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        Questions Nos. 1 to 6, inclusive, answered orally.

17/10/2019WRA00400Pupil-Teacher Ratio

17/10/2019WRA005007. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the measures in 
budget 2020 which will contribute to a reduction in the pupil-teacher ratio in primary schools; 
the progress that has been made in previous years in reducing the pupil-teacher ratio; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [42613/19]

17/10/2019WRA00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Budget 2020 has provided 
for a budget of more than €11 billion for the Department of Education and Skills in 2020. This 
is the highest ever allocation to the sector and an increase of nearly €2 billion since 2016.  

In relation to staffing in our schools we have, since May 2016:

- provided for an additional 3,000 SNAs and over 7,300 new teaching posts, with a fur-
ther 1,000 SNA positions and 581 teaching posts for the 2020/21 school year as a result of 
Budget 2020.

- cut the pupil teacher ratio at primary level twice

- introduced a more favourable pupil teacher ratio in small schools from September 2020

- provided 1,300 new middle management positions at primary level (also 1,300 at post-
primary level)

- increased significantly the number of release days allowed to “Teaching Principals” with 
one more additional release day in September 2020 as a result of Budget 2020.  

In the current school year, the number of teachers employed in our schools have reached 
the highest ever level. Teacher numbers at primary level have increased by almost 3,500 when 
comparing the 2015/16 school year with the current school year.  This builds on the Budget 
2018 measure which provided a one point improvement in the staffing schedule in primary 
schools which brings the position to a general average of 26 pupils to every 1 teacher, the low-
est ever allocation ratio at primary level.   

The Budget 2020 measure of improved teacher staffing levels for schools with four teachers 
or less will see a more favourable pupil teacher ratio in small schools from September 2020.  
This improved schedule will apply in two, three and four teacher schools and ensure one less 
pupil is required to retain/recruit a teacher. 

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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Over 1,300 schools across the country with 4 teachers or less will feel the benefit of this im-
provement in the staffing schedule. 

The latest figures in relation to pupil teacher ratio show an improved ratio of teachers to 
students from 16:1 to 15.2:1 at primary level when comparing the 2015/16 school year to the 
2018/19 school year.  Average class sizes at primary level improved from 24.9 to 24.3 in the 
same period.  It is expected that these ratios will further improve when the statistics for the 
2019/20 school year are published at the end of the school year.

  Questions Nos. 8 to 13, inclusive, answered orally.

17/10/2019WRA00800Schools Building Projects Status

17/10/2019WRA0090014. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of a development at a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41416/19]

17/10/2019WRA01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As Minister for Education and 
Skills and a T.D. for Donegal I am conscious of  this project and the efforts of the local com-
munity to help process this project. 

 As the Deputy is aware, the provision of a standalone extension project for the school 
to which he refers has been devolved for delivery to Donegal Education and Training Board 
(DETB).  He will also be aware that DETB, supported by my Department, has recently ap-
pointed a new architect to this project. 

The new architect has recently provided a revised Stage 2A submission which is intended to 
address a number of issues with the initial design and provide for improved new building lay-
outs. Officials from my Department are currently reviewing this submission and will work 
closely with DETB to ensure all oustanding issues are resolved as quickly as possible with a 
view to allowing the submission of a planning application shortly. 

The Deputy will also be aware that surveys to investigate issues with the school’s main 
existing building were recently carried out. Officials are currently considering the recommen-
dations of a consequential report that has recently been provided to my Department and will 
respond to DETB shortly in that respect. 

  Question No. 15 answered orally.

17/10/2019WRA01200Schools Building Projects

17/10/2019WRA0130016. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details of the 
planned programme for school building for 2020; if the capital spending programme will meet 
the demands expected in primary, secondary and third levels; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42577/19]

17/10/2019WRA01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under Budget 2020, the allo-
cation for my Department’s School Buildings programme is broadly in line with the allocation 
for 2019.  In 2019 the allocation was €622m. The allocation envisaged for 2020 is €620m.

The allocation for schools will support circa 60 new school building projects going to con-
struction in 2020 delivering in excess of 30,000 school places (permanent additional and re-
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placement places).  This is in addition to in excess of 40 existing projects which are currently in 
construction and being progressed through 2020 delivering up to 25,000 school places.

I intend to make an announcement later in 2019 in relation to  the details of the Summer 
Works Scheme programme for 2020.

The annual Minor Works Grant is paid to primary schools in either December or January of 
each year.  I intend to make an announcement later this year in relation to the precise payment 
date for the 2019/20 school year.

In relation to demands, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to de-
termine where additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level. 

The requirement for new schools will be kept under on-going review and in particular will 
have regard for the increased rollout of housing provision.

The Higher Education capital allocation in 2020 will support infrastructure investments to 
expand student places and upgrade existing infrastructure.  It is projected that at least 12 higher 
education building projects will be under construction in 2020 with support from the Depart-
ment, with other projects moving through design and planning.

17/10/2019WRA01500Teaching Contracts

17/10/2019WRA0160017. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills if teaching principals 
in small and medium schools will be supported in recognition of their administrative responsi-
bilities. [42603/19]

17/10/2019WRA01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Since my appointment as 
Minister for Education and Skills I have met with a number of Teaching Principals and I ap-
preciate the pressures they face. 

Earlier in the year, I hosted a symposium on Small Schools which gave me an opportunity 
to restate the Government’s commitment to small schools and to open a dialogue with all the 
key stakeholders. The purpose of this work by the Department is to develop a policy proposal 
to help support and strengthen small primary schools throughout the country.

The work now underway in relation to small schools seeks to build on this in a sustainable 
way. Between now and next March, I will continue to engage with the main partners through 
the Primary Education Forum and my Department’s Small Schools Steering Group to develop 
a new policy of supports for small schools and feed into the Estimates process for 2021.

Budget 2020 is the third successive budget to provide for an increase in the number of prin-
cipal release days.  One additional release day will be allocated to each school with a teaching 
principal with effect from 1 September 2020.  This will bring the number of release days to 19, 
25 and 31, depending on the size of school.  This is an increase from 14, 18 and 22 days since 
2015.  In addition, a further four additional release days are allocated to schools with special 
classes.

There are arrangements in place for schools to cluster their principal release days into a full-
time post which will assist teaching principals to more effectively plan their release days for the 
benefit of the school.

In addition to the increase of release days, the Government lifted the moratorium on middle 
management posts in 2017.  In total almost 1300 leadership posts have been invested in our 
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primary schools since 2017 which has led to 1 in 3 teachers now holding promoted positions.  
My Department has committed to revising the number of available Posts of Responsibility to 
take account of retirements during the school year.  This ensures that the current level of Posts 
of Responsibilities are maintained in the school system.

17/10/2019WRA01800Capital Expenditure Programme

17/10/2019WRA0190018. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
projects likely to be impacted by recent cuts to the projected capital spend envisaged for his 
Department in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42545/19]

17/10/2019WRA02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Department’s capital bud-
get for 2020 should be considered in the context of an increase of over 26% between 2018 and 
2019 (€745m in 2018 rising to €941m in 2019). Also, the value achieved from the disposal 
by TU Dublin of its Kevin Street property, the sale of which closed in August, means that the 
Department no longer needs to set aside a significant funding envelope for the Grangegorman 
development in 2020.  The Kevin Street property sold for €140m which was about €60m above 
the guide price. This reduces pressure on the Department’s capital budget in 2020.

The allocation for my Department’s School Buildings programme in 2020 is broadly in line 
with the allocation for 2019.  In 2019 the allocation was €622m. The allocation envisaged for 
2020 is €620m. This €2m reduction will have no material impact on the school building pro-
gramme.

Given these circumstances the impact of the changes to the capital budget is unlikely to 
impact to any significant extent on projects.

17/10/2019WRA02100Schools Amalgamation

17/10/2019WRA0220019. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to meet 
a deputation (details supplied) regarding the delivery of second level education in north-west 
County Cavan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42593/19]

17/10/2019WRA02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware the 
recommendation to amalgamate the schools in question has been accepted following detailed 
consideration of the proposal from Cavan Monaghan Education and Training Board, patron of 
both schools and the submissions received from the groups referred to by the Deputy.

The recommendation from the patron to amalgamate the existing schools into a new build-
ing, will now proceed and meetings with groups from either side of the debate would at this 
stage be of no benefit.

My Department does not involve itself in any negotiations or consultations as these are a 
matter for the school authorities to facilitate. The Patron advised that an invitation to consulta-
tion meetings was forwarded to the Boards of Management of both schools in question and to 
all representative groups identified in both communities.  In total, eleven groups were identified 
and meetings arranged between February and July 2019.  The Patron advised that the majority 
of the meetings proceeded and the majority views taken into consideration.  A small number of 
meetings were cancelled by the group/association concerned and did not proceed. 

The two schools due to amalgamate will continue to operate from the existing school sites 
until a new school building is provided. It is envisaged that the construction phase for the new 
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amalgamated school will be facilitated with investment available during the second half of the 
National Development Plan (NDP) 2018 to 2027.  

The new, amalgamated school will be built to the highest standards and will be compliant 
with Part L of the Building Regulations 2017.  It will also provide the opportunity for the school 
to have a fully equipped PE Hall facility with fitness suite together with provision of accom-
modation to meet special education needs in West Cavan at Port-Primary level.

17/10/2019WRA02400School Staff

17/10/2019WRA0250020. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the additional 
recruitment in schools which will take place as a result of budget 2020; the progress made in 
school recruitment since mid-2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42614/19]

17/10/2019WRA02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Budget 2020 provides the 
fourth successive year of major reinvestment in our education and training system as we con-
tinue to implement the Action Plan for Education, our plan to make Ireland’s education and 
training service the best in Europe by 2026.  In 2020, the budget for the Department of Educa-
tion and Skills will increase by €360 million, a 3.4% increase on last year.  In total, the Educa-
tion budget will have increased by almost €2 billion compared to 2016.

Over 580 additional teaching posts in schools will be funded to cater for children with spe-
cial needs, growth in student population and reduced pupils teacher ratios in small schools with 
4 teachers or less.  

In the current school year, the number of teachers employed in our schools has reached 
their highest ever level at almost 71,000. The number of teaching posts has increased by almost 
5,100 when compared with the 2016/17 school year. 

Budget 2020 has also provided for 1,064 additional SNAs posts which will bring the total 
number of SNA posts in schools to over 17,000 in 2020.  SNA numbers have increased by al-
most 3,000 to 15,950 from June 2017 to present.

17/10/2019WRA02700Oideachas Tríú Leibhéal

17/10/2019WRA0280021. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna an bhfuil sé i 
gceist aige deontas céad faoin gcéad a thabhairt isteach arís chun go gclúdófar an costas a bhai-
neann leis an tréimhse a chaitheann ábhair oidí sa Ghaeltacht mar chuid riachtanach dá gcúrsaí; 
agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [42351/19]

17/10/2019WRA02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Rinneadh an cinneadh le de-
ontais do shocrúcháin Ghaeltachta a stopadh le linn na géarchéime eacnamaíochta nuair a bhí 
gá, ar an drochuair, le cinntí an-deacair a dhéanamh chun airgead an náisiúin a chobhsú. Mar 
sin féin, thuig mé go maith an dúshlán atá ann do mhic léinn i dtaca le costas an tsocrúcháin.

Tá áthas orm, mar sin, go n-áirítear le Cáinfhaisnéis 2020 tiomantas chun an deontas Gael-
tachta a chur ar ais do mhic léinn i gcláir oiliúna tosaigh múinteoirí atá maoinithe ag an Stát. 
Beidh feidhm leis an mbeart ón mbliain acadúil 2020/2021.

Bainfidh mic léinn fochéime agus mic léinn iarchéime araon tairbhe as an mbeart, a chos-
nóidh €1.8 milliún in aghaidh na bliana, meastar. 
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Tá an socrúchán Gaeltachta an-tábhachtach mar eispéireas tumtha Gaeilge do mhúinteoirí 
faoi oiliúint. Cuireann sé feabhas ar a gcumas cumarsáide sa Ghaeilge, i gcomhthéacs an róil 
a bheidh acu amach anseo mar mhúinteoirí Gaeilge agus ábhair eile trí Ghaeilge. Cuireann sé 
feabhas freisin ar a dtuiscint ar shaol agus cultúr sa Ghaeltacht agus ar an saol mar atá i bpobail 
dhátheangacha. Is chuige sin a chinn an Chomhairle Mhúinteoireachta go mbeadh an socrúchán 
riachtanach sa chaoi is go bhféadfadh na múinteoirí faoi oiliúint go léir ar leibhéal na bunscoile 
cáiliú.

Bainfidh thart ar 2,400 múinteoir faoi oiliúint tairbhe as an mbeart seo sa chéad bhliain.

The decision to stop the Gaeltacht placement grants was taken during the economic crisis 
when, unfortunately, very difficult decisions had to be made to stabilise the nation’s finances.  
However, I have been very much aware of the challenge for students around the cost of the 
placement.

I was very pleased therefore that Budget 2020 includes a commitment to restore the Gael-
tacht grant for students in State-funded primary initial teacher education programmes.  The 
measure will take effect from the academic year 2020/2021. 

 Both undergraduate and postgraduate students will benefit from the measure, which will 
cost an estimated €1.8 million annually. 

 The Gaeltacht placement is really important as an immersive Irish language experience for 
student teachers. It is improves their communicative competence in Gaeilge, in the context of 
their future role as teachers of Irish and other subjects through Irish. It also enhances their un-
derstanding of life and culture in the Gaeltacht and the reality of life in bilingual communities.  
That is why the Teaching Council has made the placement compulsory for all student teachers 
at primary to graduate. 

 Approximately 2,400 student teachers will benefit from this measure in the first year.

17/10/2019WRA03000State Examinations

17/10/2019WRA0310022. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills the impact the 
bereavement supports introduced for the leaving certificate in summer 2019 have had to date; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42610/19]

17/10/2019WRA03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Earlier this year, I asked the 
State Examinations Commission to review the supports provided to Leaving Certificate and 
Leaving Certificate Applied (LCA) students who suffer trauma or adversity around the time of 
the state examinations. The Commission operates the scheme of Reasonable Accommodations 
at the Certificate Examinations, known as the RACE scheme, to accommodate candidates who 
suffer bereavement, illness or other trauma, either immediately before or during the examina-
tions.

In advance of the written examination in June, I requested the State Examinations Commis-
sion to introduce, on a pilot basis, an interim measure to assist Leaving Certificate students who 
suffered the bereavement of a close relative around the time of this year’s state examinations. 

Under this measure, Leaving Certificate students who experienced the death of a close rela-
tive at examination time had the option to defer up to three days of their examinations to an 
alternative sitting.  The alternative examinations were held between Monday 8th and Friday 
12th July and were attended by some 40 Leaving Certificate students. 
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This was an interim measure, pending a wider review by the SEC of the sensitive and com-
plex issue of supporting Leaving Certificate candidates who suffer trauma and adversity at the 
time of the examinations.  The SEC is currently engaged in this wider review which will include 
consultation with a broad range of stakeholders, including school management and principals’ 
representatives, parents and, of course, students.

17/10/2019WRA03300Schools Mental Health Strategies

17/10/2019WRA0340023. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the 
lack of access to counselling for second level students; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41410/19]

17/10/2019WRA03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department’s Wellbe-
ing Policy and Framework for practice has given recognition to the importance of promoting 
wellbeing in education.  It outlines a comprehensive, whole-school approach to the promotion 
of wellbeing and positive mental health. It focuses on the whole school community, as well as 
groups and individual young people with identified needs.  Schools promote wellbeing through 
a range of activities and approaches to support the academic, physical, mental, emotional, so-
cial and spiritual development of all children and young people. 

Each post primary school currently receives an allocation in respect of guidance provision, 
calculated by reference to the approved enrolment.  Counselling is a key part of the role of 
the Guidance Counsellor, offered on an individual or group basis as part of a developmental 
learning process, at moments of personal crisis but also at key transition points. The Guidance 
Counsellor also provides a referral of students to external counselling agencies and profession-
als. The Guidance Counsellor is key in developing and implementing innovative approaches to 
wellbeing promotion on a whole schools basis though the school’s Guidance Plan.  

The National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) in my Department provides con-
sultation for school staff who may have concerns about individual students. NEPS supports 
schools in putting interventions in place for individuals with identified difficulties.  Consulta-
tion in relation to appropriate therapeutic interventions delivered in the school setting is also 
available.  

When counselling or more specialised intervention is considered to be required, a referral 
is made to an outside agency.  NEPS supports schools with this onward referral to the HSE and 
other local mental health services.

17/10/2019WRA03600Budget 2020

17/10/2019WRA0370024. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason for the 
reduction of the capital budget in budget 2020 for his Department. [42524/19]

17/10/2019WRA03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Department’s capital bud-
get for 2020 should be considered in the context of:

 - the Department’s capital budget increasing by over 26% between 2018 and 2019 (€745m 
in 2018 rising to €941m in 2019) and

 -  the value achieved from the disposal by TU Dublin of its Kevin Street property, the sale 
of which closed in August, means that the Department no longer needs to set aside a significant 
funding envelope for the Grangegorman development in 2020.  The Kevin Street property sold 
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for €140m which was about €60m above the guide price. This reduces pressure on the Depart-
ment’s capital budget in 2020.

 - The allocation for the School Buildings programme is broadly in line with last year’s allo-
cation.  In 2019, the allocation was €622m and the allocation envisaged for the School Building 
Programme in 2020 is €620m.  This is a difference of €2m (0.3% of a reduction). A €2m reduc-
tion will have no material impact on the delivery of the school building programme.

Capital planning and budgeting is undertaken on a multi-annual basis.  Under Project Ire-
land 2040, the education sector will receive a total of approximately €12 billion over the period 
2018-2027.  This includes some €8.8 billion for the schools sector and €2.2 billion for higher 
education infrastructure. The specific allocations in each area are closely monitored and may be 
adjusted from year to year to take account of project progress and other factors.

17/10/2019WRA03900Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/10/2019WRA0400025. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills if children 
in ASD units receive follow-up assessments and checks to ensure their educational needs are 
met; the way in which this is monitored and reported; if separate funding is made available for 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42589/19]

17/10/2019WRA04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The decision to enrol is a child 
in a special class is made by Parent’s in conjunction with the child, school and relevant profes-
sionals. 

This can be a difficult decision and Parents should have access to objective and comprehen-
sive information about the options available and should actively consult with relevant profes-
sionals (e.g. school, psychologist, special educational needs organiser (SENO), health profes-
sionals) to arrive at an informed decision. 

Schools must obtain parents’ written consent before enrolling a student in a special class.

As learning needs may change over time, a student’s enrolment in a special class should be 
kept under continual review by the school. At a minimum, a review should take place once a 
year and include a careful examination of the student’s progress in achieving his/her learning 
targets.

The review should consider:

 - Student’s views and those of parents, teachers and other relevant professionals

 - The suitability of the special class placement

 - Whether the student’s needs might be best addressed in a mainstream setting or whether a 
more supported setting is required (e.g. special school setting).

Following a decision that the special class is no longer the most appropriate placement, a 
student may move to:

 - a mainstream class in the same school or

 - a mainstream class in a school more local to the student’s home or

 - a different category of special class or
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 - a special school.

Where decision is taken to change a child’s educational setting the local SENO should be 
notified as early as possible. This will allow time for a transition plan to be developed and en-
sures that resources are in place to support the child upon enrolment.

17/10/2019WRA04200School Curriculum

17/10/2019WRA0430026. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason for his deci-
sion to give history special core status. [42604/19]

17/10/2019WRA04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In November of last year I 
asked the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) to carry out a review of the 
optional nature of history under the new Framework for Junior Cycle. I also asked the NCCA to 
identify how we can best promote the study of history in our schools. I received the NCCA’s ad-
visory report in July of this year and I am deeply grateful to the council for the work it has done. 

I gave careful consideration to the NCCA report, which makes it clear that the new history 
specification under the Framework for Junior Cycle provides for a better way to teach and learn 
history than in the past. While I am aware that the subject is due be reviewed in two years’ time, 
I am keen, however, to do something now to ensure that there is no reduction in the number of 
students studying history. This is why I recently announced that the subject of History is to be 
accorded special core status in the Junior Cycle curriculum.

I will be requesting the support of the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment in 
working out how best this can be achieved. I am keen that arrangements providing for the spe-
cial core status of the subject be in place for the start of the next school year, to apply to students 
starting their Junior Cycle at that time.

17/10/2019WRA04500School Services Staff

17/10/2019WRA0460027. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the frustration of school secretaries at the delay in actions that would put their 
pay and conditions on a par with those of all other public servants; his views on the matter; and 
if he will work towards a speedy resolution that avoids potential industrial action at schools. 
[42353/19]

17/10/2019WRA04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I recognise the very important 
work done by these staff, and the other support staff in the running of our schools.  I have spo-
ken to a number of school secretaries about their employment conditions and understand the 
issues they have raised.

In Budget 2020 I increased the number of secretaries in certain schools, allowing schools 
with enrolments of 500-625 to fill secretary vacancies provided they have fewer than 1.5 secre-
taries, and schools with enrolments of 626-699 will be permitted to fill vacancies provided they 
have fewer than two posts filled. These measures will take effect from September 2020.  

Earlier this year I relaxed the moratorium for those C&C and ETB schools with enrolments 
of 700 and more which allow them to employ additional school secretaries up to a maximum of 
two per school. There are 91 schools in the C&C and ETB Sector who meet this criteria, based 
on the information currently available to this Department. This is an initial step and has taken 
immediate effect.
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Schemes were initiated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of clerical officers and care-
takers in schools.  The schemes were withdrawn completely in 2008.  These schemes have been 
superseded by the more extensive capitation grant schemes.  The current grant scheme was 
agreed in the context of the Programme for Economic and Social Progress, published in 1991.  

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools now receive assistance to pro-
vide for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under these grant schemes.  It is a matter 
for each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular 
needs. Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff 
taken on to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility 
for terms of employment rests with the school. 

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers, including through an indepen-
dent arbitration process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 
10% between 2016 and 2019 for staff and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 be phased in 
over that period.  This arbitration agreement covers the period up to 31 December 2019.  

The arbitration agreement was designed to be of greatest benefit to lower-paid secretaries 
and caretakers. For example, a secretary or caretaker who was paid the then minimum wage of 
€8.65 per hour in 2015 prior to the arbitration has from 1 January 2019, been paid €13 per hour 
which is a 50% increase in that individual’s hourly pay. 

Officials from my Department attended a meeting of the Joint Committee on Education and 
Skills on 9 April to discuss the status of non-teaching staff.

In May this year officials from my Department had discussions with FÓRSA trade union 
representatives as part of a planned meeting. FÓRSA took the opportunity to formally table a 
pay claim.  

This was tabled as a follow-on claim from the current pay agreement for this cohort of staff 
which lasts until December 2019. The Department issued surveys on the 10th of July to estab-
lish the full current cost of the trade union’s claim. This is standard practice.

Officials from the Department met with FÓRSA representatives in September. Management 
Bodies representing the employers of schools impacted by the action were also in attendance at 
the meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to further explore the details of the pay claim as 
presented by FÓRSA and the nature of the industrial action.  

On 30 September FÓRSA requested the Department to agree to use the services of the 
Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) to resolve the dispute.  As is normal practice the De-
partment has agreed to use the industrial relations machinery of the state in an effort to resolve 
this matter.  

In order to address the various issues within the claim and to arrive at a mutually acceptable 
solution, the Department is in discussions with FÓRSA under the auspices of the WRC.

17/10/2019WRA04800School Accommodation

17/10/2019WRA0490028. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to address 
the number of primary and secondary schools using temporary premises for their schools; the 
checks that take place by his Department to ensure these temporary premises are fit for purpose; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42575/19]
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17/10/2019WRA05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department is taking an integrated approach with the replacement of temporary accom-
modation as part of large-scale projects or as part of new projects approved under my Depart-
ment’s Additional School Accommodation Scheme (ASA).  

In relation to the 43 new schools announced over the 4 year period 2019 to 2022, arrange-
ments have or are being put in place for the provision of accommodation for these schools, 
which in some instances will initially start-up in interim accommodation pending the delivery 
of permanent accommodation solutions being put in place as part of my Department’s Design 
and Build Programme.  The interim accommodation provided to date for the schools which 
have opened in 2019 complies fully with the building regulations and all have received Build-
ing Control Amendment Regulations (BCAR) certification.   

Similarly where temporary accommodation is provided at an existing school this accommo-
dation must also comply with all statuary approvals and obtain BCAR certification.

17/10/2019WRA05100Small Schools

17/10/2019WRA0520029. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills the efforts he is 
making to support small schools; the measures in budget 2020 which assist small schools; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [42609/19]

17/10/2019WRA05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Rural schools make up the 
majority of our primary school sector: nearly 2,000 out of just over 3,100 schools. As such, I 
fully recognise their value to communities right across the country. They provide a vital link to 
local heritage and history, help sustain rural populations and often act as a link for sports and 
social activity.

The majority of rural schools (over 1,200) are classed as small - having 4 or fewer teach-
ers. Whilst facing the challenges and opportunities that all schools do, this particular group of 
schools has specific challenges. I have been listening to our partners around this and discussing 
what we can do to support small schools and ensure that they have a sustainable future. 

The Programme for Government makes a commitment not to close any small school with-
out the consent of parents and I am honouring this partnership approach as I examine the issue. 

I have spoken with international colleagues to hear their perspective and, together with my 
colleague Michael Ring, Minister for Rural and Community Development, hosted a Sympo-
sium on Small Schools. I want to actively engage with the people and organisations who work 
in and with small schools and who understand the value and opportunities they offer to their 
communities. 

Already, we as a Government have shown that we are listening and I was pleased to an-
nounced additional supports in Budget 2020. This record level of investment in the sector is 
providing for an extra release day for teaching principals and improved teaching staffing levels 
for small schools. The work now underway in relation to small schools seeks to build on this 
in a sustainable way. Between now and next March, I will continue to engage with the main 
partners through the Primary Education Forum and my Department’s Small Schools Steering 
Group to develop a new policy of supports for small schools and feed into the Estimates process 
for 2021. 

17/10/2019WRA05400Further Education and Training Colleges
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17/10/2019WRA0550030. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if works on perma-
nent places for all colleges of further education have been ceased in 2019 pending the comple-
tion of a review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42525/19]

17/10/2019WRA05600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Project Ireland 2040 provides 
for a €300 million capital funding envelope for the Further Education and Training (FET) sector 
over the period 2018-2027.  This is the first time that a dedicated multi-annual capital envelope 
has been set out for the sector. 

The development of a new FET strategy covering the period 2020-2024 is underway.  Con-
sultation undertaken has identified capital infrastructure and investment as both a key barrier 
and potential critical enabler to the next phase of integrated FET development.  

Work is ongoing on setting a clear direction for capital investment within the FET strategy.  
While no existing works or appraisal processes have been suspended, it is clear that proposals 
for the development of new FET facilities will need to be assessed within the context of overall 
FET strategic objectives, value for money considerations and levels of available capital fund-
ing.

17/10/2019WRA05700Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/10/2019WRA0580031. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the actions he is 
taking for September 2020 to address unmet demand for school places for children with special 
needs. [42527/19]

17/10/2019WRA05900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The provision of education for 
children with special needs is an ongoing priority for Government.  Currently, we spend almost 
20% of the total Education Vote of €1.9bn on supporting children with special needs. 

The numbers of special classes, special education teachers and Special Needs Assistants 
are at unprecedented levels and so too is the number of children receiving support across the 
continuum that includes mainstream classes, special classes and schools. Our commitment is 
provide each child with an education in accordance with his/her need.

An additional 1,050 specialised places have been provided this school year, with 167 new 
special classes.  This brings the total number of special class places to over 9,700, almost a tre-
bling provision since 2011. Over 80% of these are ASD special class places. 

125 special schools also provide specialist education for students with complex special 
educational needs including ASD. These schools now provide over 8,000 places compared to 
6,848 in 2011.

Budget 2020 provides for 1,064 additional SNA posts and 400 new special education teach-
er posts to ensure we are in a position to meet new need next year.

Details of all special classes for children with special educational needs including special 
classes for Autism are available by county on the NCSE website www.ncse.ie   

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a statutory function to plan and 
co-ordinate the provision of education and support services to children with special educational 
needs. 

The Council has well established structures in place to plan and coordinate special educa-
tion provision throughout the country. 
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Normally, special classes are established with the full cooperation of the schools in areas 
where they are required.

However there are some parts of the country where the Council faced challenges in getting 
schools and their Patrons to voluntarily agree to provide special class or school places.

I know that this has caused much anguish for parents and families involved. 

As Minister I have a power under Section 37A of the Education Act 1998 to direct a school 
to provide additional provision where all reasonable efforts have failed.

The legislation was used for the first time back in April in respect of the Dublin 15 area. 

We have made significant progress in a relatively short period with the opening 7 new spe-
cial classes and a new Special School that will provide 88 places for children with special needs. 

The new places will help these families and ensure that the children concerned have access 
to education.

The experience of Dublin 15 shows the real and practical challenges that can be addressed 
when opening new special classes and how we can resolve these challenges by working to-
gether and in partnership. 

The NCSE is continuing its work at local level to ensure all children can access a suitable 
school placement for the forthcoming school year and beyond. 

As Minister, I would much prefer that schools provide the necessary places for the children 
in their community.  Where this is not the case, however, I am prepared to use the legislation to 
ensure that children can access a suitable education.

17/10/2019WR17/10/2019WRB00200Educational Disadvantage

17/10/2019WRB0030032. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the further actions 
he will take to accelerate the narrowing of the gap between DEIS and non-DEIS schools and 
further improve the outcomes for those attending DEIS schools; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41421/19]

17/10/2019WRB00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The DEIS Programme is my 
Department’s main policy instrument to tackle educational disadvantage. In the 2019/20 aca-
demic year the DEIS Programme is available in 891 schools serving over 190,000 students. My 
Department will invest approximately €125 million this year on the programme and this in-
cludes the provision of  enhanced school book grants to all DEIS Schools,  enhanced staffing in 
DEIS Band 1 Primary Schools, enhanced allocation for dedicated career guidance counsellor in 
DEIS Post-Primary schools and enhanced National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) 
allocation time and the payment of a DEIS Grant to all DEIS schools. In addition all DEIS Ur-
ban Primary and DEIS Post Primary schools are included in the Home School Community Li-
aison (HSCL) Scheme.  The scheme is delivered by 415 full-time HSCL Coordinators who are 
teachers in these schools and assigned to HSCL duties either in individual schools or clusters of 
schools, catering for approximately 156,000 pupils.  Responding to specific actions in the Na-
tional Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy  (NTRIS) and DEIS Plan 2017,  my Department 
has committed to the assignment of 4 HSCLs, as part of a 2 Year Pilot Programme commencing 
in the 2019/20 school year in 4 areas to target attendance, participation and retention/school 
completion for Traveller and Roma pupils.
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You may be aware that at the request of my Department, the Educational Research Centre 
(ERC) has conducted an independent evaluation of the School Support Programme (SSP) com-
ponent of DEIS in urban and rural primary schools and in post-primary schools. Like the DEIS 
programme itself, the evaluation is multifaceted, and is attempting to monitor the implementa-
tion of the programme and assess its impact on students, families and schools. The evaluation 
reports are published on the ERC’s website at: http://www.erc.ie/studies/deis/

The latest report on the evaluation of the DEIS programme by the ERC, The Evaluation of 
DEIS at Post-Primary Level: Closing the Achievement and Attainment Gaps, was published in 
January 2019. It shows that the achievement and attainment gaps between DEIS and non-DEIS 
post-primary schools continue to narrow, both in terms of performance at Junior Certificate 
level and retention rates. It is also encouraging to see a rise in the percentage of students in 
DEIS schools taking English and Mathematics at Higher Level.

The findings from the latest evaluation report supports the rationale to continue to target 
resources at schools with concentrations of students from poor socioeconomic backgrounds.  It 
is important to continue to implement the 108 Actions of DEIS Plan 2017 to address the needs 
of our most marginalised students. One example of an action we are taking to narrow the gap 
between DEIS and Non-DEIS is the School Excellence Fund (SEF)-DEIS. SEF-DEIS enables 
schools to apply for funding to implement innovative programmes which are context specific 
and are aimed at improving educational outcomes. At the end of May I announced Tranche 3 
of SEF-DEIS  and the closing date for receipt of applications has recently been extended to 31 
October. Further details on how to apply are available on my Department’s website at: https://
www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-Opportunity-
in-Schools-/school-excellence-fund/school-excellence-fund.html

17/10/2019WRB00500School Curriculum

17/10/2019WRB0060033. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is sat-
isfied with the new criteria for Irish exemptions as announced on 12 August 2019; the way in 
which he can address concerns that these new criteria have led to downgrading of Irish as a 
taught subject in schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42345/19]

17/10/2019WRB00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am satisfied that the new 
criteria for Irish exemptions as set out in Circulars 0052/2019 (primary) and 0053/2019 (post-
primary) do not in any way downgrade Irish as a taught subject in schools.

The new Circulars are underpinned by a review of the policy and practice in relation to 
exemptions which was carried out by my Department’s Inspectorate in the context of Irish and 
English being core subjects and in light of the educational policy and social developments that 
have taken place since the previous circulars were issued.     

A public consultation process was held on the draft circulars and an unprecedented response 
was received (11,000+ responses).  The responses were very carefully considered and the report 
of the consultation process, which is available on my Department’s website, indicates broad 
support for the changes proposed.  The final circulars, which I approved, are being implemented 
in recognised schools since September 2019 and will be subject to review following two years 
of implementation.  

Far from the downgrading of Irish, I believe the Circulars support the study of Irish.  An 
exemption may now be granted only in exceptional circumstances as defined in terms of very 
clear criteria.  There is no provision for an exemption to be granted other than in these circum-
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stances thus supporting consistency and a non-discretionary approach.  The circulars apply only 
to English-medium settings thus supporting the Irish language ethos of Irish-medium settings.   

Furthermore the circulars are underpinned by the principle of inclusion, recognising a wide 
diversity of needs which are provided for in the new Primary Language Curriculum/Curaclam 
Teanga na Bunscoile and in the Junior Cycle specifications for Irish supporting a differentiated 
learning experience for pupils and students in an inclusive school environment.  The circulars 
also restate the importance of language learning and bilingualism and emphasise the curricular 
frameworks which help teachers to identify a pupil’s stage of language development and plan 
interventions that support the development of language skills and competences.

17/10/2019WRB00800School Curriculum

17/10/2019WRB0090034. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to intro-
duce history as a core subject on the junior cycle. [42526/19]

17/10/2019WRB01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In November of last year I 
asked the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) to carry out a review of the 
optional nature of history under the new Framework for Junior Cycle. I also asked the NCCA to 
identify how we can best promote the study of history in our schools. I received the NCCA’s ad-
visory report in July of this year and I am deeply grateful to the council for the work it has done. 

I gave careful consideration to the NCCA report, which makes it clear that the new history 
specification under the Framework for Junior Cycle provides for a better way to teach and learn 
history than in the past. While I am aware that the subject is due be reviewed in two years’ time, 
I am keen, however, to do something now to ensure that there is no reduction in the number of 
students studying history. This is why I recently announced that the subject of History is to be 
accorded special core status in the Junior Cycle curriculum.

I will be requesting the support of the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment in 
working out how best this can be achieved. I am keen that arrangements providing for the spe-
cial core status of the subject be in place for the start of the next school year, to apply to students 
starting their Junior Cycle at that time. 

17/10/2019WRB01100Teaching Contracts

17/10/2019WRB0120035. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Education and Skills if teaching principals in 
small and medium schools will be supported in recognition of their administrative responsibili-
ties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42611/19]

17/10/2019WRB01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Since my appointment as 
Minister for Education and Skills I have met with a number of Teaching Principals and I ap-
preciate the pressures they face. Earlier in the year, I hosted a symposium on Small Schools 
which gave me an opportunity to restate the Government’s commitment to small schools and to 
open a dialogue with all the key stakeholders. The purpose of this work by the Department is 
to develop a policy proposal to help support and strengthen small primary schools throughout 
the country.

Budget 2020 is the third successive budget to provide for an increase in the number of prin-
cipal release days.  One additional release day will be allocated to each school with a teaching 
principal with effect from 1 September 2020.  This will bring the number of release days to 19, 
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25 and 31, depending on the size of school.  This is an increase from 14, 18 and 22 days since 
2015.  In addition, a further four additional release days are allocated to schools with special 
classes.

There are arrangements in place for schools to cluster their principal release days into a full-
time post which will assist teaching principals to more effectively plan their release days for the 
benefit of the school.

In addition to the increase of release days, the Government lifted the moratorium on middle 
management posts in 2017.  In total almost 1300 leadership posts have been invested in our 
primary schools since 2017 which has led to 1 in 3 teachers now holding promoted positions.  
My Department has committed to revising the number of available Posts of Responsibility to 
take account of retirements during the school year.  This ensures that the current level of Posts 
of Responsibilities are maintained in the school system. 

17/10/2019WRB01400School Curriculum

17/10/2019WRB0150036. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason for the 
decision to give history special core status for the junior cycle. [42608/19]

17/10/2019WRB01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In November of last year I 
asked the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) to carry out a review of the 
optional nature of history under the new Framework for Junior Cycle. I also asked the NCCA to 
identify how we can best promote the study of history in our schools. I received the NCCA’s ad-
visory report in July of this year and I am deeply grateful to the council for the work it has done. 

I gave careful consideration to the NCCA report, which makes it clear that the new history 
specification under the Framework for Junior Cycle provides for a better way to teach and learn 
history than in the past. While I am aware that the subject is due be reviewed in two years’ time, 
I am keen, however, to do something now to ensure that there is no reduction in the number of 
students studying history. This is why I recently announced that the subject of History is to be 
accorded special core status in the Junior Cycle curriculum.

I will be requesting the support of the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment in 
working out how best this can be achieved. I am keen that arrangements providing for the spe-
cial core status of the subject be in place for the start of the next school year, to apply to students 
starting their Junior Cycle at that time. 

17/10/2019WRB01700School Services Staff

17/10/2019WRB0180037. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way in 
which, and when, he will ensure that all school secretaries are properly remunerated for the 
important work they do; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41412/19]

17/10/2019WRB01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I recognise the very important 
work done by these staff, and the other support staff in the running of our schools.  I have spo-
ken to a number of school secretaries about their employment conditions and understand the 
issues they have raised.

In Budget 2020 I increased the number of secretaries in certain schools, allowing schools 
with enrolments of 500-625 to fill secretary vacancies provided they have fewer than 1.5 secre-
taries, and schools with enrolments of 626-699 will be permitted to fill vacancies provided they 
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have fewer than two posts filled. These measures will take effect from September 2020.  

Earlier this year I relaxed the moratorium for those C&C and ETB schools with enrolments 
of 700 and more which allow them to employ additional school secretaries up to a maximum of 
two per school. There are 91 schools in the C&C and ETB Sector who meet this criteria, based 
on the information currently available to this Department. This is an initial step and has taken 
immediate effect

Schemes were initiated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of clerical officers and care-
takers in schools.  The schemes were withdrawn completely in 2008.  These schemes have been 
superseded by the more extensive capitation grant schemes.  The current grant scheme was 
agreed in the context of the Programme for Economic and Social Progress, published in 1991.  

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools now receive assistance to pro-
vide for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under these grant schemes.  It is a matter 
for each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular 
needs. Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff 
taken on to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility 
for terms of employment rests with the school. 

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers, including through an indepen-
dent arbitration process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 
10% between 2016 and 2019 for staff and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 be phased in 
over that period.  This arbitration agreement covers the period up to 31 December 2019.  

The arbitration agreement was designed to be of greatest benefit to lower-paid secretaries 
and caretakers. For example, a secretary or caretaker who was paid the then minimum wage of 
€8.65 per hour in 2015 prior to the arbitration has from 1 January 2019, been paid €13 per hour 
which is a 50% increase in that individual’s hourly pay.

Officials from my Department attended a meeting of the Joint Committee on Education and 
Skills on 9 April to discuss the status of non-teaching staff.

In May this year officials from my Department had discussions with FÓRSA trade union 
representatives as part of a planned meeting. FÓRSA took the opportunity to formally table a 
pay claim.  

This was tabled as a follow-on claim from the current pay agreement for this cohort of staff 
which lasts until December 2019. The Department issued surveys on the 10th of July to estab-
lish the full current cost of the trade union’s claim. This is standard practice.

Officials from the Department met with FÓRSA representatives in September. Management 
Bodies representing the employers of schools impacted by the action were also in attendance at 
the meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to further explore the details of the pay claim as 
presented by FÓRSA and the nature of the industrial action.  

On 30 September FÓRSA requested the Department to agree to use the services of the 
Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) to resolve the dispute.  As is normal practice the De-
partment has agreed to use the industrial relations machinery of the state in an effort to resolve 
this matter.  

In order to address the various issues within the claim and to arrive at a mutually acceptable 
solution, the Department is in discussions with FÓRSA under the auspices of the WRC.
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17/10/2019WRB02000Student Grant Scheme

17/10/2019WRB0210038. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills the discussions he 
has had with the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport to ensure comprehensive transport 
services for a radius of at least 45 kilometres from towns and cities with third level institutions 
in view of the fact that under 45 kilometres his Department, through SUSI, only pays the adja-
cent rate grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42350/19]

17/10/2019WRB02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The student grant scheme, 
administered by SUSI, provides maintenance grants to students who meet the prescribed condi-
tions of funding, including those relating to nationality, residency, previous academic attain-
ment and means. 

Student maintenance grants are payable at either the adjacent or non-adjacent rate. The dis-
tance to be measured is the shortest non-tolled most direct route from the student’s residence 
to the institution attended. The adjacent rate of maintenance grant is payable in the case of stu-
dents whose normal residence is 45km or less from the approved institution which he or she is 
attending. The non-adjacent rate of maintenance grant is payable in all other cases.

The current qualifying distance of 45km for the higher non-adjacent rate of student grant, 
takes into account a reasonable radius within which students may commute on a daily basis. 

The measurement of the distances relating to the award of adjacent or non-adjacent rates of 
student grant is a matter for the relevant grant awarding authority. The distance measurement 
for student grant rates is governed by Article 27(3)(a) and (b) of the Student Grant Scheme 
2019. This provides that the relevant distance will be measured in line with agreed guidelines. 

The guidelines require that the shortest most direct route between the applicant’s normal 
residence and the institution being attended should apply. In determining the shortest most di-
rect route, the relevant awarding authority shall establish:

 - the method for measuring a route; and

 - the factors to be taken into account in establishing and measuring a route. 

SUSI has progressively introduced a number of measures that are intended to make the 
Student Grant Scheme more efficient for students. One of these measures is the introduction of 
Eircode which has helped to reduce processing times for applicants. 

The decision on eligibility for student grant assistance is a matter, in the first instance, for 
the centralised student grant awarding authority SUSI (Student Universal Support Ireland) to 
determine. 

There have been no discussions with the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport regard-
ing transport services to and from higher education institutions.

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, 
or that the rate of grant awarded is not the correct one, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, 
to SUSI. Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and 
remains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an ap-
peal may be submitted to the independent Student Grants Appeals Board within the required 
timeframe. Such appeals can be made by the appellant on line via www.studentgrantappeals.ie    

Apart from the Student Grant Scheme, students in third-level institutions experiencing ex-
ceptional financial need can apply for support under the Student Assistance Fund. This Fund 
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assists students, in a sensitive and compassionate manner, who might otherwise be unable to 
continue their third level studies due to their financial circumstances. Details of this fund are 
available from the Access Office in the third level institution attended. This fund is administered 
on a confidential, discretionary basis. 

17/10/2019WRB02300Capital Expenditure Programme

17/10/2019WRB0240039. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills the impact 
the cut to the education capital budget will have in view of the 471 schools that are in temporary 
buildings and numerous other schools promised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42588/19]

17/10/2019WRB02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The allocation for my Depart-
ment’s School Buildings programme in 2020 is broadly in line with the allocation for 2019.  In 
2019 the allocation was €622m. The allocation envisaged for 2020 is €620m. This €2m reduc-
tion will have no material impact on the school building programme.

The Department’s capital budget for 2020 should be considered in the context of an increase 
of over 26% between 2018 and 2019 (€745m in 2018 rising to €941m in 2019). Also, the value 
achieved from the disposal by TU Dublin of its Kevin Street property, the sale of which closed 
in August, means that the Department no longer needs to set aside a significant funding enve-
lope for the Grangegorman development in 2020.  The Kevin Street property sold for €140m 
which was about €60m above the guide price. This reduces pressure on the Department’s capi-
tal budget in 2020.

The allocation for schools will support circa 60 new school building projects going to con-
struction in 2020 delivering in excess of 30,000 school places (permanent additional and re-
placement places). 

During 2018 and 2019, the capital budget is facilitating extensions and new schools being 
delivered as part of the rollout of Project Ireland 2040 which involved overall construction 
activity during 2018 and 2019 of circa 130 large scale projects ranging in value from €1m to 
projects in excess of €20m.  There was also in excess of 280 projects with a project value less 
than €1m at construction during this period.  All of these projects are expected to deliver more 
than 40,000 permanent (additional and replacement) school places and replace circa 600 pre-
fabs.  This will make significant progress in relation to providing modern energy efficient school 
facilities and the replacement of temporary accommodation.  

My Department’s priority is to ensure that every child will have access to a physical school 
place.  In this regard, it is sometimes necessary to make use of temporary accommodation in or-
der to meet the accommodation needs of schools.  My Department takes an integrated approach 
with the replacement of temporary accommodation as part of large-scale projects or as part of 
new projects approved under my Department’s Additional School Accommodation Scheme.

17/10/2019WRB02600Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/10/2019WRB0270040. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he is tak-
ing to support the children identified in the counties of Roscommon and Mayo audiology misdi-
agnosis within the education system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41801/19]

17/10/2019WRB02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Following the HSE look back 
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Review of Pediatric Audiology Services in Mayo, Galway and Roscommon, officials from my 
Department and the HSE met in September 2018 to discuss special educational supports for the 
affected children.

It was agreed that where the affected children had special educational needs due to a hear-
ing impairment, special educational needs supports could be provided in line with the various 
schemes operated by both my Department and the National Council for Special Education 
(NCSE).

My Department agreed to review the special educational supports provided to the affected 
children and to ensure that they are in receipt of supports in line with Department schemes, and 
that supports provided are based on children’s individual needs. 

The HSE sought consent from parents/guardians to share affected children’s details with my 
Department and the National Council for Special Education (NCSE). To date, the details of 9 
children have been provided to my Department.

As a matter of priority, my Department in conjunction with the NCSE, completed its review 
of the special educational supports in place for each of the 9 children and has now ensured that 
they are in receipt of appropriate special educational needs supports in line with the terms of 
various schemes. Supports available include Special Education Teaching support in schools; 
funding for Assistive Technology such as soundfield and FM systems; and guidance from the 
NCSE’s Visiting Teacher service on classroom adaptation and school staff training.

All children are in receipt of special educational needs teaching support under the new 
model introduced in 2017 and revised in 2019. The new Special Education Teaching alloca-
tion provides a single unified allocation for special educational support teaching needs to each 
school, based on that school’s educational profile, to allow schools to provide additional teach-
ing support for all pupils who require such support in their schools. Schools deploy additional 
teaching resources based on each pupil’s individual learning needs. 

No school received an allocation, for the support of pupils with complex needs, which is 
less than the allocation they had received to support pupils with Low Incidence special educa-
tional needs during the 2016/17 school year. 

No allocation for pupils made by the NCSE will be removed from schools as long as that 
pupil remains in the school and whereas schools have greater discretion as to how they can dis-
tribute resources under the new model, based on the individual needs of pupils, no reduction in 
allocations have been made to schools in respect of any pupils who were previously in receipt 
of a Low Incidence special needs allocation in that school.

The Visiting Teaching Service has assessed the educational needs of all 9 children and made 
recommendations to their schools.In accordance with the Visiting Teachers’ Service Referral 
Process and Procedures, children with mild or unilateral hearing loss are placed on the “On Re-
quest” caseload and children with moderate-profound hearing loss are placed on the “Active” 
caseload of the Visiting Teacher. 

The Visiting Teachers have assessed the acoustic conditions in the schools and made recom-
mendations to schools to put in place appropriate measures to cater for the children’s needs. 
Schools may utilise existing funding streams from the Department such as the Minor Works 
Grant or Grants for furniture and equipment for special education needs, to provide equipment, 
if these are recommended. 

All nine children have received assistive technology, in accordance with the criteria of the 
scheme.
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With regard to teacher training, the NCSE can provide direct support to the schools and 
individual teachers in as flexible a way as possible. Schools can apply for support through the 
NCSE’s online application system, available at the following web address: https://docs.google.
com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfO2VyPAZx5T_N0_6AFaeASyTLOrDjjMv621OWpCFBduU4XQ/
viewform. 

The NCSE offers telephone advice, school visits from a member of the team, in-service 
courses for individual teachers, or whole-school training. Whole-school training will ensure 
that all teachers are equipped to cater for the children’s educational needs, as they progresses 
through school.

Schools have been instructed to continue to engage with their local SENO and Visiting 
Teacher with regard to the special education needs of the children identified by the HSE review. 
Parents/guardians may also contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special 
educational needs, using the contact details available on www.ncse.ie. 

My Department has made direct contact with both the schools and parents/guardians and a 
representative of my Department also met with a group of affected parents/guardians in No-
vember 2018 and March 2019. The HSE, Department of Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection and NCSE were also represented at those meetings.

My Department will continue to work with the HSE and will review supports as a matter of 
priority should details of other affected children be supplied by the HSE.

17/10/2019WRB02900Budget 2020

17/10/2019WRB0300041. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if additional 
core funding has been provided for the third level education sector in budget 2020; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [42439/19]

17/10/2019WRB0310043. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the additional 
funding provided for higher level student supports in budget 2020, in particular for SUSI; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [42440/19]

17/10/2019WRB03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 41 and 43 together.

An additional allocation of €153 million will be made in higher and further education and 
training in 2020.  This significant level of investment will be used to respond to demographic 
pressures and to underpin a range of initiatives in the higher education sector, including key 
enhancements for teaching and learning, as well as providing skills-enhancing opportunities for 
those individuals, sectors and regions most vulnerable to Brexit or requiring updated skills in 
the world of work transformed by technology and automation.

This funding builds on the progress in previous budgets and overall the higher education 
spend has increased by 25% over the past four years. At €1.88bn, 2020 will see the highest level 
to date of spend on higher education in a single year. 

This funding will provide: 

 - For the launch of the Human Capital Initiative with €60 million in 2020, providing an 
additional 3,000 student places.

 - €19 million to address demographic pressures, accommodating a further 2,700 places. 
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 - A multi-annual fund of €90 million to assist the development and progression of Techno-
logical Universities (TUs).

 - Funding of €3.3 million to promote excellence in research. 

 - Funding of €2 million for student mental health and wellbeing initiatives in the higher 
education sector. 

Budget 2020 will deliver an additional 2,700 new undergraduate student places through 
investment of €19m in 2020. This is reflective of the growing demographic pressures in higher 
education. This is part of a €60m increase in current funding to provide for increased student 
numbers over the three year period 2018-2020.

Increased demographic provision will be supplemented by the expansion of places in High-
er Education in priority skill areas under the Human Capital Initiative (HCI). Through this fund 
an additional 1,500 undergraduate and 1,500 graduate conversion places will be provided in 
2020.  This equates to a total of 5,700 additional student places in higher education in 2020.

The HCI will be a transformative development for the third level sector. The HCI will invest 
€300 million in Higher Education over the period 2020 to 2024. Funded from the surplus in the 
National Training Fund, the HCI will help to realise the objectives of Project Ireland 2040, Fu-
ture Jobs Ireland and the National Skills Strategy. At €60 million per year over the next 5 years, 
it will form a key part of our strategic response to addressing the skills needs of the economy,  
mitigating Brexit risks, responding to digitalisation and the future world of work, and preparing 
ourselves for other challenges that the economy may face.

In order to actively address increasing demand on wellbeing, I have announced ring-fenced 
funding of €2m which will assist institutions in supporting students with their mental health and 
wellbeing. This is in addition to existing spending, in the region of €7m, by institutions in the 
area of ‘Welfare and Guidance’ which includes counselling services, health promotion, careers 
service, multi-faith, racial and ethnic cultural support.

The objective Research Excellence fund is to strengthen the international competitiveness 
and visibility of Ireland’s research capability.   Excellence in research emerges on the basis of 
international competition and collaboration, and these are increasingly important, especially in 
addressing today’s global challenges. Ireland’s research system is well regarded internationally 
in relation to factors such as academic freedom, a culture of open intellectual engagement and 
support for innovation. 

As part of a programme of planned reforms of the National Training Fund the levy has 
increased from 0.7% to 1.0% between 2018 and 2020. The increase in the Training Levy has 
yielded an additional €190 million for investment in the tertiary education sector over this pe-
riod. This investment has facilitated the huge growth we have seen in apprenticeship numbers, 
a 40% increase in participants in Skillnet Ireland programmes, and has led to the creation of the 
important ETB Skills to Advance programme.

Through Budget 2020 my Department has committed €27m in additional funding to  fur-
ther the expansion of the apprenticeship programme with over 7,500 new registrations on craft 
and new apprenticeships. An additional €8 million will support 7,000 additional participants 
on Skillnet Ireland programmes including a new digital skills initiative and an SME upskilling 
scheme. The ETB Skills to Advance programme will be supported with an additional €6 million 
to allow for the upskilling of an additional 3,000 people in the workforce.

Overall, I am confident that this substantial level of addtional investment in third level edu-
cation will bring significant benefits both for individuals and in terms of enhancing the skills 
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available across the Irish economy to equip us for an ever-changing environment locally, na-
tionally and on the global stage.

17/10/2019WRB03300School Services Staff

17/10/2019WRB0340042. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills the sta-
tus of the talks in respect of industrial action being undertaken by school secretaries; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [42542/19]

17/10/2019WRB03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I recognise the very important 
work done by these staff, and the other support staff in the running of our schools.  I have spo-
ken to a number of school secretaries about their employment conditions and understand the 
issues they have raised.

In Budget 2020 I increased the number of secretaries in certain schools, allowing schools 
with enrolments of 500-625 to fill secretary vacancies provided they have fewer than 1.5 secre-
taries, and schools with enrolments of 626-699 will be permitted to fill vacancies provided they 
have fewer than two posts filled. These measures will take effect from September 2020.  

Earlier this year I relaxed the moratorium for those C&C and ETB schools with enrolments 
of 700 and more which allow them to employ additional school secretaries up to a maximum of 
two per school. There are 91 schools in the C&C and ETB Sector who meet this criteria, based 
on the information currently available to this Department. This is an initial step and has taken 
immediate effect

Schemes were initiated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of clerical officers and care-
takers in schools.  The schemes were withdrawn completely in 2008.  These schemes have been 
superseded by the more extensive capitation grant schemes.  The current grant scheme was 
agreed in the context of the Programme for Economic and Social Progress, published in 1991.  

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools now receive assistance to pro-
vide for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under these grant schemes.  It is a matter 
for each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular 
needs. Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff 
taken on to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility 
for terms of employment rests with the school. 

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers, including through an indepen-
dent arbitration process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 
10% between 2016 and 2019 for staff and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 be phased in 
over that period.  This arbitration agreement covers the period up to 31 December 2019.  

The arbitration agreement was designed to be of greatest benefit to lower-paid secretaries 
and caretakers. For example, a secretary or caretaker who was paid the then minimum wage of 
€8.65 per hour in 2015 prior to the arbitration has from 1 January 2019, been paid €13 per hour 
which is a 50% increase in that individual’s hourly pay.

Officials from my Department attended a meeting of the Joint Committee on Education and 
Skills on 9 April to discuss the status of non-teaching staff.

In May this year officials from my Department had discussions with FÓRSA trade union 
representatives as part of a planned meeting. FÓRSA took the opportunity to formally table a 
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pay claim.  

This was tabled as a follow-on claim from the current pay agreement for this cohort of staff 
which lasts until December 2019. The Department issued surveys on the 10th of July to estab-
lish the full current cost of the trade union’s claim. This is standard practice.

Officials from the Department met with FÓRSA representatives in September. Management 
Bodies representing the employers of schools impacted by the action were also in attendance at 
the meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to further explore the details of the pay claim as 
presented by FÓRSA and the nature of the industrial action.  

On 30 September FÓRSA requested the Department to agree to use the services of the 
Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) to resolve the dispute.  As is normal practice the De-
partment has agreed to use the industrial relations machinery of the state in an effort to resolve 
this matter.  

In order to address the various issues within the claim and to arrive at a mutually acceptable 
solution, the Department is in discussions with FÓRSA under the auspices of the WRC.

Question No. 43 answered with Question No. 41.

17/10/2019WRB03700Schools Site Acquisitions

17/10/2019WRB0380044. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the site acquisition to accommodate a school (details supplied); the timeline of works to ensure 
that the school campus is completed as soon as possible; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41413/19]

17/10/2019WRB03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, the 
provision of new accommodation for the schools in question is included in my Department’s 
capital programme.  The project to provide this school accommodation requires the acquisition 
of a suitable site and this has proved to be extremely challenging to date, despite the best ef-
forts of my Department and of officials in Donegal County Council who are assisting under the 
Memorandum of Understanding.

A number of site options are currently being pursued and I wish to assure the Deputy that of-
ficials in both my Department and Donegal County Council are actively engaged in this process 
to deliver a solution for the schools at the earliest possible date.

17/10/2019WRB04000Pupil-Teacher Ratio

17/10/2019WRB0410045. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the degree to 
which he expects class sizes and student teacher ratios to improve in 2020; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [42553/19]

17/10/2019WRB04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Budget 2020 provides the 
fourth successive year of major reinvestment in our education and training system as we con-
tinue to implement the Action Plan for Education, our plan to make Ireland’s education and 
training service the best in Europe by 2026.  In 2020, the budget for the Department of Educa-
tion and Skills will increase by €360 million, a 3.4% increase on last year.  In total, the Educa-
tion budget will have increased by almost €2 billion compared to 2016.
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Over 580 additional posts in schools will be funded to cater for children with special needs, 
growth in student population and small schools. This builds on the Budget 2018 measure which 
provided a one point improvement in the staffing schedule in primary schools which brings the 
position to the most favourable ever seen at primary level and Budget 2019 which provided 
over 1300 additional posts in schools.

The Statistics Section of my Department’s website contains extensive data in relation to our 
schools including pupil teacher ratios and teacher numbers. The latest figures in relation to pu-
pil teacher ratios show an improved ratio of teachers to students from 16:1 to 15.2:1 at primary 
level and 13.8:1 to 13:1 at post primary level when comparing the 2015/16 school year to the 
2018/19 school year.  It is expected that these ratios will further improve when the statistics for 
the 2019/20 school year are published.

17/10/2019WRB04300Capitation Grants

17/10/2019WRB0440046. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the lim-
ited increase in the capitation grants in view of the number of schools which struggle to cover 
their running costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42582/19]

17/10/2019WRB04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I fully recognise the need to 
improve capitation funding for schools.

I am pleased to have been able to provide for a further 2.5% increase in standard capita-
tion funding for primary and post-primary schools that will apply from the start of the 2020/21 
school year.  This builds on last years 5% increase in budget 2019.

In addition to the increase in standard capitation, the enhanced rates of capitation payable in 
respect of students with Special Educational Needs will be increased by 7.5% from the start of 
the 2020/21 school year.  The combined increases given in 2019 and 2020 mean that circa 40% 
restoration will be achieved. 

It is my intention to seek funding for further capitation increases in future budgets.

17/10/2019WRB04600State Examinations Data

17/10/2019WRB0470047. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of students 
who have availed of bereavement arrangements since the pilot scheme was introduced in 2019; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42612/19]

17/10/2019WRB04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions. 

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you

17/10/2019WRB04900Schools Site Acquisitions

17/10/2019WRB0500048. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress in 
identifying possible sites for the proposed new school building for a school (details supplied); 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42597/19]

17/10/2019WRB05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, a new 
site is required for the replacement building for the school in question and my Department has 
commenced the site identification process. In line with protocols for the use of State property 
assets, my Department has written to the Department of Defence enquiring if the Department 
is in a position to provide a site that could be suitable. My Department has also been in liaison 
with Kildare County Council in regard to identifying a potential site.  

Due to commercial sensitivities surrounding site acquisitions in general, I cannot comment 
further at this point in the process, though I can assure the Deputy that my Department is mak-
ing every effort to progress the matter.

While a site acquisition process is underway, given the commercial sensitivities associated 
with land acquisitions generally I am not in a position to comment further at this time.

17/10/2019WRB05200Capital Expenditure Programme

17/10/2019WRB0530049. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the €19 million 
drop in capital spending arising from his post-budget statement will affect school building proj-
ects in the Dublin 7 and Dublin 15 areas, in particular for schools (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [42578/19]

17/10/2019WRB05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Department’s capital bud-
get for 2020 should be considered in the context of an increase of over 26% between 2018 and 
2019 (€745m in 2018 rising to €941m in 2019). Also, the value achieved from the disposal 
by TU Dublin of its Kevin Street property, the sale of which closed in August, means that the 
Department no longer needs to set aside a significant funding envelope for the Grangegorman 
development in 2020.  The Kevin Street property sold for €140m which was about €60m above 
the guide price. This reduces pressure on the Department’s capital budget in 2020.

The allocation for my Department’s School Buildings programme in 2020 is broadly in line 
with the allocation for 2019.  In 2019 the allocation was €622m. The allocation envisaged for 
2020 is €620m. This €2m reduction will have no material impact on the school building pro-
gramme.

17/10/2019WRB05500Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/10/2019WRB0560050. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his De-
partment receives feedback from principals of secondary schools regarding the need for special 
education classes, including those schools already taking students from ASD schools at primary 
level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41411/19]

17/10/2019WRB05700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for Spe-
cial Education (NCSE) has a statutory function to plan and co-ordinate the provision of educa-
tion and support services to children with special educational needs. 

This includes the establishment of special class and special school placements in various 
geographical areas where the NCSE identifies need.

The NCSE have well established structures to consult with school Principals to ensure that 
advance planning is in place so that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children 
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who have been identified as needing special class placements. Planning covers both primarty 
and post primary levels.

The NCSE team of locally based Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are avail-
able to assist and advise school Principals to plan for special class provision and to address 
issues in provision that may arise from time in time at local levels.  

In deciding where to establish a special class in an area, the NCSE take account of the cur-
rent and projected demand and the available school accommodation both current and planned. 

In this regard, the NCSE local SENO will consult with the Principals of individual schools 
in areas where special classes will be required to enable the timely planning of special class 
provision in the area. 

The NCSE also hosts annual CPD events for the Principals of schools with new and estab-
lished special classes.

Guidelines for Boards of Management and Principals of Primary and Post Primary schools 
contain information on setting up and organising special classes, including information on re-
sources which may be provided to schools to establish special classes are available to download 
from www.ncse.ie.

17/10/2019WRB05800School Services Staff

17/10/2019WRB0590051. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to include 
school secretaries in full-time year long remuneration with full rights and employment entitle-
ments as enjoyed by others working in the public sector. [39523/19]

17/10/2019WRB06000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I recognise the very important 
work done by these staff, and the other support staff in the running of our schools.  I have spo-
ken to a number of school secretaries about their employment conditions and understand the 
issues they have raised.

In Budget 2020 I increased the number of secretaries in certain schools, allowing schools 
with enrolments of 500-625 to fill secretary vacancies provided they have fewer than 1.5 secre-
taries, and schools with enrolments of 626-699 will be permitted to fill vacancies provided they 
have fewer than two posts filled. These measures will take effect from September 2020.  

Earlier this year I relaxed the moratorium for those C&C and ETB schools with enrolments 
of 700 and more which allow them to employ additional school secretaries up to a maximum of 
two per school. There are 91 schools in the C&C and ETB Sector who meet this criteria, based 
on the information currently available to this Department. This is an initial step and has taken 
immediate effect

Schemes were initiated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of clerical officers and care-
takers in schools.  The schemes were withdrawn completely in 2008.  These schemes have been 
superseded by the more extensive capitation grant schemes.  The current grant scheme was 
agreed in the context of the Programme for Economic and Social Progress, published in 1991.  

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools now receive assistance to pro-
vide for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under these grant schemes.  It is a matter 
for each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular 
needs. Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff 
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taken on to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility 
for terms of employment rests with the school. 

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers, including through an indepen-
dent arbitration process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 
10% between 2016 and 2019 for staff and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 be phased in 
over that period.  This arbitration agreement covers the period up to 31 December 2019.  

The arbitration agreement was designed to be of greatest benefit to lower-paid secretaries 
and caretakers. For example, a secretary or caretaker who was paid the then minimum wage of 
€8.65 per hour in 2015 prior to the arbitration has from 1 January 2019, been paid €13 per hour 
which is a 50% increase in that individual’s hourly pay.

Officials from my Department attended a meeting of the Joint Committee on Education and 
Skills on 9 April to discuss the status of non-teaching staff.

In May this year officials from my Department had discussions with FÓRSA trade union 
representatives as part of a planned meeting. FÓRSA took the opportunity to formally table a 
pay claim.  

This was tabled as a follow-on claim from the current pay agreement for this cohort of staff 
which lasts until December 2019. The Department issued surveys on the 10th of July to estab-
lish the full current cost of the trade union’s claim. This is standard practice.

Officials from the Department met with FÓRSA representatives in September. Management 
Bodies representing the employers of schools impacted by the action were also in attendance at 
the meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to further explore the details of the pay claim as 
presented by FÓRSA and the nature of the industrial action.  

On 30 September FÓRSA requested the Department to agree to use the services of the 
Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) to resolve the dispute.  As is normal practice the De-
partment has agreed to use the industrial relations machinery of the state in an effort to resolve 
this matter.  

In order to address the various issues within the claim and to arrive at a mutually acceptable 
solution, the Department is in discussions with FÓRSA under the auspices of the WRC.

17/10/2019WRC00200Curaclam Scoile

17/10/2019WRC0030052. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna cén 
fáth nach bhfuil sé chun ábhar éigeantach a dhéanamh athuair den stair i gcomhair an Teastais 
Shóisearaigh, agus cad iad a thuairimí ar an ábhar sin. [41408/19]

17/10/2019WRC00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I mí na Samhna na bliana 
anuraidh d’iarr mé ar an gComhairle Náisiúnta Curaclaim agus Measúnachta (CNCM) ath-
bhreithniú a dhéanamh ar an stair a bheith ina hábhar roghnach faoin gCreat nua don tSraith 
Shóisearach. D’iarr mé freisin ar CNCM a fháil amach cén tslí is fearr chun staidéar ar an stair 
inár scoileanna a chur chun cinn.  Fuair mé tuarascáil chomhairleach CNCM i mí Iúil na bliana 
seo agus táim fíorbhuíoch don chomhairle as an obair atá déanta aici.

Rinne mé machnamh cúramach ar thuarascáil CNCM, ina gcuirtear in iúl go soiléir go so-
láthraítear leis an tsonraíocht nua don Stair faoin gCreat don tSraith Shóisearach bealach níos 



17 October 2019

29

fearr chun an Stair a mhúineadh agus a fhoghlaim ná mar a bhíodh ann roimhe seo. Cé go bhfuil 
a fhios agam go bhfuil an t-ábhar le hathbhreithniú i gceann dhá bhliain, tá fonn orm, áfach, 
beart a dhéanamh anois chun a chinntiú nach dtagann aon laghdú ar líon na ndaltaí atá ag dé-
anamh staidéir ar an Stair.  Sin an fáth ar fhógair mé le gairid go bhfuil stádas lárnach speisialta 
le bheith ag an Stair i gcuraclam na Sraithe Sóisearaí.

Beidh mé ag iarraidh tacaíochta ón gComhairle Náisiúnta Curaclaim agus Measúnachta 
chun a fháil amach conas is fearr is féidir é sin a bhaint amach. Táim ag dúil go mbeidh na 
socruithe lena ndéantar foráil do stádas lárnach speisialta i leith an ábhair i bhfeidhm ag tús na 
chéad scoilbhliana eile, le go mbeadh feidhm aige i gcás na ndaltaí a bheidh ag tosú ar an tSraith 
Shóisearach ag an am sin.

17/10/2019WRC00500Small Schools

17/10/2019WRC0060053. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his hosting of a 
symposium on small schools before summer 2019 and his introduction of changes to the PTR 
for small schools and additional release days for teaching principals, signals a policy shift to 
support small schools. [42606/19]

17/10/2019WRC00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Budget 2020 has provided for 
improved teacher staffing levels for schools with four teachers or less.  This measure will see 
a more favourable pupil teacher ratio in small schools from September 2020.  This improved 
schedule will apply in two, three and four teacher schools and ensure one less pupil is required 
to retain/recruit a teacher.

In addition, Budget 2020 is the third successive budget to provide for an increase in the 
number of principal release days.  One additional release day will be allocated to each school 
with a teaching principal with effect from 1 September 2020.  This will bring the number of 
release days to 19, 25 and 31, depending on the size of school.  This is an increase from 14, 
18 and 22 days since 2015.  In addition, a further four additional release days are allocated to 
schools with special classes.

Rural schools make up the majority of our primary school sector: nearly 2,000 out of just 
over 3,100 schools. As such, I fully recognise their value to communities right across the coun-
try. They provide a vital link to local heritage and history, help sustain rural populations and 
often act as a link for sports and social activity.

The majority of rural schools (over 1,200) are classed as small - having 4 or fewer teach-
ers. Whilst facing the challenges and opportunities that all schools do, this particular group of 
schools has specific challenges. I have been listening to our partners around this and discussing 
what we can do to support small schools and ensure that they have a sustainable future. 

The Programme for Government makes a commitment not to close any small school with-
out the consent of parents and I am honouring this partnership approach as I examine the issue. 

I have spoken with international colleagues to hear their perspective and, together with my 
colleague Michael Ring, Minister for Rural and Community Development, hosted a Sympo-
sium on Small Schools. I want to actively engage with the people and organisations who work 
in and with small schools and who understand the value and opportunities they offer to their 
communities. 

Already, we as a Government have shown that we are listening and I was pleased to an-
nounced additional supports in Budget 2020. The work now underway in relation to small 
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schools seeks to build on this in a sustainable way. Between now and next March, I will con-
tinue to engage with the main partners through the Primary Education Forum and my Depart-
ment’s Small Schools Steering Group to develop a new policy of supports for small schools and 
feed into the Estimates process for 2021. 

17/10/2019WRC00800Schools Building Projects Status

17/10/2019WRC0090054. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
process to move a school (details supplied) to tender stage; the status of conveyancing of the 
site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42596/19]

17/10/2019WRC01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy has recently completed Stage 2(b) of architectural planning 
and has been progressed to tender stage. 

A tender stage normally takes between 7 and 8 months to complete. 

The estimated construction duration for this project is 18 months. 

In regard to the site acquisition, good progress is being made and it is anticipated that con-
veyancing will conclude in the near future. There is good ongoing engagement between both 
legal teams on finalising matters.  It is not possible to elaborate on specific details due to com-
mercial sensitivities, however, the Department will continue in its commitment to keep all par-
ties generally appraised of progress in the transaction.

The Deputy may be aware that the outcome of the re-commenced pre-qualification process 
for the main contract has been notified to contractors who expressed interest in tendering for 
this project.  Feedback and issues arising from same has resulted in a legal challenge to the re-
commenced pre-qualification process for the main contract from one unsuccessful contractor. 
This matter is being handled on my Department’s behalf by the Chief State Solicitor’s Office. 

My Department is fully aware of the urgency of this project for Monasterevin and the need 
to get the tendering process underway as quickly as possible.

17/10/2019WRC01100Schools Building Projects Status

17/10/2019WRC0120055. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress of 
the new building for a school (details supplied) in County Kildare; the timeline for completion; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42513/19]

17/10/2019WRC01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy has recently completed Stage 2(b) of architectural planning 
and has been progressed to tender stage. 

A tender stage normally takes between 7 and 8 months to complete. 

The estimated construction duration for this project is 18 months.

The Deputy may be aware that the outcome of the re-commenced pre-qualification process 
for the main contract has been notified to contractors who expressed interest in tendering for 
this project.  Feedback and issues arising from same has resulted in a legal challenge to the re-
commenced pre-qualification process for the main contact from one unsuccessful contractor.  
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This matter is being handled on my Department’s behalf by the Chief State Solicitor’s Office. 

My Department is fully aware of the urgency of this project for Monasterevin and the need 
to get the tendering process underway as quickly as possible.

17/10/2019WRC01400Small Schools

17/10/2019WRC0150056. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he is tak-
ing to support rural schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41800/19]

17/10/2019WRC01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Rural schools make up the 
majority of our primary school sector: nearly 2,000 out of just over 3,100 schools. As such, I 
fully recognise their value to communities right across the country. They provide a vital link to 
local heritage and history, help sustain rural populations and often act as a link for sports and 
social activity.

The majority of rural schools (over 1,200) are classed as small- having 4 or fewer teach-
ers. Whilst facing the challenges and opportunities that all schools do, this particular group of 
schools has specific challenges. I have been listening to our partners around this and discussing 
what we can do to support small schools and ensure that they have a sustainable future. 

The Programme for Government makes a commitment not to close any small school with-
out the consent of parents and I am honouring this partnership approach as I examine the issue. 

I have spoken with international colleagues to hear their perspective and, together with my 
colleague Michael Ring, Minister for Rural and Community Development, hosted a Sympo-
sium on Small Schools. I want to actively engage with the people and organisations who work 
in and with small schools and who understand the value and opportunities they offer to their 
communities. 

Already, we as a Government have shown that we are listening and I was pleased to an-
nounced additional supports in Budget 2020. This record level of investment in the sector is 
providing for an extra release day for teaching principals and improved teaching staffing levels 
for small schools. The work now underway in relation to small schools seeks to build on this 
in a sustainable way. Between now and next March, I will continue to engage with the main 
partners through the Primary Education Forum and my Department’s Small Schools Steering 
Group to develop a new policy of supports for small schools and feed into the Estimates process 
for 2021. 

Budget 2020 reduced PTR for small schools.

17/10/2019WRC01700Schools Building Regulations

17/10/2019WRC0180057. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the situation of schools 
affected by an issue with a company (details supplied); if a full independent review will be con-
ducted; if so, when such a review will take place; and the mechanisms his Department is using 
to procure the school building programme. [42576/19]

17/10/2019WRC01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Deputy will be aware that 
the Department commenced a programme of structural assessments in over 40 schools built by 
the company in late October last year.  At that time, a part of 1 school building was closed, im-
mediate precautionary measures were put in place in 22 schools, with the remaining 17 schools 
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not requiring immediate precautionary measures pending further detailed investigations.  De-
tailed investigations in the 22 schools with precautionary measures in place took place between 
January and May 2019.  The first phase of the School Remediation Programme for these schools 
took place during the 2019 summer holiday period with permanent remediation work carried 
out enabling the removal of precautionary measures in full in 14 schools and preparatory work 
well advanced to commence structural remediation work in the remaining 8 schools.

Planned detailed investigations in the remaining 17 schools also took place over the summer 
months. The engineering advice following those detailed investigations was that some tempo-
rary engineering solutions and other precautionary measures should be completed in some parts 
of some of these buildings until permanent remediation works were designed, programmed and 
delivered.  These works were completed in advance of these schools re-opening for the new 
school year.

The programme to complete the remediation of all the impacted schools is continuing, with 
the intention to maximise the summer holiday periods in 2020 and 2021 to carry out permanent 
works. 

I wish to advise the Deputy that I recently announced that the independent review of current 
use and practices in the Design and Build Procurement/Construction Model for the delivery of 
school building internationally has been awarded to the School of Surveying and Construction 
Management, Technological University Dublin.  The scope and nature of the current review is 
designed to ensure that it does not prejudice the on-going legal process initiated by the Depart-
ment against the company and others.

The report arising from this review will be finalised by the end of Quarter 4 this year.  

The independent review will be an important precursor in a planned wider independent re-
view of the Department’s Design & Build Programme which will commence when the ongoing 
legal process has concluded.  

Design and Build has been one of a mix of procurement routes used by the Department of 
Education and Skills to deliver school places over the past 10 years.  

Other procurement methods employed by the Department include traditional procurement, 
i.e. the design work is contracted separately from the construction; Public Private Partnerships 
(PPPs); and devolved delivery, i.e. where a project is devolved to another entity, such as an 
Education and Training Board (ETB), the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA), lo-
cal authority or OPW, for delivery. It is considered that the use of a mix of procurement routes 
has been, and continues to be, essential to delivering school places at the pace required, taking 
account of capacity both in the construction industry and the public sector.

17/10/2019WRC02000Digital Strategy for Schools

17/10/2019WRC0210058. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans 
to establish a digital literacy education programme at both primary and secondary level in 
schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42544/19]

17/10/2019WRC02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Considerable work has already 
been done in the development of curricula on digital literacy.  At both primary and post-primary 
levels considerable scope for building the capacity of students in the area of digital literacy is 
provided for through the emphasis on dispositions, competencies and skills as foundational 
elements of the curriculum.  Specifically, in the newly introduced Framework for Junior Cycle, 
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digital literacy skills are promoted through the eight Key Skills (all skills have an ICT/digital 
component) and through the Statements of Learning. In addition, in the ongoing reviews of the 
Primary Curriculum and of the Senior Cycle the skills of, or skills closely related to, digital 
literacy, have featured strongly in all discussions on future provision.  

Currently at post-primary level, there are several programmes and courses in ICT and Digi-
tal Literacy already in place, particularly the Junior Cycle Short Course in Digital Literacy and 
the IT courses in the Leaving Certificate Applied programme. To a lesser extent, the recently-
introduced Leaving Certificate subject in Computer Science also looks at aspects of digital 
literacy. 

In studying the Junior Cycle Short Course in Digital Media Literacy, students learn to use 
digital technology, communication tools and the internet creatively, critically and safely, in 
support of their development, learning and capacity to participate effectively in social and com-
munity life.

The Information and Communication Technology module forms part of the core curriculum 
for all Leaving Certificate Applied students. It is intended to develop the students’ skills, knowl-
edge, attitudes and understanding of Information and Communication Technology to enable 
them to use digital technology in both their current and future lives. 

In addition, areas such as Wellbeing and its constituent programmes in Social, Personal 
and Health Education, Relationships and Sexuality Education and Civic, Social and Political 
Education also underpin skills of digital literacy in engaging with the subject material in these 
courses.

The Digital Learning Framework is currently being disseminated to all schools. The Frame-
work promotes student engagement in the teaching and learning process and will help towards 
the development of digital literacy skills. The development and adaption of this Framework is a 
key objective of the Digital Strategy for Schools which is currently being implemented. 

17/10/2019WRC02300Oideachas Tríú Leibhéal

17/10/2019WRC0240059. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna an bh-
fuil sé chun aon athrú a dhéanamh ar an éagóir atá i gceist maidir leis na táillí suntasacha is gá 
d’ábhair múinteoirí a íoc as an gcoicís éigeantach a chaitheann said sa Ghaeltacht mar chuid 
den chúrsa bunmhúinteoireachta i mbliain a haon agus i mbliain a trí den chúrsa, agus an bhfuil 
sé i gceist aige an táille a ísliú nó deireadh a chur léi. [41407/19]

17/10/2019WRC02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Rinneadh an cinneadh le de-
ontais do shocrúcháin Ghaeltachta a stopadh le linn na géarchéime eacnamaíochta nuair a bhí 
gá, ar an drochuair, le cinntí an-deacair a dhéanamh chun airgead an náisiúin a chobhsú. Mar 
sin féin, thuig mé go maith an dúshlán atá ann do mhic léinn i dtaca le costas an tsocrúcháin.

Tá áthas orm, mar sin, go n-áirítear le Cáinfhaisnéis 2020 tiomantas chun an deontas Gael-
tachta a chur ar ais do mhic léinn i gcláir oiliúna tosaigh múinteoirí atá maoinithe ag an Stát. 
Beidh feidhm leis an mbeart ón mbliain acadúil 2020/2021.

Bainfidh mic léinn fochéime agus mic léinn iarchéime araon tairbhe as an mbeart, a chos-
nóidh €1.8 milliún in aghaidh na bliana, meastar. 

Tá an socrúchán Gaeltachta an-tábhachtach mar eispéireas tumtha Gaeilge do mhúinteoirí 
faoi oiliúint. Cuireann sé feabhas ar a gcumas cumarsáide sa Ghaeilge, i gcomhthéacs an róil 
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a bheidh acu amach anseo mar mhúinteoirí Gaeilge agus ábhair eile trí Ghaeilge. Cuireann sé 
feabhas freisin ar a dtuiscint ar shaol agus cultúr sa Ghaeltacht agus ar an saol mar atá i bpobail 
dhátheangacha. Is chuige sin a chinn an Chomhairle Mhúinteoireachta go mbeadh an socrúchán 
riachtanach sa chaoi is go bhféadfadh na múinteoirí faoi oiliúint go léir ar leibhéal na bunscoile 
cáiliú. 

Bainfidh thart ar 2,400 múinteoir faoi oiliúint tairbhe as an mbeart seo sa chéad bhliain.

17/10/2019WRC02600Special Educational Needs Staff

17/10/2019WRC0270060. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the 1,000 SNA 
positions announced in budget 2020 are additional to the 900 announced in 2019; the number of 
the 900 positions that have been filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42352/19]

17/10/2019WRC02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Budget 2019 provided for 950 
additional SNA posts. To date over 900 of these posts have been allocated with the remainder 
expected to be allocated by the end of the year.

By the end of this year, there will be up to 15,950 SNAs working in our schools, an increase 
of over 51% since 2011.  

Budget 2020 has provided for 1,064 additional SNAs posts which will bring the total num-
ber of SNA posts in schools to over 17,000 in 2020.

17/10/2019WRC02900School Funding

17/10/2019WRC0300061. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the level of funding 
for accommodation adaptation available to the schools in the Dublin 7 and 15 areas that have 
been served with notices pursuant to section 37A of the Education Act 1998; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [42580/19]

17/10/2019WRC03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that my Department administers a number of grants which together aim to improve 
and maintain school buildings and which can be used to address the issues raised. My Depart-
ment’s Emergency Works Grant is one such source of funding and its purpose is solely for 
unforeseen emergencies or to provide funding to facilitate inclusion and access for special 
needs pupils.  Primary and post-primary schools seeking emergency works funding must refer 
to the Emergency Works Circular 0018/2011 and apply under this scheme by completing the 
Emergency Works Application Form, both of which are available on the Department’s website.

My Department’s Capital Programme provides for devolved funding for additional class-
rooms, if required, for schools where an immediate enrolment need has been identified or where 
an additional teacher has been appointed.  Details of schools listed on this programme can 
be found on my Department’s website www.education.ie and this information is updated reg-
ularly.  School authorities who wish to apply under the Additional Schools Accommodation 
Scheme can do so by completing the application form which is available on the website. 

I am also pleased to inform the Deputy that, on approval of a special class in a school, my 
Department provides lump sum grant aid (€6,500 per class) towards the purchase of educational 
aids and equipment for special needs pupils enrolled in that class.  My Department also pro-
vides a once-off lump sum grant aid (€7,000 per school) towards the purchase of educational 
equipment for schools with approval for a multi-sensory room.  General classroom furniture 
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and an ICT grant of €5,000 per classroom is also grant aided by my Department. This funding 
is provided on a devolved basis and it is a matter for the school authority to decide on the edu-
cational items to be purchased.  

Grant aid is also made available to schools under my Department’s Loose Furniture & 
Equipment Scheme to fund the purchase of special items of furniture for special needs pupils. 
This scheme applies to all children who are diagnosed as having special needs. Items funded 
include classroom  seating, desks and changing/toileting items for both primary and post pri-
mary schools.

17/10/2019WRC03200Student Accommodation

17/10/2019WRC0330062. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details of addi-
tional provision made for student accommodation in budget 2020; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42595/19]

17/10/2019WRC03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The development and financ-
ing of purpose built student accommodation (PBSA) in the University sector is a matter for the 
Universities themselves.   

Since the publication of Rebuilding Ireland in July 2016 2,508 PBSA bedspaces have been 
completed or are under construction within the universities.  There are an additional 3,100 bed-
spaces either within the planning process or at plans granted within the sector as at the end of 
September this year.   

This is in addition to the significant pipeline of supply from activity in the private sector 
which amounts to over 18,000 additional bedspaces which are known to be in development by 
the private sector (from plans applied, granted, on-site developments at the current time and 
includes the 6,900 bedspaces completed by the sector since July 2016).

17/10/2019WRC03500University Global Rankings

17/10/2019WRC0360063. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to develop 
a strategy to address the falling university rankings. [42528/19]

17/10/2019WRC03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The private higher education 
ranking systems, of which there are many, each monitor different aspects of international high-
er education institutions.  In the most recent set of rankings (Times Higher Education global 
rankings) two Irish universities ranked lower than last year while three maintained and two 
increased their ranking band. 

Each of the systems award different weightings to various components of the area under 
review and the ranking assigned in any particular year not only depends on how an individual 
institution has performed, but also on how it has performed in relation to all other institutions 
under review.  

In the context of overall system performance progression and excellence, the fulfilment of 
specific broader Government policies may have adversely impacted on rankings for the long 
term benefit of the higher education system and its wider role in Irish society.  This is evident 
in terms of investment in access and inclusion, skills development and structural reform which 
will futureproof the system.



Questions - Written Answers

36

It is therefore important that we set goals for the system and then benchmark these against 
best international practice rather than solely depending on comparison across variable ranking 
systems. While the rankings are informative when taken in context, they should be seen as one 
element of feedback on the higher education system and I do not propose to deliver a specific 
strategy in this area.

17/10/2019WRC03800Schools Building Projects Data

17/10/2019WRC0390064. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of school 
building projects at stage 2B detailed design; the number that have been at this stage for up to 
one, one to three, three to five, five to seven, seven to ten and more than ten years, respectively; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41420/19]

17/10/2019WRC04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In terms of current projects at 
Stage 2(b) - Detailed Design, 19 projects have recently been approved to Stage 2(b) and are at 
this latter stage of architectural planning for less than 1 year, 28 such projects have been pro-
gressing through the stage from 1-3 years, 15 projects have been progressing from 3-5 years, 
8 further projects have been progressing from 5-7 years and 2 projects have been progressing 
through the stage from 7-10 years.

This is in the context of currently over 70 major school building projects in advanced archi-
tectural planning and a continuous throughput of projects moving into Stage 2(b) and onwards 
to Tender Stage and Construction.

17/10/2019WRC04100School Curriculum

17/10/2019WRC0420065. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will consider 
changing the status of turntables to deem them musical instruments on the school curriculum; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42605/19]

17/10/2019WRC04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Leaving Certificate Music 
syllabus states clearly that: 

‘Students will be expected to demonstrate an ability to input via electronic instruments (and/
or conventional instruments with electronic controllers providing a midi interface) a musical 
score of at least two real parts.’ 

Turntables do not allow for the input of musical score, and are therefore not suitable for the 
purpose of demonstrating an ability to understand and to use microtechnology music-making 
systems. 

It is therefore not considered to be an instrument and is not equitable with other acoustic or 
electronic instruments for practical/performance purposes. 

Students are, however, free to use electronic instruments for performance purposes. 

While electronic instruments are referenced in the Leaving Certificate syllabus no specific 
electronic musical instruments are named, but nor is there an exhaustive list of recognised 
acoustic instruments. Electronic musical instruments are referenced generally, as synthesisers, 
MIDI interfaces and computerised music systems. Likewise, no electronic music equipment is 
specified in any syllabus documentation. 
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In relation to the Junior Cycle specification 2018, there are no references to specific instru-
ments electronic or otherwise. There is no distinction made between acoustic and electronic in 
the Junior Cycle specification for Music, allowing for the inclusion and exploration of a variety 
of instruments by students.

For the purposes of assessment at Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate Music, students can 
perform as a soloist or as a group on any instrument or combination of instruments, and this 
can be acoustic or digital/electronic. The State Examinations Commission issue guidelines on 
this every year, to ensure that there is clarity on what is allowed and not allowed in the practical 
examination. Here is an example of their guidelines from 2019: https://www.examinations.ie/
schools/EN-1011-11962080.pdf   

At primary level, the primary school curriculum incorporates the subject’s visual arts, music 
and drama within the curriculum area of arts education. In the primary school music curricu-
lum, enabling pupils to record compositions on electronic media is referenced in all strands of 
the curriculum from infants up to sixth class.

The music curriculum for 3rd and 4th classes confirms that pupils should be enabled to 
select different kinds of sounds, including electronic instruments. For 5th and 6th classes the 
curriculum advises “creativity and uniqueness are given a means of self-expression through the 
provision of opportunities to experiment and gain control of a range of musical materials. These 
include manufactured instruments and home-made percussion and melodic instruments as well 
as electronic media.”

17/10/2019WRC04400Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/10/2019WRC0450066. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which he expects the teaching requirements of children with special needs will be met in the 
coming year with particular reference to the availability of special needs teachers, special needs 
assistants, speech and languages therapists and occupational therapists; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42552/19]

17/10/2019WRC04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Very significant levels of fi-
nancial provision are made to ensure that all children with special educational needs can be 
provided with an education appropriate to their needs.

My Department currently spends approximately €1.9 Billion or almost 20% of its total cur-
rent educational and training budget annually on making additional provision for children with 
special educational needs.

This represents an increase of over 50% in total expenditure since 2011, at which point 
€1.247 Billion per annum was provided.

The main supports this funding provides for are:

 - Over 13,400 special education teacher posts currently allocated to mainstream primary 
and post primary who support the mainstream class teacher by providing additional teaching 
support for pupils with special educational needs in schools.

 - The total number of Special Educational Teachers has increased by 37% since 2011, from 
9,740 in 2011, to over 13,400 at present. 

 - Budget 2020 provides an additional 120 special education teacher posts which means that 
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13,620 Special Education Teaching posts will be available for allocation to mainstream primary 
and post primary schools by the end of 2020. 

 - Provision has been made for up to 17,014 Special Needs Assistant (SNA) posts to be al-
located to primary, post primary and special schools in 2020, with Budget 2020 providing an 
additional 1064 Special Needs Assistants for schools. 

 - The SNA scheme provides mainstream Primary, Post Primary schools and Special Schools 
with additional adult support staff to assist children with special educational needs who also 
have additional and significant care needs from a disability.

 - Provision for 17,014 SNAs represents an increase of 60% since 2011.The number of 
SNAs in the school system has increased by almost 50%, from 10,575 in 2011 to over 15,800 
at present.

 - The additional SNAs provided for, will support the roll out of the New School Inclusion 
model, including a new allocation methodology for mainstream schools in the 2020/21 school 
year, which will ensure students with additional needs get the right supports at the right time, as 
well as supporting new special class and special school places.

 - A pilot of the new School Inclusion Model approved by Government on 8 February last, 
is being implemented in HSE CHO7 for this school year, which is designed to test a new inte-
grated education and health service model for supporting students with additional needs.

 - The demonstration project to provide in-school and pre-school therapy services which 
was introduced for the 2018/19 school year will continue to provide in-school and pre-school 
therapy services as part of the School Inclusion Model in order to ensure a wraparound service. 
The purpose of the demonstration project is to test a model of tailored therapeutic supports 
that allows for early intervention in terms of providing speech and language and occupational 
therapy within ‘educational settings’. This innovative pilot complements existing HSE funded 
provision of essential therapy services. 

 - Since 2011, the number of special classes in mainstream schools has increased by almost 
200% from 548 to 1,621 for 2019/2020 school year. Of these 1,355 special classes will cater for 
students diagnosed with ASD. 

 - 167 new special classes have been established nationally for 2019/20 school year of which 
approximately 156 will be new ASD special classes, comprising 6 Early Intervention, 100 pri-
mary and 50 post-primary ASD classes. udget 2020 provides for an additional 265 special class 
teachers in 2020, which will allow for the opening of additional classes to cater for over 1,300 
additional places, where required.

 - 124 special schools providing specialist education for approximately 7,500 pupils annu-
ally with over 1,400 teachers. Budget 2020 provides for an additional 23 teaching posts for spe-
cial schools, designed to meet expected increases in enrolments in 2020, providing over 8,000 
pupil places in special schools. It also provides for the continued provision of administrative 
deputy principal posts in special schools with 15+ teaching posts, introduced in special schools 
for the first time this September.

 - The NCSE is currently undertaking Policy Advice on Education Provision in Special 
Classes and Special Schools to examine whether placement in specialist settings brings about 
improved educational outcomes and experiences, relative to their ability, for students with spe-
cial educational needs. This Policy Advice is to be completed and a report submitted to the 
Minister no later than June 2020. It is anticipated that a progress report will be submitted by the 
NCSE in the coming weeks.
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 - Other supports provides for assistive technology supports and equipment, special school 
transport arrangements including additional transport assistance such as bus escorts; teacher 
training and continuing professional development in the area of special education; enhanced 
capitation levels for special schools and special classes and modification of school buildings to 
assist with access and new build provisions to ensure inclusive settings in newly built schools.

 - The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) includes a new Regional Support 
Service within the NCSE to support the inclusion of children with special educational needs in 
schools.

 - A Home Tuition scheme provides for the education of children with special educational 
needs who are awaiting school placement and the July provision provides for an extended 
school year scheme.

 - Special Arrangements for State Examinations – reasonable accommodations and supports 
are made available to support children with special educational needs to participate in state 
exams.

This increased investment in teachers, SNAs, therapeutic and other supports reflects the pri-
ority which this Government has put on helping children with special educational needs to fulfil 
their potential. It also reflects the growing participation of children with Special Educational 
Needs in the Education System and the capacity of the Education System to better support their 
full participation and progression.

Notwithstanding the extent of unprecedented level of investment, I am aware that issues 
remain. 

There are some parts of the country where increases in population and other issues have led 
to shortages in capacity in the school system. 

In these areas, some parents are experiencing difficulty in securing a suitable place for their 
children. This will continue to be a major concern for me and my Department.

Section 37A of the Education Act 1998 has been invoked already and it may need to be used 
again.  However, my stated preference is for schools to engage with this challenge on a volun-
tary basis because it is the right thing for the children in their community.

My Department will continue to support the NCSE to continue to work with schools, patron 
bodies and teachers so that they can establish special classes where required with confidence.  
In that way, parents can be happy that the education needs of their children will be provided for 
in their local school in so far as possible.

Ensuring every child has access to a suitable school placement is a priority for me and my 
Department and we will continue to ensure that this can be provided for.

17/10/2019WRC04700Special Educational Needs Staff Contracts

17/10/2019WRC0480067. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the contracts of 
employment of SNAs allow for the loss of employment of a SNA worker in a school following 
a SENO assessment in which it is deemed a position is not required, for example; the security 
of employment or guarantee of another position elsewhere for SNAs affected by such an assess-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42591/19]

17/10/2019WRC04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The supplementary assign-
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ment arrangements for Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) were established on foot of proposals 
brought forward by the Labour Relations Commission when the Haddington Road Agreement 
was being agreed. These supplementary assignment arrangements for SNAs continue to operate 
under the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018 - 2020, and both unions representing SNAs, 
namely SIPTU and FÓRSA, have signed up to that agreement. As set out in the LRC propos-
als, the supplementary assignment arrangements for SNAs only apply to current SNAs who are 
notified that they are to be made redundant. Accordingly, the purpose of these arrangements is 
to facilitate eligible SNAs who are being made redundant by one employer in filling SNA va-
cancies that may become available in another school/ETB.

Once an SNA with a minimum of one year’s service (service in a substitute capacity i.e. 
covering for maternity leave, sick leave, career breaks, job-sharing etc. does not count) is noti-
fied by his/her employer that s/he is to be made redundant then s/he shall be deemed to be a 
member of a supplementary assignment panel for SNAs. The detailed supplementary assign-
ment arrangements for SNAs for the 2019/2020 school year are set out in Departmental Circu-
lar 0030/2019 which issued on 22 May 2019.

The operation of this panel is described and outlined in Circular 0030/2019 and it is de-
signed to be as flexible as possible which enables all eligible SNAs, who have the requisite Pan-
el Form 1 completed by their former employer, to apply for any SNA position that is advertised 
by a school or an ETB with no sectoral, diocesan or geographical limitations imposed. Every 
eligible SNA will remain on the panel for two years with a view to getting further employment. 
If they are not successful over that period of time in obtaining a further SNA position then they 
will be eligible for a redundancy payment. Furthermore, an SNA may opt out of this supple-
mentary assignment panel at any point in time triggering the processing of his/her redundancy 
payment in line with the terms set out in the SNA redundancy scheme (DES Circular 58/06) or 
any revision of same that is applicable at that time.

It should be noted that this does not prevent any person, including newly qualified SNAs, 
from applying for SNA vacancies but employers are obliged to give precedence to applicants 
who are members of the SNA Supplementary Assignment Panel.

The Supplementary Assignment Panel arrangements are reviewed by my Department on 
an annual basis in conjunction with an independent Supplementary Assignment Manager, the 
school management bodies and the two unions representing SNA staff (FÓRSA and SIPTU).

My Department has set up a dedicated e-mail address to deal with all queries in relation to 
the SNA Supplementary Assignment Panel and any queries in respect of the operation of the 
Panel can be directed to this dedicated e-mail address: snasupplementpanel@education.gov.ie.

17/10/2019WRC05000Youth Services

17/10/2019WRC0510068. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has 
considered the CIPFA report initiated by the ETB and brought to his attention in July 2019; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [42344/19]

17/10/2019WRC05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Deputy is aware that my 
Department officials and I have engaged with City of Dublin Education and Training Board 
(CDETB) in relation to issues concerning youth services. 

My Department understands that the report referenced in the Deputy’s question is an inter-
nal organisational review conducted on foot of an agreement between CDETB and a staffing 
union relating to resources, grant management and communications. 
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CDETB has advised that they are considering the review and are engaging with relevant 
parties concerning the review content. There are discussions currently taking place regarding 
elements of this review and once this process has concluded CDETB will update my Depart-
ment officials further as how they intend to proceed. 

17/10/2019WRC05300Schools Building Projects Status

17/10/2019WRC0540069. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress of 
a new building for a school (details supplied) in County Laois; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42512/19]

17/10/2019WRC05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Major Project at the 
school referred to by the Deputy is at Stage 1 of architectural planning which entails prelimi-
nary design of site and location suitability and initial sketch scheme. 

A revised Stage 1 submission, including an up to date cost plan, was requested from the 
Design Team following an increase in the schedule of accommodation to cater for up to 1200 
pupils. That submission has been received and a review has been completed with comments for 
action issued to the School and its Design Team.   

A further review has yielded a proposal for an increase in accommodation to a 1300 pupil 
school, which has been accepted by the school. The Design Team has been instructed to provide 
an initial sketch scheme for a 1300 pupil school, and submit to the Department for review. Pro-
fessional fees have been agreed with the Design Team members for this additional task. 

Following this review my Department will then be in contact with the Board of Manage-
ment of the school with regard to the progression of the project. 

This project is included in my Department’s Construction Programme which is being deliv-
ered under the National Development Plan.

17/10/2019WRC05600Apprenticeship Programmes

17/10/2019WRC0570070. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way in which 
funding for apprenticeships was allocated by his Department; and if preference was given to 
rural areas in such allocations. [30218/19]

17/10/2019WRC05800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
Apprenticeship training is funded from the National Training Fund (NTF) which is resourced 
by a levy on reckonabe employment.  There has been substantial  increased investment from 
the NTF in training those in employment through programmes such as apprenticeship in recent 
years.  The 2019 NTF allocation for apprenticeship training is €142m which represents an in-
crease of over 16% on the 2018 allocation of €122m.  This will rise to €169 million in 2020.

The off-the-job elements of apprenticeship training provision are planned at a national level 
by SOLAS and the Higher Education Authority (HEA).  Applications for funding for appren-
ticeship training are made to SOLAS and the HEA by Education and Training Boards (ETBs), 
Technological University Dublin and the Institutes of Technology as part of the overall annual 
further education and training and higher education planning and funding processes.

Apprenticeship is a demand driven educational and training programme which aims to de-
velop the skills of an apprentice in order to meet the needs of industry and the labour market.  
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While apprenticeships are national programmes, it is the pattern of employer recruitment of 
apprentices that determines the availability of individual apprenticeship opportunities.  Em-
ployers do not receive any funding to recruit apprentices but off-the-job training is planned and 
funded taking account of where apprentices are employed.

Generally apprenticeships have a good regional spread and the delivery of Action Plan to 
Expand Apprenticeship and Traineeship is bringing real opportunities for learners and employ-
ers throughout the country.  Apprenticeships are available in many sectors that have a strong 
regional presence such as manufacturing, tourism and hospitality, motor, construction and en-
gineering.

17/10/2019WRC05900Schools Site Acquisitions

17/10/2019WRC0600071. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
reason for the apparent overpayments by his Department in purchasing land intended for new 
schools in Dublin, specifically the purchase of sites in Harold’s Cross and Sandymount; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [42543/19]

17/10/2019WRC06100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware the 
Comptroller and Auditor General included a chapter in its recently published Report on the Ac-
counts of the Public Services 2018 on the purchase of sites for school provision.  As part of its 
review the C&AG selected the acquisitions of Roslyn Park, Sandymount, Dublin 4; Harold’s 
Cross, Dublin 6W and Cathal Brugha Street/Marlborough Street, D1 for closer examination.

Having thoroughly examined the case for the acquisitions and the process attaching to 
those, the only recommendation of the C&AG for my Department was that it should review its 
parameters for the size of school sites and seek to intensify the development of properties in its 
ownership.  My Department had already commenced implementation of this approach indepen-
dently of the C&AG report.

As outlined in that report the Roslyn Park and Harold’s Cross acquisitions formed part of a 
site identification exercise in South Dublin city which commenced in 2012 and following that 
process, both site options were acquired: being the only solutions for the delivery of critically 
required school accommodation in the region.

The former Harold’s Cross Greyhound Stadium was acquired under the terms of Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform Circular 11/2015 Protocols for the Transfer and Shar-
ing of State Property Assets, which includes the provision that the consideration be set by a 
binding independent valuation prepared by the Valuation Office. 

The property at Roslyn Park had been advertised for sale and there was an extremely com-
petitive market for the property in question.  My Department paid only what it had to in order 
to secure the only site which could deliver the required school accommodation.  

In summary, there is no question of overpayment by my Department for the properties in 
question and the purchase of these well-located sites is now enabling the planning and construc-
tion of four new schools that are meeting an identified requirement for school provision for 
circa 3000 students.

17/10/2019WRD00200Defence Forces Records

17/10/2019WRD0030072. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if documenta-
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tion requested by a person (details supplied) as part of the person’s residency application will 
be provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42741/19]

17/10/2019WRD00400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Officials from 
my Department have been in contact with the Irish Naturalisation & Immigration Service to 
ascertain the nature and purpose of the information sought by them in this matter. In addition, 
this issue has been brought to the immediate attention of the appropriate Military Authorities 
to ensure that the required documentation is furnished to the individual concerned, in so far as 
this is possible.

17/10/2019WRD00500Capital Expenditure Programme

17/10/2019WRD0060073. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
capital projects that cost €100 million or more in the past five years; the cost of outside consul-
tants for each of the projects costing €100 million or more; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [42865/19]

17/10/2019WRD00700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Defence capi-
tal funding is invested in equipment replacement and renewal and infrastructure development 
across the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service and ensures that the Defence Forces have the 
capabilities necessary to deliver on all their roles, assigned by Government.

In the past five years procurement of the new Off-Shore Patrol Vessels for the Naval Service 
was the only project costing in excess of €100 million, for Defence. The Naval Vessel replace-
ment programme has seen the delivery of four new vessels, with the final vessel commissioned 
into service in April 2019. Investment in this programme amounted to €270 million, since 2010. 
Additionally consultancy costs of €85,603 associated with the planning stages of the project 
were incurred in 2008. 

17/10/2019WRD00800Capital Expenditure Programme

17/10/2019WRD0090074. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
capital projects anticipated to commence in the next five years that cost €100 million or more; 
the expected cost of external consultants for each project; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [42881/19]

17/10/2019WRD01000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Under the Na-
tional Development Plan, as part of Project Ireland 2040, the Defence Vote was allocated €541 
million in capital funding for the period 2018 to 2022. This level of capital funding allows the 
Defence Organisation to undertake a programme of sustained equipment replacement and in-
frastructure development across the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service and demonstrates the 
Government’s commitment to ensuring that the Defence Forces have the capabilities necessary 
to deliver on all their assigned roles, both at home and overseas. 

Over the next five years the Defence Organisation will continue the programme of sustained 
equipment replacement and infrastructure development as set out and prioritised in the White 
Paper. Planning is ongoing for aircraft and naval vessel replacement projects which are likely 
to exceed €100 million but no finalised contracts are in place for these. Consequently overall 
project costs and any associated consultancy costs are not known at this stage. 
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17/10/2019WRD01100Defence Forces Pensions

17/10/2019WRD0120075. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 47 of 19 September 2019, if discretion to reduce the pension of 
certain members of the Defence Forces rests finally with his Department or the Judiciary; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [42900/19]

17/10/2019WRD01300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Section 13(2) of 
the 1923 Army Pensions Act (as amended) provides that in the case of a former member of the 
Permanent Defence Force, compensation received in respect of a disablement may be taken 
into consideration by the Minister for Defence in fixing the rate of disability pension or gratuity 
payable under the Army Pensions Acts for that disablement.  It also provides that a disability 
pension already in payment may be reviewed in the light of compensation received and may be 
either terminated or reduced.  The underlying rationale of section 13(2) is to prevent compensa-
tion “on the double”.

The discretion to terminate or reduce a pension under Section 13(2) is a statutory power 
conferred on the Minister for Defence under the Act.  

In exercising his statutory function, the Minister makes a bona fide individual decision on 
the merits of each case following consideration of the particular circumstances.  In this regard, 
representations are invited from the individual regarding, in particular, the person’s circum-
stances, details of the compensation actually received, and whether there are any special or ex-
tenuating circumstances involved.  All representations received are considered by the Minister 
before a decision is made.

17/10/2019WRD01400Passport Applications Data

17/10/2019WRD0150076. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the number of first-time applicants from Great Britain and Northern Ireland who applied for an 
Irish passport from 2014 to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42705/19]

17/10/2019WRD01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
numbers of first time passport applications received from applicants who were resident in Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland at the time of application for the years 2014 to 2018 and to date in 
2019 are detailed in the following table.

Year    First time applica-
tions from Great Britain     

First time applications from 
Northern Ireland   

 2014  5,672  18,067 
 2015  6,011  20,325 
 2016  18,263    29,923 
 2017  31,675  40,089 
 2018  39,287  40,226 
 2019*  40,960  57,572 
 * to 30 September 2019

All passport applications are subject to the provisions of the Passports Act, 2008, as amend-
ed. The Passports Act provides, among other things, that a person must be an Irish citizen before 
a passport can be issued to him or her. Entitlement to Irish citizenship is governed by Irish law 
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and in particular the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended.

17/10/2019WRD01700Passport Applications Data

17/10/2019WRD0180077. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the passport waiting times at present; the length of time online applications are taking to pro-
cess; the length of time postal express applications are taking to complete; the number of ap-
plications the Passport Office has dealt with to date in 2019; if this number is up on 2018 for the 
same period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42706/19]

17/10/2019WRD01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Passport Service offers a range of convenient channels for the submission of passport applica-
tions by Irish citizens at home or abroad. These include an online passport renewal service, a 
postal application system, known as Passport Express, and a counter service for applicants who 
have immediate travel plans.

The online service brings significant benefits for citizens with over 30% of all online ap-
plications issuing in less than a week and all applications therough the online channel having a 
turnaround time of less than 10 working days plus postage time. In addition, the cost of renew-
ing a passport online is cheaper than alternative methods, with fees for all online applications 
being reduced by €5 across all application types.

The current processing times for postal applications submitted through Passport Express de-
pend on the category of application. The turnaround time for renewal applications is currently 
11 working days plus postage time, 4 days ahead of the target turnaround time of 15 working 
days. First time applications and applications from citizens who are applying to replace a lost, 
stolen or damaged passport are being processed in 15 working days plus postage time, 5 days 
ahead of the target turnaround time of 20 working days.

From January 2019 to 30 September 2019, the passport service received 742,715 passport 
applications. This compares to 680,768 passport applications received from January 2018 to 30 
September 2018.

17/10/2019WRD02000Human Rights

17/10/2019WRD0210078. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will address a matter raised in correspondence relating to Bahrain (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42752/19]

17/10/2019WRD02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The hu-
man rights situation in Bahrain remains a matter of concern. Although Bahrain has repeatedly 
stated its commitment to improving its human rights record and safeguarding human rights as 
enshrined in the Bahraini Constitution, there are ongoing instances of violations of fundamental 
freedoms there, including violations of freedom of opinion and expression, as well as the tar-
geting of human rights defenders. Ireland attaches a high priority to safeguarding human rights 
defenders, and continually advocates for freedom for civil society actors to operate in a safe and 
enabling environment, without repression.  

I was alarmed to learn of the executions of three people in July, including two human rights 
activists. A moratorium on the death penalty had been in place in Bahrain since 2010, and we 
saw the resumption of capital punishment in Bahrain in 2017 as a very negative development. 
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Ireland condemns the use of the death penalty in all circumstances. Along with our EU partners, 
Ireland calls on Bahrain to again introduce a moratorium on executions, as a step towards the 
abolition of the death penalty. 

I am also aware of reports of inhumane detention conditions as well as allegations that polit-
ical prisoners in Bahrain have been tortured. I understand that a large number of prisoners held 
in Jau Prison in Bahrain went on hunger strike in response to these conditions. Ireland urges 
all States to safeguard the human rights of prisoners and detainees and is committed to the pre-
vention and eradication of torture and other forms of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment.

Respect for human rights is an integral part of Ireland’s foreign policy and we consistently 
seek to raise our concerns on human rights issues through the most appropriate and effective 
channels. Our active participation at the UN Human Rights Council is particularly important 
in that regard. Ireland regularly raises the case of human rights in Bahrain at that forum, in the 
form of national statements and its support to EU Statements. For example, in September 2018, 
Ireland expressed concerns about the ongoing restrictions on civil society space and the treat-
ment of human rights defenders, and called on Bahrain to respect freedom of opinion and ex-
pression. In February 2019, Ireland reiterated concern at the ongoing detention of human rights 
defenders. In our Item 4 statement at the Human Rights Council in July 2019, Ireland called 
on Bahrain to ensure respect for freedom of opinion and expression, and the right to a fair trial. 
Ireland also took the opportunity at the most recent Council in September 2019 to reiterate its 
opposition to the use of the death penalty in all circumstances.

Since 2012, Ireland has signed five Human Rights Council joint statements on the human 
rights situation in Bahrain, which expressed concern on a number of fronts including the mis-
treatment of detainees, repression of demonstrations, and the arbitrary deprivation of national-
ity without due process. We shall consider carefully any opportunity to participate in a joint 
statement at a future Human Rights Council session, and I have asked my officials to keep the 
matter under review.

Our principled stance on human rights also feeds into our bilateral dialogue and we raise 
our human rights concerns directly with the Bahraini authorities at every opportunity. When I 
met the Bahraini Foreign Minister in New York last month I made a point of raising the human 
rights situation directly with him, expressing the hope that we can have an open and honest 
discussion on these issues. In addition, officials from my Department meet regularly with advo-
cacy groups and Bahraini human rights defenders to discuss the situation in Bahrain. 

Ireland will continue to monitor developments in Bahrain, and to call on the Bahraini Gov-
ernment to deliver on its stated commitment to make progress in relation to human rights. We 
shall do so both directly with Bahraini officials, as well as at EU and international level, includ-
ing at the Human Rights Council, whenever opportunities arise.

17/10/2019WRD02300Capital Expenditure Programme

17/10/2019WRD0240079. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the number of capital projects that cost €100 million or more in the past five years; the cost of 
outside consultants for each of the projects costing €100 million or more; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42869/19]

17/10/2019WRD0250080. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the number of capital projects anticipated to commence in the next five years that cost €100 
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million or more; the expected cost of external consultants for each project; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [42885/19]

17/10/2019WRD02600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 79 and 80 together.

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade has a relatively small capital budget and has 
not had in the past five years, or does not expect to in the next five years, have any capital proj-
ect costing €100 million or more.

17/10/2019WRD02800Fuel Rebate Scheme

17/10/2019WRD0290081. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Finance the way in which the pro-
posed new diesel rebate scheme for hauliers will operate, with reference to changes to the price 
floor, price ceiling and maximum rebate associated with this scheme. [42663/19]

17/10/2019WRD03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Diesel Rebate Scheme (DRS) was 
introduced in 2013 offering a partial refund to qualifying road operators on the excise paid on 
diesel when the retail price reaches €1.00 (Vat exclusive) or above. There is a maximum re-
bate of 7.5 cents per litre when the retail price is €1.25 (Vat exclusive) or above.   

In recognition of the challenges facing the road haulage sector due to the uncertainty sur-
rounding Brexit, I announced in my Budget 2020 speech that the DRS is being enhanced. The 
detail of this is set out in the Finance Bill which is being published today. In brief, the price 
floor of €1.00 (Vat exclusive) will remain the same; the marginal rebate rate will double at a 
price point of €1.07 or above; the maximum rebate amount will remain at 7.5 cents per litre; and 
the amended DRS will apply to fuel purchased by qualifying operators from 1st January 2020. 

This represents a significant enhancement of the terms of the DRS. By way of example, 
the current average price of a litre of diesel is €1.093 (Vat exclusive), which if used as the 
average price under the current DRS would entitle qualifying operators to a rebate of 2.8c per 
litre. Under the enhanced DRS, qualifying operators would be entitled to a rebate of 4.4c if an 
average per litre price of €1.109 (Vat exclusive) were to be used as the basis for calculating the 
rebate. In other words, in the example outlined above, an additional 1.6c to the average price of 
a litre of diesel would be matched by the additional rebate amount. More generally, at a price 
point of €1.16 (Vat exclusive), the rebate amount under the enhanced DRS is 7.5c per litre 
which is 2.7c per litre more than the rebate amount that would be paid under the current DRS.       

I appreciate that this scheme is a fossil fuel subsidy which the ESRI has found is directly 
increasing CO2 emissions. However, I consider, on balance, that the specific Brexit challenges 
faced by hauliers justifies this enhancement. This is intended as a temporary support measure, 
to be reviewed as part of the annual budgetary process. 

17/10/2019WRD03100Brexit Expenditure

17/10/2019WRD0320082. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the rationale for not first 
deploying resources from the rainy day fund to address additional no-deal Brexit expenditure 
rather than returning to borrowing for this purpose. [42683/19]

17/10/2019WRD03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Rainy Day Fund (RDF), which has 
the statutory title  National Surplus (Exceptional Contingencies) Reserve Fund, is intended to 
act as a reserve which may be drawn upon under certain circumstances, outlined under section 
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9(2) of the Act, contingent on Government and Oireachtas approval. One criteria for drawdown 
is that it can be used to remedy or mitigate the existence of “exceptional circumstances” in the 
State. Under the Fiscal Responsibility Act 2012, such circumstances are defined as either a pe-
riod of severe economic downturn or a period during which an unusual event outside the control 
of the State has a major impact on the financial position of the general government.

The RDF is intended, therefore, to be used as a defined-purpose instrument to address se-
vere events, as opposed to the normal fluctuations within the economic cycle. This approach 
aligns it with the current EU fiscal rules framework, whereby there could be a drawdown from 
the RDF for an “unusual event” under the existing Stability and Growth Pact provisions. With-
drawals from the RDF will be transferred directly to the Exchequer so as to support shortfalls 
in revenue and voted expenditure to address the specific downturn.  The RDF Act deliberately 
does not describe specific events, such as Brexit or others, so as to give flexibility to Govern-
ments to withdraw from the Fund for all severe downturns, many of which are not possible to 
specify in advance. 

A drawdown from the RDF should not be the first action taken in the face of a no-deal Brex-
it, as the Government has already taken significant steps to prepare for Brexit and will continue 
to do so. These steps to prepare include dedicated measures, and economic and fiscal policies to 
get Ireland Brexit ready in Budgets since 2016.  

I would, therefore, envisage that the occurrence of a Brexit with a significant fiscal impact 
and/or an economic downturn would justify draw down from the RDF.  This is the sensible 
approach to using the Rainy Day Fund so as to ensure its funds are available and used to sup-
port measures that are timely, targeted and temporary, to assist in converting our economy and 
its businesses to a post-Brexit world.  I would note that the Exchequer holds significant cash 
balances that are available for use immediately in responding to the fallout from all Brexit sce-
narios.

17/10/2019WRD03400Insurance Industry Regulation

17/10/2019WRD0350083. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the steps he is taking to 
end the practices of dual pricing and personalised pricing by insurance companies in setting 
premium prices. [42687/19]

17/10/2019WRD03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware dual pricing is 
the practice of quoting two different price points in different markets for the same product or 
service.  The “different markets” could be differences between new and existing customers or 
between different channels for accessing the quoted price (for example, via telephone versus 
online).  I understand that it is a common practice across markets, not just insurance, and that 
consumers are already familiar with such dual pricing between new and existing customers, for 
example, in respect of utilities, such as energy and telecommunications services.  

The Deputy should note that I am responsible for the development of the legal framework 
governing financial regulation.  Neither I, nor the Central Bank of Ireland, can interfere in the 
provision or pricing of insurance products, as these matters are of a commercial nature, and are 
determined by insurance companies based on an assessment of the risks they are willing to ac-
cept.  That said, while the Consumer Protection Code 2012 does not explicitly reference dual 
pricing, the Central Bank has advised that the Code contains the general principle that regu-
lated firms should act honestly, fairly and professionally in the best interests of their customers 
and the integrity of the market and make full disclosure of all relevant material information, 
including all charges, in a way that seeks to inform the customer.  The Central Bank expects 
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that companies’ pricing practices are compliant with these principles and requirements.  The 
Central Bank also expects that Boards should be aware of and be comfortable with their firms’ 
price policies.

I also understand that this is an issue that is being reviewed in the UK by the Financial Con-
duct Authority (FCA) following complaints by the UK National Association of Citizens Advice 
Bureaux, Citizens Advice.  The FCA released an interim report on 4 October and it found that 
the home and motor insurance markets were not working well for all consumers in the UK.  It 
also found that while a large number of people shop around, many loyal customers are not get-
ting a good deal. The other key findings of the report noted that insurers often sell policies at a 
discount to new customers and increase premiums when customers renew, targeting increases 
at those less likely to switch; and that this appeared to impact consumers that showed at least 
one characteristic of vulnerability, such as having lower financial capability.  While this is an 
interim report and it does not recommend any remedies at this stage, the FCA is due to publish 
its final report with possible remedies in Q1 2020.

Both Minister of State D’Arcy and I have concerns about the potential impact that dual 
pricing practices could have on certain vulnerable customers if they are being employed in Ire-
land, particularly in light of the interim findings in the UK on the matter.  Prior to making any 
conclusions on this however, we need more detailed information about the extent and scale of 
the practice and what can be done to address it.  Accordingly, I have asked the Central Bank for 
their views on this matter as a first step.

17/10/2019WRD03700Carbon Tax Implementation

17/10/2019WRD0380084. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the special arrangements 
that apply to agricultural contractors in respect of changes made to carbon tax and diesel rebate 
as part of budget 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42698/19]

17/10/2019WRD03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In my Budget 2020 speech, I announced 
an increase from €20 to €26 in the carbon tax.  Following the approval of the Dáil, this increase 
has been applied to Mineral Oil Tax (MOT) rates for mineral oils used as auto-fuels (for cars 
and trucks) from midnight on 9 October 2019. All other MOT rates remain at their current lev-
els until 1 May 2020 when new rates will take effect subject to the enactment of the Finance 
Bill 2019.   

The current rate of MOT for marked gas oil (MGO), also referred to as “green agricultural 
diesel”, is €102.28 per 1,000 litres, comprised of a carbon charge component of €54.92 and a 
non-carbon charge component of €47.36 per 1,000 litres.  These rates did not increase from 
Budget night. From 1 May 2020 the MOT rate for MGO will be €117.78 per 1,000 litres, arising 
from the increase of the carbon component from €54.92 to €70.42; the non-carbon component 
will not change from its current level of €47.36 per 1,000 litres.  

I am advised by Revenue that agricultural contractors who incur expenses in relation to 
farm diesel in the course of their trade of agricultural contracting may claim an income tax or 
corporation tax deduction for those expenses, including any carbon tax charged in respect of 
the diesel.

When carbon tax was increased in Budget 2012, provision was made for a separate and ad-
ditional tax measure for farmers to compensate them for the increase.  The statutory basis for 
this tax relief is section 664A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997.  It is available to individuals 
and companies that carry on a trade of farming and are entitled to claim an income tax or cor-
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poration tax deduction in respect of farm diesel.  However, it should be noted that agricultural 
contractors are not entitled to this relief as they are not carrying on a trade of farming. This is 
because farming, which is defined in section 654 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, requires 
the occupation of farm land and agricultural contracting does not involve the occupation of 
farm land.  

The Diesel Rebate Scheme (DRS) was introduced in 2013 and offers a partial refund to 
qualifying road operators on the excise paid on diesel when the retail price is €1.00 (Vat ex-
clusive) or above. The maximum rebate is 7.5 cents per litre when the retail price is €1.25 (Vat 
exclusive) or above.   

Certain qualifying criteria apply, for example, auto diesel must be purchased in the State, 
either in bulk (over 2,000 litres) or via a Revenue approved Fuel Card, and used in a qualifying 
vehicle for the purpose of business transport activities. Operators with a licence issued in other 
EU Member States are also eligible to claim on diesel purchased in the State subject to meeting 
all the other scheme criteria.

In recognition of the challenges facing the road haulage sector due to the uncertainty sur-
rounding Brexit, I announced in my budget speech that the Diesel Rebate Scheme is being 
enhanced. The publication of the Finance Bill today will set out the details of the enhancements 
to the Scheme. This is intended as a temporary support measure, to be reviewed as part of the 
annual budgetary process.

Full details regarding the Diesel Rebate Scheme and qualification criteria are available on 
the website of the Office of the Revenue Commissioners:  

https://www.revenue.ie/en/companies-and-charities/excise-and-licences/mineral-oil-tax/
diesel-rebate-scheme/index.aspx.

17/10/2019WRD04000VAT Rate Application

17/10/2019WRD0410085. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance his views on a matter (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42756/19]

17/10/2019WRD04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Finance Bill 2019, published today, pro-
vides for the application of the 13.5% rate of VAT on food supplements. 

The Deputy will be aware that shortly after the introduction of VAT, Revenue applied a con-
cessionary zero rating to certain vitamin, mineral and fish oil products. As the market developed 
over the years this treatment resulted in the zero rating by Revenue of further similar products, 
including products other than vitamins, minerals and fish oils. The scope of the relatively nar-
row original zero rating of food supplement products permitted by Revenue broadened progres-
sively over time to the point that it had become increasingly difficult to maintain an effective 
distinction between food supplements that could benefit from the zero rate and those that were 
standard rated. This caused difficulties for both Revenue and industry. 

Following a comprehensive review of the VAT treatment of food supplements, Revenue 
concluded that the status quo was no longer sustainable. Following this review, Revenue en-
gaged with the Department of Finance concerning policy options that might be considered in 
the context of Finance Bill 2018. The relevant legislation was not changed in Finance Bill 2018 
and therefore Revenue issued new guidance in December 2018 which removed the concession-
ary zero rating of various food supplement products with effect from 1 March 2019. 
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Following representation from Deputies and from the industry, Revenue delayed the with-
drawal of its concessionary zero rating of the food supplement products concerned until 1 No-
vember 2019. This allowed time for the my Department to carry out a public consultation on the 
taxation of food supplement products. The public consultation sought input from a wide range 
of interested parties, including from health and nutrition experts and the Minister for Health 
to ensure that any legislative changes brought forward was evidence based. The results of the 
consultation were included in the 2019 VAT Tax Strategy Group paper as part of the Budget 
2020 process. 

The implementation of a 13.5% rate will provide certainty to industry in respect of food 
supplement products and will apply prospectively. It is important to clarify that certain prod-
ucts will not be impacted by the change introduced in this Finance Bill (e.g. foods for specific 
groups, vitamins and minerals such as folic acid licensed as medicines by the HPRA, and forti-
fied foods). These products will continue to benefit from the zero rating for VAT purposes.

17/10/2019WRD04300Departmental Correspondence

17/10/2019WRD0440086. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide all correspondence 
between him and-or his office and-or his advisers and-or the Secretary General and-or the office 
of the Secretary General and the Department of Health in September 2019 to 10 October 2019. 
[42780/19]

17/10/2019WRD04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to advise the Deputy that a de-
ferred reply will be issued to him in respect of this Parliamentary Question, in line with Stand-
ing Order 42A.

17/10/2019WRD04600Tax Reliefs Availability

17/10/2019WRD0470087. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Finance the tax allowances available for 
carers who do not qualify for a carer’s allowance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42825/19]

17/10/2019WRD04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): There are a number of tax reliefs avail-
able to individuals who are carers.

The Home Carer Tax Credit is available to married couples or civil partners that are jointly 
assessed, where one spouse or civil partner stays at home to take care of a dependent person. Its 
current value is €1,500. The carer spouse or civil partner may earn up to €7,200 per year without 
affecting the amount of the credit awarded. Where this income exceeds €7,200, the amount of 
credit available is reduced by one half of the excess over €7,200, subject to a maximum income 
limit in 2019 of €10,200. Further details on this credit can be found at the link: https://www.
revenue.ie/en/tax-professionals/tdm/income-tax-capital-gains-tax-corporation-tax/part-15/15-
01-29.pdf  In Budget 2020, I announced that the Home Carer Tax Credit will be increased from 
€1,500 to €1,600.

The Incapacitated Child Tax Credit is a tax credit of €3,300, which can be claimed by a per-
son in respect of a child who is permanently incapacitated either physically or mentally from 
maintaining himself or herself and had become so before reaching 21 years of age or finishing 
full-time education. More information about this credit is available at the link: https://www.
revenue.ie/en/tax-professionals/tdm/income-tax-capital-gains-tax-corporation-tax/part-15/15-
01-05.pdf   



Questions - Written Answers

52

The Dependent Relative Tax Credit is a tax credit of €70, which can be claimed by an indi-
vidual who maintains, at his or her own expense, a relative, or a child, who is unable to maintain 
himself or herself. This credit cannot be claimed in conjunction with the Incapacitated Child 
Tax Credit and is subject to a cap on the income of the dependent relative. Further informa-
tion on this credit can be found at the link: https://www.revenue.ie/en/tax-professionals/tdm/
income-tax-capital-gains-tax-corporation-tax/part-15/15-01-27.pdf

The Single Person Child Carer Tax Credit is a tax credit of €1,650, which is available to a 
single parent (whether widowed, separated, deserted or a single parent) with a dependent child 
who is under 18 or, if over 18, is an incapacitated child who satisfies the Incapacitated Child Tax 
Credit criteria. Detailed guidance on this credit is available at the link: https://www.revenue.ie/
en/tax-professionals/tdm/income-tax-capital-gains-tax-corporation-tax/part-15/15-01-41.pdf 

In addition, income tax relief is available for certain health expenses, including visits to the 
doctor, medicines, nursing care in the patient’s home (in certain circumstances), nursing home 
fees, expenditure in respect of children with life threatening illnesses, kidney patients’ expenses, 
mileage for individuals who need to travel for treatment and certain medical appliances. More 
information on tax relief for health expenses is available at the link: https://www.revenue.ie/en/
tax-professionals/tdm/income-tax-capital-gains-tax-corporation-tax/part-15/15-01-12.pdf  

And finally an exemption from income tax applies in respect of the Carer’s Support Grant 
and the Domiciliary Care Allowance, which are payments made by the Department of Employ-
ment Affairs and Social Protection. The question of a person’s entitlement to these payments 
and to the Carer’s Allowance is a matter for the Department of Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection.

17/10/2019WRD04900Tax Code

17/10/2019WRD0500088. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the rationale behind the 
budgeted yield of €80 million from the changing of the dividend withholding tax rate of 25% 
if the tax can be deducted from an income taxpayer’s income tax liability; the amount of the 
€80 million anticipated to come from dividends paid to Irish tax residents; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [42851/19]

17/10/2019WRD05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Irish resident companies are obliged to 
apply Dividend Withholding Tax (DWT) on dividend payments and other distributions made to 
Irish taxpayers. Dividends are treated as income and are ultimately liable to income tax at the 
individual’s marginal rate which is the highest rate of income tax to which they are liable. Uni-
versal Social Charge (USC) is also chargeable on the payments and in certain instances PRSI. 

As I announced in my Budget 2020 speech, Revenue has identified a potential gap between 
the DWT remitted by companies and the income tax and USC ultimately payable by Irish tax-
payers. 

The rate of DWT that is currently applied is the standard 20% rate of income tax, but most 
individuals are also subject to the USC (0.5%, 2%, 4.5% and 8% rates).  When DWT was first 
introduced in 1999 and standard rated, there was no USC and the WHT rate has never been 
updated to take account of the USC.  As a result, the current 20% DWT rate does not cover the 
income taxes that are ultimately be due on a self-assessment basis so, while DWT has been ap-
plied to a dividend payment, a further amount of tax may be due. 

To address this gap, I announced changes to the DWT regime. Firstly, an increase in the 
rate of DWT from 20% to 25% from 1 January 2020. Secondly, from 1 January 2021, Revenue 
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will introduce a modernised DWT regime that will utilise real-time data, which will allow a 
personalised rate of DWT to be applied to each individual taxpayer based on their marginal rate.

The revised 25% rate is considered a reasonable combination of the 20% rate of income tax 
and the most common rate of USC which is the 4.5% that applies to income between €19,874 
and €70,044.  In addition, it is likely that many of the taxpayers in question are also subject to 
the higher 40% rate of income tax. 

The €80 million budgeted yield from the increase in the DWT rate from 20% to 25% is 
estimated based on prudent assumptions from payments in 2018 and to date in 2019. The yield 
is expected to arise on payments from Irish resident companies to Irish resident individuals in 
2020 through reducing the potential gap described above between DWT withheld and the final 
tax payable by individuals. 

From 2021 onwards, the modernized DWT regime arising out of the newly modernized 
PAYE system will eliminate this gap by ensuring all individual taxpayers pay the right tax at 
the right time.  It is important to note there is no proposed change to due dates for companies to 
return DWT as part of the modernised regime.

17/10/2019WRD05200Tax Code

17/10/2019WRD0530089. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the list of flat rate expense 
allowances; the available allowance for each flat rate expense; the purpose of each allowance; 
the profession it is linked to; if the allowance is based on legislation; if his intention is to re-
move all allowances that are not based in legislation; the expected yield from such a change; if 
that yield was incorporated into budget figures for revenue raising measures; when he expects 
the changes to be introduced; his plans to amend legislation in order that some of the allow-
ances are permitted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42852/19]

17/10/2019WRD05400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The flat rate expense (FRE) system is 
an administrative practice operated by Revenue, where both specific commonality of expendi-
ture exists across an employment category and the statutory requirement for the tax deduction 
as set out in section 114 Taxes Consolidation Act (TCA) 1997 is satisfied. 

The purpose of the FRE regime is to ease the administrative burden on Revenue and on 
employees in certain sectors by facilitating the automatic granting of a fixed tax allowance to 
cover allowable employment-related expenses, without the need for annual claims by every 
employee concerned. 

The FRE regime developed incrementally over the last 40 to 50 years, and currently in-
corporates some 53 employment categories covering broadly 134 individual FRE allowances, 
relating to a wide range of employments and professions. The full list, detailing each of the 
available FRE allowances for 2019, is published on the Revenue website. https://www.revenue.
ie/en/personal-tax-credits-reliefs-and-exemptions/documents/flat-rate-expenses.pdf

I am aware that over the past 18 months, Revenue has been conducting a comprehensive 
review of the FRE regime.  Revenue has advised me that the purpose of the FRE review, which 
involved engagement with relevant representative bodies, is to ensure that the expenses granted 
to each employment category remain justified and appropriate to modern day employments and 
work practices.  Each category of FRE allowance is being examined separately in the light of 
the legislative requirements.  I understand that the review may result in increases and decreases 
in several FRE categories, the withdrawal of the right to avail of the FRE allowance in certain 
categories and the introduction of new categories where appropriate.  Revenue have advised 
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that a flat rate expense allowance can only be retained to the extent that there is a legislative 
basis to support the right to tax deductibility in respect of the expense.

Revenue has advised me that its FRE review is nearing conclusion, with an implementation 
date of 1 January 2020 for all changes to the FRE regime to make sure that employees in any 
one sector are not impacted on earlier than employees of another sector.  Revenue will be pub-
lishing a comprehensive list of all FRE allowances for 2020 in advance of the implementation 
date.

I am also advised by Revenue that it is not possible to accurately quantify the anticipated 
increase in tax revenue arising out of any abolition or reduction of FRE allowances, as the cost 
of such allowances vary depending on the particular circumstances of the individual recipients, 
for example, the extent of their income subject to tax and whether income is subject to tax at 
the standard or marginal rate. Moreover, a breakdown of the cost and numbers by reference to 
each employment category in which the FRE regime currently operates is not readily available. 
Prior to 2018, Revenue’s systems were not designed to identify FREs as a separate item from 
expenses generally.  However, the current (2018) Income Tax Form 11 and Form 12 tax returns 
now have specific questions on FREs, which will allow Revenue to segregate FREs from ex-
penses claimed generally. However, final figures for 2018 are not expected to be available until 
mid-2020 to allow for processing of the data from income tax returns and cross referencing 
across Revenue operational systems. No account was taken of potential yield from changes to 
the FRE regime from 2020 when formulating revenue raising measures for Budget 2020.  

As the Deputy will be aware, the administration of the tax code is exclusively a matter for 
Revenue who are independent in the performance of their functions.  Any changes in practice 
to the flat rate expenses regime are therefore a matter for Revenue, but I understand that any 
withdrawal of the practice can only take place if Revenue are satisfied that there is no longer 
a legally valid basis to give the concession, after engagement with the relevant representative 
body acting on behalf of the various categories of workers.  

There has been no change to the general rule set out in legislation which says that all em-
ployees are entitled to claim a tax deduction under section 114 of the TCA 1997 in respect of 
an expense incurred wholly, exclusively and necessarily in the performance of the duties of 
their employment, to the extent which the expenses are not reimbursed by the employer.  Any 
changes to the general rule in section 114 TCA could lead to a considerable erosion of the in-
come tax base, with potentially significant additional costs to the Exchequer, and are therefore 
not being considered at this time.

However, it is important to be clear that Revenue’s operation of the regime does not pre-
clude any employee from making an individual claim for a tax allowance in respect of em-
ployment-related expenses, where those expenses meet the statutory requirement for such an 
allowance.  Therefore, while certain employees may no longer claim a deduction on a universal 
“flat rate” basis, they may still be able to still claim a deduction on a specific “vouched basis”.

At the same time, I expect that Revenue will implement the outcome of their review in their 
customary proportionate and fair manner fully cognisant of the impact on the individuals con-
cerned, as they have done before on many occasions.

17/10/2019WRD05500Revenue Commissioners Enforcement Activity

17/10/2019WRD0560090. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of cases over the 
past five years in which the Revenue Commissioners have settled a tax liability for less than the 
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value of the tax liability; the difference in each year between the final settlements made and tax 
liabilities in those settlements; the reason for settling for less than the tax liability; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42853/19]

17/10/2019WRD05700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that it does 
not accept amounts in settlement that are less than the actual amounts due. However, certain cir-
cumstances can arise where a taxpayer does not have the financial capacity to pay the additional 
liability identified during a compliance intervention and can claim inability to pay.    

Any inability to pay claim must be supported with clear evidence of the taxpayer’s financial 
situation and Revenue always reserves the right to subsequently reverse an agreed ‘claim’ if the 
person’s situation unexpectedly improves. The following table sets out the amounts (tax, inter-
est and penalties) that were accepted as ‘Inability to Pay’ by Revenue over the past five years.

Year Number of Inability to Pay 
Cases   

Inability to Pay Amounts   

2014 172 €22.9 m   
2015 186 €21.3 m   
2016 148 €19.6 m   
2017 125 €13.8 m   
2018 130 €24.8 m 

 Where an inability to pay claim is not accepted, Revenue pursues collection with the tax-
payer for the full amount (tax, interest and penalties) due. Where the taxpayer does not pay 
the liability, either as a single payment or on a phased basis, Revenue uses its debt collection/
enforcement options, including Sheriff, Court Judgments and Attachment Orders to secure pay-
ment. 

In the most egregious cases, Revenue will apply to the Courts to commence insolvency 
proceedings including Liquidation (corporate entities) and Bankruptcy (individuals). Once a 
taxpayer is adjudicated insolvent, Revenue is legally obliged to accept a reduced amount, hav-
ing regard to its preferential creditor status.

As the Deputy is aware, the Comptroller and Auditor General (C&AG) included a review 
of ‘tax compliance interventions’ (Chapter 17) in the 2018 Report of the Accounts of the Public 
Services. 

17/10/2019WRD05800Capital Expenditure Programme

17/10/2019WRD0590091. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance the number of capital projects that 
cost €100 million or more in the past five years; the cost of outside consultants for each of the 
projects costing €100 million or more; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42868/19]

17/10/2019WRD0600092. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance the number of capital projects an-
ticipated to commence in the next five years that cost €100 million or more; the expected cost of 
external consultants for each project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42884/19]

17/10/2019WRD06100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 91 
and 92 together.

I can confirm that my Department has had no capital projects in the past five years (includ-
ing the cost of external consultants) in excess of €100 million and nor does it anticipate any to 
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commence in the next five years. 

17/10/2019WRD06300Office of Public Works Properties

17/10/2019WRD0640093. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans 
for a building (details supplied); the use being made of same; the way in which it is being pro-
tected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42712/19]

17/10/2019WRD06500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Commissioners of Public Works (CPW) manage the Debtors’ Prison which 
is a protected structure that was built circa 1794.  The property is a free- standing U-shaped 
three storey over basement building that, while externally sound and waterproof, is internally 
in very poor condition with only basic services. 

A number of organisations have expressed an interest in acquiring the property under li-
cence/lease for use as artist studios, employment support services, advocacy services, etc.  
From time to time, the building is licensed for use as a film set.

The OPW has met with Dublin City Council in relation to its future use.  However, the 
extent of fire safety and refurbishment works needed to meet with current regulations is signifi-
cant.  Therefore, the OPW continues to engage with DCC to consider the most appropriate use 
for this historic property. 

In relation to protecting the property, regular maintenance is undertaken by the OPW to 
protect the fabric of the building.  Security services are engaged to protect against intrusion and 
vandalism.

17/10/2019WRD06600Budget 2020

17/10/2019WRD0670094. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if bud-
get 2020 was poverty proofed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42732/19]

17/10/2019WRD06800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Significant 
progress has been made in recent years in reducing the prevalence of poverty in our coun-
try.  CSO data shows that the proportion of those living in consistent poverty dropped from 
9.0% in 2013 to 6.7% in 2017. CSO data on poverty is available at this link: https://www.
cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-silc/surveyonincomeandlivingconditionssilc2017/
povertyanddeprivation/#d.en.181339

For most people, employment is the primary path out of poverty and we have created thou-
sands of new jobs, with a record 2.3 million people now at work in our economy.  Our income 
tax system is considered progressive by international standards; our tax revenue funds a wide 
range of services, with an emphasis on providing support to the groups in our society who need 
it the most.

Budget 2020 was framed in unique circumstances. What might be seen as normal Budget-
ary elements such as modest income tax reductions and across-the-board welfare rate increases 
did not feature. What did feature, however, were sizeable targeted expenditure increases in a 
number of sectors. These will have a positive impact on society to be factored into a balanced 
assessment of the Budget, rather than focusing solely on the fact that income tax and welfare 
payments remain largely unchanged. 
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Employment Affairs and Social Protection

A carefully targeted social welfare package, benefiting the vulnerable elderly, families and 
carers was introduced in Budget 2020. The Living Alone Allowance, which is targeted at the 
most vulnerable pensioners, was raised by €5 per week; the Fuel Allowance was also increased, 
so that the increase for those in the lowest income deciles who receive it will more than cover 
the cost of the new carbon tax. There were further increases for qualified child dependants in 
all weekly payments. There was an increase in the earnings disregard for those in receipt of the 
One Parent Family Payment, and an increase of €10 in Working Family Payment thresholds for 
recipients with up to three children. In addition there was an increase in the hours that carers 
can work or study outside the home. Finally, I announced payment of a 100% Christmas Bonus 
in 2019.

Distributional Impacts

The Department of Finance prepared an analysis on the distributional impacts of the direct 
tax, indirect tax and welfare measures contained in Budget 2020 using the SWITCH micro-
simulation model. This analysis found on average the first three deciles gained from the tax and 
welfare measures and the rest of the deciles were left broadly unchanged. Gains were largest for 
the first decile, followed by the second and third which indicates that the tax and welfare mea-
sures in Budget 2020 were broadly progressive. The SWITCH analysis cannot take into account 
other expenditure measures such as increased expenditure in health or education.

Annex B of the Tax Policy Changes document published by the Department of Finance 
on Budget day also sets out a distributional analysis of Budget 2020 Measures on a variety 
of household family types across a range of income levels. The document is available at this 
link: http://budget.gov.ie/Budgets/2020/Documents/Budget/Budget%202020%20Tax%20Poli-
cy%20Changes.pdf

Expenditure

As set out in Expenditure Report 2020, the focus of the core element of Budget 2020 is on 
providing for sustainable increases in public expenditure. This is in recognition of the key role 
of public services and infrastructure in supporting our citizens and promoting the resilience of 
our economy, particularly in light of the increasing risks in the global economic environment. 
Particular focus was placed on maintaining and improving supports for children and families, 
as well as for elderly people. 

In order to protect the most vulnerable in society, Budget 2020 provides an allocation of over 
€21 billion for the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection. The significant 
provision of supports provided through the Social Protection system represents an important 
strand of the Government’s commitment to tackling poverty and social inequality in Ireland. 

Gross current expenditure for the Department of Children and Youth Affairs will see an in-
crease of over 6% in 2020, rising to almost €1.6 billion. As well as increased funding for Early 
Years Care and Education, central to this allocation is funding for the continued roll-out of the 
National Childcare Scheme.

€17.4 billion in current expenditure will be allocated to the Health sector in 2020, a year on 
year increase of over 6%. This investment reflects the Government’s commitment to create a 
more responsive, integrated and people-centred Health system. New measures such as a reduc-
tion of prescription charges for over 70’s, the expansion of free GP care to all children under 8 
and free dental care for children under 6 will all contribute to improving access to health and 
social services across the country. 
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The Housing programme in the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
will see an increase of 11% compared with 2019, bringing the total allocation to almost €2.6 
billion (including current and capital expenditure). This allocation will support the Social Hous-
ing needs of over 27,500 households in 2020. This includes the delivery of 11,167 new social 
homes through build, acquisition and leasing programmes as well as supporting 16,350 new 
households under the HAP and RAS schemes.

Further details of these measures and all Budget 2020 allocations can be found in Expendi-
ture Report 2020, which can be found on budget.gov.ie.

Carbon Tax

Budget 2020 included an increase in carbon tax of €6 per tonne, which is expected to raise 
€90 million in 2020. The funding raised is to be directed to support increases to existing cli-
mate related schemes or new schemes that would not have been provided in the absence of this 
increase. Government has been clear that the importance of clear action in this regard must be 
balanced with measures to promote equity during the transition. The revenue raised in 2020 
will support:

- €34 million in funding to protect the vulnerable through an increase in the fuel allowance 
and energy efficiency upgrades;

- €31 million for schemes to ensure a just transition to a low carbon economy, including 
measures with a particular focus on the midlands;

- €25 million for programmes that can help all citizens to reduce their carbon footprint. 

These measures are set out in more detail in the paper published alongside the Budget on 
8 October, ‘The Carbon Tax Increase – What it Will be Spent On’. This paper can be found on 
the Budget website:

http://www.budget.gov.ie/Budgets/2020/Documents/Budget/The%20Carbon%20Tax%20
Increase_What%20it%20will%20be%20spent%20on.pdf 

Equality Budgeting

An Equality Budgeting pilot was adopted for the 2018 budgetary cycle, built on the existing 
performance budgeting framework. Equality Budgeting aims to provide greater information 
on the likely impacts of proposed and ongoing budgetary measures, which, in turn, enhances 
the potential to better facilitate the integration of equality concerns into the budgetary process, 
avoid unintended adverse outcomes and enhance the Government’s decision making frame-
work. It involves Departments setting concrete measurable targets for equality objectives in the 
Revised Estimates Volume and reporting on progress in the Public Service Performance Report. 
For the pilot exercise, a number of diverse policy areas were selected with associated objectives 
and indicators. The learnings from the pilot were used to inform the expansion of the equality 
budgeting initiative to further develop the gender budgeting elements, and to broaden its scope 
to other dimensions of equality including poverty, socioeconomic inequality and disability. An 
Equality Budgeting Expert Advisory Group has also been established. This group is comprised 
of a broad range of relevant stakeholders and policy experts to provide advice on the most ef-
fective way to advance Equality Budgeting policy and progress the initiative.

Future direction will now be assisted by the recent publication of the OECD Scan of Equal-
ity Budgeting in Ireland which sets out a path forward with a number of recommendations for 
consideration. This work was commissioned by both the Department of Public Expenditure 
& Reform and the Department of Justice & Equality.  The scan recommendations  are aligned 
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with international experiences of best practice in this field. Implementation of the Report’s rec-
ommendations will be carried forward in close consultation with the Equality Budgeting Expert 
Advisory Group. The OECD report can be found at http://oe.cd/equality-budgeting-ireland.

Social Impact Assessment

The Social Impact Assessment (SIA) series of papers aims to provide an evidence based 
methodology to examine the impact of public expenditure on households. This framework is 
designed to examine the demographic profile of public service users, and how they are impacted 
by budgetary policy decisions. This approach complements the budgetary impact assessments 
carried out using the SWITCH (Simulating Welfare and Income Tax Changes) model by the 
Department of Finance and the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection, and 
externally by the Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI). SIA papers published with 
Budget 2020 focused on topics such as the Domiciliary Care Allowance and Public Service Ob-
ligation (PSO) funding for Public Transport. More information about the SIA series is available 
at https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/615fe5-social-impact-assessment-framework/.

National Childcare Scheme

The importance and value of quality early years care and education is well-documented. The 
international evidence shows a wide range of benefits for children, families and society at large. 
High quality services provide long-lasting cognitive, social and emotional benefits for children, 
supporting children to enjoy their childhood and realise the full potential of their future. How-
ever, affordability and accessibility of quality childcare is a major concern for many parents and 
can act as a barrier to employment which, in turn, increases the risk of poverty. The National 
Childcare Scheme (NCS) aims to improve children’s outcomes, support lifelong learning, make 
work pay, reduce child poverty and tangibly reduce the cost of quality childcare for thousands 
of families across Ireland.

A Focused Policy Assessment (FPA) on the NCS published by DCYA in October 2018 pre-
sented the impacts as:

- Increased labour force participation amongst parents with children ages 0-15 (incl. female 
participation) 

- Higher quality childcare provision than currently available 

- Positive outcomes for children 

- Reduced poverty among families with children.

Taken as a whole, therefore, there is a wealth of information published in the context of 
Budget 2020 which provides important insights into the wide range of targeted benefits and 
public service improvements that have been delivered, and to their impact on citizens’ lives and 
wellbeing.

17/10/2019WRD06900Brexit Issues

17/10/2019WRD0700095. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status 
of contracts for food concessions in hospitals, universities and all other State-run institutions 
which are held by UK owned companies in a no-deal Brexit situation and a deal Brexit situa-
tion, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42757/19]

17/10/2019WRD07100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Public Pro-
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curement is governed by EU legislation and National rules and guidelines. The aim of these 
rules is to promote an open, competitive and non-discriminatory public procurement regime 
which delivers best value for money. In this regard, it is important to point out that the rules un-
derpinning procurement have not changed due to Brexit, as the procurement Directives already 
provide for a range of options for trading with third countries. 

The Office of Government Procurement (OGP) has responsibility for developing and set-
ting out the overarching policy framework for public procurement in Ireland.  In this context, 
the OGP published an Information Note on Brexit and Public Procurement in 2017, which has 
been updated to take account of developments in the interim in December 2018 and June with 
the most resent iteration being publish last week [link].

The Information Note sets out the potential risks faced by public bodies that would in-
clude disruption to supply, increases in costs, extra administrative burdens, and changes in the 
regulatory environment.  In addition, to identifying risk, the Information Note emphasises the 
importance of managing any potential risks to supply and the need to put in place the necessary 
detailed contingency plans. Such contingencies could include, but are not limited to, buying in 
bulk and holding stock, and sourcing substitutions and alternative suppliers.

Whilst the OGP establishes certain aggregated arrangements on behalf of public bodies, the 
bulk of public procurement remains outside centralised structures. Therefore, it is the respon-
sibility of each public body to ensure the continued delivery of public services as they are best 
placed to assess and develop contingency planning in relation to their own contracts, including 
the specific risks associated with Brexit.  

The OGP has written to all Government Departments advising them to identify and manage 
any potential risks and to put in place the necessary detailed contingency plans.

17/10/2019WRD07200Departmental Correspondence

17/10/2019WRD0730096. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
provide all correspondence between him and-or his office and-or his advisers and-or the Sec-
retary General and-or the office of the Secretary General and the Department of Health in Sep-
tember 2019 to 10 October 2019. [42781/19]

17/10/2019WRD07400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to 
advise the Deputy that a deferred reply will be issued to him in respect of this Parliamentary 
Question, in line with Standing Order 42A.

17/10/2019WRE00200Flood Prevention Measures

17/10/2019WRE0030097. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
funding will be provided for works on a river (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42821/19]

17/10/2019WRE00400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works (OPW) is responsible for the maintenance of Arte-
rial Drainage Schemes and catchment drainage schemes designated under the Arterial Drainage 
Acts of 1945 and 1995. The OPW is responsible for the Feale CDS which extends as far as 
Shanow Bridge on the regional road R557.  The OPW does not have responsibility beyond this 
point.
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Local flooding issues are a matter, in the first instance, for each Local Authority to inves-
tigate and address. Kerry County Council may carry out flood mitigation works using its own 
resources or apply for funding under the OPW Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal 
Protection Scheme.  The purpose of this scheme is to provide funding to Local Authorities to 
undertake minor flood mitigation works or studies to address localised fluvial flooding and 
coastal protection problems within their administrative areas. The scheme generally applies 
where a solution can be readily identified and achieved in a short time frame. Works funded 
under the scheme are then carried out under Local Authority powers and ongoing maintenance 
of the completed works is the responsibility of the Council. 

Under the scheme, applications are considered for projects that are estimated to cost not 
more than €750,000 in each instance. Funding of up to 90% of the cost is available for approved 
projects.  Applications are assessed by the OPW having regard to the specific economic, social 
and environmental criteria of the scheme, including a cost benefit ratio and having regard to the 
availability of funding for flood risk management. Full details of this scheme are available on 
www.opw.ie

17/10/2019WRE00500Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme Applications

17/10/2019WRE0060098. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
Office of Public Works has received an application from Donegal County Council for funding 
under the non-coastal minor works funding programme in 2017; if so, the status of the applica-
tion; the timeframe in which a decision can be expected; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42837/19]

17/10/2019WRE00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): Please see in the table the applications received in 2017 from Donegal County 
Council under OPW Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme for non-
coastal locations and the status of each application. 

Project location   Project description    Status 
Brookfield Bridge, Drumbar   Replace existing culvert   Application not approved, as flood 

risk in the area in question will 
be dealt with as part of FRMP 
proposal for Donegal Town.

Oatfield Terrace,  Letterkenny   Removal of structurally damaged 
pipes & installation of box   cul-
vert 3m x 2.1m.   

Funding approved €224,460   

Circular Road, Letterkenny   Installation of 98m of 750 diam-
eter pipes   

 Funding approved €51,773   

Murvagh Upper Glebe, Drum-
chory Glebe, Mullanacross and 
Ballybulgan   

To undertake a review of the exist-
ing flood data to identify measures   
that could be implemented, to 
mitigate against future flooding of 
this area   

 Funding approved €13,500   

17/10/2019WRE00800Capital Expenditure Programme

17/10/2019WRE0090099. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the chang-
es proposed for major capital projects over €100 million; the expected cost of the changes; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [42855/19]

17/10/2019WRE01000100. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
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ber of capital projects that cost €100 million or more in the past five years; the cost of outside 
consultants for each of the projects costing €100 million or more; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42873/19]

17/10/2019WRE01100101. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of capital projects anticipated to commence in the next five years that cost €100 million or 
more; the expected cost of external consultants for each project; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42889/19]

17/10/2019WRE01200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 99 to 101, inclusive, together.

Due to the nature of its role, my Department has had no major capital projects over €100 
million funded through its own Vote in the past five years, nor is it expected to have any such 
projects in the next five years. 

As part of the ongoing reform of Ireland’s public investment management systems, my De-
partment is updating the Public Spending Code.  The purpose of this update is to strengthen the 
existing guidance to better align with the realities of project delivery and with a particular focus 
on improved appraisal, cost estimation and management.  The revised central elements of the 
Public Spending Code relating to the appraisal and management of public capital projects will 
be published before the end of the year. Further technical guidance building upon these central 
elements will follow in 2020.  

The update of the Public Spending Code highlighted the need for more structured scrutiny 
of major public investment projects focusing on the robustness of planned delivery, accuracy 
of cost forecasts, and consideration of risk.  My Department is developing a new governance 
and assurance process for major projects with an estimated cost of over €100 million. This new 
process is being informed by international best practice and will involve consultation with all 
major public sector stakeholders. It is likely to involve an independent external review of major 
projects at key stages. Options are being explored as to how to operate this approach. It may 
involve external reviews conducted by a panel of experts in infrastructure delivery and may 
draw on international expertise where relevant. The delivery of such reviews could be done in 
parallel with other elements of the development of public investment proposed interventions so 
as not to cause undue delay to those projects which will proceed. The detail of the process and 
arrangements for implementation will be scoped and developed with a target operational date 
of mid-2020.

17/10/2019WRE01500Schools Building Projects Status

17/10/2019WRE01600102. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the design team 
for a school (details supplied) in County Kildare can provide a date for the completion of the 
stage 2b documentation. [42632/19]

17/10/2019WRE01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project re-
ferred to by the deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning Stage 2(b) - Detailed 
Design, which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of tender 
documents. All statutory approvals have been secured.     

The Design Team has confirmed that it is working on finalising the Stage 2(b) Report ensur-
ing the new school building will be a “Near Zero Energy Building” (NZEB) in compliance with 
the 2017 amendment to Part L of the current Building Regulations.
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The Design Team Leader currently envisages that the Stage 2(b) Report will be with the 
Department for review in the coming weeks.

Upon completion, receipt and review of the Stage 2(b) submission, the Department will be 
in contact with the school regarding the progression of the project at that time.

17/10/2019WRE01800School Transport Availability

17/10/2019WRE01900103. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he 
is taking to increase the availability of school bus places in County Cork; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42633/19]

17/10/2019WRE02000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.  In the 2018/2019 school year over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with 
special educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary 
and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost 
of over €200m in 2018. 

The purpose of the School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available resources, to sup-
port the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their nearest school.  
Children are generally eligible for school transport if they satisfy the distance criteria and are 
attending their nearest school as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to 
ethos and language. 

All children who are eligible for school transport and who complete the application process 
on time have been accommodated on school transport services where such services are in op-
eration for the 2019/20 school year.  

Children who are not eligible for school transport may apply for transport on a concession-
ary basis only and will be facilitated where spare seats are available after eligible children have 
been accommodated.  Where the number of ineligible children exceeds the number of spare 
seats available Bus Éireann will allocate tickets for the spare seats using an agreed selection 
process.

Minister McHugh has sanctioned an additional €1m on the school transport budget to al-
low for temporary alleviation measures to address a shortage of school transport capacity on 
the post primary scheme in 2019. The cost of these measures has been given to those areas 
where there is a significant concentration of post-primary children who have paid on time for 
the 2019/2020 school year and who are attending their second closest school.  In this regard a 
number of measures have been confirmed to alleviate some of the capacity issues in the areas 
of highest demand in certain parts of the country.

17/10/2019WRE02100Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/10/2019WRE02200104. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of im-
plementing the National Council for Special Education’s policy advice on educational provi-
sion for children with autism spectrum disorders recommendation to extend the enhanced level 
of capitation grant to post-primary schools with special classes on the same basis as primary 
schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42641/19]

17/10/2019WRE02300105. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the recommenda-
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tions of the National Council for Special Education’s policy advice on educational provision for 
children with autism spectrum disorders which have not yet been implemented; the timescale 
for implementation of these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42642/19]

17/10/2019WRE02400106. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the dates in 2018 
and 2019 in which the implementation group for the National Council for Special Education’s 
policy advice on educational provision for children with autism spectrum disorders has met; 
and when it is next planned for this group to meet. [42643/19]

17/10/2019WRE02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 104 to 106, inclusive, together.

Enabling children with Special Educational Needs including Autism to receive an education 
appropriate to their needs is a priority for Government. 

There is now unprecedented investment in special education. The Government is spending 
nearly one euro in every five of the education budget on special education – about €1.9 billion 
in 2019.  

We have significantly increased the availability of specialist placements for children with 
special educational needs as well as bringing more and more children into mainstream educa-
tion.

Budget 2020 provides for an additional 1,064 SNA posts and 400 newe special education 
teacher posts to cater for new need next year.

The National Council for Special Education’s Policy Advice on Educational Provision for 
Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders was published in July 2016.  The report acknowl-
edges that there has been substantial investment in the education of students with autism over 
the 14 years since the publication of the last major report on autism in 2001.  The report set out 
11 recommendations for further improvement and outlines a range of associated actions to give 
effect to its recommendations.

My Department has convened an Implementation Group with representatives of the NCSE, 
NEPS, the Inspectorate and external representatives to ensure that the Report’s recommenda-
tions are fully and appropriately considered and that a timetable for implementation is prepared.  

The group met on three occasions in 2018 and twice to date in 2019 with a further meeting 
due to be scheduled in the coming weeks. There are further sub-groups continuing to work and 
research options regarding the implementation of some of the outstanding recommendations.  
The work of the Implementation Group is ongoing.  

A number of the recommendations in relation to school aged provision have been substan-
tially implemented, including those on the development of additional primary and post primary 
provision, admissions to schools, operating of special classes, additional release days for teach-
ing principals and the use of evidence-informed interventions.

Work is continuing on recommendations relating to on developing teacher knowledge, skills 
and understanding. My Department intends to publish comprehensive inter agency Good Prac-
tice Guidelines on the education of children with Autism in 2020.  

It is expected that recommendations will be made shortly concerning a revised July provi-
sion scheme which would be implemented next year at the earliest.  Before any changes are 
made to the July provision scheme, there will be consultations with stakeholders.
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The NCSE estimated that implementing the school based recommendations in the report 
would cost an additional €20m per annum. 

Capitation funding, is intended to contribute towards the cost of heating, lighting, clean-
ing, insurance, general up-keep etc. My Department recognises the need to improve capitation 
funding for schools. Capitation grants are the main funding mechanism for schools to enable 
them meet their day to day running costs. The levels of capitation grants both primary and post 
primarty are examined annually as part of the estimates process and in the light of available 
resources.

Budget 2019 provided for a 5% increase in Capitation funding for primary and post primary 
schools effective from the start of the 2019/20 school year. Over the course of the school year 
2019/20, an additional €10 million will be allocated to primary and post primary schools, of 
which €4 million will be allocated in 2019.

Budget 2020 provided that schools capitation for all schools will increase by a further 2.5% 
from September 2020. Enhanced capitation rates will increase by 7.5% from September 2020.

It should be noted that it is extremely difficult to make valid comparisons between the levels 
of grants paid and the actual costs of running schools at primary and post primary levels.  Pri-
mary ASD special classes receive an enhanced capitation grants of €849 per student enrolled 
inclusive of the mainstream capitation rate (currently €179 per students). Post Primary ASD 
special classes do not receive enhanced capitation.  However, the Post Primary mainstream 
capitation rate is €309 per student.

17/10/2019WRE02800Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/10/2019WRE02900107. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position with 
regard to the provision of additional places and classrooms for children with special needs in 
which a new building for an existing school is being provided under the capital programme and 
additional accommodation schemes; if new places and classrooms for children with special 
needs must be provided or planned in the location such a project is undertaken; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42644/19]

17/10/2019WRE03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that in the case of all new schools as well as replacement schools, it is general practice to in-
clude a Special Education Needs Base (SEN Base) in the accommodation brief, unless local 
circumstances indicate that it will not be required. Typically, a two classroom SEN Base is pro-
vided in new primary schools and a two or four classroom SEN Base is provided in new post 
primary schools. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a statutory function to plan and 
co-ordinate the provision of education and support services to children with special educational 
needs, in consultation with the relevant education partners and the Health Service Executive 
(HSE). This includes the establishment of special class and special school placements in vari-
ous geographical areas where there is an identified need. 

In deciding where to establish a special class in an area, the NCSE take account of the cur-
rent and projected demand and the available school accommodation both current and planned.  
The Council ensures that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who have 
been identified as needing special class placements.

When the NCSE sanction a special class in a school, the school can apply to my Department 
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for capital funding to re-configure existing spaces within the school building to accommodate 
the class and/or to construct additional accommodation.  Similarly, where special schools wish 
to expand provision, the school can apply to my Department for capital funding to accommo-
date additional placements.

Details of all special classes for children with special educational needs are available on 
www.ncse.ie.

17/10/2019WRE03100Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/10/2019WRE03200108. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills when 
a child currently has access to a SNA but is told that reassessment is required to continue to 
qualify for access, but the assessments are not within six months due to resource and staff short-
ages, the way in which the child is to be supported in school; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42653/19]

17/10/2019WRE03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

It is my Department’s policy that every child assessed as requiring SNA support will have 
access to such support.

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources.

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

17/10/2019WRE03400Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/10/2019WRE03500109. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills the schools 
that are part of the school inclusion model, that is, the 75 schools in counties Kildare, Wicklow 
and south County Dublin areas currently participating; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42654/19]

17/10/2019WRE03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): On 27 March I announced the 
trialling of the School Inclusion Model, a new model of support for students with special edu-
cational and additional care needs, which is being piloted in 75 schools in the Kildare/Wicklow/
South Dublin region in the current school year. 
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The School Inclusion Model aims to build schools’ capacity and to provide the right sup-
ports at the right time for students with additional needs. 

The pilot also provides an opportunity for review and evaluation of proposals to ensure we 
are providing the most effective and efficient service to those requiring additional support.  

 The following is a list of the schools who are participating in the Pilot.

Roll   Number COUNTY School Name
18655C Dublin St Josephs BNS 
19466E Dublin St Kevin’s Girls
17953F Dublin Scoil Náisiúnta Bhaile Eamonn
20194E Dublin St. John The Evangelist NS
19817H Dublin St Mary’s National School
19617W Dublin St Martin De Porres National School
19574H Dublin Marley Grange National School
19542R Dublin St Thomas Junior National School
18642Q Dublin Scoil Náisiúnta Naomh Eoin
19743E Dublin St Bernadettes JNS
20066S Dublin Lucan Educate Together National School
19503H Dublin Scoil Chrónáin
19221U Dublin Scoil Naomh Áine
19577N Dublin Scoil Íosa
17683C Dublin Loreto Junior School
19569O Dublin Scoil Aenghusa Junior National School
20173T Dublin St Anne’s Primary School
19566I Dublin Our Lady Queen of Apostles
19837N Dublin Drimnagh Castle CBS National School
15622S Dublin St Patrick’s National School
15625B Dublin St Catherine’s West National School
17603B Dublin Scoil Iosagain
16964F Dublin Loreto Primary School
17356K Dublin Mourne Road Infants
20411J Dublin Firhouse Educate Together National School
13611D Dublin Presentation Primary School
17355I Dublin Our Lady of Good Counsel NS
11976K Kildare Scoil Chóca Naofa
16707I Kildare Scoil Náisiúnta Naomh Pheadar
17341U Kildare Maynooth Boys’ National School
00779U Kildare Presentation Girls Maynooth
18378C Kildare Scoil Náisiúnta Naomh Ioseph
17995V Kildare Scoil Náisiúnta Oilibhear Plunglead
07790U Kildare Churchtown National School
18179T Kildare Scoil Naisiunta Bride Lackagh
16302F Kildare St Brigid’s National School
18430B Kildare Scoil Náisiúnta Baile Roibeaird
17968S Kildare Ursaille Naofa
16706G Kildare St Joseph’s National School
13350B Kildare Scoil Bride
15870O Kildare Scoil Chonnla Phadraig
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Roll   Number COUNTY School Name
18654A Kildare Caragh National School
18288B Kildare Scoil Mhichil Naofa
20271T Kildare Scoil N Naomh Uilig
06209J Kildare Athy Model School
13328I Kildare St Patrick’s National School
19995I Kildare North Kildare Educate Together School
19897I Kildare Scoil Uí Riada
19550Q Kildare Ballymany Junior National School
18449W Kildare St Conleth’s National School
18502A Wicklow Scoil Náisiúnta Naomh Brid
18054W Wicklow Hollywood National School
12688K Wicklow Kiltegan National School
20242M Wicklow Blessington Educate Together
91332O Dublin St Marks Community School
60851P Dublin Assumption Secondary School
60341P Dublin Sancta Maria College
70080T Dublin Lucan Community College
70021D Dublin Coláiste de hÍde
91302F Dublin Phobailscoil Iosolde
60890C Dublin St Louis High School
70240P Dublin Kylemore College
61681V Kildare Patrician Secondary School
61691B Kildare Scoil Dara
70691C Kildare Confey Community College
70730J Kildare Ardscoil Rath Iomgháin
70800E Wicklow St Kevin’s Community College
60121B Dublin Moyle Park College
60490J Dublin CBS Westland Row
19277B Kildare St. Annes Special School
19455W Kildare St. Marks Special School
20010 Dublin St. Roses Special School
19382V Dublin Scoil Eoin
18904U Dublin St Peters Special School
19151C Dublin St John of God

17/10/2019WRE03700National Educational Psychological Service Staff

17/10/2019WRE03800110. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills if staff in 
NEPS who take leave or maternity leave are replaced; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42656/19]

17/10/2019WRE03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In the event an educational 
psychologist at the National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) is absent due to leave 
or maternity leave the  schools concerned are given access to the Scheme for Commissioning 
of Psychologist Assessments (SCPA).

 At the link is a copy of the Scheme for the Deputy’s information. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-17_pq110-17-10-2019_en.pdf  “>SCPA Scheme</a>]
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17/10/2019WRE04000Psychological Assessments Waiting Times

17/10/2019WRE04100111. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills the length 
of time children who suffer a bereavement are expected to wait on waiting lists to be seen and 
assessed by psychologists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42657/19]

17/10/2019WRE04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department’s Wellbe-
ing Policy and Framework for practice has given recognition to the importance of promoting 
wellbeing in education.  It outlines a comprehensive, whole-school approach to the promotion 
of wellbeing and positive mental health. It focuses on the whole school community, as well as 
groups and individual young people with identified needs.  Schools promote wellbeing through 
a range of activities and approaches to support the academic, physical, mental, emotional, so-
cial and spiritual development of all children and young people. 

Each post primary school currently receives an allocation in respect of guidance provision, 
calculated by reference to the approved enrolment.  Counselling is a key part of the role of 
the Guidance Counsellor, offered on an individual or group basis as part of a developmental 
learning process, at moments of personal crisis but also at key transition points. The Guidance 
Counsellor also provides a referral of students to external counselling agencies and profession-
als. The Guidance Counsellor is key in developing and implementing innovative approaches to 
wellbeing promotion on a whole schools basis though the school’s Guidance Plan.  

The National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) in my Department provides con-
sultation for school staff who may have concerns about individual students. NEPS supports 
schools in putting interventions in place for individuals with identified difficulties.  Consulta-
tion in relation to appropriate therapeutic interventions delivered in the school setting is also 
available.  

When counselling or more specialised intervention is considered to be required, a referral 
is made to an outside agency.  NEPS supports schools with this onward referral to the HSE and 
other local mental health services.

17/10/2019WRE04300Home Schooling

17/10/2019WRE04400112. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of children being home schooled at primary level; if they are all in receipt of the home 
tuition grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42658/19]

17/10/2019WRE04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Department of Education 
and Skills provides for the education of children through the provision of recognised schools. 
Recognised schools must fulfil a number of conditions regarding curriculum, inspection and 
other matters.

The Irish constitution recognises the family as the primary educator of the child and defines 
duties and responsibilities for parents and the State in the education of children. 

Section 14 of the Education (Welfare) Act 2000 makes provision for parents to educate 
their children in places other than recognised schools, such as in the home or in non-recognised 
schools.

Children who are educated at home or who attend a non-recognised schools - must be reg-
istered with the Educational Welfare Services (EWS) of the Child and Family Agency by their 
parents/guardians.
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Parents must ensure their child receives a certain minimum education. There are detailed 
Guidelines on the Assessment of Education in places other than recognised schools. The guide-
lines provide a working definition of “a certain minimum education”. They describe home-
based education and offer guidance on how it may be assessed. They also cover the legal back-
ground of home education.

Where parents choose to educate their children in places other than recognised schools they 
have made a decision not to avail of recognised schools. 

They are not eligible to avail of resources which they may have accessed through enrolment 
in a recognised school and do not receive Home Tuition funding from my Department. 

The data requested is not available from my Department.  Responsibilility for home school-
ing matters resides with my colleague, the Minister for Children & Youth Affairs. 

17/10/2019WRE04600Schools Building Projects Status

17/10/2019WRE04700113. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of a school building for additional accommodation for a school (details supplied) in County 
Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42674/19]

17/10/2019WRE04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to advise the 
Deputy that the Additional Accommodation project at the School to which he refers was ap-
proved to proceed to the Planning Application Stage in early October, 2019.

As responsibility for the delivery of the project has been devolved to the school, it is now a 
matter for the Board of Management to advance the project.

17/10/2019WRE04900School Transport Administration

17/10/2019WRE05000114. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills if consideration 
will be given to backdating a school transport grant in respect of a child (details supplied) in 
Dublin 11; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42695/19]

17/10/2019WRE05100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.  In the 2018/2019 school year over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with 
special educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary 
and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost 
of over €200m in 2018. 

The family of the pupil referred to by the Deputy has received the special transport grant 
for the 2017/18 and 2018/19 school years. The parents of the pupil have been advised that since 
their application was made on the 15th November 2016, they may submit a statement of atten-
dance to the Department from this date to the end of the 2016/17 school year. 

Under the terms of the scheme, the payment of a grant is considered for the school year in 
which an application for transport is received. Grants are not paid retrospectively.

17/10/2019WRE05200Capitation Grants
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17/10/2019WRE05300115. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated cost 
of restoring capitation rates to pre-2010 levels following the implementation of increases an-
nounced in budget 2020. [42708/19]

17/10/2019WRE05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to have been able 
to provide for a further 2.5% increase in standard capitation funding for primary and post-pri-
mary schools that will apply from the start of the 2020/21 school year. The combined increases 
given in 2019 and 2020 mean that circa 40% restoration will be achieved. 

In addition to the increase above the estimated cost of restoring the standard capitation to 
pre-2011 levels in primary and post-primary schools is circa €20 million. 

It is my intention to seek funding for further capitation increases in future budgets, however, 
I must have regard to the level of resources which will be available to my Department, in the 
context of the continuing need for the Government to prudently manage the economy and the 
public finances and have regard to risks, including those associated with Brexit.

17/10/2019WRE05500Third Level Admissions Entry Requirements

17/10/2019WRE05600116. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a 
decision by a college (details supplied) to refuse to accept an applicant’s residency in spite of 
SUSI and CAO’s acceptance of their residency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42733/19]

17/10/2019WRE05700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Universities and institutes of 
technology, under the Universities Act 1997 and the Institutes of Technology Acts, are autono-
mous bodies and, as such, have responsibility for their own academic affairs, including issues 
relating to the admission of students. 

Therefore, it is a matter for the institutes themselves to set admissions requirements for 
individual programmes of education and training and to ensure that students meet those require-
ments before commencing their studies.

17/10/2019WRE05800Schools Building Projects Status

17/10/2019WRE05900117. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a new 
school building for a school (details supplied); if the ETB in question has procured a design 
team on this project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42745/19]

17/10/2019WRE06000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that the building project for the school to which he refers is being devolved for deliv-
ery to Cavan & Monaghan Educational Training Board (CMETB).

The first step in this process is the execution of a Service Level Agreement (SLA) between 
my Department and CMETB. This is currently being arranged. 

Once the SLA is in place, the ETB will procure a Design Team for the project to design the 
buildings, obtain the necessary statutory planning permissions, and move the project onward to 
tender and construction in due course. 

17/10/2019WRE06100Special Educational Needs Data
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17/10/2019WRE06200118. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of emo-
tional behavioural units in primary schools in County Tipperary; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42747/19]

17/10/2019WRE06300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Firstly, it is important to clar-
ify that the appropriate term is special class and not ‘unit’ when referring to the provision of 
special classes in mainstream schools. 

11 special classes for emotional behavioural disturbance, 8 in mainstream primary 
schools and 3 in mainstream post primary schools will be provided for the 2019/20 school 
year, compared to 7 such special classes in 2011/12 school year. 

There are currently 76 special classes in County Tipperary; 1 for emotional behavioural 
disturbance, 68 Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), 3 Mild General Learning Disability, 1 Mod-
erate Learning Disabiilty and 3 Specific Speech and Language Disorder. 

The National Council for Special Education is an independent statutory body, whose func-
tions include planning and coordinating the provision of education and support services to 
children with special educational needs in conjunction with schools and the Health Service Ex-
ecutive (HSE). This includes responsibility, through its network of Special Educational Needs 
Organisers (SNEOs) for establishing special classes.  Applications meeting the criteria for es-
tablishment of special classes, including special classes for emotional behavioural disturbance 
are approved by the NCSE.  

The NCSE continues to monitor and review the requirement for special class places in 
particular areas and has capacity to establish such new classes or retain current classes where 
necessary, subject to the willingness of schools to open/retain classes.  The NCSE welcomes 
expressions of interest from schools in opening special classes to meet the demand for special 
class provision.  In deciding on the location of a special class SENOs take into account both 
the present and the future potential need for special class provision, and they must also be satis-
fied that the special class is sustainable and appropriately located.  SENOs liaise with relevant 
professionals in their area to arrive at an informed decision.

As the Deputy’s question refers to the provision of further SSLD classes in this area, it has 
been forwarded to the NCSE for direct reply.

17/10/2019WRE06400Further Education and Training Programmes Funding

17/10/2019WRE06500119. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the value of funds 
to be made available for further education of the €174 million set aside for higher education. 
[42749/19]

17/10/2019WRE06600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
Budget 2020 provided a Capital allocation in higher and further education including PPPs of 
€174m for the Higher Education, Further Education and Training, and Research sectors.  This 
will support infrastructure investments to expand student places and upgrade existing infra-
structure.  €18m of this figure is provided for Further Education and Training (FET).

The allocation received in Budget 2020 for FET is in line with the Capital Investment plan 
2016 to 2021 and the additional €5m being provided will see another step towards the develop-
ment of a dedicated capital programme for further education and training.  The quality of the 
settings in which further education and training is delivered is a strong theme emerging as the 
new Further Education and Training Strategy is being framed.  Alongside this, capital invest-
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ment is required to support the Government’s plan to expand apprenticeship training. To deliver 
on this, capital investment in Further Education and Training in 2020 will focus on:

- Supporting the expansion of apprenticeship training and in renewing equipment to support 
new apprenticeship curricula,

- Beginning a programme of capital investment in integrated further education and training 
provision to replace provision in smaller unsuitable premises, and

- Improving the condition of existing further education and training buildings, including to 
address access and health and safety issues.

17/10/2019WRE06700School Services Staff

17/10/2019WRE06800120. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated cost 
of permitting schools with enrolments of 700 or more to fill caretaker vacancies provided they 
have fewer than two caretakers under budget 2020. [42750/19]

17/10/2019WRE06900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The estimated first and full 
year cost of permitting ETB, Community & Comprehensive schools with an enrolment of 700 
or more to fill Caretaker vacancies provided they have less than 2 is €0.7 million and €2.1 mil-
lion respectively.

17/10/2019WRE07000School Services Staff

17/10/2019WRE07100121. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated cost 
of permitting schools with enrolments of 500 to 650 to fill secretary vacancies provided they 
have fewer than 1.5 posts and schools with enrolments of 626 to 699 provided they have fewer 
than two posts filled under budget 2020. [42751/19]

17/10/2019WRE07200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The estimated first and full 
year cost of permitting ETB, Community & Comprehensive schools with an enrolment of 500-
625 to fill Secretary vacancies provided they have less than 1.5 and enrolments of 626-699 to 
fill vacancies provided they have less than 2 is circa €0.3 million and €0.9 million respectively.

17/10/2019WRF0010017/10/2019WRF00200Special Educational Needs Data

17/10/2019WRF00300122. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to an imple-
mentation of a section 37(a) in one part of the country, if and when he will be extending this 
nationwide; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42753/19]

17/10/2019WRF00400123. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a geographical 
breakdown of the ASD classes available nationally, both by county and by primary and second-
ary schools, will be provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42754/19]

17/10/2019WRF00500124. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department 
has carried out an analysis of demand for ASD classes nationally; if so, the figures by region; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42755/19]

17/10/2019WRF00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 122 to 124, inclusive, together.
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The provision of education for children with special needs is an ongoing priority for Gov-
ernment.  Currently, we spend almost 20% of the total Education Vote or €1.9bn on supporting 
children with special needs. 

The numbers of special classes, special education teachers and Special Needs Assistants 
are at unprecedented levels and so too is the number of children receiving support across the 
continuum that includes mainstream classes, special classes and schools. Our commitment is 
provide each child with an education in accordance with his/her need.

An additional 1,050 specialised places have been provided this school year, with 167 new 
special classes.  This brings the total number of special class places to over 9,700, almost a tre-
bling provision since 2011. Over 80% of these are ASD special class places. 

125 special schools also provide specialist education for students with complex special 
educational needs including ASD. These schools now provide over 8,000 places compared to 
6,848 in 2011.

Budget 2020 provides for an additional 1,064 SNA posts and 400 new special education 
teacher posts to cater for new need next year.  

Details of all special classes for children with special educational needs including special 
classes for Autism are available by county on the NCSE website www.ncse.ie 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a statutory function to plan and 
co-ordinate the provision of education and support services to children with special educational 
needs. 

The Council has well established structures in place to plan and coordinate special educa-
tion provision throughout the country. 

Normally, special classes are established with the full cooperation of the schools in areas 
where they are required

However there are some parts of the country where the Council faced challenges in getting 
schools and their Patrons to voluntarily agree to provide special class or school places.

I know that this has caused much anguish for parents and families involved. 

As Minister I have a power under Section 37A of the Education Act 1998 to direct a school 
to provide additional provision where all reasonable efforts have failed.

The legislation was used for the first time back in April in respect of the Dublin 15 area. 

We have made significant progress in a relatively short period with the opening 7 new spe-
cial classes and a new Special School that will provide 88 places for children with special needs. 

The new places will help these families and ensure that the children concerned have access 
to education.

The experience of Dublin 15 shows the real and practical challenges that can be addressed 
when opening new special classes and how we can resolve these challenges by working to-
gether and in partnership. 

The NCSE is continuing its work at local level to ensure all children can access a suitable 
school placement for the forthcoming school year and beyond. 

As Minister, I would much prefer that schools provide places for children in their commu-
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nity.  Where this is not the case, I am prepared to use the legislation to ensure that children can 
access a suitable education.

17/10/2019WRF00900Departmental Correspondence

17/10/2019WRF01000125. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide a 
copy of all correspondence from him and-or his office and-or his advisers to or from other per-
sons or offices in his Department regarding schools in County Donegal. [42786/19]

17/10/2019WRF01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The correspondence request-
ed by the Deputy is not readily available.  I will arrange for it to be forwarded directly to the 
Deputy when the information requested has been compiled.

17/10/2019WRF01200Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/10/2019WRF01300126. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to en-
sure a child (details supplied) with ASD and other diagnoses has access to the necessary inter-
ventions and assistance the child requires and that the cut to the child’s SNA allocation will be 
reversed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42790/19]

17/10/2019WRF01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources.

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.  
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As this question relates to a particular child, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.

17/10/2019WRF01500School Catchment Areas

17/10/2019WRF01600127. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the 
catchment boundary for a school (details supplied) is so large; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42800/19]

17/10/2019WRF01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data in a way that takes account of the significant 
local and regional variations in demographic trends and enrolment projections, my Department 
divides the country into 314 school planning areas.

Using school planning area boundaries within my Department’s Geographic Information 
System (GIS) allows data within those boundaries, including data for enrolments in schools, 
child benefit and other relevant data to be added to the mapping information, grouped and ana-
lysed.  The GIS records the number of primary and post-primary schools within each planning 
area, the combined enrolments for all of the schools within each area, including total enrolment 
and enrolment in each class group, together with child benefit data relevant to the area.

School planning areas are used in the demographic exercises as a basis for the assessment 
of areas of growth and to inform recommendations on the establishment of any new schools 
required in a school planning area(s).

In some instances, while projected growth in a single school planning area may not, of itself, 
warrant provision of a new school, where the combined demographic increases across a number 
of adjacent school planning areas indicate sufficient demand for a viable school, a regional solu-
tion may be put in place to serve these areas.

As the Deputy will be aware, in April 2018, the Government announced plans for the estab-
lishment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022), including a new 1,000 pupil 
post-primary school to be established in 2019 to serve the Galway City and Oranmore school 
planning areas as a regional solution.

New schools established since 2011 to meet demographic demand are required to prioritise 
enrolments from within the school planning area(s) which the school was established to serve. 
This does not preclude new schools established since 2011 from enrolling pupils from outside 
of the designated school planning area where it has capacity to do so, rather it reflects the need 
to accommodate in the first instance the demographic for which the school was established. 

The question of enrolment in individual schools, including the setting of catchment areas, is 
the responsibility of the Board of Management on behalf of the school Patron and my Depart-
ment does not seek to intervene in decisions made by schools in such matters.

17/10/2019WRF01800School Playgrounds

17/10/2019WRF01900128. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department 
will aid a school (details supplied) in its bid to increase its yard space in view of the fact that 
its school numbers have increased leading to health and safety concerns; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42809/19]
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17/10/2019WRF02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the most appropriate funding stream for the works referred to is the Summer Works Scheme 
(SWS). The SWS is designed to allow primary and post primary schools to carry out small and 
medium scale building works that will improve and upgrade existing school buildings.

It is noted that the school in question submitted an application for Mechanical Works under 
my Department’s multi annual Summer Works Scheme (SWS) 2020 onwards.

It is open to the school to apply for funding to address external works under future Summer 
Works Schemes.  Alternatively, if the school authority considers the works a priority, it may use 
its minor works grant which all primary schools receive to carry out the works in full or on a 
phased basis as the grant permits.

17/10/2019WRF02100Schools Building Projects Data

17/10/2019WRF02200129. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of each sec-
ondary school in County Wicklow involved in the school building programme; the length of 
time they have been in their current development stage; the average times for all development 
stages to complete; the estimated time for projects to progress to completion in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42816/19]

17/10/2019WRF02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The current status of projects 
being delivered is listed on a county by county basis on my Department’s website at www.edu-
cation.ie and updated on a monthly basis to reflect their progress through the various stages of 
capital appraisal, site acquisition, design, tender and construction.

It is not possible to give an average timeline for all development stages as this varies from 
project to project depending on the size and complexity. It also depends on interactions with 
planning authorities and other factors.

17/10/2019WRF02400School Transport Provision

17/10/2019WRF02500130. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the options avail-
able to participate in the school transport scheme for a pupil who becomes homeless during the 
school year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42822/19]

17/10/2019WRF02600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.  In the 2018/2019 school year over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with 
special educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary 
and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost 
of over €200m in 2018. 

The purpose of the School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available resources, to sup-
port the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their nearest school.  
Children are generally eligible for school transport if they satisfy the distance criteria and are 
attending their nearest school as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to 
ethos and language. 

The terms of the scheme are equitable and on a national basis.
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17/10/2019WRF02700School Starting Age

17/10/2019WRF02800131. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his responsibili-
ties with regard to the mandatory school age. [42823/19]

17/10/2019WRF02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In accordance with the Educa-
tion Welfare Act, 2000 the compulsory school starting age in a National School is 6 years of age 
and the Rules for National Schools provide that a child must be at least 4 years of age before he/
she may be enrolled in a National School.  

Under the Education (Welfare) Act, 2000 parents are responsible for making sure their child 
receives an education. The Act also states that every child between the ages of 6 and 16 must 
attend school or otherwise receive an education. 

The Educational Welfare Services of the Child and Family Agency operate under the Edu-
cation (Welfare) Act, 2000. The legislation emphasises the promotion of school attendance, 
participation and retention. The statutory and school support services of the Child and Fam-
ily Agency’s Educational Welfare Services work together collaboratively and cohesively with 
schools and other relevant services to secure better educational outcomes for children and 
young people.

Schools are obliged by law under the Education (Welfare) Act, 2000 to submit reports on 
school attendance to the Educational Welfare Services of the Child and Family Agency.

17/10/2019WRF03000Schools Amalgamation

17/10/2019WRF03100132. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason he has 
not responded to communications, documents and reports provided to him from local commu-
nity groups (details supplied); the reason he has not acknowledged or provided replies to the 
significant information submitted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42827/19]

17/10/2019WRF03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that submissions received from the groups in question were acknowledged and were forwarded 
to my officials for consideration.

As the Deputy is aware the decision making authority for any amalgamation is the Patron/
Trustees of the schools, and this is subject to the approval of my Department. 

Any proposed change involves extensive negotiations at local level and must be well 
planned and managed in a manner that accommodates the interests of students, parents, teach-
ers, local communities and contributes to an inclusive education system.  My Department was 
not involved in these negotiations.

I can confirm to the Deputy that the report from the patron setting out the proposal to amal-
gamate both schools was analysed by officials in my Department along with submissions from 
the groups referred to by the Deputy.

In addition to considering the submissions received officials in my Department’s Planning 
and Building Unit carried out an analysis of the current enrolment trends, intake patterns, fu-
ture demographic demands and the current curriculum provision.  The outcome of this analysis 
concluded that in the best interest of all stakeholders the approval of a new school building to 
facilitate the amalgamation of the two existing schools was the best option.
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As the Deputy is aware I have accepted the recommendation from the patron to amalgamate 
the existing schools into a new building, and the patron has been informed.

17/10/2019WRF03300Teaching Contracts

17/10/2019WRF03400133. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the 
campaign for one management day per week for teaching principals; his plans to implement 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42831/19]

17/10/2019WRF03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Since my appointment as 
Minister for Education and Skills I have met with a number of Teaching Principals and I ap-
preciate the pressures they face. Earlier in the year, I hosted a symposium on Small Schools 
which gave me an opportunity to restate the Government’s commitment to small schools and to 
open a dialogue with all the key stakeholders. The purpose of this work by the Department is 
to develop a policy proposal to help support and strengthen small primary schools throughout 
the country.

Budget 2020 is the third successive budget to provide for an increase in the number of prin-
cipal release days.  One additional release day will be allocated to each school with a teaching 
principal with effect from 1 September 2020.  This will bring the number of release days to 19, 
25 and 31, depending on the size of school.  This is an increase from 14, 18 and 22 days since 
2015.  In addition, a further four additional release days are allocated to schools with special 
classes.

There are arrangements in place for schools to cluster their principal release days into a full-
time post which will assist teaching principals to more effectively plan their release days for the 
benefit of the school.

In addition to the increase of release days, the Government lifted the moratorium on middle 
management posts in 2017.  In total almost 1300 leadership posts have been invested in our 
primary schools since 2017 which has led to 1 in 3 teachers now holding promoted positions.  
My Department has committed to revising the number of available Posts of Responsibility to 
take account of retirements during the school year.  This ensures that the current level of Posts 
of Responsibilities are maintained in the school system. 

17/10/2019WRF03600Skills Development

17/10/2019WRF03700134. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the allocation for 
the Skillnet programme in 2020, specifically for SME upskilling, following budget 2020; the 
allocation made to employee skills development initiatives in budget 2020; and the allocation 
made for the launch of a digital skills initiative scheme. [42833/19]

17/10/2019WRF03800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
Skillnet Ireland is funded by my Department through the National Training Fund (NTF) to 
act as an enterprise-led support body dedicated to the promotion and facilitation of enterprise 
training and workforce development as key elements in sustaining national competitiveness.  
Its primary role is to increase participation in enterprise training by companies to upskill the 
workforce and provide greater access for workers to skills development. 

Skillnet Ireland has been allocated €36 million in 2020, an additional €7.9 Million in fund-
ing over 2019. This increase will provide additional training for more than 7,000 participants 
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across 3 initiatives:

(i) €1.4m: Further expansion of their enterprise led programmes

(ii) €2.0m: A new SME upskilling scheme targeting 1,200 owners/managers in 2020 to as-
sist in responding to the productivity gap in the indigenous SME sector;

(iii) €4.5m: A Digital Skills Initiative to provide 2,150 training places to over 900 compa-
nies in 2020 to help meet the objectives of Technology Skills 2022 – Ireland’s 3rd ICT Skills 
Action Plan.

Skillnet Ireland will provide training to 69,000 participants in 2020.

Skillnet Ireland operates a joint funding model where training is funded by combining con-
tributions from employers with Skillnet grants. 

In line with Government policy to support workforce upskilling and commitment to roll out 
the Education and Training Board led Skills to Advance programme to target existing employ-
ees with limited formal qualifications, additional funding of €6.3m will be also be provided for 
an additional 3,000 employees in this area through focussed initiatives targeting employers, 
individual employees and sectoral and regional responses via a competitive call.  Along with 
the established Skills for Work programme this will bring the total funding for the provision of 
ETB run employee skills devlopment inititatives to €20.3m.

17/10/2019WRF03900Schools Building Projects Data

17/10/2019WRF04000135. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason an ar-
rangement has been put in place for bundle five PPP schools that sets a limit of 300 hours for 
the availability of the school after 6 p.m. in the evening; the names and locations of schools 
built under PPP with such an arrangement; the extent to which these arrangements apply to the 
main school building; and if separate arrangements apply to playing pitches and other school 
facilities. [42839/19]

17/10/2019WRF04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In the schools PPP projects, 
a PPP company is contracted to provide a range of services at the schools, including caretak-
ing, fire safety, security, cleaning and maintenance, during the standard school year, typically 
between 8am and 6pm.  The PPP company’s contract price also includes an allowance for such 
services to be provided at the discretion of the school principal for out of hours activities (i.e. 
after 6 pm), including  the use of pitches and external facilities.  

On the Schools PPP Bundle 5 project this allowance is 350 hours which is typical across the 
PPP schools projects.  This is a standard feature of all PPP schools contracts that aims to achieve 
a balance between the availability of the school facilities outside of normal school hours and 
value for money in the PPP contract price.  

In addition, access to schools is generally available at all times to the school principal and 
school employees.

There are currently 32 schools operating in the PPP model, details of which are provided in 
the table at the link.  For completeness, it should be noted that a Further Education College was 
also delivered as part of the Schools Bundle 5 project.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-17_pq135-17-10-2019_en.pdf  “>PPP Projects</a>]
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17/10/2019WRF04200Capital Expenditure Programme

17/10/2019WRF04300136. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of capi-
tal projects that cost €100 million or more in the past five years; the cost of outside consultants 
for each of the projects costing €100 million or more; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42866/19]

17/10/2019WRF04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Department of Education 
and Skills has not funded any individual capital projects costing more than €100 million and 
that were completed during the period 2015 to date.

17/10/2019WRF04500Capital Expenditure Programme

17/10/2019WRF04600137. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of capi-
tal projects anticipated to commence in the next five years that cost €100 million or more; the 
expected cost of external consultants for each project; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42882/19]

17/10/2019WRF04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The vast majority of indi-
vidual capital projects funded by the Department have a capital value of less than €100 mil-
lion.  There are currently three projects in the higher education sector approved/approved in 
principle for funding by the Department that have an estimated total project cost of greater than 
€100 million and that will be delivered in the next five years.

Programme II of the Grangegorman development is scheduled for completion in mid-2020 
and has a total construction cost of approximately €220m ex VAT.  The projects, which are be-
ing delivered under a Public Private Partnership (PPP) arrangement, comprise the Central and 
East Quads and will together provide some 52,000m2   of academic space for TU Dublin.  

The cost of external consultants supporting the Authority on this project has been in the re-
gion of €8m to date.  This has included the full range of architectural, QS and engineering skills 
which are essential to the design and planning of any major construction project.  

In addition, two of five projects recently approved in principle for co-funding under the High-
er Education Strategic Infrastructure Fund will involve total investments of over €100m.  The 
projects are UCC – Cork Business School (CUBS) Project and UCD – Future Campus Project. 
Exchequer funding of up to €25m has been approved for each of the projects in question, with 
the balance of funding to be provided by HEIs from their own resources, borrowing and phi-
lanthropy.  

As these projects are still at an early stage of development, it is not possible at this 
point to provide cost estimates for external consultants.

17/10/2019WRF04800Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

17/10/2019WRF04900138. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person 
(details supplied) can qualify for higher education grants or the back to education allowance in 
view of the fact that the person has already undertaken private courses and is unable to progress 
further due to costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42902/19]

17/10/2019WRF05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under my Department’s Stu-
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dent Grant Scheme, eligible candidates may receive funding provided they are attending an 
approved course at an approved institution as defined in the scheme.

The definition of an approved institution is set out in Section 7 of the Student Support Act 
2011 and Regulation 3 of the Student Support Regulations 2019. 

To satisfy the terms and conditions in relation to progression, a student must be moving 
from year to year within a course, having successfully completed the previous year or be trans-
ferring from one course to another where the award for the subsequent course is of a higher 
level than the previous course.

Further information in relation to student grant assistance is available from SUSI’s website 
(www.susi.ie) or by contacting the SUSI Helpdesk, telephone 0761 087 874.

Tax relief on tuition fees may be available for students attending courses in private col-
leges. Details in relation to this relief are available from the Revenue Commissioners on www.
revenue.ie.

The determination of eligibility for assistance under the Back to Education Allowance is 
a matter for the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.

17/10/2019WRF05100Schools Building Projects

17/10/2019WRF05200139. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent 
to which his Department is meeting the needs of children at primary and post-primary level as 
identified by the various school authorities in Maynooth, County Kildare, with specific refer-
ence to each school project or proposal to date; when the projects will reach fruition; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [42906/19]

17/10/2019WRF05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the current status of large building projects, including those in Maynooth Co. Kildare being 
delivered under the school building programme is available on my Department’s website, www.
education.ie and this information is updated regularly. In addition, a list of large-scale projects 
completed from 2010 to date may also be viewed on the website.

The Capital Programme also provides for devolved funding for additional classrooms, if 
required, for schools where an immediate enrolment need has been identified or where an ad-
ditional teacher has been appointed. All school capital projects that have been approved by my 
Department under the Additional Accommodation Scheme, may also be viewed on my Depart-
ment’s website and this is updated regularly.

17/10/2019WRF05400School Accommodation Provision

17/10/2019WRF05500140. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the degree to 
which primary and post-primary school places as identified by the various school authorities in 
Leixlip, County Kildare, continue to be met in full; the arrangement in place to meet deficien-
cies; the timeframe for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42907/19]

17/10/2019WRF05600142. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cur-
rent identified requirement in respect of primary and secondary school places in Naas, County 
Kildare; the degree to which each project is progressing or failing; the number of places in-
volved; when all the accommodation as set out will be available for occupation in line with the 
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requests of the local school authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42909/19]

17/10/2019WRF05700143. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the current 
identified requirement in respect of primary and secondary school places in Clane, County 
Kildare; the degree to which each project is progressing or failing; the number of places in-
volved; when all the accommodation as set out will be available for occupation in line with the 
requests of the local school authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42910/19]

17/10/2019WRF05800144. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the current 
identified requirement in respect of primary and secondary school places in Prosperous, County 
Kildare; the degree to which each project is progressing or failing; the number of places in-
volved; when all the accommodation as set out will be available for occupation in line with the 
requests of the local school authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42911/19]

17/10/2019WRF05900145. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the current 
identified requirement in respect of primary and secondary school places in Sallins, County 
Kildare; the degree to which each project is progressing or failing; the number of places in-
volved; when all the accommodation as set out will be available for occupation in line with the 
requests of the local school authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42912/19]

17/10/2019WRF06000147. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the degree to 
which the current primary and second level school accommodation at Kilcock, County Kildare, 
continues to meet the requirements and demographics set out by the various school authorities; 
the proposals to assess these issues; the progress therein in respect of each case with a view to 
meeting in full as required the places necessary now and in the future; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42914/19]

17/10/2019WRF06100148. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which he is meeting the primary school place requirements at Newtown, Enfield, Johnstown 
Bridge, Tirmohan, Rathcoffey and Donadea, County Kildare, in view of the increased need 
arising from demographics; the position regarding each school project; when increased facili-
ties as required are likely to become available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42915/19]

17/10/2019WRF06200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 140, 142 to 145, inclusive, 147 and 148 together.

In order to plan for school provision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Depart-
ment divides the country into 314 school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information 
System, using data from a range of sources, to identify where the pressure for school places 
across the country will arise. 

Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter 
demand in an area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, the Department engages 
with each of the local authorities to obtain the up-to-date data on significant new residential 
developments in each area. This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure planning is 
keeping pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture with planned 
new residential development.

Where demographic data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such 
additional provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depend-
ing on the circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,
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- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

As the Deputy will be aware, in April 2018, the Government announced plans for the estab-
lishment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022) including the following new 
schools to serve the areas referred to by the Deputy:

- a new 8-classroom primary school to be established in  2019 to serve the Leixlip school 
planning area,  

-  a new 8-classroom primary school to be established in 2021 to serve the Naas school plan-
ning area.

- a new 500 pupil post-primary school to be established in 2020 to serve the Kilcock school 
planning area to be located in Enfield. 

This announcement follows nationwide demographic exercises carried out by my Depart-
ment into the future need for primary and post-primary schools across the country and the 
4-year horizon will enable increased lead-in times for planning and delivery of the necessary 
infrastructure. 

The requirement for new schools will be kept under on-going review and in particular will 
have regard for the increased rollout of housing provision as outlined in Project Ireland 2040. 
My Department will also continue to monitor areas where the accommodation of existing 
schools may need to be expanded in order to meet the needs of the local population. 

Under Project Ireland 2040, my Department continues to make progress to increase the 
infrastructural capacity in the schools sector, in order to meet demographic and other demands.

The Capital Programme details the school projects that are being progressed under Project 
Ireland 2040. I wish to advise the Deputy that the current status of large-scale projects be-
ing delivered under Project Ireland 2040 may be viewed on my Department’s website, www.
education.ie and this information is updated regularly. In addition, a list of large-scale projects 
completed from 2010 to date may also be viewed on the website.   

The Capital Programme also provides for devolved funding for additional classrooms, if 
required, for schools where an immediate enrolment need has been identified or where an ad-
ditional teacher has been appointed. Details of schools listed on this programme can be found 
on my Department’s website www.education.ie and this information is also updated regularly.

17/10/2019WRF06300School Accommodation Provision

17/10/2019WRF06400141. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the posi-
tion in regarding to the provision of accommodation, new school buildings, refurbishment or 
upgrade in respect of primary and post-primary schools in Celbridge, County Kildare, with 
particular reference to when all facilities will be ready for occupation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42908/19]

17/10/2019WRF06500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under project Ireland 2040, 
my Department continues to make progress to increase the infrastructural capacity in the schools 
sector, in order to meet demographic and other demands.

The Capital Programme details the school projects that are being progressed under project 
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Ireland 2040. I wish to advise the Deputy that the current status of large-scale projects being 
delivered under project Ireland 2040 may be viewed on my Department’s website, www.educa-
tion.ie and this information is updated regularly. In addition, a list of large-scale projects com-
pleted from 2010 to date may also be viewed on the website.   

The Capital Programme also provides for devolved funding for additional classrooms, if 
required, for schools where an immediate enrolment need has been identified or where an ad-
ditional teacher has been appointed. Details of schools listed on this programme can be found 
on my Department’s website www.education.ie and this information is also updated regularly. 

  Questions Nos. 142 to 145, inclusive, answered with Question No. 140.

17/10/2019WRF07000Gaelcholáistí Issues

17/10/2019WRF07100146. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding the location and provision of the anticipated Gaelcoláiste for north County Kildare; 
the extent to which the arrangements have to be finalised; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [42913/19]

17/10/2019WRF07200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In relation to the planned new 
Gaelcholáiste to which the Deputy refers, the school patron, Kildare and Wicklow Education 
and Training Board, had deferred the opening of this new school from September 2019 to Sep-
tember 2020 for operational reasons.

The ETB has indicated that a high number of expressions of interest for September 2020 
have been received and that enrolment will commence in November 2019 for September 
2020.   The ETB is currently in the process of advertising for a school Principal.

It is envisaged that the new Gaelcholáiste will be located on the current Maynooth Post Pri-
mary School/Maynooth Community College property, which will be coming available as these 
schools move to the Maynooth Education Campus.

       Questions Nos. 147 and 148 answered with Question No. 140.

17/10/2019WRG00400Road Traffic Legislation

17/10/2019WRG00500149. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
made regarding the dangerous use of scrambler and quad bikes; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42630/19]

17/10/2019WRG00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I would like to begin 
by stating clearly that my officials, alongside their colleagues in the Department of Transport, 
Tourism and Sport and An Garda Síochána, are striving to find solutions to this complex polic-
ing issue.  

As I have outlined in previous Parliamentary responses, a cross-agency group has been ex-
amining the misuse of scramblers. This process has involved my Department, the Department 
of Transport, Tourism and Sport, Housing, Planning and Local Government and Culture, Heri-
tage and the Gaeltacht, as well as An Garda Síochána, the Road Safety Authority, the Revenue 
Commissioners and representatives of local authorities.  
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On foot of advice from the Office of the Attorney General, it was agreed by all attendees at 
the last meeting of the group that, in the main, current legislative provisions appeared to be suf-
ficient. Nonetheless it was also agreed that the group would remain open to considering work-
able legislative solutions to any specific legislative gaps specifically identified by An Garda 
Síochána. 

My officials wrote to the Garda Commissioner to seek his formal views on the matter. A 
response was received on 28 June and has since been shared with the Department of Transport, 
Tourism and Sport, as a primary contributor to the work of the cross-agency group. The re-
sponse from the Office of the Garda Commissioner does suggest potential legislative changes 
which the organisation believes could assist in improving policing in this area. 

These proposals are receiving detailed consideration in my Department and will be further 
scrutinised to ascertain whether they can be progressed alongside targeted enforcement mea-
sures, awareness raising and youth engagement, which will be key to success in combatting this 
behaviour.

17/10/2019WRG00700Garda Reorganisation

17/10/2019WRG00800150. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the selec-
tion of Mullingar as the Garda divisional headquarters for the new counties Meath and West-
meath area; when the new division will become operational; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [42648/19]

17/10/2019WRG00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As Minister for Justice 
and Equality, I welcome the announcement in recent weeks by the Garda Commissioner of a 
new Operating Model for An Garda Síochána. 

This functional model has long been recommended by independent policing specialists, 
including the Garda Síochána Inspectorate and in the Report of the Commission on the Future 
of Policing in Ireland (CoFPI).  Rollout of this model meets a key commitment in A Policing 
Service for the Future, the four-year implementation plan giving effect to the recommendations 
of the Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland. 

While new to Ireland, this model is the norm in other countries.  It is designed to reduce 
bureaucracy and will shift real decision-making power from Garda Headquarters to Chief Su-
perintendents, closer to the communities they serve. It will also result in significantly more 
Sergeants and Inspectors on the ground where leadership, supervision and mentoring is crucial.

The new model is specifically designed to provide a more responsive, localised policing ser-
vice.  It re-organises resources around the delivery of front-line policing, placing an increased 
emphasis on engaging with communities and supporting victims of crime. 

There will be much greater community engagement in the new model, including a dedicated 
Superintendent leading the community engagement team in Divisions. By contrast, in the old 
District model, Superintendents would have been balancing this important work with compet-
ing priorities such as the investigation of major crime. 

I am informed by the Commissioner a number of considerations were taken into account in 
developing the new model and the restructuring of Divisions, including population, geography, 
projected growth, crime trends and workload across a range of work streams.    

Under the new model, the existing Meath and Westmeath Divisions will be merged and will 
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form part of the Eastern Garda Region with the new Meath/Westmeath Divisional Headquarters 
to be situated in Mullingar.  

I am informed by the Commissioner that in light of the new structures, An Garda Síochána 
is undertaking a review of accommodation requirements, including Mullingar Garda Station.  I 
am informed that the need for new or additional Garda accommodation or facilities in Mullin-
gar will be considered in the context of that review. 

As the Deputy may be aware, the Commissioner last week announced the first 5 Divisions 
were the new Model will be implemented - Meath/Westmeath will be among these first Divi-
sions, alongside Galway, Cork City, Dublin South Central and Limerick. 

I understand that the new model will be implemented on a phased basis throughout 2020. 

Finally, it may be noted that these changes are being introduced at a time of record invest-
ment in An Garda Síochána. €1.76 billion has been allocated to the Garda Vote for 2019, as 
well as capital investment amounting to € 92 million this year. I am pleased to have secured an 
overall increase of €122 million to increase An Garda Síochána’s budget for 2020 to an unprec-
edented €1.882 billion for next year in addition to €116million in capital investment.  This level 
of funding will allow the Garda Commissioner to recruit up to 700 new Gardaí next year and 
additional Garda staff. 

I am confident that this ongoing investment in Garda resources together with the ongoing 
reform process will result in an improved policing service for all communities, urban and rural, 
now and into the future.

17/10/2019WRG01000Direct Provision Data

17/10/2019WRG01100151. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of per-
sons in direct provision by county in tabular form; the length of time they have been in direct 
provision; the supports being made available to them; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42681/19]

17/10/2019WRG01200Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
As the Deputy will be aware, the State has a legal obligation to offer accommodation, food and 
a range of other services (including utilities and healthcare etc.) to any person who claims a 
right to international protection in Ireland while their claim is being examined.

A whole-of-Government approach to direct provision means that several Government De-
partments and Agencies work closely together to ensure the necessary supports and services 
are provided to persons in direct provision. My Department offers accommodation and related 
services; the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection pays a weekly personal 
allowance to each resident and covers any exceptional needs; the Department of Education 
and Skills provide school places for children resident in the centres and provides that children 
also have access to the free pre-school scheme, the Early Childhood Care and Education Pro-
gramme; and the HSE provides mainstreamed health services to residents.

I am advised by the International Protection Accommodation Services (IPAS) of my Depart-
ment that as of 13 October 2019, there are 6,066 people residing in 38 accommodation centres 
in the State, the locations of which are set out in the following table.

As these centres are currently operating at full capacity, there are also a further 1,478 people 
being accommodated in emergency accommodation in hotels and guest houses. My Depart-
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ment does not disclose the location of emergency accommodation centres in order to protect the 
identity of international protection applicants.  

IPAS Accommodation   (as of 13 October 2019)

COUNTY LOCATION ADDRESS CURRENT OCCU-
PANCY

Dublin Balseskin St. Margarets, Finglas, Dublin 11  433
Clare Knockalisheen Meelick  245
 King Thomond The Bog Road, Lisdoonvarna  127
Cork Ashbourne House Glounthaune  89
 Davis Lane 73-75 Davis Street, Mallow, Co. Cork  57
 Kinsale Road Cork  277
 Glenvera Wellington Road  124
 Millstreet Millstreet  300
 Clonakilty Lodge Clonakilty, Co. Cork  108
Dublin The Towers The Ninth Lock, Clondalkin, Dublin 

22
 236

Galway Eglington The Proms, Salthill  195
 Great Western House Eyre Square  146
Kerry Atlas House (Killarney) Killarney  90
 Atlas House (Tralee) Tralee  100
 Atlantic Lodge Kenmare  91
 Johnston Marina Tralee  81
 Linden House New Road, Kilarney  55
 Park Lodge Killarney  44
Kildare Hazel Dublin Road, Monasterevin  120
 Eyrepowell Newbridge  139
Laois Hibernian Hotel Main Street, Abbeyleixm, Co. Laois  51
 Montague Emo, Portlaoise  206
Limerick Hanratty’s Glentwirth Street, Limerick  117
 Mount Trenchard Foynes, Co. Limerick  83
Longford Richmond Court Richmond Street, Longford  79
Louth Carroll Village Dundalk  71
Mayo The Old Convent Ballyhaunis  217
Meath Mosney Mosney  735
Monaghan St. Patricks Monaghan  214
Sligo Globe House Chapel Hill  199
Tipperary Bridgewater House Carrick-on-Suir, Co. Tipperary  152
Waterford Atlantic House Tramore, Co. Waterford  80
 Ocean View Tramore, Co. Waterford  99
 Birchwood Ballytruckle Road  147
 Viking House Coffee House Lane  81
Wicklow The Grand Hotel Abbey Street, Wicklow  93
Westmeath Temple Accommodation Horseleap, Moate, Westmeath  89
 Athlone Athlone  296

Length of Stay of IPAS Applicants in Direct Provision   (as of 11 October 2019)

BY MONTH BY NUMBER OF APPLICANTS
0>3 1073
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BY MONTH BY NUMBER OF APPLICANTS
3>6 810
6>9 629
9>12 614
12>18 1009
18>24 918
24>36 844
36>48 766
48>60 528
60>72 188
72>84 71
84+ 116
TOTAL 7566

In relation to the length of time applicants spend in the international protection process, 
while some individuals may live for many years in direct provision centres, these are generally 
applicants who have received previous negative decisions and are exercising their right to ap-
peal through the courts. 

My Department has introduced a number of measures aimed at reducing the time taken to 
determine applications. The International Protection Act, 2015, introduced the single procedure 
process for the determination of protection applications. Under the single procedure all ele-
ments of a person’s protection claim (refugee status, subsidiary protection status and permis-
sion to remain) are considered together rather than sequentially. The aim of the single procedure 
is to help reduce waiting times significantly. 

An applicant who applies for international protection today can expect to receive a first in-
stance recommendation/decision within approximately 15 months, provided that no complica-
tions arise. Prioritised cases are being processed in just under 9 months. Prioritised applications 
include those from countries such as Syria and Eritrea and from especially vulnerable groups 
of applicants, such as unaccompanied minors.  My Department is aiming to reduce processing 
times for all first instance decisions to 9 months by the end of this year.

17/10/2019WRG01300Garda Information and Communications Technology

17/10/2019WRG01400152. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views 
on the increasing use of facial recognition technology; and the regulations that exist regarding 
the use of facial recognition. [42685/19]

17/10/2019WRG01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department recog-
nises the value of the technology referred to by the Deputy.  I am also aware of the misgivings 
of some groups in respect of the potential for misuse of the technology.

As the Deputy may be aware, the EU Data Protection Law Enforcement Directive permits 
data to be retained once it is lawful and fair and for a specific law enforcement purpose. It is im-
portant that our national law keeps pace with technological developments and this is being con-
sidered in the context of legislation currently being developed as I am determined to ensure that 
Ireland is fully equipped to combat the rapid developments in all forms of crime and terrorism. 

A facial recognition system is a technology capable of identifying or verifying a person 
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from a digital image either from a passport or passport card. My Department’s Immigration 
Service operate automated border control “eGates” at Dublin Airport which utilise facial rec-
ognition technology in order to “match” arriving passengers with the photograph contained on 
the chip in their passport. 

The installation of the vb i-match™ ABC eGate biometric solution has created a visible 
clearance option for passengers holding eligible e-Passports or the Irish Passport Identification 
Cards. In fact, vb i-match™ ABC  reads and authenticates both Passports and Irish Passport 
cards in addition to guaranteeing that only legitimate passengers cross the border.  Systems such 
as these are now used in border control areas all over the world.

I am aware that the European Commission has been looking at the use of facial recognition 
more closely in recent times and has made recommendations in this regard in respect of the use 
of the technology in developing Schengen area border controls and in systems to support police 
and law enforcement to capture criminals and terrorists.  These systems are also used to assist 
in identifying the location of  missing children and vulnerable adults, in line with the EU’s data 
protection rules.

I am also aware that the EU are considering new regulations in this area that will give EU 
citizens explicit rights over the use of their facial recognition data. I understand that the aim is 
to limit the indiscriminate use of facial recognition technology by companies and public au-
thorities.   

While Ireland does not generally participate in the Schengen systems, my officials are moni-
toring these developments closely for consideration of any policy or legislative amendments 
that may be useful and/or necessary in the future.

17/10/2019WRG01600Courts Service Data

17/10/2019WRG01700153. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 646 of 6 September 2019, the number of persons summoned to 
court in respect of the offence of driving without a driver licence in each of the years 2016 to 12 
July 2019 by District Court area. [42690/19]

17/10/2019WRG01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have referred this ques-
tion to the Courts Service. The Courts Service have advised they are compiling the requested 
information and will respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible. 

If the Deputy has not heard from the Courts Service in 21 days, please contact my office. 

17/10/2019WRG01900Traveller Community

17/10/2019WRG02000154. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the specific sup-
ports available for members of the Traveller community in Balbriggan, County Dublin; the 
additional supports and-or investment planned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42760/19]

17/10/2019WRG02100Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The Government is committed to improving the quality of life of members of the Travelling 
community. As the Deputy will be aware, In June 2017, the National Traveller and Roma Inclu-
sion Strategy 2017 – 2021 (NTRIS) was published. The Strategy represents a whole of Gov-
ernment approach to bring about meaningful change and progress for the Traveller and Roma 
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community in Ireland.  It brings Government Departments and Agencies together along with 
representatives of both Traveller and Roma communities to bring a focus to the issues which af-
fect them most in a structured way. I chair the quarterly meetings of the NTRIS Steering Group, 
which held its most recent meeting on Wednesday 16 October, 2019.

My Department has allocated €3.9m in funding in 2020 to support a range of Traveller and 
Roma projects including the provision of core funding to both local and national representative 
groups. 

In 2019, recipients of Department funding to Traveller projects and NGOs included the 
Traveller counselling service and an education pilot. The Traveller mediation service was ap-
proved funding of €250,000 from the Dormant Accounts Fund. Some €25,000 was allocated 
from the budget to fund the Traveller Pride awards and concert event. The education pilot 
received €350,000 funding for 2019. The special initiative for Travellers has seven locations 
around Ireland and overall funding for these projects in 2019 was €410,000.

While the Department of Justice and Equality is not currently providing funding for specific 
supports for the Traveller community in Balbriggan and there are no additional supports or 
investment planned at this time, my Department is considering the possibility of running Open 
Calls for funding equality programmes in the future.

17/10/2019WRG02200Garda Data

17/10/2019WRG02300155. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of offi-
cial current and former Garda residences in the Galway Garda division by the number occupied 
and the vacant, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42805/19]

17/10/2019WRG02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In accordance with the 
Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for managing and control-
ling the administration and business of An Garda Síochána. The Commissioner also has respon-
sibility for the management and efficient use of resources, having regard to operational need. As 
Minister I have no role in this matter. 

The Office of Public Works (OPW) has responsibility for the provision and maintenance 
of Garda accommodation. As a result, all works to the Garda estate involve close cooperation 
between the OPW and the Garda authorities.  Major capital investment has been made in the 
Garda estate in recent years, to provide fit-for-purpose facilities for Garda members and staff, 
as well as the public interacting with them.  

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the following table outlines the current list of 
official Garda residences (as opposed to stations) in the Galway Garda Division, including con-
firmation of whether these residences are occupied or vacant.

County Address Current Position
Galway Ardrahan Occupied
Galway Athenry Vacant
Galway Ballygar Occupied
Galway Carna Occupied
Galway Carrraroe Occupied
Galway Eyrecourt Occupied
Galway Inverin Occupied
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County Address Current Position
Galway Kilchrest Occupied
Galway Kilcolgan Occupied
Galway Killimor Occupied
Galway Kiltullagh Vacant
Galway Letterfrack Occupied
Galway LoughGeorge Vacant
Galway Monivea Occupied
Galway Moycullen Occupied
Galway Moylough Occupied
Galway New Inn Occupied
Galway Portumna Occupied
Galway Recess Vacant
Galway Rosmuc Occupied
Galway Tynagh Occupied
Galway Corofin G.S, Corofin, Gal-

way
Vacant

Galway Creggs Occupied

I would point out that the Garda Commissioner has informed me that Garda numbers in the 
Galway Division have increased from a total of 560 at the end of 2015 to 625 as of 31 August 
2019. 

Since the reopening of the Garda College in September 2014, almost 2,800 Garda recruits 
have attested and been assigned to mainstream duties nationwide. Another 200 Garda recruits 
are due to attest before the end of this year.  We now have over 14,200 Garda members sup-
ported by over 2,700 Garda staff nationwide and we are making real tangible progress on the 
Government’s plan to reach an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 including 
15,000 Garda members and 4,000 civilians. 

The unprecedented funding of €1.882 billion provided to An Garda Síochána in Budget 
2020 will allow for the recruitment of up to 700 new Gardaí and additional Garda staff next 
year. This ongoing recruitment will provide the Commissioner with the resources needed to de-
ploy increasing numbers of Gardaí to deliver a visible, effective and responsive policing service 
in communities nationwide.

17/10/2019WRG02500Capital Expenditure Programme

17/10/2019WRG02600156. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of capi-
tal projects that cost €100 million or more in the past five years; the cost of outside consultants 
for each of the projects costing €100 million or more; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42872/19]

17/10/2019WRG02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to advise the Dep-
uty that there were no capital projects costing €100 million or more completed by my Depart-
ment in the past five years.

Within agencies under my Department, I am advised by the Courts Service that one project 
cost in excess of €100m. This was the public-private partnership project delivered as part of the 
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Government’s Infrastructure Stimulus Programme, through which new, refurbished or extended 
courthouses were delivered in Cork, Limerick, Waterford, Wexford, Letterkenny, Mullingar 
and Drogheda at a notional capital cost of approximately €150m. This project was delivered in 
full in 2018, and was on a design, build, finance, operate and maintain basis.

I have requested that the Courts Service respond directly to the Deputy with further details 
in respect of this project, in particular with respect to the costs of outside consultants.

17/10/2019WRG02800Capital Expenditure Programme

17/10/2019WRG02900157. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of capi-
tal projects anticipated to commence in the next five years that cost €100 million or more; the 
expected cost of external consultants for each project; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42888/19]

17/10/2019WRG03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to advise the Dep-
uty that there are no capital projects scheduled to commence in the next five years costing €100 
million or more from this Department or its agencies.

17/10/2019WRG03100Residency Permits

17/10/2019WRG03200158. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
to be followed in order to update stamp 4 in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42892/19]

17/10/2019WRG03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that the onus rests with the person concerned to keep their 
permission in the State up to date. The person mentioned by the Deputy must make an appoint-
ment with the local immigration officer in their district in order to update their permission.  

Comprehensive information on the process is available on the website of the Immigration 
Service of my Department - www.inis.ie

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the parliamentary 
questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/10/2019WRG03400Succession Act

17/10/2019WRG03500159. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which legislative provision exists to prevent third parties inveigling themselves into the con-
fidence of vulnerable persons and subsequently becoming beneficiaries of their will; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [42893/19]

17/10/2019WRG03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Part VII of the Succes-
sion Act 1965 sets out the following legal requirements for the making of a valid will, as fol-
lows:
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-  It must be in writing;

-  The testator must be over 18 years of age (the testator may be under 18 if he or she is or 
has been married);

-  The testator must be of sound mind;

-  The testator must sign or mark the will in the presence of two witnesses;

-  The two witnesses must sign the will in the testator’s presence;  

-  The witnesses cannot be beneficiaries of the will;

-  The witnesses must see the testator sign the will;

-  The signature of the testator must be at the end of the will.   

These statutory provisions, as interpreted by the superior courts in relevant case law, pro-
vide robust safeguards in relation to the validity of wills.

It is, of course, possible for a person to commence legal proceedings challenging a will on 
the grounds of either the diminished capacity of the testator to make a valid will, or the testa-
tor’s ability to make decisions freely in disposing of their property by will.

When determining whether or not a testator had the capacity to make a will, courts will gen-
erally consider whether they understood the nature of the act of making the will and its effect, 
and whether the testator understood the extent of the property of which they were disposing.

Where undue influence is alleged, the law places the burden of proving such undue influ-
ence on the person alleging it. In order to succeed, the court must be satisfied that: 

(a) The person alleged to exert the influence had the power or opportunity to do so; 

(b) Undue influence was in fact exerted; and

(c) The will was the product of that influence. 

While I have no current plans to amend legislation in this area, the operation of the relevant 
legislation is kept under review by my Department. 

17/10/2019WRG03700Immigration Status

17/10/2019WRG03800160. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
and-or expected residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [42894/19]

17/10/2019WRG03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that the processing of the application for a certificate 
of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is ongoing. On completion of the 
necessary processing the application will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as 
possible. Should further documentation be required it will be requested from the applicant in 
due course. A letter issued to the legal representatives of the person concerned on 26 February 
2019 and the position remains as stated in that letter.

I am further advised, however, that the Immigration Service records indicate that the current 
permission to reside in the State granted to the person concerned expired on 19 March 2019.  It 
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is up to the person concerned to seek permission to remain beyond the expiry of their current 
permission.  All non-EEA nationals are required to keep their permission to remain in the State 
up to date at all times, and to have such permission registered.  Failure to do so may adversely 
affect an application for a certificate of naturalisation. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/10/2019WRG04000Immigration Status

17/10/2019WRG04100161. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the entitle-
ment accruing to the holder of stamp 3 residency status in situations in which the parent of the 
applicant is a holder of stamp 5 status; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42903/19]

17/10/2019WRG04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy may be 
aware that there is comprehensive information on immigration permissions on the Immigration 
Service website - www.inis.ie

However, for the ease of the Deputy, I can advise that ‘Without condition as to Time’ (Stamp 
5) is placed in the passport of an individual who has completed 8 years (96 months) of legal 
residency in Ireland. The stamp is valid to the expiry of the non EEA passport in which it is 
placed.  Applications are only accepted from applicants, whose current permission to remain is 
due to expire in the next six months. Student permission to remain in the State is not reckonable 
for this scheme. As this is a Ministerial scheme, successful applicants must not have come to the 
adverse attention of An Garda Siochana, or be an undue burden on the State. 

 The holder of a stamp 3 is permitted to remain in Ireland on the basis that they are depen-
dent on another person who is lawfully resident in the State. The holder of a stamp 3 permission 
is not permitted to work or claim any State welfare benefits. For example, a Stamp 3 permission 
can be issued to a  dependent person of a Non EEA national who holds a work permit in the 
State.  After 8 years they may apply for Stamp 5 permission to remain in the State in their own 
right.

17/10/2019WRG04300Visa Applications

17/10/2019WRG04400162. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if favourable 
consideration will be given in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42904/19]

17/10/2019WRG04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that the visa application referred to was refused by the 
Visa Office in Dublin  on 14 March 2019 and the reasons were outlined to the person concerned. 
A visa appeal application was received on 18 April 2019 in the Dublin Visa Office. This appeal 
will be given full consideration and a decision will issue in due course. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility, which 
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has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/10/2019WRG04600Residency Permits

17/10/2019WRG04700163. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the most 
appropriate way to proceed towards extended residency and-or stamp 4 status in the case of a 
person (details supplied); if the person may qualify for a work permit in order to complete their 
education and proceed to employment through that route; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [42905/19]

17/10/2019WRG04800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that the person referred to is registered as a student on 
stamp 2 conditions until the 23rd of July 2020. There is no route for a person on Stamp 2 per-
mission  to apply to the Immigration Service for a change of status to Stamp 4 permission for 
the purpose of entering full time employment.

The person referred to by the Deputy should contact the Department of Business, Enterprise 
and Innovation with regard to their eligibility to apply for a work permit. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail  using the Oireachtas Mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where 
the response from the Immigration Service is , in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long 
awaited.

17/10/2019WRG04900Workplace Relations Commission

17/10/2019WRG05000164. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Inno-
vation if she will report on the audit of working conditions in the film industry which is being 
carried out by the Workplace Relations Commission. [42688/19]

17/10/2019WRG05100Minister of State at the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy 
Pat Breen): The Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) is currently examining industrial 
relations in the Irish film industry, following a joint approach by ICTU, SIPTU and Screen 
Producers Ireland (SPI).

The WRC audit will be examining industrial relations generally, employment practices and 
procedure, assessing issues arising, if any, and making recommendations for their improve-
ment.  The WRC audit is accepting submissions from interested parties on matters relating to 
industrial relations and employment matters generally in the film industry up to 31 October 
2019.

As the WRC consultation process is ongoing it would be inappropriate to comment further 
at this point.



17 October 2019

97

17/10/2019WRG05200Brexit Expenditure

17/10/2019WRG05300165. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
breakdown of the composition of each measure foreseen to be activated under the fund follow-
ing the announcement in budget 2020 of a €45 million support fund for workers affected by 
Brexit. [42834/19]

17/10/2019WRG05400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
outlined in the Budget last week, the Government is putting in place an additional contingency 
package of over €1billion for Brexit supports for the coming year.  This contingency will ensure 
that an initial provision of €110m will be available to my Department and our Enterprise and 
Regulatory Agencies to provide targeted supports to impacted businesses in the immediate af-
termath should there be a no deal Brexit outcome.  The provision will also allow for additional 
tranches of supports to be provided to meet actual needs as the impacts of a No Deal develop.

My Department has responsibility for provision of a number of supports in this regard, in-
cluding the following:

Rescue and Restructuring Fund – €42 million

This fund is for the worst-case scenario. It will rescue firms with acute liquidity or insol-
vency problems and support them to put a restructuring plan in place to adjust to their new real-
ity with investment support potentially of up to €10m under state aid rules for firms of all sizes 
depending on circumstances. 

Transition Fund – €45 million

This Fund will support businesses in the manufacturing and internationally traded services 
sector, ranging from food and engineering firms to business process outsourcing firms. It will 
help those businesses to adapt their business model as needed and adjust to the new trading 
reality. It is targeted at businesses with 10 or more employees. 

Transformation Fund - €8 million 

This Fund will be administered by Enterprise Ireland. It will be provided as non-refundable 
grants supporting larger indigenous firms to transform their business to develop new products 
and processes, to achieve a step-up in levels of competitiveness and innovation and to assist in 
diversifying to new markets. There will be initial funding of €5 million for primary food pro-
cessing companies and €3 million for non-food companies, for example, in traditional engineer-
ing sectors. Additional funding for food transformation is also being made available through the 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

Emergency Brexit Fund for Micro Enterprises - LEO repayable grants – €5 million

The LEOs will operate a new “Micro-Enterprise Emergency Brexit Fund”. 

The funding will be provided in the form of a repayable grant worth up to €50,000 through 
the LEOs, without interest applying and flexible repayment terms determined by agreement 
with the LEO, which is how the LEOs currently provide grants. 

It is important to reiterate that these supports are designed to mitigate the negative impacts 
of a No Deal Brexit and will only be activated if no agreement is reached between the United 
Kingdom and the European Union.

In addition to the supports listed above, in the event of a No Deal Brexit it is envisioned that 
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€45 million will be provided to the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection. 
The breakdown of the composition of each measure to be activated under the fund is a matter 
for my colleague the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection.

17/10/2019WRG05500Employment Rights

17/10/2019WRG05600166. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Inno-
vation her views on the proposal from a union (details supplied) that workers should have the 
right to disconnect from work related telephone and digital communications outside of working 
hours. [42689/19]

17/10/2019WRG05700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department and I understand the importance of promoting a good work-life balance for em-
ployees. This is addressed under Pillar 4 of the Government’s Future Jobs Ireland strategy. 
Pillar 4 is focussed on increasing participation in the labour force as this will lead to the more 
equitable, balanced and sustainable development of Ireland’s workforce. 

Pillar 4 of Future Jobs Ireland outlines a number of key ambitions and deliverables to help 
to increase participation in the labour force. A number of these ambitions are centred on flex-
ible working solutions which offer potential benefits for employers, employees and wider so-
ciety in general. Flexible working encompasses a wide range of practices including part-time, 
compressed hours, job sharing, home-working and remote working. Such solutions allow for 
tangible benefits for employees including improving their work-life balance. It also provides 
solutions for those who would otherwise take unpaid parental leave but cannot afford to do so. 

There are a number of key deliverables under Pillar 4 with the objective of fostering partici-
pation in the labour force through flexible working solutions. These include deliverables such 
as holding a national consultation on flexible working options, the development of guidance 
for employers on family-friendly working options, and the extension of unpaid Parental Leave. 

A further deliverable under this Pillar is the completion of research on remote working. My 
Department is currently leading on this research which focusses on understanding the preva-
lence and types of remote working arrangements within the Irish workforce and the attitudes 
towards such arrangements. The research will also identify the influencing factors for both 
employers and employees partaking in remote working.

This research will include desk research, a national employee survey, and one-on-one con-
sultation with key stakeholders. The recent report published by the Financial Services Union on 
the impact of technology on employees will be considered as a part of this process. The research 
will also include an international policy review which will consider the ‘right to disconnect’, 
as currently in place in France, in order to understand the impacts of this on remote working. 
A further input to this project will be the results arising from a Remote Working Stakeholder 
Forum which I held in the Cavan Digital Hub on 18 July. 

The research will be completed in Q4 of this year and will be published shortly thereafter.

17/10/2019WRG05800Departmental Correspondence

17/10/2019WRG05900167. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if she 
will provide all correspondence between her, her office and her advisers and the IDA in January 
2019. [42788/19]
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17/10/2019WRG06000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): It has 
not, in the time available, been possible to provide the requested correspondence from the peri-
od in question. My Department is currently collating the correspondence and will provide cop-
ies of same to the Deputy as soon as practicable. 

17/10/2019WRG06100Health and Safety Authority Data

17/10/2019WRG06200168. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Inno-
vation the amount allocated in budget 2020 to the Health and Safety Authority for farm safety 
initiatives in 2020; and the 2019 allocation and funds spent to date. [42848/19]

17/10/2019WRG06300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
allocation of funding for the Health and Authority in 2020 has yet to be finalised but the Deputy 
can be assured that within its allocation the Health and Safety Authority will continue to focus 
on the agricultural sector in its efforts to reduce accidents, injuries and fatalities.

In relation to 2019, the Health and Safety Authority, at this stage, anticipates that the overall 
expenditure on specific agricultural sector initiatives will be approximately €488,500 with over 
€400,000 spent to-date (some of this expenditure includes some cross-sectoral initiatives).

This funding has enabled the roll-out of a number of the initiatives, which involved the 
organisation of, participation in, or support of a range of agriculture related events such as the 
National Ploughing Championship and the Tullamore Show as well as media coverage which 
included the roll out of new TV and Radio advertisements. This is in addition to two targeted 
media campaigns to raise awareness of key farm risks, with both a national and a local focus 
and three focused inspection campaigns. The first campaign focused on Livestock Handling, 
the second campaign was on Farm Tractor & Vehicle Safety and the third focused on Working 
at Height and Maintenance.

In addition to these specific farm safety campaigns or initiatives, visits to farms involve 
routine unannounced inspections to monitor compliance within a range health and safety regu-
lations and to investigate farm accidents

The priority tasks for the Authority in relation to engagement with the farming sector for 
2019 include:

- Continuing awareness campaigns through the media, events and advertising targeted at the 
agricultural sector and the roll out of new TV and Radio ad;

- Promotion of good health for farmers;

- Publication of new information sheet on essential tractor safety checks and guidance on 
steps to manage risks in confined spaces;

- Increase take up of e-learning now available for slurry handling, tractor and machinery 
safety and for child safety on the farm;

The farming sector has consistently been the most dangerous sector in which to work.  In 
accordance with its strategy for 2019–2021, the Health and Safety Authority has identified the 
agricultural sector as a priority sector. 

In terms of 2020 and onwards the Deputy might wish to note that the Farm Safety Partner-
ship which is an advisory committee to the Health and Safety Authority is currently preparing 
a new Programme of Work.
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17/10/2019WRG06400Capital Expenditure Programme

17/10/2019WRG06500169. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of capital projects that cost €100 million or more in the past five years; the cost of 
outside consultants for each of the projects costing €100 million or more; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [42861/19]

17/10/2019WRG06600170. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of capital projects anticipated to commence in the next five years that cost €100 million 
or more; the expected cost of external consultants for each project; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42877/19]

17/10/2019WRG06700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 169 and 170 together.

I would advise the Deputy that capital expenditure by my Department is mainly by way of 
grants to support the multi-annual capital investment programmes of our Enterprise Develop-
ment and Innovation Agencies. 

While certain programmes or funds, for example the €500 million Disruptive Technology 
Innovation Fund, may exceed €100 million in overall cost, there has not been any single project 
costing more that €100 million in the past five years, nor are there any anticipated to commence 
in the next five years. 

17/10/2019WRG06900Work Permits Eligibility

17/10/2019WRG07000171. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the way in which a person (details supplied) should proceed to achieve stamp 4 or a work 
permit; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42901/19]

17/10/2019WRG07100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
State’s general policy is to promote the sourcing of labour and skills needs from within Ireland 
and other EEA countries. Where specific skills prove difficult to source within the State or EEA, 
an employment permit may be sought by an employer to hire a non-EEA national in line with 
the Employment Permits Acts and associated Regulations, which lay down in legislation the 
criteria in  elation to the application, grant and refusal of an employment permit.

In order to work in the State all non-EEA nationals require a valid employment permit un-
less exempt under permission from the Department of Justice and Equality.  In order to apply 
for an employment permit a non-EEA national must have secured a job offer for an eligible oc-
cupation from an Irish registered employer.

In order to assist with the application process, the Department has produced a suite of in-
formation including various checklist documents, a ‘User Guide’ to our online application sys-
tem and a comprehensive FAQ Document which answers the most common queries received 
regarding employment permits.  All this information, including details on how to apply for an 
employment permit, can be found in the Employment Permit section of my Department’s web-
site at www.dbei.gov.ie     

Any application for an employment permit should comply with all of the legislative require-
ments for the particular employment permit type, including that the non-EEA national has the 
required immigration permission at the time of application.  Immigration permissions are a 
matter for my colleague, the Minister for Justice and Equality, and any such queries should be 
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directed to that Department.

17/10/2019WRH00200Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Data

17/10/2019WRH00300172. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of young persons on 
the waiting list for CAMHS in counties Cavan, Meath and Monaghan to date; the length of time 
they have been on the list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42635/19]

17/10/2019WRH00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/10/2019WRH00500Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Staff

17/10/2019WRH00600173. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of vacant posts in 
whole-time equivalent terms in the CAMHS service by CHO in tabular form. [42636/19]

17/10/2019WRH00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/10/2019WRH00800Disability Services Provision

17/10/2019WRH00900174. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of works on a new site 
(details supplied); when works are likely to commence; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42637/19]

17/10/2019WRH01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRH01100Primary Care Centres Provision

17/10/2019WRH01200175. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the status of the primary 
healthcare centre in Finglas, Dublin 11. [42638/19]

17/10/2019WRH01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Finglas remains a priority for the Depart-
ment and HSE as one of the communities considered most in need of access to primary care 
services. 

Dublin City Council (DCC) is purchasing a site in Finglas and has agreed with the HSE that 
a Primary Care Centre (PCC) can be provided on a portion of this site.  Approval to proceed 
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has been granted by the HSE Board and the HSE National Property Review Group (PRG). The 
terms of agreement for the transfer of land from DCC to HSE are currently being finalised. It is 
expected that the site acquisition process will be completed in the next few months.  

It is important to recognise that all capital development proposals must progress through a 
number of approval stages, in line with the Public Spending Code, including detailed appraisal, 
planning, design and procurement, before a firm timeline or funding requirement can be estab-
lished.

The delivery of capital projects is a dynamic process and is subject to the successful comple-
tion of the various approval stages, which can impact on the timeline for the delivery of projects.

17/10/2019WRH01400General Practitioner Services

17/10/2019WRH01500176. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that there are delays in obtaining doctors’ appointments in the Ballymun 
healthcare centre and persons are often left over a week waiting to get an appointment; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [42639/19]

17/10/2019WRH01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

17/10/2019WRH01700Disability Diagnoses

17/10/2019WRH01800177. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the waiting lists for chil-
dren to be diagnosed on the spectrum for autism in the Dublin 9 and 11 areas; and the way in 
which this compares to the national average. [42640/19]

17/10/2019WRH01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRH02000Medicinal Products Reimbursement

17/10/2019WRH02100178. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the weighting percentages to 
be used as part of the upcoming HSE FreeStyle Libre review decision making process that will 
be given to criteria (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42645/19]

17/10/2019WRH02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.
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17/10/2019WRH02300Medicinal Products Reimbursement

17/10/2019WRH02400179. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if the reimbursement dataset 
will specifically cover only current HSE funded users of FreeStyle Libre; and if the health 
technology assessment review will compare total blood glucose strip usage spend year on year. 
[42646/19]

17/10/2019WRH02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRH02600Dental Services Provision

17/10/2019WRH02700180. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of den-
tal services for post-primary children in counties Cavan and Monaghan; the days the service is 
in operation; his plans to increase resources in this area to allow for an extension of this service 
and hours provided per week in either county; and if same will be implemented to cover annual 
leave. [42647/19]

17/10/2019WRH02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRH02900Disabilities Assessments

17/10/2019WRH03000181. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if all school age teams 
have a full complement of specialists to allow multidisciplinary assessment and interventions; 
if, in particular, a team (details supplied) has the complement; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42649/19]

17/10/2019WRH03100182. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the way in which children 
are prioritised for the school age team assessment; if it follows the national policy for prioriti-
sation for persons with disabilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42650/19]

17/10/2019WRH03200183. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if assessments of needs 
by school age teams have a long waiting list; if parents can have private assessments done and 
still avail of interventions and supports from the appropriate specialists on the teams; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [42651/19]

17/10/2019WRH03300184. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if each child has to have 
a second full multidisciplinary assessment after having one with the early intervention team 
when moving to primary school when the child reaches the age of five; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42652/19]

17/10/2019WRH03400185. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if staff in the early in-
tervention and school age teams are replaced while on leave and maternity leave; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42655/19]

17/10/2019WRH03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 181 to 185, inclusive, together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
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ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRH04000Ambulance Service Data

17/10/2019WRH04100186. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of paramedics as-
signed to counties Cavan and Monaghan; the stations they are assigned to; the number of ambu-
lances operating in the counties; the stations they are operating from; the rota of same per day; 
the area they cover; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42659/19]

17/10/2019WRH04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

17/10/2019WRH04300Health Services Staff

17/10/2019WRH04400187. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if he will review the hours and 
finance being made available for a position (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42660/19]

17/10/2019WRH04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/10/2019WRH04600Cancer Screening Programmes

17/10/2019WRH04700188. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the time women in counties Ca-
van, Monaghan and Meath are waiting on smear test and CervicalCheck results to return to their 
general practitioners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42678/19]

17/10/2019WRH04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Significant progress has been made in re-
ducing turnaround times for smear tests. Medlab Pathology, which reported a backlog of 55,000 
smear tests in May 2019, completed the processing of these tests in August this year, having 
ceased accepting new tests from 1 May. This marks a welcome milestone for the programme. 
Two laboratories now provide services for CervicalCheck; the Coombe Women and Infants 
University Hospital and Quest Diagnostics.  

As of 10 October, the HSE reported that average turnaround times for both the Coombe and 
Quest are now 6 weeks. The HSE reports that it hopes to sustain these average turnaround times 
going forward, which will ensure that women and their GPs get their results in a reasonable 
time period.  

In relation to the specific data requested, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the 
Deputy.
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17/10/2019WRH04900Primary Care Centres Data

17/10/2019WRH05000189. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of primary care cen-
tres in counties Cavan, Monaghan and Meath; the services being provided by each location; his 
plans for further investment in services at these locations; if there are vacancies waiting to be 
filled at these centres in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42680/19]

17/10/2019WRH05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRH05200Hospital Discharges

17/10/2019WRH05300190. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the way in which he is 
addressing the rising number of delayed discharges from hospitals resulting from deficiencies 
in nursing home and home care provision. [42686/19]

17/10/2019WRH05400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): A delayed transfer 
of care (DTOC) (formerly known as a delayed discharge) is a patient who has been deemed 
clinically fit for discharge from an acute bed but whose discharge is delayed because they are 
waiting for some form of on-going support or care following their discharge. 

Our hospitals, emergency departments in particular, are under ongoing pressures with re-
gard to demand for services. My Department is committed to progressing measures in the short, 
medium and longer term to deal with this issue and its underlying factors. There has been a 
sustained focus in recent years on reducing delayed transfers of care and enabling patients to be 
discharged from hospital sooner. Over the years additional funding has been provided for home 
supports, for transitional care, for the Nursing Homes Support Scheme, for aids and appliances 
and to provide increased capacity in both the acute and community settings.  

This year, services are being stretched more than ever, with demand consistently outstrip-
ping supply and over the last number of weeks we have seen significant increases in delayed 
transfers of care. While the HSE maximises the use of resources, prioritising those requiring 
discharge from acute hospitals, there is a growing demand for egress support.

The Department of Health is engaging extensively with the HSE in the context of planning 
for winter, including the response to the current challenge. An additional €26m has been made 
available for the last quarter of 2019 to support the hospital and community system to improve 
patient egress. The investment is supporting home support and transitional care as well as keep-
ing the waiting time for access to support under the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS) 
at 4 weeks to the end of the year. The HSE were authorised to take immediate action in that 
regard last month, and released significant support to over 700 people to take up places under 
the NHSS and over 300 transitional care bed approvals. My Department is continuing active 
engagement with the HSE with regard to planning for the winter ahead. 

Under Budget 2020, the Government has made improved access to home support services a 
priority. We have committed to an additional investment of €52 million in Budget 2020 to bring 
the total funding for home supports to €487 million in 2020. In 2020 the HSE will deliver over 
19.2 million hours of home support, representing a substantial increase of 1 million hours more 
than this year’s target.   

This investment is focused on enabling older people to remain at home and, as appropriate, 
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provision of hours will also be targeted at times of peak demand in Winter 2020, at the begin-
ning and end of the year, to ensure more timely egress from hospital for our older citizens. Over 
the last two years, an additional €45million has been provided to the Nursing Homes Support 
Scheme budget. In 2020, the NHSS will see a further investment into its budget of €45 million, 
bringing its total annual budget to €1.03 billion.

While I am mindful of the present pressures and challenges, there is a need for longer term 
planning and action. Last year I established an expert working group to carry out an indepen-
dent expert review of delayed transfers of care. The review was established in recognition of 
the need to identify focused actions that will ensure that older people who are fit for discharge 
from hospital are supported to return to their homes and communities as early as possible. The 
Group reported its findings in November 2018.

The review recognised that delayed transfers of care are caused by a multitude of factors and 
it made nine recommendations which include the development of a national policy to provide 
for a more consistent approach to recording delayed discharges, strengthening data collection, 
standardising definitions and ensuring consistent discharge guidelines.  The report underlines 
the importance of hospitals and communities working together to improve patient flow. This is 
in line with the overall direction of an integrated care approach, expanding community-based 
care to bring care closer to home, as outlined in Sláintecare. 

I subsequently requested the HSE establish an appropriate multi-disciplinary structure to 
progress implementation of the recommendations. Arising from this a HSE Implementation 
Group has been established. I have also established and chair a Cross Divisional Oversight 
Group within the Department of Health to oversee the HSE’s implementation of the recommen-
dations. Work is progressing well and last month the HSE hosted a collaborative learning event 
amongst staff to assist with the development of medium to long-term solutions.

17/10/2019WRH05500Respite Care Services Provision

17/10/2019WRH05600191. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if respite will be provided for a 
child (details supplied) in Dublin 11; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42694/19]

17/10/2019WRH05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRH05800Health Services Staff Data

17/10/2019WRH05900192. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Health the number of occupational 
therapists in each of the hospitals in the south-east area (details supplied); the criteria determin-
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ing the numbers in each hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42696/19]

17/10/2019WRH06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible. 

17/10/2019WRH06100Assisted Human Reproduction

17/10/2019WRH06200193. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the details of a scheme (details 
supplied); the criteria for same; the way in which a person is eligible for such a scheme; the 
waiting list for same; the hospitals from which it is being operated; the way in which a person 
receives a referral; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42702/19]

17/10/2019WRH06300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In parallel with the ongoing drafting of as-
sisted human reproduction (AHR) legislation, officials in my Department, in conjunction with 
the HSE, have been developing a model of care for infertility, which incorporates a public fund-
ing element.  This work has also included examining proposals for the allocation of a related €1 
million fund which was announced by An Taoiseach in December 2018.  

Accordingly, options in relation to the parameters of such a model, including the type of fac-
tors the Deputy refers to, are still under consideration, and I expect to be in a position to make 
an announcement in the coming weeks.  

It should be noted that while AHR treatment is not currently funded by the Irish Public 
Health Service, a defined list of fertility medicines needed for fertility treatment is covered 
under the High Tech Arrangements administered by the HSE.  Medicines covered by the High 
Tech Arrangements must be prescribed by a consultant/specialist and authorised for supply to 
the client’s nominated community pharmacy by the High Tech Hub managed by the Primary 
Care Reimbursement Service.  The cost of the medicines is then covered, as appropriate, un-
der the client’s eligibility, i.e., Medical Card or Drugs Payment Scheme.  I understand that the 
impact on the total cost of AHR treatment for individuals who avail of these schemes is not 
insignificant.

In addition, there is other support available in that patients who access IVF treatment pri-
vately may claim tax relief on the costs involved under the tax relief for medical expenses 
scheme.  

Overall, the development of a model of care will help to ensure the provision of safe, effec-
tive and accessible infertility services at all levels of the public health system as part of the full 
range of services available in obstetrics and gynaecology.

17/10/2019WRH06400Assisted Human Reproduction Legislation

17/10/2019WRH06500194. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the way in which private sector 
IVF is regulated; the further plans he has in place in the area; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42703/19]

17/10/2019WRH06600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Currently there is no specific legislation in 
Ireland governing assisted human reproduction (AHR). However, certain aspects of the opera-
tion of fertility clinics are regulated. SI No. 158 of 2006 (Quality and Safety of Human Tissues 
and Cells) Regulations govern the quality and safety standards in the donation, procurement, 
testing, processing, preservation, storage and distribution of human tissues and cells, includ-
ing gametes and embryos.  Under these Regulations the Health Products Regulatory Authority 
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(HPRA) is empowered to authorise and monitor tissue establishments involved in the donation, 
procurement, testing, processing, preservation, storage and distribution of human tissues and 
cells intended for human applications.

Of further relevance is the Children and Family Relationships (CFR) Act 2015, which reforms 
and updates family law to address the needs of children living in diverse family types.  Parts 2 
& 3 of the  CFR  Act make provision for children conceived through the assistance of a donor.  
This includes a requirement for gamete and embryo donations to be made on a non-anonymous 
basis and the establishment of a National Donor-Conceived Person Register to enable children 
to access information on their donor and genetically related siblings when they come of age, 
should they so wish.  Parts 2 & 3 will commence on 5th May 2020.

In addition to these,  the Medical Council provides specific guidance in the area of AHR in 
the ethical guidelines issued periodically to registered medical practitioners for application in 
the clinical situations in which they work.  However, these Guidelines have no statutory remit 
and do not apply to anyone working in the area other than medical practitioners.

Given the lack of specific regulation in this area, the Government approved the drafting of a 
bill on assisted human reproduction (AHR) and associated areas of research, based on the pub-
lished General Scheme of the Assisted Human Reproduction Bill.  This comprehensive piece 
of legislation encompasses the regulation of a range of practices, including: gamete (sperm or 
egg) and embryo donation for AHR and research; surrogacy; pre-implantation genetic diagnosis 
(PGD) of embryos; posthumous assisted reproduction; and embryo and stem cell research.  The 
General Scheme also provides for an independent regulatory authority for AHR.

The Joint Oireachtas Committee on Health published the report of its review of the General 
Scheme on 11 July 2019, as part of the pre-legislative scrutiny process, which began in January 
2018.  This report will be considered as part of the ongoing process of drafting the Assisted Hu-
man Reproduction Bill in conjunction with the Office of the Attorney General.

17/10/2019WRH06700Cannabis for Medicinal Use

17/10/2019WRH06800195. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if there is funding for patients 
approved for the medicinal cannabis access programme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42704/19]

17/10/2019WRH06900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): On 26th June 2019, I signed legislation 
which will allow for the operation of the Medical Cannabis Access Programme (MCAP) on a 
pilot basis for five years. 

Once suitable medical cannabis products are made available by suppliers, the Access Pro-
gramme will make it possible for a medical consultant to prescribe, in line with the published 
clinical guidance, a listed cannabis-based product for a patient under his or her care for the 
following medical conditions, where the patient has failed to respond to standard treatments: 

- spasticity associated with multiple sclerosis; 

- intractable nausea and vomiting associated with chemotherapy; 

- severe, refractory (treatment-resistant) epilepsy. 

It should be noted that currently no medical cannabis products are available for use under 
the MCAP as it is expected that it will take some time for suppliers to arrange to have their 
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products made available on the Irish market. However I am pleased to say that there are a num-
ber of suppliers who have already expressed interest.

Pending full operation of the MCAP, and for medical indications not included in the MCAP, 
doctors may continue to utilise the Ministerial licencing route to prescribe medical cannabis for 
their patients, should they wish to do so. 

In line with the Chief Medical Officer’s advice, the granting of a licence for cannabis for 
medical purposes must be premised on an appropriate application being submitted to the De-
partment of Health, which is endorsed by a consultant who is responsible for the management 
of the patient and who is prepared to monitor the effects of the treatment over time

Clinicians may submit an application on behalf of their patients to the HSE for reimburse-
ment approval if the patient has a valid medical prescription for medical cannabis for one of 
the above medical conditions and have sourced a cannabis-based product which has been pre-
scribed under a Ministerial license.

The HSE has advised that in the previous situations where it considered reimbursement sup-
port appropriate, the following steps were completed.

- The patient’s consultant is satisfied that all therapeutic options have been exhausted and 
is prepared to accept the responsibility for monitoring the patient’s response to the cannabis 
product.

- A prescriber applies to the Minister for a Ministerial license and this is granted.

- The consultant completes an Individual Reimbursement Form, setting out the therapeutic 
benefit for the patient. It is important that this is completed in sufficient detail for therapeutic 
benefit to be demonstrated.

- The Individual Reimbursement Form is considered by the Medicines Management Pro-
gramme (MMP).

- On review of the documentation, the MMP makes a recommendation for or against reim-
bursement support for the patient to the HSE, under the patient’s eligibility, and informs the 
Primary Care Reimbursement Service (PCRS) of that recommendation.

If approval is given, the PCRS, when authorised to proceed, will make the necessary ar-
rangements to cover the costs involved for the patient.

17/10/2019WRH07000Disability Services Data

17/10/2019WRH07100196. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of residential care 
places in counties Cavan and Monaghan; the number of persons on the waiting list for residen-
tial care in the counties; the length of time they have been waiting; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42707/19]

17/10/2019WRH07200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  
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As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRJ00200Eating Disorders

17/10/2019WRJ00300197. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the model 
of care for eating disorders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42713/19]

17/10/2019WRJ00400198. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if 2018 funding for the model of 
care for eating disorders has been drawn down; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42714/19]

17/10/2019WRJ00500199. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health when 2019 funding for the 
model of care for eating disorders has been drawn down; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42715/19]

17/10/2019WRJ00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 197 to 199, inclusive, together.

As these are a service issues I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly 
to the Deputy as soon as possible.

17/10/2019WRJ00900National Drugs Strategy Budget

17/10/2019WRJ01000200. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the details of budget 2020 fund-
ing for the national drugs strategy; the increase relative to 2019; if additional funding is to be 
provided in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42716/19]

17/10/2019WRJ01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): I am delight-
ed to have secured additional funding of €0.485m in Budget 2020 for implementation of the 
national drugs strategy. The additional funding will establish a new health diversion programme 
for people using drugs, increase awareness of drug-related harms, improve access to HSE ad-
diction services and support initiatives developed by Drug and Alcohol Task Forces. 

€200,000 has been allocated to begin the phased implementation of the Government health 
diversion programme for people found in possession of drugs for personal use. The programme 
will provide a health screening and brief intervention known as SAOR to people who are re-
ferred to the health services by An Garda Síochána. 

€100,000 will be allocated for an awareness campaign about the dangers of drug use, to 
target high-risk groups such as young people and festival goers. 

€185,000 has been provided to expand services in maternity hospitals for pregnant and post-
natal women affected by substance misuse, and their babies. This funding includes the recruit-
ment of additional drug and alcohol liaison midwives. 

Budget 2020 also provides for the continued funding of €1m for Drug and Alcohol Task 
Forces. Of this, €10,000 is being provided in core funding to each of the 24 Drug and Alcohol 
Task Forces. Funding of €60,000 is being provided for each of the 12 strategic health initiatives 
which reflect priorities agreed between Task Forces and CHOs. These initiatives target young 
people, women, families and services users, and homeless people and others with complex 
needs. It is envisaged a further initiative will be funded on drug-related intimidation. 
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17/10/2019WRJ01200Budget 2020

17/10/2019WRJ01300201. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the €1 bil-
lion increase in health funding announced in budget 2020; the amount which stems from the 
supplementary in 2019; the amount which provides for the existing level of service; the amount 
provided for demographics; the amount which relates to increased pay for staff; and the amount 
which is for new and expanded services. [42720/19]

17/10/2019WRJ01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The gross current budget for the Health 
Sector for 2020 is €17,419 billion, an increase of €1,054 million or 6.4% compared to the 2019 
allocation of €16,365m.

The increase in the current budget of €1,054m comprises funding to maintain the existing 
level of service within the level of funding available, cover costs associated with Brexit (€18m), 
and €210m in funding for new expenditure measures including:

- Older Persons Services (including NHSS): €97m

- Disabilities: €25m

- Primary Care Schemes: €45m

- Sláintecare: €10m

- National Strategies: €8m

- National Treatment Purchase Fund: €25m.

Funding is provided to the HSE for health services in accordance with the letter of determi-
nation which sets out the approved level of overall HSE expenditure for the year in question. It 
is the responsibility of the HSE to manage the entire budget and prepare and implement the 
National Service Plan which must, under legislation, set out the type and volume of health and 
personal social services, to be provided during the year in question within the funding allocated.  
Both the additional funding allocated to demographics and pay and additional value to be de-
rived from improved efficiencies and productivity will be considered by the HSE in setting out 
its National Service Plan 2020.

17/10/2019WRJ01500HSE Legal Cases

17/10/2019WRJ01600202. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the amount paid out by the HSE 
for legal or expert fees between 2014 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; the external firms 
used; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42722/19]

17/10/2019WRJ01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

17/10/2019WRJ01800Home Help Service Data

17/10/2019WRJ01900203. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of older persons 
waiting for home support hours in counties Cavan and Monaghan. [42725/19]

17/10/2019WRJ02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
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possible.

17/10/2019WRJ02100Hospital Waiting Lists

17/10/2019WRJ02200204. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment. [42727/19]

17/10/2019WRJ02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/10/2019WRJ02400Tobacco Control Measures

17/10/2019WRJ02500205. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will reconsider the 
need for a ban on self-serve cigarette vending machines (details supplied); his views on the im-
pact of such a ban on small businesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42734/19]

17/10/2019WRJ02600206. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if a regulatory impact as-
sessment to review the potential effects of introducing an unnecessary ban on already age re-
stricted self-serve cigarette vending machines will be carried out; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42735/19]

17/10/2019WRJ02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 205 and 
206 together.

As I have previously stated, I intend to bring forward legislation that will, among other im-
portant steps in tobacco control, prohibit the sale of tobacco products from self-service vending 
machines. This is done with the aim of protecting children from the harms of smoking and to 
denormalise tobacco use.

When I bring forward the proposal for this legislation it will be accompanied by a regulatory 
impact assessment.

17/10/2019WRJ02900Hospital Consultant Recruitment

17/10/2019WRJ03000207. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
appointment of a consultant oncologist with specialist knowledge of sarcoma; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42742/19]
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17/10/2019WRJ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Consultant Medical Oncologist with a 
special interest in sarcoma was due to commence on 1st September 2019.  On 17th September 
she advised Human Resources in St Vincent’s University Hospital that she would not be taking 
up the post due to personal reasons.

St Vincent’s University Hospital informed the Department of this on 25 September.  As a 
voluntary hospital, St Vincent’s operates its own recruitment policy.  The post was subsequently 
re-advertised on Sunday 6th October 2019, with a closing date of Sunday 3rd November 2019.

17/10/2019WRJ03200Hospital Beds Data

17/10/2019WRJ03300208. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if the full 75 beds planned to 
be opened under the winter plan 2018-19 were opened; and if they are still open on a full-time 
basis. [42758/19]

17/10/2019WRJ03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): According to the most recent Information 
provided by the HSE, 71 of the 75 acute beds opened under the HSE Winter Plan 2018/2019 
currently remain open. While funding was originally only allocated to maintain the beds dur-
ing the busy winter period, the HSE have indicated that they will keep these beds open for the 
entire year.

The HSE also advised that they are reviewing the status of the beds, with the relevant hos-
pitals, in the context of planning for Winter 2019/2020 and the 2020 National Service Plan. My 
Department will be provided with a further update in the next number of weeks.

17/10/2019WRJ03500Home Help Service Data

17/10/2019WRJ03600209. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
for home support by location in tabular form; and the estimated total hours needed for a full 
year if each person waiting was to be allocated the average of 6.5 hours home support per week. 
[42761/19]

17/10/2019WRJ03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/10/2019WRJ03800Medicinal Products Reimbursement

17/10/2019WRJ03900210. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the progress being made on 
offering the FreeStyle Libre device to diabetic patients over 21 years of age for free; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [42762/19]

17/10/2019WRJ04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRJ04100Medicinal Products Data
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17/10/2019WRJ04200211. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the cost in 2018 of providing 
blood glucose testing strips and basic glucose meters to all diabetes sufferers under the long-
term illness scheme; and the way in which this would compare to the cost of rolling out Free-
Style Libre or other electronic monitoring systems. [42763/19]

17/10/2019WRJ04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRJ04400Medicinal Products Data

17/10/2019WRJ04500212. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of providing 
electronic blood glucose monitoring systems, such as FreeStyle Libre, to all diabetes sufferers 
under the long-term illness scheme. [42764/19]

17/10/2019WRJ04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRJ04700Dental Services 

17/10/2019WRJ04800213. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if he will address matters raised 
in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42767/19]

17/10/2019WRJ04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Dental Treatment Services Scheme 
(DTSS) provides dental treatments to medical card holders. Services currently available annu-
ally, without prior approval of the local HSE Principal Dental Surgeon, include an examination, 
two fillings and emergency extractions. Other more complex care is also provided some of 
which requires prior approval by a Principal Dental Surgeon. Patients with special needs and 
high risk patients can avail of a broader range of treatments including a scale and polish on ap-
proval of the Principal Dental Surgeon. 

The Dental Treatment Benefit Scheme (DTBS), which comes under the remit of the Min-
ister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection, provides a free oral examination once in a 
calendar year. It also provides a payment towards either a scale and polish or periodontal treat-
ment, if clinically necessary, once in a calendar year. Eligibility is based on a person’s PRSI 
contributions. The DTBS and the DTSS operate under separate contracts.

Smile agus Sláinte, the National Oral Health Policy, which was published by my Depart-
ment in April 2019 includes proposals for the introduction of  “packages” of oral healthcare 
for adult medical card holders at different intervals during their life course.  The packages will 
focus on prevention and will include examinations, advice, and preventive therapies such as 
scale and polish, fissure sealants, and fluoride therapy. The timeframe for the delivery of the 
Policy is 2019 to 2026 and  the roll-out of these packages of care will take place incrementally 
over the next number of years.

17/10/2019WRJ04950Departmental Correspondence
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17/10/2019WRJ05000214. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a copy of letters 
and-or emails from a person (details supplied) to him on 10 June 2019.  [42768/19]

17/10/2019WRJ05100215. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a copy of letters 
and-or emails from him to a person (details supplied) on 23 May 2019.  [42769/19]

17/10/2019WRJ05200216. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a copy of letters, 
emails and-or briefings from a person (details supplied) to a person on 1 May 2019.  [42770/19]

17/10/2019WRJ05300217. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a copy of letters 
and-or emails from a person (details supplied) to a person on 30 April 2019.  [42771/19]

17/10/2019WRJ05400218. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a copy of letters 
and-or emails from a person (details supplied) to a person on 24 April 2019.  [42772/19]

17/10/2019WRJ05500219. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a copy of letters 
and-or emails from a person (details supplied) to a person on 5 April 2019.  [42773/19]

17/10/2019WRJ05600220. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a copy of letters 
and-or emails from a person (details supplied) to a person on 4 April 2019.  [42774/19]

17/10/2019WRJ05650223. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a copy of letters 
and-or emails from a person (details supplied) to a person on 15 November 2018; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [42777/19]

17/10/2019WRJ05675Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 214 to 220, 
inclusive, and 223 together.

The questions relate to a range of communications between the Department of Health and 
the HSE between November 2018 and June 2019 regarding the roll out of termination of preg-
nancy services under the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018. 

Commencing in November 2018, the Secretary General of the Department of Health wrote 
to the Deputy Director General of the HSE acknowledging the ongoing work being undertaken 
across the HSE in relation to the introduction of the expanded termination of pregnancy service 
from 1 January 2019.  The Secretary General restated the Government’s view that the service 
should be normalised and available in the community as close to patients as possible.  He also 
reiterated the Minister’s requirement that all nineteen maternity hospitals/units should be able 
to offer services to women.    

In April 2019, the Secretary General wrote to the Interim Director General of the HSE to 
raise concerns in relation to the lack of progress regarding the full implementation of termina-
tion of pregnancy services across all maternity hospitals/units. While acknowledging the very 
substantial work by the HSE to ensure that services were introduced from 1 January, the Sec-
retary General expressed the Minister’s disappointment that services were still not available in 
early pregnancy in all nineteen maternity hospitals and units. The letter requested the HSE’s 
attendance at a meeting with the Minister to detail plans to bring service provision in line with 
Government policy as quickly as possible. The Interim Director General responded to acknowl-
edge the contents of the Secretary General’s letter and to confirm that the HSE would attend the 
meeting. 

In April there was also an exchange of correspondence between the Department’s Acute 
Hospitals Policy Division and the HSE National Women and Infants Health Programme in 
relation to the rollout of termination of pregnancy services in the acute hospital sector. The 
Programme confirmed that termination services in the hospital setting was working well, and 
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demand was within the planning parameters. The hospitals/units providing services were noted 
and a detailed update was provided in relation to hospitals not providing services in early preg-
nancy (up to twelve weeks of pregnancy). In response, the Department requested clarification 
in relation to hospitals not providing services in early pregnancy. 

In May 2019, National Director of Acute Strategy and Planning in the HSE wrote to a Prin-
cipal Officer in the Department with a briefing note on termination of pregnancy services. The 
brief detailed the services being provided in hospitals, listed the hospitals providing services in 
early pregnancy and outlined plans for service expansion in further hospitals.  The Minister also 
wrote to the Director General in May, requesting a further update on the expansion of termina-
tion of pregnancy services in early pregnancy in the remaining maternity hospitals/units across 
the country. The Minister requested a more detailed report on the HSE ‘My Options’ telephone 
helpline, and information on arrangements put in place by the HSE for reviews to be carried out 
under the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2019. 

In June 2019, the Director General replied to the Minister, outlining the plans in place to 
expand termination of pregnancy services in a number of further hospitals and addressing the 
approach in the remaining sites.  The Director General provided a report on the My Options 
helpline, which included details on the number and type of calls received (information / support 
/ counselling).  Finally, he addressed the Minister’s request regarding arrangements for reviews 
under the Act and undertook to provide further information on same. 

My Department continues to work with the HSE to ensure full implementation of the ser-
vice. 

17/10/2019WRJ05700HSE Correspondence

17/10/2019WRJ05800221. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a copy of letters 
and-or emails from a person (details supplied) to the HSE on 2 April 2019. [42775/19]

17/10/2019WRJ05900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The following is the information that relates 
to the matters referred to by the Deputy.

The officer in question works in my Department’s Acute Hospital Division, the division 
with responsibility for maternity services.  In that context, three electronic correspondences 
were issued by the officer to the HSE on April 2nd, 2019 as follows;

- One email was issued to the HSE’s National Women & Infants Health Programme (NWI-
HP) seeking an update on the implementation of the National Maternity Strategy to inform 
a detailed brief for the Taoiseach.  The Programme was asked for details of the actions com-
menced or completed in accordance with the Programme’s priorities as set out in the National 
Service Plan 2019.

- A second email was issued to the NWIHP requesting an urgent response to a request for a 
detailed update on the roll-out of termination of pregnancy services in the acute hospital sector, 
which had issued on 1st April.

- A third email was issued relating to staffing matters at the NWIHP, in the context of ongo-
ing engagement between my Department and the NWIHP to improve the NWIHP’s capacity 
to lead the management, organisation and delivery of maternity, gynaecology and neonatal 
services across primary, community and acute care.
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17/10/2019WRK00200HSE Correspondence

17/10/2019WRK00300222. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a copy of letters 
and-or emails from a person (details supplied) to the HSE on 1 April 2019. [42776/19]

17/10/2019WRK00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The following is the information that relates 
to the matters referred to by the Deputy.

The officer in question works in my Department’s Acute Hospital Division, the division 
with responsibility for maternity services.  In that context, two electronic correspondences were 
issued by the officer to the HSE on April 1st, 2019 as follows;

- An email was issued, replying to the HSE’s National Women & Infants Health Programme, 
requesting further information on the implementation of termination of pregnancy services in 
a number of acute hospitals.  Clarification was sought in relation to the timelines for the roll 
out of termination services and more detail was requested in relation to the potential challenges 
arising.  Advice was also provided in relation to a funding requirement identified for supports 
from the Institue of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists.

- A second email was issued to HSE Estates acknowledging a request for a meeting and 
questioning whether further legal advice had been received from the HSE legal advisers in the 
context of the National Maternity Hospital relocation project.  The correspondence  is part of 
the ongoing engagement between my Department and the HSE in relation to the development 
of the legal framework to protect the State’s investment in the new hospital.  

  Question No. 223 answered with Question No. 214.

17/10/2019WRK01500Departmental Correspondence

17/10/2019WRK01600224. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if he will provide all correspondence 
between him and-or his office and-or his advisers and-or the Secretary General and-or the office 
of the Secretary General and the Departments of Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform 
in September and to 10 October 2019. [42784/19]

17/10/2019WRK01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Correspondence between my office and/
or the office of the Secretary General of my Department and the Department of Finance and 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform is currently being identified, collated and 
examined. It is expected to cover a wide range of issues including scheduling of meetings and 
associated information, circulars, HR related matters for the civil service and financial matters. 
The details are currently being compiled and, in accordance with Standing Order 42A, I will 
provide a further response to the Deputy in the coming days.

17/10/2019WRK01800Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

17/10/2019WRK01900225. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a hospital bed will be pro-
vided to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42791/19]

17/10/2019WRK02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.
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17/10/2019WRK02100Medicinal Products Reimbursement

17/10/2019WRK02200226. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to ensure 
that persons here suffering with MS will have the same access to medication as persons in Eu-
rope; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42814/19]

17/10/2019WRK02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, under the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medi-
cal Goods) Act 2013. The Act specifies criteria for decisions on the reimbursement of medi-
cines.

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, including on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmaco-
economics (NCPE). The NCPE conducts health technology assessments (HTAs) for the HSE 
and makes recommendations on reimbursement to assist HSE decisions. The NCPE uses a 
decision framework to systematically assess a drug’s clinical and cost effectiveness as a health 
intervention.

The HSE strives to reach a decision in as timely a manner as possible. However, because of 
the significant monies involved, it must ensure that the best price is achieved, as these commit-
ments are often multi-million euro, ongoing investments. This can lead to a protracted delibera-
tion process.

The HSE received 2 applications for pricing and reimbursement of Ocrelizumab (Ocrevus) 
in Multiple Sclerosis.

Application 1 is for use of Ocrelizumab for the treatment of adult patients with relapsing 
forms of Multiple Sclerosis (RMS) with active disease defined by clinical or imaging features. 
Following a number of rounds of commercial negotiations, an agreement was reached in rela-
tion to the commercial terms which will apply to this indication. The HSE intends to progress 
Ocrelizumab for the RMS indication, which has been approved for funding from October 2019, 
on a patient-specific basis for this indication.

Application 2 is for the use of Ocrelizumab for the treatment of adult patients with early 
primary progressive multiple sclerosis (PPMS) in terms of disease duration and level of disabil-
ity, and with imaging features characteristic of inflammatory activity. On 4 October 2018 the 
NCPE completed its assessment for this indication. They did not recommend that Ocrelizumab 
be reimbursed for this indication.

The HSE and the manufacturer have had a number of rounds of commercial negotiations 
in relation to this indication. Commercial discussions have concluded, the medicine has been 
reviewed by the HSE Drugs Group.  The HSE Senior Leadership Team have received the Drugs 
Group recommendation. The HSE’s final decision on reimbursement will take into consider-
ation the criteria contained in the 2013 Health Act.

As a country, we invest heavily in medicines, to the tune of almost €2 billion annually. As 
of September 2019, there have been 29 new medicines and 5 new indications for existing medi-
cines approved for reimbursement in the public healthcare system. The approvals to date repre-
sent an additional investment by the HSE over five years of approximately €220m in providing 
access to new and innovative treatment for Irish patients. It is expected that over 3,000 patients 
will benefit from access to these new medicines over the next 5 years.

Notwithstanding the significant progress on drug costs achieved from price reductions un-
der the pricing framework agreed with industry and commercial negotiations conducted by the 
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HSE, the Health Service is still facing very significant challenges in relation to the affordability 
of medicines.  The industry continues to develop very expensive products, particularly in the 
high-tech medicines area and the costs involved are a challenge for health systems even in 
countries with much greater resources than Ireland.

The Government wants new and innovative medicines to be available to our citizens as 
quickly as possible but this can only be achieved if medicines are priced by the pharmaceutical 
industry in a viable and sustainable manner.

My Department and the HSE are working on making greater efficiencies in medicines usage 
through a range of initiatives both domestically and internationally to ensure the greatest pos-
sible access to new treatments for patients in Ireland.  

The HSE’s Medicines Management Programme (MMP), incorporating the Preferred Drugs 
initiative, is overseeing the implementation of a number of actions to bring about greater value 
for the taxpayer through cost-effective provision of medicines. These measures include the 
designation of preferred products with a focus on high-cost prescribing areas, in particular op-
timising the use of biosimilars. 

I and officials have also been engaging over the past number of years with a number of 
voluntary EU forums.  In June 2018, I signed the Beneluxa Initiative on Pharmaceutical Policy. 
This Agreement is in line with my objective to work with other European countries to identify 
workable solutions, in an increasingly challenging environment, to secure timely access for 
patients to new medicines in an affordable and sustainable way.  In June 2019, Ireland became 
a Founding Member of the International Horizon Scanning Initiative which is being established 
as part of the work programme of Beneluxa. 

17/10/2019WRK02400National Treatment Purchase Fund Data

17/10/2019WRK02500227. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the funding drawn down by 
the National Treatment Purchase Fund in 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019; the amount of funding 
in each year spent in procuring services from private healthcare providers; and the amount spent 
in the public system in tabular form. [42819/19]

17/10/2019WRK02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Programme for Government includes a 
commitment to improving waiting times for hospital procedures. 

In 2017, National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) was initially allocated funding of €15m 
to address waiting lists.  A further €2.5m was allocated in late 2017 in order to further reduce 
the number of long-waiting patients and also address those patients waiting for complex treat-
ments such as complex spinal and cardiothoracic surgery. Budget 2018 announced a total al-
location of €55 million for the NTPF, and Budget 2019 announced that the Government had 
further increased investment in tackling waiting lists, with funding to the NTPF increasing to 
€75 million in 2019.

The NTPF has advised that the funds drawn down in relation to 2017 and 2018 were €17.5m 
and €55m respectively and estimates that €75m will be drawn down by the end of 2019.

The NTPF further advises that in 2017, patient care expenditure amounted to €13,050,001. 
Of this amount, €9,948,651 was spent in Private Hospitals and €3,101,350 spent in Public Hos-
pitals.

In relation to expenditure in 2018 and 2019, the NTPF advise that the 2018 and 2019 An-
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nual Financial Statements have not been completed and therefore are not available at this time. 

2017 Patient Care Expenditure by payee €
Private Hospitals 9,948,651
Public Hospitals 3,101,350

17/10/2019WRK02700Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

17/10/2019WRK02800228. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if a new hospital bed will 
be provided for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42820/19]

17/10/2019WRK02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRK03000HSE Staff Data

17/10/2019WRK03100229. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Health the average time for the com-
mencement of the payment of pension following retirement of staff in the HSE; the number of 
applicants who have to wait three months or longer for payment of their pension; the number 
of pension applications currently in arrears; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42829/19]

17/10/2019WRK03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

17/10/2019WRK03300Long-Term Illness Scheme

17/10/2019WRK03400230. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Health if persons qualifying under the 
long-term illness scheme are eligible for workplace programmes and training courses even if 
they are drawing credits rather than receiving a social welfare payment; the supports available 
for persons in this category to assist them in returning to the labour market in circumstances in 
which this is possible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42830/19]

17/10/2019WRK03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Long Term Illness (LTI) Scheme was 
established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended). The conditions covered 
by the LTI are: acute leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person 
under 16); cystic fibrosis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes 
mellitus; parkinsonism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; 
and conditions arising from the use of thalidomide.

Under this scheme, patients receive medicines, and medical and surgical appliances directly 
related to the treatment of their illness, free of charge.

Issues in relation to eligibility for workplace programmes and training courses are a matter 
for my colleagues, the Minister for Education and Skills and the Minister for Employment Af-
fairs and Social Protection.

17/10/2019WRK03600Long-Term Illness Scheme
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17/10/2019WRK03700231. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if the FreeStyle Libre device for 
diabetes will be added to the long-term illness scheme. [42832/19]

17/10/2019WRK03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRK03900Home Care Packages Provision

17/10/2019WRK04000232. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when an approved home sup-
port package will be put in place for a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [42838/19]

17/10/2019WRK04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/10/2019WRK04200National Children’s Hospital

17/10/2019WRK04300233. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the number of outside consultant 
contracts awarded under the national children’s hospital in each year since commencement; the 
consultant that was ultimately awarded the contract; the final cost of the contract; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42857/19]

17/10/2019WRK04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Paediatric Hospital Develop-
ment Board (NPHDB) has statutory responsibility for planning, designing, building and equip-
ping the new children’s hospital.  I have referred your question to the NPHDB for direct reply.

17/10/2019WRK04500Capital Expenditure Programme

17/10/2019WRK04600234. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the number of capital projects that 
cost €100 million or more in the past five years; the cost of outside consultants for each of the 
projects costing €100 million or more; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42870/19]

17/10/2019WRK04700235. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the number of capital projects an-
ticipated to commence in the next five years that cost €100 million or more; the expected cost of 
external consultants for each project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42886/19]

17/10/2019WRK04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 234 and 
235 together.

The development of modern healthcare infrastructure is a complex process. As the Deputy 
knows, technical and specialist knowledge and expertise and capacity is required at all stages 
of capital projects such as appraisal, planning, design, procurement, construction, equipping 
and commissioning, and is typically procured from outside specialist consultancy firms and 
contractors. 

The expenditure to date (September 2019) on projects costing more than €100 million is as 
follows and includes costs relating to outside contractors and consultancy firms:
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- New Children’s Hospital: €385 million

- National Forensic Mental Health Service Hospital: €160 million

It is important to recognise that all capital development proposals must progress through a 
number of approval stages, in line with the Public Spending Code, including detailed appraisal, 
planning, design and procurement, before a firm timeline or funding requirement can be estab-
lished.

The HSE procures construction works using the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form’s Capital Works Management Framework.

17/10/2019WRK05000Medicinal Products Reimbursement

17/10/2019WRK05100236. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will have access to the drug Repatha restored to reimbursement in view of the person’s 
dependency on the drug for the past number of years and whose loss of access to the drug will 
cause extreme pain, discomfort and anxiety; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42899/19]

17/10/2019WRK05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this refers to an individual case, I have 
referred this matter to the HSE for their attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRK05300Agriculture Scheme Data

17/10/2019WRK05400237. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of persons in counties Cavan, Monaghan and nationwide waiting on farm payments; the 
type of payment they are waiting for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42631/19]

17/10/2019WRK05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The detailed 
information requested by the Deputy is not readily available. 

It is currently being compiled and I will be in contact with the Deputy as soon as it is avail-
able.

17/10/2019WRK05600Greyhound Industry

17/10/2019WRK05700238. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if his attention has been drawn to a report (details supplied) detailing the sale of an Irish 
greyhound to China; the action he and the Irish Greyhound Board will take; the route of export 
of the dog from Ireland to China; and if efforts will be made to repatriate the animal and the 50 
other Irish greyhounds now in China in view of the deplorable animal welfare record of China. 
[42691/19]

17/10/2019WRK05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na 
gCon is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 chiefly 
to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.  Bord na gCon 
is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine.  

My Department is not in a position to know whether dogs, including greyhounds, that are 
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moved from Ireland to another EU Member State are subsequently exported to a further desti-
nation. However, I can confirm that no dog has been certified to travel from Ireland directly to 
the country in question since 2016. 

The rules covering the movement of all breeds of dogs, including greyhounds, between EU 
Member States is currently set at a European level rather than as a national measure in isolation.  
Bord na gCon have informed me that they are opposed to exports to countries that do not meet 
Ireland’s welfare standards.  They have also informed me that the greyhound in question was 
not exported directly to its final destination from Ireland and its journey would have been either 
via other EU jurisdictions or via the USA. 

Bord na gCon has emphasised to the individual in question their responsibilities in export-
ing to destinations that do not provide the expected levels of greyhound welfare set out in its 
Code of Practice on the Care and Welfare of the Greyhound and will continue to do so to all 
other greyhound owners. 

17/10/2019WRK05900Animal Carcase Disposal

17/10/2019WRK06000239. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
restrictions in place for the movement of offal from meat processing plants for cattle over 30 
months of age; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42765/19]

17/10/2019WRK06100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There are 
no restrictions in place for the movement of offal from meat processing plants other than the an-
imal by-products must be transported by a registered haulier and the material must be trans-
ported to an EU-approved plant.

17/10/2019WRK06200Animal Identification Schemes

17/10/2019WRK06300240. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if third 
parties including meat processors have access to the CMMS system; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42766/19]

17/10/2019WRK06400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): No third par-
ties are provided with access to the Department’s Animal Identification and Movement (AIM) 
system without the requisite consent of the herd keeper or where there is a legal basis to provide 
pertinent information.  The provision of access on AIM to meat processors is restricted to infor-
mation on the specific bovine animals presented for slaughter as required by the Food Business 
Operator (FBO).    

I can confirm that FBOs do not have access to AIM data in relation to the other animals on 
the holding of a keeper presenting animals to that slaughter plant. 

17/10/2019WRK06500Departmental Correspondence

17/10/2019WRK06600241. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
provide a copy of all correspondence his Department had with the European Commission in 
July 2019. [42787/19]

17/10/2019WRK06700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): It is not pos-
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sible to provide the information requested by the Deputy in the required time.  

The information is being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as it is avail-
able.

17/10/2019WRK06800Farm Inspections

17/10/2019WRK06900242. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 211 of 10 October 2019, the outcome of the investigation 
carried out by his Department at the farm as reported (details supplied). [42807/19]

17/10/2019WRK07000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As indicated 
to the Deputy previously, the position is that my Department did not carry out an investigation 
into environmental concerns at the farm detailed.

Checks were carried out in relation to digestate under Regulation 1069/2009 which includes 
legislation to protect ‘public and animal health’ rather than ‘environment’. 

The outcome of animal health investigations on the farm were satisfactory and are con-
cluded.

17/10/2019WRK07100Aquaculture Licence Administration

17/10/2019WRK07200243. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a decision was never made on licences (details supplied) in over 20 years; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42810/19]

17/10/2019WRK07300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The applica-
tions referred to by the Deputy are currently under consideration by my Department in accor-
dance with the applicable legislation.

As the applications are under consideration as part of a statutory process, it would not be 
appropriate for me to comment further at this time.

17/10/2019WRK07400Aquaculture Licence Administration

17/10/2019WRK07500244. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason there are so many licenced shellfish areas which are unused (details supplied). [42811/19]

17/10/2019WRK07600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The applica-
tion referred to by the Deputy is currently under consideration by my Department in accordance 
with the applicable legislation.

As the application is under consideration as part of a statutory process, it would not be ap-
propriate for me to comment further at this time.

17/10/2019WRK07700Aquaculture Licence Administration

17/10/2019WRK07800245. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason licences (details supplied) have active mussel licences despite being unused for years. 
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[42812/19]

17/10/2019WRK07900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): With one ex-
ception, the applications referred to by the Deputy are currently under consideration by my 
Department in accordance with the applicable legislation.

As these applications are under consideration as part of a statutory process it would not be 
appropriate for me to comment further at this time.

In the case of T05/306A, my Department’s records indicate that this application was with-
drawn in 2005.

17/10/2019WRK08000Aquaculture Licence Administration

17/10/2019WRK08100246. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
policy with regard to unused aquaculture licences; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [42813/19]

17/10/2019WRK08200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Section 69 
of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997 sets out the legislative position in regard to unused 
aquaculture sites. 

Section 69 of the Act states:

“(1) (a) Subject to paragraph (b), where aquaculture in respect of which a licence has been 
granted has not commenced within 2 years after the date on which the licence was granted, the 
licence ceases to have effect.

(b) A licensee, who considers that there are exceptional reasons why aquaculture, in respect 
of which a licence has been granted to the licensee, has not been commenced or cannot com-
mence within the period specified in paragraph (a), may apply to the Minister, giving those 
reasons, for a determination that the licence concerned shall not cease to have effect.

(c) The Minister may, at his or her discretion, having considered the reasons given by the 
licensee under paragraph (b), determine whether or not the licence shall cease to have effect. 
The determination of the Minister is final.

(2) (a) Subject to paragraph (b), where aquaculture in respect of which a licence has been 
granted has ceased for a continuous period of 2 years, the Minister shall, without compensation 
to the licensee, revoke the licence.

(b) A licensee, who considers that there are exceptional reasons why aquaculture, in respect 
of which a licence has been granted to the licensee, has ceased or is likely to cease for the period 
referred to in paragraph (a), may apply to the Minister, giving those reasons, for a determination 
not to revoke the licence.

(c) The Minister may, in his or her discretion, having considered the reasons given by the 
licensee under paragraph (b), determine whether or not to revoke the licence. The determination 
of the Minister is final.

(d) This subsection is deemed to have come into operation on 30 June 1998.”

17/10/2019WRL00200Basic Payment Scheme Payments
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17/10/2019WRL00300247. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a farm payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [42818/19]

17/10/2019WRL00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The per-
son named submitted his 2017  Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) application on 2 May 2017 in 
which he declared the lands he was farming.  He was subsequently notified on 4 December 
2017 that land included on his 2017 BPS application was identified as ineligible for the purpose 
of a BPS payment which resulted in the creation of an over-claim on his 2017 BPS applica-
tion.  The person named was notified that he would not be paid BPS on this land (deemed to be 
over claimed) and that an administrative penalty of over 10% would also be applied to his 2017 
BPS payment.   

The person named submitted correspondence to my Department in December 2017 outlin-
ing the position  with regard to the land concerned and, in March 2018, he also submitted an 
affidavit in support of his declarations.  Following a review of the information submitted, the 
decision was that a BPS payment would not be made on the ineligible land. However, the 10% 
administrative penalty was waived.  The person named was notified of this decision on 11 April 
2018 and he was also given the opportunity to appeal, within 3 months, the decision  to the 
independent Agriculture Appeal Office.   

The Agriculture Appeals Office operates independently of my Department. Regulation 5 
(2) of the Agriculture Appeals Regulations, 2002, (S.I. No. 193 of 2002), requires an appeal 
to be made within 3 months from the date of the notification of the Department decision. The 
deadline for submission of the appeal in this case was 11 July 2018. I am advised that an ap-
peal was submitted to the Agriculture Appeals Office on 12 November 2018, 4 months after the 
deadline. The person named was advised in a letter dated 12 November 2018 that was issued 
by the Agriculture Appeals Office that the appeal was received outside the 3 month timeframe. 

In accordance with Regulation 5 (3) of the Agriculture Appeals Regulations, 2002, which 
provides for an appeal to be submitted late where the Director considers that there are excep-
tional circumstances, the person named was also informed that if there were exceptional cir-
cumstances why the appeal was not lodged by the deadline, it was open to him to write to the 
Director of Agriculture Appeals by 26 November 2018 outlining any such circumstances and 
to enclose any relevant documentation. The person named was also provided with the option of 
contacting the Office of the Ombudsman. 

On 2 April 2019, an e-mail was submitted by the agricultural agent of the person named to 
my Department’s BPS division requesting a further review. This appeal and supporting docu-
mentation were forwarded to the Agriculture Appeals Office on the 2 April 2019.  Following an 
examination of the documentation submitted, the person named was advised that the Director 
of Agriculture Appeals had determined that the late appeal could not be accepted. I am ad-
vised that a further submission was received by the Agriculture Appeals Office from the person 
named and enclosing further documentation.  That documentation is currently being examined.

17/10/2019WRL00500Beef Industry

17/10/2019WRL00600248. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the agencies and organisations represented at the recent beef task force meeting; the issues 
discussed; the outcome of such discussions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42828/19]
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17/10/2019WRL00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the Deputy 
will be aware, the Beef Taskforce scheduled for Monday October 14 was suspended following 
altercations outside Agriculture House where members of the Taskforce were prevented from 
attending the meeting. 

The Taskforce’s remit is to monitor the implementation of the actions arising from the agree-
ment reached on 15 September and offers the most viable platform for strategic engagement 
with key stakeholders.  It is in the interests of everyone involved in the beef industry that the 
work of the Taskforce goes ahead and I regret that farm representatives were not in a position 
to air the legitimate concerns of farmers at the Taskforce meeting. 

17/10/2019WRL00800Departmental Staff Data

17/10/2019WRL00900249. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of full-time and part-time staff, respectively, working in the dedicated market 
access unit established within the meat and milk policy division by staff grade in tabular form; 
and the annual cost of the unit including staffing costs. [42847/19]

17/10/2019WRL01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The principle 
of market development is already a core component of Food Wise 2025 but is particularly im-
portant now in the context of Brexit. Further increasing export opportunities and outlets for the 
Irish food and drinks sector remains as one of my main priorities. 

My Department’s market access effort includes work at political, diplomatic and technical 
levels. The work of staff across the Department impacts on market access and development. 
This includes veterinary services, laboratory staff, inspectorate staff, Brexit/International Trade 
Division, Meat and Milk Policy Division and others, in completing market access question-
naires from non-EU countries, facilitating incoming inspection visits, participating in diplo-
matic meetings, agreeing export health certificates and so on.  All this closely inter-connected 
work with a variety of stakeholders, facilitates the process of accessing of new markets and 
maintaining existing markets. 

In relation to meat, this effort is co-ordinated by a dedicated meat market access unit in the 
Meat and Milk Policy Division of my Department.  The unit’s staffing complement currently 
comprises a team of six people, across different administrative grades, led by an Assistant Prin-
cipal Officer. Staffing details, including salary scales, are shown in tabular form as follows.

Grade         Number involved      Salary Scale      
Assistant Principal Officer 1 €65,356 - €79,681
Higher Executive Officer 1 €46,517 - €56,556
Administrative Officer 1 €32,405 - €61,545
Executive Officer 2 €30,127 - €50,834
Clerical Officer 1 €23,984 - €39,796

The meat market access unit works to forge agreements on opening and expanding access 
for Irish beef, sheepmeat, pigmeat, poultrymeat and cooked meats across a range of new and 
existing markets. It is also working to simplify certification procedures in a number of mar-
kets in which Ireland has already gained access. The work of the unit supports a meat industry 
with exports worth around €3.9 billion in 2018.  My Department has made significant progress 
in recent years in increasing market access opportunities for Irish meat exports. In 2019, these 
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included opening the Ukrainian beef and pork markets, expanding beef access to Japan and 
opening the Japanese sheep market.

17/10/2019WRL01100Equine Industry

17/10/2019WRL01200250. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the annual capital funding provided to an organisation (details supplied); and his plans to 
provide capital funding in 2020. [42849/19]

17/10/2019WRL01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment does not currently provide capital funding directly to the Irish Equine Centre (IEC), but 
I am aware that they have received some capital funding in recent years through Horse Racing 
Ireland (HRI), for IT and forensic equipment. 

I have received submissions, both from HRI and the IEC itself, for state funding for a rede-
velopment of the Equine Centre’s facilities.  This proposed redevelopment would expand and 
improve the current campus, and address serious concerns over the original building. 

I support the redevelopment of the IEC which will allow their laboratories to continue their 
valuable support work to the equine industry, and I will be discussing proposals with my cabinet 
colleagues in the near future.

17/10/2019WRL01400Animal Welfare Bodies

17/10/2019WRL01500251. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the amount granted to animal welfare charities in each year since the enactment of the Ani-
mal Health and Welfare Act 2013 in tabular form; and the charities in receipt of such funding 
on an annual basis. [42850/19]

17/10/2019WRL01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has provided funding to organisations involved in protecting animal welfare since 1995, 
on an ex gratia basis, in order to enable these organisations provide a valuable service in the 
area of animal welfare.  The table at the link provides details of funding provided from 2014 - 
2018.

An advertisement was placed in the national press on July 4th this year inviting applica-
tions for funding in 2019.  These are currently being processed and an announcement on fund-
ing is expected in December.   

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-17_pq251-17-10-2019_en.xlsx  “>Animal Welfare</a>]

17/10/2019WRL01700Afforestation Programme

17/10/2019WRL01800252. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
budget 2020 allocations to the continuous cover forestry scheme, the neighbourwood scheme 
and the woodland environmental fund. [42858/19]

17/10/2019WRL01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The current 
Afforestation Scheme provides a range of grants that cover the full cost of establishment of the 
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plantation and payment of annual premiums to both incentivise planting and to compensate 
for the loss of agricultural activity on the land that is planted.  The Afforestation Scheme is 
voluntary and demand-led.  Financial support for the 2014-2020 Forestry Programme is 100% 
Exchequer funded under EU State Aid rules.  

Forestry Support Schemes include funding for, inter alia, Woodland Improvement Scheme 
– Continuous Cover Forestry (CCF) and the NeighbourWood Scheme along with supports for 
forest roads, the Forest Service Inspectorate and promotion.  

Native woodlands are an important part of Ireland’s natural heritage, history and culture, 
and are unique in terms of their biodiversity.  The objective of the Woodland Environmental 
Fund (WEF) is to facilitate the planting of more native woodlands within Ireland because of 
their proven environmental benefits. In doing so, the fund offers an opportunity for businesses 
to partner with Government and private landowners in creating these diverse woodland habitats.  

WEF funding comprises a once off single top up of €1,000/hectare by the partnered busi-
ness, following payment of the first grant and premium by the Department under its Native 
Woodland Establishment Scheme.  My Department also facilitates contact between foresters 
and their clients with the Natural Capital Facilitators (NCF).  The NCFs will then liaise with the 
businesses to find projects that best match the business’s expectations.  As the top-up of €1,000/
ha is paid for by the businesses involved, my Department’s contribution is our payments under 
the Native Woodland Establishment Scheme under the main Afforestation Scheme, Grant and 
Premium Categories 9 and 10. 

My colleague, Minister of State Doyle, launched the pilot Continuous Cover Forestry 
Scheme (CCF) earlier this year, to run until the end of the Forestry Programme 2014 – 2020.  
This is a scheme that I very much welcome and  has been very well received.  My Department 
planned to accept applications for 30 projects over the two years and I am glad to inform the 
Deputy that this target was reached well ahead of time. 

The NeighbourWood Scheme is designed for Local Authorities working in partnership with 
local communities.  Applications can be submitted by Local Authorities on behalf of commu-
nity groups or by community groups themselves working in conjunction with Local Authori-
ties.  The scheme includes a planting component where funding is provided for establishing 
woodlands on greenfield sites. The scheme aims to provide a “close to home” woodland ame-
nity for the local community to enjoy.

Funding for CCF and NeighbourWood is provided for in the total allocation for all forestry 
support schemes, which will be €9m in 2020.

17/10/2019WRL02000Capital Expenditure Programme

17/10/2019WRL02100253. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of capital projects that cost €100 million or more in the past five years; the cost of 
outside consultants for each of the projects costing €100 million or more; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42860/19]

17/10/2019WRL02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has no capital projects costing €100 million or more in the past five years.

17/10/2019WRL02300Capital Expenditure Programme
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17/10/2019WRL02400254. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of capital projects anticipated to commence in the next five years that cost €100 million 
or more; the expected cost of external consultants for each project; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42876/19]

17/10/2019WRL02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has no capital projects costing €100 million or more anticipated to commence in the next 
five years.

17/10/2019WRL02600Electric Vehicle Grants

17/10/2019WRL02700255. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if his attention has been drawn to the fact that orders placed for many electric 
cars now cannot be met until the first quarter of 2020 due to the fact the cars are not available 
(details supplied); if he will consider extending the deadline for the drawdown of the grant ac-
cordingly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42662/19]

17/10/2019WRL02800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The electric vehicle purchase grant provides grant aid of up to €5,000 towards the 
purchase of a new battery electric vehicle or new plug-in hybrid electric vehicle. From the in-
troduction of the scheme to the end of September 2019, grant support has been provided for the 
purchase of a total of 8,450 new vehicles to the value of almost €39 million. To date this year, 
over €17 million has been provided to support the purchase of 3,815 new electric vehicles.

Budget 2020 will see €36 million allocated next year for electric vehicles supports. Of this, 
€6 million will be provided to support charging infrastructure and €30 million allocated towards 
purchase grants. As the whole life costs of electric vehicles reduce, the targeting of Government 
grant support must be adjusted to reflect this. Accordingly, the grant of up to €3,800 for busi-
nesses purchasing a new electric car will be discontinued. Businesses can continue to apply for 
this grant until 22 October provided the vehicle is registered in 2019. However, I do not intend 
to extend this support beyond the end of this year. 

Businesses purchasing electric vans can continue to avail of the grant. In addition, there is a 
generous benefit-in-kind tax relief available to support the purchase of battery electric vehicles 
by businesses. In Budget 2020, the Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform 
announced the Government’s intention to extend this relief to 2022. 

SEAI issues purchase grant approvals with a maximum four month period of validity. At the 
start of September SEAI notified dealers, who apply for grants on behalf of the purchaser, that 
applications would only be accepted for vehicles registered in 2019. All letters of offer issued 
from that point were valid until the end of 2019 only. Dealers were notified that applications 
would not open for vehicles to be registered in 2020 until October and no offer letters have been 
issued that are valid beyond the end of 2019. Purchase grant applications will open for vehicles 
to be registered in 2020 on 23 October.

17/10/2019WRL02900Broadband Service Provision

17/10/2019WRL03000256. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment his views on a recent claim by a wireless broadband operator that almost 
half of the premises included in the national broadband plan can now be serviced by microwave 
or wireless broadband. [42684/19]
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17/10/2019WRL03100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Government appointed National Broadband Ireland as the Preferred Bidder for 
the National Broadband Plan in May. This followed a tender process designed to ensure that 
every home and business throughout the country will have access to future proofed high speed 
broadband and will cater specifically to an estimated 1.1 million people, representing almost 
25% of the population of rural Ireland who would not otherwise have access to such a service. 
Since then my officials have been performing the due diligence work needed before a contract 
can be concluded.

My Department recently consulted publicly to close the ongoing mapping exercise, seeking 
submissions from operators who wish to have their existing high speed broadband networks, or 
who have developed plans to invest in high speed broadband networks over the next 7 years, to 
be included on the Department’s High Speed Broadband Map. Over 180 submissions have been 
received from a variety of stakeholders, including 30 from large and small telecoms operators, 
with the remainder from local authority broadband officers and members of the public.

Operator submissions will be assessed against the Department’s published assessment cri-
teria. Operators submitting planned investments were required to sign a declaration that they 
would enter into a Commitment Agreement with the Department if their plans satisfied the as-
sessment criteria and were accepted by the Department as being concrete and credible. 

The findings of the consultation will ensure that the State Intervention Area is up to date and 
reflects commercial operators’ plans and the responses from householders and businesses, in 
advance of a contract being signed later this year. 

This will be an important element in concluding the State Aid approval process with the EU 
Commission.

17/10/2019WRL03200National Broadband Plan Administration

17/10/2019WRL03300257. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the stage his Department is at in reviewing the 130 responses to the public consul-
tation on the national broadband plan; if this process needs to be completed before the contract 
for the NBP is signed; when he expects the public consultation process to fully conclude; when 
he expects the contract to be signed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42854/19]

17/10/2019WRL03400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department recently consulted publicly to close the ongoing mapping exercise, 
seeking submissions from operators who wish to have their existing high speed broadband net-
works, or who have developed plans to invest in high speed broadband networks over the next 7 
years, to be included on the Department’s High Speed Broadband Map. In response to requests 
from a number of operators, the duration of that consultation was extended by more than 5 
weeks. My Department received over 180 responses to the mapping consultation from a variety 
of stakeholders, including 30 from large and small telecoms operators, with the remainder from 
local authority broadband officers and members of the public.

Operator submissions will be assessed against the Department’s published assessment cri-
teria. Operators submitting planned investments were required to sign a declaration that they 
would enter into a Commitment Agreement with my Department if their plans satisfied the as-
sessment criteria and were accepted as being concrete and credible.

The findings of the consultation will ensure that the State Intervention Area is up to date and 
reflects commercial operators’ plans and the responses from householders and businesses, in 
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advance of a contract being signed later this year. 

This will be an important element in concluding the State Aid approval process with the EU 
Commission.

17/10/2019WRL03500National Broadband Plan Data

17/10/2019WRL03600258. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of outside consultant contracts awarded under the national broadband 
plan in each year since commencement; the consultant which was ultimately awarded the con-
tract; the final cost of the contract; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42856/19]

17/10/2019WRL03700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The overall NBP procurement process is supported by a specialist team including 
external expertise and advisors who were appointed by competitive tender processes since the 
launch of the NBP in 2012. These include a range of national and international experts with 
commercial, economic, environmental, financial, insurance, legal, procurement, state aid, tax 
and technical expertise and experience.

The following sets out in tabular form the number of advisor contracts awarded under the 
NBP and includes the total cost paid for each advisor, highlighting where advisor services are 
still ongoing.

NBP Advisor Contracts

Year Appointed (by competitive 
tender)

Name Cost (including VAT)

2013 Prisa Consulting €1,131,563.12
2014 Park Town Consulting €6,089.25
2014 Vilicom €26,502.01
2014 Mason Hayes & Curran (*) €6,325,446.71
2014 Doyle Kent Planning Partnership 

Ltd
€7,995.00

2015 Analysys Mason (*) €4,618,111.07
2015 Pricewaterhouse Coopers (*) €2,411,020.69
2015 KPMG (*) €8,866,428.59
2016 RPS Group Ltd €130,887.99
2016 KPMG/Analysys Mason specialist 

advisor contract (*)
€3,885,578.50

2016 Deloitte (*) €95,478.75
2016 Here & Now Business Intelligence €29,520.00
2018 Marsh Ireland Ltd (*) €33,825.00
Total €27,568,446.68
*Services are still being provided under this contract

17/10/2019WRL03800Capital Expenditure Programme

17/10/2019WRL03900259. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of capital projects that cost €100 million or more in the past five years; 
the cost of outside consultants for each of the projects costing €100 million or more; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [42863/19]
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17/10/2019WRL04000260. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of capital projects anticipated to commence in the next five years that 
cost €100 million or more; the expected cost of external consultants for each project; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [42879/19]

17/10/2019WRL04100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 259 and 260 together.  

My Department does not have any capital projects that have cost €100 million or more in 
the past 5 years. 

My Department has one capital project that is anticipated to commence in the next five 
years that is expected to cost over €100 million, the National Broadband Plan. The Department 
is commencing a procurement process for external advisors to support the post contract gov-
ernance of the National Broadband Plan contract. The procurement process will determine the 
cost of the external consultants.

17/10/2019WRL04300Airport Development Projects

17/10/2019WRL04400261. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
is satisfied that the new runway at Dublin Airport will provide enough take off run available for 
wide body aircraft in the global civilian fleet operating on long haul and ultra-long haul routes. 
[42667/19]

17/10/2019WRL04500262. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
is satisfied that the new runway at Dublin Airport will provide enough take off run available for 
wide body aircraft in the global civilian fleet operating on long haul and ultra-long haul routes, 
operating at their maximum take-off weight, even in typical Irish weather of low atmospheric 
pressure and wet conditions, for example, a wet runway. [42668/19]

17/10/2019WRL04600263. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on whether the displaced threshold on the new runway at Dublin Airport will interfere 
with the ability of all wide body aircraft currently in the global civilian fleet operating on long 
haul and ultra-long haul routes to land, operating at their maximum landing weight, even in 
typical Irish weather of low atmospheric pressure and wet conditions, for example, a wet run-
way. [42669/19]

17/10/2019WRL04700264. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
is satisfied that all wide body aircraft currently in the global civilian fleet operating on long haul 
and ultra-long haul routes will be able to return in an emergency shortly after take-off to the new 
runway 10L/28R at their maximum landing or take-off weight. [42670/19]

17/10/2019WRL04800265. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
landing distance available on the new runway at Dublin Airport (details supplied). [42671/19]

17/10/2019WRL04900266. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
landing distance available on the existing runway at Dublin Airport (details supplied). [42672/19]

17/10/2019WRL05000267. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on whether the proposed reduction in rapid exits from four to two on the new runway 
10L/28R will have an impact on the operational efficiency of the new airport. [42673/19]

17/10/2019WRL05100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
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Questions Nos. 261 to 267, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy is aware, daa holds statutory responsibility for the management, operation 
and development of Dublin Airport, including the delivery of the North Runway project.

I am aware, however, that daa has liaised as appropriate with the Irish Aviation Authority 
(IAA) with regard to the relevant aspects of the design. Through engagement with IAA my 
Department understands that the daa North Runway Project is compliant with the Certification 
Specifications provided for in Commission Regulation (EU) No 139/2014 laying down require-
ments and administrative procedures related to aerodromes pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 
216/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council. 

I have forwarded your question to daa for direct reply. If the Deputy does not receive a reply 
within ten working days, please advise my Private Office.

17/10/2019WRL05800Road Network

17/10/2019WRL05900268. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
consider funding for the east-west link which is urgently needed in the north east; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42679/19]

17/10/2019WRL06000274. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
consider funding for the extension of the M3 motorway to Cavan town and the east-west link 
which are urgently needed in the north east; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42738/19]

17/10/2019WRL06100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 268 and 274 together.

Proposals to deliver an upgraded East-West route linking Dundalk to Sligo, taking in Cavan, 
involve linking elements of the national road network and regional roads along as direct a route 
as possible. Essentially the route involves upgrade/realignment works on the regional routes 
from Dundalk to Cavan and on national routes from Cavan to Sligo. 

The improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads in its area is a statutory func-
tion of local authorities in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act, 1993.  
Works on such roads are a matter for the relevant local authority to be funded from its own 
resources supplemented by State road grants.  

My Department provided funding to Cavan County Council (acting as lead authority with 
Monaghan and Louth County Councils) with over €2m in the period 2007-2014 to progress the 
regional road element of the project to preliminary design. 

This year I gave an allocation of €100,000 to Cavan County Council to enable the Council 
to undertake a detailed appraisal, in line with the current requirements in the Public Spending 
Code and the Capital Appraisal Framework, of the Cavan to Dundalk section of the route.  The 
aim of the detailed appraisal would be to assess the extent to which the scheme or elements 
of it can be justified in terms of appraisal and advanced for further consideration in relation to 
schemes for development post 2021.  Preparation of the appraisal is the responsibility of the 
Council.

Regarding your reference to extending the M3 motorway to Cavan town, as Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design, 
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construction and operation of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

17/10/2019WRL06200Bus Services

17/10/2019WRL06300269. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the posi-
tion regarding the establishment of a bus shelter at a bus stop (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42709/19]

17/10/2019WRL06400270. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the posi-
tion regarding the establishment of a bus shelter at a bus stop (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42710/19]

17/10/2019WRL06500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 269 and 270 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory 
responsibility for the planning and development of public transport infrastructure, including 
provision of bus stops and bus shelters throughout the State. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 days.

17/10/2019WRL06700Driver Test Waiting Lists

17/10/2019WRL06800271. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of persons to date on waiting lists for driver tests in counties Cavan, Monaghan and Meath; the 
length of time they have been waiting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42711/19]

17/10/2019WRL06900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The average waiting 
times for driving tests at all centres around the country are available on the Road Safety Author-
ity (RSA) website www.rsa.ie. This information is updated weekly.

With regard to number of people on the waiting list at the centres listed by the Deputy, this 
information is held by the Road Safety Authority, and I have referred the question to the Au-
thority for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received 
within 10 days.

17/10/2019WRM00200Sports Capital Programme

17/10/2019WRM00300272. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
the sports capital programme 2020 or 2021 will allow professional football clubs to apply for 
regional level funding for the development of new stands at football stadiums; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42721/19]

17/10/2019WRM00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
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dan Griffin): The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) provides grants to assist in the development 
or refurbishment of sports facilities and the provision of sports equipment. The programme 
is open to applications from sports clubs, voluntary and community groups, national governing 
bodies of sport, and local authorities.  It should be noted that viewing stands are not usually 
covered under the SCP. The full terms and conditions of the Programme are available on the 
Department’s website.  

The National Sports Policy which was published last year provided for the establishment of 
a new Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund (LSSIF).  The aim of the fund is to provide support 
for larger sports facilities (including sports stadia) where the Exchequer investment is greater 
than the maximum amount available under the SCP. The Government has provided a capital al-
location of at least €100m for the period to 2027 for the LSSIF. The new scheme closed for ap-
plications on the 17th April with applications initially confined to local authorities and National 
Governing Bodies of sport. By the closing date, 72 applications were received. Details of all ap-
plications received have been published on the Department’s website along with the evaluation 
procedures and guidelines.  Assessment work is underway and the first allocation are expected 
by the end of the year.  After allocations are made under the current round, a decision will be 
taken on the timing of the next call for applications.

17/10/2019WRM00500Sports Funding

17/10/2019WRM00600273. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if funding 
will be granted to a local authority (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42729/19]

17/10/2019WRM00700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund opened for applications on 19th No-
vember 2018 and the closing date for receipt of applications was 17th April. 

72 applications were received in total including one application from Cavan County Coun-
cil. Details of all applications received have been published on the Department’s website along 
with the evaluation procedures and guidelines. 

Assessment work is continuing in the Department but in view of the detailed information 
contained in each application, it will take a number of months to have all of this work complete.  
Accordingly, I expect that it will be towards the end of this year before any allocations are an-
nounced.

  Question No. 274 answered with Question No. 268.

17/10/2019WRM00900Road Projects Status

17/10/2019WRM01000275. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of the tendering process for the Macroom bypass project; and the date by which this con-
tract will be awarded. [42739/19]

17/10/2019WRM01100276. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
type of tendering process that is being used to select a bidder for the Macroom bypass project; 
and the stages involved in this type of tendering process. [42740/19]

17/10/2019WRM01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 275 and 276 together.
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As Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and 
funding in relation to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the 
planning, design, procurement and construction of individual national roads is a matter for 
Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

17/10/2019WRM01400Driver Licensing Exchange Agreements

17/10/2019WRM01500277. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
NDLS can reissue a driver licence to a person in a situation (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42798/19]

17/10/2019WRM01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Ireland has a driving 
licence exchange agreement in place with British Columbia, Canada since August 2017. This 
Agreement allows for the exchange of a valid driver’s licence between the two jurisdictions. A 
valid licence means at the time of exchanging, the driver’s licence being exchanged:

- is not revoked, suspended, withdrawn, disqualified or cancelled by the Jurisdiction or the 
authority acting on behalf of the Jurisdiction that issued the driver’s licence;

- the licence is not subject to any kind of restriction or prohibition which results in the 
driver’s licence being unable to be used for the purpose for which it was intended by the holder 
thereof; and,

- is not, in the case of an Ireland licence, expired for more than 3 years at the time of ex-
change, or in the case of a British Columbia licence, expired for more than 12 months at the 
time of exchange. 

As Minister I cannot intervene in individual cases, nor do I have access to the relevant in-
formation relating to specific situations. 

17/10/2019WRM01700Airport Policy

17/10/2019WRM01800278. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
met with the management of Shannon Airport recently; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42840/19]

17/10/2019WRM01900279. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
has met with the DAA recently; if so, if passenger numbers in Shannon and Cork airports were 
discussed; his views on same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42841/19]

17/10/2019WRM02000280. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to the latest passenger figures for Shannon Airport; his views on same; 
his plans to increase passenger numbers to and from Shannon Airport; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42842/19]

17/10/2019WRM02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 278 to 280, inclusive, together.

I would like to thank the Deputy for his questions in relation to meetings with daa and Shan-
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non Airport Authority and passenger numbers at Shannon and Cork Airports.

I can confirm to the Deputy that during the course of the year I have met with the manage-
ment of Shannon Group, a commerical State company which, as you will be aware, has statu-
tory responsibility for Shannon Airport.  I have also met with the Shannon Group Chairman, 
Ms. Rose Hynes and also in recent months with the Chairman of the daa.  These meetings are in 
addition to the many meetings that happen on a regular basis between my officials and manage-
ment at daa and Shannon Group.

The Deputy will also be aware that daa and Shannon Group have statutory responsibility 
for the operation, management and development of our three State Airports and as such pas-
senger numbers at Shannon and Cork Airports are operational matters for Shannon Group and 
daa respectively.

In relation to passenger numbers at Cork Airport, I am aware that the position is positive 
with some 2.4 million passengers using the Airport in 2018.  This represented a 4% increase in 
passengers on 2017, making it the third consecutive year of growth at the Airport.  I understand 
the outlook for this year is also very positive with passenger numbers continuing to grow.  This 
growth is attributable to a number of factors including, the expansion of capacity on existing 
routes and the addition of new routes to the airport’s existing route network with over 50 routes 
now on offer along with multiple long-haul options through key international hubs across Eu-
rope.  Unfortunately, with the unexpected grounding of the Boeing 737 Max aircraft, transat-
lantic services are currently not available from Cork Airport.

The position in relation to Shannon Airport is that between 2013 and 2018 it grew passenger 
numbers by some 34%. As part of that growth, 13 new services were successfully secured with 
Norwegian Air International and Air Canada, both of which used Boeing 737 MAX jet aircraft. 
Unfortunately, the grounding earlier this year of the Boeing 737 MAX jet aircraft has dispropor-
tionally affected Shannon Airport. Separately, and without warning, Kuwait Airlines announced 
in January last the immediate cessation of its daily trans-atlantic service via Shannon Airport.

I understand that these developments, which are totally outside the control of Shannon 
Group, will result in a fall in passenger numbers for Shannon Airport for the first time in six 
years.  However, I am aware that Airport management are very focussed on addressing these 
challenges and are in constant discussion with numerous airlines with a view to providing ad-
ditional flights from Shannon Airport.  The decision to operate a specific air route is however an 
operational matter for airlines themselves, in consultation with airport authorities.  

Finally, in 2019, additional funding was made available to Tourism Ireland for its Regional 
Cooperative Marketing Fund, bringing the total allocation to €1.25 million. This fund seeks to 
encourage new access and maximise the potential of existing services to the Regions.  It is sup-
ported by contributions from regional tourism stakeholders (airports and ports) and matched by 
air and sea carriers.  This resulted in total cooperative marketing expenditure overseas of €2.5m 
in 2017 and €2.65m in 2018.  As recently announced following Budget 2020, funding for this 
Scheme is being increased further to €2.5m in 2020.  I would encourage all regional airports, 
including Shannon Airport and Cork Airport to continue to avail of this funding to optimise air 
services and increase connectivity to the regions for passengers. 

17/10/2019WRM02400Capital Expenditure Programme

17/10/2019WRM02500281. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of capital projects that cost €100 million or more in the past five years; the cost of outside con-
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sultants for each of the projects costing €100 million or more; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42875/19]

17/10/2019WRM02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the 
planning and development of public transport infrastructure.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply.  

I also have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads pro-
gramme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and construction of individual 
national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in conjunction with the local 
authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply. 

 Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days from 
the National Transport Authority (NTA) or Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII).

17/10/2019WRM02700Capital Expenditure Programme

17/10/2019WRM02800282. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of capital projects anticipated to commence in the next five years that cost €100 million or 
more; the expected cost of external consultants for each project; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42891/19]

17/10/2019WRM02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Project Ireland 
2040 Capital Tracker published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform provides 
details of infrastructure projects, indicative allocations, current status, project commencement 
dates and proposed completion dates. It is available at the following link:

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/6db7c4-investment-projects-and-programmes-tracker/   

The individual projects and programmes are subject to compliance with the Public Spend-
ing Code, including its requirements in relation to appraisal and Sanctioning Authority approval 
points.

17/10/2019WRM03000Childcare Services Regulation

17/10/2019WRM03100283. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her atten-
tion has been drawn to the considerable inconvenience that has been caused to parents by the 
closure of a facility (details supplied). [42664/19]

17/10/2019WRM03200284. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if additional 
supports are being offered to parents affected by the closure of a facility (details supplied). 
[42665/19]

17/10/2019WRM03300285. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason 
for the closure of a facility (details supplied). [42666/19]

17/10/2019WRM03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
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take Questions Nos. 283 to 285, inclusive, together.

Tusla is the independent statutory regulator of early learning and care and school age child-
care services in Ireland. In performing its regulatory function, its actions include responding to 
breaches of regulations while respecting fair procedures and natural justice.

Tusla conducted an inspection of the service in question - which catered for both pre-school 
and school-age children - in line with the requirements of the Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years 
Services) Regulations 2016 in June 2019. During this inspection it was observed that the ser-
vice, which was approved for a set number of children, was operating outside its registration 
status, with a substantial number of additional children observed in attendance. Tusla advised 
the service to revert immediately to its approved registration status, and to take immediate 
remedial action to address the risk posed to children on the premises due to inadequate insur-
ance. Tusla also referred the service to the local Chief Fire Officer and to the Planning and 
Enforcement Section of the local Council.

Tusla carried out a follow-up inspection of the service in September 2019, and found that 
more children  were attending the service than were approved. Tusla again instructed the ser-
vice to revert to its approved registration status.

Tusla also received an application from the registered provider for registration of a school-
age service which highlighted that the service has been operating in contravention of its plan-
ning permission, which states that the number of children to be accommodated at the facility 
must not exceed a certain amount.  This has resulted in the regrettable situation described.

While I appreciate the considerable inconvenience that you reference,  the safety and wel-
fare of children is my foremost priority.  Services must abide by the legislation that is in place 
to protect our children.

Tusla continues to engage with the registered provider to resolve this matter as expedi-
tiously as possible.

30 City and Childcare Committees across the country are available to support parents and 
providers with issues relating to early learning and care and school age childcare. In this in-
stance, Dún Laoghaire Rathdown County Childcare Committee is available to support parents 
who need assistance with sourcing alternative service provision and they have been working 
with local providers to ascertain availability of places, and with new services in the area who 
intend to create additional places.  

17/10/2019WRM03700Childcare Services

17/10/2019WRM03800286. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her 
attention has been brought to plans to sell a site (details supplied) in County Cork; the services 
currently provided at the centre funded by her Department or an agency under her aegis such as 
Tusla; the amount of annual funding; if her Department has been notified of the planned closure 
of any of the services at the centre; if so, the alternative plans she will put in place to ensure 
services continue and that the staff continue to be employed; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [42675/19]

17/10/2019WRM03900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have received 
representations from public representatives and members of the public, outlining concerns in 
relation to the proposed sale of the site to which the Deputy refers.
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I understand the centre located on the site to which the Deputy refers is in receipt of fund-
ing from a number of public bodies. Tusla provides funding to family and community servic-
es provided by the centre located on site. Separately, Tusla leases temporary accommodation 
for Tusla Cork-based child and family services staff. 

In 2018, the centre in question received funding of €201,000 from the Department of Chil-
dren and Youth Affairs to run a range of Early Learning and Care (ELC) and School Age Child-
care (SAC) programmes.

The Centre currently runs the following ELC and SAC programmes: 

- the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme, 

- the Access and Inclusion Model (AIM), 

- the Community Childcare Subvention Plus (CCSP) programme, 

- the Training and Employment Childcare (TEC) programmes. 

Cork City Childcare Committee and Pobal are currently engaging with the service in ques-
tion in relation to the proposed sale of the site. Cork City Childcare Committee and Pobal are 
available to provide support to the service as and when required.

In 2018, the centre in question  also received funding of €1.5 million from Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency to provide a range of child and family services.

I have requested Tusla to respond directly to the Deputy in relation to operational matters 
regarding any plans to close child and family services on this site, and alternative arrangements, 
which may need to be put in place for services and staff should the services close.

I also understand that the Health Service Executive provides Child and Adolescent Mental 
Health Services (CAMHS) on the site.

17/10/2019WRM04000National Childcare Scheme

17/10/2019WRM04100287. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the date by 
which the information and communications system needed to operate the national childcare 
scheme will become operational; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42692/19]

17/10/2019WRM04200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The National 
Childcare Scheme is a key pathway to quality, accessible, affordable childcare in Ireland. It 
represents a landmark for parents, underpinned by an innovative IT system, and offering the 
option of paperless, automated assessment.  We know parents have a lot on their plate, so we are 
designing an application process that will be as safe, speedy and stress-free as possible.  This 
means that we have to develop 30,000 different applicant circumstances and choices through 
the system, to cater for all possible variations.

The IT system is built and is being piloted at present.  The objective of any pilot is to identi-
fy potential issues or “snags”, and to support readiness for full launch. The pilot has been highly 
valuable in this regard, allowing us to identify and address a number of issues.  Last week I 
signalled that a minor snag had been identified which blocked a small number of applications 
from proceeding through the system.  This has required additional time to address the issue and 
retest the system.  This means that the Scheme should now open for applications in November.  
Subsidy payments, as previously advised, should still flow from November.
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In the meantime, the pilot will continue and we will also enable providers to complete pro-
gramme readiness activities in advance of the full launch.  

With regard to a specific date for full launch, the Project Board overseeing the Scheme will 
meet this week and hopes to recommend a new date at that time. 

Allowing these extra few weeks before launching the National Childcare Scheme is the 
right thing to do.  Parents and providers deserve a robust system and a positive user experience.  
It is too important for families for us not to deliver the best possible Scheme and system.

17/10/2019WRM04300Childcare Education and Training Scheme

17/10/2019WRM04400288. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a person 
who would have been eligible for old childcare subvention schemes such as the CETS scheme 
but did not enrol in advance of 2019 will still be able to enrol for the CETS scheme and level 
of funding; and if this parent is only eligible for the national childcare scheme rate of subsidy. 
[42693/19]

17/10/2019WRM04500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Childcare 
Education and Training Support programme (CETS)  which is a part of the overarching Train-
ing and Employment Childcare (TEC) programme will remain open for new registrations until 
February 2020 to facilitate certain modular education and training courses’ registration require-
ments. The exact date will be communicated to all childcare providers closer to the time.

The Childcare Support Act 2018 provides for a transition period during which  parents can 
choose to continue to receive (subject to certain conditions) the same hours and level of finan-
cial support they would have received under the previous legacy schemes.  To this end, the 
legacy schemes will continue for the 19/20 programme year and extend fully  into the  20/21 
programme year, running in parallel with the National Childcare Scheme (NCS). Therefore, all 
those registered and in receipt of a subsidy under the TEC scheme prior to February 2020, will 
be entitled to retain that subsidy.  

While most of those benefiting from legacy schemes will see their level of subsidy rise un-
der the NCS,  persons registered on TEC before February 2020, have the option to either move 
to the NCS or remain on the TEC scheme for the duration of their eligibility. Information re 
what subsidy a parent may be eligible to receive under the NCS is available from the NCS Par-
ent Information Line at 01 9068530.

17/10/2019WRM04600Child Abuse

17/10/2019WRM04700289. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of unsolicited complaints of child abuse made to an organisation (details supplied) between 
January 2018 and to date in 2019; if such complaints related to historical cases or present day; 
if Tusla was informed of each complaint; the way in which such complaints were managed; if 
this process was within the bounds of child safeguarding; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [42717/19]

17/10/2019WRM04800290. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of unsolicited complaints of child abuse an organisation (details supplied) passed on to Tusla 
between January 2018 and to date in 2019; if the relevant officials in Tusla have investigated 
such complaints to decide if they are deemed founded or unfounded; the number of complaints 
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passed on to An Garda Síochána; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42718/19]

17/10/2019WRM04900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 289 and 290 together.

My Department is expecting a progress report from Scouting Ireland on 30 October 2019 
and are planning to have a meeting with officials from Scouting Ireland in November 2019 to 
discuss same (date to be confirmed).  The report will include an update on all aspects of gov-
ernance and safeguarding, including relevant figures and reporting practice as per the Deputy’s 
questions.

As per previous practice (https://www.scouts.ie//News/2019/Scouting-Ireland-Report-to-
DCYA-March-2019.pdf) this report will be made publicly available by Scouting Ireland once it 
has been considered by my Department.

17/10/2019WRM05100Child Abuse

17/10/2019WRM05200291. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if an allega-
tion of historical child sex abuse has been deemed founded by Tusla, if it is then referred to An 
Garda Síochána and the DPP for further investigation; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [42719/19]

17/10/2019WRM05300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy is 
referring to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. I have therefore re-
ferred the matter to Tusla, and asked that a direct response be provided to  the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRM05400National Childcare Scheme

17/10/2019WRM05500292. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 690 of 9 July 2019, the status of her plans to publish the details of 
these agreements in view of the significant delays that have been encountered and the serious 
negative impact the lack of clarity is having on those who will be administering the schemes; 
the timeline for the completion of the sponsorship agreements in advance of the roll-out of the 
national childcare scheme; the status of the training for front-line staff who will be involved in 
the administration of the sponsorship schemes; if detailed qualifying criteria have been agreed; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42736/19]

17/10/2019WRM05600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Childcare 
Support Act 2018 makes provision for the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs to enter into 
formal agreements with specific statutory bodies (“sponsor bodies”) for the purposes of refer-
ring vulnerable children and families to the National Childcare Scheme.  Engagement is pro-
gressing well between my officials and each of the bodies in relation to the terms of agreements 
under which vulnerable children will be referred to the scheme.  The terms of each agreement 
will include such matters as the qualifying criteria under which children will be referred.

Engagement is very advanced and it is anticipated that signed agreements will be in place 
with each of the bodies before the launch of the National Childcare Scheme in the coming 
weeks.  Each body has its own internal mechanisms through which the agreement must be pro-
gressed before it can be signed by the relevant authorised person within each body. The criteria 
for referral and other relevant information specific to each agreement will be published once the 
agreements are signed in due course.    
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Where a referral is made by a sponsor body, the families will automatically qualify for a 
subsidy without having to satisfy any income test.  

Training will be provided for frontline staff who will be involved in the referral of vulner-
able children to the National Childcare Scheme under the sponsor agreements. Preparation is 
underway for detailed and comprehensive training sessions, tailored specifically for staff in 
the various sponsor bodies.  The training programme will commence in the coming weeks and 
builds on the training approach used in separate phases of the project to date which has been 
received very positively by its target group. 

Finally, it may be noted that sponsor agreements under the National Childcare Scheme are 
not intended to come into effect until after the Scheme launches in November.  In the interim, 
the existing arrangements under the current targeted childcare subsidy schemes remain in place.

17/10/2019WRM05700Departmental Correspondence

17/10/2019WRM05800293. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will pro-
vide all correspondence to or from her Department with Pobal to date in 2019. [42785/19]

17/10/2019WRM05900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Pobal adminis-
ters a significant number of schemes and programmes for the Department of Children and Youth 
Affairs, and there is almost daily interaction between the two bodies, involving correspondence 
to and from several officials of my Department.  The correspondence would arise, for example, 
in relation to the development of the new National Childcare Scheme, the operation of the exist-
ing childcare schemes such as ECCE, AIM, CCS, TEC, the operation of the Better Start Quality 
Development Service, and a range of other operational matters connected with Pobal’s work for 
my Department. These include a significant compliance regime, the administration of annual 
Programme Support Payments, a continuous professional development scheme, a learner fund 
for up-skilling the workforce and annual capital schemes. Correspondence would also relate 
to the governance of Pobal, agreements relating to the annual programmes of work, individual 
service offers and funding.  

Taking account of the volume of correspondence involved, it would not be possible for my 
Department to provide the information requested within the timescale available, and the cor-
respondence would be voluminous.  However, I am anxious to assist the Deputy in his query 
to the greatest extent feasible.  If the Deputy could narrow his request for correspondence into 
specific areas, topics, or dates, my officials would then endeavour to assist him as much as pos-
sible.  I would note, of course, that the timescale for responding in full to his request will depend 
on the volume of correspondence that he is seeking.

17/10/2019WRM06000Childcare Services Funding

17/10/2019WRM06100294. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Af-
fairs when a community childcare centre (details supplied) will receive its AIM payment due 
for two staff members; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42789/19]

17/10/2019WRM06200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In order for a 
service to receive funding for AIM Level 7 support, an application must be received and ap-
proved on the Programmes Implementation Platform (PIP). Payments are then issued to Ser-
vices at set intervals during the year. The first payment for the 2019-20 ECCE programme year 
was 13th September with a subsequent payment due on 18th October. To have received pay-
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ment on 13 September, settings must have had all active and approved childcare registrations 
on the PIP system by close of business on 4th September 2019.  This requirement was published 
on PIP on the 28th August 2019.

For the service in question, it has been confirmed that all four children are now active and 
approved for AIM Level 7 support in this setting, but their registration dates on the system were 
between the 13th and 18th September 2019, i.e. after the 4th September initial deadline. There-
fore, this service will be paid 37.5% of their total funding awarded on 18th October.  Going 
forward all remaining payments will align with the published AIM Level 7 payment schedule.

17/10/2019WRM06300School Attendance Data

17/10/2019WRM06400295. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her respon-
sibilities with regard to the mandatory school age. [42824/19]

17/10/2019WRM06500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the Deputy 
may be aware, the Education (Welfare) Act 2000 defines a child as a person resident in the state 
who has reached the age of 6 years and who has not reached the age of 16 years or who has 
not yet completed 3 years of post-primary education. This Act also established the National 
Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) and tasked it with implementing the provisions of this Act.

Responsibility for the NEWB was transferred from the Department of Education to the De-
partment of Children and Youth Affairs on its establishment in 2011.

In January 2014 Tusla, the Child and Family Agency was established and as part of the remit 
of the Agency, it took on the functions of the former NEWB: chiefly the Educational Welfare 
Services (EWS). The EWS comprises the statutory functions relating to Educational Welfare 
Officers; the operationalisation of the Home School Community Liaison Scheme; and the fund-
ing of the School Completion Programme (SCP).

The statutory Education Welfare Service encompasses all recognised schools in the State. 
The abovementioned legislation mandates that children should be in school from ages 6 to 16 
unless they are on the Section 14 register as being home educated or attending an indepen-
dent school. Educational Welfare Officers (EWOs) work with children and young people who 
are experiencing difficulties with school attendance. EWOs aim to ensure that concerns and 
problems around attendance are addressed before issues escalate. In doing so, EWOs seek to 
find solutions within a collaborative intervention framework involving children, their families, 
schools and other relevant agencies.

The Act also allows the EWS to prosecute a family in relation to school attendance issues 
should the family of a child not engage after being referred to Tusla after 20 days non atten-
dance at school. Every effort is made to ensure the child is in receipt of his or her constitutional 
right to an education prior to legal proceedings being initiated. 

The School Attendance Notice is a final legal notice stating that legal proceedings may be 
initiated if the family is not in compliance with the notice and the child does not attend school 
on each school day that the notice is in force. Should the child attend school on each school day 
that the notice is in force, legal proceedings will not be initiated.

17/10/2019WRM06600Child and Family Agency Funding

17/10/2019WRM06700296. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the break-
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down of the increased allocation of funding provided to Tusla for 2020; if this increase will be 
reflected in funding dispersed to community and voluntary organisations funded under section 
56 of the Child and Family Agency Act 2013; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[42836/19]

17/10/2019WRM06800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Following Bud-
get 2020, I am pleased to announce that Tusla, the Child and Family Agency’s funding al-
location will be €814m next year, an increase 4% on 2019. This underlines my commitment 
to supporting Tusla, as Ireland’s first dedicated State agency for the protection and welfare of 
children.

This funding will:

- meet increasing demand for existing services and continue to improve overall service 
performance,

- continue the progress made to reduce the number of children awaiting the allocation of a 
social worker, and

- address significant cost pressures being experienced in residential care.  

Arising from Budget 2020, I will shortly be issuing Tusla with its Performance Statement 
for 2020 in line with the provisions of the Child and Family Agency Act, 2013. Tusla will, in 
response to the Performance Statement, prepare a Business Plan for 2020 which will be submit-
ted to me for consideration.

The precise level of funding to be allocated to community and voluntary organisations will 
be considered by Tusla, in preparing its Business Plan, having regard to the overall level of 
funding available in 2020, which will exceed €800m.

17/10/2019WRN00200Capital Expenditure Programme

17/10/2019WRN00300297. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of capital projects that cost €100 million or more in the past five years; the cost of outside con-
sultants for each of the projects costing €100 million or more; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [42862/19]

17/10/2019WRN00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I can confirm 
that my Department has not incurred any costs in excess of €100 million in respect of capital 
projects over the past five years.

17/10/2019WRN00500Capital Expenditure Programme

17/10/2019WRN00600298. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of capital projects anticipated to commence in the next five years that cost €100 million or 
more; the expected cost of external consultants for each project; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42878/19]

17/10/2019WRN00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): There will be a 
significant requirement for early learning and care capital investment over the next number of 
years. This is currently recognised in the National Planning Framework (NPF) and the National 
Development Plan (NDP) 2018-2027.
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The NPF highlights the contribution of early childhood care and education to the important 
role of childcare provision in terms of underpinning future patterns of labour force participa-
tion. The Government’s commitment to this is demonstrated by the commitment of €250 mil-
lion of resources under the NDP over the period to 2027. It is too early at this stage to identify 
any associated consultancy costs as planning is still at very early stages. 

17/10/2019WRN00800Departmental Correspondence

17/10/2019WRN00900299. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if he 
will provide a copy of all correspondence between him and-or his office and-or his advisers and 
Pobal from 2016 to 10 October 2019 (details supplied). [42782/19]

17/10/2019WRN01000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment is currently working on the Deputy’s request. Any material identified will be forwarded to 
the Deputy when that process is complete.

17/10/2019WRN01100Capital Expenditure Programme

17/10/2019WRN01200300. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the number of capital projects that cost €100 million or more in the past five years; the cost of 
outside consultants for each of the projects costing €100 million or more; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42874/19]

17/10/2019WRN01300301. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
number of capital projects anticipated to commence in the next five years that cost €100 million 
or more; the expected cost of external consultants for each project; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42890/19]

17/10/2019WRN01400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 300 and 301 together.

Since its establishment in July 2017, my Department has not been responsible for delivery 
of any projects costing in excess of €100 million; and I do not anticipate that any such projects 
will arise in the next five years.

17/10/2019WRN01600Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

17/10/2019WRN01700302. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the position regarding a claim by community employment supervisors for a pension 
such as a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42697/19]

17/10/2019WRN01800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
am currently engaging with representatives of the Community Employment supervisors and 
assistant supervisors to discuss issues arising following the 2008 Labour Court Recommenda-
tion.  All parties to the this process have agreed that the detail of the discussions should remain 
confidential while discussions are ongoing.  I would ask Deputies to respect these wishes and 
allow the talks to continue free from speculation which might prove unhelpful at this stage. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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17/10/2019WRN01900Carer’s Support Grant

17/10/2019WRN02000303. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection further to the decision in budget 2020 to increase the maximum number of hours a 
person can work and still qualify for the carer’s allowance to 18.5, her plans to also increase the 
maximum number of hours to 18.5 in order for a person to qualify for the carer’s support grant; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42661/19]

17/10/2019WRN02100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): As 
part of Budget Measures 2020, I announced that family carers in receipt of my Department’s 
income supports for carers  could increase the number of hours they can work, study or attend 
a training course outside the home from 15 to 18.5 hours.  This applies to those in receipt of 
Carer’s Allowance, Carer’s Benefit and the Carer’s Support Grant.  Over 1,200 family carers 
are expected to benefit from this change at a cost of €11.6 million. 

I particularly prioritised this measure in response to the carers I have met who have told me 
that they found the current number of 15 hours to be too restrictive.  

An increase from 15 hours to 18.5 will accommodate increased participation by carers in 
work or training to strengthen their connection with the labour force, while also serving the ad-
ditional purpose of reducing the social alienation experienced by many carers.   

I hope this clarifies the issue for the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRN02200Disability Allowance Appeals

17/10/2019WRN02300304. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if a disability allowance appeal will be expedited for a person (details supplied). [42723/19]

17/10/2019WRN02400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Disability allowance (DA) is subject to periodic reviews. This 
lady’s entitlement was recently reviewed and it was established that she no longer satisfied the 
medical condition for receipt of DA. She was notified of this decision on 8 May 2019. 

The person concerned requested an appeal of the decision and submitted additional medical 
evidence for consideration. The Social Welfare Appeals Office decided, based on this additional 
evidence, that the medical qualifying condition was satisfied. 

This lady’s disability allowance (DA) has been re-instated with effect from 5 June 2019. The 
first payment was made by her chosen payment method on 11 September 2019. Arrears of pay-
ment due, less any overlapping payments for the period have issued to the person concerned.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRN02500Carer’s Allowance Appeals

17/10/2019WRN02600305. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if a carer’s allowance appeal will be expedited for a person (details supplied). [42724/19]

17/10/2019WRN02700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I am 
advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an oral hearing of the appeal of the person 
concerned took place on 24 September 2019. At the hearing the Appeals Officer requested that 
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some additional documentation be provided by the person concerned and that information is 
still awaited. The person concerned will be notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision when the 
appeal has been determined.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRN02800Disability Allowance Applications

17/10/2019WRN02900306. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if a disability allowance application will be expedited for a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [42737/19]

17/10/2019WRN03000Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I can confirm that my department received an application for dis-
ability allowance (DA) from this lady on 5 June 2019.  

On 7 September 2019 and on 20 September 2019 the person concerned was requested to 
supply supporting documentation required by the deciding officer in order to make a decision 
on her eligibility.  On receipt of this information a decision will be made on her DA application 
and the person concerned will be notified of the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRN03100Household Benefits Scheme

17/10/2019WRN03200307. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of an application for the household benefits package for a person (details supplied); 
and if the award will be backdated to the date of the person’s 70th birthday. [42746/19]

17/10/2019WRN03300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): An 
application for the Household Benefits Package was received from the person concerned on 10 
October 2019.  The claimant was awarded the Household Benefits and the claim will be back-
dated to the date of their 70th birthday. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRN03400Departmental Correspondence

17/10/2019WRN03500308. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if she will provide all correspondence between her and or his office and or her advisers and or 
the Secretary General and or the office of the Secretary General and the Departments of Finance 
and Public Expenditure and Reform in September 2019 and to 10 October 2019. [42779/19]

17/10/2019WRN03600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
information requested by the Deputy cannot be provided within the timeframe available. 

The Department is compiling the documentation sought by the Deputy and will provide the 
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relevant documentation to the Deputy under separate cover as soon as possible.

17/10/2019WRN03700Illness Benefit Payments

17/10/2019WRN03800309. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the reason a person (details supplied) in County Donegal was not paid illness benefit 
on 12 October 2019, in view of the fact the person’s certificate was posted to her Department 
on 4 October 2019; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42799/19]

17/10/2019WRN03900Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned experienced a delay in his payment as the 
Department had not yet received his most recent medical certificate and therefore there was a 
delay in processing it. 

The person concerned was previously medically certified until the 3rd October 2019, and 
was fully paid up to this date.

The Department processed a further medical certificate on the 11th October 2019 which 
certified him for the period of the 4th October 2019 to the 31st October 2019. A payment was 
issued on the 11th October 2019 to the bank account of the person concerned which paid him 
fully up to date. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRN04000Social Welfare Appeals Status

17/10/2019WRN04100310. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42806/19]

17/10/2019WRN04200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that, on 13 September 2019, an appeal by the 
person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the 
appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRN04300Child Benefit Payments

17/10/2019WRN04400311. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when a child benefit payment will be transferred to a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [42826/19]

17/10/2019WRN04500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Department has no record of an application for child benefit from the person concerned. 

The person concerned should submit a child benefit application (CB1) at his earliest conve-
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nience.  Upon receipt of same, a decision will issue to him as soon as possible.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

17/10/2019WRN04600Budget 2020

17/10/2019WRN04700312. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the allocation in 2020 to a scheme if operationalised following the announcement in budget 
2020 of the introduction of a short-time work support scheme to support vulnerable jobs from 
the impact of Brexit. [42835/19]

17/10/2019WRN04800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): As 
outlined by my colleague Minister Pascal O’Donoghue, TD, Budget 2020 has been framed in 
the shadow of Brexit.  In the event of a no-Deal Brexit and its economic consequences, €365 
million will be provided for extra Social Protection expenditure on the Live Register and related 
schemes with a further €45 million being made available to assist people to transition to new 
employment opportunities.

The 2020 revised estimates for my Department provide for expenditure next year on the job-
seeker’s benefit scheme of €354.4 million in addition to €13.7 million for the new jobseeker’s 
benefit for the self-employed that I expect will be introduced in the coming weeks. The short-
time work support scheme will be a demand led scheme and will be funded from within the 
allocation provided for jobseekers.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRN04900Budget 2020

17/10/2019WRN05000313. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the role in the pre-budget period of the social inclusion unit; if the unit is consulted as 
part of the budget process; if an assessment is carried out by the unit in advance of the impact 
of budget proposals on poverty levels; and the reason budget 2020 was not poverty proofed. 
[42859/19]

17/10/2019WRN05100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department undertakes ex-ante and ex-post social impact assessments of the main welfare and 
direct tax budgetary policies.  These assessments are carried out by the Social Inclusion Divi-
sion in advance of and after the Budget.   

The Social Impact Assessment (SIA) is an evidence-based methodology which estimates 
the likely distributive effects of policies on household incomes, families and poverty.  The 
analysis is generated through the ESRI’s tax/benefit micro-simulation model, SWITCH.  The 
model simulates the impact of budgetary changes on a representative sample of households 
from the CSO Survey on Income and Living Conditions.  It should be noted that certain items  
which will have an impact on poverty cannot be assessed by the model at present, such as the 
school meals programme.

The main analysis of potential policy measures is undertaken in the context of the Tax Strat-
egy Group papers.  The Social Protection Package papers include social impact assessments 
of a range of illustrative social welfare budgetary measures, including PRSI measures.  These 
papers are published on the Department of Finance’s website at http://finance.gov.ie/what-we-
do/tax-policy/tax-strategy-group.  Social impact assessments using SWITCH are also used in 
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relation to potential policy options and to assess the cumulative impact of budgetary policies.

My Department publishes the social impact assessment of welfare and direct tax budgetary 
measures shortly after the Budget is agreed. This is to inform public understanding on the cu-
mulative effect of budgetary welfare and tax policies on income distribution and social equality. 
Previously published assessments of Budgets 2013 to 2019 are available on the Department’s 
website at: www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Examples-.aspx.

17/10/2019WRN05200Capital Expenditure Programme

17/10/2019WRN05300314. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of capital projects that cost €100 million or more in the past five years; the cost 
of outside consultants for each of the projects costing €100 million or more; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [42867/19]

17/10/2019WRN05400315. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of capital projects anticipated to commence in the next five years that cost €100 
million or more; the expected cost of external consultants for each project; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [42883/19]

17/10/2019WRN05500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 314 and 315 together.

The capital allocation for my Department is primarily used to deliver IT modernisation and 
to carry out refurbishments on the Department’s buildings.  There have been no capital projects 
with a spend of €100 million or above in the last five years. 

The Department has no plans to commence any capital projects costing €100 million or 
more in the next five years. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRN05700Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

17/10/2019WRN05800316. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the extent to which her Department can assist towards emergency rent support in the 
case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42895/19]

17/10/2019WRN05900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
My Department awarded a rent supplement payment for the person concerned on 9/10/19 and 
her payment has been backdated to 1/5/19.  Her first payment including arrears will issue on 
24/10/19.  The person concerned has been advised accordingly.

The Deputy will be aware that as the rental property in question is in an area designated as 
a Rental Pressure Zone (RPZ) under the Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential 
Tenancies Act 2016, rents are only permitted to rise according to a prescribed formula by a 
maximum of 4% annually.

The person concerned notified my Department of the change in her circumstances and was 
asked to submit documentation confirming the increase in her rent.  Her claim will be re-as-
sessed in line with current legislation and guidelines when this is received.
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I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRN06000Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

17/10/2019WRN06100317. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a person (details supplied) can qualify for higher education grants or the back to 
education allowance in view of the fact that the person has already undertaken private courses 
and is unable to progress further due to costs; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[42896/19]

17/10/2019WRN06200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
objective of the back to education allowance (BTEA) is to assist those who are distant from the 
labour market to acquire the necessary education to improve their chances of becoming inde-
pendent of the social welfare system.  

The allowance enables social welfare customers in receipt of certain payments to pursue 
full-time education courses and to continue to receive income support in the form of the BTEA, 
subject to the customer remaining eligible for their underlying welfare payment.   

The BTEA is not intended to be an alternative form of funding for people entering or re-
entering the third level education system.  The Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) grant 
payable by the Department of Education and Skills represents the primary support for persons 
pursuing education.  In general, most BTEA customers will also have certain registration and 
related college fees paid by Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI).

The individual concerned is not currently in receipt of a payment from my Department. I 
would advise that he contacts his local Intreo Centre to discuss the options available to him.

I trust this clarifies the situation for the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRN06300Carer’s Benefit Eligibility

17/10/2019WRN06400318. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if approval for carer’s benefit continues in the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [42897/19]

17/10/2019WRN06500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s benefit (CARB) is a PRSI based payment, made to a person who is providing full-time 
care and attention to a child or an adult who has such a disability that as a result they require 
that level of care. 

The person concerned applied for CARB for her mother on the 27 May 2019. Carers Leave 
was granted by her employer from 22 August 2019 to 7 June 2020. CARB has been awarded 
for a period of 3 months from the 22 August up to 27 November 2019, as it was decided that 
she required full-time care for that period.

The carer submitted further evidence on 18 September 2019 in support of her claim for 
continued payment after the 3 months. This evidence was examined and the deciding officer 
decided that this evidence did not indicate that the requirement for full-time care was satisfied.

The person concerned was notified on the 8 October 2019 of this decision, the reason for it 
and of her right of review and appeal.
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRN06600Disability Allowance Payments

17/10/2019WRN06700319. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when payment of disability allowance will issue in the case of a person (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42898/19]

17/10/2019WRN06800Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned has been awarded disability allowance with 
effect from 27 March 2019. The first payment will be made by his chosen payment method 
on 13 November 2019.

Arrears of payment due will issue as soon as possible once any necessary adjustment is 
calculated and applied in respect of any overlapping payments or in respect of outstanding 
overpayments (if applicable).

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/10/2019WRN06900Tenant Purchase Scheme Eligibility

17/10/2019WRN07000320. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when legislation will be changed to allow tenants purchase their homes under the tenant 
purchase scheme when their only income is social welfare; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [42628/19]

17/10/2019WRN07100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Housing (Sale of Local Authority Houses) Regulations 2015, provide the basis for the Ten-
ant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme for existing local authority houses.  The Scheme is open to 
eligible tenants, including joint tenants, of local authority houses that are available for sale un-
der the Scheme.  To be eligible, tenants must meet certain criteria, including having a minimum 
reckonable income of €15,000 per annum and having been in receipt of social housing support 
for at least one year.

The minimum reckonable income for eligibility under the scheme is determined by the 
relevant local authority in accordance with the detailed provisions of the Ministerial Direc-
tion issued under Sections 24(3) and (4) of the 2014 Act. In the determination of the minimum 
reckonable income, local authorities can include income from a number of different sources 
and classes, such as from employment, private pensions, maintenance payments and certain 
social welfare payments, including pensions, where the social welfare payment is secondary to 
employment income. 

The minimum income criterion was introduced in order to ensure the sustainability of the 
scheme.  Applicants must demonstrate that they have an income that is long-term and sustain-
able in nature. This ensures that the tenant purchasing the house is in a financial position, as the 
owner, to maintain and insure the property for the duration of the charged period, in compliance 
with the conditions of the order transferring the ownership of, and responsibility for, the house 
from the local authority to the tenant.

The financing of any house sold under the Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme is a sepa-
rate matter from the eligibility criteria for the scheme.  If the tenant is deemed eligible under the 
scheme, he or she may fund the purchase of a house from one, or a combination, of his/her own 
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resources or a mortgage provided by a financial institution or a local authority house purchase 
loan.

In line with the commitment given in the Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan on 
Housing and Homelessness, a review of the operation of the first 12 months of the Tenant Pur-
chase (Incremental) Scheme has been completed and a full report has been prepared setting out 
findings and recommendations.  

I intend to bring a comprehensive package of social housing reform measures to Govern-
ment in the near future and the relevant recommendations made in the Review of the Tenant 
Purchase Scheme will be progressed as part of that process. Following consideration of a num-
ber of implementation issues arising, in that context, I expect to be in a position to publish the 
Review.

17/10/2019WRN07200Local Authority Funding

17/10/2019WRN07300321. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the funding outstanding to Dublin City Council for projects; and the details and 
periods for which this funding is outstanding. [42629/19]

17/10/2019WRN07400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department has a wide and diverse business agenda, covering a broad range of functions 
including local authority housing, voluntary housing, homeless services, estate regeneration, 
energy efficiency retrofitting, housing grants, rural water schemes, urban renewal/regenera-
tion, and fire services. To achieve its business objectives, my Department allocates significant 
resources to local authorities and other organisations.

In order to deliver on this broad business agenda, my Department recoups expenditure in-
curred by local authorities, including Dublin City Council, under the terms and conditions of 
the relevant schemes. Claims from local authorities in respect of such schemes, submitted with 
the requisite supporting information, are normally assessed, verified and paid on a recoupment 
basis and processed in a prompt manner. My Department does not collate the data referred to in 
the Question as the generally positive payment timeframes which apply negate a need to do so.

17/10/2019WRO00200Homeless Persons Data

17/10/2019WRO00300322. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of persons in emergency accommodation in counties Cavan, Monaghan and 
Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42682/19]

17/10/2019WRO00400323. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of persons registered as homeless by county in tabular form; when they were 
registered as homeless; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42701/19]

17/10/2019WRO00500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 322 and 323 together.

Addressing homelessness is an absolute priority for the Government.  Rebuilding Ireland, 
the Government’s Action Plan on Housing and Homelessness, is designed to increase the de-
livery of housing across all tenures to help individuals and families meet their housing needs 
and address homelessness. The plan focuses on increasing the delivery of social housing, with 
a target of delivering 50,000 social housing homes and 87,000 other social housing supports 
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by 2021.  In 2018, 8,000 new social homes were delivered nationally and this year, a further 
10,000 new social homes will be delivered.   Budget 2020 has increased funding available to lo-
cal authorities to provide homeless accommodation and related services to €166m, an increase 
of €20m on this years budget of €146m. 

My Department publishes a monthly report on homelessness. The monthly report is based 
on data provided by housing authorities and produced through the Pathway Accommodation & 
Support System (PASS).  The report captures details of individuals utilising State-funded emer-
gency accommodation arrangements that are overseen by housing authorities. Official homeless 
reports are published on my Department’s website on a monthly basis and can be accessed using 
the following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/homelessness/other/homelessness-data.

These reports do not contain data relating to when a person registered as homeless.  While 
these monthly reports include a breakdown of adults at county level, details in relation to de-
pendants are only available on a regional level in my Department; however, further information 
in relation to dependants may be obtained from individual housing authorities.

The following table sets out the numbers of adults and dependants in emergency accommo-
dation in August 2019, the most recent month for which data is available.

    Region Dependants (by region 
only)   

    Local authority   Adults (by local author-
ity)

    Dublin   2,850     Dublin (DRHE)   4,312
    Mid-East   182     Kildare   184
      Meath   111
      Wicklow   32
    Midlands 49     Laois   16
      Longford   7
      Offaly   40
      Westmeath   35
    Mid-West 141     Clare   68
      Limerick   255
    North-East 40     Cavan   8
      Louth   170
      Monaghan   1 
    North-West 20     Donegal   18
      Leitrim    2
      Sligo   31 
    South-East 57     Carlow   23
      Kilkenny   59 
      Tipperary   34 
      Waterford   112 
      Wexford   38 
    South-West 309     Cork   419 
      Kerry   164 
    West 200     Galway   311 
      Mayo   33 
      Roscommon   7 

17/10/2019WRO00700Housing Assistance Payment Administration
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17/10/2019WRO00800324. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if additional staffing resources have been requested for the HAP shared services centre 
section in Limerick; if his attention has been drawn to a substantial backlog of up to ten weeks 
in processing payments to landlords from submission to receipt of payment; his plans to address 
the backlog by providing additional resources; when this will occur; the additional homeless 
measures being undertaken to mitigate the delays; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [42744/19]

17/10/2019WRO00900325. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the budget provided for the HAP shared services centre for 2019; the amount drawn 
down; the estimated but not as yet approved for payment amount; if there is a shortfall, the way 
in which this will be addressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42748/19]

17/10/2019WRO01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 324 and 325 together.

Limerick City and County Council provide a highly effective transactional-shared service 
on behalf of all HAP local authorities. The HAP Shared Services Centre (HAP SSC) manages 
all HAP related rental transactions for the tenant, local authority and landlord. Once a HAP 
application has been received and confirmed as valid by the relevant local authority, it is then 
processed by the HAP SSC. On average, HAP applications are processed by the HAP Shared 
Service Centre within 2 working days of receipt. Any rental payment arising for a given month 
will then be made to a landlord on the last Wednesday of that month.

HAP is funded through a combination of Exchequer monies and tenant differential rents 
collected in respect of HAP tenancies. Budget 2019 has increased the Exchequer funding for 
the HAP scheme to €422 million. This will allow for the continued support of existing HAP 
households and also enable the additional 16,760 households targeted under Rebuilding Ireland 
to be supported by HAP in 2019.  

The Exchequer allocation also provides for the recoupment to the HAP SCC the costs as-
sociated with the administration of the HAP scheme. HAP SSC staff and administrative costs 
are recouped quarterly.  The HAP SSC currently have 74 staff. Sanction requests for additional 
staffing resources were received in Quarter 1 2019.  These were approved by my Department; 
no additional requests have been received.  

Under the HAP scheme, eligible households source their own accommodation in the private 
rented sector and the tenancy agreement is between the tenant and the landlord.   The HAP ap-
plication form comes in two parts, Section A to be completed by the applicant tenant and Sec-
tion B to be completed by the landlord or agent. An application for HAP will only be accepted 
by the local authority when both Section A and Section B are completed, signed and returned, 
along with the required supporting documentation.  Any delay in tenants and landlords supply-
ing this information will impact on the processing time of the HAP application.  The earliest 
date a HAP payment to the landlord will apply from is the date a complete and valid HAP ap-
plication has been received by the local authority. 

HAP application processing times within local authorities may vary. Once a HAP applica-
tion has been received and confirmed as valid by the relevant local authority, it is entered on 
the system by the local authority and then submitted for processing and payment by the HAP 
Shared Service Centre.  If there are delays at the processing  stage within a local authority, pay-
ment to the landlord will be backdated to the date on which a complete and valid application 
form was received by the local authority.  The landlord is therefore not penalised for any delay.

To support local authorities in the implementation of the HAP scheme my Department pro-
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vides a once off administrative payment of €150 per HAP household to all local authorities.  
This administrative payment recognises the resources required to manage the HAP process.  
The payment is made directly to local authorities twice yearly, to offset HAP staffing and ad-
ministrative costs.  

At the end of Q2 2019, there were over 48,000 households having their housing needs met 
via HAP and some 28,000 separate landlords and agents in receipt of monthly HAP payments. 
My Department continues to keep the operation of the HAP scheme under review.

17/10/2019WRO01200Departmental Correspondence

17/10/2019WRO01300326. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if he will provide all correspondence between him and-or his office and-or his advisers and-or 
the Secretary General and-or the office of the Secretary General and the Departments of Finance 
and Public Expenditure and Reform in September 2019 and to 10 October 2019. [42778/19]

17/10/2019WRO01400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Freedom of Information process is the usual route for access to specific records such as 
these and is availed of regularly by public representatives. However, I am keen to facilitate the 
request in so far as possible and, while the information cannot be provided within the normal 
timeframe, my Department will revert to the Deputy as soon as possible. 

17/10/2019WRO01500An Bord Pleanála Data

17/10/2019WRO01600327. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the percentage of planning appeals made against local authority decisions to An Bord 
Pleanála that are decided within the four month statutory guideline; the steps he plans to take 
to increase this percentage, including through new legislation; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42792/19]

17/10/2019WRO01700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under section 126 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, An Bord Pleanála 
(the Board) has a statutory objective to determine planning appeals within 18 weeks of receipt 
of the appeal. Where the Board does not consider it possible or appropriate to reach a decision 
within 18 weeks (e.g. because of the particular complexities of a case or the requirement to 
hold an oral hearing), it will inform the parties of the reasons for this, and will indicate when it 
intends to make its decision. 

In 2018, the Board disposed of 39% of planning appeals within the statutory objective pe-
riod of 18 weeks. This was down from 64% in 2017, mainly due to the impact of the transition 
to the new Plean-IT system and an increased case-load. However, it should be noted that the 
total number of appeals disposed of by the Board in 2018 was 2,158, a 24% increase on the 
previous year.  

For 2019, the Board has set a target to decide 60% - 70% of planning appeals within the 
statutory objective period. As of end September 2019, the compliance rate for determining 
planning appeals within the statutory objective period stood at 67%, up significantly from 38% 
at the same time in 2018, which is in line with the Performance Delivery Agreement target.

My Department has worked closely with the Board over the last year or so on a range of 
measures aimed at increasing its compliance rate with the statutory objective period, including 



17 October 2019

159

the appointment of additional Board members and the provision of additional resources. Ongo-
ing and planned recruitment processes will see staffing levels increase further in the months 
ahead.  

I am satisfied with the impact these measures appear to be having and as such, I have no 
plans currently to introduce new legislation aimed specifically at increasing the Board’s compli-
ance rate. 

My Department will continue to liaise closely with the Board to ensure that it has appropri-
ate resources to maintain and improve its compliance rate going forward, in line with its Perfor-
mance Delivery Agreement target.

17/10/2019WRO01800An Bord Pleanála Appeals

17/10/2019WRO01900328. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to change the law to ensure that all those lodging appeals to An Bord Pleanála 
can be clearly identified and that appeals in which there is no verification that the person exists 
at the address given can be automatically rejected; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [42793/19]

17/10/2019WRO02000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Legislative provision already exists to ensure appeals to An Bord Pleanála can identify appel-
lants and gives the Board the discretion to dismiss appeals.

Appeals to the Board are made under section 37 of the Planning and Development Act, 
2000, as amended (the 2000 Act), where an appeal is lodged the applicant must provide a name 
and address and pay the prescribed fee for the appeal. The appellants name is published by the 
Board on the weekly lists on their website www.pleanala.ie/lists/2019/new/index.htm, therefore 
the appellant is clearly identified.

Appellants to the Board must be a developer (first party) who sought the original planning 
decision from the planning authority or a third party who has made a submission on the original 
planning application to the planning authority regarding a proposed development. The process 
is set out on the Boards website www.pleanala.ie/appeals/appeal_guide.htm.

The procedure for making submissions to the planning authority in respect of an applica-
tion for planning permission are set out under article 29(1) of the Planning and Development 
Regulations, 2001, as amended (the 2001 Regulations), and requires the person making the 
submission to state their name and address and pay a prescribed fee. Under Article 29(2) of the 
2001 Regulations the Planning Authority shall acknowledge receipt of the submission with a 
document in the format of Form No.3 of Schedule 3 of the regulations. This form is an impor-
tant document and is required to be produced when making an appeal to the Board and provides 
a level of verification for Planning Appeals. 

The Board may, in its absolute discretion, hold an oral hearing under section 134 of the Act 
to determine whether to dismiss an appeal in the below circumstances. The Board at its discre-
tion can compel appellants to appear at the Oral hearing to make submissions.

Section 138 of the 2000 Act provides that the Board may dismiss an appeal at its absolute 
discretion where, having considered the grounds of appeal or any other matter to which, by 
virtue of the Act, the Board may have regard in dealing with or determining the appeal, the  
Board is of the opinion that the appeal or referral is vexatious, frivolous or without substance or 
foundation, or is made with the sole intention of delaying the development or the intention of 
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securing the payment of money, gifts, consideration or other inducement by any person.

17/10/2019WRO02100An Bord Pleanála Data

17/10/2019WRO02200329. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the percentage of appeals relating to non-residential properties in the past two years by 
province in which a decision of grant by the local authority was changed to a refusal, a decision 
of refusal was changed to grant and in which the decision stayed the same, respectively; his 
plans to change the law relating to the operation of An Bord Pleanála based on the evidence of 
these statistics; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42794/19]

17/10/2019WRO02300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Since the establishment of An Bord Pleanála (the Board) in 1977, planning legislation has 
clearly assigned final responsibility for decisions on planning appeals to the Board. The Board 
can decide to confirm, vary or reverse the planning authority’s decision.

The specific information requested is not available. However, the Board provides informa-
tion in its Annual Reports on the number of planning authority decisions (both granted and re-
fused) across all development categories which, when appealed, were either confirmed, varied 
or reversed. There is no specific break down available, for non-residential properties or other-
wise,  outlining where a decision to grant by a planning authority was changed to a refusal, or 
where a decision to refuse was changed to a grant. In 2017, the Board confirmed the decision 
of the planning authority in 22% of appeals received. In 2018, this figure rose slightly to 24%.  

The information in this regard for 2019 is not yet available; this will be included in the 
Board’s 2019 Annual Report. The information and other related statistics in respect of previous 
years are publicly available in the Board’s Annual Reports which can be accessed at the follow-
ing link: http://www.pleanala.ie/publications/index.htm.

Arrangements have been put in place by all bodies under the aegis of my Department to 
facilitate the provision of information directly to members of the Oireachtas. This provides a 
speedy, efficient and cost effective system to address queries directly to the relevant bodies. The 
contact email address for An Bord Pleanála is Oireachtasqueries@pleanala.ie.

I have no plans to amend the legislation regarding the operation of An Bord Pleanála at this 
time. 

17/10/2019WRO02400Planning Issues

17/10/2019WRO02500330. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to change the law to ensure that a person who has an authorised development can 
apply for retention planning even in cases in which an environmental screening or appropriate 
assessment would have been required if planning for the unauthorised development had been 
applied for in the first case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42796/19]

17/10/2019WRO02600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): A 
person that has an authorised development, which is authorised by way of a planning permis-
sion, does not require retention planning permission for that specific development. Retention 
permission is only required for unauthorised development, such as in circumstances where a 
development was, or is being, carried out without the required planning permission. 

In cases where a development requiring environmental impact assessment (EIA), screening 
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for EIA or Appropriate Assessment (AA) does not hold the requisite planning permission, and 
is therefore deemed unauthorised in this respect, a person can seek to regularise such a devel-
opment by way of the substitute consent procedure as set out in Part XA of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000 (as amended).

The substitute consent procedure was inserted into the 2000 Act, following the Judgment 
of the European Court of Justice in Case C 215/06, which found that the provisions of the 
Planning and Development Act 2000 (the 2000 Act) which permitted applications for retention 
permission for existing developments requiring environmental impact assessment (EIA), were 
contrary to EU environmental law. 

As a result of this Judgment, the 2000 Act was amended at section 34(12) to provide that 
planning authorities cannot accept applications for retention permission in respect of unautho-
rised development where that authority decides that if an application for permission had been 
made in respect of that development before it was commenced, it would have required a screen-
ing determination as to whether EIA was required, and/or EIA or Appropriate Assessment (AA) 
to be carried out. 

The Judgment in Case C 215/06 did recognise that EU law does not preclude the regularisa-
tion of unauthorised developments requiring EIA in exceptional circumstances, provided that 
this does not facilitate the evasion of EU environmental obligations. In this context, Part XA, as 
inserted into the 2000 Act, sets out the procedure for applications for substitute consent, which 
is a form of retrospective development consent. The substitute consent process involves the 
preparation of a remedial environmental impact assessment report or a remedial Natura impact 
statement, or both as appropriate. 

It is open to any individual who has not already been directed to do so by a planning au-
thority, to consider seeking leave from An Bord Pleanála under section 177C of the 2000 Act 
to apply for substitute consent.  Section 177D(2) of the 2000 Act sets out the matters to which 
the Board must have regard to in deciding to grant leave to apply for substitute consent, which 
includes that exceptional circumstances exist such that the Board considers it appropriate to al-
low the opportunity to regularise the development by way of substitute consent.

17/10/2019WRO02700Local Authority Housing

17/10/2019WRO02800331. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if a circular has issued to local authorities directing them not to build local authority hous-
ing in small villages and towns in sparsely populated rural areas such as CLÁR areas due to the 
fact they would be too car dependent, particularly in circumstances in which there is a demand 
for such housing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42797/19]

17/10/2019WRO02900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
No specific instruction or Circular has recently issued from my Department to local authorities 
regarding social housing provision in rural areas. As housing authorities, local authorities are 
responsible for the identification of the social housing need in their area and for the develop-
ment of appropriate responses to the need identified. 

The approach to providing social housing by the local authorities is dependent on the precise 
circumstances and location and they are best positioned to assess this, in line with guidance pro-
vided by my Department through the publication ‘Quality Housing for Sustainable Communi-
ties’, which is available at the following link: www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/migrated-
files/en/Publications/DevelopmentandHousing/Housing/FileDownLoad%2C1979%2Cen.pdf.
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Local authorities now have substantial pipelines of new social housing projects, ranging 
from larger scale developments to single rural dwellings. Details can be seen in the quarter-
ly Social Housing Construction Status Reports published by my Department. The most recently 
available report sets out the position at end quarter 2 2019 and is available on the Rebuilding 
Ireland website at the following link: https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-pub-
lishes-social-housing-construction-status-report-for-q2-2019-2/. 

I am pleased to see the progress being made on projects, building on what has been already 
delivered, but I am keen that all local authorities further accelerate their programmes and I have 
assured them that the necessary funding is available to support their work in this regard.

17/10/2019WRO03000Home Loan Scheme

17/10/2019WRO03100332. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if there is a provision in legislation to allow for persons who owned a home previously 
but no longer own it due to a marital separation to avail of the Rebuilding Ireland home loan or 
the help-to-buy-incentive; if not, if such changes to these schemes are being considered; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [42802/19]

17/10/2019WRO03200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan Scheme enables credit-worthy first-time buyers to access 
sustainable mortgage lending to purchase new or second-hand properties in a suitable price 
range, where they cannot obtain sufficient mortgage finance from a commercial lender. 

As with the previous local authority loan offerings, the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan 
is available to first-time buyers only. This is set out in the regulations governing the Scheme and 
ensures the effective targeting of limited resources. 

Applicants who are separated or divorced may be treated as first-time buyers, in accordance 
with the regulations, if they meet certain conditions, including: 

-  they are separated or divorced under a court order or by a separation agreement;

-  the property being purchased is the first property since leaving the family home;

-  they have left the family home and retain no interest in it; or

-  the other party has remained in the family home.

In meeting the conditions as set out above, in particular that the other party has remained in 
the family home and that the potential applicant has relinquished any rights they had over that 
property, no financial gain should have been made by the potential applicant in exchange for 
relinquishing their rights to the property in this manner. Were the individual to have made a fi-
nancial gain in releasing their rights to the property, such as being bought out by the other party 
who remains resident in it, they would be deemed to have been compensated for their interest 
in the property, and therefore not be eligible as a first-time buyer.

The final decision on loan approval is a matter for the relevant local authority and its cred-
it committee on a case-by-case basis.  Decisions on all housing loan applications must be made 
in accordance with the Regulations establishing the scheme and the credit policy that underpins 
the scheme, in order to ensure prudence and consistency in approaches in the best interests of 
both borrowers and the lending local authorities.   

The Help-to-Buy incentive is a matter for the Minister for Finance.
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17/10/2019WRO03300Social and Affordable Housing Provision

17/10/2019WRO03400333. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when an affordable housing scheme will be announced; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42803/19]

17/10/2019WRO03500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Part 5 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 was commenced in June 2018 to 
provide a statutory basis for the delivery of affordable housing for purchase. Regulations in 
respect of the making of Schemes of Priority were signed on 12 March 2019, and these were 
issued to local authorities on 22 March 2019.  The purpose of a Scheme of Priority is to set out 
the affordable purchase arrangements at local authority level.  This includes the methodology 
that will be applied by local authorities to determine the order of priority to be accorded to 
eligible households where the demand for such affordable dwellings exceeds the number avail-
able.  In line with the legal requirements of the Affordable Dwelling Purchase Arrangements, 
further regulations will be put in place over the coming months regarding eligibility and other 
matters. When the operational procedures for the scheme are finalized, and before affordable 
dwellings are made available for purchase under the scheme, a programme of communication 
will be undertaken by my Department and local authorities.

In order to support the delivery of affordable homes to buy or rent, the Government has 
committed €310 million under the Serviced Sites Fund (SSF), from 2019 to 2021 to provide 
infrastructure support for the delivery of some 6,200 affordable homes. To date, two calls for 
proposals have been made under the SSF, resulting in funding of €127 million, in support of 35 
projects in 14 local authority areas, being allocated for infrastructure works on sites that will 
support the delivery of almost 3,200 homes. Of these 35 projects, two of them are in Galway; 
one in Galway City Council and one in Galway County Council with the potential to support 
the delivery of a cumulative total of 125 affordable homes.

Details of all SSF funded infrastructure projects can be found on the Rebuilding Ireland 
website at the following links:  

https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-approves-10-local-authority-sites-af-
fordable-housing-serviced-sites-fund/.

https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-approves-funding-of-e84m-to-support-
delivery-of-1770-affordable-homes-under-the-ssf/.

The overall cost and the timing of delivery for these projects is contingent upon the comple-
tion of design, planning and procurement in the first instance, and local authorities are working 
to achieve delivery as quickly as possible. 

In addition to making discounted homes available for purchase, the Government is also 
committed to the development of ‘Cost Rental’ in Ireland. Under the Cost Rental model, rents 
cover the cost of delivering, managing, and maintaining the homes only, less both the profit 
margin seen in the private rental sector and any financial supports provided by the State/local 
authorities.  With the resulting rents significantly below market levels, this would mean that 
many households on moderate incomes will have access to a more affordable and stable form 
of rental tenure than would otherwise have been the case. 

In order to drive delivery, two early mover pilot projects are being advanced, one at Enni-
skerry Road, in Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, and the other at Emmet Road in Inchicore. In tan-
dem with these pilot projects, my Department is developing a national policy approach to Cost 
Rental for Ireland to ensure future projects can be delivered at a scale and in a manner that will 
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have the desired positive impact on the Irish housing sector. 

These new schemes are complemented by other key Government affordability initiatives, 
including the Rebuilding Ireland home loan and the Help to Buy Scheme.  In addition, the Land 
Development Agency’s initial portfolio of sites will have the potential to deliver 3,000 afford-
able homes and the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF) will support more 
than 2,300 affordable homes on mainly publicly owned lands, while 5,600 further homes will 
benefit from a LIHAF related cost reduction, some of which have already come on stream.

In overall terms, programmes are in place under which some 18,000 affordable homes or 
homes with a LIHAF related reduction will be delivered, with some 15,000 households already 
supported under the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan or the Help to Buy Scheme.

17/10/2019WRO03600Local Authority Staff Data

17/10/2019WRO03700334. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the detail of requests from local authorities for additional resources and staff to deal with 
the enforcement of the new short-term letting regulations; the amount granted to each local au-
thority; and the date from which those resources can be drawn down in tabular form. [42817/19]

17/10/2019WRO03800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department has been in regular contact with relevant planning authorities regarding the 
implementation of the new short-term letting legislation, both before and subsequent to its com-
mencement on 1 July 2019.  

In order for the new legislation to have the desired effect and achieve its objective of return-
ing much-needed accommodation to the long-term rental market, it is essential that relevant 
planning authorities adopt a pro-active approach to enforcement. This will add to the planning 
enforcement workload of the affected planning authorities, necessitating dedicated additional 
staffing and complementary resources.

In this regard, my Department wrote to planning authorities on 4 June 2019 seeking es-
timated resource funding requirements for the implementation and enforcement of the new 
provisions, to cover the period until the end of 2021. My Department wrote again to planning 
authorities on 2 July and 26 September seeking new or revised estimates following my desig-
nation of additional Rent Pressure Zones in certain parts of the country, which extended the 
application of the short-term letting provisions to these areas. The additional resources sought 
primarily comprise additional enforcement staff, but also include, inter alia, associated legal 
costs and IT costs.

Since then, further communication has taken place between my Department and all relevant 
planning authorities seeking clarification and refinement of the resourcing requests, as well as 
in relation to the practical implementation of the short-term letting provisions. 

Additional resources have been provided in Budget 2020 to support local authorities in the 
implementation and enforcement of the short-term letting provisions. My Department is engag-
ing currently with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in relation to securing the 
required sanctions to provide funding to local authorities in this regard. Subject to receipt of 
the aforementioned sanction, local authorities will be able to submit claims for recoupment of 
eligible expenditure in the latter part of 2019 and on a regular basis covering the period until 
the end of 2021. 

The following table shows the details of the requests received from each relevant planning 
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authority, including the estimated number of staff required, and the total funding requested to 
the end of 2021 to support the implementation and enforcement of the short-term letting regula-
tions.

Local Authority   Staff requested   Total funding requested   
Carlow County Council   2 €279,434.80 
Cork City Council   3 €346,100.76 
Cork County Council    3 €320,372.00 
Dublin City Council   13 €1,810,592.33 
Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council   4 €464,834.00 
Fingal County Council   4 €615,337.00 
Galway City Council   3 €471,116.00 
Galway County Council    4 €542,500.00 
Kildare County Council    4 €513,455.25 
Kilkenny County Council   2 €331,852.00 
Laois County Council    2 €195,000.00 
Limerick City & County Council    1.5 €186,170.25 
Louth County Council    2 €254,595.00 
Meath County Council   0 €0.00 
South Dublin County Council   3 €380,060.00 
Waterford City & County Council    3 €482,517.00 
Westmeath County Council    2 €157,220.00 
Wexford County Council   3 €311,000.00 
Wicklow County Council   3 €396,487.59 

17/10/2019WRO03900Capital Expenditure Programme

17/10/2019WRO04000335. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of capital projects that cost €100 million or more in the past five years; the 
cost of outside consultants for each of the projects costing €100 million or more; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42871/19]

17/10/2019WRO04100336. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of capital projects anticipated to commence in the next five years that cost 
€100 million or more; the expected cost of external consultants for each project; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42887/19]

17/10/2019WRO04200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 335 and 336 together.

My Department has not, either directly or through local authorities or bodies under our 
aegis, funded any individual projects in the past five years that cost €100 million or more. Nei-
ther does it anticipate having any such projects funded either directly or through local authori-
ties over the next five years. 

In respect of bodies under the aegis of the Department, it is expected that water services 
projects of this quantum may be funded through Irish Water in the next five years. Irish Water 
has established a team to deal with queries from Oireachtas members on issues arising in rela-
tion to Irish Water’s activities.  The team may be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@
water.ie or by telephone on 1890 578 578.  Alternatively, Irish Water provides full details of 
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their projects and plans to improve water and wastewater services on their website.  The details 
can be accessed at the following link: www.water.ie/projects-plans/.

17/10/2019WRO04400Wildlife Protection

17/10/2019WRO04500337. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
actions being undertaken or planned by her Department to protect native Irish species which 
may be currently under threat. [42677/19]

17/10/2019WRO04600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment is responsible for implementing the Wildlife Acts 1976 to 2018, the primary legisla-
tion underpinning the protection of biodiversity and nature in Ireland. The Wildlife Acts afford 
protection to a range of habitats and species and provide for regulation and control of activities 
that impinge on biodiversity, such as hunting and trade.  

The other main instruments provided for are the designation of Special Protection Areas 
(SPA) aimed at the protection of threatened species of birds and Special Areas of Conservation 
(SAC) aimed at protecting other animal species and habitats. 

My Department is also responsible for developing and publishing Ireland’s National Bio-
diversity Action Plan. The most recent Plan (Ireland’s 3rd) was published in October 2017 and 
includes a number of actions aimed at assisting local authorities throughout the country in their 
efforts to protect and conserve biodiversity in their areas. Local authorities undertake much 
valuable work in this sphere and several have produced local Biodiversity Action Plans which 
are an important element in the overall approach to halting biodiversity loss and protect native 
species and their habitats. 

My Department’s National Parks and Wildlife Service will continue to monitor and protect 
biodiversity through the implementation of the existing legislative framework and in particular 
will continue to protect and enhance the habitat and species within the designated European 
Sites. These comprise 439 Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) and 154 Special Protection 
Areas (SPA).

My Department advises on planning, forestry and EPA licence applications nationally. It 
also engages in wildlife surveys and monitoring, carries out stakeholder liaison and maintains 
its educational and awareness raising role with respect to vulnerable species and habitats. My 
Department also has a remit to comment on a variety of licences under the Wildlife Acts with 
the aim of helping to protect biodiversity.

In support of the work carried out by local authorities, I have made a commitment in the 
coming years to double the funding my Department makes available for local Heritage and Bio-
diversity Officers to implement biodiversity actions at local level and to tackle invasive species. 
A pilot grant scheme was introduced in 2018 to assist local authority led biodiversity projects 
and I am pleased that we have extended this scheme in 2019. 

I look forward to local authorities using the funding available  for projects aimed at tackling 
invasive alien species in their areas. Invasive alien species are a significant threat to our biodi-
versity and can also have significant adverse effects in terms of the cost involved in implement-
ing eradication or management measures. I want therefore to enable locally led works and also 
to raise awareness around invasive alien species and biodiversity matters more generally.

My Department is also preparing legislation to implement the EU IAS Regulation and this 
new legislation will strengthen and update existing legislative provisions around the manage-
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ment and control of invasive alien species in Ireland. This is another important measure to 
protect native species. 

Ireland’s Article 17 Report was submitted by my Department to the European Commission 
in April 2019. 

In Ireland, 85% of habitats are reported as being in Unfavourable status. The main drivers 
are agricultural practices which negatively impact over 70% of habitats, particularly ecologi-
cally unsuitable grazing, abandonment and pollution. The Unfavourable status of many habitats 
is not surprising as this is the reason they have been listed on the Directive.

My Department is engaged in a range of targeted activities to address these issues at region-
al, national and EU level, and also liaises with other departments, particularly the Department 
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, to implement policy and practices which will help tackle 
the drivers of biodiversity loss. 

The status of species is somewhat better: 57% assessed as Favourable and 30% assessed as 
being in Unfavourable status, with 72% demonstrating stable or improving trends while just 
15% demonstrated on-going declining trends. Progress is being made and a number of species 
such as bats, otter, pine marten and grey seal are doing well.

Recognising the need for a coherent cross-sectoral response to the biodiversity crisis, earlier 
this year I announced our ‘Seeds for Nature’, a range of commitments to be undertaken by pub-
lic authorities and other stakeholders to drive implementation of actions in the Plan.

Biodiversity underpins all aspects of our lives and society. Halting biodiversity loss is not 
simply a matter for a single agency or department. However, my Department is the lead for 
implementation of biodiversity policy in Ireland and takes this responsibility very seriously and 
will continue to work across a range of areas, engaging across sectors, to tackle biodiversity 
loss.

17/10/2019WRO04700Departmental Correspondence

17/10/2019WRO04800338. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she 
will provide a copy of all correspondence between her and-or her office and-or her advisers and 
the National Parks and Wildlife Service to date in 2019. [42783/19]

17/10/2019WRO04900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Na-
tional Parks and Wildlife Service is an integral part of the Heritage Division of my Department 
with a wide ranging remit. The compilation and provision of copies of all correspondence be-
tween me and or my office and or my advisers and the National Parks and Wildlife Service to 
date in 2019 will involve a very significant amount of time, resources and work.

If the Deputy would like to provide me or my office with details in regard to a particular top-
ic, my officials and I will endeavour to provide him with copies of the relevant correspondence.

17/10/2019WRO05000Maoiniú Údarás na Gaeltachta

17/10/2019WRO05100339. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta an 
gcuirfear tuilleadh airgid ar fáil d’Údarás na Gaeltachta, más ga, chun a chinntiú nach mbeidh 
aon mhoill ar chur chun cinn Pháirc na Mara i gCill Chiaráin, má fhaightear cead pleanála ina 
leith; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [42795/19]
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17/10/2019WRO05200Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): Mar is eol don Teachta, tá obair shuntasach ar siúl ag Údarás na Gaeltachta i réite-
ach na staidéir timpeallachta cuí don togra seo agus táthar ag súil iad sin a fhoilsiú don phobal 
sna seachtainí seo romhainn. Ag an am céanna, tuigim go bhfuil obair mhór déanta acu ar iar-
ratas pleanála a réiteach don togra a chuimsíonn leagan amach na páirce agus ar nithe ábhartha 
eile a bheidh ag teastáil chun páirc nuálaíochta mara den scoth a thógáil. In thaobh sin, tuigim 
go mbeidh ag chumas Údarás na Gaeltacht an t-iarratas pleanála a chur faoi bhráid Comhairle 
Chontae na Gaillimhe roimh na Nollag.

Maidir le cúrsaí airgid, cuirfear sonraí maidir leis an tsoláthar a bheidh ar fáil do Údarás 
na Gaeltachta ar fáil sna Meastacháin Athbhreithnithe do 2020 - a fhoilseofar roimh dheireadh 
na bliana. In thaobh sin áfach, agus mar a fógraíodh sa Cháináisnéis an tseachtain seo caite, 
gheobhaidh an tÚdarás leithdháileadh breise caipitil de €1m i 2020 chun an  leithdháileadh ar 
bhun-chaipiteal a thabhairt suas go dtí €10m, méadú de bhreis agus 11% le hais 2019. 

Ina theannta sin, beidh teacht ag Údarás na Gaeltachta ar mhaoiniú breise ó chistí éagsúla 
ón Roinn Gnó, Fiontair agus Nuálaíochta sa chás go dtarlóidh Breatimeacht gan ord gan eagar.

Ar ndóigh, ós rud é gur eagraíocht neamhspleách reachtúil í Údarás na Gaeltachta, tuigfidh 
an Teachta gur faoin eagraíocht féin atá sé breithniú a dhéanamh ar chonas is fearr is féidir leas 
a bhaint as an soláthar breise sin i gcomhthéacs na gcúramaí atá sainithe di, lena n-áirítear for-
bairt Páirc na Mara. 

Ar deireadh, ní miste dom a mheabhrú don Teachta, go bhfuil maoiniú caipitil de €2m 
faighte ag togra gaolmhar do Pháirc na Mara cheanna féin, MICD Páirc na Mara, comhfhiontar 
idir Údarás na Gaeltachta, Ollscoil na hÉireann Gaillimh agus Institiúid Teicneolaíochta na 
Gaillimhe – Mhaigh Eo, chun ionad nuálaíochta agus forbartha mara a fhorbairt ar Pháirc na 
Mara. Is faoin gCiste Forbartha Réigiúnach a ceadaíodh an tacaíocht sin i 2019.

17/10/2019WRO05300Capital Expenditure Programme

17/10/2019WRO05400340. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of capital projects that cost €100 million or more in the past five years; the cost of out-
side consultants for each of the projects costing €100 million or more; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [42864/19]

17/10/2019WRO05500341. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of capital projects anticipated to commence in the next five years that cost €100 million 
or more; the expected cost of external consultants for each project; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42880/19]

17/10/2019WRO05600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 340 and 341 together.

As indicated to the House in response to Dáil Question No. 658 of 1st October last, no capi-
tal projects completed by Department over the last 5 years have been valued at €100m or more.

I am also advised that my Department has no plans to undertake any capital projects for 
which exchequer funding greater than €100m is envisaged within the next 5 years.


