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      Questions Nos. 1 to 4, inclusive, answered orally.

Questions Nos. 5 and 6 resubmitted.

16/10/2019WRA00500Citizens Assembly

16/10/2019WRA006007. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Taoiseach if he will report on progress towards a 
citizens’ assembly on a directly elected mayor for Dublin. [38490/19]

16/10/2019WRA00700The Taoiseach: At its meeting on 11 June 2019, the Government agreed to the establish-
ment of a Citizens’ Assembly on gender equality and noted that a further Citizens Assembly 
would subsequently be established to consider the best model of local government for Dublin 
and, in particular but not exclusively, the issue of a directly elected mayor and his or her pow-
ers. 

The establishment of the first Citizens’ Assembly, on gender equality, was approved by Dáil 
Éireann on 9th July and Seanad Éireann on 11th July. The Citizens’ Assemblies Act 2019 pro-
viding for the use of the register of electors to select members for both citizens’ assemblies was 
subsequently enacted and signed into law by the President on 25th July.

At the same meeting in June, the Government agreed the establishment of a Dublin only 
Citizens’ Assembly to consider the best model of local Government in Dublin and, in particular 
but not exclusively, the issue of a directly elected mayor and his or her powers. A separate co-
hort of 99 citizen members will be selected solely from Dublin county for the Dublin Citizens’ 
Assembly.

It was agreed that the Assemblies would run consecutively, commencing with the Assembly 
on gender equality.

The Citizens’ Assembly secretariat is now up and running, a Secretary has been appointed 
and staff assigned.  

Dr. Catherine Day, former Secretary General of the European Commission, will serve as 
Chair of the Assembly on gender equality.  

Administrative preparations are underway with a view to convening a first meeting as soon 
as possible.

  Questions Nos. 8 to 10, inclusive, resubmitted.

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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16/10/2019WRA00900Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

16/10/2019WRA0100011. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his attendance at the 
UN General Assembly and UN Climate Action Summit. [39284/19]

16/10/2019WRA01100The Taoiseach: I travelled to the US on 22 September for events centred around the 74th 
Session of the UN General Assembly.

On Monday 23 September, I participated in the UN Climate Action Summit with Minister 
Bruton. I made a national statement outlining Ireland’s approach to climate action, including 
the Government’s commitments under the Climate Action Plan, our intention to ring-fence car-
bon tax revenue for climate action and just transition measures, as well as the climate aspects 
of our overseas development aid.

I represented Ireland at the High-Level Meeting on the UN Sustainable Development Goals 
on Wednesday 25, where I outlined Ireland’s approach to meeting the Goals.  I also met Prime 
Minister Ardern, President Macron, King Abdullah and other leaders at a meeting about the 
Christchurch Call to Action.  

While at the UN, I took the opportunity to have bilateral meetings with European Council 
President Donald Tusk and UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson to discuss the latest develop-
ments on Brexit. I also met a number of leaders to discuss Ireland’s candidature for a seat on 
the UN Security Council.

  Questions Nos. 12 to 32, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 33 to 40, inclusive, answered orally.

16/10/2019WRA01400National Broadband Plan Expenditure

16/10/2019WRA0150041. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the estimated cost of the national broadband plan once completed; the amount 
paid out to date; the estimated amount that will be paid between now and the completion of the 
project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42249/19]

16/10/2019WRA01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The National Broadband Plan aims to ensure that every home, school and business in 
Ireland has access to a high speed broadband services. The procurement process for the Nation-
al Broadband Plan has determined that the maximum cost to the State over the 25 year term of 
the contract will be €2.143bn, excluding VAT of €355m and excluding contingency of €480m.

The total amount spent to date on the NBP procurement process and subsequent evaluation 
of tenders is €28.236 million (including VAT).

In order to ensure that the State gets value for money and to minimise the cost to the taxpay-
er, the contract contains a suite of protections, including clawback provisions. These clawback 
provisions will apply where cost savings are achieved and to share in any future excess profits. 
The contract will also be subject to robust contract governance measures.

Following the Government decision in May to appoint NBI as the Preferred Bidder for 
the National Broadband Plan contract, work has continued on the due diligence necessary to 
conclude the contract. This process is progressing towards contract award, which is expected 
before the end of the year. The network deployment will commence shortly after that.
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  Questions Nos. 42 to 44, inclusive, answered orally.

16/10/2019WRA01800Climate Change Policy

16/10/2019WRA0190045. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when he plans to carry out early assessments of the social and employment im-
pacts of climate policies and identify the social protection needs in the changing industries in 
addition to the active labour market policies as recommended in the recent cross-party report 
of the Joint Committee on Climate Action; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[38878/19]

16/10/2019WRA02000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Climate Action Plan outlines many key features of our transition to a low carbon 
economy. For example it outlines that by 2030:

- Renewable Energy will be 5 times its existing capacity.

- Retrofitting of homes will be 10 times its present level

- Non-recyclable plastics will have been eliminated.

On the other hand it also highlights:

- the ending of the use of peat and coal in electricity generation

- the end of new sales of combustion engine cars

- the need to retrofit 500,000 homes to B2 standard.

All of these represent economic and social challenges to adapt, to change habits, to mobilise 
capital and to build new infrastructures. These challenges are reflected in both the recent budget 
and the National Development Plan.

The Climate Action Plan clearly recognises that reducing our greenhouse gas emissions has 
the potential to have a disproportionate impact on different groups in society. It is essential that 
the burdens borne across groups are seen to be equitable, and that everyone is making an ap-
propriate and fair level of effort. Enabling a just transition to a climate resilient and low carbon 
society, while protecting the most vulnerable in this process, is at the heart of the Climate Ac-
tion Plan.

In the recent budget a decision was made to gradually raise carbon price to €80 per tonne by 
2030 and to ensure that all of that money be used to support those least equipped to make the 
transition, to provide a just transition for those most exposed and to empower communities to 
make important changes. These include:

- An increase in fuel allowance

- doubling investment in retrofitting for low income families

- a package of just transition focused immediately on the midlands

- new support to accelerate the uptake of retrofitting, switch to electric and alternative trans-
port modes.

The Plan sets out an ongoing programme of work to assess the economic and employment 
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implications of the transition to a low-carbon economy and tasks the National Economic and 
Social Council (NESC) with establishing a Just Transition Review Group to identify specific 
transition needs among cohorts of workers, communities and specific groups of people. NESC 
will also prepare periodic strategic advice to Government on the Just Transition. The first such 
report is to be prepared by the end of 2020.

  Question No. 46 answered orally.

16/10/2019WRA02200Online Safety

16/10/2019WRA0230047. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the establishment of a digital safety commissioner. [42296/19]

16/10/2019WRA02400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): On 4 March 2019 I announced proposals for an Online Safety and Media Regulation 
Bill to tackle the spread of harmful online content and launched a public consultation to gather 
feedback on the proposals.

The public consultation closed on 15 April 2019. A wide a varied range of responses were 
received to the consultation, from members of the public, NGOs, industry and government 
agencies. These responses were published on 27 June 2019 and form a vital input into the devel-
opment of the Bill. Furthermore, a thematic analysis of the submissions identifying key themes 
and issues was published on 25 July 2019.

This Bill will set a clear expectation for online platforms to take robust steps to ensure the 
safety of the users of their service and will provide for the appointment of an Online Safety 
Commissioner as part of the regulatory structure overseeing the new system. It will also provide 
for the implementation of the revised Audiovisual Media Services Directive in Ireland, which 
sets out new EU rules for Video Sharing Platform Services.

My officials are currently pursuing an extensive programme of policy analysis to inform 
decision making around preparatory drafts of heads of the Bill. I intend to bring the draft heads 
to Government by end-2019.

While it would be impossible to protect people from every danger online, this Bill will 
ensure, for the first time, that robust regulation is in place and end the era of self-regulation by 
online platforms.

16/10/2019WRA02500National Broadband Plan Implementation

16/10/2019WRA0260048. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of plans for the roll-out of the national broadband plan; the activities to 
take place in 2019 and 2020 following the allocation in budget 2020 to progress the plan; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [42314/19]

16/10/2019WRA02700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Since the Government decision in May to appoint NBI as the Preferred Bidder for 
the National Broadband Plan contract, work has continued on the due diligence necessary to 
conclude the contract. This process is progressing towards contract award, which is expected 
before the end of the year. The network deployment will commence shortly after that.

The National Broadband Plan will bridge the digital divide that is emerging between urban 
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and rural areas. High speed connectivity has multiple potential positive impacts on the lives and 
livelihoods of citizens throughout the country. The National Broadband Plan will ensure that 
those benefits can be enjoyed by the 1.1 million people living in the Intervention Area. 

It will encourage and facilitate new models of service in Health, Education and in Enterprise 
and help communities to benefit from new economic activities. More people will be able to 
work remotely, receive services in their own homes, and have access to technologies that will 
make for smarter living, learning, farming and business.

The deployment of the network will quickly bring tangible benefits to those living in rural 
areas. In Year 1 communities will be able to avail of high speed broadband services at over 300 
Broadband Connection Points in rural locations around the country.

The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 home and business premises by the end of the second 
year, with 70-100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

No matter where a person lives in Ireland, the National Broadband Plan will ensure equality 
of opportunity to fully participate in the digital society

16/10/2019WRA02800National Broadband Plan Implementation

16/10/2019WRA0290049. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the progress made to date on the national broadband scheme; when contracts will 
be signed for the scheme and commence the roll-out of broadband; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42277/19]

16/10/2019WRA03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Since the Government decision in May to appoint NBI as the Preferred Bidder for 
the National Broadband Plan contract, work has continued on the due diligence necessary to 
conclude the contract. This process is progressing towards contract award, which is expected 
before the end of the year. The Bidder will commence the deployment of the network shortly 
after that.

The Bidder has indicated that the network rollout will take an estimated 7 years from the 
beginning of deployment. A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once the 
contract is signed. 

In the first year of roll out, approximately 300 Broadband Connection Points will be de-
ployed across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 Broadband Connection Points 
will be deployed in each county. Broadband Connection Points will provide a community based 
high speed broadband service, enhancing online participation and allowing for the establish-
ment of digital work hubs in these locations. 

The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises by the end of the second year, with 70-
100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

In parallel to the work of finalising the contract, I am considering the recommendations of 
the Joint Oireachtas Communications Committee report, which was published recently. I will 
bring my deliberations of the report to Government in due course.

My Department has also recently undertaken a mapping consultation to ensure that the State 
Intervention Area is up to date and reflects operators’ plans and the responses from household-
ers and businesses, with the outcome of this consultation informing the State Aid notification to 
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the European Commission in relation to the NBP.

16/10/2019WRA03100Warmer Homes Scheme Funding

16/10/2019WRA0320050. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the position regarding funding streams which are available to support home 
owners on low incomes to retrofit their homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42250/19]

16/10/2019WRA03300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Supporting home owners on low incomes to retrofit their homes is a priority for Gov-
ernment. 

The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme delivers a range of energy efficiency measures 
free of charge to low income households who meet the defined eligibility criteria and who are 
vulnerable to energy poverty. 

This scheme has evolved over time from a scheme which only provided basic insulation to 
now also offer much deeper retrofit.

The savings on the annual fuel bill of a home with a poor system will often be over €1000 
per year.

In 2020 a total of  of €52.8 million is being made available to retrofit the homes of people 
living in or at risk of energy poverty through the Warmer Homes Scheme. 

This represents the biggest ever allocation for the Warmer Homes Scheme – more than 
double the initial allocation for 2019. €13 million of this funding is ring-fenced revenue aris-
ing from the increase in the Carbon Tax. Providing a warmer, more comfortable home that is 
cheaper to run will protect these homeowners in the long term.

In addition we shall be working with DHLG to deliver an aggregated area based model of 
retrofitting in the midlands. €20m will also be dedicated to the creation of a new energy ef-
ficiency scheme as committed to in the Climate Action Plan. It will focus on upgrading much 
larger batches of homes in distinct, compact geographical areas and allow private homeowners 
to opt-in.

Lower income households will also be supported through the pilot warmth and wellbeing 
programme and better energy communities.

16/10/2019WRB00200Energy Efficiency

16/10/2019WRB0030051. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to address the significant deficit in funding to the SEAI for the deep 
retrofit of homes here in the context of 2030 climate action targets; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41404/19]

16/10/2019WRB00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Deep Retrofit Pilot Scheme was launched in 2017 as a time bound pilot to inves-
tigate the challenges and opportunities of deep retrofit in Ireland. The scheme, which is funded 
by my Department and operated by the SEAI, closed for applications on 19 July. The total bud-
get for the scheme this year is €10 million – double the amount spent on the scheme last year. 
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Almost €2 million has been paid in grants under the scheme so far this year. All applications 
received in advance of the July 19 deadline are being evaluated and honoured in line with the 
scheme terms and conditions.

While the Deep Retrofit Pilot is now closed to new applications, a number of other grants 
for energy efficiency works remain available. Information on these grants is available from the 
SEAI website. Since 2000, over 400,000 homeowners have received direct support under these 
schemes to improve the energy efficiency of their properties. This year €100 million has been 
allocated to these schemes.

The Government’s Climate Action Plan sets an ambitious target of 500,000 energy efficien-
cy retrofits by 2030. Achievement of this target will be supported by the Project Ireland 2040 
allocation of €3.7 billion as well as the range of measures identified in the Plan.

Budget 2020 has allocated €146 million for retrofitting homes and businesses. This will sup-
port the upgrade of 24,000 properties in 2020. This record level of investment is an important 
step towards realising the Government’s Climate Action Plan targets for building retrofits. 

16/10/2019WRB00500National Broadband Plan

16/10/2019WRB0060052. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the status of the national broadband plan; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [42299/19]

16/10/2019WRB00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Since the Government decision in May to appoint NBI as the Preferred Bidder for 
the National Broadband Plan contract, work has continued on the due diligence necessary to 
conclude the contract. This process is progressing towards contract award, which is expected 
before the end of the year. The network deployment will commence shortly after that.

The Bidder has indicated that the network rollout will take an estimated 7 years from the 
beginning of deployment. A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once the 
contract is signed. 

In the first year of roll out, approximately 300 Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) will be 
deployed across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed in 
each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, enhancing 
online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these locations. 

The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises by the end of the second year, with 70-
100,000 premises passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

In parallel to the work of finalising the contract, I am considering the recommendations of 
the Joint Oireachtas Communications Committee report, which was published recently. I will 
bring my deliberations of the report to Government in due course.

My Department has also recently undertaken a mapping consultation to ensure that the State 
Intervention Area is up to date and reflects operators’ plans and the responses from household-
ers and businesses with the outcome of this consultation informing the State Aid notification to 
the European Commission in relation to the NBP.

16/10/2019WRB00800Air Quality
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16/10/2019WRB0090053. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number and location of existing and planned air quality monitoring stations in 
cities and towns; and the actions he will take to introduce a national clean air strategy in 2019. 
[42294/19]

16/10/2019WRB01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Ambient air quality monitoring in Ireland is carried out in accordance with the re-
quirements of the 2008 Clean Air for Europe (CAFE) Directive (Directive 2008/50/EC) and the 
Fourth Daughter Directive (Directive 2004/107/EC of 15 December 2004). These Directives 
include rules on how Member States should monitor, assess and manage ambient air quality. 
Under the Directives, EU Member States must designate “zones” for the purpose of manag-
ing air quality. For Ireland, four zones were defined in the Air Quality Standards Regulations, 
2011. The zones in place in Ireland in 2017 are Zone A: the Dublin conurbation; Zone B: the 
Cork conurbation; Zone C: comprising 23 large towns in Ireland with a population of more than 
15,000; and Zone D: the remaining area of Ireland. Ireland established a nationwide network of 
monitoring stations which measure levels of air pollutants in the four zones. This information 
is delivered to the public in near real-time at www.airquality.ie

Following a review by the Environmental Protection Agency of air quality monitoring and 
information provision in Ireland, a decision was taken to develop a new National Ambient Air 
Quality Monitoring Programme which aims to enhance and build on current arrangements. The 
Monitoring Programme will more than double the capacity of ambient air quality monitoring 
in Ireland by 2022, and enhance the provision of real time air quality data to the public. My 
Department has committed funding of some €5 million over the lifetime of the programme. 

There are currently 45 monitoring stations in the network from which data is reported to the 
Commission under the Directives, at the following locations:

Carlow Town

Clare - Ennis

Cork - Cobh

Cork - Heatherton Park

Cork - Institute of Technology (CIT)

Cork - Macroom

Cork - South Link Road

Cork - University College Cork

Donegal - Malin Head

Donegal - Letterkenny

Dublin - Ballyfermot

Dublin - Blanchardstown

Dublin - Clonskeagh

Dublin - Davitt Road

Dublin - Dun Laoghaire
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Dublin - Finglas

Dublin - Marino

Dublin - Phoenix Park

Dublin - Rathmines

Dublin - Ringsend

Dublin - Rosemount

Dublin - St Anne’s Park

Dublin - St John’s Road West

Dublin - Swords

Dublin - Tallaght

Dublin - Winetavern St

Galway - Mace Head

Galway - Rahoon Road

Kerry - Valentia

Kilkenny - Seville

Laois - Emo

Laois - Portlaoise

Limerick - Peoples Park

Limerick - Shannon Estuary

Longford - Longford Town

Louth - Dundalk

Mayo-Castlebar

Mayo-Claremorris

Monaghan - Kilkitt

Roscommon Town

Tipperary Town

Waterford City

Wexford - Carnsore Point

Wexford - Enniscorthy

Wicklow-Bray

In addition, a further 26 monitoring stations are planned under the Ambient Air Quality 
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Monitoring Programme for the following locations:

Cavan Town

Cork - Cobh Carrig Hse

Cork - Mallow

Cork City - Traffic

Dublin - Balbriggan

Dublin - Pearse St

Dublin Airport

Dublin Port

Galway City - Traffic

Galway - Ballinasloe

Galway - Suburban Traffic

Kerry - Tralee

Kerry - Listowell

Kildare - Leixlip

Kildare - Naas

Leitrim - Carrick-on-Shannon

Limerick City - Traffic

Louth - Drogheda

Meath - Navan

Offaly - Birr

Offaly-Edenderry

Sligo Town

Tipperary - Clonmel

Waterford City - Traffic

Wexford Town

Wicklow-Greystones

The criteria for the location of monitoring equipment for each pollutant are set out in the 
Directives. 

This monitoring network is augmented by a number of other monitoring stations operated 
by local authorities which do not meet the criteria set out in the Directives but which provide 
additional useful information on local air quality conditions.
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In relation to the Clean Air Strategy, I refer the Deputy to the reply to Question No 450 of 1 
October 2019. The position is unchanged.

16/10/2019WRB01100Post Office Network

16/10/2019WRB0120054. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to ensure the future of the post office network; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42297/19]

16/10/2019WRB01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): An Post is a commercial State body with a mandate to deliver a postal delivery service 
and a viable post office network.

In November 2017, Government was presented with a future for An Post and the post office 
network that was uncertain and extremely bleak with a very real possibility that the company 
would go under. The potential for a complete shutdown of postal services with the loss of thou-
sands of jobs was undeniable. Immediate action was needed to ensure the survival of An Post 
and the post office network. 

As a result of the actions taken by Government, An Post has been able to construct and begin 
implementing a strategic plan for a sustainable future. Government remains fully committed 
to a sustainable post office network which is a key piece of economic and social infrastructure 
for both rural and urban areas. Reflecting its commitment to sustaining a nationwide post office 
network and daily mails service, a €30 million loan was provided by the Government to An Post 
to support the required transformation programme.

The An Post strategic plan includes measures such as investing €50 million in growing and 
modernising the post office network; splitting the company into two distinct business units, 
namely, An Post Mails and Parcels and An Post Retail; relaunching its parcel business following 
a breakthrough labour agreement; and diversifying and growing its financial service products.

Decisions relating to the Post Office Network, including plans for individual post offices, 
are an operational matter for the Board and management of An Post and I have no statutory 
function in relation to these issues. 

An Post has been diversifying and growing the financial services products it provides for 
individuals and SMEs to include loans, credit cards and more foreign exchange products; local 
banking in association with the major banks and a full range of State Savings products.

An Post recently launched two new dedicated sub-brands:

An Post Money offers an expanded range of financial services including credit cards, per-
sonal loans, current account (debit card) and multi-currency FX card across its network and 
through the website.

An Post Commerce provides expert e-commerce, mails and mail media solutions for do-
mestic and international businesses.

Government business is the backbone of the post office network. In April 2018 the Minister 
for Employment Affairs and Social Protection renewed her Department’s contract with An Post 
to provide pensions, child benefit and other social welfare payments at post offices. 

As part of its consideration of the financial position of An Post, the Government agreed that 
further opportunities for Government business through the Post Office Network, including the 
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payment of motor tax, should be explored. 

16/10/2019WRB01400Renewable Energy Generation

16/10/2019WRB0150055. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the steps being taken to minimise the time period to connect renewable generators 
to the grid in view of the fact there is a wait of over eight years for same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42158/19]

16/10/2019WRB01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The connection of renewable generators to the grid is an operational matter for the 
Commission for Regulation of Utilities in conjunction with EirGrid and ESB Networks and one 
in which I have no function.

A key commitment in the Climate Action Plan is the regulatory streamlining of renewables 
and grid development. A comprehensive set of actions (Actions 16 to 24) have been published 
for delivery by a range of agencies and include ensuring that ESB Networks and EirGrid plan 
the network and deliver on connecting renewable energy sources to meet the 2030 70% RES-E 
target. Specifically, the facilitation of additional hybrid connections operating in the electricity 
market to increase our RES-E penetration is required. In addition, delivery of a fit for purpose 
renewables connection policy is critical to deliver on renewable energy targets with annual re-
porting on the timelines of grid connection. 

Subsidy free renewable energy through corporate power purchase agreements provide a 
route to market for developers in the shorter term providing them with a real opportunity to 
boost Ireland’s renewable energy capacity in advance of the commencement of RESS. The 
Climate Plan commits to a 15% target for the renewable industry to develop projects through 
power purchase agreements. It is critical that the industry takes early action to meet this target 
in contributing to both our 2020 and 2030 targets at minimum cost to consumers. 

16/10/2019WRB01700Online Safety

16/10/2019WRB0180056. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the timeline for the introduction of legislation for a digital safety commis-
sioner; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42274/19]

16/10/2019WRB01900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): On 4 March 2019 I announced proposals for an Online Safety and Media Regulation 
Bill to tackle the spread of harmful online content and launched a public consultation to gather 
feedback on the proposals.

The public consultation closed on 15 April 2019. A wide a varied range of responses were 
received to the consultation, from members of the public, NGOs, industry and government 
agencies. These responses were published on 27 June 2019 and form a vital input into the devel-
opment of the Bill. Furthermore, a thematic analysis of the submissions identifying key themes 
and issues was published on 25 July 2019.

This Bill will set a clear expectation for online platforms to take robust steps to ensure the 
safety of the users of their service and will provide for the appointment of an Online Safety 
Commissioner as part of the regulatory structure overseeing the new system. It will also provide 
for the implementation of the revised Audiovisual Media Services Directive in Ireland, which 



16 October 2019

13

sets out new EU rules for Video Sharing Platform Services.

My officials are currently pursuing an extensive programme of policy analysis to inform 
decision making around preparatory drafts of heads of the Bill. I intend to bring the draft heads 
to Government by end-2019.

While it would be impossible to protect people from every danger online this Bill will en-
sure, for the first time, that robust regulation is in place and end the era of self-regulation by 
online platforms.

16/10/2019WRB02000National Broadband Plan Implementation

16/10/2019WRB0210057. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which the plans to provide high quality, high speed broadband in 
all areas nationally are progressing; when work on the relevant contract will commence; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [42232/19]

16/10/2019WRB02200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Since the Government decision in May to appoint National Broadband Ireland as the 
Preferred Bidder for the National Broadband Plan contract, work has continued on the due dili-
gence necessary to conclude the contract. This process is progressing towards contract award, 
which is expected before the end of the year. The Bidder will commence the deployment of the 
network shortly after that.

The Bidder has indicated that the network rollout will take an estimated 7 years from the 
beginning of deployment. A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once the 
contract is signed. 

In the first year of roll out, approximately 300 Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) will be 
deployed across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed in 
each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, enhancing 
online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these locations. 

The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises by the end of the second year, with 70-
100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

In parallel to the work of finalising the contract, I am considering the recommendations of 
the Joint Oireachtas Communications Committee report, which was published recently. I will 
bring my deliberations of the report to Government in due course.

My Department has also recently undertaken a mapping consultation to ensure that the State 
Intervention Area is up to date and reflects operators’ plans and the responses from household-
ers and businesses, with the outcome of this consultation informing the continuing engagement 
by the Department with DG Competition of the European Commission as part of the compli-
ance with State Aid rules.

16/10/2019WRB02300Energy Policy

16/10/2019WRB0240058. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the position regarding the introduction of a nationwide ban on smoky fuels; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [41406/19]
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16/10/2019WRB02500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Transitioning away from fossil fuels to more renewable, sustainable energy sources is 
at the heart of the Climate Action Plan.

Currently 40% of homes use coal and peat for heating (many in combination with other fos-
sil fuel heating systems). By 2030, we will upgrade a third of all homes to at least a B2 energy 
standard, installing approximately 400,000 heat pumps. Currently over 99% of our vehicle fleet 
is powered by fossil fuels. By 2030, nearly a million fully electric or hybrid vehicles (35%-
40%) will be on our roads. These measures will significantly improve air quality by reducing 
emissions of harmful pollutants. 

Extending the ban on the use of smoky coal would have a positive impact on air quality, 
particularly in built up areas. 

The ban on the marketing, sale and distribution of bituminous coal, or ‘the smoky coal ban’ 
as it is commonly known, was first introduced in Dublin in 1990, and subsequently extended to 
our major cities. 

Following a public consultation process, it was further extended in 2012, and now applies 
in 26 urban areas nationwide. The ban has proved very effective in reducing particulate mat-
ter and sulphur dioxide levels and has had the effect of significantly improving public health. 
Research indicates, for example, that the ban has resulted in over 350 fewer annual deaths in 
Dublin alone. 

Regarding the proposed national extension of the smoky coal ban, a number of coal firms 
have indicated that they would challenge the proposal of two former Ministers to expand the 
smoky coal ban. 

This is particularly disappointing, given the impact poor air quality can have on human 
health and the environment and the emphasis the Government is putting on transitioning to a 
low carbon society. 

The basis of their challenge is that a nationwide smoky coal ban cannot be introduced with-
out a nationwide ban on the burning of peat, turf and wet wood because these products produce 
similar levels of pollution. The legal threat is not only to take down any new nationwide ban, 
but to remove the existing ban which is currently in place in cities and many towns around the 
country. 

The Attorney General has provided legal advice on this matter. I am working with the At-
torney General to finalise a legally robust plan, which will improve air quality by reducing air 
pollution, without jeopardising the existing ban. 

I also intend to publish a Clean Air Strategy, which will set out a number of policies to im-
prove air quality nationwide in the coming months. 

My Department is also funding the Environmental Protection Agency’s roll-out of the Am-
bient Air Quality Monitoring Programme (AAMP), which will greatly improve the data avail-
able on air pollution in Ireland, facilitating the design and targeting of appropriate policy mea-
sures to tackle it.

16/10/2019WRB02600Electric Vehicles

16/10/2019WRB0270059. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he has considered the implications for rural areas of the target of 1 million 
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electric cars by 2030; if so, if it is planned to offer a range of additional incentives, particularly 
aimed at rural communities, to encourage motorists towards electric vehicle ownership as rec-
ommended by the Citizens’ Assembly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30435/19]

16/10/2019WRB0280064. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment his plans to enhance fast charging points for electric vehicles in counties Cavan 
and Monaghan; the grants available to owners of service stations nationally to enable them to 
develop high speed 100 kWh electric car fast charging points at their service stations; the grant 
supports in place for persons who wish to introduce a charge point at their home; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42251/19]

16/10/2019WRB02900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 59 and 64 together. 

The Climate Action Plan, which set a target of 936,000 electric vehicles on the road in Ire-
land by 2030, includes a range of actions to support the uptake of electric vehicles.

Budget 2020 provided €30 million in funding to my Department to support the uptake of 
electric vehicles through the purchase grants. In addition, €4 million was provided to support 
the installation of home chargers (including chargers in apartment blocks from early 2020) and 
€2 million to support the rollout of on-street chargers across the country via Local Authorities. 

There is a the wide range of supports already available to incentivise the uptake of electric 
vehicles including purchase grants, tax reliefs, home charger grants, accelerated capital allow-
ances for businesses, low motor tax and discounted tolls. Budget 2020 extended the benefit-in-
kind tax relief for battery electric vehicles to 2022 and the vehicle registration tax relief of up 
to €2,500 for plug-in hybrid electric vehicles to 2020. 

In August, I announced funding to support the rollout of up to 1,000 on-street public charge 
points for electric vehicles over the next 5 years. With the additional funding provided in Bud-
get 2020, support is available for up to 400 on-street chargers in 2020. All Local Authorities can 
now apply for funding to the SEAI for this support to develop on-street charging infrastructure. 

In addition, I approved funding of up to €10 million from the Climate Action Fund to sup-
port ESB ecars to develop a nationwide, state-of-the-art electric vehicle fast charging network. 
This project includes the installation of 90 high-power chargers each of which will be capable of 
charging two vehicles simultaneously, upgrading 50 existing standard chargers to fast chargers 
and replacing over 250 existing standard chargers with next generation high reliability models. 
This is a multi-annual project that will see investment across the country and is expected to be 
fully completed by 2022. 

Businesses, including service stations, can already avail of accelerated capital allowances 
for the purchase and installation of electric vehicle charging infrastructure. This enables busi-
nesses to invest in energy efficient equipment, including electric charging infrastructure, and 
write down the cost of such equipment in the year of purchase rather than over 8 years. 

Home charging is the primary method of charging for the majority of electric vehicles both 
internationally and in Ireland. Charging at home at night is the most cost-effective and eco-
friendly way to charge an electric vehicle. With a high proportion of homes, both in rural and 
urban areas, with driveways and dedicated parking spaces, Ireland has greater capacity for 
home charging than many other countries. A Government grant of up to €600 is available, via 
the SEAI, to the purchasers of new and second-hand electric vehicles to support the installation 
of home chargers. 
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16/10/2019WRB03000North-South Interconnector

16/10/2019WRB0310060. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he has had discussions recently with his counterparts in Northern Ireland on the 
proposed North South interconnector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42272/19]

16/10/2019WRB0320070. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the planning application in Northern Ireland in respect of the pro-
posed North South interconnector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42273/19]

16/10/2019WRB03300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 60 and 70 together.

The North South Interconnector is critical to improving the efficient operation of the Single 
Electricity Market and increasing security of electricity supply across the island of Ireland. It 
will also help us to move towards 70% renewable electricity. A resilient and well connected 
energy infrastructure is vital for Ireland’s economic wellbeing and the ability to respond to the 
future needs of energy consumers.

As I understand the situation in Northern Ireland, in January 2018 full planning permission 
was granted for the section of the line that lies there. Legal proceedings were taken against the 
planning permission and in February 2019 the Department for Infrastructure in Northern Ire-
land asked the High Court to quash the planning permission given so the planning application 
could be re-determined under new legislation introduced by the Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland in November 2018. On 24 July SONI/EirGrid submitted an addendum to the Environ-
mental Statement to the Department for Infrastructure. That Department subsequently carried 
out a consultation process in Northern Ireland to provide members of the public with the oppor-
tunity to review and comment on the addendum and is now reviewing the submissions received. 

Since the suspension of Stormont the office of the Minister for the Economy is vacant. How-
ever my officials have regular engagement with their counterparts on a range of North South 
issues.

16/10/2019WRB03400Just Transition Fund

16/10/2019WRB0350061. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the transitional projects that are envisaged by the budget 2020 announcement of spe-
cial funding for the midland region under the decarbonisation plan; and the additional supports 
that will be put in place (details supplied). [42301/19]

16/10/2019WRB0360069. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the outline of just transition plans for Bord na Móna workers in County Kildare 
following the announcement of the new fund as part of budget 2020; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42279/19]

16/10/2019WRB0370072. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the steps he is taking to protect employment in the midlands in view of the ceas-
ing of the PSO on West Offaly and Lough Ree power stations in December 2019; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41799/19]

16/10/2019WRB03800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 61, 69 and 72 together. 
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Ireland’s necessary transition away from carbon-intensive sources of energy, towards more 
sustainable, renewable energy sources, will have a significant impact on the workers in these 
carbon-intensive sectors, their families, and the Midlands as a whole. Government has commit-
ted to delivering a whole of Government approach, and to working with local stakeholders, to 
ensuring that a just transition is provided to those impacted by the transition to a low-carbon 
economy.

Further details of this comprehensive whole of Government response to support the region 
through the transition will be announced shortly. Budget 2020 includes a number of measures 
that form part of this response. These include:

- €6 million for a Just Transition Fund;

- €5 million for bog restoration and rehabilitation; and

- €20 million to deliver a new model to group housing upgrades. 

The Just Transition Fund will be initially targeted at the Midlands and will support retrain-
ing and reskilling workers and assist local communities and businesses in the Midlands to 
adjust to the low carbon transition. There will be further engagement with local stakeholders, 
including the Midlands Transition Team, on the application of the funding. 

The bog restoration and rehabilitation fund will support the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service to restore to their natural habitat 1,800 hectares of bog. This restoration will return these 
bogs to carbon sinks once more, which, over the next 5 years, will result in 28 million tonnes 
of carbon being stored. 70 jobs will be created in Year One, rising to 100 as the programme 
develops. 

The delivery of a new model to group housing upgrades together is set out in the Climate 
Action Plan. the €20m allocated in the budget will be targeted at the Midlands and will support 
an estimated 400 jobs directly and indirectly, as well as significantly upgrading the social hous-
ing stock in the region during 2020. 

I have also announced that a Just Transition Commissioner will be appointed. This Com-
missioner will engage with all relevant stakeholders in the Midlands, including Bord na Móna, 
the Midland Regional Transition Team, Trade Unions as well as the National Economic and 
Social Council (NESC). This appointment will be part of the Government’s Just Transition 
Plan, which is currently being led by the Department of An Taoiseach. Further details on this 
role will be provided as part of an announcement on the All-of-Government response to support 
the Midlands region through the transition. 

16/10/2019WRB03900Climate Change Policy

16/10/2019WRB0400062. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the implications for his Department of the recent UN Climate Action 
Summit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42164/19]

16/10/2019WRB04100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The UN Climate Action Summit, which took place on 23 September, was convened 
by the UN Secretary General to build momentum towards enhanced climate ambition by Parties 
to the Paris Agreement. This was preceded on Saturday, 21 September, by the Youth Climate 
Summit which I attended along with the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs. Ireland’s na-
tional statement to the Climate Action Summit, delivered by the Taoiseach, confirmed that the 
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Government would accept and act upon the advice from the Climate Change Advisory Council 
in relation to the future of oil and natural gas offshore exploration and recovery. In this regard, it 
was accepted that the exploration for, and the recovery of, new offshore oil reserves is not com-
patible with a low carbon transition, and that the exploration for, and extraction of new offshore 
gas reserves, can be consistent with this transition. I will shortly bring proposals to Government 
to set out the next steps in terms of how this advice is to be implemented.

Ireland also announced that all new revenue raised from the carbon tax will be ring-fenced 
to fund additional climate action, with a particular emphasis on protecting the vulnerable and 
ensuring a just transition, including protecting those most exposed to higher fuel and energy 
costs, and providing alternative opportunities for displaced workers. Specific details on how the 
additional carbon tax revenue will be used, and the specific schemes identified, were announced 
by the Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform in the Budget.

As part of the preparation for the summit on Youth Engagement and Public Mobilisation, 
Ireland and the Marshall Irelands jointly sponsored the preparation of the ‘Kwon Gesh’ (or 
“Solemn Duty”) climate pledge, which invites its signatories to give the younger generation a 
greater voice in creating climate policy. 

Parties to the summit were invited to make new commitments under a number of different 
themes, include climate mitigation; resilience and adaptation; climate finance and carbon pric-
ing; social and political drivers; energy transition; nature-based solutions; infrastructure, cities 
and local government; industry; and youth engagement and public mobilisation. Ireland has 
confirmed support for a number of initiatives under following themes set out as follows.

1. Mitigation Strategy Coalition

Ireland was included on a list of countries and non-Party stakeholders that demonstrated 
genuine leadership either by having developed plans to achieve net zero CO₂ emissions by 
2050, by having identified this target as a long-term national goal or by advancing consultations 
on a long-term strategy for climate-neutrality in line with the Paris Agreement. 

2. Resilience and Adaptation Coalition

- Call for Action: Raising Ambition for Climate Ambition

- InsuResilience Initiative

- Global Commission on Adaptation Agriculture Food Security Initiative 

- Africa Adaptation Initiative

- LDC Initiative for Effective Adaptation and Resilience (LIFE-AR)   

3. Social and Political Drivers Coalition

- Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment in Climate Action Initiative   

- Health as a Political Driver for increased Climate Ambition on Climate Change   

- Addressing the Impacts of Climate Change on Culture and Natural Heritage   

- Just Transition and the Creation of Green Jobs for All   

4. Energy Transition Coalition

- Decarbonising Shipping: Getting to Zero Coalition   
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- Three Percent Club for Energy Efficiency   

5. Nature-Based Solutions Coalition

- Nature Based Coalition

6. Industry Coalition

- Leadership Group for Industry Transition

7. Youth Engagement and Public Mobilisation Coalition.

A full list of the announcements and commitments made at the Climate Summit can be 
found at UN climate website at www.un.org/climatechange.

16/10/2019WRB04200Hydraulic Fracturing

16/10/2019WRB0430063. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment his views on whether the evidence that fracked gas is significantly worse for the en-
vironment, particularly in respect of methane emissions and other types of fossil fuels, and that 
actions or decisions by the Government that would allow the use of fracked gas here directly 
contravenes and undermines meaningful action on climate change. [42275/19]

16/10/2019WRB04400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I am aware of concerns in relation to some oil and gas exploration and production 
technologies, such as hydraulic fracturing, including unintentional methane gas leaks and vent-
ing or flaring of gas. In this regard, I instructed my officials to enquire from the EU Commis-
sion at the PCI selection process High Level Decision Making Body meeting in Brussels on 4 
October whether the implications of importing LNG to the European Union, from conventional 
and unconventional fracked sources, have been examined in terms of a sustainable, secure and 
competitive European energy policy. The Commission advised that it had launched a study on 
methane emissions and agreed with the need to link gas imports to the objective of a climate 
neutral economy.

The Government has a fundamental duty to protect Ireland’s energy security. As we move 
towards the target set out in the Climate Action Plan of 70% renewable electricity by 2030, 
natural gas will continue to be an important fuel in the transition away from coal, peat and oil 
to more sustainable sources of energy. 

I have initiated a comprehensive energy security review that will consider the electricity 
generation mix including the role for gas powered back up generation, battery storage and inter-
connection (both gas and electricity), and other ways to back up our power supply. The review 
will also consider, in a scientific way, how and from where fossil fuels are sourced during the 
transition to a carbon neutral economy once completed, I will publish the review and would 
welcome the consideration of the Dail and the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Climate Action.

  Question No. 64 answered with Question No. 59.

16/10/2019WRB04600Climate Action Fund

16/10/2019WRB0470065. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if the next round of climate action fund will go ahead in 2019 as planned and out-
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lined under the National Development Plan 2018-2027 tranche of Project 2040; and if it will 
be open to all organisations and not just public organisations, in view of the fact that the 2018 
funding allocation was exclusively provided to public organisations. [42302/19]

16/10/2019WRB04800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Climate Action Fund is one of four funds established under the National De-
velopment Plan 2018-2027 as part of Project Ireland 2040. The fund supports initiatives that 
contribute to the achievement of Ireland’s climate and energy targets in a cost effective manner. 
It also offers the potential for innovative interventions which, in the absence of support from the 
Fund, would not otherwise be developed.

The specific focus of the first call for applications under the Climate Action Fund was to 
provide grant funding to larger scale projects that are scheduled to commence development in 
2019 or 2020. That call was open to applications from the public and private sectors. 

Support from the Climate Action Fund is provided via a competitive process and all appli-
cations received by the deadline were put through the same assessment process. An Advisory 
Board was convened to oversee the project assessment and recommend projects to be eligible 
for support to the Fund to myself, as Minister, for approval. The Advisory Board is chaired by 
my Department, and includes representatives from other relevant departments and independent 
expert members.

The Climate Action Plan sets out that the next round of the Climate Action Fund will open 
in Q4 2019. 

My officials are working with the office of Parliamentary Counsel to finalise the text of leg-
islation which will repurpose the NORA levy. 

16/10/2019WRB04900Capital Expenditure Programme Implementation

16/10/2019WRB0500066. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the details of each State infrastructure project that is in development or is due for 
completion in 2019 in which it is in excess of the budget assigned to the project for its current 
stage to date. [39522/19]

16/10/2019WRB05100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Capital expenditure by my Department comprises in the main grant funding for the 
sustainable energy programmes administered by the SEAI, energy research, geoscience map-
ping projects, operational funding for the Department and Agencies under its remit and grant 
funding to Local Authorities under the landfill remediation scheme.

There are no infrastructure projects in development or due for completion in 2019 that are 
in excess of the budget currently assigned to the project by my Department.　

The Department will request the relevant bodies to reply directly to the Deputy with the 
information requested in respect of their organisations in relation to this request.

16/10/2019WRB05200Climate Change Adaptation Plans

16/10/2019WRB0530067. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the mechanisms he is considering to develop private finance models in support of the 
deep retrofit of residential buildings; and the way in which such financing might be expected to 
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operate with respect to the length of loans, interest rates and so on. [42276/19]

16/10/2019WRB05400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Government’s Climate Action Plan sets an ambitious target of 500,000 energy 
efficiency retrofits by 2030. Achievement of this target will be supported by the the range of 
measures identified in the Plan as well as the Project Ireland 2040 allocation of €3.7 billion. 
While this is clearly a substantial level of Government financial support, Exchequer investment 
alone will not be enough to meet the level of retrofit required. The overall targets could only be 
achieved by individuals making the decision to play their part in addressing climate change by 
investing their own money in upgrading their homes.

Actions 53 and 54 of the Climate Action Plan set out the high level steps that will be taken 
over the next year to identify and develop the appropriate financing schemes to enable people to 
invest in the energy efficiency of their properties. As mentioned in the Plan, a number of options 
will be explored including salary incentive schemes, green mortgages, on-bill financing, energy 
performance contracting, pay as you save schemes and low cost loans. 

I recently announced the establishment of a Retrofit Taskforce that will oversee the develop-
ment of a new national delivery model which will group homes together, create easy pay back 
mechanisms and develop financing options. Development of the new model will be informed 
by the experience from existing schemes in Ireland as well as best practice in other jurisdic-
tions. The first meeting of the Taskforce took place on 30 September.

16/10/2019WRB05500Illegal Dumping

16/10/2019WRB0560068. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the funding his Department is making available to help county councils deal with 
incidents of illegal dumping and fly tipping; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42252/19]

16/10/2019WRB05700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department has introduced a range of measures to target illegal dumping and 
strengthen waste enforcement generally. These include:

- The provision of an annual waste enforcement grant of €7.4 million to support the recruit-
ment and retention of 150 local authority waste enforcement personnel across the country;

- The establishment of Waste Enforcement Regional Lead Authorities to support and co-
ordinate local authority action at a cost of €1 million per annum;

- The establishment of a National Waste Enforcement Steering Committee, which facilitates 
the deployment of co-ordinated multi agency responses to illegal waste activity across the re-
gions.

In addition, my Department has developed the Anti-Dumping Initiative to encourage local 
authorities to work in partnership with community organisations to identify high-risk or prob-
lem areas, develop appropriate enforcement responses and carry out necessary clean-up opera-
tions. Since 2017, funding of €3.3 million has been made available which has supported more 
than 400 projects across all 31 local authority areas, remediating blackspots, while equipping 
local authority waste enforcement officers with the latest technologies available to tackle this 
problem.

I allocated a further €3 million for the 2019 Anti-Dumping Initiative, an increase of 50% on 
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last year, in order to continue to support communities around the country in their efforts. This 
funding is supporting over 280 projects, many of an innovative nature. Funds will be distributed 
to local authorities shortly and details of this year’s allocations and the projects funded during 
2017 and 2018 can be accessed on my Department’s website at: www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/envi-
ronment/topics/waste/enforcement/anti-dumping-initiative/Pages/AntiDumpingInitiative.aspx.

  Question No. 69 answered with Question No. 61.

  Question No. 70 answered with Question No. 60.

16/10/2019WRB06000Climate Change Policy

16/10/2019WRB0610071. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which Ireland plans to address the issue of climate change; the 
main pillars of the proposal, with particular reference to the extent to which the country can 
become less reliant on fossil fuel energy; the degree to which electricity generation can depend 
on alternatives such as wind, solar and hydro power; the percentage of total requirements now 
being met by such means; his projections for the future in this regard; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42233/19]

16/10/2019WRB06200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The recently published Climate Action Plan 2019 sets out for the first time how Ire-
land will reach its 2030 targets to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and put Ireland on the right 
trajectory towards net-zero carbon emissions by 2050.

In relation to the electricity generation sector, the Plan sets a target to achieve a 70% share 
of renewable electricity by 2030 and includes a number of actions to deliver this target, such 
as regulatory streamlining of renewables and grid development, development of the offshore 
renewables sector, implementation of the Renewable Electricity Support Scheme, and develop-
ment of an enabling framework for micro-generation. The Plan also commits Ireland to fully 
exit from peat and coal for electricity generation in the next decade. 

According to Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland data, the renewable electricity share 
of gross final consumption of electricity in 2018 was 33.3%, an increase from the figure of 
30.1% in 2017. Wind contributed 28.2% of this share.

Budget 2020 provides additional funding in 2020 for programmes delivered by my Depart-
ment to support the development and deployment of a range of renewable energy technologies:

- €3.7m to support installation of solar panels on homes

- €9.7m to support emerging technologies which harness the power of the Ireland’s ocean 
resources and research into how we can move away from fossil fuels, while ensuring energy 
security

- €5m to support the uptake of alternative fuels such as biomass in the heat sector.

  Question No. 72 answered with Question No. 61.

16/10/2019WRB06400Sustainable Development Goals

16/10/2019WRB0650073. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
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and Environment if a disability advocacy group will be considered as one of the listed SDG 
champions to drive forward SDGs in view of the number of persons living with disability; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [42281/19]

16/10/2019WRB06600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I would be more than happy to see a disability advocacy group take up a role as an 
SDG Champion. An important principle of the Sustainable Development Goals is that no one in 
society should be left behind or excluded, and the SDG Champions Programme should, there-
fore, be as representative as possible.

I launched an open call for expressions of interest to take part in Ireland’s first SDG Cham-
pions Programme in January of this year, and in September I was delighted to announce the 12 
organisations which have been selected as Ireland’s 2019/2020 SDG Champions.

The call for expressions of interest was open to all organisations in Ireland, including civil 
society groups and NGOs, and the 12 selected organisations represent a diverse group from the 
public, private and voluntary sectors who are all engaged with Sustainable Development initia-
tives.

The term for the 2019/2020 SDG Champions will run until September 2020, and I plan to 
announce a new group of Champions for 2020/2021 at that time. 

I intend to announce a call for expressions of interest in the 2020/21 SDG Champions Pro-
gramme in early 2020, in order to give organisations sufficient time to apply. That call will 
again be an open one, to which all organisations will be eligible to apply. I would encourage 
disability advocacy groups to apply under that call and I will instruct my officials to engage 
proactively with such organisations to facilitate applications.

16/10/2019WRB06700National Broadband Plan Implementation

16/10/2019WRB0680074. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Communications, Climate 
Action and Environment his plans to sign the contract for the complete roll-out of fibre to the 
home; and the timeline for delivering the plan to rural areas such as County Donegal (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42157/19]

16/10/2019WRB06900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Government Decision of 7 May 2019 means that it is intended to award the State 
Intervention contract to the final Bidder. This award is subject to contract close. The finalisation 
of financial closure and legal requirements are progressing towards contract award before the 
end of year.

The Bidder has indicated that the rollout of the NBP network will take an estimated 7 years 
to complete. The Bidder will publish a deployment plan after the contract is signed. 

In the first year of roll out, approximately 300 Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) will be 
deployed across all counties and between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed in each county. BCPs 
will provide a community based high speed broadband service, allowing for the establishment 
of digital work hubs in these locations. 

The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises by the end of the second year, with 70,000 - 
100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

With reference to County Donegal specifically, the following table indicates the most up to 
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date statistics for the county (Q2 2019):

County Name Premises within the 
NBP Intervention 
Area 

Premises within 
Commercial 
Operator’s Area 

Premises within eir 
planned rural deployment

Donegal 34,180 (33.48%) 66,800 (65.44%) 1,085 (1.06%)
The Deputy refers to premises in Donegal that are in proximity to eir’s high speed broad-

band deployment and that cannot avail of a service. This deployment is part of eir’s investment 
in high speed broadband to 300,000 largely rural premises, under a Commitment Agreement 
signed with my Department in 2017. 

While eir’s rural investment in high speed broadband services is an entirely commercial 
decision, in which I have no function, I fully understand the frustration of householders that are 
waiting for a quality broadband service. This underlines the need to start rollout of the National 
Broadband Plan’s broadband network as quickly as possible, so that all businesses and citizens 
can avail of the benefits of a high speed broadband service.

16/10/2019WRB07000Energy Policy

16/10/2019WRB0710075. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when a review of security of energy supply will be undertaken; and his plans to 
ensure that this assessment is carried out independently and transparently. [42295/19]

16/10/2019WRB07200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): As I previously advised the House, I have initiated the process of commissioning a 
comprehensive independent energy security review in the context of the transition to a carbon 
neutral economy. The review, which will be completed during 2020, will examinethe fuel mix 
necessary, including the role of gas in electricity generation, interconnection and battery stor-
age as back-up for renewables, to ensure security of supply. The review will also consider, in 
a scientific way, how and from where fossil fuels are sourced during the transition to a carbon 
neutral economy. Once completed, I will publish the review and would welcome the consider-
ation of the Dail and the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Climate Action.

16/10/2019WRC00200Defence Forces Funding

16/10/2019WRC0030076. Deputy James Browne asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if he will con-
sider creating an Army bereavement fund for ex-soldiers whose family members pass away; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42598/19]

16/10/2019WRC00400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): In addition to a 
range of State supports for families that suffer bereavement, the Defence Forces Benevolent 
Fund is also available for former members of the Defence Forces and their families. This fund 
was established to provide support to veterans of the Defence Forces who experience periods 
of difficulty, including family bereavement. 

Support is organised and distributed through committees of serving military personnel who 
are active in each of the formations of the Defence Forces, including the Air Corps, the Naval 
Service, 1 Brigade, 2 Brigade and the Defence Forces Training Centre.

The fund operates in a confidential and supportive manner to provide much needed support 
to military veterans, regardless of rank or length of service, and who are resident in the state 
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and overseas.      

While the Defence Forces Benevolent Fund operates as a fund within the Defence Forces, 
it works in close cooperation with the Veterans’ Associations, including the Organisation of Na-
tional Ex-Service Personnel (O.N.E.), the Irish United Nations Veterans Association (IUNVA), 
and the Association of Retired Commissioned Officers (ARCO).   

As there are a range of supports currently available, there are no plans to create a sepa-
rate Bereavement fund for former members of the Defence Forces. Every effort is made to 
ensure that those who have suffered a bereavement are made aware of the full range of supports 
available.

16/10/2019WRC00500Dublin-Monaghan Bombings

16/10/2019WRC0060077. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of the input by his Department into the ongoing outstanding requests with the UK 
Government regarding inquiries into the Dublin and Monaghan bombings; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [42449/19]

16/10/2019WRC00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): 17 May 
last marked the 45th anniversary of the appalling attacks of the Dublin and Monaghan bomb-
ings in which 33 people were murdered. The Minister for Justice and Equality, Charles Flana-
gan TD, represented the Government at the remembrance ceremony in Dublin. 

The Government stands in solidarity with all those who lost loved ones or were injured on 
that day, and who suffer still as a result of these bombings. 

The implementation of the All-Party Dáil motions relating to the Dublin and Monaghan 
bombings is a priority for the Government, as highlighted in the Programme for a Partnership 
Government. 

The All-Party motion on the 1974 Dublin Monaghan bombings adopted by the Dáil on 25 
May 2016 has, like those adopted in 2008 and 2011, been conveyed to the British Government.

These motions call on the British Government to allow access by an independent, interna-
tional judicial figure to all original documents relating to the Dublin and Monaghan bombings, 
as well as the Dublin bombings of 1972 and 1973, the bombing of Kay’s Tavern in Dundalk and 
the murder of Seamus Ludlow.

The Government is committed to actively pursuing the implementation of these all-Party 
Dáil motions. We have consistently raised the issue with the British Government on a bilateral 
basis, including at the British-Irish Inter-Governmental Conference on 8 May.

I and Minister Flanagan made clear to our counterparts at the Conference that the absence 
of a response from the British Government is of deep concern to the Government, and that there 
remains an urgent need for a response. 

The Government will continue to engage with the British Government on this request, at 
senior political level and in senior official level engagement by my Department, to pursue all 
possible avenues to achieve progress on this issue, consistent with the request made by this 
House and until a resolution is found.

16/10/2019WRC00800Northern Ireland
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16/10/2019WRC0090078. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will raise with members of the British Government the need to establish a comprehensive 
inquiry into the Birmingham pub bombings of 1974 as requested (details supplied), as these 
bombings caused the deaths of 21 innocent persons, and the need to have persons brought to 
justice for these heinous crimes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42550/19]

16/10/2019WRC01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): On 3 
October, I greatly welcomed the opportunity to meet on behalf of the Government with the rela-
tives of those who lost their lives in the 1974 Birmingham Bombings. 

The lives of 21 people were brutally taken in these appalling attacks for which there was 
never any justification. 

I conveyed to the families the Government’s enduring abhorrence of these attacks, which is 
shared by the Irish people. I expressed our solidarity with the families in their continuing search 
for those responsible to be brought to justice and account for their crimes.

I also acknowledged the significance of the families’ visit to Ireland, and the families spoke 
of their deep appreciation that President Higgins had welcomed them at Áras an Uachtaráin as 
part of their visit.

With regard to a possible public inquiry in the UK, it is important to note that a police in-
vestigation into the bombings remains open in Birmingham. I discussed with the families their 
views on how justice and the full truth of what happened to their loved ones could be further 
pursued. I conveyed that the Irish Government would remain engaged and supportive of the 
families’ continuing search for justice and truth, however that can best proceed in the UK.

On 4 October, I spoke to the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland regarding my meeting 
with the the Birmingham families and I conveyed their request for further engagement with the 
British Government on how justice and the full truth of what happened can be further pursued 
in their case.

The Government looks forward to keeping in contact with the Birmingham families as they 
continue this search with dignity and determination, 45 years after their loved ones were cruelly 
taken away.

The Government will also continue to engage with the British Government to seek urgent 
progress with the establishment of the legacy institutions of the Stormont House Agreement, to 
address the legacy of the past in a comprehensive way, in support of healing for victims’ fami-
lies and societal reconciliation across these neighouring islands.

16/10/2019WRC01100Good Friday Agreement

16/10/2019WRC0120079. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he discussed the Good Friday Agreement when he met with his UK counterpart. [42312/19]

16/10/2019WRC01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Taoiseach and I are engaged with our counterparts in the British Government on an ongoing 
basis in support of the Good Friday Agreement and to address current challenges. 

The Article 50 negotiations are conducted by the Commission Task Force with the UK. 
Throughout this process, the Taoiseach and I have actively engaged with the British Govern-
ment to underline the Government’s concerns about the impact of Brexit on the island of Ireland 
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and the imperative of protecting the Good Friday Agreement and the achievements of the Peace 
Process. This was a focus of the Taoiseach’s discussions with Prime Minister Johnson last week. 

I have underlined the requirement to protect the Good Friday Agreement in recent weeks in 
my meetings with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Julian Smith, the Foreign Sec-
retary, Dominic Raab, the Secretary of State for Exiting the EU, Stephen Barclay, and the UK 
Minister of the Cabinet Office, Michael Gove.

I am also continuing to engage with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland to work to 
secure agreement between the parties to get the devolved institutions of the Agreement up and 
running, meeting most recently yesterday, 15 October. 

The continuing absence of the power-sharing Executive and Assembly in Northern Ireland 
and the North South Ministerial Council is of grave concern for the Government, as it is for the 
British Government. 

People want the devolved power-sharing institutions up and running again to represent their 
interests and deal with the issues and challenges that Northern Ireland faces at present, not least 
the difficulties raised by the UK exit from the European Union. 

As well as the Assembly and Executive, the functioning of the North South Ministerial 
Council is also urgently required, to bring together the Executive and the Government to over-
see and develop co-operation on the island, and as a vital part of the Good Friday Agreement. 

The two Governments in addition meet through the British Irish Intergovernmental Confer-
ence, as the institution of Agreement that brings together to two Governments “to promote bi-
lateral co-operation at all levels on all matters of mutual interest within the competence of both 
Governments”. The last meeting of the Conference was in May, and a date for the next meeting 
is currently under consideration. 

The Government will continue to do everything possible to support continuing engagement 
and progress in discussions between the political parties, working with the UK Government in 
any scenario, as co-guarantors of the Good Friday Agreement.

16/10/2019WRC01400Northern Ireland

16/10/2019WRC0150080. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the progress in having the Assembly and Executive in Northern Ireland restored following his 
most recent talks with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42568/19]

16/10/2019WRC01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
continuing absence of the power-sharing Executive and Assembly in Northern Ireland and the 
North South Ministerial Council is of grave concern for the Government, as it is for the British 
Government.

I have engaged extensively with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland throughout the 
latest talks process, to encourage the parties to reach an accommodation. I remain in regular 
and ongoing contact with Secretary of State Smith as we continue to work to seek an agreement 
between the parties to get all of the institutions of the Agreement up and running again. 

All five political parties have engaged constructively in the talks process with that objective 
over the last number of months. Progress has been made across a range of important issues. 
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However, some key outstanding issues remain and finding final agreement on these issues will 
require genuine and courageous dialogue and leadership by the party leaders in Northern Ire-
land. 

The awful murder of Lyra McKee and the outpouring of public feeling that followed de-
mands a serious response at political level. People want the devolved power-sharing institutions 
up and running again to represent their interests and deal with the issues and challenges that 
Northern Ireland faces at present, not least the issues raised by the UK exit from the European 
Union, however this proceeds. 

The functioning of the North South Ministerial Council is also urgently required, to bring 
together the Executive and the Government to oversee and develop co-operation on the island, 
and as a vital part of the Good Friday Agreement.

In this context, the political parties, in particular the two largest parties, must live up to 
their responsibilities and be open to fair and workable compromises on the small number of 
outstanding issues, to secure the overall interests of people in Northern Ireland and to protect 
and operate the institutions of the Good Friday Agreement again.

This will be difficult, but the two Governments believe that this can, and must, be achieved. 

Accordingly, the Government will continue to do everything possible to support continuing 
engagement and progress in discussions between the political parties, working with the UK 
Government in any scenario, as co-guarantors of the Good Friday Agreement.

16/10/2019WRC01700Brexit Negotiations

16/10/2019WRC0180081. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the outcome of his most recent discussions with Mr. Barnier of the EU Commission on Brexit; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42569/19]

16/10/2019WRC01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I met 
with Michel Barnier in Brussels on 8 October to take stock of developments regarding the Task 
Force’s ongoing discussions with the UK. I also took the opportunity to have a discussion with 
him during the GAC Article 50 meeting in Luxembourg on 15 October.

During both meetings it was clear that Mr Barnier and the Task Force remain fully com-
mitted to the EU’s core objectives of protecting the Good Friday Agreement in all its parts, 
avoiding a hard border, including any physical infrastructure and related checks and controls, 
protecting North South cooperation and the all island economy, and protecting the integrity of 
the EU’s Single Market and Customs Union and Ireland’s place in them. Ireland and the EU’s 
shared position on these objectives remains clear and consistent. 

We welcome the intensified discussions that are currently taking place between the Task 
Force and the UK towards reaching an agreement. Although little time remains, a deal may be 
achiveable but it will be difficult.  It is important now that the focus is kept on achieving a deal 
that delivers for everyone. 

I and my officials will continue to engage  with the Task Force and our EU partners.

16/10/2019WRC02000Tax Rebates
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16/10/2019WRC0210082. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the tax 
refund available to farmers using green diesel following the recent rise in carbon tax affecting 
fuel and operating costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42399/19]

16/10/2019WRC02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In my Budget 2020 speech, I announced 
an increase from €20 to €26 in the carbon tax.  Following the approval of the Dáil, this increase 
has been applied to Mineral Oil Tax (MOT) rates for mineral oils used as auto-fuels (for cars 
and trucks) from midnight on 9 October 2019. All other MOT rates remain at their current lev-
els until 1 May 2020 when new rates will take effect subject to the enactment of the Finance 
Bill 2019.   

The current rate of MOT for marked gas oil (MGO), also referred to as “green agricultural 
diesel”, is €102.28 per 1,000 litres, comprised of a carbon charge component of €54.92 and a 
non-carbon charge component of €47.36 per 1,000 litres.  These rates did not increase from 
Budget night. From 1 May 2020 the MOT rate for MGO will be €117.78 per 1,000 litres, arising 
from the increase of the carbon component from €54.92 to €70.42; the non-carbon component 
will not change from its current level of €47.36 per 1,000 litres.  

When carbon tax was increased in Budget 2012, provision was made for a tax relief for 
farmers to compensate them for the increase. The statutory basis for the tax relief is section 
664A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997. It is available to individuals and companies that 
carry on a trade of farming and are entitled to claim an income tax or corporation tax deduc-
tion in respect of farm diesel.  Section 664A provides that a farmer may take an income tax or 
corporation tax deduction for farm diesel (including any carbon tax charged in respect of the 
diesel) and then a further deduction for farm diesel which is equal to the difference between the 
carbon tax charged and the carbon tax that would have been charged had it been calculated at 
the rate of €41.30 per 1,000 litres of farm diesel (the 2012 baseline). 

16/10/2019WRC02300Credit Union Data

16/10/2019WRC0240083. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 57 of 3 October 2019, the value of deposits and investments held by Irish credit 
unions in the United Kingdom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42361/19]

16/10/2019WRC02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Further to Parliamentary Question No. 
57 of 3 October 2019, I have been informed by the Central Bank that credit unions provide in-
formation on ‘Investments by Counterparty’ on their quarterly Prudential Return. Based on data 
provided by credit unions on the June 2019 Prudential Return credit unions hold c.€13 billion 
in deposits and investments with c. €1.8 billion held in UK credit institutions. 

The Central Bank has advised that under the Credit Union Act 1997 (Regulatory Require-
ments) Regulations 2016 (the 2016 Regulations), credit unions are permitted to invest in a 
prescribed list of investments including accounts in credit institutions and bank bonds issued 
by credit institutions (defined as a person authorised as same pursuant to Directive 2013/36/EU 
(CRD IV)).

Based on data reported by credit unions, the Central Bank is aware that a proportion of 
credit union investments are held with UK entities passporting into Ireland under this Direc-
tive. Post-Brexit, the UK will become a third country (non-EU) for the purposes of the CRD 
IV. In the event that passporting rights no longer apply to UK credit institutions as a direct 
consequence of the UK withdrawing from the European Union, credit union investments with 
those counterparties would no longer come within a permitted class of investment under the 
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2016 Regulations. Under such a scenario breaches of the 2016 Regulations arising would be as 
a result of circumstances beyond the control of individual credit unions.

The Central Bank issued a communication to credit unions on 16 October 2019 confirm-
ing that it is not expecting individual credit unions to take action on these investments now. 
The Central Bank proposes to put a transitional arrangement in place for such investments, if 
required, once it has clarity on the terms of a UK exit from the European Union.

16/10/2019WRC02600Budget 2020

16/10/2019WRC0270084. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance the first year and full year costs of 
changes announced in budget 2020 to schemes (details supplied). [42369/19]

16/10/2019WRC02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In Budget 2020 I announced policy 
changes to a number of taxation measures with the objective of supporting Enterprise, SMEs 
and the Agri-sector. This package of measures included the Key Employee Engagement Pro-
gramme (KEEP), the Employment and Investment Incentive (EII), the Special Assignee Relief 
Programme (SARP), the Foreign Earnings Deduction (FED) and the Research and Develop-
ment tax credit, amongst others. 

Details of the costs of these policy measures are provided in the following table.  

 Measure   2020 Cost   (€M) Full Year Cost 
(€M)

Key Employee Engagement ProgrammeEn-
hancements to the programme plus cost of 
measure in existing form

0.5 10

Employment and Investment IncentiveEn-
hancements to the programme

21 25 

Special Assignee Relief ProgrammeExtension 
in its present form until 31 December 2022*

0 20

Foreign Earnings DeductionExtension in its 
present form until 31 December 2022*

0  3.5

R&D Tax Credit - Enhancements to credit for 
small and micro companies- Increased third 
level outsourcing limit

0 23

The figures outlined in the above table are set out in Ireland’s Draft Budgetary Plan as sub-
mitted to the European Commission on 15 October 2019 and are reflected in the revised ‘Bud-
get 2020 – Tax Policy Changes’ book, as laid before both Houses on the same date.  

*As matters stand currently, this relief has a sunset clause of 31 December 2020.

16/10/2019WRC02900Employment and Investment Incentive Scheme

16/10/2019WRC0300085. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance the details of an updated cost of 
adapting the employment and investment incentive scheme following the changes announced 
in budget 2020 (details supplied) according to the new income tax relief rate and investment 
limit introduced in tabular form. [42370/19]

16/10/2019WRC03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I understand that the Deputy is refer-
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ring to the Budget 2020 change to increase the annual investment limit for the Employment and 
Investment Incentive (EII) from €150,000 to €250,000.  I am advised by Revenue that, taking 
that proposed change into account, the estimated cost to the Exchequer of increasing the annual 
investment limit to the amounts indicated by the Deputy is set out in the following table.

Proposed New Threshold Tax Cost €m
€300,000 0.13
€400,000 0.25
€500,000 0.37
€600,000 0.49
€700,000 0.61
€800,000 0.70
€900,000 0.78
€1m 0.86
€1.1m 0.94
€1.2m 1.02
€1.3m 1.10
€1.4m 1.18
€1.5m 1.26
€1.6m 1.34
€1.7m 1.42
€1.8m 1.50
€1.9m 1.58
€2m 1.66
The estimates in the table are based on actual 2017 investments and assume there are no 

behavioural changes resulting from the increased cap on the relief.

16/10/2019WRC03200Tax Credits

16/10/2019WRC0330086. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance the first year and full year costs 
following the changes announced in budget 2020 of equalising the earned income credit with 
PAYE credit. [42371/19]

16/10/2019WRC03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the first 
and full year costs of further increasing the Earned Income Tax Credit by €150, to equalise the 
level with the PAYE Credit, are estimated to be in the order of €20m and €35m respectively. 

16/10/2019WRC03500Tax Credits

16/10/2019WRC0360087. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance the first year and full year cost to 
the Exchequer following the changes announced in budget 2020 of the change to the research 
and development tax credit (details supplied) in tabular form. [42372/19]

16/10/2019WRC03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It is assumed that the Deputy is refer-
ring to the Budget 2020 change to increase the Research and Development (R&D) tax credit 
from 25% to 30% on qualifying expenditure for relevant micro and small companies. This 
measure is being introduced subject to State aid approval.
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I am advised by Revenue that the estimated cost of increasing the rate from 30% to the 
levels indicated by the Deputy, for micro and small companies only, is set out in the following 
table. These costs do not include the impact of any behavioural change.  

Proposed Rate for Small and Micro Compa-
nies   

Tax Cost €m   

31% 3.6 
32% 7.2 
33% 10.8 
34% 14.4 
35% 18.0 
36% 21.6 
37% 25.2 
38% 28.8 
39% 32.4 
40% 36.0 

16/10/2019WRC03800Stability and Growth Pact

16/10/2019WRC0390088. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Finance the impact of spending on social 
housing being classified as investment rather than expenditure as part of the EU fiscal rules; 
and the engagements he has had with the European Commission or EU Council of Ministers to 
make the case for such a reclassification to assist the State in dealing with the ongoing housing 
crisis. [42390/19]

16/10/2019WRC04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The reporting of government spending 
under the Stability and Growth Pact obligations is classified according to the European System 
of Accounts 2010 (ESA 2010) framework.

To avoid penalising spikes in government investment in Gross Fixed Capital Formation 
(GFCF), the European Commission allows this investment to be averaged over a four year pe-
riod. This means that only one quarter of the increase in GFCF will impact on compliance under 
the expenditure benchmark in that year. Basically, GFCF is smoothed over four years under the 
expenditure benchmark.

GFCF of general government consists of annual government investments, deducting dis-
posals, in fixed assets retained for its own use. Fixed assets are tangible or intangible assets as 
defined by and in accordance with ESA 2010.

Statistical classification is a matter for the national statistical institutes (NSI) in EU Mem-
ber States, subject to the oversight of Eurostat, the European statistical agency. For Ireland the 
Central Statistics Office (CSO) is the NSI. Both the CSO and Eurostat are independent in their 
statistical functions and I have no role in such matters.

The Government has allocated €6.6 billion for the delivery of social housing supports in the 
last four years. This is an unprecedented level of investment, which will allow Government to 
continue to respond to the significant increase in demand for housing supports while also pri-
oritising investment in the social housing programme.

Specifically in the area of social housing capital funding of over €1.1 billion has been al-
located to support the delivery of over 11,000 new social homes in 2020. A further 12,000 units 
will be delivered in 2021.
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An additional €80 million will be provided for the Housing Assistance Payment scheme 
next year. This funding will support the existing tenancies availing of the payment, as well as 
an additional 15,750 new tenancies in 2020.

16/10/2019WRC04100Tribunals of Inquiry Reports

16/10/2019WRC0420089. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the status of the investiga-
tion into the findings of the Moriarty tribunal; if he is satisfied that the findings will be acted 
upon; if further consideration has been given to the transmission to other agencies of informa-
tion obtained by the Revenue Commissioners under bilateral agreements; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42419/19]

16/10/2019WRC04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Moriarty Tribunal made a number 
of recommendations which affected a number of Government Departments.  As Minister for 
Finance, I can only respond in relation to the recommendations made in relation to my own 
Department.

As the Deputy will be aware, the tribunal pointed out problems to be addressed in our 
system of financial regulation.  Poor supervision, an overly-deferential attitude by regulators, 
poor assessment of risks and a lack of follow-through on enforcement, all played a part in the 
financial crisis.  I and my European counterparts have been working steadfastly since the fi-
nancial crisis to bring about strengthened oversight and resolution regimes. The entire financial 
services landscape has changed utterly, characterised by the presence of new European insti-
tutions; strengthened regulations; a more intrusive supervisory approach; and a new focus on 
macroprudential requirements.

New European regulations have strengthened controls over the banking system and have 
resulted in an overhaul of regulation, supervision and resolution regimes. The capital require-
ments’ regulation and directive, which came into force in 2014, brought about significant en-
hancements in the quality and quantity of capital that banks are required to hold and the setting 
of minimum liquidity requirements. 

The Banking Recovery and Resolution Directive (BRRD) and the Single Resolution Mech-
anism have transformed the framework for dealing with failing banks and are designed to pro-
vide a financial safety net and a means for recovery and resolution with minimum disruption to 
the sovereign. The overarching objective of the BRRD is to shift the cost of bank failure from 
taxpayers to shareholders and creditors of the institutions themselves. 

The Single Supervisory Mechanism (SSM) is now responsible for the prudential supervi-
sion framework for euro area banks. The central piece of the SSM supervisory process is the 
Supervisory Review and Evaluation Process (SREP) under which ECB led joint supervisory 
teams inspect business models, internal governance, profitability and banking risks.

All of these new regulations and institutional arrangements have been designed to address 
the challenges of banking oversight and resolution at a European level and provide for a pro-
active approach towards systemic and emergent risks at a European level.

Besides the introduction of new European and national regulations, the Central Bank too 
has increased its resources and has become more pro-active in addressing systemic risk.

In response to the Tribunal recommendations I considered the provision of tax relief for do-
nations to political parties and decided against introducing such relief. The Electoral (Amend-
ment) (Political Funding) Act 2012 provided for changes to the Electoral Act, 1997 and im-
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posed new limits for donations. Donations to individuals exceeding €600 must be declared and 
donations exceeding €1,000 in any one year may not be accepted. Political party donations 
greater than €1,500 must be declared and donations greater than €2,500 in any one year may not 
be accepted. These limits, in themselves, should act to deter any attempts by wealthy individu-
als to influence political activity.

Recommendation: Representations to Revenue by Office holders - 

In relation to this proposal, I remain of the view that this recommendation could best be 
considered in the context of the Government’s overall approach to political and parliamentary 
reform. Representations are a valid part of the political process. The Government may wish to 
consider whether this recommendation should be confined to Revenue, or to Office holders, or 
whether the Commissioners decision to publish data on the volume of representations made by 
each Deputy is an adequate response.

The Office of the Revenue Commissioners has advised in relation to the following recom-
mendations of the Moriarty Tribunal that:

Recommendation: Independence of the Revenue Commissioners - 

Section 101 of the Minister and Secretaries (Amendment) Act 2011 placed on a statutory 
basis the independence of the Revenue Commissioners in the exercise by the Commissioners 
of their statutory functions under the various taxation and customs enactments. This has given 
effect to the recommendation of the Report of the Tribunal into Payments to Politicians and 
Related Matters (that is, the report of Mr. Justice Moriarty), that the principle or convention 
of the independence of the Revenue Commissioners be placed on the more robust status of a 
legislative provision.

Recommendation: Transmission to other agencies of information obtained by Revenue 
under bilateral agreements - 

This recommendation has been considered. These agreements are international treaties 
which are very precisely drawn as to the purpose for which information may be used and would 
not permit such transmission. However, if opportunities arise in the future, the Commissioners 
will consider the matter further. 

However where, in the particular context of multilateral automatic exchange of information 
arrangements, specific circumstances arise on a case-by-case basis that would warrant Revenue 
considering requesting permission under those arrangements from the tax authority providing 
the information concerned to transmit information to another agency, Revenue will do so.

16/10/2019WRC04400VAT Rate Application

16/10/2019WRC0450090. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the VAT rate charged on food 
supplements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42482/19]

16/10/2019WRC04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The standard rate of VAT applies to 
food supplement products. Shortly after the introduction of VAT, Revenue allowed the zero rate 
to be applied to certain food supplement products (vitamins, minerals and fish oils). This con-
cessionary approach expanded as the market developed over the years and resulted in the zero 
rating by Revenue of further similar products, including products other than vitamins, minerals 
and fish oils.   
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Revenue has acknowledged that the scope of its concessionary approach broadened pro-
gressively over time to the point that it had become increasingly difficult to maintain an effec-
tive distinction between food supplement products that could benefit from the zero rate and 
those that were standard rated. Revenue acknowledges that this concessionary approach was 
unsatisfactory and led to diverging and inconsistent practices. There were continuous efforts 
by elements in the industry to expand its scope to include products that should be standard 
rated, including products claiming to enhance male fertility, promote hair growth, boost tan-
ning, avoid a hangover and reduce stress.

Following complaints from the Irish Health Trade Association (IHTA), Revenue conducted 
a comprehensive review of the VAT treatment of food supplement products, including getting 
an expert report on the definition of food for the purposes of the VAT Consolidation Act. The 
expert prepared a detailed, scientific report that concluded that food supplement products are 
not conventional food. Based on the expert report and its own legal analysis, Revenue conclud-
ed that the status quo was no longer sustainable. Following the review, Revenue engaged with 
my Department concerning policy options that might be considered in the context of Finance 
Bill 2018. The relevant legislation was not changed in Finance Bill 2018 and therefore Revenue 
issued new guidance in December 2018 which removed the concessionary zero rating of vari-
ous food supplement products with effect from 1 March 2019. The removal of the concession 
will only apply on a prospective basis and will not be applied retrospectively by Revenue.

Following representation from Deputies and from the industry, I wrote to Revenue outlin-
ing my plans to examine the policy and legislative options for the taxation of food supplement 
products in the context of Finance Bill 2019. Revenue responded by delaying the withdrawal 
of its concessionary zero rating of the food supplement products concerned until 1 November 
2019. This allowed time for my Department to carry out a public consultation on the taxation 
of food supplement products. 

The public consultation ran from 18 April to 24 May 2019 and sought input from a wide 
range of interested parties, including from health and nutrition experts and the Minister for 
Health. In total, 121 submissions were received. This included submissions from individuals, 
businesses, lobby groups and a political party. The results of the consultation were included in 
the recently published Tax Strategy Group paper on VAT. The options set out in the TSG paper 
are the only options available; either the standard rate is maintained, or the reduced rate is in-
troduced. 

I will announce the rate of VAT for food supplements with the publication of the Finance 
Bill 2019.

16/10/2019WRC04700Real Estate Investment Trusts

16/10/2019WRC0480091. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the recent move to close the 
revaluation loophole upon REIT cessation, section 705P requiring that the relevant REIT has to 
be in operation for over 15 years before it gets this preferential treatment, will be applicable to 
the sale of Green REIT to a company (details supplied). [42515/19]

16/10/2019WRC04900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Finance Act 2013 introduced the re-
gime for the operation of Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs) in Ireland. The function of the 
REIT framework is not to provide an overall tax exemption but rather to facilitate collective 
investment in rental property by removing a double layer of taxation which would otherwise 
apply on property investment via a corporate vehicle.
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A number of amendments were introduced to the REIT framework via Financial Resolution 
on Budget night. The purpose of these amendments is to ensure that the appropriate level of tax 
is being collected.

One such amendment corrects an unintended anomaly in legislation, whereby a distribution 
comprised of the proceeds of a property disposal was not subject to dividend withholding tax. 

In addition, an existing provision whereby a deemed disposal and re-basing of property 
values occurs should a company cease to be a REIT has been limited to apply only where the 
REIT has been in operation for a minimum of 15 years.  This is in line with the original policy 
intention of encouraging stable long-term investment in the rental property market.

In relation to the further details supplied, as the Deputy is aware, I am not at liberty, nor is 
it appropriate for me, to discuss the tax affairs of individual companies.

16/10/2019WRC05000Stamp Duty

16/10/2019WRC0510092. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the reason a stamp duty charge 
of 7.5% is not applicable in which a scheme of arrangement, in accordance with Part 9 of the 
Companies Act 2014, is used for the acquisition of a company. [42516/19]

16/10/2019WRC05200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Budget 2020 introduced a measure to 
impose a stamp duty charge where the acquisition of a (target) company is effected by means 
of a particular type of scheme of arrangement under Part 9 of the Companies Act 2014, which 
came into effect on 9 October 2019 by way of financial resolution.  This type of scheme of ar-
rangement involves the (target) company entering into an arrangement whereby it cancels its 
existing shares and issues new shares to the acquiring company. The shareholders of the target 
company are paid for the cancellation of their shares rather than for the shares themselves.  The 
usual stamp duty charge in respect of the sale or transfer of shares did not apply as this type of 
arrangement does not involve a conveyance or transfer on sale.  In contrast, a takeover of the 
target company by means of the direct purchase or transfer of its shares would attract a stamp 
duty charge at the 1% rate that applies to share sales or transfers.

The new measure applies stamp duty at the rate of 1% on the value of shares that are can-
celled as if an actual transfer of shares had taken place. It would not be appropriate to apply the 
stamp duty rate of 7.5%, which is the rate that applies to the sale or transfer of non-residential 
property, as the transaction is in substance the acquisition of a company’s shares which attracts 
a stamp duty charge at the rate of 1%.

16/10/2019WRC05300Stamp Duty

16/10/2019WRC0540093. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons who have 
applied for the residential development stamp duty refund scheme; the number who have been 
successful in their application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42521/19]

16/10/2019WRC05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 83D of the Stamp Duties Con-
solidation Act 1999 provides for a refund (through the Residential Development Stamp Duty 
Refund Scheme) of up to two thirds, where the rate of Stamp Duty paid on the transfer of non-
residential land is 6%, and the land is used to develop dwelling units. 

I am advised by Revenue that the number of persons that have applied for a refund under the 
Scheme (to 4 October 2019) is 721. Of these, 699 persons have received refunds. The applica-
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tions made by the other 22 persons are being processed.

Revenue has also advised me that more than one application for a refund under the Scheme 
can be received from the same person, for example an agent applying on behalf of multiple 
clients. The number of actual applications received (to 4 October 2019) is 835. Of these, 810 
applications have received refunds. The other 25 applications are being processed.

16/10/2019WRC05600Tax Code

16/10/2019WRC0570094. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Finance if he will hold an industry-wide 
retail export scheme consultation which will include a review of the €175 threshold that will 
apply to the VAT retail export scheme in the event of a no-deal Brexit; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42537/19]

16/10/2019WRC0580095. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Finance his policy in respect of the retail 
export scheme in particular the proposed €175 VAT refund threshold in the event the UK leaves 
the EU without a deal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42538/19]

16/10/2019WRC05900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 94 
and 95 together.

The Retail Export Scheme allows persons who are resident outside the EU and who make 
purchases of goods in the EU to avail of a refund of the VAT charged on these goods where 
the goods are exported from the EU by the tourist or traveller within three months of purchase. 
The UK will become a 3rd country and UK residents will become eligible for the scheme post 
Brexit. 

The Government’s intention is to provide reciprocal protection to the UK if they decide to 
restrict the introduction of their VAT Retail Scheme, in the event of a no-deal Brexit. However 
should the UK apply an unrestricted Retail Export Scheme, Ireland will not commence the 
precautionary sections, and an unrestricted VAT Retail Export Scheme will operate between 
jurisdictions. 

The proposed measures, while precautionary, were influenced by i) the potential for signifi-
cant Exchequer impacts as a result of the expansion of the schemes, ii) the potential impacts on 
Government health and welfare policies and iii) the potential risk of fraud in the application of 
the VAT Retail scheme.

16/10/2019WRC06100Drainage Schemes

16/10/2019WRC0620096. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 54 of 8 October 2019, the cost of the works; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [42358/19]

16/10/2019WRC06300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The targeted maintenance work carried out in the Meelick Weir area was com-
pleted in September, during the appropriate seasonal window for this type of work.  Work is 
currently underway for the appropriate management and disposal of the removed material.  The 
total cost for this work is currently estimated at €30,000.

16/10/2019WRC06400School Transport Provision



Questions - Written Answers

38

16/10/2019WRC0650097. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Education and Skills if Bus Éireann will be 
instructed to provide an urgent update on a case (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42368/19]

16/10/2019WRC06600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.  In the 2018/2019 school year over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with 
special educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary 
and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost 
of over €200m in 2018. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

Bus Éireann has been requested to provide a report on the  case referred to by the Deputy 
and further information will be provided to the Deputy once this report is received.

16/10/2019WRC06700National Educational Psychological Service

16/10/2019WRC0680098. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a child (de-
tails supplied) will receive an appointment for a specific assessment. [42412/19]

16/10/2019WRC06900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can inform the Deputy that 
my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service provides educational psycho-
logical support to all primary and post-primary schools. This involves direct support in the 
event of a critical incident, access to national and regional support and development work to 
build school capacity to support students, access to a NEPS psychologist for responses to que-
ries arising, and access to individual pupil casework via a NEPS psychologist or through the 
Scheme for the Commissioning of Psychological Assessments. (SCPA).

In common with many other psychological services and best international practice, NEPS 
has adopted a consultative model of service. The focus is on empowering teachers to inter-
vene effectively with pupils whose needs range from mild to severe and transient to enduring. 
Psychologists use a problem solving and solution oriented consultative approach to maximize 
positive outcomes for these pupils. NEPS encourages schools to use a continuum based assess-
ment and intervention process whereby each school takes responsibility for initial assessment, 
educational planning and remedial intervention for pupils with learning, emotional or behav-
ioural difficulties. Teachers may consult their NEPS psychologist should they need to at this 
stage in the process. Only in the event of a failure to make reasonable progress, in spite of the 
school’s best efforts in consultation with NEPS, will the psychologist become involved with an 
individual child for intensive intervention or assessment. 

This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually. It also ensures that children are 
not referred unnecessarily for psychological intervention.

Should the parents of the child, the subject of the Deputy’s question, have specific concerns 
about his educational progress I would advise that they should, in the first instance, speak to 
the Principal of the school concerned, with a view to raising these concerns with the assigned 
NEPS psychologist for the appropriate individual intervention.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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16/10/2019WRC07000Schools Building Projects

16/10/2019WRC0710099. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the remedial 
works required to deal with the pyrite issues in schools (details supplied); if students will be 
expected to vacate the schools when works take place; and the timeframe for same. [42346/19]

16/10/2019WRC07200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that any structural issues arising in a school building as a result of pyrite are being 
dealt with under my Department’s Emergency Works Scheme (EWS).  In this regard funding of 
€84,750.00 was spent on the second school in question in 2017. 

I can also confirm that both schools referred to by the Deputy have been instructed to pro-
cure consultants to draw up a scope of works and an estimate of costs to rectify the the pyrite 
issues.  This has been completed in one case and the school authority is liasing with the schools 
insurance provider regarding the works and my Department is currently awaiting the consul-
tants report pertaining to the other school.  Therefore the deputy will appreciate that as this mat-
ter is still being dealt with by external bodies we are unable to give a timeline for delivery of 
the works at present. Additionally, as we cannot yet confirm how the works will be carried out, 
we cannot say whether or to what extent the works will impact on the school.

In general if a school authority identifies any issues with a building that have been caused by 
pyrite, it is open to it to submit an application for funding under my Department’s Emergency 
Works Scheme. Application forms are available on my Department’s website.

16/10/2019WRC07300Schools Refurbishment

16/10/2019WRC07400100. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
a grant for the refurbishment of a school (details supplied). [42347/19]

16/10/2019WRC07500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will be aware, 
a building project for the school in question is included in my Department’s School Building 
Programme to be delivered as part of the National Development Plan (NDP). 

My Department has carried out a technical site visit to the school and is now in the process 
of formulating an accommodation brief for the building project. Once this process has been 
completed, my Department will be in further contact with the school Patron.

16/10/2019WRD00200School Enrolments Data

16/10/2019WRD00300101. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
provide the relevant departmental geographic information systems, GIS, data, that is, enrol-
ments and other relevant data which is mapped for the Finglas, Ballymun, Dublin 11, school 
planning area. [42348/19]

16/10/2019WRD00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data in a way that takes account of the significant 
local and regional variations in demographic trends and enrolment projections, my Department 
divides the country into 314 school planning areas, of which some 40 are in Dublin. 

Using school planning area boundaries within my Department’s Geographic Information 
System (GIS) allows data within those boundaries, including data for enrolments in schools, 
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child benefit and other relevant data to be added to the mapping information, grouped and ana-
lysed.  The GIS records the number of primary and post-primary schools within each planning 
area, the combined enrolments for all of the schools within each area, including total enrolment 
and enrolment in each class group, together with the relevant child benefit data for the area. 

In most areas, school planning areas were based on traditional school catchment areas where 
all primary schools were assigned to a post-primary feeder area (typically a population centre or 
town), containing one or more post-primary schools.  With the introduction of Small Areas in 
Census 2011, these feeder areas were amended to align with Census Small Areas. The current 
school planning areas take account not only of local groupings of schools, but also of natural 
boundaries, Census Small Areas and other local conditions. 

These school planning areas are used in the demographic exercise as a basis for the as-
sessment of areas of growth and to inform recommendations on the establishment of any new 
schools required in that school planning area. 

There are currently nine primary schools and one post-primary school in the FinglasE-
ast_ BallymunD11 school planning area as set out in the table.   

Roll_No School_Name Address_1 Address_2 Address_3
18038B ST MARGA-

RETS N S
ST MARGA-
RETS

CO.DUBLIN.  

18682F ST CANICES B 
N S

FINGLAS DUBLIN 11  

18683H ST CANICES G 
N S

FINGLAS DUBLIN 11  

19208F HOLY SPIRIT 
B N S

SILLOGE RD BAILE MUN-
NA

ATHA CLIATH 11

19209H SN AN 
SPIORAID 
NAIOMH C

SILLOGUE RD BALLYMUN DUBLIN 11

19430G SCOIL AN 
TSEACHTAR 
LAOCH

BALLYMUN 
ROAD

DUBLIN 11  

19431I ST JOSEPHS 
JNR

BALCURRIS BALLYMUN DUBLIN 11

19583I ST JOSEPHS 
SENIOR N S

ST JOSEPHS 
SENIOR NS

BALCURRIS BALLYMUN

20059V MOTHER 
OF DIVINE 
GRACE

HOLY FAITH 
NS

FERNDALE 
AVE

BALLYGALL

Post-Primary     
Roll_
Number__

School_Name Address1 Address2 Address3

60511O Beneavin De La 
Salle College

Beneavin Road Finglas Dublin 11

Details of the enrolments for each of these schools are available on my Department’s web-
site www.education.ie.

 A copy of the FinglasEast_BallymunD11 school planning area map is at the link. 
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[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-16_pq101-16-10-2019_en.pdf”>Finglas Ballymun</a>]

16/10/2019WRD00500School Staff

16/10/2019WRD00600102. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an appeal by a 
school (details supplied) will be examined in respect of the possible suppression of a teaching 
post; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42357/19]

16/10/2019WRD00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The key factor for determining 
the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the 
relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the 30 September 2018.  However, the staffing 
arrangements for primary schools includes the provision whereby schools experiencing rapid 
increases in enrolment can apply for additional permanent mainstream posts on developing 
grounds, using projected enrolment for the following September, in this case September 2019.

The school referred to by the Deputy was granted a developing post on the basis of projected 
enrolments on 30th September.  However, the school has not achieved the required enrolment 
to retain the developing post for the remainder of the school year.  The school has submitted 
an appeal to the October meeting of the Primary Staffing Appeals Board seeking to retain this 
post.  The Primary Staffing Appeals Board will meet shortly to consider staffing appeals and the 
school will be notified of the outcome of the appeal.

16/10/2019WRD00800School Staff

16/10/2019WRD00900103. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Education and Skills 
if a decision will be reviewed to suppress a provisionally granted developing post to a school 
(details supplied); if the details contained in the appeal will be taken into consideration; the 
impact such a decision will have on the school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42380/19]

16/10/2019WRD01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The key factor for determining 
the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the 
relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the 30 September 2018.  However, the staffing 
arrangements for primary schools includes the provision whereby schools experiencing rapid 
increases in enrolment can apply for additional permanent mainstream posts on developing 
grounds, using projected enrolment for the following September, in this case September 2019.

The school referred to by the Deputy was granted a developing post on the basis of projected 
enrolments on 30th September.  However, the school has not achieved the required enrolment 
to retain the developing post for the remainder of the school year.  The school has submitted 
an appeal to the October meeting of the Primary Staffing Appeals Board seeking to retain this 
post.  The Primary Staffing Appeals Board will meet shortly to consider staffing appeals and the 
school will be notified of the outcome of the appeal.

16/10/2019WRD01100Special Educational Needs Service Provision

16/10/2019WRD01200104. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that there are insufficient ASD units in mainstream schools to accom-
modate demand; his plans to deal with same; his views on whether establishing an ASD unit 
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in mainstream schools should be entirely at the discretion of the school, particularly in cases in 
which there is a high level of demand in the catchment area of the school; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [42382/19]

16/10/2019WRD01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The provision of education for 
children with special needs is an ongoing priority for Government.  Currently, we spend almost 
20% of the total Education Vote or €1.9bn on supporting children with special needs. 

The numbers of special classes, special education teachers and Special Needs Assistants 
are at unprecedented levels and so too is the number of children receiving support across the 
continuum that includes mainstream classes, special classes and schools. Our commitment is 
provide each child with an education in accordance with his/her need.

An additional 1,050 specialised places have been provided this school year, with 167 new 
special classes.  This brings the total number of special class places to over 9,700, almost a tre-
bling provision since 2011. Over 80% of these are ASD special class places. 

125 special schools also provide specialist education for students with complex special 
educational needs including ASD. These schools now provide over 8,000 places compared to 
6,848 in 2011.

Budget 2020 provides for an additional 1,064 SNA posts and 400 new special eductaion 
teacher posts to cater for new need next year.

Details of all special classes for children with special educational needs including special 
classes for Autism are available by county on the NCSE website www.ncse.ie 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a statutory function to plan and 
co-ordinate the provision of education and support services to children with special educational 
needs. 

The Council has well established structures in place to plan and coordinate special educa-
tion provision throughout the country. 

Normally, special classes are established with the full cooperation of the schools in areas 
where they are required

However there are some parts of the country where the Council faced challenges in getting 
schools and their Patrons to voluntarily agree to provide special class or school places.

I know that this has caused much anguish for parents and families involved. 

As Minister I have a power under Section 37A of the Education Act 1998 to direct a school 
to provide additional provision where all reasonable efforts have failed.

The legislation was used for the first time back in April in respect of the Dublin 15 area. 

We have made significant progress in a relatively short period with the opening 7 new spe-
cial classes and a new Special School that will provide 88 places for children with special needs. 

The new places will help these families and ensure that the children concerned have access 
to education.

The experience of Dublin 15 shows the real and practical challenges that can be addressed 
when opening new special classes and how we can resolve these challenges by working to-
gether and in partnership. 
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The NCSE is continuing its work at local level to ensure all children can access a suitable 
school placement for the forthcoming school year and beyond. 

As Minister, I would much prefer that schools provide the necessary places for children in 
their community.  Where this is not the case, I am prepared to use the legislation to ensure that 
children can access a suitable education.

16/10/2019WRD01400Schools Building Projects Expenditure

16/10/2019WRD01500105. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills the pro-
portion of the €670 million in budget 2020 for school buildings in 2020 that will be allocated 
to fixing the structural defects discovered in more than 40 school buildings built by a company 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42384/19]

16/10/2019WRD01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will be aware, 
my Department is liaising with the Chief State Solicitor’s Office and the Attorney General’s 
Office in relation to the on-going legal process related to the schools built by the contractor to 
which he refers.  He will also be aware that proceedings have issued in a number of schools to 
date.  The next date Court date is expected to be in October 2019.  For legal reasons, my De-
partment is not in a position, at this time, to provide any costs including legal, professional and 
other costs including construction and renovations costs to date.

16/10/2019WRD01700School Accommodation

16/10/2019WRD01800106. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason for 
delays being experienced in progressing a project to provide additional classroom accommo-
dation at a school (details supplied) in County Donegal; if his attention has been drawn to the 
impact the stalemate is having on the ability of the school to meet the accommodation and edu-
cational needs of students; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42386/19]

16/10/2019WRD01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to advise the 
Deputy that the Additional Accommodation project at the School to which he refers was ap-
proved to proceed to the Planning Application Stage in early October, 2019.

As responsibility for the delivery of the project has been devolved to the school, it is now a 
matter for the Board of Management to advance the project.

16/10/2019WRD02000School Accommodation

16/10/2019WRD02100107. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if correspon-
dence sent to him by a school (details supplied) in County Donegal has been received; when a 
response will issue; the actions that will be taken to remedy the situation with a view to improv-
ing accommodation at the school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42387/19]

16/10/2019WRD02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The correspondence to which 
the Deputy refers has been received in my Department and a response is in the process of issu-
ing. This correspondence raises issues in relation to the condition of temporary accommodation 
currently on site.

In this regard, the school authorities should submit an application to my Department for 
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consideration for replacement temporary accommodation in order to address their current ac-
commodation needs.  

The major building project for the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage 
of architectural planning, Stage 2(b) - Detailed Design, which includes the application for statu-
tory approvals and the preparation of tender documents.   

A replacement Quantity Surveyor has recently been appointed to the project who is cur-
rently working with the Design Team members on the completion of the Stage 2(b) submission 
which will incorporate NZEB requirements. 

The Department understands that the Design Team is currently finalising work on the Stage 
2(b) submission which is expected to be submitted shortly to the Department for review.  

Upon receipt and review of the Stage 2(b) submission the Department will be in contact 
with the school regarding the further progression of this project at that time. 

My Department has also received correspondence in relation to a suggested decant proposal 
during construction. The school has been advised that any proposals in relation to decant would 
need to be discussed in the first instance with the school’s design team and would then require 
the submission of a fully costed Brief Change Request by the design team to the Department.   

The Department understands from the school that it intends to have a meeting with the De-
sign Team to discuss further the proposals in relation to the decant. 

16/10/2019WRD02300School Enrolments

16/10/2019WRD02400108. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the severe shortage of secondary school places in Rush, County Dublin, in 
which over 100 students are on a waiting list for a school (details supplied); the steps he is tak-
ing to resolve the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42420/19]

16/10/2019WRD02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 
school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of 
sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level. 

Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter de-
mand in that area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department engages 
with each of the local authorities to obtain the up-to-date data on significant new residential 
development in each area.  This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure planning is 
keeping pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture with planned 
new residential development.

Where demographic data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such 
additional provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depend-
ing on the circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within  a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,
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- Provision of a new school or schools.

As the Deputy will be aware, in April 2018 the Government announced plans for the estab-
lishment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022). While the announcement 
did not include a new post-primary school for the area referred to by the Deputy, the require-
ment for new schools will be kept under on-going review and in particular will have regard for 
the increased rollout of housing provision as outlined in Project Ireland 2040. A new 1,000 pu-
pil post-primary school was established in 2013 to serve the Rush & Lusk school planning area 
and had an enrolment of some 650 pupils in 2018/19. 

As the Deputy will be aware, a building project for the school referred to by the Deputy is 
included in my Department’s capital programme to be delivered as part of the National Devel-
opment Plan (NDP). A site is being acquired by my Department for this purpose. In the mean-
time, my Department recently approved temporary accommodation for the school to meet its 
interim accommodation needs.

I wish to advise the Deputy that the current status of large-scale projects being delivered 
under project Ireland 2040 may be viewed on my Department’s website, www.education.ie and 
this information is updated regularly.

The Capital Programme also provides for devolved funding for additional classrooms, if 
required, for schools where an immediate enrolment need has been identified or where an ad-
ditional teacher has been appointed. Details of schools listed on this programme can be found 
on my Department’s website www.education.ie and this information is also updated regularly.

16/10/2019WRD02600School Catchment Areas

16/10/2019WRD02700109. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
pupils who can be enrolled in a new Educate Together post-primary school (details supplied); if 
the number can be increased; if the catchment area for the new school is Donaghmede, Howth, 
Dublin 13, Belmayne and Clongriffin; if the catchment area can be revised in order that children 
can attend the school nearest to them; the arrangements in place for the revision of school catch-
ment areas generally to take account of rapidly developing areas such as the Dublin city north 
fringe; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42442/19]

16/10/2019WRD02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 
school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of 
sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level. 

The school planning areas are used in the demographic exercise as a basis for the assessment 
of areas of growth and to inform recommendations on the establishment of any new schools re-
quired in that school planning area.  There are no current plans to revise school planning areas.

In April 2018, the Government announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools 
over the next four years (2019 to 2022),  including a new 1,000 pupil post-primary school to 
be established in 2019 to serve the Donaghmede_Howth_D13 school planning area. Patronage 
of the new school was awarded to Educate Together and the school opened in suitable interim 
accommodation in September 2019 pending delivery of the permanent accommodation for the 
school.
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New schools established since 2011 to meet demographic demand are required, in the first 
instance, to prioritise pupil applications from within the designated school planning area(s) 
which the school was established to serve.  This does not preclude schools from enrolling pupils 
from outside of the designated school planning area where they have sufficient places.

The question of enrolment in individual schools, including the setting of catchment areas, is 
the responsibility of the Board of Management on behalf of the school Patron and the Depart-
ment does not seek to intervene in decisions made by schools in such matters.

Section 29 of the Education Act, 1998 provides for an appeal by a parent or guardian to the 
Secretary General of the Department, or in the case of an Educational Training Board (ETB) 
school to the ETB in the first instance, where a Board of Management of a school, or a person 
acting on behalf of the Board, refuses to enrol a student in a school. Further information on the 
Section 29 appeals process is available on the Department’s website www.education.ie. The Ed-
ucation Welfare Service of the Child and Family Agency (Tusla) is the statutory agency which 
can assist parents who are experiencing difficulty in securing a school place for their child. The 
EWS can be contacted at 01-7718500.

16/10/2019WRD02900Schools Building Projects Status

16/10/2019WRD03000110. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
new school building for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [42445/19]

16/10/2019WRD03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that the building project for the school to which he refers is being devolved for deliv-
ery to Cavan & Monaghan Educational Training Board (CMETB).

The first step in this process is the execution of a Service Level Agreement (SLA) between 
my Department and CMETB. This is currently being arranged. 

Once the SLA is in place, the ETB will procure a Design Team for the project to design the 
buildings, obtain the necessary statutory planning permissions, and move the project onward to 
tender and construction in due course.

16/10/2019WRD03200Schools Building Projects Applications

16/10/2019WRD03300111. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a fund-
ing application by a school (details supplied); when the application will progress to the next 
stage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42451/19]

16/10/2019WRD03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 
2b – Detailed Design, which includes the applications for Planning Permission, Fire Cert and 
Disability Access Cert and the preparation of tender documents.  All statutory approvals have 
been obtained. 

The Department has recently authorised the Design Team to commence the pre-qualifica-
tion process to shortlist contractors.  Pre-qualification normally takes between 8 and 12 weeks 
to complete.

When pre-qualification is complete the project will then be progressed to tender stage.
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A  tender stage normally takes between 7 and 8 months to complete.

16/10/2019WRD03500Comhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus Gaelscolaíochta

16/10/2019WRD03600112. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to budget 
2020 the current and capital allocation to An Comhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus Gael-
scolaíochta in 2020. [42454/19]

16/10/2019WRD03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The overall allocation to the 
Department of Education and Skills was announced in Budget 2020 but the final allocation will 
not be decided until the Revised Estimates Volume (REV) is agreed between my Department 
and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform towards the end of the year. It is at this 
stage that current and capital allocations to individual budget line areas will be allocated for 
2020 and that will be subject to the 2020 REV being approved by the Oireachtas later in 2020.

16/10/2019WRD03800School Accommodation Provision

16/10/2019WRD03900113. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Education and Skills if maps of the cur-
rent school planning areas are available; and if a copy is available for use by schools. [42477/19]

16/10/2019WRD04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data in a way that takes account of the significant 
local and regional variations in demographic trends and enrolment projections, my Department 
divides the country into 314 school planning areas, of which some 40 are in Dublin.

Using school planning area boundaries within my Department’s Geographic Information 
System (GIS) allows data within those boundaries, including data for enrolments in schools, 
child benefit and other relevant data to be added to the mapping information, grouped and ana-
lysed.  The GIS records the number of primary and post-primary schools within each planning 
area, the combined enrolments for all of the schools within each area, including total enrolment 
and enrolment in each class group, together with child benefit data relevant to the area. 

These school planning areas are mapped on my Department’s GIS system and are used in 
the demographic exercise as a basis for the assessment of areas of growth and to inform recom-
mendations on the establishment of any new schools required in that school planning area.

New schools established since 2011 to meet demographic demand are required to prioritise 
enrolments from within the school planning area which the school was established to serve. 
This does not preclude new schools established since 2011 from enrolling pupils from outside 
of the designated school planning area where it has capacity to do so, rather it reflects the need 
to accommodate in the first instance the demographic for which the school was established. 

When the patronage process for new schools commences, maps of the relevant school plan-
ning areas are made available on my Department’s website.

The requirement on new schools established since 2011 to prioritise enrolment from a par-
ticular school planning area(s) does not apply to or impact on the majority of existing schools es-
tablished prior to 2011.

The question of enrolment in individual schools, including the setting of catchment areas, is 
the responsibility of the Board of Management on behalf of the school Patron and my Depart-
ment does not seek to intervene in decisions made by schools in such matters.
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16/10/2019WRD04100School Transport Eligibility

16/10/2019WRD04200114. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a child (details sup-
plied) can receive school transport in view of the circumstances; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42484/19]

16/10/2019WRD04300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.  In the 2018/2019 school year over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with 
special educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary 
and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost 
of over €200m in 2018. 

Under the terms of my Department’s School Transport Scheme for Children with Special 
Educational Needs,  children are eligible for transport if they are attending the nearest recog-
nised mainstream school, special class / special school or a unit, that is or can be resourced, to 
meet the child’s special educational needs under Department of Education and Skills criteria.

Eligibility is determined following consultation with the National Council for Special Edu-
cation through its network of Special Education Needs Organisers (SENO).

The School Transport Section of my Department has not received an application for the 
child referred to by the Deputy.

16/10/2019WRD04400Skills Development

16/10/2019WRD04500115. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to budget 
2020, the allocation to Skillnet Ireland in 2020. [42500/19]

16/10/2019WRD04600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
Skillnet Ireland is funded by my Department through the National Training Fund (NTF) to 
act as an enterprise-led support body dedicated to the promotion and facilitation of enterprise 
training and workforce development as key elements in sustaining national competitiveness.  
Its primary role is to increase participation in enterprise training by companies to upskill the 
workforce and provide greater access for workers to skills development.  

Skillnet Ireland operates a joint funding model where training is funded by combining con-
tributions from employers with Skillnet grants. 

Skillnet Ireland has been allocated €36 million in 2020, an additional €8 Million in NTF 
funding over 2019.  This increase was allocated to support 7,000 additional participants on 
Skillnet Ireland programmes including a new digital skills initiative to assist with ICT shortages 
across the country and an SME upskilling scheme to assist in addressing productivity issues of 
indigenous SMEs. Skillnet Ireland will provide training to 69,000 participants in 2020.

16/10/2019WRD04700Schools Building Projects Status

16/10/2019WRD04800116. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the stage a pro-
posed building project (details supplied) is at; when the project will proceed to the next stage; the 
timescale for the overall development; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42571/19]

16/10/2019WRD04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department understands 
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that it is the intention of the patron of the facility in question to engage with the local authority 
relating to the options available to progress the future development of the facility. My Depart-
ment has requested that it is kept informed of progress in this regard.

16/10/2019WRD05000Post-Leaving Certificate Courses Availability

16/10/2019WRD05100117. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress on the 
proposed PLC course at a school (details supplied); if his attention has been drawn to the fact 
that the proposed PLC course at another school has been postponed; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42615/19]

16/10/2019WRD05200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The Further Education and Training (FET) sector provides a broad range of provision at levels 
1 to 6 of the National Framework of Qualifications, to meet the needs of over 300,000 learners.

The Post Leaving Certificate (PLC) programme is the largest of the full time FET pro-
grammes with over 30,000 PLC places available annually.  PLC provision is planned at a na-
tional level by SOLAS and the vast majority of courses are delivered through Education and 
Training Boards (ETBs).  In the context of the annual planning of FET provision, it is a matter 
for each ETB to determine how best to distribute and plan the programme allocations to meet 
the further education and training needs of their area.

FET provision for Dublin 15 is planned by Dublin Dun Laoghaire Education and Train-
ing Board (DDLETB).  This year almost 2,697 PLC places were allocated to DDLETB and 
almost 7,201 PLC places were allocated to City of Dublin ETB.

I understand that as part of a plan to establish PLC provision in the Dublin 15 area, Dub-
lin and Dún Laoghaire Education and Training Board (DDLETB) worked with Blakestown 
Community School and Riversdale Community College to start delivery of a total of 3 PLC 
courses commencing in September 2019.  Following promotion campaigns which included 
leaflet drops, information sent to schools, website advertising and social media, the take up was 
slow in both schools.  Blakestown postponed start up until September 2020 and as only two ap-
plicants turned up to start in Riversdale, this college also decided to postpone and arranged for 
the two students to be accommodated elsewhere. 

DDLETB will continue to work closely with the Department and the community schools in 
Dublin 15 to support the establishment of PLC provision in 2020.

16/10/2019WRD05300School Patronage

16/10/2019WRD05400118. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to further 
develop partnerships between patronage bodies further to the recent example of a partnership 
between a community college and Educate Together in respect of establishing a post-primary 
school in Dublin 7; his plans to extend this model of school patronage to other educational pa-
trons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42616/19]

16/10/2019WRD05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school to which the Dep-
uty refers is under the patronage of City of Dublin Education and Training Board (CDETB). 

Partnership arrangements such as that referred to by the Deputy are a matter for patron bod-
ies in the first instance. I was happy to support the patrons’ proposal in relation to this particular 
school and another ETB school in Dublin 12 as it has the potential to enhance the available op-
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tions for parents in these areas and it may prove to be a model that can be applied elsewhere. My 
Department will engage with the bodies concerned and I look forward to monitoring progress.

16/10/2019WRD05600School Accommodation Provision

16/10/2019WRD05700119. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an analysis has 
been conducted of the demand for primary school places in the Dublin 15 and Navan Road 
areas; his plans to ensure there is a sufficient number of primary school places in the Dublin 15 
and Navan Road areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42617/19]

16/10/2019WRD05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 
school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of 
sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level. 

Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter de-
mand in that area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department engages 
with each of the local authorities to obtain the up-to-date data on significant new residential 
development in each area.  This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure planning is 
keeping pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture with planned 
new residential development.

Where data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such additional 
provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depending on the 
circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

The following new primary schools were established in recent years to serve school plan-
ning areas in Dublin 15:

- a new 16 classroom primary school established in 2011 to serve the Blanchardstown_
West_D15 school planning area;

- a new 16 classroom primary school established in 2011 to serve the Mulhuddart_Tyrell-
stown_D15 school planning area;

- a new 16 classroom primary school established in 2012 to serve the Mulhuddart_Tyrell-
stown_D15 school planning area;

- a new 16 classroom primary school established in 2015 to serve the Pelletstown area; and

- a new 16 classroom primary school established in 2017 to serve the Scribblestown_Finglas 
West  school planning area.

As the Deputy will be aware, in April 2018 the Government announced plans for the estab-
lishment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022). The requirement for new 
schools will be kept under on-going review and in particular will have regard for the increased 
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rollout of housing provision as outlined in Project Ireland 2040. My Department will also con-
tinue to monitor areas where the accommodation of existing schools may need to be expanded 
in order to meet the needs of the local population.

16/10/2019WRD05900School Accommodation Provision

16/10/2019WRD06000120. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an analysis has 
been conducted of the demand for post-primary school places in the Dublin 15 and Navan Road 
areas, particularly in the areas of Diswellstown and Pelletstown; his plans to ensure there is a 
sufficient number of post-primary school places in the Dublin 15 and Navan Road areas; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [42618/19]

16/10/2019WRD06100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 
school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of 
sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level. 

Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter de-
mand in that area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department engages 
with each of the local authorities to obtain the up-to-date data on significant new residential 
development in each area.  This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure planning is 
keeping pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture with planned 
new residential development.

Where data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such additional 
provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depending on the 
circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

The following new post-primary schools were established in recent years to serve school 
planning areas in Dublin 15:

- a new 1,000 pupil post-primary school established in 2017 to serve the Carpenterstown_
D15 & Castleknock_D15 school planning areas as a regional solution;

- a new 1,000 pupil post-primary school established in 2014 to serve the Blanchardstown_
West_D15 school planning area; and

- a new 1,000 pupil post-primary school established in 2014 to serve the Mulhuddart_Tyrell-
stown_D15  school planning area.

As the Deputy will be aware, in April 2018 the Government announced plans for the estab-
lishment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022) including a new 1,000 pupil 
post-primary school to be established in 2020 to serve the adjacent Blanchardstown_West_
Dublin15 and BlanchardstownVge_Dublin15 school planning areas as a regional solution.

The requirement for new schools will be kept under on-going review and in particular will 
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have regard for the increased rollout of housing provision as outlined in Project Ireland 2040. 
My Department will also continue to monitor areas where the accommodation of existing 
schools may need to be expanded in order to meet the needs of the local population.

16/10/2019WRD06200Schools Building Projects Status

16/10/2019WRD06300121. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress on a 
permanent school building for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [42619/19]

16/10/2019WRD06400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The procurement process for 
a bundle of projects is due to commence in the coming weeks with the publication of a contract 
notice to determine a shortlist of interested contractors.  The new school building for the school 
referred to by the Deputy is part of this bundle of projects.

The procurement process (and the associated tendering to short-listed contractors) for this 
bundle of projects will be ongoing during Q4 2019 and Q1 2020.

It is anticipated that construction of this school building project will commence in Q2 2020. 
A phased construction programme is planned to facilitate occupation of the new permanent 
school building by end 2020/early 2021.

My Department is well aware of the urgency of this project and the issues in relation to it’s 
current temporary location and will be working with the school authorities in relation to solu-
tions for same.

16/10/2019WRD06500Special Educational Needs Service Provision

16/10/2019WRD06600122. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the planned 
special school (details supplied) in Dublin 15 will officially open; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42620/19]

16/10/2019WRD06700124. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to provide 
the proposed special school in Dublin 15 (details supplied) with a full-time behavioural thera-
pist, occupational therapist and speech and language therapist; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42622/19]

16/10/2019WRD06800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 122 and 124 together.

The new Danu Community Special School in Dublin 15, under the patronage of Dublin 
and Dun Laoghaire ETB has been established and will be catering for up to 40 students with 
complex needs. 

A lot of work has been done over recent months including recruitment of teachers and SNAs 
and attendance at training. Danu Special School has now commenced the enrolment and transi-
tion process with a view to children starting in school after the mid-term break. 

As the placements in the school come on stream over coming weeks, the NCSE will work 
closely with the School and keep in regular contact with the Parents of the children concerned.

The Home Tuition Grant is available to Parents in the interim. 
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I am anxious that the Principal, teachers, SNAs and other staff in the new school are appro-
priately supported during the challenging start-up terms. 

My Department, through NEPS, the Inspectorate, the NCSE and in collaboration with the 
Middletown Centre for Autism developed a programme of professional support for the staff in 
this new special school. 

This programme includes a period of intensive upskilling before the students commence 
school which has been delivered to the staff of Danu Special School. 

This will be followed by ongoing mentoring, coaching and in-school support during through-
out the school year.

The NCSE and National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) have committed to en-
suring that provision is in place to support the new school throughout the school year.

NEPS psychologists take a holistic, developmental perspective which considers the broad 
context of the needs of the student.  NEPS has increased the time allocation for the psycholo-
gist assigned to Danu community special school to a level which is three times that which is 
normally afforded to a special school of a similar size.  Furthermore, the NEPS psychologist 
assigned to the school has a background in ASD and additional training in behavioural support.  
The purpose of this increased level of support is intended to allow for a response to the initial 
need for individual casework and for systems level approaches to support the teachers in behav-
iour management, development and ongoing monitoring, and review of Student Support Plans 
and facilitating effective transition processes into the school.   This work will take cognisance 
of and coordinate with support to be provided by the NCSE Support Services and any services 
available via the HSE. 

In addition to the specific school based service, Danu is a school within the broad NEPS 
Dublin Region.  It will be offered opportunities to participate in NEPS regional support and 
development initiatives within the region.

 The NCSE Regional Team will work with the teachers and school with the overall aim of 
building teacher and school confidence and capacity to work with the children in their care. 
Training and professional development are a key part of this role.  

NCSE Advisers will be available to provide professional help support and advice on an 
ongoing basis. 

 In addition, the NCSE will appoint a behavioural practitioner with a specific brief to work 
with DANU and other schools who are establishing special classes for students with autism.  
Arrangements are being made for the appointment of the Behaviour Practitioner and it is ex-
pected that the position will be filled in late 2019. A Behavioural practitioner will have a prima-
ry qualification in at least one of following areas: teaching, nursing, psychology, social work, 
social care and a related post graduate qualification in the area of Special Education or Intel-
lectual Disability or other relevant fields. 

My Department does not appoint Behavioural Specialists to schools.  Instead, my Depart-
ment is building school capacity through the provision of professional support by NEPS and the 
advisory and professional development programmes offered by the NCSE. Schools are advised 
to adopt a Continuum of Support which research findings indicate is an effective support model.

Speech and Language and Occupational Therapists are normally accessed through the HSE.
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16/10/2019WRD06900Schools Site Acquisitions

16/10/2019WRD07000123. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an appropriate site 
has been identified for the planned new post-primary school to serve the west Blanchardstown, 
Dublin15 and Blanchardstown village, Dublin15, school planning areas; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42621/19]

16/10/2019WRD07100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, a new 
post primary school for the Blanchardstown area was included in the announcement of new 
schools made in 2018.

In line with the policy on the use of State assets (Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform Circulars 11/15 and 17/16), in the first instance my Department is seeking to maximize 
the use of sites already in its ownership and of available properties in the ownership of other 
State bodies, where these are considered suitable. 

Identified site options are currently being considered by my Department.  Unfortunately, 
due to certain sensitivities I am not in a position to indicate their location at this time, however, 
the proposed location for the school will be made known as soon as it is possible to do so.

  Question No. 124 answered with Question No. 122.

16/10/2019WRD07300School Services Staff

16/10/2019WRD07400125. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the edu-
cation budget to ensure all school secretaries are paid as public servants will be increased; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39607/19]

16/10/2019WRD07500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I recognise the very important 
work done by these staff, and the other support staff in the running of our schools.  I have spo-
ken to a number of school secretaries about their employment conditions and understand the 
issues they have raised.

In Budget 2020 I increased the number of secretaries in certain schools, allowing schools 
with enrolments of 500-625 to fill secretary vacancies provided they have fewer than 1.5 secre-
taries, and schools with enrolments of 626-699 will be permitted to fill vacancies provided they 
have fewer than two posts filled. These measures will take effect from September 2020.  

Earlier this year I relaxed the moratorium for those C&C and ETB schools with enrolments 
of 700 and more which allow them to employ additional school secretaries up to a maximum of 
two per school. There are 91 schools in the C&C and ETB Sector who meet this criteria, based 
on the information currently available to this Department. This is an initial step and has taken 
immediate effect

Schemes were initiated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of clerical officers and care-
takers in schools.  The schemes were withdrawn completely in 2008.  These schemes have been 
superseded by the more extensive capitation grant schemes.  The current grant scheme was 
agreed in the context of the Programme for Economic and Social Progress, published in 1991.  

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools now receive assistance to pro-
vide for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under these grant schemes.  It is a matter 
for each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular 
needs. Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff 
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taken on to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility 
for terms of employment rests with the school. 

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers, including through an indepen-
dent arbitration process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 
10% between 2016 and 2019 for staff and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 be phased in 
over that period.  This arbitration agreement covers the period up to 31 December 2019.  

The arbitration agreement was designed to be of greatest benefit to lower-paid secretaries 
and caretakers. For example, a secretary or caretaker who was paid the then minimum wage of 
€8.65 per hour in 2015 prior to the arbitration has from 1 January 2019, been paid €13 per hour 
which is a 50% increase in that individual’s hourly pay. 

Officials from my Department attended a meeting of the Joint Committee on Education and 
Skills on 9 April to discuss the status of non-teaching staff.

In May this year officials from my Department had discussions with FÓRSA trade union 
representatives as part of a planned meeting. FÓRSA took the opportunity to formally table a 
pay claim.  

This was tabled as a follow-on claim from the current pay agreement for this cohort of staff 
which lasts until December 2019. The Department issued surveys on the 10th of July to estab-
lish the full current cost of the trade union’s claim. This is standard practice.

Officials from the Department met with FÓRSA representatives in September. Management 
Bodies representing the employers of schools impacted by the action were also in attendance at 
the meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to further explore the details of the pay claim as 
presented by FÓRSA and the nature of the industrial action.  

On 30 September FÓRSA requested the Department to agree to use the services of the 
Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) to resolve the dispute.  As is normal practice the De-
partment has agreed to use the industrial relations machinery of the state in an effort to resolve 
this matter.  

In order to address the various issues within the claim and to arrive at a mutually acceptable 
solution, the Department is in discussions with FÓRSA under the auspices of the WRC.

16/10/2019WRE0010016/10/2019WRE00200School Curriculum

16/10/2019WRE00300126. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Education and Skills if steps will be taken 
to cease the practice of segregation and discrimination against children on the basis of religion 
in schools by moving the teaching of religion to outside school hours, thereby allowing parents 
to choose whether they want their child to receive religious instruction in the school setting; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [41419/19]

16/10/2019WRE00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Religious education is one of 
the seven curricular areas of the Primary School Curriculum (1999) and schools are currently 
required to allocate thirty minutes per day for religious education.  Section 30 of the Education 
Act 1998 provides that time will be made available in the school day to teach curriculum that 
arises from the characteristic spirit of the school.  

This means that, unlike other curricular areas, the content of the religious education pro-
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gramme and arrangements for faith formation and sacramental preparation in a primary school 
is determined by the patron of the school.  Multi-denominational schools, such as Community 
National Schools, teach a multi-belief and values curriculum, which is inclusive of all children. 
In such schools, faith formation and preparation for religious sacraments takes place outside of 
school hours. 

Under the Constitution and the Education Act 1998 parents have a right to have their chil-
dren opt out of any subject which is contrary to the conscience of the parent of the student or in 
the case of a student who has reached the age of 18 years, the student themself.  

The manner in which any school ensures that the right to opt-out of any class including 
religion is upheld is a matter for the school concerned. The precise nature of the arrangements 
have to be considered by each school having regards to the particular circumstances  in question 
including factors such as the numbers of children involved, the ages of those children and the 
availability of staff and physical space in the school concerned.  

The Advisory Group to the Forum on Patronage and Pluralism in the Primary Sector (2012) 
acknowledged that denominational religious education, including faith formation and sacra-
mental preparation are long-established features of the primary system. With regard to denomi-
national religious education in primary schools, the Forum’s Report did not recommend that it 
be removed from the school day.  

However, the Advisory Group had concerns about the amount of time which can be devoted 
to sacramental preparation in some schools and they recommended that it should not be allowed 
to encroach on time allocated for the general curriculum.  

The National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) is in the process of review-
ing and redeveloping the Primary School Curriculum as a whole. As part of this process the al-
location of time across the curriculum will be considered, which will include the time allocated 
to religious education.  The NCCA will publish a draft overview of a redeveloped primary cur-
riculum in autumn 2019. 

The Forum on Patronage and Pluralism in the Primary Sector also recommended that the 
State has a responsibility to ensure that all children have the right to receive Education about 
Religion and Beliefs (ERB) and Ethics.  ERB and Ethics is being considered as part of the 
review and redevelopment of the primary curriculum, and is intended to be suitable for all chil-
dren regardless of their religious beliefs.  

At post-primary level, the Religious Education curriculum designed by the NCCA is an op-
tional examinable subject at Junior and Leaving Certificate. Schools are not required to include 
the NCCA-developed Religious Education syllabuses at Junior or Senior Cycle as mandatory 
subjects on their curriculum

16/10/2019WRE00500School Services Staff

16/10/2019WRE00600127. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the 
important role that school secretaries play in the education system (details supplied); the steps 
he will take to bring these members of staff into the direct employ of his Department; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [41418/19]

16/10/2019WRE00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I recognise the very important 
work done by these staff, and the other support staff in the running of our schools.  I have spo-
ken to a number of school secretaries about their employment conditions and understand the 
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issues they have raised.

In Budget 2020 I increased the number of secretaries in certain schools, allowing schools 
with enrolments of 500-625 to fill secretary vacancies provided they have fewer than 1.5 secre-
taries, and schools with enrolments of 626-699 will be permitted to fill vacancies provided they 
have fewer than two posts filled. These measures will take effect from September 2020.  

Earlier this year I relaxed the moratorium for those C&C and ETB schools with enrolments 
of 700 and more which allow them to employ additional school secretaries up to a maximum of 
two per school. There are 91 schools in the C&C and ETB Sector who meet this criteria, based 
on the information currently available to this Department. This is an initial step and has taken 
immediate effect

Schemes were initiated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of clerical officers and care-
takers in schools.  The schemes were withdrawn completely in 2008.  These schemes have been 
superseded by the more extensive capitation grant schemes.  The current grant scheme was 
agreed in the context of the Programme for Economic and Social Progress, published in 1991.  

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools now receive assistance to pro-
vide for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under these grant schemes.  It is a matter 
for each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular 
needs. Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff 
taken on to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility 
for terms of employment rests with the school. 

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers, including through an indepen-
dent arbitration process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 
10% between 2016 and 2019 for staff and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 be phased in 
over that period.  This arbitration agreement covers the period up to 31 December 2019.  

The arbitration agreement was designed to be of greatest benefit to lower-paid secretaries 
and caretakers. For example, a secretary or caretaker who was paid the then minimum wage of 
€8.65 per hour in 2015 prior to the arbitration has from 1 January 2019, been paid €13 per hour 
which is a 50% increase in that individual’s hourly pay. 

Officials from my Department attended a meeting of the Joint Committee on Education and 
Skills on 9 April to discuss the status of non-teaching staff.

In May this year officials from my Department had discussions with FÓRSA trade union 
representatives as part of a planned meeting. FÓRSA took the opportunity to formally table a 
pay claim.  

This was tabled as a follow-on claim from the current pay agreement for this cohort of staff 
which lasts until December 2019. The Department issued surveys on the 10th of July to estab-
lish the full current cost of the trade union’s claim. This is standard practice.

Officials from the Department met with FÓRSA representatives in September. Management 
Bodies representing the employers of schools impacted by the action were also in attendance at 
the meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to further explore the details of the pay claim as 
presented by FÓRSA and the nature of the industrial action.  

On 30 September FÓRSA requested the Department to agree to use the services of the 
Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) to resolve the dispute.  As is normal practice the De-
partment has agreed to use the industrial relations machinery of the state in an effort to resolve 
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this matter.  

In order to address the various issues within the claim and to arrive at a mutually acceptable 
solution, the Department is in discussions with FÓRSA under the auspices of the WRC.

16/10/2019WRE00800Garda Operations

16/10/2019WRE00900128. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the lack 
of enforcement being undertaken by An Garda Síochána to prevent private vehicles using bus 
lanes in Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42461/19]

16/10/2019WRE01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The resources provided 
by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached record levels, with an allocation for 2019 
of €1.76 billion.  I am pleased to have secured an overall increase of €122 million in Budget 
2020 which will increase An Garda Síochána’s budget to an unprecedented €1.882 billion for 
next year. Very significant capital investment is also being made in An Garda Síochána, in-
cluding a total of €46 million for investment in the Garda fleet between 2016 and 2021.  This 
continuing investment is intended to ensure that An Garda Síochána can be mobile, visible and 
responsive on the roads and in the community to prevent and tackle crime. 

The Garda Commissioner has responsibility for managing An Garda Síochána including the 
allocation of Garda resources, in light of identified operational demands. As Minister I have no 
direct role in these matters.  I understand however that Garda management keeps the distribu-
tion of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, 
to ensure their optimum use. 

In relation to the matter of enforcement regarding the issue of  private vehicles using bus 
lanes in Dublin, the Commissioner has provided me with a report on the matter and indicates 
that the following table sets out the number of Fixed Charge Notices issued in 2017, 2018 and 
2019 (Jan-Sept) within the Dublin Metropolitan Region. 

- 2017 2018 Jan-Sep 2019 
Driver Entering a Bus Lane 3133 4035 3072 
Driver Entering a Contra Flow 
Bus Lane    

28 71 22 

Driver entering Bus Only 
Street 

20 25 15 

Total 3181 4131 3109 
Note: All figures provided are provisional, operational and subject to change.

As the Deputy will appreciate, this data indicates a significant increase in the number of 
Fixed Charge Notices issued in respect of these matters in 2018 when compared with 2017. 
Levels of Fixed Charge Notices issued to date in 2019 appear generally consistent with the level 
seen in 2018. 

16/10/2019WRE01100Statute of Limitations

16/10/2019WRE01200129. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the 
Statute of Limitations (Amendment) Bill 2018, as it relates to thalidomide survivors and unac-
knowledged thalidomide survivors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42489/19]
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16/10/2019WRE01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The question of how best 
to support thalidomide survivors remains under consideration by my colleague, the Minister for 
Health, Simon Harris, T.D., who holds primary policy responsibility for this area.  In respond-
ing to the Deputy, I am also conscious of the fact that this is an area which is the subject of 
ongoing proceedings before the High Court to which Minister Harris is a party.

The Minister for Health has confirmed the Government’s intention to bring forward Heads 
of a Bill to provide for a package of health and personal social services for the Irish survivors 
of thalidomide. It is understood from the Department of Health that this work is still on-going 
and that the Department remains in liaison with Thalidomide Ireland and other stakeholders on 
these matters.

My Department is engaged in an ongoing review of the broader Statute of Limitations re-
gime in Ireland.  However in terms of the question of any changes that might be made to the law 
as part of a specific Department of Health policy response in this area, the Government will, of 
course, be guided by the Minister for Health including in the context of the package of supports 
that he will be proposing to Government under his Department’s anticipated Health Bill.

16/10/2019WRE01400Garda Recruitment

16/10/2019WRE01500130. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has 
engaged and-or consulted with the Garda Commissioner and-or other authorities in respect of 
broadening and-or abolishing the upper age limit on persons wishing to make an application to 
become a full-time serving trainee Garda in line with the PSNI; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42502/19]

16/10/2019WRE01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Recruitment to An Gar-
da Síochána is governed by the Garda Síochána (Admissions and Appointments) Regulations 
2013 which provide that the age at which a person may apply to join An Garda Síochána as a 
full time member is not more than 35 years.

On 18 December 2018, the Government endorsed the report of the Commission on the 
Future of Policing in Ireland and agreed to accept all of its 157 key recommendations, includ-
ing those related to Garda workforce planning and modernisation.  The report is now being 
implemented in accordance with the targets and timelines set out in “A Policing Service for the 
Future”, the four year implementation plan for the recommendations of the Commission.

Among the issues highlighted in the report was that An Garda Síochána should reflect the 
diversity of Irish society and should therefore develop recruitment strategies to achieve a more 
diverse intake.  In this regard, it recommended that age limits for recruitment should be re-
moved. These recommendations echoed those of the Garda Inspectorate following their exami-
nation of entry routes into An Garda Síochána.

I can inform the Deputy that the question of the appropriate age for recruitment to An Garda 
Síochána will be considered as part of my Department’s broader review of entry to An Garda 
Síochána.

16/10/2019WRE01700Naturalisation Applications

16/10/2019WRE01800131. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of a naturali-
sation application by a person (details supplied); when the application will be finalised; and if 
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he will make a statement on the matter. [42507/19]

16/10/2019WRE01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the 
Immigration Service of my Department that the application for a certificate of naturalisation 
from the person referred to by the Deputy was received on 2 April 2019. This application con-
tinues to be processed with a view to the establishing whether the applicant meets the statutory 
conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will be submitted to me for decision as expedi-
tiously as possible. If further documentation is required it will be requested from the applicant 
in due course. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Should the person have concerns about other matters relating to their immigration permis-
sion they should contact the Immigration Office which issued their current permission in order 
to address the matter.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

16/10/2019WRE02000Child Abuse Reports

16/10/2019WRE02100132. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of files 
relating to historical cases of child abuse being kept at the headquarters of an organisation (de-
tails supplied) that have been forwarded to An Garda Síochána; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42511/19]

16/10/2019WRE02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested a report 
from the Garda authorities in relation to the information sought by the Deputy. I will write di-
rectly to the Deputy once I receive it. 

16/10/2019WRE02300Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission

16/10/2019WRE02400133. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
address the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42517/19]

16/10/2019WRE02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Deputy 
that the person referred to had sought the setting up of an inquiry under section 109 of the Garda 
Síochána Act 2005 arising from his dissatisfaction with the progress of his complaint to GSOC. 
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I examined the matter in light of the person’s request and, as I am required to do under the 
Act, I consulted with GSOC.  Following that consultation, I decided that there were not suf-
ficient grounds for me to invoke section 109 of the Act.

My office wrote to the person on 19 December 2018 to inform him of my decision.  The let-
ter also set out the grounds for the decision including that the conduct alleged against the GSOC 
designated officer was not such as to meet the threshold for invoking section 109.  It encouraged 
him to continue to engage with GSOC in order to progress the investigation of his complaint. 

For the sake of clarity,  I want to clearly state that the request for a section 109 inquiry did 
not result in a discontinuation of the GSOC investigation.  Consequently there was no referral 
by me to GSOC in this instance. 

I should point out, given the nature of an inquiry under section 109 of the Garda Síochána 
Act, that it cannot be considered to be an ordinary complaints or grievance procedure.  An 
inquiry under section 109 requires the Chief Justice to request a Judge of a Superior Court to 
conduct the inquiry.  Such an inquiry must, therefore, be viewed as being far from a standard 
occurrence.

As referred to by the Deputy, the person concerned wrote to my Department again last 
month.  I can confirm to the Deputy that my Department has responded directly to the person 
concerned. 

16/10/2019WRE02600Garda Data

16/10/2019WRE02700134. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of civil-
ian executives and Garda civilian staff under investigation who have been suspended each year 
since 2010 to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42533/19]

16/10/2019WRE02800135. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of civil-
ian executives and Garda civilian staff, if suspended, who have been reduced to zero rate of pay; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42534/19]

16/10/2019WRE02900136. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if serving sworn 
members of An Garda Síochána while the subject of a public interest inquiry are permitted to 
be promoted; if not, if promotion is dependent upon the outcome of such an inquiry. [42535/19]

16/10/2019WRE03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 134 to 136, inclusive, together.

The Garda Commissioner has responsibility for managing An Garda Síochána and for the 
allocation of Garda resources, in light of identified operational demands. This includes respon-
sibility for personnel matters.  As Minister I have no direct role in these matters.  

I have requested a report from the Garda authorities in relation to the matters raised by the 
Deputy. I will write directly to the Deputy once I receive it.

16/10/2019WRE03300Tribunals of Inquiry Reports

16/10/2019WRE03400137. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will pro-
vide the last date on which he and-or his officials were briefed with an update by the DPP and-or 
An Garda Síochána in respect of the final report of the Moriarty tribunal; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [42549/19]

16/10/2019WRE03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I would refer the Deputy 
to my previous response to questions on this matter, most recently Question 250 on 4 July 2018.  
The Deputy will appreciate that criminal investigations and other operational matters are, in 
accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, solely a matter for the Garda Commissioner.  
Likewise it is a matter for the DPP to decide, independently in the exercise of her functions, if 
any charges should be brought and I have no role in these matters. 

16/10/2019WRE03600Departmental Funding

16/10/2019WRE03700138. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the details 
of the end recipients of funding that was initially given to an organisation (details supplied) in 
each of the years 2008 to 2016 in respect of State investment in the intercultural plan of same; 
the reason for the gaps in 2013, 2014 and 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42554/19]

16/10/2019WRE03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): It will not be possible to 
provide the information requested by the Deputy within the time allowed. When the informa-
tion has been collated I will write to the Deputy on the matter.

16/10/2019WRE03900Naturalisation Applications

16/10/2019WRE04000139. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his progress in ad-
dressing the issues raised by the High Court judgment in respect of time spent outside the 
State in terms of applications for naturalisation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42626/19]

16/10/2019WRE04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am aware that the recent 
judgment of the High Court relating to continuous residency under Section 15(1)(c) of the Irish 
Nationality and Citizenship Act, 1956 (as amended) has given cause for concern. The matter 
remains before the courts, with the Court of Appeal reserving judgement on the appeal on the 
8th October, and the matter, therefore, remains sub-judice. The outcome of the appeal will have 
a bearing on whether or not legislation is required. Should it be necessary, I intend to introduce 
a Bill in the Oireachtas as soon as possible this term. 

My Department is doing everything possible to put a solution in place on an urgent basis. 
At the end of July, I obtained Cabinet approval for a proposed Bill to address the matter and 
intensive work is taking place in my Department where officials are working with the Office of 
Parliamentary Counsel in the Attorney General’s Office to finalise the draft Bill. 

As soon as the legal issues are resolved, my Department will make all necessary arrange-
ments for the next Citizenship Ceremony. Invitations will issue four weeks in advance of the 
ceremony to ensure everyone has adequate notice. 

The advice to those who are planning to apply for citizenship is to continue to collect all of 
the necessary proofs that support their application and to submit a comprehensive application 
form. Once a solution is in place, if any additional information is required, applicants will be 
contacted as part of the processing of their application. 

The ruling is not considered to have consequences for anyone who has already obtained 
citizenship under the Act. 
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16/10/2019WRE04200Work Permits Eligibility

16/10/2019WRE04300140. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the reason nurses from outside the EU with diplomas, who are seeking work permits here, are 
not considered under the critical skills permit; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[42365/19]

16/10/2019WRE04400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
critical skills employment permit is designed to attract highly skilled people into the labour 
market. Eligible occupations, on the critical skills occupation list, under this type of permit are 
deemed to be critically important to growing Ireland’s economy, are highly demanded and high-
ly skilled and in significant shortage of supply in our labour market. For this employment type 
non-EEA nationals must be the holder of a degree level qualification or higher in the relevant 
field if the remuneration on offer is between €30,000 and €60,000 per annum. In cases where 
the remuneration is €60,000 or more, the non-EEA national can be either the holder of a degree 
level qualification or higher in the relevant field or have the necessary experience for the role. 

The determination of qualification equivalence is made by NARIQ Ireland; information is 
available at  www.qqi.ie/Articles/Pages/Qualifications-Recognition.aspx. 

Where NARIQ Ireland determines that a qualification is equivalent to a degree awarded by 
an Irish third level institution, the holder of that qualification may be granted a Critical Skills 
Employment Permit if they also meet the other conditions for grant. However, if the qualifica-
tion is deemed not to be equivalent, then the criteria for a Critical Skills Employment Permit 
where the remuneration is less than €60,000 per annum cannot be met.

Qualified non-EEA nurses who wish to work in Ireland may be eligible for Critical Skills 
Employment Permits where they have been awarded a relevant degree or degree equivalent 
and the proposed employment meets the criteria for this type of employment permit.  Where a 
non-EEA nurse is qualified to practice nursing in Ireland but does not hold a relevant degree or 
degree equivalent as recognised by NARIQ Ireland, they may be eligible for a General Employ-
ment Permit in order to work here.

Non-EEA nurses who wish to work in Ireland must normally complete an adaptation pro-
cess in order to register with The Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland.  Permission to be in 
the State to undertake this process is granted by the Department of Justice and Equality.

16/10/2019WRE04500Brexit Supports

16/10/2019WRE04600141. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation fol-
lowing the announcement in budget 2020 of a no-deal Brexit support fund for enterprises total-
ling €110 million, the details of the monetary amount that will be made up of financial instru-
ments (details supplied) in tabular form. [42373/19]

16/10/2019WRE04700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
announced last Tuesday as part of Budget 2020 my Department will have immediate access to 
€110 million of the Brexit contingency fund in the event of a no-deal Brexit scenario. A suite of 
measures will be activated to support businesses that are most affected. Importantly, this pack-
age is an initial tranche, which will be built upon as required. 

There are currently a range of grant supports, vouchers and other direct payments available 
to firms, and there will continue to be grant-aid supports available for  ‘vulnerable but viable’ 
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firms as part of the mix of supports for firms in a post-Brexit scenario. In 2018 alone EI ap-
proved €74m to Brexit impacted firms in grant support.  

Experience to date and indications from businesses are that the immediate issues are going 
to be in relation to acute liquidity issues, whether that is to deal with currency, supply chain 
delays or loss of orders, and hence the need for short terms support for a broad base of firms.  

In addition to the existing range of grant and other supports from the agencies and the 
LEOs, several new schemes were announced as part of Budget 2020 that will be activated in a 
No Deal scenario. The form of support will be bespoke to the circumstances of individual firms 
and thereby where permissible the funding will be a mix of grants or loans and equity. These 
are set out in the table.  

My objective in the provision of support through the development agencies and bodies such 
as Micro-Finance Ireland is to ensure that we use the most appropriate mix of supports for in-
dividual firms to address their needs. It is important that interventions can be spread across the 
broadest base of firms as possible.

 DBEI Scheme  Form of Support
Rescue and Restructuring fund  - €42 million Loans or Equity
Transition Fund - €45 million Grants, Loans and/or Equity
Transformation - €8 million Grants
Emergency Brexit Fund for Micro Enterprises- 
€5 million to MFI- €5 million to LEOs

Repayable Grants and Loans

The remaining €5 million in the €110 million initial no-deal Brexit contingency fund for my 
Department will be allocated to InterTrade Ireland (€2 million) to support firms in the border re-
gion, North and South; and to Regulatory Bodies (€3million) to meet additional demands in the 
areas of market surveillance, accreditation and conformity. These bodies include the National 
Standards Authority, the Irish National Accreditation Board, the Competition and Consumer 
Protection Commission and the Health and Safety Authority.

Rescue and Restructuring Fund – €42 million

This fund is for the worst-case scenario. It will rescue firms with acute liquidity or insol-
vency problems and support them to put a restructuring plan in place to adjust to their new real-
ity with investment support potentially of up to €10m under state aid rules for firms of all sizes 
depending on circumstances. 

The funding will be provided in the form of equity or loans (as required by  State aid rules) 
through Enterprise Ireland and it will be available to eligible EI, IDA Ireland and Údarás na 
Gaeltachta clients, as well as non-agency clients.

Transition Fund – €45 million

This Fund will support businesses in the manufacturing and internationally traded services 
sector, ranging from food and engineering firms to business process outsourcing firms. It will 
help those businesses to adapt their business model as needed and adjust to the new trading 
reality. It is targeted at businesses with 10 or more employees. 

The funding will be provided through grants, equity and loan support of up to €1m depen-
dent on the circumstances of individual firms. Similar to the Rescue and Restructuring Fund, 
it will be delivered through Enterprise Ireland and available to eligible Enterprise Ireland, IDA 
Ireland and Údarás na Gaeltachta clients, as well as non-agency clients.
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Transformation Fund - €8 million 

This Fund will be administered by Enterprise Ireland. 

The funding will be provided as grants supporting larger indigenous firms to transform their 
business to develop new products and processes, to achieve a step-up in levels of competitive-
ness and innovation and to assist in diversifying to new markets. There will be initial funding of 
€5 million for primary food processing companies and €3 million for non-food companies, for 
example, in traditional engineering sectors. Additional funding for food transformation is also 
being made available through the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

Emergency Brexit Fund for Micro Enterprises - LEO repayable grants – €5 million

The LEOs will operate a new “Micro-Enterprise Emergency Brexit Fund”. 

The funding will be provided in the form of a repayable grant at a 0% interest rate, which is 
how the LEOs currently provide grants, worth up to €50,000 through their LEO. 

This support is linked to the MFI support below. Enterprises will have first recourse to MFI 
and then, if required, they may avail of further support in the form of a repayable grant worth 
up to €50,000 through their LEO.

Microfinance Ireland (MFI) – €5 million

This funding will allow Microfinance Ireland to increase the amount it can lend to microen-
terprises from €25,000 to €50,000 over a 2-5 year period at a competitive interest rate.

16/10/2019WRE04800Brexit Supports

16/10/2019WRE04900142. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation fol-
lowing the announcement in budget 2020 of a rescue and restructuring fund of €42 million for 
a no-deal Brexit scenario, the details of the monetary amount that will be provided according to 
financial instruments (details supplied) in tabular form. [42374/19]

16/10/2019WRE05000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
outlined in the Budget last week, the Government is putting in place an additional contingency 
package of over €1 billion for Brexit supports for the coming year.  This contingency will 
ensure that an initial provision of €110 million will be available to my Department and our 
Enterprise and Regulatory Agencies to provide targeted supports to impacted businesses in the 
immediate aftermath should there be a no deal Brexit outcome.   The provision will also allow 
for additional tranches of supports to be provided to meet actual needs as the impacts of a No 
Deal develop.

 The Rescue and Restructuring Fund (R&R Fund) is one of the supports announced in Bud-
get 2020. It is contingent on the outcome of negotiations between the United Kingdom and the 
European Union and will only come into effect in the event of a No Deal Brexit.

 The R&R Fund will be available to vulnerable but viable enterprises. It is designed to 
rescue firms with acute liquidity or insolvency problems and support them to put a restructur-
ing plan in place to adjust to their new reality with investment support potentially of up to €10 
million under state aid rules for firms of all sizes depending on circumstance. It is intended that 
supports under the scheme would be available to all enterprises, employing 10 people or more 
(excluding primary agriculture and fisheries, sole traders etc) but only as a last resort. Enter-
prises seeking to avail of R&R supports will have to demonstrate that they have been unable to 
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access mainstream lending. 

The R&R Fund will be delivered by Enterprise Ireland (EI) in two distinct streams. Support 
will initially be provided by way of acute lending funding to assist enterprises experiencing se-
vere difficulties and subsequently by way of equity funding to assist those firms to develop and 
implement a restructuring plan. The funding mix and allocation as between instruments will be 
dependent on individual circumstances of impacted firms. 

Funding will be available to eligible EI, IDA Ireland and Údarás na Gaeltachta clients, as 
well as non-agency clients.

It is important to reiterate that this fund is designed to mitigate the negative impacts of a No 
Deal Brexit and will only be activated if no agreement is reached between the United Kingdom 
and the European Union. 

16/10/2019WRE05100Brexit Supports

16/10/2019WRE05200143. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation fol-
lowing the announcement in budget 2020 of a transformation fund of €8 million for a no-deal 
Brexit scenario, the details of the monetary amount that will be provided according to financial 
instruments (details supplied) in tabular form. [42375/19]

16/10/2019WRE05300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
outlined in the Budget last week, the Government is putting in place an additional contingency 
package of over €1billion for Brexit supports for the coming year.  This contingency will ensure 
that an initial provision of €110m will be available to my Department and our Enterprise and 
Regulatory Agencies to provide targeted supports to impacted businesses in the immediate af-
termath should there be a no deal Brexit outcome.  The provision will also allow for additional 
tranches of supports to be provided to meet actual needs as the impacts of a No Deal develop.

 The Transformation Fund is one of the supports announced in Budget 2020. It is contingent 
on the outcome of negotiations between the United Kingdom and the European Union and will 
only come into effect in the event of a No Deal Brexit.

 The Transformation Fund will be administered by Enterprise Ireland (EI). It is a grant 
scheme which is designed to support larger indigenous firms to transform their business to 
develop new products and processes, to achieve a step-up in levels of competitiveness and in-
novation and to assist in diversifying to new markets.

There will be initial funding of €5 million for food processing companies and €3million for 
non-food companies, for example, in traditional engineering sectors.

It is important to reiterate that this fund is designed to mitigate the negative impacts of a No 
Deal Brexit and will only be activated if no agreement is reached between the United Kingdom 
and the European Union. 

16/10/2019WRE05400Brexit Supports

16/10/2019WRE05500144. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation fol-
lowing the announcement in budget 2020 of a transition fund of €45 million for a no-deal Brexit 
scenario, the details of the monetary amount that will be provided according to financial instru-
ments (details supplied) in tabular form. [42376/19]
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16/10/2019WRE05600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
outlined in the Budget last week, the Government is putting in place an additional contingency 
package of over €1billion for Brexit supports for the coming year.  This contingency will ensure 
that an initial provision of €110m will be available to my Department and our Enterprise and 
Regulatory Agencies to provide targeted supports to impacted businesses in the immediate af-
termath should there be a no deal Brexit outcome.  The provision will also allow for additional 
tranches of supports to be provided to meet actual needs as the impacts of a No Deal develop.

 The Transition Fund is one of the supports announced in Budget 2020. It is contingent on 
the outcome of negotiations between the United Kingdom and the European Union and will 
only come into effect in the event of a No Deal Brexit.

 This Fund is designed to support businesses in the manufacturing and internationally traded 
services sector, ranging from food and engineering firms to business process outsourcing firms. 
It will help businesses to adapt their business model as needed and adjust to the new trading 
reality.

The Transition Fund is targeted at businesses with 10 or more employees, through grants, 
equity and loan support of up to €1m dependent on the circumstances of individual firms. The 
funding mix as between grants, loans or equity will be based on the individual circumstances of 
impacted firms and their individual viability plans.  

It is important to reiterate that this fund is designed to mitigate the negative impacts of a No 
Deal Brexit and will only be activated if no agreement is reached between the United Kingdom 
and the European Union.

16/10/2019WRE05700Capital Expenditure Programme

16/10/2019WRE05800145. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation fur-
ther to the announcement in budget 2020 of a €10 million allocation to the disruptive technolo-
gies innovation fund, if this allocation will comprise new capital funding; and if not, if there 
will be a rollover of existing unused capital expenditure from the 2019 allocation to the scheme 
into 2020. [42377/19]

16/10/2019WRE05900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
€10 million allocation to the Disruptive Technologies Innovation Fund (DTIF) announced in 
Budget 2020 represents additional capital investment in new and emerging innovative tech-
nologies. This will bring the allocation for DTIF to €30 million for 2020. This allocation is in 
line with the commitment to provide a total DTIF Capital funding allocation to end 2022 of 
€180 million.

The €30 million will be used to fund payments to the project partners in the 27 projects that 
were successful under Call 1 and to the successful projects under Call 2, which I expect to an-
nounce in December. Under the terms of the Fund, projects are funded over a period of three 
years. 

It is expected that the 2019 allocation of €20 million for the DTIF will be fully utilised this 
year and so I do not expect that there will be any unused capital expenditure to bring forward 
to 2020.

16/10/2019WRE06000Brexit Supports
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16/10/2019WRE06100146. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
allocation in budget 2020 by her Department to the Brexit working capital and future growth 
loan schemes. [42378/19]

16/10/2019WRE06200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Bud-
get 2020 set out the Current and Capital ceilings for my Department (€339 million and €632 
million respectively). However, the allocations for each of the Department’s subheads, includ-
ing the Future Growth Loan Scheme, will not be finalised until the annual Revised Estimates 
process is completed. The Revised Estimates Volume is usually published in early December 
and will set out the final agreed 2020 allocations for each subhead.

The Brexit Loan Scheme was announced as part of Budget 2018.  The Brexit Loan Scheme, 
using a combination of Irish Exchequer and EU guarantees, leveraged up to €300 million of 
lending at a maximum interest rate 4% at a cost to the Exchequer of €23 million - €14 million 
provided by my Department (all of which was provided by way of supplementary estimate in 
2017) and €9 million provided by Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

As at 10 October, there have been 837 eligibility applications received, of which 758 have 
been approved and 154 loans progressed to sanction at bank level to a value of €44.654 million. 

The Future Growth Loan Scheme was announced in Budget 2019. The scheme provides a 
longer-term facility, 8 to 10 years, of up to €300m to support strategic capital investment for 
a post-Brexit environment by business at competitive rates. This Scheme is jointly funded by 
the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (€37.2 million) and the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine (€24.8 million) at a total cost to the Exchequer of €62 million.

As at 10 October there have been 1,496 eligibility applications received, of which 1,420 
have been approved and 336 loans progressed to sanction at bank level to a value of €58.434 
million.

Announced as part of Budget 2020, my Department will have immediate access to an emer-
gency support package of €110 million that will be activated and made available in the case of 
a No Deal Brexit to vulnerable but viable firms with verifiable Brexit exposure. This support 
package was announced in addition to a total budget allocation to the Department of €973 mil-
lion. 

16/10/2019WRE06300Economic Competitiveness

16/10/2019WRE06400147. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
her views on the fall of the position of Ireland in the 2019 WEF competitiveness rankings. 
[42379/19]

16/10/2019WRE06500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
World Economic Forum’s Global Competitiveness Report is an annual assessment of the fac-
tors driving productivity and prosperity in selected countries. The WEF Global Competitive-
ness Index (GCI) combines 103 indicators derived from both qualitative surveys and quanti-
tative data to assess the drivers of productivity and long-term prosperity. The findings of the 
report serve as a critical reminder of the importance of competitiveness in laying the foundation 
for future prosperity.

In the 2019 Global Competitiveness Index, Ireland is ranked 24th out of 141 countries. Over 
the 10-year period since 2010, Ireland’s overall ranking has ranged from 29th (2010) to 23rd 
(2018). Ireland’s 2019 score means that it is currently the 9th most competitive economy in the 



16 October 2019

69

euro area and the 12th most competitive economy in the EU28, according to the WEF.

Rankings can be useful, but they must be treated with caution, especially when examining 
year-on-year changes. The WEF’s Global Competitiveness Rankings is one of a number of 
international competitiveness indicators that my Department uses to assess Ireland’s competi-
tiveness performance. Although Ireland’s ranking fell by one place in the 2019 WEF Competi-
tiveness Rankings, Ireland is ranked 7th in the 2019 IMD World Competitiveness Rankings 
which measures the performance of countries across four dimensions: Economic Performance; 
Government Efficiency; Business Efficiency; and Infrastructure. Moreover, 30% of the WEF’s 
GCI score is derived from survey-based indicators which are subjective in nature, calculated 
using the WEF annual Executive Opinion Survey. 

International rankings should be understood in the much wider context of competitiveness. 
To assess Ireland’s overall performance, my department looks at several aspects of competitive-
ness indicators, including those in the National Competitiveness Council’s (NCC) annual Cost 
of Doing Business report, the NCC’s Competitiveness Scorecard, the Central Bank’s Harmon-
ised Competitiveness Indicator, the CSO’s nominal unit labour cost indicator, in addition to Ire-
land’s performance in other competitiveness indicators. On this basis, the NCC has concluded 
that Ireland remains a competitive economy.

Competitiveness rankings reflect the interaction of a range of factors that, combined, de-
termine the ability of firms to compete successfully in international markets. Advanced econo-
mies, such as Ireland, at the upper end of competitiveness rankings, can find it harder to get high 
impact from the improvements being made as they are already near the top score. Nonetheless, 
enhancing Ireland’s competitiveness by investing in areas where deficiencies have been identi-
fied is crucial to bolster our resilience to shocks, especially in the context of Brexit. 

Improving our competitiveness and ensuring that Ireland is an attractive location to do busi-
ness remains a key economic priority for this Government. We continue to monitor Ireland’s 
competitiveness and analyse its underlying factors. The NCC will issue recommendations in its 
forthcoming 2019 Ireland’s Competitiveness Challenge report in this regard.

My officials will establish the actions we can take to further improve our competitiveness, 
particularly in the areas where we are lagging competitors. 

16/10/2019WRE06600Employment Rights

16/10/2019WRE06700148. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the steps she is taking to ensure that all public bodies comply with S.I. No. 234/2019 - Sectoral 
Employment Order (Construction Sector) 2019 introduced by her Department and previous or-
ders; the steps that can be taken if they have not complied with same; if her Department carries 
out inspections to see if there is compliance by public sector employers; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [42411/19]

16/10/2019WRE06800Minister of State at the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy 
Pat Breen): The Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) is the statutory body charged with 
the regulation and enforcement of employment law in the State. The WRC carries out inspec-
tions of employer records with a view to determining employer compliance and to ensure that 
employees are receiving their statutory entitlements. 

The aim of the WRC is to achieve voluntary compliance with employment law through 
the provision of education and awareness, inspection of employers employment records and 
enforcement where necessary.  
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While every effort is made to secure compliance, some employers either refuse or fail to 
rectify breaches identified and/or pay money due to their employees. These cases are referred 
for prosecution where the statutes provide for same.

The pay rates and terms of employment of construction workers engaged under public con-
tracts are governed by the Sectoral Employment Order (SEO) for the construction sector.  Com-
panies who are awarded public contracts are expected to comply with all employment law as 
part of the terms and conditions of the contract. Notwithstanding this, WRC Inspectors carry 
out inspections of employers employment records where non-compliance is reported.

Where non-compliance is detected, the employer is notified of the statutory obligations 
under the SEO and the workers are informed of their statutory right to seek redress through the 
adjudication services of the WRC.

16/10/2019WRE06900IDA Ireland Data

16/10/2019WRE07000149. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
most recent occasion on which the IDA visited counties Cavan, Monaghan and Meath; the num-
ber of new jobs that have been created by the IDA in the past 12 months; the steps it is taking to 
attract companies to the counties; the success it has had with the strategy for the counties; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [42425/19]

16/10/2019WRE07100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation, regional development, not just in the Border 
area but across Ireland, has been a key priority of mine. That is why my Department and its 
Agencies have been doing everything we can to increase the level of employment and invest-
ment in every county in Ireland. This has included placing a particular emphasis on boosting 
foreign direct investment (FDI) in regional areas. 

In 2018, Monaghan experienced an 8% increase in foreign direct investment (FDI) employ-
ment, with 12 jobs added by companies in the County. Similarly, Meath saw a 4.5% increase, 
with the creation of 67 new jobs. While there were no new FDI-supported jobs created in Cavan 
in 2018, it is encouraging to note last week’s announcement by Liberty Insurance that it will 
create 120 new roles in the County over the next three years. That expansion is a great vote of 
confidence in what Cavan and the wider Border region has to offer to multinationals.

With regard to site visits in 2019, data is only yet available for the first six months of this 
year. Counties Meath and Monaghan each hosted two site visits over that period. County Ca-
van hosted four site visits over those six months. While the IDA will continue to promote and 
showcase locations in these Counties to prospective investors, it is important to remember that 
the decision as to where to invest is always taken by the companies themselves. 

My Department and the IDA have taken a number of steps to attract further investment to 
these Counties. As part of Budget 2019, for example, I allocated an additional €10 million for 
the next phase of the IDA’s Regional Property Programme (RPP). This includes plans for an 
Advanced Technology Unit (ATU) at Knockaconny, County Monaghan. I announced the ap-
pointment of a design and delivery team for this ATU earlier in 2019 with construction due to 
commence later this year. These facilities can help to encourage overseas investors to consider 
regional areas and I am confident that the ATU in Knockaconny, once complete, will lead to 
further investment and job creation. 

In addition to the RPP, the IDA targets further investment for the wider area through its 
office in the Cavan Innovation and Technology Centre. The Agency has also appointed a new 
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Regional Business Development Manager for the North-East Region. As part of its strategy to 
promote the area, the IDA is focusing on specific sectors including agri-food, manufacturing, 
tourism and internationally traded services. The Agency’s staff regularly engage with key stake-
holders on the ground in Cavan and Monaghan, including with local authorities, public bodies, 
the education sector and companies from both its own client base but also from the indigenous 
sector. County Meath, meanwhile, is being actively marketed by the IDA as a location for sec-
ond sites for multinationals in the Dublin region, with a focus on building clusters in existing 
sectors like high-value manufacturing and international services.

In addition to the work of the IDA, my Department’s €60 million Regional Enterprise De-
velopment Fund (REDF) has supported five projects within the Meath, Cavan and Monaghan 
area, with a total investment of €8.2 million. These include: the Boyne Valley Food Innovation 
District in Meath; a food centre of excellence in Ballybay; a networked digital and innovation 
hub in Cavan (with others located in Leitrim and Longford); an engineering business network 
across the North East region; and an investment of €4.9 million in a nationally significant bio-
economy innovation centre located in Monaghan.

16/10/2019WRE07200Enterprise Support Schemes

16/10/2019WRE07300150. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if the 
introduction of a merchant’s incentive scheme to grant small businesses easier access to point 
of sales terminals will be examined; and when the new digital strategy will be completed and 
published. [42494/19]

16/10/2019WRE07400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In 
order to support the retail sector, I introduced the pilot Online Retail Scheme in 2018. The 
Scheme’s purpose was to support Irish retailers to strategically enhance their online sales ca-
pabilities to increase competitiveness and subsequently scale their businesses in international 
markets.

Separately the Trading Online Voucher Scheme (TOVS) is available to retailers through the 
Local Enterprise Offices. This is an initiative under the Government’s National Digital Strategy. 
The initiative is funded through the Department of Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment and delivered through the Local Enterprise Offices network. The TOVS helps small 
businesses increase trade online to boost their sales and reach new markets. The Scheme offers 
the opportunity for businesses to develop their website or digital marketing strategy by avail-
ing of vouchers of up to €2,500 or 50% of eligible expenditure. Funding can be used towards 
eligible costs such as digital marketing strategies, e- commerce websites or app development.

At this time, I have no plans to introduce a merchant’s incentive scheme.

The process of developing the National Digital Strategy is being led as a shared effort by the 
Department of the Taoiseach; Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment; Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation; and the Office of the Government 
Chief Information Officer, reflecting the breadth of areas it will cover. Furthermore, an Inter-
Departmental Group has been working to guide the formation of the Strategy. The document is 
at draft stage and consultations with Departments and stakeholders are ongoing.

It is intended to bring the Strategy to Cabinet in due course and decisions regarding the next 
steps will be a matter for Government decision.
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16/10/2019WRF0010016/10/2019WRF00200Research Funding Data

16/10/2019WRF00300151. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
amount of funding allocated to the programme for research in third level institutions in 2020. 
[42499/19]

16/10/2019WRF00400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Bud-
get 2020 set out the Current and Capital ceilings for my Department (€339 million and €632 
million respectively). However, the allocations for each of the Department’s subheads, includ-
ing the Programme for Research in Third Level Institutions, will not be finalised until the an-
nual Revised Estimates process is completed. 

The Revised Estimates Volume is usually published in early December and will set out the 
final agreed 2020 allocations for each subhead.

16/10/2019WRF00500Vaccination Programme

16/10/2019WRF00600152. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if he has discussed with the 
Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the possibility of making entry to State funded or 
recognised crèches conditional on children having received childhood vaccinations; his plans 
to introduce such a stipulation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42362/19]

16/10/2019WRF00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): It is important to note that vaccine hesitancy 
is not unique to Ireland.  It is a global issue and has been identified by the World Health Organi-
sation as one of the ten leading threats to global health in 2019. 

One of my priorities as Minister for Health is to increase vaccination rates across the coun-
try and several options in this area are being explored.  In this regard, I wrote to the Attorney 
General (AG) to seek legal advice as to the Constitutionality of introducing schemes of man-
datory vaccination.  The requested legal advice was recently received and is currently being 
reviewed by my Department. 

I have also written to the Minister for Children to provide her with a copy of the AG’s advice 
and to advise that once an ongoing review related to these issues by the Health Research Board 
has been completed a meeting will be arranged with her to discuss possible next steps.  

In addition, I launched the Vaccine Alliance in September.  Its aim is to increase the up-
take of childhood vaccines and reduce vaccine hesitancy.  The group includes a wide range of 
organisations and further organisations will be added once the terms of reference, key target 
audiences, and priorities for the Vaccine Alliance have been agreed.

16/10/2019WRF00800Speech and Language Therapy Waiting Lists

16/10/2019WRF00900153. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
supplied) will be seen by Athenry ASD services for speech and language; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42367/19]

16/10/2019WRF01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
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plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.   

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

16/10/2019WRF01100Home Help Service Provision

16/10/2019WRF01200154. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) cannot receive additional home help hours; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42383/19]

16/10/2019WRF01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

16/10/2019WRF01400Hospital Consultant Recruitment

16/10/2019WRF01500155. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the start date of a sarcoma spe-
cialist post in St. Vincent’s University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42388/19]

16/10/2019WRF01600159. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Health the timeline of events in the process 
carried out to date in the appointment of a full-time consultant medical oncologist with a special 
interest in sarcoma based at St. Vincent’s University Hospital, created by him in July 2016; if 
interviews were held in March 2017 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42396/19]

16/10/2019WRF01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 155 and 
159 together.

The Consultant Medical Oncologist with a special interest in sarcoma was due to commence 
on 1st September 2019.  On 17th September she advised Human Resources in St Vincent’s Uni-
versity Hospital that she would not be taking up the post due to personal reasons.

St Vincent’s University Hospital informed the Department of this on 25 September.  As a 
voluntary hospital, St Vincent’s operates its own recruitment policy.  The post was subsequently 
re-advertised on Sunday 6th October 2019, with a closing date of Sunday 3rd November 2019.

16/10/2019WRF01800Hospital Waiting Lists

16/10/2019WRF01900156. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive an appointment for a procedure at Galway University Hospital; the waiting 
times for the procedure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42391/19]

16/10/2019WRF02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
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individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

16/10/2019WRF02100Mental Health Services Staff

16/10/2019WRF02200157. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of the 114 assis-
tant psychologists who are currently employed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42393/19]

16/10/2019WRF02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

16/10/2019WRF02400Home Help Service Data

16/10/2019WRF02500158. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Health the average waiting 
time for home help package applications in County Donegal; the length of time after approval 
of home help it takes in the county to receive the service in the applicant’s home; the number of 
applicants waiting for home care at present in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42394/19]

16/10/2019WRF02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

  Question No. 159 answered with Question No. 155.

16/10/2019WRF02800Hospitals Data

16/10/2019WRF02900160. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of attendances at the 
minor injury unit in Monaghan Hospital in each of the years 2010 to 2018 and to date in 2019; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42401/19]

16/10/2019WRF03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

16/10/2019WRF03100Hospitals Data

16/10/2019WRF03200161. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of emergency depart-
ment attendances at Cavan General Hospital in each of the years 2012 to 2018 and to date in 
2019, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42402/19]
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16/10/2019WRF03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): This is a very busy period for our health 
services, with many hospitals reporting significant numbers of patient attendances.  For the first 
nine months of 2019, the number of patients attending hospital EDs increased by 3%, and the 
number of ED admissions increased by 1.4% compared to the same period last year.

In the first six months of 2019, our health services managed better and the numbers of pa-
tients waiting on trolleys nationally were 4.7% lower than for the same period last year despite 
the significant increase in demand. 

However, TrolleyGAR figures show 10,424 people were counted on trolleys in the month of 
September, which was 14.3% higher than last month (9,119) and 40.4% higher than September 
2018 (7,422). Trolley numbers for the year to date from January to September were 81,956, 
compared to 76,868 for the same period last year.

With regard to the specific question the Deputy has asked, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly with the information requested.

16/10/2019WRF03400Palliative Care Facilities

16/10/2019WRF03500162. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of a palliative care unit 
(details supplied); if the location of same been decided upon; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42403/19]

16/10/2019WRF03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE’s Palliative Care Services Three 
Year Development Framework informs the development of adult palliative care services in Ire-
land, both generalist and specialist, for the period 2017-2019.  The Framework identifies a need 
for a 16-bed unit for Cavan and Monaghan, which is currently in the planning stage of develop-
ment. My Department is continuing to engage with the HSE and local hospice movements to 
work towards this objective.

16/10/2019WRF03700Hospital Waiting Lists

16/10/2019WRF03800163. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a refund can be provided to a 
person (details supplied) who has had to incur substantial medical costs as a result of a pro-
tracted wait on the public waiting list for treatment. [42406/19]

16/10/2019WRF03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am conscious that waiting times are often 
unacceptably long and of the burden that this places on patients and their families. In this re-
gard, the Government is committed to improving waiting times for hospital appointments and 
procedures.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.
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With regard to the specific matter raised, I regret to advise the Deputy that there is no statu-
tory scheme for the reimbursement, by the public health system, of the cost incurred by an 
individual for private healthcare carried out in Ireland.

16/10/2019WRF04000Ambulance Service Provision

16/10/2019WRF04100164. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Health the plans in place for 
restoring a second ambulance to south-west Donegal covering the area from Inver to Glencol-
mcille, including the areas of Ardara and Glenties; if in the context of the new budget for 2020 
this will be given priority from his Department and the HSE; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42410/19]

16/10/2019WRF04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

16/10/2019WRF04300Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland

16/10/2019WRF04400165. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the progress of the digi-
talised registration system in the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland, funded by his De-
partment; his views on the resignation in May 2019 of the project sponsor and resignation of 
the project lead in August 2019 leading to a delay in the commencement of the system roll-out 
scheduled to take place in September 2019; the details of the original tender cost of the project; 
the additional costs that will be incurred as a result of the delay; the projected commencement 
roll-out date of this project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42416/19]

16/10/2019WRF04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the question tabled by the Deputy refers 
to matters that are the responsibility of the Board of the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ire-
land (NMBI) I have asked them to respond directly to the Deputy.

Primary responsibility for funding the digitisation programme rests with the NMBI. To date 
the Department has made a contribution of €44,480 to the overall costs

16/10/2019WRF04600Emergency Departments

16/10/2019WRF04700166. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of the investment for 
the upgrade of the emergency department at Cavan General Hospital; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42422/19]

16/10/2019WRF04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The establishment of Hospital Groups has 
enabled a better configuration of hospital services with benefits relating to safety, quality, ac-
cess, cost and sustainable medical staffing. The structure ensures that Hospitals working togeth-
er in a Group will be able to support each other, providing a stronger role for smaller hospitals 
in delivering less complex care, and ensuring that those who require emergency or complex 
planned care are managed safely in larger hospitals. 

The Smaller Hospitals Framework focuses in particular on the future role of smaller hos-
pitals and outlines the wide range of services that can be provided within these smaller hos-
pitals.  The Department of Health is committed to securing and further developing the role of 
our smaller hospitals, including Model 3 hospitals such as Cavan Hospital, with the expansion 
of services delivered in these hospitals, especially in services such as day surgery; ambulatory 
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care; medical services and diagnostics. 

Future investment in Cavan General Hospital will be considered within the overall acute 
hospital infrastructure programme, the prioritised needs of the hospital groups and within the 
overall capital envelope available to the health service. 

Project Ireland 2040 provides €10.9 billion for Health capital developments across the 
country, including both national programmes and individual projects, across acute, primary and 
social care. Health capital projects and programmes currently underway will continue. As to 
be expected with such a plan, many proposals are at an early stage and will require to progress 
through appraisal, planning design and tender before a firm timeline or funding required can be 
established. 

The planning and management of future health expenditure is considered as part of the 
annual estimates and budgetary process which seeks to balance available funding across all 
service areas to achieve the best possible outcomes for the greatest number of service users and 
prioritise areas of greatest need.

As this is an operational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to you 
directly as soon as possible.

16/10/2019WRF04900Hospital Services

16/10/2019WRF05000167. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if the opening times at a unit 
(details supplied) will be extended; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42423/19]

16/10/2019WRF05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Minor Injuries Clinics and similar units 
provide valuable services to local communities and alleviate the pressures on Emergency De-
partments. The Minor Injury Unit in Monaghan Hospital is open Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm 
and can treat both adults and children over 5 years with non-life-threatening or limb-threatening 
injuries.

As outlined in the Programme for a Partnership Government, the Department of Health is 
committed to undertaking a review of Medical Assessment Units, Minor Injuries Units and 
similar units with a view to extending their opening hours.

As this is also a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to you 
directly as soon as possible.

16/10/2019WRF05200HSE Properties

16/10/2019WRF05300168. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of the sale of a build-
ing (details supplied); if the building can be kept in State ownership; if other Departments have 
indicated an interest in same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42424/19]

16/10/2019WRF05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the management of the healthcare property estate, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to you in relation to this matter.

16/10/2019WRF05500Maternity Services
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16/10/2019WRF05600169. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of pregnant mothers 
who have used the anomaly scan in Cavan General Hospital to date by month in tabular form; 
his plans to increase the service in County Cavan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42441/19]

16/10/2019WRF05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

16/10/2019WRF05800Diabetes Strategy

16/10/2019WRF05900170. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the details of the Waterford thrive-
abetes project as contained in the recent Sláintecare plan; the way in which it will it benefit 
persons with type 1 diabetes attending University Hospital Waterford; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42448/19]

16/10/2019WRF06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Waterford Thrive with Diabetes Project, 
formerly the Waterford Thriveabetes Project, will be run collaboratively between University 
Hospital Waterford (UHW) and South-East Community Healthcare.

Aligned with the National Clinical Guidelines for management of Adult Type 1 Diabetes, 
the National Clinical Program for Diabetes and the National Framework for Self-management 
Support, the Project aims to address identified priority service gaps, including the need for in-
tegrated community-based Specialist Diabetes Services to better support self-care management 
and prevention of long term complications. This combined hospital/primary care initiative also 
supports current and future capacity planning with a focus on the delivery of diabetes care in 
primary care, where clinically appropriate and safe.Expected benefits include improved quality 
of life for people with Type 1 Diabetes, improved clinical outcomes, reduced hospitalisation, 
reduced demand on the acute care system and reduced health care costs. 

This project is currently in the deliberative process of establishing a grant agreement for 
funding and therefore, the agreed details of the project have not yet been finalised. 

16/10/2019WRF06100Mental Health Services Provision

16/10/2019WRF06200171. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of specialist sub-
stance abuse mental health teams in place; the number of staff in each; the location and base of 
each team; and the way in which the number of staff compares to the recommendations of A 
Vision for Change taking into account population changes since 2006. [42450/19]

16/10/2019WRF06300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

16/10/2019WRF06400Departmental Funding

16/10/2019WRF06500172. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the level of funding paid to an 
organisation (details supplied) in each of the years 2014 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42465/19]

16/10/2019WRF06600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
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ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

16/10/2019WRF06700Pharmacy Services

16/10/2019WRF06800173. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health if he will honour the commit-
ment he made at a conference (details supplied) to expand the role of community pharmacies to 
include the full and immediate national roll-out of a minor ailments scheme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [42466/19]

16/10/2019WRF06900174. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the timeframe for the expan-
sion of community pharmacy services to include a minor ailments scheme and the provision of 
chronic disease management services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42467/19]

16/10/2019WRF07000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 173 and 
174 together.

I value the role pharmacists play in the Irish health service. As you are aware, the Pro-
gramme for a Partnership Government and the Sláintecare implementation strategy contain 
commitments to expanding the role of community pharmacy in managing patient health in the 
community.

Work has been done in recent years on wider healthcare roles for pharmacies, including 
the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland’s Future Pharmacy report, on the expansion of profes-
sional pharmacy practice. It is clear from this and other work that there is potential to increase 
the range of both private and publicly funded health services delivered through community 
pharmacy. Important new services, such as influenza vaccination and emergency contraception, 
have already been introduced.

To be funded by the taxpayer, new public health services in community pharmacy, as else-
where, should improve health outcomes and provide value for money and benefits for patients. 
Any new or transferred services should be based on sound evidence, with matching improve-
ments in governance and administration.

I recently met with the Irish Pharmacy Union (IPU) when these and other issues were dis-
cussed. My officials will be engaging with the IPU on new fee regulations before the end of 
the year and the intention is to broaden the discussions to contractual and service arrangements 
during 2020.

16/10/2019WRF07200Health Screening Programmes

16/10/2019WRF07300175. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to ensure 
greater levels of genetic testing for cancer and ultra-rare diseases; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42468/19]

16/10/2019WRF07400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Cancer Strategy 2017-2026 
highlighted the growing role of cancer genetics in cancer prevention and cancer care. The HSE’s 
National Cancer Control Programme is working closely with clinical genetics and cancer genet-
ics services in Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, Crumlin and St James’s Hospital to develop the 
services to meet the growing need.  Under the strategy, investments have been made in genetic 
counsellor, consultant and support positions, as well as cancer genetic testing.

The demand for genetic assessment and testing is growing rapidly, due primarily to an 
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increased awareness among the public and among health care professionals.  A HSE Genetics 
and Genomics Programme is planned, with whom the National Cancer Control Programme 
will work closely to ensure the sustainable development of clinical and laboratory genetics and 
genomics services in Ireland.

Many rare diseases are genetic in origin and, as such, effective genetic services can have an 
important role to play in relation to diagnosis. The medical genetics service in Our Lady’s Chil-
dren’s Hospital, Crumlin provides services for patients and families affected by, or at risk of, a 
genetic disorder.  It comprises three integrated units: a clinical genetics service; a cytogenetics 
laboratory and a molecular genetics laboratory. 

Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, Crumlin provided additional resources last year to support 
the hospital’s Department of Clinical Genetics.  An external multi professional team, led by an 
experienced NHS UK Health Manager, has been assisting in the improvement of the service.  
Investments in staff and equipment to further develop the service is continuing.

16/10/2019WRG00200Departmental Programmes

16/10/2019WRG00300176. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to consult 
with charities and patient organisations on whole genome sequencing; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42469/19]

16/10/2019WRG00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Stakeholder engagement is a fundamen-
tal component in the development of policy. Various structures, including public consultation, 
have been developed to ensure that the voice of the public and the patient is represented in the 
policy development process. 

Currently, there is no formal consultation structure that applies uniquely to whole genome 
sequencing. However, the whole issue of genetics, genome sequencing, service provision and 
research, in the context of future policy developments in relation to precision/personalised 
medicine is currently under review by the Department.  

16/10/2019WRG00500Cross-Border Health Services Provision

16/10/2019WRG00600177. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason patients going across 
the Border for treatment are waiting for arrears payment from the HSE; the number of cases 
that have been dealt with in 2019; the number waiting to be reimbursed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42471/19]

16/10/2019WRG00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE is responsible for the operation of 
the Cross Border Directive and the management of the HSE Cross Border Directive (CBD) of-
fice is an operational matter for the HSE. 

The HSE has advised that the scheme is operating with an increasing workload and cur-
rently has a backlog of up to 4 months claims/applications.

Officials of my Department met with the HSE in July to discuss the issue of reimbursement 
delays for patients who have availed of the Directive.  The HSE undertook to give consideration 
to measures which could be put in place in the short-term to address the significant backlog in 
processing applications, and to also examine current resourcing of the CBD office and to iden-
tify necessary actions to mitigate waiting times arising from current and future demand for the 
scheme.   A report is awaited from the HSE on the measures it proposes to take to address the 
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delays in reimbursement.

As the PQ refers to operational matters which HSE have operational responsibility for, I 
have also referred the Deputies question to them for direct reply.

16/10/2019WRG00800Health Services Staff

16/10/2019WRG00900178. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the reason there is no periodon-
tist based in County Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42475/19]

16/10/2019WRG01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

16/10/2019WRG01100Home Help Service Data

16/10/2019WRG01200179. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the percentage of home care sup-
port services outsourced to private companies in 2018 and to date in 2019, by CHO in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42476/19]

16/10/2019WRG01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

16/10/2019WRG01400Substance Misuse

16/10/2019WRG01500180. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Health if correspondence has been 
received from a pharmacist (details supplied) regarding the abuse of codeine products; if he has 
considered the contents of the correspondence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42490/19]

16/10/2019WRG01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I can confirm that correspondence has been 
received from the pharmacist referred to and officials in my department are currently reviewing 
the proposals made therein.

Codeine is a mild to moderate opioid analgesic which, due to its potential for misuse, is a 
controlled drug under the Misuse of Drugs legislation.

As an analgesic, codeine is most often used in combination with other analgesics such as 
parcacetamol or ibuprofen and is currently authorised in Ireland in such non-prescription prod-
ucts for pain relief. These authorised products are available without a prescription through retail 
pharmacy businesses only. The Pharmacy Act 2007 (No. 20 of 2007) and the Regulation of Re-
tail Pharmacy Businesses Regulations 2008 (S.I. No. 488 of 2008) as amended require that all 
medicines supplied through a pharmacy must be supplied by, or under the personal supervision 
of, a pharmacist and that all medicines, prescription and non-prescription, supplied must be the 
subject of appropriate counselling. 

In 2010, the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (PSI), the regulator of pharmacists and retail 
pharmacy businesses, issued guidance to pharmacists on the safe supply of non-prescription 
products containing codeine. This guidance was subsequently updated in 2015, 2017, and most 
recently in April 2019. The guidance covers the requirements set out above and, in addition, 
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contains further restrictions which apply to the supply of codeine-based products.

These restrictions include a requirement that codeine-based products are not available to the 
public for self-selection and should only be supplied when a pharmacist deems such a supply 
to be necessary and only when a non-opioid analgesic, e.g. paracetamol, aspirin or ibuprofen, 
has not proven sufficient to relieve the patient’s sysptoms. The guidance also states that codeine 
medicines should be used for the shortest time possible and for no longer than three days with-
out medical supervision. Pharmacists must ensure that patients are advised of the importance 
of adhering to the recommended dosage and duration of use as well as the risks associated with 
overdose and or/prolonged use. Patients should also be counselled in respect of potential ad-
verse reactions or side effects. 

The full guidance document, along with information on current legislative requirements, is 
available on the PSI website: 

https://www.thepsi.ie/Libraries/Folder_Pharmacy_Practice_Guidance/01_3_Safe_supply_
of_Codeine_to_patients.sflb.ashx 

16/10/2019WRG01700Hospital Services

16/10/2019WRG01800181. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of slots provided to 
Cavan General Hospital for the Drogheda fracture clinic due to increased demand and to ease 
waiting times; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42509/19]

16/10/2019WRG01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

16/10/2019WRG02000Disability Services Funding

16/10/2019WRG02100182. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the details of the €25 
million allocated to disability services between the four sections listed on page 112 of the bud-
get book, that is, school leavers, respite, emergency protocols and autism; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42518/19]

16/10/2019WRG02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

16/10/2019WRG02300Disabilities Assessments

16/10/2019WRG02400183. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the additional funds that 
have been provided in budget 2020 for the assessment of needs programme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [42519/19]
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16/10/2019WRG02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): While no 
additional funding was provided in Budget 2020 for the assessment of needs process, the pre-
vious year’s Budget provided funding for an additional 100 therapy posts to help reduce the 
long waiting times for assessment of need and enable children with disabilities to access timely 
assessment and intervention. Some of these posts are in place and many others are at varying 
stages of the recruitment process.  The HSE is endeavouring to fill all 100 posts by the end of 
the year.

In addition, HSE Disability Services is currently engaged in a major reconfiguration of its 
existing therapy resources for children with disabilities into multi-disciplinary geographically 
based teams, as part of its National Programme on Progressing Disability Services for Children 
and Young People (0-18 years).

The key objective of this Programme is to bring about equity of access to disability services 
and consistency of service delivery, with a clear pathway for children with disabilities and their 
families to services, regardless of where they live, what school they go to or the nature of the 
individual child’s difficulties.

Evidence to date from areas where this has been rolled out shows that implementation of 
this programme will also have a positive impact on waiting lists both for Assessments of Need 
and therapy provision.

While not addressing all needs, I am confident these initiatives will have a significant posi-
tive impact in reducing waiting times for Assessment of Need over the course of the next year.

16/10/2019WRG02600Disabilities Assessments

16/10/2019WRG02700184. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the number of children 
awaiting an assessment of needs; the number awaiting a report from their assessment of needs 
nationally by CHO; the length of time each child is waiting for the assessment; the length of time 
children are waiting for the report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42520/19]

16/10/2019WRG02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

16/10/2019WRG02900Cancer Screening Programmes

16/10/2019WRG03000185. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Health when he will meet a person 
(details supplied) regarding the person’s issues with the content of the MacCraith report; if he 
will meet with the person prior to An Taoiseach issuing an apology to those caught up in the 
CervicalCheck controversy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42522/19]

16/10/2019WRG03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have agreed to meet with the individual 
named by the Deputy in the near future. The meeting will be arranged as soon as possible ac-
cording to the individual’s availability and as my diary allows.

16/10/2019WRG03200Rehabilitative Training Allowance Payments

16/10/2019WRG03300186. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health his plans to reintroduce the re-
habilitative training allowance in view of its value and importance to many trainees nationwide; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42570/19]

16/10/2019WRG03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): This Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. The commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The payment of the Rehabilitative Training (RT) Bonus came into place on the transition 
of Rehabilitative / Training Programmes to the HSE following the dissolution of the National 
Rehabilitation Board in June 2000. 

The decision to phase out the Rehabilitative Training (RT) Bonus payment is designed to 
bring equity and consistency between people with a disability attending HSE funded rehabilita-
tive training programmes who receive the payment, and those attending similar HSE funded 
Day Services or in other State schemes such as further education and training, who do not.

This action will ensure all HSE funded Day Services are provided on an equitable basis and 
will also ensure that the use of finite resources is maximised.  

The Rehabilitative Training (RT) Bonus Payment is a historical payment, introduced in July 
2001, aligned with a similar FÁS Training Bonus. However, during 2011 the FÁS Training Bo-
nus was reduced to €20.00 and then eliminated the following year while to date the RT Bonus 
Payment has continued to be paid in the Health Sector   

It is worth remembering that: 

- There is no cut in the number of RT places available 

- There is no cut in payment of the bonus - those who have it will continue to receive it for 
the remainder of their RT Placement 

- The majority of attendees of HSE Disability Services, including Rehabilitative Training 
programmes, qualify for Disability Allowance, paid at the rate of €203 per week, which also 
qualifies them for a Free Travel Pass.

- No expectation of an additional RT bonus payment has been created by HSE for 2019 
participants. 

The redirected funding (€3.7 m over 4 years), which will be ring-fenced, will facilitate 148 
full day placements or 370 enhanced day places nationally based on priority need.    

Each CHO will have the flexibility to redirect its own savings to address local service re-
quirements. The HSE will put in place a monitoring system and regularly report the additional 
placements realised to the Department of Health.

16/10/2019WRG03500Control of Horses

16/10/2019WRG03600187. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason Cork County Council refuses to remove stray horses from lands in Hollyhill, 
Cork city, in view of numerous requests from the landowner to do so; the reason persons living 
in the area are allowed to own horses if they do not have adequate land for grazing; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [42547/19]

16/10/2019WRG03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment officials are  aware of the situation in Hollyhill to which the Deputy refers.

I am informed that the Gardai have taken the lead in the matter under the provisions of the 
Control of Horses Act and a total of five equines were removed recently under the Act.  I also 
understand that the remaining animals were removed temporarily from the site. An Garda Sio-
chana are aware of the situation and are liaising with the relevant stakeholders. 

A local authority may, where it considers that, in any place or area within its functional area, 
horses are causing or may cause a nuisance or danger to persons or damage to property, make 
bye-laws to

prohibit a person from having, keeping, riding or driving a horse in that place or area at any 
time or at such times as may be specified in the bye-laws.

16/10/2019WRG03800Afforestation Programme

16/10/2019WRG03900188. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which 4,000 acres of forestry of native species can contribute to carbon sequestra-
tion annually; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42558/19]

16/10/2019WRG04000189. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which 4,000 acres of forestry of coniferous species can contribute to carbon se-
questration annually; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42559/19]

16/10/2019WRG04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 188 and 189 together.

The amount of carbon captured by a forest depends on a number of factors not least of 
which is the individual species planted as some species are more productive than others.  The 
management regime applied to the forest will also impact on productivity where, for example, 
conifer forests thinned three times will capture more carbon than a forest which has not been 
thinned at all. If the forest has been impacted by biotic and abiotic factors, it may struggle to 
grow as well as a forest that has not been subject to pest or disease outbreaks. Each individual 
forest is, therefore, different in terms of the amount of carbon it can capture and only ground 
verification of a mature forest can give an accurate figure of carbon capture. 

The most recent National Forest Inventory estimates that Ireland’s forests have removed (se-
questered) on average 3.8 million tonnes of CO2 equivalent per year (approximately 5 tonnes 
of CO2 per hectare per year) from the atmosphere over the period 2007 to 2016 based on a total 
national forest estate of 770,020 ha.  This is an average figure and takes into account all differ-
ent types of tree species and ages growing on a range of different soil types. 

In addition, the rate of sequestration changes over time as a forest develops and matures. The 
Department has funded a number of large scale research projects which have examined carbon 
stocks and stock changes in Irish forests. For example, the carbon stocks in a Sitka spruce forest 
and an ash forest at different ages have been measured and are available in published journal 
articles. This work found that, after forty-seven years, an ash forest has 177.8 and Sitka spruce 
forest 376.7 tonnes of carbon per hectare. However, these figures are specific to the forests and 
soils examined and should not be used to reflect all forests of these species.
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16/10/2019WRG04300Animal Disease Controls

16/10/2019WRG04400190. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding possible vaccination of hares to protect them from the RHD2 virus which 
has been detected in a number of counties, including County Wexford; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42366/19]

16/10/2019WRG04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am aware of 
the emergence of RHD2 virus in hares in this country and my Department is currently engaging 
with relevant stakeholders to determine the most appropriate response to this disease.

16/10/2019WRG04600Brexit Preparations

16/10/2019WRG04700191. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
contingency steps being taken to limit the impact of a no-deal Brexit on the agriculture sector 
here. [42400/19]

16/10/2019WRG04800193. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
contingency steps being taken to limit the impact of a no-deal Brexit on the agriculture sector 
here. [42474/19]

16/10/2019WRG04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 191 and 193 together.

Addressing the challenges of a no-deal Brexit takes place at a number of levels and has 
involved responses at the EU level, responses by Government and responses by businesses and 
affected sectors.  The Government’s Contingency Action Plan update published in July 2019 
highlights the intensive work which has taken place across Government, including by the De-
partment of Agriculture, Food & the Marine.

I have introduced a number of supports to assist the agriculture sector in preparing to ad-
dress the challenges posed by Brexit.  These include: 

- the €150 million Low-Cost Loan Scheme;

- the €300 million Brexit Loan Scheme;

- the €300 million Future Growth Loan Scheme; and  

- the €100 million Beef Exceptional Aid Measure.

In addition to the above supports, I have introduced a range of other measures over the last 
number budgets to assist the agri-food sector in preparing to address the challenges posed by 
Brexit.  These include: 

- Direct aid to farmers;

- Capital funding for the food industry;

- Supports for Bord Bia and Teagasc to assist food companies prepare for Brexit including 
through market diversification and innovation.

I have led an intensified series of trade missions to develop and grow new markets to in-
crease the sector’s global footprint across the world, and to reduce our dependence on the UK 
market.  I have appointed Attaches throughout the globe to further develop and deepen market 
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access.

In Budget 2020, the Government announced that it will provide a ‘no-deal’ contingency 
fund to support our most vulnerable sectors, with up to €650 million available overall, to be 
activated in tranches as the full impacts of Brexit emerge.  €110 million will be made available 
for the agri-food sector in the first tranche, to be supplemented by any exceptional aid provided 
by the EU.

The provision of immediate supports for our beef sector will be a first priority, as will sup-
port for our fishing fleet. We also want to support food companies to re-orient towards new 
products and markets, and to support other sectors to improve their competitiveness.

While supports cannot fully address the negative effects of a no-deal Brexit for the agri-food 
and fisheries sectors, this first tranche of supports will be used to ameliorate the immediate im-
pact on farmers and fishermen, as the full impact of a no-deal Brexit crystallises, and to make 
some of the adjustments needed to improve resilience for businesses in the face of new market 
realities.

16/10/2019WRG05000Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Payments

16/10/2019WRG05100192. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if an 
ANC payment will be processed for a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42404/19]

16/10/2019WRG05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The named 
individual applied for the 2019 Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme on the 19 April 2019.  

The advance payment for the 2019 ANC Scheme has issued to the nominated bank account 
of the person named.

  Question No. 193 answered with Question No. 191.

16/10/2019WRG05400Agriculture Scheme Payments

16/10/2019WRG05500194. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when the 
remote sensing inspection will be completed; when payment will issue to a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42479/19]

16/10/2019WRG05600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2018 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraints Schemes application on 
the 8th April 2019. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that 
full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases remote sensing (i.e. 
satellite) inspections, be completed before any payments issue.

The application of the person named was selected for a Remote Sensing eligibility inspec-
tion. This inspection is currently being processed with the intention of issuing any payments 
due as soon as possible. In the event that any queries arise, officials in my Department will be 
in contact with the person named.

16/10/2019WRG05700Afforestation Programme
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16/10/2019WRG05800195. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to budget 2020, the current and capital allocation for the forestry programme in his Department 
in 2020; the amount of capital carryover for the programme in 2020; and the allocations for 
each respective forestry scheme that will be provided in 2020. [42488/19]

16/10/2019WRG05900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The total es-
timated allocation for the Forestry Programme for 2020 is €103.43m.  The funding for the For-
estry Programme of my Department, reflects the target of 8,000ha of new afforestation, outlined 
in the Government’s Climate Action Plan, 2019.

The capital allocation is estimated at €100.1m and the current is just over €3.25m.  The capi-
tal allocation provides for new afforestation, the existing annual premiums for current Affores-
tation Scheme participants and the Forestry Support Schemes.  The support schemes include the 
Forest Road Works Scheme along with other forestry schemes such as Woodland Improvement 
and NeighbourWood.  The capital allocation also provides for the National Forest Inventory, 
which is commencing a new cycle in 2020.

The current allocation is designed for other support schemes including the very successful 
Forestry Knowledge Transfer Group Scheme, which will reopen again in 2020.  I have also pro-
vided funding for training and promotional strategies in 2020.  The matter of capital carry-over 
will be finalised early in 2020.

16/10/2019WRG06000Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Data

16/10/2019WRG06100196. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of farmers enrolled in the ANC scheme in 2019; the breakdown by each respec-
tive area designation, including mountain type land, more severely handicapped lowland, less 
severely handicapped lowland and areas of specific constraints islands; the payment rate for 
each respective area designation; the amount of funding allocated to the scheme in 2019; the 
allocation made in budget 2020 for the scheme in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [42504/19]

16/10/2019WRG06200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A total of 
119,375 applications were submitted under the 2019 Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme, of 
which a total of 103,904 currently hold eligible land.  Not all these applicants will be due to 
receive payments.  For example, many will make on-farm decisions in relation to their stock-
ing rates over the course of the year which will impact on their eligibility for payment.  Some 
will only become eligible for payment later in the year. 

Following the changes to the scheme introduced in the 2019 scheme year, the previous 
categories of land have been amended as follows.  Mountain type land is now Category 1 
land, more severely handicapped land is now Category 2 land, and less severely handicapped 
land is now Category 3 land. Separately, the island land category remains in place with no 
change. 

The following table provides a breakdown of the number of applicants that have declared 
land under Category 1,2 and 3 and under the Island Farming Scheme. 

Number of appli-
cants who have ANC 
Category 1 land   

Number of appli-
cants who have ANC 
Category 2 land   

Number of appli-
cants who have ANC 
Category 3 land   

Number of ap-
plicants who have 
Island land   

32,480 59,349 28,130 938
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Please note that the above table displays a count of all applicants to have declared land in 
each category.  An applicant may have declared land in more than 1 category and will be includ-
ed in the total number of applicants under each category of land for which they have declared.

The payment rate for each ANC category is set out in the scheme terms and conditions as 
follows:

Land Category Area 2019 Rate
Category 1 1st 12ha €148
Category 1 13- 34 ha €112
Category 2 1st 10 ha €111
Category 2 11 - 30 ha €104
Category 3 1st 8 ha €93
Category 3 0 - 30 ha €88.25
The payment rate for the island category of land are also set out in the scheme terms and 

conditions as follows: 

Area Designation Payment Rates  
Areas of Specific Con-
straints (Island Farming)

€250 Up to and including the first 20 hectares 
of Areas of Specific Constraints or part 
thereof

Areas of Specific Con-
straints (Island Farming)

€170 Greater than 20 hectares or less than or 
equal to 34 hectares of Areas of Specific 
Constraints

Areas of Specific Con-
straints (Island Farming)

€70 Greater than 34 hectares or less than or 
equal to 40 hectares of Areas of Specific 
Constraints 

I am conscious of the many challenges currently faced by farmers and, with this in mind, 
in Budget 2019 I secured additional funding of €23 million to bring the overall annual budget 
for the 2019 ANC scheme up to €250 million.  The allocation for ANC in Budget 2020 is main-
tained at €250 million.

16/10/2019WRG06300Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Data

16/10/2019WRG06400197. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of farmers enrolled in the ANC scheme in 2019, by county; the number of 
farmers by county enrolled in the ANC by each respective area designation; the number of 
applicants to the scheme in 2019; the number of approved applicants by county who have re-
ceived their 85% advance payment ; the number of approved applicants who have not received 
their advance payment; and the number of applicants who were not approved into the scheme. 
[42505/19]

16/10/2019WRG06500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A total of 
119,375 applications were submitted under the 2019 Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme, 
of which a total of 103,904 currently hold eligible land.  Not all applicants who have eligible 
land will necessarily satisfy all the scheme requirements in order to qualify for a payment. For 
example, many will make on-farm decisions in relation to their stocking rates over the course 
of the year which will impact on their eligibility for payment.  Some will only become eligible 
for payment later in the year. 
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Payments under the 2019 ANC scheme commenced on schedule during the week commenc-
ing 16th September 2019 with 79,000 farmers being paid €168.5 million.  This was an increase 
of 2,000 farmers compared to the opening of ANC payments in September 2018.  Regular pay-
ment runs continue to take place and to date, a total of 86,508 applications have received their 
85% advance payment, totalling €185.2m.

Twice weekly payment runs will continue to take place to ensure that, as additional cases 
become clear, payment will issue as soon as possible. 

The table at the link shows the total number of applications under the scheme for 2019, the 
number of applications with eligible land, the breakdown of applicants by each area designation 
and the number who have received their advance payment per county.

Please note that the table displays a count of all applicants to have declared land in each area 
category.  An applicant may have declared land in more than 1 category and will be included in 
the total number of applicants under each category of land for which they have declared.  

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-16_pq197-16-10-2019_en.docx”>ANC Scheme</a>]

16/10/2019WRG06600Basic Payment Scheme Payments

16/10/2019WRG06700198. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
partial BPS payment will issue to a person (details supplied). [42532/19]

16/10/2019WRG06800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted an application under the 2018 Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) on 8 May 2018.  

The forestry parcels declared on this application have been further reviewed taking account 
of the circumstances outlined and they have been updated accordingly.  Advance payments un-
der the 2019 BPS are due to commence on the 16th October.  

Following this, periodic pay runs will re-commence for cases that become clear for payment 
under previous scheme years.  It is expected that these previous year pay runs will commence 
in early November, and the payment in this case is expected to issue at that time.

16/10/2019WRG06900Brexit Negotiations

16/10/2019WRG07000199. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he discussed the fishing zones between Ireland and the UK and possible blockades and conflict 
at sea with his UK counterpart. [42311/19]

16/10/2019WRG07100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Brexit nego-
tiations are led by Michel Barnier and the EU team.   Ireland participates in talks with the EU27 
and my officials and I have had intensive discussions with the European Commission, other rel-
evant Member States and stakeholders regarding the potential negative impact of a disorderly 
or no-deal Brexit on the Irish fishing industry and the wider seafood sector as whole.  

The key issues in a no-deal situation which I have stressed in all discussions are the potential 
loss of access for Irish and other EU vessels to the UK fishing zone, the need to ensure ongoing 
protection of fish stocks in the waters around Ireland from a subsequent increase in fishing ac-
tivity and potential mitigation measures for the seafood sector at EU level.  It is also important 
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to be aware that, in such a no-deal situation, the EU and Ireland could also face a loss of quota 
share.   

Throughout the discussions, I emphasised the necessity for a coordinated European re-
sponse to ensure that there would be proportionate and equitable use of mitigation measures 
overseen by the Commission.

At the Agrifish Council in Luxembourg last Monday, I took the opportunity to discuss with 
fellow Fisheries Ministers the ongoing Brexit preparatory work by the eight EU Member States 
most likely to be impacted by the UK’s withdrawal from the EU.

There has been a significant amount of preparatory work done at official and industry level 
across the Member States and in cooperation with the Commission for all scenarios.  

My priority has been, and remains, to maintain existing levels of access to waters and re-
sources.  The European Commission has put in place a legal framework to allow the authorisa-
tion of EU and UK vessels to continue to fish in each other’s waters until 31 December 2019, 
if agreement is reached between the UK and the EU on such access.  The Commission has put 
forward a proposal to extend this temporary framework to 31 December 2020, if a Withdrawal 
Agreement is not in place.  The Regulation does not provide a commitment of ongoing recipro-
cal access – it simply creates the necessary legal framework to allow for the possibility of such 
access.  However, in the worst case scenario of a disorderly departure, we can expect that those 
reciprocal arrangements will be impacted, at least in the very short term.

A disorderly departure, that included a loss of access to UK waters, would have very serious 
consequences for our seafood industry.  I am satisfied that, in cooperation with our stakeholders 
and EU partners, we are doing all that we can to plan to mitigate the potential impacts.  

16/10/2019WRG07200Agriculture Schemes

16/10/2019WRG07300200. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which grant funding remains available for qualified or unqualified farmers for the 
construction of on-farm underpasses and bridges in cases in which health and safety standards 
have dropped significantly due to increased vehicular traffic levels; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [42566/19]

16/10/2019WRG07400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There are a 
huge variety of items available under the suite of seven measures under TAMS II. The financial 
allocation in respect of TAMS for the full Rural Development Programme period will be in the 
region of €395m. To date, total expenditure, including transitional expenditure, has reached 
€170m and payments continue to issue at the average rate of €1.4m per week. 

23,800 applications  have been approved under the scheme. The position is that all outstand-
ing approvals issued represent potential outstanding liabilities for my Department and we must 
have a budget in place to pay these claims. As a result, it is not possible to consider adding addi-
tional items including cattle underpasses to the comprehensive list of investment items already 
available under TAMS II.

16/10/2019WRH0010016/10/2019WRH00200Environmental Protection Agency Reports

16/10/2019WRH00300201. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the steps to be taken following the publication of a report from the Environmental 
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Protection Agency (details supplied). [42508/19]

16/10/2019WRH00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I am very conscious of the importance of air quality to human health, particularly 
respiratory health. This is particularly relevant in larger conurbations. The report in question 
indicated that areas around certain heavily trafficked roads in the Dublin area may have higher 
levels of air pollution than previously indicated. These higher levels are due primarily to traffic 
and some locations are at risk of exceeding the statutory EU limit for the pollutant Nitrogen 
Dioxide (NO2).

People with asthma, as well as children and the elderly are generally at greater risk for the 
health effects of NO2. Because of these health effects, NO2 is a controlled pollutant under the 
Clean Air for Europe (CAFE) Directive, (2008/50/EC), which sets limits on NO2 levels in the 
ambient air. An annual average limit value of 40 micrograms per cubic metre is in place to 
protect against the health effects of long term exposure, and an hourly limit value of 200 micro-
grams per cubic metre protects against acute exposure.

In the event of an exceedance of these limits, the Air Quality Standards Regulations 2011 
provide that the relevant local authority or authorities shall prepare a clear, comprehensible and 
accessible air quality plan, or review and revise an existing plan, to ensure compliance with 
the limit value or values within the time limit specified for the relevant pollutant or pollutants. 
Such an air quality plan must be submitted within two years of the end of the year in which the 
exceedance was observed.

The report also underlines the need to implement the Climate Action Plan, which was pub-
lished in June this year. The Plan includes a number of actions which will have a significant 
impact on reducing emissions and improving air quality, including:

- Putting 180,000 electric vehicles on our roads by 2025 and almost 1m by 2030

- Ensuring the EV charging network underpins public confidence

- Creating an early public procurement framework for EVs

- Accelerating steps to decarbonise the public transport fleet

- Establishing a Cycling Project Office, develop a 5 year cycling strategy and roll out 200km 
of new cycle lanes through bus connects

- Developing a new Park and Ride Strategy, to reduce congestion and lower journey times

- Developing a regulatory framework on low emission zones and parking pricing policies, 
and provide local authorities with the power to restrict access to certain parts of a city or a town 
to zero emission vehicles only

- Legislating for no new fossil fuel vehicles to be sold from 2030

My Department and the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport are establishing a 
working group, bringing relevant organisations together to ensure early action is taken to im-
prove the air quality in Dublin. This process will include the two Departments, the four Dublin 
Local Authorities, the EPA ,and other relevant stakeholders.

This work will complement the work already underway in developing an all of government 
Clean Air Strategy which will provide an overarching policy framework within which clean 
air policies can be formulated and given effect in a manner consistent with national priorities, 
EU and other international policy considerations. The Clean Air Strategy will address a range 
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of harmful air pollutants in Ireland, including those arising from the agricultural, transport and 
residential heating sectors, in an integrated manner. I intend to publish the Strategy in the com-
ing months.

16/10/2019WRH00500Mobile Telephony Services

16/10/2019WRH00600202. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Communications, Climate 
Action and Environment his plans for improving the availability of mobile telephone signals in 
rural Ireland and particularly in County Donegal; if he is dealing with this matter as a priority 
at present; his views on whether something can be achieved to alleviate this crisis of mobile 
telephone coverage nationally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42409/19]

16/10/2019WRH00700212. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the degree to which the quality and availability of mobile telephone services 
throughout Ireland compare with those of other states throughout the European Union; the 
extent to which improvements can be achieved with minimal disruption; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42561/19]

16/10/2019WRH00800214. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the steps he will take to improve the availability and quality of mobile tele-
phone services nationally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42563/19]

16/10/2019WRH00900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 202, 212 and 214 together.

Providing telecommunications services, including mobile phone services, is a matter for the 
relevant service providers operating in a fully liberalised market regulated by the Commission 
for Communications Regulation (ComReg), as independent Regulator. I do not have statutory 
authority to require commercial companies to rollout services and make specific investments in 
particular locations. The ComReg consumer helpline is accessible at consumerline@comreg.ie 
and I would urge consumers who feel that they have not received an appropriate response from 
service providers to make contact with the Regulator. 

Since its inception in July 2016, the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce, has been 
a driving force for improving access to telecommunication services throughout Ireland. The 
Taskforce has addressed over 70 targeted actions and worked to alleviate connectivity barriers, 
and continues to focus on issues that are negatively impacting upon the rollout of essential tele-
communications infrastructure in rural areas, including in County Donegal. 

Various measures to address mobile coverage deficits, particularly in rural areas include:

- Work undertaken by my Department and the Department of Rural and Community Devel-
opment to achieve a greater consensus on site selection for telecoms infrastructure and there-
fore improve mobile phone coverage.

- A report published on my Department’s website in August 2018 based on the work of a 
focus group established to provide guidance on the categories of location where high quality 
reliable mobile coverage should be made available as a priority, to influence mobile operators 
in their work to reduce blackspots.

- A working group investigating the feasibility of developing standardised policy for access-
ing and utilising State and publicly owned assets for deploying telecommunications infrastruc-
ture.



Questions - Written Answers

94

- A composite national outdoor coverage map published by ComReg, together with the Reg-
ulator’s work on handset testing and activities to raise consumer awareness, allowing people 
across Ireland to optimise services available to them. 

- A licensing exemption scheme developed by ComReg to enable households and busi-
nesses to use mobile phone repeaters to boost signals into their premises for immediate cover-
age improvement. 

All of these initiatives should help enhance the quality of mobile phone and data services, 
particularly in areas currently experiencing a low level of service, including county Donegal.

With respect to the quality of mobile telephony service in other countries, comparisons be-
tween Member States and within regions can be problematic for many reasons, including the 
fact that the technical characteristics of mobile phone networks that determine coverage and 
capacity will vary between operators and locations. Other factors would include the character-
istics of individual markets, including topography, population density, frequencies used etc.

16/10/2019WRH01000Inland Fisheries Ireland

16/10/2019WRH01100203. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of vehicles Inland Fisheries Ireland purchased in 2018 and to date 
in 2019; the type of vehicles purchased; the cost of each vehicle; and the cost of installing IFI 
logos on the new vehicles. [42421/19]

16/10/2019WRH01200Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) did not purchase any vehicles in 
2018, but disposed of 16 vehicles. To date in 2019, IFI has purchased 59 vehicles, including 8 
electric vehicles, details of which are as set out in the attached table. Logo costs are included in 
the price of the vehicle quoted in the table but IFI have disaggregated these costs separately for 
the benefit of the Deputy. In addition IFI has disposed of a further 73 vehicles in 2019. There 
is, consequently, a net reduction of 30 in the number of vehicles owned by IFI in the two year 
period referred to by the Deputy.

IFI’s vehicle purchases are based on competitive tendering and are carried out in line with 
its Board policy to replace “end of life” vehicles within its fleet which are either 10 years old or 
have amassed 250,000 kilometres. This policy is based on the duty of care owed to staff particu-
larly in terms of health and safety at work, as recently highlighted in campaigns led by the Road 
Safety Authority, as well as efficiency in deployment and service delivery. The Board’s policy 
also recognises the opportunity to reduce the size of the vehicle fleet as part of its efficiency 
programme aimed at ensuring the fleet is being used in the most efficient and appropriate man-
ner and that driver safety remains a priority. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-16_pq203-16-10-2019_en.docx”>IFI Vehicles</a>]

16/10/2019WRH01300National Broadband Plan Implementation

16/10/2019WRH01400204. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the broadband plan for rural Ireland; the details of the broadband of-
ficers for county councils nationwide; the mechanisms which may help persons who cannot get 
high speed broadband to the home; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42446/19]
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16/10/2019WRH01500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Every home, farm, school and business in Ireland will have access to high speed 
broadband – no matter where they are located – following the Government’s decision to ap-
prove the appointment of a preferred bidder to the National Broadband Plan.

Since the Government decision in May to appoint NBI as the Preferred Bidder for the Na-
tional Broadband Plan contract, work has continued on the due diligence necessary to conclude 
the contract. This process is progressing towards contract award, which is expected before the 
end of the year. The Bidder will commence the deployment of the network shortly after that.

The Bidder has indicated that the network rollout will take an estimated 7 years from the 
beginning of deployment. A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once the 
contract is signed. 

In the first year of roll out, approximately 300 Broadband Connection Points will be de-
ployed across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 Broadband Connection Points 
will be deployed in each county. Broadband Connection Points will provide a community based 
high speed broadband service, enhancing online participation and allowing for the establish-
ment of digital work hubs in these locations. 

The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises by the end of the second year, with 70-
100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

In parallel to the work of finalising the contract, I am considering the recommendations of 
the Joint Oireachtas Communications Committee report, which was published recently. I will 
bring my deliberations of the report to Government in due course.

My Department has also recently undertaken a mapping consultation to ensure that the State 
Intervention Area is up to date and reflects operators’ plans and the responses from household-
ers and businesses, with the outcome of this consultation informing the State Aid notification to 
the European Commission in relation to the NBP.

Broadband officers are based in local authorities around the country. The role of the broad-
band officer is to provide a local point of contact for telecoms operators and the public regard-
ing telecoms issues. They will also play the leading role in their local authorities as the National 
Broadband Plan is rolled out. A list of the broadband officers is maintained by the Department 
of Rural and Community Development and can be accessed via https://drcd.gov.ie/wp-content/
uploads/List-of-Broadband-officers.pdf

16/10/2019WRH01600Electric Vehicles

16/10/2019WRH01700205. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the process in order to avail of the new communal chargers for electric vehicles for 
apartment blocks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42460/19]

16/10/2019WRH01800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Climate Action Plan, which was published in June, sets out a range of actions 
to support the delivery of charging infrastructure for electric vehicles. These actions include 
expanding the Electric Vehicle Home Charger Grant to include locations with shared parking 
such as apartments.

Budget 2020 provided €36 million in funding to my Department to support the uptake of 
electric vehicles including €6 million specifically for charging infrastructure. Of this, €0.5 mil-
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lion was allocated to support the expansion of the Electric Vehicle Home Charger Grant to 
included apartments. As set out in the Climate Action Plan, this is expected to be in place in the 
first quarter of 2020 at which point further details - including how to apply - will be available.

16/10/2019WRH01900Departmental Staff Data

16/10/2019WRH02000206. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of environmental economists employed by his Department; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [42472/19]

16/10/2019WRH02100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): There are two members of staff in the Department assigned from the Irish Govern-
ment Economic and Evaluation Service - one Senior Economist, who works alongside all of the 
Departments policy areas in an advisory capacity and one Economist/ Policy Analyst, working 
in the Climate Policy area. The Department has also established an Evaluation Network, led 
by our Senior Economist, that has drawn together relevant skill sets across the Department, in 
particular economic evaluation. The network includes staff from the energy and climate policy 
divisions.

The Department has a range of other environmental expertise available including in its 
Environment Advisory Unit, with staff from disciplines including engineering, earth science, 
environmental and atmospheric science, botany, environmental monitoring and assessment and 
geography, advising across the environment and climate policy areas. 

In addition, the Department can and does draw on the expert advice of the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA) as needed when developing and/or implementing environmental 
policy. Furthermore, section 55 of the Environmental Protection Agency Act, 1992 as amended, 
also makes formal provision for any Minister of the Government to request information or ad-
vice or recommendations from the EPA for the purposes of environmental protection on any 
matter relating to that Minister’s functions or responsibilities. As of 15 October 2019, the EPA 
has an approved staff complement of 420. 

The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) has a specialised team of economic en-
ergy modellers. SEAI also has a dedicated Behavioural Economics Unit and an Energy Policy 
Statistical Support Unit (EPSSU). 

The Department also works closely with economists in bodies such as the ESRI and UCC 
on energy and climate change modelling.

16/10/2019WRH02125Postal Codes

16/10/2019WRH02150207. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the status of an Eircode for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42529/19]

16/10/2019WRH02175Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Eircodes are assigned to new property addresses using a valid postal address and 
verified geo-locations. An Post collects information on new and existing buildings, as well as 
changes to existing addresses and Ordnance Survey Ireland provides the geo-locations for these 
buildings. An Post GeoDirectory issue a new release of the GeoDirectory database file on a 
quarterly basis to Capita Business Support Services Ireland, trading as Eircode, in accordance 
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with their licence agreement.

Each new postal address assigned an Eircode is published on the free to use Eircode Finder 
website, a notification letter is issued to the property occupant containing the Eircode of that ad-
dress and an updated Eircode Database is provided to licenced businesses for their use. Eircode 
have informed my Department that 87,700 property addresses have been assigned an Eircode 
since the launch in 2015 

My Department has requested Eircode to contact and liaise directly with the individual in 
question regarding the assignment of an Eircode for this new property. The next quarterly up-
date of Eircodes will be in early November 2019 when new addresses are assigned an Eircode. 

In recognition of the fact that earlier assignment of Eircodes to new builds is desirable, my 
officials are working with An Post, Ordnance Survey Ireland (OSi), An Post GeoDirectory and 
Capita to improve and expedite the existing process. 

16/10/2019WRH02200Climate Change Policy

16/10/2019WRH02300208. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which he sees Ireland’s climate action programme moving closer 
to international targets in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42555/19]

16/10/2019WRH02400209. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he has measured the extent to which Ireland will reach its targets in respect 
of climate change in each of the next five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42556/19]

16/10/2019WRH02500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 208 and 209 together. 

To address the challenge of reducing greenhouse gas emissions in Ireland, I published the 
Climate Action Plan on 17 June. The Plan sets out, for the first time, how Ireland can reach its 
2030 targets to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

Under the 2009 Effort Sharing Decision 406/2009/EC (ESD), which put in place binding 
annual emissions targets for each year between 2013 and 2020 for sectors outside the EU Emis-
sions Trading System, Ireland must achieve a reduction of 20% relative to 2005 levels of emis-
sions. Under the latest projections of greenhouse gas emissions, published earlier this year 
by the EPA, emissions from those sectors of the economy covered by the ESD could remain 
between 0% and 1% below 2005 levels by 2020.

The ESD allows Member States to meet their targets by means of unused emissions allow-
ances from earlier years, or through purchasing allowances from other Member States or on 
international markets. Ireland has already acquired a portion of the additional allowances that 
will be required for compliance. However, I am advised that Ireland will need to purchase ad-
ditional allowances to meet projected shortfalls in 2019 and 2020. My Department currently 
estimates the cost of this requirement to be in the region of €6m to €13m, depending on the 
price and final quantity of allowances required. The EPA will release provisional greenhouse 
gas emission inventory data for 2018 on 23 October 2019 and this will further inform the likely 
purchasing requirement.

As a successor to the ESD, the EU Effort Sharing Regulation (2018/842) has set binding 
annual emissions targets for the non-ETS sectors of each Member State for each year between 
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2021 and 2030. For the year 2030 itself, Ireland must achieve a reduction of 30% relative to 
2005 levels of emissions.

16/10/2019WRH02700Electricity Generation

16/10/2019WRH02800210. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the degree to which non-fossil fuel generated electricity will become avail-
able to the national grid over the next five years; the extent to which this will affect carbon 
reduction levels; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42557/19]

16/10/2019WRH02900215. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the amount of electricity generated from oil, coal, gas, biomass, solar, wind or 
wave generation; the extent to which this is expected to change within the next five years; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [42564/19]

16/10/2019WRH03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 210 and 215 together. 

The Government’s Climate Action Plan sets out the roadmap to increasing the overall share 
of renewable electricity generation to 70% of demand by 2030. This is a significant increase 
from the current level of 30%. The Climate Action Plan provides for the early and complete 
phase-out of the highest CO2 intensity fossil fuels in the electricity sector, coal by 2025 and 
peat by 2028 leading to a reduction of 7-8Mt of CO2 emissions by 2030.

The specific trajectory of renewable electricity out to 2030 will be set out in Ireland’s Na-
tional Energy and Climate Plan which is due to be finalised by the end of 2019. 

Regarding the current fuel mix, I refer the Deputy to the statistics published by Eirgrid 
which shows the fuel mix for electricity generation in Ireland. They can be found on Eirgrid 
website at http://www.eirgridgroup.com/site-files/library/EirGrid/Fuel20Mix.jpg.

This generation mix is expected to change with the planned increase of renewables between 
now and 2030, further detail on which can be found in EirGrid’s recently published All Island 
Generation Capacity Statement 2019-2028, which can be found on EirGrid’s website at: http://
www.eirgridgroup.com/site-files/library/EirGrid/EirGrid-Group-All-Island-Generation-Capac-
ity-Statement-2019-2028.pdf.

16/10/2019WRH03100National Broadband Plan Implementation

16/10/2019WRH03200211. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the expected progress in the delivery of nationwide high speed, high qual-
ity broadband over the next five years; the way in which this will contribute to the creation 
of job opportunities in all locations nationally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42560/19]

16/10/2019WRH03300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Every home, farm, school and business in Ireland will have access to high speed 
broadband – no matter where they are located – following the Government’s decision to ap-
prove the appointment of a preferred bidder to the National Broadband Plan.

Since the Government decision in May to appoint NBI as the Preferred Bidder for the Na-
tional Broadband Plan contract, work has continued on the due diligence necessary to conclude 
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the contract. This process is progressing towards contract award, which is expected before the 
end of the year. The network deployment will commence shortly after that. 

The Bidder has indicated that the network rollout will take an estimated 7 years from the 
beginning of deployment. A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once the 
contract is signed. 

In the first year of roll out, approximately 300 Broadband Connection Points will be de-
ployed across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 Broadband Connection Points 
will be deployed in each county. Broadband Connection Points will provide a community based 
high speed broadband service, enhancing online participation and allowing for the establish-
ment of digital work hubs in these locations. 

The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises by the end of the second year, with 70-
100,000 premises passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

In parallel to the work of finalising the contract, I am considering the recommendations of 
the Joint Oireachtas Communications Committee report, which was published recently. I will 
bring my deliberations of the report to Government in due course.

My Department has also recently undertaken a mapping consultation to ensure that the State 
Intervention Area is up to date and reflects operators’ plans and the responses from household-
ers and businesses with the outcome of this consultation informing the State Aid notification to 
the European Commission in relation to the NBP.

The roll out of the NBP will take place against the backdrop of a significant and rapid trans-
formation in the structure of global and national economies. The NBP State Intervention will 
benefit jobs and entrepreneurship by improving the financial performance of businesses in the 
Intervention Area, enabling the formation of new enterprises, allowing businesses to expand 
and increase employment. Remote working will expand the talent pool available to employers.

  Question No. 212 answered with Question No. 202.

16/10/2019WRH03500Electricity Generation

16/10/2019WRH03600213. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the electricity requirements at peak times available nationally; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [42562/19]

16/10/2019WRH03700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Generation Capacity Statement published annually by EirGrid provides a fore-
cast of expected electricity demand and the level of generation capacity that will be required on 
the island over the next ten years, using a range of scenarios. Under a median demand forecast, 
EirGrid currently anticipates Ireland’s total electricity requirement peak will be 5.48 GW in 
2019, compared to 5.06 GW in 2018. The latest report also forecasts that peak demand under a 
median demand scenario will rise to 6.67 GW by 2028.

This data is used to plan for future electricity generation adequacy, security of supply, and 
associated network enhancements. The latest Generation Capacity Statement, entitled the “ 
All-Island Generation Capacity Statement 2019-2028”, is available on the EirGrid website: 
http://www.eirgridgroup.com/site-files/library/EirGrid/EirGrid-Group-All-Island-Generation-
Capacity-Statement-2019-2028.pdf 
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  Question No. 214 answered with Question No. 202.

  Question No. 215 answered with Question No. 210.

16/10/2019WRH04000Waste Management

16/10/2019WRH04100216. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment if a means can be found to incentivise a reduction in the use of non-
biodegradable plastic wrappings and containers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42565/19]

16/10/2019WRH04200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Directive (EU) 2019/904, published on 12 June 2019, enables the introduction of 
measures to reduce the impact of certain plastic products on the environment. The measures in 
the Directive are applicable equally to plastic and compostable/biodegradable items.

The most efficient measures to achieve this will be explored in the context of developing 
a Circular Economy Strategy. A stakeholder consultation on developing the new Strategy was 
launched on 16 September 2019.

16/10/2019WRH04300National Broadband Plan Implementation

16/10/2019WRH04400217. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment when broadband facilities will be extended to areas (details supplied) in 
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42567/19]

16/10/2019WRH04500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Every home, farm, school and business in Ireland will have access to high speed 
broadband – no matter where they are located – following the Government’s decision to ap-
prove the appointment of a preferred bidder to the National Broadband Plan.

Most of the areas that the Deputy references in Kildare (Old Bog Road, Cappagh, Kilcock, 
Ballraheen, Maynooth, Byranstown, Maynooth, Smithstown Kilcock) are in the Amber area of 
the NBP High Speed Broadband Map and will receive access to a high speed broadband service 
via the State intervention. Parts of Clonfert Co. Kildare are in the Blue area where commercial 
providers are either currently delivering or have plans to deliver high speed broadband services.

Information on categories of specific premises can be accessed on my Department’s website, 
www.broadband.gov.ie, by entering the relevant Eircode into the High Speed Broadband Map. 

The State intervention is the subject of the procurement process to engage a company to 
build, operate and maintain the NBP State intervention network. 

Since the Government decision in May 2019 to appoint NBI as the Preferred Bidder for 
the National Broadband Plan contract, work has continued on the due diligence necessary to 
conclude the contract. This process is progressing towards contract award, which is expected 
before the end of the year. The network deployment will commence shortly after that. 

The Bidder has indicated that the network rollout will take an estimated 7 years from the be-
ginning of deployment. A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once the con-
tract is signed. In the first year of roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband 
Connection Points (BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs 
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will be deployed in each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband 
service, enhancing online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs 
in these locations. 

The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises by the end of the second year, with 70-
100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

In parallel to the work of finalising the contract, I am considering the recommendations of 
the Joint Oireachtas Communications Committee report, which was published recently. I will 
bring my deliberations of the report to Government in due course.

My Department has also recently undertaken a mapping consultation to ensure that the State 
Intervention Area is up to date and reflects operators’ plans and the responses from household-
ers and businesses with the outcome of this consultation informing the State Aid notification to 
the European Commission in relation to the NBP.

16/10/2019WRH04600National Transport Authority Staff

16/10/2019WRH04700218. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of environmental economists employed by the National Transport Authority; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [42473/19]

16/10/2019WRH04800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport. 

The issue raised is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forward-
ed the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do 
not receive a response within ten working days.

16/10/2019WRH04900Public Transport Fares

16/10/2019WRH05000219. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the ar-
rangements his Department has made with the Department of Finance and the NTA to ensure 
that increases in carbon tax on fuel will not result in price hikes in public transport fares; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [42381/19]

16/10/2019WRH05100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): It is now clearly 
recognised that Ireland must significantly step up its commitments to tackle climate disruption.  
My Department has put in place a twofold approach to tackle this climate challenge; firstly, by 
continuing to invest in the public and sustainable transport network to develop capacity and 
increase attractiveness of alternatives to private car travel; and secondly, by encouraging a tran-
sition away from fossil fuels towards lower emitting alternatives. 

A move away from carbon-intensive fuels is therefore required if we are to achieve our de-
carbonisation objectives.  Undoubtedly, such a move will also have clear co-benefits for our air 
quality, particularly in urban areas, and consequently for public health.  As the Deputy will be 
aware, the Climate Action Plan called for the implementation of a carbon tax of at least €80 per 
tonne by 2030 and an assessment of the trajectory of increases over successive budgets.  The 
changes to carbon tax under Budget 2020 represent the beginning of this trajectory; and while 
the increase from €20 to €26 is small, I expect that, over the longer term, these changes will 
have the effect of incentivising transition towards non carbon taxed transport fuels.
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In relation to possible price hikes in public transport fares due to the increase in carbon tax 
on fuel, the National Transport Authority (NTA) has responsibility for public transport fares and 
I have therefore forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my 
private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days. 

16/10/2019WRH05200Haulage Industry

16/10/2019WRH05300220. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the posi-
tion regarding the rebate available to hauliers following the recent rise in carbon tax affecting 
cost of fuel and operating costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42398/19]

16/10/2019WRH05400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Diesel Rebate 
Scheme was introduced in 2013 and is a matter for the Minister for Finance.  

The Minister for Finance in his Budget 2020 presentation to the Dáil on 8 October an-
nounced that he will in the Finance Bill provide additional relief through the Diesel Rebate 
Scheme to hauliers, to compensate that sector for the increased cost of fuel.

This question should therefore be directed to his Department.

16/10/2019WRH05500Regional Road Network

16/10/2019WRH05600221. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if additional funding for the R232 Laghey to Pettigo regional road in County Donegal will be 
provided; if he will further commit to completing the ongoing upgrading of the road in 2020; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42407/19]

16/10/2019WRH05700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory respon-
sibility of the relevant local authority in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the 
Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supple-
mented by State road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is 
also a matter for the Council.

My Department has agreed to provide grant support of up to €2.1m for maintenance and 
renewal works on the R232 Laghey to Pettigo road on a phased basis as funding allows.  As 
of the end of September €122,941 from an allocation of €500,000 at the start of this year 
had been drawn down  by Donegal County Council for this project.  While the final grant 
amount to be drawn down in 2019 has not been finalised as yet, my Department has been liais-
ing with the Council with a view to  facilitating  progress on the works.  Future allocations will 
be decided as part of the annual Estimates process.

16/10/2019WRH05800Tourism Promotion

16/10/2019WRH05900222. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding available for community and other groups marketing Ireland or holding events, festi-
vals and so on internally and abroad as a destination based on the traditions of Halloween or 
Samhain; if there is national coordination of such a theme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [42418/19]
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16/10/2019WRH06000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies primarily in the area of develop-
ing national tourism policy, while the tourism agencies have operational responsibility for the 
implementation of this policy.  Although it provides funding to Fáilte Ireland for investment in 
festivals and participative events, among other things, my Department has no role in the admin-
istration of the related programmes.

Festivals play a key role in delivering enjoyable visitor experiences and opportunities to 
engage with our culture, people and places, as well as helping attract visitors to areas beyond 
traditional tourism hot-spots and outside peak times of the year.  With specific regard to fes-
tivals relating to Halloween and its origins in the ancient Celtic tradition of Samhain, I know 
Fáilte Ireland’s newest festival, Púca, aims to position Ireland internationally as the home of 
Halloween.

Accordingly, I have asked Fáilte Ireland to reply directly to the Deputy with further detail of 
the funding and other supports it offers for Halloween- or Samhain-related festivals or partici-
pative events.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working 
days.

16/10/2019WRH06100Taxi Regulations

16/10/2019WRH06200223. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
progress towards facilitating digital payments acceptance in taxis and public transport provid-
ers; and the timelines for meetings deadlines committed to in this area. [42495/19]

16/10/2019WRH06300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The regulation of the 
small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry, including the regulation of payments for SPSV 
services, is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) under the provisions of the Taxi 
Regulation Act 2013. 

Accordingly, I have referred your question to the NTA for direct reply to you. Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a response within 10 working days.

16/10/2019WRH06400Irish Airlines Superannuation Scheme

16/10/2019WRH06500224. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason a 
promise made in Dáil Éireann in 1975 by the then Minister for Transport and Power, Mr. Peter 
Barry, has not been honoured (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42540/19]

16/10/2019WRH06600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I am assuming the 
Deputy is referring to the Irish Airlines (General Employees) Superannuation Scheme (IASS) 
and wish to state that as Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have no function in rela-
tion to the administration of this Scheme.  However, I understand that this topic has been the 
subject of a number of reviews by my predecessors and senior civil servants in my Department 
over the years in which legal advice was sought on the matter.  The position is that former em-
ployees of the Department of Transport and Power voluntarily resigned from the civil service 
upon accepting posts with Aer Rianta.

On transfer to Aer Rianta with their agreement, those employees also transferred from the 
Civil Service Pension Scheme to the IASS.  Their pension entitlements were transferred at the 
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same time and the IASS received a contribution from the Department in full recognition of the 
benefit accrued.

It is the Department’s view that daa (formerly Aer Rianta) has complied with its obligations 
to these former civil servants with regard to their pension entitlement in accordance with the 
terms agreed at the time they accepted a contract of employment with Aer Rianta.

If the Deputy is referring to recent cuts made by the Trustees of the IASS to pensions in pay-
ment, this is the subject of on-going legal proceedings and I am unable to comment any further 
on the issue.

16/10/2019WRH06700Childcare Services Funding

16/10/2019WRH06800225. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the funding that will be provided to afterschool providers under the national childcare scheme 
to pay for the inclusion of support workers such as special needs assistants to safely meet the 
needs of young children with a disability and or autism that attend an afterschool service; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [42417/19]

16/10/2019WRH06900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
does not currently provide such supports. The Deputy may be aware that AIM - the Access and 
Inclusion Model - provides both universal and targeted supports for the meaningful participa-
tion of children with disabilities in the ECCE pre-school programme. AIM is a child-centred 
model, involving seven levels of progressive support, moving from the universal to the targeted, 
based on the needs of the child and the preschool service. It offers tailored, practical supports 
based on need and does not require a formal diagnosis.

The third year of AIM’s operation has just ended, and work on a 3-year evaluation of AIM 
has begun. The Government made a commitment in First 5 to consider enhancements to, or 
extension of, AIM to other groups of children. Such an extension might involve younger chil-
dren (such as under-3s) or children attending school-age childcare services, or it might involve 
children with additional needs other than a disability. However, any decisions on extension or 
reform of AIM will depend on the findings of the 3-year evaluation, other relevant develop-
ments, and the securing of necessary resources.

The Deputy may also be interested to know that on 21st May I launched a public consulta-
tion on the future regulation and quality standards for school-age childcare, and this consulta-
tion ended on the 5th of July. The consultation included an open call for submissions, an online 
survey, a focus group session with school-age service providers, and an Open Policy Debate 
with a wide range of stakeholders. The consultation has provided rich information for consid-
eration by my Department, and the findings may provide additional input into consideration 
of future supports for accessing school-age childcare.  A comprehensive report of the findings 
from the public consultation is currently being compiled. 

16/10/2019WRH07000Child and Family Agency Expenditure

16/10/2019WRH07100226. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount 
spent by Tusla on external legal agencies in each of the years 2014 to 2018 and to date in 2019, 
in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42426/19]

16/10/2019WRH07200227. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount 
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spent by Tusla on external agencies on guardian ad litem in each of the years 2014 to 2018 and 
to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42427/19]

16/10/2019WRH07300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 226 and 227 together.

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency’s in-house Legal Services Unit was established in 
March 2014. The Unit provides specialist legal services and support to Tusla staff and procures 
external legal services for some functions.

I have requested Tusla to respond directly to the Deputy regarding the amount spent by 
Tusla on external legal agencies and external legal agencies for Guardian ad Litem (GAL) ser-
vices for the years 2014 to 2018 and to date in 2019 as requested. 

16/10/2019WRJ00300Child Abuse

16/10/2019WRJ00400228. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 1710 of 6 September 2019, the discussions that have taken place 
between her Department and an organisation (details supplied) about historical files being held 
at the organisation’s headquarters covering historical cases of child abuse, child sexual abuse, 
emotional abuse and physical abuse; the number of such files; the person charged with auditing 
these files; if these files have been incorporated into Tusla’s work with the organisation’s cur-
rent review of its child safeguarding practices ahead of the publication of the written progress 
report due for publication at the end of October 2019; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [42428/19]

16/10/2019WRJ00500229. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 1710 of 6 September 2019, if she will be making public the written 
report from an organisation (details supplied) on its child safeguarding and reporting obliga-
tions which is due for publication at the end of October 2019; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [42429/19]

16/10/2019WRJ00600230. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
be making public the report drawn up by a person (details supplied) on the review of child 
safeguarding standards in an organisation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[42430/19]

16/10/2019WRJ00700231. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
be making public an organisation’s (details supplied) report on the review of historical files, as 
referenced in the organisation’s report to her Department in March 2019; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [42431/19]

16/10/2019WRJ00800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 228 to 231, inclusive, together.

Over the last two years My Department has received regular progress reports from Scouting 
Ireland with regards to their governance and safeguarding, and have also regularly met with 
officials from Scouting Ireland to discuss these.  The most recent progress report was 9 March 
2019 and this was followed by a meeting to discuss the report on 10 April 2019.

My Department is expecting a further progress report from Scouting Ireland on 30 October 
2019 and are planning again to have a meeting with officials from Scouting Ireland in Novem-
ber 2019 to discuss same (date to be confirmed).  The report will include an update on all as-
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pects of governance, safeguarding, including relevant figures on historic abuse cases.

As the Deputy may be aware, previous progress reports are available on Scouting Ireland’s 
website https://www.scouts.ie//News/2019/Scouting-Ireland-Report-to-DCYA-March-2019.
pdf.  The October 2019 report, and any appendices and attached reports, will also be made 
available once they have been considered by my Department.

I am unclear regarding the Deputy’s reference to ‘the person charged with auditing these 
files’.  However, I understand that Scouting Ireland have been in regular positive communica-
tion with Tusla to progress the Action Plan that was agreed between Tusla and Scouting Ireland 
on 7 March 2019.  I look forward to hearing of progress with this Action Plan in the forthcom-
ing progress report.

I understand that the individual employed as a Safeguarding Manager within Scouting Ire-
land is a mandated person as per Children First Act 2015.

16/10/2019WRJ01200Child and Family Agency Investigations

16/10/2019WRJ01300232. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the infor-
mation passed on to the person suspected of alleged abuse in the social work assessment of a 
retrospective disclosure if it includes the personal details of the complainant; the statutory pro-
tocol being followed in doing same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42434/19]

16/10/2019WRJ01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy re-
fers to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. I have therefore referred 
the matter to Tusla, and asked that they reply directly.

16/10/2019WRJ01500Child and Family Agency Investigations

16/10/2019WRJ01600233. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 251 of 19 June 2019, the definitions of high, medium and low as-
signed by social workers when dealing with cases of retrospective abuse; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [42435/19]

16/10/2019WRJ01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy re-
fers to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. I have therefore referred 
the matter to Tusla, and asked that they reply directly.

16/10/2019WRJ01800Child and Family Agency Investigations

16/10/2019WRJ01900234. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of persons dealing with cases of retrospective abuse in Tusla prior to them being assigned to a 
social worker; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42436/19]

16/10/2019WRJ02000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy re-
fers to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. I have therefore referred 
the matter to Tusla, and asked that they reply directly.

16/10/2019WRJ02100Child and Family Agency Services
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16/10/2019WRJ02200235. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the way in 
which the information relating to cases of retrospective abuse is stored by Tusla; the person or 
body that has access to the files; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42437/19]

16/10/2019WRJ02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy re-
fers to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. I have therefore referred 
the matter to Tusla, and asked that they reply directly.

16/10/2019WRJ02400Childcare Services Regulation

16/10/2019WRJ02500236. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if issues at 
a crèche (details supplied) were flagged with her Department; if so, when; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [42438/19]

16/10/2019WRJ02600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla is the 
independent statutory regulator of early learning and care and school age childcare services 
in Ireland. In performing its regulatory function, its actions include responding to breaches of 
regulations while respecting fair procedures and natural justice. 

Tusla has provided my Department with the following information. The Early Years Inspec-
torate conducted an inspection of the service in question - which catered for both pre-school 
and school-age children - in line with the requirements of the Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years 
Services) Regulations 2016 on 19 June 2019. During this inspection it was observed that the 
service, which was approved for a specific number of children, was operating outside its reg-
istration status, with a substantial number of additional children observed in attendance. Tusla 
advised the service to revert immediately to its approved registration status, and to take imme-
diate remedial action to address the risk posed to children on the premises due to inadequate 
insurance. Tusla also referred the service to the local Chief Fire Officer and to the Planning and 
Enforcement Section of the local Council. 

Tusla carried out a follow-up inspection of the service in September 2019, and found that 
more than the approved number of children were attending the service. Tusla again instructed 
the service to revert to its approved registration status.  

Tusla also received an application from the registered provider for registration of a school-
age service which highlighted that the service has been operating in contravention of its plan-
ning permission, which states that the number of children to be accommodated at the facility 
must not exceed a set number.  This has resulted in the regrettable situation described. 

Tusla, the independent statutory regulator, carried out some 2,513 inspections in 2018. As 
per standard procedure, if this case had proceeded to a deregistration notice then Tusla would 
have informed the Department at that point. In such cases, that information then triggers sus-
pension by the Department of funding, and referral to the local City/County Childcare Commit-
tee to work with parents and local services to help accommodate children who may lose their 
place in the service. This situation did not arise in this case.

Tusla continues to engage with the registered provider to resolve this matter as expedi-
tiously as possible. 

16/10/2019WRJ02700Voluntary Sector Funding

16/10/2019WRJ02800237. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
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sufficient funding will be ring-fenced for a charity (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [42480/19]

16/10/2019WRJ02900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, provides funding to many organisations that support children and families 
throughout the country.

As the allocation of such funding is an operational matter for Tusla, I have requested Tusla 
to respond to the Deputy directly.

16/10/2019WRJ03000Community Services Programme

16/10/2019WRJ03100238. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the steps he will take in respect of a community centre (details supplied) which urgently re-
quires funding to address health and safety problems; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [42444/19]

16/10/2019WRJ03200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I am aware of 
the current situation in Huntstown Community Centre and I know how important the centre is 
to the community there.   

Community facilities are funded from a range of different sources across different Govern-
ment Departments and agencies.  The supports provided by my Department help people to 
participate in the development of their communities and also provide funding to improve com-
munity facilities. 

For example, my Department has provided funding of €184,264 to Huntstown Commu-
nity Centre in 2019 under the Community Services Programme (CSP).  The CSP currently 
supports more than 400 community organisations to provide local services through a social 
enterprise model.  Funding is provided as a fixed annual contribution to the cost of a manager 
and an agreed number of full-time equivalent positions. In total the CSP has allocated €552,792 
to this centre from 2018 to the end of 2020.

Separately, my Department funds the Community Enhancement Programme which helps 
community groups to improve facilities in their area.  In 2018 the Huntstown Community Cen-
tre received €3,500 towards building upgrades.  

I understand that Fingal County Council is aware of the fire safety issues with Huntstown 
Community Centre, which is owned by the local community.  The Council is arranging to meet 
with the Centre Manager and local Councillors to explore what supports can be offered. 

16/10/2019WRJ03300Budget 2020

16/10/2019WRJ03400239. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
further to budget 2020 the Exchequer amount allocated between current and capital alloca-
tions in 2020 to schemes and programmes (details supplied) in his Department in tabular form. 
[42455/19]

16/10/2019WRJ03500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Budget 2020 
will see the overall level of funding for my Department increase from €291 million in 2019 to 
€308 million in 2020. This will facilitate the continued delivery of key programmes for rural 
Ireland and communities across the country; and provide an additional €17 million to support 
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priority areas. 

The breakdown of  the €308m Budget 2020 allocation will fall to be considered in the con-
text of the Revised Estimates 2020 to be published in December by the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform. 

However, at this stage, I expect the allocations to be as detailed in the following table. This, 
however, remains indicative until publication of the Revised Estimates 2020.

Programme Area Capital (€ million) indicative Current (€ million) indica-
tive

RRDF 53 -
TVR 15 -
ORIS 10 -
Walks Scheme - 4
CLAR 5 -
LIS 10 -
CEP 4.5 -
Libraries Development 7 1
LEADER 40 -
PEACE 0.7 6.3

16/10/2019WRJ03600Western Development Commission Funding

16/10/2019WRJ03700240. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
further to budget 2020 the Exchequer amount allocated between current and capital expenditure 
in 2020 to the Western Development Commission in tabular form. [42456/19]

16/10/2019WRJ03800Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): Budget 2020 has seen the overall level of funding for my Department increase 
from €291 million in 2019 to €308 million in 2020. This €17 million increase will facilitate the 
continued delivery of key programmes for rural Ireland and for communities across the country.   

The breakdown of  my Department’s 2020 allocation, including for the Western Develop-
ment Commission, will be finalised in the context of the Revised Estimates Volume for 2020 
which be published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform later this year.

16/10/2019WRJ03900Budget 2020

16/10/2019WRJ04000241. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
further to budget 2020 the current and capital allocation in 2020 to the implementation of strate-
gies (details supplied) in tabular form. [42457/19]

16/10/2019WRJ04100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Budget 2020 
will see the overall level of funding for my Department increase from €291 million in 2019 to 
€308 million in 2020. This will facilitate the continued delivery of key programmes for rural 
Ireland and communities across the country; and provide an additional €17 million to support 
priority areas. 

The existing programmes and schemes delivered by my Department are an important part of 
these policies and strategies. For example, there is an existing €2 million per annum for Social 
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Enterprise supports and schemes such as the Community Services Programme and the Social 
Inclusion and Community Activiation Programme provide very significant funding for organi-
sations within the community and voluntary sector, and indeed social enterprises. 

While the breakdown of the €308 million Budget 2020 allocation will fall to be considered 
in the context of the Revised Estimates 2020 to be published in December by the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform; I envisage using much of the additional funding to further 
support these strategies and policies. 

For example, I envisage €1.5 million being used to further support the CSP and SICAP pro-
grammes. I also envisage  €1.2 million being provided to support the implementation of mea-
sures in the “Strategy for Community and Voluntary Sector development in Ireland”. This will 
include enhanced supports for the structures which drive local engagement in decision making 
– the Public Participation Networks and the Local Community Development Committees.

I plan to use a further €300,000 to support delivery of the recently published “National So-
cial Enterprise Policy for Ireland” and the development of the new National Rural Development 
Policy. This current funding will enable a greater impact from the existing capital funding for 
the sector - and other supports such as those through CSP. 

16/10/2019WRJ04200Social Enterprise Sector

16/10/2019WRJ04300242. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
further to budget 2020 the amount of dormant accounts funding allocated to social enterprises 
in 2020 for this funding stream. [42458/19]

16/10/2019WRJ04400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Support for 
social enterprises under the Dormant Accounts Fund (DAF) is primarily provided through the 
Social Enterprise Measure of the annual DAF Action Plan.  A sum of €2 million is available in 
2019 under this Measure and this funding will be fully utilised this year.

My Department also provides funding from a separate measure under the DAF Action Plan, 
which supports the Social Enterprise Development Fund established by Social Innovation Fund 
Ireland (SIFI).  My Department contributed €800,000 to this three-year initiative in 2018, with 
SIFI raising match funding from philanthropic donations, to create a €1.6 million fund.

My Department’s Dormant Accounts allocation for social enterprises for 2020 will be in-
cluded in the Dormant Accounts Fund Action Plan for 2020, which is expected to be published 
shortly.  I will be seeking to ensure that funding for the Social Enterprise Measure is maintained 
at current levels.

On 18 July last, I launched Ireland’s first ever National Social Enterprise Policy. This Policy 
will help to create an enabling environment for social enterprise to grow and contribute to Ire-
land’s social and economic progress.    

A new allocation of €300,000 has been provided as part of Budget 2020 for the development 
and implementation of the Social Enterprise Policy and the forthcoming Rural Development 
policy.  This funding will support initiatives such as raising awareness of social enterprises and 
developing methodologies to measure the economic and social impact of social enterprises in 
Ireland. 

In addition to funding from the DAF, my Department also supports social enterprises 
through a number of other programmes including SICAP, LEADER, and the Community Ser-
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vices Programme.

16/10/2019WRJ04500Budget 2020

16/10/2019WRJ04600243. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
further to budget 2020 the current and capital amounts that will be allocated to the RAPID 
programme, community facilities scheme and community enhancement programme in 2020. 
[42462/19]

16/10/2019WRJ04700244. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
further to budget 2020 the current and capital funding to be allocated in 2020 under the RAPID 
programme, community facilities scheme and community enhancement programme to the Dub-
lin north-east inner city area. [42463/19]

16/10/2019WRJ04800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 243 and 244 together.

The original RAPID programme ran from 2001 and closed to new applications in 2011.  In 
2017, a nationwide re-cast RAPID programme was launched.  All areas of the country were 
eligible for funding, and the funding was administered by Local Community Development 
Committees. 

In early 2018, my Department completed a review of the re-cast RAPID programme and the 
Community Facilities Scheme (CFS).  On foot of this review, I launched the new Community 
Enhancement Programme (CEP) in May 2018.  It  replaces and builds on RAPID and the CFS.  
Combining these schemes makes for a more flexible, streamlined and targeted approach to pro-
viding funding to those communities most in need, while reducing the level of administration 
involved.

I allocated €4.5 million (of capital funding) nationally to the CEP in 2019, with €212,306 
allocated to the Dublin City Council area.  Funding for the 2020 CEP will be finalised through 
the Revised Estimates process later this year. The amount to be provided to the Dublin City 
Council area will then be decided prior to the launch of the 2020 programme.

Separately, my Department allocated €6.5 million in 2019 to the Dublin North East Inner 
City area towards the implementation of recommendations in the Mulvey Report, supporting 
the social and economic regeneration of an area at the heart of our capital city.  Again, funding 
for 2020 will be finalised through the Revised Estimates process later this year.

16/10/2019WRJ05000Control of Dogs

16/10/2019WRJ05100245. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the number of responses received as part of the public consultation on the review of the 
Control of Dogs Act 1986; the timeline for the processing leading to his report on the consulta-
tion; the date on which he plans to publish same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42501/19]

16/10/2019WRJ05200Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): A public consultation process on a review of measures relating to the control of 
dogs in Ireland  closed on 6 September 2019.  

The consultation document posed a series of 10 questions, with interested parties requested 
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to provide written submissions or comments on the questions asked.

Approximately 1,000 submissions have been received. The issues raised in the submissions 
are wide ranging, complex and require analysis, further consultation with stakeholders and 
an exploration of approaches in other jurisdictions.  This process is underway and I expect the 
findings of this review to be submitted to me early in 2020.  I then intend to have it published 
on the Department’s website.

16/10/2019WRJ05300LEADER Programmes Data

16/10/2019WRJ05400246. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the amount available to each LAG for projects under the present LEADER programme; the 
amount of expenditure approved for projects to date by LAG; the amount expended; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [42514/19]

16/10/2019WRJ05500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): LEADER 
is a multi-annual programme with a total budget of €250 million over the period 2014-2020.  
€220 million of this funding has been allocated to the Local Action Groups (LAGs) throughout 
the country who deliver the LEADER programme. This allocation includes both core project 
funding and administration and animation costs for the LAGs.    

The remaining €30 million in the programme is available for thematic schemes to be deliv-
ered at a national level and is allocated as projects are approved. 

Table 1 provides a breakdown of the amount allocated to projects for each LAG under 
the LEADER programme 2014-2020, the value of projects approved to date, and the amount 
paid to date in respect of projects.  The figures do not include expenditure or approvals under 
national-level thematic schemes which operate on a competitive bid basis.

Total project expenditure on the current LEADER programme since it commenced, effec-
tively in 2016, amounts to over €35.52 million.  The level of project activity under the pro-
gramme has increased significantly since the start of 2018 and 2,442 projects have now been 
approved for funding of over €91.1 million. A further 314 project applications, requesting ap-
proximately €26 million in funding, are at various stages in the approval process.  Project ex-
penditure will increase significantly as these projects are implemented and payments are drawn 
down. 

Table 1: Total LEADER Project Allocations, Approvals and Payments by LAG as of 
13th   October 2019

Local Action Group    Core Project Alloca-
tion    

Value of Approved 
Projects    

Project Payments to 
date    

Carlow €4,797,811 €2,518,546 €1,404,295
Cavan €6,409,583 €3,723,016 €1,835,335
Clare €6,609,050 €4,339,003 €1,300,552
Cork North €3,805,071 €2,576,917 €913,364
Cork South €2,839,017 €1,084,290 €419,996
Cork West €3,628,104 €1,603,015 €354,470
Donegal   €9,628,589 €5,732,276 €3,395,484
Dublin Rural €4,728,612 €1,734,719 €617,746
Galway East €5,728,456 €2,050,477 €667,125
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Local Action Group    Core Project Alloca-
tion    

Value of Approved 
Projects    

Project Payments to 
date    

Galway West €3,406,692 €1,456,650 €353,357
Kerry €7,648,558 €5,766,414 €2,426,555
Kildare   €3,899,564 €1,506,525 €386,545
Kilkenny   €5,791,285 €2,033,590 €860,586
Laois €5,314,767 €1,521,436 €905,725
Leitrim   €4,498,167 €3,068,680 €953,515
Limerick   €6,942,584 €5,288,318 €1,940,475
Longford   €5,703,537 €1,918,801 €739,482
Louth €4,551,902 €2,234,980 €784,508
Mayo €8,248,645 €5,787,706 €2,253,774
Meath €5,139,855 €3,017,733 €463,207
Monaghan   €5,708,155 €2,690,040 €1,209,444
Offaly €6,001,669 €3,484,492 €1,897,070
Roscommon  €6,586,752 €4,711,459 €1,025,375
Sligo €5,726,736 €3,382,525 €1,293,775
Tipperary   €7,564,073 €5,200,098 €1,972,631
Waterford   €5,566,670 €4,033,762 €2,190,951
Westmeath   €5,563,394 €2,591,255 €410,977
Wexford   €7,569,678 €3,901,122 €1,860,764
Wicklow   €4,743,790 €2,151,610 €684,878
Total €164,350,764 €91,109,455 €35,521,962

16/10/2019WRJ05600Partial Capacity Benefit Scheme

16/10/2019WRJ05700247. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the steps she will take to include persons in receipt of a partial capacity payment as eligible to 
participate in training and education and upskilling opportunities, for example, Springboard, in 
line with the eligibility of those in receipt of disability or jobseeker payments; her views on the 
unintended discriminatory nature of the ineligibility of those receiving a partial capacity pay-
ment and the impact it has on their efforts to secure employment in view of the ratification of 
the UNCRPD; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42356/19]

16/10/2019WRJ05800Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): My Department provides a range of income supports for persons 
who are ill or who have a disability.  Two of these supports are the illness Benefit (IB) and In-
validity Pension (IP) schemes.  In summary these schemes operate as follows:

 1. Illness Benefit is a payment made to insured people who are unable to work due to illness 
and who satisfy certain PRSI contribution conditions.  To qualify for Illness Benefit a person 
must be unable to work due to illness, under the pensionable age and satisfy contribution condi-
tions.

 2. Invalidity Pension is a pension paid to people who are permanently incapable of work 
because of illness.  It is based on a claimant’s social insurance contributions and is not means 
tested.  To qualify for award of Invalidity Pension a claimant must satisfy both PRSI contribu-
tion and medical conditions.
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Subject to certain conditions persons in receipt of IB and IP may apply for Partial Capacity 
Benefit (PCB).  IB and IP are the only primary income support payments from which a person 
may request to move to a PCB payment.   

The PCB scheme seeks to extend the welfare system by responding to individual situations 
where a person in receipt of IB or IP retains some capacity for, and wishes to, undertake some 
work in the open labour market, while also continuing to require income support from the State.  
The objective of the scheme is therefore to support such persons to return to the workplace 
without fear of the loss of their income support.  The level of income support provided where a 
person moves on to PCB is based on a medical assessment of a person’s restriction, regarding 
their capacity for work.

It is important to note in relation to PCB that:

- participation is voluntary.

- a person who participates on the PCB scheme may return to an Illness Benefit or Invalid-
ity Pension payment if, for example, the employment ceases or if the person cannot continue 
to work.

- a person on the PCB scheme, with an underlying entitlement to Invalidity Pension, will 
retain their Free Travel Pass for a period of five years.

- there is no requirement that a person must undertake work that is of a ‘rehabilitative or 
therapeutic’ nature.

- there is no restriction on the number of hours worked. 

- there is no restriction on earnings.

PCB has therefore been designed to support persons in receipt of IB or IP to return to work 
while also continuing to provide them with income support through the social welfare system.  
PCB is not designed to provide income support while a person is undertaking an education or 
training course.  People in receipt of IB and IP (subject to some conditionality) may be permit-
ted to undertake/participate on training or educational programmes; however, they must seek 
prior written approval from the Department before commencing any such programme.  In addi-
tion, (also subject to some conditionality), persons in receipt of IB and IP are eligible for back 
to education allowance (BTEA).

Courses available through the springboard initiative are open to persons in employment, 
persons who are unemployed and ‘returners’.  The springboard initiative is delivered by the 
HEA (see https://springboardcourses.ie/ ) with eligibility for the courses determined by the 
HEA and the individual universities and other providers delivering the courses available under 
the initiative.  Persons who are unemployed and in receipt of a related payment, and subject to 
some conditionality (for example – a person who is unemployed must be in receipt of a pay-
ment for nine of the previous 12 months if they wish to participate on the one-year full-time ICT 
Skills Conversion courses), can access all springboard courses.

 I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

16/10/2019WRJ05900Carer’s Allowance Applications

16/10/2019WRJ06000248. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied). [42359/19]
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16/10/2019WRJ06100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

I confirm that my department received an application for CA from the person concerned on 
25 March 2019.

The application was referred to a local social welfare inspector (SWI) on 5 June 2019 to 
assess the level of care being provided, assess means and confirm that all the conditions for 
receipt of carer’s allowance are satisfied. 

The SWI has confirmed that a request was sent to the person concerned to attend an inter-
view on 23 October 2019 and requesting further information to assist with the processing of 
her claim. 

Once the SWI has reported, a decision will be made and the person concerned will be noti-
fied directly of the outcome

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

16/10/2019WRJ06200Social Welfare Code

16/10/2019WRJ06300249. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the reason those in receipt of illness benefit will not receive the Christmas bonus payment 
which is paid to those in receipt of other social protection payments; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [42405/19]

16/10/2019WRJ06400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
was pleased to announce last week that the Christmas Bonus will be paid again this year at a 
rate of 100% in early December.

Illness benefit recipients who are permanently incapable of work may be eligible for the 
non-means-tested Invalidity Pension (subject to satisfying the relevant medical criteria).  Those 
who are substantially restricted in undertaking suitable employment arising from a medical 
condition may be eligible for the means-tested Disability Allowance (subject to the relevant 
medical criteria).  All recipients of both of these payments are eligible for the Christmas Bonus, 
as well as additional benefits including free travel and the household benefits package.  In light 
of the above, and as Illness Benefit is a short-term scheme, recipients are not currently eligible 
for the Christmas Bonus payment.

16/10/2019WRJ06500Domiciliary Care Allowance Data

16/10/2019WRJ06600250. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of recipients in the Dublin 7 area who receive domiciliary care allowance 
whose child has a diagnosis of asthma. [42408/19]

16/10/2019WRJ06700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I am advised that the  information requested is not available as 
the Department does not collate these specific statistics for Domiciliary Care Allowance.
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16/10/2019WRJ06800Household Benefits Scheme

16/10/2019WRJ06900251. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of a household benefits package application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [42443/19]

16/10/2019WRJ07000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): An 
application for Household Benefits was received from the person concerned on 9 October 2019.  
A request for further information issued to the claimant on 11 October 2019.  

Upon receipt of the required information, a decision will be made on the person’s entitle-
ment and the person concerned will be notified in writing of the outcome.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

16/10/2019WRK0010016/10/2019WRK00200Back to Education Allowance Data

16/10/2019WRK00300252. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of students studying MEd (details supplied) who are in receipt of the 
back to education allowance. [42481/19]

16/10/2019WRK00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
back to education allowance scheme (BTEA) provides people with a second chance education 
that will improve their prospects of securing employment.  It enables eligible people to pursue 
approved education courses and to continue to receive income support for the duration of a 
course of study, subject to meeting certain conditions.  

The BTEA is not intended to provide a basis for a long-duration participation in extended 
education.  In this regard, it mirrors the approach to general education grants such as the Stu-
dent Universal Support Ireland (SUSI). 

 BTEA is not awarded for students looking to pursue the the Masters in Adult Community 
Education. The BTEA can be approved where the applicant intends to undertake studies lead-
ing to a Higher Diploma (H.Dip) in any discipline or the Professional Masters in Education.  
The Professional Masters in Education differs from the Masters in Adult Community Education 
as it is required to qualify for a general teaching role, unlike the qualification referred to by the 
Deputy.  However, BTEA support may be awarded for a Master’s degree based solely on life 
experience where the applicant holds no other third level qualification.  

I trust this clarifies the position.

16/10/2019WRK00500Social Welfare Offices

16/10/2019WRK00600253. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when the decision was made to roll out the front office back office model; if consultations took 
place ahead of the roll-out; the reason for the move; the amount of savings that will be made 
from this model change; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42485/19]

16/10/2019WRK00700254. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if the roll-out of the front office back office model will lead to a reduction in staff; if so, the 
number; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42486/19]
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16/10/2019WRK00800255. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the way in which the roll out of the front office back office model will occur; the timeframe in 
place for same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42487/19]

16/10/2019WRK00900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 253 to 255, inclusive, together.

A new operating model which seeks to make best use of resources by balancing workloads 
across the Intreo network is currently being introduced. The new model utilises recent ICT 
developments implemented in Intreo Centres – collectively known as the digital claim - which 
have removed the location constraints of the previous paper based system and deliver the capa-
bility to distribute work to available resources across the Intreo network regardless of location. 
This enables the separation of Front Office customer facing functions and Back Office process-
ing of claims and decision making which can now be undertaken via a back office that can 
utilise resources from across the country.

The new operating model was successfully piloted in late 2017 and early 2018 and the 
model has been approved for national implementation. It has now been implemented across the 
Department’s Branch Office network and in eight Intreo Centres with rollout across the remain-
der of the Intreo network planned to complete in mid 2020. 

There has been full and ongoing consultation with staff and unions in the development,

piloting and implementation of the new model. It is not envisaged that the introduction of 
the model will lead to a reduction in overall staffing numbers in my Department.

16/10/2019WRK01200Carer’s Allowance Payments

16/10/2019WRK01300256. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a person (details supplied) in County Kerry received a carer’s allowance payment for 
the 12 weeks after the passing of the person for whom the person was caring; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [42492/19]

16/10/2019WRK01400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment, made to persons who are 
providing full-time care and attention to a person who has such a disability that they require 
that level of care.

Where a care recipient dies, there is a continued payment of carer’s allowance for 12 weeks 
after the death.  However, the department informs me that there is no application by the person 
concerned for CA registered.  Therefore, there is no provision for an after death payment to the 
the person concerned in this instance.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

16/10/2019WRK01500Fuel Allowance Applications

16/10/2019WRK01600257. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a decision on an application for a fuel allowance can be reviewed in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42493/19]

16/10/2019WRK01700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Fuel 
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allowance is a means-tested payment to assist householders on long-term social welfare pay-
ments towards the cost of their heating needs.  

The main eligibility conditions that apply to the fuel allowance scheme are that a person 
must be in receipt of a qualifying payment, must satisfy a means test and must either be living 
alone or with other qualifying persons.  The fuel allowance means test is linked to the maximum 
rate of the state pension (contributory).  The applicant can have weekly income of €100.00 
above the maximum rate for state pension (contributory) and remain eligible for a fuel allow-
ance.  

The person concerned is in receipt of an occupational pension in addition to their State pen-
sion entitlements, which brings their assessable means over the permissible weekly means for 
fuel allowance qualification purposes. Their application for fuel allowance was disallowed and 
they were notified in writing of this decision on 25 September 2019.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

16/10/2019WRK01800Budget 2020

16/10/2019WRK01900258. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
further to changes in budget 2020, the estimated cost of extending carer’s and illness benefit to 
eligible self-employed class S PRSI contributors in 2021; and the first year and the full year cost 
of extending these benefits in tabular form. [42496/19]

16/10/2019WRK02000259. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the estimated take-up in the first full year of extending carer’s and illness benefit to eligible self-
employed class S PRSI contributors. [42497/19]

16/10/2019WRK02100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 258 and 259 together.

The issue of extending additional social insurance benefits to the self-employed paying 
class S PRSI was considered in the Actuarial Review of the Social Insurance Fund (SIF) as at 
31 December, 2015, which was published on 18 October 2017.  The review, required by legis-
lation, was carried out by independent consultants, KPMG.  It examined the projected income 
and expenditure of the SIF over the course of the 55 year period from 2016 to 2071.

The following table shows the estimated cost of extending illness and carer’s benefits to the 
self employed in the first year and the estimated cost in a full year as follows - 

 Illness Carer’s
1st year €43.2m €2.4m
 Full year €54m €3m
Latest Departmental estimates show that in the first full year of extension of illness and 

carer’s benefit to the self-employed it is expected that there will be approximately 8,300 extra 
recipients of illness benefit and 400 extra recipients of carer’s benefit at year end.  These esti-
mates assume the same incidence rate of illness/caring as for the general insured population.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

16/10/2019WRK02300Jobseeker’s Benefit
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16/10/2019WRK02400260. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the estimated number of self-employed contributors who will be eligible for the jobseeker’s 
benefit when introduced in late 2019 and over a full year; the estimated number of eligible 
contributors who will avail of the benefit in late 2019 and over a full year; the cost of extending 
the benefit in late 2019; the allocation made by her Department towards same; the estimated 
allocation for extending the benefit over a full year; and the allocation made by her Department 
for extending the benefit in 2020. [42498/19]

16/10/2019WRK02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): It 
is my intention that the new scheme of jobseeker’s benefit for the self-employed, which I an-
nounced as part of the Budget 2019, will be introduced from November this year.  This scheme 
will provide a social insurance contribution-based benefit to the self-employed who lose their 
self-employment and consequently are not engaged in self-employment.

The Social Welfare Bill 2019 introducing the new scheme on a statutory basis was published 
on the 28 June.  It has completed all stages in the Seanad and will be introduced to the Dáil this 
week.

As with any new demand led scheme it is difficult to forecast the numbers that will apply 
and qualify for this benefit.  Labour market conditions and the prevailing economic conditions 
will affect the take up of this scheme and as a consequence the costs.  My Department has 
provided €0.7 million for 2019 in the estimates and €15.8m for 2020 which will be the first 
full year of the scheme.  The expected number of claimants for the jobseeker’s benefit (self-
employed) scheme is 650 for 2019 and 2,600 in 2020.

 This measure is part of the Government’s stated aim of creating a supportive environment 
for entrepreneurship, including providing an income safety net to both employees and self-
employed people.  The addition of this new scheme builds on other significant improvements 
for self-employed people in recent years such as access to invalidity pension and treatment ben-
efits in 2017.  All these improvements to entitlements are a real advance in the level of cover 
available to the self-employed.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

16/10/2019WRK02600Budget 2020

16/10/2019WRK02700261. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection further to budget 2020 the allocations to both the rural social scheme and the farm 
assist scheme in 2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42503/19]

16/10/2019WRK02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
allocation for the Rural Social Scheme in 2020 is €54m, as published in the 2020 Budget Esti-
mates on Budget Day.  

The allocation for the Farm Assist Scheme in 2020 is €61m, as published in the 2020 Budget 
Estimates on Budget Day.

16/10/2019WRK02900Labour Activation Measures

16/10/2019WRK03000262. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the details of her returnships for women announced in budget 2020; the funding that has 
been allocated to this initiative; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42506/19]
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16/10/2019WRK03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Notwithstanding the very positive and consistent developments in the labour market, there is 
an ongoing need to target activation interventions at those who are distant from the labour mar-
ket. Recent research from the Irish Government Economic and Evaluation Service found that 
women represented the majority of inactive working age adults, despite the fact that the num-
ber of females in the labour force has been consistently increasing over the last decade. These 
trends also indicate females have a higher propensity to be outside the labour market than males 
as they grow older. As at Q2 2018, Ireland’s female participation rate stands at 55.7% while the 
male rate is 68.4%. 

A number of measures are being designed as pre-employment supports to target these re-
turners and others who are distant from the labour force.  The total allocation for these measures 
will be €2.5m during the coming year.

I trust this clarifies the situation for the Deputy.

16/10/2019WRK03200Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

16/10/2019WRK03300263. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of meetings held and the progress made regarding the issue of pensions for 
community employment supervisors following the postponement of industrial action by super-
visors in May 2019 for the final resolution of this dispute; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [42530/19]

16/10/2019WRK03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
am currently engaging with representatives of Community Employment supervisors to discuss 
issues arising following the 2008 Labour Court Recommendation.  All parties to this process 
have agreed that the detail of the discussions should remain confidential while the engagement 
is ongoing.  I would ask Deputies to respect these wishes and allow the talks to continue free 
from speculation which might prove unhelpful at this stage.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

16/10/2019WRK03500Departmental Projects

16/10/2019WRK03600264. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the purpose of her proposed research project to examine funeral poverty here; the amount 
allocated in budget 2020; the details of the person or body carrying out the research; the range 
of matters to be addressed; the expected or planned timescale for completion; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [42531/19]

16/10/2019WRK03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
sadness surrounding the bereavement of a loved one can be further compounded by the fi-
nancial worries that some families can endure at this time.  A report by Senator Mary Louise 
O’Donnell “Finite Lives - An examination of State Services in Ireland” (Part 2 of which was 
published in 2017), set out recommendations for a whole of Government approach to support-
ing end-of-life issues.  One of the recommendations of this report was to conduct research on 
the socio-economic impacts of the costs associated with death, dying and bereavement.   

In Budget 2020, I announced funding to support a research project by the Irish Hospice 
Foundation which intends to examine funeral poverty in Ireland and the wider economic impact 
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of bereavement.  The amount which I have allocated as a once off contribution to the cost of 
this research is €60,000 for 2020, and will support the Irish Hospice Foundation in carrying out 
this independent research.  

This research will examine how bereavement affects people, particularly the economic im-
pact of death.  It will seek to trace the dynamics of bereavement in Ireland, identify immediate 
and longer-term impacts on families, identify the costs and deficits, and explore ways to miti-
gate against economic impact.  

I am happy to provide support to the Foundation in conducting research in this important 
area, which will serve to further inform future Government policy in this matter.

Officials in my Department will continue to engage with the Foundation on the methodol-
ogy and  timescale for completion of the research during 2020. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

16/10/2019WRK03800Carer’s Allowance Eligibility

16/10/2019WRK03900265. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if the impact on the income disregard for the carer’s allowance was given consideration in 
view of the increase in the hours permissible to work as announced as part of budget 2020; if 
the income disregard for carers will be revised in view of the increase in the hours that they can 
work (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42551/19]

16/10/2019WRK04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): As 
part of Budget Measures 2020, I announced that those in receipt of Carer’s Allowance, Carer’s 
Benefit and the Carer’s Support Grant could increase the number of hours they can work, study 
or attend a training course outside the home from 15 to 18.5 hours.  Over 1,200 family carers 
are expected to benefit from this change at a cost of €11.6 million. 

I particularly prioritised this measure in response to the carers I have met who have told me 
that they found the current number of 15 hours to be too restrictive.  

An increase from 15 hours to 18.5 will accommodate increased participation by carers in 
work or training to strengthen their connection with the labour force, while also serving the ad-
ditional purpose of reducing the social alienation experienced by many carers.  This measure 
will have a positive impact in the lives of many carers, particularly women; at the end of 2018 
over 76 per cent of carers in receipt of Carer’s Allowance were women.  

In its pre-Budget submission, Family Carers Ireland proposed an increase in the disregard 
for Carer’s Allowance of €117.50 (single) and €235.00 (couple) per week.  My department 
costed this proposal using the ESRI SWITCH, which estimated a cost of approximately €73 
million p.a.  With income tax and Working Family Payment offsets, net expenditure is estimated 
in the order of €55 million p.a.

Changes to schemes have to be considered in an overall budgetary and policy context and 
from an evidence based perspective.  In that respect it is worth noting that 70 per cent of the cur-
rent recipients of Carer’s Allowance have no means, while a further 18 per cent have means of 
less than €7.60 per week.  In addition, the existing income disregard and means test for Carer’s 
Allowance is the most generous within the social welfare system, with the amount of weekly 
earnings disregarded is €332.50 for a single person and €665 for a couple. 
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I hope this clarifies the issue for the Deputy.

16/10/2019WRK04100Social Welfare Code

16/10/2019WRK04200266. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
her views on the case of a person (details supplied) regarding the calculation of means for an 
adult dependent; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42599/19]

16/10/2019WRK04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): For 
contributory schemes based on the claimant’s social insurance record (such as State Pension 
Contributory), an increase for a Qualified Adult is payable at the maximum rate of payment 
where the means of the spouse/partner is €100 a week or less.  Reduced rates are payable where 
the means are over €100 and less than €310 per week.  No increase is payable where the means 
of the spouse/partner are in excess of €310 per week.

The means assessed are those of the spouse/partner only and generally include: 

- Income from employment and self-employment;

- Income from other private, occupational or foreign pensions;

- Income from any other sources including insurance policies such as life assurance, a trust 
fund, a deed of covenant, social welfare payments other than payments made in respect of a 
minor (e.g. child benefit, guardians, foster child etc.), maintenance payments from a former 
spouse/civil partner, and various other forms of periodic payment;

- Income from capital, property, investments, as well as savings.  If a second property is 
owned jointly or by the spouse/partner, the rental income from this property is assessed.  The 
capital value (less any outstanding mortgage) will be assessed if the property is not rented.

It should be noted that the value of the family home, regardless of who is the legal owner, is 
never taken into account in this assessment. 

Means of the claimant are not included in the assessment.  Where, for example, a couple has 
a joint savings account, the value of half of the capital amount is assessed against the spouse/
partner. 

The general rule for assessment of pension funds or annuities is that money invested in a 
pension fund is not assessable for means purposes until it is accessible.  However, this must 
specifically be a pension fund, and not a general savings account being used by the spouse/
partner as savings for their retirement.  The rules of a pension scheme will determine what and 
when benefits are payable from the scheme.

The value of any cash which is available as a regular income from a pension fund is assessed 
on the basis of the weekly value of that income.  Where regular pension payments are received 
and treated as income for means purposes, the capital valuation of that fund is not included in 
the means assessment.

Depending on the circumstances of this case, the person concerned may wish to consider 
submitting an application to the Scope Section of my Department for decision on a retrospec-
tive partnership.

16/10/2019WRK04400Paternity Leave
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16/10/2019WRK04500267. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if a family (details supplied) is eligible for the new two week paternity leave; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [42600/19]

16/10/2019WRK04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Par-
ent’s Benefit is a new scheme which will provide two weeks paid leave to both parents, who are 
on parent’s leave from work and covered by social insurance.   It will be available for the first 
year of a child’s life and will be paid at the same rate as that for maternity or paternity leave.  
This leave will be available to parents of children born or placed with their adoptive parents on 
or after the implementation of the new scheme, effective from 1 November 2019.  

This new scheme does not impact on the paid or unpaid leave entitlements already in place 
and is in addition to that already available under maternity benefit (26 weeks paid and 16 weeks 
unpaid), paternity benefit (2 weeks paid) and unpaid parental leave (22 weeks).  The leave 
can also be taken immediately after maternity or paternity leave where this is certified by the 
employer.  Parent’s leave can be taken in a single block or in 2 individual weeks which allows 
flexibility to parents to decide when best to avail of the leave. 

Based on the information provided by the Deputy, it would appear that the family concerned 
will be able to avail of this new support.  Applications for the scheme will become avail-
able once the necessary legislation is enacted, which I expect will be the case over the coming 
weeks.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

16/10/2019WRK04700Commercial Rates Valuation Process

16/10/2019WRK04800268. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the steps he is taking to support businesses concerned about the impact of commercial 
rates increases on the future of their businesses due to the national review; if he has consulted 
with other ministerial colleagues in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42464/19]

16/10/2019WRK04900269. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the status of plans to support businesses concerned about the impact of commercial 
rates increases on the future of their businesses due to the national review; if he has consulted 
with other ministerial colleagues in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42536/19]

16/10/2019WRK05000274. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of plans to support businesses concerned about the impact of commercial rates 
increases on the future of their businesses due to the national review; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42478/19]

16/10/2019WRK05100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 268, 269 and 274 together.

As Minister with special responsibility for Local Government and having served as a mem-
ber of Kilkenny County Council I know first-hand the vital role local businesses play in sup-
porting local authorities to deliver critical services to their communities. Commercial Rates, at 
approximately €1.5bn per annum, make up roughly a third of local government current (rev-
enue) income. 
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Recognising the critical importance of commercial rates I prioritised the Local Government 
Rates and Other Matters Act 2019 and it was enacted earlier this year. The Act modernises the 
rates system for both ratepayers and local authorities.

Local authorities are required by legislation to levy rates on any property used for com-
mercial purposes, in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared by the 
independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015.  

The annual rate on valuation (ARV) is decided by the elected members of each local author-
ity in the annual budget and its determination is a reserved function. The ARV is then applied 
to each property’s valuation to obtain the amount payable in rates. 

The independent Commissioner for Valuation is currently conducting a national programme 
of revaluation to provide consistent, up-to-date valuations so that rates are equitably distributed. 
Revaluation results in a redistribution of the commercial rates liability between ratepayers. 
While an individual occupier’s rates liability may increase or decrease, the revaluation will not 
increase the overall commercial rates income of the local authority. It is not the purpose of a 
revaluation to increase the commercial rates collected. 

After a revaluation of a local authority area the Minister is required to make a Rates Limita-
tion Order (RLO) to ensure that the overall rates collected in that area for the following year, 
does not increase beyond normal inflation and buoyancy to take account of new valuations.  
RLOs have been made for each of the local authorities that have undergone a revaluation to date 
and will be made in the coming weeks in respect of the eight local authorities where revalua-
tions have concluded this year.

To date, revaluations have been fully completed in 16 local authorities, a further eight were 
completed in 2019 and the final tranche should be completed by 2021. At all stages of the pro-
cess, ratepayers are consulted and informed and can bring relevant information to bear on the 
valuation. Ultimately ratepayers have a right of appeal to the Valuation Tribunal. In terms of 
revaluations to date, I understand that the trend is that approximately 60% of ratepayers have 
experienced a decrease.

Local authorities work closely with ratepayers experiencing difficulties with the payment 
of commercial rates.  In this regard, local authorities may facilitate the payment of commercial 
rates by instalments, and work with businesses to put in place flexible payment options. The 
Local Government Rates and Other Matters Act 2019 will further facilitate such flexible ap-
proaches, provided ratepayers engage with the local authority concerned. 

Importantly, the Act also provides for new rates vacancy abatement and rates alleviation 
schemes, to be decided by local authority members in order to promote national and/or local 
policy objectives.  My Department is currently preparing supporting regulations and working 
with local authorities on implementation with a view to commencing these provisions.  These 
new provisions will add to the suite of options already available to local authorities to support 
local businesses and ratepayers.

16/10/2019WRK05300Tenant Purchase Scheme Eligibility

16/10/2019WRK05400270. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the reason tenants of Traveller specific homes are excluded from consideration under the 
terms of the incremental tenant purchase scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[42363/19]
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16/10/2019WRK05500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Housing (Sale of Local Authority Houses) Regulations 2015, provide the basis for the Ten-
ant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme for existing local authority houses.  The Scheme is open to 
eligible tenants, including joint tenants, of local authority houses that are available for sale un-
der the Scheme.  To be eligible, tenants must meet certain criteria, including having a minimum 
reckonable income of €15,000 per annum and having been in receipt of social housing support 
for at least one year.

The Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme came into operation on 1 January 2016 and pro-
vides for the sale of existing local authority houses only. The 2015 Regulations governing the 
Scheme provide for a number of specified classes of houses to be excluded from sale, including 
houses provided to local authorities under Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000, 
as amended, houses specifically designed for older persons, group traveller housing and houses 
provided to facilitate people with disabilities transferring from institutional care to community-
based living. The exclusion of these property types ensures the continued availability within the 
social housing stock of properties that are in short supply. 

Local authorities may also, within the provisions of the Regulations, exclude certain houses 
which, in the opinion of the authority, should not be sold for reasons such as proper stock or 
estate management.  It is a matter for each individual local authority to administer the Scheme 
in its operational area in line with the over-arching provisions of the governing legislation for 
the scheme, and in a manner appropriate to its housing requirements.

16/10/2019WRK05600Foreshore Issues

16/10/2019WRK05700271. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his plans to take action on illegal dumping on a foreshore (details supplied) without 
a foreshore licence; the reason for the delay in dealing with the matter; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [42364/19]

16/10/2019WRK05800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): My Department is awaiting final legal advice on this matter and, 
once received, will determine the appropriate next steps.  

16/10/2019WRK05900Land Development Agency

16/10/2019WRK06000272. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the engagement he or his officials have had with the European Commission on the general 
scheme of the Land Development Agency Bill 2019; the nature, frequency and substance of this 
engagement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42389/19]

16/10/2019WRK06100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Department’s approach, based on advice to date, is that the economic functions of the LDA 
do not give rise to an advantage either to the LDA or other parties under State Aid rules. The 
General Scheme of the Land Development Agency Bill 2019 was developed taking account of 
legal advice in relation to State Aid.  

The European Commission was informed at the time of the establishment of the Land De-
velopment Agency in 2018.  A structured engagement with the European Commission will take 
place in tandem with the legislative process, supported by necessary information on the LDA.  
This structured engagement is consistent with the approach taken in relation to other commer-
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cial state bodies and reflects the specific nature of the LDA.

16/10/2019WRK06200Commercial Rates

16/10/2019WRK06300273. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 708 and 709 of 2 July 2019, if the revalu-
ation of the commercial rates base for County Donegal will commence in the final quarter of 
2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42392/19]

16/10/2019WRK06400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): Decisions with regard to the selection of rating authority areas for 
revaluation are a matter for the independent Commissioner for Valuation, who has responsibil-
ity under the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015 to maintain a valuation list for each Local Authority, 
of all rateable properties in that Local Authority area, which is used to calculate the rates due 
from individual ratepayers.  

Consultation between the Commissioner of Valuation, Donegal County Council and my 
Department has taken place and I understand that the Commissioner intends to sign a Valua-
tion Order to commence the revaluation of all rateable properties in the rating authority area 
of Donegal County Council in early November and that it is intended that the valuation date 
by reference to which all rateable properties in Donegal will be revalued is 16 September 2019 
with the new valuation list to be published on or around 15 September 2021, and to be effective 
for rates purposes from 2022 onwards.

  Question No. 274 answered with Question No. 268.

16/10/2019WRK06600Local Government Fund

16/10/2019WRK06700275. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the details of the €27 million reduction to local government as detailed in budget 2020. 
[42483/19]

16/10/2019WRK06800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): The Government is providing €156 million to support local au-
thorities through the exchequer contribution to the Local Government Fund (LGF) in 2020. On 
a like-for-like basis local authorities will be in receipt of €23 million more in funding in 2020 
when compared to 2019. The extra €23 million represents an increase of 27% in exchequer 
support for local authorities to meet additional pay and pension costs arising from national pay 
agreements.

While there is a headline reduction on the 2019 budget allocation of €185m, this is due to 
a reduction in the exchequer supports required by local authorities in 2020. The realignment 
of support for Local Government in 2020 is largely as a result of the valuation of Irish Water 
as a global utility liable for commercial rates from 2020. As a consequence of this, there is no 
longer a requirement for general water rates compensation in 2020. The Department is actively 
monitoring the financial impact of this transition on individual local authorities in the context 
of their overall financial position.

It is expected that the LGF will make Local Property Tax (LPT) allocations of €516.8m in 
2020 (up from €503m in 2019). The increase in LPT allocations is accounted for, in the most 
part, by the decisions of 19 local authorities to increase their LPT rates above the basic rate for 
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2020. 

16/10/2019WRK06900Water Services Infrastructure

16/10/2019WRK07000276. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the reason for the delay in implementing the new three-year investment pro-
gramme for water services in rural areas that was announced in February 2019 to be in place by 
the end of April 2019; when the changes will be rolled out; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [42546/19]

16/10/2019WRK07100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): On 
8 February this year, I announced details of the measures being funded through my Department 
under the Multi-Annual Rural Water Programme 2019-2021. 

Local authorities were subsequently invited to submit their bids for the funding of schemes 
or projects in their functional areas. An Expert Panel was put in place to support the evalua-
tion process and its membership includes Departmental, stakeholder and independent repre-
sentation. The Expert Panel has made recommendations to my Department on the suitability of 
schemes and projects for funding based on objective criteria which are set out in the framework 
document issued to local authorities when requesting proposals. 

Earlier this week, on 14 October, and based on the recommendations of the Expert Panel I 
announced approval of projects and schemes under the multi-annual programme. Local authori-
ties were informed of the details on the same date.

Work is also at an advanced stage of development for 2 new schemes to replace exist-
ing schemes which assist householders, in certain circumstances, in the provision of on-site 
domestic water supplies and waste water treatment systems. I expect that the process will be 
completed shortly when the necessary regulations dealing with the financial assistance arrange-
ments and related administrative matters are put in place. This will enable a circular letter, terms 
and conditions, guidance and the application form to issue to local authorities shortly thereafter. 

16/10/2019WRL00200Social and Affordable Housing Expenditure

16/10/2019WRL00300277. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if he will address concerns that Dublin City Council was involved in the payment of 
moneys relating to criminal activities at a social housing development in Dublin city; when 
his or a Minister of State’s attention was drawn to this issue; the measures taken in response 
to ensure that such practices are not being carried out at other local authority social housing 
developments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42548/19]

16/10/2019WRL00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Contributing financially towards criminality cannot be condoned in any circumstances, nor 
should intimidation and anti-social behaviour be tolerated or rewarded in any way.

While concerns around alleged intimidation, anti-social behaviour and other criminality 
in relation to the social housing development concerned were raised with a number of public 
bodies, including An Garda Siochana and my Department, in late 2016/early 2017, the sugges-
tion that certain payments were made on foot of advice from Dublin City Council officials only 
emerged in the context of recent Court proceedings.  Following the matter coming to light, I and 
my Department have been in contact with my colleague, the Minister for Justice and Equality, 
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and with Dublin City Council.  On foot of this, I am commissioning an independent investiga-
tion to establish the facts in relation to this matter.  

Accordingly, I will be engaging closely with the Attorney General in relation to the arrange-
ments for the investigation.  The question of further action will be considered in light of the 
outcome of this work, which I intend to complete quickly.

16/10/2019WRL00500Commercial Rates Calculations

16/10/2019WRL00600278. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if he or local authorities have the power to apply a discount to commercial rates 
in cases in which businesses have been adversely affected by roadworks resulting in reduced 
trade; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [42625/19]

16/10/2019WRL00700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): Local authorities are required by legislation to levy rates on any 
property used for commercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation 
lists prepared by the independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Acts 2001 to 
2015.  The levying and collection of rates are matters for each individual local authority.

The annual rate on valuation (ARV) is decided by the elected members of each local author-
ity in the annual budget and its determination is a reserved function. The ARV is applied to the 
valuation for each property determined by the Valuation Office to obtain the amount payable in 
rates.

Local authorities also work closely with ratepayers experiencing difficulties with the pay-
ment of commercial rates.  In this regard, local authorities may facilitate the payment of com-
mercial rates by instalments, and work with businesses to put in place flexible payment options.

The Local Government Rates and Other Matters Act 2019, enacted earlier this year, mod-
ernises the legislation governing commercial rates.  The Act will further facilitate such flexible 
approaches, provided ratepayers engage with the local authority concerned. Importantly, the 
act also provides for new rates vacancy abatement and rates alleviation schemes, to be decided 
by local authority members in order to promote national and/or local policy objectives.  My 
Department is currently preparing supporting regulations and working with local authorities 
on implementation with a view to commencing these provisions.  These new provisions will 
add to the suite of options already available to local authorities to support local businesses and 
ratepayers.

16/10/2019WRL00800Turf Cutting

16/10/2019WRL00900279. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht her views on a matter (details supplied) regarding the turf cutting ban; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [42395/19]

16/10/2019WRL01000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Signifi-
cant efforts have been made by the State to resolve the issue of the protection of Ireland’s raised 
bog special areas of conservation within the framework of the EU Habitats Directive. This has 
included the establishment of the Peatlands Council, intensive and on-going engagement with 
turf cutting interests, the farming community, non-governmental organisations and with the 
European Commission, as well as the establishment of a long-term compensation scheme for 
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affected turf cutters.

The cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme was established in 2011 for active turf 
cutters arising from the cessation of turf cutting on raised bog special areas of conservation and 
was extended in 2014 to include natural heritage areas. It is comprised of a payment of €1,500 
per annum, index-linked, for 15 years, or relocation, where feasible, to a non-designated bog, 
together with a once-off legal agreement payment of €500. 

While applicants are waiting for relocation sites to be investigated, prepared and developed, 
they may, on an interim basis, opt for the annual payment or opt to receive an annual supply of 
up to 15 tonnes of cut turf delivered to their homes. 

 From 2012 to date, 18,506 annual payments and 1,150 deliveries of turf have been made in 
respect of applications received under the scheme for raised bog special areas of conservation 
at a cost of just under €29.4m. In addition, 1,837 once-off legal agreement payments have been 
made costing €938,500. 

Resulting from a recommendation of the report of the Peatlands Forum held in 2012, the Na-
tional Raised Bog Special Areas of Conservation Management Plan 2017-2022 was approved 
by the Government and published in 2017.  The Plan sets out a framework for the conserva-
tion, management and restoration of the raised bog network whilst addressing the needs of turf 
cutters and other stakeholders. The cost of the development of the National Management Plan 
(including scientific studies on the conservation and restoration of the raised bogs), the National 
Peatlands Strategy 2015 and the 2014 review of the Raised Bog Natural Heritage Area Network 
was approximately €1.923m.

Operational costs for the Peatlands Council to date stand at €0.040m.

The framework for the restoration programme for Ireland’s raised bog special areas of con-
servation is contained within the National Raised Bog Special Areas of Conservation Manage-
ment Plan 2017-2022. Work on the restoration programme has already begun with a €5.4m 
project ‘The Living Bog’ which is co-funded under the EU LIFE 2014-2020 programme. The 
Department is managing this project and is contributing €1.352m as well as expert ecological 
resources and know-how, with the European Commission providing €4.056m. 

In tandem with the LIFE project, the National Parks and Wildlife Service of the Department 
is undertaking restoration works on State owned lands within the protected raised bog network. 
Costs to date for these works, including project management of the works, is €0.542m.  

I was pleased to recently announce that €7m is being provided in the budget for 2020 for the 
restoration and conservation of peatlands.

16/10/2019WRL01100Arts Funding

16/10/2019WRL01200280. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
the funding application process for Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann is being reviewed; if the Arts 
Council will have a role in such changes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[42415/19]

16/10/2019WRL01300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): There 
are currently no plans to change the funding arrangements with respect to Comhaltas Ceoltóirí 
Éireann.  Rather, in the recognition of the importance of all forms of the traditional arts, my 
Department will continue to explore with all stakeholders how best to strengthen, preserve and 
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develop this sector across the island of Ireland and beyond.

16/10/2019WRL01400National Parks and Wildlife Service

16/10/2019WRL01500281. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht her views on whether the National Parks and Wildlife Service had at its disposal adequate 
resources to deal with its responsibilities for protecting special areas of conservation, such as at 
a location (details supplied). [42452/19]

16/10/2019WRL01600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Budget 
2020 announced total funding for my Heritage division of some €62.5m, up from €54m this 
year – an increase of over €8m or 15.5%. This is comprised of an additional capital provision 
of €6.75m (up 44%) on 2019 and additional current funding of €1.6m. In 2019, my Department 
allocated some €13.727 to the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS). This investment 
represents a significant proportion of my Department’s overall budget and reflects my contin-
ued commitment to the NPWS.  

Staffing levels across my Department are kept under regular review in line with emerging 
business needs and Government policy on public sector pay and staffing as advised by the De-
partment of Public Expenditure and Reform.  Of the total permanent Department’s staff of 679, 
351 work in the area of natural heritage through the NPWS.

I am pleased to note that in 2019, my Department recruited additional staffing resources for 
the NPWS including  5  permanent ecologists to NPWS, 15 Rangers  and 4 permanent staff for 
the National Parks including 3 General Operatives.  In 2019 to date there has been a net increase 
of 18 permanent staff assigned to the NPWS.  In addition, each year, my Department recruits 
in the region of 70 seasonal staff to meet demand during the busy tourist season at the National 
Parks. Frontline conservation Rangers are deployed through a regional structure and assign-
ments are determined in light of Departmental business needs and priorities.  

Within those staffing contexts, officials of my Department carry out scientific research, sur-
vey work and monitor compliance with the with national and European law in relation to nature 
conservation across the country, as well as conducting patrols and site visits to enforce the vari-
ous provisions of these Acts, as required. Many of these officers carry out work in more than 
one county.

16/10/2019WRL01700Budget 2020

16/10/2019WRL01800282. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
further to budget 2020 the current and capital funding allocations in 2020 for each item (details 
supplied) in tabular form. [42453/19]

16/10/2019WRL01900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): A de-
tailed breakdown of my Department’s estimated expenditure will be provided in the Revised 
Estimates Volume 2020 which will be published prior to year end.

Total funding for the Irish Language, the Gaeltacht and the Islands included in Programme 
C of my Department’s Vote for 2020 amounts to almost €58m, up from €55.5m last year, which 
represents a 4% increase.

Údarás na Gaeltachta will receive an additional capital allocation of €1m, bringing  its core 
capital allocation to €10m (an increase of over 11% on 2019). This will enable the attraction of 
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additional investment to Gaeltacht areas and support the maintenance and creation of jobs in 
Údarás client companies.

Údarás na Gaeltachta will also receive an additional €200,000 in current funding for Gael-
tacht co-operatives, bringing to over €1m the increases provided to this important sector over 
the past 5 years.

Údarás na Gaeltachta will also have access to additional capital funding in the event of a 
no-deal Brexit.

I am particularly pleased to be in a position to obtain additional current and capital funding 
for Údarás na Gaeltachta at a time when the work of the organisation will be more important 
than ever. 

Investment in the delivery of the 20-Year Strategy for the Irish Language 2010-2030 will re-
main a priority in 2020.  An additional €500,000 will go towards the language planning process 
in 2020. The establishment of  Gaeltacht Language Planning Areas is well underway, and my 
Department expects up to 23 language plans to be approved before the end of the year. So far, of 
the 26 Gaeltacht Language Planning Areas, 16 plans have been approved to date.  This follows 
measures announced over the past year to support the language planning process, including 
additional significant investment to support the early years sector, language transmission in the 
family setting and the traditional arts.

An additional allocation of €275,000 for 2020 will ensure the continued provision of essen-
tial transport services to the islands. This additional allocation follows the recent establishment 
by me of an Inter-Departmental Committee for Island Development.

The aim of Programme D of my Department’s Vote is to maintain, develop and promote 
cross-border co-operation in the context of the implementation of the Good Friday Agreement.  
Under this programme, both Irish and Ulster-Scots language and culture are promoted through 
the work of Foras na Gaeilge and the Ulster-Scots Agency.  Unfortunately, in the absence of a 
North-South Ministerial Council, it has not been possible to allocate additional monies to this 
programme in 2020.  That said, my Department makes every effort, where possible, to allocate 
funding direct to Foras na Gaeilge’s lead organisations to support the services they provide to 
Irish-speaking communities.

Budget 2020 has been framed in the context of an imminent Brexit.  However, through the 
continued investment, in challenging times, outlined herein, we will continue with our work 
on the implementation of the Government’s 20 Year Strategy for the Irish Language next year.

16/10/2019WRL02000Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Applications

16/10/2019WRL02100283. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if the 
delay in the processing of a compensation payment for a person (details supplied) will be inves-
tigated; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [42491/19]

16/10/2019WRL02200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): An ap-
plication for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme has been 
received by my Department from the individual referred to in the Deputy’s Question. With 
respect to 53 raised bog special area of conservation sites, the qualifying criteria for the scheme 
are that:

-  The applicant must have had a legal interest (ownership or a turbary right (right to cut 
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turf)) in one of these sites on 25 May 2010 and must have had the right to cut and remove turf 
from the property on that date;

-  The applicant must have been cutting turf on the land in question during the relevant five 
year period (up to 25 May 2010 in respect of the 29 raised bog special areas of conservation 
nominated for designation between 1997 and 1999 and up to 31 December 2011 in respect of 
the 24 raised bog special areas of conservation nominated for designation in 2002);

-  The turf resource on the site has not been exhausted; and

-  No turf cutting or associated activity is ongoing on the property. 

I have been advised that an annual payment for 2019 under the scheme for the applicant has 
been approved and he should receive his payment in the coming weeks.

16/10/2019WRL02300Special Areas of Conservation

16/10/2019WRL02400284. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the number of bog SACs which have now been resolved; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [42539/19]

16/10/2019WRL02500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Signifi-
cant efforts have been made by the State to resolve the issue of the protection of Ireland’s raised 
bog special areas of conservation within the framework of the EU Habitats Directive. This has 
included the establishment of the Peatlands Council, intensive and on-going engagement with 
turf cutting interests, the farming community, non-governmental organisations and with the 
European Commission, as well as the establishment of a long-term compensation scheme for 
affected turf cutters. The aim is to address the needs of turf cutters as part of an overall raised 
bog designated sites network solution, as set out in the National Raised Bog Special Areas of 
Conservation Management Plan 2017-2022. This involves a balance of protecting traditional 
rights, providing compensation where these rights are curtailed, and seeking to facilitate fea-
sible alternatives, where possible, while working to ensure that Ireland meets its legal obliga-
tions.

In the region of 2,000 applicants have qualified for payment under the cessation of turf cut-
ting compensation scheme from 48 of the 53 raised bog special area of conservation sites. There 
are particular reasons as to there being no qualifying applicants under the scheme for the re-
maining 5 sites, for example, the lack of turf cutting on these sites during the qualifying period. 

For 11 raised bog special areas of conservation, relocation sites within non-designated bogs 
have been identified and developed. Some of these relocation sites have been operational since 
2013/14 with domestic turf cutting scheduled to begin in the 2020 season in the most recently 
developed sites. Relocation sites for a further 8 special areas of conservation have been identi-
fied by the Department and are at various stages of development. The Department is still inves-
tigating suitable relocation sites for 7 raised bog special areas of conservation.

For a number of the special area of conservation sites, the non-designated site identified may 
not be suitable or may not have the capacity to cater for the number of turf cutters who may 
wish to relocate there. In such cases and within the framework of the National Raised Bog Spe-
cial Areas of Conservation Management Plan 2017-2022, the Department, in consultation with 
turf cutter representatives, is considering the available options in terms of relocation and the 
provisions of the Habitats Directive to provide for turf cutting with certain areas of the raised 
bog special areas of conservation. 14 sites are under consideration for the possible application 
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of article 6 of the Directive.

16/10/2019WRL02600Caiteachas Ranna

16/10/2019WRL02700285. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den an Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta an gceapann sí go bhfuil cothrom na féinne á fáil ag Pobal na Gaeltachta agus na Gaeilge 
ós rud é go bhfuil €5 mhilliún sa bhreis á thabhairt don Chomhairle Ealaíon, ach nach bhfuil ach 
€2.4 milliún sa bhreis á thabhairt do Roinn na Gaeltachta i gcomhair na Gaeltachta, na Gaeilge, 
Fhoras na Gaeilge agus na n-oileán ar fad le chéile; an bhfuil cúrsaí ealaíon dhá oiread níos 
tábhachtaí ná inmharthanacht phobal labhartha na Gaeilge sa Ghaeltacht agus lasmuigh di; an 
lorgóidh an tAire breis maoinithe don Ghaeltacht agus don Ghaeilge sna Meastacháin Athbhre-
ithnithe roimh an Nollaig. [42623/19]

16/10/2019WRL02800Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): Athníonn an Rialtas an tábhacht a bhaineann leis na hÉalaíona, an Ghaeilge agus 
ár nOidhreacht togtha agus Nádúrtha mar nithe  idirghaolmhara dár bhféinúlacht agus dár n-
oidhreacht chultúrtha.

Tá sé seo le feiceáil sna méadaithe sna hallúntais sna cláir sin le dhá bhliain anuas, ach go 
háirithe, i maoiniú faoi Thionscadal Éirinn 2040. Beag beann ar an gá le chur chuige cúramach 
maidir le hairgead poiblí i gcomhtheacs na héiginnteachta a bhaineann leis an mBreatimeacht, 
tá méidithe bainte amach trasna an trí clár de chuid na Roinne do 2020.

I dtéarmaí an allúntais bhreise don Chomhairle Ealaíon a bhfuil tagairt déanta dó, tá san 
áireamh anseo maoiniú atá athdháilithe i leith nithe atá á maoiniú ag an Roinn faoi láthair.  Ar 
an iomlán, méadaíodh an allúntas do Chlár Cultúir (Clár A) na Roinne faoi 2% i gcomparáid le 
méadú de 4% do Chlár na Gaeilge, na Gaeltachta agus na nOileáin (Clár C) de chuid na Roinne.

Ní mór don Teachta a nótáil go dtiocfaidh méadú de 4% ar sholáthar Chlar C de chuid Vóta 
mo Roinne don Ghaeilge, don Ghaeltacht agus do na hOileáin i 2020 le hais méadaithe de 2% 
ar sholáthar Chlár A do Chultúr, as a dtagann an maoiniú don Chomhairle Ealaíon.

Is é aidhm Cláir C mo Roinne tacú leis an nGaeilge agus le húsáid na teanga mar phríomhthe-
anga an phobail sa Ghaeltacht agus cuidiu´ le forbairt inbhuanaithe an phobail ar na hoileáin.  
Tá maoiniú iomlán de bhreis is €58m curtha i leataobh don Chlár seo i 2020. 

Leis an allúntas seo, déanfar infheistíocht bhreise a mhealladh chuig ceantair Ghaeltachta 
chun poist a chruthú tríd an méid atá ar bun ag Údarás na Gaeltachta. Gheobhaidh an tÚdarás 
leithdháileadh breise caipitil de €1m chun a leithdháileadh ar bhun-chaipiteal a thabhairt suas 
go dtí €10m, méadú de bhreis agus 11% le hais 2019. 

Chomh maith leis sin, cuirfear €200,000 breise in airgead reatha ar fáil d’Údarás na Gael-
tachta le dáileadh ar na chomharchumainn Ghaeltachta. Sin ós cionn €1m nó méadú de 25%, in 
airgead breise atá curtha ar fáil don earnáil thábhachtach seo le trí bliana anuas.

Anuas ar a ghnáthsholáthar caipitil, beidh teacht ag Údarás na Gaeltachta ar mhaoiniú breise 
sa chás go dtarlóidh Breatimeacht gan ord gan eagar.

Táim thar a bheith sásta, dár ndóigh, a bheith in ann maoiniú breise reatha agus caipitil a 
fháil d’Údarás na Gaeltachta le linn tréimhse a mbeidh tábhacht faoi leith ag baint le hobair na 
heagraíochta.

Déanfar infheistíocht leanúnach i 2020 chun an Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge a chur i 
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bhfeidhm. Cuirfear €500,000 breise i dtreo an phróisis pleanála teanga. Tá bunú na Limistéir 
Pleanála Teanga sa Ghaeltacht faoi lán seoil agus tá súil ag an Roinn go gceadófar suas le 23 
plean teanga ar fad faoin bpróiseas roimh dheireadh na bliana. Tá 16 as 26 Limistéar Pleanála 
Teanga sa Ghaeltacht ceadaithe go dtí seo. Fógraíodh bearta nua le bliain anuas chun tacú leis 
an bpróiseas teanga, lena n-áirítear, infheistíocht shuntasach bhreise chun tacú leis an earnáil 
luathbhlianta, seachadadh teanga i saol an teaghlaigh agus na healaíona traidisiúnta.  

Cinnteoidh leithdháileadh breise de €275,000 don bhliain 2020 go mbeidh fáil ar sheirbhísí 
iompair riachtanacha chuig na hoileáin.  Tagann sé seo sna sála ar an gcinneadh a rinne mé le 
gairid Coiste Idir-Rannach maidir le Forbairt na nOileán a bhunú.

Is é aidhm Chláir D na Roinne comhoibriú Thuaidh-Theas a choinneáil, a fhorbairt agus a 
chur chun cinn i gcomhthéacs Chomhaontú Aoine an Chéasta a chur i bhfeidhm. Faoin gClár 
seo, déanfar teanga agus cultúr na Gaeilge agus an hUltaise a chur chun cinn trí Fhoras na 
Gaeilge agus Gníomhaireacht na hUltaise. In éagmais Chomhairle Aireachta Thuaidh-Theas, 
faraor, ní bheidh ar ár gcumas airgead breise a chur isteach sa gclár seo i 2020. É sin ráite, dé-
anann mo Roinn gach iarracht, áit gur féidir, airgead a chur díreach chuig ceanneagraíochtaí 
Fhoras na Gaeilge chun tacú leo cur lena gcuid seirbhísí do phobal na Gaeilge.

Cuireadh Buiséad 2020 le chéile i gcomhthéacs Breatimeacht a bheith ar tí tarlú.  Tríd an 
infheistíocht leanúnach seo, áfach, i gcúinsí dúshlánacha, leanfaimid le cur i bhfeidhm Straitéis 
20-Bliain an Rialtais don Ghaeilge. 


