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Questions Nos. 1 to 4, inclusive, answered orally.

10/10/2019WRA00500Hospital Services

10/10/2019WRA006005. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 1301 of 6 September 2019, the status of the options appraisal for the model 4 
hospital at Merlin Park, Galway; if the options appraisal was submitted to the HSE and his De-
partment by the end of September 2019; when the options appraisal will be published; the cost 
to date of the options appraisal process; the anticipated overall cost of the process; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41156/19]

10/10/2019WRA00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy is aware, in May 2017, I gave 
approval to the HSE to conduct an options appraisal for future acute hospital needs in Galway. 
Following the appropriate procurement process, external consultants were appointed to the 
project in July 2018. 

As part of this project, Saolta University Healthcare Group undertook a planning project to 
assess the population health needs for the Hospital’s catchment area in order to inform existing 
and future service needs to ensure the delivery of safe high quality acute, elective and cancer 
care for patients across the West/Northwest. 

Earlier this year, the HSE extended the scope of the appraisal to incorporate interim priority 
infrastructural requirements. While this prolonged the timeline for delivery of the report, it al-
lowed for a review of the critical areas requiring infrastructure development, as well as a review 
of the requirements for the elective hospital. 

The HSE has advised that the draft report on the options appraisal is undergoing final re-
view at present, including a submission of the draft report to the Saolta Board for consideration. 
An initial briefing on the draft plan was provided by the HSE to my Department at the end of 
September.  The costs of the options appraisal process will be available once it is concluded.

I look forward to the formal submission of this report which will allow for a detailed exami-
nation of the proposal to ensure it aligns with the Sláintecare vision and provides direction for 
the provision of health services in the West and Northwest into the future.

  Questions Nos. 6 to 12, inclusive, answered orally.

10/10/2019WRA00900Disabilities Assessments

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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10/10/2019WRA0100013. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the way in which he 
plans to speed up access to assessment of needs for children to bring it in line with the statutory 
requirements to ensure the waiting list is no longer than three months and is completed in six 
months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41366/19]

10/10/2019WRA01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Disabil-
ity Act 2005 provides for an Assessment of Need for people with disabilities. Any child thought 
to have a disability, born on, or after June 1st, 2002 is eligible to apply for an ‘Assessment of 
Need’ that will detail his or her health needs arising from a disability.  Since its commencement 
in 2007, there have been significant year on year increases in the number of children applying 
both for an ‘Assessment of Need’ and for disability services generally. Regrettably, these in-
creases have led to the extended waiting periods currently being experienced by children and 
their families.

In order to improve the ‘Assessment of Need’ process and ensure that children receive an in-
tervention as soon as possible, the HSE has developed a new Standard Operating Procedure for 
the Assessment of Need process. This measure will ensure children with disabilities and their 
families, access appropriate assessment and intervention as soon as possible, while at the same 
time bringing consistency to the Assessment of Need process in each Community Healthcare 
Organization of the HSE. 

The HSE  is currently concluding a lengthy consultation and Industrial Relations engage-
ment regarding the implementation of this procedure which it hopes to have in place by the first 
quarter of 2020. In addition, HSE Disability Services is currently engaged in a major reconfigu-
ration of its existing therapy resources for children with disabilities into multi-disciplinary geo-
graphically based teams, as part of its National Programme on Progressing Disability Services 
for Children and Young People (0-18 years).

The key objective of this Programme is to bring about equity of access to disability services 
and consistency of service delivery, with a clear pathway for children with disabilities and their 
families to services, regardless of where they live, what school they go to or the nature of the 
individual child’s difficulties.  Evidence to date from areas where this has been rolled out shows 
that implementation of this programme will also have a positive impact on waiting lists both for 
Assessments of Need and therapy provision.

Recently, an increase in therapy posts was identified as a priority requirement to meet cur-
rent unmet need and projected future needs in children’s disability services nationally. In that 
regard, last year’s Budget provided for the recruitment of an additional 100 therapy posts to 
help reduce the long waiting times for assessment as well as supporting interventions for chil-
dren who need them. The recruitment process for these posts is well underway and a number 
of posts have been filled. This welcome new resource will result in additional new therapy 
posts ranging from Speech and Language Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy, So-
cial Workers and Psychologists.

I am conscious that timely access to assessments and therapies is imperative in a child’s 
development and I fully understand how delays in accessing the service are a source of great 
concern for both children and their families and while not addressing all needs, I am confident 
the initiatives I have outlined will have a significant positive impact in reducing waiting times 
for Assessment of Need over the course of the next year.

  Question No. 14 answered orally.

10/10/2019WRA01300Hospital Waiting Lists
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10/10/2019WRA0140015. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the reason for the large increase in 
the number waiting more than 18 months for an outpatient appointment in the Midland Regional 
Hospital, Tullamore since May 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41200/19]

10/10/2019WRA01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting times for hospital appoint-
ments and procedures is a key commitment of government. While the last 18 months have seen 
considerable progress in the reduction of waiting times for Inpatient and Daycase treatments, 
I am conscious that the Outpatient Waiting List remains a significant challenge as demand for 
acute hospital services continues to grow. 

Waiting list figures for the end of September, due to be published by the National Treatment 
Purchase Fund (NTPF) later this week, show that there are 16,500 people waiting for an outpa-
tient appointment at Midlands Regional Hospital Tullamore. 61% of patients have been wait-
ing less than one year, while 27% (4,500 patients) are currently waiting over 18 months. ENT 
accounts for 69% (3,080) of all patients waiting for an outpatient appointment over 18 months. 

More broadly, the NTPF advise that over recent months they have placed a particular focus 
on engaging with hospital groups and individual hospitals to identify outpatient waiting list 
proposals. In addition, my Department has established a Working Group comprised of represen-
tatives from the HSE, NTPF, and Departmental officials, to examine ways of improving access 
for patients waiting for scheduled care. Part of this work includes developing initiatives which 
will move care to the most appropriate setting, and at the lowest level of complexity. ENT is one 
of the specialties being examined as part of this process. 

Budget 2020 announced that the Government has further increased investment in tackling 
waiting lists, with funding to the NTPF increasing from €75 million in 2019 to €100 million in 
2020. The year-on-year increases to the National Treatment Purchase Fund since Budget 2017 
reflect this Government’s priority to improve waiting times for patients to access hospital treat-
ment. 

My Department is working with the HSE and NTPF to develop the Scheduled Care Access 
Plan 2020. In this regard, the HSE National Service Plan 2020 will set out a planned activity 
level for the year ahead, while the NTPF will work with the hospital system to provide addi-
tionality to reduce inpatient/day case waiting lists, with a particular focus on improving access 
to hospital outpatient services. In 2020, the Department will also be asking the HSE and NTPF 
to work together with the Sláintecare Implementation Office with the aim of driving sustainable 
improvements to service provision.

  Question No. 16 answered orally.

10/10/2019WRA01700Home Care Packages Administration

10/10/2019WRA0180017. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health the action that will be taken to 
reduce the waiting list for homecare in County Clare in which the number waiting has seen a 
significant rise during 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41197/19]

10/10/2019WRA01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): Home supports en-
able older people to remain in their own homes and communities, as well as facilitating timely 
discharge from hospital.  At the end of August, the HSE had provided over 312,000 hours of 
home support in Clare and 1,191 people were receiving the service.  However, I acknowledge 
that in some cases access to the service may take longer than we would like and there were 466 
people waiting for new or additional service.  
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In line with commitments given in the Programme for Government we have made improved 
access to home support services a priority. In 2020 an additional investment of €52 million is 
being made which will provide over 19.2 million hours of home support. This is 1 million hours 
more than the 2019 target and represents a substantial increase in service provision. 

While the existing home support service is delivering crucial support to many people across 
the country, it needs to be improved to better meet the changing needs of our citizens. Includ-
ed in this investment is dedicated funding for the testing of the new statutory home-support 
scheme in 2020. 

The design of the new scheme will involve the establishment of a model of service with a 
streamlined central system of administration to improve and simplify how people access home-
support services. While the administration of the scheme will be centralised, the delivery of ser-
vices will be co-ordinated at local level in line with a person’s assessed need. A core component 
of the Scheme and the testing phase will be the implementation of InterRAI, as the standardised 
assessment tool for determining need under the new scheme. 

The testing phase will include a range of services with a focus on improving both cognitive 
and physical capacity and resilience to support people to live in their homes and in their com-
munities. The core principles of Healthy Ireland, Positive Aging, prevention and early interven-
tion will underpin this approach.

10/10/2019WRA02000Hospital Overcrowding

10/10/2019WRA0210018. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health the measures being taken to 
alleviate overcrowding in Sligo University Hospital in which the figures recorded in Septem-
ber 2019 were the worst recorded for September since an organisation (details supplied) com-
menced keeping records; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41230/19]

10/10/2019WRA02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): According to provisional HSE TrolleyGAR 
data, there was a 2.1% increase in patients counted waiting on trolleys at 8am in Sligo Univer-
sity Hospital ED for the year to date as of the end of September 2019 compared to the same 
period last year. In the month of September 2019, there were 305 patients counted on trolleys 
in Sligo, which was a 1% increase compared to the previous month. 

I wish to acknowledge the distress overcrowded EDs cause to patients, their families and 
frontline staff working in very challenging working conditions in hospitals throughout the coun-
try. My Department is engaging extensively with the HSE this year to identify mitigating ac-
tions to bring down trolley numbers and waiting times in the ED in the face of growing demand.  

Planning for winter 2019/20 has commenced and my Department is working with the HSE 
to finalise the Winter Plan in the coming weeks. Individual Community Healthcare Organisa-
tions (CHOs) and Hospital Groups are preparing Integrated Winter Plans that will focus on 
demand management and reduction, staffing availability, timely access to the most appropriate 
care pathway for patients as well as provide appropriate timely egress from acute hospitals. 
These Integrated Winter Plans will support the development of a single overarching strategic 
level Winter Plan for the HSE. 

The Integrated Winter Plan for Sligo University Hospital will be delivered by a Winter 
Action Team whose membership will include the CEO of the Saolta University Health Care 
Group, the Chief Officer of CHO 1, and the CEO of Sligo University Hospital. 

The Health Service Executive recently published its Capital Plan for 2019-2021 outlining 
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projects to be progressed over the three-year period. The Capital Plan includes a new ward 
block development and additional bed capacity at Sligo University Hospital.

The HSE has advised that preliminary design work and site investigations have been carried 
out for this new development at Sligo University Hospital. Planning approval was granted in 
July 2019 and the project is currently at the detailed design stage.

10/10/2019WRA02300Disability Support Services Provision

10/10/2019WRA0240019. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health his plans to in-
crease the number of personal assistance hours being provided to persons with disabilities; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [41186/19]

10/10/2019WRA02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): In line with 
Government policy, the HSE provides Personal Assistant (PA) Services that are person-centred, 
equitable and transparent to people with a physical and/or sensory disability. 

People with disabilities are now living longer and living with a range of complex needs. In 
line with national policy implemented under Transforming Lives, the focus in recent years has 
been to enable people with disabilities to live lives of their choosing. The provision of Personal 
Assistant hours is an essential component to facilitate this. 

The PA works on a one to one basis, in the home and the community, with a person with a 
physical or sensory disability. A vital element of this personalised support is the full involve-
ment of the service user in planning and agreeing the type and the times when support is pro-
vided to them. Supporting independent living must enhance the person’s control over their own 
life. 

PA Services are mainly provided through a range of voluntary service providers. The need 
for increased services is acknowledged and the HSE continues to work with agencies to explore 
various ways of responding to this need within the budget that is available. 

The HSE has consistently, year on year, increased the number of hours of PA Service deliv-
ered, resulting in the overall number of personal assistance hours increasing by 26% between 
2013 and 2018, an increase in real terms of  340,000 hours. Over the same period the number 
of people receiving PA Services increased by approximately 480 to 2,535.

The increase in PA support over the years reflects the increased provision of ‘in-home’ re-
spite using enhanced PA, in comparison with residential respite. 

The HSE’s 2019 National Service Plan is committed to providing 1.63 million hours of 
personal assistance to people with disabilities, which represents an increase of 170,000 hours 
over the 2018 target. This year, PA Services have been delivered to over 2,550 people with a 
disability.  

In the normal course of service delivery, an individual’s requirements are constantly re-
viewed to ensure services meet changing need.  An individual’s Personal Assistant hours may 
be adjusted following a service review where demand can result in one individual’s hours being 
reduced in order to address priority needs of other people with disabilities within that commu-
nity. 

This much needed flexibility gives local Community Healthcare Organisations the freedom 
to target Personal Assistant hours to maximum effect within their area.
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10/10/2019WRA02600Proposed Legislation

10/10/2019WRA0270020. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health the status of the legislative 
changes to the fair deal scheme for farmers and small business owners; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41369/19]

10/10/2019WRA02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The proposed policy 
change to the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS), to cap contributions based on farm and 
business assets at 3 years where a family successor commits to working the productive asset, 
has been approved by Government. The Department developed draft Heads of Bill while con-
sidering a number of complex ancillary policy and operational matters which may need to be 
addressed in the proposed legislation. 

The General Scheme of Bill for the NHSS was approved by Government on the 11th June 
2019 and subsequently published. The changes to the Scheme will come into effect as soon as 
the legislative process is successfully complete. The Department will progress this as quickly 
as possible, however, the timeline for completion of the legislation will also depend on how it 
passes through the Houses. The General Scheme has been sent to the relevant Joint Committee 
and the Department will participate in pre-legislative scrutiny when the Committee sets a date 
in the coming months. 

It is intended that this proposed policy change, the 3 year cap, will be extended to eligible 
existing participants in long term residential care so that they are not disadvantaged, but that 
there would be no retrospective recoupment of contributions for those who have paid contribu-
tions over and above the 3 year period.

10/10/2019WRA02900Health Strategies

10/10/2019WRA0300021. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health the strategies in place for devel-
oping health services on third level campuses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41215/19]

10/10/2019WRA03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): My Depart-
ment and the HSE are not directly responsible for the provision of routine health services on 
campuses. However, a number of on-campus programmes to promote health and wellbeing 
amongst students take place with the involvement of my Department and the HSE. These in-
clude initiatives around sexual health, mental health and awareness of the risks around tobacco, 
alcohol and substance misuse. 

In terms of sexual health, the HSE Sexual Health and Crisis Pregnancy Programme col-
laborate with the Union of Students in Ireland on the Sexual Health Awareness and Guidance 
(SHAG) campaign every year. The campaign focusses on STI awareness and prevention, con-
sent, contraception, unplanned pregnancy and promotion of the HSE MyOptions service. 

The National Condom Distribution Service functions as a central point for distributing free 
condoms and lubricant sachets to HSE services and other organisations working directly with 
individuals and groups who may be at increased risk of negative sexual health outcomes, in-
cluding young people. 

Further development and expansion of this initiative will be implemented across third level 
college and university access points in late 2019.

Mental Health services for third level students are led by the Higher Education Authority. 
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However, students can avail of all HSE mental health services during their time at third level 
institutions. 

The Department of Health and HSE have been promoting the development of a number 
of digital mental health supports, apps such as +connections, telephone and text services, and 
pilots for on-line counselling and cognitive behavioural therapy services. The HSE also sup-
ports student mental health and wellbeing campaigns such as ReCharge, which was launched 
by Minister Daly in November of last year.

The HSE Tobacco Free Ireland Programme was launched in 2013, with the aim of Ireland 
being tobacco free (use among less than 5% of the population) by 2025. One of the policies 
aimed at the de-normalisation of smoking is to promote tobacco free campuses for all third-
level institutions in consultation with key stakeholders. 

The HSE continues to engage with tobacco stakeholders through a Partners Group and has 
provided supports in terms of Tobacco Free Campus implementation from various third level 
institutions. The HSE has a website, askaboutalcohol.ie, which provides advice to young people 
with regard alcohol consumption.

Reducing the harms caused to individuals, families and communities by substance misuse is 
a core goal of the National Drugs Strategy. ‘Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery’. 

The HSE, in partnership with the Union of Students in Ireland earlier this year launched 
a harm-reduction information campaign, called #SaferStudentNights and has also run initia-
tives over the summer to counteract drug taking. These include harm reduction stands at three 
university events to discuss end of academic year celebrations and festivals and a campaign 
through drugs.ie aimed at university students and festival goers. 

A Healthy Ireland Healthy Campus initiative is currently being developed in consultation 
with the third level sector and is likely to be formally launched in the near future. The Healthy 
Campus initiative will provide a collaborative platform to deliver health and wellbeing initia-
tives across campuses in a consistent manner and provide a platform for sharing best practice 
on implementation.

10/10/2019WRA03200Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

10/10/2019WRA0330022. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a report on 
the works at Kanturk Community Hospital; the timeframe for their completion; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41231/19]

10/10/2019WRA03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive recently pub-
lished its Capital Plan for 2019-2021. The plan includes capital funding for the Community 
Nursing Unit programme and also sets out the current status of all projects within the pro-
gramme, including the refurbishment and extension of Kanturk Community Hospital, County 
Cork.

The Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastruc-
ture projects and has advised that the project is currently at design stage. The planning applica-
tion for the extension to Kanturk Community Hospital was lodged with Cork County Council 
in August. 

It is important to recognise that all capital development proposals must progress through a 
number of approval stages, in line with the Public Spending Code, including detailed appraisal, 
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planning, design and procurement, before a firm timeline or funding requirement can be estab-
lished.

The delivery of capital projects is a dynamic process and is subject to the successful comple-
tion of the various approval stages, which can impact on the timeline for delivery.

10/10/2019WRB0010010/10/2019WRB00200National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

10/10/2019WRB0030023. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the expected completion date 
and projected cost of the national children’s hospital; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39624/19]

10/10/2019WRB00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I advised Government in December 2018 
that the final cost of the design, build and equipment programme for which the National Paedi-
atric Hospital Development Board is responsible was estimated to be €1,433 million. 

There has been no change to this figure advised to Government.   

The PwC report makes clear that the Guaranteed Maximum Price established through the 
two-stage tender process does not provide a contractual ceiling on the project’s cost and signifi-
cant residual risks remain. These include national construction inflation in excess of 4%, any 
changes in scope, legislative changes and the Sectoral Employment Order.    

The National Paediatric Hospital Development Board manages the project, actively moni-
toring the performance of the contract. It also has a focus on identifying and managing risks, 
preventing further cost increases to the greatest extent possible. It has, for example, a robust 
process in place for the assessment of claims by the Contractor in accordance with the Con-
struction Contract. All claims are independently assessed and determined by the Employers 
Representative. Where there is a dispute on the validity of a claim, the Construction Contract 
sets out the dispute management process.   

In relation to timelines, there has been references to construction delays on the project. As 
the Chair of National Paediatric Hospital Development Board advised the Joint Committee on 
Health in June, some delays have arisen to date. However opportunities to mitigate these delays 
will be taken throughout the remainder of the project.   

The main Construction Contractor is currently reporting the project to be behind on certain 
elements of the construction, however, the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board 
has sought a revised programme timeline from the contractor setting out mitigation measures to 
bring construction back on line.

Substantial progress has already been made with the construction of the new children’s 
hospital and associated enabling works. The structural frame on the construction site is now 
reaching roof level in most advanced areas of the building, resulting in the building now being 
visible well above the hoarding.  Basement excavation, with the exception of the temporary 
road, is now complete and piling is also complete. 

It is intended that the main hospital will be completed by late 2022 and following a period 
of commissioning, open to patients in 2023.

10/10/2019WRB00500Home Care Packages Administration
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10/10/2019WRB0060024. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the action that will be taken to 
reduce the waiting list for homecare in counties Sligo and Leitrim in which the numbers wait-
ing have seen a significant rise during 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41194/19]

10/10/2019WRB00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): Home supports en-
able older people to remain in their own homes and communities, as well as facilitating timely 
discharge from hospital.  At the end of August, preliminary data indicates that the HSE had pro-
vided over 1.1million hours of home support in CHO 1 which includes Sligo and Leitrim and 
3,941 people were receiving the service.  However, I acknowledge that in some cases access to 
the service may take longer than we would like and there were 226 people in Sligo and Leitrim  
waiting for new or additional service.  This has slightly reduced to 215 people in September.   

In line with commitments given in the Programme for Government we have made improved 
access to home support services a priority. In 2020 an additional investment of €52 million is 
being made which will provide over 19.2 million hours of home support.  This is 1 million 
hours more than the 2019 target and represents a substantial increase in service provision.   

While the existing home support service is delivering crucial support to many people across 
the country, it needs to be improved to better meet the changing needs of our citizens.   In-
cluded in this investment is dedicated funding for the testing of the new statutory home-support 
scheme in 2020.   

The design of the new scheme will involve the establishment of a model of service with a 
streamlined central system of administration to improve and simplify how people access home-
support services. While the administration of the scheme will be centralised, the delivery of ser-
vices will be co-ordinated at local level in line with a person’s assessed need. A core component 
of the Scheme and the testing phase will be the implementation of InterRAI, as the standardised 
assessment tool for determining need under the new scheme.   

The testing phase will include a range of services with a focus on improving both cogni-
tive and physical capacity and resilience to support people to live in their homes and in their 
communities. The core principles of Healthy Ireland, Positive Ageing, prevention and early 
intervention will underpin this approach.

10/10/2019WRB00800Home Care Packages Administration

10/10/2019WRB0090025. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the action that will be taken to re-
duce the waiting list for homecare in County Kerry in which the numbers waiting have seen a 
significant rise during 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41223/19]

10/10/2019WRB01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): Home supports en-
able older people to remain in their own homes and communities, as well as facilitating timely 
discharge from hospital.  At the end of August, preliminary data indicates that the HSE had 
provided over 1.7 million hours of home support in CHO 4 which includes Cork and Kerry and 
8,929 people were receiving the service.  However, I acknowledge that in some cases access to 
the service may take longer than we would like and the latest information available shows that 
there are 70 people in Kerry waiting for new or additional service.  

In line with commitments given in the Programme for Government we have made improved 
access to home support services a priority. In 2020 an additional investment of €52 million is 
being made which will provide over 19.2 million hours of home support.  This is 1 million 
hours more than the 2019 target and represents a substantial increase in service provision.  
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While the existing home support service is delivering crucial support to many people across 
the country, it needs to be improved to better meet the changing needs of our citizens.   In-
cluded in this investment is dedicated funding for the testing of the new statutory home-support 
scheme in 2020.   

The design of the new scheme will involve the establishment of a model of service with a 
streamlined central system of administration to improve and simplify how people access home-
support services. While the administration of the scheme will be centralised, the delivery of ser-
vices will be co-ordinated at local level in line with a person’s assessed need. A core component 
of the Scheme and the testing phase will be the implementation of InterRAI, as the standardised 
assessment tool for determining need under the new scheme.   

The testing phase will include a range of services with a focus on improving both cogni-
tive and physical capacity and resilience to support people to live in their homes and in their 
communities. The core principles of Healthy Ireland, Positive Ageing, prevention and early 
intervention will underpin this approach.

10/10/2019WRB01100Cancer Screening Programmes

10/10/2019WRB0120026. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health when the audit on cervical cancer 
screening will recommence; and the date from which the audit will commence.  [41163/19]

10/10/2019WRB01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Since 2010, as part of quality assurance 
measures, CervicalCheck reviewed the screening history of every woman notified to it as hav-
ing a diagnosis of cervical cancer, who had previously been screened by the programme. The 
objective of audit and quality review at CervicalCheck was to facilitate continued improvement 
and ongoing learning within the programme. Following the issues which arose in relation to the 
non-disclosure of audit findings, a decision was taken to pause the audit. 

The Scoping Inquiry led by Dr Gabriel Scally made a number of recommendations, one 
of which was that “Audit should continue to be an important component of cervical screening 
as this complies with all good clinical practice. Common, robust and externally validated ap-
proaches to the design, conduct, evaluation and oversight of audits should be developed across 
the screening services.” (Recommendation 26).

This recommendation was accepted by Government, as were all of Dr Scally’s recommen-
dations and actions to implement these were set out in an implementation plan approved by 
Government and published on the website of my Department. As set out in the implementa-
tion plan, the HSE has established an Expert Group within the National Screening Service to 
review the clinical audit processes for interval cancers across all screening programmes. The 
Expert Group, which includes two patient representatives, will develop a report setting out rec-
ommendations for the operation of clinical audit processes across all screening programmes. 
The Expert Group is expected to complete its work at the end of this year, following which its 
recommendations will be implemented by the HSE. I expect that the detail requested by the 
Deputy regarding the timing of the recommencement of the audit, and how it will operate, will 
be informed by the Expert Group’s work and this detail will become available once that work 
is complete.

10/10/2019WRB01400Emergency Departments Waiting Times

10/10/2019WRB0150027. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the action that will be taken to re-
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duce overcrowding in the emergency department in University Hospital Limerick; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41196/19]

10/10/2019WRB01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE TrolleyGAR count shows a 17% 
increase in patients waiting on trolleys in University Hospital Limerick ED for this year up to 
the end of September compared to the same period last year. In the month of September 2019, 
there were 897 patients counted on trolleys in University Hospital Limerick, which was a 28% 
increase compared to the previous month.

It is acknowledged that this is unacceptably high and the HSE are actively working with 
the University of Limerick Hospital Group to ease congestion in University Hospital Limerick 
with a focus on facilitating transfers to Level 2 hospitals, assistance from rehabilitation units 
and Community Health Organisation services, and prioritisation of diagnostics to aid inpatient 
discharges.

My Department is engaging extensively with the HSE this year to identify mitigating ac-
tions across the health service to bring down trolley numbers and waiting times in the ED in the 
face of growing demand.  

Planning for winter 2019/20 has commenced and my Department is working with the HSE 
to finalise the Winter Plan in the coming weeks. Individual Community Healthcare Organisa-
tions (CHOs) and Hospital Groups are preparing Integrated Winter Plans that will focus on 
demand management and reduction, staffing availability, timely access to the most appropriate 
care pathway for patients as well as provide appropriate timely egress from acute hospitals. The 
Integrated Winter Plans will support the development of a single overarching strategic level 
Winter Plan for the HSE.

The Integrated Winter Plan for University Hospital Limerick will be delivered by a Winter 
Action Team whose membership will include the CEO of UL Hospital Group and the Chief 
Officer of CHO Midwest. 

I understand that intensive work is underway between the UL Hospital Group and CHO 
Midwest in the context of recent Emergency Department pressures. Delayed Transfers of Care 
have decreased from a peak of 30 in the last week of August 2019 to 20 in the first week of Oc-
tober 2019.  This joint working will continue throughout the winter period and beyond. 

The winter plan and associated initiatives will be supported by an additional €26m in winter 
funding available nationally, which I have agreed with the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform as part of this week’s Budget. This funding will support access to the Fair Deal scheme 
and the availability of home care, transitional care, aids and appliances and other local actions 
to both facilitate timely hospital discharge and reduce congestion in EDs over the winter period. 

These initiatives build upon the progress that has been made on increasing capacity in Uni-
versity Hospital Limerick. Since December 2017, an additional 25 beds have opened in Uni-
versity Hospital Limerick, including 8 which opened at the start of this year as part of the 
2018/2019 Winter Plan. 

A capital budget of €19.5 million has been approved for the provision of a modular 60-bed 
inpatient ward block at University Hospital Limerick, with funding of €10 million allocated in 
2019. The HSE have advised that the enabling works are complete, and the main contractor is 
now commencing work. This important project will go some way towards addressing the ac-
knowledged lack of bed capacity in the region. 

Furthermore, the National Development Plan includes a 96-bed replacement ward block in 
University Hospital Limerick and capital funding was provided in 2018 to progress the design 
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phase of the project. A design team has been appointed for this project.

10/10/2019WRB01700Respite Care Services

10/10/2019WRB0180028. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the reason for the significant 
fall in the number of overnights with or without day respite accessed by persons with a disabil-
ity in counties Carlow and Kilkenny since 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41202/19]

10/10/2019WRB01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): This Gov-
ernment’s on-going priority is the safeguarding of vulnerable people in the care of the health 
service. We are committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which 
will empower them to live independent lives.

As part of its on-going service provision, this year the HSE National Service Plan set a tar-
get of over 180,000 overnight and 42,500 day respite sessions to families in need right across 
the country. 

As part of its service provision, South East Community Healthcare are committed to en-
suring an equitable and fair approach to service delivery in line with budget allocation. This 
includes the annual delivery of disability services and the planning of services into the future.  

The HSE and its funded agencies provide respite care to children with disabilities. Respite 
can occur in a variety of settings as determined by the needs of the family and within available 
resources. Overnight Respite Services for the parents of children with disability / complex care 
needs in Carlow were previously provided by Holy Angels in Carlow and St Patrick’s Centre 
Services in Kilkenny. These services ceased in January 2016 and November 2015 respectively.

The provision of respite services in Counties Carlow and Kilkenny, (as with other areas), 
has come under further pressure in recent years. There is currently increasing levels of “chang-
ing needs” due to the increase in the age of the disability population. The need for increased 
respite facilities is acknowledged and the HSE continues to work with agencies to explore vari-
ous ways of responding to this need in line with the budget available.

As part of a €10m investment in Respite Services from the HSE National Service Plan 2019, 
South East Community Healthcare has delivered additional respite supports, including respite 
at a new adult house in Wexford; referrals for this service are accepted from all across the South 
East including Carlow/Kilkenny.  While some agencies in the South East are currently expe-
riencing staffing challenges to meet the respite needs of clients that have funded respite, I am 
informed that the respite house in Wexford accepted Out of County referrals of 154 bed nights 
from 1st   January 2019 to 27th June 2019.

In addition, the Respite House in Tullow,  Co. Carlow is currently going through the HQA 
registration process and is expected to open in due course.

To ensure the continued provision of respite services across the South East, a Task Force 
Group has been established to review respite services and ensure delivery in a fair and equitable 
way that meets the needs of the service users. 

The HSE will continue to work with its funded partners to provide Disability Services, in-
cluding respite, across the South East Community Healthcare area.
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10/10/2019WRB02000Hospital Consultant Data

10/10/2019WRB0210029. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the ratio of consultant doc-
tors per capita across the member states of the EU; his plans to improve the ratio of consultants 
to population here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41177/19]

10/10/2019WRB02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The following table incorporating Eurostat 
data shows that the number of Specialist Medical Practitioners (consultant doctors) per 100,000 
inhabitants In Ireland was 142.7 in 2017 compared with an EU average of 251.8. While it is 
acknowledged that the per capita position in Ireland is low compared with other EU Member 
States, Eurostat data covering other health professionals including General Practitioners and 
Generalist Medical Practitioners has also to be taken into account in making any direct com-
parison.

Nonetheless, the Government accepts that the ratio of consultant doctors per capita needs 
to be improved in Ireland and there has been ongoing improvement in recent years. The ratio 
in 2017 of 142.7 compares with 139.4 in 2016 and 127.8 in 2015. At the end of July 2019 there 
were 3,153 whole time equivalent consultants working in the public health services, the num-
ber having increased by 139 in the 12 months to the end of July 2019 and by over 600 in the 
past 5 years.    

It is also recognised that there are significant difficulties in filling certain consultant posts, 
particularly in smaller hospitals, and in certain specialties, as identified by the Public Sector Pay 
Commission. The Government remains committed to a consultant delivered service and, to sup-
port achieving this objective, to engaging with the Consultants representative bodies in relation 
to new entrant consultants pay as recommended by the Pay Commission.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-10_pq29-10-10-19_en.pdf”>List of Specialist Medical Practitioners</a>]

10/10/2019WRB02300Health Action Plan

10/10/2019WRB0240030. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the status of the scheduled 
care access plan 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41267/19]

10/10/2019WRB02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The joint Department of Health/HSE/Na-
tional Treatment Purchase Fund Scheduled Care Access Plan, published in March of this year, 
set out ambitious targets to improve waiting times for patients to access hospital procedures and 
appointments. 

Waiting list figures for the end of September 2019, due to be published by the National 
Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) this week, show that there are just under 68,000 people on 
the Inpatient Day Case Waiting List. This is a reduction of 6.5% (4,700) compared to Septem-
ber 2018, while the numbers waiting over 9 months have fallen by 16% (3,100), and the number 
waiting over 18 months have fallen by 19% compared to the same period last year. 

The Outpatient waiting list remains a challenge, with figures for the end of September 2019 
standing at almost at 569,000 an increase of over 53,000 (10%) in the last year. The GI Endos-
copy waiting list shows 22,197 patients waiting, which is an increase of 4,669 (27%) since last 
September. 

These figures highlight that scheduled care activity has, for much of the year, been running 
behind the levels set out in the Access Plan. Performance reflects the impact of the broader chal-
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lenges being experienced across the health service this year, which include:

- The impact of the industrial action – the HSE advise that the strike action in January/Feb-
ruary and June resulted in the cancellation of over 54,000 appointments across IPDC, OPD and 
GI scope procedures;

- Increased Emergency workload coupled with increased Delayed Discharges has reduced 
the HSE capacity to accommodate less urgent elective cases; and

- Increased referrals to the Endoscopy Programme as well as the increased demands on the 
service arising from the National Screening programmes.

As the numbers waiting are behind the activity targets set out in the Scheduled Care Access 
Plan 2019, I have directed the HSE to develop plans to recover as much lost activity as possible 
before the end of this year. 

Budget 2020 announced that the Government has further increased investment in tackling 
waiting lists, with funding to the National Treatment Purchase fund (NTPF) increasing from 
€75 million in 2019 to €100 million in 2020. The year-on-year increases to the National Treat-
ment Purchase Fund since Budget 2017 reflects this Government’s priority to improve waiting 
times for patients to access hospital treatment. 

My Department is working with the HSE and NTPF to develop the Scheduled Care Access 
Plan 2020. In this regard, the HSE National Service Plan 2020 will set out a planned activity 
level for the year ahead, while the NTPF will work with the hospital system to provide addi-
tionality to reduce inpatient/day case waiting times, and with a particular focus on improving 
access to hospital outpatient services. 

In 2020, the  NTPF will further expand its list of targeted inpatient and daycase procedures 
to support further significant reductions in wait times as well as increasing funding towards 
supporting full packages of care for patients on the outpatient waiting lists, to include surgery 
or treatment where required.

10/10/2019WRB02600Rehabilitative Training Allowance Payments

10/10/2019WRB0270031. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if he will restore the dis-
ability training allowance for new entrants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41178/19]

10/10/2019WRB02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment’s priority is to provide access to high quality day services to as many people with disabili-
ties as possible. The HSE currently funds day services for over 27,000 people with disabilities, 
including day services and Rehabilitative Training Programmes.    

The HSE’s New Directions policy seeks to reconfigure and personalise HSE funded adult 
day services and offers a flexible and individualised set of supports to enable each person to live 
a life of their choosing in accordance with their own wishes and needs.   

Rehabilitative Training Programmes are designed to equip participants with basic personal, 
social and work-related skills. Approximately 2,200 people attend Rehabilitative Training pro-
grammes, including the approximately 400 new school leavers who have commenced their 
Rehabilitative Training programme since September this year.   

The Rehabilitative Training Bonus payment is currently payable at a rate of €31.80 per 
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week. It was introduced in 2001, aligned with a similar FÁS Training Bonus that later became 
the Solas Vocational Training Programme payment. It is important to note that this payment was 
reduced in 2011 and discontinued in 2012, while to date the Rehabilitative Training Bonus has 
continued to be paid in the Health Sector.    

Since September 2019, the Rehabilitative Training Bonus payment no longer applies to new 
attendees. Rather, the money that would have been spent on the bonus, estimated at approxi-
mately €3.7 million over four years, will be redirected to address unmet need in day service 
provision for people with disabilities.   

This redirected funding, which the HSE has confirmed will be ring-fenced, will create ap-
proximately 148 additional full day placements or 370 additional enhanced day places nation-
ally.  Access will be targeted to those with a reduced service or no service arising from there 
being minimal or no investment in day services during the recession and will be based on prior-
ity need.   

Each Community Healthcare Organisation will have the flexibility to redirect its own sav-
ings to address local service requirements, and the HSE has confirmed it will be reporting regu-
larly to the Department of Health on the additional placements realised.    

I wish to emphasise that current participants in Rehabilitative Training Programmes will 
not be affected, and their payments will continue until they complete their 4-year programme.    

The reason for this action is therefore to bring equity and consistency between people with 
a disability attending HSE funded rehabilitative training programmes who receive the payment, 
and those attending similar HSE funded Day Services or in other State schemes such as further 
education and training, who do not.

10/10/2019WRB02900Home Care Packages Data

10/10/2019WRB0300032. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a breakdown 
of the regional variations in the eligibility and allocation of services relating to publicly funded 
homecare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30437/19]

10/10/2019WRB03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

10/10/2019WRB03200Mental Health Services Staff

10/10/2019WRB0330033. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the action being taken to address 
issues with staffing levels in mental health services in County Mayo; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41190/19]

10/10/2019WRB03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to response directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

10/10/2019WRB03500Hospitals Funding
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10/10/2019WRB0360034. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health when a budget will be allo-
cated for the redevelopment of Macroom Community Hospital; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41367/19]

10/10/2019WRB03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive recently pub-
lished its Capital Plan for 2019-2021. The plan includes capital funding for the Community 
Nursing Unit programme and also sets out the current status of all projects within the pro-
gramme, including the refurbishment and extension of Macroom Community Hospital.

The Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastruc-
ture projects and has advised that the planning application has recently been lodged with Cork 
County Council. 

It is important to recognise that all capital development proposals must progress through a 
number of approval stages, in line with the Public Spending Code, including detailed appraisal, 
planning, design and procurement before a firm timeline or funding requirement can be estab-
lished. 

The delivery of capital projects is a dynamic process and is subject to the successful comple-
tion of the various approval stages, which can impact on the timeline for delivery.

10/10/2019WRB03800Hospital Overcrowding

10/10/2019WRB0390035. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the immediate steps he will take to 
alleviate the record overcrowding in University Hospital Limerick; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41162/19]

10/10/2019WRB04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE TrolleyGAR count shows a 17% 
increase in patients waiting on trolleys in University Hospital Limerick ED for this year up to 
the end of September compared to the same period last year. In the month of September 2019, 
there were 897 patients counted on trolleys in University Hospital Limerick, which was a 28% 
increase compared to the previous month.

It is acknowledged that this is unacceptably high and the HSE are actively working with 
the University of Limerick Hospital Group to ease congestion in University Hospital Limerick 
with a focus on facilitating transfers to Level 2 hospitals, assistance from rehabilitation units 
and Community Health Organisation services, and prioritisation of diagnostics to aid inpatient 
discharges.

My Department is engaging extensively with the HSE this year to identify mitigating ac-
tions across the health service to bring down trolley numbers and waiting times in the ED in the 
face of growing demand.  

Planning for winter 2019/20 has commenced and my Department is working with the HSE 
to finalise the Winter Plan in the coming weeks. Individual Community Healthcare Organisa-
tions (CHOs) and Hospital Groups are preparing Integrated Winter Plans that will focus on 
demand management and reduction, staffing availability, timely access to the most appropriate 
care pathway for patients as well as provide appropriate timely egress from acute hospitals. 
These Integrated Winter Plans will support the development of a single overarching strategic 
level Winter Plan for the HSE.

The Integrated Winter Plan for University Hospital Limerick will be delivered by a Winter 
Action Team whose membership will include the CEO of UL Hospital Group and the Chief 
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Officer of CHO Midwest. 

I understand that intensive work is underway between the UL Hospital Group and CHO 
Midwest in the context of recent Emergency Department pressures. Delayed Transfers of Care 
have decreased from a peak of 30 in the last week of August 2019 to 20 in the first week of Oc-
tober 2019.  This joint working will continue throughout the winter period and beyond. 

The winter plan and associated initiatives will be supported by an additional €26m in winter 
funding available nationally, which I have agreed with the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform as part of this week’s Budget. This funding will support access to the Fair Deal scheme 
and the availability of home care, transitional care, aids and appliances and other local actions 
to both facilitate timely hospital discharge and reduce congestion in EDs over the winter period. 

These initiatives build upon the progress that has been made on increasing capacity in Uni-
versity Hospital Limerick. Since December 2017, an additional 25 beds have opened in Uni-
versity Hospital Limerick, including 8 which opened at the start of this year as part of the 
2018/2019 Winter Plan. 

A capital budget of €19.5 million has been approved for the provision of a modular 60-bed 
inpatient ward block at University Hospital Limerick, with funding of €10 million allocated in 
2019. The HSE have advised that the enabling works are complete, and the main contractor is 
now commencing work. This important project will go some way towards addressing the ac-
knowledged lack of bed capacity in the region. 

Furthermore, the National Development Plan includes a 96-bed replacement ward block in 
University Hospital Limerick and capital funding was provided in 2018 to progress the design 
phase of the project. A design team has been appointed for this project.

10/10/2019WRB04100Home Care Packages Administration

10/10/2019WRB0420036. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health the action that will be taken to 
reduce the waiting list for homecare in County Meath in which the number waiting has seen a 
significant rise during 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41211/19]

10/10/2019WRB04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

10/10/2019WRB04400National Dementia Strategy

10/10/2019WRB0450037. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the new measures being put in place 
to support persons with dementia and their families; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [41221/19]

10/10/2019WRB04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The aim of the National Dementia Strategy, 
which was published in December 2014, is to improve care, services and supports for people 
with dementia. Implementation of the Strategy is being led by the National Dementia Office in 
the HSE.

The HSE currently provides about €9 million per annum for intensive home care packages, 
including €7.9 million for dementia-specific packages. Since the packages were introduced at 
the end of 2014, 459 dementia-specific intensive homecare packages have been delivered, with 
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193 active at the end of July 2019. The HSE has previously committed to continue funding the 
delivery of intensive home care packages to people with dementia. This funding is in addition to 
annual service level agreements with a range of organisations which deliver dementia-specific 
respite, home care, day care, cognitive stimulation therapy, social clubs and supports for family 
carers around the country.

I am pleased to say that in line with the continued rollout of the Sláintecare Implementation 
Plan, €10 million has been secured in Budget 2020 to enhance Community Services including 
allied health professionals, with a full year investment of €60m for 2021.  As well as providing 
for up to 1,000 therapists, nurses and other professionals in the community, this funding will 
also facilitate the recruitment of additional dementia advisers, whose information, advice and 
signposting service is highly valued by people with dementia and their families and carers.

10/10/2019WRB04700Newborn Screening Cards

10/10/2019WRB0480038. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health when the chair of the National 
Screening Committee will be appointed; and if he and the new chair will ensure that newborn 
screening services are expanded to test for a greater range of conditions; and if an expanded 
programme will be operational in 2020. [40980/19]

10/10/2019WRB04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A National Screening Committee is being 
established and will hold its first meeting before the end of 2019, as per recommendation 5, 
contained within the Scally Review (2018). The Committee’s role will be to undertake an inde-
pendent assessment of the evidence for screening for a particular condition against internation-
ally accepted criteria and make recommendations accordingly.  

 I appointed Professor Niall O’Higgins as Chair of the Committee in July 2019 and asked 
that, as part of its initial body of work, the Committee prioritise a review of the national new-
born blood-spot screening programme and look specifically at how Ireland should best proceed 
with an expansion in line with international best practice.  

 Ireland, very much like the UK has always evaluated the case for commencing a national 
screening programme against international accepted criteria – collectively known as the Wilson 
Junger criteria. The evidence bar for commencing a screening programme should and must 
remain high.  This ensures that we can be confident that the programme is effective, quality as-
sured and operating to safe standards.

There is no doubt that newborn screening programmes have the potential to be rapidly trans-
formed by new technologies and new therapies  but this highlights the need to continue with 
a robust, methodologically sound and detailed analysis of the evidence in each and every case 
against the Wilson and Junger criteria. 

Any future potential changes to the National Newborn Bloodspot Screening Programme 
will be incorporated as part of the Committee’s work programme. I cannot pre-empt the out-
come of the deliberations of the Committee on this topic but I would anticipate that the number 
of conditions meeting the criteria for a population based screening programme will increase 
over the coming years.

10/10/2019WRB05000Departmental Reviews

10/10/2019WRB0510039. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the status of the national cardiac 
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review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41222/19]

10/10/2019WRB05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Review of Specialist Cardiac 
Services commenced in January 2018 under the Chairmanship of Professor Phillip Nolan and a 
Steering Group was formed from nominations from interested stakeholders representing medi-
cal, professional/technical staff, nursing and patient representatives. The aim of the Review is 
to achieve optimal patient outcomes at population level with particular emphasis on the safety, 
quality and sustainability of the services that patients receive by establishing the need for an op-
timal configuration of a national adult cardiac service. 13 Steering Group meetings have taken 
place with a further two meetings scheduled to take place this year. A large volume of its work 
has been completed.  

To date the National Review has completed a public consultation survey, collated and ana-
lysed information on activity levels in each of the Hospital Groups and all hospitals within 
each Group. A successful and well attended stakeholder consultation was held in November 
2018. The Health Research Board - Collaboration in Ireland for Clinical Effectiveness Reviews 
(HRB-CICER) has completed an Evidence Review of Specialist Cardiac Services looking at 
(i) international standards for PCI centres (ii) international models that might be applicable to 
the Irish Healthcare system and (iii) the relationship between volume and patient outcomes 
for PCI. The Evidence Review has provided important guidance for the Steering Group thus 
far and arising from discussions at the Steering Group they have been asked to complete one 
additional evidence review question.  Site visits to Percutaneous Coronary Intervention (PCI) 
centres commenced earlier this year and will be complete this month. These site visits have in-
cluded meetings with stakeholders in clinical, administrative, nursing and allied health profes-
sional roles. In addition two international site visits are being planned to review and benchmark 
against established cardiology networks. 

An additional workstream is being undertaken by the Health Intelligence Unit of the HSE 
with regards to Geospatial analysis and mapping of networks of cardiac services from a national 
perspective.

The Chair is targeting that the National Review of Specialist Cardiac Services will be com-
pleted before the end of the year and I would expect to be informed of any change to that time-
line.

10/10/2019WRB05300Hospital Equipment

10/10/2019WRB0540040. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health if funding will be provided 
for a new MRI machine for University Hospital Limerick in order to address overcrowding in 
the hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40959/19]

10/10/2019WRB05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): According to provisional HSE TrolleyGAR 
data, there was a 17% increase in patients waiting on trolleys year to date in UHL ED in Sep-
tember 2019 compared to the same period last year. In the month of September 2019, there were 
897 patients counted on trolleys in UHL, which was a 28% increase compared to the previous 
month.  

It is acknowledged that this is unacceptably high and the HSE are actively working with 
the University Limerick Hospital Group to ease congestion in UHL with a focus on facilitat-
ing transfers to Level 2 hospitals, assistance from rehabilitation units and Community Health 
Organisation services, and prioritisation of diagnostics to aid inpatient discharges.

UL Hospital Group have reported that indications for an MRI scan have greatly increased 
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over the last 15 years and that an additional MRI scanner would have an immediate benefit in 
faster discharge of patients and reducing admissions. Proposals for funding of a second MRI 
machine and replacement of the existing scanner have been made by UHL. The HSE will have 
to consider the proposal in the context of the budget process.

10/10/2019WRB05600Hospital Overcrowding

10/10/2019WRB0570041. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to overcrowding at Naas General Hospital; and the supports being provided to help alleviate 
same.  [41370/19]

10/10/2019WRB05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): According to provisional HSE TrolleyGAR 
data, there was a 2.8% decrease in patients counted waiting on trolleys at 8am in Naas General 
Hospital ED for the year to date as of the end of September 2019 compared to the same period 
last year. In the month of September 2019, there were 395 patients counted on trolleys in Naas, 
which was a 25.8% decrease compared to August 2019. 

My Department is engaging extensively with the HSE this year to identify mitigating ac-
tions across the health service to bring down trolley numbers and waiting times in the ED in the 
face of growing demand.

Planning for winter 2019/20 has commenced and my Department is working with the HSE 
to finalise the Winter Plan in the coming weeks. Individual Community Healthcare Organisa-
tions (CHOs) and Hospital Groups are preparing Integrated Winter Plans that will focus on 
demand management and reduction, staffing availability, timely access to the most appropriate 
care pathway for patients, and appropriate timely discharge from acute hospitals. These Inte-
grated Winter Plans will support the development of a single overarching strategic level Winter 
Plan for the HSE.

The Integrated Winter Plan for Naas General Hospital will be delivered by a Winter Action 
Team which will include the CEO of the Dublin Midlands Hospital Group and the Chief Officer 
of CHO 7.

The Health Service Capacity Review published last year highlighted the need for a major 
investment in additional capacity, and an additional 8 beds opened in Naas General Hospital in 
December 2017 as part of the Winter Initiative 2017/2018.

10/10/2019WRB05900Health Services Reform

10/10/2019WRB0600042. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to imple-
ment the reform of trauma services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41171/19]

10/10/2019WRB06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

10/10/2019WRB06200Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

10/10/2019WRB0630043. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health the progress to date on the new 
buildings and renovation of St. Vincent’s Hospital, Mount Mellick; and the timeline for the 
project. [41169/19]



10 October 2019

21

10/10/2019WRB06400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive recently pub-
lished its Capital Plan for 2019-2021.  The plan includes capital funding for the Community 
Nursing Unit programme and also sets out the current status of all projects within the pro-
gramme, including the replacement unit in Mountmellick, County Laois.

The Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastruc-
ture projects and has advised that the project is currently at design stage. A planning application 
for this project is to be made in early 2020 with works on Phase 1 expected to commence in 
2021. 

It is important to recognise that all capital development proposals must progress through a 
number of approval stages, in line with the Public Spending Code, including detailed appraisal, 
planning, design and procurement, before a firm timeline or funding requirement can be estab-
lished.

The delivery of capital projects is a dynamic process and is subject to the successful comple-
tion of the various approval stages, which can impact on the timeline for delivery.

10/10/2019WRB06500Cannabis for Medicinal Use

10/10/2019WRB0660044. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the date for the commencement of 
the medical cannabis access programme; if there are outstanding issues in relation to its com-
mencement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41158/19]

10/10/2019WRB06700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy is aware, I have signed legis-
lation which will allow for the operation of the Medical Cannabis Access Programme (MCAP) 
on a pilot basis for five years. 

Commercial medical cannabis suppliers whose cannabis products meet the specified re-
quirements set out in the legislation, and which have been listed in Schedule 1 of the Misuse of 
Drugs (Prescription and Control of Supply of Cannabis for Medical Use) Regulations, will be 
able to supply these products into Ireland.

Once suitable medical cannabis products are made available by suppliers, the MCAP will 
make it possible for a medical consultant to prescribe, in line with the published clinical guid-
ance, a listed cannabis-based product for a patient under his or her care for the three medical 
conditions specified in the Programme, where the patient has failed to respond to standard treat-
ments.

The Department of Health will make this information available on their website.

As yet no medical cannabis products are available for use under the MCAP. It is expected 
that it will take some time for suppliers to put arrangements in place to have their products made 
available on the Irish market. 

However I am pleased to say that there are a number of suppliers who have expressed an 
interest.

The medical decision to prescribe or not prescribe any treatment, including cannabis treat-
ment, for an individual patient is strictly a decision for the treating clinician, in consultation 
with their patient. As Minister for Health I have no role in this clinical decision-making process.

Pending full operation of the MCAP and for medical indications not included in the MCAP, 
doctors may continue to use the Ministerial licensing route to prescribe medical cannabis for 
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their patients, should they wish to do so.

Full information on how to apply for a Ministerial Licence is available on the Department’s 
website.

10/10/2019WRB06800Abortion Legislation

10/10/2019WRB0690045. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health the timeline for the drafting and 
introduction of legislation on safe access zones. [41176/19]

10/10/2019WRB0700065. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Health if he will report on progress on legis-
lation for safety zones around services that provide for the termination of pregnancy and related 
information; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41356/19]

10/10/2019WRB07100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 45 and 65 
together.

It is my absolute intention that people can access termination of pregnancy services safely.

My Department and An Garda Síochána have been closely monitoring the situation since 
termination of pregnancy services commenced in January this year. As part of our examination 
of the issue, I recently met with the Commissioner of An Garda Síochána. As the Deputy will 
be aware, I also met with Oireachtas members to discuss safe access and I plan to meet with the 
Oireachtas members again in the coming weeks to provide a further update.

My Department has also advised health service providers of existing legislation in place to 
protect them and to protect patients.

The result of the referendum last year gave the Government a strong mandate to introduce 
termination of pregnancy services and it remains my priority that legislation is fully imple-
mented so that all women in Ireland can access these services quickly, easily and safely.

10/10/2019WRB07200National Maternity Strategy Expenditure

10/10/2019WRB0730046. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if new funding will be released 
for the national maternity strategy for 2020; and if targeted funding will be allocated to help 
hire more consultant gynaecologists in order to reduce gynaecological waiting lists which are 
at nearly 30,000. [40978/19]

10/10/2019WRB07400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I can confirm that additional development 
funding will be provided to the HSE National Women & Infants Health Programme in 2020 
to support the continued implementation of the National Maternity Strategy. The funding will 
enable us to build manpower capacity in maternity services, including the recruitment of ad-
ditional consultant obstetricians/gynaecologists, in order to provide for the continued roll out of 
the new model of integrated care.

As announced in Budget 2020, the Government has further increased investment to tackle 
waiting lists, with funding to the National Treatment Purchase fund (NTPF) increasing from 
€75m in 2019 to €100m in 2020. The year-on-year increases to the NTPF, since Budget 2017, 
reflect this Government’s priority to improve waiting times for patients to access hospital treat-
ment. 
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My Department is working with the HSE and the NTPF to develop the Scheduled Care Ac-
cess Plan 2020. In this regard, I would encourage all hospital groups and individual hospitals 
to engage with the NTPF to identify waiting list proposals, including for gynaecology services, 
for the remainder of this year and for 2020.  

The Access Plan 2020 will be developed in parallel to the HSE National Service Plan (NSP) 
2020.  The NSP will set out a planned activity level for the year ahead, while the NTPF will 
work with the hospital system to provide additionality to improve access to inpatient/day case 
treatment and procedures and with a particular focus on improving access to hospital outpa-
tient services.  In 2020, the NTPF will further expand its list of targeted in-patient and daycase 
procedures to support further significant reductions in wait times, as well as increasing funding 
towards supporting full packages of care for patients on the outpatient waiting lists, to include 
the surgery or treatment where required.

10/10/2019WRB07500Health Services Staff Recruitment

10/10/2019WRB0760047. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health when essential positions in ther-
apy services in County Mayo will be filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41193/19]

10/10/2019WRB07700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

10/10/2019WRC00200Debt Collection

10/10/2019WRC0030048. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if he will liaise with hospitals to 
ensure they do not use debt collection agencies to recover emergency department and hospital 
charges. [40976/19]

10/10/2019WRC00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Patient charges are a key element of the 
overall funding envelope of the Irish health system and are taken into account when agreeing 
the Annual Estimates and the subsequent preparation of the annual National Service Plan.  

These charges typically include:

- Out-patient charges

- Emergency Department charges

- Daily in-patient charges

- Long-term stay charges

Cohorts of people are exempt from these charges. These include, but are not limited to:

- Persons with full eligibility

- Women receiving services in respect of motherhood

- Children up to the age of six weeks

- Children suffering from diseases prescribed under section 52 (2) of the Act

- Persons receiving services for the diagnosis or treatment of infectious diseases
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In addition, patients who opt for private in-patient services in public hospitals are liable for 
a range of private accommodation charges. There are no exemptions from these charges.

Non collection of debts owed directly impacts on the affordability of services provided by 
the Health Service Executive in any year. It is therefore incumbent on the HSE to take all rea-
sonable steps to pursue amounts owed for services delivered. 

Debt collection agencies are engaged when normal billing arrangements have been unsuc-
cessful.

10/10/2019WRC00500Hospital Waiting Lists Action Plans

10/10/2019WRC0060049. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the 2019 targets in place for the 
outpatient waiting list in the Children’s Health Ireland Hospital Group; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41209/19]

10/10/2019WRC00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Improving access to hospital appointments 
and procedures in a key commitment of Government. The HSE Management Data Report 
(MDR) reports on HSE activity against Key Performance Indicators as set out in the National 
Service Plan for 2019. Under the National Service Plan 2019, the target for all hospital groups, 
including Children’s Health Ireland (CHI), is for 80% of people to wait less than 52 weeks for 
a first Outpatient Department appointment.  

The last published MDR figures are for June 2019 and report that 60% of patients waiting 
for a first Outpatient appointment at CHI hospitals are waiting 52 weeks or less. Furthermore, 
the NSP target for Outpatient Activity (including both new and return appointments) for CHI 
for 2019 is 145,766 appointments for the full year. The target to the end of June was 73,274 
while actual activity to the end of June was recorded in the MDR as 55,528. In addition, the tar-
get for new:return appointments for CHI for 2019 is 1:2.3. As of the end of June, CHI reported 
a ratio of 1:2.4.    

CHI has advised that it is committed to reducing waiting lists and supporting initiatives that 
ensure that children receive care appropriately and in a timely manner, and in 2019 a number of 
initiatives were put in place to address Outpatient Waiting Lists.

For example, the new paediatric outpatient and urgent care centre in CHI at Connolly opened 
on 31st   July 2019. This new facility offers a range of services to children and their families 
in the local area as well as those in Dublin North city and county and the surrounding areas in 
Kildare and Meath. General Paediatric Clinics are held from 8am to 6pm Monday to Friday. 
CHI has advised that the opening of CHI at Connolly is having a positive impact on CHI OPD 
waiting lists. At the end of September 2019, there were 4,130 patients on CHI’s General Paedi-
atric Outpatient waiting list, which is a 35% reduction when compared to the same period last 
year. 

Furthermore, CHI at Connolly will provide a further 1,300 outpatient appointments between 
September and December 2019. CHI advise that they are currently in the process of expanding 
these clinics to provide a focus on the specific requirements for some patients including asthma, 
allergy, faltering growth and constipation. When fully operational, CHI at Connolly is expected 
to provide 17,000 outpatient appointments (General Paediatrics and Orthopaedic clinics) every 
year. 

Management of referrals is a key enabler to reducing waiting lists, and in this regard CHI 
advise that they have initiated a referrals process whereby all referrals from the three children’s 



10 October 2019

25

hospitals are managed centrally. The group is progressing its ICT requirements to have a single 
Patient Administration System across all CHI sites (the three children’s hospitals and CHI at 
Connolly). 

The central referrals team, through administrative and clinical validation are ensuring that 
all appointment slots are used appropriately and that where appropriate, patients are removed 
from the waiting list, which is assisting in the waiting list reduction.

Another example of innovation in referral pathways is the TORC project (Triage of Referral 
Clinics). This is one of a number of virtual clinics currently being held across CHI and involves 
the active triage of referrals, the provision of advice and commencement of treatment for pa-
tients. As a result, patients may then either not have to attend an outpatient clinic appointment 
or can begin their pathway of care prior to attendance. CHI advise that this has been very suc-
cessful in achieving a discharge rate of up to 30% of patients contacted. In addition, patients 
can begin their diagnostics prior to attending an appointment which ensures the best use of 
resources and reduction in follow-up attendances for patients and their families. 

CHI is continuing with a number of other initiatives including moving Dermatology refer-
rals towards a more centralised structure together with a virtual clinic model in this specialty. 

CHI continues to engage with the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) to secure 
funding for initiatives in 2019 to address access to patients for specialties including ENT, Oph-
thalmology, General Paediatrics, Orthopaedics and Gastroenterology. 

CHI advises that recruitment of additional consultants for CHI specialties with the longest 
OPD waiting times (Allergy, Dermatology, Radiology, Gastroenterology, Rheumatology, Or-
thopaedics & ENT) is also underway following CHI securing additional National Service Plan 
funding in 2019. In appointing these positions, the multidisciplinary teams are also reviewing 
their current work practices and identifying new ways of working to ensure appropriate man-
agement of waiting lists.

10/10/2019WRC00800Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

10/10/2019WRC0090050. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a report on 
the works at St. Joseph’s Community Hospital, Millstreet; the timeframe for its completion; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [41232/19]

10/10/2019WRC01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive recently pub-
lished its Capital Plan for 2019-2021. The plan includes capital funding for the Community 
Nursing Unit programme and also sets out the current status of all projects within the pro-
gramme, including the refurbishment and extension of St. Joseph’s Community Hospital, Mill-
street.

The Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastruc-
ture projects and has advised that planning permission has recently been granted.  It is currently 
expected that works on site will commence in 2020. 

It is important to recognise that all capital development proposals must progress through a 
number of approval stages, in line with the Public Spending Code, including detailed appraisal, 
planning, design and procurement before a firm timeline or funding requirement can be estab-
lished. 

The delivery of capital projects is a dynamic process and is subject to the successful comple-
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tion of the various approval stages, which can impact on the timeline for delivery.

10/10/2019WRC01100Cross-Border Health Initiatives

10/10/2019WRC0120051. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to respond to 
the long delays for public patients applying for the cross-Border directive and the long delays 
for public patients on the remuneration of payments for their operations from the HSE; the 
number of persons that were working in the application section and remuneration section in 
May 2019; the number working in the section now; the number of patients waiting for clearance 
for their operations in May 2019; the number waiting now; the length of time it took to remu-
nerate the costs to patients in May 2019; and the length of time it is taking now.  [41161/19]

10/10/2019WRC0130088. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the additional resources pro-
vided to the HSE to eliminate delays in the processing of applications and payments under the 
HSE cross-Border directive scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41179/19]

10/10/2019WRC01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 51 and 88 
together.

The HSE is responsible for the operation of the Cross Border Directive and the management 
of the HSE Cross Border Directive (CBD) office is an operational matter for the HSE. 

The HSE has advised that the scheme is operating with an increasing workload and cur-
rently has a backlog of up to 4 months claims/applications (approx. 3500 claims/applications).

Officials of my Department met with the HSE in July to discuss the issue of reimbursement 
delays for patients who have availed of the Directive.  The HSE undertook to give consideration 
to measures which could be put in place in the short-term to address the significant backlog in 
processing applications, and to also examine current resourcing of the CBD office and to iden-
tify necessary actions to mitigate waiting times arising from current and future demand for the 
scheme.   A report is awaited from the HSE on the measures it proposes to take to address the 
delays in reimbursement.

As the PQ refers to operational matters which HSE have operational responsibility for, I 
have also referred the Deputies question to them for direct reply.

10/10/2019WRC01500Budget 2020

10/10/2019WRC0160052. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which he ex-
pects the health budget for 2020 in respect of both capital and current expenditure will be ad-
equate to meet requirements in full without reference to supplementary budget later in the year. 
[41220/19]

10/10/2019WRC01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Budget 2020 sets out a budget of over €18.3 
billion for health and social care services, the highest budget ever allocated. The Health budget 
increased by €1.2 billion on 2019, a substantial additional level of funding. The amount allo-
cated follows an extensive process of engagement between my Department and the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform, which considered both the funding requirements and the fis-
cal position. These types of engagements are a normal part of the Budgetary process and happen 
with Departments across Government. All Departments put forward spending proposals but are 
required to operate within the amounts proposed by Government and determined by the Dáil.  
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The issue of health funding is a major policy challenge for both the Irish and international 
Governments.  Despite welcome increases annually, the need for effective financial manage-
ment remains crucial as the health service deals with a larger and older population, with more 
acute health and social care requirements, increased demand for new and existing drugs and the 
rising costs of health technology.  The costs associated with these service pressures will increas-
ingly need to be managed not solely through annual increased Exchequer allocations but also 
through improved efficiencies, productivity and value from within the funding base. 

Both the additional funding allocated and additional value to be derived from improved effi-
ciencies and productivity will be considered by the HSE in setting out its National Service Plan 
(NSP) 2020.  Under legislation the HSE is required to set out the type and volume of health and 
social care services to be provided having regard to the funding available and I am confident 
that the NSP  will clearly demonstrate this.

10/10/2019WRC01800Newborn Screening Cards

10/10/2019WRC0190053. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the necessary steps that will be taken 
to increase new born screening from eight conditions to 40 as per best international practice; his 
views on whether the extension in newborn screening will significantly lower the possibility of 
babies being born with serious and often life-limiting conditions and the subsequent impact on 
their families; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41159/19]

10/10/2019WRC02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A National Screening Committee is being 
established and will hold its first meeting before the end of 2019, as per recommendation 5, 
contained within the Scally Review (2018). The Committee’s role will be to undertake an inde-
pendent assessment of the evidence for screening for a particular condition against internation-
ally accepted criteria and make recommendations accordingly.  

 I appointed Professor Niall O’Higgins as Chair of the Committee in July 2019 and asked 
that, as part of its initial body of work, the Committee prioritise a review of the national new-
born blood-spot screening programme and look specifically at how Ireland should best proceed 
with an expansion in line with international best practice.  

 Ireland, very much like the UK has always evaluated the case for commencing a national 
screening programme against international accepted criteria – collectively known as the Wilson 
Junger criteria. The evidence bar for commencing a screening programme should and must 
remain high.  This ensures that we can be confident that the programme is effective, quality as-
sured and operating to safe standards.

 It is correct that the number of conditions screened for by Member States (MS) in Europe 
does vary. This does not reflect major differences in the genetic background of populations or 
estimated prevalences but rather highlights different MS approaches to (1) the estimation of 
risks and benefits in their populations and (2) responding to the cultural demands and ethical 
difficulties arising from a lack of evidence to screen for many of these rare conditions. Detailed 
knowledge about the natural course of many rare diseases, their variants and specifically infor-
mation on the medium and long term outcomes after early treatment initiation are still insuf-
ficient.

 There is no doubt that newborn screening programmes have the potential to be rapidly 
transformed by new technologies and new therapies but this highlights the need to continue 
with a robust, methodologically sound and detailed analysis of the evidence in each and every 
case against the Wilson and Junger criteria. 
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 Any future potential changes to the National Newborn Bloodspot Screening Programme 
will be incorporated as part of the Committee’s work programme.

10/10/2019WRC02100Nursing Staff Data

10/10/2019WRC0220054. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of unfilled nurs-
ing posts by hospital, including the hospitals currently precluded for any reasons from hiring 
nurses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41266/19]

10/10/2019WRC02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

10/10/2019WRC02400Abortion Legislation

10/10/2019WRC0250055. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the authority responsible for in-
vestigating and adjudicating on criminal and non-criminal breeches of the abortion legislation. 
[40898/19]

10/10/2019WRC02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy will be aware, section 23 of 
the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 sets out the offences under the 
legislation.  

Section 23 states that it is an offence for a person, by any means whatsoever, to intentionally 
end the life of a foetus otherwise than in accordance with the provisions of the Act.  It is also an 
offence for a person to prescribe, administer, supply or procure any drug, substance, instrument, 
apparatus or other thing knowing that it is intended to be used or employed with intent to end 
the life of a foetus, or being reckless about whether it might be used for that purpose.  Finally, 
it is an offence for a person to aid, abet, counsel, or procure a pregnant woman to intentionally 
end or attempt to end the life of that pregnant woman’s foetus otherwise than in accordance 
with the provisions of the Act.  

The investigation or prosecution of offences under the Health (Regulation of Termination 
of Pregnancy) Act 2018 are criminal matters for An Garda Síochána and, if prosecution is war-
ranted, the Director of Public Prosecutions.  The Minister for Health has no role in the investi-
gation or prosecution of offences under the Act.

10/10/2019WRC02700Home Care Packages Data

10/10/2019WRC0280056. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the average waiting times for 
homecare package applications in west County Dublin; the number of open homecare package 
applications being considered in the area; the number of individual homecare packages being 
provided in the area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41305/19]

10/10/2019WRC02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

10/10/2019WRC03000Healthcare Infrastructure Provision
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10/10/2019WRC0310057. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 66 of 2 July 2019, if the property transfer has been completed; the status of the 
design brief; if approval has been sought and granted for the appointment of a new design team 
for the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41183/19]

10/10/2019WRC03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly in relation to this matter.

10/10/2019WRC03300National Children’s Hospital

10/10/2019WRC0340058. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if aspects of the new national chil-
dren’s hospital have been redesigned; if so, the reason and areas redesigned; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [41164/19]

10/10/2019WRC03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I advised Government in December 2018 
that the final cost of the design, build and equipment  programme for which the National Paedi-
atric Hospital Development Board  is responsible was estimated to be €1,433 million. 

There has been no change to this figure advised to Government.   

Since the conclusion of the GMP Process there has been no change to the design intent for 
the new children’s hospital. There has been some minor adjustments, as would be normal prac-
tice in a project of this size.

The National Paediatric Hospital Development Board made a submission to An Bord 
Pleánala on the 23rd   May 2019  under section 146B of the Planning and Development Act for 
minor size alterations to internal floor areas which relate to building and fire regulation.  There 
were some other minor amendments which related to elevations and the façade, reconfiguration 
of roof lights, the revision of plant area, all details on these amendments can be found on the 
An Bord Pleánala Website.  At a meeting held on 6th August 2019, An Board Pleánala in accor-
dance with the recommendation of the reporting inspector, decided that the proposed alterations 
would not result in a material alteration to the terms of the development. 

10/10/2019WRC03600Hospitals Inspections

10/10/2019WRC0370059. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken to 
address the recurrent nature of non-compliance with regulations impacting on the quality and 
safety of care for residents, including cleaning, decontamination, infection control, nursing 
documentation, access to allied health care, risk management, residents rights and water qual-
ity at Merlin Park Hospital units 5 and 6 as identified by HIQA in recent reports; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41181/19]

10/10/2019WRC03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

10/10/2019WRC03900Parking Charges

10/10/2019WRC0400060. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if he will carry out a review 
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of car parking costs in health care facilities and primary care facilities nationwide; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41175/19]

10/10/2019WRC04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

10/10/2019WRC04200Medicinal Products Availability

10/10/2019WRC0430061. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the status of outstanding 
issues relating to the availability of tagrisso osimertinib for use in lung cancer treatment; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [41348/19]

10/10/2019WRC04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.  The Act specifies the criteria for decisions on the reim-
bursement of medicines. 

In line with the 2013 Act and the national framework agreed with industry, if a company 
would like a medicine to be reimbursed by the HSE, the company must submit an application 
to the HSE to have the new medicine added to the reimbursement list. 

Reimbursement is for licensed indications which have been granted market authorisation by 
the European Medicines Agency or the Health Products Regulatory Authority. 

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE). 

I am advised by the HSE that it has received two applications for the reimbursement of 
Osimertinib (Tagrisso): 

1) The treatment of adult patients with locally advanced or metastatic EGFR T790M muta-
tion-positive non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC). 

In May 2018, the NCPE recommended that Osimertinib not be considered for reimburse-
ment for this indication unless cost-effectiveness can be improved relative to existing treat-
ments. Following the assessment and after a number of rounds of commercial negotiations, the 
HSE notified the applicant in February 2019 that it was minded to not approve reimbursement 
for this indication. 

The 2013 Act provides for a period of representations after such notifications, before the 
HSE can make its final decision. The HSE have received representations from the manufacturer 
and these are under consideration by the HSE leadership team in advance of a final reimburse-
ment decision. 

2) The first-line treatment of adult patients with locally advanced or metastatic NSCLC with 
activating epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFR) mutations. 

In respect of the second indication, a health technology assessment was completed on 6 Au-
gust 2019 with the NCPE recommending that Osimertinib not be considered for reimbursement 
unless cost effectiveness can be improved relative to existing treatments. The HSE will assess 
this application for reimbursement in line with the 2013 Health Act.
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10/10/2019WRC04500Hospital Consultant Remuneration

10/10/2019WRC0460062. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health when he anticipates a full 
reversal of new entrant pay disparity for consultants; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41265/19]

10/10/2019WRC04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Public Sector Pay Commission in its 
Report published in September 2018 identified difficulties in attracting consultant applications 
for many posts at present and acknowledged that the pay rates for new entrants had been high-
lighted as a factor in this. The Commission proposed that the Parties to the Public Service Sta-
bility Agreement jointly consider what measures could be taken, over time, to address the pay 
differential.

Following on from the Report of the Commission, I recently published the De Buitléir 
Report. This Group was established to examine how to give effect to the Sláintecare recom-
mendation on the removal of private practice from the public hospital system. To achieve this 
objective it recommends pay parity being confined to those who would take up a Sláintecare 
Type A contract, i.e. the contract that only allows holders engage in public practice. It stated 
that implementation of this approach would result in a phased reduction in private practice as 
the proportion of consultants with contracts allowing them engage in private practice would 
decline over time.

In publishing the De Buitléir Report I noted that I would be consulting with key stakehold-
ers on its recommendations. Arrangements are being progressed in relation to engaging with 
the consultants representative bodies on progressing Sláintecare, the De Buitléir Report and the 
Report of the Public Service Pay Commission. A meeting with the IMO is due to take place 
next week.

10/10/2019WRC04800Health Services

10/10/2019WRC0490063. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the status of work to ad-
dress the issues in relation to dual diagnosis. [41347/19]

10/10/2019WRC05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

10/10/2019WRC05100Hospital Overcrowding

10/10/2019WRC0520064. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the measures being taken to 
alleviate overcrowding in Cork University Hospital in which the figures recorded in Septem-
ber 2019 were the worst recorded for September since an organisation (details supplied) com-
menced keeping records; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41225/19]

10/10/2019WRC05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): According to provisional HSE TrolleyGAR 
data, there was a 36.5% increase in patients counted waiting on trolleys at 8am in Cork Uni-
versity Hospital ED for the year to date as of the end of September 2019 compared to the same 
period last year. In the month of September 2019, there were 789 patients counted on trolleys in 
Cork University Hospital, which was a 15.3% decrease compared to the previous month.

My Department is engaging extensively with the HSE this year to identify mitigating ac-
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tions across the health service to bring down trolley numbers and waiting times in the ED in the 
face of growing demand.

Planning for winter 2019/20 has commenced and my Department is working with the HSE 
to finalise the Winter Plan in the coming weeks. Individual Community Healthcare Organisa-
tions (CHOs) and Hospital Groups are preparing Integrated Winter Plans that will focus on 
demand management and reduction, staffing availability, timely access to the most appropriate 
care pathway for patients as well as provide appropriate timely egress from acute hospitals. 
These Integrated Winter Plans will support the development of a single overarching strategic 
level Winter Plan for the HSE.

The Integrated Winter Plans for Cork University Hospital will be delivered by a Winter 
Action Team whose membership will include the CEO of South South West Hospital Group 
and the Chief Officer of Cork Kerry Community Healthcare. 

The Health Service Capacity Review published last year highlighted the need for a major in-
vestment in additional capacity. An additional 40 beds have opened in Cork University Hospital 
since 2018, including 8 that opened in January as part of the Winter Plan 2018/2019.

  Question No. 65 answered with Question No. 45.

10/10/2019WRC05500Hospital Discharges

10/10/2019WRC0560066. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the initiatives being taken to reduce 
the number of delayed discharges in University Hospital Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41224/19]

10/10/2019WRC05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

10/10/2019WRC05800Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

10/10/2019WRC0590067. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health the progress to date on the planned 
refurbishment and extension of Abbeyleix Hospital; and the timescale for the project. [41168/19]

10/10/2019WRC06000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

10/10/2019WRC06100Brexit Issues

10/10/2019WRC0620068. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which he re-
mains assured of the continued uninterrupted supply of all medicines in the aftermath of Brexit; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41219/19]

10/10/2019WRC06300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As part of the whole-of-government re-
sponse to Brexit, the Department of Health has established dedicated structures to manage the 
approach to preparing for the UK’s exit from the EU. The Department, the Health Products 
Regulatory Authority (HPRA) and the Health Service Executive (HSE), with the full support of 
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stakeholders, are implementing a comprehensive and coordinated set of preparations to ensure 
continuity of treatment and care for patients in Ireland in the event of a ‘no deal’ Brexit.

I refer Deputy Durkan to Chapter 24 of the Government’s Contingency Action Plan for 
Brexit, updated in July 2019, which specifically details work underway in this area. 

Ireland is unlikely to face general medicine shortages in the period immediately after 31 
October. Any emerging supply issues will, in the first instance, be dealt with from existing sup-
plies held within the domestic distribution chain, which has already has additional stocks of 
medicines routinely built into it. This is different to the wholesaling model which operates in the 
UK. The pharmaceutical industry and wholesalers have provided assurances that they are confi-
dent that they will have sufficient stocks to bridge any initial issues at ports, should they occur.

As a result there is no need for hospitals, pharmacists or patients to order extra quantities 
of medicines, or for doctors to issue additional prescriptions, as doing so could disrupt existing 
stock levels and hamper the supply of medicines for other patients. Patients should continue to 
fill their prescriptions and take their medications as they normally would.

My department, the HSE and the HPRA have facilitated ongoing engagements with manu-
facturers and suppliers of medicines and medical devices, to ensure that they are Brexit-ready, 
to discuss any potential issues that could affect supply to Ireland and to identify solutions to 
maintain supply to the market.

As a result of these measures undertaken at industry, national and EU level, Brexit is not ex-
pected to have an immediate impact on the supply of medicines in Ireland. However, given the 
size of our market, Brexit may cause those with a small share of a particular medicine market 
to consider the ongoing viability of supply to Ireland. However, it is considered that any such 
products are unlikely to be critical to continuity of care, as there are and will be alternative sup-
pliers or therapeutic alternatives available. 

Unfortunately, medicine shortages are a feature of modern health systems, but Ireland has a 
multi-stakeholder system in place to prevent and manage shortages when they occur. Any short-
ages currently affecting the Irish market are not directly attributable to Brexit. 

The HPRA has worked with stakeholders, including the HSE, to develop an effective ap-
proach to the management of medicine shortages in Ireland. In 2018 the HPRA launched the 
“Medicine Shortages Framework”, which is built in a pragmatic and collaborative approach 
involving the wide range of stakeholders within the medicine supply chain. The HPRA coordi-
nates all stakeholders to share information in order to prevent or mitigate the impact of medi-
cine shortages when they occur. The health system is therefore well placed to anticipate and 
respond to any additional shortages, should they arise because of Brexit.

As an additional safeguard, consideration continues to be given to those categories of medi-
cines which are considered most essential to public health. The HSE and HPRA are continuing 
to undertake criticality assessments, seeking additional and updated assurances from stake-
holders, including pharmaceutical manufacturers, wholesalers and healthcare professionals, to 
verify contingency planning to date and, where necessary, identify clinically appropriate alter-
natives for those products most critical to public health with potential to be vulnerable to supply 
issues. 

Manufacturers and suppliers of medicines have been asked to further review their supply 
chain for products that travel from or through the UK, determine any products or services that 
are certified for compliance with EU standards by a UK body and communicate any potential 
vulnerabilities to the Department of Health, HPRA or HSE. No major issues have been identi-
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fied through this process.  

While there can be no absolute guarantees following a no deal Brexit, significant work 
has been undertaken to mitigate potential vulnerabilities and risks to provide this high level 
of assurance around continuity of care and treatment for patients in Ireland. Work on this will 
continue up to, and in the months following, Brexit. This will include ongoing monitoring of 
supplies in Ireland and engagement with industry to adapt supply chains, where necessary, to 
minimise any potential disruption.

10/10/2019WRC06400Hospital Appointments Delays

10/10/2019WRC0650069. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the plans in place to reduce waiting 
times for an outpatient appointment in Tallaght hospital in which the numbers waiting over a 
year have seen a more than four-fold increase since the end of 2015; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41214/19]

10/10/2019WRC06600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am conscious that waiting times are often 
unacceptably long and of the burden that this places on patients and their families. In this re-
gard, the Government is committed to improving waiting times for hospital appointments and 
procedures.   

Waiting list figures for the end of September, due to be published by the National Treat-
ment Purchase Fund (NTPF) later this week, show that there are 32,955 people waiting for an 
outpatient appointment at Tallaght Hospital.  Of those waiting, 37% receive their appointment 
in 6 months or less and 57% are waiting 12 months or less. Urology, ENT, dermatology and 
gynaecology account for over 67% of the patients waiting over 12 months for an outpatient ap-
pointment at Tallaght Hospital.

More broadly, the NTPF advise that over recent months they have placed a particular focus 
on engaging with hospital groups and individual hospitals to identify outpatient waiting list 
proposals. In addition, my Department has established a Working Group comprised of represen-
tatives from the HSE, NTPF, and Departmental officials, to examine ways of improving access 
for patients waiting for scheduled care. Part of this work includes developing initiatives which 
will move care to the most appropriate setting, and at the lowest level of complexity. Urology, 
ENT, dermatology, and gynaecology are some of the specialties being examined as part of this 
process. 

Budget 2020 announced that the Government has further increased investment in tackling 
waiting lists, with funding to the NTPF increasing from €75 million in 2019 to €100 million in 
2020. The year-on-year increases to the National Treatment Purchase Fund since Budget 2017 
reflect this Government’s priority to improve waiting times for patients to access hospital treat-
ment. 

 My Department is working with the HSE and NTPF to develop the Scheduled Care Access 
Plan 2020. In this regard, the HSE National Service Plan 2020 will set out a planned activity 
level for the year ahead, while the NTPF will work with the hospital system to provide addi-
tionality to reduce inpatient/day case waiting lists, with a particular focus on improving access 
to hospital outpatient services. In 2020, the Department will also be asking the HSE and NTPF 
to work together with the Sláintecare Implementation Office with the aim of driving sustainable 
improvements to service provision.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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10/10/2019WRC06700Hospital Services

10/10/2019WRC0680070. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Health his plans for the opening of a HIV 
clinic in Cork University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41355/19]

10/10/2019WRC06900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible

10/10/2019WRC07000Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

10/10/2019WRC0710071. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the reason a design team has 
still not been appointed in relation to the multi-million euro development proposed for the 
Sacred Heart Hospital, County Roscommon; the further reason a timeframe for completion of 
works cannot be provided in view of the fact that the project was announced in January 2016 
and was originally due to be completed in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41166/19]

10/10/2019WRC07200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive recently pub-
lished its Capital Plan for 2019-2021 outlining 250 projects to be progressed over the three-year 
period.

The Capital Plan provides for €220m capital funding to the Community Nursing Unit pro-
gramme over the period 2019 to 2021 and also sets out the current status of all projects within 
the programme, including new development at the Sacred Heart Hospital, Roscommon.

The Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastruc-
ture projects and has advised that the tender documents are being prepared for the appointment 
of a design team. It is intended to proceed with the tender process later this year, once the new 
Framework for Design Teams has been completed.

It is important to recognise that all capital development proposals must progress through a 
number of approval stages, in line with the Public Spending Code, including detailed appraisal, 
planning, design and procurement, before a firm timeline or funding requirement can be estab-
lished.

  Question No. 72 answered with Question No. 11.

10/10/2019WRC07400General Practitioner Contracts

10/10/2019WRC0750073. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health if he will introduce an extra 
weighting when allocating resources to general practitioners to take into account the additional 
demand on services in deprived communities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41360/19]

10/10/2019WRC07600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am pleased that we have recently been able 
to conclude an agreement with the Irish Medical Organisation on a major package of GP con-
tractual reforms which will benefit patients and make general practice a more attractive career 
option for doctors.

The outcome of the talks process is a comprehensive service development and reform agree-
ment in return for significant phased increases in funding for general practice services provided 
by GPs to medical card and GP visit card patients.
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As part of the deal, it has been agreed that the GP rural practice allowance will be increased 
in 2020 and that targeted funding of €2 million will be set aside to provide additional support to 
practices in deprived urban areas.  The full details in relation to how the latter arrangements will 
operate, including the most appropriate basis on which to determine the extent of deprivation as 
it relates to the provision of GP services, is currently being developed by the HSE in consulta-
tion with my Department and the IMO.

10/10/2019WRD00200Departmental Records

10/10/2019WRD0030074. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the reason his Department ex-
changed speaking notes in relation to the CervicalCheck delayed smear test results scandal with 
the Office of the Taoiseach on 27 March 2019; and if his attention was drawn to the speaking 
notes or other speaking notes on the crisis before 10 July 2019. [41157/19]

10/10/2019WRD00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department regularly provides speak-
ing points to the Department of An Taoiseach on a range of issues.  This is normal practice for 
Government departments. 

To clarify, the email in question does not concern the CervicalCheck IT issue which emerged 
in July this year and which related to tests undertaken at the Quest Diagnostics laboratory in 
Chantilly. As I have stated previously, and as is made clear in the MacCraith Report, my Depart-
ment received a report in relation to this issue on the 10th of July and the first briefing on this 
issue was provided to me later that day. 

10/10/2019WRD00500Health Services Access

10/10/2019WRD0060075. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the availability of 
hormone treatment for transgender persons through the health service; his engagement with the 
transgender community on this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41357/19]

10/10/2019WRD00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy. 

10/10/2019WRD00800Hospital Appointments Delays

10/10/2019WRD0090076. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health the reason for the large in-
crease in the numbers waiting more than 18 months for an outpatient appointment in Sligo 
University Hospital since May 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41229/19]

10/10/2019WRD01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am conscious that waiting times are often 
unacceptably long and of the burden that this places on patients and their families. In this re-
gard, the Government is committed to improving waiting times for hospital appointments and 
procedures.   

Waiting list figures for the end of September, due to be published by the National Treatment 
Purchase Fund (NTPF) later this week, show that there are 16,447 people waiting for an out-
patient appointment at Sligo University Hospital.  Of those, 49% are waiting 6 months or less 
and and over 73% are waiting 12 months or less.    

More broadly, Budget 2020 announced that the Government has further increased invest-
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ment in tackling waiting lists, with funding to the National Treatment Purchase fund (NTPF) 
increasing from €75 million in 2019 to €100 million in 2020. The year-on-year increases to 
the National Treatment Purchase Fund since Budget 2017 reflect this Government’s priority to 
improve waiting times for patients to access hospital treatment.    

My Department is working with the HSE and National Treatment Purchase Fund to develop 
the Scheduled Care Access Plan 2020. In this regard, the HSE National Service Plan 2020 will 
set out a planned activity level for the year ahead, while the NTPF will work with the hospital 
system to provide additionality to improve access to inpatient/daycase treatment and with a 
particular focus on hospital outpatient services.    

In this regard, I would encourage all hospital groups and individual hospitals to engage with 
the NTPF to identify waiting list proposals for the remainder of this year and for 2020.   

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

10/10/2019WRD01100Disability Services Funding

10/10/2019WRD0120077. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health if he will consider implementing 
multi-annual budgets to support planned service for section 39 agencies such as an organisation 
(details supplied) in advance of budget 2020; his plans for the provision of additional funding 
to assist such agencies meet their deficits in respect of unmet business cases; his further plans 
for the provision of additional funding to assist such agencies to meet changing needs and emer-
gency placements; the position regarding new respite services for Kilkenny; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40862/19]

10/10/2019WRD01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): Significant 
resources have been invested by the health sector in disability services over the past number of 
years.  The allocation for disability services will rise to over €2 billion in 2020, compared to the 
€1.904 billion allocated to the Disability Services Programme in 2019.  Decisions in terms of 
the HSE’s Disability Programme priorities for 2020 will be made within the overall context of 
its annual national service planning process which is currently underway.  Pending completion 
of this process I cannot comment further at this stage on funding allocations to specific service 
providers.  

This Government’s ongoing priority is the safeguarding of vulnerable people in the care 
of the health service.   We are committed to providing services and supports for people with 
disabilities, which will empower them to live independent lives.   The importance of increased 
respite services is acknowledged in this context.  

At national level, the HSE received funding of €10 million to support the development of 
respite services in 2018.  This funding was subsequently allocated between Community Health 
Organisations in the form of twelve Respite Houses and the development of local alternative re-
spite provision.  In the budget for 2020, an additional €5 million is being provided for intensive 
support packages for children and young people in response to the changing needs of service 
users and their families.  A further €5 million is being provided for emergency residential ser-
vices and other supports for people with priority needs. 

 With regard to the Deputy’s query concerning new respite services for Kilkenny, this is a 
service matter for the HSE and, accordingly, I have asked the Executive to reply directly to the 
Deputy on the matter. 
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10/10/2019WRD01400Home Care Packages Data

10/10/2019WRD0150078. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the number of additional homecare 
and transitional care beds that have been provided for in 2019; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40900/19]

10/10/2019WRD01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

10/10/2019WRD01700Patient Data

10/10/2019WRD0180079. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the number of patients in hospital 
nationwide that are waiting for an assessment for a homecare package; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40899/19]

10/10/2019WRD01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Delayed transfers of care occur when pa-
tients have been deemed clinically fit for discharge from an acute bed but their discharge is 
delayed because they are waiting for some form of ongoing support or care following their 
discharge. There are many reasons for this such as a patient undertaking the application process 
for NHSS, awaiting assessment for a home support package, resolving legal complexity (e.g. 
ward of court), or awaiting the availability of rehabilitation or other resources.

When possible, the HSE will use transitional care to accommodate the patient during the 
period between discharge and the finalisation of new care arrangements, but there can often 
be a delay, especially in cases where the patient and family are coming to terms with the new 
circumstances.

As of 1 October 2019, the HSE reported 141 patients nationally who are waiting to be dis-
charged with home support. Of those, 8 have been referred to community services for assess-
ment of their needs, and 42 have applications for home care submitted and being processed.

This year, services are being stretched more than ever, with demand consistently outstrip-
ping supply, and we have seen an increase the number of delayed transfers of care (DTOCs). 
While the HSE maximises the use of resources, prioritising those requiring discharge from 
acute hospitals, there is a growing demand for egress support. In response, and in the context 
of planning and preparing for the challenges of the winter period, the Department and the 
HSE have been considering a comprehensive approach to the current the high-level of DTOCs. 
However, recognising the urgency of the situation, approval was provided to the HSE to begin 
actions immediately to the value of €5m in 2019.  As part of these measures the HSE released 
a significant number of funding approvals within NHSS in September, and provided additional 
home care and transitional care beds.

10/10/2019WRD02000Paediatric Services

10/10/2019WRD0210080. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken to ad-
dress the multi-year waiting times being experienced by children with special needs in County 
Wicklow that have been referred for treatment to a service (details supplied) and other service 
providers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41264/19]

10/10/2019WRD02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
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ty’s question relates to a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

10/10/2019WRD02300Health Strategies

10/10/2019WRD0240081. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health his plans to address the lower 
health outcomes in deprived areas; if extra resources will be given to these areas; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41361/19]

10/10/2019WRD02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The determinants of health include income 
and social status; employment and working conditions;  education and literacy; childhood ex-
periences; physical environments; social supports; healthy behaviours; and access to health ser-
vices.  Clearly, addressing such issues extends beyond the policy remit of a single government 
Department and requires complex cross-governmental policy solutions that seek to create the 
economic, social, cultural and physical environments that foster healthy living, supported by 
socially targeted interventions that address the specific needs of at-risk groups.

With regard to my Department, Healthy Ireland is the national framework to improve the 
health and wellbeing of the population, and actions to reduce health inequalities are inherent in 
a range of national health policies under the umbrella of the Healthy Ireland Framework.   As 
well as raising awareness of the social and environmental determinants of health, Healthy Ire-
land aims to help empower communities to engage in improving their own health and wellbeing 
and mobilise responses to the challenges they face at local level.  For example, in the first round 
of funding, some 70% of the €5m allocated to the Healthy Ireland Fund benefitted disadvan-
taged groups and communities. 

Furthermore, as part of the package of GP contractual reforms, it has been agreed that the 
GP rural practice allowance will be increased in 2020 while targeted funding of €2 million will 
be set aside to provide additional support to practices in deprived urban areas.  It should also be 
noted that deprivation index scores are one factor used in determining the prioritisation of the 
development of  Primary Care Centres,  while local population needs are taken into account in 
the provision of primary and community services. 

10/10/2019WRD02600Health Services Staff Recruitment

10/10/2019WRD0270082. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the number, grade and title 
of all posts in Galway city and county in which interviews have been held, posts offered and 
accepted and awaiting sanction by the HSE and his Department; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41180/19]

10/10/2019WRD02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

10/10/2019WRD02900Hospital Overcrowding

10/10/2019WRD0300083. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the emergency measures he 
is putting in place to address the severe overcrowding in University Hospital Limerick, which 
saw 1,405 persons on trolleys in the hospital in September 2019; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40958/19]

10/10/2019WRD03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE TrolleyGAR count shows a 17% 
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increase in patients waiting on trolleys in University Hospital Limerick ED for this year up to 
the end of September compared to the same period last year. In the month of September 2019, 
there were 897 patients counted on trolleys in University Hospital Limerick, which was a 28% 
increase compared to the previous month.

It is acknowledged that this is unacceptably high and the HSE are actively working with 
the University of Limerick Hospital Group to ease congestion in University Hospital Limerick 
with a focus on facilitating transfers to Level 2 hospitals, assistance from rehabilitation units 
and Community Health Organisation services, and prioritisation of diagnostics to aid inpatient 
discharges.

My Department is engaging extensively with the HSE this year to identify mitigating ac-
tions across the health service to bring down trolley numbers and waiting times in the ED in the 
face of growing demand.  

Planning for winter 2019/20 has commenced and my Department is working with the HSE 
to finalise the Winter Plan in the coming weeks. Individual Community Healthcare Organisa-
tions (CHOs) and Hospital Groups are preparing Integrated Winter Plans that will focus on 
demand management and reduction, staffing availability, timely access to the most appropriate 
care pathway for patients as well as provide appropriate timely egress from acute hospitals. 
These Integrated Winter Plans will support the development of a single overarching strategic 
level Winter Plan for the HSE.

The Integrated Winter Plan for University Hospital Limerick will be delivered by a Winter 
Action Team whose membership will include the CEO of UL Hospital Group and the Chief 
Officer of CHO Midwest. 

I understand that intensive work is underway between the UL Hospital Group and CHO 
Midwest in the context of recent Emergency Department pressures. Delayed Transfers of Care 
have decreased from a peak of 30 in the last week of August 2019 to 20 in the first week of Oc-
tober 2019.  This joint working will continue throughout the winter period and beyond. 

The winter plan and associated initiatives will be supported by an additional €26m in winter 
funding available nationally, which I have agreed with the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform as part of this week’s Budget. This funding will support access to the Fair Deal scheme 
and the availability of home care, transitional care, aids and appliances and other local actions 
to both facilitate timely hospital discharge and reduce congestion in EDs over the winter period. 

These initiatives build upon the progress that has been made on increasing capacity in Uni-
versity Hospital Limerick. Since December 2017, an additional 25 beds have opened in Uni-
versity Hospital Limerick, including 8 which opened at the start of this year as part of the 
2018/2019 Winter Plan. 

A capital budget of €19.5 million has been approved for the provision of a modular 60-bed 
inpatient ward block at University Hospital Limerick, with funding of €10 million allocated in 
2019. The HSE have advised that the enabling works are complete, and the main contractor is 
now commencing work. This important project will go some way towards addressing the ac-
knowledged lack of bed capacity in the region. 

Furthermore, the National Development Plan includes a 96-bed replacement ward block in 
University Hospital Limerick and capital funding was provided in 2018 to progress the design 
phase of the project. A design team has been appointed for this project.
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10/10/2019WRD03200Hospital Waiting Lists Action Plans

10/10/2019WRD0330084. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to re-
duce the time persons are spending on ophthalmology waiting lists in counties Cork and Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41368/19]

10/10/2019WRD03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Programme for Government commits 
to reducing waiting times for procedures in hospitals and has provided funding to the National 
Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) to deliver on this commitment. Budget 2019 announced that 
the Government had further increased investment in tackling waiting lists, with funding to the 
NTPF increasing from €55 million in 2018 to €75 million in 2019. 

The joint Department of Health, HSE, and NTPF Scheduled Care Access Plan 2019 was 
published in March. Under the plan there has been a continued effort to improve patient access 
for certain high-volume procedures, including cataracts. The NTPF procures capacity for each 
of the procedures identified in the Action Plan, including cataract procedures, in both private 
hospitals or public hospitals. The Action Plan also strikes the appropriate balance between 
maximising the number of patients treated in both public and private capacity, as appropriate, 
and ensuring the best return for the taxpayer. 

Under the Inpatient Day Case Access Plans for 2018 and 2019, cataracts were one of the 
specialties targeted by the NTPF, and by end of September 2019, the number of people waiting 
nationally for a cataract procedure had almost halved, from 10,024 in July 2017 to 5,074. In this 
same period, there has also been a reduction of 88% in the number of patients waiting over 9 
months for a cataract operation. 

In relation to the number of patients awaiting cataract surgery in Cork and Kerry, data pro-
vided by South South West Hospital Group (SSWHG) at the beginning of September, shows 
that of 499 patients waiting, 349 (70%) were waiting less than 6 months.

Furthermore, the SSWHG has advised that the NTPF has approved funding for 401 patients 
to receive cataract surgery with an external provider in 2019. 

As part of the IPDC Action Plan 2018, a stand-alone high-volume consultant-led cataract 
theatre was opened by the University of Limerick Hospital Group in Nenagh Hospital, in No-
vember 2018. This initiative continues to have a positive impact in reducing waiting times for 
patients waiting for cataract procedures, especially in the mid-west. Given the central location 
of Nenagh Hospital it is envisaged that, in time, it has the potential to provide capacity for cata-
ract surgery for patients on waiting lists in public hospitals in the surrounding geographical ar-
eas. The HSE has advised that University Limerick Hospital Group is working collaboratively 
with the South South West Hospital Group to review over 1,000 patients on Ophthalmology 
waiting lists that may be suitable for cataract procedures in Nenagh.

In addition, in line with the objectives of Sláintecare, I have asked the HSE and NTPF to 
work together this year with the objective of developing medium-long term improvement initia-
tives for patient access to hospital procedures. A Working Group comprised of representatives 
from the HSE, NTPF, and Departmental officials, has been established to examine ways of 
improving access for patients waiting for scheduled care. Part of this work included examining 
initiatives which would move care to the most appropriate setting, and at the lowest level of 
complexity, such as providing ophthalmology in the community.

Furthermore, Budget 2020 announced that the Government has further increased invest-
ment in tackling waiting lists, with funding to the NTPF increasing from €75 million in 2019 to 
€100 million in 2020. The year-on-year increases to the NTPF since Budget 2017 reflects this 
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Government’s priority to improve waiting times for patients to access hospital treatment. 

My Department is working with the HSE and NTPF to develop the Scheduled Care Access 
Plan 2020. In this regard, the HSE National Service Plan 2020 will set out a planned activity 
level for the year ahead, while the NTPF will work with the hospital system to provide addi-
tionality to reduce inpatient/day case waiting times, and with a particular focus on improving 
access to hospital outpatient services. 

In 2020, the NTPF will further expand its list of targeted inpatient and daycase procedures 
to support further significant reductions in wait times as well as increasing funding towards 
supporting full packages of care for patients on the outpatient waiting lists, to include surgery 
or treatment where required.   

10/10/2019WRD03500Hospital Services

10/10/2019WRD0360085. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if an independent clinical re-
view will be launched into recent reports of apparent failings in the care provided to a number 
of women at the gynaecology department, Letterkenny University Hospital, County Donegal. 
[41170/19]

10/10/2019WRD03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have been advised that the Saolta Health-
care Group will conduct a review of the safety and quality of gynaecology services in Let-
terkenny University Hospital, led by an independent chairperson. The terms of reference and 
membership of the review group are being finalised at present and it is envisaged that this 
review will be completed in the coming months.

10/10/2019WRD03800Home Help Service Provision

10/10/2019WRD0390086. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health his plans to address the long waiting 
lists for homehelp hours for countiesLongford and Westmeath. [41372/19]

10/10/2019WRD04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

10/10/2019WRD04100Hospital Staff Recruitment

10/10/2019WRD0420087. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the reason the necessary staff 
have not been recruited to ensure that the paediatric outpatient department and urgent care 
centre at Connolly Hospital can be operational from 8 a.m. until midnight, seven days a week, 
as was previously committed; and when the full staff complement will be in place. [40977/19]

10/10/2019WRD04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The new Paediatric Outpatient and Urgent 
Care Unit at Connolly opened on the 31st July 2019. The current hours of opening for the 
Outpatients Department are from 8am to 6pm Monday to Friday.  The  Urgent Care Unit is be-
ing opened on a phased basis and the opening hours are currently between 10am and 5pm The 
phased opening is in line with best practice and has allowed CHI to monitor and review their 
processes, provide on the job training for staff and assess and monitor patient safety.  

CHI has acknowledged that there are recruitment challenges nationally and internationally 
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in certain specialties, specifically in relation to Paediatric Radiology and Paediatric Emergency 
Medicine. While the initial recruitment campaign for emergency medicine has been successful 
there are temporary vacancies in CHI due to maternity and backfill requirements for Paediatric 
Emergency Medicine posts. There are 2 Paediatric Radiology posts vacant and CHI is currently 
recruiting for these posts and working on a pipeline for future radiologists. 

CHI is continuing to actively work with Consultants to review services at the Urgent Care 
Unit since it opened so that it can work within existing resources towards increasing the exist-
ing opening hours at the Unit  Monday to Friday and ultimately to deliver services at weekends.

  Question No. 88 answered with Question No. 51.

10/10/2019WRD04500Health Services Staff Recruitment

10/10/2019WRD0460089. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if the outstanding number of 
posts awaiting decision by the national director for Donegal CHO amounting to over 100 posts 
remaining vacant will be addressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40875/19]

10/10/2019WRD04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

10/10/2019WRD04800Hospice Services Provision

10/10/2019WRD0490090. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the status of discussions between 
the HSE and South Westmeath Hospice regarding the retention of the facility. [41371/19]

10/10/2019WRD05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

10/10/2019WRD05100HSE Staff Recruitment

10/10/2019WRD0520091. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if there is a recruitment embargo 
or freeze within the HSE and specifically for the north west CHO1 area; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40874/19]

10/10/2019WRD05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

10/10/2019WRD05400Health Services Access

10/10/2019WRD0550092. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health his priorities in the capital plan 
to address the delays in accessing elective surgery; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [41172/19]

10/10/2019WRD05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Project Ireland 2040, incorporating the Na-
tional Development Plan 2018-2027, provides for funding of €10.9 billion over the decade to 
develop infrastructure, equipment and additional service capacity for the public health sector, 
in an ambitious plan to improve our health services and modernise how we deliver services 
through the implementation of Sláintecare.
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The Sláintecare Action Plan for 2019 includes a commitment to develop criteria for new 
dedicated ambulatory elective-only hospital facilities. Detailed policy analysis to underpin this 
very significant health capital development is required to guide service and operational speci-
fications for the new facilities.  

The Health Service Executive recently published its Capital Plan for 2019-2021 outlin-
ing the projects to be progressed over the three-year period across a range of investment pro-
grammes, including the development of additional capacity.

Project Ireland 2040 and the National Development Plan are long-term plans which will 
provide the capital funding to develop dedicated ambulatory elective-only hospital facilities. 
However, we must ensure that we carefully plan the use of this capital funding to meet the 
populations health needs and achieve value for money.    

Project Ireland 2040 includes provision for new dedicated ambulatory elective-only hospi-
tal facilities will be introduced in Dublin, Galway and Cork. These facilities will provide high 
volume, low complexity procedures on a day and outpatient basis, together with a range of am-
bulatory diagnostic services. The high volume of demand for such services in these major urban 
centres is sufficient to justify the construction of dedicated ambulatory centres. 

It is envisaged that these facilities will be sited adjacent to acute hospitals. The aim is to both 
increase capacity in the hospital system and provide a better separation of scheduled and un-
scheduled care, in line with the recommendations of the Sláintecare Report. They will provide 
increased, protected capacity for elective treatment and free up capacity in major hospitals to 
address higher complexity and emergency care. 

10/10/2019WRD05700Hospital Services

10/10/2019WRD0580093. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 95 of 13 March 2019 the precise location of the helipad of Galway University 
Hospital; if the helipad has been relocated to the grounds of the hospital from its temporary 
location in the community park in Shantalla, Galway; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41182/19]

10/10/2019WRD05900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is an operational matter, I have asked 
the HSE to reply to you directly.   

10/10/2019WRD06000Nursing Homes Support Scheme Eligibility

10/10/2019WRD0610094. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health when the changes to the nursing 
home support scheme for farmers will take place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41228/19]

10/10/2019WRD06200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The proposed policy 
change to the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS), to cap contributions based on farm and 
business assets at 3 years where a family successor commits to working the productive asset, 
has been approved by Government. The Department developed draft Heads of Bill while con-
sidering a number of complex ancillary policy and operational matters which may need to be 
addressed in the proposed legislation. 

The General Scheme of Bill for the NHSS was approved by Government on the 11th June 
2019 and subsequently published. The changes to the Scheme will come into effect as soon as 
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the legislative process is successfully complete. The Department will progress this as quickly 
as possible, however, the timeline for completion of the legislation will also depend on how it 
passes through the Houses. The General Scheme has been sent to the relevant Joint Committee 
and the Department will participate in pre-legislative scrutiny when the Committee sets a date 
in the coming months.

It is intended that this proposed policy change, the 3 year cap, will be extended to eligible 
existing participants in long term residential care so that they are not disadvantaged, but that 
there would be no retrospective recoupment of contributions for those who have paid contribu-
tions over and above the 3 year period.  

10/10/2019WRD06300Departmental Budgets

10/10/2019WRD0640095. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the degree to which he is incor-
porating demographic changes into budgetary planning; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41304/19]

10/10/2019WRD06500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Demographic change, in terms of both the 
age structure and health status of the population (including factors such as morbidity, disability 
or dependency ratios), is fully considered by my Department and the Health Service Executive 
when undertaking budget planning.  

Meeting demographic need within the fiscal resources available to Government is a major 
policy challenge for both Irish and international Governments.  The significant increases in 
health funding year on year reflects the consideration given by my Department and the HSE 
to the growing needs for health and social care services year on year and the commitment by 
Government to address this recognised policy challenge.

10/10/2019WRD06600Hospital Facilities

10/10/2019WRD0670096. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if the establishment of a day 
hospital in Swords, County Dublin will be considered. [40979/19]

10/10/2019WRD06800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Development Plan 2018-2027 
outlines that new dedicated ambulatory/elective-only hospital facilities will be delivered in 
Dublin, Cork and Galway to tackle waiting lists and provide access to diagnostic services. 

The Sláintecare Action Plan 2019 includes a commitment that the criteria for ambulatory/
elective sites will be determined during the course of this year. This will involve policy devel-
opment to determine the services to be delivered, the facilities required and the relationship 
with existing hospitals in the catchment area. 

This work will be directed by an Elective Hospital Oversight Group, and draw upon inter-
national evidence, including the merits of stand-alone facilities or dedicated facilities on the site 
of a general hospital. In advance of the development of the criteria for site selection, it is not 
possible to evaluate the merits of the particular proposed location at this stage. 

10/10/2019WRD06900Hospital Overcrowding

10/10/2019WRD0700097. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the measures being taken to al-
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leviate overcrowding in the South Tipperary General Hospital in which the figures recorded in 
September 2019 were the worst recorded for September since an organisation (details supplied) 
commenced keeping records; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41227/19]

10/10/2019WRD07100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): According to provisional HSE TrolleyGAR 
data, there was a 39% increase in patients waiting on trolleys year to date in South Tipperary 
General Hospital (STGH) ED in September 2019 compared to the same period last year. In the 
month of September 2019, there were 574 patients counted on trolleys in STGH, which was a 
23.7% increase compared to the previous month. 

My Department is engaging extensively with the HSE this year to identify mitigating ac-
tions across the health service to bring down trolley numbers and waiting times in the ED in the 
face of growing demand.  

Planning for winter 2019/20 has commenced and my Department is working with the HSE 
to finalise the Winter Plan in the coming weeks. Individual Community Healthcare Organisa-
tions (CHOs) and Hospital Groups are preparing Integrated Winter Plans that will focus on 
demand management and reduction, staffing availability, timely access to the most appropriate 
care pathway for patients, and appropriate timely discharge from acute hospitals. The Integrated 
Winter Plans will support the development of a single overarching strategic level Winter Plan 
for the HSE. These Integrated Winter Plans will support the development of a single overarch-
ing strategic level Winter Plan for the HSE.

 The Integrated Winter Plan for STGH will be delivered by a Winter Actions Team that will 
include the CEO of the South South West Hospital Group and the Chief Officer of CHO 5.

The Health Service Capacity Review published last year was clear on the need for a major 
investment in additional capacity in both hospital and community – combined with a wide scale 
reform of the manner and the location of where health services are provided.

As part of the 2017/2018 Winter Initiative, funding was allocated for the provision of a 40-
bed modular unit in STGH in Clonmel. HSE Estates have advised that the contract programme 
is now 85% complete and that substantial completion is anticipated in November. Equipment 
has been delivered to the site and the equipping programme is underway. The final commission-
ing will take place once the contractor hand-over is completed.

10/10/2019WRE0010010/10/2019WRE00200Defence Forces Reserve

10/10/2019WRE0030098. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 117 of 1 October 2019, the reason the terms of paragraph 31(1) of 
Defence Forces Regulation R5 have not been utilised to promote RDF officers commissioned 
after 1 October 2005 to the rank of captain or the Naval Service equivalent or above; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [41400/19]

10/10/2019WRE00400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Defence Force 
Regulation R5 (New Series) is the governing Regulation for the Reserve Defence Force and 
Paragraph 31 thereof governs promotions within the Army Reserve and Naval Service Reserve.

Following the reorganisation in 2012 and the consolidation of Reserve Units throughout the 
country, there was a surplus of officers at all ranks except for Lieutenant Colonel. The current 
strength of some ranks in the Army Reserve and Naval Service Reserve, as compared to the 
Establishment, show that the surplus no longer exists.
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The Regulation is in the process of being reviewed by the civil and military sides of the 
Department. In the course of this review, consideration will be given to the construct of the 
promotion provisions contained in Paragraph 31. As pointed out in the above mentioned Parlia-
mentary Question, the revision of DFR R5 will include criteria for the promotion of any officer 
in the RDF.

10/10/2019WRE00500Legislative Measures

10/10/2019WRE0060099. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number, date 
of publication and details of post enactment reports published by his Department since March 
2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41562/19]

10/10/2019WRE00700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): There have been 
no post-enactment reports published by my Department since March 2011.

In general, legislation emanating from the Department of Defence is focused on the Defence 
Forces and does not apply to the ordinary citizen or the business community. 

10/10/2019WRE00800Legislative Measures

10/10/2019WRE00900100. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number 
of acts passed since March 2011 that his Department is responsible for; the date each act was 
signed into law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41578/19]

10/10/2019WRE01000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The information 
requested by the Deputy is as follows:

Act Date signed  into law by the President
Defence (Amendment) Act 2011 26 July 2011
Civil Defence Act 2012 26 December 2012
Defence Forces (Second World War Amnesty and 
Immunity) Act 2013

14 May 2013

Defence (Amendment) Act 2015 22 July 2015

10/10/2019WRE01100Legislative Measures

10/10/2019WRE01200101. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the number, date of publication and details of post enactment reports published by his De-
partment since March 2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41566/19]

10/10/2019WRE01300102. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the number of acts passed since March 2011 that his Department is responsible for; the date 
each act was signed into law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41582/19]

10/10/2019WRE01400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 101 and 102 together.

Since 2011 my Department has sponsored six items of legislation, as set out in the table 
below.
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 Post-enactment scrutiny was adopted for the duration of the 31st Dáil through Standing 
Order 141A, effective from 5 November 2013, and was adopted by Standing Order 164A for 
the 32nd Dáil. In that light, the requirement to report does not apply to the first three pieces of 
legislation listed as they pre-date the requirement. 

The post enactment reports made under Standing Order 164A for my Department are as 
follows:

- Diplomatic Relations (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2017 was laid with the Oireachtas 
Library on 13 December 2018.

- Protection of Cultural Property in the event of Armed Conflict (Hague Convention) Act 
2017 was laid on 29 March 2019.

My Department will comply with future review requirements on each piece of legislation 
when they fall due. This includes the Withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European 
Union (Consequential Provisions) Act 2019. 

Name of Act Year Enacted
Biological Weapons Act 2011-10 July
European Communities (Amendment) Act 2012- 3 July
Thirtieth Amendment of the Constitution Bill (Treaty 
on Stability, Coordination and Governance in the 
Economic and Monetary Union) Act

2012-27 June

Diplomatic Relations (Miscellaneous Provisions)  
Act

2017-13 December

Protection of Cultural Property in the event of 
Armed Conflict (Hague Convention) Act

2017-21 December

The Withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the 
European Union (Consequential Provisions) Act 
2019 - ‘the Brexit Omnibus Act’.

2019-17 March

10/10/2019WRE01600Tax Code

10/10/2019WRE01700103. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Finance the categories of flat rate tax 
expense for workers which the Revenue Commissioners propose to abolish from the beginning 
of 2020; the anticipated increase in tax revenue arising out of the abolition or substantial reduc-
tion of flat rate tax expenses for workers; and if he has discussed this matter with the Revenue 
Commissioners in view of the fact it involves an effective pay cut for the workers concerned 
and a prioritisation of the measure by the Revenue Commissioners ahead of other reforms of 
aspects of the tax code which affect higher earners. [41460/19]

10/10/2019WRE01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The flat-rate expenses (FRE) allowance 
regime is a concessionary practice operated by Revenue, where both specific commonality of 
expenditure exists across an employment category and the statutory requirement for the tax 
deduction as set out in section 114 of the Taxes Consolidation Act (TCA) 1997 is satisfied.  To 
qualify for tax relief under that section, any travelling expenses must be necessarily incurred, 
and any other employment-related expenses must be wholly, exclusively and necessarily in-
curred, in the performance of the duties of the relevant employment and must not be reimbursed 
by the employer. The FRE regime eases the administrative burden on Revenue and on employ-
ees in certain sectors by facilitating the automatic granting of a fixed tax allowance to cover 
allowable employment-related expenses, without the need for annual claims by every employee 
concerned.  It is important to note, however, that the regime does not preclude any employee 
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from making an individual claim for a tax allowance in respect of employment-related expens-
es, where those expenses meet the statutory requirement for such an allowance.    Therefore, 
while certain employees may no longer claim a deduction on a universal “flat rate” basis, they 
may still be able to still claim a deduction on a specific “vouched basis”.

I am aware that over the past 18 months, Revenue has been conducting a comprehensive 
review of the FRE regime.  Revenue has advised me that the purpose of the FRE review, which 
involved engagement with relevant representative bodies, is to ensure that the expenses granted 
to each employment category remain justified and appropriate to modern day employments and 
work practices.  Each category of FRE allowance is being examined separately in the light of 
the legislative requirements.  The review will result in increases and decreases in several FRE 
categories and the withdrawal of the right to avail of an FRE allowance in some categories.  An 
FRE allowance can only be retained to the extent that there is a legislative basis to support the 
right to tax deductibility in respect of the expense.

Revenue advise me that its review is now nearing conclusion. As previously advised, the 
implementation date for all changes to the FRE regime will be 1 January 2020 to make sure 
that employees in any one sector are not impacted on earlier than employees of another sector.  
Revenue will be publishing a comprehensive list of all FRE allowances for 2020 in advance 
of the implementation date.  It is not appropriate, in advance of the finalisation of the review 
and the publication of the list, to indicate the employment categories which will be subject to 
increases or decreases in the FRE allowance amount or which no longer meet the legislative 
basis for deductibility. 

I am also advised by Revenue that it is not possible to accurately quantify the anticipated 
increase in tax revenue arising out of any abolition or reduction of FRE allowances, as the cost 
of such allowances vary depending on the particular circumstances of the individual recipients, 
for example, the extent of their income subject to tax and whether income is subject to tax at 
the standard or marginal rate. Moreover, a breakdown of the cost and numbers by reference to 
each employment category in which the FRE regime currently operates is not readily available. 

Finally, on the question of whether I have discussed the FRE review with Revenue, I can 
confirm that I am aware of Revenue’s programme of work in this area and I understand that the 
purpose of the review is to ensure that the expenses granted to each employment category re-
main justified and appropriate to modern day employments and work practices.  As the Deputy 
will be aware, the administration of the tax code is exclusively a matter for Revenue who are 
independent in the performance of their functions.  Any changes in practice to the flat rate ex-
penses regime are therefore a matter for Revenue, but I understand that any withdrawal of the 
practice can only take place if Revenue are satisfied that there is no longer a legally valid basis 
to give the concession, after engagement with the relevant representative body acting on behalf 
of the various categories of workers.

Having said this, I expect that Revenue as they have demonstrated on many occasions will 
implement the outcome of their review in their customary proportionate and fair manner fully 
cognisant of the impact on the individuals concerned.

10/10/2019WRE01900Help-To-Buy Scheme Data

10/10/2019WRE02000104. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Finance the number of help-to-buy 
grant approvals on a monthly basis since the scheme was launched; the number of drawdowns 
in this regard since the scheme was introduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41434/19]



Questions - Written Answers

50

10/10/2019WRE02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Help To Buy tax incentive (HTB), 
announced in Budget 2017 and backdated to 19 July 2016, is designed to assist first-time buyers 
with the deposit required to purchase or self-build a new house or apartment to live in as their 
home. 

HTB has a two main stages: the application stage and the claim stage. Compliant taxpayers 
who complete a HTB application are provided with an application number and a summary of 
the maximum relief available to them under the incentive. A mortgage provider, broker, quali-
fying contractor or solicitor can use this summary to verify the relief available to the applicant, 
for the purposes of mortgage approval or drawdown, or signing a house purchase contract. 
Revenue advise me that, to end September 2019 (the most recent month for which data are 
available), they have received 32,885 HTB applications.

An application will progress to the claim stage where the applicant decides to purchase a 
property that is eligible for the scheme. Many applications may never progress to the claim 
stage because the applicant does not purchase a property or purchases a property not eligible for 
the scheme. Revenue advise me that, to end September 2019, some 15,357 HTB claims have 
been made.   

Claims made cannot be approved and paid until the qualifying contractor, or the solicitor 
acting on behalf of self-builder, has verified the claim. Claims are approved by Revenue in the 
vast majority of cases but at any given time there will be a number of pending claims awaiting 
approval. Revenue advise me that a total of 14,571 claims have been approved under the HTB 
scheme up to end September 2019.   

The Deputy has requested a monthly breakdown of the number of HTB approvals since the 
scheme was launched, and the number of drawdowns in this regard. The following table out-
lines the number of HTB claims approved on a monthly basis since the scheme was introduced 
in 2017, up to end September 2019 (the most recent month for which data are available). 

Month/Year Claims Approved
Sept 2019 616
Aug 2019 660
Jul 2019 628
Jun 2019 581
May 2019 574
Apr 2019 469
Mar 2019 562
Feb 2019 374
Jan 2019 317
Dec 2018 371
Nov 2018 519
Oct 2018 419
Sep 2018 687
Aug 2018 136
Jul 2018 438
Jun 2018 440
May 2018 427
Apr 2018 430
Mar 2018 394
Feb 2018 369
Jan 2018 336
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Month/Year Claims Approved
Dec 2017 442
Nov 2017 520
Oct 2017 431
Sept 2017 453
Aug 2017 469
Jul 2017 599
Jun 2017 448
May 2017 525
Apr 2017 423
Mar 2017* 534

*This figure represents all claims approved in respect of the period 19 July 2016- March 
2017. 

Section 477C of the Taxes Consolidation Act of 1997, which provides for the Help To Buy 
incentive, currently includes a sunset clause of 31 December 2019. In my Budget 2020 speech 
on Tuesday, I announced that I intend to amend the legislation to provide for an extension of 
HTB, in its present form, for a further two-year period up to 31 December 2021. This extension 
aligns with the timeline envisaged for building more homes in Rebuilding Ireland.

10/10/2019WRE02200Help-To-Buy Scheme

10/10/2019WRE02300105. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Finance the plans to continue the 
help-to-buy scheme following its planned finish date at the end of 2019; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41435/19]

10/10/2019WRE02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy correctly suggests that the 
measure, which is provided for in Section 477C of the Taxes Consolidation Act of 1997, cur-
rently includes a sunset clause of 31 December 2019. 

In my Budget 2020 speech on Tuesday, I announced that I intend to amend the legislation to 
provide for an extension of the Help To Buy scheme, in its present form, for a further two-year 
period up to 31 December 2021.  This extension aligns with the timeline envisaged for building 
more homes in Rebuilding Ireland. 

10/10/2019WRE02500Insurance Costs

10/10/2019WRE02600106. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the steps he had taken to ad-
dress the spiralling costs of insurance for the leisure industry; the timeline for the measures that 
will take effect and address the issue; and the steps a leisure business should take in the mean-
time to avoid going out of business. [41482/19]

10/10/2019WRE02700107. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if he has conducted an analy-
sis to determine the full impact of spiralling insurance costs on the leisure industry and on the 
communities that depend on those industries for employment; and the details of the analysis by 
county. [41483/19]

10/10/2019WRE02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 106 
and 107 together.
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I am aware of the issues facing many businesses in the leisure sector when it comes to the 
affordability and availability of insurance. Unfortunately, neither I, nor the Central Bank of Ire-
land, have any influence over the pricing of insurance products, and neither can we compel any 
insurer operating in the Irish market to provide cover to the leisure sector as this is a commercial 
matter for insurers.  This position is reinforced by the EU framework for insurance which ex-
pressly prohibits Member States from adopting rules which require insurance companies to ob-
tain prior approval of the pricing or terms and conditions of insurance products. Consequently, 
the Government cannot direct insurance companies to cover certain types of risk, such as those 
in the leisure sector.  A further constraint is the fact that for constitutional reasons, I cannot di-
rect the courts as to the award levels that should be applied.

Notwithstanding the above, I wish to re-emphasise however that this issue remains a prior-
ity for the Government.  The Cost of Insurance Working Group (CIWG), which was established 
in July 2016, and has produced two reports, is continuing to work to implement the recom-
mendations of the Cost of Motor Insurance Report and the Cost of Employer and Public Li-
ability Insurance Report.  The latter report in particular makes it clear the impact that the cost 
of insurance is having on the leisure and other sectors and this position has been reinforced by 
Minister of State D’Arcy’s continuing engagement with the sector. Therefore, there is a clear 
understanding of the impact of this problem on the leisure sector and there is a recognition that 
the single most essential challenge which must be addressed if we are to overcome it is a sus-
tainable reduction in insurance costs. 

In this regard, the establishment of the Personal Injuries Commission and the publication 
of its two reports, which included a benchmarking of award levels between Ireland and other 
jurisdictions for the first time has been very helpful in identifying the scale of the problem that 
is faced. This research showed that award levels for soft tissue injuries in Ireland were 4.4 times 
higher than in England and Wales. The PIC recommended that a Judicial Council be established 
and that it should compile guidelines for appropriate general damages for various types of per-
sonal injury. In carrying out this exercise, the PIC believes that the Judiciary will take account 
of the jurisprudence of the Court of Appeal, the results of its benchmarking exercise, etc.

As the Deputy is aware, the Government with the support of all parties in the Oireachtas 
prioritised the passing of the Judicial Council Act.  This Act provides for the establishment of a 
Personal Injuries Guidelines Committee upon the formal establishment of the Judicial Council.  
This Committee is tasked with introducing new guidelines to replace the Book of Quantum.  
While the Government cannot interfere in their deliberations, I would hope that the Judiciary 
will recognise the importance of this issue and prioritise it accordingly.

Other steps take to date to address the spiralling cost of insurance include the following: 

- The establishment of the National Claims Information Database in the Central Bank to in-
crease transparency around the future cost of private motor insurance.  The CBI is due to make 
its first report by the end of 2019, and will make recommendations to me regarding potentially 
expanding its scope to include employer and public liability insurance;

- Reforms to the Personal Injuries Assessment Board through the Personal Injuries Assess-
ment Board (Amendment) Act 2019   to strengthen the powers of PIAB around compliance with 
its procedures;

- Commencement of the amendments to Sections 8 and 14 of the Civil Liability and Courts 
Act 2004   to align the timeframes by which claims should be notified to businesses with GDPR 
time limits on the keeping of CCTV footage to make it easier for businesses and insurers to 
challenge cases where fraud or exaggeration is suspected;
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- The reform of the Insurance Compensation Fund to provide certainty to policyholders and 
insurers, resulting from the failure of Setanta Insurance; 

- Various reforms of how fraud is reported to and dealt with by An Garda Síochána, includ-
ing increased co-ordination with the insurance industry, as well as the recent decision by the 
Garda Commissioner to develop a divisional focus on insurance fraud which will be guided by 
the Garda National Economic Crime Bureau (GNECB) which will also train Gardaí all over the 
country on investigating insurance fraud, and the recent success under Operation Coatee, which 
targets insurance-related criminality, and;

- The commencement and prioritisation by the Law Reform Commission (LRC) of its work 
to undertake a detailed analysis of the possibility of developing constitutionally sound legisla-
tion to delimit or cap the amounts of damages which a court may award in respect of some or 
all categories of personal injuries, as part of its Fifth Programme of Law Reform;

I believe that these reforms are having a significant impact with regard to private motor 
insurance (CSO figures from August 2019 show that the price of motor insurance is now 24% 
lower than the July 2016 peak).  The Government is determined to continue working to ensure 
that these positive pricing trends can be extended to other forms of insurance, particularly those 
relevant to businesses.

In conclusion, I would like to assure the Deputy that important reforms are taking place and 
that I am confident that if the level of awards are reduced as a result of the Personal Injuries 
Guidelines Committee, then the insurance premium and coverage issues that are being expe-
rienced by the leisure, sports and tourism sectors and many businesses more generally should 
recede.

10/10/2019WRE03000Ireland Strategic Investment Fund Capital

10/10/2019WRE03100108. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Finance the status of the operation of the 
Ireland Strategic Investment Fund; the way in which refocus of same in February 2019 on re-
gional development has worked to date in terms of geographical spread; the amount left in the 
fund; and the length of time it will remain open to applications. [41489/19]

10/10/2019WRE03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Ireland Strategic Investment Fund 
(ISIF) publishes biannual reporting which contains an update on the status of the operation of 
the ISIF, including economic impact reporting. The latest report (available at https://isif.ie/up-
loads/publications/ISIF-H1-2019FY-2018.pdf) sets out an overview of ISIF as at 30 June 2019 
and the regional spread of ISIF’s investments as at 31 December 2018. 

The regional breakdown which is geographically balanced, broadly in line with regional 
economic activity, is set out in the following table.

 - Jobs Capital Deployed GVA
Dublin 45% 55% 44%
Excluding Dublin 55% 45% 56%

In early 2019, the ISIF announced its refocused investment strategy, which is based on 5 
priority themes, one of which is to prioritise investments which support regional development. 
I am informed by ISIF that, during 2019, a number of investments have been completed which 
are entirely consistent with the regional theme. These include: 
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- Development Finance for a new Aviation Hangar at Shannon Airport;

- Quadrant Real Estate, a fund supporting Commercial Real Estate development in Cork;

- Development Finance for the Abbey Quarter urban regeneration and repurposing project 
in Kilkenny;

- Direct investments in indigenous businesses in regional locations – namely ATA in Cavan, 
Green Isle Brands in Sligo and West Cork Distillery in Skibbereen;

- Beechbrook, a Cork based SME fund with a mandate to focus its activities on businesses 
based in regional locations; and

- Housing Infrastructure Services Company – a commercial joint venture with Cork County 
Council for the provision of enabling infrastructure for housing development.

ISIF advises that investment in these projects and businesses totals €117m.

ISIF has also informed me that it has a planned programme of regional engagements. In fact, 
market engagement events have already taken place in Sligo and Cork in 2019. Further events 
and engagement are planned for the remainder of 2019 and the first half of 2020.

As at 30 June 2019, I am advised that the Discretionary Portfolio was valued at €9.5bn, of 
which €1.5bn was allocated to a Pre-Rainy Day Fund, €2.8bn was committed to the Irish Port-
folio and €5.2bn in the Global Portfolio remains available for investments in Ireland.

ISIF has a long-term timeframe for applications.

10/10/2019WRE03300Property Tax

10/10/2019WRE03400109. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if residential property tax 
can be refunded in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [41543/19]

10/10/2019WRE03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 
2012 (as amended) specifies that a ‘residential property’ is defined for LPT purposes as ‘any 
building or structure which is in use as, or is suitable for use as, a dwelling’. The Act also pro-
vides that residential property owners are obliged to file LPT returns based on their assessment 
of the market value of the property on the ‘liability date’ (1 May 2013) or advise Revenue if the 
property is not liable to LPT. 

 I am advised by Revenue that the person in question has not filed a statutory LPT return in 
respect of the property referred to by the Deputy. He has also failed to engage with Revenue on 
the issue and has not provided any documentary evidence confirming that his property is not 
liable to LPT. For these reasons it is not possible for Revenue to determine if the person is due 
any refund of LPT.

 If the person feels that his property is not liable to LPT he should contact Revenue at 01 
7383626 so that the matter can be clarified.

10/10/2019WRE03600Legislative Measures

10/10/2019WRE03700110. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Finance the number, date of publication 
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and details of post enactment reports published by his Department since March 2011, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41565/19]

10/10/2019WRE03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Standing Order 164A of Dáil Eireann 
Standing Orders 2016 and Standing Order 168 of Seanad Eireann Standing Orders 2017 pro-
vide that “twelve months following the enactment of a Bill, save in the case of the Finance Bill 
and the Appropriation Bill, the member of the Government or Minister of State who is officially 
responsible for implementation of the Act shall provide a report which shall review the func-
tioning if the Act and which shall be laid in the Parliamentary library.” 

I can advise the Deputy that between March 2011 and 7 October 2019, seventeen post enact-
ment scrutiny reports (“PESRs  “) were prepared by my Department and laid in the Parliamen-
tary library. The list of the PESRs duly laid are available at the following link:  

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-10_pq110-10-10-19_en.docx”>List of Acts sponsored by Minister for Finance 
and PESRs laid</a>]

10/10/2019WRE03900Legislative Measures

10/10/2019WRE04000111. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Finance the number of acts passed since 
March 2011 that his Department is responsible for; the date each act was signed into law; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [41581/19]

10/10/2019WRE04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The document provided at the follow-
ing link sets out in tabular form the legislation passed between March 2011 and 7 October 2019 
for which I, as Minister for Finance, sponsored and for which my Department - the Department 
of Finance - is responsible for.

The Deputy might note that the Central Bank and Financial Services Authority of Ireland 
(Amendment) Act 2017 enacted on 25 July 2017 has not been included as although it relates to 
an area of legislation for which the Department of Finance has responsibility, it was a Private 
Members’ Bill.

The Deputy might also note that the Withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European 
Union (Consequential Provisions) Act 2019 enacted on 17 March 2019 has not been included in 
the schedule as although the Department of Finance was responsible for certain aspects of the 
legislation, the Department was not responsible for that Act overall.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-10_pq111-10-10-19_en.docx”>List of Acts sponsored by Minister for Finance 
March 2011 to October 2019</a>]

10/10/2019WRE04200Office of Public Works Properties

10/10/2019WRE04300112. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the po-
sition with regard to the Office of Public Works ownership and plans for a site at Shandon, 
Dungarvan, County Waterford, which had been earmarked for decentralisation a decade ago. 
[41488/19]

10/10/2019WRE04400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Commissioners of Public Works have advised me that they are in the 
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process of transferring the site at Shandon, Dungarvan, County Waterford to Waterford City 
and County Council.  The transfer is in accordance with Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform Circular 11/2015: Protocols for the Transfer and Sharing of State Property Assets.  

10/10/2019WRE04500Brexit Issues

10/10/2019WRE04600113. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
funding stream that OPW used in order to get aspects of Dublin post-Brexit ready; the amount 
of funding available for the works; if public procurement rules were fully complied with in 
order to appoint a contractor for the works; the reason that public procurement rules were not 
followed by the OPW in appointing a contractor for the works at Dublin Port; the amount spent 
on OPW projects at Dublin Port in 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41468/19]

10/10/2019WRE04700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): In the lead up to the end of March and mid-April Brexit deadlines, arrange-
ments were finalised to ensure that sufficient infrastructure was in place in Dublin Port to pro-
vide an emergency response to a no-deal Brexit. Since then work has continued to further 
enhance these facilities. 

The OPW is to be funded on an agency basis for works related to a no-deal Brexit. The OPW 
made no payments in 2017 or 2018 on Brexit related activity in Dublin Port. Payments of €9.95 
million have been made to date in 2019 on capital works within Dublin Port spread across 7 
projects. Funding is to be made available for additional infrastructure for Government Bodies 
as it is required.

In order to respond to the emergency scenario, the OPW used a contractor with whom an 
existing, appropriate schedule of costs had been agreed, established through an EU procure-
ment process.

10/10/2019WRE04800Drainage Schemes Status

10/10/2019WRE04900114. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when the 
necessary works will be carried out on a river (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41500/19]

10/10/2019WRE05000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The River Deel flows through the town of Rathkeale and forms part of the Deel 
Catchment Drainage Scheme, which is under the auspices of the Office of Public Works.  

Vegetation maintenance (along the riverbank) planned for the River Deel, adjacent to the 
Orchard Avenue Estate in Rathkeale is due to commence shortly. 

In-stream works on the River Deel are scheduled for 2020, as part of the OPW’s mainte-
nance programme.  These works will be informed by an environmental assessment, associated 
approval and consultations. Any works will only be permitted outside of the fish spawning 
season, between the 1st of May to the 31st of September inclusive. 

The environmental assessment is important as marginal vegetation such as scrub and rushes 
can provide valuable habitat for a variety of species. 
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10/10/2019WRE05100Legislative Measures

10/10/2019WRE05200115. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number, date of publication and details of post enactment reports published by his Department 
since March 2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41570/19]

10/10/2019WRE05300116. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of acts passed since March 2011 that his Department is responsible for; the date each 
act was signed into law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41586/19]

10/10/2019WRE05400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 115 and 116 together.

The information requested by the Deputy on the Acts passed since 2011 and the dates of 
enactment is set out in the following table.

Name of Act Date of Enactment
Data Sharing and Governance Act 2019 4 March 2019
Houses of the Oireachtas Commission (Amendment) 
Act 2018

27 December 2018

Public Service Superannuation (Age of Retirement) 
Act 2018

26 December 2018

Appropriation Act 2018 20 December 2018
Appropriation Act 2017 18 December 2017
Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 16 December 2017
National Shared Services Office Act 2017 26 July 2017
Ministers and Secretaries Act 2017 19 July 2017
Statute Law Revision Act 2016 26 December 2016
Appropriation Act 2016 20 December 2016
Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest 
Act 2015

27 November 2015

Houses of the Oireachtas Commission (Amendment) 
Act 2015

24 December 2015

Appropriation Act 2015 16 December 2015
Houses of the Oireachtas (Appointments of Certain 
Officers) Act 2015

15 October 2015

Statute Law Revision Act 2015 18 July 2015
Valuation (Amendment) Act 2015 23 April 2015
Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 11 March 2015
Appropriation Act 2014 19 December 2014
Freedom of Information Act 2014 14 October 2014
Protected Disclosures Act 2014 8 July 2014
Oireachtas (Ministerial and Parliamentary Officer) 
(Amendment) Act 2014

12 April 2014

Public Service Management (Recruitment and Ap-
pointments) (Amendment) Act 2013

24 December 2013

Appropriation Act 2013 20 December 2013
Construction Contracts Act 2013 29 July 2013
Houses of the Oireachtas (Inquiries, Privileges and 
Procedures) Act 2013

24 July 2013

Ministers and Secretaries Act 2013 23 July 2013
Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest 
Act 2013

5 June 2013
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Name of Act Date of Enactment
National Lottery Act 2013 14 May 2013
Houses of the Oireachtas (Amendment) (No.2) Act 
2012

26 December 2012

Appropriation Act 2012 21 December 2012
Ombudsman (Amendment) Act 2012 31 October 2012
Public Service Pensions (Single Scheme and other 
provisions) Act 2012

28 July 2012

Statute Law Revision Act 2012 2 July 2012
Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest 
Act 2011

19 December 2011

Appropriation Act 2011 19 December 2011
Ministers and Secretaries Act 2011 4 July 2011

The position in terms of post enactment reports varies according to the nature of the legisla-
tion in question.  For example:

- The Appropriation Act is an annual Act required to provide authorisation in law for all the 
expenditure that has been undertaken in a given year on the basis of the Estimates and to pro-
vide legal basis for spending to continue in the year following;

- The FEMPI legislation makes provision for the Minister to submit annual reports by the 
end of June each year on the findings of a review of the operation, effectiveness and impact of 
the legislation and reports have been submitted to the Oireachtas from 2010 to 2019;

- The Statute Law Revision Acts 2012-2016 were commenced in full on enactment and their 
sole purpose was to repeal archaic pre-independence legislation.  As such, there is nothing to 
review, as the Acts do not “operate” in a meaningful sense.  Their entire purpose of repealing 
other legislation was fulfilled on the day of enactment;

- The Houses of the Oireachtas (Inquiries, Privileges and Procedures) Act 2013 was com-
menced in full on 25th September 2013.  The Oireachtas has reviewed the Act by way of Vol-
ume II of the Report of the Banking Inquiry;

- The Protected Disclosures Act 2014 was commenced in full on 15th   July 2014 and, as 
mandated by Section 2, the first statutory review of the Act’s operation has been published and 
can be accessed at the following link: https://www.per.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/Statutory-
Review-of-the-Protected-Disclosures-Act-2014.pdf; and

- The Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 provided that the Minister would commence a re-
view of the operation of the Act 12 months after enactment, and make a report to each House 
of the Oireachtas. The first review of the Act was submitted to the Oireachtas and published in 
April 2017, further details are available at the following link: http://www.per.gov.ie/en/regula-
tion-of-lobbying.

10/10/2019WRE05600Schools Property

10/10/2019WRE05700117. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that the ETBI has installed car parking barriers at the entrance to its 
car parking facility at a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41446/19]



10 October 2019

59

10/10/2019WRE05800126. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that a school (details supplied) has reportedly never been issued with 
a lease from his Department in the ten years the school has been operational on a campus which 
in turn has resulted in the interests of the school and its school children having little effective 
input to advocate about the serious school traffic safety issues arising within the campus; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [41443/19]

10/10/2019WRE05900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 117 and 126 together.

The school referred to by the Deputy is not in my ownership and queries in relation to 
leasing arrangements should be referred to the landowner. My Department is aware that the 
landowner is working with the schools on the campus and the local authority to devise a traffic 
management plan. Queries in respect of traffic management should be referred to landowner. 

10/10/2019WRE06000School Funding

10/10/2019WRE06100118. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the rental 
cost remittance for the board of management of a school (details supplied) was not paid in July, 
August and September 2019; when the remittance will be paid; and if it will be ensured that 
future remittances from October 2019 will be paid on time. [41397/19]

10/10/2019WRE06200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department has received a request for payment from the school in question.  

I wish to advise the Deputy that my Department is committed to paying invoices on rental 
contracts on a biannual basis.  At the initiation of the rental approval, my Department, advises 
the school authority that the first payment covers the period January to June and the second 
payment covers the period July to December.  The exact timing of these payments is not pre-
defined.  For example, for the period July to December, payments may be made at any date 
between 1st June and 31st December.

Officials from my Department will liaise with the school authority as soon as the process 
has been completed. 

10/10/2019WRE06300Special Educational Needs Service Provision

10/10/2019WRE06400119. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
increase ASD units for primary schools in south County Kildare for the school year 2020-2021; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41427/19]

10/10/2019WRE06500120. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
increase ASD units for secondary schools in south County Kildare for the school year 2020-
2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41428/19]

10/10/2019WRE06600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 119 and 120 together.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a statutory function to plan and 
co-ordinate the provision of education and support services to children with special educational 
needs. 
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This includes the establishment of special class and special school placements in various 
geographical areas where the NCSE identifies need.

It is open to any school to make application to the NCSE to establish a class where a need 
has been identified in their area. My Department is not involved in considering applications 
from individual schools.

The NCSE have well established structures to ensure that advance planning is in place so 
that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who have been identified as 
needing special class placements.

In deciding where to establish a special class in an area, the NCSE take account of the cur-
rent and projected demand and the available school accommodation both current and planned. 
In this regard, the SENO will also approach individual schools in the area to discuss the matter 
with a view to finding the optimal location in terms of convenience and sustainability.

The NCSE team of locally based Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are avail-
able to assist and advise schools to plan for special class provision and to address issues in 
provision that may arise from time in time at local levels. 

Guidelines for Boards of Management and Principals of Primary and Post Primary schools 
contain information on setting up and organising special classes, including information on re-
sources which may be provided to schools to establish special classes are available to download 
from www.ncse.ie.

In Co. Kildare, there are currently 4 special schools and 77 special classes in mainstream 
schools, including 6 ASD Early Intervention classes, 48 primary ASD classes and 16 ASD post 
primary ASD classes.

As the Deputy’s question relates to the NCSE planning for special class provision in a par-
ticular area I have arranged for the question to be forwarded to the NCSE for their attention and 
direct reply.

10/10/2019WRE06800School Admissions

10/10/2019WRE06900121. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ex-
amine a matter regarding a child (details supplied) in south County Kildare; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [41429/19]

10/10/2019WRE07000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that in relation to schools admission, parents can choose which school to apply to and where 
the school has places available, the pupil should be admitted. However, in schools where there 
are more applicants than places available, a selection process may be necessary. This selection 
process and the enrolment policy on which it is based must be non-discriminatory and must be 
applied fairly in respect of all applicants. However, this may result in some pupils not obtaining 
a place in the school of their first choice. The Deputy will note however that the selection pro-
cess procedures and enrolment policy are the responsibility of the individual school authorities.

Under section 15 (2) (d) of the Education Act 1998, each school is legally obliged to dis-
close its enrolment policy and to ensure that as regards that policy that principles of equality 
and the right of parents to send their children to a school of the parent’s choice are respected.

Under Section 29 of the Education Act, 1998 where a board of management make a decision 
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to refuse enrolment, a parent/guardian can appeal that decision to the Secretary General of my 
Department. Where the appeal involves an Education and Training Board (ETB) school, the ap-
peal must be made to the local ETB in the first instance. Further information on the Section 29 
Appeals process is available on my Department’s website at the following link:

https://www.education.ie/en/Parents/Services/Appeal-against-Permanent-Exclusion-Sus-
pension-or-Refusal-to-Enrol/.

In addition, the Educational Welfare Service (EWS) of the Child and Family Agency (Tusla) 
is the legal body which can assist parents who are experiencing difficulty in securing a school 
placement for their child. The EWS can be contacted at 01-7718815.

My Department currently has no application under the Additional School Accommodation 
Scheme (ASA) for the Newbridge area.  I wish to advise the Deputy that the current status of 
large-scale projects, including those in County Kildare, being delivered under the school build-
ing programme may be viewed on my Department’s website, www.education.ie and this infor-
mation is updated regularly.  In addition, a list of large scale projects completed from 2010 to 
date may also be viewed on the website. 

10/10/2019WRE07100Transition Year Selection Process

10/10/2019WRE07200122. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details of 
schools in County Kildare that have a compulsory transition year; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41432/19]

10/10/2019WRE07300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The management authority of 
each school carries responsibility for making decisions regarding the provision of the Transition 
Year Programme in their school. 

In some schools, the Transition Year programme is compulsory for all students, in other 
schools Transition Year is offered as an option to students. Circumstances may arise where it is 
necessary to limit the number of students who can avail of the Transition Year programme in 
a school and it is the board of management of these schools that decide the number of places 
available on the programme. In cases where restrictions apply, schools should have clear proce-
dures regarding how places are allocated to students.  

In 2018/19, 45,915 students in 670 schools participated in Transition Year. This means over 
two thirds of all students, as a percentage of the previous third years, participated in Transition 
Year in approximately 92.8% of schools.

Of the 28 post primary schools in Kildare that registered returns to the Department of Edu-
cation and Skills, 27 offered Transition Year in the 2018/19 school year.   

The National Council for Curriculum and Assessment is currently carrying out a review of 
Senior Cycle. The Transition Year programme is being considered as part of this review. 

10/10/2019WRF0010010/10/2019WRF00200School Staff

10/10/2019WRF00300123. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a 
matter (details supplied) regarding paid leave; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41436/19]
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10/10/2019WRF00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Applications for personal 
leave to Represent Ireland at International Sporting Events are considered under Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform guidelines for such leave and my Department’s circular letter 
0032/2007. 

My Department is not in receipt of an application for such leave from the school to which 
the Deputy refers. 

10/10/2019WRF00500School Enrolments Data

10/10/2019WRF00600124. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the numbers of 
pupils enrolled in each new school in September 2019. [41440/19]

10/10/2019WRF00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The process of schools, new 
and existing, submitting their annual census is till ongoing. 

We will be in a position to publish provisional enrolment figures for the 2019 academic year 
for all primary schools in January 2020.

10/10/2019WRF00800Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

10/10/2019WRF00900125. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the anomaly will 
be addressed within the SUSI assessment for the special rate of top up grant (details supplied); 
if the rule will be removed in view of the fact if the income is below the recommended threshold 
of €24,000 it should not matter whether its source is from social welfare or not; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41441/19]

10/10/2019WRF01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The decision on eligibility for 
a student grant is a matter for SUSI to determine. 

In assessing an application for the 2019/20 academic year, SUSI will have regard to the fol-
lowing qualifying criteria for the special rate of maintenance grant:

1. The student must qualify for the standard rate of grant;

2. Total reckonable income, after income disregards and Child Dependant Increase(s) are 
excluded, must not exceed €24,000;

3. As at 31st of December 2018, the reckonable income must include one of the eligible 
long-term social welfare payments prescribed in the Student Grant Scheme.

The Report of the Action Group on Access to Third Level Education made detailed recom-
mendations concerning the introduction of special rates of maintenance grants for disadvan-
taged students.The target group of “those most in need” was defined in terms of the dependants 
of people receiving long-term welfare payments, where the necessary conditions are fulfilled. 
Hence, the income threshold for the special rate of grant is aligned with the highest rate of 
social welfare support for the Old Age (Contributory) Pension. For the 2019/20 scheme, the 
threshold was increased from €23,500 to €24,000 to reflect the Budget 2018 increases in the 
Old Age Pension. 

Whilst a student may not eligible for the special rate of maintenance grant, s/he may still 
qualify for other grant supports. 
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Apart from the Student Grant Scheme, students in third-level institutions experiencing ex-
ceptional financial need can apply for support under the Student Assistance Fund. This Fund 
assists students, in a sensitive and compassionate manner, who might otherwise be unable to 
continue their third level studies due to their financial circumstances. Details of this fund are 
available from the Access Office in the third level institution attended. This fund is administered 
on a confidential, discretionary basis. 

  Question No. 126 answered with Question No. 117.

10/10/2019WRF01200Supervision and Substitution Scheme

10/10/2019WRF01300127. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills the restrictions 
placed on schools during the economic downturn regarding the employment of substitute teach-
ers in situations in which teachers are on illness leave; the cost of reverting to a position in 
which all teacher illness leave is covered by substitute teachers; the estimated costs by pri-
mary and post-primary schools in the certified, uncertified and family illness categories; and his 
views on the difficulties for schools and students in cases in which a teacher on illness-related 
leave may not be substituted. [41461/19]

10/10/2019WRF01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I assume that the Deputy is 
referring to changes arising from the Haddington Road Agreement involving the Supervision 
and Substitution Scheme in 2013 and 2014.

Circular 33/2013 (Supervision Scheme in Primary Schools) provides that from the begin-
ning of the 2013/14 school year, the hours to be provided by teachers under the revised Super-
vision and Substitution Scheme were mandatory and were to be used to cover all uncertified 
sick leave absences (subject to appropriate alleviation measures in relation to multiple absences 
particularly in small schools) and from the commencement of the 2014/2015 school year to 
cover the first day of force majeure leave and illness in family leave.  Similar provisions in rela-
tion to Supervision and Substitution were set out in Circular 06/2014 in relation to Post Primary 
Schools.

 The provisions that apply to teachers in respect of certified and self-certified sick leave ab-
sences are set out in Chapter 1, Paragraph 5 of Circular 54/2019.  The circulars can be accessed 
on my Department website. 

The full information in relation to estimating the cost of substitution cover for absences 
covered by the supervision and substitution scheme as requested by the Deputy is not available 
in my Department. I will arrange for the information that is available to be forwarded direct to 
him.

The information in relation to teachers employed in Education and Training Boards would 
have to be obtained by the Deputy from the individual Boards. 

10/10/2019WRF01500Teacher Data

10/10/2019WRF01600128. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
teachers on his Department’s payroll at primary and post-primary level whose only qualifica-
tion allowance payment is the primary degree pass allowance. [41462/19]

10/10/2019WRF01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The information requested by 
the Deputy is being collated and I will arrange for it to be forwarded directly to him.
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10/10/2019WRF01800Technological Universities

10/10/2019WRF01900129. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department has 
advised Waterford and Carlow Institutes of Technology of the way in which the projected com-
bined deficit, debt and payroll costs of the planned technological university of the south east, 
reportedly estimated at €26 million by 2024-2025, will be addressed. [41490/19]

10/10/2019WRF02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Projected costs and their ef-
fective management by the relevant higher education institutions associated with the develop-
ment and operation of any particular TU proposals, such as those by the TUSEI consortium, are 
matters to be addressed by those institutions in the first instance. It would not be appropriate for 
the Department to comment on financial projections associated with any particular TU develop-
ment consortium.

To date Government has provided the TUSEI consortium, comprising Waterford IT and 
IT Carlow, with €1.72m in Exchequer funding to assist its TU development proposals. I will 
shortly be announcing the 2019 higher education landscape funding allocations, including fur-
ther support for all TU consortia and for TU Dublin. 

In addition, Government announced in Budget 2020 a new dedicated TU Transformation 
Fund of €90 million over the next three years. This is a state change in the Exchequer funding 
of TUs and TU development consortia and represents almost a trebling of current annual  higher 
education landscape funding for same. This is evidence of the strong and ongoing commitment 
by Government to supporting the creation of TUs.

The new fund arises from work undertaken to date by the high level working group, TURN, 
of which all TU development consortia including TUSEI are members, in examining issues of 
mutual interest and concern on a collaborative basis. The final TURN report will be formally 
presented to the Department in the coming weeks. 

TURN’s work to date should be of significant benefit to TU development consortia such 
as TUSEI in seeking to advance their proposals for TU designation under the Technological 
Universities Act 2018.

10/10/2019WRF02100Schools Building Projects

10/10/2019WRF02200130. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the agreed pro-
gramme of works following all stakeholder talks regarding the completion of a school (details 
supplied) will be published; and the timeline for completion of same. [41499/19]

10/10/2019WRF02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Deputy will be aware that 
this project has been devolved for delivery to Westmeath County Council (WCC). He will also 
be aware that senior officials from my Department and WCC met with the relevant contractor 
two weeks ago. The meeting took place under the dispute resolution mechanisms set out in the 
Public Works Contract. 

I can inform the Deputy that a further meeting in that respect took place yesterday. Signifi-
cant further progress on addressing outstanding issues, including the programme of works, was 
made at that meeting and we can expect to see this reflected in activity on site in the coming 
days. 

Given that the conciliation process is ongoing, I am not in a position to make any further 
comment other than to say that all parties to this process, that will continue with another meet-
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ing in the next fortnight, are focussed on completing the project by the end of the year.

10/10/2019WRF02400Schools Building Projects Status

10/10/2019WRF02500131. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
school building project (details supplied); the reason for the lengthy delay in progress being 
made from the present stage; when progression is expected; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [41509/19]

10/10/2019WRF02600132. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a school 
building project (details supplied) will move to pre-qualification of tender stage; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41510/19]

10/10/2019WRF02700133. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has set time-
lines for an architect’s for drawings to be delivered for a school (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41511/19]

10/10/2019WRF02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 131 to 133, inclusive, together.

The major building project to facilitate the amalgamation of the two schools referred to by 
the deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning Stage 2(b) - Detailed Design, which 
includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of tender documents. All 
statutory approvals have been secured. 

The Design Team  has confirmed that it is working on finalising the Stage 2(b) Report ensur-
ing the new school building will be a “Near Zero Energy Building” (NZEB) in compliance with 
the 2017 amendment to Part L of the current Building Regulations.

It should be noted that the Stage 2(b) Report is a suite of documents comprising of docu-
mentation and drawings from all members of the Design Team.

The Design Team Leader currently envisages that the Stage 2(b) Report will be with the 
Department for review in the coming weeks. 

Upon completion, receipt and review of the Stage 2(b) submission, the Department will be 
in contact with the school regarding the progression of the project at that time.

10/10/2019WRF03100Schools Building Projects

10/10/2019WRF03200134. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ensure 
that schools (details supplied) commence monthly progress reports on their school building 
project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41512/19]

10/10/2019WRF03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Progress reports are request-
ed by the Department from Design Team Leaders on all major school building projects on a 
monthly basis.

Officials from my the Department have been in contact with the Design Team Leader ap-
pointed to the project referred to by the deputy to re-iterate the need for progress reports to be 
submitted on a monthly basis and to stress the requirement for the report to be copied to the 
school, as client for the project.  The Department has received assurances in this regard. 
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My Department can confirm that a monthly progress report for October 2019 has recently 
been submitted to the Department and copied to the school. 

10/10/2019WRF03400Schools Site Acquisitions

10/10/2019WRF03500135. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an appropriate 
site has been identified for the proposed new building for a college (details supplied); when 
construction of the new building will commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41514/19]

10/10/2019WRF03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department has identified 
a requirement to secure a permanent site for the college to which the Deputy refers.  

The college’s patron has been working to identify a suitable site for the college.  Until a 
suitable site is secured, my Department is not in a position to indicate when construction of a 
new building will commence.

10/10/2019WRF03700Legislative Measures

10/10/2019WRF03800136. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number, date 
of publication and details of post enactment reports published by his Department since March 
2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41563/19]

10/10/2019WRF03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Standing Order No. 164A of 
Dáil Éireann 2016 provides for post-enactment reports on the functioning of an Act, within 
twelve months of its enactment.

A post-enactment report on the Technological Universities Act 2018 (No. 3 of 2018) was 
laid before the Houses on 17 April 2019.  

A post-enactment report on the Education (Admissions to Schools) Act 2018 (No. 14 of 
2018) was laid before the Houses on 28 August 2019.

10/10/2019WRF04000Legislative Measures

10/10/2019WRF04100137. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of acts 
passed since March 2011 that his Department is responsible for; the date each act was signed 
into law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41579/19]

10/10/2019WRF04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department has enacted 
eleven pieces of legislation since March 2011. The details requested by the Deputy are con-
tained in the following table.

Title of Acts passed since March 2011 Date the Act was signed into law
Qualifications and Quality Assurance (Education and 
Training) (Amendment) Act 2019

23 July 2019

Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 18 July 2018
Technological Universities Act 2018 19 March 2018
Teaching Council (Amendment) Act 2015 27 July 2015
Education (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2015 05 May 2015
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Title of Acts passed since March 2011 Date the Act was signed into law
Further Education and Training Act 2013 10 July 2013
Education and Training Boards Act 2013 08 May 2013
Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012 25 July 2012
Qualifications and Quality Assurance (Education and 
Training) Act 2012

22 July 2012

Education (Amendment) Act 2012 23 May 2012
Residential Institutions Redress (Amendment) Act 
2011

25 July 2011

Shared Services

10/10/2019WRF04203138. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if An Garda Sío-
chána has ceased sharing information with Tusla due to differences of opinion on the protocols.  
[41395/19]

10/10/2019WRF04206Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested a report 
from the Garda authorities in relation to the matter raised by the Deputy. I can assure the Deputy 
that I will write to him directly once I receive it. 

Pension Provisions

10/10/2019WRF04225139. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the pension 
of a person (details supplied) will be examined. [41426/19]

10/10/2019WRF04250Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In response to the Dep-
uty’s question, I can confirm that this query has been referred to the relevant service and they 
will revert to the individual directly.

10/10/2019WRF04300Citizenship Ceremonies

10/10/2019WRF04400140. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a person (details 
supplied) will be allocated a place at the next citizenship ceremony due to the circumstances. 
[41442/19]

10/10/2019WRF04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that the person concerned will be scheduled to attend the 
next available citizenship ceremony. There are no dates set as of yet for this ceremony.  Howev-
er, as soon as arrangements are in place details will be posted on our website at www.inis.gov.ie. 

Invitations will issue at least four weeks in advance of the ceremony to ensure everyone has 
adequate notice. 

10/10/2019WRF04600Citizenship Applications

10/10/2019WRF04700141. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of ap-
plications for citizenship lodged with the INIS in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 
2019; the number of decisions still pending for each of those years; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [41452/19]

10/10/2019WRF04800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that, as of 8 October 2019, there were some 19,172 deci-
sions pending for the years 2016 – 2019.   

A breakdown of the figures is provided in the following table.

 - 2016 2017 2018 2019
Applications Received 13,018 11,776 12,859 9,378
Applications Pending 707 2,091 7,234 9,140

I am aware that the recent judgment of the High Court relating to continuous residency un-
der Section 15(1)(c) of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act, 1956 (as amended) has given 
cause for concern.  

My Department is doing everything possible to put a solution in place on an urgent basis. 
At the end of July, I obtained Cabinet approval for a proposed Bill to address the matter and 
intensive work is taking place in my Department where officials are working with the Office 
of Parliamentary Council in the Attorney General’s Office to finalise the draft Bill.  However, 
the matter remains before the courts, with the  Court of Appeal reserving judgement earlier this 
week , and therefore sub-judice.  The outcome of the appeal will have a bearing on whether or 
not legislation is required. Should it be necessary, I intend to introduce the Bill in the Oireachtas 
as soon as possible this term.   I know that colleagues of all parties are concerned with the dif-
ficulty that has arisen and I am hopeful that the Oireachtas will give the Bill early and positive 
consideration.  

As soon as the legal issues are resolved, my officials will make all necessary arrangements 
for the next Citizenship Ceremony. Invitations will issue four weeks in advance of the ceremo-
ny to ensure everyone has adequate notice.   

In the interim, the Immigration Service of my Department is advising those who are plan-
ning to apply for citizenship to continue to collect all of the necessary proofs that support their 
application and to submit a comprehensive application form. Once a solution is in place, if 
any additional information is required, applicants will be contacted as part of the processing of 
their application.

10/10/2019WRF04802Departmental Surveys

10/10/2019WRF04803142. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 31 of 3 October 2019, the consultation process; and the location of the 
open town hall stakeholder event; the membership of the two expert working groups and liaison 
group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41465/19]

10/10/2019WRF04806Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, earlier this year my Department signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Cen-
tral Statistics Office (CSO) in relation to the National Sexual Violence Prevalence Survey. This 
large scale survey will look in detail at the experience of sexual violence and abuse in Ireland, 
with repeat large scale surveys every decade. The goal is for an ongoing programme of high 
quality research in a sensitive and ethical way, to ensure a robust set of data to inform Govern-
ment policy. 
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Funding of €150,000 was provided for 2019 to allow the CSO to carry out the preliminary 
technical research.  I am pleased to say that specific funding has also been provided in Budget 
2020 for the next phase of this work. 

The CSO has commenced preparatory work on the survey.  I am informed that to date, the 
preparatory phase has involved a wide consultation process, including an open town hall stake-
holder event and establishment of two expert working groups and a broad Liaison Group for 
the project.

The preparatory phase includes consideration of best international practice and the refine-
ment of data variables and questionnaire design as well as a full pilot survey in the field in 2020. 

A specific section on the CSO website has been developed with information on the survey. 
The Deputy may find it helpful to consult that page http://www.cso.ie/en/methods/crime/sex-
ualviolencesurvey/.

The Deputy also requested information in relation to the consultation process engaged in 
and the location of the stakeholder event.  I am informed that the CSO met in March 2019 with 
key stakeholders at the Monitoring Committee of the National Strategy on Domestic, Sexual 
and Gender-Based Violence.  A stakeholder information session was also organised in May 
2019 at the Aisling Hotel, Dublin. 

The Liaison Group has been established to facilitate meaningful consultation with the sexu-
al violence sector in Ireland. It includes nominated experts from the University of Limerick and 
National University of Ireland Galway, representatives from relevant agencies including my 
Department, the Central Statistics Office, TUSLA, the Sexual Assault Treatment Unit, National 
Women’s Council as well as representatives from Women’s Aid, One in Four, Dublin Rape 
Crisis Centre and Rape Crisis Network Ireland.  Further information on the terms of reference 
and activities of the Liaison Group is available online at the following link https://www.cso.ie/
en/aboutus/lgdp/cgt/ocg/csogroups/sexualviolencesurveysvsliaisongroup/. 

Two expert groups have been established - a research and data expert group and a policy 
expert group. The Policy Expert Group includes representatives of the Department of Justice 
and Equality, the Department of Health, the Department of Education and Skills, TUSLA, the 
Central Statistics Office, the Courts Service of Ireland, Garda National Protective Services Bu-
reau, the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions, and the Probation Service. 

The Research/Data Expert Group includes representatives of the Department of Justice and 
Equality, the Central Statistics Office, National University of Ireland, Galway, University of 
Limerick, University College Cork and the Economic and Social Research Institute. 

Garda Operations

10/10/2019WRF04825143. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the Garda 
national protective service and its roll out and operations in Wicklow Garda Division; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [41472/19]

10/10/2019WRF04850Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the management and efficient use of Garda resources is the responsibility of the Garda 
Commissioner. This includes responsibility for deployment of personnel.  As Minister, I have 
no direct role in these matters.  I understand, however, that Garda management keeps the distri-
bution of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, 
to ensure their optimum use.
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I have been informed by the Commissioner that to date, Divisional Protective Services 
Units have been established in DMR South Central, Waterford, Kerry, Kilkenny, Carlow, Lim-
erick and Galway Garda Divisions. These are in addition to the units previously established in 
DMR West, Cork City and Louth Divisions in the initial phase of this initiative. 

As the Deputy will be aware, I recently welcomed the Garda Commissioner’s adoption of 
a new Garda Operating Model which will see the number of Garda Divisions reduce from 28 
to 19. This functional model has long been recommended by independent policing specialists, 
including the Garda Síochána Inspectorate and in the Report of the Commission on the Future 
of Policing in Ireland (CoFPI).  Rollout of this model meets a key commitment in A Policing 
Service for the Future, the four year implementation plan giving effect to the recommendations 
of the Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland.

The Commissioner’s plan allows for Divisions of sufficient scale to be self-sufficient in the 
delivery of services, which will included greater availability of expertise in addressing domes-
tic and sexual violence in each area. 

I am informed by Garda management that it is expected that Divisional Protective Services 
Units should be rolled-out to the remaining Garda Divisions on a phased basis by the end of 
2019. 

This expected timetable is in accordance with the target set out in ‘A Policing Service for 
the Future’.

10/10/2019WRF04900Drugs Seizures

10/10/2019WRF05000144. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the estimated extent 
of inbound illegal drug trafficking which has been intercepted by the authorities off the Irish 
coast over the past five years; and the estimated value of the seizures made as a result of these 
operations. [41495/19]

10/10/2019WRF05100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested a report 
from the Garda authorities in relation to the information sought by the Deputy. I can assure the 
Deputy that I will write to him directly once I receive it.

10/10/2019WRF05200Immigration Status

10/10/2019WRF05300145. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination for residency and naturalisation in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) who are awaiting a decision in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41531/19]

10/10/2019WRF05400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
if an application for asylum or subsidiary protection has been made in the State, for confidenti-
ality reasons it is not the practice to comment on such applications. The applicant or their legal 
representative should contact either the International Protection Office (IPO) or the Interna-
tional Protection Appeals Tribunal (IPAT) directly, as appropriate.

The IPO may be contacted: by email to info@ipo.gov.ie; by telephone to the IPO Customer 
Service Centre at 01 6028008 or in writing to Customer Service Centre, International Protec-
tion Office, 79-83 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2. The International Protection Appeals Tribunal 
may be contacted either: by email to info@protectionappeals.ie  ; by telephone at 01-4748400 
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(or Lo-Call 1890 201 458), or in writing to Corporate Services Division, The International Pro-
tection Appeals Tribunal, 6-7 Hanover Street East, Dublin D02 W320. 

Following the commencement of the International Protection Act 2015 on 31 December 
2016, new arrangements for the investigation and determination of applications for interna-
tional protection (refugee status and subsidiary protection) and cases involving permission to 
remain in the State have been introduced. Such applications are now processed, as part of a 
single application procedure, by the International Protection Office (IPO) which has replaced 
the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner (ORAC) from that date. The staff of that 
Office (the Chief International Protection Officer and International Protection Officers) are in-
dependent in the performance of their protection functions. 

For your information, on 27 February 2017, the Chief International Protection Officer, fol-
lowing consultation with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), pub-
lished a statement on the Prioritisation of Applications under the International Protection Act 
2015, which is available to view on the website of the International Protection Office (www.
ipo.gov.ie). 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the parliamentary 
questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

10/10/2019WRF05500Leave to Remain

10/10/2019WRF05600146. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way in 
which a person (details supplied) can proceed to update their stamp 4 in view of the fact that 
they were previously informed in a letter from him was required to facilitate this; when the pro-
cess can proceed having regard to the fact that they have failed repeatedly to obtain a passport 
from their homeland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41532/19]

10/10/2019WRF05700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that the individual concerned had their permission to 
remain in the State renewed for a further one year period to 14 December 2019. This decision 
was conveyed in writing to the individual concerned by letter dated 07 January 2019. This per-
mission was granted to enable them to obtain a valid passport or alternatively submit evidence 
as to what effort they have made to secure a passport.    

There is no record of the requested documentation having been submitted to date. The in-
dividual’s position in the State will be further considered upon receipt of the requested docu-
mentation.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 
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10/10/2019WRF05800Leave to Remain

10/10/2019WRF05900147. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way in 
which a person (details supplied) can proceed to update their stamp 4 in view of the fact that 
they were previously informed that a letter from him was required to facilitate this; when the 
process can proceed having regard to the fact that they have failed repeatedly to obtain a pass-
port from their homeland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41533/19]

10/10/2019WRF06000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that the person concerned had their permission to remain 
in the State renewed for a further one year period to 14 December 2019. This permission was 
renewed to enable the person concerned to obtain a valid passport or alternatively submit evi-
dence as to what effort they have made to secure a passport. I am advised that documentation 
has been submitted as evidence of ongoing efforts of the person concerned to obtain a national 
passport.

The person concerned is required to apply for renewal of permission to remain four weeks 
in advance of the permission expiring.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

10/10/2019WRF06100Deportation Orders Re-examination

10/10/2019WRF06200148. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
to be followed in order to facilitate temporary, long-term, residency and naturalisation in the 
case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41534/19]

10/10/2019WRF06300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that the person concerned is the subject of a Deportation 
Order signed on 18 November 2009.  This Order requires the person to remove themselves from 
the State and remain outside the State.  The enforcement of the Deportation Order is a matter 
for the Garda National Immigration Bureau.   

Representations were received from the person concerned, pursuant to the provisions of 
Section 3(11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), requesting that the Deportation Order 
be revoked.  Following the detailed consideration of the information submitted in support of the 
request, the Deportation Order was affirmed and this was notified to the person concerned by 
letter dated 19 September 2018. 

I am advised that there are no outstanding applications or appeals for this applicant.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 
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10/10/2019WRF06400Immigration Status

10/10/2019WRF06500149. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a review 
will be undertaken in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [41535/19]

10/10/2019WRF06600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have been advised by 
the Immigration Service of my Department that an application, on behalf of the person referred 
to by the Deputy, for permission to reside in Ireland on the basis of family dependency, was 
received on 1st August 2019.

As the Deputy will be aware, permission to enter the State is ultimately granted by the 
Immigration officer on duty at the port of entry. Detailed information on the circumstances in 
which a non-EEA national may seek permission to reside in the State is contained in the INIS 
Policy Document on Non-EEA Family Reunification. This information is available on the Im-
migration Services website at www.inis.gov.ie.

I am advised that, following full consideration of the individual circumstances of this case, the 
application for permission to reside was subsequently refused on the 28th August, 2019.  If the 
person concerned is currently present in the State on visitor’s conditions, they are now required 
to make arrangements to leave the State before the expiry of the visitor’s permission. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility, which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

10/10/2019WRF06700Immigration Policy

10/10/2019WRF06800150. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
to be followed in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41536/19]

10/10/2019WRF06900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Immigration Service of my Department that no record of an immigration application has been 
found  for the person referred to by the Deputy.

I can advise the Deputy that comprehensive information is provided on the website of the 
Immigration Service on all immigration related matters.  The person referred to is advised to 
consult the website - www.inis.ie   - and if necessary to contact the relevant unit of the Immigra-
tion Service  at the appropriate email address provided on the website.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response is , in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

10/10/2019WRF07000Leave to Remain
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10/10/2019WRF07100151. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a person 
(details supplied) can obtain temporary or long-term permission to remain; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [41537/19]

10/10/2019WRF07200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that a request from the person concerned for permission 
to reside in the State was received on 8 August, 2019. 

The Deputy will appreciate that applications are dealt with in chronological order. The Im-
migration Service will consider all the information and documentary evidence provided by the 
applicant and will contact the person concerned, in writing, in due course. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

10/10/2019WRG00200Citizenship Applications

10/10/2019WRG00300152. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
in regard to the determination of an application for citizenship in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41538/19]

10/10/2019WRG00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the 
Immigration Service of my Department that the application for a certificate of naturalisation 
from the person referred to by the Deputy continues to be processed and will be submitted to 
me for decision as expeditiously as possible. If further documentation is required it will be re-
quested from the applicant in due course. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range 
of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing 
the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

I am aware the recent judgment of the High Court relating to continuous residency under 
Section 15(1)(c) of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act, 1956 (as amended) has given 
cause for concern. The matter remains before the courts, with the Court of Appeals reserving 
judgement earlier today (8th   Oct) , therefore it is sub-judice. The outcome of the appeal will 
have a bearing on whether or not legislation is required. Should it be necessary, I intend to in-
troduce a Bill in the Oireachtas as soon as possible this term.

My Department is doing everything possible to put a solution in place on an urgent basis. 
At the end of July, I obtained Cabinet approval for a proposed Bill to address the matter and 
intensive work is taking place in the Department where officials are working with the Office of 
Parliamentary Counsel in the Attorney General’s Office to finalise the draft Bill.
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Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

10/10/2019WRG00500Deportation Orders Re-examination

10/10/2019WRG00600153. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a review is 
possible in respect of the deportation order issued in the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [41539/19]

10/10/2019WRG00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that the person concerned is the subject of a Deportation 
Order signed on 23 July 2018.   

Representations have been received on behalf of the person concerned requesting that the 
deportation order be revoked, pursuant to the provisions of Section 3(11) of the Immigration 
Act 1999 (as amended).  

This request will be considered as soon as possible.  A decision will then be made to either 
“affirm” or “revoke” the existing deportation order.  This decision will be communicated in 
writing.  In the meantime, the deportation order remains valid and in place.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

10/10/2019WRG00800Immigration Policy

10/10/2019WRG00900154. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
to be followed in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41540/19]

10/10/2019WRG01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that all persons making an application for a certificate of 
Naturalisation are required to provide satisfactory documentary evidence of their identity and 
nationality. This is usually in the form of a current valid passport but may include other original 
supporting documents, such as a previously held or out of date passport, a birth certificate or 
register of birth and a marriage certificate. 

In rare circumstances where an applicant cannot produce their current passport or a previous 
passport, birth certificate or other supporting documents, the applicant will be required to pro-
vide a full explanation. Such explanation should, where possible, be supported by satisfactory 
evidence that they have attempted to obtain such documentation and correspondence from the 
relevant authorities or embassy responsible for the issuing of passports and birth certificates in 
their country, clearly stating the reasons the documentation cannot be provided. The Immigra-
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tion Service will consider the explanation given and, if satisfied it is for reasons genuinely be-
yond the applicants control may suggest alternative means to the person to assist in establishing 
their identity.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual Immigration cases may be made directly to the 
Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has 
been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the email service except in the cases where 
the response is , in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

10/10/2019WRG01100Immigration Status

10/10/2019WRG01200155. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the neces-
sary required documentation has been received in the relevant section of his Department in 
respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41541/19]

10/10/2019WRG01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As I have previously 
advised the Deputy in this matter, written representations have been received from the persons 
concerned by the Immigration Service of my Department in response to a notification pursuant 
to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended).  That documentation 
was received from the persons concerned on 22 February 2019 and was acknowledged by the 
relevant unit of the Immigration Service on the same date. 

The representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, will be 
fully considered, under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other 
applicable legislation, in advance of a final decision being made.  The relevant division will be 
in contact directly with the persons concerned should any further documentation be required. 

The issuance of employment permits is a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Business, 
Enterprise and Innovation.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

10/10/2019WRG01400Naturalisation Applications

10/10/2019WRG01500156. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application for naturalisation in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41542/19]

10/10/2019WRG01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the 
Immigration Service of my Department that the application for a certificate of naturalisation 
from the person referred to by the Deputy continues to be processed and will be submitted to 
me for decision as expeditiously as possible. If further documentation is required it will be re-
quested from the applicant in due course. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
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privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range 
of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing 
the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

10/10/2019WRG01700Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund

10/10/2019WRG01800157. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a list of the 
organisations and-or bodies that were in receipt of funding from the 2018 and 2019 Asylum 
Migration and Integration Fund will be provided; the amount in this funding stream; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [41546/19]

10/10/2019WRG01900Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): I 
can inform the Deputy that Ireland’s National Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (AMIF) 
Programme was approved by the European Commission on 21 March 2016.  The Funds Admin-
istration Unit in my Department has been designated as Ireland’s ‘Responsible Authority’ for 
the AMIF.  The funding available to Ireland under the AMIF will be used over the lifetime of the 
Programme to support actions that will help the national objectives set out in the Programme. 
The eligibility period for the Programme extends to 2022.

Details of the National Programme, including details of the national objectives and specific 
actions set by Ireland can be found at   - http://eufunding.justice.ie/.

The total AMIF spend managed by the Funds Administration Unit is as follows:

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-10_pq157-10-10-2019_en.docx  “>2018/2019 AMIF</a>]

10/10/2019WRG01913Legislative Measures

10/10/2019WRG01925158. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number, date 
of publication and details of post enactment reports published by his Department since March 
2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41569/19]

10/10/2019WRG01950Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The information request-
ed by the Deputy is currently being collated, and I will write to the Deputy as soon as it is avail-
able.

10/10/2019WRG02000Legislative Measures
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10/10/2019WRG02100159. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of acts 
passed since March 2011 that his Department is responsible for; the date each act was signed 
into law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41585/19]

10/10/2019WRG02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The information request-
ed by the Deputy is currently being collated, and I will write to the Deputy as soon as it is avail-
able.

10/10/2019WRG02300IDA Ireland Staff

10/10/2019WRG02400160. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
deployment of IDA Ireland staff within County Waterford and the south east region; and the 
way in which this compares to its staffing complement in 2014. [41491/19]

10/10/2019WRG02500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
IDA’s South-East Regional Office is based in the Waterford City area and consists of six staff. 
The Agency’s team there - as well their staff in Dublin and overseas - are working hard to attract 
further investment to the region. Those efforts are producing results, as demonstrated last year 
when 982 net new jobs were created in IDA client companies in the area. This represented an 
increase of almost 7% on the equivalent numbers for 2017. I am confident that we can sustain 
that record of performance and create more foreign direct investment-driven jobs and opportu-
nities in the South-East region in the time ahead. 

The table below sets out the roles of the six staff currently located in the IDA’s Waterford 
Office. I have been informed by the Agency that staffing numbers in that office are the same as 
they were in 2014. 

Table: Staff in the IDA Ireland South-East Regional Office

Regional Manager
Regional Executive
Regional Executive Assistant
Business Development Manager
Business Development Executive
Business Development Executive Assistant

 

10/10/2019WRG02600IDA Ireland Site Visits

10/10/2019WRG02700161. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of IDA site visits in quarter 1, 2 and 3 of 2019, by county in tabular form; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [41549/19]

10/10/2019WRG02800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Re-
gional development is a key priority for my Department. We understand the importance of 
achieving the best possible spread of employment and investment across the country and we 
have been working hard towards that goal. Significant progress has already been made, with 
58% of all IDA client-supported employment now located outside of Dublin. This figure rep-
resents the highest such figure in the history of the Agency. Our aim remains to increase this 
percentage further by the end of this year. 

When it comes to foreign direct investment (FDI), site visits do represent a valuable tool 
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through which investors can be encouraged to invest in regional areas. However, as I have said 
before, site visit activity does not necessarily reflect investment potential, as a significant per-
centage of all new FDI comes from existing IDA client companies. 

I want to emphasise that the IDA does its utmost to encourage its clients to locate or expand 
in regional Ireland. This is just as much a priority for the Agency as it is for my Department 
and the Government. Indeed, the IDA has targeted an increase of investment of 30% to 40% in 
every region by the end of its current strategy, a goal it is working hard to achieve. At the same 
time, we must recognise that the final decision as to where to invest always rests with the firm 
concerned. It is also the case, no matter what efforts we make to underline the undoubted ben-
efits of regional locations, that certain overseas companies will only consider investing in large 
urban areas for various commercial or operational reasons. 

The following table details the number of IDA site visits per county from 2018 until the 
second quarter of 2019. Information on site visits during the third quarter of 2019 will become 
available in the coming weeks.

 Table A: IDA Site Visits by County, 2018-Q2 2019 

County   2018   Q1 2019   Q2 2019   
Carlow 7 3 3
Cavan 2 1 3
Clare 13 5 12
Cork 61 17 23
Donegal 8 1 1
Dublin 269 56 90
Galway 54 9 17
Kerry 10 0 2
Kildare 8 3 1
Kilkenny 5 5 2
Laois 10 2 1
Leitrim 6 0 1
Limerick 35 12 22
Longford 5 0 1
Louth 20 10 9
Mayo 10 2 0
Meath 6 1 1
Monaghan 3 1 1
Offaly 5 1 1
Roscommon 3 0 1
Sligo 15 8 9
Tipperary 5 3 2
Waterford 21 8 3
Westmeath 22 6 5
Wexford 3 1 1
Wicklow 1 4 1
Total 607 159 213

 

10/10/2019WRG02900Flexible Work Practices
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10/10/2019WRG03000162. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
plans being developed regarding the rules in relation to the right to disconnect from work and to 
encompass a more flexible working approach and work life balance; and when the study arising 
from the Remote Working Consultation Forum will be completed and published. [41550/19]

10/10/2019WRG03100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department and I understand the growing importance of promoting a good work-life balance 
for employees as new ways of working emerge. This is addressed under Pillar 4 of our Future 
Jobs Ireland strategy. Pillar 4 is focused on increasing participation in the labour force as this 
will lead to the more equitable, balanced and sustainable development of Ireland’s economy.

Ambition 4.2 under Pillar 4 of this strategy is to foster participation through flexible working 
solutions. This includes several deliverables aimed at promoting flexible working, including the 
production of guidelines for employers on flexible and family-friendly working options.  Flex-
ible working encompasses a wide range of practices including part-time, compressed hours, 
job sharing, home-working and remote working. Such solutions allow for tangible benefits for 
employees including improving their work life balance. It also provides solutions for those who 
would otherwise take unpaid parental leave but cannot afford to do so.  

A key deliverable under this ambition is the completion of research on remote working. My 
Department is currently leading on this research which will focus on understanding the preva-
lence and types of remote working arrangements within the Irish workforce and the attitudes to-
wards such arrangements. The research will identify the influencing factors for both employers 
and employees partaking in remote working. The final report will also include an international 
policy review which will consider related policies abroad, such as the right to disconnect in 
France. This will help to inform future policy on remote work. 

To guide this work, an Interdepartmental Steering Group has been formed with representa-
tives across Government departments.  The study will include desk research, identification of 
key data sources and one-on-one consultation with key stakeholders. The results of the Remote 
Working Consultation Forum, which I hosted in Cavan Digital Hub in July, will further inform 
this research.

The final report will be completed in Q4 of this year.

10/10/2019WRG03200Legislative Measures

10/10/2019WRG03300163. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number, date of publication and details of post enactment reports published by her Department 
since March 2011, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41558/19]

10/10/2019WRG03400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): De-
tails of the post enactment reports published by my Department during the period in question 
are set out in the following table.

Name of Act  Date of Publication of Post Enactment Report
Companies (Accounting) Act 2017 (No. 9 of 2017)  19 March 2018
Competition (Amendment) Act 2017 (No. 12 of 
2017) 

 28 August 2018

Companies (Amendment) Act 2017 (No. 13 of 2017)  19 March 2018
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10/10/2019WRG03500Legislative Measures

10/10/2019WRG03600164. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of acts passed since March 2011 that her Department is responsible for; the date each 
act was signed into law; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41574/19]

10/10/2019WRG03700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): A list 
of all legislation since March 2011 that my Department is responsible for is available on my 
Department’s website at the following address: https://dbei.gov.ie/en/Legislation/.

10/10/2019WRG03800Labour Employer Economic Forum

10/10/2019WRG03900165. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
proposals being considered to strengthen social dialogue. [41589/19]

10/10/2019WRG04000Minister of State at the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy 
Pat Breen): The nature and intensity of social dialogue in Ireland has changed considerably 
over the past four decades and particularly since the demise of the model of tripartite Social 
Partnership at the end of 2009.   During the deep economic recession over subsequent years, 
social dialogue where it occurred, tended to be on a bilateral rather than on a tripartite basis. 

As Ireland emerged from recession the Government in 2016 established the Labour Em-
ployer Economic Forum (LEEF) to bring together representatives of employers, trade unions 
and Government to discuss economic, employment and labour market issues. The Forum, which 
is chaired by the Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform, Minister Paschal 
Donohoe, meets approximately 4 times a year.  The first meeting each year is chaired by the 
Taoiseach.  The Forum provides a consultative informal structure for an exchange of views and 
dialogue on economic and social policies insofar as they affect employment and the workplace. 

Furthermore, as part of the Government’s Budgetary process for the last 4 years, under the 
auspices of the Departments of Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform, a National Eco-
nomic Dialogue (NED) has taken place.  This year’s event was held in Dublin Castle on 26-27th 
June.

The Government will continue to work through LEEF and NED to strengthen the resilience 
of the economy and maximise opportunities to prepare our economy for the challenges ahead.

10/10/2019WRG04100Hospital Services

10/10/2019WRG04200166. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision 
of a cardio cath lab at Sligo University Hospital; the progress of the report into the issue sanc-
tioned by him in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41385/19]

10/10/2019WRG04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Review of Specialist Cardiac 
Services commenced in January 2018 under the Chairmanship of Professor Phillip Nolan and a 
Steering Group was formed from nominations from interested stakeholders representing medi-
cal, professional/technical staff, nursing and patient representatives. The aim of the Review is 
to achieve optimal patient outcomes at population level with particular emphasis on the safety, 
quality and sustainability of the services that patients receive by establishing the need for an op-
timal configuration of a national adult cardiac service. 13 Steering Group meetings have taken 
place with a further two meetings scheduled to take place this year. A large volume of its work 
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has been completed.  

To date the National Review has completed a public consultation survey, collated and ana-
lysed information on activity levels in each of the Hospital Groups and all hospitals within 
each Group. A successful and well attended stakeholder consultation was held in November 
2018. The Health Research Board - Collaboration in Ireland for Clinical Effectiveness Reviews 
(HRB-CICER) has completed an Evidence Review of Specialist Cardiac Services looking at 
(i) international standards for PCI centres (ii) international models that might be applicable to 
the Irish Healthcare system and (iii) the relationship between volume and patient outcomes 
for PCI. The Evidence Review has provided important guidance for the Steering Group thus 
far and arising from discussions at the Steering Group they have been asked to complete one 
additional evidence review question.  Site visits to Percutaneous Coronary Intervention (PCI) 
centres commenced earlier this year and will be complete this month. These site visits have in-
cluded meetings with stakeholders in clinical, administrative, nursing and allied health profes-
sional roles. In addition two international site visits are being planned to review and benchmark 
against established cardiology networks. 

An additional workstream is being undertaken by the Health Intelligence Unit of the HSE 
with regards to Geospatial analysis and mapping of networks of cardiac services from a national 
perspective. 

The Chair is targeting that the National Review of Specialist Cardiac Services will be com-
pleted before the end of the year and I would expect to be informed of any change to that time-
line.  

10/10/2019WRG04400Ambulance Service

10/10/2019WRG04500167. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health the plans in place for the 
provision of the development of a new ambulance base in County Sligo; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41387/19]

10/10/2019WRG04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive recently pub-
lished its Capital Plan for 2019-2021 outlining projects to be progressed over the three-year 
period, including a new ambulance base in Sligo.

The HSE is responsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects and has 
advised that this project is currently at the site selection/option appraisal stage, as a previously 
identified option has not materialised.  It is intended to select and purchase a site and proceed 
with the appointment of a design team within the next 12 months.  

It is important to recognise that all capital development proposals must progress through a 
number of approval stages, in line with the Public Spending Code, including detailed appraisal, 
planning, design and procurement, before a firm timeline or funding requirement can be estab-
lished.

The delivery of capital projects is a dynamic process and is subject to the successful comple-
tion of the various approval stages, which can impact on the timeline for delivery.  

10/10/2019WRG04700Cancer Screening Programmes

10/10/2019WRG04800168. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health if the result of the review of the 
slides of 221 women affected by the CervicalCheck issue will change his plans to continue with 
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a policy of contracting out CervicalCheck screening programmes to private companies; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [41388/19]

10/10/2019WRG04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The 221 Patient Group Laboratory Audit 
Results Profile report provides information as to which laboratories carried out cervical screen-
ing tests for the women in the 221 patient group.  The HSE has advised that the information 
in the report represents a very small subset of overall data for CervicalCheck, which has com-
pleted in excess of 3 million screening tests since 2008. As such, while this data is accurate as 
to which laboratories were used for women within the 221 group, I am informed that it would 
not be statistically sound to use it as a means of assessing the performance of any laboratory. 
The performance of laboratories used by CervicalCheck has been analysed and compared by Dr 
Scally, who has provided the necessary assurances in that regard.

Notwithstanding the above, the HSE made a strategic decision in 2018 to develop a national 
cervical screening laboratory, in conjunction with the Coombe Woman and Infants University 
Hospital. This included an initial capital allocation of €5 million to progress the development of 
the laboratory.  The HSE has advised that a joint project team and steering group has been put in 
place to oversee all aspects of this project. The HSE advises that this enhanced facility will take 
some time to develop but will provide a better balance between public and private provision of 
laboratory services to the cervical screening programme.

10/10/2019WRG05000Voluntary Hospital Sector

10/10/2019WRG05100169. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 409 of 1 October 2019, if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the new 
public sector pay agreement has escalated the funding issue experienced by the North West 
Hospice (details supplied); the way in which the hospice can continue to deliver the level of 
service it does under the current financial situation; when the issue will be resolved; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [41390/19]

10/10/2019WRG05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As previously outlined to the House, the 
current service level agreement process provides a forum for hospices to discuss any issues or 
difficulties with the Chief Officer of the relevant Community Healthcare Organisation. 

Within this context, I have asked the HSE to reply directly to the Deputy in relation to the 
further issues raised regarding the North West Hospice.

10/10/2019WRG05300Voluntary Hospital Sector

10/10/2019WRG05400170. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 409 of 1 October 2019, if the HSE has established a working group to examine 
the constitution of a core specialist palliative care service including both pay and non-pay costs 
with a view to achieving full statutory funding of core services (details supplied); if his atten-
tion has been further drawn to the fact that the core funding report is completed and was sent to 
HSE in early 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41391/19]

10/10/2019WRG05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is in relation to a working group 
established by the Health Service Executive, I have asked the Health Service Executive to re-
spond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.
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10/10/2019WRG05600Services for People with Disabilities

10/10/2019WRG05700171. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the amount spent on out of country 
placements (details supplied) for deaf persons in each of the years 2014 to 2018 and to date in 
2019, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41394/19]

10/10/2019WRG05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy is to furnish further details that relate to service matters, I have arranged for 
the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) who will contact the Deputy 
for the particular details and reply directly to the Deputy on receipt of these details.

10/10/2019WRG05900General Practitioner Services

10/10/2019WRG06000172. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health the measures he plans to imple-
ment to address the issues affecting the retention and recruitment of general practitioners par-
ticularly in rural areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41399/19]

10/10/2019WRG06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is aware of workforce is-
sues facing general practice, including those affecting rural areas, and has implemented a range 
of measures in recent years to improve recruitment and retention in general practice.

These include changes to the entry provisions to the GMS scheme to accommodate more 
flexible/shared GMS GP contracts, and to the retirement provisions for GPs under the GMS 
scheme, allowing GPs to hold GMS contracts until their 72nd birthday. Enhanced supports for 
rural GP practices have also been introduced.

There has also been a significant expansion in the number of places on GP training pro-
grammes in recent years; up from 120 places in 2009 to 192 filled in 2019.

An agreement with the Irish Medical Organisation on contractual reform was concluded 
this year. In return for cooperation with a wide range of service developments and reforms, the 
Government will increase investment in general practice by approximately 40% (or €210 mil-
lion) by 2023.

This will see significant increases in capitation fees for GPs who participate in the reform 
programme and the introduction of new fees and subsidies for additional services such as the 
chronic disease management programme. There will be a 10% increase in the rural GP allow-
ance from 2020, an increase in the allowance paid to dispensing GPs, and a targeted fund of 
€2 million will be set aside to provide additional support to practices in deprived urban areas. 
Improvements in the maternity and paternity leave arrangements have also been agreed, in 
recognition of the need to ensure that general practice is compatible with doctors’ family com-
mitments.

I am confident that these measures will make general practice more sustainable and a more 
attractive career option for doctors.
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10/10/2019WRG06200Psychological Assessments

10/10/2019WRG06300173. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the length of time persons 
are waiting for an assessment with the NDT in County Kildare; the reason for delay in assess-
ments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41430/19]

10/10/2019WRG06400175. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the number of child psy-
chologists carrying out assessments in the NDT in County Kildare. [41433/19]

10/10/2019WRG06500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 173 and 175 together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

10/10/2019WRG06600Respite Care Services Funding

10/10/2019WRG06700174. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding al-
located to County Kildare for respite for children that require same; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41431/19]

10/10/2019WRG06800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 175 answered with Question No. 173.

10/10/2019WRG07000Mental Health Services Provision

10/10/2019WRG07100176. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the extreme difficulties persons are experiencing accessing urgent mental healthcare 
services in the Ballyfermot, Dublin 10 area in particular psychotherapy; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41448/19]

10/10/2019WRG07200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
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matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to response directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

10/10/2019WRG07300Audiology Services Data

10/10/2019WRG07400177. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health the length of the waiting list for 
audiology services for children under 18 years of age in counties Laois and Offaly by county. 
[41449/19]

10/10/2019WRG07500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

10/10/2019WRH00200Services for People with Disabilities

10/10/2019WRH00300178. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 361 of 17 September 2019, when he will give management approval to hire a speech 
and language therapist for a school (details supplied); if his attention has been drawn to the fact 
that there are 56 students waiting on speech and language and behavioural therapy; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [41450/19]

10/10/2019WRH00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

10/10/2019WRH00500Health Services Staff Data

10/10/2019WRH00600179. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of occupational 
speech and language, physio therapists and child psychologists employed by the HSE in 2017, 
2018 and to date in 2019 by CHO in tabular form; the vacancies that exist by CHO; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [41454/19]

10/10/2019WRH00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

10/10/2019WRH00800HSE Staff

10/10/2019WRH00900180. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a HSE employment transfer will 
be carried out as a matter of urgency for a person (details supplied). [41458/19]

10/10/2019WRH01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.
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10/10/2019WRH01100Hospital Appointments Status

10/10/2019WRH01200181. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive an appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41459/19]

10/10/2019WRH01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

10/10/2019WRH01400Hospital Appointments Status

10/10/2019WRH01500182. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment. [41463/19]

10/10/2019WRH01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

10/10/2019WRH01700Rehabilitative Training Allowance Payments

10/10/2019WRH01800183. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) never received the rehabilitative training bonus; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [41464/19]

10/10/2019WRH01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

10/10/2019WRH02000Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

10/10/2019WRH02100184. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details 
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supplied) in relation to the FreeStyle Libre device; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [41466/19]

10/10/2019WRH02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

10/10/2019WRH02300Hospital Staff Data

10/10/2019WRH02400185. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Health the number of hospital intern posts 
and the prioritisation of CAO undergraduates (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41476/19]

10/10/2019WRH02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

10/10/2019WRH02600HSE Staff Recruitment

10/10/2019WRH02700186. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the number of positions in the 
CHO2 health service in the western region in which applicants have received offers of a post but 
were subsequently informed by the HSE that the position is on hold due to budgetary restraints 
and continues to require the approval from the national director; the quarter in each case during 
which the offer of a position was initially made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41477/19]

10/10/2019WRH02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

10/10/2019WRH02900Medical Card Eligibility

10/10/2019WRH03000187. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase the 
eligibility limit for those over 70 years of age applying for a medical card from a reduction that 
was implemented in 2014 and has not being raised to date to €500 for a single person over 70 
years of age and €900 for a couple; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41478/19]

10/10/2019WRH03100188. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase the 
eligibility limit for those over 80 years of age applying for a medical card from a reduction that 
was implemented in 2014 and has not being raised to date to €500 for a single person over 80 
years of age and €900 for a couple; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41479/19]

10/10/2019WRH03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 187 and 
188 together.

As announced in Budget 2020, medical card gross income limits for those over 70 will be 
increased to €550 per week for a single person aged over 70 (currently €500 per week) and to 
€1050 for a couple aged over 70 (currently €900 per week).  

These increases to the gross medical card income limits for persons aged 70 or older will 
apply from July 2020. 
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10/10/2019WRH03400Medical Card Eligibility

10/10/2019WRH03500189. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 319 of 22 January 2019, the conclusions by the HSE into the effect on whether the 
yearly increase of social welfare payments has adversely affected those over 70 and 80 years of 
age and their ability to qualify for a medical card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41480/19]

10/10/2019WRH03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): It would always be the Government’s inten-
tion that people’s ability to qualify for a medical card would not be adversely affected by any 
increases in social welfare payments. The HSE continuously monitors the medical card scheme 
and would advise the Department if it considers that changes in the rates of social welfare pay-
ments may affect people’s ability to qualify for a medical card. 

It should also be noted that the gross medical card income limits for persons aged 70 or 
older are reviewed and considered annually in the context of the Budget and the Consumer 
Price Index.

In that regard, I am very pleased that Budget 2020 will provide for an increase in the gross 
income limits for medical cards for the over 70’s.  The revised income limits are €550 per week 
for a single person over 70 (currently €500) and €1050 per week for a married couple over 70 
(currently €900). These increases to the gross medical card income limits for persons aged 70 
or older will apply from July 2020. 

10/10/2019WRH03700Medicinal Products Availability

10/10/2019WRH03800190. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) will 
be advised in relation to the provision of medication. [41487/19]

10/10/2019WRH03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The supply of Osteofos D3 1200mg/800IU 
Powder for Oral Suspension resumed on the 8th October 2019. The product is now available 
to pharmacies to order from wholesalers. The product was out of stock from August due to 
delays at the manufacturing site. Authorised alternatives in the same therapeutic class were 
available during the period of the shortage.  Unfortunately, medicine shortages are a feature 
of modern health systems, but Ireland has a multi-stakeholder system in place to prevent and 
manage shortages when they occur. The Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) has 
worked with stakeholders, including the HSE, to develop an effective approach to the manage-
ment of medicine shortages in Ireland. In 2018 the HPRA launched the “Medicine Shortages 
Framework”, which is built in a pragmatic and collaborative approach involving the wide range 
of stakeholders within the medicine supply chain. The HPRA coordinates all stakeholders to 
share information in order to prevent or mitigate the impact of medicine shortages when they 
occur.  Information detailing current, resolved shortages and how to report a shortage directly 
to the HPRA  can be found on the HPRA website: http://www.hpra.ie/homepage/medicines/
medicines-information/medicines-shortages.

10/10/2019WRH04000Services for People with Disabilities

10/10/2019WRH04100191. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if consideration will be given 
to the request by a local authority for the provision of health services (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [41496/19]
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10/10/2019WRH04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is committed to providing 
services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live independent 
lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance their 
ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives. This commitment 
is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guided by two principles: 
equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with disabilities.  

 As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

10/10/2019WRH04300Departmental Budgets

10/10/2019WRH04400192. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which he re-
mains satisfied that the proposed health budget for 2020 is fully capable of meeting his require-
ments throughout the year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41517/19]

10/10/2019WRH04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Budget 2020 sets out a budget of over €18.3 
billion for health and social care services, the highest budget ever allocated. The Health budget 
increased by €1.2 billion on 2019, a substantial additional level of funding. The amount allo-
cated follows an extensive process of engagement between my Department and the Department 
of Expenditure and Reform, which considered both the funding requirements and the fiscal 
position. These types of engagements are a normal part of the Budgetary process and happen 
with Departments across Government. All Departments put forward spending proposals but are 
required to operate within the amounts proposed by Government and determined by the Dáil.  

The issue of health funding is a major policy challenge for both the Irish and international 
Governments.  Despite welcome increases annually, the need for effective financial manage-
ment remains crucial as the health service deals with a larger and older population, with more 
acute health and social care requirements, increased demand for new and existing drugs and the 
rising costs of health technology.  The costs associated with these service pressures will increas-
ingly need to be managed not solely through annual increased Exchequer allocations but also 
through improved efficiencies, productivity and value from within the funding base. 

Funding is provided to the HSE for Health services in accordance with the letter of determi-
nation which sets out the approved level of overall HSE expenditure  for the year in question.  
The determination for 2020 will issue shortly.   It is the responsibility of the HSE to manage the 
entire budget and prepare and  implement the National Service Plan which must under legisla-
tion,  set out the type and volume of health and personal social services, to be provided during 
the year in question within the funding allocated.  Both the additional funding allocated and 
additional value to be derived from improved efficiencies and productivity will be considered 
by the HSE in setting out its National Service Plan 2020. 

10/10/2019WRH04600Hospital Waiting Lists

10/10/2019WRH04700193. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the degree to which he ex-
pects hospital waiting lists to improve in the course of the next 12 months; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [41518/19]

10/10/2019WRH04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting times for hospital ap-
pointments and procedures is a key commitment of government. 
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Waiting list figures for the end of September, due to be published by the National Treatment 
Purchase Fund (NTPF) later this week, show that there are almost 68,000 people on the Inpa-
tient Daycase (IPDC) Waiting List. This is a reduction of 7% (4,733) compared to September 
2018. Of those patients, the numbers waiting over 3 months have decreased by 13% (5,718), 
and the numbers waiting over 12 months have decreased by 19% (2,474).

While there has been considerable progress in the reduction of waiting times for Inpatient 
and Daycase treatments, I am conscious that the Outpatient Waiting List remains a significant 
challenge as demand for acute hospital services continues to grow. Waiting list figures for the 
end of September show that there are 568,769 patients on the outpatient waiting list. Of these, 
59% (337,171) are waiting 9 months or less for an outpatient appointment and 69% (390,262) 
are waiting 12 months or less. Over the remainder of this year, the NTPF National Central Vali-
dation Unit will increase their activity which will see the validation of a further 100,000 patient 
files and with a particular focus on OPD waiting lists. 

More broadly, Budget 2020 announced that the Government has further increased invest-
ment in tackling waiting lists, with funding to the National Treatment Purchase fund (NTPF) 
increasing from €75 million in 2019 to €100 million in 2020. The year-on-year increases to 
the National Treatment Purchase Fund since Budget 2017 reflect this Government’s priority to 
improve waiting times for patients to access hospital treatment. 

In addition, my Department has established a Working Group comprised of representatives 
from the HSE, NTPF, and Departmental officials, to examine ways of improving access for 
patients waiting for scheduled care. Part of this work includes developing initiatives which will 
move care to the most appropriate setting, and at the lowest level of complexity. 

My Department is working with the HSE and NTPF to develop the Scheduled Care Access 
Plan 2020. In this regard, the HSE National Service Plan 2020 will set out a planned activity 
level for the year ahead, while the NTPF will work with the hospital system to provide addi-
tionality to reduce inpatient/day case waiting lists, with a particular focus on improving access 
to hospital outpatient services. In 2020, the Department will also be asking the HSE and NTPF 
to work together with the Sláintecare Implementation Office with the aim of driving sustainable 
improvements to service provision.

In this regard, I encourage all hospital groups and individual hospitals to engage with the 
NTPF to identify waiting list proposals for the remainder of this year and for 2020.

10/10/2019WRH04900Medical Card Data

10/10/2019WRH05000194. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which the 
number of medical card numbers has fluctuated over the past five years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41519/19]

10/10/2019WRH05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Primary Care Reimbursement Service 
(PCRS) within the HSE operates the General Medical Services scheme which includes medical 
cards and GP visit cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. 

 The following table indicates the number of medical cards as at 1st January for the past five 
years:

 Date  Number of Medical Cards
 1st January 2019 1,565,049 
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 Date  Number of Medical Cards
 1st January 2018  1,609,820
 1st January 2017  1,669,721
 1st January 2016  1,734,853
 1st January 2015  1,734,853

The figures provided also include discretionary medical card figures.

It should also be noted that the PCRS publish a number of reports in relation to medical card 
and GP visit card eligibility on a monthly basis. These reports can be accessed online at www.
hse.ie. 

10/10/2019WRH05200Paediatric Services

10/10/2019WRH05300195. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which scolio-
sis patients can expect to receive treatment in the next 12 months; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41520/19]

10/10/2019WRH05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Children’s Health Ireland (CHI) is working 
to develop sustainable solutions to reduce waiting times for children attending its orthopaedic 
and scoliosis services. The additional investment from the HSE in recent years and the impact 
of investment and the implementation of the Scoliosis 10 Point Action Plan for 2018/2019 is 
starting to deliver results. Across Children’s Health Ireland (CHI) a total of 418 surgical proce-
dures were performed in 2018, compared with 371 in 2017 and 224 in 2016.

In terms of driving sustainable improvements to accessing services, CHI advises that new 
processes have been implemented whereby all patients on the orthopaedic waiting list are clini-
cally triaged by an Orthopaedic Consultant as to their clinical acuity, and any surgeries if re-
quired are carried out in order of clinical priority and waiting time.

Since May 2018 CHI Crumlin have had an initiative in place to address long waiters on the 
OPD waiting lists. This has seen a reduction in the average waiting time for an OPD appoint-
ment from 248 patients waiting over 21 months in July 2018 to 45 patients waiting over 21 
months in July 2019.

In terms of activity to reduce waiting times to access services, CHI at Crumlin will be 
running additional spinal clinics to ensure that by year end no child is waiting longer than 12 
months.

In addition CHI at Temple Street forecast that no child will be waiting over 12 months for a 
spinal OPD appointment by year end, and are working to ensure that there are ongoing develop-
ments to maintain this target into 2020. 

CHI advises that the appointment of  two orthopaedic consultant surgeon posts is currently 
in progress and will have a positive impact on waiting times for patients for an OPD appoint-
ments for general orthopaedics, including scoliosis. These consultants will form part of Chil-
dren’s Health Ireland’s consultant team and will join a cross-city team of paediatric consultants 
who will deliver services at Crumlin and Temple Street as well as evolving the role of the Pae-
diatric Outpatients and Urgent Care Centre at Connolly which is part of the overall vision for a 
cross city Orthopaedic Service in CHI.

In addition, two Consultant Anaesthesiologists (2WTE) have been appointed in CHI at 
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Crumlin which has increased theatre capacity for orthopaedics. 

CHI is also working to recruit a consultant Neurophysiologist, which will allow CHI at 
Crumlin to develop a dedicated in-house spinal monitoring service

The 2018 investment in paediatric orthopaedics included funding to support the transition 
of adolescents with scoliosis from CHI at Crumlin and Temple Street to the Mater Misericor-
diae University Hospital (MMUH).  There are now agreed clinical pathways in place for the 
transition of adolescents (aged 16 years and over) waiting for a first time OPD/spinal review 
appointment.

10/10/2019WRH05500Hospital Waiting Lists

10/10/2019WRH05600196. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which wait-
ing lists for orthopaedic treatment has improved in the past five years and likely to continue to 
improve in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41521/19]

10/10/2019WRH05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting times for hospital ap-
pointments and procedures is a key commitment of government. 

The waiting list data for Orthopaedics for the period 2015 to date is attached for the informa-
tion of the Deputy and shows a stabilisation in the number of patients waiting for an inpatient 
or daycase procedure. This is despite the increasing demands on our hospital system in recent 
years. It is also clear from the data that the Outpatient waiting list continues to be a significant 
challenge with the numbers waiting for an orthopaedic appointment growing year-on-year. 

A key element of the Government policy to improve waiting times for hospital appoint-
ments and procedures has been the utilisation of the National Treatment Purchase Fund to col-
laborate with the HSE and the hospital system to provide the additionality needed to narrow the 
gap between demand and capacity. 

In recent years, the National Treatment Purchase Fund has placed a particular focus on 
funding treatment for particular high-level procedures and specialties and includes hip/knees 
procedures. Since 2017, the number of patients waiting over 6 months for a hip/knee replace-
ment has reduced by over 60%. 

Furthermore, Budget 2020 announced that the Government has further increased invest-
ment in tackling waiting lists, with funding to the National Treatment Purchase fund (NTPF) 
increasing from €75 million in 2019 to €100 million in 2020. 

My Department is working with the HSE and National Treatment Purchase Fund to develop 
the Scheduled Care Access Plan 2020. In this regard, the HSE National Service Plan 2020 will 
set out a planned activity level for the year ahead, while the NTPF will work with the hospital 
system to provide additionality to improve access to inpatient/daycase treatment and with a 
particular focus on hospital outpatient services. 

In this regard, I would encourage all hospital groups and individual hospitals to engage with 
the NTPF to identify waiting list proposals, including for orthopaedic services, for the remain-
der of this year and for 2020. 

Orthopaedics IPDC Waiting List September 2015 - September 2019
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Sep-15 3929 2456 1462 883 598 309 284 9921
Sep-16 3951 2753 1706 1221 697 370 485 11183
Sep-17 4364 2771 1816 1165 746 484 698 12044
Sep-18 3885 2724 1378 968 565 430 698 10648
Sep-19 4074 2383 1198 758 436 315 638 9802

Orthopaedics Outpatient Waiting List September 2015 - September 2019
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Grand Total

Sep-15 14636 10916 7820 6458 4933 2960 1777 49500
Sep-16 16390 11871 8561 6558 4435 3193 3251 54259
Sep-17 15806 11869 8470 7074 5949 4423 8334 61925
Sep-18 16651 11543 7868 6542 5206 4350 11439 63599
Sep-19 16206 12341 8555 6964 5763 4208 12558 66595

10/10/2019WRH05800Dental Services Provision

10/10/2019WRH05900197. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which full 
medical examinations and dental follow-up treatment is effective to the extent necessary for 
early intervention and treatment of dental matters; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [41522/19]

10/10/2019WRH06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy

10/10/2019WRH06100Primary Care Centres

10/10/2019WRH06200198. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which primary 
care centres are relieving the pressure on accident and emergency services nationally; if some 
are preforming to a greater or lesser extent to other; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [41523/19]

10/10/2019WRH06300199. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which modern 
health centres are available or are proposed to become available in all population centres na-
tionally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41524/19]

10/10/2019WRH06400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 198 and 
199 together.

As the HSE has responsibility for the provision, along with the maintenance and operation 
of Primary Care Centres and other Primary Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to 
reply directly to the Deputy.

10/10/2019WRH06600Primary Care Centres Provision

10/10/2019WRH06700200. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which modern 
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health centres and primary care centres are available throughout County Kildare; the proposed 
improvement and extension of such centres in the near future; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41525/19]

10/10/2019WRH06800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

10/10/2019WRH06900Speech and Language Therapy Staff

10/10/2019WRH07000201. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the degree to which it is 
planned to provide maternity cover for speech and language therapists; if his attention has been 
drawn to fact that the lack of services while therapists are on maternity leave is a major setback 
for children; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41526/19]

10/10/2019WRH07100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

10/10/2019WRH07200Vaccination Programme

10/10/2019WRH07300202. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if, in the course of the next 
HPV campaign, the most modern and effective vaccines will be used; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41527/19]

10/10/2019WRH07400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The immunisation programme in Ireland 
is based on the advice of the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC). The com-
mittee’s recommendations are based on the prevalence of the relevant disease in Ireland and 
international best practice in relation to immunisation.  It makes recommendations on vaccina-
tion policy to my Department. The NIAC continues to revise recommendations to allow for the 
introduction of new vaccines in Ireland and to keep abreast of changes in the patterns of disease.  
Therefore, the immunisation schedule will continue to be amended over time.

There are only three licensed HPV vaccines available in Ireland. HPV2 protects against 
strains 2 of HPV that cause 70% of cervical cancers, HPV4 protects against 4 strains of HPV so 
it protects against 70% of cervical cancers and 90% of genital warts, and HPV9 which protects 
against 9 strains of HPV and so can provide protection against 90% of cervical cancers, other 
genital cancers and 90% of genital warts.

The gender-neutral HPV vaccination programme for boys and girls in their first year of sec-
ondary school, which commenced in September, uses the HPV9 vaccine.

My Department will continue to be guided by the NIAC’s recommendations on any emerg-
ing evidence on this issue in the future.

10/10/2019WRJ0010010/10/2019WRJ00200Schools Health and Safety

10/10/2019WRJ00300203. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the degree to which school 
medical examinations continue to take place throughout County Kildare; the extent to which 
treatment requirements are identified and follow-up arranged; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41528/19]
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10/10/2019WRJ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

10/10/2019WRJ00500Health Services Provision

10/10/2019WRJ00600204. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in the 
case of a person (details supplied); if a precise prognoses and treatment has been determined; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41529/19]

10/10/2019WRJ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

10/10/2019WRJ00800Hospital Procedures

10/10/2019WRJ00900205. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if a person (details sup-
plied) can be refunded in respect of a cathartic procedure which they underwent at a private 
hospital or in any way be supplemented by the HSE in view of the fact that they are a medical 
card holder; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41530/19]

10/10/2019WRJ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): All persons ordinarily resident in the State 
are eligible to avail of public healthcare on the basis of either their full (medical card), or lim-
ited eligibility, status.  However, there are no arrangements for reimbursement of procedures 
received in a private institution in the State.

For procedures carried out in an institution, private or public, in another EU\EEA Member 
State a patient may apply for reimbursement under the terms of the Cross-Border Directive.   
Under the Cross-Border Directive a person who has received treatment in either a public or 
private institution of another EU\EEA Member State, may seek reimbursement of the lesser of 
either the cost of such treatment in the Member State where it is received, or the cost that would 
have applied for the treatment in the public health system of their Member State of Affiliation.  

The HSE through the National Contact Point (NCP) provides information for patients on the 
operation of the CBD on its website and by phone on 056 7784546

10/10/2019WRJ01100HSE Staff Data

10/10/2019WRJ01200206. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of child psycholo-
gists employed by the HSE by county; if such positions are full-time; the number of vacant 
positions for child psychologists in each county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41547/19]

10/10/2019WRJ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

10/10/2019WRJ01400Legislative Measures

10/10/2019WRJ01500207. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health the number, date of publication 
and details of post enactment reports published by his Department since March 2011, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41567/19]
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10/10/2019WRJ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The information requested by the Deputy is 
as follows:

 Title  Date
 Public Health (Sunbeds) Act 2014  2015
 Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2017  2018
 Medical Practitioners (Amendment) Act 2017  2018

In addition, my Department has responsibility for Part 4 of the Civil Liability (Amendment) 
Act 2017 and inputted in relation to Part 4 in the post-enactment report on the Act laid by the 
Department of Justice and Equality in 2018.

Finally, I wish to advise the Deputy that I have asked my officials to monitor compliance 
with Dáil Standing Order 164A.

10/10/2019WRJ01700Legislative Measures

10/10/2019WRJ01800208. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health the number of acts passed since 
March 2011 that his Department is responsible for; the date each act was signed into law; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [41583/19]

10/10/2019WRJ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): All information in relation to Acts passed 
can be found on the Oireachtas website. 

The information requested by the Deputy is also provided in the following table.

No. Date of Enactment Title  
1 8 July 2011 Medical Practitioners (Amendment) Act 2011
2 25 July 2011 Public Health (Tobacco) (Amendment) Act 2011
3 16 December 2011 Health Insurance (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act   2011
4 21 December 2011 Nurses and Midwives Act 2011
5 28 February 2012 Health (Provision of General Practitioner Services) Act 2012
6 27 March 2012 Clotting Factor Concentrates and Other Biological Products Act 2012 
7 2 April 2012 Criminal Justice (Female Genital Mutilation) Act 2012
8 26 December 2012 Health Insurance (Amendment) Act 2012     
9 26 December 2012 Health and Social Care Professionals (Amendment) Act 2012
10 28 March 2013 Health (Alteration of Criteria for Eligibility) Act 2013
11 28 May 2013 Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013
12 4 June 2013 Public Health (Tobacco) (Amendment) Act 2013
13 3 July 2013 Health Service Executive (Governance) Act 2013
14 24 July 2013 Health (Amendment) Act 2013
15 30 July 2013 Protection of Life During Pregnancy Act 2013
16 18 December 2013 Health (Alteration of Criteria for Eligibility) (No. 2) Act 2013
17 25 December 2013 Health Insurance (Amendment) Act 2013
18 24 June 2014 Public Health (Sunbeds) Act 2014
19 8 July 2014 Health Identifiers Act 2014
20 17 July 2014 Health Service Executive (Financial Matters) Act 2014
21 28 July 2014 Health (General Practitioner Service) Act 2014
22 19 November 2014 Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014
23 25 December 2014 Health Insurance (Amendment) Act 2014
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No. Date of Enactment Title  
24 25 December 2014 Protection of Children’s Health (Tobacco Smoke in Mechanically Propelled 

Vehicles) Act 2014*
25 10 March 2015 Public Health (Standardised Packaging of Tobacco) Act 2015
26 11 March 2015 Misuse Of Drugs (Amendment) Act 2015
27 06 April 2015 Parts  2&3 of Children and Family Relationships Act 2015 **
28 24 June 2015 Health (General Practitioner Service) Act 2015
29 24 December 2015 Health Insurance (Amendment) Act 2015
30 24 December 2015 Mental Health (Amendment) Act 2015
31 30 December 2015 Part 8 of Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 **
32 26 July 2016 Health (Amendment) Act 2016
 33 27   July 2016 Misuse of Drugs (Amendment) Act 2016
34       26 December 2016 Health Insurance (Amendment) Act 2016
35 16 February 2017 Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2017
36 31 March 2017 Health (Amendment) Act 2017
 37    16 May 2017 Misuse of Drugs (Supervised Injecting Facilities) Act 2017
38      23 May 2017 Medical Practitioners (Amendment) Act 2017
39 22 November 2017 Part 4 of the Civil Liability (Amendment) Act 2017 - Voluntary Open Dis-

closure **
   40   9 December 2017 Health and Social Care Professionals (Amendment) Act 2017
41 21 December 2017 Health Insurance (Amendment) Act 2017
42 2 July 2018 Mental Health (Amendment) Act 2018*
43 17 July 2018 Health (General Practitioner Service) Act 2018
44 24 July 2018 Children and Family Relationships (Amendment) Act   2018
45 18 September 2018 Thirty-sixth Amendment of the Constitution Act   2018
46 3 October 2018 Mental Health (Renewal Orders) Act 2018
47 17 October 2018 Public Health (Alcohol) Act 2018
48 20 November 2018 Children’s Health Act 2018
49 20 December 2018 Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act   2018
50 24 December 2018 Health Insurance (Amendment) Act 2018
51 17 March 2019 Part 2 of Withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union 

(Consequential Provisions) Act 2019 (Number 8 of 2019) **
52 23 May 2019 Section 13 of Civil Registration Act 2019**
53 04 June 2019 Health and Social Care Professionals (Amendment) Act 2019
54 05 June 2019 Health Service Executive (Governance) Act 2019
55 23 July 2019 CervicalCheck Tribunal Act 2019

*Origin: Private Members’ Bill

**Denotes an Act which the Department had partial responsibility for 

10/10/2019WRJ02000Hospital Equipment

10/10/2019WRJ02100209. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Health when University Hospital Lim-
erick will be provided with a second MRI scanner; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [41600/19]

10/10/2019WRJ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 
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10/10/2019WRJ02300Hospital Facilities

10/10/2019WRJ02400210. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Health if he will consider providing 
two modular surgical theatres for University Hospital, Ennis to allow it to expand its day care 
surgery capacity particularly ENT day care surgery; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [41601/19]

10/10/2019WRJ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

10/10/2019WRJ02600Animal Welfare

10/10/2019WRJ02700211. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
investigation by his Department into environmental concerns at a farm (details supplied) has 
been concluded; and if so, the outcome of same. [41396/19]

10/10/2019WRJ02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment did not carry out an investigation into environmental concerns at the farm detailed.

Checks were carried out in relation to digestate under Reg 1069/2009 which includes legis-
lation to protect ‘public and animal health’ rather than ‘environment’. 

The outcome of animal health investigations on the farm were satisfactory and are con-
cluded

10/10/2019WRJ02900Forestry Sector

10/10/2019WRJ03000212. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that planting trees on bogland dries it out leading to 
greater carbon emissions from the soil than sequestration by the trees; if this fact was taken on 
board before his announcement that 600,000 trees will be planted on bogland; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41401/19]

10/10/2019WRJ03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Forests play 
an important role in capturing carbon emissions in our atmosphere and are vital contributors to 
action on climate change. Currently, Ireland has 11 per cent of forest cover, up from just 1 per 
cent a century ago, and intends achieving 18 per cent cover by 2050.  This proposed venture 
between Coillte and Bord na Mona will help achieve these targets in line with our commitments 
under the Climate Action Plan.

My Department published a paper in 2010 through the Council for Forestry Research and 
Development, COFORD, called “The greenhouse gas balance of peatland forests”. This paper 
highlighted the dynamics at play with regard to peatlands and peatland forests and their capac-
ity to both emit carbon while also acting as an important carbon sink. This dynamic depends on 
site conditions, peat type and peatland development stage. Cutaway bogs, for example, which 
are the peatland type to be planted under the Coillte/Bord na Mona project, are understood to 
be emitting carbon on an ongoing basis as they already have been drained and as such the peat 
is subject to ongoing decomposition. 

In relation to the woodland types planned as part of the Coillte/Bord na Mona project, it is 
very difficult to provide an accurate assessment of the potential greenhouse gas balance of these 
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new forests. Applications to begin planting have not yet been submitted to my Department for 
consent. Coillte and Bord na Mona are currently assessing a number of sites and will prepare an 
application which will include details of the location and extent of native woodland proposed.  

Nevertheless, based on research on the subject of carbon balance, it is reasonable to con-
clude that Woodland creation will accelerate the restoration of the carbon sink function on 
these peatland sites through new carbon stocks in biomass, woody debris and litter. The extent 
to which it does will depend on the relative balance between carbon uptake and loss. The pro-
posed woodland creation on the Bord na Mona lands is one of a suite of land use options, which 
includes rewetting. Woodland creation as proposed represents a small area of the overall Bord 
na Mona land holding.

10/10/2019WRJ03200Live Exports

10/10/2019WRJ03300213. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the efforts being made to secure and source existing and new markets for live cattle exports. 
[41424/19]

10/10/2019WRJ03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In 2018, total 
live exports of cattle increased by over 30% compared to 2017, to 246,000 head. This growth 
trend has continued into 2019, with live exports already totalling 247,000 up until week com-
mencing the 9th September. This is up from 207,000 for the same period in 2018 – a 19% in-
crease. I  welcome the recent live cattle shipments to both Turkey and Libya.  

Live exports are a critical part of Ireland’s livestock industry.  They play a significant role 
in stimulating price competition and providing an alternative market outlet for farmers. My De-
partment facilitates this trade, recognising its importance to the agri-food sector, while placing 
a strong emphasis on the welfare of all animals being transported.

I will continue to prioritise efforts to deepen existing markets and gain access to new third 
country markets.  In 2017, my Department reduced the veterinary inspection fee payable on 
live exports of calves under three months of age to €1.20 per animal, from €4.80.  This gave an 
important boost to the trade in young calves, and brought greater equity in the fees payable for 
calves, weanlings and adult cattle.

In April, my Department reached agreement with the Egyptian authorities on three proposed 
health certificates for the export of fattening, slaughter and breeding cattle. 

Also in April, agreement was reached in principle with Algeria to move from a joint breed-
ing, slaughter and fattening certificate to three separate certificates. We are awaiting the Alge-
rian authorities’ imprimatur prior to the commencement of the revised trade conditions.

In relation to Turkey, my Department hosted a visit in May by a technical team that included 
officials from the Ministry of Agriculture and ESK (the Turkish Meat and Milk Board). 

With regard to lairage capacity in Cherbourg, my Department worked closely with the 
French authorities, and earlier this year, the French authorities approved an increase in hold-
ing capacity of the Qualivia in Cherbourg.  This provided for additional daily capacity for 400 
animals, providing increased capacity of some 1, 200 animals per week. 

A successful live export trade relies on the cooperation of a multitude of stakeholders. 
Therefore, the recent establishment of the Irish Livestock Exporters’ Association is to be wel-
comed. This body can represent the industry’s views, not just to my Department, but also to 
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ferry companies, port authorities, lairage operators and other stakeholders. 

At its request, I met the new Association in September to discuss a number of industry 
concerns.  I briefed the representative body on the progress made by my Department to source 
new markets as outlined above and I look forward to further engagement with the group in the 
future. 

10/10/2019WRJ03500Organic Farming

10/10/2019WRJ03600214. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the level of increase in organic production since 2011 and the incentives that are available to 
encourage same. [41425/19]

10/10/2019WRJ03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The area of 
land under organic production has expanded significantly under the current Rural Development 
Programme, thanks to the suite of supports that have been put in place.  Latest figures indicate 
that there are now some 72,000 hectares under organic production, an increase of nearly 50% 
on the position at the start of the Programme in 2014.   

Production statistics for 2012 compared to 2017 for the following enterprises indicate the 
increased levels of organic production. 

Year Cattle Sheep Horticulture Cereals Dairy
2012 Production   41,381 Bovine 

animals excl. dairy 
cows

45,655 incl. 32,890 
ewes 1.2% of total 
sheep flock

322 ha. 2,312 ha. 1,539 cows

2017 Production 50,000 Bovine 
animals excl. dairy 
cows

63,650 incl. 43,806 
ewes, 1.9% of total 
sheep flock

524 ha 2,426 ha 2,912 cows 0.11% 
of total milk pro-
duction

€56 million has been allocated to the Organic Farming Scheme under the current RDP.  This 
scheme provides area-based payments to organic farmers.  To reflect growing demand, this 
scheme was reopened in 2018 to allow for new participants, particularly those in the tillage and 
dairy sectors. 

Under TAMS 2, a dedicated capital investment scheme has been put in place for the sole 
benefit   of organic farmers, providing support for the widest range of equipment and structures 
of any TAMS scheme.   Such investments are eligible for 40% grant assistance, with 60% grant 
assistance for qualifying young farmers.  My Department has also ring-fenced monies for an 
investment scheme for organic processors. This scheme is wholly state-funded and offers grant 
aid of up to €500,000 for individual projects.  This scheme recognises the importance of in-
novation and keeping abreast of technological developments.  It directs financial assistance 
toward projects which facilitate the adoption and application of new technologies.

10/10/2019WRJ03800Agriculture Scheme Appeals

10/10/2019WRJ03900215. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an appeal by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41438/19]

10/10/2019WRJ04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Agricul-
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ture Appeals Office operates independently of my Department.  I have been advised that the 
records of the Agriculture Appeals Office indicate that the person named lodged an appeal on 
7 June 2019.

The Appeals Office will be in contact with the person concerned to arrange a date for an oral 
hearing. 

10/10/2019WRJ04100Legislative Measures

10/10/2019WRJ04200216. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number, date of publication and details of post enactment reports published by his Department 
since March 2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41557/19]

10/10/2019WRJ04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Since March 
2011, one post-enactment report has been published by my Department. That report is in respect 
of the Forestry Act, 2014 and was laid in the Parliamentary Library on 25 September 2018.

10/10/2019WRJ04400Legislative Measures

10/10/2019WRJ04500217. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of acts passed since March 2011 that his Department is responsible for; the date each 
act was signed into law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41573/19]

10/10/2019WRJ04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has overseen the drafting and enactment of eight Bills in the relevant time period. Infor-
mation requested on these enactments can be found in the following table. 

No. Title of Enactment Date of Enactment
1 Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011 No. 29  16th November, 2011
2  Veterinary Practice (Amendment) Act 2012 No. 25  18th July, 2012
3  Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013 No. 15  29th May, 2013
4  Forestry Act 2014 No. 31  26th October, 2014
5  Johnstown Castle Agricultural College (Amendment) Act 2014 No. 10  22nd June, 2014
6 Horse Racing Ireland Act 2016 No. 2  8th February, 2016
7 Sea-Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2019 No. 9 4th April, 2019
8 Greyhound Racing Act2019 No. 15 28th May, 2019

10/10/2019WRJ04700Knowledge Transfer Programme

10/10/2019WRJ04800218. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of approved applicants to the knowledge transfer group scheme in the beef, 
sheep, dairy, tillage, equine and poultry sectors in tabular form; the number of approved appli-
cants that subsequently withdrew from the scheme; the targeted number of groups formed; the 
number of groups finalised to date; the number of payments that have issued to each approved 
applicant in every sector in each year of the knowledge transfer group scheme in this RDP to 
date; the number of payments that have not issued to each approved applicant in each sector in 
each year of scheme; the budget allocation for the KTG scheme under the 2014-2020 RDP; the 
amount of moneys expended to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41594/19]
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10/10/2019WRJ04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is not readily available and is currently being retrieved.  As soon 
as this process is completed, the information will be provided to the Deputy.

10/10/2019WRJ05000Knowledge Transfer Programme

10/10/2019WRJ05100219. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if the knowledge transfer group scheme will be continued after year three of the current 
programme concludes; and if his officials examined using unused funds previously allocated to 
the scheme to finance the continuation of the programme in 2020 and beyond. [41595/19]

10/10/2019WRJ05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Knowledge 
Transfer (KT) Programme, which was funded under the Rural Development Programme(RDP) 
2014 -2020, concluded in August 2019, as provided in the Rural Development Programme. 
Budget 2020 provides for residual payments under this programme. I am fully committed to the 
future of the Knowledge Transfer Programme however, and will be working in 2020 towards 
the development of a new programme in due course, within the confines of available resources. 

Negotiations in relation to the post-2020 CAP regulations are on-going and these will form 
the basis for the next iteration of CAP schemes when they are finalised.  It is envisaged that 
knowledge transfer measures will form a key part of the next CAP.

At present, the Department is seeking submissions from stakeholders in relation to the 
SWOT analysis which will underpin the range of measures to be included in the next CAP.

10/10/2019WRJ05300Agriculture Scheme Data

10/10/2019WRJ05400220. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of sheep farmers that applied to the sheep EID tag subsidy scheme by 30 
September deadline by county in tabular form; the process for reviewing applications; and the 
allocation for the scheme in 2019 and 2020. [41596/19]

10/10/2019WRJ05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Sheep 
EID Tag Subsidy Scheme was a one-off scheme introduced in acknowledgement of the addi-
tional costs associated with the extension of electronic identification to all sheep.

The scheme subsidised by €1 the cost of each electronic sheep tag purchased (up to a maxi-
mum of 100 tags) in the first sheep tag order completed by a keeper between 1 October 2018 
and 30   September 2019. The purchase of a minimum of 10 electronic tags was required for 
eligibility to the Scheme and the maximum payment per farmer was capped at €100, based on 
a maximum subsidy of €1 for 100 electronic tags.

Sheep farmers were not required to apply for the scheme as all the information required to 
determine eligibility and facilitate automatic payment to keepers in respect of eligible orders 
was available on my Department’s Animal Identification and Movement (AIM) database.  

Payments under this Scheme are being made in 4 quarterly tranches, in respect of the eligi-
ble tag orders processed in the previous 3 months. Three tranches of payments have been made 
to-date and the final payments in respect of eligible first orders made between 1 July 2019 and 
30 September 2019 are due to be made at the end of this month.  

While my Department is not aware of any concerns in relation to this Scheme, where in-
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dividual farmers are not satisfied with the automatic determination of their eligibility for the 
Scheme or the amount payable to them, they can seek a review by contacting my officials in 
AIM Division in Backweston. All applications for review will be dealt with on a case-by-case 
basis. Where the outcome of such a review is not to the satisfaction of the applicant, the deci-
sion can be appealed to the Agricultural Appeals Office.  

A total of €2.9 million was allocated to the scheme, of which a total of approximately €2.13 
million will be paid to keepers in respect of eligible orders finalised between 1 October 2018 
and 30 September 2019.

As the Sheep EID Tag Subsidy Scheme was introduced on a once-off basis and the final 
date for purchasing eligible tags has now passed,  there is no further funding allocation for this 
purpose.

Sheep EID Tag Subsidy Scheme 2019 - Eligible Tag Orders by County

County No. of  Eligible Orders
Carlow    611 
Cavan    785 
Clare    444 
Cork  1,296 
Donegal  4,714 
Dublin     160 
Galway  3,419 
Kerry  1,982 
Kildare     584 
Kilkenny     444 
Laois     379 
Leitrim     927 
Limerick     168 
Longford     362 
Louth     297 
Mayo  3,820 
Meath     913 
Monaghan     417 
Offaly     487 
Roscommon  1,530 
Sligo  1,385 
Tipperary      709 
Waterford      325 
Westmeath      663 
Wexford      915 
Wicklow   1,136 
Total  28,872 

10/10/2019WRJ05600Bord Bia Data

10/10/2019WRJ05700221. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the amount in levies paid by farmers to An Bord Bia in each year over the 2016 to 2018 
period and to date in 2019 for livestock slaughtered or exported in tabular form; the monetary 
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breakdown in total levies collected annually for this period for cattle, sheep, pigs and other sec-
tor individually; and the individual levy per animal in each sector. [41597/19]

10/10/2019WRJ05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As this is an 
operational matter for Bord Bia who are statutorily independent of my Department, I have re-
quested them to provide the information requested directly to the Deputy.

10/10/2019WRJ05900Seafood Sector

10/10/2019WRJ06000222. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will provide an overview of the seafood scaling and new market development scheme; 
the amount of funding that will be allocated to the scheme in 2019 and 2020; and when the ap-
plications will open. [41598/19]

10/10/2019WRJ06100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment’s €240 million European Maritime and Fisheries Fund Operational Programme provides 
a broad range of supports to foster the sustainable development of our seafood sector.  

I am continuing to support businesses, especially the agri-food sector, to prepare for Brexit 
through a broad range of advisory and financial supports.  At a Brexit Preparedness workshop 
in Cork on 30 September, I announced the opening of the expanded EMFF Seafood Scaling and 
New Market Development Scheme.   The new Seafood Scaling Scheme is being implemented 
through a partnership between Bord Iascaigh Mhara and Bord Bia and is targeted specifically at 
seafood enterprises to support them in developing and diversifying their export markets world-
wide.  

The Scheme supports seafood enterprises to develop new export markets through interna-
tional seafood trade shows and other customer networking events.  The largest support rates 
will be reserved for seafood enterprises who work together to develop export markets and these 
groups will be supported for additional activities such as overseas agents and office rental, and 
for formal participation in trade shows.  The Scheme has a budget in 2019 of €680,000.  While 
the budget for 2020 is yet to be established, increased demand for the broadened range of sup-
ports is likely to see a higher scheme allocation.  The scheme is open for applications and ap-
plication details are accessible through the BIM website at the following link.

http://www.bim.ie/schemes/seafood-scaling-new-market-development-scheme/

10/10/2019WRJ06200Beef Industry

10/10/2019WRJ06300223. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when the first meeting of the beef market task force will take place; and the status of the 
development of a beef market price index model as agreed by stakeholders at talks. [41599/19]

10/10/2019WRJ06400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The first meet-
ing of the Taskforce will take place on 14 October.

As part of the Irish Beef Sector Agreement of 15th September, Bord Bia committed to 
develop a beef market price index model based on three components - cattle price index, beef 
market price index (retail and wholesale) and an offal price indicator. 

Work on the development of this index is currently underway, and progress on this and all 
elements of the beef sector agreement will be monitored by the task force. The full text of the 
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Agreement is available on the Department’s website.

10/10/2019WRJ06500Statutory Instruments

10/10/2019WRJ06600224. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Communications, Cli-
mate Action and Environment the status of the implementation of SI No. 4 of 2019; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [41386/19]

10/10/2019WRJ06700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I signed the European Union (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Peat Extraction) 
Regulations 2019 (S.I. No. 4 of 2019) on 25 January 2019, with the objective of making the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) the sole competent authority for peat extraction of 
over 30 hectares in Ireland, and making Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for such 
activity mandatory.    In conjunction with the Planning and Development Act 2000 (Exempted 
Development) Regulations (S.I. No. 12 of 2019), which were signed by the Minister for Hous-
ing Planning and Local Government on the same date, these Regulations exempted large-scale 
peat extraction from planning permission and made the EPA the single competent authority for 
monitoring large-scale peat extraction through its Integrated Pollution Control (IPC) licensing 
process. 

It was my intention, in bringing forward S.I. No. 4 of 2019, to put in place a robust, stream-
lined system of regulation for peat extraction, which would provide both high standards envi-
ronmental protection and certainty for the sector regarding the applicable regulatory require-
ments. 

However, both sets of Regulations were the subject of a Judicial Review brought by Friends 
of the Irish Environment in April 2019. On 20 September 2019, the High Court set aside both 
the above referenced Regulations, on the basis that they were incompatible with EU law and 
were ultra vires under national law. 

The judgment, and potential responses on the part of Government, is being given detailed 
consideration by my Department and the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment, together with the Attorney General’s Office. 

10/10/2019WRJ06800Inland Fisheries Stocks

10/10/2019WRJ06900225. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will report on the response to an unidentified white skin fungus present in 
salmonid stocks in counties Louth and Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41392/19]

10/10/2019WRJ07000Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment (Deputy Seán Canney): I refer the Deputy to the response to Question No. 368 of 
Tuesday last, 8 October

10/10/2019WRJ07100Electricity Generation

10/10/2019WRJ07200226. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment his views on the inclusion of the Shannon LNG project on the projects of common 
interest list compiled in Brussels on 4 October 2019; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [41393/19]

10/10/2019WRJ07300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Ireland is one of the most dependant countries on fossil fuels. The Climate Action 
Plan sets out the necessary actions we must take to significantly cut our use of fossil fuels in 
electricity generation, in transport and in heating.  The Government has a fundamental duty to 
protect Ireland’s energy security. In the next decade we will fully exit from peat and coal for 
electricity generation and we will go from 30% renewable electricity today to 70% renewable 
electricity in 2030. In making these critical changes, we must ensure that our energy security is 
maintained. It is critical to protecting our people, our homes, our farms, our hospitals and our 
businesses. 

In reaching 70% renewable electricity in 2030, the balance will still have to be generated 
from fossil fuels, and from interconnectors/battery storage in 2030. Back-up supply will be 
needed in particular when the wind isn’t blowing and when the sun isn’t shining. For example, 
in a recent 30 day period, 25% of Ireland’s electricity was provided by wind generation. How-
ever, over this same period, one day had only 4% of our electricity provided by wind and on 
another day it provided 62% of our electricity.

This back up supply is likely to be provided by gas. This view was backed in the recent 
advice of the Climate Change Advisory Council that said the continued exploration for, and 
recovery of new offshore natural gas reserves can be consistent with a low carbon transition.

However, we will carry out a comprehensive energy security review. It will consider, in 
a scientific way, how and from where fossil fuels are sourced during a transition to a carbon 
neutral economy. This review will consider: how we generate electricity when the wind isn’t 
blowing and the sun isn’t shining, the role for battery storage and the role for gas powered back 
up; the role of interconnection (both gas and electricity); and other ways to back up our power 
supply.

The Shannon LNG project is a private commercial project and any decisions on the future 
development of this project are matters for the project promoter. This has been designated as 
a project of common interest by the European Commission for 6 years: in 2013 and again in 
2015, and 2017. There has been public consultation carried out by the European Commission 
when each list was being drawn up, and citizens, organisations and public authorities were in-
vited to submit feedback on the inclusion of projects. The European Commission also carried 
out a public consultation in drawing up the draft 2019 list. 

Projects of Common Interest (PCIs) are key infrastructure projects aimed at completing 
the European energy market in order to help the EU achieve its energy policy and climate ob-
jectives of affordable, secure and sustainable energy for all citizens, as well as the long-term 
decarbonisation of the economy in accordance with the Paris Agreement. 

While Ireland has continued to support the inclusion of the Shannon LNG Project on the 4th 
PCI list as it enhances our energy security by increasing import route diversity, I have indicated 
that the government will only consider any future applications for EU Connecting Europe Fa-
cility (CEF) funding for LNG projects after a security of supply review has been completed and 
considered by the Government and the Dáil, and only if the projects are consistent with national 
and EU climate policy objectives. 

In that context, Ireland also enquired from the EU Commission whether the implications of 
importing LNG to the European Union, from conventional and unconventional fracked sources, 
have been examined in terms of a sustainable, secure and competitive European energy policy. 
The Commission advised that it had launched a study on methane emissions and agreed with 
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the need to link gas imports to the objective of a climate neutral economy.

10/10/2019WRJ07400Forestry Sector

10/10/2019WRJ07500227. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if his attention has been drawn to the fact that planting trees on bogland dries it 
out leading to greater carbon emissions from the soil than sequestration by the trees; if this fact 
was taken on board before his announcement that 600,000 trees will be planted on bogland; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [41402/19]

10/10/2019WRJ07600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The woodland establishment project launched by myself and Minister Creed last 
week is based on a feasibility study undertaken by experts from Bord na Móna, Coillte, UCD, 
UL, and Native Woodlands of Ireland, which concluded that based on bogland ecology, native 
woodland ecology, forestry, and carbon there was potential to initially establish c. 1500 hectares 
of native woodlands, over three years, with the aim of increasing biodiversity, enhancing the 
landscape for recreation, and improving the carbon balance of these sites.   Bord na Móna’s 
Ecology and Rehabilitation team are leaders in the area of peatlands rehabilitation. The com-
pany’s rehabilitation principles have always been to re-wet peat where possible and to work 
in tandem with nature. Bord na Móna’s cutaway rehabilitation will mean that a heterogeneous 
mosaic of habitats will develop on the cutaway. 

On some Bord na Móna land it is not appropriate to raise water levels, as adjacent land and 
neighbours would be affected. It is also not practical or feasible to re-wet areas with significant 
slopes. 

It is natural that native trees will be a part of the Irish cutaway landscape due to the wide 
variability and environmental conditions across the cutaway. Much of the older Bord na Móna 
cutaway has already developed extensive bog woodland.

Woodlands would have formed a natural part of raised bog habitats, located around the edge 
where peat was naturally thinner, but have largely been lost due to turf cutting and reclamation. 
All these woodland habitats will have significant biodiversity and conservation value and will 
increase the native woodland cover in Ireland. 

To address an evidence-gap in relation to the carbon fluxes from these types of bog wood-
lands, Bord na Mona has been supporting research into GHG fluxes from different peatland 
habitats for nearly 20 years. A GHG flux tower has been established at Lullymore to aid UCC, 
financially supported by Bord na Móna, study the carbon fluxes from a cutaway bog woodland 
site. 

Currently it is understood while that dry peat releases carbon dioxide, growing vegetation 
on top mitigates this, as the carbon is trapped by the vegetation. It is expected that these types 
of sites will remain a carbon source but that developing bog woodland will result in a reduction 
in carbon being emitted.

10/10/2019WRK00200National Broadband Plan Implementation

10/10/2019WRK00300228. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Communications, Cli-
mate Action and Environment the status of the roll out of the national broadband plan at a 
location (details supplied); if the broadband will be connected in the context of the number of 
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houses in the area that have already been connected; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41437/19]

10/10/2019WRK00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Every home, farm, school and business in Ireland will have access to high speed 
broadband – no matter where they are located – following the Government’s decision to ap-
prove the appointment of a preferred bidder to the National Broadband Plan.  The premises 
referenced in the Question is in the AMBER area on the National Broadband Plan (NBP) High 
Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s website at www.broadband.gov.
ie. The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led Intervention under 
the NBP. 

The State intervention is the subject of the procurement process to engage a company to 
build, operate and maintain the NBP State intervention network. In May 2019 I brought a 
recommendation to Government to confer Preferred Bidder status on Granahan McCourt, the 
remaining bidder in the NBP procurement process and Government agreed to this. 

The Government Decision of 7 May 2019 means that it is intended to award the State Inter-
vention contract to the Bidder. This award is subject to contract close, including finalisation of 
financial and legal documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network will com-
mence shortly that. 

The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment.

A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once the contract is signed. In the 
first year of roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Connection Points 
(BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed in 
each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, enhancing 
online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these locations. 

The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises at the end of the second year, with 70-
100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

Work continues on finalising the contract and in parallel to this work, I am considering the 
recommendations of the Joint Oireachtas Communications Committee report which was pub-
lished recently. I will bring my deliberations of the report to Government in due course.

10/10/2019WRK00500Postal Codes

10/10/2019WRK00600229. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when an Eircode application by a person (details supplied) will be processed; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [41470/19]

10/10/2019WRK00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Eircodes are assigned to new property addresses using a valid postal address and 
verified geo-locations. An Post collects information on new and existing buildings, as well as 
changes to existing addresses and Ordnance Survey Ireland provides the geo-locations for these 
buildings. An Post GeoDirectory issues a new release of the GeoDirectory database file on a 
quarterly basis to Capita Business Support Services Ireland, trading as Eircode, in accordance 
with their licence agreement. Each new postal address assigned an Eircode is published on 
the free to use Eircode Finder website, a notification letter is issued to the property occupant 
containing the Eircode of that address and an updated Eircode Database is provided to licensed 
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businesses for their use. Eircode have informed my Department that 95,300 property addresses 
have been assigned an Eircode since the launch in 2015.   An Post have informed my officials 
they are updating the individuals address data on their systems and this information should be 
included in the next release of data to be issued from An Post GeoDirectory to Eircode. My 
Department has requested Eircode to contact and liaise directly with the individual in question 
regarding the assignment of an Eircode for this new property.   Once the Eircode database is 
updated on a quarterly basis it is then a matter for individual Eircode database providers to 
provide updates to commercial businesses in accordance with the terms of their licence agree-
ments.   In recognition of the fact that earlier assignment of Eircodes to new builds is desirable, 
my officials are working with An Post, Ordnance Survey Ireland, An Post GeoDirectory and 
Capita to improve and expedite the existing process.

10/10/2019WRK00800Postal Services

10/10/2019WRK00900230. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the position regarding payment of certain taxes (details supplied) in An Post of-
fices; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41474/19]

10/10/2019WRK01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): As part of its consideration of the financial position of An Post, the Government 
agreed that further opportunities for Government business through the Post Office Network 
should be explored. The first practical step that the Government took was the launch of the Dig-
ital Assist pilot initiative. Government funding of €80,000 was allocated to the scheme which 
has seen 10 post offices kitted out to assist citizens with online Government interactions. It has 
been noted that the motortax.ie website is one of the sites most accessed under this scheme. 

In September 2018, the Government approved the establishment of an interdepartmental 
group to consider the provision of ‘offline’ Government services for those citizens who do not 
wish to use, or are unable to use, digital services. Services under the remit of various Depart-
ment were considered including, motor tax. The report of the interdepartmental group will be 
submitted to Government in the coming weeks.

10/10/2019WRK01100North-South Interconnector

10/10/2019WRK01200231. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the north-south interconnector. [41505/19]

10/10/2019WRK01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The North South Interconnector is critical to improving the efficient operation of the 
Single Electricity Market and increasing security of electricity supply across the island of Ire-
land. A resilient and well connected energy infrastructure is vital for Ireland’s economic wellbe-
ing and the ability to respond to the future needs of energy consumers.   In December 2016, An 
Bord Pleanála granted planning permission for the project in Ireland, while in January 2018 full 
planning permission was granted for the section of the line that lies in Northern Ireland. Both 
of the planning decisions have been subject to legal proceedings in each jurisdiction. In Ireland, 
a Supreme Court appeal of the planning permission was dismissed on 19 February 2019. In 
Northern Ireland, on 8 February 2019, the Department for Infrastructure asked the High Court 
to quash the planning permission given so the planning application can be re-determined under 
new legislation introduced by the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland in November 2018. 
On 24 July, SONI/EirGrid submitted an addendum to the Environmental Statement to the De-
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partment for Infrastructure in Belfast. That Department subsequently carried out a consultation 
process in Northern Ireland to provide members of the public with the opportunity to review 
and comment on the addendum and is now reviewing the submissions received. 

In June 2019, ESB Networks awarded a framework contract for the design, test and supply 
of steelwork in relation to the project. I am advised that the design and testing part of the con-
tract will commence shortly. However under the framework there will be no supply of materials 
until the planning process in Northern Ireland is complete.

The earliest possible date for construction to commence is 2020.

10/10/2019WRK01400National Broadband Plan Implementation

10/10/2019WRK01500232. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when broadband availability and quality will increase in rural County Meath. 
[41506/19]

10/10/2019WRK01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Every home, farm, school and business in Ireland will have access to high speed 
broadband – no matter where they are located – following the Government’s decision to ap-
prove the appointment of a preferred bidder to the National Broadband Plan.  This is being 
achieved through a combination of commercial investment across the country, and a State in-
tervention in those areas where commercial operators acting alone are unlikely to invest. The 
NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector. In 2012, less than 
700,000, or 30% of Irish premises had access to high speed broadband. Today, 76% of the 2.4 
million premises in Ireland can access high speed broadband. 

The High Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie, shows the 
areas targeted by commercial operators to provide high speed broadband services and the areas 
that will be included in the State Intervention Area under the NBP. The Map is colour coded and 
searchable by address and Eircode

The following table outlines the number of premises in Meath where access to a high speed 
broadband connection is, or will be, delivered by commercial operators (BLUE/LIGHT BLUE) 
and those where access to this vital service will be delivered under the State led intervention 
(AMBER).

AMBER BLUE LIGHT BLUE
County Name Premises within the NBP 

State Intervention Area
Premises within Commer-
cial Operator’s Area

Premises within eir’s com-
mercial rural deployment

County Meath 20,713 (24%) 65,098 (75%) 1,183 (1%)
Meath East 10,716 (27%) 28,696 (71%) 720 (2%)
Nationally 546,982 (23%) 1,816,639 (76%) 27,938 (1%)

Information on a county by county basis with a breakdown of coverage across the town-
lands in every county is available on my Department’s website at www.dccae.gov.ie/communi-
cations/en-ie/Broadband/Pages/County-and-Townland-Maps.aspx. 

The State intervention is the subject of the procurement process to engage a company to 
build, operate and maintain the NBP State intervention network. In May I brought a recommen-
dation to Government to confer Preferred Bidder status on Granahan McCourt, the remaining 
bidder in the NBP procurement process and Government agreed to this. 
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The Government Decision of 7 May 2019 means that it is intended to award the State Inter-
vention contract to the Bidder. This award is subject to contract close, including finalisation of 
financial and legal documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network will com-
mence shortly after that. 

The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment.

A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once the contract is signed. In the 
first year of roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Connection Points 
(BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed in 
each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, enhancing 
online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these locations. 

The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises at the end of the second year, with 70-
100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

10/10/2019WRK01700Legislative Measures

10/10/2019WRK01800233. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number, date of publication and details of post enactment reports published 
by his Department since March 2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41560/19]

10/10/2019WRK01900234. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of acts passed since March 2011 that his Department is responsible 
for; the date each act was signed into law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41576/19]

10/10/2019WRK02000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 233 and 234 together. 

The information requested relating to details of all legislation enacted since March 2011 
relating to my Department can be accessed on the website of the Oireachtas at www.oireachtas.
ie and also through the following link: www.irishstatutebook.ie.

There were four post enactment reports published by my Department since March 2011, the 
details of which are as follows:-

Post Enactment Reports Published Date of Publication
Post Enactment Report on Energy Act 2016 24 July 2017
Post Enactment Scrutiny Report on Communications Regulation (Postal Services) 
(Amendment) Act 2017

17 May 2018

Post Enactment Report on Radiological Protection (Amendment) Act 2018 11 September 2019
Inland Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2017 1st August 2019

10/10/2019WRK02200Driver Licences

10/10/2019WRK02300235. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the ar-
rangements being made between the UK and Irish Governments to facilitate persons that live 
here and work in the UK in regard to whether their Irish driver licence will cover them to drive 
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in the UK. [41423/19]

10/10/2019WRK02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): While the legal posi-
tion in other jurisdictions, including the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
are matters for that jurisdiction and Irish authorities are not responsible for their decisions, I 
understand that the UK has indicated that it will continue to recognise EU driving licences after 
Brexit, which of course will include Irish licences. 

Further information from the UK side is available on the government website www.gov.uk.

10/10/2019WRK02500Schools Health and Safety

10/10/2019WRK02600236. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to ensure that dedicated cycle paths and bus drop off zones are mandatory in the vicinity 
of all schools. [41445/19]

10/10/2019WRK02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Budget 2020 has 
provided for significantly enhanced funding to support delivery of improved active travel in-
frastructure across the country, with funding allocations under the two most relevant active 
travel (i.e. excluding greenways) funding programmes increasing to €91million next year, as 
compared to Budget 2019’s approximate €48million allocation. 

These allocations exclude the funding available under other programmes such as BusCon-
nects, the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund, the Rural Regeneration and Develop-
ment Fund and indeed the roads programme. 

The specific matters to which the Deputy refers relate to planning issues which are more 
properly a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
and relevant local authorities. 

The broader policy context to the matter is something I think worthy of consideration in the 
review of sustainable mobility policy which I will be launching very shortly.

10/10/2019WRK02800Tourism Promotion

10/10/2019WRK02900237. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
seek a reversal of the decision by Tourism Ireland and Bord Fáilte to exclude greyhound racing 
in their campaigns. [41467/19]

10/10/2019WRK03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  On the matter of 
tourism marketing and promotions generally, Tourism Ireland is the all-island body responsible 
for overseas tourism marketing, whereas Fáilte Ireland is responsible for domestic tourism 
promotions.  Accordingly, decisions regarding particular promotional channels or campaigns 
– such as those relating to greyhound racing – are operational matters for the tourism agencies.

As regards Ireland’s greyhound industry, recent coverage and debate regarding alleged cruel 
practices has certainly damaged the reputation of the industry.  I know that my colleague, Min-
ister of State Doyle, who has responsibility for the greyhound sector, takes these allegations 
very seriously and has directed the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine to conduct 
a thorough investigation into the matter.  I am confident that Minister Doyle and his Depart-
ment, in cooperation with Bord na gCon, will ensure that any issues identified will be addressed 
appropriately.
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As regards tourism marketing and promotions, I am very concerned about consequential 
damage to Ireland’s reputation as a tourist destination.  While work is underway to right the 
wrongs and rehabilitate the industry and its reputation, we must be careful not to allow current 
negative publicity damage our tourism promotions.  This is why the tourism agencies have de-
cided to take a step back from active promotion of greyhound racing at this point in time and 
to keep the situation under review, pending implementation by the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine of several reforms underway and to come.  I agree with that decision and 
trust the agencies to act in the best interests of Ireland and Irish tourism, guided by their insights 
and experience.

10/10/2019WRK03100Ferry Services

10/10/2019WRK03200238. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport if he will review the situation pertaining to boat trips to the Fastnet Rock lighthouse via 
Cape Clear in circumstances in which the fast ferry has been denied a licence which would al-
low it to travel all the way to the lighthouse (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41469/19]

10/10/2019WRK03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I would refer the 
Deputy to an extensive reply I gave to the issue in the Dáil during a Topical debate on Thursday 
last 3 October 2019 (hyperlink provided below) in which I undertook to give the matter some 
further consideration.  This is of course a matter of safety in the first instance and enforcement 
of the requirements is a matter for the Marine Survey Office. www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/
debate/dail/2019-10-03/25/#s28.

10/10/2019WRK03400Dublin Bus

10/10/2019WRK03500239. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to 
Parliamentary Question Nos. 587 and 588 of 17 September 2019, if the exact reason will be 
itemised for the penalty applied that is for failure to operate due to driver unavailability, bus 
breakdown or curtailment of late running services; the amount by subcategory involved in each 
period 2014 to 2019. [41471/19]

10/10/2019WRK03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport in Ireland.  The issues raised are matters for the National Transport Author-
ity (NTA) in conjunction with Dublin Bus and I have forwarded the Deputy’s questions to the 
NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within 
ten working days.

10/10/2019WRK03700Road Tolls

10/10/2019WRK03800240. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the position 
regarding the ownership of the M50 toll bridge and contractual relationships with third parties; 
if his attention has been drawn to the traffic congestion at the toll bridge side of County Dublin 
that is resulting from traffic avoiding the bridge and the impact this has on local villages; if he 
has conducted studies on this impact; if he has considered removing the toll or if measures will 
be introduced in relation to tolling has been considered into studies in relation to traffic manage-
ment around Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41481/19]
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10/10/2019WRK03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the operation and management 
of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction 
with the local authorities concerned. 

Matters relating to the day to day operations regarding national roads, including toll roads 
and the establishment of a system of tolls, are within the remit of TII.  More specifically, the 
statutory power to levy tolls, to make toll bye-laws and to enter into contractual agreements 
with third parties are vested in TII under Part V of the Roads Act 1993 (as amended). 

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a detailed reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

10/10/2019WRK04000Ports Development

10/10/2019WRK04100241. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the discus-
sions he has had with or the submissions received from the Port of Waterford Company over 
the past 12 to 18 months with a view to accessing funding to advance future development plans 
at Belview. [41492/19]

10/10/2019WRK04200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Port of Waterford 
Company is recognised as a Port of National Significance (Tier 2) in National Ports Policy. The 
port is also recognised at a European level through its inclusion in the ‘comprehensive network’ 
under the Ten-T Regulation.

As the Deputy is no doubt aware, the Port of Waterford, after much work, has recently com-
pleted its first Port’s Masterplan. This document, which went out for public consultation in June 
and July 2019, charts a vision for the port for the next 25 years. The plan identifies a number of 
development options for Belview and the estimated costing’s for these. 

National Ports Policy stipulates that there is no Exchequer funding for ports.  All port de-
velopments must be financed from the Company’s own resources and/or commercial funding 
options. As a Ten-T  Comprehensive Port, the Port of Waterford may be eligible to apply for 
EU Funding. 

Projects applying for such funding must be in an advanced stage of preparation. Waterford 
Port have confirmed that they are actively investigating this possibility but at the time of the last 
call, April 2019, the Masterplan was yet to be completed and they did not have  a project at the 
appropriate stage of maturity. Should an application be made for future calls, my Department 
will of course consider supporting such an application by Port of Waterford. 

10/10/2019WRK04300Urban Regeneration and Development Fund

10/10/2019WRK04400242. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his atten-
tion has been drawn to proposals received from a club (details supplied) for funding under the 
Urban Regeneration and Development Fund to redevelop facilities at a location; the engage-
ment his Department has had with officials in his Department heading up the ERDF in this 
regard; and when a decision is expected. [41493/19]

10/10/2019WRK04500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): Responsibility for the Urban  Regeneration and Development Fund rests with the 
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Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government. 

My Department has responsibility for the Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund. The new 
scheme  opened for applications on 19th November 2018 and the closing date for receipt of 
applications was 17th April last. 

72 applications were received in total including an application for the project referred to 
by the Deputy.  Details of the scheme and all applications received have been published on the 
Department’s website along with the evaluation procedures and guidelines. 

Assessment of the applications received has commenced. In view of the detailed informa-
tion contained in each application, I am advised that it will take a number of months to have all 
of them assessed.  Accordingly, I expect that it will be towards the end of this year before any 
allocations are announced. 

10/10/2019WRK04600Irish Coast Guard Issues

10/10/2019WRK04700243. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of emergency medical missions not related to incidents at sea that have been carried out by each 
Irish Coast Guard helicopter unit in the past three years. [41494/19]

10/10/2019WRK04800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Coast Guard helicop-
ter emergency medical support missions are provided on a request basis to the HSE/National 
Ambulance Service.  These services coordinated by the Coast Guard are flown under Commer-
cial Aviation Transport rules and include inter hospital transfers. Coast Guard helicopters also 
provides day and night emergency aeromedical services to the island communities. 

The following table sets out details, as requested.

Total HSE sup-
port flights

Dublin Shannon Sligo Waterford

2017 152 7 53 77 15
2018 118 8 32 68 10
2019 to date 89 11 20 51 7

In addition, the Coast Guard helicopter service also provides Aeromedical Support to the 
islands.  Table below sets out the yearly breakdown of these missions.

Year Island Aeromedical Support
2017       72
2018 101
2019 to date  79

10/10/2019WRK04900Airport Charges

10/10/2019WRK05000244. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
the Commission for Aviation Regulation will make a decision on the issue of passenger fees 
at Dublin Airport; his input into the decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41503/19]

10/10/2019WRK05100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Under the Aviation 
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Regulation Act 2001, as amended, the Commission for Aviation Regulation (CAR) has a fully 
independent statutory role as regulator overseeing airport charges at Dublin airport and I have 
no function in this matter. 

I have forwarded your question to CAR for direct reply.  If the Deputy does not receive a 
reply within ten working days, please advise my Private Office.

10/10/2019WRK05200Legislative Measures

10/10/2019WRK05300245. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber, date of publication and details of post enactment reports published by his Department since 
March 2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41572/19]

10/10/2019WRK05400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  The details requested 
by the Deputy are in the following table.

Name of Report   Date of Publication   Name of Enactment 
Report   

Date of Post Enactment 
Report   

Merchant Shipping 
(Registration of Ships) 
Act 2014

25 December 2014 Merchant Shipping (Reg-
istration of Ships) Act 
2014   (No. 43 of 2014)   
Dáil Éireann – Post-En-
actment Report Standing 
Order 141A

21 January 2016

Post Enactment Report – 
State Airports (Shannon 
Group) Act   2014 (No.   
27 of 2014)

Laid before Houses of 
the Oireachtas 22 April 
2016

Post Enactment Report – 
State Airports (Shannon 
Group) Act   2014 (No.   
27 of 2014)See column 2

22 April 2016

Post enactment Report 
Sport Ireland Act 2015 
(No. 15 of   2015)

Laid before the Houses 
of the Oireachtas on 14 
September   2016

Sport Ireland Act 2015 
(No. 15 of 2015)

June 2016

Harbours Act 2015 
(No.61 of 2015)

Laid before the Houses 
of the Oireachtas on 12 
December   2016

 Harbours Act 2015 (No. 
61 of 2015)

12 December 2016

Roads Act 2015 
(06/05/2018) Post Enact-
ment Report

Laid before Houses of 
Oireachtas 13 March 
2018

Roads Act 2015 Post 
Enactment Report

13 March 2018

10/10/2019WRK05500Legislative Measures

10/10/2019WRK05600246. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of acts passed since March 2011 that his Department is responsible for; the date each act 
was signed into law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41588/19]

10/10/2019WRK05700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This information is 
available to be viewed at the website www.irishstatutebook.ie/.

Please see the following table.

No   Name of Act   Date Signed in to law   
No. 7 of 2011 Road Traffic Act 2011 27 April 2011
No. 28 of 2011 Road Traffic (No.2) Act 2011 20 October 2011
No 31 of 2011 Road Transport Act 2011 3/12/2011
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No   Name of Act   Date Signed in to law   
No. 37 of 2011 National Tourism Development Authority (Amendment) Act   

2011
7 Dec 2011

No. 16 of 2012 Road Safety Authority (commercial Vehicle Roadworthiness) 
Act 2012

30th May 2012

No 49 of 2012 Transport (Corás Iompair Éireann and Subsidiary Companies 
Borrowings) Act 2012

26th December 2012.

Act 49 of 2012 CIE Borrowings Act 2012 January 14, 2013
No. 37 of 2013 Taxi Regulation Act 2013 23 Oct 2013
No. 3 of 2014 Road   traffic Act 2014 25 February 2014
No. 27 of 2014 State Airports (Shannon Group) Act 2014 27 July 2014
No. 39 of 2014 Road   traffic (No. 2) Act 2014 25 December 2014
No. 43 of 2014 Merchant Shipping (Registration of Ships) Act 2014 25 December 2014
No. 13 of 2015 Vehicle Clamping Act 2015 6th May 2015
No. 14 of 2015 Roads Act 2015 6th May 2015
No 15 of 2015 Sport Ireland Act 2015 13 May 2015
No. 61 of 2015 Harbours Act 2015 25 December 2015
No. 3 of 2016 Public Transport Act 2016 8 February 2016
No. 14 of 2016 National Tourism Development Authority (Amendment) Act   

2016
16 Nov 2016

No. 21 of 2016 Road traffic Act 2016 27 December 2016
No. 17 of 2017 Rugby World Cup  2023 Act 2017 13 July 2017
No. 5 of   2018 Vehicle   Registration Data (Automated Searching and Ex-

change) 2018
28 May 2018

No. 18 of 2018 Road Traffic (Amendment) Act 2018 23 July 2018
No. 1 of 2019 Aircraft Noise (Dublin Airport) Regulation Act 2019 22 May 2019

10/10/2019WRK05800Legislative Measures

10/10/2019WRK05900247. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number, 
date of publication and details of post enactment reports published by her Department since 
March 2011, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41559/19]

10/10/2019WRK06000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Post-enactment 
reports relating to two pieces of primary legislation have been carried out by my Department 
(see table) since the passing of Standing Order 164A (Post-enactment report) in June 2016.

The Childcare Support Act 2018 was enacted on 2 July 2018. While all of the provisions of 
the Act have been commenced, the Affordable Childcare Scheme (known as the National Child-
care Scheme) is not yet operational. A review of the functioning of the Act has not yet been 
undertaken. In accordance with the section 26 of the Act, the Minister will conduct a review of 
the operation of the Scheme 12 months after the first payment under the Scheme. 

Act Post enactment report laid before 
Houses on

1. Adoption (Amendment) Act 2017(No.19) 18th July 2018
2. Children First Act 2015 (No. 36) 25th April 2018

10/10/2019WRK06100Legislative Measures
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10/10/2019WRK06200248. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of acts passed since March 2011 that her Department is responsible for; the date each act was 
signed into law; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41575/19]

10/10/2019WRK06300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Department 
of Children and Youth Affairs has responsibility for 10 Acts that have been enacted since March 
2011. Details are provided in the following table.

Number Act Name Enacted on
No. 11 of 2018 Childcare Support Act 2018 02-Jul-18
No. 19 of 2017 Adoption (Amendment) Act 2017 19-Jul-17
No.  45 of 2015 Child Care (Amendment) Act 2015 10-Dec-15
No. 36 of 2015 Children First Act 2015 19-Nov-15
No. 30 of 2015 Children (Amendment) Act 2015 27-Jul-15
No. 44 of 2013 Adoption (Amendment) Act 2013 20-Dec-13
No. 40 of 2013 Child and Family Agency Act 2013 15-Dec-13
No. 5 of 2013 Child Care (Amendment) Act 2013 13-Mar-13
No. C31 of 2012 Thirty-first Amendment of the Constitution Act 2012 28-Apr-15
No. 19 of 2011 Child Care (Amendment) Act 2011 31-Jul-11

10/10/2019WRK06400Legislative Measures

10/10/2019WRK06500249. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
number, date of publication and details of post enactment reports published by his Department 
since March 2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41571/19]

10/10/2019WRK06600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment, which was established in July 2017, has not published any post enactment reports.

10/10/2019WRK06700Legislative Measures

10/10/2019WRK06800250. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the number of acts passed since March 2011 that his Department is responsible for; the date 
each act was signed into law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41587/19]

10/10/2019WRK06900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment was established on 19 July 2017 on foot of the Ministers and Secretaries (Amendment) 
Act, 2017.

The Department also has responsibility for the Dormant Accounts Amendment Act, 2012, 
which was passed by the then Department of Environment, Community and Local Government, 
and signed into law on 11 July 2012. 

10/10/2019WRK07000Fuel Allowance Payments

10/10/2019WRK07100251. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 519 of 24 September 2019 and 616 of 1 October 2019, 
if the winter fuel payment will continue to be paid to persons living here in the case of a deal 
being reached between Britain and the EU27 and in a no-deal Brexit scenario. [41375/19]
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10/10/2019WRK07200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
key area of concern is the impact of Brexit on those current reciprocal arrangements for social 
insurance payments (which include contributory pensions); social assistance payments (means 
tested schemes linked to residency rights) and child benefit between Ireland and the UK, includ-
ing Northern Ireland.

The Convention on Social Security which the Government entered into with the UK Gov-
ernment earlier this year maintains the status quo with respect to these payments for Irish and 
British citizens moving within the Common Travel Area.  The Convention will be brought into 
effect immediately in the event of there being no Brexit deal or at the end of the transition pe-
riod in the event of a deal.  

The UK’s Winter Fuel Payment (WFP) is a Department of Work & Pensions payment which 
is not currently paid on a reciprocal basis.   Furthermore, I am advised that there has been no 
indication that the UK has any plans to make changes with regard to WFP recipients in Ireland, 
whether or not there is a Brexit deal.   

With regard to our own fuel allowance, just this week, in Budget 2020, I increased the rate 
of payment by €2 per week to €24.50 per week from January.  Some 370,000 households are 
set to benefit from this measure which sees the total fuel season payment increase from €630 to 
€686 per year at a cost of €21 million.

10/10/2019WRK07300Invalidity Pension Applications

10/10/2019WRK07400252. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a decision will be made on an invalidity pension application by a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Donegal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41439/19]

10/10/2019WRK07500Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions. 

A claim for IP was received from the gentleman in question on 18 July 2019.  My depart-
ment is currently processing his application and his claim will be finalized as quickly as pos-
sible and he will be notified directly of the outcome.  

In the meantime, the gentleman concerned is in receipt of a weekly disability allowance 
payment ata reduced rate based on his weekly means.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

10/10/2019WRL00200Domiciliary Care Allowance Review

10/10/2019WRL00300253. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when the review for domiciliary care for a person (details supplied) will be de-
cided; the timeframe for deciding such reviews; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[41453/19]

10/10/2019WRL00400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): An application for domiciliary care allowance was received from 
the person concerned on the 30th April 2019. The application was not allowed as the child was 
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not considered to satisfy the qualifying conditions for the allowance. A letter issued on 3rd July 
2019 setting out the decision of the deciding officer to refuse the allowance and outlining the 
entitlement to seek a review of the decision or appeal it. 

An appeal was registered by the Social Welfare Appeals Office on the 23rd July 2019.  As 
part of the appeals process, the application including any additional material provided since the 
original decision was made will be re-examined by one of the departments Medical Assessors 
and a deciding officer . The person concerned will be notified in writing once the review has 
been finalised.  Reviews are currently taking approximately 12 weeks to process. 

If the review is unsuccessful, a submission will be prepared and forwarded to the indepen-
dent Social Welfare Appeals Office for consideration by an Appeals Officer.  In that case, the 
Social Welfare Appeals Office will contact her directly about the outcome of the appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

10/10/2019WRL00500Departmental Staff Data

10/10/2019WRL00600254. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of medical officers dedicated to assessing medical evidence in 2017, 
2018 and 2019 by scheme in tabular form; the vacancies that exist; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41455/19]

10/10/2019WRL00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department is committed to having sufficient staffing resources at its disposal to ensure that 
people with disabilities who apply for and avail of the Department’s supports and schemes in 
this area are provided with a quality and timely service in relation to their claims processing.  
Given the significant number of people seeking these services, the Department needs to scale 
and manage its capacity to provide medical assessment services both to the flow of new clients 
and to the cohort of people who are already claimants on illness and disability schemes. 

The Medical Review and Assessment Service (MRAS) in conjunction with individual 
scheme business sections, co-ordinates and manages all referrals for assessment to the Medical 
Assessors. 

The Department offers a number of schemes on illness, disability, carers and occupational 
injury and referrals vary in volume and frequency of applications both yearly and seasonally.

High volume and resource intensive schemes like Domiciliary Care Allowance and Dis-
ability Allowance would have a higher proportion of Medical Assessors delegated to these 
schemes. Medical Assessors are assigned to specific schemes on a daily basis.

A dedicated fast-track system is in place between the office of the Chief Medical Advisor/
Deputy Chief Medical Advisor and all scheme business areas, to facilitate referral of claimants 
with serious and poor prognosis medical conditions, for expediting assessment and processing 
of claims.

The Department endeavours to maintain adequate Medical Assessor capacity in staffing, 
and following a successful recruitment process in 2018, all vacancies are currently filled,  see 
table below. 

The following figures show the number of Medical Assessors employed by the Department 
for the years 2017 to 2019.  
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Summary 2017 2018 2019
Total 33 30 33
FTE 29.9 27.3 30.3

I hope this clarifies matters for the Deputy. 

10/10/2019WRL00800Domiciliary Care Allowance Data

10/10/2019WRL00900255. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the rate of refusal for first-time domiciliary care applicants in 2018 and to date in 
2019; the level of refusals following applications for reviews in 2018 and to date in 2019; if 
appealed, the number of appeals upheld for the period; if there have been recent changes in ap-
proach; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41456/19]

10/10/2019WRL01000Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The number of domiciliary care allowance applications received 
in recent years has been increasing exponentially, and has doubled from 2012 to 2018, from 
4,079 to 8,609 applications.

Details of the applications received in 2018 and 2019 to date are listed in the following 
table, together with the outcomes, both at initial decision, on review and on appeal. Some ap-
plications would have both review request and appeal submitted concurrently.

Applications received and outcomes 2018-2019 Sept.

 Year Applications re-
ceived

Disallowed (of 
those processed)

Review of decision 
sought

Still not eligible 
after review

2018 8609 2225 427 254
 2019 to end Sept. 6722 2264 406 269

Appeals processed 2018-2019 Sept.

Year Appeals 
finalised

Cancelled or 
Withdrawn

Revised by 
DCA section

Decided by 
AO

Allowed by 
AO

Partially 
allowed 

Not allowed 
by AO. 

2018 1589  42  590  957 686 13 258 
2019 to end 
Sept.

1193 35  356  802 559 8 235 

There has been no recent changes in the approach to processing applications and review 
requests in DCA section.  Each case continues to be decided and reviewed based on the indi-
vidual circumstances and information/medical evidence available to the deciding officer at the 
relevant time.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

10/10/2019WRL01100Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

10/10/2019WRL01200256. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the criteria for the back to education allowance; her views on whether it is beneficial 
for all parties to extend the allowance for students completing post-graduate courses that will 
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be advantageous for securing full-time work in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [41473/19]

10/10/2019WRL01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
back to education allowance scheme (BTEA) provides people with a second chance education 
that will improve their prospects of securing employment.  It enables eligible people to pursue 
approved education courses and to continue to receive income support for the duration of a 
course of study, subject to meeting certain conditions.  

The BTEA is not intended to provide a basis for a long-duration participation in extended 
education.  In this regard, it mirrors the approach to general education grants such as the Student 
Universal Support Ireland (SUSI).  This approach is informed by research evidence. Evidence 
from econometric studies shows that the ‘lock-in’ effect of long duration return to education 
programmes can exceed the progression effect and reduce employment prospects. 

In limited cases post-graduate courses can be supported under this scheme. BTEA can be 
approved where the applicant intends to undertake studies leading to a Higher Diploma (H.Dip) 
in any discipline or the Professional Masters in Education. Additionally BTEA support may 
be awarded for a Master’s degree based solely on life experience where the applicant holds no 
other third level qualification. 

The qualification referred to by the Deputy, a Professional Masters in Adult and Community 
Education, is not covered under the BTEA as it is not a prerequisite for employment in adult 
education services nor is it an alternative to the Professional Masters in Education required to 
qualify for a general teaching role.

I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

10/10/2019WRL01400Child Benefit Payments

10/10/2019WRL01500257. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if payment of child benefit which ceased in 2015 will be reinstated and backdated 
for a person (details supplied). [41497/19]

10/10/2019WRL01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): A 
child benefit supplement payment has been awarded to the person concerned for the period 
01/05/2018 to 30/06/2019.  There is no further entitlement to a supplement from 01/07/2019 as 
the rate of Polish Family Benefits exceeds the rate of Irish Family Benefits. 

A letter regarding this decision has been issued to the person concerned. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

10/10/2019WRL01700Working Family Payment Applications

10/10/2019WRL01800258. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of a working family payment application by persons (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [41498/19]

10/10/2019WRL01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is an in-work weekly payment which provides additional 
financial support to employees on low earnings with children, relative to family size.
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An application for WFP was received from the person (family) concerned on 08 October 
2019.

The Department has written to them to request further employment-related details.

On receipt of the requested details from the person concerned, their WFP application will be 
processed without delay and they will be notified in writing of the decision.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

10/10/2019WRL02000Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

10/10/2019WRL02100259. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of a payment for a person (details supplied). [41502/19]

10/10/2019WRL02200Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): An application for Domiciliary Care Allowance was received from 
this lady on the 2nd October 2019.  Applications received at the end of July 2019 are currently 
being finalised.  The application will be considered by a deciding officer in due course and the 
decision notified to her as soon as possible. 

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.  

10/10/2019WRL02300Tús Programme

10/10/2019WRL02400260. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her plans for the Tús programme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41507/19]

10/10/2019WRL02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Tús 
commenced operation in 2011 as a response to the high level of unemployment and the large 
numbers on the Live Register.  It is a community work placement initiative which aims to pro-
vide short-term work opportunities for those who are unemployed for more than a year.  

It is recognised by Government that Tús is a positive initiative that enables the long-term 
unemployed to make a contribution to their communities whilst upskilling themselves for pro-
spective future employment.

Tús provides work placements for a twelve month period for those who are on the Live 
Register for a year or more.  This initiative helps to break the cycle of long-term unemployment 
by providing participants with a work routine and valuable work experience.  

The Department continues to review all aspects of its activation programmes to ensure the 
best outcomes for participants and communities, mindful of the wider reduction in the number 
of people claiming a jobseeker payment at present.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

10/10/2019WRL02600Community Employment Schemes Data

10/10/2019WRL02700261. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number of community employment participants that have been referred to Tús in 
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County Kildare in each of the years 2017 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [41508/19]

10/10/2019WRL02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department provides a range of activation supports for long-term unemployed jobseekers and 
those most distant from the labour market.  These supports include employment programmes 
such as Community Employment (CE) schemes and Tús.

Tús commenced operation in 2011 as a response to the high level of unemployment and the 
large numbers on the Live Register.  It is a community work placement initiative which aims 
to provide short-term work opportunities for those who are unemployed for more than a year.  

Unlike the Community Employment (CE) programme which has its main focus on training, 
Tús focuses on long-term fully unemployed people, and is specifically designed to break the 
cycle of unemployment.  

The eligibility criteria for Tús were set to reflect a number of inter-related elements. These 
include the need to ensure that limited numbers of placements available are open to those on 
the live register and that such customers have not already had an opportunity to engage in other 
activation programmes, the only exception being the JobPath programme.

This ensures that as many people who are fully unemployed for more than 12 months and 
who have not benefited from other activation measures are able to benefit from the Tús initia-
tive.  For this reason, persons who have engaged in CE are not eligible for Tús unless they have 
returned to the live register and been in receipt of a Jobseekers Allowance payment for at least 
12 months.  

The following table shows the number of participants in County Kildare that commenced on 
Tús in each of the years requested 2017, 2018 and to-date in 2019.

Table 1

 Year Number of participants who commenced on Tús.
2017 228
2018 206
2019 (to-date) 164

10/10/2019WRL02900Social Welfare Benefits Data

10/10/2019WRL03000262. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of applications for carer’s benefit and allowance awaiting medical assessment; 
if there is an adequate number of medical assessors to carry out the assessments; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [41515/19]

10/10/2019WRL03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Medical Review and Assessment Section are carrying out the medical assessment of Carer’s 
Allowance and Carer’s Benefit in a timely manner.

 As of 7th October 2019 the numbers awaiting medical opinions for Carer’s Allowance 
claims stands at 256 and Carer’s Benefit claims at 45.  The oldest outstanding claim was made 
in the last week of September 2019 for both schemes. 

The Department endeavours to maintain adequate medical Assessor capacity, and follow-
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ing the last recruitment process, successfully appointed a further five Medical Assessors on full 
time basis, which brings the current staffing level to maximum capacity of Medical Assessors. 

 I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

10/10/2019WRL03200Carer’s Allowance Waiting Times

10/10/2019WRL03300263. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the length of time it takes for a medical assessor to access a carer’s allowance application; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41516/19]

10/10/2019WRL03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Car-
er’s Allowance (CA) is a means-tested payment, made to a person who is habitually resident in 
the State and providing full-time care and attention to a child or an adult who has such a dis-
ability that they require that level of care.  An increased payment can be made where full-time 
care is being provided to two people. 

 My Department is committed to providing a quality service to all its customers, ensuring 
that applications are processed and that decisions on entitlement are made as quickly as pos-
sible.

 Processing times vary across schemes, depending on the differing qualification criteria.  
Long term social welfare schemes such Carer’s Allowance (CA), with a number of complex 
qualifying conditions can take longer to process.  Before a decision can be made on entitlement 
to CA, evidence must be provided in respect of the care recipient’s care requirement, the level 
of care the carer provides and the carer’s means. This is prolonged further if the documentary 
evidence provided at initial application stage is incomplete or insufficient; this is often the case 
with carer’s allowance applications. Medical Assessors have access to a customer CA claim 
inside a few days of the Department receiving the application. 

The average processing time for the award of a Carer’s Allowance claim from January 2019 
to September 2019 was 14 weeks. Staff have recently been re-assigned to the CA area to work 
on claims processing and this should lead to a reduction in processing times.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

10/10/2019WRL03500Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

10/10/2019WRL03600264. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if she will address a matter in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [41544/19]

10/10/2019WRL03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
purpose of rent supplement is to provide short-term income support to assist with accommoda-
tion costs of eligible people living in private rented accommodation.  It is subject to a means test 
and other eligibility criteria.  Rent supplement payments are also subject to ongoing reviews 
and payments may be affected if relevant information is not provided, or if there is any change 
in circumstances.  

The person concerned is currently receiving rent supplement and in consideration of her 
personal circumstances an additional top-up payment under Article 38 provisions has been 
applied to her claim as an exceptional measure in order for her to receive rent supplement pay-
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ments above the maximum rate allowable for her family composition in the area in which she 
resides. 

I am advised that a current housing needs assessment was requested from the person con-
cerned on 17/01/2019, 10/05/2019, 28/05/2019, 17/09/2015 and 02/10/2019 but this has not yet 
been provided.  

The person concerned should submit a current housing needs assessment to the Rents Unit 
in the Newbridge Intreo Centre to facilitate the completion of a review of her rent supplement 
entitlement and to avoid possible disruption to her current payment.  I am advised that the per-
son’s rent supplement may be affected if she does not provide this information.    

It is open to the person concerned to contact the Rents Unit if she has any questions concern-
ing her claim review. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

10/10/2019WRL03800Fuel Allowance Eligibility

10/10/2019WRL03900265. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the reason a fuel allowance application by a person (details supplied) was not successful; if 
other options are available to them; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41545/19]

10/10/2019WRL04000Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The gentleman concerned is in receipt of invalidity pension and 
disablement benefit.  

The gentleman concerned does not qualify for fuel allowance under the National Fuel 
Scheme as he is in receipt of a disablement benefit payment and disablement benefit is a non 
qualifying payment for receipt of fuel allowance.  

Under the  Supplementary Welfare Allowance (SWA) scheme, a Heating Supplement may 
be paid  to assist people in certain circumstances that have special heating needs. If a  recipient 
of a social protection or HSE payment has exceptional heating costs  due to ill health, infirmity 
or a medical condition which s/he is unable to  meet out of household income, that person may 
apply for a Heating  Supplement. 

 I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

10/10/2019WRL04100Legislative Measures

10/10/2019WRL04200266. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number, date of publication and details of post enactment reports published by her 
Department since March 2011, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[41564/19]

10/10/2019WRL04300267. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of acts passed since March 2011 that her Department is responsible for; the 
date each act was signed into law; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41580/19]

10/10/2019WRL04400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 266 and 267 together.
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My Department has responsibility for the legislation underpinning the social welfare code, 
occupational and private pensions, civil registration and gender recognition, redundancy and 
employer’s insolvency, employment rights and the Citizens Information Board.

Nineteen Acts relating to these matters have been enacted since March 2011, as set out in 
the following table. No post-enactment reports have been published to date.

Acts Passed by the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection since 
March 2011

 Title of Act Date of Enactment
Civil Registration Act 2019 23 May 2019
Employment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2018 25 December 2018
Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registration Act 2018 24 December 2018
Social Welfare Act 2017 23 December 2017
Social Welfare Act 2016 19 December 2016
Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2015 16 December 2015
Gender Recognition Act 2015 22 July 2015
Social Welfare (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2015 06 May 2015
Social Welfare and Pensions (No. 2) Act 2014 25 December 2014
Civil Registration (Amendment) Act 2014 04 December 2014
Social   Welfare and Pensions Act 2014 17 July 2014
Social Welfare and Pensions (No. 2)   Act 2013 25 December 2013
Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2013 09 November 2013
Social Welfare and Pensions (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2013 28 June 2013
Civil Registration (Amendment) Act 2012 26 December 2012
Social Welfare Act 2012 21 December 2012
Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2012 01 May 2012
Social Welfare Act 2011 19 December 2011
Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2011 29 June 2011

10/10/2019WRL04600Housing Adaptation Grant Eligibility

10/10/2019WRL04700268. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if there is a grant available for a family to reconfigure and adapt their home to accommo-
date an elderly parent that is not a home owner; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41422/19]

10/10/2019WRL04800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department provides funding to local authorities in respect of the Housing Adaptation 
Grants for Older People and People with a Disability, to assist eligible people in private houses 
to make their accommodation more suitable for their needs.  The suite of grants includes the 
Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability, the Mobility Aids Grant and the Hous-
ing Aid for Older People, which are 80% funded by the Department, with a 20% contribution 
from the resources of the local authority.  The scheme is more sharply focused towards lower 
income households with the greatest needs.  A means test applies to the scheme in order to 
achieve fairness and value for money in its operation. Details in relation to the grants are avail-
able on my Department’s website at the following link: 

www.housing.gov.ie/housing/grantsfinancial-assistance/improvement-works/housing-ad-
aptation-grants-older-people-and.
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The detailed administration of the grants, including the assessment, approval and prioriti-
sation of applications, is the responsibility of the local authorities and it will be a matter for 
them to make the final determination on an individual application, based on the precise circum-
stances. 

10/10/2019WRL04900Home Loan Scheme

10/10/2019WRL05000269. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if Kildare County Council has been given a new financial allocation for Rebuilding 
Ireland home loans; if so, the amount that has been paid to date; and when the remaining alloca-
tion will be paid. [41447/19]

10/10/2019WRL05100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
When the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan (RIHL) scheme was initially being developed, it was 
estimated that the drawdown of loans would be approximately €200 million over three years.  
However, the RIHL proved to be more successful than initially anticipated. My officials began 
engaging with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in October 2018 when higher 
lending and drawdown volumes were beginning to materialise. I informed the Dáil on 29 Janu-
ary 2019 of the scheme’s success and of the need for additional funding and indicated that my 
Department was in discussions with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the 
Department of Finance with regard to the allocation for 2019. 

Following positive engagement with my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform, my Department wrote to all 31 local authorities on 15 August 2019 sanctioning an ad-
ditional €363 million in funding for the RIHL. This brings total funding for the RIHL to €563 
million for 2018 and 2019 combined. 

Kildare County Council’s total RIHL allocation, for the period 1 February 2018 to 31 De-
cember 2019, has been increased to some €20.9m.  This overall allocation incorporates loans 
already issued since the inception of the scheme, loans which will be drawn down on foot of 
approvals already issued and projected loan demand for the rest of 2019. 

My Department publishes information on the overall number and value of (i) local author-
ity loan approvals and (ii) local authority loan drawdowns. Local authority approval means 
that an official letter of offer has been sent to a borrower (and therefore relates to a specific 
property and loan amount). Information on the RIHL for Quarter 1 2019, including in rela-
tion to the number and value of mortgage approvals and drawdowns, is available on the De-
partment’s website at the following link: www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/house-prices-
loans-and-profile-borrowers/local-authority-loan-activity. The data for Quarter 2 2019 will be 
available in the coming weeks.

10/10/2019WRL05200Local Authority Housing

10/10/2019WRL05300270. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the way in which councils recoup the cost of borrowing for housing developments in 
cases in which the council has purchased land which is then developed for affordable purchase 
and social housing, in situations in which the council has raised the loan and must pay the loan 
back and in which the income from the development goes to the national central fund whose 
remit it is to use this rolling fund to purchase more land for development; if it is nett of the 
council borrowings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41457/19]
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10/10/2019WRL05400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Where a local authority is developing new social housing on land it has acquired, including 
where the acquisition was financed by borrowings, the capital funding for the development that 
is provided by my Department recoups the amount of the loan and any associated loan interest 
charges, to the local authority.

Where a local authority has indicated an intention to make homes available at discounted 
prices under the affordable dwelling purchase arrangements, all proposals that have been sub-
mitted to my Department have been in respect of lands already under the ownership of local 
authorities. In adopting this approach, it allows a local authority leverage the value of the land 
and any subvention through the Serviced Site Fund (the purpose of which is to support local au-
thorities in addressing infrastructure/services issues on sites, rather than for purchasing lands) 
in order to deliver more affordable homes that can be sold at prices that are significantly lower 
than current market prices.

Any local authority considering purchasing land for the delivery of affordable housing 
would need to consider the extent to which the costs involved could be met while still deliver-
ing homes on the land at affordable prices.

10/10/2019WRL05500Traveller Accommodation

10/10/2019WRL05600271. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the funding allocated and drawn down by Wicklow County Council for Traveller accommoda-
tion in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [41475/19]

10/10/2019WRL05700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 
1998, housing authorities have statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommo-
dation needs of Travellers and the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual 
Traveller Accommodation Programmes (TAPs) in their areas.  My Department’s role is to en-
sure that there are adequate structures and supports in place to assist the authorities in providing 
such accommodation, including a national framework of policy, legislation and funding. 

Housing authorities submit funding proposals for individual Traveller-specific projects and 
developments on an annual basis.  These projects are assessed on a case-by-case basis by my 
Department in advance of allocations being made.  In addition, further funding may be con-
sidered by my Department throughout the year in the light of progress across the programme 
generally.  There is regular contact between my Department and housing authorities in order to 
try to ensure maximum progress and drawdown. 

The funding allocated to and drawn down by Wicklow County Council in each of the years 
2016-2018 and to date in 2019 for Traveller-specific accommodation is set out in the table be-
low:

Wicklow County Council

 Allocation € Drawdown €
2016 46,000 0
2017 53,000 44,000
2018 210,000 89,000
2019 105,000 0
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10/10/2019WRL05800Water Conservation

10/10/2019WRL05900272. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the status of measures he has taken to introduce a BER style water conservation rating 
for buildings in line with the recommendations by the Oireachtas Committee on the Funding of 
Domestic Water Services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41551/19]

10/10/2019WRL06000274. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the measures he has taken to fund promote water conservation systems in line with 
the recommendations by the Oireachtas Committee on the Future Funding of Domestic Water 
Services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41553/19]

10/10/2019WRL06100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 272 and 274 together.

The provisions of the Report of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on the Future Funding of 
Domestic Water Services have now been largely legislated for, as required, in the Water Servic-
es Act 2017.  Promoting the efficient and sustainable use of water is central to my Department’s 
water policy. The Government’s Water Services Policy Statement 2018-2025, as published in 
May last year, sets out the range of policy objectives across the key thematic areas of quality, 
conservation and future proofing that will be pursued between now and 2025.

In relation to the specific recommendations relating to the introduction of a BER style water 
conservation rating for buildings, and measures to promote water conservation systems, I look 
forward in due course to receiving the advice of An Fóram Uisce in relation to further practical 
steps that may be taken in response to the recommendations of the Joint Oireachtas Commit-
tee’s Report.  This forms part of the work programme of An Fóram.  

The issue of a rating system is just one element of promoting water conservation. Reflecting 
the provisions contained in the Water Services Act 2017 and, in line with the Report of the Joint 
Oireachtas Committee, the Water Services Policy Statement supports the promotion of water 
conservation and water resource management as an important element of water services policy 
that is reflected in strategic investment planning by Irish Water. For the period of the Policy 
Statement, this involves the prioritisation of multifaceted programmes around leak detection 
and repair, network improvements, cost effective metering, public awareness campaigns and 
funding to fix customer side leaks. The National Leakage Reduction Programme in particular 
includes investment of some €250 million over the next four years under the Find and Fix repair 
scheme and the Water Mains Rehabilitation programme.

Legislative provision to discourage the excessive use of water services was included in the 
Water Services Act 2017. Excessive usage is determined by reference to the threshold amount 
of 213,000 litres per household per annum as specified by ministerial order with effect from 1 
January 2018, in line with provisions contained in sections 8 and 9 of the Water Services Act 
2017.

Irish Water is responsible for developing and implementing the necessary administrative 
arrangements, including billing arrangements, subject to oversight and approval by the Com-
mission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU).  

It should be noted that in July  2019, the Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU) an-
nounced its final determination, following a comprehensive public consultation process, on the 
new excessive usage charges and charging arrangements that will apply to domestic households 
deemed to be using water services excessively i.e. using water services above the annual thresh-
old allowance of 213,000 litres per household. The charges and charging arrangements now in 
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place are consistent with the comprehensive overview set out in my letter of 15 July 2019 to the 
Joint Oireachtas Committee on Housing, Planning and Local Government. 

The overall aim is to encourage water conservation rather than to generate revenue.  On this 
basis, I understand that Irish Water will work proactively with relevant customers to identify 
whatever practical steps may be necessary in order to address their situation and bring their con-
sumption back within the threshold level.   Additional allowance amounts for water usage will 
be available to larger households (where the number of residents exceeds four) and exemptions 
will be available in cases of medical need.

The Report of the Joint Oireachtas Committee recommended a proactive approach to pro-
moting awareness of water conservation, and Irish Water places a strong emphasis on this im-
portant area. A dedicated section on the Irish Water website provides information in relation 
to water conservation at www.water.ie/bewatersmart. The content includes suggested lifestyle 
changes to save water and information on how to check for water leaks in the home. Informa-
tion is also available on water saving devices outside of the home, including rainwater butts and 
rainwater reuse for the farming sector. 

Irish Water’s website also has a facility where members of the public can report leaks in 
public areas. Based on the information provided, Irish Water will follow up to confirm a leak on 
the public mains and complete a repair. 

Irish Water also supports a number of environmental education campaigns which raise 
awareness, promote understanding and encourage people to take action on water conservation 
issues. This includes the Green Schools Programme, which has delivered savings of 360 mil-
lion litres of water in schools in one year alone. Irish Water has also engaged with primary and 
secondary schools as part of Engineers Ireland’s Engineers Week, to increase knowledge and 
awareness of water conservation and its benefits to the environment. 

In addition, Irish Water has undertaken a research study to provide an in-depth understand-
ing of household water usage.  The findings, which show that, in general, people agree with 
the need to value and conserve water, will help guide the roll out of product and behavioural 
interventions to improve water conservation in Ireland. 

10/10/2019WRL06200Environmental Protection Agency Funding

10/10/2019WRL06300273. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the measures he has taken to review the research budget of the EPA on water manage-
ment and conservation in line with the recommendations by the Oireachtas Committee on the 
Funding of Domestic Water Services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41552/19]

10/10/2019WRL06400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), as environmental regulator, is responsible for set-
ting quality standards and enforcing compliance with EU Directives and national regulations 
for drinking water supplies and wastewater discharges to water bodies. Irish Water is the lead 
authority in relation to the management and conservation of public water supplies.

My Department engages on an ongoing basis with the EPA in relation to its role in respect 
of water and wastewater services, including with regard to the resource implications arising 
from its responsibilities. Under its Water Quality Programme, my Department funds the EPA 
to conduct a range of activities to facilitate and support the implementation of the EU Water 
Framework Directive, including the water quality monitoring of rivers, lakes, estuaries and 
groundwater.
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In relation to research matters it should be noted that funding for the EPA’s research pro-
gramme on climate, sustainability and water is allocated under the Vote of the Department of 
Communications, Climate Action and the Environment.  Proposals in relation to water related 
research are evaluated by the Water Research Co-ordination Group, which includes representa-
tion from my Department together with other relevant Departments and agencies and which 
takes on board national policy on water conservation as set out in the Water Services Policy 
Statement 2018-2025, which in turn takes account of the 2017 Report of the Joint Oireachtas 
Committee on the Future Funding of Domestic Water Services which was approved by both 
Houses of the Oireachtas.

  Question No. 274 answered with Question No. 272.

10/10/2019WRL06600Housing Agency Data

10/10/2019WRL06700275. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the details of the €70 million rolling Housing Agency fund by county; the number of 
units delivered per annum since its inception to date by county; the average cost for each unit; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41554/19]

10/10/2019WRL06800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under Actions 1.1, 2.5 and 5.6 of Rebuilding Ireland: Action Plan for Housing and Homeless-
ness, the Housing Agency is actively engaged with banks and investment companies in relation 
to its acquisitions programme.  A revolving  Acquisitions Fund of €70m has been established 
with the objective of acquiring some 1,600 homes over the period to 2021, for onward  sale to 
Approved Housing Bodies for use for social housing purposes.

The following table sets out the number of homes acquired and under Caretaker Lease and 
the average costs per county per annum from 2017 to end Q2 2019.

Local Authority    Number of Homes    Average Purchase Price    Total to Date    
Carlow    
2018 1 €135,000  
2019 5 €161,120  
Total  6 €156,767 €940,600 
    
Cavan    
2018 4 €106,813  
2019 1 €125,000  
Total  5 €110,450 €552,250 
    
Clare    
2018 4 €112,500  
2019 1 €170,000  
Total  5 €124,000 €620,000 
    
Cork CITY    
2018 7 €185,971  
Total  7 €185,971 €1,301,800 
    
Cork COUNTY    
2018 32 €175,816  
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Local Authority    Number of Homes    Average Purchase Price    Total to Date    
2019 33 €158,503  
Total  65 €167,026 €10,856,700 
    
Donegal    
2017 1 €85,000  
2018 7 €82,000  
2019 1 €135,000  
Total  9 €88,222 €794,000 
    
Dublin City    
2017 5 €252,600  
2018 97 €257,259  
2019 12 €291,334  
Total  114 €260,642 €29,713,144 
    
Dun Laoghaire    
2018 8 €272,938  
2019 5 €272,800  
Total  13 €272,885 €3,547,500 
    
Fingal    
2017 1 €165,000  
2018 79 €199,849  
2019 6 €255,876  
Total 86 €203,352 €17,488,305 
    
Galway CITY    
2017 1 €131,000  
2018 4 €242,500  
2019 1 €213,582  
Total 6 €219,097 €1,314,582 
    
Galway COUNTY    
2017 1 €120,000  
2018 17 €162,794  
2019 3 €135,667  
Total  21 €156,881 €3,294,500 
    
Kerry    
2017 9 €190,000  
2018 4 €105,750  
2019 2 €167,500  
Total 15 €164533 €2,468,000 
    
Kildare    
2017 7 €272,500  
2018 36 €204,729  
2019 9 €176,289  
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Local Authority    Number of Homes    Average Purchase Price    Total to Date    
Total 52 €208,930 €10,864,350 
    
Kilkenny    
2018 5 €120,700  
2019 2 €127,867  
Total 7 €122,748 €859,233 
    
Laois    
2017 1 €165,000  
2018 19 €149,579  
Total 20 €150,350 €3,007,000 
    
Leitrim    
2018 3 €86,667  
2019 1 €94,500  
Total 4 €88,625 €354,500 
    
Limerick    
2018 9 €144,000  
2019 2 €217,500  
Total 11 €157,364 €1,731,000 
    
Longford    
2018 3 €119,000  
2019 2 €116,000  
Total 5 €117,800 €589,000 
    
Louth    
2018 7 €159,429  
2019 3 €170,000  
Total  10 €162,600 €1,626,000 
    
Mayo    
2018 2 €125,000  
2019 1 €91,963  
Total  3 €113,988 €341,963 
    
Meath    
2017 3 €168,333  
2018 14 €179,071  
2019 9 €202,003  
Total  26 €185,770 €4,830,030 
    
Monaghan    
2018 3 €133,333  
Total  3 €133,333 €400,000 
    
Offaly    
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Local Authority    Number of Homes    Average Purchase Price    Total to Date    
2018 8 €127,500  
2019 3 €130,667  
Total  11 €128,364 €1,412,000 
    
Roscommon    
2018 1 €115,000  
Total  1 €115,000 €115,000 
    
Sligo    
2018 1 €110,000  
Total  1 €110,000 €110,000 
    
South Dublin    
2017 5 €190,000  
2018 36 €202,083  
2019 12 €225,800  
Total  53 €206,313 €10,934,600 
    
Tipperary    
2018 29 €107,082  
2019 8 €105,000  
Total  37 €106,632 €3,945,375 
    
Waterford    
2018 14 €126,714  
2019 1 €76,684  
Total  15 €123,379 €1,850,684 
    
Westmeath    
2017 1 €95,000  
2018 7 €150,436  
2019 2 €144,000  
Total  10 €143,605 €1,436,050 
    
Wexford    
2017 1 €60,000  
2018 11 €116,909  
2019 1 €126,000  
Total  13 €113,231 €1,472,000 
    
Wicklow    
2018 9 €267,019  
2019 2 €241,600  
Total  11 €262,397 €2,886,370 
    
Grand Total 645 €188,615 €121,656,536 
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10/10/2019WRL06900Local Authority Housing

10/10/2019WRL07000276. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the new guidelines being issued in regard to local housing assessment needs in each 
local authority as outlined under the new national planning framework; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41555/19]

10/10/2019WRL07100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The preparation, in the context of National Policy Objective 37 of the National Planning Frame-
work (NPF), of a “Housing Need and Demand Assessment” (HNDA) for each local authority 
area, will be important in estimating likely future housing need.  Work on this process has com-
menced in my Department, which includes the establishment of an expert advisory group.

An evidence-based approach will form the basis of a more accurate and consistent projec-
tion of demand for different tenures, types and sizes of housing, including specialist housing 
need.  The HNDA methodology will comprise guidance and an assessment tool, that will in-
form local authority Housing Strategy requirements. 

As well as assisting local authorities in ensuring that long-term strategic housing needs are 
planned for and can met, the HNDA process will also inform the preparation of City and County 
Development Plans, and in particular their core strategy requirements.

Work on guidance for local authorities in this regard is being undertaken in conjunction with 
a parallel set of updated guidance on the preparation of Development Plans, many of which are 
due to commence variation or review in the coming months.  

It is of note that an aggregate view of HNDAs will assist in forming a national picture and 
reporting overall, including, in particular, monitoring and assessing delivery and performance 
in line with national objectives.  It is intended that draft guidance on both HNDA and Develop-
ment Plans will be available for consideration by the end of the year.

10/10/2019WRL07200Planning Issues

10/10/2019WRL07300277. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the headquarters, number of staff, estimated full staff complement of the office of the 
planning regulator; when it will be fully operational; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41556/19]

10/10/2019WRL07400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Office of the Planning Regulator (OPR) is currently based in temporarily leased office ac-
commodation located at 77 Sir John Rogerson’s Quay in Dublin 2 and will be moving to prem-
ises on the North Circular Road in the coming months. 

The OPR currently employs 17 staff including the Chief Executive, and will have a full staff 
complement of 21 once recruitment is concluded in the near future. 

The Planning Regulator is currently responsible for assessment of all local authority and re-
gional assembly forward planning, including zoning decisions. The Regulator has been tasked 
with ensuring that planning authorities are operating with the highest standards of integrity and 
best practice, giving the public confidence that important planning decisions are taken in line 
with national policy.  

The Regulator has the power to review the organisation, systems and procedures used by 
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any planning authority or An Bord Pleanála and I understand he will be commencing his Pro-
gramme of Reviews in early 2020.

Additionally, the OPR will drive national research, education and public information pro-
grammes to highlight the role and benefit of planning. A new training programme for elected 
representatives will be launched this week and is intended to provide elected members with 
enhanced knowledge of the planning process, reaffirming their roles and responsibilities within 
the planning system and their functions in relation to ensuring proper planning and sustainable 
development. 

10/10/2019WRM00200Legislative Measures

10/10/2019WRM00300278. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number, date of publication and details of post enactment reports published by his 
Department since March 2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41568/19]

10/10/2019WRM00400279. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of acts passed since March 2011 that his Department is responsible for; the 
date each act was signed into law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41584/19]

10/10/2019WRM00500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 278 and 279 together.

Details of the primary legislation enacted since March 2011, for which my Department has 
or had responsibility, are set out in the following table.  Some of these Acts, or parts of certain 
Acts, are no longer the responsibility of my Department due to subsequent changes in the func-
tional responsibilities of Departments.

My Department has not published any post-enactment reports since March 2011.

Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government  Primary Legislation En-
acted   from March 2011 to October 2019

Year Act Date
2011 Electoral (Amendment) Act 2011 (Number 14  of 2011) 25/07/2011

Environment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2011 (Number 2 of 2011) 02/08/2011
Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 (Number 36 of 2011) 19/12/2011

2012 Water Services (Amendment) Act 2012 (Number 2 of 2012) 02/02/2012
Motor Vehicle (Duties and Licences) Act 2012 (Number 10 of 2012) 02/04/2012
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2012 (Number 17 of 2012) 08/06/2012
Dormant Accounts (Amendment) Act 2012 (Number 23 of 2012) 11/07/2012
Electoral (Amendment) Act 2012 (Number 27 of 2012) 18/07/2012
Electoral (Amendment) (Political Funding) Act 2012 (Number 36 of 2012) 28/07/2012

2013 Water Services Act 2013 (Number 6 of 2013) 20/03/2013
Electoral (Amendment) (Dáil Constituencies) Act 2013 (Number 7 of 2013) 20/03/2013
Motor Vehicle (Duties and Licences) Act 2013 (Number 9 of 2013) 28/03/2013
Non-Use of Motor Vehicles Act 2013 (Number 16 of 2013) 04/06/2013
Housing (Amendment) Act 2013 (Number 22 of 2013)  02/07/2013
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Year Act Date
Electoral, Local Government and Planning and Development Act 2013 (Number 
27 of 2013)

22/07/2013

Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 (Number 50 of 2013) 25/12/2013
Pyrite Resolution Act 2013 (number 51 of 2013) 25/12/2013

2014 Local Government Reform Act 2014 (Number 1 of 2014) 27/01/2014
European Parliament Elections (Amendment) Act 2014 (Number 2 of 2014) 05/02/2014
Electoral (Amendment) Act 2014 (Number 8 of 2014) 16/04/2014
Radiological Protection (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014 (Number 20 of 
2014)

23/07/2014

Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014 (Number 21 of 2014) 28/07/2014
Electoral (Amendment) (No. 2) Act 2014 (Number 24 of 2014) 26/07/2014
Water Services Act 2014 (Number 44 of 2014) 28/12/2014

2015 Environment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2015 (Number 29 of 2015) 27/07/2015
Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015 (Number 33 of 2015)  28/07/2015
Motor Vehicles (Duties and Licences) Act 2015 (Number 41 of 2015) 02/12/2015
Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2015 (Number 42 of 2015) 04/12/2015
Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015 (Number 46 of 2015) 10/12/2015
Dublin Docklands Development Authority (Dissolution) Act 2015 (Number 55 of 
2015)

24/12/2015

Electoral (Amendment) Act 2015 (Number 62 of 2015) 29/12/2015
Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2015 (Number 63 of 2015) 29/12/2015

2016 Electoral (Amendment) Act 2016 (Number 5 of 2016) 24/07/2016
Water Services (Amendment) Act 2016 (Number 7 of 2016) 26/07/2016
Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016 (Num-
ber 17 of 2016)

23/12/2016

2017 Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2017 (Number 20 of 2017) 19/07/2017
Water Services Act 2017 (Number 29 of 2017) 17/11/2017
Electoral (Amendment) (Dáil Constituencies) Act 2017 (Number 39 of 2017) 23/12/2017

2018 Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2018 (Number 16 of 2018) 19/07/2018

2019 Local Government Act 2019 (Number 1 of 2019) 25/01/2019
European Parliament Elections (Amendment) Act 2019 (Number 7 of 2019) 12/03/2019
Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2019 (Number 14 of 2019) 24/05/2019
Local Government Rates and other Matters Act 2019 (Number 24 of 2019) 11/07/2019

10/10/2019WRM00700Greenways Provision

10/10/2019WRM00800280. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the status of progress of the Grand Canal greenway project between Sallins and Hazelhatch (de-
tails supplied); the timeline for completion of the project; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [41504/19]

10/10/2019WRM00900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Water-
ways Ireland, which is funded by my Department, is working closely with Local Authorities 
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and The National Transport Authority along the route of the Royal and Grand canals to advance 
development of the canal towpaths into long distance Greenways for walking and cycling.

In June 2019, The Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport awarded  Kildare County 
Council €1.7m under the Strategy for the Future Development of National and Regional Gre-
enways  for the development of a section of the Grand Canal Greenway from Aylmer Bridge to 
Sallins.

Waterways Ireland understands that a tender for the works is currently being prepared by 
Kildare County Council, with works due to commence in 2020 and completion expected by the 
end of 2021.

10/10/2019WRM01000Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Payments

10/10/2019WRM01100281. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
steps she will take to ensure that a person (details supplied) is paid the appropriate compensa-
tion for cessation of turf cutting; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41513/19]

10/10/2019WRM01200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): An appli-
cation for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme was received 
by my Department from the individual referred to in the Deputy’s Question. With respect to 36 
raised bog natural heritage area sites, the qualifying criteria for the scheme are that:

- The applicant must have had a legal interest (ownership or a turbary right (right to cut 
turf)) in one of these sites on 25 May 2010 and must have had the right to cut and remove turf 
from the property on that date;

-  The applicant must have been cutting turf on the land in question during the relevant five 
year period up to 14 January 2014;

-  The turf resource on the site has not been exhausted; and

-  No turf cutting or associated activity is ongoing on the property.   

I am advised that an onsite inspection of the plot of bog in respect of which the applicant has 
applied for compensation is scheduled to be carried out by Department officials in the coming 
weeks. My Department will be in a position to further process the application when this inspec-
tion has been completed.

10/10/2019WRM01300Legislative Measures

10/10/2019WRM01400282. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number, date of publication and details of post enactment reports published by her Department 
since March 2011, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41561/19]

10/10/2019WRM01500283. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of acts passed since March 2011 that her Department is responsible for; the date each 
act was signed into law; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41577/19]

10/10/2019WRM01600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 282 and 283 together.

I would refer the Deputy to replies given to the House in relation to previous question put 
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down in relation to these matters: Dáil Questions No. 3006 of 23rd July 2019 and No. 285 6th 
December 2018. 

Six Acts brought forward by my Department have been signed into law since 2011, details 
of which are  set out in the table below.  

Name of Act Date Act signed into law 
Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2012 24 July 2012
Acht na Gaeltachta 2012 25 July 2012
National Cultural Institutions   (National Concert 
Hall) Act 2015

10 December 2015

National Archives (Amendment)   Act 2018* 14 July 2018
Heritage Act 2018 18 July 2018
Irish Film Board (Amendment)   Act 2018 24th December 2018

*Act has not yet been commenced

The position in relation to post-enactment reports undertaken by my Department in respect 
of these Acts is set out below.

The purpose of the National Cultural Institutions (National Concert Hall) Act 2015 was to 
place the National Concert Hall on a statutory footing and provide for appropriate reporting and 
accounting to the Minister and onwards to the Oireachtas, while not impinging on curatorial in-
dependence.  A post enactment report in respect of this legislation was lodged in the Oireachtas 
library on Monday 15 July 2019.

The Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2012, extended arrangements set out in the Wildlife (Amend-
ment) Act 2010 regarding provisions that deemed all holders of valid firearm certificates issued 
for shotguns between August 1st 2009 and July 31st   2012 to be the holders of a hunting licence 
under the Wildlife Acts for the purposes of hunting game bird and hare species.  Given that the 
practical effect of this change was considered minimal, it has not been considered necessary to 
undertake a post enactment report.

An tAcht na Gaeltachta 2012, provided for the introduction of a language planning process, 
primarily in Gaeltacht areas, as set out in the 20 Year Strategy for the Irish Language 2010-2030 
and for changes in the size of, and method of appointment of members to,  the board of Údarás 
na Gaeltachta. As the full impact of both of these provisions would only become fully evident 
over the course of an extended period the appropriate timing for the undertaking of a Post En-
actment Report of this Act remains under consideration.

The conduct of post enactment reports in respect of the National Archives (Amendment) 
Act 2018, the Heritage Act 2018, and the Irish Film Board (Amendment) Act 2018, all of which 
were enacted in 2018,  will also be considered in due course.

10/10/2019WRM01800Archaeological Sites

10/10/2019WRM01900284. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if there are plans to designate An Sruthán Pier, Carraroe, County Galway as a cultural heritage 
asset; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41592/19]

10/10/2019WRM02000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My role, 
as Minister, with regard to the protection and management of our built heritage is set out in the 
provisions of relevant legislation, as are the roles of local authorities and the responsibilities of 



Questions - Written Answers

142

owners.  

Part IV of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, provides for the protec-
tion of architectural heritage.  The Act gives primary responsibility to planning authorities to 
identify and protect the architectural heritage by including relevant structures on the Record of 
Protected Structures (RPS).  Inclusion on the RPS places a duty of care on the owners and oc-
cupiers of protected structures and also gives planning authorities powers to deal with develop-
ment proposals affecting them and to seek to safeguard their future.

While there is  no provision or process to designate a cultural heritage asset, as the Deputy 
suggests, my Department maintains the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH), a 
State initiative to identify, record, and evaluate the post-1700 architectural heritage, uniformly 
and consistently, as an aid in the protection and conservation of the built heritage.  Based on this 
survey, I recommend structures rated as being of regional importance or above to the planning 
authorities for inclusion on the RPS.  

The NIAH surveys are intended to be representative of structures surveyed in a particular 
area and are not comprehensive. In this regard, the NIAH survey for County Galway included 
eleven piers, which would have been part of the Ministerial Recommendations to the Council 
for inclusion on their RPS. While An Sruthán pier was not included in the NIAH survey it re-
mains the case that the making of an addition to, or a deletion from, the RPS for County Galway 
is a reserved function of Galway County Council.

In addition, under the provisions of the National Monuments Acts 1930-2014, my Depart-
ment maintains the Record of Monuments and Places (RMP), which affords legal protection 
to over 120,000 recorded archaeological sites and monuments in the State.  Anyone proposing 
works to a monument that is recorded must give my Department two months notice before 
works can start.  I understand that An Sruthán pier is not on the RMP, however the National 
Monuments Service of my Department is currently investigating whether there are sites in the 
vicinity of the pier which may be of archaeological interest.


