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Census of Population Publication

08/10/2019WRA004001. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach further to Parliamentary Question No. 
6 of 23 July 2019, the way in which and-or procedure in which the 1911 census records were 
released early; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40741/19]

08/10/2019WRA00500Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Seán Kyne): The 1901 
and 1911 censuses were undertaken under British legislation and were not subject to the Statis-
tics Acts of 1926 and 1993. The census records for these years were made available as public 
records in 1961 via a warrant made by the Minister for Justice under the Public Records (Ire-
land) Act, 1867. 

The National Archives of Ireland established a research partnership with Library and Ar-
chives Canada to facilitate the digitisation, indexing and contextualisation of the 1901 and 1911 
census records. Further detailed information about the digitisation of the records prior to their 
release by the National Archives can be found at the following link: http://www.census.nation-
alarchives.ie/about/index.html.

Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

08/10/2019WRA006002. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he has met or spoken with the DUP 
leader, Ms Arlene Foster, since 2 October 2019; if the EU response to alternative suggestion 
by the UK Government to the backstop was discussed; and if the Northern Assembly will be 
restored before 21 October 2019. [40812/19]

08/10/2019WRA007003. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he has discussed the reaction from busi-
ness groups in Northern Ireland to the latest suggestions from the UK Government on custom 
checks with the leader of the DUP; and her reaction to same. [40813/19]

08/10/2019WRA00800The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 2 and 3 together.

I last met Mrs. Arlene Foster, leader of the DUP in Government Buildings on the evening of 
18 September when we discussed Brexit developments at that time and also discussed the polit-
ical situation in Northern Ireland and ongoing efforts to restore the power-sharing institutions. 
I emphasised the Government’s full commitment to all aspects of the Good Friday Agreement,  
and our continuing determination to secure the effective operation of all of its institutions. 

While I am aware of the negative reaction from business groups in Northern Ireland to the 
UK Government’s proposals for a new protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland, including those 
relating to customs arrangements on the island of Ireland, I have not discussed these with Mrs 
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Foster.

08/10/2019WRA00850Cabinet Committees

08/10/2019WRA009004. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the Cabinet committee which covers poli-
cy on direct provision centres; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40819/19]

08/10/2019WRA01000The Taoiseach: The Cabinet Committee on Social Policy and Public Services covers issues 
relating to health and Sláintecare, education, children, equality, social inclusion; Irish language, 
arts and culture; and continued improvements and reform of public services. The issues of Di-
rect Provision and the Irish Refugee Protection Programme are also covered.

Defence Forces Recruitment

08/10/2019WRA011005. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the reason for the 
lowering of the age limit for entry to cadetships from 28 to 26; the research and consideration 
undertaken prior to making the change; the decision making process he and his Department 
followed in agreeing to the proposal by the military authorities to bring the age down to 26; the 
consideration given to the talent pool of graduates and non-graduates between 26 to 28 years of 
age that the change disqualifies from entering cadetships (details supplied); if he is considering 
reverting the upper age limit for cadetships to 28 years of age which is considered best practice 
across many European states; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40784/19]

08/10/2019WRA01200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The age require-
ments for entry into the Defence Forces are laid down in the relevant Defence Forces Regula-
tions (DFRs).  

In 2017, the military authorities proposed that the upper age limit for entry to cadetships be 
reduced from 28 years to 26 years. This has been implemented on a phased basis. The upper age 
limits for enlistment are determined on the basis that the essential functions of the Permanent 
Defence Force require its members to be able-bodied personnel of an age group which is com-
mensurate with the functional requirements of the organisation. 

The recent report of the Public Service Pay Commission recommended consideration of 
increasing graduate entry,  which could be enabled by extending entry age. The Government’s 
High Level Implementation plan provides for a review of recruitment which will include con-
sideration of entry age criteria. This review has commenced. 

08/10/2019WRB00200Defence Forces Data

08/10/2019WRB003006. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number 
of females who joined the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service in 2018 and to-date in 2019; the 
number of females who are in training for the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service as at 30 Sep-
tember 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40926/19]

08/10/2019WRB00400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The following 
table illustrates the number of females that joined the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service in 
2018 and to-date in 2019 by Branch, as at 30th September 2019.
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Army Air Corps Naval Service Total
Inducted 2018 39 1 10 50
Inducted 2019 13 1 2 16

All members of the Permanent Defence Force who are not deployed on operations or en-
gaged in duties, while remaining available for service at all times, are otherwise engaged in 
constant ongoing training.

The Government is committed to a policy of equal opportunity for men and women through-
out the Defence Forces and to the full participation by women in all aspects of Defence Forces 
activities. This is underlined by a commitment in the Programme for Government to increase 
the level of female participation in the Defence Forces.

08/10/2019WRB00500Civil Defence

08/10/2019WRB006007. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the policy for the 
disposal of Civil Defence uniforms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40937/19]

08/10/2019WRB00700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Civil Defence 
policy is set by me as Minister with Responsibility for Defence through the Civil Defence 
Branch of my Department. 

There are policies with regard to the disposal of Civil Defence vehicles and boats. Cur-
rently there is no policy regarding the disposal of Civil Defence uniforms. This issue is being 
addressed by my officials.

08/10/2019WRB00800Northern Ireland

08/10/2019WRB009008. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has jurisdiction over the inner six mile zone around Northern Ireland; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40623/19]

08/10/2019WRB01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
waters within Northern Ireland’s 0-6 mile limits are part of the 12 nautical mile territorial sea 
adjacent to Northern Ireland and are relevant for the purposes of the longstanding ‘voisinage ar-
rangement’.  Under that arrangement Northern Ireland vessels have been permitted to fish in the 
State’s 0-6 mile limit, and Irish vessels to fish within the same limits off Northern Ireland.  The 
arrangement was an exception to the general rules on fishing access made by the 1964 London 
Fisheries Convention, and these arrangements were carried over into the Common Fisheries 
Policy when both Ireland and the UK joined the then European Economic Community.

08/10/2019WRB01100Brexit Negotiations

08/10/2019WRB012009. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has spoken to or met with his UK counterparts or other EU counterparts since the UK 
Government submitted its written alternative suggestions to the backstop to the EU; his views 
on whether it is a final offer; and his further views on whether the Prime Minister is determined 
to scrap the backstop. [40811/19]
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08/10/2019WRB01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
officials and I remain in on-going contact with representatives from other EU Member States 
and the European Commission on a range of EU issues including Brexit.  It is clear from these 
engagements that our EU partners remain strongly committed to ensuring a fully operational 
solution in the Withdrawal Agreement that avoids a hard border on the island of Ireland and 
protects the all-island economy and the integrity of the Single Market. 

I met with Northern Ireland Secretary Julian Smith on 4 October where we discussed a 
range of issues including the on-going challenges regarding Brexit.  However, as has been the 
case throughout this process, I have been clear that discussions on the Withdrawal Agreement, 
and the future relationship, are led by the Commission, on behalf of all Member States, and 
cannot be treated as a bilateral issue. 

The UK put forward its proposals for a new Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland on 2 Octo-
ber.  While Mr Barnier has welcomed the tabling of formal proposals, there is work to be done 
to narrow the considerable gap between the EU and UK positions.  Discussions are continuing 
in Brussels with a range of significant concerns on the EU side, notably as regards the British 
proposals on customs arrangements and on governance arrangements.  

Ireland and the EU want a deal – but it is very clear that any deal must respect the EU’s 
core objectives. Any alternative to the backstop must meet all of its objectives. It must protect 
the Good Friday Agreement in all its parts, avoiding a hard border, including any physical 
infrastructure and related checks and controls, protecting North South cooperation and the all 
island economy, and protecting the integrity of the EU’s Single Market and Customs Union and 
Ireland’s place in them. 

With 9 days until the European Council and 23 until 31 October, we hope that the UK en-
gages constructively with Michel Barnier and the Task Force as we all continue to work towards 
a deal and orderly UK withdrawal.  I and my officials will remain in contact with Michel Bar-
nier and his team.

08/10/2019WRB01400Brexit Negotiations

08/10/2019WRB0150010. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if an extension will be applied for and granted to the withdrawal of the UK from the European 
Union if it is not possible to negotiate or agree a Brexit deal at the EU Council meeting in Octo-
ber 2019 in view of the European Union (Withdrawal) (No. 2) Act 2019 (details supplied); and 
if the EU is planning for all scenarios. [40814/19]

08/10/2019WRB01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under 
Article 50.3 of the Treaty on European Union, an extension of the article 50 process requires the 
unanimous decision of the European Council, in agreement with the Member State concerned.

We note the terms of the European Union (Withdrawal) (No. 2) Act 2019, which, inter 
alia, would require an extension to Article 50 until 31 January 2020 be sought, if the House of 
Commons has not approved a deal, or has not approved leaving the EU without a deal, by 19 
October. At the same time, we note Prime Minister Johnson’s stated intention that the UK will 
leave the EU on 31 October. It would be inappropriate for me to comment on the application of 
UK legislation in this matter.  

If a request is made by the UK to extend the date of its departure from the EU, Ireland, to-
gether with our European partners, will consider it carefully, taking into account the reasons for 
a possible extension and the duration. Bearing in mind these considerations, Ireland is open to 
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such a request.

08/10/2019WRB01700Brexit Negotiations

08/10/2019WRB0180011. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if the written alternative arrangements from the UK relating to the withdrawal of the UK from 
the European Union are a breach of the agreement between the two Governments in Decem-
ber 2017; and his views on whether the Good Friday Agreement is also breached by same. 
[40815/19]

08/10/2019WRB01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): We 
welcome the fact that the UK has tabled formal proposals on 2 October.  As President Juncker 
has noted, the move towards full regulatory alignment of goods for Northern Ireland is a good 
step.   

However, any alternative to the backstop must meet all of its objectives. It must protect 
the Good Friday Agreement in all its parts, avoiding a hard border, including any physical 
infrastructure and related checks and controls, protecting North-South cooperation and the all-
island economy, and protecting the integrity of the EU’s Single Market and Customs Union and 
Ireland’s place within in this framework. The UK’s proposals as tabled with the Commission 
Taskforce on 2 October, do not meet all of these objectives.

It is deeply disappointing that the British Government have stepped back from their com-
mitments of December 2017.  Equally, the UK’s new stance on the future relationship, and their 
rejection of level-playing field issues, makes things more problematic.

 Ireland and the EU want a deal – but it is very clear that any deal must respect the EU’s core 
objectives. This was reconfirmed by EU Chief Negotiator Michel Barnier at our last meeting.    

 The Commission is continuing its examination of the UK proposals, and their discussions 
with the UK are ongoing in Brussels to clarify elements of the proposals.  We hope that the UK 
engages constructively with Michel Barnier and his team to narrow the gap between the EU 
and UK positions notably in areas such as customs arrangements, governance proposals and 
protecting the delicate balance of the Good Friday Agreement. 

08/10/2019WRB02000Overseas Development Aid

08/10/2019WRB0210012. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the steps he has taken to reach the 0.7% ODA-GNI investment commitment with respect to 
the overseas development aid budget in advance of budget 2020, as set out in the international 
development policy of Ireland in order to achieve sustainable development goals; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41128/19]

08/10/2019WRB02200Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): Ireland’s Official Development Assistance (ODA) is an essential element of our overall 
foreign policy and national presence overseas, enabling Ireland to respond to complex human 
needs and humanitarian crises around the world. Peer reviews by the Organisation for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development (OECD) have consistently stated that Ireland’s develop-
ment cooperation programme is of the highest quality. In addition, the Overseas Development 
Institute, an internationally recognised policy think-tank, recently ranked Ireland first in its 
efficiency at targeting extreme poverty. 
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Along with a group of likeminded countries, including other EU partners, the Government 
remains committed to making incremental, sustainable progress towards achieving the UN tar-
get of 0.7% of Gross National Income (GNI) by 2030. The Government reaffirmed its com-
mitment to delivering this target in its Global Ireland 2025 Strategy and in A Better World, 
Ireland’s policy for international development. In making this commitment, the Government 
recognised that reaching 0.7% will require a significant expansion in ODA volumes over the 
next decade and, importantly, that difficult choices would be required between competing pri-
orities, especially if economic circumstances change.

Based on current projections for economic growth achieving this target by 2030 would 
mean more than tripling the current allocations to ODA. Sustained, substantial and carefully 
managed increments will be required in order to maintain and improve on Ireland’s reputation 
for quality and given that the point of departure is 0.31% of GNI this year. 

The Government is already making progress, with Budget 2019 seeing the highest increase 
in funding available to ODA in over a decade. Irish ODA is forecast to reach almost €817 mil-
lion, an increase of approximately €110 million on 2018’s budget announcements.  

Budget 2020 is being prepared in exceptional circumstances and on the basis of Govern-
ment assessments of the implications of a possible no deal Brexit. Given the challenges that this 
may present, Budget 2020 is being framed prudently.

08/10/2019WRB02300Brexit Negotiations

08/10/2019WRB0240013. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will report on his latest meeting with Mr. Michel Barnier; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40520/19]

08/10/2019WRB02500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
officials and I remain in close, regular contact with the Commission Taskforce and with Mr 
Barnier.  I last met with Michel Barnier in Brussels on 27 September to exchange views on 
ongoing developments, including the Task Force’s discussions with the UK. He reiterated the 
EU’s strong commitment to ensuring a fully operational solution in the Withdrawal Agreement 
that avoids a hard border on the island of Ireland and protects the all-island economy and the 
integrity of the Single Market. 

The UK put forward its proposals for a new Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland on 2 Octo-
ber.  While Mr Barnier has welcomed the tabling of formal proposals, there is work to be done 
to narrow the considerable gap between the EU and UK positions.  Discussions are ongoing 
in Brussels with a range of significant concerns on the EU side, notably as regards the British 
proposals on customs arrangements and on governance arrangements.  

Ireland and the EU want a deal – but it is very clear that any deal must respect the EU’s 
core objectives. Any alternative to the backstop must meet all of its objectives. It must protect 
the Good Friday Agreement in all its parts, avoiding a hard border, including any physical 
infrastructure and related checks and controls, protecting North South cooperation and the all 
island economy, and protecting the integrity of the EU’s Single Market and Customs Union and 
Ireland’s place in them. 

With 9 days until the European Council and 23 until 31 October, we hope that the UK 
engages constructively with Michel Barnier and the Task Force as we all continue to work to-
wards a deal and orderly UK withdrawal. I and my officials are in ongoing contact with Michel 
Barnier and his team.
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I will meet Mr Barnier again later today in Brussels.

08/10/2019WRB02600Brexit Preparations

08/10/2019WRB0270014. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will report on the latest engagement by him and his officials with the European Commis-
sion regarding the need for and location of checks in the event of a no-deal Brexit; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40521/19]

08/10/2019WRB02800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): As 
the Government has made clear on a number of occasions, a no deal Brexit would result in far 
reaching change on the island of Ireland, with a particular impact on North-South trade. 

I will meet Michel Barnier later today to take stock of developments across a range of Brexit 
related issues.

   We are working closely with the European Commission to address our shared twin objec-
tives of avoiding a hard border on the island of Ireland, and protecting the Single Market and 
Ireland’s place in it. 

  These are highly politically sensitive and technically complex issues and officials are in 
ongoing contact and engagement with the Commission on them.

The goal is to reach an outcome with the Commission which enables us to provide reassur-
ance to Member States that Ireland is taking sufficient steps to protect the integrity of the Single 
Market, thus protecting our position within it.  

Any arrangements for the border in a no deal scenario will inevitably be sub-optimal and 
interim in nature.  They cannot provide the same level of protection as the backstop, and will 
result in significant disruption for Northern Ireland and the all island economy. 

08/10/2019WRB02900Good Friday Agreement

08/10/2019WRB0300015. Deputy James Browne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views regarding the citizenship of persons (details supplied) and their desire to remain 
within a country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40658/19]

08/10/2019WRB03100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Government is committed to ensuring that the vital citizenship and identity provisions of the 
Good Friday Agreement are respected and upheld in all relevant policy areas.

In the Good Friday Agreement, the Governments “recognise the birthright of all the people 
of Northern Ireland to identify themselves and be accepted as Irish or British, or both” and 
“confirm that their right to hold both British and Irish citizenship is accepted by both Govern-
ments” .

The Good Friday Agreement therefore includes an explicit right to both Irish and British 
citizenship, and an explicit right of people to identify and be accepted as Irish or British or both. 
These rights must be fully respected and taken account of in all relevant areas.

This question has specifically arisen in relation to immigration rules. In December 2018, 
I wrote to the then Secretary of State for Northern Ireland to raise the case of Ms. Emma De 
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Souza, the concerns in relation to the citizenship and identity provisions of the Good Friday 
Agreement, and to ask for a review of the issues.

In February, the then British Prime Minister acknowledged the serious concerns in this area, 
and pledged to “review the issues around citizenship urgently to deliver a long term solution 
consistent with the letter and spirit” of the Agreement. 

The Government is continuing to actively seek the outcome of that review with the new UK 
Government. I will be writing to the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Julian Smith, to 
affirm the Government’s expectation of an an expeditious and satisfactory outcome to the UK 
Government review, which is consistent with the letter and spirit of the Agreement.

My Department is remaining in regular contact with the De Souzas on behalf of the Gov-
ernment. The long-running case in the UK is having a considerable impact for the De Souza’s 
family life, and they face bearing the costs of continuing proceedings on appeal by the UK 
Government. I will be emphasising my concerns in this respect to the Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland. 

Rights and Citizenship matters under the Good Friday Agreement were also discussed at 
the British Irish Intergovernmental Conference held in London in May. At the Conference, both 
the Irish and UK Governments reaffirmed their commitment to working together, along with 
EU partners, to put in place arrangements that will allow Irish citizens in Northern Ireland to 
continue to have access to rights, opportunities and benefits that come with EU citizenship.

The Good Friday Agreement was agreed at a time when both Irish and British citizenships 
also entailed EU citizenship. After the UK exits the EU, this will no longer be the case. In or-
der to fully uphold the spirit of the Agreement, where issues arise, they should be addressed in 
a way that avoids any difference in entitlements based on citizenship. In particular, people in 
Northern Ireland should not be required to renounce Irish or British citizenship in order to ac-
cess an entitlement.

The Government will continue to engage with the UK Government to ensure that the vital 
citizenship and identity provisions of the Good Friday Agreement are upheld in all relevant 
policy areas.

08/10/2019WRB03200Passport Applications

08/10/2019WRB0330016. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the status of a passport application in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40669/19]

08/10/2019WRB03400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): All 
passport applications are subject to the provisions of the Passports Act, 2008 (“The Act”). Sec-
tion 14 of the Act provides, among other things, that for a passport to issue to a child under 18 
years of age, the consent of all the child’s guardians must be received by the Passport Service.

Passport applications for children have specific witnessing requirements in respect of estab-
lishing the child applicant’s identity and establishing that consent for the issuance of a passport 
from all the child’s guardians has been granted.

I am advised by the Passport Service that the Embassy through which the application was 
originally lodged has been unable to contact witness noted on the application form through the 
phone number provided. Staff at the Embassy are currently attempting to contact the witness by 
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alternative means so that the witnessing of the application can be verified but in the event that 
this is not possible in the coming week the Embassy will be in touch with the child’s guardians 
so that an alternative witness can be provided.

08/10/2019WRB03500International Agreements

08/10/2019WRB0360017. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
when Ireland will sign an international treaty on business and human rights; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40675/19]

08/10/2019WRB03700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
question of a legally binding treaty to regulate the activities of transnational corporations and 
other business enterprises has been under consideration by an open-ended inter-governmental 
working group on transnational corporations and other business enterprises, which was estab-
lished on foot of a resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council in 2014 and has held four 
sessions to date.   

The fifth session of the Inter-Governmental Working Group will take place in Geneva from 
14 to 18 October and will consider, for the first time, the draft text of a legally binding in-
strument to regulate the activities of transnational corporations and other business enterprises, 
which has been circulated by Ecuador, the chair of the Working Group. The EU will attend the 
forthcoming session and, while welcoming the improvements in the draft, will signal that it 
needs to complete a comprehensive analysis of the text before entering into detailed negotia-
tions.  It is also likely that the EU will avail of the opportunity to pose a number of questions 
on issues of concern.   

Ireland is open to looking at options for progress on a legally binding treaty.  With regard 
to its scope, we believe that all economic operators, whether transnational or purely domestic, 
should be treated in a non-discriminatory manner. We would also wish to see essential human 
rights principles reflected in any possible instrument, which should reaffirm the universality, in-
divisibility and interdependence of human rights and stress the primary responsibility of States 
under existing human rights obligations to protect against human rights violations. 

Ultimately, if it is to achieve its objectives, any legally binding instrument should enjoy 
broad support among UN Member States to ensure its effectiveness as well as international 
coherence in the framework of business and human rights.  On this point, I would note that of 
the 22 countries which to date have adopted National Plans on Business and Human Rights, 16, 
including Ireland, are EU Member States.  We would like to see any new initiative build on, 
rather than duplicate, existing measures such as the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enter-
prises and the ILO Tripartite Declaration of Principles Concerning Multinational Enterprises 
and Social Policy. Above all we believe that it should be rooted in the UN Guiding Principles on 
Business and Human Rights.  In this regard, we are of the view that the UN Working Party on 
Business and Human Rights and the annual UN Forum on Business and Human Rights provide 
appropriate fora for consideration of any new initiatives.

08/10/2019WRB03800Foreign Conflicts

08/10/2019WRB0390018. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
status of the situation in Yemen; the recent steps taken by the EU and the international commu-
nity to address the ongoing instability; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40767/19]
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08/10/2019WRB04000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
ongoing crisis in Yemen remains extremely worrying. Ireland and the EU have been clear from 
the beginning that this situation can only be solved by political means, and that efforts to impose 
a military solution will be both fruitless and dangerous. We fully support the efforts of the UN 
Special Envoy for Yemen, Martin Griffiths, to bring about a political resolution, starting with 
the implementation of the December 2018 Stockholm Agreement, which was signed by the 
Government of Yemen and the Houthi de facto authorities. 

Despite the positive sign which the Stockholm conference represented, recent months have 
seen continued violence. Coalition airstrikes in Dhamar province on 1 September killed dozens 
of people, and Ireland fully supports the EU statement in response to that attack. Mr Griffiths re-
ported in September that there has been some progress on the implementation of the Stockholm 
Agreement, with discussions taking place in Hodeidah on practical issues such as ceasefire 
enhancement, disengagement from the frontlines and the redeployment of forces. The release 
of underage prisoners by the Government of Yemen and the Coalition, and the release of 300 
prisoners by the Houthi de facto authorities, represent positive steps.  The UN Special Envoy 
was in Sana’a last week for further discussions. 

The opening of a new front in August 2019 around the southern port city of Aden, with the 
outbreak of fighting between former allies the Government of Yemen and the Southern Tran-
sitional Council, is a worrying development in what was already a multifaceted and extremely 
complex conflict. I support efforts to mediate between the two sides in this new situation. 

EU Foreign Ministers discussed the situation in Yemen twice this year, and our support for 
the UN process has been unequivocal. UNSE Griffiths has thanked the EU for its support in get-
ting the parties to the table and sustaining the political pressure, saying it would not have been 
possible to reach agreement in Stockholm without the EU. 

The EU is the largest donor to the UN Verification and Inspection Mechanism (UNVIM). 
UNVIM was established in May 2016 to facilitate more efficient verification that imports of 
commercial goods at Yemen’s ports do not contain arms. Following the Stockholm Agreement, 
UNVIM has also been assigned the role of supporting the Yemen Red Sea Ports Corporation in 
the management and inspection of ports. The UNVIM operation is making an important contri-
bution to ensuring the continued flow of commercial goods to Yemen. 

This conflict has had devastating humanitarian effects, with almost 80% of the population 
of Yemen in need of humanitarian assistance. The EU is a very significant donor to Yemen, and 
has contributed over €700 million in development and humanitarian assistance to the country 
since the crisis began in 2015, of which €440 million was humanitarian aid. In addition to con-
tributing our national share to these EU funds, on a bilateral basis Ireland has provided €21.5 
million in humanitarian assistance in Yemen since 2015.   

Ireland’s positions on the need for a political solution, on humanitarian access, and on at-
tacks against civilians and violations of international humanitarian law, have been very clearly 
conveyed to Saudi Arabia, UAE, and to Iran, which has given support to the Houthi de facto au-
thorities. Ireland, the UN, the EU and the wider international community will continue to work 
to alleviate the humanitarian crisis and press for a political solution for the people of Yemen.

08/10/2019WRB04100Foreign Conflicts

08/10/2019WRB0420019. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his 
views on recent developments in Hong Kong; if this matter has been discussed formally at EU 
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level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40768/19]

08/10/2019WRB0430022. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the position with regard to recent riots in Hong Kong concerning proposed extradition legisla-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40795/19]

08/10/2019WRB04400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 19 and 22 together.

I remain concerned by the recent developments in Hong Kong, in particular the escalation 
of violence which took place on 1 October. The Consulate General of Ireland in Hong Kong, 
along with the EU Office and representatives of other EU Member States, have been engaging 
regularly in Brussels and locally in Hong Kong on this matter and are monitoring developments 
closely.

As I have noted previously in this House, Ireland supports the right to peaceful assembly 
as an important element of democracy. We continue to call upon the demonstrators to express 
their rights in a peaceful manner. At the same time, I urge the security forces to respond to the 
demonstrations with full respect for citizens’ rights and that any response to violence should be 
strictly proportionate. 

I fully support the statement which was issued by High Representative Mogherini on behalf 
of the EU on 2 October which emphasises that violence is unacceptable and that the situation in 
Hong Kong can only be addressed through restraint, de-escalation and dialogue. In that regard, 
the recent overtures towards dialogue from Chief Executive Carrie Lam are a welcome move. 
I also note that on 4 September, the Chief Executive withdrew the proposed extradition legisla-
tion, which sparked the initial protests in June. 

During the most recent session of the Human Rights Council on 10 September, the EU also 
expressed support for the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights’ call for the demonstra-
tions to remain peaceful and for the respect of fundamental rights and freedoms, including the 
freedom of assembly.

08/10/2019WRB04500Emigrant Support Services

08/10/2019WRB0460020. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
status of the implementation of the recommendations in the report on addressing barriers faced 
by returning Irish emigrants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40769/19]

08/10/2019WRB04700Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): The Interdepartmental Committee on the Irish Abroad has been focussed on the imple-
mentation, where possible, of the recommendations contained in the Indecon Economic Report 
on Addressing Challenges Faced by Returning Irish Emigrants. 

Of the 30 recommendations, 20 have been addressed. Of the remaining 10 areas, 8 have 
been partially addressed or are pending further policy development. 2 recommendations were 
not accepted. 

Among the recommendations that have been addressed most recently is the development 
of a single window information service for returning Irish emigrants. This service, which was 
initially developed by my Department, is now operated by the Citizens Information Board with 
support from my Department. Discussions between my Department and the Citizen’s Informa-
tion Board about further strengthening this resource and targetting the information provided 
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more closely to the identified needs of returnees are currently underway. This service allows 
returning Irish emigrants to plan more effectively for their move back home.

The Interdepartmental Committee on the Irish Abroad, at its meeting in November 2019, 
will discuss progress made to date in addressing the recommendations contained in the Indecon 
Report. A report of progress will be submitted to the Government.

08/10/2019WRB04800Foreign Conflicts

08/10/2019WRB0490021. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
status of the situation in Venezuela; the EU’s response to same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40770/19]

08/10/2019WRB05000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The 
ongoing political, social, economic and humanitarian crisis in Venezuela continues to deterio-
rate, severely impacting the population and wider region. 

I am particularly concerned by the humanitarian situation in the country, where an estimated 
25% of the population is in need of humanitarian assistance. Health and medical needs are acute 
with many reported cases of diseases that had previously been eradicated or near eradication 
and a widespread lack of access to medicines and medical care. Ireland is fully supportive of 
the UN-coordinated response mechanism for humanitarian aid in the country, and of the €117 
million in funding provided by the EU since 2018 for humanitarian assistance.  

The situation in the country is having an ever-growing impact on the wider region, with the 
number of Venezuelans who have left the country since 2015 now estimated to have reached 
over 4.3 million. I recently discussed the issue with Colombia’s Foreign Minister, Carlos Hol-
mes Trujillo, whose country has taken in around 1.4 million refugees. I have already authorised 
the deployment of two Rapid Responders to assist the Office of the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) in supporting the Colombian Government’s response to the humanitarian 
needs of Venezuelans in Colombia. Ireland has also contributed €1m to UNHCR towards this 
effort. We stand ready to assist further as the situation evolves. 

I continue to believe that only a peaceful, democratic solution to this crisis will offer the 
people of Venezuela a return to stability and prosperity. Ireland, along with our EU partners, 
has regularly voiced our support for the Oslo Talks process that has been facilitated by Norway. 
While these talks have now been suspended, Ireland, along with our EU partners, encourages 
both sides to engage in good faith in an inclusive, serious and results-oriented process. We con-
tinue to call for genuine engagement and the necessary flexibility to reach a result that enables 
transparent and internationally monitored elections, and the full reinstatement of relevant pub-
lic powers, as the basis for national reconciliation and economic recovery. 

We also support EU efforts, including through the International Contact Group and Special 
Adviser Enrique Iglesias. I welcome the statement issued after the ICG meeting of 23 Septem-
ber, which reaffirms the Group’s commitment to a negotiated transition leading to credible, 
transparent and internationally monitored presidential elections, the reinstitution of public pow-
ers and a package of guarantees enabling political coexistence. These are essential elements to 
overcoming the crisis and to achieving national reconciliation and economic recovery.

I welcome the continued outreach efforts of the ICG and SA Iglesias to regional and interna-
tional actors regarding this crisis. The ICG met with the Lima Group in the margins of the UN 
General Assembly in New York on 26 September, where both groups reiterated their commit-
ment to a peaceful transition and expressed their concern at the humanitarian crisis as well as 
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the serious human rights violations in the country. 

Coordination with the Lima Group was evident at the most recent session of the Human 
Rights Council in September 2019. Ireland, along with several of our EU partners, co-spon-
sored the resolution presented by the Lima Group, which highlighted our shared concern at 
the reported grave human rights abuses in Venezuela and called for the establishment of a fact-
finding mission to investigate these abuses. I have voiced on several occasions my deep concern 
regarding the serious human rights violations detailed in the report of UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet that was published earlier this year, and I also had an op-
portunity to discuss the siutation with the High Commissioner in Dublin last week.

I will continue to follow the situation in Venezuela closely and will engage on this issue at 
the highest levels with my EU colleagues, including at the upcoming Foreign Affairs Council 
meeting of EU Foreign Ministers in Brussels on 14 October.

  Question No. 22 answered with Question No. 19.

08/10/2019WRB05200Departmental Staff Recruitment

08/10/2019WRB0530023. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the estimated cost in 2020 of recruiting three additional full-time architects for his De-
partment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40921/19]

08/10/2019WRB05400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
Department is responsible for the sourcing, management and maintenance of properties to carry 
out its functions overseas and well as working with the OPW on buildings in Ireland.  The De-
partment manages a total of ninety overseas missions, plus offices in Armagh and Belfast.

The Global Ireland strategy sets out the Government commitment to double the scope and 
impact of Ireland’s footprint internationally. The strategy sets out an ambition to open at least 
twenty six new diplomatic missions by 2025 and to further strenghten the existing mission net-
work. Nine new missions were opened in the past fifteen months. A Consulate in Frankfurt is 
now operational and will be formally opened shortly.  Next year, new Embassies are planned in 
Kyiv, Manila and Rabat.

To support the management of properties as well as an expanding overseas network and 
new projects, it is important for the Department to have sufficient technical capacity in place, 
including qualified Architects. Two Architects are currently employed on a secondment basis 
at Assistant Principal level and pay scale. In addition, my Department has one full-time perma-
nent Architect position at Assistant Principal level which is currently vacant. It is the intention 
to fill this position in the near future.

08/10/2019WRB05500Visa Agreements

08/10/2019WRB0560024. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if there has been a change in policy with regard to the working holiday visa agreement between 
Ireland and the United States; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40993/19]

08/10/2019WRB05700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): There 
has been no change in Government policy with regards to the Ireland-US Working Holiday 
Agreement. 
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Ireland and the US enjoy strong people-to-people links and this is amply demonstrated by 
the popularity of educational exchanges, extended working visas, such as under the working 
holiday scheme, and ever-increasing business transfers and secondments. 

466 working holiday visas were issued by my Department in 2018. This is down from a 
peak of 528 in 2017 but still remains an increase of over 350 per cent from approximately a 
decade ago. Figures for 2019 have not been finalised but demand remains strong and young 
people in the US are increasingly seeing Ireland as a destination in which to study and gain 
professional experience.

08/10/2019WRB05800Brexit Preparations

08/10/2019WRB0590025. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance the number of applications made 
by agrifood businesses to register for an economic operators registration and identification 
number which the Revenue Commissioners have identified traded with the UK in 2018; and the 
number of letters written by the Revenue Commissioners to agrifood businesses urging them to 
register for such a customs number which will be required to continue trading with the UK post 
Brexit by county in tabular form. [40671/19]

08/10/2019WRB0600026. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance the number of applications made 
by SME businesses to register for an economic operators registration and identification number 
which the Revenue Commissioners have identified traded with the UK in 2018; and the number 
of letters written by the Revenue Commissioners to SME businesses urging them to register for 
such a customs number which will be required to continue trading with the UK post Brexit by 
county in tabular form. [40672/19]

08/10/2019WRB0610028. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Finance the number of companies that 
do not have an EORI number; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40514/19]

08/10/2019WRB0620034. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Finance the percentage of agrifood 
businesses that do not have an EORI number; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40663/19]

08/10/2019WRB0630035. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance the number of applications made 
by businesses to register for an economic operators registration and identification which the 
Revenue Commissioners have identified traded with the UK in 2018; the number of businesses 
that have obtained a number and not obtained a number, respectively, by sector; and the number 
of letters written by the Revenue Commissioners to businesses urging them to register for such 
a customs number which will be required to continue trading with the UK post Brexit by county 
in tabular form. [40670/19]

08/10/2019WRB06400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 25, 
26, 28, 34 and 35 together.

I am advised by Revenue that 90% of the value of imports from the UK in 2018 and 97% of 
the value of exports trade in 2018 was carried out by businesses who now have an EORI num-
ber. This indicates that the businesses that are going to be significantly impacted by Brexit are 
responding to the call from Revenue to prepare for Brexit by acquiring a customs registration. 

I very much welcome Revenue’s intensified Brexit engagement with businesses since July 
and I strongly urge all businesses that have received a Brexit preparedness letter from Revenue 
to take note of its advice thereby ensuring they are Brexit ready by 31 October. Revenue have 
written individualised letters to 102,000 companies who traded with the UK in 2018 and the 
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first half of 2019.

I am advised by Revenue that its Brexit business and trade engagement has included direct 
discussion with businesses that had imports or exports in excess of €5,000 on an annual basis 
or had more than one import or export per quarter. Revenue will speak to 44,000 of these com-
panies by telephone.

It is clear from those discussions that for some businesses their preparations for Brexit have 
involved steps to change their supply chain post Brexit so as to eliminate their exposure to cus-
toms formalities and consequently the need for an EORI number.

Some businesses are clearly planning on changing their trade patterns to source products 
within Ireland or from other Member States post-Brexit. Other businesses are part of larger 
groups that have customs expertise within the group and may transfer the customs operations to 
the more experienced part of the business. 

In understanding prudent preparations for Brexit, Revenue has encouraged businesses to

- Register for customs by getting an EORI number (if not already done)

- Have the capability to lodge customs declarations, by either getting customs software or 
engaging a customs agent

- Undertake supply chain and cash flow assessments 

- Understand and make arrangements for paying import duties

- Know the origin and commodity code(s) of the goods traded 

- Ensure compliance with product certification requirements, and 

- Understand the obligations involved if trading in animal or plant products.

- Consider what customs related simplifications or authorisations might be relevant to their 
particular business that would further ease the smooth and efficient flow of trade and goods at 
import or export

I am advised by Revenue that 59,069 businesses have an EORI number. 19,024 of these 
have obtained an EORI number in 2019. 

Through analysis of the VAT Information Exchange System (VIES) returns, Revenue iden-
tified some 94,000 businesses that traded with the UK in 2018. Of the 94,000 businesses men-
tioned, approx. 58,000 do not currently have an EORI number. Of the businesses with import or 
export trade more than €50,000 on an annual basis, and therefore with a potentially significant 
supply chain exposure to trade with the UK, the number without an EORI number is approxi-
mately 3,500. 

Table 1 at the link shows the breakdown of EORI registrations by sector. This table is based 
on the businesses that were identified by Revenue as having traded with the UK in 2018. Table 
2 shows the number of letters, broken down by county, sent by Revenue to businesses that 
traded with the UK in 2018 who did not have an EORI registration. Table 3 shows the number 
of letters by county issued to the Agri-Food Sector (NACE Code – Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fishing). For data confidentiality reasons where the number of businesses in any county is less 
than 10, the number is rounded up to 10. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
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tion/2019-10-08_pq25-08-10-19-sectors_en.xlsx”>Table 1 EORI Registrations by sector (iden-
tified as having traded with the UK in 2018) (Data as per 4 October 2019)</a>]

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-08_pq25-08-10-19-ltrs_en.xlsx”>Table 2 Number of letters by County issued by 
Revenue to non-EORI registered traders in July 2019 (that traded with the UK in 2018) for all 
sectors including the Agri-Food Sector.</a>]

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-08_pq25-08-10-19-agri_en.xlsx”>Table 3 Number of Letters by County issued 
by Revenue in July 2019 to non-EORI registered traders in the Agri-Food Sector (NACE Code 
-Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing) that traded with the UK in 2018)</a>]

08/10/2019WRB06600Customs and Excise Controls

08/10/2019WRB0670027. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if officials have been requested 
to assess the technological options for the Border separate to and in the absence of custom 
checks for certain goods. [40816/19]

08/10/2019WRB06800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Office of the Revenue Commis-
sioners is responsible for customs control of the EU Customs Union in Ireland.  Revenue pro-
vides whatever relevant technical advice and expertise is required by the Government in the 
context of assessing technology options to manage the challenges of the UK exit from the Eu-
ropean Union. I am advised by Revenue that there are no technology options currently existing 
that would provide the necessary assurance required to comply with the Union Customs Code.

  Question No. 28 answered with Question No. 25.

08/10/2019WRB07000Brexit Preparations

08/10/2019WRB0710029. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Finance if the systems put in place by 
the Revenue Commissioners to deal with Brexit and the potential for a no-deal Brexit have been 
tried and tested by external experts to ensure they are capable of dealing with the additional 
volume of paperwork and customs declarations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40515/19]

08/10/2019WRB07200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In Budget 2017, I included provision 
for a €2 million investment in scaling up the Revenue customs IT framework.  Revenue has 
upgraded the relevant IT systems and worked with the relevant software providers in supporting 
their preparedness for Brexit. Revenue IT staff working with staff from a number of reputable 
System Integration companies have undertaken extensive performance testing across multiple 
scenarios. The necessary assurance of the integrity of the systems has been verified and all per-
formance testing criteria have been passed. I am assured by Revenue that it is confident that its 
systems are robust and have the capacity to cater for the volumes of trade that will be subject to 
customs formalities, post Brexit.  Revenue has estimated that there will be an increase in cus-
toms declarations from current levels of approximately 1.6m per annum (representing import 
and export trade with non-EU countries) to over 20 million per annum post-Brexit.

Finally, the Deputy should note that Revenue’s IT systems operate to the highest standards 
and are certified to ISO27001 (Security), ISO22301 (Business Continuity) and ISO29119 (Soft-
ware Testing) levels.
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08/10/2019WRB07300Tax Code

08/10/2019WRB0740030. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the Rev-
enue Commissioners treatment of health foods; if his attention has been drawn to the impact 
of an alteration on small business owners here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40558/19]

08/10/2019WRB07500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, it is a 
longstanding practice of the Minister for Finance not to comment, in advance of the Budget, on 
any tax matters that might be the subject of Budget decisions.

08/10/2019WRC00200Mortgage Interest Relief Eligibility

08/10/2019WRC0030031. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Finance the reason tax relief on a mort-
gage for a person (details supplied) was not permitted; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40632/19]

08/10/2019WRC00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 3 of Finance Act 2009 abol-
ished the tax relief on interest paid on home loans that were taken out prior to 1 January 2003. 
The changes came into effect from 1 May 2009. 

The person in question was in receipt of mortgage interest relief up to 30 April 2009. The 
relief was withdrawn from him in May 2009 because he failed to reply to Revenue’s request for 
supporting documentation to confirm his continued eligibility.

If the person wishes to discuss the situation with Revenue or requires any advice or clarifi-
cation regarding his entitlement to the relief, he should contact the Tax Relief at Source (TRS) 
Helpline at telephone number 01-7383663.

08/10/2019WRC00500Mutual Assistance Requests

08/10/2019WRC0060032. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the number of requests invoking 
mutual agreement procedures received; the total amount of the profit adjustment involved; the 
tax involved; the number of cases agreed; the basis of agreement that is withdrawn, agreed in 
full, agreed in part; the tax cost, if it has been refunded or offset; the balance of cases open; and 
the amount of tax involved in those cases, which remain open in each of the years 2010 to 2018 
and to date in 2019. [40659/19]

08/10/2019WRC0070033. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the number of requests invoking 
mutual agreement procedures received by country in each of the years 2010 to 2018 inclusive 
and to date in 2019. [40660/19]

08/10/2019WRC00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 32 
and 33 together.

I am informed by Revenue that there are currently 41 open Mutual Agreement Procedure 
(“MAP”) cases, which relate to adjustments raised by tax authorities in Tax Treaty partner 
countries in respect of transfer-pricing or the attribution of profits to permanent establishments. 

Some of these cases are at an early stage and Revenue has not yet received sufficient in-
formation to estimate the potential Irish tax relief that could result from closing the cases. For 
those cases where the potential relief is known, the maximum aggregate tax value of the relief 
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could amount to €300m. 

However, while this aggregate value is based on granting relief for the full foreign adjust-
ments, the total relief ultimately granted is likely to be less, as a result of the withdrawal or 
reduction of the foreign adjustments concerned on the conclusion of the MAP negotiations.

The following table includes the number of MAP requests made by companies for each of 
the years 2010 to 2018 and to date in 2019, together with the number of requests where tax 
relief was granted and the tax value of the relief involved. 

Year of request Number of requests 
received* 

Relief granted in 
full 

Partial relief or 
other outcome 

Tax value of  re-
lief** 

2010 9 3 1 case where relief 
was partially grant-
ed, 4 cases were 
withdrawn, and 1 
case where no relief 
was granted 

€3.6m 

2011 4 2 1 case was with-
drawn, and 1 case 
where no relief was 
granted 

€0.9m 

2012 5 2 1 case where 
relief was partially 
granted, 2 cases 
were withdrawn 

€0.9m 

2013 6 4 1 case was with-
drawn, and 1 case 
is still open 

€4.8m 

2014 13 6 3 cases were 
withdrawn, 1 case 
where no relief was 
granted, and 3 cases 
are still open 

€22.9m 

2015 9 2 2 cases were 
withdrawn, 1 case 
where no relief was 
granted, and 4 cases 
are still open 

€1.8m 

2016 10 3 7 cases are still 
open 

€1.8m 

2017 8 0 1 case where 
relief was partially 
granted, 2 cases 
were withdrawn, 1 
case where no relief 
was granted, and 4 
cases are still open 

*** 

2018 18 1 1 case where 
relief was partially 
granted, 1 case was 
withdrawn, and 15 
cases are still open 

€5.9m 

2019 7 0 7 cases are still 
open 

- 

*Number of requests received for MAP assistance is based on the application of the OECD 
MAP Statistics Reporting Framework published in 2016.
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**Relief may be granted over a number of years and may take the form of increasing losses 
to be carried forward as well as refunds and off-sets. 

***As there is only one case involved, publication of the amount of tax relief granted is not 
considered appropriate as it could lead to identification of the company.

Publication of the potential maximum amount of the profit adjustments proposed by Tax 
Treaty partner countries is not considered appropriate as these are adjustments raised by each 
of the countries concerned unilaterally. The MAP negotiations undertaken by Ireland, on the 
other hand, endeavour to resolve the potential double taxation arising, working with the other 
countries bilaterally. 

To observe taxpayer confidentiality, the OECD standard when reporting statistics is not to 
identify individual countries where there is a small number of MAP requests in relation to those 
countries. Since 2017, in accordance with the OECD standard for reporting statistics, the num-
ber of cases for an individual country is not identified unless the number of cases received in 
a particular year, when added to the opening number of cases for the year, is at least 5. During 
2017, 3 MAP requests were received in respect of the US. The remaining MAP requests were 
in respect of 5 Tax Treaty partner countries. During 2018, 6 MAP requests were received in 
respect of Spain and 4 MAP requests were received in respect of the UK. The remaining MAP 
requests were received in respect of 6 other Tax Treaty partner countries. 

  Question Nos. 34 and 35 answered with Question No. 25.

08/10/2019WRC01200Tax Reliefs Application

08/10/2019WRC0130036. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the reason some third level edu-
cation courses that are eligible for tax relief have a €1,500 disregard in respect of amounts 
spent on fees which is not eligible for tax relief; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40676/19]

08/10/2019WRC01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 473A of the Taxes Consolida-
tion Act 1997 provides for income tax relief in respect of qualifying tuition fees paid by an 
individual for a third level education course, subject to the terms and conditions set out in that 
section. The relief is granted at the standard rate of income tax (currently 20%), where an in-
dividual pays qualifying fees for an approved course, whether on his or her own behalf, or on 
behalf of another individual. Fees which are met from any other source, from a grant or schol-
arship fro example, are not allowable.  In addition, examination fees, administration fees and 
registration fees do not qualify for relief. 

The maximum amount of fees that can qualify for the relief is €7,000 per course.  However, 
an amount must be disregarded from each claim, whether the claim is in respect of one or more 
students. “Qualifying fees” for the purposes of the relief mean tuition fees in respect of an ap-
proved course, at an approved college, reduced by the amount of the “student contribution”. 
The disregarded “student contribution” amount is currently €3,000 in the case of a full-time 
course and €1,500 in the case of a part-time course, and it applies to all third level courses.  This 
means the first €3,000 or €1,500, as appropriate, of all fees claimed by an individual taxpayer 
does not attract tax relief. As a claim may relate to one or more students, generally claimants 
will get full tax relief on the tuition fees for each of the second and subsequent students in their 
claim. 

Full details of the relief, including the terms and conditions that apply, are set out on the 
Revenue website at:
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https://www.revenue.ie/en/personal-tax-credits-reliefs-and-exemptions/education/tuition-
fees-paid-for-third-level-education/index.aspx.

08/10/2019WRC01500Tax Reliefs Data

08/10/2019WRC0160037. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount 
that would be raised if discretionary tax reliefs were available only at the standard rate; the 
discretionary tax reliefs, the cost of each and the estimated saving in tabular form; his views on 
whether there would be advantages in pursuing this model in the future; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40692/19]

08/10/2019WRC01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by Revenue that the es-
timated yields from standard-rating discretionary tax reliefs currently available at the marginal 
rate are as shown in the following table.  These yields are based on 2017 data, other than the es-
timate on the carry forward of excess reliefs under the High-Income Earners Restriction, where 
2016 is the latest available year. The estimates are tentative and do not account for alterations 
in taxpayer behaviour.

Reliefs and Expenditures Full Year Yield  
€m

Allowance for Seafarers 0.1 
Covenants 0.5 
Dispositions (including Maintenance Payments) 6 
Donations to Approved Sporting Bodies 0.3 
Employing A Carer 3 
Health Expenses (Nursing Homes) 7 
Carry forward of excess relief under the High-Income Earners Restriction 49 
Pension Contributions 553 
Rental Deduction for Leasing of Farm Land 5 
Relief for expenditure on significant buildings and gardens 0.9 
Stock Relief (General) (S666) 2 
Stock Relief (for Young Trained Farmers) (S667B) 0.6 
Stock Relief (for Registered Farm Partnerships) (S667C) 0.2 
Permanent Health Benefit Premiums 1.8 
Foreign Earnings Deduction 1.9 
Start-up Relief for Entrepreneurs 0.8 
Donations to Charities and Approved Bodies 12 

For the purposes of evaluating tax expenditures, capital allowances, losses and expenses 
(wholly, exclusively and necessarily incurred in the performance of duties) are usually consid-
ered as part of the benchmark tax system. On this basis, they are excluded from the discretion-
ary tax measures in the table above.

The costs of reliefs and expenditures are published on the Revenue website: https://www.
revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/tax-expenditures/index.aspx, 
which may be of interest to the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRC01800Tax Collection
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08/10/2019WRC0190038. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if arrangements can be 
made for the late collection of income tax by way of deferred payments in the case of a person 
(details supplied); if cognisance can be taken of the fact that they are in receipt of a social wel-
fare payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40701/19]

08/10/2019WRC02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that it has 
already engaged with the person in respect of the liabilities in question and is willing to agree 
a payment arrangement that takes account of their personal circumstances, providing they en-
gage on the matter. All activity in relation to the collection of outstanding liabilities from this 
individual has been placed on hold to allow the person time to make proposals for payment.  

08/10/2019WRC02100Dormant Accounts Fund

08/10/2019WRC0220039. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Finance the value of the dormant ac-
counts fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40726/19]

08/10/2019WRC02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by the National Treasury 
Management Agency, which manages the Dormant Accounts Fund, that at the end of December 
2018, the value of the fund was €290 million.

08/10/2019WRC02400Credit Unions

08/10/2019WRC0250040. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Finance if he has liaised with credit 
unions and their representative bodies regarding the impact changes to the industry funding 
levy will have on local credit unions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40809/19]

08/10/2019WRC02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): On 28th August last, I held a meeting 
with the credit union representative bodies to discuss their views on the Industry Funding Levy 
and other credit union related matters.  Over the course of the year I have also responded to 
direct and indirect correspondence from credit unions and representative bodies in relation to 
the Industry Funding Levy.   

The Deputy might also wish to note that the Department of Finance, in collaboration with 
the Central Bank, held a public consultation on potential changes to the Credit Institutions 
Resolution Fund Levy. Following this review I published a press release on 1 October 2019 
announcing a reduction in the levy from 0.0511% to 0.0274% of total assets of a credit union 
which will result in a reduction in the levy from €9 million in 2019 to €5 million in 2020. This 
is a 44 per cent reduction in the Resolution Fund levy for 2020 compared to 2019.    

It is also important to note that as Minister for Finance I have reduced the Stabilisation 
Scheme Levy materially and that since 2017 no further levies have been charged by the Credit 
Union Restructuring Board (ReBo). I have previously committed to a further review of the 
Stabilisation Scheme in 2020.

08/10/2019WRC02700Tax Code

08/10/2019WRC0280041. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to an inequity in the way in which recoupments of overpayments made to staff is han-
dled; if he will review this matter with revenue officials (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40810/19]
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08/10/2019WRC02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that employ-
ers are legally obliged to deduct Income Tax, Universal Social Charge (USC) and Pay Related 
Social Insurance from the emoluments of their employees.  Any recoupment of overpaid salary 
by an employer from an employee is a matter between the employer and employee, including in 
relation to the timing and amounts of any repayments by the employee.  However, the employer 
has obligations under tax law in this area and these obligations are not negated because of an 
overpayment of salary and the arrangements made to recoup the overpayment.  In that context, 
it is important to note that the correct pay and tax details of an employee for a tax year must be 
on record, not only for the purposes of determining the employee’s tax liability, or eligibility for 
a tax refund, for the tax year in question, but also for the purposes of establishing entitlement to 
certain grants and means tested payments.     

Revenue published guidance in the form of a Tax and Duty manual in August 2018, which 
set out Revenue’s position regarding the recoupment of an overpayment of emoluments by an 
employer from an employee

https://www.revenue.ie/en/tax-professionals/tdm/income-tax-capital-gains-tax-corpora-
tion-tax/part-42/42-04-70.pdf.  There was no change to Revenue policy in this area; this manual 
simply clarified Revenue’s position regarding overpayment of salary, as it had come to its atten-
tion that certain employers were operating outside of the underlying law in the Taxes Consoli-
dation Act (TCA) 1997 and the Income Tax (Employments) Regulations 2018. 

 The applicable tax treatment regarding overpayments depends on whether the staff member 
makes the repayments in the current tax year, that is, the year to which the overpayment relates, 
or in a subsequent tax year. Where the overpayment is being recouped by means of a deduc-
tion from emoluments in the current tax year, the gross amount of the overpayment is simply 
deducted from gross emoluments. This has the effect of correcting the employee’s Income Tax, 
USC and PRSI record in the current year. 

Where the overpayment is being recouped by means of a deduction from emoluments paid 
in a later year, the gross amount of the overpayment must be deducted from the net pay. Clearly, 
in certain situations, overpayments may be recouped over several years.  Revenue will grant a 
refund of any tax or USC only when the overpayment relating to the tax year has been repaid, 
regardless of the amount of time it takes to recover the overpayment.  

 Section 865 of the TCA 1997 imposes a statutory 4-year time limit for making a claim 
for repayment of tax, USC and PRSI.  Where the gross overpayment made by the employer is 
recouped from the net pay of the employee within the 4-year time limit from when the overpay-
ment was made, then the individual has the opportunity to claim any tax overpaid back from 
Revenue within the statutory time limit.  Moreover, in situations where an overpayment will 
not be recouped by the employer for more than 4 years, while Revenue must apply the statu-
tory 4-year time limit for making a claim for repayment of tax,  where an individual employee 
makes a valid claim for the tax year relevant to the overpayment (e.g. a claim relating to the 
year 2018 must be made by 31 December 2022), but the overpayment will not be totally re-
couped from him or her until sometime thereafter, Revenue can make the refund at a later date 
but only after the overpayment has been repaid in full to the employer.  

08/10/2019WRC03000Home Building Finance Ireland

08/10/2019WRC0310042. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Finance the number of expressions of 
interest received by county for the home building finance Ireland lending scheme; the number 
of completed applications; the number of successful and unsuccessful applications; the amount 
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of funding offered in loans; the number of units that will be built with funding that has been 
committed to by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40853/19]

08/10/2019WRC03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Home Building Finance Ireland 
(‘HBFI’) published its half-year update in mid-July having commenced operations on 28th 
January 2019 

(https://www.hbfi.ie/uploads/files/HBFI-Mid-Year-Market-Update-June-2019.pdf). 

The key highlights to end June 2019 (after 5 months of operations) were as follows:

- More than 100 Expressions of Interest received from across the country. 

- Over 30 full funding applications received from 17 counties.

- €41m in funding approved (7 facilities), translating to 228 units.

- 92% of full applications made to HBFI from outside of Dublin.

- Facilities approved in Counties, Dublin, Wicklow, Kildare, Laois and Clare.

- Projects range in size from 10 units to 73 units.

- Average size of facilities provided to end June was €6m.

The primary objective of HBFI is to increase the availability of funding in the market to 
developers for viable residential development projects. HBFI is proactively engaging with mar-
ket participants and continues to develop a strong pipeline of transactions with several further 
transactions approved across the country since the half-year update. HBFI will provide detailed 
information for the period, June 2019 to December 2019 in early 2020.

08/10/2019WRC03300Legislative Programme

08/10/2019WRC0340043. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Finance the key aspects of the central bank 
(amendment) Bill referenced in the legislative programme; if the Bill will be published in draft 
form; the likely timing of the publication of the draft; the likely timing of the initiation of the 
Bill in the Houses of the Oireachtas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40854/19]

08/10/2019WRC03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, the need 
to rebuild trust in the Banking sector is a priority for this Government, and I am committed to 
introducing a Central Bank (Amendment) Bill that will increase individual accountability in the 
financial sector. The proposed legislation will drive positive changes in terms of wider banking 
culture, greater delegation of responsibilities, and enhanced accountability while simplifying 
the taking of sanctions against individuals who fail in their financial sector roles. 

I received the agreement of Government on 18th June last to begin the process of drafting 
heads of this Bill. This follows extensive preparatory work by my officials, in consultation with 
the Central Bank. This included consideration of the lessons to be learned from the UK’s Senior 
Managers Regime and Conduct Standards, given the close relationship between the two finan-
cial sectors and the similar common law legal system. 

It is my intention to bring forward draft heads of Bill to Government for approval later this 
year and to then progress the Bill for debate in the Houses through pre-legislative scrutiny.  
However, this timetable is very much subject to Brexit developments given the priority for both 
my Department officials and their legal colleagues is planning for a potential no-deal Brexit.  
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The legal considerations of the Central Bank (Amendment) Bill are complex as the issues 
it addresses go to the core of individuals’ rights to an adequate means of a livelihood, and the 
Bill’s provisions are required to be constitutionally sound in the event of legal challenge. 

08/10/2019WRC03600Illicit Trade in Tobacco

08/10/2019WRC0370044. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Finance the maximum prison sentence 
for the crime of tobacco smuggling; the number of maximum prison sentences that have been 
imposed for tobacco smuggling in the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40878/19]

08/10/2019WRC0380045. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn to 
the findings of the Tobacco Products Research Survey 2018 carried out by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the percentage of illegal roll your own tobacco products has more than doubled 
in the past two years rising from 9% in 2016 to 21% in 2018; the action he will take to address 
this increase in the illegal trade of roll your own tobacco; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40879/19]

08/10/2019WRC03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 44 
and 45 together.

I am advised by Revenue that the annual survey carried out by Ipsos MRBI for Revenue and 
the Health Service Executive provides an indication of the amount of illegal tobacco products 
consumed in Ireland. I understand that the 2018 survey reported that 21% of the roll your own 
tobacco products were illegal, which is higher than in the 2017 figure of 15%, and the 2016 
figure of 9%.  

Revenue has indicated to me that the results of the survey in relation to the volume of non-
Irish duty paid roll your own tobacco is a concern, and combatting the illegal tobacco trade 
continues to be a priority for them. Revenue uses a range of measures designed to identify and 
target those involved in the smuggling, supply or sale of illicit products, with a view to disrupt-
ing the supply chain, seizing the illicit products and, wherever possible, prosecuting the persons 
involved. Revenue’s strategy includes developing and sharing intelligence on a national, EU 
and international basis, the use of analytics and detection technologies, and ensuring the opti-
mum deployment of resources on a risk focused basis. 

Revenue and An Garda Síochána work together on an ongoing basis in acting against to-
bacco crime, and both organisations cooperate closely with their Northern Ireland counterparts, 
in the framework of the North-South Joint Agency Task Force, to target the organised crime 
groups that are responsible for a large proportion of this form of criminality. In addition, Rev-
enue works closely with the relevant authorities in other jurisdictions, the European Anti-Fraud 
Office, Europol and other international organisations, including the World Customs Organisa-
tion, in the ongoing programmes of action at international level to combat tobacco crime.

Revenue’s extensive programme of work against the illegal tobacco trade has achieved a 
considerable level of success. During the period 2016 to end-August 2019, 157.8 million ciga-
rettes and 7,826 kilograms of tobacco were seized. In addition, 104 tonnes of raw tobacco were 
seized when two illicit cigarette factories were discovered in Co. Louth in 2018 and 2019. 

Revenue seeks to prosecute in any case where a person can be connected with the trade in 
illegal tobacco products. In 2018, there were 19 convictions connected with the smuggling of 
illegal tobacco products, as well as 58 convictions relating to offences such as holding or selling 
illegal tobacco products. In the period January to September 2019, there were five convictions 
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connected with the smuggling of illegal tobacco products, as well as 38 convictions relating to 
offences such as holding or selling of illegal tobacco products. I understand that there have also 
been three convictions arising from the discovery of an illegal cigarette factory in Co. Louth in 
March 2018. 

Section 119 of the Finance Act 2001, as amended, sets out the penalties imposed for the 
smuggling of tobacco into the State. The maximum prison sentence that can be imposed is 
twelve months on summary conviction in the District Court, and five years on indictment in the 
Circuit Court.

I am advised by Revenue that for the period requested by the Deputy, no such maximum 
sentences were imposed by the Courts. The maximum summary term imposed over the past five 
years was nine months (suspended for eighteen months) and the maximum indictable term was 
two years, (fully suspended).

A fine may be imposed by the Courts in addition to a term of imprisonment and any tobacco 
seized is liable to forfeiture, as is any vehicle used in transporting the product.  The following 
table sets out the number and value of fines imposed by the Courts in the past five years for the 
Deputy’s information. 

Year Number of Cases Total Court Fines
2015 27 €70,200
2016 24 €57,500
2017 22 €54,500
2018 15 €40,000
2019 (YTD 30.09.2019) 4 €10,000

The Government has ensured through the Finance Acts over recent years that Revenue has 
the necessary statutory powers to tackle the illicit tobacco trade. I am satisfied that the current 
legislative framework provides an effective basis for undertaking this important work but I am 
open to consider any proposals that Revenue may bring forward for further enhancements in 
that regard in the future.  

08/10/2019WRC04100Brexit Preparations

08/10/2019WRC0420046. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Finance if assurances are in place that life 
insurance companies based in the UK will honour their policies in the event of a no-deal Brexit; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40909/19]

08/10/2019WRC04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, upon 
withdrawal from the EU and in the absence of a political agreement between the EU and the 
UK, UK (including Gibraltar) insurance undertakings, including life insurance undertakings, 
and insurance distributors will lose their right to conduct business by way of Freedom of Es-
tablishment (FOE) and Freedom of Services (FOS) under the EU regulatory framework.  Ac-
cording to the European Insurance and Occupational Pensions Authority’s (EIOPA) Opinion of 
28 June 2018, insurance contracts concluded before the Withdrawal date by UK undertakings 
by way of FOE or FOS are in principle valid after that date.  What has been in doubt however 
is the ability of insurance undertakings and insurance distributors (i.e. brokers) to continue 
performing certain obligations and activities and ensure service continuity with regard to such 
contracts, e.g. pay out claims. 

The key response by European and domestic regulatory authorities has been to instruct in-
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surance firms impacted by Brexit to make and implement contingency plans to ensure that they 
can continue to provide services to their EU customers post-Brexit.  In this regard, the Central 
Bank has been working closely with the regulatory authorities in the UK as well as impacted 
insurance undertakings from the UK to ensure that they have appropriate contingency plans in 
place to allow them to continue to service existing contracts in Ireland.  It is understood that a 
significant majority of UK/Gibraltar insurance undertakings have prepared appropriate Brexit 
contingency plans which are expected to be implemented in advance of Brexit.  However, 
there was a legitimate concern, that a small number of such undertakings as well as a number 
of insurance distributors will either not have completed such contingency plans by the date of 
Brexit, or had made a decision not to implement them in the first place.  Such a scenario as you 
will appreciate gives rise to a risk in respect of their ability to continue servicing the insurance 
policies they have sold, in the event of a no-deal Brexit.

The Government has dealt with this small number of undertakings through the Withdrawal 
of the United Kingdom from the European Union (Consequential Provisions) Act 2019,  which 
was enacted earlier this year.  This legislation allows any UK/Gibraltar-authorised insurance 
entity to continue the administration of both life and non-life insurance policies written in Ire-
land after Brexit.  This “run-off” regime applies even in the event of a no-deal Brexit and for 
a maximum period of three years from the date of Brexit.  It should be noted that, under this 
regime, no new policies or renewals are allowed to be written by UK-authorised insurers after 
a no-deal Brexit unless they receive authorisation from an EU/EEA member state (including 
Ireland).

I would urge any consumer that has concerns about their life insurance policy to contact 
their insurance provider, who should be able to provide them with details of their arrangements 
to ensure continuity of service.  This includes whether the consumer can amend policies, or how 
the company will pay claims associated with policies, written prior to Brexit.

Finally, I would note that the UK’s Financial Conduct Authority, in a recent speech, reaf-
firmed their commitment to prioritising consumer protection in financial services.  The FCA has 
stated that UK insurers should pay claims on existing policies wherever the policyholder hap-
pens to be located.  I welcome this commitment and would expect that relevant insurers would 
honour policies written to Irish consumers.

08/10/2019WRC04400VAT Rate Reductions

08/10/2019WRC0450047. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Finance his views on the restoration of the 
VAT rate to 9% to improve competitiveness in view of the fact this is the highest rate of VAT 
on tourist accommodation in the EU; the Brexit effects on British visitors; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40910/19]

08/10/2019WRC04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, it is a 
longstanding practice of the Minister for Finance not to comment, in advance of the Budget, on 
any tax matters that might be the subject of Budget decisions.

08/10/2019WRC04700Insurance Costs

08/10/2019WRC0480048. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Finance the rank of Ireland in the EU in terms 
of the level of motor insurance and business insurance costs; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40914/19]
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08/10/2019WRC04900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset, it is important to note that 
as Minister for Finance, I am responsible for the development of the legal framework governing 
financial regulation and my Department does not collect the type of information being sought 
by the Deputy.  Indeed, there is no official centralised source of such data within the European 
Union that provides for rankings in relation to insurance costs between countries.  Therefore, I 
am unable to provide the Deputy with Ireland’s ranking on the two issues raised.

The Deputy should note that it would be very difficult to collect and compare such informa-
tion as the level of motor and business insurance costs will be determined by a range of different 
factors.  For example, in drawing any comparison between average insurance premiums across 
EU member states, it should be borne in mind that variation in  premiums will reflect factors 
such as the economic and regulatory environment in each country, the legal system, health and 
safety standards etc.  An example of one of these differences is that settlement awards for minor 
and moderate injuries are significantly higher in Ireland than in the UK, as was determined by 
the Personal Injuries Commission.  

This is why the work of the Cost of Insurance Working Group (CIWG) is so important.  The 
CIWG, which was established in July 2016, and which produced two reports, is continuing to 
work to implement the recommendations of the Cost of Motor Insurance Report and the Cost 
of Employer and Public Liability Insurance Report.  Its most recent Progress Update, the Ninth, 
was published in July 2019 and shows that the vast majority of recommendations and actions 
due by Q2 2019 have been completed.  Going forward, there are some further measures that 
will be carried out by Government over the next few months. These include the following:

- Commencement of the remaining parts of the Judicial Council Act 2019  , which provides 
for the establishment of a Personal Injuries Guidelines Committee.  It is now matter for the 
Judiciary to put in place the Judicial Council and to operationalise the Personal Injuries Guide-
lines Committee, which will introduce new guidelines to replace the Book of Quantum; this is 
an essential step if award levels are to be reduced.

- The completion of the Central Bank’s feasibility study into adding Employer and Public 
Liability insurance to the National Claims Information Database (NCID). In addition, the first 
report of the NCID, on motor insurance, is due by the end of the year;

- The completion of the CSO’s feasibility study into tracking the cost of business insurance, 
as it does with other forms of insurance including motor. The CSO is due to report back to my 
Department by the end of the year;

- The Law Reform Commission’s work to undertake a detailed analysis of the possibility of 
developing constitutionally sound legislation to delimit or cap the amounts of damages which 
a court may award in respect of some or all categories of personal injuries. It is expected that 
there will be a public consultation on this by the end of the year; and,

- The furtherance of measures necessary to implement Pre-Action Protocols (PAPs) for per-
sonal injury cases, beginning with medical negligence cases.

In addition, my colleague, Minister of State D’Arcy, has been engaging with insurers in or-
der to seek a commitment that they will reduce premiums and widen their risk appetite should 
there be a recalibration of award levels downwards once the new personal injury guidelines are 
introduced.  

I believe that these reforms are having a significant impact with regard to private motor 
insurance (CSO figures from August 2019 show that the price of motor insurance is now 24% 
lower than the July 2016 peak).  The Government is determined to keep working to ensure that 
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these positive pricing trends continue and can be extended to other forms of insurance.

08/10/2019WRC05000Mortgage Book Sales

08/10/2019WRC0510049. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Finance if split mortgages are considered 
non-performing loans even when all payments have been made on time and in full; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [41025/19]

08/10/2019WRC0520050. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether split mort-
gages should be sold to venture capitalist funds among tranches of non-performing loans even 
when all payments have been met on time and in full; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41026/19]

08/10/2019WRC05300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 49 
and 50 together.

The Deputy will be aware that the reduction in the level of non-performing loans (NPLs) 
across European banks is a major priority for the banking regulator, the SSM. The Irish banks 
have made huge progress in this regard since the height of the crisis. According to the Central 
Bank of Ireland, the average NPL ratio of the domestic Irish banks was 7% at end-June 2019 
having stood at more than 30% at peak in 2013. In volume terms, NPLs in the domestic Irish 
banks have now fallen by €70.2 billion (82%) from peak in 2013. A major contributor to this 
has been the almost 109,000 mortgage restructures, including split mortgages, which are cur-
rently in place. 

Despite this progress, more work is required before the NPL ratios at the Irish banks reach 
the European average of under 4%.

It is important to reiterate that the protections in place for all borrowers before a sale remain 
unchanged. For example, Start Mortgages and Pepper, the firms involved in the loan sales trans-
acted by PTSB since 2018, are both regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland. When dealing 
with borrowers, these firms are required to comply with the Consumer Protection Code and the 
Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears. Furthermore, assurances have been given that the terms 
of a restructure agreed before these sales took place will continue to be honoured.

In addition, in 2018 I asked the Central Bank to carry out a review of the CCMA to ensure 
it remains as effective as possible. The result of this review was published last October and it is 
encouraging to note that the key findings included confirmation that for borrowers who engaged 
with the process, the CCMA is working effectively as it is intended in the context of the sale of 
loans by regulated lenders.

In relation to your question on the classification of certain mortgages as NPLs, this is a mat-
ter for the banks to determine on a case-by-case basis. In making this determination, the Central 
Bank has previously confirmed that “credit institutions are required to comply with a range of 
classification requirements including the Regulatory definition of default as per Article 178 of 
the Capital Requirements Regulation; the Accounting definition of impaired as per the appli-
cable accounting framework, and the Supervisory definition of non-performing as per the EBA 
ITS* on forbearance and non-performing exposures.”  

Finally, I wish to highlight that I cannot stop loan sales, even by the banks in which the State 
has a shareholding. These decisions are the responsibility of the Board and management of the 
banks which must be run on an independent and commercial basis. The banks’ independence 
is protected by Relationship Frameworks, which are legally binding documents that I cannot 
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change unilaterally.

*ITS - Implementing Technical Standard.

08/10/2019WRC05500State Aid

08/10/2019WRC0560051. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Finance if the State will be able to recoup the 
€3.9 million costs associated with setting up an escrow account in 2018 in relation to a company 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41042/19]

08/10/2019WRC05700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I take it that the Deputy is referring to 
the recent report from the Comptroller and Auditor General which outlines the costs associated 
with the recovery process and the establishment of the escrow fund. 

As outlined in the report, these costs were incurred by the Department of Finance, Revenue 
Commissioners, Chief State Solicitor’s Office, NTMA and the Central Bank of Ireland. 

In April 2018, the Minister for Finance and ASI and AOE entered into an escrow framework 
deed giving legal effect to arrangements for the recovery of the alleged State aid. The deed pro-
vides that each party pays its own fees and expenses incurred in respect of the drafting of the 
deed. Therefore it is not possible for the State to recoup costs incurred by it in the establishment 
of the escrow fund. 

08/10/2019WRC05800Vehicle Registration Data

08/10/2019WRC0590052. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance the estimated loss of revenue 
since 2016 due to the reduction in new car sales; the corresponding increase in imported sec-
ond-hand vehicles; the measures he plans to take to protect the motor trade and its substantial 
employment level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41100/19]

08/10/2019WRC06000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that while 
there has been a shift in purchaser behaviour from new to used cars since 2016, overall Vehicle 
Registration Tax (VRT) receipts have increased as set out in the following table.  VRT receipts 
for 2019 are also expected to increase on previous years based on trends to September. 

However, Value-Added Tax (VAT) receipts in the sector have fallen relative to 2016 due to 
the reduction in the number of new cars sold.  

 Year New Cars 
Registered

Used Cars 
Registered

VRT (New 
Cars)

VRT (Used 
Cars)

Total VRT Total VAT

€m €m €m €m
2016 141,660 69,301 588 177 765 750
2017 126,628 91,033 552 247 799 706
2018 121,092 98,415 559 271 830 699
2019 (9 
months)

110,023 81,115 582 234 816 658

08/10/2019WRC06100Brexit Preparations

08/10/2019WRC0620053. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the date 
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by which all the necessary Brexit infrastructure is expected to be completed by the Office of 
Public Works by port and airport in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40664/19]

08/10/2019WRC06300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): As a consequence of Brexit, physical infrastructure will be required for cus-
toms, SPS and health checks and controls at Dublin Port, Rosslare Europort and Dublin Airport.  
Preparations have been taking place at each of the three locations for two scenarios:  if a with-
drawal agreement is reached; and if there is a no-deal Brexit.  

In the event of a no-deal Brexit, interim infrastructure will be required immediately pending 
the completion of the permanent infrastructure required for the longer term. 

Detailed work has been underway across Government for more than a year involving the 
Office of Public Works; the Revenue Commissioners; the Department of Agriculture, Food & 
the Marine; the Department of Health; and the Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport. 

In the lead up to the end of March and mid-April Brexit deadlines, arrangements were fi-
nalised to ensure that sufficient infrastructure was in place in Dublin Port, Rosslare Europort 
and Dublin Airport to provide an emergency response to a no-deal Brexit.  Since then work 
has continued to enhance further these facilities, and details of the infrastructure for the end of 
October Brexit deadline are set out in the following table.

Location Facilities Provided 
Dublin Port 25 inspection bays for SPS and food safety checks and Revenue turnout 

shed;Eight Seal Check Booths for documentary and identity check facilities;A 
public office and parking for a total of 128 HGV’s with associated driver 
facilities; Overflow parking spaces for a further 77 HGVs;Live animal Border 
Control Post (BCP);Pet inspection facilities;Office accommodation.

Rosslare Europort Four inspection bays for SPS checks;Parking for 38 HGVs;Two Seal Check 
Booths for documentary and identity check facilities;A public office and driv-
ers facilities;Live animal BCP;Pet inspection facilities;Office accommodation.

Dublin Airport Inspection facilities for SPS and food safety checks; as well as for the inspec-
tion of live animals.

08/10/2019WRC06400Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management Programme

08/10/2019WRC0650054. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 87 of 19 September 2019, the person or body to which 
the Office of Public Works applied for a licence to carry out the works in question; the person 
or body that made the appropriate assessment screening determination of no likely significant 
effects; the location the licence application for the works in question may be viewed by the 
public; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40688/19]

08/10/2019WRC06600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): In 2017, the Office of Public Works made an application to the National Parks 
and Wildlife Services (NPWS) for consent to carry out maintenance activities involving the 
removal of silt and emergent vegetation in the Meelick Weir area.  As part of the assessment 
process, a screening for Appropriate Assessment was undertaken by the NPWS.  The applica-
tion for consent for this work can be requested directly from the NPWS.  

It is important to note that while the screening for Appropriate Assessment carried out by the 
NPWS determined that there were no likely significant impacts from the work on Natura 2000 
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sites and while consent was granted by the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in 
2017, the work could not be undertaken during the period for which consent was given and this 
work was deferred.

In September this year, the removal of reeds and emergent vegetation was undertaken as 
part of the work for the restoration of Meelick Weir and its walkway for which planning consent 
was received by Waterways Ireland.  Details of the planning application and related documenta-
tion, including the relevant environmental material, are available on Galway County Council’s 
website at: 

http://www.eplanning.ie/GalwayCC/AppFileRefDetails/161322/0.

08/10/2019WRC06700Flood Risk Management

08/10/2019WRC0680055. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if a 
follow-up meeting between his Department, OPW officials, local Oireachtas members and a 
committee (details supplied) in County Donegal is being planned to discuss a major capital 
flood mitigation project; if so, when such a meeting will take place; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40763/19]

08/10/2019WRC06900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): Fifteen projects were identified in County Donegal arising from the Flood 
Risk Management Plans that I announced in May 2018. Following consultation and discus-
sions between the Office of Public Works (OPW) and Donegal County Council (DCC), six of 
the Donegal projects have been selected to be progressed in the first phase of implementation.

The proposed flood relief scheme for Ballybofey and Stranorlar is not in the first phase of 
projects to be advanced. However, both the OPW and Donegal County Council will work close-
ly to ensure that the project will be progressed as early as possible.  The proposed scheme for 
Ballybofey and Stranorlar consists of hard defences and improvement of channel conveyance.

Funding of €157,500 was approved in 2018 to Donegal County Council under the OPW’s 
Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme for a project at Ballybofey and 
Stranorlar. The works comprise the removal of vegetation and trees on the embankment, the 
removal of silt, gravels and boulder deposits and construction of pumps / pumping areas and 
ground investigation works along the flood embankments. The project is being led by Donegal 
County Council.

No arrangements are currently made or planned for a follow up meeting but I am happy to 
have a further meeting to discuss this matter subject to existing diary commitments.

08/10/2019WRD00200Office of Public Works Properties

08/10/2019WRD0030056. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
Office of Public Works has received an application from an organisation (details supplied) to 
provide a day care centre in an OPW building; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40831/19]

08/10/2019WRD00400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I am informed by my officials  that in August 2019, the OPW received email 
correspondence from Northside Home Care Services enquiring about obtaining floor space in 
the Northside Civic Centre.   
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My Officials have advised Northside Home Care Services that the space at the Centre is pri-
marily assigned to Government Departments and other public bodies.  The OPW is progressing 
the assignment of any current available space to a State body and, therefore, there is no space 
available for rent at the Centre.

08/10/2019WRD00500Public Sector Pay

08/10/2019WRD0060057. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
he plans to achieve full pay equality for teachers who joined the public service since 2011; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40891/19]

08/10/2019WRD00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I refer the 
Deputy to PQ 36684 of 6 September 2019. The position for teachers is the same as set out as 
follows:

PQRef: 36684/19 

Under the Public Service Stability Agreement (PSSA) 2018 – 2020, it was agreed to exam-
ine the remaining salary scale issues in respect of post January 2011 entry grades. The attached 
report, laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas in March 2018, estimates the point in time cost 
of pay equalisation of new entrants to the public service.

The report estimated a cost of €199.8m for pay equalisation for 60,513 new entrants, an 
average cost of €3,300 per FTE.

Following this report, an agreement on new entrant salary scales was reached in September 
2018.

The main components of the agreement are:

- where two additional scale points were applied to pay scales under the Haddington Road 
Agreement, it was agreed that there will be two separate interventions in the pay scales as they 
apply to new entrant public servants recruited since January 2011.

- the two separate interventions will take place at point 4 and point 8 of the pay scales. The 
practical effect of this is that for new entrants the relevant points on the scale will be bypassed, 
thereby reducing the time spent on the scale for progression to the maximum point.

- this measure will apply from 1 March 2019 and will be applied to each new entrant as they 
reach the relevant scale points (point 4 and point 8) on their current increment date.

The cost of this measure during the remaining term of the PSSA is €75 million, with the full 
cost of the measure based on current data and public service numbers (2017) accruing over the 
period out to 2026. It is estimated that some 58% (35,750) of new entrants will benefit from this 
measure in year 1, rising to 78% (47,750) by year 2.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-08_pq57-08-10-19_en.pdf”>New Entrant Report March 2018</a>]

08/10/2019WRD00800Garda Stations

08/10/2019WRD0090058. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
the OPW will agree to purchase land beside Tubbercurry Garda station, County Sligo, in order 
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to enable the station to be expanded due to size constraints; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40948/19]

08/10/2019WRD01000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): A number of options to deal with accommodation issues at Tubbercurry Garda 
Station are under consideration. These include a possible acquisition of adjoining land. No de-
cision has been made in the matter as yet.

08/10/2019WRD01100Flood Relief Schemes Status

08/10/2019WRD0120059. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
progress that has been made in the planned flood relief scheme for the Castleconnell area of 
County Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41006/19]

08/10/2019WRD01300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kev-
in Boxer Moran): As part of the Catchment-based Flood Risk Assessment and Management 
(CFRAM) Programme, Castleconnell, Co. Limerick, was identified as being one of 300 areas 
believed to be of significant flood risk.  As of the launch of 29 Flood Risk Management Plans 
nationally in May 2018, an initial phase of 50 flood relief projects throughout the country are to 
be progressed to planning, detailed design and construction; including the five largest schemes 
identified in the Plans, 14 other flood relief schemes, and 31 small projects (with an estimated 
preliminary project budget of under €1 million), which will be progressed directly by Local 
Authorities.  The proposed flood relief scheme for Castleconnell is included in the 31 small 
projects under €1 million.  

In January this year Limerick City and County Council invited tenders for Engineering and 
Environmental Consultants for the development of a flood relief scheme in Castleconnell.  A 
preferred tenderer was identified and has now been appointed to progress the Castleconnell 
scheme.

Subject to project-level assessment, viable flood relief works for Castleconnell might in-
clude construction of a new flood defence wall, embankment and floodgates, and raising roads 
in key locations, along with maintaining the existing flood forecasting and public awareness 
campaign operated by the ESB. 

A project steering group is in place for the Castleconnell Flood Relief Scheme, comprising 
personnel from the Office of Public Works and representatives from Limerick City and County 
Council, to oversee the project being undertaken by the engineering and environmental consul-
tants. The role of the steering group is to identify and design a flood relief scheme that is techni-
cally, socially, environmentally and economically acceptable, to alleviate the risk of flooding to 
the community of Castleconnell to a determined standard of protection, and to procure, manage 
and oversee the construction of that scheme.  This process is at Stage 1, scheme development 
and design.

08/10/2019WRD01400Flood Relief Schemes Status

08/10/2019WRD0150060. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 215 of 6 September 2019, if the project brief for the procurement 
of engineering and environmental consultants for the Limerick city and environs flood relief 
scheme has been submitted to the OPW; if not, when it will be submitted; when subsequent 
consultation will commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41043/19]
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08/10/2019WRD01600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): Limerick City & Environs was identified as being one of 300 areas believed to 
be of significant flood risk as part of the Catchment-based Flood Risk Assessment and Manage-
ment (CFRAM) Programme.  As of the launch of 29 Flood Risk Management Plans nationally 
in May 2018, the proposed scheme for Limerick City and Environs in one of the largest of the 
initial phase of 50 flood relief projects throughout the country to be progressed to planning, 
detailed design and construction.  

This scheme encompasses the King’s Island Flood Relief Scheme, for which Consultants 
were appointed back in 2015 to develop the permanent flood relief scheme.  It is estimated that 
the full King’s Island scheme will protect approximately 450 residential and 23 commercial 
properties.  Limerick City and County Council is scheduled to lodge a planning application 
with An Bord Pleanála later this year, with an anticipated construction completion date approxi-
mately two years thereafter.

The project steering group for the remainder of the Limerick City and Environs Flood Relief 
Scheme is currently preparing a Project Brief for the procurement of Engineering and Environ-
mental Consultants. The appointed consultants will be tasked with identifying and designing a 
flood relief scheme that is technically, socially, environmentally and economically acceptable, 
to alleviate the risk of flooding to Limerick City and Environs to a determined standard of pro-
tection, and to procure, manage and oversee the construction of that scheme.  

The tender for consultants is scheduled to go to the Office of Public Works’ Engineering and 
Environmental Consultants framework at the end of Q4 2019 and appoint consultants in Q1 of 
2020.  Once consultants are appointed to progress this Flood Relief Scheme, consultation with 
statutory and non-statutory bodies, as well as the public, will take place at the appropriate stages 
to ensure that all parties have the opportunity to input into the development of these schemes.

The CFRAM programme indicated a preliminary project cost estimate for the preferred 
option for Limerick City and Environs (including King’s Island) of approximately €56m.  Full 
information on the proposed scheme can be found at floodinfo.ie.

08/10/2019WRD01700School Transport Data

08/10/2019WRD0180061. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the accumu-
lated surplus sums held by Bus Éireann in respect of the school transport scheme in each of the 
years 2016 to 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40685/19]

08/10/2019WRD01900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of my Depart-
ment.  In the 2018/2019 school year over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with 
special educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary 
and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost 
of over €200m in 2018.

The Bus Éireann audited accounts are available on my Department’s website for the years 
2006 onwards and they contain the information sought by the Deputy in regard to costs of the 
school transport scheme.

08/10/2019WRD02000School Transport Data
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08/10/2019WRD0210062. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the revenue 
raised by Bus Éireann in respect of the school transport scheme in the past three years to date 
in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40686/19]

08/10/2019WRD02200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of my Depart-
ment.  In the 2018/2019 school year over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with 
special educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary 
and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost 
of over €200m in 2018.

The Bus Éireann audited accounts are available on my Department’s website for the years 
2006 onwards and they contain the information sought by the Deputy in regard to costs of the 
school transport scheme.

08/10/2019WRD02300Special Educational Needs Service Provision

08/10/2019WRD0240063. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
a person (details supplied) has had their shared access to a SNA withdrawn for the 2019-20 
school year in view of the fact that the person still has a recommendation for one; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40513/19]

08/10/2019WRD02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.  
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As this question relates to a particular child, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.

08/10/2019WRD02600School Transport

08/10/2019WRD0270064. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a matter re-
garding school bus escorts will be addressed (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40534/19]

08/10/2019WRD02800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.  In the 2018/2019 school year over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with 
special educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary 
and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost 
of over €200m in 2018. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme for Children with Special Edu-
cational Needs is, having regard to available resources, to support the transport to and from 
school of children who are eligible for school transport under the terms of this scheme. 

My Department also provides funding to schools for the employment of escorts to accom-
pany children, whose care and safety needs are such that they require this level of support, 
while they travel to and from school.

Contracts of employment for escorts are a matter between the relevant school authorities 
and the individuals they employ as escorts on school transport services.

08/10/2019WRD02900Education Expenditure

08/10/2019WRD0300065. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if consideration 
will be given to the issues raised in correspondence (details supplied) concerning the need 
to increase investment in primary education; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40544/19]

08/10/2019WRD03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Budget 2019 marked the third 
year of a major reinvestment in education.  The budget for the Department of Education and 
Skills has increased by €674 million this year, a 6.7% increase on last year.  In total, the Educa-
tion budget has increased by €1.7 billion compared to 2016.

This school year sees the numbers employed in our schools reach the highest ever level.  
Over 1,300 additional posts in schools have been funded, including more than 370 posts to cater 
for growth in student population and additional special classes.  This builds on the Budget 2018 
measure which provided a one point improvement in the staffing schedule in primary schools 
which brings the position to the most favourable ever seen at primary level.

The latest figures in relation to pupil teacher ratio show an improved ratio of teachers to 
students from 16:1 to 15.2:1 at primary level when comparing the 2015/16 school year to the 
2018/19 school year.  Average class sizes at primary level improved from 24.9 to 24.3 in the 
same period. 

The Budget 2019 measure which provided for an additional release day for teaching prin-
cipals in primary schools and a further four additional release days for teaching principals in 
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schools with special classes has been implemented for the current school year.

€2.75m was allocated in Budget 2017 to restore middle management positions, i.e. the 
equivalent of approximately 1,300 posts.  The Department has committed to revising the Posts 
of Responsibility table in the leadership and management circulars to take into account retire-
ments during the school year.  This ensures that the current level of Posts of Responsibility are 
maintained in the school system.

I fully recognise the need to improve capitation funding for schools.  I am pleased to have 
been able to provide for a 5% increase in capitation funding for primary and post-primary 
schools for the current school year.  The first and full year costs of this increase is €4 million 
and €10 million respectively. 

All proposals made in relation to education expenditure are considered in the context of 
budgetary matters, having regard to overall resource constraints and other competing demands 
in the education sector.

08/10/2019WRD03200Schools Mental Health Strategies

08/10/2019WRD0330066. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if consideration is 
being given to increase the amount of time being spent in schools on the social, personal and 
health education curriculum in view of increasing anxiety and stress being reported among 
children; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40545/19]

08/10/2019WRD03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Social Personal and 
Health Education (SPHE) curriculum is the context in which social and emotional learning is 
addressed in primary and post primary schools.  A wide range of supports and programmes are 
available to support schools in the implementation of the SPHE curriculum. 

My Department is strongly supportive of the promotion of positive mental health awareness 
in schools. This Department adopts a holistic and integrated approach to supporting schools in 
promoting positive mental health.

All students commencing Junior Cycle from September 2017 onwards undertake an area of 
learning called Wellbeing. Wellbeing crosses the three years of Junior Cycle and builds on sub-
stantial work already taking place in schools in support of students’ wellbeing.  It is envisioned 
that the school’s commitment to this area of learning will increasingly have a positive impact 
on the wellbeing of the students.  It will include learning opportunities to further enhance the 
physical, mental, emotional and social wellbeing of students.

The Junior Cycle Wellbeing programme began with a minimum of 300 hours of timetabled 
engagement in 2017 and will build up to 400 hours of timetabled engagement by 2020 for stu-
dents entering first year in September 2020, as the new Junior Cycle is implemented fully in 
schools. 

My Department published guidelines for Mental Health Promotion and Suicide Prevention 
in 2013 and my Department also provides other supports such as educational psychological 
services and guidance and counselling services, and an interface with other agencies. 

My Department has published a Wellbeing Policy and Framework for Practice (2018-2023) 
for all schools which will inform how schools can promote student wellbeing. 

The Wellbeing Policy also builds on the work already taking place in schools including the 



Questions - Written Answers

38

new Framework for Junior Cycle which places a clear emphasis on overall student health and 
wellbeing. This Framework is underpinned by eight principles, one of which is “Wellbeing” 
covering  the development of key skills of “Managing Myself” and “Staying Well” which cover 
issues such as mental health and mental ill-health, dealing with tough times, loss and bereave-
ment.

08/10/2019WRD03500Special Educational Needs Staff

08/10/2019WRD0360067. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if consideration is 
being given to expanding the role of behavioural support teachers across secondary and primary 
schools; if costings have been done for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40546/19]

08/10/2019WRD03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), which was established to improve 
the delivery of Education Services to persons with special educational needs, now provides a 
Regional Support Service for schools. 

The service includes the Special Education Support Service (SESS), the National Behaviour 
Support Service (NBSS) and the Visiting Teacher Service for children with sensory impairment 
(VTHVI service).

The role of the National Behavioural Support Service is to assist partner schools in address-
ing current behavioural concerns on three levels. The NBSS works with schools in addressing 
students’ social, emotional, academic and behavioural needs at Level 1: school-wide for all 
students, Level 2: targeted intervention for some students and Level 3: intensive individualised 
support for a few students.

The NBSS supports teachers to develop a school ‘Behaviour for Learning Programme’ spe-
cifically targeted at students in need of intensive individualised intervention

They can also support the provision of intensive individualised support to students in NBSS 
partner schools, by Behaviour for Learning Programme Teacher(s) or by various school person-
nel in partnership with NBSS team members.

The NBSS also researches, collates and disseminates evidence that informs the develop-
ment of a school-wide positive behavioural approach that meets the needs of schools and pro-
vides sustainable long-term outcomes.

At present, the NBSS is working with over 103 post primary schools throughout the country.

Further details of the range of programmes and supports which can be provided to schools 
by the NCSE National Behavioural Support Service are available at https://www.nbss.ie/ncse   

Schools are also supported in dealing with behavioural issues by the National Educational 
Psychological Services.

Special Needs Assistant Supports are also provided to schools to assist to provide for the 
care needs of pupils attending their schools, including where these care needs relating to behav-
ioural issues, in accordance with the criteria set out in DES Circular 30/2014. 

Over 13,400 additional special education teachers are also provided for mainstream primary 
and post primary schools to provide additional teaching support for pupils with special educa-
tional needs, or additional learning needs, including where those additional learning needs arise 
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due to behavioural issues.

The NCSE Regional Support Service also provides for a range of Continuing Professional 
Development and Training programmes on behavioural support.

Furthermore, earlier this year, Government approved the trialling of a new School Inclusion 
Model, a new integrated education and health service model for supporting students with ad-
ditional needs. One element of this new model is the establishment, on a pilot basis, of an ex-
panded NCSE Regional Support Team in the Community Healthcare Organisation area (CHO 
7), which will include behaviour practitioners. This is a new post within the NCSE and the work 
of the behaviour practitioners will be focused on building NCSE’s capacity to support schools 
in promoting positive behaviour and preventing and managing challenging behaviours should 
they arise. 

Consideration of any further extension of the role of behavioural support teachers will be 
informed by the evaluation of the School Inclusion Model. Costings in relation to any possible 
expansion of the role of behavioural support teachers has therefore not taken place to date.

08/10/2019WRD03800School Funding

08/10/2019WRD0390068. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a 
matter regarding a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40547/19]

08/10/2019WRD0400078. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a 
matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40638/19]

08/10/2019WRD04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 68 and 78 together.

€2.75m was allocated in Budget 2017 to restore middle management positions i.e. the 
equivalent of approximately 1,300 middle management posts (Assistant Principal I and Assis-
tant Principal II) at both Primary and Post-Primary (2,600 in total). 

This measure allowed for the commencement of restoration of middle management posts as 
part of an agreed distributed leadership model and meant lifting the longstanding moratorium 
on these posts. This recognises the key role school leadership has in promoting a school envi-
ronment which is welcoming, inclusive and accountable.

In total almost 1700 leadership posts have been invested in our primary schools since 2017 
which has led to 1 in 3 teachers now holding promoted positions.  The Department has commit-
ted to revising the Posts of Responsibility table in the leadership and management circulars to 
take into account retirements during the school year.  This ensures that the current level of Posts 
of Responsibilities are maintained in the school system. 

The lifting of the moratorium is an initial phase in the restoration of middle management 
posts and any future changes to the number of posts allocated will be dependent on budgetary 
demands.

I am pleased to have been able to provide for a 5% increase in capitation funding for pri-
mary and post primary schools that will apply from the start of the 2019/20 school year.  The 
first and full year costs of this increase is €4 million and €10 million respectively.

It is my intention to seek funding for further capitation increases in future budgets, however, 
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I must have regard to the level of resources which will be available to my Department, in the 
context of the continuing need for the Government to prudently manage the economy and the 
public finances and have regard to risks, including those associated with Brexit.

The school the deputy refers to received funding of €193,470.00 in relation to capitation and 
ancillary services in 2019.

My Department’s Loose Furniture & Equipment Scheme is the mechanism for all schools 
- primary and post-primary - to apply for replacement furniture for teaching spaces and other 
spaces and to fund the purchase of individual items of furniture and equipment for special needs 
pupils. In addition, primary school may use their minor works grant to purchase particular fur-
niture if they consider this a priority for their schools.

Requests for funding for replacement furniture and equipment should be submitted to furni-
tureequipment@education.gov.ie accompanied by three quotations and photographic evidence 
of the furniture to be replaced.

08/10/2019WRD04200Home Tuition Scheme Provision

08/10/2019WRD0430069. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has been 
drawn to delays in granting home tuition supports; the reason home tuition hours have not been 
sanctioned; when this issue will be addressed; and his plans to ensure such delays do not recur 
in the future. [40552/19]

08/10/2019WRD0440070. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the supports he plans 
to put in place for teachers and parents of children affected by recent delays in the sanctioning 
of home tuition hours; and his plans in this area for the coming period. [40553/19]

08/10/2019WRD04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 69 and 70 together.

I am aware of concerns regarding the operation of the Home Tuition scheme.

The Special Education Home Tuition Grant scheme provides funding towards a compen-
satory educational service for children with special educational needs seeking an educational 
placement for whom such a placement is not available.  The scheme also provides for early 
intervention for children with Autism.

The application forms and related Circular for this year’s scheme were published on 8 Au-
gust 2019. Last year, the forms and circular were published on 26 July 2018.

The Department works closely with the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) 
which has responsibility for working with families and schools and for the provision and coor-
dination of an adequate number of specialist educational places to meet local demand through-
out the country. 

The NCSE has a national network of Special Educational Needs Officers (SENOs) to plan 
the necessary provision to meet local need. SENOs assist and advise parents experiencing dif-
ficulty finding a suitable school place for their child.   

Where a parent cannot secure a suitable school place for their child, they can make an ap-
plication to the Department for the Home Tuition Grant.  The Home Tuition Grant provides 
funding towards a compensatory educational service for children until a school placement is 
available.  By its nature, it is intended to be a short term intervention.
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The application is signed by the NCSE local SENO to confirm that no school placement is 
currently available for the child. SENOs are processing home tuition applications as a matter 
of urgency.

The Home Tuition Application form outlines that it may take the Department up to 15 work-
ing days to process home tuition applications. Since applications opened in this academic year, 
699 applications have been approved. Currently, there are 90 applications on hand and these 
will be processed within the 15 day period.

Home Tutors are engaged by the parents/guardian of the child who is to receive tuition. 
Home tutors do not have a contractual relationship with the Department.

The operation of the scheme will be reviewed during the current academic year. 

08/10/2019WRD04700Home Tuition Scheme

08/10/2019WRD0480071. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of hours 
and amount of funding allocated for home tuition hours for children with ASD and others in 
each of the years 2010 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [40554/19]

08/10/2019WRD04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The purpose of the Home Tu-
ition Grant Scheme is to provide funding towards the provision of a compensatory educational 
service for:

 1. Early educational  intervention for children with autism who meet the schemes eligibility 
criteria 

 2. Children with special educational needs, including autism, seeking an educational place-
ment in a recognised school

 3. Students, enrolled in schools, with significant medical conditions which has caused, and 
is likely to continue to cause, major disruption to their attendance at school 

The preferred approach is that children are educated in school settings where children may 
have access to fully qualified teachers, individualised education programmes, special needs 
assistants, school curriculum with the option, where possible and appropriate, of full or partial 
integration and interaction with other pupils. 

Accordingly, Home Tuition is provided as an interim measure only for children for whom 
a placement in a recognised school is not available and should not be regarded as an optional 
alternative to a school placement.  

Allocation of hours under the terms of the Scheme 

(1)  Children between 2.5 and 3 years of age (who have been assessed with an Autism Spec-
trum Disorder based on the DSM V or ICD 10 criteria).  

The maximum home tuition grant for children with ASD up to 3 years of age is based on 10 
hours tuition per week. 

(2)  Children with Special Educational Needs seeking a school placement   

The maximum home tuition grant for children awaiting a placement is based on 20 hours 
tuition per week subject to the appropriate school calendar. 
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(3)  Students enrolled in schools with a significant medical condition which has caused, and 
is likely to continue to cause, major disruption to their attendance at school 

Generally, grant aid based on a range of between 2 and 10 hours tuition may be approved 
with the allocation reflecting the level of attendance in the previous school year and whether 
the attendance was at primary or post primary level. As a general guide, up to 5 hours may be 
granted to children at primary level while students at post primary level may be granted be-
tween 2 and 10 hours.  

Home Tuition Costs 2011-2018   (Please note 2019 is not available at present)

Year Home Tuition Costs
2011 €  9.4m
2012 €  8.9m 
2013 €  9.6m
2014 €10.3m
2015 €11.3m 
2016 €12.2m     
2017 €14.5m 
2018 €16.6m

08/10/2019WRD05000

School Transport Administration

08/10/2019WRD0510072. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Education and Skills when his Depart-
ment will provide the Ombudsman for Children with a detailed measurement of routes and 
mileage of the distance between Quin and Ennis, County Clare, and Quin and Tulla, County 
Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40565/19]

08/10/2019WRD05200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

In general, children are eligible for school transport where they meet the distance criteria 
and are attending their nearest school. 

Bus Éireann determines distance eligibility by measuring the shortest traversable route, 
which may be either pedestrian or vehicular from a family’s home to their nearest school.

The terms of the scheme are applied equitably on a national basis

The Department has sought this information from Bus Éireann and will forward same to the 
Ombudsman directly once received.

08/10/2019WRD05300School Services Staff
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08/10/2019WRD0540073. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to a situation relating to school secretaries (details supplied); if the matter will be 
resolved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40572/19]

08/10/2019WRD05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I recognise the very important 
work done by these staff, and the other support staff in the running of our schools.  I have spo-
ken to a number of school secretaries about their employment conditions and understand the 
issues they have raised.

Earlier this year I relaxed the moratorium for those C&C and ETB schools with enrolments 
of 700 and more which allow them to employ additional school secretaries up to a maximum of 
two per school. There are 91 schools in the C&C and ETB Sector who meet this criteria, based 
on the information currently available to this Department. This is an initial step and has taken 
immediate effect.

Schemes were initiated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of clerical officers and care-
takers in schools.  The schemes were withdrawn completely in 2008.  These schemes have been 
superseded by the more extensive capitation grant schemes.  The current grant scheme was 
agreed in the context of the Programme for Economic and Social Progress, published in 1991.  

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools now receive assistance to provide 
for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under these grant schemes.  It is a matter for 
each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular needs. 
Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff taken 
on to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility for 
terms of employment rests with the school. 

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers, including through an indepen-
dent arbitration process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 
10% between 2016 and 2019 for staff and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 be phased in 
over that period.  This arbitration agreement covers the period up to 31 December 2019.  

The arbitration agreement was designed to be of greatest benefit to lower-paid secretaries 
and caretakers. For example, a secretary or caretaker who was paid the then minimum wage of 
€8.65 per hour in 2015 prior to the arbitration has from 1 January 2019, been paid €13 per hour 
which is a 50% increase in that individual’s hourly pay.

Officials from my Department attended a meeting of the Joint Committee on Education and 
Skills on 9 April to discuss the status of non-teaching staff.

In May this year officials from my Department had discussions with FÓRSA trade union 
representatives as part of a planned meeting. FÓRSA took the opportunity to formally table a 
pay claim.  

This was tabled as a follow-on claim from the current pay agreement for this cohort of staff 
which lasts until December 2019. The Department issued surveys on the 10th of July to estab-
lish the full current cost of the trade union’s claim. This is standard practice.

FÓRSA’s claim will be fully considered once the current costings have been determined 
on completion of the survey analysis.  In these circumstances any industrial action by FÓRSA 
members is considered unwarranted, not least because the period of the current arbitration 
agreement has not expired.  

Officials from the Department met with FÓRSA representatives in September. Management 



Questions - Written Answers

44

Bodies representing the employers of schools impacted by the action were also in attendance at 
the meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to further explore the details of the pay claim as 
presented by FÓRSA and the nature of the industrial action.  

The Department restated to the trade union that their claim will be fully considered once the 
current costings have been determined on completion of these surveys.  The Department reiter-
ated its view to the union that any industrial action is premature and unwarranted, and called on 
FÓRSA to reconsider their action. 

On 30 September FÓRSA requested the Department to agree to use the services of the 
Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) to resolve the dispute.  As is normal practice the De-
partment has agreed to use the industrial relations machinery of the state in an effort to resolve 
this matter.  

In order to address the various issues within the claim and to arrive at a mutually acceptable 
solution, the Department will participate in discussions with FÓRSA under the auspices of the 
WRC. The Department will be requesting the assistance of the WRC in ensuring that once talks 
commence the industrial action be stood down to enable these discussions to progress.

08/10/2019WRD05600School Staff

08/10/2019WRD0570074. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
recognise large primary schools and extend the allocation of posts (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40602/19]

08/10/2019WRD05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): €2.75m was allocated in Bud-
get 2017 to restore middle management positions i.e. the equivalent of approximately 1,300 
middle management posts (Assistant Principal I and Assistant Principal II) at both Primary and 
Post-Primary (2,600 in total). 

This measure allowed for the commencement of restoration of middle management posts as 
part of an agreed distributed leadership model and meant lifting the longstanding moratorium 
on these posts. This recognises the key role school leadership has in promoting a school envi-
ronment which is welcoming, inclusive and accountable.

In total almost 1700 leadership posts have been invested in our primary schools since 2017 
which has led to 1 in 3 teachers now holding promoted positions.  The Department has commit-
ted to revising the Posts of Responsibility table in the leadership and management circulars to 
take into account retirements during the school year.  This ensures that the current level of Posts 
of Responsibilities are maintained in the school system. 

The lifting of the moratorium is an initial phase in the restoration of middle management 
posts and any future changes to the number of posts allocated will be dependent on budgetary 
demands.

08/10/2019WRD05900Schools Building Projects Status

08/10/2019WRD0600075. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a 
major school building project (details supplied) is stuck at stage 2b detailed design since De-
cember 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40611/19]

08/10/2019WRD06100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
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the school to which the Deputy refers is at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 
2(b) - Detailed Design, which includes the applications for Planning Permission, Fire Cert and 
Disability Access Cert and the preparation of tender documents.  All statutory approvals have 
been obtained.

My Department understands from the Design Team Leader that delays were encountered in 
securing the Fire Safety Cert (FSC) and the Disability Access Cert (DAC).  A decision on both 
these applications had been expected from Louth County Council in December 2017.  A deci-
sion on the FSC and DAC were finally granted on the 10th and 12th April 2018 respectively.

My Department recently received the Stage 2(b) Submission for this project which is cur-
rently under review.  

The Deputy will appreciate that the stage 2(b) submission is a detailed and complex set of 
documents including all tender documents. It is an extremely vital part in the design process 
and is the final step prior to my Department issuing authorisation to proceed to tender for the 
construction of the school building.  The review by my Department of a Stage 2(b) submission 
would normally take at least 10 to 12 weeks for review and approval.

Upon review of this report my Department will revert to Board of Management with regard 
to the further progression of the project.

08/10/2019WRD06200School Costs

08/10/2019WRD0630076. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the expected costs that 
accrue to schools for using external accountants or auditors; and if he has allocated additional 
funding to schools to ensure compliance with the provision of the Education Act 1998 that all 
accounts of schools are properly audit or certified. [40625/19]

08/10/2019WRD06400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): It is important to ensure that 
appropriate governance arrangements are in place for transparency and accountability in the 
management of public money.

Therefore, all Boards of Managements of schools are obliged to comply with Section 18 of 
the Education Act 1998 and the arrangements set out in my Department’s circulars 0060/2017 
and 0002/2018 in relation to the operation of the Financial Services Support Unit (FSSU). This 
includes the submission of accounts to the FSSU by an external accountant/auditor who has a 
current Practicing Certificate, Professional Indemnity Insurance and is registered with a pre-
scribed accountancy body in the State. 

The independence of an external accountant/auditor provides assurance to the Board and the 
State that the accounts are prepared in line with good accounting practice and standards. 

Schools are permitted to regard capitation and ancillary grants as a combined grant from 
which the Board of Management can allocate according to its own priorities.

Furthermore, a 5% increase in capitation funding was provided for Primary and Post-Prima-
ry schools that will apply from the start of the 2019/20 school year.  

Responsibility for procurement of an external accountant/auditor and payment of same rests 
with the Board of Management in respect of schools operated by them. Boards of Management 
should take a proactive approach when it comes to sourcing accountancy services in order to 
ensure best value is obtained and to ensure compliance with public procurement procedures. 
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Schools Procurement Unit which has a national remit is available to advise and assist schools in 
relation to procurement matters.  The FSSU also provides assistance for schools when sourcing 
accountancy services.

08/10/2019WRD06500Schools Data

08/10/2019WRD0660077. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of schools 
which have failed to submit their accounts to the FSSU in line with the provision of section 18 
of the Education Act 1998; if alternative arrangements have been considered for the certifica-
tion of school accounts in view of the costs associated with hiring external auditors or accoun-
tants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40626/19]

08/10/2019WRD06700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): It is important to ensure that 
appropriate governance arrangements are in place for transparency and accountability in the 
management of public money.

Therefore, all Boards of Managements of schools are obliged to comply with Section 18 of 
the Education Act 1998 and the arrangements set out in my Department’s circulars 0060/2017 
and 0002/2018 in relation to the operation of the Financial Services Support Unit (FSSU). This 
includes the submission of accounts to the FSSU by an external accountant/auditor who has a 
current Practicing Certificate, Professional Indemnity Insurance and is registered with a pre-
scribed accountancy body in the State. 

The independence of an external accountant/auditor provides assurance to the Board and the 
State that the accounts are prepared in line with good accounting practice and standards. 

The FSSU has been operating on this basis in the Voluntary Secondary Sector since 2005 
and Voluntary Secondary Schools in the free education scheme have been submitting their 
accounts to the FSSU via an external accountant/auditor. Of the 322 schools in this sector, 6 
schools have yet to submit this years accounts.

The FSSU rolled out its services on a phased basis to Primary Schools from September 
2017 and Community & Comprehensive schools from January 2018. Primary schools will be 
required to submit their accounts by February 2020 and Community & Comprehensive by Feb-
ruary 2021.

  Question No. 78 answered with Question No. 68.

08/10/2019WRD06900Capitation Grants

08/10/2019WRD0700079. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
restore and-or increase capitation grants for primary schools in 2019 and 2020; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40652/19]

08/10/2019WRD0710081. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
restore and-or increase capitation grants for primary schools in 2019 and 2020; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40661/19]

08/10/2019WRD07200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 79 and 81 together.

I fully recognise the need to improve capitation funding for schools.
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I am pleased to have been able to provide for a 5% increase in capitation funding for pri-
mary and post primary schools that will apply from the start of the 2019/20 school year.  The 
first and full year costs of this increase is €4 million and €10 million respectively.

In looking at the competing demands for the next Budget, I must have regard to the level of 
resources which will be available to my Department, in the context of the continuing need for 
the Government to prudently manage the economy and the public finances and have regard to 
risks, including those associated with Brexit.

08/10/2019WRD07300Pupil-Teacher Ratio

08/10/2019WRD0740080. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress he 
has made to date on reducing primary school class sizes to match an EU average of 20 pupils 
per teacher; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40653/19]

08/10/2019WRD07500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Budget 2019 marks the third 
year of a major reinvestment in the education. In 2019, the budget for the Department of Educa-
tion and Skills will increase by €674 million, a 6.7% increase on last year.  In total, the Educa-
tion budget will have increased by €1.7 billion compared to 2016.

Budget 2019 will see numbers employed in our schools reach the highest ever level. Over 
1,300 additional posts in schools will be funded, including more than 370 teaching posts to 
cater for growth in student population and additional special classes. This builds on the Budget 
2018 measure which provided a one point improvement in the staffing schedule in primary 
schools which brings the position to the most favourable ever seen at primary level.

It is the annual staffing schedule which determines the allocation of teachers to schools.  For 
the current school year, it operates on a general average of 26 pupils to every 1 teacher (26:1) 
which is historically the lowest ever allocation ratio at primary level.

The latest figures in relation to pupil teacher ratio show an improved ratio of teachers to 
students from 16:1 to 15.2:1 at primary level when comparing the 2015/16 school year to the 
2018/19 school year.  Average class sizes at primary level improved from 24.9 to 24.3 in the 
same period.  

All proposals made in relation to education expenditure are considered in the context of 
budgetary matters, having regard to overall resource constraints and other competing demands 
in the education sector.

  Question No. 81 answered with Question No. 79.

08/10/2019WRE00300Teacher Recruitment

08/10/2019WRE0040082. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person 
(details supplied) will be reinstated to their position as a career guidance councillor in view of 
the fact the Teaching Council regulations do not prevent them from being appointed; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40668/19]

08/10/2019WRE00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The recruitment and appoint-
ment of teachers to fill teaching posts is a matter for the individual school authority, subject to 
procedures agreed under Section 24(3) of the Education Act 1998 (as amended by the Educa-
tion (Amendment) Act 2012). 
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In accordance with Department Circular 31/ 2011, which is available on the Department’s 
website under www.education.ie, schools are required to employ appropriately qualified and 
registered teachers and ensure that unemployed teachers should be offered employment in pref-
erence to those who have retired. These measures were taken in an effort to increase employ-
ment opportunities for unemployed teachers.

The following are the minimum requirements for employment as a teacher as detailed in the 
above circular:

a) Be registered with the Teaching Council in accordance with Part 3 of the Teaching Coun-
cil Act 2001

And

b) Have qualifications appropriate to the sector and suitable to the post for which s/he is to 
be employed (referred to in this circular as “appropriately qualified”).

In accordance with circular PPT12/05 a guidance counsellor should be a qualified second-
level teacher and in addition should hold qualifications in guidance as set out in this circular. 

08/10/2019WRE00600Schools Building Projects Status

08/10/2019WRE0070083. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing the pre-tender stage of a project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40674/19]

08/10/2019WRE00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy has recently completed Stage 2(b) of architectural planning 
and has been progressed to tender stage.

A tender stage normally takes between 7 and 8 months to complete.

08/10/2019WRE00900Education Funding

08/10/2019WRE0100084. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a 
matter (details supplied) regarding investment in primary education; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40679/19]

08/10/2019WRE01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Budget 2019 marked the third 
year of a major reinvestment in education.  The budget for the Department of Education and 
Skills has increased by €674 million this year, a 6.7% increase on last year.  In total, the Educa-
tion budget has increased by €1.7 billion compared to 2016.

This school year sees the numbers employed in our schools reach the highest ever level.  
Over 1,300 additional posts in schools have been funded, including more than 370 posts to cater 
for growth in student population and additional special classes.  This builds on the Budget 2018 
measure which provided a one point improvement in the staffing schedule in primary schools 
which brings the position to the most favourable ever seen at primary level.

The latest figures in relation to pupil teacher ratio show an improved ratio of teachers to 
students from 16:1 to 15.2:1 at primary level when comparing the 2015/16 school year to the 
2018/19 school year.  Average class sizes at primary level improved from 24.9 to 24.3 in the 
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same period. 

The Budget 2019 measure which provided for an additional release day for teaching prin-
cipals in primary schools and a further four additional release days for teaching principals in 
schools with special classes has been implemented for the current school year.

2.75m was allocated in Budget 2017 to restore middle management positions, i.e. the equiv-
alent of approximately 1,300 posts.  The Department has committed to revising the Posts of 
Responsibility table in the leadership and management circulars to take into account retire-
ments during the school year.  This ensures that the current level of Posts of Responsibility are 
maintained in the school system.

I fully recognise the need to improve capitation funding for schools.  I am pleased to have 
been able to provide for a 5% increase in capitation funding for primary and post-primary 
schools for the current school year.  The first and full year costs of this increase is €4 million 
and €10 million respectively. 

All proposals made in relation to education expenditure are considered in the context of 
budgetary matters, having regard to overall resource constraints and other competing demands 
in the education sector.

08/10/2019WRE01200Departmental Staff Redeployment

08/10/2019WRE0130085. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the clerical 
officer transfer of a person (details supplied) under the mobility scheme will be possible; and if 
there is a timeline for same. [40687/19]

08/10/2019WRE01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Civil Service mobility 
scheme comes under the remit of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, and is 
administered through HR Shared Services.

According to information available to HR officials in my Department, the person in question 
applied on the 27th of August 2018 for a transfer to Zone 16, which includes a number of De-
partments of which one is my Department’s Athlone office. I further understand that the person 
is number 42 on the mobility list for my Department.

While it is not possible at this stage to give an indication if or when an offer of a transfer 
will be made, HR will continue to monitor movement of the mobility panel in line with filling 
current and upcoming vacancies.

08/10/2019WRE01500Schools Building Projects Applications

08/10/2019WRE0160086. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if sanction will 
be granted to a school (details supplied) to proceed to tender for a three classroom extension, 
which has already been approved by his Department under the devolved grant process; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40693/19]

08/10/2019WRE01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school to which the Dep-
uty refers was granted funding under the Additional Accommodation Scheme 2017 to build 3 
Mainstream Classrooms with en-suite toilets,1 Assisted User WC and the removal of 1 prefab-
ricated classroom.
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I am pleased to be able to inform the Deputy that the school was recently granted approval 
to proceed to the tender with this project.  

08/10/2019WRE01800Higher Education Institutions Staff

08/10/2019WRE0190087. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to address 
sexual harassment of staff in higher education institutions; the work programme of the new 
Centre of Excellence for Gender Equality to address same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40697/19]

08/10/2019WRE02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Higher Educations Institutions 
have a duty of care to their staff and students, and a responsibility to foster a campus culture that 
is clear in the condemnation of unwanted and unacceptable behaviours.

In April 2019, my Department published a Framework for Promoting Consent and Prevent-
ing Sexual Violence in Irish HEIs (Safe, Respectful, Supportive and Positive - Ending Sexual 
Violence and Harassment in Irish Higher Education Institutions). This Framework aims to en-
sure the creation of an institutional campus culture which is safe, respectful and supportive.

The Centre of Excellence for Gender Equality in the HEA was established in June 2019 to 
ensure sustainable acceleration towards gender equality in third level institutions by provid-
ing centralised support, sharing of good practice, and funding for innovative organisational 
and cultural change initiatives nationally. Institutional Gender Action Plans (a requirement for 
Athena SWAN certification and of the Gender Action Plan 2018-2020) address the area of 
sexual harassment through actions such as improving reporting levels and carrying out dignity 
and respect training. Progress on the implementation of the 2018 Higher Education Gender 
Equality Task Force Action Plan and the 2016 Expert Group recommendations, is monitored by 
the HEA as part of its annual Strategy and Performance Dialogue process with higher education 
institutions.

The National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) undertook a review of RSE 
in schools and published its draft report in July 2019.  A public consultation is currently under-
way to ensure that the findings and the related draft advice is reflective of the needs of students, 
schools and parents.  This consultation process closes on 25 October. It is expected that the 
review will be completed in later 2019. 

08/10/2019WRE02100Schools Building Projects Data

08/10/2019WRE0220088. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details of 
investment (details supplied) in Cork since 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40702/19]

08/10/2019WRE02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I have asked my Department 
to collate the information requested by the Deputy and I will convey it to him when it is ready.

08/10/2019WRE02400School Management

08/10/2019WRE0250089. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to review 
in-school management posts in primary schools with a view to revising upwards the provision 
of posts for schools with more than 45 teachers (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [40733/19]

08/10/2019WRE02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): €2.75m was allocated in Bud-
get 2017 to restore middle management positions i.e. the equivalent of approximately 1,300 
middle management posts (Assistant Principal I and Assistant Principal II) at both Primary and 
Post-Primary (2,600 in total).

This measure allowed for the commencement of restoration of middle management posts as 
part of an agreed distributed leadership model and meant lifting the longstanding moratorium 
on these posts. This recognises the key role school leadership has in promoting a school envi-
ronment which is welcoming, inclusive and accountable.

In total almost 1700 leadership posts have been invested in our primary schools since 2017 
which has led to 1 in 3 teachers now holding promoted positions.  The Department has commit-
ted to revising the Posts of Responsibility table in the leadership and management circulars to 
take into account retirements during the school year.  This ensures that the current level of Posts 
of Responsibilities are maintained in the school system. 

The lifting of the moratorium is an initial phase in the restoration of middle management 
posts and any future changes to the number of posts allocated will be dependent on budgetary 
demands.

08/10/2019WRE02700Departmental Schemes

08/10/2019WRE0280090. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a person 
(details supplied) was informed that the review of the ex-gratia scheme is separate from the 
report that has to be sent back to the Council Of Europe on its implementation of the European 
Court of Human Rights judgment in a case which may take several months to complete in view 
of the fact that the ruling on this was that the ex-gratia scheme was not separate; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40737/19]

08/10/2019WRE02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Following on from the ECtHR 
judgment in the Louise O’Keeffe case, my Department is required to report to the Council of 
Europe on a biannual basis on the measures it has taken to implement the judgment.  The lat-
est Action Plan which will be filed in October provides information on the measures that have 
been taken to monitor child safeguarding issues.  It also provides an update on the determina-
tions reached by Mr Justice Iarfhlaith O’Neill in his assessment of applications for the ex gratia 
scheme.

The review of the ex gratia scheme is ongoing and the Council of Europe are informed ac-
cordingly in the Action Plan. 

08/10/2019WRE03000Special Educational Needs Service Provision

08/10/2019WRE0310091. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if funding 
will be allocated to increase ASD units in a school (details supplied) in south County Kildare. 
[40746/19]

08/10/2019WRE03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for Spe-
cial Education (NCSE) has a statutory function to plan and co-ordinate the provision of educa-
tion and support services to children with special educational needs.
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This includes the establishment of special class and special school placements in various 
geographical areas where the NCSE identifies need.

It is open to any school to make application to the NCSE to establish a class where a need 
has been identified in their area. My Department is not involved in considering applications 
from individual schools.

The NCSE have well established structures to ensure that advance planning is in place so 
that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who have been identified as 
needing special class placements.

In deciding where to establish a special class in an area, the NCSE take account of the cur-
rent and projected demand and the available school accommodation both current and planned. 
In this regard, the SENO will also approach individual schools in the area to discuss the matter 
with a view to finding the optimal location in terms of convenience and sustainability.

The NCSE team of locally based Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are avail-
able to assist and advise schools to plan for special class provision and to address issues in 
provision that may arise from time in time at local levels. 

Guidelines for Boards of Management and Principals of Primary and Post Primary schools 
contain information on setting up and organising special classes, including information on re-
sources which may be provided to schools to establish special classes are available to download 
from www.ncse.ie.

In Co. Kildare, there are currently 4 special schools and 77 special classes in mainstream 
schools, including 6 ASD Early Intervention classes, 48 primary ASD classes and 16 ASD post 
primary ASD classes.

As the Deputy’s question relates to the NCSE planning for special class provision in a par-
ticular area I have arranged for the question to be forwarded to the NCSE for their attention and 
direct reply.

08/10/2019WRE03300School Staff

08/10/2019WRE0340092. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
redeploy secondary school teachers between Dublin and County Kildare; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40750/19]

08/10/2019WRE03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The core function of the rede-
ployment arrangements is to facilitate the redeployment of surplus permanent teachers to other 
schools where vacancies exist. The redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers is key to 
the Department’s ability to manage within its payroll budget and ceiling on teacher numbers.

At second-level, a voluntary redeployment scheme has operated on a pilot basis in specific 
regions in recent years.  Permanent teachers employed in these regions were given an oppor-
tunity to volunteer for a transfer to other areas if such a transfer would free up a vacancy that 
would facilitate the redeployment of a surplus permanent teacher in the region.

The criteria used for the allocation of teachers to primary and post-primary schools, in-
cluding redeployment arrangements, are published annually. The arrangements for the 2020/21 
school year will be published in January 2020.
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08/10/2019WRE03600Schools Health and Safety

08/10/2019WRE0370093. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount 
spent on improving the health and safety standards of each school impacted by the structural 
review of schools constructed by a company (details supplied); the estimated costs for the re-
maining schools to have work carried out; and the area from which his Department has obtained 
the moneys expended; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40751/19]

08/10/2019WRE0380094. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if new builds 
and planned expansions to schools will be put on hold as a result of unexpected structural re-
view costs in 2019; if plans will be put on hold; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40752/19]

08/10/2019WRE0390095. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details of 
each school built by a company (details supplied) in the past ten years; the cost initially bud-
geted for each; the amount the project cost upon completion; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40753/19]

08/10/2019WRE04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 93 to 95, inclusive, together.

My Department’s overall capital budget increased by almost €200m between 2018 and 2019 
(€745m to €941m).

This increased capital budget is facilitating extensions and new schools being delivered as 
part of the rollout of Project Ireland 2040 along with significant progress being made in relation 
to the schools remediation programme.

In relation to Project Ireland 2040 rollout, my Department publishes a monthly update on its 
website in relation to the progression of large-scale projects through the various stages of capi-
tal appraisal, site acquisition, design, tender and construction.  Updates in relation to smaller 
scale projects are published on a weekly basis.  In summary, in the schools sector, the rollout of 
Project Ireland 2040 involved overall construction activity during 2018 and 2019  of  circa 130 
large scale projects ranging in value from €1m to projects in excess of €20m.   There was also 
in excess of 280 projects with a project value less than €1m at construction during this period.  
All of these projects are expected to deliver more than 40,000 permanent (additional and re-
placement) school places.  Typically, there are approximately 50 large scale projects delivered 
in a given year.

My Department also publishes regular updates in relation to the schools remediation pro-
gramme.  The last update was published on 14 August 2019.  Significant progress was made 
during summer 2019 in relation to this programme.  This facilitated precautionary measures 
being removed from 14 of the affected schools. The remainder of the schools remediation pro-
gramme is scheduled to be undertaken on a phased basis over 2020 and 2021,  primarily during 
the school holiday periods.

My Department continues to liaise with the Chief State Solicitor’s Office and the Attorney 
General’s Office on the on-going legal process related to the schools built by the contractor in-
volved.  Proceedings have issued in a number of schools to date. For legal reasons, my Depart-
ment is not in a position to provide the costs for the remediation work at this time.

Contract cost information requested by the Deputy for projects carried out by the contractor 
over the last ten years is contained in the attachment to this response.  Where final accounts are 
available, the difference between the contract sum and the final outturn is less than 10% in all 
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cases.

Schools

Year Com-
pleted

County Roll No. School Budget/Tender amount 
(ex VAT)

Final Account Figure 
(Ex VAT)

2009 Cork 15597W Macroom Boys National 
School, Sleveen East, Mac-
room, Co. Cork

€3,244,750.05 €3,401,801.43

2009 Dublin Fingal 76129H Ardgillan Community Col-
lege, Castleland, Balbrig-
gan, Co. Dublin

€3,525,000.00 €3,603,258.18

2011 Dublin Fingal 20201V Tyrrelstown ETNS, Hol-
lywood Road, Tyrrelstown, 
Dublin

€5,022,500.00 €5,257,418.60

2011 Meath 20215J St Pauls NS, Jamestown, 
Ratoath, Co. Meath.

€3,569,520.00 €3,906,558.84

2011 Kildare 16705E Scoil Phadraig Naofa, To-
mard, Athy, Co. Kildare.

2011 Kildare 06209J Athy Model School, Rath-
stewart, Athy, Co. Kildare  
(GP Room)

2011 Kildare 20192A GS Atha Í, Tomard, Athy, 
Co. Kildare (GP Room)

 €4,885,000.00 €5,081,730.55

2011 Dublin Belgard 20303G Lucan East Educate 
Together National School, 
Griffeen Avenue, Lucan, Co. 
Dublin.

€1,595,000.00 €1,675,432

2012 Dublin Fingal 16675V St. Luke’s NS Hollywood 
Road, Tyrrelstown, Dublin 
15.

€3,192,000.00 €3,257,462.17

2012 Dublin Fingal n/a Castlemills  Education 
Centre, Balbriggan, Dublin 
+ Flemington Community 
Centre Balbriggan 

€4,235,000.00 €4,489,863.98

2012 Laois 15556I Portarlington Convent NS, 
Portarlington, Co. Laois.

€2,234,000.00 €2,269,544.90

2012 Dublin Belgard 20223I Gaelscoil Eiscir Riada, 
Lucan, Dublin.

€3,397,000.00 €3,525,705.33

2013 Cork County 20310D Carrigaline ETNS, Rose-
mount, Herons Wood, Car-
rigaline, Co. Cork.

2013 Cork County 20006A Gaelscoil Chloich na 
Coillte, Bothar Chnoc Na 
Raithni, Cloch Na Gcoillte, 
Co. Chorcai. Gaelscoil 
Chloich na Coillte Clon-
akilty renamed GS Mhichíl 
Uí Choileáin

2013 Cork County 20335T Scoil Phadraig Naofa, 
Foxwood, Mounthovel, 
Rochestown, Co Cork.

€8,979,500.00 Broken 
down into €3,584,000.00
Lot 8.1 - Carrigaline 
ETNS €3,451,000.00 
Lot 8.2 - GS Chloich 
na Coillte renamed GS 
Mhichil Ui Choileain
€1,944,500.00
Lot 8.3 - Scoil Phadraid 
Naofa, Rochestown

€3,656,327.91
€3,496,672.86
€1,958,483.64

2013 Dublin  Fingal 20241K Scoil Choilm, Diswell-
stown, Porterstown (linked 
to Luttrellstown CC)

2013 Dublin  Fingal 76130P Luttrellstown Community 
College, Porterstown Road, 
Clonsilla, Annfield, Dublin 
15

€11,500,000.00 €11,784,857.29
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Year Com-
pleted

County Roll No. School Budget/Tender amount 
(ex VAT)

Final Account Figure 
(Ex VAT)

2013 Laois 14838N Maryborough National 
School, Stradbally Rd, 
Portlaoise, Co. Laois

2013 Laois 20081O Gaelscoil Portlaoise, 
Stradbally Rd, Portlaoise, 
Co. Laois

2013 Laois 20347D Portlaoise Educate Together, 
Stradbally Rd, Portlaoise, 
Co. Laois

                                       
€8,150,000.00

€8,264,085.12

2014 Cork City 20354A Cara Jnr (Special) School, 
Banduff Rd, Mayfield Cork

€4,595,000.00 €4,720,430.91

2015 Dun Laoghaire 
Rathdown

20425U Gaelscoil Shliabh Rua, 
Ballyogan Rd, Sandyford, 
Dublin

€3,730,000.00 €3,913,583.19

2016 Dublin City 20453C Broombridge ETNS (Cabra 
Primary School) 275-335 
Bannow Rd, Dublin North-
side, Dublin 7

2016 Dublin Belgard 20426W Lucan CNS, Balgaddy 
Road, Lucan

2016 Dublin Belgard 20422O Scoil Aoife CNS, City West, 
Dn 24

€13,250,000For Lot 2 
consisting of 3 schools: 
€3,590,000.00 Lot 2.1 
- Broombridge ETNS 
€4,840,000.00 Lot 2.2 - 
Lucan CNS €4,820,000.00 
Lot 2.3 - Scoil Aoife

€3,707,750.29
Lot 2.1 - Broombridge 
ETNS €5,101,860.00L
ot 2.2 - Lucan CNS 
No final a/c for Lot 2.3 
Scoil Aoife

2016 Dublin Belgard 19872P Scoil Chaitlin Maude, 
Hazelgrove, Kiltalown, 
Dublin 24

2016 Meath 20082Q GS Tulach na Og, Rooske 
Rd, Castlefarm, Dunboyne, 
Co. Meath

€8,000,000.00 Broken 
down into €4,050,000.00 
Chaitlin Maude 
€3,950,000.00 GS Tulach 
Na Og

€4,089,201.46Chaitlin 
MaudeNo final a/c for 
GS Tulach Na Og

2016 Meath 76196W De Lacy College, Kil-
legland, Ashbourne, Co. 
Meath - linked to Gaelscoil 
na Mí and Ashbourne ETNS 
below (Campus)

2016 Meath 20382F Gaelscoil na Mí, Ashbourne, 
Killegland, Ashbourne, Co. 
Meath  - linked to De Lacy 
College and Ashbourne 
ETNS (Campus)

2016 Meath 20396Q Ashbourne ETNS, Kil-
legland, Ashbourne, Co. 
Meath - linked to De Lacy 
College and Gaelscoil na Mí 
(Campus)

€15,250,000.00                                     
€16,135,658.48

2017 Donegal 20235P Letterkenny ETNS, Kiltoy 
Rd, Ballyraine, Letterkenny, 
Co. Donegal

€7,025,000.00 Not at Final A/C stage 
yet

2017 Dublin Belgard 20411J Firhouse ETNS, Ballycullen 
Drive, Firhouse, Dublin 24 
(Tendered as one Lot with 
Firhouse ETNS)

see GS Teach Giuise 
below

see GS Teach Giuise 
below

2018 Kildare 20428D GS Mhic Aodha, Melitta 
Road, Kildare Town, Co. 
Kildare  - Tendered as one 
Lot with St. Joseph’s NS, 
Gorey below

2018 Wexford 18280I St Joseph’s NS,Creagh, 
Gorey, Co. Wexford

                                   
€9,425,000.00

Not at Final A/C stage 
yet

2018 Galway City 20000L Galway ET, Thomas Hynes 
Rd, Newcastle, Galway

€4,100,000.00 Not at Final A/C stage 
yet
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Year Com-
pleted

County Roll No. School Budget/Tender amount 
(ex VAT)

Final Account Figure 
(Ex VAT)

2018 Dublin Belgard 20412L GS Teach Giuise, Ballycul-
len Dr, Firhouse, Dublin 24 
(Tendered as one Lot with 
Firhouse ETNS)

€10,299,000.00 Not at Final A/C stage 
yet

08/10/2019WRE04300Special Educational Needs Data

08/10/2019WRE0440096. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of early 
behavioural disability units in County Tipperary primary schools; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40758/19]

08/10/2019WRE04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Enabling children with Spe-
cial Educational Needs including Autism to receive an education appropriate to their needs is a 
priority for me and the Government.

Nearly one euro in every five of this budget, about €1.9 billion, is invested in supporting 
children with special educational needs in schools.

Since 2011, the Government has increased the number of Special education teachers from 
9,740 to over 13,400 and the number of Special Needs Assistants from 10,575 to 15,950.

We have also increased the number of special classes from 548 in 2011 to 1,621 across the 
country now. 1,355 of these are Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) special classes.

In addition places in the 124 special schools for students with the most complex special 
educational needs have increased from 6,848 to 8,000 across the country now.

This ensures that a continuum of special educational provision, including special class and 
special school placements, is made available for children with special educational needs, so that 
regardless of the level of need of the child, educational provision can be made for them.

In Co. Tippperary, there are currently 3 special schools and 76 special classes in mainstream 
schools, including 9 ASD Early Intervention classes, 37 primary ASD classes and 22 ASD post 
primary ASD classes.

The greater proportion of children with autism attend mainstream class, where they may ac-
cess additional supports, including additional teaching and SNA support, if required.

But some students may find it difficult to manage full-time placement in mainstream and so 
placement in a Special Class or Special School setting is sometimes deemed more appropriate.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a statutory function to plan and 
co-ordinate the provision of education and support services to children with special educational 
needs. 

This includes the establishment of special class and special school placements in various 
geographical areas where the NCSE identifies need.

The NCSE have well established structures to ensure that advance planning is in place so 
that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who have been identified as 
needing special class placements.

It is open to any school to make application to the NCSE to establish a class where a need 
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has been identified in their area.

In deciding where to establish a special class in an area, the NCSE take account of the cur-
rent and projected demand and the available school accommodation both current and planned. 
In this regard, the SENO will also approach individual schools in the area to discuss the matter 
with a view to finding the optimal location in terms of convenience and sustainability.

The NCSE team of locally based Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are avail-
able to assist and advise schools to plan for special class provision and to address issues in 
provision that may arise from time in time at local levels.

When the NCSE sanction a special class in a school, the school can apply to my Department 
for capital funding to re-configure existing spaces within the school building to accommodate 
the class and/or to construct additional accommodation.

The NCSE Support Service delivers a range of professional development initiatives and 
support for teachers working with students with special educational needs in special classes. 

Guidelines for Boards of Management and Principals of Primary and Post Primary schools 
contain information on setting up and organising special classes, including information on re-
sources which may be provided to schools to establish special classes are available to download 
from www.ncse.ie.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to the NCSE planning for special class provision in a par-
ticular area I have arranged for the question to be forwarded to the NCSE for their attention and 
direct reply.

08/10/2019WRE04600Special Educational Needs Staff

08/10/2019WRE0470097. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress that 
has been made to date to improve the recognition of the role of a special needs assistant; the 
future plans to strengthen the recognition of the role and the resources that will be made avail-
able to acknowledge the need for improved holiday and illness entitlements in the area; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40766/19]

08/10/2019WRE04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Special Needs Assistants 
(SNAs) are recruited specifically to assist in the care of pupils with disabilities who have addi-
tional and significant care needs in an educational context. They may be appointed to a special 
school or a mainstream school to assist school authorities in making suitable provision for a 
pupil or pupils with special care needs. The first priority is that the care needs of the pupils are 
met on an ongoing basis during the school year.

 Annual Leave and Public Holiday entitlement is regulated by the Organisation of Working 
Time Act, 1997 (as amended)  . In general, full-time employees are entitled to a minimum of 20 
days Annual Leave in each leave year.

 Sick Leave entitlements for SNAs are governed by the Public Service Sick Leave Scheme 
and are detailed in Circulars 54/2015 and 26/2018 issued by my Department.

My Department has recently established a Forum comprising of representatives of SNAs, 
School Management and my Department. This Forum is established to deal with claims and 
proposals relating to the salaries, other emoluments and conditions of service for SNAs and met 
for the first time on 3rd   October, 2019. 
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08/10/2019WRE04900Schools Building Projects Status

08/10/2019WRE0500098. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
planning position in regard to the new post-primary school for south Drogheda; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40800/19]

08/10/2019WRE05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm officials from 
my Department have been working to identify and procure a suitable site for the school to 
which the Deputy refers.  A potential site option has been identified and this is currently under 
consideration. 

Once a suitable site has been acquired, my Department will be in a position to progress the 
project concerned into the architectural planning process.

While a site acquisition process is underway, given the commercial sensitivities associated 
with land acquisitions generally I am not in a position to comment further at this time.

08/10/2019WRE05200Departmental Schemes

08/10/2019WRE0530099. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of pay-
ments made under an ex-gratia scheme instituted on foot of a judgment (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40806/19]

08/10/2019WRE05400100. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if payments have 
been made to13 applicants whose application for a payment from the ex-gratia scheme was 
previously refused by the SCA on the sole ground that they failed to furnish evidence of a prior 
complaint. [40807/19]

08/10/2019WRE05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 99 and 100 together.

Compensation payments are being made to a number of victims of child sexual abuse in day 
schools on foot of the assessments made by the Independent Assessor to the ex gratia scheme, 
Mr. Justice Iarfhlaith O’Neill.  The current position is that sixteen offers of payment have been 
made and, to date, seven have been accepted.   

08/10/2019WRE05700School Curriculum

08/10/2019WRE05800101. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the meaning of 
special core status for history; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40822/19]

08/10/2019WRE05900102. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans for pu-
pils that are at school or that started school in 2018 in the context of history becoming a core 
subject. [40823/19]

08/10/2019WRE06000103. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the meaning of 
special core status changed for history before his announcement in relation to same; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40824/19]

08/10/2019WRE06100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 101 to 103, inclusive, together.
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In November of last year I asked the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment 
(NCCA) to carry out a review of the optional nature of history under the new Framework for 
Junior Cycle. I also asked the NCCA to identify how we can best promote the study of history in 
our schools. I received the NCCA’s advisory report in July of this year and I am deeply grateful 
to the council for the work it has done. 

I gave careful consideration to the NCCA report, which makes it clear that the new history 
specification under the Framework for Junior Cycle provides for a better way to teach and learn 
history than in the past. While I am aware that the subject is due be reviewed in two years’ time, 
I am keen, however, to do something now to ensure that there is no reduction in the number of 
students studying history. This is why I recently announced that the subject of History is to be 
accorded special core status in the Junior Cycle curriculum.

I will be requesting the support of the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment in 
working out how best this can be achieved. I am keen that arrangements providing for the spe-
cial core status of the subject be in place for the start of the next school year, to apply to students 
starting their Junior Cycle at that time. 

08/10/2019WRE06400Schools Site Acquisitions

08/10/2019WRE06500104. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if all matters in 
relation to the contracts for sale for the purchase of a site for a school (details supplied) have 
been signed and finalised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40830/19]

08/10/2019WRE06600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, the 
acquisition of a site for St. Michael’s Special School is at an advanced stage of the conveyanc-
ing process. 

Due to commercial and legal sensitivities relating to site acquisitions generally I am not in 
a position to provide further details at this time.  However, I can assure the Deputy that my of-
ficials are working to bring matters to a conclusion at the earliest possible date.

08/10/2019WRE06700Schools Building Projects Status

08/10/2019WRE06800105. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
development of a new school building for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40882/19]

08/10/2019WRE06900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school to which the Dep-
uty refers was granted funding under the Additional Accommodation Scheme 2018 to build 2 
Mainstream Classrooms with en-suite toilets.  In addition, approval was granted to include a 
car park extension.  

The Department sought clarification in relation to some of the details included in the consul-
tant’s report. When this information is received it will be reviewed and officials in my Depart-
ment will be in contact with the school to progress the project. 

08/10/2019WRF00200Home Tuition Scheme Administration

08/10/2019WRF00300106. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will request 
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his Department to speed up the payment of wages to teachers that participate in home tuition; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40887/19]

08/10/2019WRF00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The purpose of the Home 
Tuition Grant Scheme is to provide funding towards the provision of a compensatory educa-
tional service for children who, for a number of specific reasons, are unable to attend school. 
The terms of this scheme are set out in circular 56/2019 which is available on my Department’s 
website at:

https://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0056_2019.pdf.

 As set out in this circular my Department acts as a payroll agent only on behalf of the par-
ent/legal guardian who has made the application for Home Tuition. Payments in respect of the 
tuition provided under the terms of the Home Tuition Grant Scheme issue on a monthly basis 
to the approved Tutor via the Non–Teaching Staff (NTS) payroll operated by my Department. 
In order for payment to issue, a payment claim form must be completed and signed by both 
the Parent/Legal Guardian and the Tutor and forwarded to my Department at the end of each 
and every calendar month in which tuition was provided. Further details in relation to these ar-
rangements and the dates by which payment claim forms are to be submitted are available on 
my Departments website at

https://www.education.ie/en/Parents/Services/Home-Tuition/home-tuition-payment-infor-
mation-note.pdf.

08/10/2019WRF00500Student Grant Scheme Expenditure

08/10/2019WRF00600107. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the esti-
mated cost in 2020 if the 100% maintenance adjacent rate was increased from €1,215 to €1,350 
and the non-adjacent 100% maintenance grant was increased from €3,025 to €3,325; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40927/19]

08/10/2019WRF00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): If the 100% maintenance ad-
jacent rate was increased from €1,215 to €1,350 and the non-adjacent 100% maintenance grant 
was increased from €3,025 to €3,325, the estimated cost in 2020 would be €5.3m. This is based 
on the assumption that the change would take effect at the start of the 2020/21 academic year 
in September 2020. 

The full year cost of the measure would be €11.9m. 

08/10/2019WRF00800Ministerial Meetings

08/10/2019WRF00900108. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details 
of all bilateral meetings to date in 2019 that he has had with his EU counterparts; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40928/19]

08/10/2019WRF01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I have had bilateral meetings 
with my counterparts from the following countries to date in 2019:

-  Germany

-  Finland 
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-  United Kingdom  

-  Croatia

I have also met with the European Commissioner for Education and Culture.

 These meetings focused on EU education cooperation including European Universities 
networks and Erasmus+, Brexit issues and preparations and bilateral general education policy 
cooperation between our countries.   I also used these opportunities to express Ireland’s grati-
tude for the continued support of our EU colleagues on Brexit issues including the backstop and 
North-South cooperation.

08/10/2019WRF01100Pupil-Teacher Ratio

08/10/2019WRF01200109. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the reduction of the primary school class size ratio here; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40934/19]

08/10/2019WRF01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Budget 2019 marks the third 
year of a major reinvestment in the education. In 2019, the budget for the Department of Educa-
tion and Skills will increase by €674 million, a 6.7% increase on last year.  In total, the Educa-
tion budget will have increased by €1.7 billion compared to 2016.

Budget 2019 will see numbers employed in our schools reach the highest ever level. Over 
1,300 additional posts in schools will be funded, including more than 370 teaching posts to 
cater for growth in student population and additional special classes. This builds on the Budget 
2018 measure which provided a one point improvement in the staffing schedule in primary 
schools which brings the position to the most favourable ever seen at primary level.  

It is the annual staffing schedule which determines the allocation of teachers to schools.  For 
the current school year, it operates on a general average of 26 pupils to every 1 teacher (26:1) 
which is historically the lowest ever allocation ratio at primary level.   

The latest figures in relation to pupil teacher ratio show an improved ratio of teachers to 
students from 16:1 to 15.2:1 at primary level when comparing the 2015/16 school year to the 
2018/19 school year.  Average class sizes at primary level improved from 24.9 to 24.3 in the 
same period.  

All proposals made in relation to education expenditure are considered in the context of 
budgetary matters, having regard to overall resource constraints and other competing demands 
in the education sector.

08/10/2019WRF01400Capitation Grants

08/10/2019WRF01500110. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the level of the capitation grant awarded to schools here; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40935/19]

08/10/2019WRF01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I fully recognise the need to 
improve capitation funding for schools.

I am pleased to have been able to provide for a 5% increase in capitation funding for pri-
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mary and post primary schools that will apply from the start of the 2019/20 school year.  The 
first and full year costs of this increase is €4 million and €10 million respectively.

In looking at the competing demands for the next Budget, I must have regard to the level of 
resources which will be available to my Department, in the context of the continuing need for 
the Government to prudently manage the economy and the public finances and have regard to 
risks, including those associated with Brexit.   

08/10/2019WRF01700National Educational Psychological Service

08/10/2019WRF01800111. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if secondary schools 
have access to NEPS over weekends; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40973/19]

08/10/2019WRF01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy may be aware 
my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) provides educational 
psychological support to all primary and post-primary schools. This involves direct support in 
the event of a critical incident, access to national and regional support and development work 
to build school capacity to support students, access to a NEPS psychologist for responses to 
queries arising, and access to individual pupil casework via a NEPS psychologist or through the 
Scheme for the Commissioning of Psychological Assessments. (SCPA).

I would inform the Deputy that NEPS provides guidelines, resource materials and support 
for schools to enable them to deal with certain traumatic events which can adversely affect pu-
pils and school staff. The guidelines “Responding to Critical Incidents: Guidelines for Schools 
and resource Materials for Schools” refer to preventive approaches that schools can adopt in 
creating a safe and supportive environment. It also outlines how schools can plan for crises. 

A Critical Incident is defined as an incident, or series of events, that overwhelms the nor-
mal coping mechanism of the school. The kinds of critical incidents experienced by schools 
includes suicide or suspected suicide, death due to violence, accidental death including road 
traffic accidents and drowning, and death through illness of a member of the school community.  
The ultimate aim of the process is to return the school to normality.

The Guidelines focus upon alerting schools to planning processes, structures and actions 
which will better allow them to cope with a traumatic incident. In relation to suicide advice is 
also given on prevention and positive mental health stratagems and approaches. 

The Guidelines offer a practical step by step guide to schools in how to respond effectively 
when a critical incident occurs in order to minimise the potential traumatic effect on the school 
community. It includes templates, advice and information on how to set up a Critical Incident 
Management Team and develop a Critical Incident Management Plan.  Training has been pro-
vided by NEPS staff to primary and secondary schools in relation to this process.

During a critical incident NEPS psychologists will also, at the specific invitation of school 
authorities, attend at the schools following such incidents to offer direct advice and assistance 
to school staff and pupils. Depending on the nature, context and severity of the traumatic inci-
dent NEPS staff will also assist school authorities in the co-ordination of supports with broader 
community based services. All such requests are responded to, most usually by the psychologist 
normally assigned to the affected school but also in some cases, depending on the particular 
context, accompanied by a colleague within the NEPS region. In 2017/18 some 328 critical 
incidents were raised by schools with NEPS in respect of which some 166 involved direct at-
tendance on-site by NEPS staff.
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Access to NEPS services, including those in respect of critical incidents, are provided to 
schools during normal office and school operating hours on a Monday – Friday basis.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRF02000Departmental Reviews

08/10/2019WRF02100112. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress of the 
implementation task force on guidance counsellors; and the reason no guidance counsellors are 
members of the task force. [40995/19]

08/10/2019WRF02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Following the publication of 
the Independent INDECON report on its review of Career Guidance tools and information in 
April, I immediately established an internal taskforce, chaired by my Secretary General and 
comprising senior officials from units within the Department responsible for elements of career 
guidance.  This includes staff of the Departments Inspectorate who are former Guidance Coun-
sellors.

This task force, as recommended in the INDECON report, was established to examine each 
of the recommendations contained in the report and to:

-  look at the options for the establishment of the support organisation which it is envisaged 
will, among other things, oversee technology-facilitated guidance services and 

- develop a prioritised implementation plan.    

The task force have met three times to date and are progressing with the work assigned.  
They met most recently last week where they considered detailed proposals for the establish-
ment of the support organisation and for the prioritised implementation plan.  

Once the task force have completed this phase of the work, they will in due course, engage 
with relevant stakeholder groups as they work through the implementation of the other recom-
mendations contained in the report. 

08/10/2019WRF02300School Patronage

08/10/2019WRF02400113. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a party (de-
tails supplied) will have the power of veto over the master plan compiled by his Department to 
provide a permanent home for the North Wicklow Educate Together secondary school; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40999/19]

08/10/2019WRF02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the master planning exercise for the site in question is currently under way.  It is expected that 
my Department will consult with the relevant education stakeholders, including the patron body 
referred to by the Deputy as part of this process.  This consultation will contribute to the formu-
lation of the master planning exercise. 

08/10/2019WRF02600School Transport Eligibility

08/10/2019WRF02700114. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the appropriate 
person to contact in his Department regarding a document (details supplied) in respect of a fam-



Questions - Written Answers

64

ily that has children with special needs in different schools and have difficulty in taking their 
children to and from school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41005/19]

08/10/2019WRF02800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.  

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

In the 2018/2019 school year over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with 
special educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary 
and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost 
of over €200m in 2018. 

The National Council for Special Education acts in an advisory role to the Department of 
Education and Skills on the suitability of placements for children with special needs. 

When considering a new application for school transport in respect of pupils with spe-
cial needs the Department will consider the report of the Special Education Needs Organiser 
(SENO). 

School transport is provided to children with special needs who are attending the nearest 
school to their place of residence that is or can be resourced to meet their educational needs, as 
identified by the SENO. 

It has been reported by the SENO that one sibling of the family is not eligible for school 
transport under the terms of the scheme for children with special educational needs to the 
school referred to by the Deputy, and the other 2 siblings are eligible under the criteria for chil-
dren with special educational needs but are not attending their nearest school.

Special concessionary transport for eligible children is a feature of the scheme, and a letter 
was issued to the family to advise they should contact the school transport office of my Depart-
ment to examine the availability of suitable concessionary transport for the children who are 
eligible.  To date this request has not been received by the Department.

08/10/2019WRF02900School Transport Review

08/10/2019WRF03000115. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he has 
taken to review the workings of the school transport system, in particular the system for the 
allocation of concessionary tickets; his plans to seek funding in budget 2020 to restore gen-
eral scheme parameters with a particular focus on rule determining eligibility to the pre-2011 
system; if he will investigate the possibility of amending the current eligibility criteria (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41032/19]

08/10/2019WRF03100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment of Education and Skills.  There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 
children with special educational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to 
primary and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres 
annually at a cost of over €200m in 2018. 
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The purpose of the School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available resources, to sup-
port the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their nearest school.  
Children are generally eligible for school transport if they satisfy the distance criteria and are 
attending their nearest school as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to 
ethos and language. 

All children who are eligible for school transport and who complete the application process 
on time will be accommodated on school transport services where such services are in operation 
for the 2019/20 school year.  

Children who are not eligible for school transport may apply for transport on a concession-
ary basis only and will be facilitated where spare seats are available after eligible children have 
been accommodated.  Where the number of ineligible children exceeds the number of spare 
seats available Bus Éireann will allocate tickets for the spare seats using an agreed selection 
process.

There are no proposals to revert to the criteria for the scheme which were in place pre 2011. 

The terms of the School Transport Schemes are applied equitably on a national basis.”

08/10/2019WRF03200Schools Health and Safety

08/10/2019WRF03300116. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 191 of 1 October 2019, if it will be ensured that a premises (details 
supplied) complies with all fire safety standards before being used to accommodate secondary 
school students. [41044/19]

08/10/2019WRF03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As indicated to the Deputy in 
Parliamentary Question No. 191 of 1 October 2019, the premises in question is not in my De-
partment’s ownership and the Department will not be commissioning a fire safety inspection of 
the property.  The future use of the property would be a matter for the property owner. 

08/10/2019WRF03500School Accommodation Provision

08/10/2019WRF03600117. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
status of medium-term, temporary and long-term accommodation for educate together south 
city Cork. [41046/19]

08/10/2019WRF03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy may be aware, 
the school in question is currently in interim accommodation in Coláiste Stiofáin Naofa.  My 
Department is reviewing potential accommodation options for September 2020 to use as in-
terim accommodation while awaiting delivery of their permanent accommodation. 

A potential permanent site option has been identified and discussions are ongoing with the 
landowner with a view to acquiring this site.  Due to the commercially sensitive nature of site 
acquisitions generally, it is not possible to comment further at this stage.

08/10/2019WRF03800School Admissions

08/10/2019WRF03900118. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has re-
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viewed the demand for secondary school spaces in an area (details supplied) in view of the 
exclusion by Meath and Louth ETB of students attending schools in County Meath but living 
in Dublin from access to a college; if he is satisfied that there are adequate secondary school 
places in the area to meet existing demand and cater for the large new housing estate which is 
being built in the area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41088/19]

08/10/2019WRF04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department’s main re-
sponsibility is to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all pupils seeking 
school places in the area. 

The Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 was signed into law by the President on 18 
July 2018. The overall objective of the Act is to provide a new framework for school enrolment, 
designed to ensure that every child is treated fairly and that the way in which schools decide on 
applications for admission is structured, fair and transparent. 

It is the responsibility of the managerial authorities of all schools to implement an enrolment 
policy in accordance with the Education Act, 1998 and the Admissions Act, 2018. 

Parents have the right to choose which school to apply to and where the school has places 
available the pupil should be admitted. However, in schools where there are more applicants 
than places available, a selection process may be necessary.  The selection process and the en-
rolment policy on which it is based must be non-discriminatory and must be applied fairly in 
respect of all applicants. However, this may result in some pupils not obtaining a place in the 
school of their first choice. 

Section 29 of the Education Act, 1998 provides for an appeal by a parent or guardian to the 
Secretary General of my Department, or in the case of an Educational Training Board (ETB) 
school to the ETB in the first instance, where a Board of Management of a school, or a person 
acting on behalf of the Board, refuses to enrol a student in a school. Further information on the 
Section 29 appeals process is available on the Department’s website www.education.ie.  The 
Education Welfare Service of the Child and Family Agency (Tusla) is the statutory agency 
which can assist parents who are experiencing difficulty in securing a school place for their 
child.

In April 2018, the Government announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools 
over the next four years (2019 to 2022). This announcement followed nationwide demographic 
exercises carried out by my Department into the future need for primary and post-primary 
schools across the country and the 4-year horizon will enable increased lead-in times for plan-
ning and delivery of the necessary infrastructure.

While the announcement did not include a new post-primary school for the Dunboyne 
school planning area, a new 800 pupil post-primary school was announced to open in 2020 in 
the adjacent Blanchardstown_West and BlanchardstownVge_D15 school planning areas as a 
regional solution. In addition, a number of new post-primary schools were established in school 
planning areas adjoining the Dunboyne school planning areas in recent years and serving the 
Dublin 15 areas as follows:  

- Le Cheile Secondary School, a new 1,000 pupil post-primary school established in 2014 
to serve the Mulhuddart_Tyrellstown school planning area; 

- Hansfield Educate Together Secondary school, a new 1,000 pupil post-primary school 
established in 2014 to serve the Blanchardstown_West school planning area; 

- De Lacy College, a new 1,000 pupil post-primary school established in 2014 to serve the 
Ashbourne school planning area; and  
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- Edmund Rice College, a new 1,000 pupil post-primary school established in 2017 to serve 
the Carpenterstown_D15 and Castleknock_D15 school planning areas as a regional solution; 

The requirement for new schools will be kept under on-going review and in particular will 
have regard for the increased rollout of housing provision as outlined in Project Ireland 2040.   

08/10/2019WRF04100Schools Health and Safety

08/10/2019WRF04200119. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of schools that require works to be undertaken to remove pyrite from some or all of the school 
buildings or grounds; the details of the schools and their locations; if they are primary or sec-
ondary schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41089/19]

08/10/2019WRF04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department has identified 
five schools (four primary schools and one post primary school) where works are required to by 
undertaken to address issues caused by pyrite. 

The schools in question are all in Dublin and are as follows:  

- St Patrick’s NS Diswellstown; 

- St Canice’s NS Finglas;  

- St Peter’s NS Phibsboro;  

- St Michael’s Holy Faith SS Finglas;  

- Castleknock Educate Together NS. 

If a school authority identifies any issues with a building that have been caused by pyrite, 
it is open to it to submit an application for funding under my Department’s Emergency Works 
Scheme. 

Application forms are available on my Department’s website.

08/10/2019WRF04400Departmental Legal Cases

08/10/2019WRF04500120. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
legal action being taken as a result of a number of school buildings being contaminated with 
pyrite; if remediation works in the schools is dependent on the completion of this legal ac-
tion; when this legal action will be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41090/19]

08/10/2019WRF04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Once the presence of pyrite 
was established, my Department’s Planning and Building Unit sought legal advice as to how to  
proceed.  The matter has been referred to the Chief State Solicitor’s Office. 

The Deputy will appreciate that as this matter is still being dealt with by the Chief State 
Solicitors Office it is not possible for me to comment further at present.

However pending the outcome of the legal case any urgent remedial work required to keep 
the buildings safe for use can be applied for  under my Department’s Emergency Works Scheme 
and , approval will be given for works to take place under the scheme.
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08/10/2019WRF04700School Funding

08/10/2019WRF04800121. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount his 
Department has paid out to schools to monitor and undertake short-term repair works to deal 
with the consequences of pyrite contamination in their buildings; the details of same by school; 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that some schools are bearing these expenses them-
selves; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41091/19]

08/10/2019WRF04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that my Department has spent approximately €27,000 on surveys and reports to monitor 
and establish the presence and extent of pyrite in schools where the possible existence of pyrite 
has been indicated.  

Any structural issues arising in a school building as a result of pyrite are being dealt with 
under my Department’s Emergency Works Scheme (EWS). 

The following funding has been provided under this scheme to remediate issues with floors, 
doors and paths:  

- St Patrick’s NS Diswellstown €167,804.91 

- St Michael’s Holy Faith SS, Finglas €83.878.40 

- St Peter’s, Phibsboro  €14,687.00 

Funding has also been approved for Castleknock Educate Together NS to remediate issues 
with floors, doors and paths. However, I am not in a position to provide the level of funding at 
this stage as it is commercially sensitive.

I am not aware of any expenditure by schools to remediate issues caused by pyrite.  If a 
school authority identifies any issues with a building that have been caused by pyrite, it is open 
to it to submit an application for funding under my Department’s Emergency Works Scheme. 
Application forms are available on my Department’s website.

08/10/2019WRF05000Schools Data

08/10/2019WRF05100122. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
details of primary schools in an area in Cork (details supplied). [41119/19]

08/10/2019WRF05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm that details in 
relation to primary schools in the area referred to by the Deputy are available on my Depart-
ments website under the “Find a School” link on the home page. The Deputy can access school 
contact details, enrolments, ethos, inspection reports, etc. via this link.

08/10/2019WRF05300Schools Data

08/10/2019WRF05400123. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
details of secondary schools in an area in Cork (details supplied). [41120/19]

08/10/2019WRF05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm that details in 
relation to post-primary schools in the area referred to by the Deputy are available on my De-
partments website under the “Find a School” link on the home page. The Deputy can access 
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school contact details, enrolments, ethos, inspection reports, etc. via this link.

08/10/2019WRF05600Summer Works Scheme Applications

08/10/2019WRF05700124. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a 
matter (details supplied) regarding a school in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41121/19]

08/10/2019WRF05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In general, individual school 
authorities are responsible, in the first instance, for ensuring the safety and welfare of children 
and others in their care.  

 The issue of road safety measures in the road network outside the area of vested school 
sites such as road signage, traffic calming measures, car parking and pedestrian facilities are 
the responsibility in the first instance of the relevant local authority.  Local Authorities have the 
power to decide on road safety measures outside schools to ensure that measures are in place to 
protect the safety of local school children. My Department has no function in this matter.

I can confirm to the Deputy than an application for External Environment Projects (Cat-
egory 10) has been received from the school authority, in question, under my Department’s 
multi-annual Summer Works Scheme (SWS) 2020 onwards.

I wish to advise that commensurate with the level of funding available for SWS in 2020, 
applications will be assessed on a top down basis in accordance with the prioritisation criteria 
outlined in the governing Circular Letter for the Scheme.  This Circular Letter (0027/2019) is 
available on my Department’s website www.education.ie.

 It is my intention to publish a list of successful applicants in Q4, 2019 for works to be car-
ried out in summer 2020. 

08/10/2019WRF05900Schools Establishment

08/10/2019WRF06000125. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way in which 
a special needs school applies for a roll number; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41122/19]

08/10/2019WRF06100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department has estab-
lished procedures for the setting up of new schools.

Once a school has been established, in line with the required procedures, a roll number is 
assigned by my Department as part of the process.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a statutory function to plan and 
co-ordinate the provision of education and support services to children with special educational 
needs. In the case of an application to establish a new special school, the views of the NCSE 
would be sought as part of the Department’s consideration of the matter.  

08/10/2019WRF06200Summer Works Scheme Applications

08/10/2019WRF06300126. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Education and Skills when works will 
take place to ensure the protection of children attending a school (details supplied). [41125/19]
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08/10/2019WRF06400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In general, individual school 
authorities are responsible, in the first instance, for ensuring the safety and welfare of children 
and others in their care.  

 The issue of road safety measures in the road network outside the area of vested school 
sites such as road signage, traffic calming measures, car parking and pedestrian facilities are 
the responsibility in the first instance of the relevant local authority.  Local Authorities have the 
power to decide on road safety measures outside schools to ensure that measures are in place to 
protect the safety of local school children. My Department has no function in this matter.

I can confirm to the Deputy than an application for External Environment Projects (Cat-
egory 10) has been received from the school authority, in question, under my Department’s 
multi-annual Summer Works Scheme (SWS) 2020 onwards.

I wish to advise that commensurate with the level of funding available for SWS in 2020, 
applications will be assessed on a top down basis in accordance with the prioritisation criteria 
outlined in the governing Circular Letter for the Scheme.  This Circular Letter (0027/2019) is 
available on my Department’s website www.education.ie.

 It is my intention to publish a list of successful applicants in Q4, 2019 for works to be car-
ried out in summer 2020. 

08/10/2019WRF06500Teacher Supply

08/10/2019WRF06600127. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to pro-
vide extra support for teaching principals in primary schools in view of the increase in responsi-
bilities, reports and paperwork that must be handled by teaching principals to date and the long 
hours involved in dealing with this work; the position regarding the possibility of allocating 
one release day per week to teaching principals; if he has investigated the possibility of creat-
ing a national cluster of panels to cover this release time, to ensure consistency of curriculum 
delivery and safeguard the educational experiences and outcomes of pupils; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [41131/19]

08/10/2019WRF06700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Since my appointment as Min-
ister for Education and Skills I have met with a number of Teaching Principals and I appreciate 
the pressures they face. In Budget 2019, school leadership is again supported with an additional 
release day for teaching principals in primary schools and a further four additional release days 
for teaching principals in schools with special classes. These additional release days - 18, 24, 
and 30 depending on the size of the school - have been in effect since 1st September this year.  

This builds on measures in previous budgets, including €0.4 million made available in Bud-
get 2018 to fund almost 4600 additional release days for teaching principals in primary schools. 

Since September 2018, there are arrangements in place for schools to cluster their principal 
release days into a full-time post which will assist teaching principals to more effectively plan 
their release days for the benefit of the school.

All proposals made in relation to education expenditure are considered in the context of 
budgetary matters, having regard to overall resource constraints and other competing demands 
in the education sector.

08/10/2019WRF06800Departmental Reviews
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08/10/2019WRF06900128. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position with 
regard to a review of options for standardised testing in order that clear information is provided 
to teachers and parents. [41138/19]

08/10/2019WRF07000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department is currently 
reviewing the information on standardised testing that is provided to teachers and parents and 
new information notes will be available in advance of standardised testing in spring 2020.

08/10/2019WRF07100Commencement of Legislation

08/10/2019WRF07200129. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
with regard to the commencement of fitness to teach provisions of the Teaching Council Act. 
[41139/19]

08/10/2019WRF07300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the Teaching Council 
Acts 2001-2015 the Teaching Council is the body with statutory authority and responsibility for 
regulation of the teaching profession including registration of teachers.

Part 5 (Fitness to Teach) of the Teaching Council Acts 2001-2015 was commenced on 25 
July 2016. Information on the Part 5 (Fitness to Teach) process and provisions can be found on 
the Teaching council website.

08/10/2019WRF07400Teacher Training Provision

08/10/2019WRF07500130. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position with 
regard to additional funding provided for continuous professional development for teachers 
since February 2016. [41140/19]

08/10/2019WRF07600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Department of Education 
and Skills promotes the quality of teaching and learning through the provision of continuing 
professional development (CPD) and supports for teachers and principals. 

Funding provided for continuous professional development for teachers and Principals 
since 2015 is as follows:

2015 €22.803m

2016 €22.606m

2017 €27.886m

2018 €30.898m 

Additional professional development needs of serving teachers in recent years have been 
addressed through the provision of an induction programme for newly-qualified teachers with 
an annual allocation of approximately €1.4m and Junior Cycle for Teachers support service 
with an annual allocation of approximately €5.40m. 

08/10/2019WRG00200Apprenticeship Programmes

08/10/2019WRG00300131. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position with 
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regard to the development of a mechanism to recognise a person’s practical work experience 
and expertise in order to enable the person to take on an apprenticeship. [41141/19]

08/10/2019WRG00400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
SOLAS has established a Recognition of Prior Learning [RPL] mechanism which enables an in-
dividual, with the appropriate work experience, to gain access to an apprenticeship programme. 

An individual must meet the following criteria in order to be eligible:

1. Must be 16 years or older

2. Have a min 5 ‘D’ grades in the Junior Certificate, a pre- apprenticeship programme or be 
a mature applicant 

3. The individual must source an approved employer 

4. They must register to their particular craft apprenticeship with an Education and Training 
Board (ETB) 

5. Seek exemptions through the submission of an evidence based portfolio.

Once an individual has registered with an appropriate ETB, they can request the support 
of an Authorised Officer in the ETB to have their formal, non-formal and informal awards and 
work experience considered.  Thereafter, they can seek exemptions from a programme through 
the submission of a portfolio of evidence relevant to the respective craft apprenticeship.  On re-
ceipt of a portfolio SOLAS engages the services of a subject matter expert to map the portfolio 
to the precise requirements of the relevant craft apprenticeship.

08/10/2019WRG00500School Accommodation

08/10/2019WRG00600132. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the outcome of 
works at schools (details supplied); if these works are consistent with those announced under 
the prefab replacement programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41142/19]

08/10/2019WRG00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department is taking an integrated approach with prefab replacement through the re-
placement of prefabs as part of large-scale projects or as part of new projects approved under 
the Additional School Accommodation Scheme (ASA).  

In respect of the schools referred to by the Deputy, all of the schools are having their prefabs 
replaced as part of the major project.

08/10/2019WRG00800Institutes of Technology

08/10/2019WRG00900133. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress of 
refurbishment works at Dundalk IT. [41143/19]

08/10/2019WRG01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The refurbishment of the 
North & South Blocks at Dundalk IT will be delivered in phases over the period up to 2023.  
The project design team was appointed in Q2 2019 and it is anticipated that work will com-
mence on site in Q3 2020.  Delivery of this project is devolved to Dundalk IT.



8 October 2019

73

08/10/2019WRG01100Institutes of Technology

08/10/2019WRG01200134. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress of 
fitting out the building works at a college (details supplied). [41144/19]

08/10/2019WRG01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The enabling work element of 
phase 1 of the LIT Coonagh Engineering Facilities is completed. The fit out work element of 
phase 1 is due to go to tender in Q4 2019.  This project is devolved to LIT for delivery.

08/10/2019WRG01400Institutes of Technology

08/10/2019WRG01500135. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress of 
refurbishment works at a campus (details supplied). [41145/19]

08/10/2019WRG01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Work has commenced on the 
refurbishment of the GMIT Castlebar Campus.  Stage 1 of the works is due to be completed this 
month.  This project is devolved to GMIT for delivery.

08/10/2019WRG01700Third Level Facilities

08/10/2019WRG01800136. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress of a 
building (details supplied). [41146/19]

08/10/2019WRG01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Approval in principle for co-
funding of the project was provided by the Department in 2018. 

DCU appointed the design team for the Future Tech Building in Q3 2019.  It is envisaged 
that the project will go on site in Q1 2021.  The project is devolved to DCU for delivery.

08/10/2019WRG02000Third Level Facilities

08/10/2019WRG02100137. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress of the 
expansion of a campus (details supplied). [41147/19]

08/10/2019WRG02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The F-Block extension on the 
DCU St Patrick’s Campus was completed in 2018. 

08/10/2019WRG02300Technological Universities

08/10/2019WRG02400138. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress of a 
recreation department (details supplied). [41148/19]

08/10/2019WRG02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Planning permission for the 
Sports Science, Health & Recreation Building at TU Dublin Tallaght Campus has been granted.  
The Institute has recently received approval to proceed to tender.  It is envisaged that construc-
tion will commence after the tender process has been completed.  

08/10/2019WRG02600Legislative Reviews
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08/10/2019WRG02700139. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status 
of the review his Department is conducting into the effectiveness of the Prohibition of Incite-
ment to Hatred Act 1989; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40543/19]

08/10/2019WRG02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department is cur-
rently reviewing the Prohibition of Incitement to Hatred Act 1989, to determine what amend-
ments are required in order to ensure it is effective and fit for purpose in a modern democracy. 
The public consultation on the Act which the Deputy is referring to is due to commence shortly 
and details will be published on my Department’s website.  

Separately, my Department is undertaking research into hate crime (offences under the gen-
eral criminal law, such as assault or criminal damage, that are committed with a hate or bias 
motivation), to learn from the experiences of other jurisdictions who have taken different legis-
lative approaches . That separate research project is well underway. This research will be com-
pleted in Q4 of this year and the results will help develop new approaches to ensure hate crime 
is addressed effectively in Ireland. 

Taken together, this work will significantly advance our understanding of what is needed 
to ensure that legislation in this important area protects and supports those who are targeted by 
expressions and acts of hatred. 

There is widespread public interest in reforming our approach to hate crime in this jurisdic-
tion and this is something I welcome.  I will consider the outcomes of all of the exercises which 
are now taking place in my Department on this subject, and will draw on this evidence to bring 
forward the necessary proposals for change.

08/10/2019WRG02900Sentencing Policy

08/10/2019WRG03000140. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the sta-
tus of the establishment of the sentencing guidelines and information committee; and when he 
expects draft sentencing guidelines to be published. [40583/19]

08/10/2019WRG03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Judicial Council 
Bill was enacted on 23 July 2019 and provided for the establishment of the Judicial Council. I 
intend to have the Judicial Council established by the end of this year and steps are being taken 
to achieve this within that time frame.  

The establishment of the Sentencing Guidelines and Information Committee will take place 
after the Judicial Council has been set up.  As set out in the Judicial Council Act, the Sentencing 
Guidelines and Information Committee is to be established no later than 6 months after the first 
meeting of the Judicial Council.  

In terms of other progress in this area, I recently signed a commencement order (S.I. No. 
457/2019) which brings certain provisions of the Judicial Council Act into operation. These 
provisions allow for the appointment of the interim Secretary to the Council.  They also provide 
for the process of identifying and recommending to the Government persons who are suitable 
for appointment to be lay members of the Sentencing Guidelines and Information Committee, 
the Judicial Conduct Committee and panels of inquiry. 

My commencement of these provisions will enable the Council to begin its work on estab-
lishment day and will allow the Committees of Council to undertake their functions within the 
time frames specified in the Act. 
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08/10/2019WRG03200Refugee Status Applications

08/10/2019WRG03300141. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he will make 
contact with a person in respect of the recommendation from his Department that the person 
(details supplied) will be given a refugee declaration; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40643/19]

08/10/2019WRG03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
if an application for asylum or subsidiary protection has been made in the State, for confidenti-
ality reasons, it is not the practice to comment on such applications. The applicant or his legal 
representative should contact either the International Protection Office (IPO) or the Interna-
tional Protection Appeals Tribunal (IPAT) directly, as appropriate.

The IPO may be contacted: by email to info@ipo.gov.ie; by telephone to the IPO Customer 
Service Centre at 01 6028008 or in writing to Customer Service Centre, International Protec-
tion Office, 79-83 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2. The International Protection Appeals Tribunal 
may be contacted either: by email to info@protectionappeals.ie; by telephone at 01-4748400 
(or Lo-Call 1890 201 458), or in writing to Corporate Services Division, The International Pro-
tection Appeals Tribunal, 6-7 Hanover Street East, Dublin D02 W320. 

Following the commencement of the International Protection Act 2015 on 31 December 
2016, new arrangements for the investigation and determination of applications for interna-
tional protection (refugee status and subsidiary protection) and cases involving permission to 
remain in the State have been introduced. Such applications are now processed, as part of a 
single application procedure, by the International Protection Office (IPO) which has replaced 
the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner (ORAC) from that date. The staff of that 
Office (the Chief International Protection Officer and International Protection Officers) are in-
dependent in the performance of their protection functions. 

For your information, on 27 February 2017, the Chief International Protection Officer, fol-
lowing consultation with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), pub-
lished a statement on the Prioritisation of Applications under the International Protection Act 
2015, which is available to view on the website of the International Protection Office (www.
ipo.gov.ie). 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the oireachtas mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the parliamentary 
questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

08/10/2019WRG03500Refugee Status Applications

08/10/2019WRG03600142. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he will make 
contact with a person in respect of the recommendation from his Department that the person 
(details supplied) will be given a refugee declaration; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40644/19]

08/10/2019WRG03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
if an application for asylum or subsidiary protection has been made in the State, for confidenti-
ality reasons, it is not the practice to comment on such applications. The applicant or his legal 
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representative should contact either the International Protection Office (IPO) or the Interna-
tional Protection Appeals Tribunal (IPAT) directly, as appropriate.

The IPO may be contacted: by email to info@ipo.gov.ie; by telephone to the IPO Customer 
Service Centre at 01 6028008 or in writing to Customer Service Centre, International Protec-
tion Office, 79-83 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2. The International Protection Appeals Tribunal 
may be contacted either: by email to info@protectionappeals.ie; by telephone at 01-4748400 
(or Lo-Call 1890 201 458), or in writing to Corporate Services Division, The International Pro-
tection Appeals Tribunal, 6-7 Hanover Street East, Dublin D02 W320. 

Following the commencement of the International Protection Act 2015 on 31 December 
2016, new arrangements for the investigation and determination of applications for interna-
tional protection (refugee status and subsidiary protection) and cases involving permission to 
remain in the State have been introduced. Such applications are now processed, as part of a 
single application procedure, by the International Protection Office (IPO) which has replaced 
the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner (ORAC) from that date. The staff of that 
Office (the Chief International Protection Officer and International Protection Officers) are in-
dependent in the performance of their protection functions. 

For your information, on 27 February 2017, the Chief International Protection Officer, fol-
lowing consultation with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), pub-
lished a statement on the Prioritisation of Applications under the International Protection Act 
2015, which is available to view on the website of the International Protection Office (www.
ipo.gov.ie). 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the oireachtas mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the parliamentary 
questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

08/10/2019WRG03800Prisoner Releases

08/10/2019WRG03900143. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the basis upon 
which a person (details supplied) was granted temporary release from prison in circumstances 
in which the person had only served six years of a life sentence for murder; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40647/19]

08/10/2019WRG04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can assure the Deputy 
that I had regard to the expert advice of the Parole Board, the Irish Prison Service and my own 
officials in making a decision in this very sensitive and difficult case - as I do in all such cases. 

Reducing the risk that offending behaviour will recur is the key priority and the approaches 
taken in this jurisdiction are evidence-based and represent best international practice. 

I will write to the Deputy directly with further information on this matter. 

08/10/2019WRG04100Immigration Status

08/10/2019WRG04200144. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a person (details 
supplied) who was granted a stamp 4 visa status based on the naturalisation of the person’s par-
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ent as an Irish citizen is eligible to reside away from the residence of the parent on a temporary 
basis without affecting the visa status granted to the person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40655/19]

08/10/2019WRG04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that the permission granted to the person referred to will 
not be affected by a temporary relocation to an alternate address in Ireland, while their circum-
stances remain the same i.e they are the dependent of an Irish national.  The person concerned 
is therefore free to relocate closer to their college should they wish to do so. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
Immigration Service of my Department by using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the re-
sponse from the Immigration Service is , in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

08/10/2019WRG04400International Protection

08/10/2019WRG04500145. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 320 of 2 July 2019, the number granted labour market access per-
mission and who reside in direct provision; the number of self-employed returns and employed 
returns since the same date; the number of persons; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [40700/19]

08/10/2019WRG04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The European Communi-
ties (Reception Conditions) Regulations 2018 came into effect from 30 June 2018. The Regula-
tions included access to the labour market for eligible international protection applicants.  The 
Regulations provide access to both employment and self-employment.   

I am advised by the Immigration Service of my Department that as of the 3rd October, 2019, 
3,223 applications for a labour market access permission have been granted. A total of 2,392 of 
these grants are for persons residing in accommodation provided by the International Protection 
Accommodation Service (IPAS). 

When an international protection applicant is issued with a labour market access permission 
under the European Communities (Reception Conditions) Regulations 2018 and takes up em-
ployment, the employer (or applicant in the case of self-employment), is obliged to inform the 
Minister for Justice and Equality within 21 days.  A standard form for this purpose is available 
on the website of the Immigration Service of my Department. 

I am advised by the Immigration Service that, based on the returned declaration forms re-
ceived to date, a total of 1,593 applicants have indicated they have commenced employment 
or self-employment, of which 1,127 are living in accommodation provided by IPAS.  As the 
employer or applicant has 21 days from the time they take up employment or self-employment 
to return the declaration form, there is likely to be a time lag between the actual date of com-
mencement of employment and the Immigration Service being notified of same.

08/10/2019WRG04700Garda Deployment

08/10/2019WRG04800146. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
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gardaí in County Kildare in each of the years 2011 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40712/19]

08/10/2019WRG04900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner has responsibility for managing An Garda Síochána and 
for the allocation of Garda resources, in light of identified operational demands. This includes 
responsibility for personnel matters and the distribution of personnel across the various Garda 
Divisions.  As Minister I have no direct role in these matters.  I understand however that Garda 
management keeps the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime 
trends and policing priorities, to ensure their optimum use.

The Garda strength of Kildare Division in each of the years 2011 to 2018 and to date in 
2019, as provided by the Commissioner, is available on my Department’s website through the 
following link.  

www.justice.ie/en/JELR/003_Garda_Numbers_by_Division_2006_to_August_2019.xlsx

/Files/003_Garda_Numbers_by_Division_2006_to_August_2019.xlsx

www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Workforce.

For more general information on Garda Facts and Figures please see the following link:

www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures.

08/10/2019WRG05000Assisted Decision Making

08/10/2019WRG05100147. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
consider the need of wards and families for a link and-or liaison and-or position on the steering 
group regarding the process of the establishment of the decision support service; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40717/19]

08/10/2019WRG05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Assisted Decision-
Making (Capacity) Act 2015 provides a modern statutory framework to support decision-mak-
ing by adults with capacity difficulties. The Act was signed into law on 30 December 2015 but 
has not yet been fully commenced.  The Act provides for the establishment of new administra-
tive processes and support measures, including the setting up of the Decision Support Service 
(DSS) within the Mental Health Commission (a body under the Department of Health).  

The 2015 Act will also abolish the current Wards of Court system by repealing the Lunacy 
Regulation (Ireland) Act 1871. Part 6 of the 2015 Act which deals with wards of court will be 
commenced when the Decision Support Service is open for business and ready to roll out the 
new decision-making support options. The adults currently in wardship will transition to the 
new decision-making support arrangements provided for in the 2015 Act on a phased basis over 
3 years from the commencement of Part 6. 

The Director of the Decision Support Service is working towards being operational and 
ready for the commencement of the main provisions of the 2015 Act in 2020. This lead-in 
timeframe ensures that the necessary staff resources, processes, IT system, expert panels, codes 
of practice and regulations will be in place so that the DSS will have the capacity to be up and 
running effectively. There are many complex strands to this work, including involvement of 
multiple organisations, and the situation is being kept under ongoing review as the preparatory 
work on implementation moves forward.
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A high-level Steering Group comprised of senior officials from the Department of Justice 
and Equality, the Department of Health, the Mental Health Commission and the Courts Service, 
together with the Director of the Decision Support Service, is overseeing the establishment and 
commissioning of the DSS and this work is ongoing.  I am of the view that the current Steer-
ing Group is composed of the most appropriate stakeholders to deal with the high level issues 
involved in the establishment and commissioning of the DSS and I have no proposals to add 
additional members to the Group at this point in time. 

However, as we move closer to the DSS being operational in 2020, I will give consideration 
to the inclusion of more stakeholders in the governance structures.

08/10/2019WRG05300Crime Prevention

08/10/2019WRG05400148. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if An Garda 
Síochána working group has published its national strategy to deal with assaults against the 
person; if not, when the strategy will be published; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [40745/19]

08/10/2019WRG05500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, An Garda Síochána in 2018 established a Working Group to formulate a National Strat-
egy to Deal with Assaults against the Person.  The first phase of this strategy involved the ‘Use 
Your Brain Not Your Fist’ national awareness campaign in July 2018. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the Assaults in Public Reduction Strategy 2019- 
2021 has now been approved by the Garda Executive and that implementation commenced on 
a national basis on 2 September, 2019 under the operational name ‘Operation Soteria’.

I understand that the assault reduction strategy uses Garda Síochána Analysis Service data 
to identify and target the primary locations where assaults are occurring. I am further informed 
that the strategy has been communicated throughout An Garda Síochána for implementation 
and that it will be under constant progress review by local and national Garda management.

08/10/2019WRG05600Refugee Data

08/10/2019WRG05700149. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
refugees staying in a location (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40747/19]

08/10/2019WRG05800Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
My Department is responsible for offering accommodation and related services to international 
protection applicants while their claim for protection is being examined. These services are 
demand led and generally it is difficult to predict demand far in advance. 

I am advised that as of 29 September 2019, 7,462 persons were being provided with accom-
modation by the International Protection Accommodation Services (IPAS, formerly the Recep-
tion and Integration Agency) of my Department. 

Currently, there are 6,063 persons residing in the 38 accommodation centres located na-
tionwide across 18 counties. As these centres are at full capacity, there are also a further 1,399 
applicants residing in 34 emergency accommodation locations in hotels and guest houses. I can 
inform you there are currently 139 persons residing in the accommodation centre the Deputy 
has enquired about.
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Every effort is being made to re-accommodate applicants in emergency locations to a dedi-
cated accommodation centre as quickly as possible. My Department is actively working on 
securing additional capacity, both in its existing centres and through sourcing new accommoda-
tion centres. 

IPAS has sought expressions of interest from parties who would be interested in providing 
accommodation and related services to people in the international protection process and has 
also launched a nationwide, regional tendering process to source new accommodation centres.

08/10/2019WRG05900Refugee Data

08/10/2019WRG06000150. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
refugees staying in a location (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40748/19]

08/10/2019WRG06100Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
My Department is responsible for offering accommodation and related services to international 
protection applicants while their claim for protection is being examined. These services are 
demand led and generally it is difficult to predict demand far in advance. 

I am advised that as of 29 September 2019, 7,462 persons were being provided with accom-
modation by the International Protection Accommodation Services (IPAS) of my Department, 
formerly the Reception and Integration Agency.  I can inform you there are currently 123 per-
sons residing in the accommodation centre that the Deputy enquired about.

Currently, there are 6,063 persons residing in the 38 accommodation centres located na-
tionwide across 18 counties. As these centres are at full capacity, there are also a further 1,399 
applicants residing in 34 emergency accommodation locations in hotels and guest houses. 

As places become available in a dedicated accommodation centre they are offered to pro-
tection applicants accommodated in the emergency accommodation.  Every effort is made to 
re-accommodate applicants in emergency locations to a dedicated accommodation centre as 
quickly as possible and my Department is actively working on securing additional capacity, 
both in its existing centres and through sourcing new accommodation centres. 

IPAS has sought expressions of interest from parties who would be interested in providing 
accommodation and related services to people in the international protection process and has 
also launched a nationwide, regional tendering process to source new accommodation centres.

08/10/2019WRG06200Visa Applications

08/10/2019WRG06300151. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
an application by a person (details supplied) for a visa; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40749/19]

08/10/2019WRG06400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that the application referred to by the Deputy was decided 
on 12 March 2019 and that the applicant was informed of the decision to refuse the application.  
An appeal against the decison was received in the Visa Office in Dublin on 22 May 2019.

Appeals are generally processed in the chronological order in which they are received.  
While every effort is made to process appeals as quickly as possible, processing times will vary 
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having regard to the volume of appeals received, the resources available to process them, the 
individual complexity of the application and any subsequent appeal.  It is not possible to indi-
cate at this time when the appeal decision will be finalised.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
Immigration Service by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

In addition, applicants may themselves e-mail queries directly to the Immigration Service 
(visamail@justice.ie).

08/10/2019WRG06500Departmental Reform

08/10/2019WRG06600152. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide the costs incurred to date in respect of a consultancy regarding the reorganisation of 
his Department (details supplied); the number of staff by grade who were reassigned to new 
roles as part of the departmental reform; the number of disputes and-or appeals by staff regard-
ing their reassignments within his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40829/19]

08/10/2019WRG06700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In January 2019, the 
Department commenced work on a significant Transformation Programme, most notably in 
response to the recommendations of the Effectiveness and Renewal Group (ERG) which was 
established by Government in January 2018 to identify the changes necessary to enable the De-
partment to meet the changed demands of the environment in which it now operates.

EY was selected as the Department’s Implementation Partner for the programme following 
a competitive tender process. The cost incurred to date in respect to the consultancy regarding 
the reorganisation of the department is €3,513,114.  This information is publicly available on 
the Department’s website.

Number of staff by grade that were reassigned to new roles

The Programme moves the Department from a traditional, divisional structure to a func-
tional structure and is the largest change programme in the Department’s history.

In line with ERG recommendations, the work of the Department has been aligned under a 
Civil Justice and Equality Pillar and a Criminal Justice Pillar.

In the new operating model, the work in each Pillar will be structured by functional area 
(e.g. Policy, Governance) rather than thematic area (e.g. Policing, Equality).

The move to a functional operating model means that most staff have experienced some 
level of change to their role, with almost 500 staff relocating to a different building.

The following is the breakdown of staff who were reassigned into new roles by grade as part 
of the Departmental reform.

Grade No
Assistant Secretary 6 
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Grade No
Director 3 
Principal Officer 50 
Assistant Principal 87 
Administrative Officer 28 
Higher Executive Officer 58 
Executive Officer 81 
Clerical Officer 88 
Total 401

Number of disputes and/or appeals by staff regarding reassignments

  There were three cases referred to human resources in respect of reassignments.  In each 
case, an appropriate resolution was found to accommodate the needs of the individual and in all 
instances this was done informally. No formal disputes or appeals arose.

08/10/2019WRG06800Deportation Orders Data

08/10/2019WRG06900153. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of asy-
lum seekers who have been returned from Ireland to Zimbabwe in each of the years 2016 to 
2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40836/19]

08/10/2019WRG07000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) gives the Minister for Justice and 
Equality powers to make a Deportation Order. Section 3(2) of that Act sets out the nature of 
persons in respect of whom such an Order can be made. This includes, among other categories 
of person, a person who has served or is serving a term of imprisonment imposed on him or 
her by a court in the State, a person whose deportation has been recommended by a court in the 
State before which such person was indicted for or charged with any crime or offence, a person 
whose application for asylum, based on the provisions of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended), 
has been refused by the Minister and a person whose deportation would, in the opinion of the 
Minister, be conducive to the common good. 

Section 3(3) of the Act provides the procedure to be followed before any such Order can 
be made while section 3(4) sets out the three options open to any person put on notice of a 
proposal to make a Deportation Order in respect of them. These options are to leave the State 
voluntarily, to consent to deportation or to submit written representations against the making of 
such an Order.  

I am informed by the Immigration Service of my Department, that the State has not returned 
any individual to Zimbabwe in the years mentioned in the Deputy’s query.

08/10/2019WRG07100Asylum Seeker Accommodation

08/10/2019WRG07200154. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if correspondence 
regarding the proposed move of a person (details supplied) will be reviewed; if the person can 
remain in County Monaghan in view of the person’s attachment and involvement in the Car-
rickmacross area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40855/19]

08/10/2019WRG07300Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
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I am advised by the International Protection Accommodation Services (IPAS, formally the Re-
ception and Integration Agency), that the person referred to by the Deputy was initially accom-
modated in one of the emergency accommodation locations under contract to my Department. 
Accommodation in these locations is provided on a temporary basis until an applicant can be 
transferred to an accommodation centre at a future date. Suitable accommodation subsequently 
became available in September 2019 and the individual concerned received a letter notifying 
them of the proposed transfer.

While I appreciate the move to a new accommodation centre may cause upheaval, my De-
partment cannot permit a person to remain in an emergency location when a suitable vacancy 
has become available in an accommodation centre. The individual concerned was advised of 
this and moved to their new accommodation in a location that offered minimum disruption to 
them on 30 September.

It is important to note that there is no obligation on any applicant to accept the offer of ac-
commodation. Applicants may source their own private accommodation or choose to stay with 
friends or family. 

08/10/2019WRG07400Disability Act Employment Targets

08/10/2019WRG07500155. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the results to date 
of the national disability inclusion strategy recommendation 4.49 to increase the public sector 
employment target of persons with disabilities from 3% to 6% by each Department. [40896/19]

08/10/2019WRG07600Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
As the Deputy will be aware, Part 5 (section 47) of the Disability Act 2005 requires public sec-
tor bodies to ensure, unless there is good reason to the contrary, that 3% of the persons em-
ployed by that body are persons with disabilities. 

Implementation of Part 5 of the Act is monitored on an ongoing basis by the National Dis-
ability Authority.  The Authority reports each year on progress made towards the statutory 3% 
target for employment in the public sector.  

The Authority’s most recent report on compliance shows that at the end of 2017, 3.5% of 
staff employed in public sector bodies were people identifying with disabilities, this was the 
seventh successive year of exceeding the statutory 3% target.  

The Deputy will also be aware of the Government’s Comprehensive Employment Strategy 
(CES) for Persons with Disabilities 2015 - 2024.  This strategy sets out a ten-year cross-Gov-
ernment approach to ensuring that people with disabilities who are able to, and want to, work 
are supported and enabled to do so, with different Departments and State agencies acting in a 
concerted effort to address the barriers and challenges that impact on employment of people 
with disabilities. 

In addition Action 40 of the National Disability Inclusion Strategy 2017-2021 commits to 
increasing the statutory target of persons with disabilities employed in our public services from 
3% to 6% on a phased basis by January 2024.  To give effect to this commitment, legislative 
proposals are currently being progressed through the Oireachtas as part of the Disability (Mis-
cellaneous Provisions) Bill 2016.

08/10/2019WRH00200Direct Provision System
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08/10/2019WRH00300156. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to address the 
number of persons living in direct provision centres nationally; his further plans to cease using 
hotels as emergency centres; the procedures for residents of these centres to make complaints 
against operators; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40908/19]

08/10/2019WRH00400Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
My Department is responsible for offering accommodation and related services to international 
protection applicants while their claim for protection is being examined. These services are 
demand led and generally it is difficult to predict demand far in advance. 

I am advised that as of 29th September 2019, 7,462 persons were being provided with ac-
commodation by the International Protection Accommodation Services (IPAS, formerly the 
Reception and Integration Agency) of my Department. 

Currently, there are 6,063 persons residing in the 38 accommodation centres located na-
tionwide across 18 counties. As these centres are at full capacity, there are also a further 1,399 
applicants residing in 34 emergency accommodation locations in hotels and guest houses. 

Every effort is being made to re-accommodate applicants in emergency locations to a dedi-
cated accommodation centre as quickly as possible. My Department is actively working on 
securing additional capacity, both in its existing centres and through sourcing new accommoda-
tion centres. 

 IPAS has sought expressions of interest from parties who would be interested in providing 
accommodation and related services to people in the international protection process and has 
also launched a nationwide, regional tendering process to source new accommodation centres.

 In relation to the query about complaints, IPAS has a complaints procedure which is set out 
in the House Rules & Procedures Booklet for International Protection Applicants. Complaints 
are made initially to the Centre Manager with a view to informal resolution. If the person con-
cerned is not satisfied with the outcome of their complaint, he or she may make a complaint to 
the International Protection Accommodation Service who will investigate the matter and take 
action as appropriate. 

In the event that a resident is not satisfied with how his or her complaint is dealt with, he or 
she has full access to the services of the Ombudsman and Ombudsman for Children. The office 
of the Ombudsman received 148 complaints about Direct Provision in 2018, 15 of which were 
upheld. 

Separately, certain decisions by IPAS made in line with the European Communities (Recep-
tion Conditions) Regulations 2018, relating to material reception conditions and listed in full 
in Regulation 20, allow for review by a Review Officer, a designated role in IPAS. This review 
may be further appealed to the International Protection Appeals Tribunal (IPAT).

08/10/2019WRH00500Semi-State Bodies Remuneration

08/10/2019WRH00600157. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the remu-
neration package for each chief executive officer of State or semi-State organisations under the 
aegis of his Department; the changes made to such remuneration in the past three years; the 
remuneration package for each acting CEO if such exists; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40912/19]

08/10/2019WRH00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to advise the Dep-
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uty that the information sought cannot be provided in the time allowed. As soon as the informa-
tion has been collated I will write to the Deputy on the matter.

08/10/2019WRH00800Garda Data

08/10/2019WRH00900158. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the estimated 
cost in 2020 if the budget for the Garda Criminal Assets Bureau increased by 20%; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40923/19]

08/10/2019WRH01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the Criminal Assets Bureau (CAB) is a multi-agency statutory body established under 
the Criminal Assets Bureau Act 1996. The Bureau’s remit is to target a person’s assets, wher-
ever situated, which derive, or are suspected to derive, directly or indirectly, from criminal 
conduct. Since its inception, the Bureau has been at the forefront of fighting organised crime in 
this jurisdiction and disrupting the activities of criminal gangs by depriving them of ill-gotten 
assets. 

The Bureau is widely regarded as a best practice model in the context of combating organ-
ised crime. Its structure and powers have been modelled by other jurisdictions. It works closely 
with law enforcement bodies at national and international levels and continues to relentlessly 
pursue the illicit proceeds of organised crime activity. The actions of the Bureau send a strong 
message to criminals and to local communities that profiting from crime will not be tolerated. 

Reflecting the Government’s commitment to ensure that the Bureau is adequately resourced, 
the CAB’s staffing and budgetary allocation has increased significantly in recent years. Since 
2016, the Bureau’s staffing resources have increased from 71 to its current level of 85, with staff 
numbers due to rise to 91 during this year. Similarly, the Bureau’s budgetary allocation has gone 
up from €7.042 million in 2016 to €8.603m in 2019.

Accordingly I am advised that if the budget for the Garda Criminal Assets Bureau were 
increased by 20% in 2020, the estimated additional cost would be approximately €1.72 million 
and the total cost would be approximately €10.3 million. 

08/10/2019WRH01100Garda Data

08/10/2019WRH01200159. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the estimated 
cost in 2020 if the budget for the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau increased 
by 20%; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40924/19]

08/10/2019WRH01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The resources provided 
by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented levels, with an allocation 
for 2019 of €1.76 billion, in addition to a capital allocation of € 92 million this year.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for managing and 
controlling the administration and business of An Garda Síochána, including the Garda Nation-
al Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau.  It is important in that context to note that the allocation 
of Garda resources and distribution of personnel are a matter for the Commissioner, in light of 
identified operational demands.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that in the first nine months of 2019, the cost of the 
Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau has amounted to approximately €9,840,000 
and is expected to amount to approximately €13,120,500 in the full year for 2019.  An increase 
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of 20% in the full year figure would therefore cost approximately an additional €2,624,100.

08/10/2019WRH01400Community Alert Programme

08/10/2019WRH01500160. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to improve 
and expand the existing community text alert scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40985/19]

08/10/2019WRH01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the Programme for Government includes a commitment to support and prioritise com-
munity crime prevention, including Text Alert. 

Community partnership has been particularly evident in the success of the Garda Text Alert 
scheme. Since it was launched in September 2013 it has grown quickly with a total of 164,000 
subscribers and in the order of 3 million text messages sent annually. Every Garda Division, ru-
ral and urban, now offers the text alert service and An Garda Síochána has published guidelines 
to assist in the establishment and operation of local groups. 

For many years, my Department has supported community crime prevention by providing 
funding for the Community Alert programme, which is operated by  Muintir na Tíre in partner-
ship with the Garda authorities. My Department provides funding in relation to the employment 
and associated costs of the national service, including three of the five regional Development 
Officers. The long-standing view has been that this is the best use of the resources available to 
my Department to support effective community crime prevention actions.   

At the Ploughing Championships in September 2018, I announced that the Text Alert Re-
bate Scheme would be available to over 1,000 local groups registered under the Garda Text 
Alert Scheme. Under that Scheme, my Department made in the region of €150,000 available to 
local communities who wanted to apply for a rebate towards the costs associated with running 
their local Text Alert Scheme. Ultimately, payments made as part of the 2018 Scheme amounted 
to €112,500 which was allocated to 394 groups. 

I can advise the Deputy that it is my intention to make a further announcement about the 
Text Alert Rebate Scheme for 2019 in the near future.

08/10/2019WRH01700Closed-Circuit Television Systems

08/10/2019WRH01800161. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of appli-
cations made for community based CCTV systems; the number that have been funded, installed 
and are now operational; the locations of all such CCTV systems; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41016/19]

08/10/2019WRH01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy may be 
aware, Community CCTV is governed by section 38(3)(c) of the Garda Síochána Act 2005 and 
the Garda Síochána (CCTV) Order 2006 (SI No 289 of 2006). This legal framework requires 
that any proposed community CCTV scheme must:

-  be approved by the local Joint Policing Committee,

-  have the prior support of the relevant local authority, which must also act as data control-
ler, and
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-  have the authorisation of the Garda Commissioner.

This is the legal basis for all community CCTV schemes, regardless of how they are funded 
and these key legal requirements have not changed since 2006.  The possibility of establishing a 
Community CCTV scheme is available to groups that meet these legal requirements, anywhere 
in the country.  

Since 2017, my Department has administered a grant aid scheme supporting groups wishing 
to establish a community-based CCTV system in their area.  There have been 34 applications to 
the scheme and to date, 21 applications have been approved, involving approved grants total-
ling more than €540,000.  The location of the CCTV schemes which have been approved for 
funding are as follows: 

-  Carrick on Shannon, Co Leitrim

-  Cranmore, Co Sligo

-  Arklow, Co Wicklow

-  Courttown/Riverchapel, Gorey and Wexford Town, Co Wexford 

-  Abbeyfeale, Adare, Askeaton, Caherconlish, Cappamore, Castleconnell, Croom, Foynes, 
Kilmallock, Newcastlewest, Pallasgreen, Patrickswell, Murroe and Rathkeale, County Limer-
ick.

-  Monaghan Town, Co. Monaghan.

I can confirm that the grant aid scheme remains open for applications from interested groups 
in 2019 and that all fully completed applications received before the end of 2019 will be con-
sidered. 

Eligible groups, including community groups and local authorities nationwide, can apply 
for grant-aid of up to 60% of the total capital cost of a proposed CCTV system, up to a maxi-
mum total of €40,000.  I am pleased to inform the Deputy that I have recently expanded the 
grant aid scheme to cover not only new CCTV systems but also to allow funding applications 
for extension or upgrade of existing Community CCTV systems which are incomplete or obso-
lete.  Applicants can now also seek a grant of up to €5,000 for minor maintenance costs. 

I must emphasise that grant funding can be considered only for CCTV systems which meet 
the legal requirements for CCTV, in other words CCTV systems which have been approved by 
the relevant Joint Policing Committee, the relevant Local Authority (also acting as Data Con-
troller) and which have received the authorisation of the Garda Commissioner. 

If the Deputy is aware of groups wishing to avail of the scheme, further details are available 
to download from my Department’s website - www.justice.ie and support and guidance is avail-
able to help interested groups through a dedicated email address communitycctv@justice.ie. 

08/10/2019WRH02000Human Rights

08/10/2019WRH02100162. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way in which 
he plans to address the recent report by the human rights agency of the European Union that 
Ireland has a disturbing problem with racism and discrimination against migrants; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41017/19]
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08/10/2019WRH02200Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
A new Anti-Racism Committee will be established later this year. This Committee will review 
and make recommendations on strengthening the Government’s approach to combating racism 
and building on the actions currently included in the Migrant Integration Strategy.

The committee’s work will have two strands:

i. a public sector strand to allow for more in-depth discussions of what needs to be done 
by public sector organisations and how it can be done, and

ii. an expert strand that will consider how to develop a clear understanding of racism, where 
it occurs, and what can be done to combat it, drawing on international experience.

The new Committee will include representatives of the public, private and voluntary sec-
tor and expert views. It will hold a stakeholder dialogues to assess the latest evidence and to 
identify the views of wider civil society, the business sector, media and other relevant parties. 
The Committee will also help to generate ideas for reducing racist abuse in the public sphere.

The progress report on the Migrant Integration Strategy 2017-2020 has been submitted 
to Government. The Strategy is the Government’s framework for tackling barriers to integra-
tion and promoting intercultural awareness. It includes actions to combat racism, including 
strengthening our laws against hate crime; actions by An Garda Síochána to address the under-
reporting of racist crime; a commitment from Local Authorities on the early removal of racist 
graffiti; and Government funding for anti-racism interventions.

The key finding of the Progress Report is the importance of the whole-of-government and 
whole-of-society approach to successful integration, and the benefits it brings to all aspects of 
Irish life. While the progress report highlights a number of successes – including up to €15m 
granted in Integration Funding Programmes, the research programmes conducted by the ESRI 
for the Office for the Promotion of Migrant Integration, and the Education (Admissions to 
Schools) Act 2018 amongst others – the report also helps identify areas where efforts need to 
intensify in the months ahead. As a result, actions will now be developed to particularly address 
areas where outcomes for migrants need to be improved. These areas are combatting racism; 
employment; English language acquisition; and the promotion of integration at the local level. 

08/10/2019WRH02300Firearms Seizures

08/10/2019WRH02400163. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of guns 
seized by An Garda Síochána in each of the years 2010 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [41023/19]

08/10/2019WRH02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested the in-
formation sought by the Deputy from the Garda authorities and I will contact the Deputy di-
rectly once this information is to hand.

08/10/2019WRH02600Judicial Council Legislation

08/10/2019WRH02700164. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will address 
areas of concern with respect to the Judicial Council Act 2019 (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41132/19]

08/10/2019WRH02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy’s question 
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is comprised of seven individual questions and I will deal with each of those seven questions 
in turn.

Regarding the first question about the establishment of the Judicial Council, I expect to see 
the Judicial Council being established by the end of this year and steps are being taken to facili-
tate establishment within that time frame.  

As to the naming of the new Secretary of the Judicial Council and their appointment date, by 
Statutory Instrument (No. 457/19), I recently commenced relevant provisions of the Act.  These 
provisions relate to the appointment of the interim Secretary to the Council, and the process of 
identifying and recommending to the Government people who are suitable for appointment to 
be lay members of the Sentencing Guidelines and Information Committee, the Judicial Conduct 
Committee and panels of inquiry.  An interim Secretary was appointed on 11 September 2019, 
with the appointment of a permanent Secretary being a matter for the Council when established.

I will now address the Deputy’s queries in respect of the complaints procedure around Judi-
cial Conduct, and the date these procedures will come into effect. 

Firstly, in terms of the sequence for implementation, the Judicial Council Act provides for 
the establishment of a Judicial Conduct Committee not later than 6 months following the first 
meeting of the Judicial Council.  

With regard to the complaint procedures, the Judicial Conduct Committee will consider 
complaints and refer them for resolution by informal means or undertake investigations into the 
conduct of individual judges in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Act.  A complaint 
may be made by any person who is directly affected by, or who has witnessed, the alleged mis-
conduct and, in general, there is a 3-month window within which a complaint alleging judicial 
misconduct may be made.  

Regarding when the positions for lay members of the committees will be advertised, a 
date has yet to be set but recruitment competitions for lay members will be advertised, in due 
course.  The establishment of the committees on which the lay members will sit is dependent on 
the establishment date for the Judicial Council and when its first meeting is held (timelines for 
establishment of each committee are set out in the Judicial Council Act 2019). 

Costs for the Judicial Council will include accommodation, staffing and establishment day. 
Budgetary provision is currently being considered.  

The Deputy has asked if I will make a statement in relation to the  appointment process of 
the President of the High Court.  The Deputy has indicated, however,  that these matters have 
been referred to the European Court of Human Rights to be adjudicated upon (i.e. the matters 
are sub-judice).  As such, it would not be appropriate for me to comment.

Regarding the matters raised in question seven, the Judicial Conduct Committee will consist 
of 13 members - the Chief Justice (who will be the chairperson of the Committee) and Presi-
dents of the Courts, 3 elected judges (8 judges in total) and 5 lay members.  The Government 
will appoint 5 lay members to the Committee based on recommendations from the Public Ap-
pointments Service.  The Act specifies the categories of persons who are not eligible to be lay 
members of the Committee.  These include a member of either House of the Oireachtas, the 
European Parliament or a local authority, a judge or a former judge, a practicing barrister or 
solicitor and a civil servant.  If a person appointed as a lay member subsequently falls into one 
of these categories, he or she ceases to be a member of the Committee.  Not fewer than 40% of 
the lay members appointed to the Judicial Conduct Committee shall be women.

The function of the Judicial Conduct Committee shall be to promote and maintain high stan-
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dards of conduct among judges, having regard to the principles of judicial conduct requiring 
judges to uphold and exemplify judicial independence, impartiality, integrity, propriety (includ-
ing the appearance of propriety), competence and diligence and to ensure equality of treatment 
to all persons before the courts.  

The Act provides for the possibility of an investigation (subject to conditions set out in the 
Act) of alleged judicial misconduct in the absence of a complaint or after the withdrawal of a 
complaint. The Judicial Conduct Committee shall, subject to this Act, be independent in the 
performance of its functions.

Ministerial Functions

08/10/2019WRH02850165. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
she has requested the office of the chief scientific adviser on occasions to advise the Govern-
ment; and if so, when and the matters on which the advice was sought.  [40892/19]

08/10/2019WRH02875Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation(Deputy Heather Humphreys): I have 
not requested such advice on a specific topic or on any specific occasion. 

The Chief Science Adviser (CSA) meets with relevant Cabinet Ministers on a regular basis 
and meets with new Ministers when they take responsibility for their portfolio.

Last year, the CSA presented evidence to the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine and the Seanad Special Select Committee on the Withdrawal of the United 
Kingdom from the European Union. The CSA is due to present again to the latter on 9 October 
2019.

The CSA also regularly meets with relevant European Commissioners and members of their 
Cabinets. The CSA organised an important meeting of INGSA (the International Network of 
Government Science Advisors) and EUGCSA (the EU Group of Chief Scientific Advisers) in 
Dublin in July 2019. The meeting was attended by the European Commissioner for Research, 
Science and Innovation and by a number of Irish Ministers and TDs.

08/10/2019WRH02900Exports Data

08/10/2019WRH03000166. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the goods exported to the United States of America that will be subject to higher tariffs in 
October 2019 and in the near future; the scale of the increase; the quantity and value of exports 
to the United States in 2018 and to date in 2019; the potential impact on the economy here; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [41102/19]

08/10/2019WRH03100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): On 
6 October 2004 the United States requested consultations, in line with WTO procedures, with 
the governments of Germany, France, the United Kingdom, and Spain, and with the European 
Commission concerning measures affecting trade in large civil aircraft. The US concern was 
that Airbus were receiving unfair subsidies from these Member States regarding the production 
of its civilian aircraft and that these subsidies were damaging to a direct competitor, US aircraft 
manufacturing firm Boeing.

In parallel, on 27 June 2005, the EU made its own request to the WTO for consultations cit-
ing Boeing’s receipt of unfair subsidies from both federal and state level authorities in the US.



8 October 2019

91

On 15 May 2018 the WTO Appellate Body found in favour of the US/Boeing - that Air-
bus were receiving unfair subsidies from EU Member States. Subsequently, a WTO arbitrator 
evaluated the claim and reported on the 2 October 2019 that the value of countermeasures that 
the US can impose commensurate with the adverse effects caused by EU subsidies is $7.496 
billion. In the parallel Boeing case, the WTO arbitrator’s report is due for finalisation and pub-
lication in 6-9 months’ time – Q2 2020.

On the same day as the WTO Arbitrators’ Findings were released, the Office of the United 
States Trade Representative (USTR) published its final list of products that will be targeted 
with new tariffs. The list has 15 sub-sections with Ireland, along with other EU Member States, 
included in 9 of these sub-sections. The new tariffs can be introduced once the US obtains “au-
thorisation” from the WTO Dispute Settlement Body (DBS) at the next scheduled DSB meet-
ing and my Department understand that a special sitting of the DSB has been arranged for 14 
October 2019 to fulfil this procedural requirement.

In relation to impacts, latest CSO data shows that Ireland recorded goods exports to the 
US of approximately €39.27 billion in 2018. The US is Ireland’s largest goods export market, 
accounting for 28% of total goods exports in 2018. For the period January to June 2019, Ire-
land’s total goods trade with the US was recorded as in the region of €22.2 billion. This was an 
increase of 14% of the same period in 2018.

For those products effected by the USTR list, Ireland exported approximately €362m worth 
of goods to the US in 2018, with the principal exports being: 

- liqueurs and cordials valued at €168.5m, 

- butter valued at €156.8m and 

- cheddar cheese valued at €37.3m. 

Exports of these products will attract an additional 25% tariff on entry into the US. 

My Department continues to engage with industry to fully understand the potential impacts 
these measures will have.  We are also fully engaged with colleagues in the Department of Ag-
riculture, Food and the Marine and our Enterprise Agencies in relation to the implications for 
Irish business.  

As International Trade Policy is a competence of the EU Commission under the EU Trea-
ties, the EU Commission takes the lead on this issue taking into account the views of individual 
Member States and the collective good of the Union.  Therefore, Ireland continues to be en-
gaged with the Commission, both at a Ministerial and Official level on these issues. Indeed, as 
recently as Tuesday last (1st October), I attended an EU Council of Trade Ministers’ meeting 
in Brussels where, among other items, we discussed our concerns on these Aircraft cases and 
I articulated Ireland’s particular concerns.  I also held a bilateral meeting with Trade Commis-
sioner-elect Phil Hogan while in Brussels at which we discussed the WTO Airbus and Boeing 
cases and the potential impact the imposition of tariffs on Ireland would have. 

The European Commission confirmed for Member States that is has consistently communi-
cated to the US that the EU is ready to work with them to agree on a fair and balanced solution 
for our respective aircraft industries.  As recently as this July, the EU shared concrete proposals 
with the US for a new regime on aircraft subsidies, and a way forward on existing compliance 
obligations on both sides, to avoid a round of tit-for-tar tariffs as the EU will have a similar op-
tion against the US in some 6/9 months when an Arbitrator determines the quantum of damage 
to EU industry US subsidies to Boeing has caused. So far, regretfully, the US has not engaged. 
Nonetheless, Ireland’s preference, as I and my Government colleagues as well as my officials 



Questions - Written Answers

92

have articulated, along with the EU, is for a negotiated settlement to be reached on these issues.

Government has also highlighted our concerns in bilateral engagements with US interlocut-
ers in Dublin and Washington, intensively over recent months. The issue of the tariffs was also 
raised during the US Presidential and Vice-Presidential visits this year.  I and my officials, as 
well as colleagues in the Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade and Agriculture, Food & the 
Marine, continue in contact with our US counterparts in Dublin and Washington on these issues.

Our position remains that the mutual imposition of sanctions will only inflict damage on 
businesses and citizens on both sides of the Atlantic and harm global trade and the broader 
aviation industry at a sensitive time.  Ireland does not want to see this escalation at this time.

08/10/2019WRH03200Brexit Supports

08/10/2019WRH03300167. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the latest data on the funding available through her Department for Brexit related supports and 
initiatives; the funding that has been drawn down to date in tabular form; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [40518/19]

08/10/2019WRH03400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Since the decision of the United Kingdom to leave the European Union, my Department and 
its agencies have worked to put a wide range of Brexit supports in place for businesses. My 
Department’s focus is on helping firms to improve their competitiveness and innovation, and to 
diversify markets.

My Department and its agencies are working to provide extensive supports, schemes and 
advice to ensure that businesses are prepared for Brexit. The suite of enterprise and finance sup-
ports now in place covers the spectrum of potential Brexit impacts and aims to assist businesses 
in identifying key risk areas and the practical preparatory actions to be taken over the coming 
months.

Since 2016, my Department and its agencies have been working to prepare Irish businesses 
for the potential challenges posed by Brexit by helping them to assess their preparedness and 
helping them to implement practical action plans in areas such as customs, supply chain and 
sourcing, and financial management. While we cannot yet know the form that Brexit will take, 
these measures aim to assist businesses in identifying and managing key risk areas and develop 
practical preparatory actions regardless of the circumstances of the UK’s withdrawal from the 
EU.

The Government’s suite of Brexit supports includes preparedness vouchers, consultancy 
and mentoring supports, tariff advisory services, research on new markets and innovation sup-
ports through Enterprise Ireland, the Local Enterprise Offices and InterTradeIreland. Supports 
and advice are also available from the National Standards Authority of Ireland, the Health and 
Safety Authority, IDA Ireland, Revenue, Skillnet Ireland, the Strategic Banking Corporation of 
Ireland, Bord Bia and Fáilte Ireland. 

The most immediate consequences of a hard Brexit are likely to be currency movements, 
supply chain constraints, delays, duties and tariffs. In the first instance, there will be a strain on 
the working capital position of businesses.

Of my Department’s suite of supports, the €300m Brexit Loan Scheme is designed to ad-
dress working capital challenges brought about by Brexit. Under the Scheme, loans of up to 
€1.5 million are available at a rate of 4% or less, with loans of up to €500,000 available on an 
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unsecured basis. By contrast, the €300m Future Growth Loan Scheme is designed to support 
strategic long-term investment in SMEs in a post-Brexit environment.

InterTradeIreland also plays a major role as part of Ireland’s Brexit response and offers 
Brexit-related advisory services to eligible businesses. So far this year, more than 4,500 SMEs 
have directly engaged with the Brexit Advisory Service.

ITI offers Brexit Planning Voucher and Brexit Implementation Voucher schemes, which en-
able businesses to get professional advice on how best to plan, prepare and implement for the 
UK’s withdrawal from the European Union. These supports help businesses obtain advice on 
specific areas such as tariffs, currency management, regulatory and customs issues and move-
ment of labour, goods and services.

ITI Brexit Planning Vouchers are worth up to €2,250 (inclusive of VAT) each. ITI’s Brexit 
Implementation Voucher provides financial support up to £5,000/€5,625 (inclusive of VAT), 
with InterTradeIreland paying 50%. This allows businesses to implement critical changes mak-
ing them better prepared to deal with a new trading relationship.In August, ITI launched a new 
advertising campaign and a new online resource to encourage and assist firms in preparing 
for Brexit. The online “Bitesize Brexit” resource is a one-stop-shop for cross-border traders, 
presenting information in easily digestible segments and includes specific actions businesses 
should take in preparing for Brexit.

Enterprise Ireland also recently launched 12 ‘Brexit Essential’ questions aimed at helping 
exporting businesses further prepare and take action ahead of the UK’s impending withdrawal 
from the EU.  The Brexit Essentials campaign highlights the key questions and documentation 
that businesses need to address in order to trade successfully with the UK post 31 October.

My Department, in association with the Department of Education and Skills and key indus-
try partners, also launched a new support measure to help customs agents, intermediaries and 
affected Irish businesses develop the capacity to deal with the additional customs requirements 
due to the UK’s departure from the EU. The new initiative called Clear Customs comprises of 
a training programme and a customs financial support to assist with the costs of recruiting and 
assigning new staff to customs roles.

In addition, the Government has held over 100 Brexit information seminars and events since 
last September. I also have been convening regular roundtable discussions with the main retail 
grocery and distribution players since December to better understand contingency planning 
within the sector on food supply. Revenue, the Food Safety Authority of Ireland, Dublin Port 
and relevant Government Departments also attend these meetings.

With the deadline for the UK’s withdrawal from the EU fast approaching, the continued un-
certainty around Brexit continues to represent a significant challenge for businesses in Ireland. 
I want businesses, particularly those most impacted by Brexit, to know my Department and its 
agencies are here to help.

Scheme      Uptake (27 September 2019)   
Brexit Loan Scheme 816 applications received, 738 approved   by SBCI, 

194 Loans progressed to sanction at bank level to a 
value of €43.52 million.Of the approved applications 
to date, 153 were reapplications as eligibility expires 
after four months.(Uptake as of 27 September)

Future Growth Loan Scheme 1,353 applications received, 1,283   approved by 
SBCI, 270 Loans progressed to sanction at bank 
level   to a value of €43.805 million.(Uptake as of 27 
September)
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Scheme      Uptake (27 September 2019)   
Enterprise Ireland   Brexit Scorecard - online 
platform for Irish companies to   self-assess their 
exposure to Brexit 

6,585 Brexit Scorecards have been completed. 1,596 
LEO clients have completed the scorecard.

Enterprise Ireland   Be Prepared Grant 216 Be Prepared Grants have been approved
Enterprise Ireland   Market Discovery Fund - A sup-
port to EI clients to research new  markets

194 companies have been approved under this initia-
tive[1]

Enterprise Ireland   Prepare to Export Scorecard    4,746 Prepare to Export Scorecards have been com-
pleted

Enterprise Ireland   Customs Insights Online Course 1,706 Customs Insights Course participants
Enterprise Ireland   Agile Innovation Fund - Gives 
rapid fast-track access to innovation funding

60 Agile Innovation projects have been approved

Enterprise Ireland   Brexit Advisory Clinics 16 Brexit Advisory Clinics have been run with over 
1,200 in attendance

Enterprise Ireland   Brexit “Act On Programme” – A 
support funding the engagement of   a consultant to 
devise report with recommendations to help clients   
address weaknesses and improve resilience

288 “Act on” Plans have   been completed

Enterprise Ireland   Strategic Consultancy Grant – A 
grant to assist EI clients to hire   a strategic consul-
tant for a set period

1,088 Strategic Consultancy   Grants have been ap-
proved

Enterprise Ireland Clear   Customs Grant 168 applications have been made to access financial 
support through the scheme

Local Enterprise Office   Technical Assistance Grant 
for Micro Export - an incentive for LEO   clients to 
explore and develop new market opportunities

729   clients  were approved assistance under the 
Technical Assistance Grant

Local Enterprise Office   LEAN for Micro - The 
LEO Lean4Micro offer was developed in collabora-
tion   between the EI Lean department and the LEOs 
to tailor the EI Lean offer   for LEO micro enterprise 
clients

423   LEO   clients have participated in the pro-
gramme 

Local Enterprise Office Mentoring 1,017 mentoring participants solely focused on 
Brexit 

Local Enterprise Office   Brexit Seminars/Events 5,637 Participants at the Brexit Information events  
Customs Training   Participants 917 Participants attended Customs Training
InterTradeIreland Brexit   Advisory Service 4,551 SMEs   have directly engaged with the Brexit 

Advisory Service in 2019. This is in   addition to the 
4,175   engagements in 2018.

InterTradeIreland Brexit   Planning Vouchers 2 There have   been 1,893 applications,   with 1,630 
approved and 47 still pending assessment. 

Pilot Online Retail cheme administered by Enter-
prise Ireland

11 retailers were awarded funding in March   2019 
under Call1. A second call of the Scheme closed on 
the 31 July 2019. 29 retailers were awarded funding 
under Call 2. The Pilot Online Retail Scheme has 
now concluded.

08/10/2019WRH03500

Brexit Preparations

08/10/2019WRH03600168. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the latest data on the percentage of exporters with a Brexit plan in place; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [40519/19]

08/10/2019WRH03700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department’s ongoing engagement  with businesses and representative bodies and research in-
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dicates that the proportion of businesses preparing for Brexit is increasing, particularly among 
those businesses identified as most exposed to Brexit-related impacts. It also indicates that 
awareness of the key Brexit challenges is increasing. Almost 60% of Irish SME’s report a good 
understanding of the likely implications of Brexit impacts that are relevant to their business. 
The findings of a survey, done by B&A on behalf of my Department in February 2019, suggest 
that planning for Brexit is increasing with almost 50% of SME’s reporting having taken some 
form of active engagement (up from 42% in 2018) in the form of planning or other mitigating 
steps. 

Among the most impacted businesses, progress is also being made, for example more than 
half of exporters indicate that they have a Brexit plan while 70% of exporting and importing 
companies have taken mitigating actions to address possible Brexit challenges. 

Enterprise Ireland (EI) clients are actively planning for Brexit. According to an International 
Markets Week client survey 86% of client companies are now taking actions to prepare for the 
impact of Brexit. This is up from 38% in 2017. Top preparation measures include diversifying 
export markets, improving operational competitiveness, strengthening business in the UK, de-
veloping strategic partnerships, improving financial management, and investing in R&D.

It is vitally important that we continue to monitor and evaluate the levels of preparedness 
among Irish companies. My Department is currently engaged in ongoing research as part of 
its survey series, “Brexit: The view of Irish SME’s.” These surveys aim to gauge the extent of 
Brexit planning and preparation among Irish businesses. At present, this research is in the field-
work phase and findings are expected in the coming weeks. 

08/10/2019WRH03800Company Law

08/10/2019WRH03900169. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if she is satisfied that there are adequate obligations on the receiver appointed in respect of 
residential properties to maximise the value of assets being sold on the open market; her plans 
to strengthen the law in this area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40542/19]

08/10/2019WRH04000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Re-
ceivership is a remedy that derives from courts of equity. The relevant law in relation to receiv-
ership is largely made up of rules which the courts have developed by applying general contract 
law and equitable principles.  Receivers are appointed under a relevant security e.g. a mortgage 
or a charge which contains the contractual terms in relation to their appointment and their pow-
ers under the instrument. 

Receivers can also be appointed over property under the Land and Conveyancing Law Re-
form Act 2009 in the case of mortgages created after 1 December 2009, and the Conveyancing 
Act 1881 for mortgages created prior to that date. This legislation falls within the remit of the 
Department of Justice and Equality. 

The Companies Act 2014 contains provisions in relation to the receiver of the property of 
a company. The Act does not have application in relation to the appointment of receivers to 
properties owned by natural persons or other types of entity.

Section 437 of the Companies Act 2014 confers statutory powers on receivers and is in-
tended to alleviate many of the problems which may arise from poorly drafted debentures.  
However, section 437 (4) makes clear that these powers are limited by any provision in the 
instrument under which the receiver was appointed, again underlying the essentially contractual 
nature of receivership. 
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A receiver will have the right to secure and sell the property the subject of the debenture so 
that the debt to the lender can be repaid.  However, section 437(5) of the Act provides that the 
conferral of powers in relation to the property of a company does not affect any rights in relation 
to that property of any other person.   

When selling the property of a company, a receiver has specific statutory duties under sec-
tion 439 of the Companies Act 2014 which provides that: 

(i) receivers must achieve the best price reasonably obtainable at the time of sale; and 

(ii) the receiver must not sell by private contract a non-cash asset of  requisite value to a 
person who is or who, within three years prior to the date of appointment of the receiver, has 
been, an officer of the company unless the Receiver has given 14 days’ notice of his or her in-
tention to do so to all creditors of the company who are known to him or her or who have been 
intimated to him or her. 

These statutory duties make it imperative that the receiver obtains expert legal and valuation 
advice in relation to the sale of property, consistent with the duty “to obtain the best price rea-
sonably obtainable”. Breach of a receiver’s statutory duties may result in the receiver being held 
personally liable for any loss incurred. Civil proceedings may be brought to enforce this duty. 

I consider that these statutory obligations on receivers when selling charged assets are suf-
ficient.

08/10/2019WRH04100Ministerial Meetings

08/10/2019WRH04200170. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of meetings she and her two immediate predecessors had with the national SME en-
voy of Ireland in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019 by date in tabular form. 
[40715/19]

08/10/2019WRH04300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
SME Envoy Network was established in 2011, as part of the review at that time of the EU’s 
Small Business Act. The role of the Network includes promoting SME-friendly regulation and 
policy making in EU countries, cooperation between Member States in the context of SME 
policy, and acting as the main interface between the Commission and national policy-makers 
in Member States.

The national SME Envoys are appointed by the respective Member State governments.

A senior official from the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation represents Ire-
land on the SME Envoy Network, which is also the position for other Member States. Most of 
the national Envoys are currently public officials, predominantly from the national Ministries, 
with a very small number from national business development agencies. Separately, representa-
tives of European-level business organisations also attend the meetings as observers.

The SME Envoy Network normally meets on four occasions each year, usually with one 
meeting in Brussels, and the other three in Member States.

SME Envoy Meetings were held on the following dates, and in the following locations, 
from 2016-2019:
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Date Location
2016 1st Apr Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

16th/17th June Ljubljana, Slovenia
6th/7th Oct Brussels, Belgium 
23rd Nov Bratislava, Slovakia 

2017 29th/30th Mar Zagreb, Croatia 
5th/6th July Lisbon, Portugal 
4th/5th Oct Brussels, Belgium 
23rd Nov Tallinn, Estonia

2018 22nd/23rd Mar Copenhagen, Denmark 
5th/6th July Nicosia, Cyprus 
25th Sept Brussels, Belgium 
19th Nov Graz, Austria 

2019 18th/19th Mar Bucharest, Romania 
27th/28th June Sigtuna, Sweden 
12th/13th Sept Brussels, Belgium 
25th Nov Helsinki, Finland 

Ireland will be represented by Minister Pat Breen TD at the upcoming SME Assembly in 
Helsinki, which forms part of the schedule of meetings of the SME Envoy Network.

08/10/2019WRH04400Departmental Bodies

08/10/2019WRH04500171. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of meetings of the advisory group for small business in each of the years 2016 to 2018 
and to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if she or the Minister of State in her Department 
chaired and attended each such meeting. [40716/19]

08/10/2019WRH04600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Meetings of the Advisory Group for Small Business were held on the following dates in the 
years 2016 - 2018

 Year Date Chaired By
2016 27 January Minister Ged Nash

20 July Minister Pat Breen
13 September Minister Pat Breen
1 November Minister Pat Breen
6 December Minister Pat Breen

2017 14 February Minister Pat Breen
12 April Minister Pat Breen
6 September Minister Pat Breen
19 October Minister Pat Breen

2018 27 March Minister Pat Breen
1 May Minister Pat Breen

The new SME & Entrepreneurship (SMEE) Consultation Group superseded the Advisory 
Group on Small Business in 2019. It involves over 40 SME and entrepreneurship-related stake-
holders including business owners, representative bodies, policy makers and Government agen-
cies.
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The inaugural meeting of the new Group was held on 27 March 2019, and was chaired by 
Minister Breen. The Group next met in the format of the SME and Entrepreneurship Strategy 
Conference at the Aviva Stadium on 12 July 2019, which was attended by both myself and Min-
ister Breen. The Group will next convene on the occasion of the launch of the OECD Review 
of SME and Entrepreneurship Policy in Ireland on 23 October next.

08/10/2019WRH04700Work Permits Eligibility

08/10/2019WRH04800172. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
if the work permit regime will be reviewed to make it easier for non-EU nationals to work as 
home carers employed directly or indirectly by the HSE in view of the difficulties in recruiting 
home carers; if these workers can be re-classified for this purpose; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40834/19]

08/10/2019WRH04900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
State’s general policy is to promote the sourcing of labour and skills needs from within the 
workforce of the State and other EEA states.  Where specific skills prove difficult to source 
within the State and EEA, the employment permits system offers a conduit into the Irish labour 
market for non-EEA nationals with in-demand skills and is operated as a vacancy led system.

The system is managed through the operation of the Critical Skills Occupations List and 
the Ineligible Occupations List for the purposes of granting an employment permit.  The Lists 
are subject to twice-yearly review which is predicated on a formalised and evidence-based 
process and involves consideration of the research undertaken by the Skills and Labour Market 
Research Unit (Solas), the Expert Group of Future Skills Needs (EGFSN), the National Skills 
Council, and input by relevant Government Departments in addition to the public consulta-
tion phase.  Submissions to the review process are also considered by the Economic Migration 
Policy Interdepartmental Group chaired by DBEI and which includes a representative from the 
Department of Health.

Homecare workers are currently on the Ineligible Occupations List and in order to have an 
occupation removed from the ineligible list, there would need to be a clear demonstration that 
recruitment difficulties are solely due to shortages across the EEA and not to other factors such 
as salary and/or employment conditions.  Organisations in the sector would need to provide the 
necessary evidence to substantiate their claims.

Following completion of the most recent review, the role of Homecare workers were not 
proposed for amendment at this time.  The views of the lead policy Government Department for 
the sector, in this case, the Department of Health, are an important part of the decision-making 
process.  Officials of that Department have advised the sector of the need for further evidence, 
demonstrating genuine efforts to recruit across the EEA. In particular the sector needs to engage 
with the Department of Employment Affairs and Social protection who have responsibility for 
EURES the (European Employment Services), and who are well positioned to help sectors to 
recruit from within the EEA.

The mid-year Review  of the Occupational Lists is now underway, and submissions re-
ceived in July are currently under consideration. I expect to receive recommendations, based on 
available evidence, in relation to possible changes to the lists before the end of the year.

08/10/2019WRH05000Work Permits Applications
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08/10/2019WRH05100173. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the status of a work permit application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [40844/19]

08/10/2019WRH05200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Employment Permits Section of my Department informs me that, on 30th April 2019, the 
named Employer applied for two separate General Employment Permits for Heavy Goods Ve-
hicle (HGV) drivers for the two named non-EEA nationals (details supplied).

From 3 April 2017, and following consultation with the Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport (DTTAS) and the Road Safety Authority (RSA), provision was made in the Employ-
ment Permit Regulations for employment permits to be granted, subject to a quota, to HGV 
drivers who meet the criteria and who are in possession of a valid CE or C1E driving licence 
(subject to other qualifying criteria).

As part of the application process the RSA have agreed to validate qualifying non-EEA driv-
ing licences which are forwarded to them by the Employment Permits Section in advance of a 
permit issuing.  Accordingly, my Department advises (through the Employment Permits section 
of the Department’s website - www.dbei.gov.ie) that copies of both the front and back of the 
appropriate licence are required with any application.

For the first named person (details supplied), my officials twice contacted the relevant par-
ties in writing (on 6th August and 15th August 2019) requesting a clearer copy of the non-EEA 
national’s driving licence.  A further copy was provided on 15th August 2019.  However, on 
19th September 2019, my officials informed the applicant’s agent that the RSA would not ac-
cept the copy of the driving licence that was provided as it was still their opinion that the back 
of the licence was not clear enough.

A clear copy of the driving licence has not been received as yet and my officials are follow-
ing up again.

For the second named person (details supplied), my officials forwarded this individual’s 
driving licence to the RSA for verification on 4th October 2019, this process may take a few 
weeks.  Once a response is received from the RSA, my officials will be in a position to make a 
decision on the application and the relevant parties will be notified.

08/10/2019WRH05300Work Permits Applications

08/10/2019WRH05400174. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the status of a work permit application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [40845/19]

08/10/2019WRH05500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Employment Permits Section of my Department informs me that on 18 July 2019, the named 
employer applied for a Critical Skills Employment Permit in respect of the non-EEA national 
(details supplied).  On 3rd October 2019, this application was refused.

The occupation in question, a CNC Lathe Programmer, is ineligible for a Critical Skills 
permit at the offered remuneration level of €30,000, as the occupation in question is not on 
the Critical Skills list.  However, this occupation would be eligible for a General Employment 
Permit.

My officials will contact the employer to explain the position as it would appear that the 
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employer applied for the wrong permit type.

08/10/2019WRH05600Science Foundation Ireland Data

08/10/2019WRH05700175. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the amount of funding her Department provided to Science Foundation Ireland in 2017, 
2018 and 2019, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40925/19]

08/10/2019WRH05800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): De-
tails of the funding provided by my Department to Science Foundation Ireland (SFI) in 2017, 
2018 and 2019 is attached in tabular form as follows.

Year Current Capital Revised 
Estimates 
Volume allo-
cation€000

Plus sanc-
tioned 
Deferred 
Surrender 
(Capital 
Carryover) 
*€000

Supplemen-
tary Estimate 
**€000

Total an-
nual alloca-
tion€000

2017 10,131 162,500 172,631 X 10,600 183,231
2018 10,815 172,250*** 183,065 X 8,740 191,805
2019 11,565 188,250**** 199,815 6,800 X 206,615

*Capital carryover may be permitted from one financial year to the next and requires the 
formal approval of the Minister for Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform each year. As is 
evidenced from the table Science Foundation Ireland’s allocation was enhanced in 2019 with 
the provision of capital carryover amounts from unspent capital monies arising elsewhere in the 
Department’s Vote. 

**In 2017 and 2018 additional capital monies were also provided to Science Foundation 
Ireland by the Houses of the Oireachtas through the approved Supplementary Estimates pro-
cess.

***The 2018 Capital allocation includes €5.5m in dedicated funding for a PhD/Research 
Masters scheme. This programme is administered by Science Foundation Ireland (SFI) and will 
fund postgraduate enrolments in disciplines under their remit.

**** The 2019 Capital allocation includes €15.5m in dedicated funding for PhD/Research 
Masters enrolment through the new Centres for Research Training. This programme is adminis-
tered by Science Foundation Ireland (SFI) and will fund postgraduate enrolments in disciplines 
under their remit.  

08/10/2019WRH05900Departmental Correspondence

08/10/2019WRH06000176. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if a 
copy of all correspondence between her office and the IDA from 2016 to 1 October 2019 will 
be provided. [40969/19]

08/10/2019WRH06100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): There 
is extensive correspondence between my office and Department with IDA Ireland.

From a practical perspective, it would not be possible to undertake a full search, retrieval 
and orderly compilation of this correspondence across a three-year period within the timeframe 
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sought. Sufficient time would also be required to ensure full compliance with data protection 
requirements.

Details can, however, be more promptly provided on correspondence between my office 
and Department with the IDA regarding specific matters. If there is such a particular issue in 
respect of which the Deputy is seeking more information, I would of course be happy to make 
that available as soon as practicable.

08/10/2019WRH06200Departmental Correspondence

08/10/2019WRH06300177. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if a 
copy of all correspondence between the office of the Secretary General of her Department and 
the IDA from 2016 to 1 October 2019 will be provided. [40970/19]

08/10/2019WRH06400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
There is extensive correspondence between the Office of the Secretary General of my Depart-
ment with IDA Ireland.

From a practical perspective, it would not be possible to undertake a full search, retrieval 
and orderly compilation of this correspondence across a three-year period within the timeframe 
sought. Sufficient time would also be required to ensure full compliance with data protection 
requirements.

Details can, however, be more promptly provided on correspondence between the Secretary 
General’s Office and the IDA regarding specific matters. If there is such a particular issue in 
respect of which the Deputy is seeking more information, I would of course be happy to make 
that available as soon as practicable. 

08/10/2019WRH06500Departmental Correspondence

08/10/2019WRH06600178. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if a 
copy of all correspondence between her office and Enterprise Ireland from 2016 to 1 October 
2019 will be provided [40971/19]

08/10/2019WRH06700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): There 
is extensive correspondence between my Office and Enterprise Ireland. 

From a practical perspective, it would not be possible to undertake a full search, retrieval 
and orderly compilation of this correspondence across a three-year period within the timeframe 
sought. Sufficient time would also be required to ensure full compliance with data protection 
requirements. 

Details can, however, be more promptly provided on correspondence between my Office 
and Enterprise Ireland regarding specific matters. If there is such a particular issue in respect of 
which the Deputy is seeking more information, I would of course be happy to make that avail-
able as soon as practicable. 

08/10/2019WRH06800Departmental Correspondence

08/10/2019WRH06900179. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if a 
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copy of all correspondence between the office of the Secretary General of her Department and 
Enterprise Ireland from 2016 to 1 October 2019 will be provided. [40972/19]

08/10/2019WRH07000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): There 
is extensive correspondence between the Office of the Secretary General within my Department 
and with Enterprise Ireland. 

From a practical perspective, it would not be possible to undertake a full search, retrieval 
and orderly compilation of this correspondence across a three-year period within the timeframe 
sought. Sufficient time would also be required to ensure full compliance with data protection 
requirements. 

Details can, however, be more promptly provided on correspondence between the Secretary 
General’s office and Enterprise Ireland regarding specific matters. If there is such a particular 
issue in respect of which the Deputy is seeking more information, I would of course be happy 
to make that available as soon as practicable. 

08/10/2019WRH07100Brexit Supports

08/10/2019WRH07200180. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of businesses by county that have applied for working capital under the Brexit loan 
scheme; the number of such businesses that have been sanctioned financing to date; and the 
total value. [40986/19]

08/10/2019WRH07300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): While 
the nature of the UK’s departure from the EU still remains to be determined, Brexit continues to 
represent a significant challenge for businesses in Ireland, one which cannot be underestimated. 
That is why my Department and its agencies have put in place extensive supports, schemes and 
advisory resources to ensure that to ensure that businesses around the country are prepared for 
Brexit. These measures aim to assist businesses in identifying and managing key risk areas and 
develop practical preparatory actions regardless of the circumstances of the UK’s withdrawal 
from the EU.

The Brexit Loan Scheme was launched in March of 2018. The Scheme, using a combina-
tion of Irish Exchequer and EU guarantees from the European Investment Bank, leveraged up 
to €300 million of lending at a maximum interest rate 4% at a cost to the Exchequer of €23 
million - €14 million provided by my Department and €9 million provided by Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

The Brexit Loan Scheme provides relatively short-term working capital, 1 to 3 years, to 
eligible businesses with up to 499 employees to help them to innovate, change or adapt to miti-
gate their Brexit challenges. Businesses can confirm their eligibility with the Strategic Banking 
Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) and, if deemed eligible, can apply to one of the participating 
finance providers for a loan under the scheme.

The scheme features a two-stage application process. First, businesses must apply to the 
Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) to confirm their eligibility for the scheme. 
Businesses can use guidelines provided on the SBCI website to determine if they are eligible, 
and if so, to complete the eligibility form. As part of the process, businesses must submit a busi-
ness plan, demonstrating the means by which they intend to innovate, change or adapt to meet 
their Brexit challenges. The SBCI assesses the applications and successful applicants receive 
an eligibility reference number.
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Successful applicants can then apply for a loan under the scheme with one of the participat-
ing finance providers using their eligibility reference number. Participating finance providers 
are the Bank of Ireland, Ulster Bank and Allied Irish Bank. Approval of loans is subject to the 
finance providers’ own credit policies and procedures. 

As at 04 October, there have been 828 applications for eligibility under the scheme, of 
which 751 have been approved to date by SBCI. 198 of those applications have progressed to 
sanction at bank value, to a total value of €44 million. It should be noted that 153 of total ap-
plications received relate to repeat/duplicate applications. 

The following table details the number of businesses by county that have applied for work-
ing capital under the Brexit loan scheme to 27 September 2019. 

Counties Breakdown of Businesses by county that have ap-
plied Brexit loan scheme to 27 September 2019

Carlow 17
Cavan 19
Clare 13
Cork 76
Donegal 44
Dublin 286
Galway 37
Kerry 21
Kildare 31
Kilkenny 6
Laois 10
Leitrim 3
Limerick 20
Longford 0
Louth 36
Mayo 12
Meath 37
Monaghan 28
Offaly 8
Roscommon 14
Sligo 12
Tipperary 20
Waterford 10
WestMeath 14
Wexford 17
Wicklow 37
Total 828

08/10/2019WRH07400Brexit Supports

08/10/2019WRH07500181. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of food businesses by county that have applied for working capital under the Brexit 
loan scheme which opened in March 2018 up until the end of the third quarter of 2019; the 
number of such businesses that have been sanctioned financing to date; and the value of same. 
[41038/19]
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08/10/2019WRH07600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): While 
the nature of the UK’s departure from the EU still remains to be determined, Brexit continues to 
represent a significant challenge for businesses in Ireland, one which cannot be underestimated. 
That is why my Department and its agencies have put in place extensive supports, schemes and 
advisory resources to ensure that to ensure that businesses around the country are prepared for 
Brexit. These measures aim to assist businesses in identifying and managing key risk areas and 
develop practical preparatory actions regardless of the circumstances of the UK’s withdrawal 
from the EU.

The Brexit Loan Scheme was launched in March of 2018. The Scheme, using a combination 
of Irish Exchequer and EU guarantees, leveraged up to €300 million of lending at a maximum 
interest rate of 4% at a cost to the Exchequer of €23 million - €14 million provided by my De-
partment and €9 million provided by Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

The Brexit Loan Scheme provides relatively short-term working capital, 1 to 3 years, to 
eligible businesses with up to 499 employees to help them to innovate, change or adapt to miti-
gate their Brexit challenges. Businesses can confirm their eligibility with the Strategic Banking 
Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) and, if deemed eligible, can apply to one of the participating 
finance providers for a loan under the scheme.

The scheme features a two-stage application process. First, businesses must apply to the 
Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) to confirm their eligibility for the scheme. 
Businesses can use guidelines provided on the SBCI website to determine if they are eligible, 
and if so, to complete the eligibility form. As part of the process, businesses must submit a busi-
ness plan, demonstrating the means by which they intend to innovate, change or adapt to meet 
their Brexit challenges. The SBCI assesses the applications and successful applicants receive 
an eligibility reference number.

Successful applicants can then apply for a loan under the scheme with one of the participat-
ing finance providers using their eligibility reference number. Participating finance providers 
are the Bank of Ireland, Ulster Bank and Allied Irish Bank. Approval of loans is subject to the 
finance providers’ own credit policies and procedures.

As at 04 October, there have been 154 applications by food businesses under the scheme, 
of which 130 have been approved by SBCI. 36 food business applications have progressed to 
sanction at bank value, to a total value of €9.3 million.

The following table details the number of food businesses by county that have applied for 
working capital under the Brexit loan scheme to 27 September 2019. 

Brexit Loan Scheme: Breakdown of Food businesses by county that have applied Brexit 
loan scheme to 27 September 2019

County -
Carlow 3
Cavan 5
Clare 4
Cork   23
Donegal 7
Dublin   28
Galway   6
Kerry 1
Kildare 3
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County -
Kilkenny 4
Laois 1
Leitrim 0
Limerick 1
Longford 0
Louth 5
Mayo 2
Meath 13
Monaghan 14
Offaly 6
Roscommon 2
Sligo 3
Tipperary 7
Waterford 1
WestMeath 3
Wexford 5
Wicklow 7
Total 154

08/10/2019WRJ00200Climate Change Policy

08/10/2019WRJ00300182. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
financial supports for businesses that will be introduced for actions targeted for the enterprise 
sector in the Climate Action Plan 2019. [28457/19]

08/10/2019WRJ00400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department and its enterprise development agencies are committed to participating in emission 
reduction efforts and have a range of specific actions under the Climate Action Plan to support 
decarbonisation across a number of industry sectors. Enterprise Ireland and IDA Ireland have 
a range of supports available to client companies to aid enterprises in reducing CO2 emissions 
as set out below.

Enterprise Ireland

- The GreenStart programme   is targeted towards SMEs to aid with regulatory compli-
ance and the management of resources such as energy and water. 

- The GreenPlus Assignment   programme is targeted at developing high levels of environ-
mental management capabilities within firms.

- Enterprise Ireland also has a directory of Green Service Providers   which are qualified 
and available to undertake the assignments under the GreenStart programme.

IDA Ireland

- The Lean/Green   offering encourages firms to implement the Lean business principles 
paired with good environmental management practices.

- The GoGreen   suite is designed to achieve international environmental best practice stan-
dards. There are programmes within this suite including GreenStart, GreenPlus; and
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- The Environmental Aid Programme facilitates enterprises to invest in energy efficiency 
schemes and capital investment, such as installing CHP (Combined Heat and Power) systems.

The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) also has a range of initiatives targeted 
at enterprises, including the “Lighting Support Scheme for SMEs” and the “Excellence in En-
ergy Efficient Design”, or EXCEED programme, which incorporates energy efficiency into 
design projects and offers support funding for SMEs. The SEAI also offers Project Assistance 
Grants, which are to support the development of energy saving projects and facilitates compa-
nies to access Accelerated Capital Allowances, a tax incentive scheme aimed at promoting the 
investment in energy efficient products and equipment.

In order to stimulate collaboration and investment in new technologies to facilitate carbon 
abatement, my Department administers the Government’s Disruptive Technologies Innova-
tion Fund, one of four funds in the National Development Plan 2018-2027. Applications to the 
fund align with the ‘Research Priority Areas’ which include “Energy, Climate Action and Sus-
tainability: Decarbonising the Energy System and Sustainable Living”. The Disruptive Tech-
nologies Innovation Fund is open to decarbonisation solutions across the economy.

As per Action 36 of the Climate Action Plan 2019 my Department and its agencies will be 
driving the decarbonisation agenda across their client base. Our Enterprise agencies are regu-
larly reviewing their environmental offering with a view to promoting environmental schemes 
to a larger cohort of client companies.

The Climate Action Plan includes a number of further proposals which will assist enter-
prises in decarbonising their operations, and thereby enhancing their resilience. These include a 
‘one-stop-shop’ for the retrofitting of premises, promoting the wider use of Energy Performance 
Contracting and to enable the SEAI engage SMEs, expand the EXCEED program and work on 
a menu of actions to support decarbonisation in large industry. 

I will continue to work with both the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment on reaching the longer-term ambitions set out in the Plan, as well as the Enterprise 
Agencies to ensure that enterprises have access to supports that aid their abatement of CO2   
emissions.

08/10/2019WRJ00500Pension Provisions

08/10/2019WRJ00600183. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) has not received the pension increments for 2019 as promised in line with the national 
wage agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40731/19]

08/10/2019WRJ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

08/10/2019WRJ00800HSE Staff Remuneration

08/10/2019WRJ00900184. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the reason some former HSE 
staff have still not received their pension increments as promised in line with the national wage 
agreement for 2018 and 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40734/19]

08/10/2019WRJ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.
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08/10/2019WRJ01100Home Care Packages Provision

08/10/2019WRJ01200185. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when an approved home sup-
port package will be put in place for a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40511/19]

08/10/2019WRJ01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

08/10/2019WRJ01400Cancer Screening Programmes

08/10/2019WRJ01500186. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
can retroactively gain access to the CervicalCheck audit by the Royal College of Obstetricians 
and Gynaecologists despite previously turning down the option to be part of the review; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40512/19]

08/10/2019WRJ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): An independent expert panel review of cer-
vical screening was established with the aim of providing women who participated in the Cer-
vicalCheck national screening programme and who developed invasive cervical cancer with 
independent clinical assurance about the timing of their diagnosis and treatment.

The Independent Clinical Expert Review is being carried out by the Royal College of Ob-
stetricians and Gynaecologists (RCOG) with expertise also sourced through the British Society 
for Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology.  The review examined the screening history of women 
who consented to be included. 

On 9 September the HSE sent a letter to all participants to provide an update on the review 
process and to advise when they may expect to receive their individual reports.  Communica-
tion of results to participants has begun.  The Royal college will produce an aggregate report 
which will make recommendations, where appropriate, with the aim of improving care for 
women.  It is anticipated that this report will be received at the end of October. 

As the review process is now in the final stage it will not be possible to participate at this 
stage. 

08/10/2019WRJ01700Hospital Appointments Status

08/10/2019WRJ01800187. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
supplied) will be called for an appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40523/19]

08/10/2019WRJ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
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national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

08/10/2019WRJ02000Medicinal Products Reimbursement

08/10/2019WRJ02100188. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if the governance review of 
the drugs approval process as set out under Sláintecare work stream 2 has commenced; if so, the 
date on which it commenced; if not, the date on which it will commence; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40528/19]

08/10/2019WRJ02200189. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if there is a process for 
relevant stakeholders to feed into the drugs approval process review; if so, the nature of the 
process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40529/19]

08/10/2019WRJ02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 188 and 
189 together.

Work on the review of the HSE reimbursement and pricing decision-making process is 
ongoing. The review, conducted by Mazars, is progressing and on completion my officials will 
consider its findings.

The agreement which was signed with Mazars, sets out the relevant stakeholders to be con-
sulted, including patient representatives. 

The review will make recommendations in respect of any required improvements to the 
HSE’s systems, structures, processes, governance arrangements or use of specialist resources.

08/10/2019WRJ02500Medicinal Products Availability

08/10/2019WRJ02600190. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health his plans to take steps to in-
crease the speed of access and improve the rate of availability of medicines here in view of the 
fact that Ireland ranks 19th out of 29 European countries for speed of access to new medicine 
and 16th for rate of availability of new medicines; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [40530/19]

08/10/2019WRJ02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): “League tables” comparing speed of reim-
bursement in Ireland with other countries are often misleading since several countries have 
quite different and often less rigorous statutory assessment arrangements than Ireland. Further-
more, many of the newer products being licensed are falling well short of cost-effectiveness 
thresholds, with limited clinical benefits.

As a country, we invest heavily in medicines, to the tune of almost €2 billion annually. In 
2019 to date, the HSE has approved 29 new medicines and 5 new indications for existing medi-
cines for reimbursement in the public healthcare system.    

As the Deputy is aware, the Oireachtas put in place a robust legal framework, in the Health 
(Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, to give full statutory powers to the HSE to 
assess and make decisions on reimbursement of medicines, taking account of a range of objec-
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tive factors and expert opinion as appropriate.  

The legislative underpinning of the Health Act is backed up by the Framework Agreement 
on the Supply of Medicines 2016-2020 signed between the State and the Irish Pharmaceutical 
Healthcare Association (IPHA).  It is expected to deliver approximately €600 million in sav-
ings from IPHA companies over the four-year lifetime of the Agreement and €150 million in 
savings from non-IPHA companies. This Agreement contains a number of measures intended 
to increase sustainable drug access and supply.  

Notwithstanding the significant progress on drug costs achieved from price reductions under 
the IPHA Agreement and commercial negotiations conducted by the HSE, the Health Service is 
still facing very significant challenges in relation to the affordability of medicines.  The indus-
try continues to develop very expensive products, particularly in the high-tech medicines area 
and the costs involved are a challenge for health systems even in countries with much greater 
resources than Ireland. The Government wants new and innovative medicines to be available to 
our citizens as quickly as possible but this can only be achieved if medicines are priced by the 
pharmaceutical industry in a viable and sustainable manner. 

My Department and the HSE are working on making greater efficiencies in medicines usage 
through a range of initiatives both domestically and internationally to ensure the greatest pos-
sible access to new treatments for patients in Ireland.

The HSE’s Medicines Management Programme (MMP), incorporating the Preferred Drugs 
initiative, is overseeing the implementation of a number of actions to bring about greater value 
for the taxpayer through cost-effective provision of medicines. Among the initiatives being 
pursed are improvements in practices for the procurement of drugs in hospitals and the designa-
tion of preferred products with a focus on high-cost prescribing areas, in particular optimising 
the use of biosimilars.  

I and officials have also been engaging over the past number of years, with a number of 
voluntary EU forums.  In June 2018, I signed the Beneluxa Initiative on Pharmaceutical Policy. 
This Agreement is in line with my objective to work with other European countries to identify 
workable solutions, in an increasingly challenging environment, to secure timely access for 
patients to new medicines in an affordable and sustainable way.  In June 2019, Ireland became 
a Founding Member of the International Horizon Scanning Initiative which is being established 
as part of the work programme of Beneluxa.

08/10/2019WRJ02800Medicinal Products Expenditure

08/10/2019WRJ02900191. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the estimated spend on med-
icines in 2019, in tabular form. [40531/19]

08/10/2019WRJ03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE National Service Plan net budget 
allocation for 2019 is €16,050m.  The PCRS portion of the budget allocation is €2, 737.76m.

The full year budget for expenditure relating to medicines within the Primary Care Reim-
bursement Service in 2019 is detailed in the following table.

Primary Care Scheme € millions
GMS Drugs / Medicines €836
High Tech Drugs / Medicines €703
Long-Term Illness scheme €241
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Primary Care Scheme € millions
Drug Payment Scheme €70
Hospital/Homecare Setting arrangements €117
Total Spend €1,967

The above figures include the fees and charges incurred when prescribing medicines.

08/10/2019WRJ03100National Dementia Strategy

08/10/2019WRJ03200192. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health if funding in the region of €18 
million will be provided towards community supports and homecare for persons with dementia 
as identified by an organisation (details supplied) in its pre-budget submission; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40533/19]

08/10/2019WRJ03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The implementation of the 2014 National 
Dementia Strategy is being led by the National Dementia Office in the HSE, which has made 
substantial progress in developing evidence-based care pathways for people with dementia. Ac-
tions are being implemented progressively as resources allow and Dormant Accounts funding is 
allowing a number of key projects to proceed. The HSE is working with key partners, including 
the Alzheimer Society of Ireland, to implement specific elements of the Strategy, including the 
Understand Together awareness campaign and the attendant community activation programme.

With regard to the specific pre-budget submission referred to by the Deputy, the level of 
funding available for the Department of Health in 2020 and the quantum of services to be pro-
vided by the HSE will be considered as part of the national Estimates and budgetary process 
and National Service Planning.

08/10/2019WRJ03400Home Care Packages Data

08/10/2019WRJ03500193. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of private firms 
providing homecare services nationwide; the position in relation to the regulation of these firms; 
the number that are regulated; the number of regulated and unregulated firms being paid for 
service provision by the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40537/19]

08/10/2019WRJ03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Department of 
Health is currently engaged in the development of a new statutory scheme and system of regu-
lation for home-support services. The introduction of a system of regulation will ensure that 
all service-users receive high-quality care and that the public have confidence in the services 
provided.  The options for regulation are currently being explored. 

I have asked the HSE to provide the operational information requested by the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRJ03700Paediatric Services

08/10/2019WRJ03800194. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the start date for the new 
endocrinologist for the paediatric diabetes service in Cork University Hospital; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40538/19]

08/10/2019WRJ03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
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Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

08/10/2019WRJ04000Diabetes Strategy

08/10/2019WRJ04100195. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the management plans in 
place to help almost 100 teenagers transition into adult diabetes services at Cork University 
Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40539/19]

08/10/2019WRJ04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

08/10/2019WRJ04300Services for People with Disabilities

08/10/2019WRJ04400196. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of full-time resi-
dential care for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40541/19]

08/10/2019WRJ04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is committed to providing 
services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live independent 
lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance their 
ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment 
is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guided by two principles: 
equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRJ04600Medicinal Products Expenditure

08/10/2019WRJ04700197. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the annual cost of prescription 
diabetes medications as a percentage of the annual cost of prescription medications, including 
the blood testing strips to the HSE in each of the past three years and to date in 2019; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40548/19]

08/10/2019WRJ04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRJ04900Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

08/10/2019WRJ05000198. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
supplied) will be fitted with a pain pump permanently; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40557/19]

08/10/2019WRJ05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.
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08/10/2019WRJ05200Health Services Staff

08/10/2019WRJ05300199. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if an issue raised in correspon-
dence by a person (details supplied) will be addressed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40566/19]

08/10/2019WRJ05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am advised by the HSE that while there 
is no national recruitment embargo or moratorium, there is a priority requirement for all HSE 
services to maintain, or get to, an affordable staffing level that is sustainable in 2019 and 2020, 
while also prioritising the delivery of safe services.

In light of this, the HSE advise that they have introduced control measures relating to staff-
ing and recruitment (including the return of employees on career breaks) to ensure that they live 
within the available resources provided to them. This does mean that in some Hospital Groups 
and Community Healthcare Organisations non-critical replacement posts will be paused. The 
preference is for these controls to remain in place for as short a period as necessary, with on-
going review until there is satisfactory evidence of traction and delivery of balanced financial 
plans from Hospital Groups and CHO’s.

The HSE report that there is on-going capacity for recruitment of newly funded posts and 
replacement of critical clinical posts within frontline services throughout this period.

With regard to this specific employee, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy di-
rectly. 

08/10/2019WRJ05500Disability Support Services Provision

08/10/2019WRJ05600200. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 1262 of 6 September 2019, if the requested information will be provided to the 
parent who has been unable to obtain a reply from the service provider; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40573/19]

08/10/2019WRJ05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. 

08/10/2019WRJ05800Ministerial Meetings

08/10/2019WRJ05900201. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 460 of 2 July 2019, if he will meet the families that have been impacted by the mis-
reading of scans at University Hospital Kerry in view of his commitment at the Oireachtas 
Joint Committee on Health on 22 May 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40584/19]

08/10/2019WRJ06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department and I have sought to be kept 
regularly informed regarding the Radiology Lookback Review which took place at University 
Hospital Kerry in 2017/2018. The report of this review was completed and published in Decem-
ber 2018. It found eleven case of delayed diagnosis. 

My officials last met with the South/South West Hospital Group in May 2019 to discuss the 
look-back review, the status of implementation of the recommendations made in the report of 
the review and ongoing communications with the families. I was subsequently briefed on this 
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on 14 May.

My Department has been assured by the HSE and the South/South West Hospital Group that 
implementation of the report’s recommendations are underway and are receiving the priority 
they require.

I wish to once again express heartfelt sympathies to the patients and their families. My 
absolute priority remains ensuring their confidentiality is respected. On an ongoing basis, my 
officials have been assured by the South/South West Hospital Group that all affected patients 
have received or are receiving the care they need.  I accept that this has been distressing time 
for those involved.

I remain committed to meeting with any of the affected families, identified by the review, 
that may wish to share their experience with me.

08/10/2019WRJ06100Assisted Human Reproduction Services Provision

08/10/2019WRJ06200202. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health if additional funding to help subsi-
dise IVF treatment for couples will be provided in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40585/19]

08/10/2019WRJ06300203. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health the reason promised funding to help 
subsidise IVF treatment has not been delivered to date in 2019; his plans to provide enhanced 
care and aid to persons seeking the treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40586/19]

08/10/2019WRJ06400225. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the status of the €1 million special 
fund announced for in-vitro fertilisation treatment for couples unable to conceive; when the 
fund will be made available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40657/19]

08/10/2019WRJ06500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 202, 203 
and 225 together.

In parallel with the ongoing drafting of assisted human reproduction (AHR) legislation, of-
ficials in my Department, in conjunction with the HSE, have been developing a model of care 
for infertility, which incorporates a public funding element.  This work has also included exam-
ining proposals for the allocation of the relevant €1 million.

Accordingly, options in relation to the parameters of any potential public funding model, 
including what access and eligibility criteria may be included, are still under consideration, and 
I expect to be in a position to make an announcement in the coming weeks.

It should be noted that while AHR treatment is not currently funded by the Irish Public 
Health Service, a defined list of fertility medicines needed for fertility treatment is covered 
under the High Tech Arrangements administered by the HSE.  Medicines covered by the High 
Tech Arrangements must be prescribed by a consultant/specialist and authorised for supply to 
the client’s nominated community pharmacy by the High Tech Hub managed by the Primary 
Care Reimbursement Service.  The cost of the medicines is then covered, as appropriate, under 
the client’s eligibility, i.e., Medical Card or Drugs Payment Scheme.

I understand that the impact on the total cost of AHR treatment for individuals who avail of 
these schemes is not insignificant.

In addition, there is other support available in that patients who access IVF treatment pri-
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vately may claim tax relief on the costs involved under the tax relief for medical expenses 
scheme.  

Overall, the development of a model of care will help to ensure the provision of safe, effec-
tive and accessible infertility services at all levels of the public health system as part of the full 
range of services available in obstetrics and gynaecology.

08/10/2019WRJ06700Commencement of Legislation

08/10/2019WRJ06800204. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the causes of the delay in the 
commencement of Parts 2 and 3 of the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015 until May 
2020; if he will consider an earlier commencement; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [40593/19]

08/10/2019WRJ06900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The commencement date of the 5th of May 
2020 for Parts 2&3 of the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015 allows time for indi-
viduals or couples to use donor gametes that they have already purchased and stored but are not 
compliant with Parts 2&3 of the Act. In addition, it was considered necessary to allow time for 
a sufficient pool of donors with the requisite consent detailed in the Act to accrue.

08/10/2019WRJ07000Health Strategies

08/10/2019WRJ07100205. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the status of the rollout of the 
PrEP programme by the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40594/19]

08/10/2019WRJ07200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): Sexual health 
is a key priority, both for me and for this Government as a whole, and reducing the number of 
new HIV diagnoses is a priority focus under the National Sexual Health Strategy. The Health 
Information and Quality Authority Health Technology Assessment report on PrEP was pub-
lished in June, which found that the introduction of a PrEP HIV prevention programme would 
be safe, effective and cost saving.

Considerable work has been done to prepare for the introduction of a PrEP programme 
shortly, and plans are currently being finalised. An announcement with regard to a prospective 
start date is imminent. It is intended to roll out an awareness campaign on PrEP, once the pro-
gramme is ready to commence. 

08/10/2019WRJ07300Assisted Human Reproduction Legislation

08/10/2019WRJ07400206. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the status of the assisted human 
reproduction Bill; his plans to bring the legislation before the Houses of the Oireachtas in 2019; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40595/19]

08/10/2019WRJ07500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In October 2017, the Government approved 
the drafting of a bill on assisted human reproduction (AHR) and associated areas of research, 
based on the published General Scheme of the Assisted Human Reproduction Bill.  

The Joint Oireachtas Committee on Health published the report of its review of the General 
Scheme on 11 July 2019, as part of the pre-legislative scrutiny process, which began in January 
2018. The Committee makes 11 main recommendations, which include proposals both related 



8 October 2019

115

to broad policy objectives and more technical amendments.

Given the comprehensive scope of the legislation and the ethical, legal and social issues 
which arise from AHR practices, it is anticipated that certain areas of the General Scheme will 
require further consideration and refinement during the ongoing process of drafting the bill in 
conjunction with the Office of the Attorney General.  The Joint Committee’s Report and its 
recommendations will be considered as part of this process.

The aim of the AHR legislation is to promote and ensure the health and safety of parents, 
others involved in the process (such as donors and surrogate mothers) and, most importantly, 
the children who will be born as a result of AHR. Consideration of the welfare and best interests 
of children born through AHR is a key principle underpinning the legislation.

08/10/2019WRK00200Neuro-Rehabilitation Services

08/10/2019WRK00300207. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that since the publication of the three year implementation framework for the neuro-
rehabilitation strategy in February 2019, the HSE group responsible for its implementation has 
only met on one occasion and the flagship project for this framework in CHOs 6 and 7 is now 
at a complete standstill due to the lack of funding to implement it. [40596/19]

08/10/2019WRK00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The imple-
mentation framework for the National Strategy & Policy for the Provision of Neuro-Rehabilita-
tion Services in Ireland was published on the HSE website on 20th February 2019.   It proposes 
the formation of Managed Clinical Rehabilitation Networks (MCRNs), with the set-up of one 
demonstration MCRN suggested as the first step. . I greatly appreciate the work of the HSE and 
the National Steering Group in finalising the Framework and I look forward to its roll-out in 
the coming years.

The delivery of the National Neuro-rehabilitation Policy and Strategy remains a priority for 
me and is a commitment under the Programme for a Partnership Government.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy

08/10/2019WRK00500Maternity Services

08/10/2019WRK00600208. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health if screening for pregnant women 
to include a screening for the diagnosis of cytomegalovirus will be extended; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40601/19]

08/10/2019WRK00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE Maternity and Infant Care Scheme 
offer blood tests in pregnancy to screen for a number of infectious diseases.  These include:

- Immunity to rubella (German Measles)

- Immunity to varicella zoster (chickenpox)

- Syphilis

- Hepatitis B

- Hepatitis C
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- HIV

As per recommendation 5, contained within the Scally Review (2018), a National Screening 
Advisory Committee will be established and become operational before the end of 2019. This 
is to strengthen the governance, transparency and oversight of any proposed new programmes 
or changes to existing programmes. 

Similar to the UK National Screening Committee, the Committee’s role will be to undertake 
an independent assessment of the evidence for screening for a particular condition, or revisions 
to existing programmes against internationally accepted criteria and make recommendations 
accordingly. 

Any future potential changes to screening pregnant women for infectious disease can be 
submitted by the HSE to be considered as part of the Committee’s future work programme. 

08/10/2019WRK00800HSE Reviews

08/10/2019WRK00900209. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the weighting percent-
ages to be used as part of the upcoming HSE FreeStyle Libre review decision making process 
that will be given to criteria (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40605/19]

08/10/2019WRK01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRK01100Medicinal Products Reimbursement

08/10/2019WRK01200210. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if the reimbursement 
dataset for the FreeStyle Libre device will specifically cover only current HSE funded users of 
FreeStyle Libre; if not, if the HTA review will compare total blood glucose strip usage spend 
year on year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40606/19]

08/10/2019WRK01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRK01400Occupational Therapy Data

08/10/2019WRK01500211. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the amount paid to private oc-
cupational therapists by the HSE to deal with assessment of needs backlogs by county; the 
amount paid to each private occupational therapy operator; and the number of children seen by 
each operator in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [40607/19]

08/10/2019WRK01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. 
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08/10/2019WRK01700Health Services Staff

08/10/2019WRK01800212. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if a matter raised in correspon-
dence by a person (details supplied) will be addressed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40609/19]

08/10/2019WRK01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am advised by the HSE that while there 
is no national recruitment embargo or moratorium, there is a priority requirement for all HSE 
services to maintain, or get to, an affordable staffing level that is sustainable in 2019 and 2020, 
while also prioritising the delivery of safe services.

In light of this, the HSE advise that they have introduced control measures relating to staff-
ing and recruitment (including the return of employees on career breaks) to ensure that they live 
within the available resources provided to them. This does mean that in some Hospital Groups 
and Community Healthcare Organisations non-critical replacement posts will be paused. The 
preference is for these controls to remain in place for as short a period as necessary, with on-
going review until there is satisfactory evidence of traction and delivery of balanced financial 
plans from Hospital Groups and CHO’s.

The HSE report that there is on-going capacity for recruitment of newly funded posts and 
replacement of critical clinical posts within frontline services throughout this period. 

With regard to this specific employee, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy di-
rectly. 

08/10/2019WRK02000Paediatric Services

08/10/2019WRK02100213. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 108 of 29 May 2019, if the locum diabetic paediatrician planned for recruitment for 
July 2019 has commenced; if not, the reason therefore; when the matter will be corrected; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40627/19]

08/10/2019WRK02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible

08/10/2019WRK02300Diabetes Strategy

08/10/2019WRK02400214. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the plan by the HSE for the transfer of 100 adolescents to adult diabetic services in the near 
future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40628/19]

08/10/2019WRK02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRK02600Palliative Care Services

08/10/2019WRK02700215. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Health when the new 20-bed south east pal-
liative care unit at University Hospital Waterford will be fully commissioned and operational; 
the reason for the delay in opening the facility to patients in view of the fact that it was officially 
handed over to the HSE almost six months ago; and if the delay in opening the unit has been 
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caused by cost overruns associated with the national children’s hospital project. [40633/19]

08/10/2019WRK02800216. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the considerable financial contribution made towards the new south east palliative care unit 
at University Hospital Waterford by a company (details supplied) through public fundraising 
over the past three decades; and if his attention has been further drawn to the disappointment 
expressed by its directors at the failure to open this facility to date and their expectation that it 
may not be operational until mid-2020. [40634/19]

08/10/2019WRK02900217. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Health if his Department has received an 
indicative budget for the specific staffing and operational costs associated with the full-time 
utilisation of the new south east palliative care unit at University Hospital Waterford; the provi-
sion that has been or will be made to meet the funding requirement by the HSE; and when the 
necessary allocation will be forthcoming to allow recruitment of staff to take place. [40635/19]

08/10/2019WRK03000218. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Health the reason the recruitment require-
ment for the new south east palliative care unit was not advertised in parallel with the Dun-
more wing construction project at University Hospital Waterford in view of the complexities 
involved in securing appropriately qualified staff. [40636/19]

08/10/2019WRK03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 215 to 218, 
inclusive, together.

The HSE’s 2019 National Service Plan committed to progress the opening, in Q4 2019 and 
within existing resources, of three new hospices, including one in Waterford, with a view to the 
services being fully operational in 2020.

I would like to commend Waterford Hospice Movement for its efforts in raising the capital 
for the construction of the specialist palliative care unit in Waterford. Acknowledgement must 
also be given to the people of Waterford, who have so generously contributed to this project.

The HSE has allocated once-off funding of €0.3 million to the new hospice in Waterford to 
prepare the facility for operation in 2020. This is a once-off funding allocation for use in fund-
ing non-pay   expenditure such as utilities, services, cleaning, supplies, and minor equipment. 
The level of funding available for the Department of Health in 2020 and the quantum of ser-
vices to be provided by the HSE, including for the new hospice in Waterford, will be considered 
as part of the national Estimates and budgetary process and National Service Planning.

With regard to when the hospice will be fully operational, and the recruitment of staff to 
operate the hospice, as these are service matters I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible. 

08/10/2019WRK03500Abortion Services Provision

08/10/2019WRK03600219. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health his plans for the introduction 
of safe access zones around facilities that provide for the termination of pregnancies; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40639/19]

08/10/2019WRK03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): It is my absolute intention that people can 
access termination of pregnancy services safely.

My Department and An Garda Síochána have been closely monitoring the situation since 
termination of pregnancy services commenced in January this year. As part of our examination 
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of the issue, I recently met with the Commissioner of An Garda Síochána. As the Deputy will 
be aware, I also met with Oireachtas members to discuss safe access and I plan to meet with the 
Oireachtas members again in the coming weeks to provide a further update.

My Department has also advised health service providers of existing legislation in place to 
protect them and to protect patients.

The result of the referendum last year gave the Government a strong mandate to introduce 
termination of pregnancy services and it remains my priority that legislation is fully imple-
mented so that all women in Ireland can access these services quickly, easily and safely.

08/10/2019WRK03800Palliative Care Services

08/10/2019WRK03900220. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the avail-
ability of palliative care here by LHOs in tabular form; the recommended locations for pallia-
tive care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40645/19]

08/10/2019WRK04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): At present, there are 214 specialist palliative 
care or hospice beds in 10 locations nationwide, as set out in the following table.  The number 
of hospice beds has increased by 44% over the past five years.  

 CHO Service Number of beds 
 1 North West Hospice, Sligo 8 
 2 Galway Hospice, Galway 18 
 3 Milford Care Centre, Limerick 30 
 4 Marymount Hospice, Cork 44 
 4 Kerry Hospice, Tralee 15 
 6 Our Lady’s Hospice and Care 

Services, Blackrock 
12 

 7 Our Lady’s Hospice and Care 
Services, Harold’s Cross

36 

 7 St. Brigid’s Hospice, Kildare 8 
 9 St. Francis’ Hospice, Raheny 19 
 9 St. Francis’ Hospice, Blanchard-

stown 
24 

 Total  214

The HSE’s 2019 National Service Plan commits to the full extension of service at St. Brig-
id’s Hospice, Kildare and to preparing three new inpatient units in Mayo, Waterford and Wick-
low for opening in 2020.  These developments will increase the number of hospice beds by 55. 

A further three units are proposed for development in the coming years, serving people with 
specialist palliative care needs in the Midlands and Border regions. Once these inpatient units 
are opened, there will be at least one hospice in every CHO region.

All HSE areas have Community Specialist Palliative Home Care Teams, while palliative 
care is also provided in 38 acute hospitals and through support beds in locations across the 
country. 

I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy on the provision 
of palliative care by LHO as soon as possible.
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08/10/2019WRK04100Palliative Care for Children

08/10/2019WRK04200221. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding paediatric 
palliative care in County Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40646/19]

08/10/2019WRK04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

08/10/2019WRK04400Medical Card Data

08/10/2019WRK04500222. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of medical cards 
as of 30 September 2019; the number of general practitioner cards on the same date; and the 
number for each type of card issued on a discretionary basis on that date. [40651/19]

08/10/2019WRK04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy  

08/10/2019WRK04700Primary Care Centres Data

08/10/2019WRK04800223. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health if works on the Grange and 
Drumcliffe primary health centres in County Sligo will be progressing together; the estimated 
completion time of both; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40654/19]

08/10/2019WRK04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive recently pub-
lished its Capital Plan for 2019-2021 outlining 250 projects to be progressed over the three-year 
period.

The Capital Plan includes a two hub solution for Primary Care services in North Sligo, to be 
developed at two locations in Drumcliffe and Grange. Both centres will be HSE own build and 
are included in the HSE Capital Plan. 

The Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastruc-
ture projects and has advised that these projects have received planning permission and have 
completed detailed design. The successful granting of planning permission was a requirement 
to enable the purchase of the site in Drumcliffe. 

The delivery of capital projects is a dynamic process and is subject to the successful comple-
tion of a number of approval stages, in line with the Public Spending Code, which can impact 
on the timeline for delivery and therefore it is not possible to say if both projects will be com-
pleted together.

08/10/2019WRK05000Hospital Services

08/10/2019WRK05100224. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the reason IV drips are 
not being administered to patients when required in community hospitals (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40656/19]

08/10/2019WRK05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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  Question No. 225 answered with Question No. 202.

08/10/2019WRK05400Brexit Preparations

08/10/2019WRK05500226. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the way in which the continuity 
of medical devices will be affected in a no-deal Brexit; the steps that have been put in place if 
such a scenario occurs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40667/19]

08/10/2019WRK05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A no-deal Brexit will present very signifi-
cant challenges for the supply of goods generally, including medical devices, into Ireland after 
31 October. However, significant work has been undertaken by the Department of Health, the 
HSE, and the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA), together with medical device 
suppliers, to anticipate - in so far as is possible - potential vulnerabilities, risk assess these and 
devise contingencies in order to minimise and address any risks to continuity of supply. There 
are already additional stocks of medical devices built into the Irish supply chain, and we are 
confident that these stocks are sufficient to withstand initial delays at ports and airports after 
Brexit, should any such delays occur.

The work of the Department and its agencies on Brexit preparedness will continue in the 
weeks remaining until 31 October, and for several months thereafter. This will allow for ongo-
ing identification of any Brexit-related supply problems, so that plans can be adjusted to facili-
tate the use of alternative products and alternative supply routes, if required.

08/10/2019WRK05700Home Care Packages Data

08/10/2019WRK05800227. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the principles and procedures 
applied in risk rating persons that are waiting for the provision of home support services for 
older people; the number of persons that have been rated high risk, medium risk and low risk 
since 1 May 2019 by CHO area and remain on the waiting list and are not in receipt of the ser-
vice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40673/19]

08/10/2019WRK05900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

08/10/2019WRK06000Palliative Care Services

08/10/2019WRK06100228. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if an investigation is ongoing 
regarding the lack of access to palliative care in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40689/19]

08/10/2019WRK06200229. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) was unable to access palliative care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40690/19]

08/10/2019WRK06300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 228 and 
229 together.

As this is a service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to 
the Deputy as soon as possible.
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08/10/2019WRK06500Transport Support Scheme

08/10/2019WRK06600230. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce a replace-
ment for the transport grant for disabled drivers which was abolished five years ago; if so, the 
timeframe for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40696/19]

08/10/2019WRK06700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): With regard 
to the proposals for a new Health (Transport Support) Bill, the Deputy may be aware that my 
colleague, the Minister for Health and I, brought a Memorandum to Government on proposals 
for a new Transport Support Payment Scheme.  Following consideration of the matter, it was 
decided to withdraw the Memorandum from the Cabinet Agenda at that time.

I intend to revert to Government in due course with revised proposals to reflect the discus-
sions at that Cabinet meeting and further discussions between myself and Minister Harris, on 
the best way to progress the Transport Scheme. It is not possible to provide a timeframe pending 
the completion of the revised proposals.

It is important to note that the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers scheme, operated 
by the Revenue Commissioners, remains in place.  This scheme provides VRT and VAT relief, 
an exemption from road tax and a fuel grant to drivers and passengers with a disability, who 
qualify under the relevant criteria set out in governing regulations made by the Minister for 
Finance. Specifically adapted vehicles driven by persons with a disability are also exempt from 
payment of tolls on national roads and toll bridges. Transport Infrastructure Ireland has respon-
sibility for this particular scheme.

There are improvements in access to a range of transport support schemes available to 
persons with disabilities in the State and on-going work is being carried out by Government 
Departments, agencies and transport providers to further improve access to public transport ser-
vices. Under the National Disability Inclusion Strategy, the Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport has responsibility for the continued development of accessibility and availability of 
public transport for people with a disability.

The Deputy may wish to note that in July last, my colleague the Minister for Rural and 
Community Development announced CLÁR funding of €890,632 to 20 voluntary community 
organisations. This funding will support the purchase and/or fit out of vehicles to provide trans-
port for people in rural areas with mobility issues. It will support voluntary organisations that 
provide:

- transport for people with significant mobility issues, including those requiring specialised  
wheelchair accessible vehicles, to day-care or other medical, therapeutic or respite services; or

- transport to/from designated cancer treatment hospitals/centres under the National Cancer 
Care Programme.

08/10/2019WRK06800National Dementia Strategy

08/10/2019WRK06900231. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health if additional funding will be en-
sured for dementia services provided by county in the health spending Estimates for 2020; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40699/19]

08/10/2019WRK07000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The implementation of the 2014 National 
Dementia Strategy is being led by the National Dementia Office in the HSE, which has made 
substantial progress in developing evidence-based care pathways for people with dementia. Ac-
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tions are being implemented progressively as resources allow and Dormant Accounts funding is 
allowing a number of key projects to proceed. The HSE is working with key partners, including 
the Alzheimer Society of Ireland, to implement specific elements of the Strategy, including the 
Understand Together awareness campaign and the attendant community activation programme.

With regard to the specific request for funding for dementia services referred to by the 
Deputy, the level of funding available for the Department of Health in 2020 and the quantum 
of services to be provided by the HSE will be considered as part of the national Estimates and 
budgetary process and National Service Planning.

08/10/2019WRL00200Medical Card Applications

08/10/2019WRL00300232. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the status of a discretionary 
medical card for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40703/19]

08/10/2019WRL00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRL00500Cancer Screening Programmes

08/10/2019WRL00600233. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact women attending the Rotunda Hospital for a colposcopy are waiting 15 weeks for 
colposcopy results; if his attention has been further drawn to the fact that a private hospital 
(details supplied) provides colposcopy results within ten to 20 business days; the action he is 
taking to ensure all women receive colposcopy results within 20 working days; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40708/19]

08/10/2019WRL00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): CervicalCheck has established a network of 
quality assured colposcopy clinics for women requiring further investigation following a smear 
test. A woman can be referred to one of 15 colposcopy clinics located nationwide. Colposcopy 
units have experienced significant pressure in recent months, in light of increased demand from 
both screening and direct referral.  

Additional funding is being provided this year to address these pressures. In addition, the 
HSE advises that extra clinical sessions have been added to reduce waiting lists, and extra ef-
forts are being made when appointments are cancelled to fill the vacant slot to further reduce 
waiting lists, and to ensure the increased referrals are categorised promptly. 

In relation to specific actions being taken to ensure waiting times for colposcopy results are 
reduced, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.  

08/10/2019WRL00800Home Care Packages Provision

08/10/2019WRL00900234. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if a home care package for 
a person (details supplied) will be approved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40710/19]

08/10/2019WRL01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
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possible.

08/10/2019WRL01100Health Services Provision

08/10/2019WRL01200235. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if a matter (details supplied) in 
respect of speech and language and occupational therapy for children will be investigated; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40719/19]

08/10/2019WRL01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

08/10/2019WRL01400Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Staff

08/10/2019WRL01500236. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision 
of child psychology services at Celbridge CAMHS unit; if there is now a full-time permanent 
post-holder in place; if there is provision for a second psychologist to be appointed to deal 
with the growing waiting lists (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40720/19]

08/10/2019WRL01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

08/10/2019WRL01700Hospital Waiting Lists Data

08/10/2019WRL01800237. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if he will instruct the National 
Treatment Purchase Fund and the National Maternity Hospital, Holles Street, to address the 
technical issues which have resulted in no official gynaecology waiting list data being provided 
by the NTPF in its monthly waiting list data publications to date in 2019. [40725/19]

08/10/2019WRL01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Ireland East Hospital Group (IEHG) has 
advised my Department that prior to a recent upgrade to the In-Patient Management System 
(iPMS), the National Maternity Hospital (NMH) was unable to provide Gynaecology waiting 
list data to the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) in the required format for validation 
and publication. 

Both IEHG and the NTPF have further advised my Department that on foot of the recent 
upgrade of the iPMS system, the NMH have engaged in a series of meetings with the NTPF to 
progress steps to allow data to be submitted to the NTPF. This includes the resolution of data 
protection and technical issues. As a result, it is envisaged that the NMH will shortly be submit-
ting waiting list data to the NTPF in the required format. 

My Department continues to closely monitor the progress of this project through established 
Governance structures, including through fortnightly meetings where issues including opera-
tional challenges and future planning can be addressed.

08/10/2019WRL02000Hospital Waiting Lists

08/10/2019WRL02100238. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
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plied) is waiting for an operation in view of the fact the person’s pre-operative assessment was 
carried out five months ago; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40727/19]

08/10/2019WRL02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

08/10/2019WRL02300Hospital Waiting Lists Data

08/10/2019WRL02400239. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
waiting for oral maxilla facial services at Beaumont Hospital, Dublin 9, as of 30 September 
2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40729/19]

08/10/2019WRL02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting time for patients for hos-
pital operations and procedures is a key priority for Government. In this regard, the Govern-
ment is committed to improving waiting times for hospital appointments and procedures.

The latest published NTPF figures show that there are 21 patients on the Beaumont Hospital 
Inpatient/Daycase (IPDC) waiting list for a Maxillo-Facial procedure. The NTPF figures also 
show that there are 31 patients on the Beaumont Hospital Maxillo-Facial Outpatient waiting 
list. 

Budget 2019 announced that the Government has further increased investment in tackling 
waiting lists, with funding to the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) increasing from 
€55 million in 2018 to €75 million in 2019. The joint Department of Health/HSE/NTPF Sched-
uled Care Access Plan 2019 was published in March and sets out measures to improve access 
for patients waiting for scheduled care this year. 

The NTPF advise that over recent months they have placed a particular focus on engaging 
with hospital groups and individual hospitals to identify  waiting list proposals.

08/10/2019WRL02600Hospital Services

08/10/2019WRL02700240. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health the expected date for the com-
mencement of consultations on the future of services in Portlaoise Hospital. [40735/19]

08/10/2019WRL02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As I have outlined previously, no decision 
has been made yet on the draft Action Plan for Portlaoise Hospital. I committed to ensuring 
that local clinicians and the community would be consulted with before a decision is made. The 
appointment of an independent external facilitator for the consultation process is being pro-
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gressed.  The outcome of the consultation process will be a submission from my Department, 
setting out the key findings from the consultation process and recommended response to inform 
me in making a final decision on the draft Action Plan. 

08/10/2019WRL02900Health Services Staff

08/10/2019WRL03000241. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health when a diabetes community care 
nurse will be allocated to County Waterford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40738/19]

08/10/2019WRL03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

08/10/2019WRL03200Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

08/10/2019WRL03300242. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the status of an application by a 
person (details supplied) for a domiciliary care allowance; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40740/19]

08/10/2019WRL03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): Domiciliary 
Care Allowance falls within the remit of my colleague the Minister for Employment Affairs and 
Social Protection.

08/10/2019WRL03500Hospital Appointments Status

08/10/2019WRL03600243. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for a 
person (details supplied). [40742/19]

08/10/2019WRL03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

08/10/2019WRL03800Health Services Provision

08/10/2019WRL03900244. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if he will consider pur-
chasing an upright MRI scanner here and failing that if he will allow patients in need of an up-
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right MRI scan to travel to the UK and reclaim the full cost under the treatment abroad scheme, 
which currently does not cover it as it is only available in a private clinic in the UK; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40744/19]

08/10/2019WRL04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the provision of specific services in the 
acute hospital setting are an operational matter for the HSE I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to the Deputy on the issue of purchasing an upright MRI scanner here.

In relation to accessing upright MRI facilities it is noted that patients often access services 
in other EU/EEA member states under different routes.

The Treatment Abroad Scheme (TAS) allows public patients to be referred to another EU/
EEA country for treatment that is not available in Ireland, subject to qualifying criteria. A pa-
tient’s Irish based consultant is responsible for referring the patient abroad under the terms 
of the TAS, after having exhausted all treatment options including tertiary care within Ire-
land.  Applications to the TAS are processed and a determination given in accordance with the 
statutory framework prior to a patient travelling to avail of treatment. The statutory framework 
stipulates the patient must be a public patient and is required to have followed public patient 
pathways.  Also, the treatment must be a proven treatment and not experimental/trial and it must 
be provided in the public health service of the country which the patient is being referred to.

In relation to the Cross Border Directive (CBD), patients in Ireland can seek to be referred 
to another EU/EEA country for medical treatment that is available in the public health service 
in Ireland. The patient may access the overseas service in either the public or private health 
sector of the country they choose to receive the service in.  The patient pays for the treatment 
and claims reimbursement from the HSE at the cost of that treatment in Ireland or the cost of it 
abroad, whichever is the lesser.

Further information on the TAS may be obtained from the HSE website, by phone at  056 
77845548 or by writing to the TAS Ofice, St. Canice’s Hospital Complex, Dublin Road, Kilken-
ny, Co Kilkenny. The contact details for the CBD are: National Contact Point: HSE Cross Bor-
der Directive, St Canice’s Hospital, Dublin Road, Kilkenny. Tel: 056 778 4547 or 056 778 4546 
or 056 778 4556. email: crossborderdirective@hse.ie,

08/10/2019WRL04100Drug Treatment Programmes

08/10/2019WRL04200245. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the number of treatment options 
available for persons with drug addiction problems; and the number of persons availing of each 
in 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [40754/19]

08/10/2019WRL04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy. 

08/10/2019WRL04400Drug Treatment Programmes Data

08/10/2019WRL04500246. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the number of residential places 
available for the treatment of persons with drug addiction problems by local health office area 
in tabular form. [40755/19]

08/10/2019WRL04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
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to the Deputy. 

08/10/2019WRL04700Drug Treatment Programmes Data

08/10/2019WRL04800247. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the payments made to pharmacists 
and general practitioners for methadone treatment in each of the years 2015 to 2018 and to date 
in 2019, in tabular form.  [40756/19]

08/10/2019WRL04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy. 

08/10/2019WRL05000Disabilities Data

08/10/2019WRL05100248. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the number of children diagnosed 
with early behaviour disability in County Tipperary in the past five years in tabular form; the 
number of children in County Tipperary on a waiting list to be assessed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40757/19]

08/10/2019WRL05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. 

08/10/2019WRL05300Medical Card Applications

08/10/2019WRL05400249. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if a medical card application 
by a person (details supplied) will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40759/19]

08/10/2019WRL05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRL05600Hospital Appointments Status

08/10/2019WRL05700250. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal can expect to receive an appointment at St. James’s Hospital; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40760/19]

08/10/2019WRL05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.
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In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

08/10/2019WRL05900Respite Care Services Provision

08/10/2019WRL06000251. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when respite service provision 
will resume for a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40764/19]

08/10/2019WRL06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRL06200Home Help Service Provision

08/10/2019WRL06300252. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) has not received the home help the person was granted; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40765/19]

08/10/2019WRL06400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

08/10/2019WRL06500Hospital Waiting Lists

08/10/2019WRL06600253. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) is waiting so long for a MRI scan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40771/19]

08/10/2019WRL06700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
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are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

08/10/2019WRL06800Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

08/10/2019WRL06900254. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health when an application for the 
nursing homes support scheme will be expedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40772/19]

08/10/2019WRL07000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

08/10/2019WRL07100Cancer Screening Programmes

08/10/2019WRL07200255. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health the laboratories from which the 221 
cases of misdiagnosed smears under Cervical Check came, by laboratory and by year in tabular 
form. [40777/19]

08/10/2019WRL07300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has recently completed a report 
which provides a breakdown of the laboratories in which the smear tests of the 221 women in-
volved in the CervicalCheck audit were analysed. This is information that has been requested, 
by the women and families involved and by members of the Dáil, over recent months. This 
report has now been shared with the 221+ Patient Support Group and with the Joint Oireachtas 
Committee on Health.

As referenced in section 4 of the report, at the request of the 221+ Patient Support Group, 
the HSE intends to provide a breakdown of laboratory results by laboratory, by month, over the 
duration of the programme. I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy with further 
detail on this matter.

08/10/2019WRL07400Disabilities Assessments

08/10/2019WRL07500256. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for an 
official diagnosis will be expedited for a child (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40785/19]

08/10/2019WRL07600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply. 

08/10/2019WRM00200Pharmaceutical Sector

08/10/2019WRM00300257. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the budget for pharmacists 
(details supplied) in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40786/19]

08/10/2019WRM00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I wish to advise the Deputy that there is no 
specific budget allocated to pharmacists, however, as contractors, pharmacists are paid a fee to 
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dispense medication under a number of community schemes. In 2018, community pharmacy 
contractors were paid in the region of €400m in fee payments under these schemes. 

I value the role pharmacists play in the Irish health service. As you are aware, the Pro-
gramme for a Partnership Government and the Sláintecare implementation strategy contain 
commitments to expanding the role of community pharmacy in managing patient health in the 
community.

Work has been done in recent years on wider healthcare roles for pharmacies, including 
the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland’s Future Pharmacy report, on the expansion of profes-
sional pharmacy practice. It is clear from this and other work that there is potential to increase 
the range of both private and publicly funded health services delivered through community 
pharmacy. Important new services, such as influenza vaccination and emergency contraception, 
have already been introduced.

To be funded by the taxpayer, new public health services in community pharmacy, as else-
where, should improve health outcomes and provide value for money and benefits for patients. 
Any new or transferred services should be based on sound evidence, with matching improve-
ments in governance and administration.

I recently met with the Irish Pharmacy Union (IPU) when these and other issues were dis-
cussed. My officials will be engaging with the IPU on new fee regulations before the end of 
the year and the intention is to broaden the discussions to contractual and service arrangements 
during 2020.

08/10/2019WRM00500Health Services Access

08/10/2019WRM00600258. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the way in which a patient 
here can obtain a test for malignant hyperthermia; if the test is not available here if a person can 
access this treatment in another country and be refunded here; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40788/19]

08/10/2019WRM00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the provision of specific services in the 
acute hospital setting are an operational matter for the HSE I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to the Deputy on the issue of obtaining a test for malignant hyperthermia.

In relation to accessing this test it is noted that patients often access services in other EU/
EEA member states under different routes. 

The Treatment Abroad Scheme (TAS) allows public patients to be referred to another EU/
EEA country for treatment that is not available in Ireland, subject to qualifying criteria. A pa-
tient’s Irish based consultant is responsible for referring the patient abroad under the terms 
of the TAS, after having exhausted all treatment options including tertiary care within Ire-
land.  Applications to the TAS are processed and a determination given in accordance with the 
statutory framework prior to a patient travelling to avail of treatment. The statutory framework 
stipulates the patient must be a public patient and is required to have followed public patient 
pathways.  Also, the treatment must be a proven treatment and not experimental/trial and it must 
be provided in the public health service of the country which the patient is being referred to.   

In relation to the Cross Border Directive (CBD), patients in Ireland can seek to be referred 
to another EU/EEA country for medical treatment that is available in the public health service 
in Ireland. The patient my access the overseas service in either the public or private health 
sector of the country they choose to receive the service in.  The patient pays for the treatment 
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and claims reimbursement from the HSE at the cost of that treatment in Ireland or the cost of it 
abroad, whichever is the lesser.  

Further information on the TAS may be obtained from the HSE website, by phone at  056 
77845548 or by writing to the TAS Office,   St. Canice’s Hospital Complex, Dublin Road, 
Kilkenny, Co Kilkenny. The contact details for the CBD are: National Contact Point: HSE 
Cross Border Directive, St Canice’s Hospital, Dublin Road, Kilkenny. Tel: 056 778 4547 or 056 
778 4546 or 056 778 4556. email: crossborderdirective@hse.ie.

08/10/2019WRM00800Services for People with Disabilities

08/10/2019WRM00900259. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the length of time a per-
son (details supplied) will have to wait for an appointment with a service (details supplied). 
[40791/19]

08/10/2019WRM01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

08/10/2019WRM01100Disabilities Assessments

08/10/2019WRM01200260. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the length of time a person 
(details supplied) will have to wait for an assessment at St. Gabriel’s, Limerick. [40792/19]

08/10/2019WRM01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

08/10/2019WRM01400Vaccination Programme

08/10/2019WRM01500261. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that the HSE 
continues to provide the flu vaccination jab free of charge to home carers employed directly or 
indirectly by the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40797/19]

08/10/2019WRM01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Vaccination remains the most effective 
means of preventing infection by seasonal influenza viruses and can reduce severe disease that 
can lead to hospitalisation and death.

As this question relates to a service matter, it has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRM01700Thalidomide Victims Compensation

08/10/2019WRM01800262. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health when he will lift the limi-
tation period on all Thalidomide claims; when the Irish State will acknowledge the wrongdoing 
and damage caused by thalidomide; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40798/19]

08/10/2019WRM01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Deputy 
will appreciate that there are a number of cases concerning thalidomide before the High Court 
at present and it is not possible to comment on matters that are sub judice.  The legislation gov-
erning the Statute of Limitations comes within the area of responsibility of my colleague, the 
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Minister for Justice and Equality.  Specific time frames are defined under the Statute of Limita-
tions within which litigation can be brought. The Statute is a central feature of a fair system of 
litigation and recognises that a balance needs to be drawn between allowing litigants make their 
claims and the protection of defendants from old claims.  The overall operation of the law in 
relation to the Statute of Limitations is complex and any changes to it would have a wide impact 
in law.  While the Government has every sympathy for each person who has injuries that are 
attributable to thalidomide, it must also be cognisant of the constitutional requirement that the 
State should treat different classes of litigation equally. 

Following an Irish Government Decision in January 1975, the Government granted an ex-
gratia sum equivalent to 4 times the German lump-sum and an ex-gratia monthly allowance 
for life equal to the German monthly allowance, to each of the Irish children found to have 
thalidomide related injuries. There are currently 29 Irish people in receipt of ex-gratia monthly 
payments from my Department. 

The German monthly payments are made by the Contergan Foundation, which is estab-
lished under German legislation.  From 01 August 2013, the Foundation substantially increased 
its monthly payments to thalidomide survivors, including Irish survivors.  Both the German 
payments and the Irish ex-gratia payments made to the survivors are exempt from tax, including 
DIRT and are not reckonable as means for the purpose of Social Welfare payments. The rate of 
payment is related to the survivors’ level of thalidomide related injury.

In addition to the initial lump sum and the  monthly payments for life, the supports provided 
to each Irish survivor include a medical card on an administrative basis regardless of means, 
provision of appliances, artificial limbs,  equipment, housing adaptations, and access to a full 
range of primary care, hospital and personal social services. There is a designated senior man-
ager in the Health Service Executive to act as a liaison with regard to the ongoing health and 
personal social service needs of Irish survivors.   

 It is important to note that the German Contergan Foundation, which is established under 
German legislation, has confirmed that since 2013 it is accepting applications from individuals 
for compensation for thalidomide related injury.  It is open to any Irish person to apply to the 
Foundation for assessment of their disability as being attributable to thalidomide.  Any Irish 
person who establishes that their injury is attributable to thalidomide will be offered appropri-
ate supports by the Irish Government, commensurate with those currently provided to Irish 
thalidomide survivors.

Work is underway in the Department to bring forward Heads of a Bill to provide on a statu-
tory basis for health and personal social services for the Irish survivors of thalidomide.

08/10/2019WRM02000Thalidomide Victims Compensation

08/10/2019WRM02100263. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the work his officials are 
undertaking to liaise with thalidomide survivors; if he will address their concerns; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40799/19]

08/10/2019WRM02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): Officials in 
my Department liaise with individual survivors of Thalidomide as required in relation to their 
monthly payments for life and also in relation to applications received from survivors via the 
HSE National Thalidomide Liaison  in respect of once off-grants to support independent living.

The background to the monthly payments is that following an Irish Government Decision 
in January 1975, the Government granted an ex-gratia sum equivalent to 4 times the German 
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lump-sum and an ex-gratia monthly allowance for life equal to the German monthly allowance, 
to each of the Irish children found to have thalidomide related injuries. There are currently 29 
Irish people in receipt of ex-gratia monthly payments from my Department and all are now in 
their late 50s. 

The German monthly payments are made by the Contergan Foundation, which is estab-
lished under German legislation.  From 01 August 2013, the Foundation substantially increased 
its monthly payments to thalidomide survivors, including Irish survivors.  Both the German 
payments and the Irish ex-gratia payments made to the survivors are exempt from tax, including 
DIRT and are not reckonable as means for the purpose of Social Welfare payments. The rate of 
payment is related to the survivors’ level of thalidomide related injury.

In addition to the initial lump sum and the  monthly payments for life, the supports provided 
to each Irish survivor include a medical card on an administrative basis regardless of means, 
provision of appliances, artificial limbs,  equipment, housing adaptations, and access to a full 
range of primary care, hospital and personal social services. There is a designated senior man-
ager in the Health Service Executive to act as a liaison with regard to the ongoing health and 
personal social service needs of Irish survivors.   

The Contergan Foundation has confirmed that since 2013, it is accepting applications from 
individuals for compensation for thalidomide related injury.  It is important to note that it is 
open to any Irish person to apply to the Foundation for assessment of their disability as being 
attributable to thalidomide.  Any Irish person who establishes that their injury is attributable to 
thalidomide, will be offered appropriate supports by the Irish Government commensurate with 
those currently provided to Irish thalidomide survivors, outlined above.

Work is underway in the Department to bring forward Heads of a Bill to provide on a statu-
tory basis for health and personal social services for the Irish survivors of thalidomide. 

08/10/2019WRM02300Transport Support Scheme

08/10/2019WRM02400264. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if assistance is available to a fam-
ily (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40801/19]

08/10/2019WRM02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Deputy 
will be familiar with the background to the closure of both the Mobility Allowance and Moto-
rised Transport Grant schemes in 2013.

The Motorised Transport Grant, scheme operated as a means-tested grant to assist people 
with severe disabilities with the purchase or adaptation of a car, where that car was essential to 
retain employment. The maximum Motorised Transport Grant, which was payable once in any 
three-year period, was €5,020. Following closure of the scheme in February 2013,  no further 
Motorised Transport Grants have been payable. 

The Deputy may be aware that my colleague, the Minister for Health and I, brought a 
Memorandum to Government on proposals for a new Transport Support Payment Scheme.  
Following consideration of the matter, it was decided to withdraw the Memorandum from the 
Cabinet Agenda at that time.  I intend to revert to Government in due course with revised pro-
posals to reflect the discussions at that Cabinet meeting and further discussions between myself 
and Minister Harris, on the best way to progress the Transport Scheme.  

It is important to note that the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers scheme, operated 
by the Revenue Commissioners, remains in place.  This scheme provides VRT and VAT relief, 
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an exemption from road tax and a fuel grant to drivers and passengers with a disability, who 
qualify under the relevant criteria set out in governing regulations made by the Minister for 
Finance. Specifically adapted vehicles driven by persons with a disability are also exempt from 
payment of tolls on national roads and toll bridges. Transport Infrastructure Ireland has respon-
sibility for this particular scheme.

There are improvements in access to a range of transport support schemes available to 
persons with disabilities in the State and on-going work is being carried out by Government 
Departments, agencies and transport providers to further improve access to public transport ser-
vices. Under the National Disability Inclusion Strategy, the Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport has responsibility for the continued development of accessibility and availability of 
public transport for people with a disability. 

The Deputy may wish to note that in July last, my colleague the Minister for Rural and 
Community Development announced CLÁR funding of €890,632 to 20 voluntary community 
organisations. This funding will support the purchase and/or fit out of vehicles to provide trans-
port for people in rural areas with mobility issues. It will support voluntary organisations that 
provide:

- transport for people with significant mobility issues, including those requiring specialised  
wheelchair accessible vehicles, to day-care or other medical, therapeutic or respite services; or

- transport to/from designated cancer treatment hospitals/centres under the National Cancer 
Care Programme.

08/10/2019WRM02600Rehabilitative Training Allowance Payments

08/10/2019WRM02700265. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health if the rehabilitation training 
allowance will be reinstated for new entrants; if his attention has been drawn to the significant 
difficulty that this decision is causing for new entrants; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40803/19]

08/10/2019WRM02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): This Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  The commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The payment of the Rehabilitative Training (RT) Bonus came into place on the transition 
of Rehabilitative / Training Programmes to the HSE following the dissolution of the National 
Rehabilitation Board in June 2000. 

The decision to phase out the Rehabilitative Training (RT) Bonus payment is designed to 
bring equity and consistency between people with a disability attending HSE funded rehabilita-
tive training programmes who receive the payment, and those attending similar HSE funded 
Day Services or in other State schemes such as further education and training, who do not.   

This action will ensure all HSE funded Day Services are provided on an equitable basis and 
will also ensure that the use of finite resources is maximised.  

The Rehabilitative Training (RT) Bonus Payment is a historical payment, introduced in July 
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2001, aligned with a similar FÁS Training Bonus. However, during 2011 the FÁS Training Bo-
nus was reduced to €20.00 and then eliminated the following year while to date the RT Bonus 
Payment has continued to be paid in the Health Sector   

It is worth remembering that:

- There is no cut in the number of RT places available

- There is no cut in payment of the bonus - those who have it will continue to receive it for 
the remainder of their RT Placement

- All participants continue to be eligible for Disability Allowance of €203 per week

- All participants continue to be eligible for a free travel pass

- No expectation of an additional RT bonus payment has been created by HSE for 2019 
participants 

The redirected funding (€3.7 m over 4 years), which will be ring-fenced, will facilitate 148 
full day placements or 370 enhanced day places nationally based on priority need.    

Each CHO will have the flexibility to redirect its own savings to address local service re-
quirements. The HSE will put in place a monitoring system and regularly report the additional 
placements realised to the Department of Health.

08/10/2019WRM02900Hospital Appointments Administration

08/10/2019WRM03000266. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for a person 
(details supplied) in County Cork will be expedited. [40828/19]

08/10/2019WRM03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to a service matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRM03200Hospital Services

08/10/2019WRM03300267. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if an independent investigation into 
gynaecology services in Letterkenny General Hospital will be launched; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40835/19]

08/10/2019WRM03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have been advised that the Saolta Health-
care Group intend to review the safety and quality of gynaecology services in Letterkenny 
General Hospital.  I  understand that the Review Group, which will be established, will be led 
by an independent chairperson. The terms of reference and membership of the Review Group 
will be decided in the coming weeks.

08/10/2019WRM03500National Children’s Hospital

08/10/2019WRM03600268. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if a copy of all NPHDB and CHPP 
minutes for 2018 and 2019 in relation to the new national children’s hospital will be provided. 
[40837/19]
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08/10/2019WRM03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the Deputy’s request, I would 
note that much of this material has been previously supplied to the Joint Oireachtas Committee 
and Public Accounts Committee.

The Deputy may also wish to note that the 2018 and 2019 (up to July) NPHDB minutes are 
available on the NPHDB’s website. However, I have asked the NPHDB to forward their min-
utes to the Deputy. I have also requested the HSE to forward minutes of the CHP&P Steering 
Group to the Deputy.

In relation to the CHP&P Board minutes, it will be necessary to review the 2019 minutes be-
fore supplying them in order to ensure they do not contain content of a commercially sensitive 
nature or material of a nature that would affect the management of the project. My Department 
will review the documents and respond to the Deputy as soon as is practical.

08/10/2019WRM03800Health Services Staff Recruitment

08/10/2019WRM03900269. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in 
commencing the employment of successful applicants in various posts in the HSE; if applicants 
for positions nationwide have been contacted by the HSE to explain the reason the appointment 
process has ceased; if it is policy to impose an embargo on all such positions; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40838/19]

08/10/2019WRM04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am advised by the HSE that while there 
is no national recruitment embargo or moratorium, there is a priority requirement for all HSE 
services to maintain, or get to, an affordable staffing level that is sustainable in 2019 and 2020, 
while also prioritising the delivery of safe services.

In light of this, the HSE advise that they have introduced control measures relating to staff-
ing and recruitment to ensure that they live within the available resources provided to them. 
This does mean that in some Hospital Groups and Community Healthcare Organisations non-
critical replacement posts will be paused. The preference is for these controls to remain in place 
for as short a period as necessary, with on-going review until there is satisfactory evidence of 
traction and delivery of balanced financial plans from Hospital Groups and CHO’s.

The HSE report that there is on-going capacity for recruitment of newly funded posts and 
replacement of critical clinical posts within frontline services throughout this period.

With regard to applicants for positions being contacted I have asked the HSE to respond to 
the Deputy directly. 

08/10/2019WRM04100Occupational Therapy Waiting Lists

08/10/2019WRM04200270. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an early appointment will 
be arranged for a person (details supplied) with the occupational therapy primary care paedi-
atric service in County Kilkenny; the reason for the delay; the steps he is taking to resolve the 
issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40840/19]

08/10/2019WRM04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.
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08/10/2019WRM04400Home Care Packages Funding

08/10/2019WRM04500271. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health the position regarding certainty 
of sufficient funding for supported care homes to enable the continuation of the provision of 
cost efficient care for residents; if he will consider a 50% increase of current funding levels 
for supported care homes in advance of budget 2020 to meet urgent needs such as annually 
increasing energy costs, depreciation costs which have never previously been covered (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40841/19]

08/10/2019WRM04600272. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health his views on the significant 
savings supported care homes contribute to the State and the Department of Employment Af-
fairs and Social Protection through non-payment of fuel and living alone allowances and house-
hold benefits package and the provision of cost effective care; his views on the inspection of 
supported care homes in accordance with standards suitable to the homes and the possible es-
tablishment of a group consisting of HIQA, representatives of the supported care homes and the 
HSE with the purpose of constructing suitable inspection guidelines within the next six months; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40842/19]

08/10/2019WRM04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 271 and 272 together.

A key principle underpinning Government policy is to support older people to live in their 
own home as long as possible. 

There will, however, always be people whose needs are best met in a residential care setting 
or supported housing model.  There are 10 Supported Care Homes in Community Healthcare 
Organisation Area 5 providing accommodation and support services to older people with low 
to medium dependency levels.  The residents cannot be maintained independently at home, but 
do not yet require nursing home care.  

The HSE acknowledges the role played by these Homes in reducing possible admission to 
nursing homes and I have been assured by the HSE that it is committed to ensuring Supported 
Care Home are supported. The HSE will provide about €2.5 million in Section 39 funding this 
year towards the operational costs of the Homes. 

HIQA is the independent statutory body established to register and inspect all residential 
homes for older people. The current regulatory regime aims to ensure the provision of high-
quality, safe and effective services to people living in these centres, whether they are nursing 
homes providing 24-hour nursing care or supported care homes for people with lower depen-
dencies.

As people get older, their housing needs may change.  Earlier this year the Government 
published a Policy Statement “Housing Options for our Aging Population” which provides a 
policy framework to support our aging population through increasing the accommodation op-
tions available to them and give them meaningful choice in how and where they choose to live. 
It also sets out a package of key actions to assist the development of models of supported hous-
ing that promote integration between housing and health and social care services.    

An Inter-Departmental and Inter-Agency Implementation Group has been established to 
progress the programme of actions contained in the policy statement. This will assist in de-
veloping a menu of solutions which are available nationally to provide enhanced housing and 
support options for older people.

The level of funding available to supported care homes is being considered in the context of 
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the Estimates and the National Service Plan for 2020.

08/10/2019WRM04900Newborn Screening Cards

08/10/2019WRM05000273. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Health the progress being made in introduc-
ing a thorough newborn screening programme to provide lifesaving essential early diagnoses of 
conditions such as MLD; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40856/19]

08/10/2019WRM05100289. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Health the status of plans to introduce 
expanded newborn screening; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40987/19]

08/10/2019WRM05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 273 and 
289 together.

Currently all newborn babies (between 3 and 5 days old) are offered newborn bloodspot 
screening (generally known as the ‘heel prick’) through their parents/guardians for eight very 
rare conditions that are treatable if detected early in life.  

A National Screening Committee is being established and will hold its first meeting before 
the end of 2019, as per recommendation 5, contained within the Scally Review (2018). The 
Committee’s role will be to undertake an independent assessment of the evidence for screening 
for a particular condition against internationally accepted criteria and make recommendations 
accordingly.  

I appointed Professor Niall O’Higgins as Chair of the Committee in July and asked that, 
as part of its initial body of work, the Committee prioritise a review of the national newborn 
blood-spot screening programme and look specifically at how Ireland should best proceed with 
an expansion in line with international best practice. 

My officials have commenced some preparatory work, ahead of the Committee becoming 
operational later this year and will visit counterparts in Italy, at the end of October, to learn more 
about the work that they have undertaken that led to the recent expansion of the Italian neonatal 
screening programme.

08/10/2019WRM05300Nursing Homes Support Scheme Eligibility

08/10/2019WRM05400274. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 423 of 1 October 2019, if the specific question asked will be addressed; if differ-
ences in the way in which different pension products and funds are assessed, both in terms of 
income and capital as part of the financial assessment of an application under the nursing home 
support scheme will be set out with particular regard to the treatment of an approved retirement 
fund of a private annuity pension or a public service pension; his plans to make changes in this 
area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40885/19]

08/10/2019WRM05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

08/10/2019WRM05600Primary Care Centres Funding
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08/10/2019WRM05700275. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health if capital funding will be allo-
cated to upgrade Cliffony health centre and Carrigans day care centre in County Sligo; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40888/19]

08/10/2019WRM05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRM05900Disease Awareness

08/10/2019WRM06000276. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the way in which a person can 
create an official awareness day in order to have recognition for a disease (details supplied) 
here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40894/19]

08/10/2019WRM06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Lissencephaly is one of the approximately 
8,000 rare diseases affecting millions of EU citizens. 

A Rare Disease Day takes place every year with the aim of raising awareness amongst the 
general public and decision-makers about all rare diseases and their impact on patient’s lives.   

This annual event is scheduled to take place again on 29th February 2020. 

1 in 15 people will live with a rare disease at some point in their life and there can be a 
dearth of expertise and knowledge about some rare diseases, simply because they are so rare. 
There is no cure for the majority, of rare diseases and many go undiagnosed.  Therefore, build-
ing awareness of rare diseases is of the utmost importance.  The main objective of Rare Disease 
Day is to bridge the gaps in the coordination between medical, social and support services in 
order, to tackle the challenges that people living with a rare disease face every day.   

The HSE National Clinical Programme for Rare Diseases was established in 2013 and the 
National Rare Disease Office was established by the HSE in 2015. The purpose of the National 
Rare Disease Office is to provides current and reliable information about genetic and rare dis-
eases to patients, families and healthcare professionals.  

The organisers of Rare Disease Day have the full support of my Department who have met 
with representatives of the Rare Disease Taskforce three times this year and will continue to 
meet with this important patient representative body on a quarterly basis in the future.

08/10/2019WRM06200Home Help Service

08/10/2019WRM06300277. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health the position regarding cuts to 
the rostered hours of home help sector workers within the Health Service Executive CHO Area 
5; the position regarding deficits which may occur between the 39 hours contracted and the 
eventual hours allotted and rostered; the protocol in place by which such shortfalls of hours are 
monitored and analysed and the utilisation of private operators in this respect; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40897/19]

08/10/2019WRM06400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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08/10/2019WRM06500Disability Services Funding

08/10/2019WRM06600278. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the disability services within 
the Sláintecare plan; when multi-annual funding will commence for the disability sector; the 
individual planning pathway for those currently in the disability sector; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40941/19]

08/10/2019WRM06700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Sláintec-
are Action Plan 2019 outlines a number of commitments in relation to disability services and 
the wider social care area.  One of the main items is the commitment to  establish future needs 
for people with a disability.  This work is underway and it will provide the basis for future 
planning in disability services.  There is also a commitment to continued reform of disability 
services under a range of established programmes, under Transforming Lives including Pro-
gressing Disability Services for Children and Young People, New Direction Day Services and 
Time to Move on from Congregated Settings.

A key feature in the Reform Programme is the development of person centred services. This 
policy is  clearly evident in community settings where people have successfully transitioned 
from large institutions. In addition, as part of the New Directions policy , the HSE has published 
a National Framework for Person-Centred Planning in Services for Persons with a Disability.  
This publication supports the target contained in the 2019 HSE Service Plan:- “Implement the 
person-centred planning framework in four disability day service provider organisations, and 
review and evaluate the process with a view to wider application.”

The Sláintecare Implementation Strategy also commits to reforming the funding system to 
support new models of care and drive value to make better use of resources.  Department of 
Health officials are currently examining the feasibility of introducing a multi-annual budgeting 
process including examination of international best practice in relation to the implementation 
of multi-annual budgeting in healthcare systems.

08/10/2019WRM06800Services for People with Disabilities

08/10/2019WRM06900279. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the status of plans to develop 
a management information system within the disability sector; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40942/19]

08/10/2019WRM07000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives. 

This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guid-
ed by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with 
disabilities. As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question 
to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy

08/10/2019WRM07100Disability Services Funding

08/10/2019WRM07200280. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if funding is ringfenced for the 
disability sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40943/19]
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08/10/2019WRM07300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The level of funding available for my De-
partment is being considered as part of the national Estimates and budgetary process for 2020 
which is currently underway. Following completion of this process, the National Service Plan 
for the HSE will set out the type and volume of services to be provided for the level of funding 
available.

Pending completion of this process it is not appropriate for me to comment further at this 
stage.

08/10/2019WRM07400Health Services

08/10/2019WRM07500281. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if the system of therapeutic 
hypothermia for newborn babies in the health service takes into account the need for a baby to 
reach the correct low temperature of 33.5 degrees celsius before cooling can commence; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40949/19]

08/10/2019WRM07600285. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health his views on whether there is a 
regional imbalance in therapeutic hypothermia cooling centres nationwide. [40953/19]

08/10/2019WRM07700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 281 and 
285 together.

As the queries raised by the Deputy relate to an operational matter, I have asked the HSE to 
reply to you directly. 

08/10/2019WRN00200Ambulance Service Response Times

08/10/2019WRN00300282. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tions Nos. 463 to 466 of 2 July 2019, if a matter of hours would ensure that a baby would get 
the critical therapeutic hypothermia care the baby needs for the treatment to be effective (details 
supplied). [40950/19]

08/10/2019WRN00400283. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tions Nos. 463 to 466 of 2 July 2019, his views on the stated response time of a matter of hours 
in view of the finding in a document (details supplied). [40951/19]

08/10/2019WRN00500284. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tions Nos. 463 to 466 of 2 July 2019, his views on whether time is a huge factor for treatment 
and whether medical outcomes would improve if an ambulance from a more local depot was 
dispatched to carry out the transfer (details supplied). [40952/19]

08/10/2019WRN00600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 282 to 284, 
inclusive, together.

The National Neonatal Transport Programme operates within the Critical Care Retrieval 
Service which is part of the National Ambulance Service. 

As the queries raised by the Deputy relate to a service matter, I have asked the HSE to reply 
to the Deputy directly.

  Question No. 285 answered with Question No. 281.
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08/10/2019WRN01000Psychological Services

08/10/2019WRN01100286. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the plans in place for psy-
chiatry staffing services in Kilcock health centre to provide counselling services to young per-
sons based in Kilcock, Maynooth and Leixlip who require psychological assistance (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40954/19]

08/10/2019WRN01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

08/10/2019WRN01300Psychological Services

08/10/2019WRN01400287. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of young per-
sons and teenagers awaiting psychologist intervention services in the County Kildare area; the 
wait time for each district; the number of staff providing services in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40955/19]

08/10/2019WRN01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

08/10/2019WRN01600Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Provision

08/10/2019WRN01700288. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will undertake an 
urgent review of the allocation of mental health services to young persons; the areas in which 
gaps in provision of services exist by county in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40956/19]

08/10/2019WRN01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The allocation of 
mental health services, including those for young persons, is agreed in the context of the HSE 
annual Service Plans, following the annual Estimates process. The Department of Health, in 
conjunction with the HSE, regularly monitors delivery of the HSE Service Plan each year. The 
overall aim of developing mental health services for young people, including new e-mental 
health initiatives now underway, is to achieve the best possible outcomes in terms of access and 
treatment nationally. This matter has also been given detailed consideration in the context of 
the update of the policy A Vision for Change, which will be launched in the near future. In the 
circumstances, it is not considered that any separate review is required on the issue raised by 
the Deputy. I have referred this question to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy in respect of 
the information sought at local level.

  Question No. 289 answered with Question No. 273.

08/10/2019WRN02000Home Help Service Data

08/10/2019WRN02100290. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in County 
Wicklow on waiting lists for home support hours. [40988/19]

08/10/2019WRN02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
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possible.

08/10/2019WRN02300Disability Services Provision

08/10/2019WRN02400291. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for a person 
(details supplied) in County Cork will be expedited. [40990/19]

08/10/2019WRN02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to a service matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRN02600Medical Card Eligibility

08/10/2019WRN02700292. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details 
supplied) regarding medical cards for cancer patients; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40991/19]

08/10/2019WRN02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy is aware, the HSE’s Expert 
Group on Medical Need and Medical Card Eligibility examined the issue of awarding medical 
cards on the basis of illness and concluded that it was not feasible, desirable, nor ethically justi-
fiable to list medical conditions in priority order for medical card eligibility.   The Expert Group 
also concluded that a person’s means should remain the main qualifier for a medical card.  This 
position remains unchanged.

Nevertheless, every effort is made by the HSE, within the framework of the legislation, to 
support applicants in applying for a medical card and, in particular, to take full account of the 
difficult circumstances in the case of applicants who may be in excess of the income guidelines.  
The HSE may exercise discretion and grant a medical card, even though an applicant exceeds 
the income threshold where they face difficult financial circumstances, such as extra costs aris-
ing from an illness. 

Social and medical issues are considered when determining whether undue hardship exists 
for an individual accessing general practitioner or other medical services. The HSE affords 
applicants the opportunity to furnish supporting documentation to fully take account of all the 
relevant circumstances that may benefit them in the assessment including medical evidence of 
cost and necessary expenses.  

While it is none the less important to note that eligibility for a medical card remains primar-
ily on the basis of financial assessment, I do recognise that patients require a responsive and 
efficient health system to meet their medical needs, which may often be required urgently. With 
regard to persons suffering from cancer and other serious medical conditions the HSE also has 
a system in place for the provision of medical cards in response to emergency situations i.e. in 
circumstances where persons are in need of urgent or on-going medical care that they cannot 
afford and also for persons in palliative care who are terminally ill. These medical cards are 
promptly issued on receipt of an application, which includes a medical report, from a health 
care professional involved in the person’s care. 

With the exception of terminally ill patients, all medical cards, granted on an emergency 
basis, are valid for six months with a means test required before the end of this period for the 
person and their family, where applicable. Emergency medical cards granted in cases of termi-
nal illness are not means tested or subject to review. 
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I would also like to note that since 1 July 2015, the HSE adopted the position that all chil-
dren under 18 years of age with a diagnosis of cancer are awarded a medical card.  This card is 
valid for a period of 5 years.

08/10/2019WRN02900Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

08/10/2019WRN03000293. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the status of the nursing homes 
support scheme and national placement list for a person (details supplied). [40992/19]

08/10/2019WRN03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

08/10/2019WRN03200Hospital Waiting Lists

08/10/2019WRN03300294. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be admitted to hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41001/19]

08/10/2019WRN03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

08/10/2019WRN03500Drug Treatment Programmes

08/10/2019WRN03600295. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if he will consider opening a 
drug treatment centre in north County Dublin in view of the increased population of the area 
and an increase in the number of persons seeking help for drug addiction. [41013/19]

08/10/2019WRN03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this issue 
is a service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct 
reply to the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRN03800Primary Care Centres Provision

08/10/2019WRN03900296. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the status of the development of 
a primary care centre in Lucan, County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41014/19]

08/10/2019WRN04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRN04100Vaccination Programme

08/10/2019WRN04200297. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health his plans to review the decision 
not to provide a catch-up programme for the HPV free vaccine for boys; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41015/19]
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08/10/2019WRN04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Immunisation Advisory Com-
mittee (NIAC) made a recommendation that the HPV vaccine should be given to boys.  On 
foot of NIAC’s recommendation, my Department asked the Health Information and Quality 
Authority (HIQA) to undertake a health technology assessment (HTA) to establish the clinical 
and cost-effectiveness of extending the current immunisation programme, which offers HPV 
vaccination to all girls in their first year of second level education (generally 12 to 13 year olds), 
to a programme that also offers the vaccination to boys in their first year of secondary school. 

HIQA completed the HTA in December 2018, recommending that the HPV immunisation 
programme be extended to include boys.  A policy decision was made to extend the HPV im-
munisation programme to include boys starting in September 2019 with the introduction of a 
9-valent HPV vaccine.  However, the HIQA report published in December 2018 did not recom-
mend an HPV catch-up programme for older boys for several reasons:

- Vaccinating boys in the first year of secondary school provides the best possible protection 
against HPV infection;

- Boys are already benefitting from the indirect herd protection provided by the girls’ HPV 
vaccination programme which started in 2010.

The ages at which vaccines are recommended in the immunisation schedule are chosen by 
NIAC in order to give each child the best possible protection against vaccine preventable dis-
eases.  As the HPV vaccine is preventative it is intended to be administered, if possible, before 
a person becomes sexually active, that is, before a person is first exposed to HPV infection.  
Therefore, the gender neutral HPV vaccination programme targets all girls and boys in first 
year of secondary school to provide maximum coverage.  All vaccines administered through the 
School Immunisation Programme are provided free of charge.    

Extending the HPV vaccine to boys will also provide direct protection to boys against HPV-
related disease.  It also provides indirect herd protection to girls who have not been vaccinated.  
Another important factor includes the additional protection provided by a gender neutral pro-
gramme to vulnerable groups (for example, men who have sex with men) and the potential to 
improve the resilience of the immunisation programme to fluctuations in vaccine uptake and to 
the movement of individuals into and out of the country.

For older children who did not receive the vaccine as part of the School Immunisation Pro-
gramme the HPV vaccine can only be obtained privately from a GP.  If your child is 15 years 
of age or older they will require three doses of the HPV vaccine in order to be fully protected.  
Those who have a medical card are eligible to have the vaccine administered free of charge by 
their GP.  However, the cost of purchasing the vaccine privately is not covered by the medical 
card.

My Department will continue to be guided by NIAC’s recommendations on any emerging 
evidence on this issue in the future. 

08/10/2019WRN04400Drug Treatment Programmes Data

08/10/2019WRN04500298. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the number of persons by county 
who received drug treatment; the types of treatments received, that is, detox, residential reha-
bilitation, methadone, counselling and so on in each of the years 2010 to 2018 and to date in 
2019, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41022/19]

08/10/2019WRN04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this issue 
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is a service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct 
reply to the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRN04700Disability Services Provision

08/10/2019WRN04800299. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if funding will be allocated to 
carry out research involving the Central Statistics Office in order to establish the unmet need of 
wheelchair users for personal assistance services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41024/19]

08/10/2019WRN04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The level of 
funding available for my Department is being considered as part of the national Estimates and 
budgetary process for 2020 which is currently underway. Pending completion of this process it 
is not appropriate for me to comment further at this stage.

08/10/2019WRN05000Voluntary Sector Remuneration

08/10/2019WRN05100300. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the estimated amount it 
would cost for pay restoration for workers employed by section 39 organisations; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41027/19]

08/10/2019WRN05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

08/10/2019WRN05300Dental Services 

08/10/2019WRN05400301. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if he is considering allowing 
for the establishment of dental hygiene practices; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41028/19]

08/10/2019WRN05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department is preparing new legislation 
to replace the Dentists Act 1985.  The current Act provides for the establishment of the Dental 
Council, which is the regulatory body for the dental profession in Ireland, and which is charged 
with promoting high standards of professional education and professional conduct among den-
tists.  The Act also provides for the registration of dentists and dental specialists, education and 
training requirements, fitness to practise procedures, and the creation of auxiliary dental health 
professions.  

In the period since the existing dental legislation was enacted, the profession of dentistry 
has seen significant changes and advancements, one of which has been the growing interest 
and uptake in careers in allied dental health professions.   Consequently, it is proposed that the 
regulation of these professions, which includes dental hygiene, will be addressed in the new 
dental legislation. 

While the legislation is still at the early stages of preparation, considerable work has been 
undertaken in formulating the policy to underpin it.  It is intended to make provision allowing 
for certain designated allied dental health professions, including dental hygienists, to work 
without being supervised by a dentist once they are working within their scope of practice.
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08/10/2019WRN05600Voluntary Sector Funding

08/10/2019WRN05700302. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if further funding for staffing at a 
service (details supplied) under a programme will be provided; if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that this rural centre is further from hospitals specialising in this treatment; if cor-
respondence will be reviewed regarding same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41031/19]

08/10/2019WRN05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The funding of voluntary organisations is 
provided through Section 39 funding and through the National Lottery scheme, both of which 
are administered by the HSE.  As such, I have referred your question to the HSE for direct reply.

08/10/2019WRN05900Nursing Homes Support Scheme Review

08/10/2019WRN06000303. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health if the review of the pricing 
system for long-term residential care facilities, as recommended in the review of the fair deal 
scheme, will be published; if an independent appeals mechanism within the fair deal scheme to 
provide third party recourse for nursing home providers that fail to agree a fee with the NTPF 
and in an effort to bring greater transparency to the fair deal pricing mechanism will be intro-
duced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41037/19]

08/10/2019WRN06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Nursing Homes 
Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as Fair Deal, is a system of financial support 
for people who require long-term residential care. Participants contribute to the cost of their 
care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost. The Scheme aims 
to ensure that long-term nursing home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that 
people are cared for in the most appropriate settings.

The Report of the NHSS Review published in 2015 identified a number of issues for more 
detailed consideration, including a review of the pricing mechanism used by the NTPF, with a 
view to:

- Ensuring value for money and economy,  with the lowest possible administrative costs for 
clients and  the State and administrative burden for providers;

- Increasing the transparency of the pricing mechanism  so that existing and potential inves-
tors can  make as informed decisions as possible; and

- Ensuring that  there is adequate residential capacity for those residents with more complex 
needs.

A Steering Group was established to oversee and manage the pricing review. The Steering 
Group is chaired by the NTPF and includes representatives from the Department of Health and 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. As part of its work on the review the NTPF 
sought various inputs including external expertise and stakeholder engagement to inform the 
review. These inputs were considered in detail. It is recognised that any change to any part of 
the Scheme must be considered in terms of the short- and long-term impact on the viability of 
the Scheme and accessibility of long-term residential care in general. It is therefore important 
that the relevant issues are considered thoroughly. 

The NTPF has now completed its report and the Steering Group has completed its consid-
eration of it, the report has been submitted by the NTPF to the Department. It is now being 
reviewed by this Department and any recommendations included in the report will be appraised 
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before publication.

08/10/2019WRN06200Medicinal Products Reimbursement

08/10/2019WRN06300304. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if the age restriction will be 
removed in respect of the FreeStyle Libre device in order that it is available to all persons with 
type 1 diabetes; the weighting percentages to be used in the decision making process in the 
health technology assessment by the HSE that will be given to factors (details supplied); if the 
reimbursement dataset will specifically cover only current HSE funded users of the FreeStyle 
Libre device; if not, if the health technology assessment review will compare total blood glu-
cose strip usage spend year on year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41045/19]

08/10/2019WRN06400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRN06500Cancer Screening Programmes

08/10/2019WRN06600305. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the reason his Department de-
nies the existence of the email sent by a person (details supplied) on 27 March 2019 to the Of-
fice of the Taoiseach regarding speaking notes on the CervicalCheck delay in the results of tests 
crisis; and the reason his Department refused to release it to a journalist under the Freedom of 
Information Act 2014. [41052/19]

08/10/2019WRN06700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Given that there may be some misunder-
standing regarding this issue, I want to clarify to the Deputy that the email in question does not 
concern the CervicalCheck IT issue which emerged in July this year and which related to tests 
undertaken at the Quest Diagnostics laboratory in Chantilly.  

The email referred to by the Deputy relates to an earlier issue. In November 2018, the HSE 
became aware of an issue with Quest laboratories in relation to the usage, outside the manufac-
turers recommended timeframe, of a number of tests used for secondary HPV testing. Approxi-
mately 4,500 women required a retest. 

There was an initial delay in the establishment of the required IT systems to allow for the 
results of these 4,500 repeat smear tests to be reported and that is the issue referred to in the 
email referenced by the Deputy. That issue was the subject of media coverage and was also 
referred to in weekly reports which are published online. The HSE advised my Department on 
2 April that the issue was resolved.  

I would like to clarify that the release of the email was not refused.  However, it is acknowl-
edged that this email should have been released in response to a request received by my Depart-
ment under the FOI Act, which was one of over 470 FOI requests received by my Department 
this year, of which approximately 30 relate to CervicalCheck. Due to an administrative error, 
the particular email was not found in the search for documents which was undertaken in re-
sponse to the FOI request in question. I can confirm my Department has now liaised with the 
requester, has apologised for the omission and has provided him with this additional document.

08/10/2019WRN06800Hospital Appointments Delays
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08/10/2019WRN06900306. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork will be seen by a consultant psychiatrist at St. Columcille’s Hospital, 
Loughlinstown; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41054/19]

08/10/2019WRN07000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

08/10/2019WRO00200Nursing Staff

08/10/2019WRO00300307. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of the transfer of a person 
(details supplied). [41056/19]

08/10/2019WRO00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

08/10/2019WRO00500Hospital Consultant Data

08/10/2019WRO00600308. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of vacant consultant 
positions, temporary and full time in Galway University Hospital; when such positions will be 
filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41058/19]

08/10/2019WRO00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

08/10/2019WRO00800Nursing Homes Support Scheme Data

08/10/2019WRO00900309. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing placement under the fair deal scheme at the end of September 2019; the average wait time; 
the length of time waiting by local health area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41059/19]

08/10/2019WRO01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

08/10/2019WRO01100Hospital Facilities
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08/10/2019WRO01200310. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the status of the refurbish-
ment works at Kanturk Community Hospital, Kanturk, County Cork; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41072/19]

08/10/2019WRO01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive recently pub-
lished its Capital Plan for 2019-2021. The plan includes capital funding for the Community 
Nursing Unit programme and also sets out the current status of all projects within the pro-
gramme, including the refurbishment and extension of Kanturk Community Hospital, County 
Cork.

The Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastruc-
ture projects and has advised that the project is currently at design stage. The planning applica-
tion for the extension to Kanturk Community Hospital was lodged with Cork County Council 
in August. 

It is important to recognise that all capital development proposals must progress through a 
number of approval stages, in line with the Public Spending Code, including detailed appraisal, 
planning, design and procurement, before a firm timeline or funding requirement can be estab-
lished.

The delivery of capital projects is a dynamic process and is subject to the successful comple-
tion of the various approval stages, which can impact on the timeline for delivery.  

08/10/2019WRO01400HSE Reports

08/10/2019WRO01500311. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if the annual national sepsis 
report will be published as a matter of urgency; if not, the reason for the delay; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41081/19]

08/10/2019WRO01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE National Sepsis Programme car-
ries out important work to support the implementation of the National Sepsis Clinical Guide-
line, by bringing a focus on sepsis awareness and the promotion of early recognition of sepsis.  

As you are aware, the HSE National Sepsis Programme publishes a sepsis report every year 
and organises an annual “Sepsis Summit”, which brings together healthcare providers, patients 
and carers. 

As the publication of the HSE National Sepsis Outcome report is a service matter your ques-
tion has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

08/10/2019WRO01700HSE Reviews

08/10/2019WRO01800312. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health the weighting percentages to 
be used as part of the upcoming HSE FreeStyle Libre review decision making process that will 
be given to criteria (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41086/19]

08/10/2019WRO01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.
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08/10/2019WRO02000Medicinal Products Reimbursement

08/10/2019WRO02100313. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health if the reimbursement dataset 
specifically will cover only current HSE funded users of the FreeStyle Libre device; if not, if 
the Health Technology Assessment review will compare total blood glucose strip usage spend 
year on year [41087/19]

08/10/2019WRO02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRO02300Disabilities Assessments

08/10/2019WRO02400314. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health when additional resources will 
be provided to reduce delays in providing assessments and follow-up services for children in 
counties Cavan and Monaghan under the assessment of needs requirements; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [41106/19]

08/10/2019WRO02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

08/10/2019WRO02600National Dementia Strategy

08/10/2019WRO02700315. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if a pre-budget 2020 submis-
sion made by an organisation (details supplied) in respect of the need to improve resources 
for dementia care will be given consideration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41108/19]

08/10/2019WRO02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The implementation of the 2014 National 
Dementia Strategy is being led by the National Dementia Office in the HSE, which has made 
substantial progress in developing evidence-based care pathways for people with dementia. Ac-
tions are being implemented progressively as resources allow and Dormant Accounts funding is 
allowing a number of key projects to proceed. The HSE is working with key partners, including 
the Alzheimer Society of Ireland, to implement specific elements of the Strategy, including the 
Understand Together awareness campaign and the attendant community activation programme.  

With regard to the specific pre-budget submission referred to by the Deputy, the quantum of 
services to be provided by the HSE in 2020, including services for dementia, will be considered 
as part of the National Service Planning process.

08/10/2019WRO02900Hospital Waiting Lists Data

08/10/2019WRO03000316. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 807 of 6 September 2019, if he will request that the children’s health Ireland monthly 
update reports on scoliosis related surgeries and waiting lists will include the number of patients 
under 16 transitioned to MMUH for first OPD spinal review appointment; the number of pa-
tients from the surgery list of Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, Crumlin referred to MMUH; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [41118/19]



8 October 2019

153

08/10/2019WRO03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The information requested by the Deputy 
is currently being collated by officials in my Department, and will be provided to the Deputy 
directly as soon as it becomes available.

08/10/2019WRO03200Health Services Provision

08/10/2019WRO03300317. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health his plans to meet patient 
demand and reduce public eye care waiting lists which are growing year on year with waiting 
times of up to two years now standard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41133/19]

08/10/2019WRO03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRO03500Home Help Service Eligibility

08/10/2019WRO03600318. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if a service for a person (details 
supplied) will be re-instated. [41151/19]

08/10/2019WRO03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

08/10/2019WRO03800Psychological Services

08/10/2019WRO03900319. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of 
child psychology services across all of north County Kildare; the vacant posts at locations and 
the timeline within which they are planned to be filled; if there are temporary leave absences 
and attendant plans to recruit a temporary replacement to fill such gaps; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41152/19]

08/10/2019WRO04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

08/10/2019WRO04100Animal Disease Controls

08/10/2019WRO04200320. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will examine the possibility of vaccinating hares to protect them from the deadly RHD2 virus 
which has been detected in a number of counties. [40681/19]

08/10/2019WRO04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am aware of 
the emergence of RHD2 virus in hares and my Department is currently engaging with relevant 
stakeholders to determine the most appropriate response to this disease.

08/10/2019WRO04400Beef Industry

08/10/2019WRO04500321. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
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steps he is taking to implement the provision in the agriculture motion adopted by Dáil Éireann 
on 26 September 2019 to implement the recommendation to the Oireachtas Joint Committee on 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine by the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission 
of 28 May 2019 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40780/19]

08/10/2019WRO04600322. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he is taking to implement the provision in the agriculture motion adopted by Dáil Éireann 
on 26 September 2019 to request the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission un-
der section 10(4) of the Competition and Consumer Protection Act 2014 to carry out a market 
study and analysis on the nature and scale of consumer and beef farmer issues in the beef mar-
ket and make recommendations, as appropriate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40781/19]

08/10/2019WRO04700351. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he is taking to implement the provision in the agriculture motion adopted by Dáil Éireann 
on 26 September 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40779/19]

08/10/2019WRO04800352. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he is taking to implement the provision in the agriculture motion adopted by Dáil Éireann 
on 26 September 2019 to ensure that his Department convenes a cross-sector implementation 
group to establish a publicly owned and controlled national beef supply blockchain; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40782/19]

08/10/2019WRO04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 321, 322, 351 and 352 together.

All of the issues raised by the Deputy will be examined in the context of the Beef Task Force 
which I have recently established to oversee the implementation of the beef sector agreement 
which was reached on 15th September.  This taskforce will be independently chaired by Mi-
chael Dowling and is comprised of representatives from my Department and relevant agencies, 
as well as key beef sector stakeholders.  The Task Force will have its inaugural meeting next 
week.  

In relation to specific issues raised which are already being progressed:

My Department, along with Bord Bia, has been working with the EU Commission to ex-
plore the implications and options to develop a PGI application for Irish grass fed beef, and will 
continue to do so.

EU Directive 2019/633 on unfair trading practices in business to business relationships in 
the agricultural and food supply chain (UTP Directive) entered into force on 30 April 2019. 
EU Law requires that the Directive must be transposed into national law by 1 May 2021. An 
inter-departmental working group was established earlier this year made up of officials from my 
Department and the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (DBEI). This working 
group is currently finalising a stakeholder consultation process which will invite submissions 
from interested parties on the transposition and enforcement of the UTP Directive.

As part of the Beef sector agreement of 15th September, the following Initiatives aimed at 
improving information along the supply chain will include the commissioning of:

- an independent review of market and customer requirements, specifically in relation to the 
four in-spec bonus criteria currently in operation in the Irish beef sector;

- an independent examination of the price composition of the total value of the animal, in-
cluding the fifth quarter, along the supply chain; and
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- a summary of competition law issues as relevant to the Irish beef sector. 

08/10/2019WRO05100Brexit Supports

08/10/2019WRO05200323. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
funding for Brexit related initiatives available from his Department; the funding that has been 
drawn down to date in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40522/19]

08/10/2019WRO05300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The following 
table shows the funding and current state of play for Brexit related initiatives:

Title of Scheme   Details   Take up (as of 30 Sept. 2019)   
Agriculture Cash Flow Support 
Loan Scheme

Developed in co-operation with 
the Strategic Banking Corpora-
tion of Ireland (SBCI)Funding of 
€150mCash flow support facility, 
providing farmers with a low cost, 
flexible source of working capital-
loan amounts up to €150,000 for 
up to six years at an interest rate 
of 2.95%Scheme closed.

Approximately 4,246 applications 
to the value of €145mAverage 
loan size of €34,127Average loan 
period of 41 months

Brexit Loan Scheme Joint DAFM/DBEI/Dept. of 
Finance/SBCI SchemeFunding of 
€300mOperable 28 March 2018 to 
31 March 2020 Loans of €25,000 
to €1,500,000 per eligible enter-
priseMaximum interest rate of 4%, 
ranging from 1 year to 3 yearsAt 
least 40% available to food busi-
nesses Unsecured loans up to 
€500,000

738 applications approved 194 
loans progressed to sanction at 
bank level Total value of sanc-
tioned loans is €43.5m35 (with a 
value of €9.18m) relate to food 
businesses

Future Growth Loan Scheme Joint DBEI/DAFM SchemeFund-
ing of €300m available since 17 
Apr 2019Available to Irish busi-
nesses, including farmers and the 
agri-food  & seafood sectorsAp-
plications submitted through the 
SBCI since 17th April 2019

1,283 applications approved 270 
loans progressed to sanction at 
bank levelTotal value of sanc-
tioned loans is €43.8m 151 (with a 
value of €16.7m) relate to farmers 
and to 22 food businesses worth 
€5.9M

Beef Exceptional Aid Measure 34,517 eligible applications re-
ceived. A further 560 applications 
have been submitted under appeal 
from applicants that have been 
deemed ineligible but who have 
requested to be considered for 
inclusion in the scheme. Payments 
are scheduled to commence in 
December 2019.

€78,192,380 in potential payments 
(not including allocations to the 
560   appealed applications)Aver-
age payment €2,265

In addition to the above supports, I have introduced a range of other measures over the 
last two budgets to assist the agri-food sector in preparing to address the challenges posed by 
Brexit.  These include: 

- Direct aid to farmers;

- Capital funding for the food industry;

- Supports for Bord Bia and Teagasc to assist food companies prepare for Brexit including 
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through market diversification and innovation.

In addition, I have led an intensified series of trade missions to develop and grow new mar-
kets to increase the sector’s global footprint across the world, and to reduce our dependence on 
the UK market.  I have appointed Attaches throughout the globe to further develop and deepen 
market access.

And, of course, our practical preparations for all potential scenarios, including a no-deal 
Brexit, continue to be progressed and refined through the whole-of-Government coordination 
structures that have been in place for some time.

08/10/2019WRO05400Agriculture Scheme Eligibility

08/10/2019WRO05500324. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on correspondence (details supplied) regarding the BEAM scheme and the eligi-
bility of farmers that had animals sent for slaughter to plants located in Northern Ireland; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40524/19]

08/10/2019WRO05600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The definition 
of eligible animal in the terms and conditions of the scheme https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/
farmerschemespayments/beam/ ) defines eligible animals as follows:

Eligible animal   shall mean those bovine animals identified on AIM (Animal Identification 
and movement system) at midnight on 29 July 2019 as either those aged over 12 months pre-
sented to a slaughtering establishment approved under the European Communities (Food and 
Feed Hygiene) Regulations (SI 432 of 2009) in the period 24 September 2018 to 12 May 2019 
inclusive, and/or those beef breed female animals with progeny born in the year 2018, which 
were sired by a beef breed bull. 

In the first instance, the case made to the European Commission for an exceptional aid 
package for Irish beef farmers was based on the price reduction in Ireland, over the period of 
September 2018 to March 2019. The price received for export of animals to Northern Ireland 
was not included in this analysis. A clear link was required between the analysis supplied to the 
Commission in support of the package and the subsequent scheme notified to the Commission 
once that package was granted.

In devising a framework for the Scheme, a key aim was to ensure that the Scheme would be 
as easy to apply for and to administer as possible in order to minimise the burden on applicants 
and ensure the money could be paid out as quickly as possible in light of the financial difficul-
ties being experienced. To this end, the scheme was designed around ensuring all eligibility cri-
teria could be verified rapidly from the Department records.  The Deputy should be aware that 
my Department only has access to records on the AIM system of animals slaughtered in Ireland. 

An Appeals system is available under the scheme.  Details of this can be found on the Terms 
and Conditions document for the scheme on the Dept of Agriculture Food and the Marine web-
site: https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmerschemespayments/beam/.

08/10/2019WRO05700Agriculture Scheme Eligibility

08/10/2019WRO05800325. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of persons selected for remote sensing eligibility inspection that submitted 
applications to the 2019 basic payment scheme and-or the 2019 areas of natural constraint 
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scheme; the timeline for issuing payments under both schemes to those that have been selected 
for such inspections; the reason such inspections are yet to take place in some instances in view 
of the fact the deadline for the schemes was in May 2019; if he has explored carrying out such 
inspections in the period immediately after such scheme deadlines in order to ensure that pay-
ments are not delayed till late autumn; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40525/19]

08/10/2019WRO05900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): EU regula-
tions governing the administration of the Basic Payment Scheme, the Areas of Natural Con-
straints Scheme and other area-based schemes require that full and comprehensive administra-
tive checks, including Ground or Remote Sensing (Satellite) inspections where applicable, are 
fully completed to ensure eligibility with the various schemes requirements before any pay-
ments issue. There are certain minimum numbers of inspections that must take place annually 
under the various schemes. 

The method of selecting of cases for inspection is set down in EU regulations and is under-
taken by means of a risk analysis process with cases being selected on a risk and random basis.  
All cases to be selected for inspection must be eligible beneficiaries under the various schemes. 
Therefore the selection of cases for inspection, while commencing after the closing date for 
receipt of applications, i.e. 15th May, is an on-going process so as to ensure this specific regula-
tory requirement is adhered to. 

My Department accepted late applications up to 9th June 2019, with a penalty deduction. 
Furthermore, as amendments to applications could be accepted by my Department up to 9th   
June, and allowing for the Preliminary Checks process whereby applicants could amend their 
application further up to 19th June as a result of issues notified to them by my Department, the 
details of the land to be subject to the inspection process cannot be finally established until these 
periods have elapsed.    

The process of a Remote Sensing inspection involves a comprehensive review of the satel-
lite imagery received at two stages during the year, and also the assessment of additional imag-
ery, where required, to ensure that the actual claimed area in the application form corresponds 
to the area farmed by the applicant, that the crop types are as claimed and that ineligible land 
or features are not included for payment purposes. The governing regulations further prescribe 
that where it is not possible to make an accurate determination on the eligibility of a parcel or 
parcels of land by means of an assessment of the available imagery, a field visit must be under-
taken to verify the position on the ground. 

Some 6,840 applicants have been selected for a Remote Sensing inspection in respect of the 
various 2019 area-based schemes. As of 7th October my Department had received inspections 
results in respect of 62% of these cases for final processing. Of these cases over 78% have been 
finalised and processed to payment stage to date. Where an over-declaration in area is identified 
as part of the inspection process, officials in my Department will be in contact with the appli-
cant. The issuing of the ANC payment is also subject to other checks in addition to land eligi-
bility, e.g. stocking density and stock retention, which must be met before payment can issue. 

My Department continues to finalise the outcome of Remote Sensing inspections on a daily 
basis to ensure that payments due are issued as quickly as possible. 

08/10/2019WRO06000Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Payments

08/10/2019WRO06100326. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when the first instalment of an ANC payment will issue to a person (details supplied); and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [40550/19]

08/10/2019WRO06200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion under the 2019 ANC Scheme was received from the person named on 14 March 2019.   

Under the 2019 ANC Scheme, eligible applicants are required to meet a minimum stocking 
density of 0.15 livestock units for a retention period of seven consecutive months and to main-
tain an annual average of 0.15 livestock units calculated over the twelve months of the scheme 
year.

Payment under the ANC Scheme has not issued to the person named as, at this stage, the 
holding concerned has not satisfied the Scheme’s minimum stocking density requirements.

Twice weekly payment runs under the 2019 ANC scheme are currently taking place to en-
sure that payments issue to applicants as soon as possible once they have satisfied their require-
ments under the scheme.  

08/10/2019WRO06300Agriculture Scheme Payments

08/10/2019WRO06400327. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if an 
area aid payment for a person (details supplied) will be expedited; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40551/19]

08/10/2019WRO06500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2019 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraints Schemes application on 
the 21st March 2019. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require 
that full and comprehensive administrative checks, including, in some cases, remote sensing 
(i.e. satellite) inspections, be completed before any payments issue. 

The application of the person named was selected for a Remote Sensing land eligibility 
inspection. This inspection has now been completed and the results have been processed to 
finalisation. Payment due under Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme will issue shortly to the 
nominated bank account of the person named.

08/10/2019WRO06600Agriculture Scheme Applications

08/10/2019WRO06700328. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when an 
application will be processed for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40556/19]

08/10/2019WRO06800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2019 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraints Schemes application on 
the 26th April 2019. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that 
full and comprehensive administrative checks, including, in some cases, remote sensing (i.e. 
satellite) inspections, be completed before any payments issue. 

The application of the person named was selected for a Remote Sensing land eligibility 
inspection. This inspection has now been completed and the results have been processed to 
finalisation. Payment due under the Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme will issue shortly to 
the nominated bank account of the person named.
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08/10/2019WRO06900Fishing Industry

08/10/2019WRO07000329. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if mussel seed fishing will be granted in Cromane, County Kerry (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40560/19]

08/10/2019WRO07100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I must ad-
vise the Deputy that he appears to have been misinformed on mussel seed fishing activities 
in Castlemaine Harbour, Co. Kerry.  Records on file in the Department show that fishing was 
permitted to take place in each of the years from 2014 to 2018 with the sole exception of 2016.  

EU environmental legislation, namely the Birds and Habitats Directives, provides protec-
tion for certain species, birds and habitats Ireland has designated approximately 80 marine Na-
tura 2000 sites primarily located in coastal bays and estuaries where sea-fishing activities may 
occur.  Castlemaine Harbour includes two Natura 2000 sites.  

Mussel seed fishing is subject to a prior consent process; accordingly any mussel seed fish-
ing which may impact on Natura 2000 sites must undergo screening for and, if necessary, ap-
propriate assessment to determine if the activity will have a significant adverse impact on the 
features of the Natura 2000 site.  In order to assess the potential impact, the local fishing in-
dustry is invited to submit a Fisheries Natura Plan for assessment and consideration.  The most 
recent Plan was undergoing assessment in 2016.  Further details on the assessment and plan 
process can be found online at: http://www.fishingnet.ie/sea-fisheriesinnaturaareas/

In August a survey by Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM) of the Castlemaine Harbour identified a 
seed bed overlapping with an area indicated as “unsuitable for fishing” in the Fisheries Natura 
Plan.  As this area had been previously deemed unsuitable for fishing by industry it had not been 
the subject of screening for appropriate assessment in the first instance.  The local industry was 
invited, if it wished, to have this area considered for fishing activity, to submit an amendment 
to the Fisheries Natura Plan to be screened and, if necessary, undergo appropriate assessment.  

With assistance from BIM, the amendment was submitted to my Department on 17 Sep-
tember and referred to the Marine Institute for screening.  The results of the screening report 
identified that the characteristics of the seed bed fall within the parameters of the Appropriate 
Assessment that was carried out on the Fisheries Natura Plan in 2016 and that a further assess-
ment of the amendment to the Plan was not necessary.   Accordingly, I adopted the amendment 
to the Plan and I directed that the reasons for this decision and the related documents be pub-
lished online.  The effect of this is that fishing will be permitted, subject to certain conditions. 

It is important that the Deputy is aware that the process described above has been taking 
place for a number of years and that my Department and the marine agencies have been work-
ing closely with the industry representatives in Castlemaine Harbour to manage the fishing 
activities effectively with regard to the Natura 2000 requirements.

08/10/2019WRO07200Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme

08/10/2019WRO07300330. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the status 
of an application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40570/19]

08/10/2019WRO07400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named applied for the Animal Welfare, Safety and Nutrient Storage Scheme under TAMS II 
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tranche 11 and was approved by letter dated 6 March 2019.  The works in question are required 
to be completed by 6 March 2020. 

This approval was issued subject to compliance with the Terms and Conditions of the 
Scheme which  state that the lease must have 5 years to run from the date of final payment. Fol-
lowing a desk check, it was discovered that the lease did not meet with these requirements and 
the person named was requested to regularise the situation, in order to ensure that payment can 
issue when the approved works have been completed. 

08/10/2019WRO07500Livestock Issues

08/10/2019WRO07600331. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
relevant document will be reviewed in order that only one importer is recorded in one trans-
action to protect the GDPR rights of each importer in relation to the movements of livestock 
manures and the way in which they are recorded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40574/19]

08/10/2019WRO07700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
Good Agricultural Practice for the Protection of Waters Regulations 2017 (S.I 605 of 2017) 
farmers are required to maintain records of all organic fertilisers moved onto or off their hold-
ing.

The Department of Agriculture made available a form which provides the option to record 
up to three movements of organic fertilisers (livestock manures) and this was originally in-
tended to allow for convenience if there is more than one transaction to the same destination 
on different dates.  However, in light of current data protection legislation,  the form has been 
reviewed and an updated version allowing only one entry has been published on the DAFM 
website.

08/10/2019WRP00200Departmental Staff Data

08/10/2019WRP00300332. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 2102 to 2107 of 23 July 2019, the most recent fig-
ure for the number of positions that remain to be filled in a hard Brexit scenario as provided in 
his correspondence (details supplied). [40588/19]

08/10/2019WRP00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Focussing on 
immediate initial requirements in the area of East-West import controls for UK product into Ire-
land and the export of a limited range of agri-food products to the UK, in the event of a no-deal 
Brexit on October 31st, my Department will have 240 staff resources available across a range 
of disciplines in both front line control and back-up administrative spheres. 

As of this week, a total of 148 new staff resources have been recruited by my Department. In 
addition, 66 resources are designated for assignment through internal redeployment of staff. My 
Department has also signed contracts with 31 Private Veterinary Practitioners (PVPs) for the 
provision of services to supplement the resources to be deployed in Dublin and Rosslare ports. 

My Department will continue to keep staffing requirements under review in response to 
ongoing developments.  
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08/10/2019WRP00500Fishing Industry Data

08/10/2019WRP00600333. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
estimated amount of mussel seed available for fishing in the waters of the State in each of the 
years 2016 to 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40612/19]

08/10/2019WRP00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord Iascaigh 
Mhara (BIM) undertake surveys of areas with potential to or a history of mussel seed settlement 
each year. Arising from these surveys estimates are made of the findings of the areas which have 
been surveyed. BIM generally publishes the survey reports on its website at the following link 
- http://www.bim.ie/our-publications/aquaculture/ 

I will forward the Deputy’s question to BIM for attention as appropriate.

08/10/2019WRP00800Fishing Industry Data

08/10/2019WRP00900334. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
location of mussel seed beds; the specific restrictions that apply in each area, such as the closed 
fishery in a location (details supplied) or other impediments to the fishing or transportation of 
mussel seed such as the detection of parasites; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40613/19]

08/10/2019WRP01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord Iascaigh 
Mhara generally publishes reports of surveys of seed beds that it undertakes, including of the 
area in question, on its website: www.bim.ie 

EU environmental legislation, namely the Birds and Habitats Directives, provides protec-
tion for certain species, birds and habitats.  Member States are required to designate areas of 
their territory for protection as part of an overall European network; the sites of these areas are 
the so-called Natura 2000 network.  In Ireland, Natura 2000 sites are identified for designation 
by the National Parks & Wildlife Service under the responsibility of the Minister for Culture, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht.  Ireland has designated approximately 80 marine Natura 2000 sites 
primarily located in coastal bays and estuaries where sea-fishing activities may occur.  Castle-
maine Harbour, near Cromane in Co. Kerry, includes two Natura 2000 sites.  

Mussel seed fishing is subject to a prior consent process; accordingly mussel seed fishing 
which may impact on Natura 2000 sites must undergo screening for and, if necessary, appropri-
ate assessment to determine if the activity will have a significant adverse impact on the features 
of the Natura 2000 site.  In order to assess the potential impact, the local fishing industry is in-
vited to submit a Fisheries Natura Plan for assessment and consideration.  The most recent Plan 
underwent assessment in 2016. 

Under the rules of the Fisheries Natura Plan for Castlemaine, up to two-thirds of the seed 
biomass identified by survey may be fished. The balance is reserved as prey for protected sea-
birds.  Fisheries Natura Declaration No. 1 of 2017 (Castlemaine Harbour) sets out the rules 
which specifically apply to fishing for mussel seed there.  Further details on the assessment and 
plan process can be found online at: http://www.fishingnet.ie/sea-fisheriesinnaturaareas/

08/10/2019WRP01100Fishing Industry Data

08/10/2019WRP01200335. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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the amount of mussel seed fished here in each of the years 2016 to 2018; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40614/19]

08/10/2019WRP01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Sea-Fish-
eries Protection Authority (SFPA) is statutorily responsible for the collation of data on catch 
and landing records for sea-fisheries including the mussel seed fishery. The SFPA is indepen-
dent in the performance of its functions. 

I will forward the Deputy’s question to the SFPA for attention as appropriate. 

08/10/2019WRP01400Fishing Industry Data

08/10/2019WRP01500336. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
estimated amount of mussel seed available for fishing in waters in Northern Ireland in each of 
the years 2016 to 2018 according to his departmental advice or records; the amount fished in 
each of those years; if his attention has been drawn to restrictions that apply to the beds; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40615/19]

08/10/2019WRP01600339. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the restrictions on the amount of mussel seed allocated to aquaculture farms in Northern Ire-
land that can be fished in Irish waters; the process by which such allocation is controlled; if it 
is linked to the total available mussel seed resource in Northern Ireland; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40618/19]

08/10/2019WRP01700340. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he or his officials has an input into the way in which the relevant authority in Northern Ireland 
limits the total amount of mussel seed allocation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40619/19]

08/10/2019WRP01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 336, 339 and 340 together.

Total allocations for aquaculture farms in Northern Ireland, estimates of amounts of mussel 
seed in Northern Ireland waters, the amounts fished and the regulation of fishing activities of 
such mussel seed are a matter for the authorities there. 

Restrictions on mussel seed fishing activity in Irish waters may be subject to regulations 
from time to time and, in line with other sea-fishing activities, regulated by relevant fishing 
authorisations to eligible sea-fishing boats.  

08/10/2019WRP01900Fishing Industry Data

08/10/2019WRP02000337. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
total allocation of mussel seed by him in 2018, by aquaculture sites located here, excluding the 
Foyle area, Northern Ireland, and the Foyle area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40616/19]

08/10/2019WRP02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The data re-
quested by the Deputy is currently being compiled and will be forwarded directly to him as 
soon as possible. 
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08/10/2019WRP02200Common Fisheries Policy

08/10/2019WRP02300338. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the definition of the joint management of mussel stocks; if it is still in operation; the legislative 
basis for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40617/19]

08/10/2019WRP02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I assume that 
the Deputy is referring to the all-island basis for management of the mussel seed fishery in 
conjunction with the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs in Northern 
Ireland (DAERA NI) and the cross-border Loughs Agency.  

The context for this has been the longstanding voisinage   arrangements which provide for 
reciprocal access to waters for fishing in the area from the baselines out to six nautical miles 
around the coast of the State and Northern Ireland.  The EU Common Fisheries Policy regula-
tions and the Sea Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006, as amended, provide a legisla-
tive basis for management of sea-fisheries.   

  Questions Nos. 339 and 340 answered with Question No. 336.

08/10/2019WRP02700Fishing Industry

08/10/2019WRP02800341. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a vessel from the UK and Northern Ireland needs to hold an allocation of mussel seed given by 
him to an aquaculture site here in order to fish legally under the Sea Fisheries (Amendment) 
Act 2019; if such a vessel will be permitted to fish an allocation of mussel seed given to it by 
an authority in Northern Ireland in the territorial waters of the State; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40620/19]

08/10/2019WRP02900342. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
vessel from the UK and Northern Ireland will be permitted to fish an allocation of mussel seed 
given to it by an authority in another part of the UK such as Wales to fish mussel seed in the 
territorial waters of the State under the Sea Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2019; if a fishing vessel 
owned by a Welsh company will meet the criteria of owned and operated in Northern Ireland to 
fish an allocation under the 2019 Act; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40621/19]

08/10/2019WRP03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 341 and 342 together.

The Sea Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2019 amends section 10 of the Sea Fisheries and Mari-
time Jurisdiction Act.  The relevant excerpt from the legislation is as follows:

““10. (1) Subject to section 9 and subsection (2), a person on board a foreign sea-fishing 
boat shall not fish or attempt to fish while the boat is within the exclusive fishery limits unless 
he or she is authorised by law to do so.

(2) A person who is on board a sea-fishing boat owned and operated in Northern Ireland 
may fish or attempt to fish while the boat is within the area between 0 and 6 nautical miles as 
measured from the baseline (within the meaning of section 85) if, at that time, both the person 
and the boat comply with any obligation specified in subsection (3) which would apply in the 
same circumstances if the boat were an Irish sea-fishing boat.

(3) The obligations referred to in subsection (2) are the following:
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(a) an obligation under the Sea-Fisheries Acts 2003 to 2019 or regulations made under those 
Acts;

(b) an obligation under the Fisheries Acts 1959 to 2019 or regulations made under those 
Acts;

(c) an obligation contained in regulations made under section 3 of the European Communi-
ties Act 1972;

(d) an obligation under a provision of the treaties of the European Union, or a provision of 
an act adopted by an institution of the European Union, an institution of the European Com-
munities or a body competent under those treaties;

(e) an obligation specified in a policy directive given by the Minister under section 3(2)(b) 
of the Act of 2003;

(f) such other obligation as the Minister may specify in regulations under section 3.

(4) A person who contravenes subsection (1) commits an offence.”

Accordingly, only sea-fishing boats which meet the requirements set out in the legislation 
may legally fish in the area subject to the legislation.  As I put on record during the passage of 
the legislation through the Oireachtas, I understand that the authorities in Northern Ireland have 
and do license their vessels to fish for mussel seed and apply terms and conditions just as is the 
case for Irish sea-fishing boats which engage in the same form of fishing.  

08/10/2019WRP03200Fishing Industry

08/10/2019WRP03300343. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the basis for an effective pooling of the mussel seed resource of the State in a system of joint 
management with a state that has no mussel seed resource in relation to a judgment (details sup-
plied); the basis in law for a process which facilitates alienation of Irish mussel seed resource 
to the benefit of aquaculture sites in the UK; if he has sought the advice of the Attorney Gen-
eral on the matter; and if not, his plans to do so; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40622/19]

08/10/2019WRP03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Irish sea-fish-
ing boats are authorised to fish for mussel seed within the exclusive fishery limits of the State 
under s. 13 of the Sea-Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006. Persons on board vessels 
owned and operated in Northern Ireland are permitted to fish for mussel seed in the waters 
within 0 to 6 nautical miles of the baseline under s. 10(2) of the 2006 Act, as amended by the 
Sea-Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2019. 

 I am advised that these provisions form the legislative basis for the regulation and manage-
ment of the natural resource in accordance with the requirements of Article 10 of the Constitu-
tion and the judgment of the Supreme Court in Barlow & Ors -v- Minister for Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine & Ors [2017] I.R. 440.  No person, including the operator of an aquaculture site 
in the State or in Northern Ireland, may be authorised to fish for mussel seed in these waters 
other than in accordance with these provisions. Extensive advice has been sought from the Of-
fice of the Attorney General on the interpretation of the requirements of the Barlow judgment.  

08/10/2019WRP03500Fishing Vessel Licences
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08/10/2019WRP03600344. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the definition of the term owned and operated in Northern Ireland in relation to fishing vessels; 
the way in which is it defined in Irish law; if the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority and the 
Naval Service will take responsibility to ensure foreign vessels are licensed in accordance with 
EU regulations as adopted by the control authorities for Irish vessels in cases in which foreign 
vessels are operating in the territorial waters of Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40624/19]

08/10/2019WRP03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Regard-
ing Northern Ireland fishing boats, I assume that the Deputy is referring to the Sea Fisheries 
(Amendment) Act 2019.  I am advised that terms used within legislation generally derive the 
meaning from the context within which they are used in the relevant legislation and within the 
context of the Interpretation Act.  During the passage of that Act through the Oireachtas and in 
response to queries from members of the Houses,  I put on record that there is a specific register 
for Northern Ireland boats. 

The matters raised concerning the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority and the Naval Service 
appear to be operational matters for the Authority itself.  

08/10/2019WRP03800Brexit Issues

08/10/2019WRP03900345. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
there are concerns regarding food imports in the event of a no-deal Brexit; if so, if his Depart-
ment has identified certain food products that may be vulnerable in such a scenario; if mitiga-
tion plans have been drawn up for such a scenario; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40666/19]

08/10/2019WRP04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Brexit poses 
enormous challenges for the agri-food and fisheries sectors by virtue of their exposure to the 
UK market. In 2018, almost 46%, or €4.4 billion, of total agri-food imports across a wide range 
of product categories, came from the UK.  

A no-deal Brexit will add costs, delays and complexity all along the food supply chain, but 
Ireland will continue to import food from the UK post-Brexit.  The decisions regarding what 
food is imported from the UK are a matter for traders. These decisions will be informed by a 
range of factors including, but not limited to, the prevailing currency exchange rates, tariffs and 
consumer demand.    

While every effort is being made to prepare and put in place mitigation measures, we can 
expect, at least in the initial period post-Brexit, that tariffs and checks and controls will be dis-
ruptive to trade with the UK. I can assure the Deputy that no-deal preparations have the high-
est priority in my Department and that I and my officials are continuing to work to minimise 
disruption in so far as we can.

08/10/2019WRP04100Dairy Sector

08/10/2019WRP04200346. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans for the greater use of dairy futures markets as a tool to allow farmers to hedge against 
volatile prices. [40682/19]

08/10/2019WRP04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Futures mar-
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kets are used successfully in other regional dairy markets such as the United States and New 
Zealand. The 2016 report of the Agriculture Markets Task Force to Commissioner Hogan noted 
that futures markets could play a role, among other instruments, in managing volatility, but 
found that they were underdeveloped in the EU dairy sector compared to, for instance, the cere-
als sector. 

Such initiatives typically have a long lead in time to gain industry and stakeholder accep-
tance as a viable way to mitigate volatility, and that the driving force behind any such futures 
market development in the EU and Ireland must be industry-led. 

I have previously facilitated discussion on a range of volatility management mechanisms. 
I am aware of the work which has already taken place in the Irish dairy sector, including the 
introduction of fixed price contracts and futures contracts, to allow primary producers to hedge 
against volatility. I would encourage industry players to continue with this important work. 

08/10/2019WRP04400Common Agricultural Policy Reform

08/10/2019WRP04500347. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of recent CAP reform discussions at recent EU Agriculture Council meetings with respect 
to current European tools for price intervention in the dairy sector; and if a potential review of 
intervention prices which should reflect average production costs was discussed. [40683/19]

08/10/2019WRP04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): On 1 June 
2018, the Commission published its proposals for the CAP post-2020.  The proposals included 
a Regulation to amend a number of existing Regulations, including (EU) No. 1308/2013 estab-
lishing a common organisation of the markets in agricultural products.   

Key proposed amendments to the current CMO Regulation include recalculating aid for the 
school milk schemes; moving articles dealing with sectoral interventions and the crisis reserve 
into the new CAP Strategic Plan Regulation; delete obsolete provisions applying to the sugar 
sector and export refunds; and, amendments relevant to the wine and olive oil sectors.  The 
Commission’s proposal does not suggest any changes to the market interventions such as public 
intervention or aid for private storage.

At the Agri-Fish Council in November 2018, Agriculture Ministers held a policy debate on 
the current market support measures and their effectiveness in previous years.  While there were 
differing views, on the basis of discussions, it was determined that many Member States did not 
wish to seek major changes in the CMO Regulation.  

From Ireland’s perspective, I welcome the Commission proposals as it maintains the current 
suite of market interventions.  It is important that we maintain a strong framework to underpin 
market stability and protect producers.  

Discussions on market support measures have not taken place at the Agri-Fish Council since 
November last year.  The Finnish Presidency considers the proposed amending CMO Regula-
tion to be broadly stable, with the exception of further technical discussions to take place on 
wine labelling issues.  Further discussions on the CMO proposals have not been scheduled at 
this time. 

08/10/2019WRP04700Forestry Sector

08/10/2019WRP04800348. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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the status of an application by a company (details supplied); the nature of the process; if all 
stakeholders are consulted on the application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40691/19]

08/10/2019WRP04900364. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an application by a company (details supplied); the nature of the process; if all 
stakeholders are consulted on the application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41030/19]

08/10/2019WRP05000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 348 and 364 together.

The Forestry Programme 2014 – 2020 includes supports for the establishment of new forest 
roads, to aid maintenance, thinning and felling a forest plantation.   The scheme ensures that 
forest roads are constructed to a certain standard.  Consent to construct a forest road is granted 
by way of licence.

All applications for forest road licences must be submitted by a registered forester on behalf 
of the applicant.  This particular application was submitted by the company named on behalf 
of the applicant in April this year.  Applications for forestry licences, including forest roads, 
are advertised on my Department’s website for a period of 30 days to provide for public con-
sultation.  During this time, interested parties may make a submission on an application.  A site 
notice is erected at the entrance or proposed entrance to the site. The relevant prescribed bodies 
were advised of this application according to the criteria for referral to public bodies and invited 
to make a submission should they choose to do so.  This process occurs in tandem with public 
consultation.  Submissions received from members of the public or from prescribed bodies are 
reviewed by the District Forestry Inspector.

My Department is required to carefully vet all applications for forestry licences, with regard 
to their potential impact on the surrounding environment, habitats, archaeological monuments, 
on the social aspects of the proposal and to ensure that the proposal meets the required stan-
dards.  The application referred to by the Deputy is still undergoing this process as the applicant 
decided to shorten the length of road.  Any such modifications to an application will put the 
process on hold until the changes are finalised.  Revised documents have been received and are 
being reviewed by the District Inspector. 

Once a decision is made, it will be advertised on my Department’s website.  If approval is 
given, construction of the road cannot begin until after 28 days from the date of the decision.  
This is to allow for any appeals from either the applicant or third parties.

08/10/2019WRP05100Parking Charges

08/10/2019WRP05200349. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
castle (details supplied) should charge for parking for wheelchair users; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40695/19]

08/10/2019WRP05300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Ownership of 
Johnstown Castle Estate transferred to Teagasc under the Agriculture (Research, Training and 
Advice) Act, 1988.  

Accordingly, the issue raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for Teagasc and I have 
therefore requested Teagasc to consider the matter and respond directly to the Deputy. 
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08/10/2019WRP05400Rural Environment Protection Scheme Applications

08/10/2019WRP05500350. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
all overdue farm payments dating back to 2013 will issue to a person (details supplied); and if 
the matter will be expedited. [40728/19]

08/10/2019WRP05600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): This refers to 
an application under the Rural Environment Protection scheme (REPS).  

Officials in my Department will carry out a review of the case and they will be in direct 
contact with the person named as soon as possible following this examination. 

  Questions Nos. 351 and 352 answered with Question No. 321.

08/10/2019WRP05900Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme

08/10/2019WRP06000353. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of the project of roll out of the new areas of natural constraint; the way a land owner can 
make an application for inclusion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40802/19]

08/10/2019WRP06100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
current Rural Development Regulation (and subsequent amendments under the Omnibus Regu-
lation), Member States were required to change the approach to the designation of land under 
the Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme.  Previously, my Department had been identifying eli-
gible areas using a range of socioeconomic indicators such as family farm income, population 
density, percentage of working population engaged in agriculture and stocking density.  It was 
a requirement that from 2019, eligible areas must instead be designated using a defined list of 
bio-physical criteria such as slope, soil texture, soil rooting depth, soil moisture and drainage.  

The ANC redesignation process was completed in December 2018 and the vast majority 
of land which was previously eligible under the ANC Scheme has remained eligible under the 
new approach.  An additional 2,000 townlands became eligible to be considered for payment 
under the new approach and are eligible to receive a payment for the first time under the 2019 
ANC scheme. 

Some 700 townlands which would have previously been eligible are no longer eligible un-
der the new designation.  Farmers in townlands which are now no longer eligible under the new 
designation will receive a degressive phasing out payment in 2019 and 2020.

My Department wrote to all farmers holding ANC lands advising them of the status of these 
lands under the 2019 ANC scheme and advised of their right to appeal this position.  Where a 
farmer notified my Department of their wish to make such an appeal, they have been provided 
with all relevant information in relation to the data underpinning the status of the specified 
townland in order that an appeal to the independently chaired Appeals Committee can be based 
on full information.  

Farmers wishing to partake in the 2019 ANC scheme were required to submit their applica-
tions for the scheme via the Department’s online Basic Payment Scheme application facility.  
Applications were required to be submitted by the 15th   of May 2019.  

Payments under the 2019 ANC scheme commenced, on schedule, during the week com-
mencing 16th September 2019 with 79,000 farmers being paid €168.5 million.  This was an 
increase of 2,000 farmers on the opening payments in September 2018.  In accordance with 
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the amendments to the scheme as required under EU regulations, this payment represented an 
advance payment at a rate of 85%.  The issue of the 15% balancing payment will commence in 
December of this year.  

Overall funding for the scheme has been increased by €23million bringing the total overall 
budget for the scheme up to €250m. Payments continue on a twice weekly basis for cases which 
successfully fulfil the scheme eligibility criteria. To date some 84,000 farmers have received 
payments totalling €180m.

  Question No. 354 withdrawn.

08/10/2019WRP06200Farm Waste Disposal

08/10/2019WRP06300355. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to change regulations on spreading chicken slurry here; if the same chicken slurry can be 
imported under current guidelines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40843/19]

08/10/2019WRP06400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The applica-
tion of organic fertiliser to land is regulated by SI 605 2017 (The good agricultural practice for 
the protection of water regulations) which is the responsibility of the Department of Housing, 
Planning and Local Government. My Department has issued a code of good practice for poul-
try farmers which sets out legal obligations and good practice in relation to the management of 
poultry litter.

The Nitrates Regulations will be reviewed in 2021 and the nutrient content of all livestock 
manures will be considered as part of that review.

Poultry litter is a category 2 animal by-product and, therefore, persons intending to land-
spread poultry litter (end-users) are obliged to comply with the requirements of the European 
Animal By-Products Regulations (EC Regulation No 1069/2009 and Commission Regulation 
142/2011), S.I. 187 of 2014 and the European Communities (Good Agricultural Practice for 
the Protection of Waters) Regulations when it comes to the use of poultry litter as an organic 
fertiliser.

Once the product meets the standards and requirements of the Regulations and the condi-
tions set by the Minister, the import and export between EU Member States is allowable. Until 
Brexit has been finalised, it will be unclear as to the issues that may arise in relation to importa-
tion from Northern Ireland.

08/10/2019WRP06500Beef Industry

08/10/2019WRP06600356. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to Parliamentary Question No. 1374 of 6 September 2019, the breakdown of the 
herdowners that purchased cattle in a mart and then slaughtered them within 30 days of the sale 
in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, by category (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40857/19]

08/10/2019WRP06700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Deputy 
will find the requested information relating to Farm, Factory and Dealer herds in the following 
table. 

The data in relation to controlled finishing units (feedlots) is being compiled at present and 
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will be  forwarded to the Deputy once it is available. 

Sold Slaugh-
tered 
within 30 
Days

% FarmerH/
owner

Factory/
Abattoir

Dealer

Herds Animals Herds Animals Herds Animals
2016 1,584,494 121,574 7.7 1910 112,937 40 3,519 72 5,118
2017 1,659,757 132,377 8 1,834 122,367 32 3,239 75 6,771
2018 1,574,548 123,726 7.9 1,700 115,990 39 3,228 60 4,508
2019 (to 
29 Aug).

871,118 52,228 6 1,149 48,350 34 1,768 47 2,110

08/10/2019WRP06800Beef Industry

08/10/2019WRP06900357. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when the injunctions taken against farmers by a company (details supplied) will be of-
ficially lifted in view of the fact protesters have stepped away from all factory gates; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40858/19]

08/10/2019WRP07000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): This is a mat-
ter for the companies concerned.  

However, it has been confirmed to my Department that, as per the terms of the agreement 
reached on September 15th, all relevant legal actions have been withdrawn.

Full details of the agreement of 15th September are available on my Department’s website: 
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/farmingsectors/beef/Agreement15Septem-
ber170919.pdf 

08/10/2019WRQ00200Greyhound Industry

08/10/2019WRQ00300358. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if an 
investigation has been initiated into allegations of breaches of greyhound welfare as highlighted 
in the media (details supplied); the stage the investigation is at; the actions that have been iden-
tified from the investigation; and the enforcement actions and prosecutions that have resulted 
from same. [40884/19]

08/10/2019WRQ00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A number of 
serious concerns were brought to light by the programme in question. A series of legal notices in 
relation to the euthanizing of greyhounds are being enforced by my Department on a number of 
knackeries following the broadcasting of the programme.  In the case of the transporter identi-
fied in the programme, a letter of sanction has been sent to the said transporter in the aftermath 
of the Greyhound Board of Great Britain enquiry.

08/10/2019WRQ00500Common Agricultural Policy Negotiations

08/10/2019WRQ00600359. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the most 
recent proposals put forward at the EU Agriculture Council on the need to ensure there is no re-
duction in funding for CAP post 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40915/19]
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08/10/2019WRQ00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The European 
Commission has proposed, as part of the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) 2021-2027, 
that funding for the Common Agricultural Policy should be set at €365 billion.  This equates 
to a cut of approximately 5% to the CAP budget in the next MFF period 2021 - 2027.  I have 
previously stated that the proposed cut is unacceptable for Ireland.

Negotiations on the MFF proposals have commenced and are running in parallel to the CAP 
post-2020 negotiations. The MFF is a critical matter for all Member States and its agreement 
requires unanimity at the EU Council.  It is clear that there are divergent views among Member 
States on the appropriate level for the budget.  While some Member States (including Ireland) 
have indicated their willingness to increase their contributions once they contribute towards 
areas of added European value, there are others who feel equally strongly that the current pro-
posals, such as they are, are too costly.  

Brexit further compounds the budgetary issue, with some €12 billion per annum in UK net 
contributions being removed from the budget post-2020.  

I continue to work at building consensus among my agriculture colleagues in Europe with 
regard to maintaining the CAP budget. In May last year, I co-signed a Joint Memorandum in 
Madrid, which calls for the CAP budget to be retained at current levels for the EU 27 post-
2020.  The memorandum has been supported by up to 20 other EU Agriculture Ministers.  We 
will continue to work together on this issue as the negotiations for the CAP post-2020 and its 
budgetary allocations progress.

At the Council of Agriculture Ministers, I have consistently called for an adequate CAP 
budget to meet the increasing demands being placed on farmers in the context of the post-2020 
CAP proposals, for example, in achieving greater climate ambition. Indeed, I made this point 
most recently at the last Informal Council meeting in Helsinki on 24 September 2019. 

Ireland will continue to work closely with its EU colleagues to build a consensus around the 
need to fight for a strong CAP budget as the negotiations progress. 

08/10/2019WRQ00800Food Imports

08/10/2019WRQ00900360. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the estimated full-year cost of purchasing six extra trained food detector dogs; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40919/19]

08/10/2019WRQ01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment continuously reviews its various arrangements with regards to import control checks of 
which the use of food detector dogs is one part.  Whilst a possible expansion of our team of food 
detector dogs is under consideration, no formal decision has been taken in this regard.

Any purchase of trained food detection dogs would, of course, be subject to normal procure-
ment rules.

08/10/2019WRQ01100Ministerial Meetings

08/10/2019WRQ01200361. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of times in 2018 and to date in 2019 he has met with the CEO and-or equivalent 
from each State agency under the remit of his Department in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40920/19]



Questions - Written Answers

172

08/10/2019WRQ01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I regularly 
meet the CEOs of each of the State Bodies under my remit on a formal basis both bilaterally and 
in the context of policy and consultative committee structures such as the Foodwise 2025 com-
mittee, which I chair. I also meet them frequently on an informal basis at conferences, industry 
events and trade missions. 

I and my officials work closely with the State Bodies under my remit and they are repre-
sented at senior management level on relevant Stakeholders Committees and Interdepartmental 
Subgroups.

My officials are in regular contact with officials of each State Body and hold formal gover-
nance meetings throughout the year, as required by the Code of Practice for the Governance of 
State Bodies.

08/10/2019WRQ01400Organic Farming Scheme

08/10/2019WRQ01500362. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he is considering reopening the organic farm scheme to new entrants for specific com-
modity sectors that are in deficit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40994/19]

08/10/2019WRQ01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Organic 
Farming Scheme (OFS) is part of Ireland’s Rural Development Plan and has met all targets for 
the present programming period in terms of intake and area. 

A Strategic Review of the Organic Sector was carried out to assess the justification for re-
opening the OFS, looking to best economic and environmental outcomes. Based on this assess-
ment, the scheme was reopened in December 2018 for a limited period focusing on areas that 
are in deficit, namely organic horticulture, tillage and dairy. 

I have no plans, therefore, to reopen the current Organic Farming Scheme for applications 
but will review this position in light of the next CAP.  In this regard, I would encourage all 
stakeholders to engage with the current consultation process on the next CAP to make their 
views known on which types of schemes should be included. 

08/10/2019WRQ01700Agriculture Scheme Payments

08/10/2019WRQ01800363. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason a person (details supplied) has not received a headage payment; the steps that can be 
taken to rectify the problem; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41002/19]

08/10/2019WRQ01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion under the  2019 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme was received from 
the person named in my Department on 8th April 2019.

Processing of this application has recently been completed and a payment under the Area of 
Natural Constraints Scheme will issue shortly.

Payments under the Basic Payment Scheme are due to commence in mid-October.

  Question No. 364 answered with Question No. 348.
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08/10/2019WRQ02100Trade Missions Data

08/10/2019WRQ02200365. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the details of the expenditure relating to a promotional trip by Bord Bia to China in May 2019; 
the name of private sector companies included on the trip; the number of persons who travelled 
from each company; if the companies contributed to the cost of the trip; if so, the details of same 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41057/19]

08/10/2019WRQ02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): China is a 
hugely valuable market, already in our top three export destinations for Irish pork and dairy, 
and with a strong reputation in terms of our seafood offering. As part of my 2019 Trade Mission 
schedule, I led a week-long extensive Government agri-food trade mission to China in May of 
this year. 

While there I was delighted to see at first hand the real enthusiasm of Chinese trade buyers 
and consumers for Irish beef, dairy and pigmeat, and the innovative ways in which these qual-
ity products can be adapted to suit Chinese cuisines and consumer tastes. There is real evidence 
that Irish companies are further gaining an even stronger foothold in the Chinese market, from 
which they can grow and develop further.

The Chinese market also represents a significant opportunity for the Irish sheep sector, and 
during my meeting with Vice Minister Zhang Jiwen of the General Administration of Customs 
(GACC), I took the opportunity to discuss the process for sheepmeat. During the meeting we 
obtained an agreement for an inspection visit to progress sheepmeat access, and this visit took 
place in August. The Vice Minister also agreed an accelerated process for inspection and regis-
tration of a further tranche of beef plants. 

Fifteen Irish agri-food companies participated in the trade mission. Some of these were 
pigmeat and beef companies exhibiting at Sial Shanghai food fair, while others were dairy 
company representatives from Irish companies based in China. However, due to commercial 
sensitivities, it would not be appropriate to name these companies. All expenses, including 
travel and hotel costs, were covered directly by the companies in question.

08/10/2019WRQ02400Food Exports

08/10/2019WRQ02500366. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on the announcement by the United States of America that it will begin applying 
WTO tariffs on certain EU goods beginning 18 October 2019 which will result in tariffs on Irish 
exports of butter, cheese, milk, yoghurt, pork and liqueurs; the discussions he has had with the 
US authorities, other member states and the Commission in this regard to ensure that this does 
not take place; the discussions with Irish companies that will be impacted by these tariffs; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [41150/19]

08/10/2019WRQ02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As a small, 
open exporting economy, Ireland is sensitive to any change in global trading conditions. The 
imposition of tariffs by the U.S. authorities will therefore pose significant challenges for Irish 
exporters of agri-food products to the US. 

I am deeply disappointed to see the level of tariffs proposed, particularly as they come as a 
result of a WTO Dispute to which Ireland is not a party. Irish products including cream liqueurs 
and cordials, butter, cheeses and pork products will be subject to the 25% tariff.  
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Since the beginning of this dispute, and in particular since the US released their first list of 
prospective goods to be tariffed in April 2019, my Department has been in regular contact with 
our colleagues in the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation  (DBEI), the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT), and industry representatives. 

DBEI (which leads on trade matters for Ireland) wrote to all relevant parties outlining the 
process that interested parties could use to engage with USTR in relation to their proposed tariff 
list. In parallel, we have highlighted our concerns at EU level as well as at appropriate bilateral 
engagements with US interlocuters in Dublin and Washington. The US authorities have been 
made aware of the disproportionate impact on Ireland of these tariffs, relative to other EU mem-
ber states, primarily through our Embassy in Washington.  

Ireland and the EU have underlined the point that mutual retaliation is in neither side’s inter-
est and have proposed to the US that we negotiate a fair and balanced outcome that would end 
this dispute, and are prepared to engage immediately. In tandem, Ireland’s lobbying at political, 
diplomatic and official levels continues. 

08/10/2019WRQ02700Waste Disposal Charges

08/10/2019WRQ02800367. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to introduce an allowance for adults with incontinence and who are 
dependent on social welfare to offset the increase in bin charges introduced under the pay by 
weight scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40527/19]

08/10/2019WRQ02900376. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to introduce a refuse waiver for persons with disabilities; the specific 
GDPR obstacles in respect of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40608/19]

08/10/2019WRQ03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 367 and 376 together.

Since mid-2017, a range of charging options have operated, which encourage household-
ers to reduce and separate their waste. This provides flexibility to waste collectors to develop 
various service-price offerings that suit different household circumstances. Mandatory per ki-
logramme ‘pay by weight’ charging was not introduced.  A Price Monitoring Group (PMG) 
was established in mid-2017 to monitor the on-going cost of residential waste collection to 
homeowners across Ireland as the ‘flat-rate structure’ was being phased out. While fluctuations 
in prices and service offerings have been observed, the overall trend has been relative price 
stability. 

My Department has engaged with relevant stakeholders, including representative organisa-
tions and the HSE, in an effort to see how best to provide a financial support to persons with 
long-term incontinence with respect to the disposal of medical incontinence wear. 

A number of models of delivery have been explored, but challenges arose in all options. 
Significant personal data concerns, under the new GDPR arrangements, were raised in one case. 
My Department has been examining this issue in detail; however, there are complex issues at 
play in this area, which are understandable given the sensitive nature of the medical data in 
question.

08/10/2019WRQ03100Inland Fisheries Stocks
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08/10/2019WRQ03200368. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the position regarding the large amount of fish being reported as unrecogni-
sable as normal fish (details supplied) in the north east; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40597/19]

08/10/2019WRQ03300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Following reports of salmon returning to Norway and Scotland with a skin disease 
in spring 2019, Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) have been proactive in relation to this issue as 
regards Irish rivers and waters.

IFI issued an alert on 17th June 2019, informing anglers that small numbers of salmon 
showing signs of bleeding and skin ulceration were also being observed returning to Irish riv-
ers and appealed to anglers and fishery owners to report any incidences of affected salmon 
encountered. Anglers and fishery owners were asked to report incidences of salmon with rash 
like symptom to help determine the scale of the problem nationally.

I am advised by IFI that salmon first began appearing in Irish rivers with these symptoms in 
early June and by mid-June, there were reports of fish with ulceration in at least six rivers, both 
on the east and west coast of Ireland. 

The affected salmon show signs of bleeding, ulceration and haemorrhaging mainly along 
the area on the belly of the fish and on the head and the tail. Secondary fungal infection can 
set in and be fatal. IFI advised that until the cause of the disease was determined and the risk 
of spreading the disease established, affected salmon should not be removed from the water. 
Anglers who captured salmon with these symptoms were advised to follow normal biosecurity 
procedures and disinfect tackle, waders and equipment.

IFI set up a dedicated email (salmon.symptoms@fisheriesireland.ie) for anglers to report 
any incidence of diseased salmon encountered in Irish rivers and provide photographs. Anglers 
were also advised to contact Inland Fisheries Ireland’s 24 hour confidential hotline number 
on 1890 34 74 24 or 1890 FISH 24 in this regard. Inland Fisheries Ireland collaborated with 
the Fish Health Unit in the Marine Institute in Galway and provided, for disease testing, a live 
salmon with symptoms of the disease captured in the upstream trap from the National Salmonid 
Index Catchment on the river Erriff. 

A freshly caught salmon with disease symptoms was also provided from the river Lee for 
disease testing. Salmon were also collected from the River Boyne by IFI staff and given to spe-
cialist fish veterinary group in Galway for examination. No responsible disease was identified 
in any of these samples that could explain the symptoms observed in Irish and other salmon.

The vast majority of reports of disease salmon were from June and July with small numbers 
of reported incidences since that time. Analysis also suggests that the number of fish which died 
from the disease was small with east coast rivers such as those in the North East appearing to 
be most affected. 

Given the international dimension to the issue, IFI scientists consulted with their colleagues 
in Norway and Scotland since early June in an effort to establish the cause of the disease. To 
date no laboratory in Europe has definitively identified the cause of the disease symptoms ob-
served although it is thought that there may be some link to a change in salmon diet at sea and a 
related vitamin deficiency which is being investigated further as a possible contributing factor. 

In this context, an IFI scientist will attend an international workshop in Norway shortly and 
present the available information on the disease outbreak in Ireland. The workshop will cover 
exchange of observations and knowledge about the disease between countries, results of dis-
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ease testing and the identification of knowledge gaps and potential future collaboration.

08/10/2019WRQ03400Inland Fisheries Regulation

08/10/2019WRQ03500369. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the way in which the process of appropriate certification from a professional en-
gineer works in terms of Inland Fisheries Ireland instream enhancement works; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40576/19]

08/10/2019WRQ03600370. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when the process of appropriate certification from a professional engineer works 
in terms of Inland Fisheries Ireland instream enhancement works became part of policy; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40577/19]

08/10/2019WRQ03700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 369 and 370 together.

As outlined in reply to a number of previous Questions, planning is a matter for the planning 
authorities and planning requirements are set out in the various Planning Acts and regulations. 
As also previously outlined, the EU Habitats Directive and recent case law has reinforced the 
need for strict adherence to environmental requirements. 

Before awarding public funds, Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) seeks to ensure that due dili-
gence in ascertaining the planning status of projects is exercised by the project promoters (in-
cluding IFI). 

Applicants for works projects involving the disbursement of public funds are, in the first 
instance, required to ascertain whether any proposed works require planning permission from 
the relevant Planning Authority. This can be done with relative ease via a pre planning meet-
ing with the Planning Authority or appropriate certification from a professional Engineer. IFI 
policy, in this regard, supports compliance by all project promoters with the requirements of the 
Appropriate Assessment (AA) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) processes envisaged under 
the EU Habitats Directive particularly where planning consultation is required. Therefore, in 
common with other public bodies, IFI accepts the certification of the professional Engineers, 
acting for works project applicants, that planning permission is not required.

08/10/2019WRQ03900Inland Fisheries Ireland

08/10/2019WRQ04000371. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the reason the instream enhancement project carried out in Trim, County Meath, 
in September 2018 by the OPW in connection with the local Inland Fisheries Ireland eastern 
region Drogheda section and supervised by the Trim anglers did not require planning from the 
local authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40578/19]

08/10/2019WRQ04100372. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on whether it is best practice for Inland Fisheries Ireland’s technical 
instream supervision for the OPW to be carried out by members of a local angling club; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40579/19]

08/10/2019WRQ04200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 371 and 372 together.
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I understand that the project in question was delivered by the Office of Public Works (OPW) 
under legislation appropriate to that body and was undertaken following a request from the 
local angling club. In that context, the delivery of these works is a matter for the OPW and as-
sociated planning issues are also a matter for OPW in conjunction with the relevant Planning 
Authority. 

I can confirm that Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI), in discussion with OPW and in line with 
the agreement between OPW and IFI, assisted in the selection of habitat appropriate materials 
for the project. 

I also understand that OPW assign professionally qualified staff to supervise works they un-
dertake and undertake supervision in a diligent and responsible manner. I am advised that OPW 
consider requests from local stakeholders to observe the progress of project works. 

The shared agreement between IFI and the OPW specifically identified that a small number 
of proposals could be examined annually within the Environmental River Enhancement Pro-
gramme in the context of river enhancement. The Agreement also envisages the involvement of 
local clubs and I support any strategy to involve local stakeholders where feasible.

08/10/2019WRQ04400Inland Fisheries

08/10/2019WRQ04500373. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will consider making instream design and delivery services to the OPW a 
priority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40580/19]

08/10/2019WRQ04600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I refer the Deputy to the reply to Question No. 750 of 11 June 2019.

The Office of Public Works (OPW) is responsible for delivering Ireland’s statutory drainage 
objectives. It is an existing priority for my Department and Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) that, 
in line with our statutory remit, the advice and guidance to OPW under agreement between the 
bodies seeks to ensure that these objectives are achieved with an appropriate focus as regards 
protection of fishery habitats and resources. 

IFI and OPW currently work under a shared agreement, signed in 2018. I understand that 
the OPW published ‘Environmental Guidance: Drainage Maintenance & Construction’ in 2019. 
The aim of this document is to help OPW Drainage Maintenance staff to carry out their activi-
ties in an environmentally sensitive and sustainable manner, and where relevant to implement 
this guidance for construction works. IFI continues to support OPW in this regard. 

08/10/2019WRQ04700Air Pollution

08/10/2019WRQ04800374. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the steps he will take to address the concerns of the EPA regarding the rising 
levels of pollution and the failure to meet health-related guidelines in this area as set out by the 
World Health Organisation; his views on the recent EPA report which states that air pollution 
is responsible for an estimated 1,180 premature deaths each year; his strategy to address the 
serious public health issue of rising levels of pollution; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40603/19]

08/10/2019WRQ04900375. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his strategy for dealing with rising levels of nitrogen dioxide caused by transport 
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emissions in urban areas and the serious risk it poses to public health; his views on the progres-
sive steps that several EU countries and cities are taking to address emissions by making public 
transport free to encourage persons to use private vehicles less; if he will consider same in the 
near future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40604/19]

08/10/2019WRQ05000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 374 and 375 together.

With regard to air pollution levels, including nitrogen dioxide caused by transport emissions, 
I refer the Deputy to my reply to Question No. 450 of 1 October. The position is unchanged.

Questions in relation to the cost of public transport should be directed to the Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport.

  Question No. 376 answered with Question No. 367.

08/10/2019WRQ05300Energy Prices

08/10/2019WRQ05400377. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he or his officials have examined proposals to give the Commission for Regula-
tion of Utilities additional powers to ensure that savings in gas and electricity prices are passed 
on to customers; if he will provide an overview of the current regulatory framework for both 
wholesale and retail energy markets; the national and EU legislation in this area; and if there are 
proposed EU regulations being discussed to regulate gas and electricity prices for consumers. 
[40677/19]

08/10/2019WRQ05500378. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he or his officials examined proposals to empower the Commission for Regula-
tion of Utilities by the use of price caps for gas and electricity prices as other jurisdictions have 
availed of; and the details of work ongoing in this area. [40678/19]

08/10/2019WRQ05600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 377 and 378 together.

The regulatory framework for the Irish electricity market is mainly contained in the Elec-
tricity Regulation Act, 1999, as amended. This has been amended inter alia to reflect successive 
EU energy regulation legislative packages. In this regard, the EU Energy acquis, including the 
recently negotiated Clean Energy Package, continues to shape the design, operation and regula-
tion of the Irish electricity and gas wholesale and retail markets. 

In line with those packages, responsibility for the regulation of the electricity and gas mar-
kets in Ireland is solely a matter for the statutory independent energy regulator, the Commission 
for Regulation of Utilities (CRU), which was assigned responsibility for the regulation of the 
electricity market following the enactment of the Electricity Regulation Act, 1999. 

Consistent with European energy regulation policy, the electricity and gas markets in Ire-
land are commercial, liberalised, and competitive. The CRU ended its regulation of retail mar-
ket prices for electricity in 2011 and for gas in 2014. The position of successive Governments is 
that competitive energy markets result in greater choice for consumers and businesses, in terms 
of suppliers, products and prices. Government policy on energy costs is focused on support-
ing the competitive market to drive down prices and supports for energy efficiency. Data from 
approved price comparison sites, Bonkers.ie, Switcher.ie and Power to Switch.ie show that 
consumers can make significant savings by switching energy suppliers. A reversion to regula-
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tory electricity and gas retail market price controls would not be consistent with either national 
or EU energy regulatory policy. Accordingly any such proposals for the CRU in that regard are 
not being considered.

As part of its statutory functions, including under SI 630/2011, the CRU carries out various 
market monitoring and reporting functions in association with its responsibility to ensure that 
the market operates competitively for the benefit of the consumer. Under the SI, the CRU may 
take actions that it considers necessary to ensure that final customers benefit from competition 
in the supply of electricity and gas. It also published two reports in this regard in 2017, in line 
with an action in the 2015 Energy Policy White Paper. The first report was a consumer focussed 
assessment of the development of competition in retail markets and its impact on prices . The 
CRU then followed up with an analysis of energy supply costs to understand the drivers for 
changes in supply costs and increase transparency around these costs. 

As the Deputy is aware, the CRU is accountable to a committee of the Oireachtas for the 
performance of its functions.

08/10/2019WRQ05800Ministerial Meetings

08/10/2019WRQ05900379. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the date for his forthcoming meeting with the chief executives of the ESB and 
Bord na Móna to set out a future direction for a power station (details supplied) following the 
refusal of planning by An Bord Pleanála; when he last held a meeting with each chief executive 
on the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40783/19]

08/10/2019WRQ06000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I met the Chief Executives of ESB and Bord na Móna on 26 July 2019 following the 
An Bord Pleanála decision with regard to West Offaly Power Station. My officials are in ongo-
ing contact with both companies as options are evaluated. I intend to meet with the CEOs of 
both companies in the coming period.

A Just Transition for regions impacted by climate change is an integral part of the Climate 
Action Plan. In response to the challenges arising from the exit from peat extraction for energy 
consumption, a whole of Government response is being prepared to ensure a Just Transition for 
the Midlands and the for Bord na Mona employees impacted. 

08/10/2019WRQ06100National Broadband Plan

08/10/2019WRQ06200380. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will report on the challenge to the map of the national broadband plan; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40789/19]

08/10/2019WRQ06300381. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will report on the state aid issues which have been raised with regard to the 
national broadband plan; if these issues are related to the provision of a subsidy in an area in 
which a commercial service is in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40790/19]

08/10/2019WRQ06400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 380 and 381 together. 

As a State intervention, the National Broadband Plan must comply with the requirements of 
the European Commission’s Guidelines on the application of the State aid rules to broadband 



Questions - Written Answers

180

networks. 

The Guidelines require, amongst other things, that Member States carry out a detailed map-
ping exercise and public consultation process in particular to identify as far as reasonably pos-
sible those areas where intervention is required.

Since July 2013, the Department has engaged in an ongoing and extensive process of map-
ping and monitoring of broadband availability in Ireland. This has been supported by a number 
of public consultations from 2014 to date. This process has included a review of operator net-
works in line with the assessment criteria published in 2015.

The Department recently consulted publicly to close the ongoing mapping exercise, seeking 
submissions from operators who wish to have their existing high speed broadband networks or 
who have developed plans to invest in high speed broadband networks over the next 7 years to 
be included on the Department’s High Speed Broadband Map. That consultation closed on 30 
September.

In addition, the Department has identified approximately 46,000 premises in commercial 
areas of the Map where high speed broadband services have not materialised and have sought 
information in relation to these or other similar premises from operators or the public.

As part of the consultation, over 180 submissions have been received from a variety of 
stakeholders, including 30 from large and small telecoms operators, and the remainder from 
local authority broadband officers and members of the public.

Operator submissions will be assessed against the Department’s published assessment cri-
teria. Operators submitting planned investments were required to sign a declaration that they 
would enter into a Commitment Agreement with the Department if their plans satisfied the as-
sessment criteria and were accepted by the Department as being concrete and credible.

Following the conclusion of the Department’s assessment, the non-confidential versions of 
all submissions will be published, as soon as possible, on the Department’s website together 
with the outcome of the assessment.

The outcome of the consultation will form part of the continuing engagement of the Depart-
ment with DG Competition as part of the compliance with State Aid Rules.

08/10/2019WRQ06600Electric Vehicles

08/10/2019WRQ06700382. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the grants available to service station owners nationally to enable them to 
develop high speed 100 kWh electric car fast charging points at their service stations; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40796/19]

08/10/2019WRQ06800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Climate Action Plan, published in June, sets out a range of actions to support the 
delivery of charging infrastructure for electric vehicles. These actions include developing the 
electric vehicle charging network necessary to support the growth of EVs and set a target for 
the supply of infrastructure to stay sufficiently ahead of demand.

Businesses, including service stations, can already avail of accelerated capital allowances 
for the purchase and installation of electric vehicle charging infrastructure. This enables busi-
nesses to invest in energy efficient equipment, including electric charging infrastructure, and 
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write down the cost of such equipment in the year of purchase rather than over 8 years. 

Projects that involve the provision of fast charging were eligible to apply under the first call 
for applications by the Climate Action Fund. ESB ecars were successful in this process and 
will receive up to €10m support for the development of the public charging network including 
new fast chargers - many of which may be located at service stations. As set out in the Climate 
Action Plan, the provision of fast chargers will be eligible to apply under the next call for ap-
plications under the Climate Action Fund.

The Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government is in the process of transpos-
ing the latest revisions to the Energy Performance in Buildings Directive which, by March 2020 
at the latest, will set the following requirements:

- New residential buildings (and those undergoing major renovation) with more than ten 
parking spaces will be required to install ducting to provide for the future installation of charge 
points in all parking spaces.

- New non-residential buildings (and those undergoing major renovation) with more than 
ten parking spaces will be required to install at least one charge point and ducting to provide for 
the future installation of charge points in at least one in every five parking spaces.

- From 2025, all non-residential buildings with more than twenty parking spaces will be 
required to install a minimum number of charge points.

08/10/2019WRR00200Energy Schemes Data

08/10/2019WRR00300383. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the status of an SEAI deep retrofit scheme application by persons (details 
supplied); when approval will issue for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40825/19]

08/10/2019WRR00400384. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the status of the 302 applications to the SEAI deep retrofit scheme 2019 after 
it was reopened; when these applicants can expect approval for same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40826/19]

08/10/2019WRR00500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 383 and 384 together.

The Deep Retrofit Pilot Scheme was launched in 2017 as a time bound pilot to investigate 
the challenges and opportunities of deep retrofit in Ireland. The scheme closed for applications 
on 19th July in line with the published Application Guidelines. 

The scheme is funded by my Department and operated by the SEAI. The Pilot provides 50% 
funding for energy upgrades to an A BER rating with 95% funding provided for low-income 
households. The total budget for the scheme this year is €10 million – double the amount spent 
on the scheme last year. Almost €2m has been paid in grants under the scheme to date in 2019.

As Minister, I have no function in relation to individual applications or the approval of 
applications. However, the SEAI has informed my officials that it has been in contact with all 
Service Providers in relation to their applications. Homeowners should contact their Service 
Provider directly for updates on project status. SEAI have further informed my Department that 
they expect to have cleared all applications within 4/5 weeks, depending on turnaround time 
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with Service providers in relation to queries on elements of their applications.

While the Deep Retrofit Pilot is now closed to new applications, a number of other grants 
for energy efficiency works remain available. Further information on the grants available from 
SEAI can be found on their website. Since 2000, over 400,000 homeowners have received di-
rect support under these schemes to improve the energy efficiency of their properties. This year 
€100 million has been allocated to these schemes.

The Government’s Climate Action Plan commits to reviewing and redesigning the existing 
grant schemes to ensure alignment with Government climate objectives and value for money. 
The Plan also sets an ambitious target of 500,000 energy efficiency retrofits by 2030. Achieve-
ment of this target will be supported by the Project Ireland 2040 allocation of €3.7 billion as 
well as the range of measures identified in the Plan.

I recently announced the establishment of a Retrofit Taskforce that will drive the achieve-
ment of this target. The Taskforce will oversee the development of a new national delivery 
model, which will group homes together, create easy pay back mechanisms and find smart 
financing. Development of the new model will be informed by the experience from existing 
schemes in Ireland as well as best practice in other jurisdictions. The first meeting of the Task-
force took place on 30 September.

08/10/2019WRR00700Energy Policy

08/10/2019WRR00800385. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when he plans to conduct a full review of energy security here; if this will include 
a new energy White Paper; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40881/19]

08/10/2019WRR00900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I have recently advised the House that I plan to conduct a review of energy security. 
This review will include consideration of the security of energy supply to Ireland’s households 
and businesses as we transition to a low carbon economy, which will also address what fossil 
fuels are required, and how they are sourced, during that transition.  There are no plans, at this 
time, to develop a new energy white paper. The Climate Action Plan, launched in June, sets out 
an ambitious course of action over the coming years to address climate disruption, including ac-
tions in the energy sector in relation to the further development of renewable energy technolo-
gies, in a pathway that would be consistent with a net zero carbon economy by 2050. 

08/10/2019WRR01000Energy Resources

08/10/2019WRR01100386. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he is planning to confirm plans with the European Commission this week to 
build gas import terminals here as a project of common interest that would allow the importing 
of fracked gas from the United States of America. [40904/19]

08/10/2019WRR01200391. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if he is planning to confirm plans with the European Commission this week to build 
gas import terminals here as a project of common interest that would allow the importing of 
fracked gas from the United States of America. [41035/19]

08/10/2019WRR01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 386 and 391 together.
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The Shannon LNG project is a private commercial project and any decisions on the future 
development of this project are matters for the project promoter. The project has been desig-
nated a “Project of Common Interest” on the previous three lists of Projects of Common Interest 
(i.e. it has been a “Project of Common Interest” since 2013).

EU Regulation 347/2013, which provides for the designation of a project of common inter-
est, does not override the requirement to comply with environmental law or to obtain the neces-
sary permits or consents. Final investment decisions for the Shannon LNG project and compli-
ance with any legal and regulatory requirements in relation to consents or permits, including 
environmental assessment, are the responsibility of the project promoter. Decisions on consents 
for the construction of an LNG plant would be a matter for the relevant consenting authorities.

At the decision making body meeting in Brussels on 4 October 2019 Ireland maintained 
its position on the inclusion of the Shannon LNG Project on the 4th PCI list as it enhances our 
energy security by increasing import route diversity. While supporting the project, Ireland also 
asked the Commission whether the implications of importing LNG to the European Union, 
from conventional and unconventional fracked sources, have been examined in terms of a sus-
tainable, secure and competitive European energy policy. We further stated that if this work has 
not been carried out, we believe that it should be undertaken at EU level. 

I will only consider supporting any future applications for EU Connecting Europe Facil-
ity (CEF) funding for LNG projects after a security of supply review has been completed and 
considered by the Government and by the Dáil, and only if these projects are consistent with 
national and EU climate policy objectives. 

The production, sourcing, buying and selling of natural gas produced outside this jurisdic-
tion would also be an operational matter for the undertakings involved. Any undertaking would 
be required to comply with EU law in this area. 

In relation to fracked gas in Ireland, the Petroleum and Other Minerals Development (Pro-
hibition of Onshore Hydraulic Fracturing) Act 2017 provides for the prohibition of exploration 
for and extraction of onshore petroleum by means of hydraulic fracturing. 

08/10/2019WRR01400Mobile Telephony Services

08/10/2019WRR01500387. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment his plans to quell health concerns regarding 5G roll out; the actions he will take to 
ensure that information is provided on the health impact of 5G roll out here; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40933/19]

08/10/2019WRR01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): 5G is the next generation of mobile communications and has the potential to deliver 
hugely enhanced connectivity. Ireland welcomes the benefits that the enhanced connectivity 
and technology will bring.    It is expected that 5G will be commercialised over the next few 
years. Rollout in Ireland is primarily a matter for private mobile network operators, operating 
on a commercial basis.

As Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment, I have policy responsi-
bility for matters pertaining to public exposure to non-ionising radiation. This is an area that is 
kept under review and earlier this year I assigned a new statutory function to the Environmental 
Protection Agency to provide general information to the public on matters pertaining to public 
exposure to non-ionising radiation, to monitor international scientific developments and pro-
vide independent advice to my Department in this area. Information is published on the EPA’s 
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website at www.epa.ie/radiation/emf.

Ireland’s policy in this area is informed by a substantial volume of internationally recog-
nised scientific research and evidence. This includes the guidelines set down by the Interna-
tional Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection, the ICNIRP. 

These guidelines provide scientifically-based exposure limits that are applicable to both 
public and occupational exposure from electromagnetic fields (EMF), including 5G. ICNIRP 
guidelines apply up to a frequency of 300 gigahertz (GHz), well above the maximum frequen-
cies being considered for 5G. ComReg, the independent telecoms regulatory authority, ensures 
that licensed mobile operators comply with their licence conditions and do not exceed ICNIRP 
guidelines. 

In 2015, the Irish Government commissioned a report by the National Institute for Public 
Health and the Environment of the Netherlands (RIVM). This was published in 2016 and is 
entitled “Electromagnetic Fields in the Irish Context”. It examined and synthesised existing 
peer-reviewed research into clear findings, with particular focus on the potential health effects 
of electric and magnetic fields arising from high voltage power lines, and electromagnetic fields 
from base stations for mobile communication. This report reaffirms the overall conclusion of 
an earlier 2007 report, “Health Effects of Electromagnetic Fields”, that there is insufficient 
evidence to establish a causal relationship between exposure to low-frequency electromagnetic 
fields and adverse health effects. 

08/10/2019WRR01700Renewable Energy Incentives

08/10/2019WRR01800388. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the date by end of 2019 he expects the first RESS auction to open for applications; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41008/19]

08/10/2019WRR01900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Climate Action Plan commits to 70% of electricity from renewable sources by 
2030. In order to deliver on the ambition set out in the Plan, my Department is developing the 
Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS). The RESS has been designed within a com-
petitive auction-based, cost effective framework and the scheme will provide for a renewable 
electricity (RES-E) ambition of 70% by 2030.   The terms and conditions of the first RESS auc-
tion are currently being drafted with the design of the first auction to be complete by the end of 
the year subject to the state aid notification process with the EU Commission. As outlined at the 
RESS Industry Briefing hosted by my officials on 13 September last, the qualification process 
will begin in December 2019 with participants being briefed on the auction and qualification 
procedures and the publication of the detailed timetable for the auction. The target date for the 
auction bidding process is June 2020.

In addition to the RESS, subsidy free renewable energy through corporate power purchase 
agreements provide a route to market for renewable project developers in the shorter term pro-
viding them with a real opportunity to boost Ireland’s renewable energy capacity in advance 
of the commencement of RESS. The Climate Plan commits to a 15% target for the renewable 
industry to develop projects through subsidy free corporate power purchase agreements. 

08/10/2019WRR02000Energy Regulation

08/10/2019WRR02100389. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
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Environment his views on whether the regulatory framework, including network development, 
operation and delivery plans for connecting renewable energy sources are adequate to deliver 
on the 2030 70% renewable electricity ambition and therefore reducing the cost of fines; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [41009/19]

08/10/2019WRR02200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The regulatory framework for the Irish electricity market is mainly contained in the 
Electricity Regulation Act, 1999, as amended.    This has been amended inter alia to reflect 
successive EU energy regulation legislative packages. In this regard, the EU Energy acquis, 
including the recently adopted Clean Energy Package, continues to shape the design, operation 
and regulation of the Irish electricity and gas wholesale and retail markets and the roles of the 
network operators and the independent regulator within the regulatory framework. The Clean 
Energy Package makes significant changes to the EU’s electricity regulatory policy and frame-
work to facilitate the transition away from fossil fuels towards cleaner energy. 

The Climate Action Plan sets a target of 70% for renewable electricity by 2030 to make Ire-
land a leader in responding to climate change. Implementation of the Climate Action Plan will 
be key to deliver this ambition. The Climate Action Plan notes that our 2030 decarbonisation 
ambition will require all sectors to step-up to achieve our EU targets. The Plan highlights the 
measures, actions, timelines and responsible organisations for delivery on these targets. 

The Plan highlights actions to deliver on regulatory streamlining of renewables and grid 
development, provisions for offshore renewables, route to market for renewable electricity gen-
eration, microgeneration and carbon capture and storage and identifies the associated legislative 
and regulatory actions within the regulatory framework that may be required. 

08/10/2019WRR02300Energy Policy

08/10/2019WRR02400390. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the percentage of revenue received from the income gained from the auction of al-
lowances the units which are used for emission’s trading (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [41010/19]

08/10/2019WRR02500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Revenue generated from the auction of allowances within the EU Emissions Trading 
System (ETS) is divided between EU member states, mainly based on their overall ETS emis-
sions as a proportion of total EU ETS emissions.  Receipts to Ireland from these auctions have 
totalled €367.3 million between 2013 and 2018.    Under the ETS Directive 2003/87/EC, at least 
50% of the revenue generated from auctions should be used by member states to finance specif-
ic climate and energy programmes. The EU Monitoring Mechanism Regulation, EU/525/2013, 
requires each member state to report on their use of such revenues.

While Ireland does not, in line with Exchequer expenditure policy, formally ring-fence ETS 
auction revenues for specific purposes, amounts equivalent to 100% of such revenue (less ETS 
administration costs for the Environmental Protection Agency) in each year are attributed in 
EU reporting by Ireland to emission reduction activities in line with the purposes specified in 
the ETS Directive. This attribution does not imply that these revenues have been hypothecated 
for the specified purposes or that only those programmes constitute the total Exchequer ex-
penditure for the purposes specified under the ETS Directive. Relevant Exchequer funded pro-
grammes which have been reported to date include energy efficiency, afforestation and school 
transport schemes.
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  Question No. 391 answered with Question No. 386.

08/10/2019WRR02700National Broadband Plan Administration

08/10/2019WRR02800392. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Communications, Cli-
mate Action and Environment the status of the roll out of the national broadband plan at a loca-
tion (details supplied); if broadband will be connected in the context of the number of houses 
in the area that have already been connected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41036/19]

08/10/2019WRR02900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Every home, farm, school and business in Ireland will have access to high speed 
broadband – no matter where they are located – following the Government’s decision to ap-
prove the appointment of a preferred bidder to the National Broadband Plan.    The premises 
referenced by the Deputy is in the AMBER area on the National Broadband Plan (NBP) High 
Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s website at www.broadband.gov.
ie. The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led Intervention under 
the NBP. 

This intervention is the subject of the procurement process to engage a company to build, 
operate and maintain the NBP State intervention network. In May I brought a recommendation 
to Government to confer Preferred Bidder status on Granahan McCourt, the remaining bidder 
in the NBP procurement process and Government agreed to this. 

The Government Decision of 7 May 2019 means that it is intended to award the State Inter-
vention contract to the Bidder. This award is subject to contract close, including finalisation of 
financial and legal documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network will com-
mence shortly after that. 

The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment.

A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once the contract is signed. In the 
first year of roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Connection Points 
(BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed in 
each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, enhancing 
online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these locations. 

The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises at the end of the second year, with 70-
100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

The Deputy makes reference to the premises’ proximity to a commercial deployment of 
high speed broadband. This deployment is part of eir’s commercial roll out of high speed broad-
band to 300,000 predominantly rural premises, in line with a Commitment Agreement signed 
with my Department in April 2017. 

eir’s rural investment in high speed broadband is an entirely commercial undertaking, and 
not part of the planned State Intervention network. Although the deployment is monitored un-
der the terms of the Commitment Agreement, it is not funded by the State and it is not planned, 
designed or directed by my Department in any capacity. 

Decisions made by private telecommunication operators relating to the roll out and siting of 
infrastructure to provide high speed broadband services throughout Ireland are undertaken on a 
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commercial basis. I have no statutory role or function in such commercial decisions of private 
operators, and therefore cannot direct operators regarding infrastructure installation or delivery 
of services.

08/10/2019WRR03000Brexit Preparations

08/10/2019WRR03100393. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of contingency plans at Dublin Port in the event of a hard Brexit; if the systems that have been 
put in place to deal with Brexit at the port have been subject to testing by external experts; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40516/19]

08/10/2019WRR03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Government’s 
Contingency Action Plan of July 2019 outlined the interagency works underway by Revenue 
Commissioners, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, the Department of Health, 
HSE Environmental Health Service, and the Food Safety Authority of Ireland to ensure optimal 
goods trade traffic flows at our key ports and airports. 

This work is advanced and I understand that the Revenue Commissioners  are leading on 
the necessary IT changes for October 2019 readiness. Testing of the robustness of the proposed 
inter-agency arrangements by the relevant agencies is continuing.  In addition, the testing of 
traffic flows in the Port is also underway. An inter-department group, under the Chair of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, is in place to coordinate this work.  

08/10/2019WRR03300Brexit Issues

08/10/2019WRR03400394. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the ca-
pacity at Dublin Port for trucks in the event of a no-deal Brexit and trucks are subsequently 
subject to checks and so on; his views on whether capacity is sufficient; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40517/19]

08/10/2019WRR03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The CSO publish fig-
ures annually for traffic in and out of the ports. These can be found at the following link: www.
cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/er/spt/statisticsofporttraffic2018/.  For ease of reference the 
relevant tables are attached at Appendix 1.

Additionally Dublin Port publishes quarterly figures on their website.  These can be accessed 
at: www.dublinport.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/DPC-Throughput-Statistics-Q2-2019.pdf. 
For ease of reference the relevant tables are attached at Appendix 2.

As you will understand, the number of units can vary greatly from day to day due to sea-
sonal factors or day of the week.  Dublin Port has an estimated daily average of 2700 RoRo 
units and 2000 LoLo TEUs. 

Feedback from Dublin Port, as well as other Irish ports, is that they have spare capacity.

In relation to contingency plans, the Government has extensive preparations in place for 
a possible no-deal Brexit on 31 October 2019.  In its Action Plan published in July 2019, the 
Government acknowledged that a no deal Brexit will be highly disruptive and will have pro-
found implications across all aspects of society. It will be impossible for the UK to maintain the 
current seamless arrangements with the EU across the full range of sectors including transport 
connectivity, trade flows and supply chains. The contingency plans in place, including in the 
transport sector, will mitigate but cannot eliminate the impacts of a no-deal Brexit.
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The re-introduction of customs or border controls as a consequence of Brexit will undoubt-
edly increase transit times for all traffic travelling via or from the UK to Continental Europe, 
including for many Irish importers and exporters. 

The three locations for which Ireland is heavily dependent on connectivity to the UK are 
Dublin Port, Dublin Airport and Rosslare Europort.  The Office of Public Works has worked 
with the Office of the Revenue Commissioners, the Health Service Executive (HSE), the De-
partment of Health and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine in delivering the 
required facilities for these agriculture, health and customs checks at these locations. Tempo-
rary facilities are now in place to meet the needs of these agencies. Additional staffing in Cus-
toms, Agriculture and Health have been recruited and trained to provide the necessary support 
and to manage the efficient movement of freight and people through these locations.  

The necessary associated staffing and IT systems are also in place. Testing of the relevant IT 
systems is continuing. Communications with stakeholders is ongoing and will continue during 
October 2019.

My Department is working closely with other agencies to have appropriate traffic manage-
ment plans in place in the event that there is significant congestion in Dublin Port that impacts 
on wider traffic flows in the surrounding Dublin road network.  

08/10/2019WRR03600Rural Transport Services

08/10/2019WRR03700395. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the rea-
son vehicles that are more than 15 years old and are deemed road worthy do not qualify for the 
rural transport scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40564/19]

08/10/2019WRR03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport. 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the pro-
vision of public passenger transport services nationally. It also has national responsibility for 
integrated local and rural transport, including management of the Rural Transport Programme 
which now operates under the Local Link brand. 

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter I have forwarded your question to the 
NTA for direct reply to you. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.

08/10/2019WRR03900Public Transport

08/10/2019WRR04000396. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to recent social media videos (details supplied); if he has contacted 
Luas regarding the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40567/19]

08/10/2019WRR04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  However, I am not involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport.

I have, therefore, forwarded the Deputy’s question to Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), 
which has contracted Transdev to operate the Luas, for direct reply.  Please advise my private 
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office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

08/10/2019WRR04200Driver Licences

08/10/2019WRR04300397. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
procedure by which a holder of a British driver licence will be able to obtain an Irish licence 
if they seek to obtain one after 31 October 2019 in the context of a hard Brexit; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40568/19]

08/10/2019WRR04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Motorists resident in 
Ireland with a UK, including NI driving licence are being advised to exchange that licence for 
an Irish driving licence before the 31 October 2019.  In the event of a no-deal Brexit, the UK 
will no longer be a Member State and so the UK driving licence will not be recognised. People 
resident in Ireland will no longer be able to drive on a UK driving licence. 

However, legislation exists to allow for the recognition of foreign driving licences for ex-
change purposes in the Road Traffic Acts.  If there is a no deal Brexit, the UK becomes a 3rd 
country and the potential then exists for arrangements to be made under those Acts.  Ireland will 
be pursuing this option.  This may take a little time to complete as it involves a formal agree-
ment and legislation here in Ireland, as well as corresponding steps by the UK. 

08/10/2019WRR04500Bus Éireann Services

08/10/2019WRR04600398. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the lack 
of capacity to cater for all commuters to avail of some early morning services on the NX route 
from Navan, County Meath will be reviewed with Bus Éireann; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40649/19]

08/10/2019WRR04700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport.  The issue raised is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) in 
conjunction with Bus Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

08/10/2019WRR04800Brexit Issues

08/10/2019WRR04900399. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if all the 
necessary infrastructure will be in place and be ready to be operationalised at Rosslare Port on 
31 October 2019 in the event of a no-deal Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40665/19]

08/10/2019WRR05000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Government has 
extensive preparations in place for a possible no-deal Brexit on 31 October 2019. The Office of 
Public Works has worked across Government with relevant agencies and Departments in deliv-
ering the necessary facilities for the additional agriculture, health and customs checks at Dublin 
Port, Dublin Airport and at Rosslare Europort.   Rosslare Europort is operated on a commercial 
basis as a division of Iarnród Éireann.

In the case of Rosslare, a 16 acre temporary Border Inspection Post (BIP) and facilities has 
been designed and built by the OPW. Additional resources in Customs, Agriculture and Health 
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have been recruited and trained by the relevant agencies to provide the necessary support and 
to ensure the efficient movement of freight and people through the port. 

Communications literature and workshops have been completed and are on-going with state 
agencies and industry. Traffic Management plans are in place and being finalised for 31st Oc-
tober with state agencies, Wexford Co Council and the road haulage industry. As part of the 
preraredness arrangements, I am advised that a further stakeholder event, including ferry com-
panies, haulage companies, the State agencies, and Wexford County Council is scheduled for 
later this week.

The longer term designs for permanent facilities are underway, and will link in with the 
Masterplan designs for the development of the port, also incorporating further improved road 
access and connections.

08/10/2019WRR05100Taxi Regulations

08/10/2019WRR05200400. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the case of a person (details supplied); the number of taxis affected by 
this issue; and the persons or bodies which will be held responsible for same. [40684/19]

08/10/2019WRR05300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The regulation of the 
small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry, including wheelchair accessible taxis and wheel-
chair accessible hackneys, is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) under the 
provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013. 

Accordingly, I have referred your question to the NTA for direct reply to you. Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a response within 10 working days.

08/10/2019WRR05400Transport Infrastructure Ireland Funding

08/10/2019WRR05500401. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the level 
of funding that has been provided to Transport Infrastructure Ireland to undertake noise abate-
ment measures in relation to the M50; his plans for noise abatement in terms of barriers or other 
measures to offer protection against noise pollution to communities living adjacent to the M50; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40698/19]

08/10/2019WRR05600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  Once funding arrangements have been put in place with Transport 
Infrastructure Ireland (TII), under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and con-
struction, including noise mitigation measures, for individual national roads is a matter for TII, 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Directive 2002/49/EC on the assessment and management of environmental noise was 
transposed into Irish law by the Environmental Noise Regulations, 2006. This legislation re-
quires Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) and local authorities to undertake strategic noise 
mapping every five years for all major roads carrying in excess of 8,250 annual average daily 
traffic (AADT).  Noise maps identify and prioritise cluster areas which will require further as-
sessment and may require mitigation measures to be put in place.

Once strategic noise maps have been produced, the results are used for each local authority 
to develop Noise Action Plans as required by the Environmental Noise Regulations. Under the 
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Regulations, the Noise Action Planning Authorities are required to consult with the public when 
revising their current Plans. 

On foot of the revision of the Dublin Agglomeration Noise Maps in 2017 the four local 
authorities within the Dublin Agglomeration carried out a review of the Noise Action Plan 
2013-2018.

Following on from the review and after public consultation, a finalised revised Action Plan 
was produced which came into effect in December 2018. This plan is a continuation of the 
2013-2018 Noise Action Plan and sets out broad principles and actions to mitigate excessive 
environmental noise and protect areas of good acoustical quality within the Dublin Agglomera-
tion.

Specifically in relation to the M50, I have referred your question to TII for a more detailed 
and direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 work-
ing days.

08/10/2019WRR05700Air Quality

08/10/2019WRR05800402. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
mitigation measures his Department is putting in place to offset the health and safety risks 
posed by over 7,000 vehicles which utilise the N24 to drive through Tipperary town every day 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40705/19]

08/10/2019WRR05900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the operation and management 
of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction 
with the local authorities concerned.  

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a more detailed and direct 
reply .  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

08/10/2019WRR06000Capital Expenditure Programme

08/10/2019WRR06100403. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the capi-
tal expenditure of his Department from 1 January to 31 August 2019 under the heading of 
B8.1 smarter travel-sustainable urban transport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40732/19]

08/10/2019WRR06200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, funding provided under this subhead is in relation to capital expenditure programmes 
and is part of a multi-annual capital funding programme. 

The timing of expenditure on programmes such as this is by its nature dependent on a num-
ber of variables and therefore monthly or quarterly expenditure must be viewed within that 
context.

It is the case that each year the majority of funding is drawn down toward the year end and 
overall reporting on programme expenditure is then made available through the Department’s 
publicly available annual Appropriation Accounts and related reports to, and appearances be-
fore, the Oireachtas.
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08/10/2019WRR06300Bus Services

08/10/2019WRR06400404. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
National Transport Authority is considering the introduction of a dedicated bus service under 
the LocalLink brand to service the route between Glenties and Donegal town in County Done-
gal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40761/19]

08/10/2019WRR06500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport. 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the pro-
vision of public passenger transport services nationally. It also has national responsibility for 
integrated local and rural transport, including management of the Rural Transport Programme, 
which now operates under the Local Link brand. 

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have forwarded the Deputy’s question 
to the NTA for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.

08/10/2019WRR06600Trans European Transport Network Programme

08/10/2019WRR06700405. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
has received a formal request from officials in Donegal County Council to meet with a view to 
discussing the proposed TEN-T priority route improvement project, specifically the Ballybofey, 
Stranorlar Bypass component of the scheme; if so, when he is likely to be in a position to facili-
tate such a meeting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40762/19]

08/10/2019WRR06800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and 
construction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned and in this case Donegal County Council.   
As a matter of course, my officials engage closely and on an ongoing basis with TII and local 
authorities on their roads programmes.

In that context, I am not aware of any request from officials in Donegal County Council for a 
meeting with myself, as against my officials, in respect of the TEN-T Route Improvement proj-
ect. However, I’m pleased to advise that Donegal County Council was recently recommended 
for co-funding, under the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) Transport 2019 call for proposals, 
for its TEN-T Priority Route Improvement Project.

The project concerns the studies or preparatory work required to remove bottlenecks over 
a length of 31 km at three road sections, namely Ballybofey to Stranorlar, to which you refer, 
including Letterkenny to Manorcunningham; and Manorcunningham to Lifford/Strabane. This 
covers the designs and reports required to obtain the necessary statutory and other approvals to 
facilitate the future construction. 

The total eligible cost of this project is €8.67 million, of which 50% or €4.335 million has 
been recommended for funding under CEF. The Innovation and Networks Executive Agency 
(INEA) will shortly finalise and sign a grant agreement with the Council, at the latest by Janu-
ary 2020.  The final co-funding amount will be contingent on this grant agreement and an 
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agreed project and expenditure plan being implemented by Donegal County Council with INEA 
oversight.

Further details are available on the European Commission’s website at the following link: 
https://ec.europa.eu/inea/en/news-events/newsroom/eur117-million-sustainable-transport-in-
frastructure-europe. 

08/10/2019WRR06900Sports Capital Programme Applications

08/10/2019WRR07000406. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of an application for sports capital by a club (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40886/19]

08/10/2019WRR07100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme closed for applications on Fri-
day 19th October last.  By that deadline, a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking a 
total of €162m in funding.  

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January. 

619 equipment only applications were assessed next and 466 allocations with a value of 
€9.8m were announced to these organisations in May.

Work is now underway in assessing the remaining applications for capital works, including 
an application from the organisation referred to by the Deputy.  

For the first time, applicants who submitted incorrect documentation under this round are 
being given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. While 
there will be no undue delay in completing the assessment process, in view of the opportunity to 
correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the detailed information 
contained in each application, it is likely to take a further number of weeks to have all applica-
tions assessed with allocations announced shortly after that.  

08/10/2019WRR07200Ministerial Meetings

08/10/2019WRR07300407. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when he last met formally with the chairperson and-or chief executive officer of Iarnród Éire-
ann; when he will next meet formally with the chairperson and or chief executive officer; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40917/19]

08/10/2019WRR07400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I last met with both 
the Chair of the Board of Iarnród Éireann and the company’s Chief Executive Officer on 8th 
August last. Our next meeting has not yet been scheduled.

08/10/2019WRS00200Public Transport Provision

08/10/2019WRS00300408. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his attention 
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has been drawn to the concerns of residents of Blessington, County Wicklow, that BusConnects 
by itself will not provide adequate public transport capacity for the area; his plans to improve 
public transport in the area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40936/19]

08/10/2019WRS00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning 
and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, including Co. 
Wicklow.

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities on this matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to 
the company for a more detailed reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a 
reply within 10 working days.

08/10/2019WRS00500Sports Capital Programme Applications

08/10/2019WRS00600409. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of an application by a club (details supplied) for a sports capital grant; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41003/19]

08/10/2019WRS00700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme closed for applications on Fri-
day 19th October last.  By that deadline, a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking a 
total of €162m in funding.  

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January. 

619 equipment only applications were assessed next and 466 allocations with a value of 
€9.8m were announced to these organisations in May.

Work is now underway in assessing the remaining applications for capital works, including 
an application from the organisation referred to by the Deputy.  

For the first time, applicants who submitted incorrect documentation under this round are 
being given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. While 
there will be no undue delay in completing the assessment process, in view of the opportunity to 
correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the detailed information 
contained in each application, it is likely to take a further number of weeks to have all applica-
tions assessed with allocations announced shortly after that.

08/10/2019WRS00800Haulage Industry

08/10/2019WRS00900410. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on the challenging operating environment the haulage sector faces, in particular the un-
precedented challenges posed by Brexit; the steps he has taken to protect the industry from 
daily fuel increases (details supplied); the steps he will take to ensure fuel costs for HGVs do 
not increase significantly as a result of measures implemented through budget 2020; his plans 
to recalibrate the diesel rebate scheme in order to track the variations in fuel more accurately in 
line with rebate levels operated in similar schemes elsewhere in Europe; if an additional carbon 
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tax or increase in diesel excise is introduced in budget 2020, if an additional amount will be re-
bated to the licensed haulage sector through the diesel rebate scheme in addition to the proposed 
recalibration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41033/19]

08/10/2019WRS01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The haulage sector 
plays a hugely important role in our economy and I recognise that it faces particular difficulties 
in the context of Brexit. My Department has maintained close contact with road haulage stake-
holders including the Irish Road Haulage Association (IRHA), the Freight Transport Associa-
tion of Ireland (FTAI), IBEC, the Irish Exporters Association and the British-Irish Chambers 
of Commerce regarding Brexit and continues to work with the industry representative bodies 
in order to keep hauliers and business informed of developments, in keeping with our long-
established practice.  

My Department, along with other Government Departments, has emphasised the impor-
tance of stakeholders taking all necessary steps within their control to prepare for Brexit, in-
cluding undertaking contingency planning to minimise the impact of Brexit on their operations. 

Issues in relation to matters such as fuel costs, the diesel rebate scheme, carbon tax and die-
sel excise are matters for my colleague, the Minister for Finance.

08/10/2019WRS01100Military Aircraft Landings

08/10/2019WRS01200411. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if an 
aircraft (details supplied) was authorised to carry weapons or munitions or other military goods 
through Shannon Airport on 30 September 2019; if searches were carried out on this aircraft 
while at Shannon Airport to ensure that it was in compliance with international laws on neutral-
ity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41034/19]

08/10/2019WRS01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): An exemption for the 
carriage of munitions of war, pursuant to Article 5 of the Air Navigation (Carriage of Munitons 
of War, Weapons and Dangerous Goods) Orders, 1973 and 1989, was not sought by the airline 
in question for the date specified. 

An application was made for a technical stop in Shannon Airport where they indicated that 
there were no Dangerous Goods, Hazardous Materials or Military Cargo onboard.

No searches were carried out on this particular aircraft while at Shannon Airport.

08/10/2019WRS01400Education Welfare Service

08/10/2019WRS01500412. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the position 
with regard to increasing the mandatory school going age to 17 years. [41136/19]

08/10/2019WRS01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the Deputy 
may be aware, my Department has developed and is currently consulting on the draft Blueprint 
for the Development of Education and Welfare Services which, for the first time will provide a 
policy platform to secure and further sustain this valuable work. 

As part of this Blueprint a number of key action areas where development is required were 
identified. In this regard a substantive area of action in this policy relates to the Education (Wel-
fare) Act 2000 which lays out the both the minimum and maximum school going age. My De-
partment has responsibility for the implementation of this Act and will examine the legislation 
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along with input from all relevant stakeholders in order to consider how it can be updated to to 
reflect the current context and best practice in supporting educational outcomes for children and 
young people. Consideration of the appropriateness and applicability of the current mandatory 
school going age will form part of this review. 

08/10/2019WRS01700School Completion Programme

08/10/2019WRS01800413. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the status of 
the provision of a new school completion strategy. [41137/19]

08/10/2019WRS01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In recognition 
of the need for a strong policy platform for educational welfare services, including the School 
Completion Programme, my Department established a Task Group in late 2018 to support the 
further development and integration of these services. The work of this group has produced a 
draft Blueprint for the Development of Education and Welfare Services, which is now in the 
final phase of consultation. This policy document provides a clear blueprint for the develop-
ment of the School Completion Programme, along with the other strands of the EWS, so that its 
reach, resources and impact are maximised in supporting young people at risk of early school 
leaving. The development of the SCP will ensure that the programme governance and practice 
will be strengthened into the future.  

The implementation of this Blueprint will represent a comprehensive and coordinated ap-
proach to the strategic development of all our efforts and initiatives which support school en-
gagement, retention and completion.

In parallel to this key development, it should be noted that the Department of Education and 
Skills is currently carrying out a review of Out of School and Second Chance Education Provi-
sion which are funded directly by that Department. My officials are represented on the steering 
group for this review and are working closely to strengthen in-school, out-of-school and alter-
native education supports in and across our respective policy areas.

I expect to introduce and implement the Blueprint for the Development of Educational Wel-
fare Services in the coming months as I am eager to ensure greater policy direction is provided 
to this critical area for our children and young people who may be at risk of early school leav-
ing.

08/10/2019WRS02000Family Resource Centres

08/10/2019WRS02100414. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the funding 
available for a family resource centre (details supplied) for a homework club; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [40540/19]

08/10/2019WRS02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla the Child 
and Family Agency administers the Family Resource Centre Programme, which provides fi-
nancial support to 121 Family Resource Centres (FRCs) including the FRC referred to by the 
Deputy. This financial support contributes to the employment of staff and some overheads.

I have requested Tusla to respond directly to the Deputy in relation to his question on fund-
ing for specific services. 
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08/10/2019WRS02300Child and Family Agency Data

08/10/2019WRS02400415. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of mandated reports filed with Tusla in 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019; the number 
that were investigated; the number that were finalised; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [40589/19]

08/10/2019WRS02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy is 
asking about an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. I have therefore 
referred the question to Tusla, and asked that a direct reply be provided to the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRS02600Voluntary Sector Funding

08/10/2019WRS02700416. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
funding provided to a charity (details supplied) in 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019; the reporting 
arrangements in place with the charity; the waiting times for a child to be seen in 2017, 2018 
and to date in 2019; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40599/19]

08/10/2019WRS02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency provides annual financial support to a large number of community and vol-
untary organisations, which provide supports to vulnerable children and families, including the 
organisation referred to by the Deputy.

I have requested Tusla to respond directly to the Deputy regarding funding provided to the 
organisation in question in the years 2017, 2018 and 2019, and waiting times for a child to be 
seen in the respective years.

08/10/2019WRS02900Domestic Violence Services Funding

08/10/2019WRS03000417. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when 
a decision on the allocation of five additional workers to the domestic violence sector in Galway 
city and county will be made; the reason the decision has been delayed; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [40711/19]

08/10/2019WRS03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency has statutory responsibility for the care and protection of victims of domes-
tic, sexual and gender based violence whether in the context of family or otherwise.

In budget 2019, I secured additional funding of €1.5m for domestic, sexual and gender 
based violence services this year. 

A proportion of this funding is to be used to employ 12 new outreach workers to improve 
access to support services to women and children affected by domestic violence in the Galway, 
Carlow, Dublin, Wicklow and Cork areas.

I have requested Tusla to respond directly to the Deputy in relation to the timing of the al-
location of outreach workers in Galway. 

08/10/2019WRS03200Early Childhood Care and Education Funding
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08/10/2019WRS03300418. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her views 
on a matter (details supplied) regarding the purchase of land; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [40901/19]

08/10/2019WRS03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
provides capital funding annually to early learning and care and school age childcare services.  
The capital programme is designed each year to ensure that capital grants have a positive, last-
ing impact on the childcare sector including increasing capacity, however, the purchase of land 
has not been part of the scheme in recent years. A service wishing to increase capacity can apply 
towards the costs of constructing a new premises or extending an existing one for the purposes 
of the creation of the additional places.

In 2019 the three strands of capital funding available were divided as follows:

-  Strand A offered grants of up to €50,000  to early learning and care providers for the cre-
ation of new 0-3 places where demand for these was clearly evidenced.

-  Strand B offered individual grants of up to €15,000  to aid community/not-for-profit early 
learning and care services in addressing fire safety issues that had been highlighted in inspec-
tion reports by Tusla, the HSE or Local Authorities.

-  Strand C offered individual grants of up to €20,000 to school age childcare providers for 
the creation of new school age places where demand for these was clearly evidenced.

The application window for the 2019 Capital programme closed on 27 March 2019 with 
decisions issued to applicants in June 2019.

Please note that the strands and priorities for the 2020 capital programme have not yet been 
decided. An announcement will be published shortly.

08/10/2019WRS03500Departmental Budgets

08/10/2019WRS03600419. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
estimated cost in 2020 if the budget for domestic, sexual and gender-based violence services 
increased by 10%; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40918/19]

08/10/2019WRS03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency provides funding and coordination supports to some 59 organisations that 
deliver a range of services to victims of domestic, sexual and gender based violence (DSGBV) 
throughout the country.

In 2019, €25.3 million is being allocated to Tusla for DSGBV services, an increase of €1.5 
million over 2018.

The estimated cost to increase Tusla’s funding for DSGBV services by 10% in 2020 would 
be €2.53m.

08/10/2019WRS03800Childcare Services Inspections

08/10/2019WRS03900420. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 113 crèche fa-
cilities operating with conditions attached to their registration in north Dublin and all 120 facili-
ties in north-eastern areas of Dublin; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41041/19]
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08/10/2019WRS04000424. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of creches classed as critical, high, medium and low on risk on the Tusla rating system; the 
region of the inspectorate in which they are located in tabular form; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41064/19]

08/10/2019WRS04100425. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the way 
in which the 595 early years services with conditions are classified as critical, high, medium 
or low risk on the Tusla rating system in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [41065/19]

08/10/2019WRS04200426. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the time-
frame for inspection reports to be published on the inspection reports section of the Tusla web-
site (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41066/19]

08/10/2019WRS04300428. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the fre-
quency with which the Tusla early years inspectorate enforcement document is updated; when 
it was last updated; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41068/19]

08/10/2019WRS04400430. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the fre-
quency of visits by Tusla inspectors to a given crèche, that is, every 12, 18 and 24 months; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [41070/19]

08/10/2019WRS04500431. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of Tusla registered crèches by county in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [41071/19]

08/10/2019WRS04600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 420, 424 to 426, inclusive, 428, 430 and 431 together.

As the matters to which the Deputies refer are operational, I have requested Tusla to respond 
to the Deputies directly within 10 working days.

08/10/2019WRS04700Child Abuse

08/10/2019WRS04800421. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when the 
child abuse substantiation procedures of Tusla referenced by the departmental EAG third in-
terim report will be made public; the way in which the process and procedures of making a ret-
rospective disclosure will work; the way in which they are managed by Tusla; the way in which 
services that support adults coming forward will be assisted; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [41061/19]

08/10/2019WRS04900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I can advise the 
Deputy that I have referred the question to Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. I have asked 
Tusla to respond directly to the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRS05000Child Abuse

08/10/2019WRS05100422. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the point 
at which in the social work assessment of a retrospective disclosure details of the allegation 
are shared with the person suspected of the alleged abuse; if the process is consistent with the 
general data protection regulation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41062/19]
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08/10/2019WRS05200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I wish to advise 
the Deputy that the question relates to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family 
Agency. I have therefore referred the matter to Tusla, and asked that a direct response issue to 
the Deputy in due course.

08/10/2019WRS05300Child Protection

08/10/2019WRS05400423. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 847 of 11 June 2019, her views on whether the organisation (details 
supplied) is now compliant with Tusla regulations and obligations in respect of child safeguard-
ing and reporting; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41063/19]

08/10/2019WRS05500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My department 
is expecting a written progress report from Scouting Ireland at the end of this month (October 
2019) and I look forward to receiving a comprehensive update on key governance issues includ-
ing child safeguarding and reporting.  

The most recent previous progress report is available at: www.scouts.ie//News/2019/Scout-
ing-Ireland-Report-to-DCYA-March-2019.pdf.

  Questions Nos. 424 to 426, inclusive, answered with Question No. 420.

08/10/2019WRS05900Childcare Services Regulation

08/10/2019WRS06000427. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her at-
tention has been drawn to the fact that an early years provider (details supplied) who has been 
prosecuted for operation without registration is allowed continue to operate other crèches; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [41067/19]

08/10/2019WRS06100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
has been made aware that a prosecution was brought in relation to the unregistered operation of 
an early learning and care setting by the provider in question. In relation to this case, Tusla has 
assured me that appropriate investigations were carried out in line with procedures and within 
the shortest possible timeframes. 

An applicant can be refused registration or de-registered by Tusla, the Statutory regulator, if 
the applicant has been convicted of an offence under Part VIIA of the Child Care Act 1991. In 
this case the courts applied the Probation Act and so the early years provider was not convicted. 
The provider was therefore able to continue to operate other early learning and care settings. 

As the independent Statutory regulator, Tusla exercises its regulatory powers to respond to 
breaches of Regulations within its remit while respecting fair procedures and natural justice. 
My Department is examining the possibility of giving additional powers to the Tusla Early 
Years Inspectorate, including the power to close a service immediately where it has failed to 
register.

  Question No. 428 answered with Question No. 420.

08/10/2019WRS06300Childcare Services Regulation
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08/10/2019WRS06400429. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of crèches her Department or Tusla are aware of that are operating without registration; the 
location of such crèches; the length of time they have been in operation; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [41069/19]

08/10/2019WRS06500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Officials in my 
Department have requested the required information from Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. 
This information will be supplied to the Deputy in no later than 10 working days. I have asked 
my officials to follow up on this to ensure delivery as a matter of urgency.

  Questions Nos. 430 and 431 answered with Question No. 420.

08/10/2019WRS06800Child and Family Agency Staff

08/10/2019WRS06900432. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of psychotherapists directly employed by Tusla by LHO. [41094/19]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I wish to advise 
that my officials have asked Tusla to respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

08/10/2019WRT00200Child and Family Agency Staff

08/10/2019WRT00300433. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of play therapists and child art psychotherapists directly employed by Tusla by LHO. 
[41095/19]

08/10/2019WRT00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I wish to advise 
that my officials have asked Tusla to respond directly to the Deputy on this matter. 

08/10/2019WRT00500Child and Family Agency Data

08/10/2019WRT00600434. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of referrals to outside therapeutic services, not including CAMHS, by Tusla in 2018 by 
LHO. [41096/19]

08/10/2019WRT00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy is 
referring to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. I have therefore re-
ferred the matter to Tusla and asked that a direct response be provided to the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRT00800Child and Family Agency Expenditure

08/10/2019WRT00900435. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
amount spent by Tusla on external therapeutic services in 2017, 2018 and in quarter 1 and quar-
ter 2 of 2019 combined. [41097/19]

08/10/2019WRT01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency provides a range of therapeutic services to children and young people, 
which may be procured from external organisations.
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I have requested Tusla to respond directly to the Deputy regarding the amount spent by 
Tusla on external therapeutic services in 2017, 2018 and in Q1 and Q2 of 2019 combined. 

08/10/2019WRT01100Adoption Data

08/10/2019WRT01200436. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of adoption declarations made in each of the past four years. [41098/19]

08/10/2019WRT01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the subject 
matter of the Deputy’s question relates to an operational matter for the Adoption Authority of 
Ireland, I have referred the matter to it for a direct reply.

08/10/2019WRT01400Adoption Data

08/10/2019WRT01500437. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of adoptions that have taken place in 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019. [41099/19]

08/10/2019WRT01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the subject 
matter of the Deputy’s question relates to an operational matter for the Adoption Authority of 
Ireland, I have referred the matter to it for a direct reply.

08/10/2019WRT01700Childcare Services Funding

08/10/2019WRT01800438. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if an appli-
cation by a person (details supplied) will be reviewed; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [41124/19]

08/10/2019WRT01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Early Learning 
and Care (ELC) and School Age Childcare (SAC) services are privately run or are operated 
by community/not for profit organisations. My Department does not operate or own childcare 
services but, through a funding agreement, provides a range of supports, such as capitation pay-
ments and subsidies to support children, parents and the sector. Any person wishing to establish 
an early learning and care service, once registered with Tusla, can enter into an agreement / 
contract with my Department to run various Department programmes.

As the Deputy may be aware, the Access and Inclusion Model (AIM) is a programme of 
supports designed to enable children with a disability to access and meaningfully participate 
in the Early Childhood Care and Education programme. It was introduced in June 2016 and is 
administered by Pobal on behalf of my Department. AIM is a child-centred model, involving 7 
levels of progressive support, moving from the universal to the targeted, based on the needs of 
the child in the context of the preschool setting they are attending.

I am pleased to say that the Government made a commitment in First 5   to consider en-
hancements to, or extension of, AIM to other groups of children. Such an extension might in-
volve younger children (such as under-3s), or children attending school-age childcare services, 
or it might involve children with additional needs other than a disability. However, all decisions 
on the extension or reform of AIM will be informed by the findings of a three year evaluation of 
AIM that should be commenced in the coming months, and careful consideration of the needs 
of various groups of children, services currently available, as well of course as securing of the 
necessary resources. 
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It should also be noted that Early Intervention services for children with disabilities gener-
ally fall under the remit of Department of Health. I would advise anyone that wishes to set up or 
operate an Early Intervention service to contact the Department of Health in the first instance. 
Alternatively, the Department of Education’s Special Education Unit may be of assistance.

08/10/2019WRT02000Youth Services

08/10/2019WRT02100439. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
investigate the possibility of increasing investment in youth work in advance of budget 2020 to 
enable youth organisations to deliver enhanced youth work services to support young persons 
in County Kilkenny; if she will consider increasing the 2% allocation of overall funding within 
her Department to support youth work services through budget 2020; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [41129/19]

08/10/2019WRT02200440. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
consider increasing the funding allocation to the youth service grant scheme which supports 
30 voluntary youth organisations to deliver mainstream youth work and to support local youth 
groups, branches and units through Budget 2020; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [41130/19]

08/10/2019WRT02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 439 and 440 together.

As the Deputy is aware the annual Estimates process is ongoing. It would not be appropriate 
for me to comment at this time as funding for the provision of youth services, amongst other 
areas, is under consideration and, as might be expected, is subject to resources.  I have enhanced 
investment in youth service provision each year since I took office, increasing current funding 
for youth services by an additional €8.5 million in the last three years. This represents an increase 
of 16% compared to 2016 . Included in this funding under the Youth Service Grant Scheme has 
increased by almost 10% since 2016, rising to €11.126m in 2019.   In addition, I have taken on 
board the findings of the Value for Money and Policy Review of Youth Programmes. I am pri-
oritising the implementation of an integrated funding scheme as recommended by this Review. 
Consultations with a wide range of stakeholders are continuing with a view to introducing this 
targeted youth funding scheme as soon as possible.   In 2019, my Department is providing €60.4 
million to support youth work services across Ireland. This funding is being deployed across a 
broad range of programmes supporting the provision of youth services throughout the country, 
with a specific focus on services in communities in areas considered to be disadvantaged based 
on the deprivation index. With the invaluable assistance of each Education and Training Boards 
and national organisations, the funding from my Department supports national and local youth 
programmes involving approximately 1,400 youth work staff  working in communities across 
the country, as well as some 1,500 youth clubs nationally.  

08/10/2019WRT02500Budget Submissions

08/10/2019WRT02600441. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if consid-
eration will be given to budget 2020 submission by an organisation (details supplied) in respect 
of the provision of childcare and the structures for the delivery of same; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [41134/19]

08/10/2019WRT02700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I can confirm 
that my Department received the Budget 2020 submission from Early Childhood Ireland. 



Questions - Written Answers

204

In First 5, the Whole of Government Strategy for Babies, Young Children and their Families, 
which I published last year, my Department committed to conducting a review of the operating 
system and structures which deliver a range of childcare schemes and initiatives at national and 
local level. This will include consideration of the role of Pobal, 30 City and County Childcare 
Committees and various National Voluntary Childcare Organisations. 

The terms of reference for this review are currently in development and the project will be 
progressed in the coming months. The review will give due consideration to the strategic goals 
of Government as laid out in ‘First 5’, an analysis of the situation as it currently stands, as well 
as contributions such as the Early Childhood Ireland budget submission. This review is criti-
cal as Government continues to invest significantly in early learning and care and school age 
childcare as evidenced by the massive increase in investment in the sector over the last 4 years.

The outcome may be a recommendation for a new early years agency as advocated for by 
ECI, or for one of a range of other options.  

My Department is committed to developing a national operating system that will effectively 
and efficiently deliver a range of DCYA schemes and initiatives to improve assess to high qual-
ity and affordable early learning and care and school age childcare services, that will make the 
best use of Exchequer funding, and that will deliver the best possible outcomes for children and 
their families.

08/10/2019WRT02800Town and Village Renewal Scheme

08/10/2019WRT02900442. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if there are plans for a 2020 town and village renewal scheme; if so, when details will be an-
nounced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40808/19]

08/10/2019WRT03000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Town 
and Village Renewal Scheme is a key initiative under the Action Plan for Rural Development 
and forms part of a range of measures to support rural Ireland under the Government’s Project 
Ireland 2040 Rural Regeneration Programme. 

Since the scheme was introduced in 2016, almost €53 million has been approved for more 
than 670 projects across the country.  

I launched the 2019 Town and Village Renewal Scheme last April, with a closing date for 
receipt of applications of 28th June 2019.  Over 300 applications for funding were received 
from the Local Authorities.  My officials are currently assessing all of the applications received 
and the successful applicants will be announced shortly when the assessment process is fully 
completed.

Funding in respect of the Town and Village Renewal Scheme or next year will be considered 
as part of the 2020 Estimates process. 

08/10/2019WRT03100Departmental Schemes

08/10/2019WRT03200443. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the percentage of expenditure that a local authority must outlay on an approved project (details 
supplied) before allocated funding and interim payments can be drawn down from his Depart-
ment; when this accounting rule was introduced for capital funded rural schemes; if it was via 
regulation or departmental circular; and the level of project expenditure carried out by a local 
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authority balancing payments that can be drawn down from allocated funding for an approved 
project. [40929/19]

08/10/2019WRT03300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The condi-
tions in respect of the drawdown of funding for the rural schemes referred to by the Deputy 
are set out in the respective Funding Agreements with the Local Authorities for those schemes.  
The current agreements require that 50% of the project spend must be completed before 50% 
of the grant allocation from the Department will be paid to the Local Authority.  The balance of 
funding is paid on completion of the project. 

Previously, Local Authorities could draw down 50% of the funding allocated when 20% of 
the project spend had been incurred by them.  Again, payment of the balance of funding was 
contingent on the completion of the project. 

The Department has, at times, used its discretion to allow Local Authorities to make draw-
down requests where projects were well advanced, but where the spend was less than 50% of 
the overall total projected costs.  All Local Authorities would have been advised in writing by 
the Department where this was to apply.  Payment in such cases was based on the level of ex-
penditure actually incurred, and the remainder of the grant allocation was paid on completion 
of the project. 

In the case of all schemes, Local Authorities are required to provide an element of match 
funding, as set out in the criteria for the relevant scheme.  The amounts allocated and paid to 
Local Authorities by the Department comprise the balance of the funding required to complete 
the approved project when the match funding and any other source of funding has been taken 
into account.

08/10/2019WRT03400Tidy Towns Committees Funding

08/10/2019WRT03500444. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
he has considered allocating ring-fenced funding to tidy towns committees in view of the recent 
tidy towns results; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41018/19]

08/10/2019WRT03600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Super-
Valu Tidy Towns competition this year attracted more than 900 entries.  The competition goes 
from strength to strength each year based on the enthusiasm, energy and commitment of volun-
teer committees around the country.

In each of the last two years, I provided grant funding of €1.4 million to Tidy Towns Com-
mittees to support their efforts, and to enable them to purchase small equipment and other ma-
terials for their work.  

I was delighted to be in a position to announce further grant funding of €1.4 million to Tidy 
Towns Committees at the national awards ceremony in The Helix theatre on 30th September.  
My officials will be in contact with the Committees shortly regarding the grant application 
process. 

It should be noted that Tidy Towns Committees can also apply, as community groups, for 
funding to other schemes within my Department, such as the Community Enhancement Pro-
gramme. 158 Tidy Town Committees were approved for funding totalling €536,816 under this 
scheme in 2018. 
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08/10/2019WRT03700CLÁR Programme

08/10/2019WRT03800445. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the reason only three projects in County Cork were approved funding under the recent 
CLÁR 2019 measure 1 and 2 allocation; the reason County Cork received just 3% of the total 
national allocation; the further reason no funding was allocated to projects in north County 
Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41073/19]

08/10/2019WRT03900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I launched 
the 2019 CLÁR programme on the 28th February last, with an indicative allocation of €5 mil-
lion for qualifying projects under the following measures:

Measure 1:  Support for Schools/Community Safety Measures 

Measure 2:  Play Areas/Multi-Use Games Areas 

Measure 3:  Community Wellbeing Support comprising of 

 3a: First Response Support 

 3b: Mobility and Cancer Care Transport 3c: Sensory Gardens 

Almost 500 applications were received across all Measures, with more than 300 of those in 
respect of Measures 1 and 2.  

The level of funding sought far exceeded the available budget and it was not possible to 
fund all of the project applications received.  

The CLÁR programme is designed to provide funding for rural areas which have suffered 
high levels of population decline.  The number of projects approved in each county this year un-
der Measures 1 and 2 was decided by reference to the proportion of the CLÁR area within each 
county.  This approach was taken to ensure that counties with a proportionally larger CLÁR 
area received greater assistance under the programme. 

Counties with eligible CLÁR areas were divided into 4 categories - small, medium, large 
and very large - referring to the proportion of the county as a whole with designated CLÁR 
areas.  This resulted in 6 counties in the medium category, including Cork, being approved for 
3 projects each. 

The selection of the individual projects had regard, inter alia, to the range, mix, quality and 
impact of the project proposals submitted.

Almost €6 million has been allocated to 179 projects across all Measures under the CLÁR 
programme this year. This includes funding for 8 projects in total in County Cork, to the value 
of almost €300,000.  

08/10/2019WRT04000CLÁR Programme

08/10/2019WRT04100446. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the reason a CLÁR funding application by Cork County Council for a playground in Kan-
turk, County Cork was unsuccessful; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41074/19]

08/10/2019WRT04200447. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the reason a CLÁR funding application by Cork County Council for a playground in Lyre, 
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County Cork was unsuccessful; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41075/19]

08/10/2019WRT04300448. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the reason a CLÁR funding application by Cork County Council for a playground in Mill-
street, County Cork was unsuccessful; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41076/19]

08/10/2019WRT04400449. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the reason a CLÁR funding application by Cork County Council for speed safety signs 
and road markings in Knocknagree, County Cork was unsuccessful; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41077/19]

08/10/2019WRT04500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 446 to 449, inclusive, together.

I launched the 2019 CLÁR programme on the 28th February last, with an indicative alloca-
tion of €5 million for qualifying projects under the following measures:

Measure 1: Support for Schools/Community Safety Measures 

Measure 2: Play Areas/Multi-Use Games Areas 

Measure 3: Community Wellbeing Support comprising of 

3a: First Response Support 

3b: Mobility and Cancer Care Transport 

3c: Sensory Gardens 

I can confirm that applications in respect of the projects referred to by the Deputy were 
received under Measures 1 and 2 of the programme.  However, almost 500 applications were 
received across all Measures, with more than 300 of those in respect of Measures 1 and 2.  

The level of funding sought far exceeded the available budget and it was not possible to 
fund all of the project applications received.  

The CLÁR programme is designed to provide funding for rural areas which have suffered 
high levels of population decline.  The number of projects approved in each county this year 
under Measures 1 and 2 was decided by reference to the proportion of the CLÁR area within 
each county.  This approach was taken to ensure that counties with a proportionally larger area 
in CLÁR received greater assistance under the programme. 

Counties with eligible CLÁR areas were divided into 4 categories - small, medium, large 
and very large - based on the proportion of the county as a whole with designated CLÁR areas.  
This resulted in 6 counties in the medium category, including Cork, being approved for 3 proj-
ects each. 

The selection of the individual projects had regard, inter alia, to the range, mix, quality and 
impact of the project proposals submitted.

Almost €6 million has been allocated to 179 projects across all Measures under the CLÁR 
programme this year. This includes funding for 8 projects in total in County Cork, to the value 
of almost €300,000.  

08/10/2019WRT04900LEADER Programmes Data
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08/10/2019WRT05000450. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the drawdown for :LEADER funding in Galway in 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41078/19]

08/10/2019WRT05100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): LEADER 
is a multi-annual programme with a budget of €250 million over the period 2014-2020.  €220 
million of this budget is allocated to Local Action Groups (LAGs) who deliver the programme 
and approve projects at local level.  The balance of €30 million is provided for thematic projects 
which are approved at national level. 

The LEADER programme in County Galway is administered by two LAGs.  The Galway 
West LAG - Forum Connemara CLG - covers the Connemara region and the off-shore Islands.  
The Galway East LAG - Galway Rural Development CLG - covers the municipal districts to 
the east of Galway City. 

These LAGs are responsible for the delivery the programme in their respective areas, in-
cluding approving project applications for funding and processing claims for payment once 
approved works are completed.

The total amount of funding allocated to County Galway for the duration of the LEADER 
Programme is in excess of €12.1 million.

Table 1 provides a breakdown of LEADER expenditure in each of the years 2017, 2018 and 
to date in 2019 to each of the LAGs in County Galway.  The figures do not include any pay-
ments made under the thematic schemes which are approved at national level.

There has been a significant increase in project approvals nationally since the start of 2018 
and this is also evident in County Galway.  The Galway East LAG has now approved 57 proj-
ects applications to a value of over €2 million.  A further 18 projects, requesting funding in 
excess of €600,000 are at earlier stages in the approvals process.  

The Galway West LAG has approved funding of almost €1.5 million to 42 projects, while a 
further 7 projects seeking almost €500,000 in funding are at earlier stages in the process.

Payments under the programme will increase significantly as these projects are completed 
and payment claims submitted. 

Table 1: LEADER Allocation and Expenditure for County Galway from 2017 – 2019* 

County Galway Lo-
cal Action Groups   

LEADER Alloca-
tion

Expenditure

2017 2018 2019* 
Galway East €7,655,851 €423,230 €428,385 €921,709 
Galway West €4,540,033 €182,017 €294,302 €396,902 

*Position as of 7th October 2019

08/10/2019WRT05200Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

08/10/2019WRT05300451. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of a reapplication for a domiciliary care allowance for a person (details supplied). 
[40526/19]

08/10/2019WRT05400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
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(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Domiciliary Care Allowance (DCA) claim made by this lady 
has now been awarded and her monthly payments will commence on October 15th 2019 .  A de-
cision letter issued to her on the 14th September 2019 to inform her that her DCA was awarded 
on appeal, with effect from 1st April 2018.

Arrears due for this period issued to her by cheque on the 14th September 2019. 

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy. 

08/10/2019WRT05500Carer’s Allowance Applications

08/10/2019WRT05600452. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a decision will be made on a carer’s allowance application by a person (details 
supplied) in County Donegal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40535/19]

08/10/2019WRT05700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 6 June 2019.

The application was awarded to the person concerned on 2 October 2019 with effect from 
6 June 2019. The first payment will issue to his nominated bank account on 10 October 2019.  

Arrears of allowance due from 6 June 2019 to 3 October 2019 have issued also.

The person concerned was notified on 2 October 2019 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of his right of review and appeal. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

08/10/2019WRT05800Partial Capacity Benefit Scheme Payments

08/10/2019WRT05900453. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if the criteria for the partial capacity payment will be amended to allow persons in receipt 
of the payment to avail of training, education and upskilling opportunities similar to those in 
receipt of the jobseeker’s payment or disability allowance; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [40536/19]

08/10/2019WRT06000462. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if she will include partial capacity benefit as a qualifying payment for Springboard courses; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40640/19]

08/10/2019WRT06100463. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if she has considered the benefits for persons with mental health issues to use partial capac-
ity benefit and Springboard courses to improve their mental health and employability; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [40641/19]

08/10/2019WRT06200Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to take Questions Nos. 453, 462 and 463 together.

Partial Capacity Benefit (PCB) is a social welfare scheme which allows a person to return 
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to work or self-employment (if they have reduced capacity to work) and continue to receive a 
payment from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection (DEASP).  A per-
son in receipt of Invalidity Pension or Illness Benefit for a minimum of six months who wishes 
to return to work may qualify for PCB if their capacity for work is reduced by their medical 
condition.

It is important to note in relation to PCB that:

-  participation is voluntary.

-  there is no requirement that a person must undertake work that is of a ‘rehabilitative or 
therapeutic’ nature (no exemption needs to be sought from DEASP).

-  there is no restriction on the number of hours worked. 

-  there is no restriction on earnings.

-  a person who participates on the PCB scheme may return to an Illness Benefit or Invalid-
ity Pension payment if, for example, the employment ceases or if the person cannot continue 
to work.

-  a person on the PCB scheme, with an underlying entitlement to Invalidity Pension, will 
retain their Free Travel Pass for a period of five years.

-  PCB allows people to continue to receive a percentage of their Illness Benefit or Invalidity 
Pension payment while working.  The personal rate of payment of PCB is based on a medical 
assessment of a person’s restriction, regarding their capacity for work, whether the person was 
in receipt of Illness Benefit or Invalidity Pension and their current rate of payment.  After the 
medical assessment, if a person’s disability is rated as moderate, severe  or profound their previ-
ous payment continues at 50%, 75% or 100% per cent, respectively. 

The PCB scheme extends the welfare system by explicitly recognising and responding to 
the reality that some people with disabilities will have a capacity to engage in open market 
employment while continuing to receive some income support from the State.  The objective 
of the scheme is to support such people to return to the workplace without fear of loss of their 
disability related social welfare benefits.

The majority of springboard+ courses are open to employed, unemployed and returners who 
meet the eligibility criteria at the time of course commencement.  Eligibility for springboard+ is 
the responsibility for the Higher Education Authority and my colleague the Minister for Educa-
tion and Skills.

The Back to Education Allowance scheme (BTEA) is an educational opportunities scheme 
for customers in receipt of certain social welfare payments wishing to pursue second or third 
level courses of education, subject to meeting the qualifying conditions.  The BTEA aims to as-
sist those who are distant from the labour market to acquire the necessary education to improve 
their chances at attaining employment.   

Any change to the qualifying conditions for the various schemes operated by the Depart-
ment would have to be considered within the annual budgetary context.

08/10/2019WRT06300Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

08/10/2019WRT06400454. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
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the status of a domiciliary care allowance for a person (details supplied); when a decision is 
expected; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40563/19]

08/10/2019WRT06500Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): An application for Domiciliary Care Allowance ( DCA) was re-
ceived from this lady on the 30th July 2019.  Applications received in mid July 2019 are cur-
rently being finalised.  The application will be considered by a deciding officer in due course 
and the decision notified to her as soon as possible.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy. 

08/10/2019WRT06600Disability Allowance Applications

08/10/2019WRT06700455. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a decision on a disability allowance application by a person (details supplied) 
will issue; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40575/19]

08/10/2019WRT06800Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Based on the evidence supplied in support of this person’s ap-
plication, her application for disability allowance (DA) was disallowed on the grounds that the 
medical qualifying condition was not satisfied. The person in question was notified in writing 
of this decision on 4 July 2019.

They requested a review of the decision by a deciding officer (DO) and submitted additional 
medical evidence for consideration on 26 July 2019 and on 13 August 2019. 

When a decision is made on this additional information the person concerned will be noti-
fied directly of the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRT06900Social Insurance

08/10/2019WRT07000456. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if paid PRSI contributions are credited to the PRSI record of a person following 
confirmation of payment of PRS; if not, PRSI payments are recognised in cases in which an 
agreement has been put in place between a person and the Revenue Commissioners to clear out-
standing tax and PRSI obligations; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40582/19]

08/10/2019WRT07100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
PRSI on reckonable earnings and emoluments is collected within the PAYE system and remit-
ted (along with the tax/USC) to Revenue. 

Until 31 December 2018, this information was submitted to Revenue on a monthly basis 
under the P30/annual P35 system of returns.  The contribution records were then transmitted to 
the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection at the end of each year.

From 1 January 2019, Revenue introduced a PAYE Modernisation system, which provides 
an up-to-date, ‘real time’ record of each individual’s employment history. 

As each PAYE return is made to Revenue, the full PRSI liability is discharged and details of 
the contributions are recorded for transmission to the Department of Employment Affairs and 
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Social Protection.

Generally, PRSI liability has to be fully discharged before contributions are entered on a 
person’s record. However, if a PRSI contributor is in compliance with discharging an agreed 
debt schedule with Revenue, my Department will consider any contributions that may be part 
of that debt schedule as paid.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRT07200Free Travel Scheme Applications

08/10/2019WRT07300457. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if a free travel pass will issue to a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [40598/19]

08/10/2019WRT07400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): As 
the person concerned has an entitlement to Free Travel, a Free Travel Pass together with a Com-
panion Pass was issued on 26 September 2019.  The expected delivery time for travel passes to 
a claimant is within 7 to 10 days of date of issue.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRU00200Invalidity Pension Applications

08/10/2019WRU00300458. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if he will address a matter regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [40600/19]

08/10/2019WRU00400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The lady referred to has been awarded invalidity pension with 
effect from 20 June 2019.  Her first payment will issue to her nominated bank account on 10 
October 2019.  Arrears due from 20 June 2019 to 09 October 2019, less any overlapping social 
welfare payment, will issue to her nominated bank account on 17 October 2019.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRU00500State Pensions Reform

08/10/2019WRU00600459. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
her plans for social welfare payments for persons obliged to retire at 65 years of age as the State 
pension age increases to 67 years of age and over. [40610/19]

08/10/2019WRU00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): In-
creasing pension age, to moderate the increase in pension duration, is a means by which pen-
sions can be made sustainable in the context of increasing longevity.  In order to provide for 
sustainable pensions and to facilitate a longer working life, legislation passed in 2011 provides 
for an increase in the State pension age in three separate stages.  In 2014, the State pension age 
was standardised at 66.  This will be increased to 67 in 2021 and 68 in 2028.  The Roadmap for 
Pensions Reform 2018-2023 has stated that future changes in State pension age after 2035 will 
be decided on research into life expectancy. 
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This sustainability is vital, if the current workers, who fund State pension payments through 
their PRSI, are to receive a pension themselves when they reach retirement age.  It is the only 
feasible solution which does not involve reducing pension rates to pensioners (which would 
result in poverty among older people), or reducing other significant areas of Government ex-
penditure (such as other payments made by my Department). 

In most cases, it is hoped that workers will continue to work up to State pension age, and so 
the question of claiming a social protection payment would not arise.  Where this is not possible 
and a person loses their employment before reaching State pension age, they may apply for 
either the jobseeker’s benefit or jobseeker’s allowance schemes.  Jobseeker’s payments are cur-
rently paid to eligible jobseekers aged 18 to 66 years subject to the person satisfying the general 
scheme conditions. Social Welfare legislation states that jobseeker payments may be made until 
the person reaches pensionable age provided they satisfy the necessary contribution conditions.   

It is important to note that there is no legally mandated retirement age in the State, and the 
age at which employees retire is a matter for the contract of employment between them and 
their employers.  While such a contract may have been entered into with a retirement age of 65, 
in the context of the previous State pension arrangements, there is no legal impediment to the 
employer and employee agreeing to increase the duration of employment for one or more years, 
if both parties wish to do so.  In this regard, the Workplace Relations Commission has produced 
a Code of Practice on Longer Working and the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission 
(IHREC) has published guidance material for employers on the use of fixed-term contracts 
beyond normal retirement age.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

08/10/2019WRU00800JobPath Data

08/10/2019WRU00900460. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number of persons referred to Turas Nua and Seetec for JobPath to date; the number 
of persons to date that have gained employment through the JobPath service; the number of 
persons that have been employed for over a year on JobPath; the number employed after two 
years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40629/19]

08/10/2019WRU01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
primary purpose of JobPath is to provide a case management based, employment advice and 
counselling service to long term unemployed jobseekers.  Between July 2015 and September 
2019, some 241,346 jobseekers had commenced their engagement period with the JobPath 
service.  Of this number, 52% were unemployed for over three years.  This group, in particular, 
faces significant barriers when seeking to enter or return to employment in the labour market.

To date, some 55,490 jobseekers have commenced employment during their engagement 
period with Jobpath.  Of this number 49,660 had commenced full-time employment and 5,830 
had commenced part-time employment. Of those almost 17,000 have sustained full time em-
ployment for a period of 12 months or more.  It should be noted that many clients who are 
currently engaged with JobPath are still in the first phase of the service. They have not had suf-
ficient time with the service to have gained employment nor sustain that employment for up to 
52 weeks.  

Furthermore, as many clients who have commenced employment did so less than 12 months 
the numbers sustaining employment for over 12 months is expected to increase over time.

The econometric review of JobPath undertaken by my Department in partnership with the 
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OECD noted that the weekly employment earnings of people who secured employment with 
the JobPath service are 17% higher than the weekly employment earnings of people who se-
cured employment without the support of JobPath in 2018. Taken with the 26% improvement in 
employment outcomes in the same period, it means the overall positive employment/earnings 
impact is 37% in 2018 for those supported by the JobPath service.  These findings indicate that 
jobseekers who engage with JobPath are significantly more likely to get a positive employment 
outcome than those not supported by the service.

In regard to continuous employment lasting longer than 52 weeks, the JobPath programme 
specifically requires follow up and in-work support from the contractor and sustained employ-
ment during this period is recorded. I am advised that currently, the activation services of the 
Department do not track continuous employment for customers who would have ended a Job-
seekers claim over 12 months previously.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRU01100Invalidity Pension Payments

08/10/2019WRU01200461. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when an invalidity pension payment will issue to a person (details supplied); and the amount of 
arrears due. [40630/19]

08/10/2019WRU01300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The lady referred to has been awarded invalidity pension with 
effect from 29 November 2018.  First payment will issue to her nominated bank account on 10 
October 2019.  Arrears due from 29 November 2018 to 09 October 2019, less any overlapping 
social welfare payment will issue to her nominated bank account on 17 October 2019.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

  Questions Nos. 462 and 463 answered with Question No. 453.

08/10/2019WRU01600Disability Allowance Payments

08/10/2019WRU01700464. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when arrears will issue in the case of a person (details supplied). [40648/19]

08/10/2019WRU01800Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned has been awarded disability allowance with 
effect from 15 May 2019. The first payment will be made by her chosen payment method on 16 
October 2019.

This lady was in receipt of another social welfare payment, or an increase was paid to an-
other for her benefit, during the period 15 May 2019 to 15 October 2019.  Consequently, the 
amount of social welfare already paid requires calculation. Arrears of payment due will issue as 
soon as possible once any necessary adjustment is applied.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRU01900Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals
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08/10/2019WRU02000465. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of a domiciliary care allowance for a person (details supplied); and when a decision 
will be made in relation to same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40662/19]

08/10/2019WRU02100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): An application for domiciliary care allowance was received from 
the person concerned on the 9th May 2019. The application was not allowed as the child was 
not considered to satisfy the qualifying conditions for the allowance. A letter issued on the 12th 
July 2019 setting out the decision of the deciding officer to refuse the allowance and outlining 
the entitlement to seek a review of the decision or appeal it. 

An appeal was registered by the Social Welfare Appeals Office on the 31st July 2019.  As 
part of the appeals process, the application including any additional material provided will be 
re-examined by a departmental Medical Assessor and a deciding officer. The person concerned 
will be notified in writing once the review has been finalised. Appeal reviews are currently tak-
ing approximately 12 weeks to process. 

If the review is unsuccessful, a submission will be prepared and forwarded to the indepen-
dent Social Welfare Appeals Office for consideration by an Appeals Officer.  In that case, the 
Social Welfare Appeals Office will contact her directly about the outcome of the appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRU02200Working Family Payment Appeals

08/10/2019WRU02300466. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of the working family payment for a person (details supplied); when a decision will 
be made; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40694/19]

08/10/2019WRU02400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (formerly Family Income Supplement) is a weekly tax free payment 
which provides additional income support to employees on low earnings with children. In order 
to qualify for WFP, an applicant must have a qualified child and be engaged in full-time paid 
employment as an employee for not less than 38 hours per fortnight.

Working family payment for the person concerned was awarded on the 29th August 2019.  
This decision was appealed by the person concerned on the 19th September 2019. 

As part of this appeal, a review was carried out and the Deciding Officer’s decision of the 
14th August 2019 still stands. The file has been sent to the Appeals Office for full appeal.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

08/10/2019WRU02500Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

08/10/2019WRU02600467. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if she will meet with this Deputy and a person (details supplied) to discuss older 
workers and community employment schemes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40714/19]

08/10/2019WRU02700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
aim of the Community Employment (CE) programme is to enhance the employability of dis-
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advantaged and unemployed people by providing work experience and training opportunities 
for them within their communities.  The programme helps break the cycle of unemployment 
and improve a person’s chances of returning to the labour market.  CE is generally open to ap-
plicants aged between 21 and 66 years.

A number of new conditions were introduced on CE in July 2017 to further support progres-
sion and broaden access to CE to a wider range of people.  In general all CE placements for 
new entrants aged between 21 and 55 years are for 1 year – however CE participants, working 
towards a major educational award, can seek to extend participation by up to two years to en-
able them to reach the required standard of qualification.  In addition, those over 55 years of age 
can remain on CE for three years.

Participants over age 62 are allowed to participate on a continuous basis up to the State 
Pension age on the CE Service Support Stream (SSS), subject to availability of places on the 
SSS, satisfactory performance by them on the scheme and, subject to annual approval by the 
Department.   The places allocated for these participants within each individual CE scheme are 
subject to certain limitation criteria. 

If the Deputy could provide more information on the matters raised, and the particular 
concerns of the person whose details were provided, I will have my officials look at the case in 
question in light of the request for a meeting.

08/10/2019WRU02800Citizens Information Board

08/10/2019WRU02900468. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if there is an effective efficient and fair distribution of funds by the Citizens Information 
Board to various MABS companies to ensure that counties such as County Clare are not disad-
vantaged; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40718/19]

08/10/2019WRU03000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Money Advice and Budgeting Service (MABS), under the aegis of the Citizens Information 
Board, (CIB) provides assistance to people, in particular those on low incomes or living on 
social welfare payments, who are over-indebted and need help and advice with debt problems. 
As part of its free services, MABS also provides help and advice to those in mortgage arrears.

The governance arrangements of what had been 51 local MABS services providing a face 
to face services from 60 offices nationwide, were restructured into 8 Regional MABS compa-
nies during 2018. Clare MABS together with West Waterford, Limerick, Waterford, Tipperary 
North and South MABS formed a new regional company - North Munster MABS.  Prior to 
the establishment of this new company, MABS in the counties of North Munster, comprised 
six separate and distinct companies, all competing for resources and funding from the Citizens  
Information Board.   

North Munster MABS, a new company funded and supported by the Citizens Information 
Board, is responsible for providing a Money Advice and Budgeting Service extending across 
the four counties of Clare, Limerick, Tipperary and Waterford. The service operates eight of-
fices across this geographical region and employs 44 staff, part time and full time including a 
Regional Manager who oversees the operation of the service.  

North Munster MABS, is overseen by a voluntary Board which aims to ensure that the pro-
vision of and access to MABS is consistent and fair across the entire region. Since its establish-
ment in 2018, the Board of North Munster MABS has become more familiar with the needs of 
each area in its catchment and is making plans to develop a staffing strategy to best meet those 
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identified needs.  Equity of access and provision of service across all four counties will be a 
primary driver of that strategy and the aim is to make effective and efficient use of taxpayers 
money to develop quality services for MABS clients in the North Munster region. 

CIB is working closely with all newly established Regional Boards and staff of the services 
to develop  the future plans to further improve services across the country and to ensure a 
greater level of consistency, quality and accessibility. 

I trusty this clarifies the matter for the Deputy 

08/10/2019WRU03100Central Bank of Ireland

08/10/2019WRU03200469. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the position regarding CP 116 and IORP II; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40724/19]

08/10/2019WRU03300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): CP 
116 is a Consultation Paper issued by the Central Bank in November 2017 on “Intermediary 
Inducements - Enhanced Consumer Protection Measures”.  I understand that the Consultation 
Paper sought views from stakeholders on a series of proposed consumer protection measures in 
the area of commission payments.  Matters relating to the Central Bank come under the remit 
of my colleague, Mr. Paschal Donohoe T.D., Minister for Finance, and the Deputy may wish to 
address his query on this matter directly to him.

The IORP II Directive is a substantial Directive and the transposition of the Directive will 
result in significant improvements to the regulation and governance of funded occupational 
pension schemes in Ireland.  Officials in my Department, supported by the Pensions Author-
ity, are managing this transposition process.  The IORP II Directive has been cast in the light 
of consumer protection rights, including the right to a high level of consumer protection, in 
particular by ensuring a higher level of transparency of retirement provisioning and informed 
personal financial and retirement planning.

As the Deputy may be aware, an application has been granted for a judicial review for a set 
of reliefs and a stay in relation to the transposition into Irish law of the IORP II Directive.  As 
such, it would not be appropriate for me to comment further on matters that are currently before 
the Courts. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRU03400State Pension (Contributory)

08/10/2019WRU03500470. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the progress on the changes to calculating PRSI entitlements for the State pension (con-
tributory); and the effects of the changes. [40743/19]

08/10/2019WRU03600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
introduction of a Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to establishing the level of entitlement 
for all new state pension contributory claims was signalled by the then Government in the Na-
tional Pensions Framework in 2010.  At that time it set a target date of 2020 for the implementa-
tion of TCA.  More recently, the Roadmap for Pensions Reform 2018-2023 targeted implemen-
tation of the TCA from Q3 of 2020.  This is subject to the necessary legislation being enacted 
and supporting structures being in place.   
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Consultation is a very important part of the development and design of the new pension.  
With this in mind, I launched a public consultation on the design of the TCA on the 28th of May 
2018 to which a wide variety of stakeholder groups were invited.  A number of workshops were 
also held on the day to elicit views and feedback. 

Shortly afterwards, Oireachtas members were invited to a detailed briefing by my officials 
in Leinster House.  The consultation was open for over three months and the Department re-
ceived almost 300 responses from individuals and organisations.  Those submissions outlined 
the views of respondents on the issues of most interest to them.

Having carefully examined the outputs of the consultation process, my Department is now 
designing the scheme and I intend to bring a proposal to Government setting out that design in 
the near future. When the Government has agreed the approach to be taken, I will initiate the 
work required to introduce this reform.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

08/10/2019WRU03700Brexit Issues

08/10/2019WRU03800471. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the contingency in place in the event of a crash out and-or no-deal Brexit in respect 
of contracts in place with a service provider engaged by her Department (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [40805/19]

08/10/2019WRU03900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department has contracts with two companies for the provision of the JobPath service, Turas 
Nua Limited and Seetec Limited. Both of the current JobPath contracts are subject to Irish law 
and the services provided by the companies are delivered in Ireland.  Both companies have es-
tablished a network of offices throughout the country and have recruited staff locally.  

It is anticipated that both JobPath providers will be in a position to fully discharge their 
contractual obligations in providing a comprehensive service to the long-term unemployed fol-
lowing an exit of the United Kingdom from the European Union.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRU04000Home Help Service

08/10/2019WRU04100472. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if the number of hours that can be worked by home carers employed directly or indirectly 
by the HSE in respect of the various means tested schemes including the carers allowance will 
be increased in view of the difficulties being experienced recruiting sufficient home carers; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [40833/19]

08/10/2019WRU04200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Department of Health has responsibility for the National Carers’ Strategy which sets out the 
strategic direction for future policies, supports and services provided by Government Depart-
ments and agencies for carers. The primary responsibility for providing services such as the 
Home Support Service (formerly the Home Help Service or Home Care Package Scheme) rests 
with the Health Service Executive. 

My Department provides a range of supports to those who are caring for family members, 
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friends or neighbours.   These measures aim to recognise the needs of carers through the provi-
sion of appropriate income supports, to enable carers to remain in touch with the labour market 
to the greatest extent possible and to empower carers to participate fully in economic and social 
life. These income supports include Carer’s Allowance, Carer’s Benefit, Domiciliary Care Al-
lowance and the Carer’s Support Grant.

A primary qualifying condition for the Carer’s Allowance payment is that the applicant 
provides full-time care and attention to a person in need of such care.  However, in order to sup-
port a carer’s continued attachment to the workforce and broader social inclusion, carers may 
engage in some limited employment, education or training, while still being regarded as being 
in a position to provide full-time care.  During this time of employment, education or training, 
adequate provision must be made for the care of the relevant person. Both the full-time care and 
attention requirement and the current 15-hour limitation are contained in the respective legisla-
tive provisions of the Carer’s Allowance, Carer’s Benefit and Carer’s Support Grant schemes. 

As part of Budget 2006, the number of hours per week that carers could engage in employ-
ment, education or training outside the home was increased from 10 to 15 hours per week.  

Carer’s Allowance is a means-tested payment for carers who look after certain people in 
need of full-time care and attention on a full time basis.  As of end of July 2019, there were 
82,015 people in receipt of Carer’s Allowance.  The projected expenditure on Carer’s Allow-
ance in 2019 is almost €840 million. 

Any further changes to the hours condition would need to be considered in a budgetary con-
text and would also need to maintain a reasonable balance between the requirement to provide 
full-time care for the care recipient and the needs of the carer.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRU04300Workplace Equipment Adaptation Grant

08/10/2019WRU04400473. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number of applications received over the past five years and the number of grants 
awarded for the workplace adaptation grant; and the amount of funding given to the grant in the 
same period by county in tabular form. [40895/19]

08/10/2019WRU04500Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The aim of the Workplace Equipment/Adaptation Grant (WEAG) 
is to increase the job opportunities for people with a disability by supporting additional costs 
related to the disability, which are incurred by:

- private sector employers employing or retaining an employee with a disability; 

- self-employed people with a disability. 

It is important to note that the WEAG is a demand-led scheme and that is funding is pro-
vided by the Department in response to the number of applications received. 

As WEAG is applied for through local INTREO Services around the country it is not pos-
sible to give the actual number of applications received, however the following table shows 
expenditure for all successful applications. 

Table 1:   Number of grants and expenditure by county for the last 5 years.
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 Year 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019   
(Oct)

County No Amount No. Amount No. Amount No. Amount No. Amount

Carlow 1 €850.00 0 0 2 €5,432.39 0

Cavan 2 €668.00 0 2 €7,065.00 1 €4,890.00 0

Clare 1 €400.00 1 €269.72 1 €392.09 3 €2,785.92 1 €752.89

Cork 6 €10,770.04 2 €3,066.95 6 €4,952.93 3 €2,165.89 5 €9,272.27

Donegal 1 €589.00 1 €416.00 2 €3,356.00 1 €540.00 1 €955.00

Dublin 8 €23,054.98 9 €19,178.77 9 €25,396.82 17 €38,859.35 6 €18,307.48

Galway 1 €914.50 2 €892.68 2 €1,607.74 1 €289.00 1 €3,340.00

Kerry 0 0 0 5 €16,881.27 0

Kildare 1 €1,965.00 0 0 0 2 €5,250.80

Kilkenny 0 1 €6,348.70 1 €5,880.00 0 1 €505.96

Laois 2 €1,599.00 0 0 0 0

Leitrim 0 2 €854.74 0 0 0

Limerick 0 2 €4,564.31 1 €1,170.00 0 2 €1,877.09

Longford 0 0 0 0 1 €3,610.00

Louth 1 €2,130.00 1 €2,375.00 1 €557.38 0 0

Mayo 2 €389.42 0 1 €69.33 0 0

Meath 1 €2,240.00 2 €3,470.92 1 €6,350.00 0 1 €2,113.59

Monaghan 2 €3,143.00 2 €2,650.00 1 €395.00 0 0

Offaly 1 €535.00 1 €2,182.00 0 1 €1,336.00

Roscom-
mon

3 €1,545.48 3 €3,048.77 2 €1,148.00 1 €825.00 0

Sligo 0 3 €1,439.00 3 €10,807.27 1 €84.00 0

Tipperary 0 0 2 €16,435.88 0 0

Waterford 0 0 0 0 0

Westmeath 1 €6,350.00 3 €563.45 1 €535.00 1 €6,100.00 0

Wexford 1 €965.00 0 2 €2,963.46 5 €18,825.97 2 €3,560.00

Wicklow 0 1 €2,719.65 1 €631.20 3 €2,344.00 0

Total 35 €58,108.42 36 €54,040.66 39 €89,713.10 44 €100,022.79 24 €50,881.08

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRU04600State Pension (Contributory) Applications

08/10/2019WRU04700474. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if a UK record for a pension application by a person (details supplied) will be expedited; 
the status of the application; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40903/19]

08/10/2019WRU04800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): A 
minimum of 520 full-rate paid contributions is required for entitlement to standard state pen-
sion (contributory), with a minimum of 260 full-rate paid contributions required for entitlement 
to a mixed insurance pro rata pension. According to the records of my Department, the person 
concerned has a total of 181 full-rate paid Irish contributions.  Based on their Irish contribution 
history only, the person does not qualify for an Irish state pension (contributory). 

Under European Union Regulations, a person’s social insurance record in one or more EU 
countries can be combined with their Irish social insurance record, to determine entitlement to 
a proportional or pro rata pension. As the person concerned has a UK social insurance record, 
details of their UK contribution history have been requested from the UK pensions authority.  

While the person has provided details of UK employment and their addresses while living in 
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the UK, they have not provided their UK National Insurance Number. The absence of this num-
ber greatly hampers the Department of Work and Pension in the UK from locating details of 
the persons UK record.  Similar to an Irish Personal Public Service Number (PPSN), a National 
Insurance Number is a unique identifier which would facilitate tracing this person’s UK record.  

If the person in question can assist in the provision of this number it will be of great assis-
tance in locating their UK record.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRU04900Invalidity Pension Reviews

08/10/2019WRU05000475. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the reason for the delays issuing a decision on the review of an invalidity pension ap-
plication by a person (details supplied) which commenced over two months ago; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [40911/19]

08/10/2019WRU05100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Following a review of her application, the lady referred to has 
been awarded invalidity pension with effect from 24 January 2019.  Payment will issue to her 
nominated bank account on 24 October 2019  Any arrears due from 24 January 2019 to 23 Oc-
tober 2019 (less any overlapping social welfare payment) will issue as soon as possible.  The 
lady in question was notified of this decision on 04 October 2019.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRU05200Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

08/10/2019WRU05300476. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection further to Parliamentary Question No. 650 of 2 July 2019, if the necessary documen-
tation required has been received in the relevant section in order to facilitate payment of rent 
support; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40916/19]

08/10/2019WRU05400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Ac-
cording to the records of my Department the most recent rent supplement claim in respect of the 
person concerned was closed in October 2017 and there has been no record of any application 
for rent supplement since that date.  

It is open to the person concerned to submit an application for a rent supplement payment.  
A form SWARS 1 has been issued to the person concerned and should be returned with relevant 
supporting documentation to Newbridge Intreo Centre.  When the necessary documentation has 
been received an Officer of my Department will assess the application and contact the person 
concerned with a decision.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRU05500Carer’s Allowance Applications

08/10/2019WRU05600477. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a decision has been made on a carer’s allowance application by a person (details sup-



Questions - Written Answers

222

plied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40939/19]

08/10/2019WRU05700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care. 

I confirm that my department received an application for Carer’s allowance from the person 
concerned on 29 July 2019.  A letter was issued by a deciding officer on 21 September 2019 
seeking clarification from the person concerned.

Once a response is received the application will be processed without delay and the person 
concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy  .

08/10/2019WRU05800Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

08/10/2019WRU05900478. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the position regarding the provision of a pension scheme for community employment scheme 
supervisors; when the issue will be resolved; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40940/19]

08/10/2019WRU06000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I am 
currently engaging with representatives of Community Employment supervisors and assistant 
supervisors to discuss issues arising following the 2008 Labour Court Recommendation.  All 
parties to the engagement process have agreed that the detail of the discussions should remain 
confidential while the engagement is ongoing and I would ask Deputies to respect these wishes 
and allow the talks to continue free from speculation which might prove unhelpful. I expect that 
it will take a number of weeks to reach a conclusion.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRU06100Disability Allowance Applications

08/10/2019WRU06200479. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a decision has been made on an application for a disability allowance by a person 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40944/19]

08/10/2019WRU06300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned has been awarded disability allowance with 
effect from 8 May 2019. The first payment will be made by her chosen payment method on 16 
October 2019.

Arrears of payment due will issue as soon as possible once any necessary adjustment is cal-
culated and applied in respect of any overlapping payments (if applicable). 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRU06400Community Employment Schemes Review
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08/10/2019WRU06500480. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of the interdepartmental review of community employment schemes; when the re-
view is expected to be published; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40945/19]

08/10/2019WRU06600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): As 
the Deputy will be aware, the Government agreed to establish an Interdepartmental Group 
(IDG) to explore how social inclusion schemes might be organised going forward. 

A number of meetings of the IDG have taken place and a number of bilateral meetings with 
relevant Departments have also been undertaken.  There was a consultative process with stake-
holders and the associated submissions were considered as part of the wider deliberations.  I 
expect to have the final report shortly.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

Question No. 481 withdrawn.

08/10/2019WRU06700Commencement of Legislation

08/10/2019WRU06800482. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection further to Parliamentary Question No. 159 of 29 May 2019, the progress in rela-
tion to the commencement of section 13 of the Civil Registration (Amendment) Act 2014; the 
position that pertains to the recognition and recording here of death certificates issued in other 
jurisdictions in respect of Irish citizens that died abroad; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [40968/19]

08/10/2019WRU06900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
commencement of section 13 of the Civil Registration (Amendment) Act 2014 is subject to en-
gagement by Civil Registration Service staff in the HSE with training that has been developed 
by the General Register Office of my Department.  Officials from my Department are continu-
ing to engage with their counterparts from the Department of Health and the HSE, with a view 
to them expediting the matter and facilitating the commencement of the legislation necessary 
for implementation of the record of deaths abroad.

08/10/2019WRU07000Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

08/10/2019WRU07100483. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her views on a matter (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40981/19]

08/10/2019WRU07200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
am currently engaging with representatives of the Community Employment supervisors and 
assistant supervisors to discuss issues arising following the 2008 Labour Court Recommenda-
tion.  All parties to the this process have agreed that the detail of the discussions should remain 
confidential while discussions are ongoing.  I would ask Deputies to respect these wishes and 
allow the talks to continue free from speculation which might prove unhelpful at this stage.  I 
anticipate that it will take a number of weeks to bring these discussions to a conclusion.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRV00200Free Travel Scheme
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08/10/2019WRV00300484. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a companion pass will be reinstated in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry following the submission of comprehensive medical evidence outlining the requirement; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40982/19]

08/10/2019WRV00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned was awarded a Free Travel Companion Pass in 2016, to be reviewed in one 
year.  Following review in 2018, the Department’s Medical Advisor found that the claimant 
does not require a Free Travel Companion Pass on medical grounds and subsequently the pass 
was revoked on 2 November 2018.  

Later that month, the claimant reapplied for a Companion Pass.  This application was also 
disallowed on medical grounds on 13 December 2018.  The claimant has submitted further 
medical evidence in support of his claim in April , May and July 2019.  I am advised that the 
person’s claim for Companion Pass was again disallowed by a Departmental Medical Adviser 
on 16 August 2019, as the medical evidence supplied did not indicate that the customer was 
medically unfit to travel alone.  

It remains open to the person concerned to provide additional (or specialist) medical evi-
dence in support of their claim for a companion pass.  If further evidence is provided, the matter 
will be re-examined.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRV00500Working Family Payment Applications

08/10/2019WRV00600485. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of a working family payment application by a person (details supplied); when a deci-
sion will be made; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40984/19]

08/10/2019WRV00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is an in-work payment which provides additional income 
support to employees on low earnings with children. 

In order to qualify for WFP you must have at least 1 qualified child who normally resides 
with you. Under Social Welfare Legislation, a qualified child is defined as a child under 18 
years of age or aged between 18 and 22 and in full-time day education.

Working family payment for the person concerned was due for renewal on 18 July 2019. 
From the information provided at the time of renewal the person concerned did not meet the 
condition of having a qualified child and the claim was disallowed.

I am advised that my Department will carry out a review of the working family payment en-
titlement for the person concerned.  When this has been completed my Department will contact 
the person concerned with the outcome of this review. 

I trust this clarifies matters. 

08/10/2019WRV00800Disability Allowance Applications

08/10/2019WRV00900486. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when a decision will be made on an application by a person (details supplied) for a dis-
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ability allowance qualified adult pertaining to the spouse of the applicant; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [40989/19]

08/10/2019WRV01000Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned has been awarded an increase for a qualified 
adult (IQA) on their disability allowance (DA) with effect from 3 April 2019. The first payment 
will be made by his chosen payment method on 9 October 2019.

Arrears of payment due will issue as soon as possible once any necessary adjustment is cal-
culated and applied in respect of any overlapping payments (if applicable). 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRV01100Carer’s Allowance Applications

08/10/2019WRV01200487. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if an application by a person (details supplied) for a carer’s allowance will be processed; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41011/19]

08/10/2019WRV01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment, made to persons who are 
providing full-time care and attention to a person who has such a disability that they require 
that level of care.

The person concerned has been in receipt of a Carers Allowance payment since 4th April 
2002. The department has no record of an additional application for a second caree by the per-
son concerned.  If the person concerned wishes to make a further application, she should com-
plete and return an application form (CR1) to carer’s allowance section in the social welfare 
services office, Longford, as soon as possible.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

08/10/2019WRV01400Carer’s Allowance Applications

08/10/2019WRV01500488. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a decision has been made on an application by a person (details supplied) for a carer’s 
allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41029/19]

08/10/2019WRV01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment, made to persons who are 
providing full-time care and attention to a person who has such a disability that they require 
that level of care. 

I confirm that my department received an application for carer’s allowance from the person 
concerned on 21 June 2019.  Additional information in relation to the person’s application has 
been requested by a deciding officer. Once the information is received the application will be 
processed without delay and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy  .

08/10/2019WRV01700JobPath Programme
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08/10/2019WRV01800489. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the steps she will take to ensure that a person (details supplied) does not need to attend 
Turas Nua appointments; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41040/19]

08/10/2019WRV01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): All 
Jobseekers on the live register; including those working part time and in receipt of jobseeker 
payments must be capable of; available for and actively seeking full time employment, they are 
also required to engage with the Department’s activation services.  The Social Welfare (Consol-
idated) Act 2005, as amended, specifies that participation in activation meetings is mandatory.  

JobPath is an employment activation service provided by my Department that supports 
people who are long-term unemployed, including those in casual or part time employment.  The 
person concerned was referred to JobPath on the 2nd March 2019 as a part-time casual worker. 

Customers referred to JobPath who are working part-time have all activities including meet-
ings with their personal advisor scheduled around their work commitments and the JobPath 
contractors are required to be flexible in the provision of the service in that respect.  

JobPath contractors give due notice of any changes to scheduled appointments including 
cancellations. Unfortunately in this case I am advised that appointments have been cancelled at 
short notice due to unforeseen emergency personal circumstances of the Turas Nua employee. 
It was not possible to provide written notice to the client in these instances due to the limited 
time involved. On each occasion an SMS message was sent to the individual in advance of the 
appointment time notifying them of the cancellations. 

In the case of the customer concerned several scheduled appointments have been resched-
uled at the customer’s request due to their work commitments. Turas Nua will not request a 
customer to forgo paid employment to attend a scheduled appointment. 

I am advised that the person concerned had not attended two scheduled appointments, Turas 
Nua were not notified by the individual of their reason for non-attendance. In such instances the 
service provider is contracted to refer a customer to their local Intreo Centre to be advised of 
their obligation to attend scheduled appointments, as was the case for this individual.  

JobPath providers give an immediate reimbursement for travel expenses for all customers 
that use public transport or private transport to attend scheduled appointments. This includes a 
contribution towards fuel costs for travel by car, based on miles travelled to and from scheduled 
appointments. Clients of the service are made aware of this policy when they first engage with 
the service. In this case the customer has not sought reimbursement of their travel cost for using 
their own car for attending scheduled appointments. 

As the person concerned is still in receipt of a Jobseeker’s payment she is therefore expected 
to continue to attend scheduled appointments with the Job Path service. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRV02000Illness Benefit Applications

08/10/2019WRV02100490. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if an illness benefit for a person (details supplied) will issue; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41051/19]

08/10/2019WRV02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
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Illness Benefit claim from the person concerned has been awarded and is currently paid up to 
date.

I am advised that there was a delay in the person concerned receiving payment as the ac-
count details provided to the Department were incorrect. 

The department received the correct bank account details on the 27th September 2019, and 
the person’s claim was subsequently updated and all arrears issued from the Department on that 
date.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

08/10/2019WRV02300Community Employment Schemes Funding

08/10/2019WRV02400491. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the way in which, and the area from which, the €2.5 million additional funding announced 
in budget 2019 for the materials budget of community employment schemes has been spent; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41055/19]

08/10/2019WRV02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Community Employment (CE) is aimed at quality projects that provide excellent work experi-
ence that will assist a person participating on CE to enter the open labour market on exit from 
the scheme.  The programme supports voluntary and community companies to provide local 
services for their communities.

CE sponsors receive annual contracts from my Department which fund the employment of 
both CE participants and supervisors.  Funding is also provided towards training and material 
costs.  The materials provision covers all consumable services and materials necessary for the 
effective operation of the CE project including such items as Employers and Public Liability In-
surances, tools, stationery, audit fees, bank charges (excluding bank interest), protective cloth-
ing and hire of equipment.  The material payment enables sponsors to deliver the programme.

Material funding is provided to CE sponsors in accordance with their requirements.  I pro-
vided an additional materials funding of €2m in Budget 2019.  This additional provision has 
been allocated to projects that required this additional funding as set out above.

I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

08/10/2019WRV02600School Meals Programme

08/10/2019WRV02700492. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated amount it would cost to roll out the school meals programme to all primary 
and secondary schools here; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41060/19]

08/10/2019WRV02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
school meals programme provides funding towards the provision of food to some 1,580 schools 
and organisations benefitting 250,000 children at a total cost of €57.6 million in 2019 represent-
ing an increase of €3.6 million over the previous year.  The objective of the scheme is to provide 
regular, nutritious food to children who are unable, due to lack of good quality food, to take full 
advantage of the education provided to them.  The programme is an important component of 
policies to encourage school attendance and extra educational achievement. 
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According to information contained on the Department of Educations and Skills website 
there are 3,240 primary schools and 722 secondary schools with a combined enrolment of 
930,671 students (567,772 in primary schools and 362,899 in secondary schools). If a break-
fast/snack at 60c per child, per day, and a lunch at €1.40 per child, per day, to all students in 
these schools, it would cost approximately €324m (€204m for primary schools and €120m for 
secondary schools) for a full school year.

08/10/2019WRV02900State Pensions Reform

08/10/2019WRV03000493. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her views on a matter (details supplied) regarding changes to the old age pension; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [41149/19]

08/10/2019WRV03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
introduction of a Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to establishing the level of entitlement 
for all new state pension contributory claims was signalled by the then Government in the Na-
tional Pensions Framework in 2010.  At that time it set a target date of 2020 for the implementa-
tion of TCA.  More recently, the Roadmap for Pensions Reform 2018-2023 targeted implemen-
tation of the TCA from Q3 of 2020.  This is subject to the necessary legislation being enacted 
and supporting structures being in place.   

Consultation is a very important part of the development and design of the new pension.  
With this in mind, I launched a public consultation on the design of the TCA on the 28th of May 
2018 to which a wide variety of stakeholder groups were invited.  A number of workshops were 
also held on the day to elicit views and feedback. 

Shortly afterwards, Oireachtas members were invited to a detailed briefing by my officials 
in Leinster House.  The consultation was open for over three months and the Department re-
ceived almost 300 responses from individuals and organisations.  Those submissions outlined 
the views of respondents on the issues of most interest to them including how self-employed 
people and Class S PRSI contributions since 1988 could be treated.

Having carefully examined the outputs of the consultation process, my Department is now 
designing the scheme and I intend to bring a proposal to Government setting out that design in 
the near future. When the Government has agreed the overall approach to be taken, including 
measures in relation to Class S contributors, I will initiate the work required to introduce this 
reform.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

08/10/2019WRV03200Nitrates Action Programme

08/10/2019WRV03300494. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if he will consider extending the slurry spreading deadline to 30 October 2019 in view 
of adverse weather conditions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40680/19]

08/10/2019WRV03400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The European Union (Good Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters) Regulations 2017, 
as amended, give legal effect in Ireland to the Nitrates Directive and to our Nitrates Action 
Programme.  The Nitrates Directive requires all member states to define set periods when the 
land application of fertiliser, including slurry, is not allowed and in Ireland the closed season 
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commences on 15 October.

The closed periods for land application of fertiliser in Ireland were decided following ex-
tensive consultation and were discussed with farming bodies and the European Commission 
as Ireland introduced the Nitrates Action Programme.  The provisions of the Regulations are 
underpinned by scientific research and good agricultural practice. The most recent scientific 
studies carried out on a diverse range of farm and soil types as part of Teagasc’s ongoing 
Agricultural Catchments Programme have provided further evidence in support of regulating 
spreading periods as an effective means of reducing nutrient losses to waters.

While acknowledging the challenging weather conditions experienced during certain peri-
ods this year, including in recent weeks, I do not have any plans to make changes to the slurry 
spreading deadline. However, I will continue to keep this matter under review in consultation 
with the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

08/10/2019WRV03500Water Meters Installation

08/10/2019WRV03600495. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if Irish Water is no longer installing domestic water meters; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40549/19]

08/10/2019WRV03700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water services 
planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels, pursuant to Section 7 of 
the Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 which provided for the transfer to Irish Water of all water 
services functions conferred on the county and city councils by the Water Services Act 2007. 
Section 32 of the 2007 Act sets out responsibilities in respect of general water services func-
tions and includes the installation and maintenance of meters.

Irish Water has produced Standard Details and a Code of Practice which outlines acceptable 
design and construction practices for contractors which must be adhered to, to connect to Irish 
Water infrastructure. I am advised by Irish Water that according to this Code of Practice all new 
housing developments that are currently being completed by contractors are required to have a 
meter-ready boundary box installed. Before the establishment of Irish Water, local authorities 
also applied this requirement.  This applies to new houses; houses where the refurbishment re-
quires planning permission; and apartment blocks which will be fitted with bulk meters. These 
pre-installed meter-ready boundary boxes enable Irish Water to fit meters in developments in 
a planned programme of works, consistent with recommendations made in the 2017 Report of 
the Joint Oireachtas Committee on the Future Funding of Water Services, in the interests of ef-
fective leak detection and conservation of water supplies.

08/10/2019WRV03800Approved Housing Bodies

08/10/2019WRV03900496. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of approved housing bodies that have tier 1 certified body status; the number 
given tier 1 certified body status in the past year; and the number awarded certified body status 
in the past year (details supplied). [40555/19]

08/10/2019WRV04000498. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of approved housing bodies that have tier 1 certified body status. [40590/19]



Questions - Written Answers

230

08/10/2019WRV04100499. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of approved housing bodies given tier 1 certified body status in the past year. 
[40591/19]

08/10/2019WRV04200500. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of approved housing bodies awarded a certified body status in the past year 
(details supplied). [40592/19]

08/10/2019WRV04300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 496 and 498 to 500, inclusive, together.

Housing bodies are granted approved status by the Minister for Housing, Planning and Lo-
cal Government, under Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992,  for the 
purpose of being able to receive funding from local authorities, to provide social housing.  

The identification of Tiers within the overall cohort of AHBs is relevant in the context of the 
Voluntary Regulation Code (VRC).  AHBs not signed up to the Code have not identified which 
Tier their organisation would fall under. At present, 275 AHBs have signed up to the Code com-
prising 202 Tier 1, 54 Tier 2 and 19 in Tier 3. 

 From October 2018 to date, 4 new AHBs have been registered. All four bodies have signed 
up to the VRC as part of their application for approved status. Under the VRC the bodies are 
required to confirm which tier of the code they will fall under depending on units already in 
their ownership and/or their future plans. In the case of these four new AHBs, 3 identified as 
Tier 1 organisations and 1 has self-declared as a Tier 2.

08/10/2019WRV04400River Basin Management Plans

08/10/2019WRV04500497. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of progress made by the steering group to recommend ways to improve the fish 
passage at Parteen and Ardnacrusha on the River Shannon; the consultation process it is engag-
ing in; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40571/19]

08/10/2019WRV04600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The formation of a Steering Group in relation to the fish passage at Parteen was a key com-
mitment in the River Basin Management Plan for Ireland 2018-2021.   The Group, which was 
formally launched in October 2018, was tasked to advise on opportunities to improve fish mi-
gration in the lower Shannon.

To assist the Steering Group in developing a number of viable options for consideration, ex-
ternal expertise was procured from consultants CDM Smith who were appointed in April 2019. 

The Steering Group has identified consultation and engagement with stakeholders as a key 
issue and it has put in place a process for public dialogue. In this regard, a public information 
session, including roundtable discussions, took place in the Castletroy Park Hotel, in Limerick 
on 25 June 2019. The outcomes from this meeting, together with the engagement of the wider 
consultative group,  membership of which is set out in the table  below, are currently being 
considered as the project progresses to examining potential options.

A further public information session will be held to assist in refining potential options pro-
posed once these are identified.  I expect that further consultation will take place shortly. 

The Steering Group is expected to present its recommendations by April 2020.
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Parteen Fish Passage Steering Group Members

Core Group: Consultative Group:
Department of Housing, Planning & Local Govern-
ment

Environmental Protection Agency

Electricity Supply Board National Parks and Wildlife Service
Inland Fisheries Ireland Office of Public Works
Irish Water Shannon Fisheries Partnership

Waterways Ireland

  Questions Nos. 498 to 500, inclusive, answered with Question No. 496.

08/10/2019WRV05000Local Authority Leases

08/10/2019WRV05100501. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of private houses that local authorities are renting and subletting as social 
housing by local authority; the annual cost of renting these houses in each of the years 2016 
to 2018 and to date in 2019, by local authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40631/19]

08/10/2019WRV05200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Government has set out an ambitious set of targets for the delivery of social housing in 
the period to 2021 in its Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan. A commitment to deliver 50,000 new 
social housing homes through a range of delivery mechanisms is being supported by a multi-
annual Exchequer commitment totaling €6.5 billion over the period of the plan. These targets 
will be achieved using a combination of building, purchasing and leasing high quality proper-
ties to meet the needs of households on local authority waiting lists around the country. 

Of the 50,000 social housing homes to be delivered under Rebuilding Ireland, 10,000 are 
targeted to be leased by local authorities and approved housing bodies under leasing arrange-
ments from a range of different sources. 

The Social Housing Current Expenditure Programme (SHCEP) supports this delivery of 
social housing by providing financial support to local authorities for the leasing of houses and 
apartments. Dwellings under the scheme come from a number of different sources including 
private owners, Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs), Part V and the NAMA Special Purpose 
Vehicle (NARPS).

Long term lease arrangements, including the enhanced lease, of privately owned dwellings 
can be entered into by either local authorities or AHBs. Under these arrangements the local 
authority or AHB acts as the landlord to the tenant. Local authorities may also enter into avail-
ability arrangements with private owners whereby an owner makes their property available to 
tenants of the local authority for a defined period. Under this type of arrangement, the owner of 
the property acts as the landlord to the tenant and performs all the landlord obligations.

Details of the total number of privately owned homes made available to local authorities 
directly (i.e. not through an AHB) under long term lease or availability arrangements at the end 
of each of the years 2016 to 2018, and at end Q2 2019, are set out in Tables 1 and 2, together 
with the associated payments to local authorities. Payments made to local authorities in any 
given year may include claims relating to the previous year, which were previously unclaimed 
by the local authority. 
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Table 1: Total operational dwellings provided under lease or availability agreements 
between Private Owners and Local Authorities 2016 to End Q2 2019

LA 2016 2017 2018 Up to Q2 2019
Carlow County 
Council

36 39 42 41

Cavan County 
Council

16 16 14 15

Clare County 
Council

206 264 266 275

Cork City Council 61 61 59 58
Cork County 
Council

7 7 6 4

DLR County 
Council

20 22 22 22

Donegal County 
Council

178 180 167 168

Dublin City Coun-
cil

136 129 137 142

Fingal County 
Council

144 168 168 181

Galway City 
Council

163 160 114 109

Galway County 
Council

40 42 29 28

Kerry County 
Council

186 233 267 260

Kildare County 
Council

1 2 19 18

Kilkenny County 
Council

25 9 25 29

Laois County 
Council

38 31 30 30

Leitrim County 
Council

16 15 13 13

Limerick City and 
County Council

32 36 56 61

Longford County 
Council

90 92 103 99

Louth County 
Council

264 268 264 264

Mayo County 
Council

176 195 155 169

Meath County 
Council

23 23 24 25

Monaghan County 
Council

5 5 9 9

Offaly County 
Council

204 206 207 208

Roscommon 
County Council

4 4 7 14

Sligo County 
Council

39 40 41 41

South Dublin 
County Council

349 369 366 362
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LA 2016 2017 2018 Up to Q2 2019
Tipperary County 
Council

361 374 396 395

Waterford City and 
County Council

67 60 124 148

Westmeath County 
Council

291 255 291 293

Wexford County 
Council

105 105 122 123

Wicklow County 
Council

17 19 17 18

Total Operational 3,300 3,429 3,560 3,622

Table 2: Total amount paid to local authorities in respect of dwellings made available 
under lease or availability agreements between Private Owners and Local Authorities 
2016 to End Q2 2019

LA 2016 2017 2018 Up to Q2 2019
Carlow County 
Council

€186,271 €277,394 €248,688 €60,870

Cavan County 
Council

€79,451 €89,272 €84,633 €20,500

Clare County 
Council

€1,178,967 €1,457,652 €1,835,086 €522,844

Cork City Council €467,126 €461,881 €361,599 €110,559
Cork County 
Council

€131,483 €29,774 €23,686 €6,063

DLR County 
Council

€244,457 €284,885 €346,252 €90,419

Donegal County 
Council

€792,862 €1,395,061 €1,168,700 €292,679

Dublin City Coun-
cil

€1,269,382 €1,268,005 €1,706,785 €496,654

Fingal County 
Council

€1,520,633 €1,818,995 €1,993,851 €607,042

Galway City 
Council

€1,272,002 €1,319,269 €1,247,258 €298,224

Galway County 
Council

€144,583 €234,167 €208,867 €55,917

Kerry County 
Council

€696,287 €1,701,976 €1,735,375 €441,494

Kildare County 
Council

€64,348 €20,549 €102,296 €0

Kilkenny County 
Council

€59,459 €50,839 €105,791 €77,208

Laois County 
Council

€236,738 €229,212 €256,338 €0

Leitrim County 
Council

€59,592 €63,091 €61,521 €15,850

Limerick City and 
County Council

€205,119 €238,416 €433,950 €134,407

Longford County 
Council

€325,517 €440,052 €568,215 €150,702
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LA 2016 2017 2018 Up to Q2 2019
Louth County 
Council

€1,898,544 €2,068,027 €2,820,507 €568,893

Mayo County 
Council

€771,252 €828,874 €934,843 €233,026

Meath County 
Council

€128,778 €171,590 €148,370 €53,442

Monaghan County 
Council

€43,260 €28,861 €41,033 €13,618

Offaly County 
Council

€1,049,212 €1,402,145 €1,256,400 €327,475

Roscommon 
County Council

€21,998 €24,000 €38,945 €28,392

Sligo County 
Council

€292,836 €315,754 €349,358 €88,916

South Dublin 
County Council

€2,985,837 €5,632,023 €4,833,228 €1,241,822

Tipperary County 
Council

€1,498,150 €2,463,763 €2,155,626 €595,828

Waterford City and 
County Council

€320,232 €361,156 €851,182 €248,493

Westmeath County 
Council

€1,564,580 €1,361,235 €1,668,132 €473,656

Wexford County 
Council

€545,085 €646,277 €777,553 €223,715

Wicklow County 
Council

€163,343 €173,667 €160,391 €71,022

Total Spend €20,217,384 €26,857,862 €28,524,459 €7,549,730

08/10/2019WRV05300Fire Service Staff

08/10/2019WRV05400502. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding the retirement age of retained 
firefighters; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40637/19]

08/10/2019WRV05500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
As the Deputy outlined, the retirement age for retained firefighters is 55, with provision for 
an annual extension up to the age of 58, subject to a formal application process, including a 
compulsory medical assessment.  The retirement age for full-time firefighters is, in general, 55.  

The retirement ages reflect the legitimate requirement that firefighters should be capable of 
satisfactorily meeting the physically demanding nature of the role.  In this regard, pursuant to 
the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 1989, every fire authority, as an employer, has a 
statutory duty to avoid placing employees at unnecessary risk.

The roles of Chief Fire Officer and Assistant Chief Fire Officer are qualitatively different 
from and, hence, not comparable to that of a firefighter.

In general, any changes to the terms and conditions of employment proposed by either 
employing organisations or employee representative associations are discussed and negotiated 
using the established industrial relations processes.  I have no plans to review the situation in 
respect of retained firefighters outside of these well understood and long established processes.
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08/10/2019WRV05600Housing Data

08/10/2019WRV05700503. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if his Department has Part V targets for 2019, 2020 and 2021; and if so, the details of the 
targets for each of the years referenced. [40704/19]

08/10/2019WRV05800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness has a target to deliver more 
than 50,000 new social homes by the end of 2021. This will be achieved through a blend of 
build, including Part V, acquisition and leasing activity, under programmes led by both local 
authorities and Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs). 

While there are published targets for build, acquisition and leasing under Rebuilding Ire-
land, the delivery of Part V homes, a sub-programme under build, is ultimately based on the 
agreement between local authorities and the relevant developers and the subsequent the timing 
of delivery is largely outside of the control of local authorities. Of the 33,000 homes anticipated 
to be delivered under Build activity between 2016 and 2021, it was estimated that just over 
5,000 would come through Part V agreements. 

In 2018, against an expectation of approximately 590, some 841 homes were delivered for 
social housing under various Part V arrangements. In 2019, of the total build target of 6,545 
homes, it is expected that 1,260 may come from Part V. For 2020 and 2021, a slightly higher 
delivery again is anticipated, but the final delivery will be determined in light of the continued 
increase in housebuilding generally in each local authority area.

08/10/2019WRV05900Homeless Persons Supports

08/10/2019WRV06000504. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he will include an ethnic identifier in the pathway accommodation and support system 
to include Travellers. [40713/19]

08/10/2019WRV06100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department publishes data on a monthly basis outlining the number of homeless persons ac-
commodated in emergency accommodation funded and overseen by housing authorities.  These 
reports are based on data provided by housing authorities and are produced through the Path-
way Accommodation & Support System (PASS).  The reports are collated on a regional basis 
and are published on my Department’s website.

The monthly homelessness report includes details of individuals, families and the depen-
dants of these families who accessed emergency accommodation during the relevant count 
week of the month in question. These reports do not provide a breakdown by nationality or 
ethnic background. 

The Dublin Region Homeless Executive (DRHE) is in the process of upgrading PASS and 
remains on course to go live with this upgraded system in Q1 2020.  The feasibility of collect-
ing data on ethnicity is being considered in the context of the legal framework governing data 
protection. 

08/10/2019WRV06200Housing Adaptation Grant Data

08/10/2019WRV06300505. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
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ment the amount of funding allocated to each local authority in each of the years 2016 to 2018 
and to date in 2019 for housing adaptation grants in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40721/19]

08/10/2019WRV06400506. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount of funding drawn down by each local authority in each of the years 2016 to 
2018 and to date in 2019 for housing adaptation grants; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40722/19]

08/10/2019WRV06500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 505 and 506 together.

My Department provides funding to local authorities for the suite of Housing Adaptation 
Grants for Older People and People with a Disability in respect of private houses, with funding 
of €71.25 million allocated for 2019.  Information on the allocations to each local authority in 
respect of these grants for 2016 – 2019 is available on my Department’s website at the follow-
ing links – 

For 2016: www.housing.gov.ie/ministers-kelly-coffey-announce-5625-million-euro-im-
prove-homes-older-people-and-people-disability.

For 2017: www.housing.gov.ie/housing/rebuilding-ireland/older-people/minister-coveney-
announces-eu598million-improve-homes-older.

For 2018: www.housing.gov.ie/housing/special-housing-needs/minister-english-announc-
es-eu6625-million-funding-improve-homes-older.

For 2019: www.housing.gov.ie/housing/special-housing-needs/older-people/minister-eng-
lish-announces-eu7125-million-funding-improve.

Information for the years 2016-2018, showing the numbers of grants funded and the amounts 
provided to each local authority, is also available on my Department’s website at the following 
link: www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/social-and-affordble/other-local-authority-hous-
ing-scheme-statistics. 

The following table contains details of the 2019 exchequer funding drawn down by local 
authorities for the grants up to the end of September this year. These amounts do not necessar-
ily represent what each local authority has spent, as funding may have been spent but not yet 
claimed from my Department.  Also, the amounts shown for exchequer draw down, are topped 
up by each local authority’s own 20% contribution.

Local Authority  Exchequer Drawdown to 30 Sept 2019
Carlow €843,302
Cavan €358,288
Clare €1,180,925
Cork €2,298,581
Cork City €311,419
Donegal €691,069
Dublin City €5,178,767
Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown €812,433
Fingal €1,246,986
Galway €820,612
Galway City €589,903
Kerry €1,321,883
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Local Authority  Exchequer Drawdown to 30 Sept 2019
Kildare €885,248
Kilkenny €1,178,489
Laois €182,628
Leitrim €131,308
Limerick €1,625,195
Longford €236,859
Louth €280,065
Mayo €1,120,838
Meath €1,349,935
Monaghan €1,147,345
Offaly €258,748
Roscommon €435,669
Sligo €693,225
South Dublin €1,449,098
Tipperary €1,863,081
Waterford €758,812
Westmeath €558,153
Wexford €1,403,706
Wicklow €530,610

Over the course of each year, my Department works closely with all local authorities, to 
monitor spend and to achieve a full drawdown of the available funding. As the year progresses, 
any underspend is redistributed to those local authorities with high levels of grant activity who 
sought additional funding.

08/10/2019WRV06700Interdepartmental Working Groups

08/10/2019WRV06800507. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if the steering group for the separation of Irish Water from a group (details supplied) 
has presented proposals regarding the way in which the separation should occur; the number of 
times the steering group has met regarding the matter; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40723/19]

08/10/2019WRV06900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Work is progressing on implementing the Government’s decision that Irish Water would be-
come a standalone publicly owned, commercial regulated utility separated from the Ervia 
Group.  An Inter-Departmental Steering Group on the Separation of Irish Water from the Ervia 
Group has been established and has held 4 meetings to date.  The Group, whose work is ongo-
ing, is considering all the legislative and administrative actions required to give effect to the 
Government decision.

08/10/2019WRV07000Regeneration Projects

08/10/2019WRV07100508. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the reason there is building of expensive private homes on public lands at a location 
(details supplied) in view of the fact the existing cost rental mode of building being piloted at 
another location could provide affordable and secure public homes to low and middle income 
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earners in Dublin city; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40736/19]

08/10/2019WRV07200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The development of publicly owned lands for housing remains a priority for this Government, 
and my Department is working closely with all local authorities to support the development of 
their sites. Decisions regarding particular developments and any tenure mix for new housing 
on local authority land are, in the first instance, a matter for each local authority, including its 
elected members.

Mixed-tenure developments are an important policy objective in Rebuilding Ireland and 
uphold the principle of sustainable mixed communities.  These developments also provide an 
opportunity to see major sites developed more quickly, and integrated into existing communi-
ties and areas.

With regard to the O’Devaney Gardens site, I understand that an exhaustive process has 
been undertaken over the last number of years to allow Dublin City Council to identify the cur-
rent delivery model as the most effective way to develop the site, from a mixed tenure perspec-
tive and in terms of financial viability. Following a decision by Council members, the Council’s 
intention is to provide 768 new homes, comprising a tenure mix which includes 411 private 
homes, 192 social homes and 165 homes which will be sold at prices which are discounted on 
open market values to make them more affordable. 

While the final price points on the discounted homes have yet to be fully determined and 
are being put to the elected members for consideration,  I understand that it is intended that 
the average price of new homes will be in the region of €300,000 and prices will not exceed 
€320,000.  Such provision would obviously allow many households and families, who would 
not otherwise be able to do so, to purchase homes and establish themselves within the commu-
nity of their choice in this city centre location.  

In relation to St Michael’s Estate, this is one of two Cost Rental ‘pathfinder’ projects (the 
other being Enniskerry Road in Sandyford).  A core objective of the Cost Rental model is to 
offer more moderate income households the choice of a more affordable and stable form of 
rental tenure. Over the longer term, as homes are delivered at scale, it is envisaged that cost 
rental will have a stabilising effect on the broader private rented market. The current tenure mix 
proposed by Dublin City Council for St. Michael’s Estate is 30% social housing and 70% cost 
rental.  While the proposal for the site development has not yet been brought to a conclusion, it 
is understood that the aforementioned tenure mix will remain over the longer term.

In tandem with these pilot projects, my Department is developing a national policy approach 
to Cost Rental as a new form of tenure for Ireland.  This requires that serious consideration is 
given to the many delivery options possible, and the challenges posed, in order to ensure that 
a coherent Cost Rental model can be delivered at a scale and in a manner that will have the 
desired positive impact on the Irish housing sector. 

To this end, I have convened a working group within my Department, in conjunction with 
the Land Development Agency, the Housing Agency, and other expert bodies. This group is 
developing the policy framework for the broader Cost Rental model and to consider how a sus-
tainable financing structure can be established to then commence delivery of units at the scale 
required to get this new category of housing off the ground. The work of this group is being 
assisted by a consultancy and research support that is being undertaken by the European Invest-
ment Bank on our behalf.

The selection of further sites for Cost Rental consideration will be informed largely by the 
financial and operational model that will emerge from this evidence building. Given the 30% 
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affordability requirement that the Government has agreed must be met on State lands that are 
to be utilised for housing, including those to be brought forward by the Land Development 
Agency, I anticipate that Cost Rental will have an important role to play in the development of 
these lands. 

08/10/2019WRW00200Tenant Purchase Scheme Review

08/10/2019WRW00300509. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when planned changes to qualification requirements for the tenant purchase scheme will 
be announced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40778/19]

08/10/2019WRW00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Housing (Sale of Local Authority Houses) Regulations 2015, provide the basis for the Ten-
ant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme for existing local authority houses.  The Scheme is open to 
eligible tenants, including joint tenants, of local authority houses that are available for sale un-
der the Scheme.  To be eligible, tenants must meet certain criteria, including having a minimum 
reckonable income of €15,000 per annum and having been in receipt of social housing support 
for at least one year.

In line with the commitment given in the Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan on 
Housing and Homelessness, a review of the operation of the first 12 months of the Tenant Pur-
chase (Incremental) Scheme has been completed and a full report has been prepared setting out 
findings and recommendations.  

I intend to bring a comprehensive package of social housing reform measures to Govern-
ment in the near future and the relevant recommendations made in the Review of the Tenant 
Purchase Scheme will be progressed as part of that process. Following consideration of a num-
ber of implementation issues arising, in that context, I expect to be in a position to publish the 
Review.

08/10/2019WRW00500Wind Energy Guidelines

08/10/2019WRW00600510. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the status of the review of the 2006 wind energy development guidelines; when 
the review will be completed and the new guidelines published; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40827/19]

08/10/2019WRW00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department is currently undertaking a focused review of the 2006 Wind Energy Development 
Guidelines in line with the “preferred draft approach” which was announced in June 2017 by 
the then Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government, in conjunction with the then 
Minister for Communications, Climate Action and the Environment. The review is addressing 
a number of key aspects including sound or noise, visual amenity setback distances, shadow 
flicker, community obligation, community dividend and grid connections. 

As part of the overall review process, a strategic environmental assessment (SEA) is be-
ing undertaken on the revised Guidelines before they come into effect, in accordance with the 
requirements of EU Directive 2001/24/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and 
programmes on the environment, otherwise known as the SEA Directive. SEA is a process by 
which environmental considerations are required to be fully integrated into the preparation of 
plans and programmes which act as frameworks for development consent, prior to their final 
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adoption, with public consultation as part of that process.

While the revised draft guidelines had been expected to be published in Quarter 1 2019, 
some delays to the planned schedule arose, due to the publication of updated World Health 
Organisation (WHO) noise standards and the need to focus on certain Brexit-related planning 
issues. 

As part of the SEA process, there will shortly be an eight-week public consultation on 
the revised draft Guidelines, together with the comprehensive environmental report. Finalised 
Guidelines will be prepared following detailed analysis and consideration of the submissions 
received during the consultation phase, and the conclusion of the SEA process. My Department 
is aiming to commence the public consultation in the coming weeks. 

When finalised, the revised Guidelines will be issued under section 28 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000, as amended.  Planning authorities and, where applicable, An Bord 
Pleanála, must have regard to guidelines issued under section 28 in the performance of their 
functions generally under the Planning Acts. In the meantime, the current 2006 Wind Energy 
Development Guidelines remain in force.

08/10/2019WRW00800Electoral Commission Establishment

08/10/2019WRW00900511. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if progress has been made on the establishment of a national electoral commission, as 
recommended to oversee the conduct of elections; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40846/19]

08/10/2019WRW01000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): The establishment of an Electoral Commission is a key commit-
ment in the Programme for Partnership Government.  

My Department prepared a Regulatory Impact Analysis (RIA) in respect of the establish-
ment of an Electoral Commission, which was published on 27 December 2018, and followed 
by a public consultation process. The RIA set out four options, having regard to a commission’s 
legislative status and the functions that might be assigned to it. Responses to the public con-
sultation indicated support for its establishment on a statutory basis, with a phased transfer of 
existing functions.

The Government approved the establishment of a statutory Electoral Commission on 17 
July 2019. The Electoral Commission will bring together several electoral functions in an in-
dependent, dedicated public body.  It will include a new research and advisory function, which 
will inform the Government and Oireachtas in their consideration of reform to electoral law.

Work on the drafting of the General Scheme of an Electoral Commission Bill is currently 
underway in my Department and I anticipate this to be completed by the end of 2019.

08/10/2019WRW01100Residential Tenancies Board

08/10/2019WRW01200512. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to change the legislation establishing the PRTB that only allows an appeal to the 
courts on a point of law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40852/19]

08/10/2019WRW01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
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The Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) was established as an independent statutory body un-
der the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 to operate a national tenancy registration system and 
to facilitate the resolution of disputes between landlords and tenants.  The service provided by 
the RTB is quasi-judicial and all of their mediators, adjudicators and tribunal members have 
independent decision-making powers, in the same way as judges have within the Court system. 
To ensure impartiality, transparency and fairness, adjudicators are independently appointed and 
they undertake their functions in an autonomous capacity. 

Section 123(3) of the Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2019 states that any of the parties 
concerned may appeal to the High Court, within the relevant time period, a determination of a 
Tribunal on a point of law. 

The RTB replaces the Courts for the vast majority of landlord and tenant disputes. However, 
section 182 of the Act provides that if the damages sought in a dispute amount to more than 
€20,000 or, in the case of rent arrears more than €60,000, the dispute may be referred directly 
to the Courts. 

Prior to 2004, where there was a dispute between a landlord and a tenant, there was no al-
ternative but to go to Court for dispute resolution services. This was costly and time consuming 
for the parties involved, with the majority of cases taking years to resolve. 

Accordingly, I have no plans to change the right of appeal under section 123 of the Residen-
tial Tenancies Act 2004.

08/10/2019WRW01400Fire Stations Upgrade

08/10/2019WRW01500513. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the details of the fire station capital plan and the need to upgrade many fire stations such as 
Baltinglass; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40907/19]

08/10/2019WRW01600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the 
establishment and maintenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs and the 
provision of fire station premises, is a statutory function of individual fire authorities under the 
Fire Service Act, 1981.  My Department supports fire authorities through setting general policy, 
providing a central training programme, issuing guidance on operational and other related mat-
ters and providing capital funding support for equipment and priority infrastructural projects.

In February 2016, my Department announced a five-year Fire Services Capital Programme 
with an allocation of €40 million, based on an annual €8 million allocation, to be used for the 
purchase of fire appliances and specialist equipment, building or upgrading of prioritised Fire 
Stations, an upgrade of the Communications and Mobilisation system and improvements to 
Training Centres. The five-year programme proposed the construction/refurbishment of twenty 
six fire stations. This included sixteen new builds and ten upgrade/refurbishment projects. De-
tails of the programme are available on my Department’s website at the following link: 

https://www.housing.gov.ie/local-government/fire-and-emergency-management/funding/
minister-kelly-announces-new-40-million-euro.

In relation to Wicklow County Council’s Fire Service, Balltinglass and Dunlavin Fire Sta-
tions were included in a further list of stations which would be considered in annual reviews 
during the five-year Programme. My Department is awaiting  updated cost plans  from the 
Council for the upgrading work to be undertaken at both of these Fire Stations. My Department 
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will consider the proposals upon receipt and will continue working with the Council to progress 
these projects. In order to maximise the available Capital Programme funding, my Department 
re-assesses the status of projects in the capital programme on an annual basis, and some flexibil-
ity is normally available to advance projects that are ready and that offer best value-for-money 
taking account of the state of readiness of projects more generally. 

08/10/2019WRW01700Local Government Fund

08/10/2019WRW01800514. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount allocated to the Local Government Fund in each of the years 2010 to 2018 
and to date in 2019; the composition of the fund by income from motor tax, income from the 
Exchequer and the local property tax in tabular form. [40930/19]

08/10/2019WRW01900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): The accounts of the Local Government Fund, including income 
and expenditure, are audited by the Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General each year. 
The audited accounts for 2010 to 2018 are available on my Department’s website at the follow-
ing link;

https://www.housing.gov.ie/search/archived/archived/archived/current/type/
publications?query=Local%20Government%20Fund%20Accounts.

Information concerning the Local Government Fund for 2019 is contained on page 166 of 
the Revised Estimates 2019 which is available at the following link;

https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/5035/201218100533-227c552da63d-
401ca85493a67c93e5de.pdf#page=1.

At the start of 2018 a number of changes made to the structure of the Local Government 
Fund took effect. These changes arose from the recommendations of the Report of the Working 
Group on the Future Funding Model for Irish Water and were consistent with the recommenda-
tions of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on the Future Funding of Domestic Water Services. It 
was agreed that all State funding to Irish Water in respect of domestic water services would be 
channelled through the Vote of the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government, 
and therefore funded from general taxation. 

As the subvention to Irish Water is no longer paid from the Local Government Fund (LGF) 
a number of consequential changes were also made:  

- LPT is now paid directly to the LGF by the Revenue Commissioners;   

- Motor tax is now paid into the Exchequer and the Department of Transport, Tourism and 
Sport (DTTaS) has taken over responsibility for motor tax policy; 

- The allocation to DTTaS, to fund regional and local roads and other public transport infra-
structure, is now funded directly through the DTTaS Vote; and,  

- There is no longer a requirement for a payment to the Exchequer from the LGF.

These changes were introduced by the Water Services Act 2017. 

08/10/2019WRW02000Water Supply
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08/10/2019WRW02100515. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government if 
there are grants for water well drilling for domestic houses. [40946/19]

08/10/2019WRW02200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
There is a grant currently available, which is funded by my Department through the local au-
thorities, for the provision or necessary improvement of an individual water supply in a house.  
This is more commonly called the individual or private wells grant. The grant, subject to certain 
conditions, assists households dependent on these supplies with the costs incurred in providing 
such a supply of water for domestic purposes or rectifying serious deficiencies with an existing 
supply.

Information on this grant is available from local authorities and from my Department’s 
website at the following link:

www.housing.gov.ie/water/water-services/rural-water-programme/private-wells.

Earlier this year I announced details of the new Multi-annual Rural Water Programme 2019-
2021. This included an improved funding scheme for individual wells.

The composition of the new multi-annual programme is based on recommendations from 
the Working Group that I established in April 2018 to conduct a review of investment needs 
and rural water services. The changes that I have approved to the individual wells grant scheme 
are, as follows:

-  A maximum grant for rehabilitation works of €3,000, which represents an increase of 47% 
on the current maximum grant amount;

-  Where the local authority agrees that the most appropriate solution is to provide a new 
well, the maximum grant payable would be €5,000;

-  Recognising the role of the grant in improving quality, the water quality treatment ele-
ment (typically filtration and UV filtration) will qualify for 100% funding up to a maximum of 
€1,000;

-  Up to 85% of other costs would be met, subject to the total combined maximum costs of 
€3,000 for well rehabilitation or €5,000 for a new well;

-  For clarity, applicants would not be able to avail of both grant amounts, so they would not 
be able to avail of €3,000 for well rehabilitation as well as the €5,000 for a new well. 

Work is at an advanced stage of development for the new scheme. I expect that the process 
will be completed shortly when the necessary regulations dealing with the financial assistance 
arrangements and related administrative matters are put in place. This will enable a circular let-
ter, terms and conditions, guidance and the application form to issue to local authorities shortly 
thereafter.

08/10/2019WRW02300Social and Affordable Housing

08/10/2019WRW02400516. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the status of the roll out of the affordable housing scheme and serviced sites fund; the number 
of housing schemes approved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40947/19]

08/10/2019WRW02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy):  
Part 5 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 was commenced in June 2018 to 
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provide a statutory basis for the delivery of affordable housing for purchase. Regulations in 
respect of the making of Schemes of Priority were signed on 12 March 2019, and these were is-
sued to local authorities on 22 March 2019.  The purpose of a Scheme of Priority is to set out the 
affordable purchase arrangements at local authority level.  This includes the methodology that 
will be applied by local authorities to determine the order of priority to be accorded to eligible 
households where the demand for such affordable dwellings exceeds the number available.  

In line with the legal requirements of the Affordable Dwelling Purchase Arrangements, fur-
ther regulations will be put in place over the coming months regarding eligibility and other 
matters. When the operational procedures for the scheme are finalised, and before dwellings are 
made available for purchase under the scheme, a programme of communication will be under-
taken by my Department and local authorities.   

In order to support the delivery of discounted homes to buy or rent, this Government has 
committed €310 million under the Serviced Sites Fund, from 2019 to 2021, to provide infra-
structure to support the delivery of some 6,200 homes.  To date, funding of €127 million, in 
support of 35 projects in 14 local authority areas, has been allocated for infrastructure works on 
sites that will support the delivery of almost 3,200 homes. 

Details of all SSF funded infrastructure projects can be found on the Rebuilding Ireland 
website at the following links:  

https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-approves-10-local-authority-sites-af-
fordable-housing-serviced-sites-fund/

https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-approves-funding-of-e84m-to-support-
delivery-of-1770-affordable-homes-under-the-ssf/

The overall cost and the timing of delivery for these projects is contingent upon the comple-
tion of design, planning and procurement in the first instance, and local authorities are working 
to achieve delivery as quickly as possible. 

In addition to making discounted homes available for purchase, the Government is also 
committed to the development of ‘Cost Rental’ in Ireland. Under the Cost Rental model, rents 
cover the cost of delivering, managing, and maintaining the homes only, less both the profit 
margin seen in the private rental sector and any financial supports provided by the State/local 
authorities.  With the resulting rents significantly below market levels, this would mean that 
many households on moderate incomes will have access to a more affordable and stable form 
of rental tenure than would otherwise have been the case. 

In order to drive delivery, two early mover pilot projects are being advanced, one at Enni-
skerry Road, in Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, and the other at Emmet Road in Inchicore. In tan-
dem with these pilot projects, my Department is developing a national policy approach to Cost 
Rental for Ireland to ensure future projects can be delivered at a scale and in a manner that will 
have the desired positive impact on the Irish housing sector. 

These new schemes are complemented by other key Government affordability initiatives, 
including the Rebuilding Ireland home loan and the Help to Buy Scheme.   In addition,  the 
Land Development Agency’s  initial portfolio of sites will have the potential to deliver 3,000 
affordable homes and the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund ( LIHAF) will support 
more than 2,300 affordable homes on mainly publicly owned lands, while 5,600 further homes 
will benefit from a LIHAF related cost reduction, some of which have already come on stream.

In overall terms, programmes are in place under which some 18,000 affordable homes or 
homes with a LIHAF related reduction will be delivered, with 15,000 households already sup-
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ported under the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan or the Help to Buy Scheme.

08/10/2019WRW02600Electoral Register

08/10/2019WRW02700517. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if consideration has been given to the establishment of an online voter registration 
system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40983/19]

08/10/2019WRW02800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): Arising from a commitment in the May 2016 Programme for 
a Partnership Government to examine the voter registration process, a set of policy proposals 
was developed, based on the 2016 Report of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on the Proposed 
Electoral Commission.  The proposals include the provision of online registration as an optional 
alternative to paper-based registration, as well as: the introduction of a simplified registration 
process; a move to a rolling register; a reduction in the number of application forms; and the 
move from household-based to individual registration.  Verification of identity through the pos-
sible use of Personal Public Service Numbers (PPSNs) is also proposed. 

 I launched the public consultation phase of the modernisation project in December 2018 
and it ran until 15 March 2019.  A total of 187 submissions were received from individuals, pub-
lic representatives, local authorities, political parties and community and voluntary and social 
organisations.  All responses are available on my Department’s website and I intend to publish 
a report on the public consultation very shortly.

 The responses to the consultation are informing ongoing work in my Department on various 
elements of the project, including the provision of an optional online registration facility with 
secure self-service, and the development of a draft General Scheme of an Electoral (Amend-
ment) Bill.    The outcome of the pilot of the voter.ie platform by the Dublin Local Authorities 
during recent polls, which provided the option of online registration and amendment of details 
for those with a MyGovID, is also being considered in the context of the wider modernisation 
project.

08/10/2019WRW02900Housing Assistance Payment Administration

08/10/2019WRW03000518. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the average processing time for approving HAP applications; if his attention has been 
drawn to delays in processing new HAP tenancy applications; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41000/19]

08/10/2019WRW03100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Limerick City and County Council provide a highly effective transactional shared service on 
behalf of all local authorities in the administration of the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) 
scheme. The HAP Shared Services Centre (SSC) manages all HAP related rental transactions 
for the tenant, local authority and landlord. Once a HAP application has been received and 
confirmed as valid by the relevant local authority, it is then processed by the HAP SSC. On 
average, HAP applications are processed by the SSC within 2 working days of receipt. Any 
rental payment arising for a given month will then be made to a landlord on the last Wednesday 
of that month.

At the end of Q2 2019, there were more than 48,000 households in receipt of HAP support 
and over 28,000 separate landlords and agents providing accommodation to households sup-
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ported by the scheme. 

08/10/2019WRW03200Local Authority Housing Standards

08/10/2019WRW03300519. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if local authorities will be required to bring new housing stock which they acquire from 
now on up to BER B2 standard; if so, if his Department will repay to local authorities the cost 
of necessary works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41004/19]

08/10/2019WRW03400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
All local authorities are being funded to significantly increase their delivery of social housing 
as part of Rebuilding Ireland, including through the acquisition of new and previously owned 
house and apartments.  Properties acquired by local authorities for social housing purposes, 
must comply with building regulations. In that regard, Part L of the Building Regulations will 
require from 1 November 2019, that where more than 25% of the surface of the building en-
velope (walls, floor and roof) is renovated, the whole dwelling should achieve the cost optimal 
level of B2 BER or alternatively, cost optimal equivalent measures should be applied. These 
requirements will apply to acquisitions of second hand housing for social housing purposes.

In addition, my Department is already funding an Energy Efficiency Retrofitting Programme 
for local authorities to improve the insulation standards and overall energy performance of their 
existing social housing stock. This investment is benefitting those at risk of fuel poverty, as well 
as contributing to Ireland’s carbon emissions reduction and energy reduction targets. Support 
under this Programme is continuing in 2019, with €25 million available in grant aid to the local 
authorities.

08/10/2019WRW03500Local Authority Housing Waiting Lists

08/10/2019WRW03600520. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of persons on each housing waiting list by local authority that are wheel-
chair users; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41012/19]

08/10/2019WRW03700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Housing waiting lists are compiled by all local authorities and are based on the identified needs 
of social housing applicants in their areas. Details on the number of households qualified for 
social housing support in each local authority area are set out in the statutory Summary of So-
cial Housing Assessments (SSHA), which includes breakdowns by each local authority across 
a range of categories, including disability. Disability is categorised under four main headings; 
physical, intellectual, sensory, mental health.  Currently, there is no separate breakdown of 
wheelchair users in the Summary, who are categorised under the physical disability heading. 

A breakdown of the four main categories of disability in the most recently published sum-
mary, which sets out the position at 11 June 2018, is available in Table A 1.5 of the summary 
publication, which is available on my Department’s website at the following link: 

www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/summary_of_social_housing_as-
sessments_2018_-_key_findings.pdf.

My Department, in close collaboration with the local authority sector, is working on the 
provision of a revised social housing application form, which will include a new mechanism to 
capture a “wheelchair suitable” requirement. It is expected that this work will be completed by 
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the end of 2019.

08/10/2019WRW03800National Oversight and Audit Commission

08/10/2019WRW03900521. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to address the report by the National Oversight and Audit Commission that 
revealed that eight of 31 city and county councils failed to meet their minimum standards for 
inspecting new buildings (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41019/19]

08/10/2019WRW04000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Code of Practice for Inspecting and Certifying Buildings and Works requires local authori-
ties to inspect a minimum of 12-15% of new buildings for which valid commencement notices 
have been received.   

The indication in the National Oversight and Audit Commission (NOAC) report that 8 lo-
cal authorities did not meet this minimum requirement in 2018 is disappointing. However, it 
should be noted that between 2015 and 2018, the number of new buildings for which there were 
valid commencement notices has more than doubled, from 9,438 to 19,808. During this time, 
the number of inspections has also increased significantly, from 2,555 to 4,648 (representing an 
80% increase in inspections). Nationally, in 2018, over 23% of all new buildings with a valid 
commencement notices were inspected.  This demonstrates that the majority of local authorities 
exceed the minimum 12-15% target. 

The need to make further progress in the area of building control has been recognised in the 
establishment of the National Building Control Office (NBCO), within Dublin City Council, to 
provide oversight, direction and support for the development, standardisation and implementa-
tion of Building Control as an effective shared service in the 31 Building Control Authorities.  
My Department is working with the NBCO at present on a review of the inspection policy for 
building control. It is intended that the new policy will position Building Control Authorities 
to carry out risk-based targeted inspections by making more efficient and effective use of the 
available resources. Much progress has been made on this review, an inspections protocol and 
methodology has been developed and a pilot IT system to support inspections has also been 
developed. The issue of  targets and capacity will be considered further  in this context of this 
policy review.   

08/10/2019WRW04100Rental Sector Strategy

08/10/2019WRW04200522. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to address the report by the National Oversight and Audit Commissions that 
revealed low levels of inspection of rental properties (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41021/19]

08/10/2019WRW04300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Strategy for the Rental Sector, published in December 2016, set out a series of measures to 
be introduced to ensure the quality of private rental accommodation by strengthening the appli-
cable standards and improving the inspection and enforcement systems. The Strategy acknowl-
edged the overall low rates of inspection of the private rental stock and low rates of compliance, 
as well as the need for greater consistency in approach to implementation of the regulations 
across local authorities.  
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The Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2019 specify requirements in rela-
tion to a range of matters, such as structural repair, sanitary facilities, heating, ventilation, natu-
ral light and safety of gas, oil and electrical supply.  My Department also published a guidance 
document to assist and support local authorities in implementing these Regulations.

All landlords have a legal obligation to ensure that their rented properties comply with these 
regulations and responsibility for the enforcement of the Regulations rests with the relevant 
local authority.

The Rental Strategy recognises the need for additional resources to be provided to local 
authorities to aid increased inspections of properties and ensure greater compliance with the 
Regulations. Provision was made for €2.5 million of Exchequer funding to be made available 
to local authorities in 2018 for this purpose, increasing to €4.5 million in 2019 and increasing 
further again, under Budget 2020, to €6m next year, with the intention of ultimately achieving 
a targeted inspection coverage of 25% of rental properties annually by 2021. 

In 2018, 28,806 inspections were carried out, including repeat or follow up inspections in 
some cases. This was a 47% increase on the 19,645 inspections carried out in 2017, and I expect 
final data for this year to show a further significant  increase. My Department will continue to 
work with local authorities to ensure that momentum is maintained towards the 25% target by 
2021.

08/10/2019WRW04400Arts Centres

08/10/2019WRW04500523. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
engagement she or her officials have had on a centre (details supplied). [40650/19]

08/10/2019WRW04600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Tao-
iseach has indicated that a new simplified process is being put in place to ensure certainty over 
the levels of funding and delivery mechanisms for the centre referred to by the Deputy, which 
will provide a substantial addition to the cultural offering in Cork City and County when it is 
complete.  Under the new arrangements it is intended that responsibility for oversight of the 
project will transfer to the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government and discus-
sions in that regard are underway.

08/10/2019WRW04700National Parks and Wildlife Service

08/10/2019WRW04800524. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 260 and 261 of 19 September 2019, the specific case 
her Department considered an application for an activity requiring consent; and if a copy of the 
recommendations will be provided to the local group. [40581/19]

08/10/2019WRW04900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My Re-
gional and Headquarters staff have checked their files, and the specific case for which my 
Department has records is an application from Navan Anglers for permission to carry out an 
Activity Requiring Consent under the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) 
Regulations 2011 on the Boyne Main Channel from Kilcarne Bridge to Navan.  

The location in question is located within both the River Boyne and River Blackwater Spe-
cial Area of Conservation (SAC 002299) and the River Boyne and River Blackwater Special 
Protection Area (SPA 004232).
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No formal recommendation was made in this case as it was felt that further information 
was required in the form of a Natura Impact Assessment.  Having considered the nature of the 
proposed works and how these might impact on the aquatic species for which the site was des-
ignated, as well as the potential impacts involving disturbance of several Alien Invasive Species 
on site, namely Himalayan Balsam and Japanese Knotweed, the Navan Anglers were advised 
verbally to contact the Planning Authority (Meath County Council) to determine whether or not 
planning permission was required for the proposed project.

08/10/2019WRW05000Community Development Projects Funding

08/10/2019WRW05100525. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
he has received correspondence from an organisation (details supplied); and if funding will be 
provided for an upgrade of the facilities. [40642/19]

08/10/2019WRW05200Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): I can confirm to the Deputy that I received a copy of the correspondence referred 
to on 30 September 2019. 

I had previously allocated funding to the relevant Local Authority for the purpose of iden-
tifying and developing the facility referred to in the correspondence. However, following an 
audit of the proposed site carried out on behalf of the Local Authority, the site was deemed 
unsuitable. 

My Department has since received an application for funding from the Local Authority in 
order to identify a more suitable site for the provision of the new facility. I have asked my of-
ficials to review the application in the context of the funding available for capital projects and 
the various demands on that funding. 

I have been informed that a recommendation is being prepared by my officials and I hope, 
therefore, to be in a position to make a decision on this application shortly. 

08/10/2019WRW05300Departmental Schemes

08/10/2019WRW05400526. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the funding allocated to the music capital scheme in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to 
date in 2019; the amount actually spent under this scheme in each of the years 2016 to 2018, in 
tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40730/19]

08/10/2019WRW05500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The fol-
lowing table shows the allocation to and amount spent on the Music Capital Scheme in each of 
the four years requested by the Deputy.  The Scheme is operated by Music Network on behalf 
of my Department.

In general, allocations are made at the end of a year and are drawn down in the following 
year.  The most recent allocation was made in 2018 and most of this has been drawn down in 
2019.

 Year Allocation Amount Spent 
 2015 €210,000  €210,000  
 2016  €210,000   €210,000  
 2017  €245,500   €209,905  



Questions - Written Answers

250

 Year Allocation Amount Spent 
 2018  €266,850   €244,629   
 2019 to date €265,449   

08/10/2019WRW05600Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Eligibility

08/10/2019WRW05700527. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the further information requested from Bord na Móna in respect of a case in which a person (de-
tails supplied) has endured ongoing delays receiving arrears under the turf cutting compensa-
tion scheme in view of the fact that the person was informed that the assessment was completed 
and successful and that payments would be backdated to 2011; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [40739/19]

08/10/2019WRW05800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): An ap-
plication for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme has been 
received by my Department from the individual referred to in the Deputy’s question.  With 
respect to 53 raised bog special areas of conservation, the qualifying criteria for the scheme are 
that: 

- The applicant must have had a legal interest (ownership or a turbary right (right to cut 
turf)) in one of these sites on 25 May 2010 and must have had the right to cut and remove turf 
from the property on that date;  

- The applicant must have been cutting turf on the land in question during the relevant five 
year period (up to 25 May 2010 in respect of the 29 raised bog special areas of conservation 
nominated for designation between 1997 and 1999); 

- The turf resource on the site has not been exhausted; and 

- No turf cutting or associated activity is ongoing on the property. Following processing of 
the application and various correspondence with the applicant and the Deputy, an annual pay-
ment under the scheme issued for the year 2019. Applicants are advised when payments issue 
that my Department continues to check that all of the qualifying criteria of the scheme have 
been met and further payments are subject to verification by my Department of the relevant 
details.

Information was requested from Bord na Móna in relation to this application and has now 
been received.  My Department has written to the applicant informing him of his position under 
the scheme. 

08/10/2019WRW05900Wildlife Control

08/10/2019WRW06000528. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
she has established a consultative committee to agree a programme of action in relation to the 
seagull problem in certain urban areas; the work programme of this committee; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [40793/19]

08/10/2019WRW06100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): A review 
of the derogation process under Article 9 of the EU Birds Directive was completed by ANIAR 
Ecology last year.   The consultants in their report made a number of recommendations in rela-
tion to seagulls including the setting up of a group to agree a programme of action in relation 
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to the seagull situation in the certain urban areas. In line with the recommendations in the con-
sultant’s report, I  agreed to the formation of a Consultative Committee, with an independent 
chair, whose membership includes representatives of the National Parks and Wildlife Service 
of my Department, Fingal County Council, local community representatives and a conservation 
group.  

The remit of the Consultative Committee is not confined to one particular urban area given 
the widespread range of seagulls.  The Committee has already met and I understand that a fur-
ther meeting of the Committee will take place in the next few weeks.

08/10/2019WRW06200Compensation Schemes

08/10/2019WRW06300529. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
she and her officials are examining proposals in relation to a meaningful compensation scheme 
for farmers affected by designated land; the process involved; the recent meetings with farmer 
representatives; the timetable for actions in this area; and the status of recent talks with stake-
holders on issues (details supplied). [40883/19]

08/10/2019WRW06400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): In late 
2017, at the request of farming representatives, the Government and the organisations involved 
agreed to review a 2004 agreement, between the Government and farming organisations, with a 
view to updating it in line with current legislation and practice.  Eight meetings have been held 
to date, the most recent in July 2019.  I met the IFA in the last week.

Consultations between my Department, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine and the farming organisations are ongoing with respect to the finalisation of the revised 
agreement and it is anticipated that a final meeting of all representatives will be held in the near 
future.

Farming organisations have for a number of years sought a payment for designation to re-
flect its effect on land values, separate to any payment for the management of that land (via Agri 
environment Schemes such as GLAS and the NPWS Scheme).  A payment for the provision 
of ecosystem services has also been sought. In the context of Budget 2020, I will enhance the 
NPWS Farm Plan Scheme by doubling the funding available to it to €1m.

A landowner must seek and obtain the prior consent of the Minister for Culture, Heritage 
and the Gaeltacht before carrying out certain specified activities in designated areas unless con-
sent falls to another Minister or public authority.  If consent is refused, the refusal letter will set 
out the reason(s) for the refusal of consent and provide details of the appeals process.  The land-
owner has a right to appeal this decision to an independent Appeals Officer.  A landowner also 
has a legal right to seek compensation for losses incurred as a result of a refusal of consent by 
me, as Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.  If agreement cannot be reached on the 
amount of compensation, either party may apply to have the matter determined by arbitration.  

The draft agreement with the farming organisations provides for the appointment of an In-
dependent Conciliator and the development of guidelines on the procedure to be operated by 
the Independent Conciliator.  The draft agreement provides that, following a refusal of consent 
for an activity requiring consent by me as Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, 
if agreement cannot be reached on an amount of compensation, the landowner may apply to 
have the matter considered by the Independent Conciliator, who will make a recommendation 
on the matter to me as Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.  If either party is not 
satisfied with the outcome of the conciliation process, either party may apply to have the mat-
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ter determined by arbitration.  Alternatively, either party may apply directly to have the matter 
determined by arbitration, without availing of the conciliation process.

The draft Hen Harrier Threat Response Plan (HHTRP) is nearing completion and is cur-
rently being refined and updated as necessary by my Department in consultation with stake-
holders. It is necessary to consider the draft Plan in light of the Government’s Climate Action 
Plan and I intend to have the draft HHTRP ready for consultation before the end of this year. 
The draft Plan, when completed, will first be sent to the Consultative Committee and then for 
wider public consultation.  

08/10/2019WRW06500Ministerial Travel

08/10/2019WRW06600530. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
details of her visit to the Irish Arts Centre in New York on 11 January 2019; and if there will be 
a follow-up on the visit. [40974/19]

08/10/2019WRW06700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): On 11 
January I visited the Irish Arts Center, New York  and was given a detailed tour of this important 
capital development project which will contribute significantly to enhancing Ireland’s global 
presence, in line with Global Ireland 2025.   I met with Board members and the executive of the 
Irish Arts Center to  discuss progress on the project and attended an evening event hosted by 
Paul Muldoon, one of the Cultural Ambassadors I appointed in early January.    

The January visit also included a meeting at the Irish Consulate General in New York with 
Irish Cultural Centres from across the US to discuss the Government’s Global Ireland 2025 
initiative and the ambition to double Ireland’s Cultural footprint globally.  

During a follow up visit on 14 June 2019, which coincided with my participation in a 
Bloomsday event at the United Nations,  I witnessed the placing of the final steel structural 
beam in the new center.  The new facility will provide a modern flagship 21st century platform 
for established and emerging Irish artists across a range of disciplines to reach New York and 
U.S audiences, including our large diaspora in the US .  I received a further update on progress 
on the project from the Center’s Executive Director on 4 October.  

08/10/2019WRW06800EU Regulations

08/10/2019WRW06900531. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
status of proposals to ban a substance (details supplied); and her views in relation to same. 
[41079/19]

08/10/2019WRW07000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Agreement on the Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds (AEWA) was de-
veloped under the UN Convention on Migratory Species.   Ireland signed up to the Agreement 
in 2003.   The agreement includes a commitment that “Parties shall endeavour to phase out the 
use of lead shot for hunting in wetlands as soon as possible in accordance with self-imposed 
and published timetables.”  This is because there is slow accumulation of lead from shot in wet-
lands where hunting occurs.  The lead is generally harmful in the environment and can also be 
consumed by wildfowl which often swallow small pieces of hard materials such as gravel and 
the like, to assist the maceration of vegetable matter in their gizzards.  

 The European Commission have published an initial draft Regulation for consideration by 
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Member States on the use of lead shot in wetlands following a report on the matter by the Euro-
pean Chemicals Agency (ECHA).  It is my understanding that the proposal, should it ultimately 
progress into law, would make provision for a lead-in time to facilitate the making of arrange-
ments to source alternatives to lead shot.  It is Ireland’s understanding the majority of Member 
States currently have some restrictions on the use of lead shot over wetlands.

 My Department is aware that the ban on using lead in gunshot would provide a range of 
difficulties to transition to new guns/gunshot for many gun owners in Ireland, including farm-
ers and hunters.  In those Member States which do have some restrictions, many gun owners 
already have guns with non-lead shot ammunition.  This would not be the case in Ireland where 
a considerable number of gun owners would have to make alternative arrangements, in many 
cases to purchase new guns.  

 Discussions with the REACH Committee (which is within the remit of the ECHA), are on-
going.  Ireland is represented on the Committee by the Health and Safety Authority (HSA) and 
will be requesting a lead-in time of sufficient length for the implementation of the Regulation.

08/10/2019WRW07100Animal Disease Controls

08/10/2019WRW07200532. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
her plans to suspend the open season order for hares in view of the recent outbreak of rabbit 
haemorrhagic disease RHD2 which has been found in at least six counties in approximately 12 
rabbits and two hares; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41093/19]

08/10/2019WRW07300534. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht further to that the open seasons order in relation to hares his views on the use of terriers or 
canine breeds other than beagles, harriers or greyhounds to be involved in the hunting of hares. 
[41153/19]

08/10/2019WRW07400535. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht further to the open seasons order in relation to hares his views on the hunting of hares by 
way of regulated coursing at the same location and townland multiple times in the same season. 
[41154/19]

08/10/2019WRW07500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 532, 534 and 535 together.

I made the decision in August to suspend the licences issued to the Irish Coursing Club 
(ICC) on behalf of its affiliated clubs to capture and tag hares for the 2019/20 hare coursing 
season until a clearer understanding of the extent, spread and implications of the RHD2 virus 
emerges.   Based on what we have been able to establish over the past several weeks, RHD2 ap-
pears to be widespread in Ireland. The virus is known to be highly contagious and easily spread 
and environmental contamination presents significant difficulties in terms of any biosecurity 
responses.

Netting and collecting hares for coursing meetings has been identified as a significant risk 
factor in spreading the disease. Accordingly, I have decided to maintain the suspension of the 
licences issued to the Irish Coursing Club to capture and tag hares for the 2019/20 hare coursing 
season. This decision will be reviewed on an ongoing basis.

The Open Seasons Order allows for the shooting of hares, coursing of hares at regulated 
coursing matches and hunting of hares with packs of beagles and harriers between 26 Septem-
ber and 28 February of the following year.  While the ICC netting and tagging licences were 
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suspended following the detection of RHD2, Open Coursing and hunting of hares with beagles 
and harriers is still permissible during the open season.     There is no provision for the hunting 
of hares with other breeds of dog. 

I am keeping the matter of the Open Seasons Order under review in the context of the RHD2 
virus. 

08/10/2019WRW07513Gaeltacht Policy

08/10/2019WRW07525533. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the plans in place for budget 2020 in relation to Irish language and Gaeltacht investment 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [41123/19]

08/10/2019WRW07550Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): As the Deputy will be aware, exchequer funding is allocated through the annual 
budgetary and estimates process. 

Total funding for the Irish Language, the Gaeltacht and the Islands for 2020 announced in 
today’s Budget amounts to almost €58m, up from €55.5m last year and representing an increase 
of 4%. 

Of this, Údarás na Gaeltachta will receive an additional capital allocation of €1m, bringing 
its core capital allocation to €10m - an increase of over 11% on 2019. This will enable the at-
traction of additional investment to Gaeltacht areas and support the creation of jobs, whilst also 
supporting community and language development in the Gaeltacht regions.  Údarás na Gael-
tachta will also receive an additional €200,000 in current funding for Gaeltacht co-operatives, 
bringing to over €1m the increases provided to this important sector over the past 5 years.  
Údarás na Gaeltachta will also have access to additional funding in the event of a no deal Brexit.

An additional €500,000 will go towards the language planning process in 2020. The estab-
lishment of Gaeltacht Language Planning Areas is well underway, and the Department expects 
up to 23 language Plans to be approved under the process before the end of the year. So far, of 
the 26 Gaeltacht Language Planning Areas, 16 plans have been approved to date. This follows 
measures announced over the past year to support the language planning process, including 
additional significant investment to support the early years sector, language transmission in the 
family setting and the traditional arts.

An additional allocation of €275,000 for 2020 will ensure the continued provision of essen-
tial transport services to the islands. This additional allocation follows the recent establishment 
by Minister of State Kyne of an Inter-Departmental Committee for Island Development.

I am particularly pleased to be in a position to obtain additional current and capital funding 
for Údarás na Gaeltachta at a time when the work of the organisation will be more important 
than ever.  Budget 2020 has, of course, been framed in the context of an imminent Brexit and 
the Government has, accordingly, been prudent in its funding decisions.  For this year, there-
fore, we are targeting spending increases carefully, while maintaining services and delivery of 
ongoing projects and programmes.  However, continued investment, in challenging times, in 
the implementation of the Government’s 20-Year Strategy for the Irish Language underpins the 
Government’s commitment to the Irish language.

  Questions Nos. 534 and 535 answered with Question No. 532.
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08/10/2019WRX00300Hare Coursing Data

08/10/2019WRX00400536. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if a pre-coursing report as per directive 1 of A Summary of Directives, Instructions and 
Guidance notes issued by the executive committee of the Irish Coursing Club and control stew-
ards’ report as per directive 11 were made following all regulated park and open coursing events 
that took place either under the terms of the netting licence or open season order during the 
2018-2019 season; and if she will provide a list of all events for which reports were made and 
the reason if any that a particular report was not made. [41155/19]

08/10/2019WRX00500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment issued licences under the Wildlife Acts in August 2018 to the Irish Coursing Club 
(ICC) on behalf of its affiliated clubs to capture and tag hares for the 2018/19 hare coursing 
season for parkland meetings.    While there is no requirement to submit a pre-coursing report 
to my Department, the licences issued to the ICC provide for the submission by the ICC of a 
number of reports to my Department on individual coursing meetings.  These returns comprise 
a report on the numbers, dates and locations where hares are captured and released back into the 
wild after a meeting, a report by the ICC Control Steward on the operation of the meeting and 
a report by the Veterinary Surgeon who attends the meeting.  

The reports for the 2018/19 coursing season are published on the website of the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department. 


