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     Questions Nos. 1 to 8, inclusive, answered orally.

03/10/2019WRA00450International Protection

03/10/2019WRA005009. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the interdepart-
mental taskforce that was in place during the drafting of the European Communities (Reception 
Conditions) Regulations 2018 is still functional; if not, if he will consider the recommenda-
tion of an organisation (details supplied) to re-establish this taskforce on a permanent basis to 
oversee the implementation of the regulations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39979/19]

03/10/2019WRA00600Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): I 
can inform the Deputy that I met recently with the organisation referred to in the Deputy’s ques-
tion shortly after the publication of their report, which we discussed thoroughly.  They raised 
several issues with me, including the issues around vulnerability assessments and accommoda-
tion standards.  They also raised concerns about emergency accommodation and I share those 
concerns.  We are appreciative of their insights and advice in these matters.

The inter-departmental taskforce to which the Deputy refers ceased to function once it 
achieved its goal of a successful opt-in for Ireland to the European Communities (Reception 
Conditions) Regulations 2018.  As a result of the State’s opt-in to the Regulations, we now have 
a legal obligation to offer accommodation, food and a range of other services (including meals, 
utilities, healthcare etc.) and allowances to any person who claims a right to international pro-
tection in Ireland while their legal claim is being examined.  As of 22 September 2019, the 
Department is accommodating 6,014 people in its 38 accommodation centres and 1,379 people 
in 33 emergency accommodation locations. 

A High Level Interdepartmental Group has been established in my Department, chaired at 
a senior level, to review the system.

To complement the work being undertaken by the Inter-Departmental Group, an Advisory 
Group is being established, chaired by  Catherine Day. The Group will look at longer term 
approaches to providing supports to persons in the protection process and will include expe-
rienced former public servants and representatives from the NGO community. The Advisory 
Group will begin its work later this month.

A whole-of-Government approach to direct provision means that several Government De-
partments and Agencies work closely together to ensure the necessary supports and services 
are provided to residents in direct provision. The Department of Justice and Equality offers ac-
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commodation and related services. The Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion pays a weekly personal allowance to each resident and covers any exceptional needs.  The 
Department of Education and Skills provides school places for children resident in the centres 
and children also have access to the free pre-school scheme, the Early Childhood Care and Edu-
cation programme.  The HSE provides mainstreamed health services to residents.  

Since the introduction of the Regulations, significant improvements have been made to the 
Direct Provision system including an increase to the daily expenses allowance for residents, 
granting access to the Labour Market – since its introduction in July 2018, the immigration 
service has granted 3,100 permissions to residents living in our international protection accom-
modation services.

Further targeted improvements include the rollout of the National Standards which were 
published on 15 August 2019.  The National Standards provide a framework for the continual 
development of services and supports for residents by improving the quality of care and ensur-
ing consistency across the centres.  The Immigration Service of my Department inform me that 
the aim is to have all residents in commercial centres benefitting from independent living (cook-
ing facilities and onsite food hall) by the middle of 2020.

The implementation of the Standards, along with the continual rollout of independent living 
across the centres will significantly enhance the lives of all applicants and in particular families 
and children.

Questions Nos. 10 and 11 answered orally.

03/10/2019WRA00750Courts Service Data

03/10/2019WRA0080012. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
report on the non-service of summons in relation to road traffic offences in view of the fact that 
Court Service figures in summer 2019 showed that 46% were not served between January 2017 
and May 2019; the status of the working group which was set up in 2014 to monitor the serving 
of summons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39749/19]

03/10/2019WRA00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Last year saw the lowest 
number of fatalities ever recorded on Irish roads and this year Ireland received the European 
Transport Safety Council’s prestigious Road Safety Performance Index award, in recognition of 
the considerable progress made in terms of road safety. It should be noted that Ireland was the 
second safest EU member state in terms of road deaths per million inhabitants in 2018.

However maintaining progress in road safety requires consistent ongoing attention and in 
the first instance it should be noted that up to 85% of all road traffic fines are paid by motorists 
on receipt of the relevant Fixed Charge Notice issued by An Garda Síochána.  It is important to 
understand that the figure referred to by the Deputy relates solely to a proportion of the remain-
ing cases where Fixed Charge Notices had not been paid and the matter proceeds to summons.

I am informed that approximately 95% of all penalty point offences are endorsed by the Na-
tional Vehicle and Driver File on driver licences every year with over 85% of penalty point of-
fence records received directly from An Garda Síochána when the offender opts to pay the fixed 
charge amount and accept the penalty points. The remainder of relevant records are received 
from the Courts Service, following convictions in court.

Insofar as non-service of summons is concerned this rate is higher than I as Minister or 
any agency engaged in road traffic enforcement would wish.  However, I am assured that work 
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is ongoing by An Garda Síochána to further improve the rate of summons service. 

I am informed that a Garda Summons Service Working Group has undertaken a review of 
the entire summons service process and has identified actions to improve the rate of service and 
a marked improvement in the rate of summons served has been noted since the commencement 
of its review.  Indeed I understand from Garda management that summons service rates are now 
at their highest in a decade. 

Further, the Criminal Justice (Fixed Charge Processing System (FCPS)) Working Group, 
jointly chaired by officials from my Department and the Department of Transport, Tourism and 
Sport, continues to monitor progress in implementing the recommendations of the comprehen-
sive 2014 Garda Síochána Inspectorate report, including the summons service process.  The 
Working Group’s most recent progress report in respect of 2018 was published on my Depart-
ment’s website in July last. 

The Deputy will also be aware that the third payment option, introduced in June 2017 en-
courages recipients of Fixed Charge Notices for road traffic offences to avail of a third and final 
opportunity to pay their Fixed Charge Notice amount, thereby eliminating the requirement to 
attend court.  In the period 25 October 2017 to 5 April 2019, take-up of the third payment option 
was at 31.37%, which represents a solid return in road traffic enforcement terms. 

In addition, the restructuring currently underway in An Garda Síochána will have a positive 
impact on road traffic enforcement capacity over time.  For example, the mobility project cur-
rently being developed includes a particular focus on roads policing.   I am confident that the 
use of Garda mobile devices at the roadside will provide for a timelier, consistent and targeted 
approach to road traffic enforcement.

03/10/2019WRA00950Anti-Social Behaviour

03/10/2019WRA0100013. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the powers 
An Garda Síochána has to deal with anti-social behaviour, in particular on-street drinking in 
Dublin city centre; if his attention has been drawn to the impact such behaviour is having on 
retailers, in particular on-street traders such as market vendors; and the way in which the force 
can address such problems.  [40056/19]

03/10/2019WRA01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I thank the Deputy for 
her question.  I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that working to tackle public disor-
der and reduce anti-social behaviour is a key priority for An Garda Síochána. This approach 
includes a strong focus on quality of life issues and collaboration with local authorities to help 
address the causes of anti-social behaviour.

Garda visibility is a key element in tackling and indeed deterring anti-social behaviour and 
in this context An Garda Síochána is a growing organisation which is developing a partnership 
approach to problem solving with the community and other agencies.  In addition, anti-social 
behaviour is addressed through deployment of resources, including the Public Order Unit to 
augment local plans where appropriate.

A number of strong legislative provisions are available to Gardaí to combat anti-social be-
haviour, including those under:

- the Criminal Damage Act 1991;

- the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 1994;
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- the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 2003; and

- the Intoxicating Liquor Acts 2003 and 2008. 

As the Deputy will be aware, the report of the Commission on the Future of Policing placed 
a particular emphasis on the importance of community policing, in which front-line Gardaí 
are visible and engaged in communities, developing partnerships with other public agencies 
and stakeholders, to deliver a multi-agency approach to community safety.

The new Garda Operating Model and revised Divisional Structure, announced recently by 
the Commissioner, meets a key commitment in “A Policing Service for the Future”, the four 
year implementation plan giving effect to the recommendations of the Commission on the Fu-
ture of Policing. The new model is intended to provide more visible Gardaí on the front line, as 
well as devolving more power and decision-making power from Garda Headquarters to Chief 
Superintendents leading Divisions.  This will ensure a more responsive police service reflecting 
local needs.

I am confident that these measures - the unprecedented resourcing of and increased re-
cruitment to An Garda Síochána, as well as the ongoing process of Garda reform including a 
strengthened focus on community policing - will assist in ensuring a strong and visible police 
presence throughout the country which will maintain and strengthen community engagement, 
provide reassurance to citizens and deter crime.

The Government also remains committed to ensuring that An Garda Síochána have the nec-
essary resources to tackle all forms of criminality in our communities.

03/10/2019WRA01150Penalty Points System

03/10/2019WRA0120014. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has en-
gaged with the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport with regard to the considerable loop-
holes that exist within the penalty point system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40156/19]

03/10/2019WRA01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I regularly meet my col-
league, the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, to discuss road safety matters, in particu-
lar at the Ministerial Committee on Road Safety which met most recently last month.

Minister Ross and I co-chair that Committee, which is made up of all the major stakeholders 
involved in road safety, including the Road Safety Authority, An Garda Síochána, the Health 
and Safety Authority, Transport Infrastructure Ireland, the Medical Bureau of Road Safety, the 
Department of Health, the City and County Managers’ Association and the Attorney General.  
It provides an important forum to oversee the implementation of the Road Safety Strategy and 
facilitate high-level discussion of road safety issues.

In relation to the specific issue raised, I understand that the Deputy is referring to recent 
media reports indicating that almost half of motorists caught speeding did not receive a court 
summons; and that up to two-thirds of speeding motorists did not have the correct number of 
penalty points endorsed on their driving licence. 

I am aware of these media reports and welcome this opportunity to clarify the position in 
relation to the figures reported.

In the first instance it should be noted that up to 85% of all road traffic fines are paid by 
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motorists on receipt of the relevant Fixed Charge Notice issued by An Garda Síochána.  It is 
important to understand that the figure included in media reports and referred to by the Deputy 
relates solely to a proportion of the remaining cases where Fixed Charge Notices had not been 
paid and the matter proceeds to summons.

I am informed that approximately 95% of all penalty point offences are endorsed by the Na-
tional Vehicle and Driver File on driver licences every year with over 85% of penalty point of-
fence records received directly from An Garda Síochána when the offender opts to pay the fixed 
charge amount and accept the penalty points. The remainder of relevant records are received 
from the Courts Service, following convictions in court.

Insofar as non-service of summons is concerned, this rate is higher than I as Minister or 
any agency engaged in road traffic enforcement would wish.  However, I am assured that work 
is ongoing by An Garda Síochána to further improve the rate of summons service.

I am informed that a Garda Summons Service Working Group has undertaken a review of 
the entire summons service process and has identified actions to improve the rate of service and 
a marked improvement in the rate of summons served has been noted since the commencement 
of its review.  Indeed I understand from Garda management that summons service rates are now 
at their highest in a decade.

Further, the Criminal Justice (Fixed Charge Processing System) Working Group, jointly 
chaired by officials from my Department and the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, 
continues to monitor progress in implementing the recommendations of the comprehensive 
2014 Garda Síochána Inspectorate report, including the summons service process.  The Work-
ing Group’s most recent progress report in respect of 2018 was published on my Department’s 
website in July last.

The Deputy will also be aware that the third payment option, introduced in June 2017 en-
courages recipients of Fixed Charge Notices for road traffic offences to avail of a third and final 
opportunity to pay their Fixed Charge Notice amount, thereby eliminating the requirement to 
attend court.  In the period 25 October 2017 to 5 April 2019, take-up of the third payment option 
was at 31.37%, which represents a solid return in road traffic enforcement terms.

In addition, the restructuring currently underway in An Garda Síochána will have a positive 
impact on road traffic enforcement capacity over time.  For example, the mobility project cur-
rently being developed includes a particular focus on roads policing.  I am confident that the 
use of Garda mobile devices at the roadside will provide for a timelier, consistent and targeted 
approach to road traffic enforcement.

It is important to acknowledge that last year witnessed the lowest number of fatalities 
ever on Irish roads. This year, Ireland received the European Transport Safety Council’s presti-
gious Road Safety Performance Index award in recognition of the considerable progress made 
in road safety. Ireland was the second safest EU member state in terms of road deaths per mil-
lion inhabitants in 2018. However, maintaining progress in road safety requires ongoing atten-
tion and this Government is committed to this critical task.

03/10/2019WRA01350International Protection

03/10/2019WRA0140015. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of vulnerability assessments carried out pursuant to the transposition of the EU reception con-
ditions directive into Irish law in June 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40122/19]
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03/10/2019WRA01500Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
It is important to emphasise that all Departments and their agencies involved in the delivery of 
services and supports to applicants have a role to play in identifying and addressing the needs 
of applicants who present as vulnerable. This is particularly the case where vulnerabilities may 
only be disclosed or become evident after the initial stage of the protection process.  

In June 2018, Ireland opted into the EU (recast) Reception Conditions Directive. This Di-
rective lays down the standards for the reception of international protection applicants. Article 
21 of the Directive requires Member States, in implementing the Directive, to take into account 
the specific situation of vulnerable persons, and Article 22 provides for the assessment of the 
special reception needs of vulnerable persons. The Article also sets out that the assessment need 
not take the form of an administrative procedure. For the purposes of the Directive and Regula-
tion 8 of the 2018 transposing Regulations, vulnerable persons include minors, unaccompanied 
minors, disabled people, elderly people, pregnant women, single parents, victims of human 
trafficking, persons with serious illnesses, persons with mental disorders and persons who have 
been subjected to torture, rape or other serious forms of psychological, physical or sexual vio-
lence, such as victims of female genital mutilation. 

My Department is continually reviewing how to improve services to applicants and my of-
ficials are currently examining the options available to improve the procedure for the identifica-
tion and assessment of those applicants deemed to be vulnerable in accordance with Article 21 
of the Reception Conditions Directive.

To assist in determining how best we can meet the health and related needs of applicants, 
the HSE National Office for Social Inclusion has recently commissioned research to explore the 
concept of vulnerability with a view to further improving our existing processes. I look forward 
to the outcome of this research.

With regard to current procedures, every applicant has an initial interview conducted when 
they first attend the International Protection Office in Dublin. If the applicant indicates that they 
require accommodation , he or she will then be assessed for any specific reception needs. The 
result of the assessment is taken into account when assigning accommodation to the individual. 

Applicants are also invited for an initial health assessment on a voluntary basis. A Health 
Screening Team, which is funded and managed by the HSE, is located onsite at the Balseskin 
Reception Centre for this purpose. The team comprises of GPs, a Medical Officer, a Clinical 
Nurse Specialist and two nurses, a primary care social worker, two primary care psychologists 
and clerical/administration support. The team offers a range of individual services and screen-
ing for medical and psychosocial needs and makes onward referrals for any further treatment 
required. These health professionals communicate with my officials in the International Protec-
tion Accommodation Service (IPAS - formerly RIA), within the bounds of patient confidential-
ity, if a particular need is identified that will impact the person’s accommodation requirements. 
In the coming weeks, a new primary care facility will be opening in Balseskin, which will en-
able the health care team to provide their services in a facility that is to the standard of all new 
HSE primary care facilities. 

In addition, arrangements are in place with Safetynet, who carry out health screening in 
various parts of the country on behalf of the HSE, to offer the screening service to those who 
do not, for whatever reason, avail of it in Dublin. Staff from Safetynet liaise with the IPAS if 
the person is deemed vulnerable on medical or related grounds. This can include a request that 
special arrangements should be taken regarding the assignment of the person’s accommodation, 
for example if they need to be located near a particular hospital.
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03/10/2019WRA01550Criminal Law Review

03/10/2019WRA0160016. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
the recent report titled A Review of the Criminalisation of Paying for Sexual Services in North-
ern Ireland; if there is an update on the review of criminalisation of sex work under the Criminal 
Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40123/19]

03/10/2019WRA01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am familiar with the 
Review of the Criminalisation of Paying for Sexual Services in Northern Ireland carried out by 
Queen’s University Belfast and published on 18th September.  That review was commissioned 
under the Human Trafficking and Exploitation (Criminal Justice and Support for Victims) Act 
2015 which introduced the offence of paying for sexual services. 

In this jurisdiction, the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017 amended legislation relat-
ing to prostitution.  

Part 4 of the 2017 Act provides for a new offence of paying for sexual activity with a pros-
titute. The Act also removes those who offer their services as a prostitute from the existing of-
fences of soliciting for the purpose of prostitution. One purpose of this measure is to provide 
additional protection to persons involved in prostitution and to allow them to make reports 
to the Gardaí, for instance where they have been subjected to violence by clients, without fear 
or concern of being prosecuted for selling sexual services.

As with the legislation in Northern Ireland, there is provision under the 2017 Act to report 
on the operation of the legislation.  This will include an assessment of the impact on the welfare 
of those who engage in sexual activity for payment, as well as information on prosecutions and 
convictions.  The review will commence early next year.

While not pre-empting the outcome of this forthcoming review, I am conscious that there are 
many differing opinions on the approaches which should be adopted to address this issue.  It is 
very important that any review should be underpinned by qualitative and quantitative data that 
includes the experience of those providing sexual services as well as those who provide support 
and advice and advocate on their behalf. 

This is undoubtedly a complex issue - reflected in the debates around the introduction of the 
2017 provisions.  Measures to target the demand for commercial sex must continue to keep as a 
core principle the safety, health and well-being of all of those involved in prostitution.

03/10/2019WRA01750Northern Ireland

03/10/2019WRA0180017. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
ongoing discussions with his UK counterpart on the Kingsmill massacre. [28213/19]

03/10/2019WRA01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The murder of ten inno-
cent workmen at Kingsmill in January 1976 was an appalling atrocity and the Irish Government 
is committed to co-operating fully and in accordance with law with the Northern Ireland Coro-
ner’s Inquest into the Kingsmill murders.  In line with this commitment, a substantial amount 
of relevant evidential material in the possession of An Garda Síochána has been transferred by 
them to the Northern Ireland Coroner.  

The transfer of sensitive or personal information from one jurisdiction to another must, of 
course be carried out on a proper basis in order to be lawful.  At the time of the commencement 
of the Kingsmill inquest, there was no formal framework in place to facilitate such cooperation 
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with a civil inquest in Northern Ireland.  The Government took measures in the form of a Di-
rective under Section 25 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005 and making Regulations under of the 
Data Protection Acts which facilitated the Garda Commissioner in making material available to 
the Northern Ireland Coroner.  These measures have facilitated the Garda Authorities to transfer 
material to the inquest.   

The Garda Authorities have continuously sought to cooperate with the Northern Ireland 
Coroner and his legal team as part of what is an ongoing legal process.  I can assure the Deputy 
that every effort has been made to facilitate further cooperation, both formally and informally, 
insofar as that can be done in accordance with the law.  The Deputy will be aware that on 
12 July 2019, the Criminal Justice (International Co-operation) Act 2019 was passed by the 
Oireachtas.  The Act was commenced by me on 4 September.  The primary purpose of the Act 
is to facilitate co-operation by An Garda Síochána with Coroners’ Inquests in Northern Ireland 
and Great Britain that are examining troubles-related deaths, whether caused by paramilitaries 
or by the security forces, and that have a substantial connection with this State.

The Government is fully committed to taking actions to address the painful legacy of the 
past in Northern Ireland and implementing the relevant provisions of the Stormont House 
Agreement is a priority objective, one which was prominent in the recent negotiations on the 
formation of a new Northern Ireland Executive.  The Government will continue to engage with 
all parties in seeking agreement on how to best advance the implementation of that framework.

03/10/2019WRA01950Garda Stations

03/10/2019WRA0200018. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the negotiations he has 
had with the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform regarding the much-needed extension 
to Mullingar Garda station. [40054/19]

03/10/2019WRA02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for managing and controlling generally the 
administration and business of An Garda Síochána, including the management and efficient use 
of resources, having regard to operational need.   

The Office of Public Works (OPW) has responsibility for the provision and maintenance 
of Garda accommodation. As a result, all works to the Garda estate involve close cooperation 
between the OPW and the Garda authorities.  Major capital investment has been made in the 
Garda estate in recent years, to provide fit-for-purpose facilities for Garda members and staff, 
as well as the public interacting with them.  This is a significant undertaking, as there are over 
560 stations nationwide.  

Significant funding has been provided for the Garda Building and Refurbishment Pro-
gramme 2016-2021 which is based on agreed Garda priorities, underpinned by significant Ex-
chequer funding across the Garda and OPW Votes.  The programme is benefiting over 30 loca-
tions and I understand that some work was previously carried out at Mullingar in the context 
of that programme.  Other major ongoing works to the estate include the development of a new 
facility at Military Road and the refurbishment of Fitzgibbon Street station as well as the Pilot 
Garda station reopening project.  

As the Deputy is aware, the Commissioner last month announced a new Operating Model, 
which includes a restructuring of the existing Regions and Divisions.  Decisions on the location 
of Divisional and other Headquarters are operational questions for the Commissioner and, as 
Minister, I have no role in these decisions.
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In the new model, the existing Meath and Westmeath Divisions will be merged and will 
form part of the Eastern Garda Region with the new Meath/Westmeath Divisional Headquarters 
to be situated in Mullingar.  I am informed by the Commissioner that in light of the new struc-
tures, An Garda Síochána is undertaking a review of accommodation requirements, including 
Mullingar Garda Station.  I am informed that the need for new or additional Garda accommo-
dation or facilities in Mullingar will be considered and prioritised in the context of that review.

03/10/2019WRA02150Organised Crime

03/10/2019WRA0220019. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to in-
crease co-operation in policing and security issues on a North-South basis arising from the 
recent annual cross-Border conference on organised crime; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40159/19]

03/10/2019WRA02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
policing in the border region has always presented particular challenges and these necessitate 
a collaborative approach to policing between law enforcement agencies north and south of the 
border.

I am pleased to say that cooperation between An Garda Síochána and the PSNI has never 
been closer.  As Deputies are aware, the importance of this ongoing high level of cooperation 
has been emphatically demonstrated again in recent weeks by the abhorrent attack on an indi-
vidual in Co Fermanagh.  I visited the area last week and was briefed by the Commissioner and 
the investigation team.  It is clear that elements of this horrific crime took place on both sides 
of the border and a joint investigation is ongoing, including ongoing sharing of information and 
evidence, between An Garda Síochána and the PSNI.

The multi-agency cooperation in place to tackle cross-border crime is quite structured and 
successful.   

The Deputy will be aware that in November 2015 the British and Irish Governments and the 
Northern Ireland Executive agreed a series of measures in the Fresh Start agreement,as part of 
a concerted and enhanced effort to tackle organised and cross jurisdictional crime.  These mea-
sures included the creation of the Joint Agency Task Force which is led by senior officers from 
An Garda Síochána, the Police Service of Northern Ireland, the Revenue Commissioners and 
UK (HM) Revenue and Customs.  A number of other relevant bodies, including the National 
Crime Agency and the Criminal Assets Bureau are also closely involved.   

The objective of the Task Force is to build on existing law enforcement frameworks and to 
increase the collective effectiveness of operational actions.  In this format, the senior manage-
ment level of the two police services provide strong strategic direction and oversight to front-
line operational activities.  

The Task Force has had some notable success in tackling cross-border criminal activity 
across a range of crime areas.  These include not just traditional smuggling activities, but also 
rural and farm crimes, organised burglary and drug crime.   

The regrettable absence of an Executive in Northern Ireland means that the work of the Task 
Force is less visible than it might have been.  It was designed to report to Justice Ministers north 
and south and it is my hope that the restoration of power sharing in Northern Ireland will allow 
the Task Force to reach its full potential.   

The multi-agency nature of the Task Force is critical to its success. It is a strong example 



Questions - Written Answers

10

of the extensive North-South cooperation between the police, customs services and other law 
enforcement agencies involved in tackling crime and enhancing the safety of all communities 
on both sides of the border. The Task Force complements both the ongoing formal and informal 
co-operation between AGS and PSNI, as well as specific joint investigations which take place 
when individual crime incidents with a cross border dimension occur, such as the one underway 
into the abduction and assault of an individual as already referred to.   

Last week I attended the 17th Cross Border Conference on Organised Crime in Co. Cavan 
together with the Garda Commissioner, the Chief Constable of the PSNI, senior officers from 
all the agencies and senior officials from Department of Justice Northern Ireland and my own 
Department.  This is an annual event, aimed at enhancing cooperation between law enforcement 
agencies on both sides of the border, particularly in relation to cross border organised crimi-
nality and related issues.  This conference gave members of the Task Force the opportunity to 
consider in detail the necessary improvements and innovations, including international coop-
eration, which can be taken to strengthen the effectiveness of the Task Force.

While the work of the Task Force is reviewed as part of the annual cross border conference 
on organised crime, there is ongoing multiagency engagement in relation to operations to tackle 
cross border crime.

I am sure the Deputy will join me in welcoming the Commissioner’s decision to establish 
an additional Armed Support Unit (ASU) in Cavan, which became operational this week. This 
ASU will complement the work of those already based in Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal and 
Dundalk, Co. Louth in the Northern Region.   

The Northern region has benefited from the accelerated recruitment to An Garda Síochána 
and the unprecedented €1.76 billion budget provided to An Garda Síochána for 2019.  The 
Garda strength in the Northern Region has increased to approximately 1,500, an increase of 
150 Gardaí since the end of 2017 as well as approximately 150 Garda staff in the region, which 
represents an increase of almost 30% over the past 3 years.   

The ongoing recruitment will provide the Commissioner with the resources needed to de-
ploy increasing numbers of Gardaí to deliver a visible, effective and responsive policing service.   
These requirements will be kept under ongoing review by Garda management with a view to 
addressing any policing requirements for the Border region which may arise. In the event that a 
“no deal” Brexit gives rise to additional requirements in border areas, further resources can and 
will be provided through redeployment.

Finally, I can assure the Deputy that, irrespective of the political outcome of Brexit, the ex-
cellent ongoing cooperation between An Garda Síochána and the PSNI must and will continue 
to combat the threat posed by criminals that seek to exploit the policing challenges posed by 
the border.

03/10/2019WRA02350Organised Crime

03/10/2019WRA0240020. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the issues discussed 
at the recent North-South policing conference in Ballyconnell, County Cavan; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [40158/19]

03/10/2019WRA02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Last week I attended the 
17th Cross Border Conference on Organised Crime in Co. Cavan together with the Garda Com-
missioner, the Chief Constable of the PSNI, senior officers from all the agencies and senior of-
ficials from Department of Justice Northern Ireland and my own Department.  This is an annual 
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event, aimed at enhancing understanding and cooperation between law enforcement agencies 
on both sides of the border, particularly in relation to cross border organised criminality and 
related issues. 

The objectives of the Conference include sharing experiences, identifying effective ap-
proaches and recommending actions to the Joint Agency Task Force aimed at enhancing cross-
border working relationships to enhance our collective ability to tackle organised crime.  

‘Information Sharing and Co-operation’ were the twin themes of this year’s Conference. 
They are at the very heart of the ongoing partnership, North and South, that continues to yield 
successful outcomes in terms of crime investigation and prevention. This is vital for communi-
ties living along the border in particular. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, the specific matters discussed at the Conference are sensitive 
and operational in nature, however I can advise the Deputy that robust and fruitful discussions 
around tackling cross border criminality and cross border co-operation between law enforce-
ment agencies North and South of the Border took place.  The report also heard about actions 
taken on foot of last year’s conference.  

The occasion also provided a useful opportunity for members of the Joint Agency Task 
Force, established under the Fresh Start Agreement, to come together, allowing for detailed 
consideration of the necessary improvements and innovations, including international co-oper-
ation, which can be taken to strengthen the effectiveness of the Task Force.

While the work of the Task Force is reviewed as part of the annual cross border conference 
on organised crime, there is ongoing multiagency engagement in relation to operations to tackle 
cross border crime, reflecting the fact that policing in the border region has always presented 
particular challenges and these necessitate a collaborative approach to policing with law en-
forcement agencies north and south of the border.

03/10/2019WRA02550Garda Strength

03/10/2019WRA0260021. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the last review 
was undertaken to determine the optimum number of gardaí required; if he is satisfied that this 
is now the appropriate number of gardaí required; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40172/19]

03/10/2019WRA02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for carrying on, managing and generally con-
trolling the administration and business of An Garda Síochána, including issues relating to 
personnel and the distribution of personnel.  Garda management keeps staffing and deployment 
requirements under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, to 
ensure their optimum use.

The Government decided in July 2016 to increase the number of Gardaí to 15,000 and 
Garda staff to a total of 4,000 by 2021 and huge progress has already been made towards that 
goal.  As part of that plan, there is ongoing and increased recruitment of new Gardaí and Garda 
staff, allowing for redeployment of Gardaí to operational duties at the front-line.  There are now 
over 14,200 Gardaí nationwide, supported by over 2,700 civilian staff.

In fact, since the re-opening of the Garda Training College in 2014, approximately 2,800 
new Garda members have attested and been assigned to front-line policing duties in communi-
ties throughout the country. Another 200 probationer Gardaí are due to attest by the end of this 
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year. 

In line with the recommendation of the Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland, 
it is for the Commissioner to decide and balance the organisation’s needs within the resources 
allocated to him.  For example, in addition to recruiting 600 Gardaí the Commissioner decided 
this year to recruit an additional 600 Garda staff in 2019.  This will in turn allow for the rede-
ployment of approximately 500 experienced Gardaí to front-line policing duties by the end of 
this year.

I am advised by the Garda Commissioner that as of 31 August, there were 473 Garda Re-
serves across the organisation. 

I am informed by An Garda Síochána that a class of approximately 100 Garda reserve re-
cruits commenced training in March 2019 at the Garda College, Templemore. 

In addition, as recommended in the Commission’s report, An Garda Síochána is currently 
conducting a strategic review of the Garda Reserve to inform future decisions around its use. 
The strategy is expected to inform the development and preparation for a new Reserve recruit-
ment drive by the end of 2019.  I understand that a class of 100 reserves commenced training in 
March and, as of 31 August, there are 473 reserves across the organisation.   

Finally, it may be noted that unprecedented resources are currently being provided to An 
Garda Síochána.  A total budget of €1.76 billion has been allocated to An Garda Síochána in 
2019, in addition to capital investment of €92 million this year.  This ongoing investment is 
intended to support growth in the organisation as well as the ambitious Garda reform plan, with 
the overall goal of ensuring a visible, professional and effective policing service to all our com-
munities, nationwide.

03/10/2019WRA02750Courts Service Data

03/10/2019WRA0280022. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way in which 
he plans to respond to recently published figures from the Courts Service which revealed the 
large proportion of summonses that are not served; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39989/19]

03/10/2019WRA02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am aware of the recent 
statistics published by the Courts Service and welcome the opportunity to clarify the position 
as it stands to the Deputy. 

Last year saw the lowest number of fatalities ever recorded on Irish roads and this year Ire-
land received the European Transport Safety Council’s prestigious Road Safety Performance 
Index award, in recognition of the considerable progress made in terms of road safety.  Ireland 
was the second safest EU member state in terms of road deaths per million inhabitants in 2018.

However maintaining progress in road safety requires consistent ongoing attention and in 
the first instance it should be noted that Gardaí indicate that up to 85% of all road traffic fines 
are paid by motorists on receipt of the relevant Fixed Charge Notice issued by An Garda Sío-
chána.  It is important to understand that the figure referred to by the Deputy relates solely to a 
proportion of the remaining cases where Fixed Charge Notices had not been paid and the matter 
proceeds to summons.

I am informed that approximately 95% of all penalty point offences are endorsed by the Na-
tional Vehicle and Driver File on driver licences every year with over 85% of penalty point of-
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fence records received directly from An Garda Síochána when the offender opts to pay the fixed 
charge amount and accept the penalty points. The remainder of relevant records are received 
from the Courts Service, following convictions in court.

Insofar as non-service of summons is concerned this rate is higher than I as Minister or 
any agency engaged in road traffic enforcement would wish.  However, I am assured that work 
is ongoing by An Garda Síochána to further improve the rate of summons service.

I am informed that a Garda Summons Service Working Group has undertaken a review of 
the entire summons service process and has identified actions to improve the rate of service and 
a marked improvement in the rate of summons served has been noted since the commencement 
of its review.  Indeed I understand from Garda management that summons service rates are now 
at their highest in a decade.

Further, the Criminal Justice (Fixed Charge Processing System (FCPS)) Working Group, 
jointly chaired by officials from my Department and the Department of Transport, Tourism and 
Sport, continues to monitor progress in implementing the recommendations of the comprehen-
sive 2014 Garda Síochána Inspectorate report, including the summons service process.  The 
Working Group’s most recent progress report in respect of 2018 was published on my Depart-
ment’s website in July last.

The Deputy will also be aware that the third payment option, introduced in June 2017 en-
courages recipients of Fixed Charge Notices for road traffic offences to avail of a third and final 
opportunity to pay their Fixed Charge Notice amount, thereby eliminating the requirement to 
attend court.  In the period 25 October 2017 to 5 April 2019, take-up of the third payment option 
was at 31.37%, which represents a solid return in road traffic enforcement terms. 

In addition, the restructuring currently underway in An Garda Síochána will have a positive 
impact on road traffic enforcement capacity over time.  For example, the mobility project cur-
rently being developed includes a particular focus on roads policing.   I am confident that the 
use of Garda mobile devices at the roadside will provide for a timelier, consistent and targeted 
approach to road traffic enforcement.

03/10/2019WRA02950Proposed Legislation

03/10/2019WRA0300023. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason for the 
delay in publishing the parental leave and benefit Bill; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40131/19]

03/10/2019WRA03100Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
As the Deputy will be aware, on 23 April 2019, the Government announced that it had approved 
the priority drafting of the Parent’s Leave and Benefit Bill 2019. The proposed legislation will 
provide for two weeks of parental leave and benefit for all new parents in employment or self-
employment in respect of babies born on or after 1 November 2019. This will facilitate parents 
in spending more time with their babies in their critical first 12 months.  I expect the Bill to be 
published shortly.

03/10/2019WRA03150Garda Transport Data

03/10/2019WRA0320024. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda marked and unmarked cars and vehicles assigned to each Garda station in the Meath 
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division. [40168/19]

03/10/2019WRA03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The resources provided 
by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented levels, with an allocation 
for 2019 of €1.76 billion.  Very significant capital investment is also being made in An Garda 
Síochána, including a total of €46 million for investment in the Garda fleet between 2016 and 
2021.  This continuing investment is intended to ensure that An Garda Síochána can be mobile, 
visible and responsive on the roads and in the community to prevent and tackle crime.

The Deputy may wish to be aware that €10 million capital funding has been made for 
the purchase and fit-out of Garda vehicles in 2019.  I understand from the Garda authorities that 
this allocation will be used for purchase and fit-out of over 300 new vehicles for operational 
use this year. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amend-
ed, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for managing and controlling the administration 
and business of An Garda Síochána.  Further, the allocation of Garda resources is a matter for 
the Commissioner, in light of identified operational demands. This includes responsibility for 
the allocation of Garda vehicles among the various Garda divisions.  As Minister, I have no 
role in these matters. I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps the distribution of 
resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities to ensure 
their optimum use.

The following information, as provided to me by the Garda Commissioner, sets out the 
number of vehicles allocated to the Meath Division as at 30 September 2019. 

Meath 
Division

Cars Vans Motorbikes * 4x4 Others Total

Ashbourne 
District

14 5 1 1 0 21

Kells Dis-
trict

7 1 0 0 0 8

Navan 
Dist.

11 5 0 0 0 16

Trim Dis-
trict

9 1 0 0 0 10

Total 41 12 1 1 0 55
 *  The category ‘other’ refers to MPV, SUV, Minibus or Prisoner Conveyance Vehicles

For security and operational reasons, these tables do not include a breakdown between 
marked and unmarked vehicle allocations.

03/10/2019WRA03350Crime Prevention

03/10/2019WRA0340025. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the impact the 
use of Eircodes will have in combating crime in rural areas; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28565/19]

03/10/2019WRA03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed that An 
Garda Síochána, and other emergency services, consider the use of Eircodes to be of vital assis-
tance in locating the position of emergency callers, particularly in rural areas where non-unique 
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addresses can be a significant issue.

Eircodes can assist on a practical level with preventing crime.  An Garda Síochána encour-
age the marking of property as a crime prevention measure. Where this is done in communities, 
signs can be erected in the area indicating that property has been marked. This, in itself, acts as a 
significant deterrent to criminals and has, I understand, had very positive effects on crime rates. 

Marking property with an Eircode has a number of distinct advantages. Aside from reducing 
the likelihood that your property will be stolen in the first place, it can assist Gardaí in identify-
ing stolen property that a person may have in their possession and provides evidence for pros-
ecutions. It also allows for identification of the rightful owner and the return of property quickly 
and efficiently. 

I am informed that highly successful pilot projects involving the marking of property with 
eircodes have been carried out in West Cork and Monaghan and are being adopted by com-
munities elsewhere in the country.  While supported by An Garda Síochána, these initiatives 
have been successfully adopted by the local communities involved.  Whatever method is used, 
I would strongly encourage people to mark their property be it farm machinery, bicycles, com-
puters or other personal property and to consider the advantages of using a unique identifier 
- such as eircode - in doing so.  

I would also like to note the National Rural Safety Forum launched last month at the Na-
tional Ploughing Championships.  The Forum was established following stakeholder consulta-
tion between my Department, An Garda Síochána and key partners such as the Irish Farmers 
Association and Muintir na Tire.  One of the key objectives of the forum is crime prevention 
and crime opportunity reduction with a focus on property marking, recording, identification 
and return.  The Forum will, through individual and collective efforts, attempt to significantly 
increase the level of property marking and property recording nationally with a view to increas-
ing deterrence, assisting in prevention of crime and to assisting in the identification of stolen 
property.

03/10/2019WRA03550Direct Provision System

03/10/2019WRA0360026. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to ad-
dress the number of persons living in direct provision centres nationally; his further plans to stop 
using hotels as emergency centres; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40171/19]

03/10/2019WRA03700Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
My Department is responsible for offering accommodation and related services to international 
protection applicants while their claim for protection is being examined. These services are 
demand led and generally it is difficult to predict demand far in advance. 

I am advised that as of 26 September 2019, 7,355 persons were being provided with accom-
modation by the International Protection Accommodation Services (IPAS, formerly the Recep-
tion and Integration Agency) of my Department. 

Currently, there are 5,966 persons residing in the 38 accommodation centres located na-
tionwide across 18 counties. As these centres are at full capacity, there are also a further 1,389 
applicants residing in 34 emergency accommodation locations in hotels and guest houses. 

Every effort is being made to re-accommodate applicants in emergency locations to a dedi-
cated accommodation centre as quickly as possible. My Department is actively working on 
securing additional capacity, both in its existing centres and through sourcing new accommoda-
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tion centres. 

 IPAS has sought expressions of interest from parties who would be interested in providing 
accommodation and related services to people in the international protection process and has 
also launched a nationwide, regional tendering process to source new accommodation centres.

In relation to the length of time applicants spend in the international protection process, my 
Department has introduced a number of measures aimed at reducing the time taken to determine 
applications. The International Protection Act, 2015, introduced the single procedure process 
for the determination of protection applications. 

Under the single procedure all elements of a person’s protection claim (refugee status, sub-
sidiary protection status and permission to remain) are considered together rather than sequen-
tially. The aim of the single procedure is to help reduce waiting times significantly. 

In addition, a number of other measures have and are being taken including increases in staff-
ing levels at the International Protection Office (IPO). A new streamlined system for processing 
Safe Country of Origin (SCO) cases has been implemented and various process improvements 
have been made in the IPO and in the International Protection Appeals Tribunal (IPAT). 

My Department is aiming to reduce processing times for first instance decisions to 9 months 
by the end of this year. An applicant who applies for international protection today can expect 
to receive a first instance recommendation/decision within approximately 15 months, provided 
that no complications arise. Prioritised cases are being processed in just under 9 months. 

Prioritised applications include those from countries such as Syria and Eritrea and from 
especially vulnerable groups of applicants, such as unaccompanied minors.

03/10/2019WRA03750Garda Resources

03/10/2019WRA0380027. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the funding secured 
for a new Garda headquarters in Macroom, County Cork; and the timelines agreed. [40163/19]

03/10/2019WRA03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The resources provided 
by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented levels, with an allocation of 
€1.76 billion for 2019, as well as capital investment amounting to €92 million this year.  These 
resources are being provided in support of the Government’s commitment to ensuring a strong 
and visible police presence throughout the country to maintain and strengthen community en-
gagement, provide reassurance to citizens and deter crime.

Major investment is being made in the Garda estate, to provide fit-for-purpose facilities for 
Garda members and staff, as well as the public interacting with them.  This is a significant un-
dertaking, as there are over 560 stations nationwide.   

The Garda Building and Refurbishment Programme 2016-2021 is based on agreed Garda 
priorities, underpinned by significant Exchequer funding across the Garda and OPW Votes. 

Other major ongoing works to the Garda estate include the development of a new facility 
at Military Road and the major refurbishment of Fitzgibbon Street station as well as the Pilot 
Garda station reopening project.   

The Office of Public Works (OPW) has responsibility for the provision and maintenance 
of Garda accommodation. As a result, all works to the Garda estate involve close cooperation 
between the OPW and the Garda authorities.   
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As Deputies will be aware, a Public Private Partnership (PPP) arrangement is included in 
the Building and Refurbishment Programme is intended to deliver new stations in Clonmel, 
Sligo and Macroom.   

PPP projects are progressed under the auspices of the National Development Finance Agen-
cy (NDFA).  My Department, An Garda Síochána, the OPW and the NDFA are working closely 
in order to progress this project.  

It is not possible to say at this stage when the stations will be completed.  The establish-
ment of PPP projects can be complex and it is vital to get the projects right at the planning and 
design stage. Pending delivery of the new stations, I am informed that Garda management and 
the OPW have been working to improve conditions and facilities at the existing stations in 
Macroom, Sligo and Clonmel.

03/10/2019WRA03950Departmental Reports

03/10/2019WRA0400028. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his atten-
tion has been drawn to concerns raised by an organisation (details supplied) regarding the safety 
of members it represents; the way in which he can ensure the safety of sex workers from abuse; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40055/19]

03/10/2019WRA04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Criminal Law (Sex-
ual Offences) Act 2017 criminalises the purchase of sexual services and the soliciting or pur-
chasing of sex from a trafficked person. These and other measures introduced by Part 4 of the 
2017 Act form part of the Government efforts to target the demand for prostitution, reinforced 
through awareness-raising efforts and well-publicised Garda operations.

Part 4 of the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017 specifies that, not later than 3 years 
after its commencement, the Minister for Justice and Equality shall cause a report to be pre-
pared on the operation of Section 7A of the Act. It is a requirement that the report should be laid 
before both Houses of the Oireachtas.

The report is required to include information on the number of arrests and convictions in 
respect of offences under Section 7A of the Act during the period from commencement of that 
section; as well as an assessment of the impact of the operation of that section on the safety and 
well-being of persons who engage in sexual activity for payment.

While there may be many differing opinions on the best approaches to addressing this issue, 
I expect the report to provide important data to allow further consideration of the issues raised.

My Department is at present undertaking the groundwork for the preparation of this report, 
including through the funding of relevant research.

03/10/2019WRA04150Commission on the Future of Policing

03/10/2019WRA0420029. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when his attention 
was drawn to the new divisional structures by the Garda Commissioner; and the date senior 
gardaí were informed of the new structures of Garda headquarters in the regions. [40164/19]

03/10/2019WRA04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As Minister for Justice 
and Equality, I warmly welcome announcement by the Garda Commissioner of a new Operat-
ing Model of An Garda Síochána. 
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This functional model has long been recommended by independent policing specialists, 
including the Garda Síochána Inspectorate and in the Report of the Commission on the Future 
of Policing in Ireland (CoFPI).  Rollout of this model meets a key commitment in A Policing 
Service for the Future, the four year implementation plan giving effect to that report.

While new to Ireland, this model is the norm in other countries.  It is designed to reduce 
bureaucracy and will shift real decision-making power from Garda Headquarters to the Chief 
Superintendents, closer to the communities they serve.  Importantly, it will also result in signifi-
cantly more Sergeants and Inspectors on the ground.

These changes are being introduced at a time of record investment in An Garda Síochá-
na. €1.76 billion has been allocated to the Garda Vote for 2019, as well as capital investment 
amounting to €92 million this year. In terms of Garda numbers the Deputy will be aware of the 
Government’s commitment to achieving a Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021.

I am confident that this ongoing investment in Garda resources together with the ongoing 
reform process will result in an improved policing service for all communities.  

I understand that, while developing the new Model, the Garda Commissioner engaged 
widely within the organisation, holding 67 workshops which captured the views of over 400 
Garda personnel from a cross section of urban, suburban and rural Divisions, as well as all 
specialist and support sections and their respective Chief Superintendents.  I am informed 
that the Commissioner also met with the GRA and other representative bodies which were of 
course also consulted by the Commission which developed the proposals.  

Finally, I can confirm that while I was informed of the Commissioner’s plan and, of course, 
I was familiar with the recommendations of the Garda Síochána Inspectorate and the Commis-
sion on the Future of Policing on these matters, the detail of the plan was solely a matter for the 
Garda Commissioner. This was the case in line with the Garda Síochána Act 2005 which pro-
vides that management of An Garda Síochána and the allocation of Garda resources, including 
the deployment and distribution of Garda personnel, is solely a matter for the Commissioner.   

These changes have been welcomed by the Garda Inspectorate, the Policing Authority, 
members of the Commission on the Future of Policing and many others, including the Irish 
Farmers Association.  The Commissioner has also made clear that he and his team are willing 
to meet Joint Policing Committees all over Ireland in the weeks ahead for detailed local engage-
ment.  I am confident that the new Model will serve Ireland well by providing a more agile, 
localised and responsive police service nationwide.

Garda Stations

03/10/2019WRB0020030. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the discussions 
his Department has had with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and other State 
agencies regarding a new Garda station for Macroom, County Cork; if he is satisfied the plan 
is advancing; when he expects a new station to advance to construction; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39638/19]

03/10/2019WRB00300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The resources provided 
by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented levels, with an allocation of 
€1.76 billion for 2019, as well as capital investment amounting to €92 million this year.  These 
resources are being provided in support of the Government’s commitment to ensuring a strong 
and visible police presence throughout the country to maintain and strengthen community en-
gagement, provide reassurance to citizens and deter crime.
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The Office of Public Works has responsibility for the provision and maintenance of Garda 
accommodation. Works in relation to Garda accommodation are progressed by the Garda au-
thorities working in close cooperation with the Office of Public Works (OPW).

The Garda Building and Refurbishment Programme 2016-2021 programme is based on 
agreed Garda priorities. It continues to benefit over 30 locations around the country, under-
pinned by significant Exchequer funding across the Garda and OPW Votes.  In addition to that 
programme, other major ongoing works to the Garda estate include the pilot Garda station 
reopening project, the development of a new facility at Military Road and the major refurbish-
ment of Fitzgibbon Street station.  The clear goal of this investment is to address deficiencies in 
the Garda estate and provide fit-for-purpose facilities for Garda members and staff, as well as 
the public interacting with them.

The Public Private Partnership (PPP) arrangement included in the Building and Refurbish-
ment Programme is intended to deliver new stations in Sligo, Macroom and Clonmel. The OPW 
has agreed to provide its expert services in the design of the three stations in question.

PPP projects are progressed under the auspices of the National Development Finance Agen-
cy (NDFA).  My Department, An Garda Síochána, the OPW and the NDFA are working closely 
in order to progress this project.

The establishment of PPP projects can be complex and it is vital to get the projects right at 
the planning and design stage. Pending delivery of the new stations, I am informed that Garda 
management and the OPW have been working to improve conditions and facilities at the exist-
ing stations in Sligo, Macroom and Clonmel.

Sexual Offences Data

03/10/2019WRB0040031. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
the new SAVI survey; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40125/19]

03/10/2019WRB00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding earlier this year with the Central Statistics Office (CSO) in 
relation to the National Sexual Violence Prevalence Survey. Preparations are now underway for 
this large scale survey, which will look in detail at the experience of women and men in Ireland 
of sexual violence and abuse, with repeat large scale surveys every decade. The goal is for an 
ongoing programme of high quality research in a sensitive and ethical way, to ensure a robust 
set of data to inform Government policy.  

Funding of €150,000 has been provided for 2019 to allow the CSO to carry out the prelimi-
nary technical research. 

I am informed that, to date, the preparatory phase has involved a wide consultation process, 
including an open town hall stakeholder event, the establishment of two expert working groups, 
and a broad Liaison Group for the project with nominated experts from a range of organisations 
and agencies. The preparatory phase will include the conducting of a full pilot survey in the 
field in 2020.

Government has agreed in principle that once detailed budgets can be devised by the CSO, 
necessary resources will be made available to ensure the survey takes place.

Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal
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03/10/2019WRB0060032. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to ensure 
that the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal is adequately resourced to ensure cases is 
dealt with in a timely fashion and that the backlog of cases are cleared; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40173/19]

03/10/2019WRB00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal administers two schemes:

- the Scheme of Compensation for Personal Injuries Criminally Inflicted and 

- the Scheme of Compensation for Personal Injuries Criminally Inflicted on Prison Officers. 

The Tribunal is made up qualified barristers and solicitors. Under the terms of the Scheme, 
the Tribunal is limited to a Chair and 6 ordinary members who provide services on a part-time 
basis. It is entirely independent in the matter of individual decisions on applications for com-
pensation. 

Any decision to recruit a greater number of solicitors and barristers to service the Tribunal’s 
needs would amount to a Scheme change. I have asked my officials to consider this issue fur-
ther. 

I can confirm that five Departmental staff act as Secretariat to the Tribunal. These staff re-
ceive applications and gather the necessary information from applicants and other stakeholders 
such as An Garda Síochána in relation to each case. When all required information is available, 
Tribunal staff send the file to the Tribunal for consideration and decision. Where a decision is 
appealed, Tribunal staff make arrangements for a Tribunal appeal hearing.

In terms of the duration of the process, I should note that it may take several years before 
an application for compensation is ready for submission to the Tribunal for consideration and 
decision. For example final Garda reports on the crime are required, as are the outcomes of any 
court cases initiated. In addition, in some cases the extent of injuries suffered by the victim may 
not be known for some years. It is also the case that the assessment of loss of earnings for con-
sideration by the Tribunal may be complex to determine and may require employer assessment 
and social welfare reports. These and other factors can have an impact on the duration of any 
particular application. 

An assessment is currently being carried out by officials of my Department in relation to 
caseload in the scheme, including the extent and nature of any possible backlog. 

Finally, the Deputy may be interested to know that in its fifth work programme, published 
in March 2019, the Law Reform Commission included a review of the Criminal Injuries Com-
pensation Scheme as one of 15 planned projects.  I welcome this project as an opportunity for 
a comprehensive examination of all aspects of this long-established Scheme, to ensure that the 
State’s arrangements for the compensation of victims of violent crime are in keeping with good 
international practice and meet society’s needs into the future.

Garda Expenditure

03/10/2019WRB0080033. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the part of the bud-
get of An Garda Síochána the estimated €15 to €18 million cost of the visits of President Trump 
and Vice President Pence came from; the breakdown of the expenditure in view of the cost and 
the fact that the visits were of short duration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40130/19]
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03/10/2019WRB00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): There has been very sig-
nificant investment in Garda resources across the State in recent years.  €1.76 billion has been 
allocated to the Garda Vote for 2019, in addition to capital investment amounting to €92 million 
this year.  As the Accounting Officer for the Garda Vote, the Commissioner is responsible for 
managing and controlling the administration and business of the organisation, including the al-
location of Garda resources.

The Deputy will appreciate that there is an obligation on the State to take appropriate mea-
sures to ensure the safety of every visiting dignitary in line with risk assessment.  The costs of 
such visits generally include salary costs including overtime, travel and subsistence, communi-
cations costs, equipment costs, station services and so on.

The Garda authorities have informed me that the costs compiled to date in respect of Presi-
dent Trump’s visit total approximately €11.5 million.  I understand that the costs of Vice Presi-
dent Pence’s visit are not yet compiled.  The Government fully supports the Commissioner in 
his performance of this role and in his efforts to ensure that the Garda Vote comes in on budget 
and the financial position of An Garda Síochána is kept under regular review by the Garda 
Commissioner and my Department.  As I have previously indicated, the resources available to 
An Garda Síochána are being examined in the context of the budgetary process.

Asylum Seekers

03/10/2019WRB0100034. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
with regard to allowing asylum seekers apply for a driver licence; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40126/19]

03/10/2019WRB01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Department of Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport is responsible for the issuance of driving licenses. That Department is 
currently examining the policy and law as it pertains to the issuance of Irish driving licenses 
to international protection applicants. There are on-going communications to determine if an 
appropriate solution can be found.  The issue is not straightforward and requires careful consid-
eration of both EU and national driver licensing law. Officials of the Immigration Service of my 
Department sought background information from the European Migration Network as to the 
interpretation and implementation of the relevant EU law,  Article 12 of Directive 2006/126/EC 
on driving licences (recast), in other member states. This information has since been provided 
to the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and we would expect that this will assist in 
bringing the matter to a conclusion in the near future.

Where there are any changes to the application system as it may pertain to international 
protection applicants this will be communicated by that Department accordingly, and by the 
relevant authorities who have oversight and responsibility for the issuance of driving licenses 
in the State.

Prison Service Data

03/10/2019WRB0120035. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the findings of 
the recent CSO Prison Recidivism Study will be addressed, namely, that almost half of prison-
ers here went on to commit another offence within three years of their release; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39987/19]

03/10/2019WRB01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Public safety is an abso-
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lute priority for me as Minister for Justice and Equality.  Working to reduce re-offending and 
minimise the risk of further harm to victims and society, through the implementation of effec-
tive evidence-based penal policy, is a key part of that task.

I welcome last week’s publication by the CSO of the most recent Recidivism Study which 
is part of a series dealing with re-offending following imprisonment and probation interven-
tions.  It should be noted that this study shows a significant decrease in prison recidivism and 
clearly demonstrates that recidivism rates are on a downward trend. 

The report covers a group of 1,000 offenders released from prison in 2011 and 2012, and 
follows them up to the end of 2014 and 2015 respectively. The recidivism rate stood at 55% in 
2007, but the report shows it fell to 45.8% in 2012.  Overall, this represents a decrease of 9.3% 
over a five year period.  

I was also pleased to note that the CSO study published in June last in relation to offend-
ers sentenced to probation also recorded noted significant reductions, with a drop of nearly 8 
percentage points in re-offending rates recorded between 2008 and 2012.  The report shows 
that those sentenced to a Community Service Order were less likely to re-offend than those 
sentenced to a Probation Order.  

I also particularly welcome the finding that Community Service continues to show very 
good outcomes. Over 350,000 hours of community service work were carried out around the 
country in 2018. This not only benefits communities nationwide and allows offenders a chance 
to make amends for their criminal actions in a tangible way, but the findings of the CSO’s 
work clearly shows that such orders can also help reduce re-offending rates by the individuals 
involved.

While there is clearly scope for further improvement, overall this evidence is very positive. 
It means that more ex-offenders are turning their lives around, and fewer are going on to re-
offend, with all the negative consequences that brings for our communities.

I expect that future studies in this CSO series are likely to show a continuation of the down-
ward trend as, since 2015, a range of enhanced prisoner programmes aimed at reducing re-
offending behavior have been introduced by the Irish Prison Service and the Probation Ser-
vice. These include targeting offenders with high recidivism rates, in particular through the Joint 
Agency Response to Crime (JARC), a multi-agency approach to prolific offenders which pri-
oritises them for targeted interventions and supports to address their behaviour and thus reduce 
crime and victimisation in local communities.  Independent evaluations have found that the 
JARC pilots are helping to reduce both the frequency and severity of reoffending among their 
clients groups and indeed have helped many offenders to move away from criminality alto-
gether.

I am confident that interventions of this nature will assist in continuing the positive down-
ward trajectory in recidivism, as identified by the CSO’s most recent report.

International Protection

03/10/2019WRB0140036. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the prom-
ised independent inspectorate will be established further to the recent release of the national 
standards for accommodation offered to persons in the protection process; the make-up of the 
inspectorate; if it will be empowered to make unannounced inspections of accommodation cen-
tres; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39978/19]
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03/10/2019WRB01500Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
On 15 August, the National Standards for accommodation offered to people in the protection 
process were published by my Department.  The Standards were prepared by a Standards Advi-
sory Group, established in 2017 and comprising officials from my Department, the Department 
of Children and Youth Affairs and the HSE National Office for Social Inclusion as well as rep-
resentatives from AkiDwA, Children’s Rights Alliance, the Core Group of Asylum Seekers and 
Refugees, the Jesuit Refugee Service, SPIRASI,  and the UNHCR.  The standards will come 
into force in January 2021.

The standards address a range of themes including accommodation provided for those peo-
ple seeking the protection of the State, food and catering, individual, community and family 
life, health and wellbeing, governance and meeting the special reception needs of applicants.  
They therefore build on the work done in the 2015 McMahon Report and meet the requirements 
of the Recast Reception Directive.

The policy on how the new inspection process will operate, in accordance with the  stan-
dards, has yet to be finalised.  However, I would anticipate that this will be decided in the short 
term in order that the new inspection regime can be put in place prior to the introduction of the 
standards in January 2021.  As such, the determination of who will undertake the inspection 
process and whether unannounced inspections will be incorporated has yet to be fully decided.

I am committed to developing a robust independent inspection process to monitor and en-
sure compliance with the standards following their implementation.  I would note, however, 
that at present all accommodation centres are subject to regular unannounced inspections by 
both staff of my Department’s Immigration Service and an independent inspector and that the 
current procurement process in respect of direct provision accommodation was designed with a 
view to ensuring that all direct provision accommodation will adhere to the National Standards.

Probation and Welfare Service

03/10/2019WRB0160037. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
community service supervisor vacancies; the length of time the positions have been vacant; the 
location of the vacancies; the reason such positions are vacant; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40124/19]

03/10/2019WRB01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
the Probation Service is the lead agency in the assessment and management of offenders in our 
communities. It has a national remit with services delivered locally by staff located across the 
country. 

The Probation Service notes that vacancies in community service can arise from time to 
time due to retirements. I am informed by the Probation Service that it attempts to fill these 
retirement vacancies as they arise. 

I am further informed by the Probation Service that it has in recent years been responding 
to increased needs in relation to community service associated with changes in legislation, in 
particular the Fines Payment and Recovery Act 2014, and increases in some areas of referrals 
from Courts and the Community Return Programme.  The Probation Service indicates that this 
increase in demand has been addressed in a number of ways, including by offering additional 
days of work to existing part time staff.  

I can confirm however that the Probation Service was given sanction in 2018 (over a two 
year period) to recruit additional community service supervisors, to meet demands anticipated 
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from operation of the Fines, Payment and Recovery Act 2014. 

I have requested the Probation Service to provide confirmation of the total current number 
of vacancies for community service supervisors and I will write directly to the Deputy when I 
receive that information. 

I would note that the Probation Service currently employs 52 Community Service Supervi-
sors nationwide.  Additional staff have been recruited on a rolling basis.  A number of public 
competitions have been held in 2019 to recruit for key locations nationwide. I am informed 
that some successful candidates have completed the recruitment process and have taken up 
their new positions; while others are expected in the coming weeks.  I will write directly to the 
Deputy when I receive additional information on the matter raised.

Garda Operations

03/10/2019WRB0180038. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regard-
ing passport checks taking place on the Border at Garda checkpoints and on public transport; 
the rationale for this activity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40129/19]

03/10/2019WRB01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for managing and controlling the administra-
tion and business of An Garda Síochána. Further, the allocation of Garda resources is a matter 
for the Commissioner, in light of identified operational demands. 

As the Deputy may be aware, the Garda National Immigration Bureau is a national unit 
which supports the immigration-related work of all the Garda Divisions across the country.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the Immigration Border Control Unit con-
ducts immigration checks along the border including on public service vehicles travelling from 
Northern Ireland and that these checks include inspection of the Enterprise train. I am further 
informed that these checks have been conducted for a number of years in order to identify and 
prevent persons from illegally entering the jurisdiction. 

I am further informed that all members of the Immigration Border Control Unit have been 
provided with training on the Code of Ethics for An Garda Síochána, which sets out the stan-
dards and conduct expected of each member.   

Such checks are fully compatible with the Good Friday Agreement and Common Travel 
Area arrangements.

03/10/2019WRB01950Ministerial Priorities

03/10/2019WRB0200039. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his priorities for 
budget 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39990/19]

03/10/2019WRB02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Engagement with the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform is currently ongoing in relation the Estimates 
for 2020 in respect of the Justice Vote Group and information in relation to these matters will 
be published on Budget Day.

03/10/2019WRB02150Asylum Seeker Accommodation



3 October 2019

25

03/10/2019WRB0220040. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
asylum seekers being housed in emergency accommodation; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39988/19]

03/10/2019WRB02300Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
My Department is responsible for offering accommodation and related services to international 
protection applicants while their claim for protection is being examined. These services are 
demand led and generally it is difficult to predict demand far in advance. Due to an unexpected 
rise in applications (figures are up 53% in the first nine months of this year), existing Direct 
Provision Centres, which offer accommodation, food, utilities and a suite of State services, have 
reached capacity.

There are on-going tendering processes for new accommodation centres. Pending the open-
ing of such new centres, and to ensure that we continue to provide accommodation for all ap-
plicants who require it, the International Protection Accommodation Services (IPAS, formerly 
the Reception and Integration Agency) has been accommodating applicants in emergency ac-
commodation in hotels and guest houses.

I am advised that as of 26 September 2019, there are 1,389 applicants residing in 34 emer-
gency accommodation locations around the country. My Department does not disclose the spe-
cific location of emergency accommodation centres in order to protect the identity of interna-
tional protection applicants.

It is important to note that there is no obligation on any applicant to accept the offer of ac-
commodation. Applicants may source their own private accommodation or choose to stay with 
friends or family. 

Every effort is being made to re-accommodate applicants in emergency locations to a dedi-
cated accommodation centre as quickly as possible. My Department is actively working on se-
curing additional capacity, both in existing centres and through sourcing new centres. IPAS has 
sought expressions of interest from parties who would be interested in providing accommoda-
tion and related services to people in the international protection process and has also launched 
a nationwide, regional tendering process to source new accommodation centres.

03/10/2019WRC00200Civil Defence

03/10/2019WRC0030041. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the policy for 
equipment disposal within the Civil Defence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40213/19]

03/10/2019WRC00400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Civil Defence 
policy is set by me as Minister with Responsibility for Defence through the Civil Defence 
Branch of my Department. Civil Defence services are administered by Civil Defence Officers 
who are Local Authority employees. 

One of the roles of my Department is to provide up to a maximum of 70% grant aid towards 
the cost of providing Civil Defence services in each Local Authority. The funding contributes 
towards the cost of employing a Civil Defence Officer as well as procuring Civil Defence 
equipment such as vehicles, boats and first aid equipment. My Department also centrally pro-
cures equipment including Vehicles, Drones, Uniforms and Personal Protective Equipment. 

Local Authorities have responsibility for the day to day operation of Civil Defence within 
their respective areas. In that context, most Civil Defence assets, for example Vehicles, boats, 
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and drones are held in individual Local Authorities.  

The policy in relation to equipment disposal is as follows;  

In the case of Civil Defence vehicles no longer required, they are disposed of either through 

(a) a local authority or Department of Defence arranged disposal auction, or 

(b) by way of part exchange through a registered Motor Dealer.

Where the vehicle is no longer roadworthy, it must be scrapped through an authorized scrap-
page treatment facility. 

In the case of boats, local authorities notify my Department if a boat is considered to be be-
yond further use. My Department then makes appropriate arrangements for de-commissioning 
and appropriate disposal of the boat and any ancillary equipment.

The situation in relation to uniforms and personal protective equipment is currently being 
considered by my officials.

03/10/2019WRC00500Ministerial Transport

03/10/2019WRC0060042. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of times 
the Government jet has landed and taken off from each airport here since 2011 to date; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40234/19]

03/10/2019WRC00700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I take it the Dep-
uty is referring to the use of the Government Jet for the Ministerial Air Transport Service. 
Information in relation to Ministerial Air Transport is available publically via a link entitled 
Ministerial Air Transport Service (MATS) on the Department of Defence homepage at www.
defence.ie. This information is updated on a monthly basis.

Separately, the Deputy might note that, apart from MATS flights, operational outputs of the 
Government Jet can also include Aid to Civil Authority or Aid to the Civil Power tasks. The 
Air Corps also conducts training using the Government Jet. The Deputy will appreciate that, for 
security reasons, it would not be appropriate to itemise the details of these flights.

03/10/2019WRC00800Defence Forces Strength

03/10/2019WRC0090043. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the strength of 
the Permanent Defence Forces; the breakdown by rank across the three services; the gender 
breakdown of same in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40474/19]

03/10/2019WRC0100045. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
additional recruits the Permanent Defence Forces have taken on to date in 2019 with regard to 
all three services; the gender breakdown of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40476/19]

03/10/2019WRC01100Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 43 and 45 together.

The following table illustrates the strength of the Permanent Defence Force, by service and 
by gender, and the number of new recruits, in total and by gender, as at 31st August 2019: -
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 Branch  Army  Air Corps  Naval Service  Total
 Strength (WTE)  6,979  705  969 8,653 
 Strength female  482  31  66 579 
Recruits in-
ducted

 184 n/a  76  260

Females in-
ducted

 11 n/a  2  13

 

While inductions take place at various stages throughout the year, there is normally an ac-
celerated intake of personnel in the last quarter. The Defence Forces continues to implement its 
recruitment plan throughout 2019, targeting General Service Recruits, Cadets and specialists 
for the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service.

03/10/2019WRC01200Defence Forces Reserve Strength

03/10/2019WRC0130044. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the strength of 
the Reserve Defence Forces with regard to all three services and all ranks; the gender break-
down of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40475/19]

03/10/2019WRC01400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Reserve 
Defence Force (RDF) is comprised of the First Line Reserve, the Army Reserve (AR) and the 
Naval Service Reserve (NSR).  The Government appreciates the service of the Reserve Defence 
Force and recognises its importance in contributing to Ireland’s defence capability.  The White 
Paper on Defence is clear that there is a continued requirement to retain and develop the RDF 
and it is currently on a development oath arising from recommendations of the White Paper. 

The strength of the Reserve Defence Force, as of 31 August 2019, is set out in the following 
table:

Service  Total Effective Personnel Total Females 
 Army Reserve  1550 199 
 Naval Reserve  148 22 
 First Line Reserve  297 Not available 

In order to facilitate the voluntary nature of reserve service and to maximise attendance 
of Army Reserve (AR) and Naval Service Reserve (NSR) personnel, training continues to be 
organised both in and out of normal working hours, at weekends and during academic and tra-
ditional holiday periods.

Within the budget of €2.15m allocated to the Reserve, seven days annual paid training is 
provided for in respect of each effective member of the AR and NSR.  The budget also provides 
for fourteen days paid training for all additional personnel recruited to the AR and NSR in 
2019 along with career and specialist courses for selected members of the Reserve in line with 
Reserve priorities. This provision is sufficient having regard to the existing strength of the RDF 
and the voluntary nature of Reserve training. 

I am satisfied that members of the Amy Reserve and Naval Service Reserve are afforded the 
opportunity to avail of training and update their skills on an ongoing basis.
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  Question No. 45 answered with Question No. 43.

03/10/2019WRC01600Defence Forces Reserve Strength

03/10/2019WRC0170046. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number 
of additional recruits the Reserve Defence Forces have taken on to date in 2019 with regard 
to all services; the gender breakdown of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40477/19]

03/10/2019WRC01800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I mam advised 
by the military authorities that as of 31 August 2019, 88 new members have been inducted into 
the Reserve Defence Force (RDF), broken down as follows:

 -  Total number inducted  Number of females inducted
Army Reserve  71  5
Naval Service Reserve  17  2
The Government remains committed to on-going recruitment in the RDF. There is currently 

a competition open to the public for both the Army Reserve (AR) and Naval Service Reserve 
(NSR). The competition will remain open to applicants until midnight on 20 October 2019.

03/10/2019WRC01900Defence Forces Operations

03/10/2019WRC0200047. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
suspect devices that the Army disposal unit has dealt with to date in 2019, by county, in tabular 
form. [40478/19]

03/10/2019WRC02100Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Department 
of Justice and Equality and An Garda Síochána have primary responsibility for the internal 
security of the State. Among the roles assigned to the Defence Forces in the White Paper on 
Defence is the provision of Aid to the Civil Power which, in practice, means to assist An Garda 
Síochána when requested to do so. 

The Defence Forces Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) teams respond when a request for 
assistance is made by An Garda Síochána in dealing with a suspect device. The number of EOD 
callouts, which include viable devices, hoaxes, false alarms, post-blast analysis and the removal 
of unstable chemicals in laboratories dealt with up to the 1st of October 2019, by county, are set 
out in the following tabular statement:

 COUNTY Number of Callout to Suspect Devices 
CAVAN  1
CLARE  3
CORK  5
DONEGAL  1
DUBLIN  25
GALWAY  3
KERRY  2
KILDARE  2
KILKENNY  1
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 COUNTY Number of Callout to Suspect Devices 
LIMERICK  2
LAOIS  3
LONGFORD  1
LOUTH  6
MAYO  3
MEATH  1
OFFALY  1
ROSCOMMON  4
TIPPERARY  1
WATERFORD  1
WESTMEATH  2
WICKLOW  6
TOTAL  74

03/10/2019WRC02200Naval Service Data

03/10/2019WRC0230048. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
days spent at sea by members of the Naval Service Reserve to date in 2019. [40479/19]

03/10/2019WRC02400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I am informed by 
the military authorities that members of the Naval Service Reserve have completed 93 days at 
sea to-date in 2019. 

03/10/2019WRC02500Departmental Communications

03/10/2019WRC0260049. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if travel advice or a travel warning was issued to Irish citizens for a part of Spain which has been 
devastated by severe flooding (details supplied); if his attention has been drawn to the require-
ment for such advice or warning in order for persons that had to cancel travel plans to affected 
areas to recoup refunds or for cancelled travel to be covered by insurance; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40217/19]

03/10/2019WRC02700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
Department regularly updates its travel advice for over 200 countries. We endeavour to provide 
up-to-date information to help citizens make informed decisions when they are planning a trip 
overseas and to offer an objective assessment of the risks they could face. 

Our Embassy in Madrid posted a message on Twitter on 13 September, advising that a num-
ber of roads in the Murcia and Valencia regions were closed due to heavy rain and storms. The 
message advised citizens to follow the advice of local authorities, who were urging people not 
to drive unless strictly necessary, and provided a link to information on further weather warn-
ings. 

The travel advice was reviewed and, on 16 September, the Department’s website was up-
dated to note that parts of Spain had been affected by flooding and heavy rains, in particular Va-
lencia, Alicante, Murcia and parts of the Balearic Islands, and that citizens in those areas should 
exercise caution and follow the advice of local authorities. The advice advised citizens to look 
at Spain’s State Meteorological Agency, AEMET, for any further information.
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03/10/2019WRC02800Consumer Protection

03/10/2019WRC0290050. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if dual pricing by the insur-
ance industry is permitted under consumer protection legislation; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40458/19]

03/10/2019WRC0300066. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his views on dual pricing in 
the insurance industry by which new customers are priced differently to existing customers; the 
number of insurance companies that undertake this practice; if such a practice is prohibited in 
other jurisdictions; if his Department or the Central Bank has undertaken a review of the dual 
pricing system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40455/19]

03/10/2019WRC0310068. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if dual pricing by the insur-
ance industry is consistent with the consumer protection code; if he has considered asking the 
Central Bank to review the practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40457/19]

03/10/2019WRC03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 50, 
66 and 68 together.

The Central Bank has responsibility for consumer protection in the industry insurance under 
consumer protection legislation of general application in the form of the Consumer Protection 
Act 2007 and the Regulations that give effect to the Directive on unfair terms in consumer con-
tracts as well as under provisions specific to regulated financial services providers such as the 
Central Bank’s Consumer Protection Code. Any review of dual pricing by the insurance indus-
try would accordingly be for the Central Bank to undertake and questions about such a review 
should be addressed to the Minister for Finance.

03/10/2019WRC03300Banking Sector Data

03/10/2019WRC0340051. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance if he has met with senior 
executives of a bank (details supplied) recently; if he has meetings scheduled; if he has raised 
the issue of job losses with the bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40190/19]

03/10/2019WRC03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I met with Sir Howard Davies, Chair 
of the Royal Bank of Scotland (RBS), and Ms. Jane Howard, Chief Executive of its subsidiary, 
Ulster Bank on 18th July last.  This meeting was in line with the regular meetings that I have 
with the Chairs and Chief Executives of the retail banks operating in Ireland.

Similarly to other meetings with retail banks, the meeting involved a general discussion 
of the overall banking sector and matters related to the specific institution.  The issues discussed 
in this meeting included:

- An update on RBS’s business strategy; 

- An update on Ulster Bank’s business strategy and how it is working to provide the benefits 
of greater competition to Irish consumers; 

- The future retail banking landscape, for which I set out the Government’s objectives of 
greater competition and a more customer-centred focus; and

- Ongoing Brexit-related developments and the impact of uncertainty on investment deci-
sions in the UK. 

There was no discussion of potential job losses, which are commercial decisions for banks 
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and their boards.

At this time, I do not have a future meeting scheduled with the bank but as I have already 
stated, I would expect to meet them again as part of my regular meetings with all of the retail 
banks operating in Ireland.

03/10/2019WRC03600Tax Code

03/10/2019WRC0370052. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if a distinction is made 
across the various enterprise tax schemes such as EIIS, KEEP, and CGT entrepreneur relief for 
high risk and high potential innovation start-ups as opposed to more traditional asset backed 
enterprises; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40210/19]

03/10/2019WRC03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The tax system contains a number of 
measures designed to assist businesses at various stages, including business start-up reliefs, 
entrepreneur reliefs and incentives to assist businesses to undertake research and development 
activities.  Summary details of some of the main measures are set out below, and further infor-
mation is available on the Revenue website at www.revenue.ie.

CGT Entrepreneur Relief

Section 597AA of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 provides for a revised relief for en-
trepreneurs disposing of certain business assets, the Revised Capital Gains Tax Entrepreneur 
Relief. This relief provides for a rate of 10 per cent to be applied (since 1 January 2017) to 
chargeable gains arising on the disposal, by an individual, of qualifying business assets up to a 
lifetime limit of €1 million.   

The relief is available on the disposal of a wide range of qualifying businesses including 
high risk and potential innovation start-ups. It does not however make a distinction between 
start-ups and more traditional asset backed enterprises.   

Research and development tax credit

The R&D Tax Credit provides a 25% tax credit for all qualifying R&D expenditure. Where 
a company has already offset the credit against current and previous year CT claims, it may ap-
ply for a refundable credit in three instalments.  The credit is available to all companies carrying 
out qualifying research & development activities. 

The refundable nature of the R&D tax credit can be particularly attractive to start-up com-
panies in the early stages of trading as the credit can effectively part-fund the R&D activity and 
act as a valuable source of cash-flow. 

Deputies will be aware that I committed during debates on Finance Bill 2018 to consider 
amendments to the R&D tax credit to encourage uptake of the R&D credit by smaller compa-
nies, and this work is nearing completion.   

Knowledge Development Box

The Knowledge Development Box (KDB) that profits from certain qualifying assets that 
are earned by a company, chargeable to corporation tax in Ireland, can be taxed at 6.25%. This 
only applies to the extent that the assets relate to Research and Development undertaken by the 
company.   

The main purpose of the KDB is to encourage companies to develop certain types of intel-
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lectual property in Ireland and thereby engage in substantive operations that have a high value 
add for the Irish economy.   

The KDB (Certificate of Innovations) Act 2017 allows smaller companies to avail of the 
KDB by allowing SMEs to claim for assets which are “patentable but not yet patented”, and 
reintroduced substantive patent examination through the Irish Patents Office to ensure that Irish 
Patents can qualify for the KDB. This is available to companies with annual income from intel-
lectual property that is less than €7.5m and annual global turnover of €50m. However, the relief 
does not make a further distinction between SMEs and high-innovation start-ups, as referenced 
in the Deputy’s question.

03/10/2019WRC03900NAMA Property Construction

03/10/2019WRC0400053. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if a land locked site (de-
tails supplied) will be examined by NAMA with a view to enabling the necessary details and 
procedures to be progressed in order to facilitate housing development; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40241/19]

03/10/2019WRC04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will be aware that I, as 
Minister for Finance, have no role in respect of NAMA’s operations and decisions, or in proper-
ties securing its loans.

However, in this instance, I am advised by NAMA that it has never had involvement with 
the referenced site.

03/10/2019WRC04200VAT Rate Application

03/10/2019WRC0430054. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance his views on the restoration of the 
VAT rate to 9% to improve competitiveness in view of the fact this is the highest rate of VAT 
on tourist accommodation in the E.U; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40251/19]

03/10/2019WRC04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, it is a 
long-standing practice of the Minister for Finance not to comment, in advance of the Budget, 
on any tax matters that might be the subject of Budget decisions.

03/10/2019WRC04500VAT Exemptions

03/10/2019WRC0460055. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance his plans to ensure that the zero 
VAT rate on food supplements which is in the Irish legislation will continue; if the concession 
introduced in recent times not to have 23% VAT rate for food supplements be withdrawn in 
view of the fact that there was never a 23% VAT rate based on a freedom of information e-mail 
prepared by the VAT interpretation branch, indirect taxes division for the Revenue Commis-
sioners (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40279/19]

03/10/2019WRC04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, it is a 
long-standing practice of the Minister for Finance not to comment, in advance of the Budget, 
on any tax matters that might be the subject of Budget decisions.

03/10/2019WRC04800Central Bank of Ireland Enforcement Actions
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03/10/2019WRC0490056. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of instances in 
each year since 2013 in which the Central Bank brought summary prosecutions against entities 
or persons operating here without Central Bank authorisation; the number of those that ended 
in conviction; the fines and penalties imposed by the courts in each conviction; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40287/19]

03/10/2019WRC05000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Following the introduction of the Cen-
tral Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Act 2013 (the ‘2013 Act’), the Central Bank was 
provided with a range of enforcement tools to deal with the unauthorised provision of financial 
products or services (i.e. by an unauthorised entity).   

These tools include the power to publish warning notices in respect of all types of unautho-
rised activity and to bring an application for an Enforcement Order to the High Court against 
the unauthorised entity. Both of these tools are extremely effective in their own right and have 
been utilised successfully by the Central Bank to deal with unauthorised activity. As such, since 
2013 the Central Bank has used its enforcement powers under section 53 of the 2013 Act with 
166 warning notices published and listed on the Central Bank’s list of unauthorised firms. In 
addition, in one instance the Central Bank used its enforcement powers under section 52 of the 
2013 Act and obtained a High Court Enforcement Order against an unauthorised entity.   

I am informed that the Central Bank keeps the consideration of potential criminality by 
unauthorised entities under constant review. The Central Bank regularly reports to An Garda 
Siochana information that leads it to suspect that a criminal offence has been committed, in ac-
cordance with its statutory reporting obligations.   

I am informed that the Central Bank has found the enforcement tools provided in the 2013 
Act to be very effective for dealing with unauthorised entities and as such, the Bank has not 
brought a summary prosecution against an unauthorised entity in that time. However, in an ap-
propriate case, the Central Bank will consider the utilisation of its summary prosecution pow-
ers.

03/10/2019WRC05100Credit Unions

03/10/2019WRC0520057. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if credit unions will be per-
mitted to hold existing deposits and investments with non-EEA UK institutions in a no-deal 
Brexit scenario; if so, the contingencies put in place for credit unions in this position; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40301/19]

03/10/2019WRC05300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Bank has advised that the 
regulatory requirements for credit union investments are outlined in Part 5 of the Credit Union 
Act 1997 (Regulatory Requirement) Regulations 2016 (2016 Regulations). The 2016 Regula-
tions list the permitted classes of investments for credit unions which includes certain invest-
ments with credit institutions where ‘credit institution’ means a person authorised as such under 
the EU Capital Requirements Directive (CRD IV). Under the 2016 Regulations, credit unions 
may therefore hold investments in UK credit institutions. However, the 2016 Regulations re-
quire that a credit union ensures that any investments made remain in compliance. Post-Brexit, 
the UK will become a third country (non-EU) for the purposes of the CRD IV. Investments 
made by credit unions in some UK credit institutions may therefore no longer come within a 
permitted class of investment under the 2016 Regulations in the event of a no-deal Brexit.  

The Central Bank’s supervisory expectations with regard to Brexit planning is that credit 
unions regularly monitor and report any potential Brexit associated risks they identify, and 
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record these in their risk registers. Credit unions should consider the risks Brexit may pose to 
their credit union and in particular what risk mitigants may be appropriate for their own busi-
ness model and common bond. 

The Central Bank is in the process of assessing the potential non-compliance by credit 
unions with the 2016 Regulations in respect of investments in UK credit institutions in the event 
of a no-deal Brexit and whether any actions are required to address this potential issue. The 
Central Bank will communicate with credit unions in this regard, as necessary.

03/10/2019WRC05400Electric Vehicle Grants

03/10/2019WRC0550058. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full year cost 
of a 100% tax rebate or grant for the purchase of e-bikes (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40302/19]

03/10/2019WRC05600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Revenue estimate that expenditure on 
bicycles is approximately €62 million per annum including VAT. A breakdown between manual 
and electric is not available. Therefore the full year cost of grants covering all bicycles would be 
approximately €62 million. At the current rate of VAT at 23%, this would mean a grant equiva-
lent to a 100% VAT rebate would cost approximately €11.7 million. Neither figure factors-in 
changes to purchasing patterns.

03/10/2019WRC05700Brexit Data

03/10/2019WRC0580059. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of businesses 
that have applied for the key customs registration, the economic operators registration and iden-
tification number; the number of Irish businesses with such a registration now; the turnaround 
time for the Revenue Commissioners to process a registration application; the number of Irish 
businesses the Revenue Commissioners estimate will require such a registration in the course 
of their normal business after 31 October 2019 in the event of a disorderly Brexit; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40391/19]

03/10/2019WRC05900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that in 2019 
to date there have been 18,563 EORI registrations. Details of annual EORI registrations since 
2009 are available in the following Table 1. There has been a significant increase in registra-
tions since the start of the latest phase of Revenue’s Trader Engagement Programme which 
commenced in July of this year. Almost 5,000 businesses registered in August 2019 with an 
additional 5,767 in September. This brings the overall total of EORI registrations to 58,608.

Through analysis of VAT Information Exchanges system (VIES) returns, Revenue have 
identified some 102,000 businesses that traded with the UK in 2018 and the first half of 2019. 
Each of these businesses has been written to and was provided with suggestions regarding prac-
tical preparatory steps to take based on their trade pattern with the U.K. Additional follow up 
telephone contact is being made with businesses, approximately 44,000, that have the largest 
volumes of trade with the UK (greater than €5,000) and those that trade most frequently with 
the UK (at least quarterly). This additional engagement work by Revenue will be completed on 
4 October.

90% by value of the import trade with the UK in 2018 was carried out by businesses who 
now have an EORI number. 97% by value of the export trade was carried out by businesses 
who now have an EORI number. This indicates that businesses that are going to be significantly 
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impacted by Brexit are responding to the call to be prepared.

Revenue have advised me that registering for an EORI number is a simple process and once 
a business is registered with the Revenue Online Service (ROS) the turnaround registration for 
an EORI number is approximately 3 minutes. 

I commend  Revenue on the intensified Brexit engagement with businesses and I strongly 
urge all businesses that have received a Brexit preparedness letter from Revenue to take note of 
its advice to register for an EORI number and ensure that they or their agent have the facility 
and capacity to lodge a Customs Declaration by 31 October.   

Table 1   EORI REGISTRATIONS

YEAR YEAR TOTAL
2009-2015 31,573
2016 2,902
2017 2,594
2018 2,976
2019 (to date) 18,563
TOTAL 58,608

03/10/2019WRC06000Tax Yield

03/10/2019WRC0610060. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of corporation 
tax collected in each year since 2010; the percentage of total tax take accounted for by corpora-
tion tax receipts in each year since 2010, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40392/19]

03/10/2019WRC0620061. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his plans to review the sus-
tainability of corporation tax receipts; his plans to reduce the dependence of Ireland on corpora-
tion tax receipts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40393/19]

03/10/2019WRC06300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 60 
and 61 together.

The information that the Deputy has requested in respect of corporation tax receipts and 
their percentage of the total tax date, since 2010, is provided below in tabular form. 

Year CT (€ millions) As a % of Total Tax Take 
2010 3,924 12.4
2011 3,520 10.3
2012 4,216 11.5
2013 4,270 11.3
2014 4,614 11.2
2015 6,872 15.1
2016 7,351 15.4
2017 8,201 16.2
2018 10,400 18.7

The Deputy will be aware that the years 2009 and 2010 represented the lowest points in the 
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collection of corporation tax during the fiscal crisis.  The pre-crisis peak by value collected was 
c.€6.7 billion in 2006, and corporation tax represented 16% of total net tax receipts in 2003.

I acknowledge that Corporation tax (CT) receipts, amounting to almost 19% of tax receipts 
in 2018, represent a sizable element of our overall Exchequer tax receipts. However, it should 
be noted that by way of context that combined income tax and VAT account for about two thirds 
of our overall receipts. Corporation tax receipts are performing strongly, driven by increased 
company profitability. 

I have asked my officials to look at potential policy options to mitigate against the risk of an 
over-reliance on corporation tax, to ensure the sustainability of the public finances, and work is 
ongoing in this regard.

Actions taken by the Government to mitigate the risks associated with the potential volatil-
ity of corporation tax revenues include:

- The creation and funding of the rainy day fund.

- Prioritising reduction of debt.

- Running an Exchequer surplus in 2018.

- Continuing to broaden the tax base, through measures such as the restoration of 13.5% 
VAT for the hospitality sector and introduction of sugar-sweetened drinks tax.

03/10/2019WRD00300Corporation Tax Regime

03/10/2019WRD0040062. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated impact on cor-
poration tax receipts of the full implementation of BEPS 2 over the years ahead; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40395/19]

03/10/2019WRD00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The OECD work on addressing the tax 
challenge of digitalisation, which has been referred to as the BEPS 2 project, is ongoing.  A 
Programme of Work was published early this year and the intention is to find consensus for a 
broad approach during 2020.  Further work would then be required to implement any agreement 
that is reached both domestically and multilaterally.  

At this early stage it is not possible to estimate the potential impact on corporation tax receipts 
of the implementation of any outcome which may eventually be agreed at the OECD.  Techni-
cal working parties at the OECD are examining the issues in detail and no decisions have yet 
been made.  Work on estimating any potential impact is underway at both OECD level and 
domestically. Currently however therefore there is insufficient clarity to properly assess the 
potential impact on tax revenues of any of the proposals under discussion at the OECD.   Ulti-
mately the impact on corporation tax receipts will depend on the detail of whatever is actually 
agreed globally.  

03/10/2019WRD00600Trade Data

03/10/2019WRD0070063. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the level of trade in both 
directions with the United Kingdom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40397/19]

03/10/2019WRD00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Statistics Office’s (CSO) 
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statistical releases on external trade show that in 2018 Ireland exported €16.1 billion worth of 
goods to the UK, and imported €20.0 billion worth of goods from the UK. This represents 11 
per cent of total goods  exports and 22 per cent of total  goods imports. 

In 2017, the latest year for which goods and services data are available, 14 per cent of our 
goods and services imports (€35.4 billion) came from the UK, compared to 15 per cent (€42.5 
billion) of our goods and services exports destined for the UK. 

The UK is one of Ireland’s most important trading partners. Maintaining the closest pos-
sible trading relationship between the EU and the UK is therefore one of the Government’s key 
Brexit priorities.

The Government will continue to work to improve the business environment – to make it 
more competitive, to assist exporters to diversify markets, and to provide better infrastructure. 

Longer-term, we need to mitigate against the potential of regulatory divergence between the 
UK and EU standards given its potential impact on trade and investment and the competitive-
ness of our businesses. We will therefore be working to minimise this impact and to ensure a 
level playing field.

03/10/2019WRD00900Help-To-Buy Scheme Data

03/10/2019WRD0100064. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the annual cost of the help-
to-buy scheme in each year since its establishment; the number of persons that availed of the 
scheme in each year; the number that were first-time buyers; the number that were self builds; 
the average house price that was purchased using the scheme in each year in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40451/19]

03/10/2019WRD01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The cost of the Help to Buy incentive in 
each year, over the period 19 July 2016 to end August 2019, (the most recent month for which 
data are available) is as follows: 

Year Cost (€M)
2019* 64.3
2018 73.2
2017 50.2
2016 18.7
*To end August 2019

The number of claims made for HTB in each year is outlined in the table below.  It should 
be noted that a claim is made in respect of a property and may relate to one or more individu-
als.  Under the legislation, a claimant must be a ‘first-time purchaser’ (i.e. a person who has not, 
either individually or jointly with any other person, previously purchased or previously built, 
directly or indirectly, on his or her own behalf a dwelling). As such, all claims in the following 
table relate to first-time buyers.

Year Number of claims
2019* 4,165
2018 4,966
2017/2016** 4,824
*To end August 2019



Questions - Written Answers

38

**As the scheme was backdated to July 2016, this data represents claims made in 2017 and 
retrospective claims relating to 2016 which were made in 2017

Revenue advise me that, out of the total of 14,722 claims for HTB which have been made 
to end August 2019, 3,164 relate to self-build properties. 

Finally, the average purchase price per year associated with HTB claims is set out in the 
following table. 

Year  Claim Started Average   Purchase Price (€)
2017 304,100
2018 316,800
2019   (to end September) 327,700
 

03/10/2019WRD01200Tax Reliefs Data

03/10/2019WRD0130065. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons that 
availed of the capital gains tax entrepreneurs relief in each year since it was established; the cost 
in each of those years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40454/19]

03/10/2019WRD01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It is assumed the Deputy is referring 
to Capital Gains Tax (CGT) Entrepreneurial Relief provided for in section 597AA of the Taxes 
Consolidation Act 1997. Statistics on the numbers availing of the Relief, and the cost to the Ex-
chequer, are available at link https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/
statistics/tax-expenditures/entrepreneur-relief-statistics.aspx. The most recent year for which 
data are presently available is 2017 with a cost of €81.8 million covering 875 tax units. 

In general, consideration of any changes to the tax system in advance of Budget 2020 are 
undertaken within the annual Budgetary and Finance Bill process. The Deputy will therefore 
appreciate that it is not appropriate for me to comment on the matter at this time.

  Question No. 66 answered with Question No. 50.

03/10/2019WRD01600Insurance Industry Regulation

03/10/2019WRD0170067. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the principal legislation 
dealing with the regulation of the insurance industry by the Central Bank from both a macro 
prudential role and a consumer protection role; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40456/19]

03/10/2019WRD01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Solvency II Directive is the prin-
cipal piece of legislation dealing with the regulation of the insurance industry in the European 
Union, and applies to almost all insurers and reinsurers. It has both a prudential and a consumer 
protection dimension to it. It was transposed into Irish law as the European Union (Insurance 
and Reinsurance) Regulations 2015 (S.I. 485 of 2015) and the legislation entered into force on 
1 January 2016.

As stated in the recitals for the Directive, “the protection of policy holders presupposes 
that insurance and reinsurance undertakings are subject to effective solvency requirements that 
result in an efficient allocation of capital across the European Union”. Furthermore, “the main 
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objective of insurance and reinsurance regulation and supervision is the adequate protection 
of policy holders and beneficiaries. … Financial stability and fair and stable markets are other 
objectives of insurance and reinsurance regulation and supervision which should also be taken 
into account but should not undermine the main objective.” 

The Solvency II framework sets out strengthened requirements around capital, governance 
and risk management in all EU authorised (re)insurance undertakings. It also introduces in-
creased regulatory reporting requirements and public disclosure requirements. The new re-
quirements are intended to reduce the likelihood of an insurer failing and therefore is designed 
to provide policyholders with increased protection.

In addition to Solvency II, Section 117 of the Central Bank Act 1989 provides that the Cen-
tral Bank may produce a Consumer Protection Code for institutions that it licences, after con-
sultation with the Minister for Finance. As the Deputy is aware, the provisions of this Code are 
binding on regulated entities and must, at all times, be complied with when providing financial 
services.

  Question No. 68 answered with Question No. 50.

03/10/2019WRD02000Tax Data

03/10/2019WRD0210069. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons that 
availed of the KEEP scheme in each year since its establishment; the cost in each year; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40459/19]

03/10/2019WRD02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that compa-
nies granted qualifying share options to 87 key employees under the Key Employee Engage-
ment Programme during 2018 (the first year of the scheme). Generally, a key employee must 
hold the option for 12 months prior to exercise and may exercise it at any time up to 10 years 
after the date of grant. Therefore, 2019 is the earliest year in which individuals may exercise 
their options to acquire shares in the qualifying companies. Returns for 2019 will not be filed 
with Revenue until 2020.  As no information has been returned to-date in respect of the exercise 
of KEEP options, it is not possible to estimate the associated tax cost. 

03/10/2019WRD02300Employment and Investment Incentive Scheme Data

03/10/2019WRD0240070. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons that 
availed of the EIIS scheme in each year since its establishment; the cost in each year; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40460/19]

03/10/2019WRD02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the num-
ber of investors who availed of the Employment and Investment Incentive (EII) Scheme, and 
its cost to the Exchequer in each year, can be found on page 5 of the EII statistics report on 
Revenue’s webpage at link: https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/
statistics/tax-expenditures/eii.aspx.

 The following table sets out the information in tabular form for each year to 2017 (the most 
recent years for which statistics are available).
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Year  Investors  Estimated Tax Cost 
(1st tranche) €m 

Estimated Tax Cost 
(2nd tranche) €m

2011/2012  1,423 15.7 3.2
2013 1,621 17.3 2.9
2014 1,731 23.3 2
2015 1,979 28  
2016 2,260 31  
2017 1,538 18.6  
 

03/10/2019WRD02600Knowledge Development Box

03/10/2019WRD0270071. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons that 
availed of the knowledge development box scheme in each year since its establishment; the cost 
in each year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40461/19]

03/10/2019WRD0280072. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of SMEs that 
have availed of the research and development tax credit in each year since its establishment; the 
cost in each year of SMEs availing of the credit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40462/19]

03/10/2019WRD02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 71 
and 72 together.

I am advised by Revenue that the most recent data on the annual cost and the number of 
claimants of the Knowledge Development Box (KDB) for the years 2016 and 2017 are pub-
lished on page 18 of Revenue’s paper on 2018 Corporation Tax payments and 2017 Corporation 
Tax returns. This information is available at www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/research/
ct-analysis-2019.pdf.

In this regard, the Deputy may be aware that a claimant company has a period of up to 24 
months to make a claim for KDB relief. Therefore, more claims in respect of the year ended 31 
December 2017 may be made by September 2019. Final annual cost and claimant figures for 
2017 will be made available in 2020.

I am further advised that, due to the small number of KDB claims and Revenue’s obligation 
to protect the confidentiality of taxpayer data, it is not possible to provide information in respect 
of the size of the firms availing of the relief.

The annual cost of the Research and Development (R&D) tax credit and the number of com-
panies that availed of it for years up to 2017, the most recent year for which data is available, is 
published on the Revenue website at the following link: https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/
information-about-revenue/statistics/tax-expenditures/r-and-d-tax-credits.aspx  .

The available information in respect of multinational and SME companies is split between 
companies administered by Revenue’s Large Corporates Division (LCD) and non-LCD com-
panies. Most of the companies administered by LCD are multinational companies. Also shown 
is the distribution of the R&D claims by the number of employees of the claimant companies.

03/10/2019WRD03100Motor Insurance Costs
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03/10/2019WRD0320073. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the rank of Ireland in the EU 
in terms of the level of motor insurance costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40481/19]

03/10/2019WRD03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset, it is important to note that 
as Minister for Finance, I am responsible for the development of the legal framework governing 
financial regulation and my Department does not collect the type of information being sought 
by the Deputy.

It is very difficult to compare insurance costs across Europe due to differences in legal and 
regulatory systems in each member state. Nonetheless, to try and be as helpful to the Deputy as 
possible, Insurance Europe, the European (re)insurance federation, produces reports on an on-
going basis regarding the insurance industry across Europe. For example, the European Insur-
ance in Figures (2017 data) and the European Motor Insurance Markets, both published in early 
2019, contain some useful comparative information in respect of insurance costs up to 2017. 
The European Insurance — Key Facts report published in October 2018, graphs the average 
premium level across European countries for a variety of insurance products for the year 2017. 
The varying levels of premiums across Europe are accounted for by a wide range of regulatory, 
risk and economic factors which differ across European jurisdictions.

In relation to insurance costs, it was noted by the Personal Injuries Commission in their re-
ports that it was not possible to have meaningful comparisons to the European data (excluding 
the UK) regarding award levels (which are a key driver for insurance costs) as this information 
was not provided to them or available at a sufficiently granular level. However, I acknowledge 
that both insurance costs and award levels for personal injuries in Ireland are much higher than 
in our European counterparts. This is why the work of the Cost of Insurance Working Group 
(CIWG) is so important.

The CIWG, which was established in July 2016, and which produced two reports, is con-
tinuing to work to implement the recommendations of the Cost of Motor Insurance Report and 
the Cost of Employer and Public Liability Insurance Report.  Its most recent Progress Update, 
the Ninth, was published in July 2019 and shows that the vast majority of recommendations and 
actions due by Q2 2019 have been completed.

I believe that these reforms are having a significant impact with regard to private motor 
insurance (CSO figures from August 2019 show that the price of motor insurance is now 24% 
lower than the July 2016 peak).  The Government is determined to keep working to ensure that 
these positive pricing trends continue and can be extended to other forms of insurance.

03/10/2019WRD03400Property Tax

03/10/2019WRD0350074. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to an anomaly by which if a self-employed person that files an income tax return and has not 
paid their local property tax, the Revenue Commissioners apply a 10% penalty to their total 
tax liability (details supplied); if he will make appropriate adjustments to the legislation in this 
regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40487/19]

03/10/2019WRD03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that, similar 
to the position that applies in the case of other taxes and duties, penalties can be imposed for 
various offences relating to local property tax (LPT), such as failure to submit a return or other 
documentation or the provision of false information. Thus, all taxpayers who fail to submit an 
LPT return, or who submit an incorrect LPT return, are liable to a penalty of the amount of the 
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LPT that would be payable with a correct return, subject to a maximum penalty of €3,000.

In the normal course of events, a self-employed person is penalised for the late submission 
(or non-submission) of an income tax return by the imposition of a surcharge on his or her in-
come tax liability. However, a self-employed person who has submitted his or her income tax 
return on time can also be liable to an income tax surcharge in respect of the late submission of 
his or her LPT return or the failure to pay LPT.  Where such a person has not submitted his or 
her LPT return by the time that he or she submits an income tax return, the income tax liability 
is increased by 10% up to a maximum increase of €63,485.  However, where the LPT return 
is subsequently submitted and the associated LPT liability is paid, the income tax surcharge is 
capped at the amount of the LPT liability.

Unlike self-employed taxpayers, PAYE taxpayers are not generally required to submit an 
annual income tax return. Therefore, it is not possible to impose a similar type surcharge on 
PAYE taxpayers for failure to submit an LPT return on time. While PAYE taxpayers and self-
employed taxpayers are treated the same in terms of the amount of their LPT liability, the same 
treatment is not necessary, and not always possible, in relation to how Revenue addresses non-
compliance by such taxpayers.  Revenue’s compliance actions are tailored according to the 
type of taxpayer involved and the most effective way to ensure compliance. This is illustrated 
by the use of the facility to enforce the collection of LPT liabilities from PAYE taxpayers 
through mandatory deduction at source from a PAYE taxpayer’s salary or pension.  As such an 
enforcement option can apply in the case of PAYE taxpayers, it is considered that linking non-
compliance with LPT by self-employed persons with a surcharge on their income tax liabilities 
is both fair and proportionate.  

Given the relatively low level of LPT liability for most property owners, the application of 
a 10% surcharge on a self-employed person’s LPT liability alone would be unlikely to act as an 
effective deterrent to non-compliance.  As I have already stated, having incurred a surcharge, 
a self-employed person has the opportunity to cap the surcharge at the amount of the LPT li-
ability due by submitting an LPT return and/or paying the LPT liability.  Compliance is not just 
about ensuring the submission of returns and the payment of outstanding tax liabilities; there 
is also a timing aspect to compliance.  Returns must be submitted and payments must be made 
by specified dates.  It is considered that reducing a surcharge or penalty to nil following the late 
submission of returns or payments would serve only to incentivise such late submission. 

Finally, it should be noted that the vast majority of property owners pay their LPT on time. 
There is no reason for property owners to put themselves in a position where they become liable 
to a penalty or surcharge.  If an individual has particular financial circumstances which cause 
difficulties in meeting his or her LPT liability, he or she may be entitled to a deferral of the tax 
or may avail of one of a number of payment methods to discharge the liability evenly over the 
course of the year. 

03/10/2019WRD03700Office of Public Works

03/10/2019WRD0380075. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if a 
company (details supplied) continues to be contracted to the OPW in respect of general main-
tenance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40383/19]

03/10/2019WRD03900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): Dublin Premier Carpentry Ltd T/A Dublin Carpentry and Construction Ltd 
submitted an application form on the 11th February 2019, for inclusion on the OPW list of ap-
proved Building Contractors for tendering on up-coming building projects, fit outs and refur-
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bishment work.  This application was approved on the 30th April 2019 for the Dublin North, 
Dublin South, North East and South East regional lists for works up to €100K.  This list works 
on a rotational basis and Dublin Premier Carpentry Ltd T/A Dublin Carpentry and Construction 
Ltd have not yet been invited to tender.  There is no contractual commitment in this arrange-
ment.

03/10/2019WRD04000Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme Funding

03/10/2019WRD0410076. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will address the case of a person (details supplied) regarding flooding; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40242/19]

03/10/2019WRD04200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I am advised that local flooding issues are a matter, in the first instance, for 
each Local Authority to investigate and address. Kerry County Council may carry out flood 
mitigation works using its own resources or apply for funding under the OPW Minor Flood 
Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme.  The purpose of this scheme is to provide 
funding to Local Authorities to undertake minor flood mitigation works or studies to address 
localised fluvial flooding and coastal protection problems within their administrative areas. The 
scheme generally applies where a solution can be readily identified and achieved in a short time 
frame. Works funded under the scheme are then carried out under Local Authority powers and 
ongoing maintenance of the completed works is the responsibility of the Council. 

Under the scheme, applications are considered for projects that are estimated to cost not 
more than €750,000 in each instance. Funding of up to 90% of the cost is available for approved 
projects.  Applications are assessed by the OPW having regard to the specific economic, social 
and environmental criteria of the scheme, including a cost benefit ratio and having regard to 
the availability of funding for flood risk management. Full details of this scheme are available 
on   www.opw.ie

No application has been received for the location mentioned by the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRD04300Public Spending Code

03/10/2019WRD0440077. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
the revised public spending code will be issued; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40390/19]

03/10/2019WRD04500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As part of the 
ongoing reform of Ireland’s public investment management systems, the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform is updating the Public Spending Code.  The purpose of this update 
is to strengthen the existing guidance to better align with the realities of project delivery and 
with a particular focus on improved appraisal, cost estimation and management.  The Office of 
Government Procurement is also conducting a review of construction procurement which will 
align with the updated Public Spending Code.

The updated Public Spending Code includes the following reforms:

- Strengthened and harmonised capital appraisal guidance;

- Greater clarity on governance  and roles and responsibilities;  
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- New mechanisms to improve the accuracy of cost estimates;

- Improved project life cycle to better reflect the realities of project delivery; and

- Increased transparency through publication of business cases and evaluation reports.  

The revised central elements of the Public Spending Code relating to the appraisal and man-
agement of public capital projects will be published this Autumn. Further technical guidance 
building upon these central elements will follow later in 2019 and in 2020.

03/10/2019WRD04600Departmental Expenditure

03/10/2019WRD0470078. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
supplementary estimates that have been introduced by Department vote in each year since 2000, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40398/19]

03/10/2019WRD04800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Due to the 
scale of Government expenditure and the cash basis of Government accounting, the need for 
Supplementary Estimates can arise for a number of reasons, including policy decisions, timing 
issues and overspends. Supplementary Estimates are an important element of our expenditure 
management toolkit, allowing for the proper alignment of resources with allocations. 

The attached document sets out the additional funding provided by way of Supplementary 
Estimates by Vote for each year from 2000 to 2018. The tables for each year reflect the Vote 
structure that was in place at that time. Where transfers of functions have occurred in the inter-
vening years, these have not been accounted for in the tables.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-03_pq78-03-10-19_en.docx”>Appendix 1 Supplementary Estimates</a>]

03/10/2019WRD04900Departmental Budgets

03/10/2019WRD0500079. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount provided in 2020 for demographic costs by Department; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40401/19]

03/10/2019WRD05100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Mid-
Year Expenditure Report 2019 sets out estimates of certain demographic pressures in the areas 
of Health, Social Protection and Education as pre-committed elements of the current expendi-
ture baseline for the period to 2022. These are primary areas of current expenditure which are 
particularly impacted by demographic changes. For 2020 an amount of €0.45 billion has been 
allocated across these areas. This is presented at Departmental level in the following table. 

Table 1: Demographic Allocations 2020

 2020€m
Education & Skills Group 54
Employment Affairs & Social Protection 
Group

260

Health Group 137
Total 451
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These allocations are informed by the paper ‘Budgetary Impacts of Changing Demographics 
2017 – 2027’, published by the Irish Government Economic and Evaluation Service (IGEES), 
which can be found on the IGEES website here: https://igees.gov.ie/budgetary-impact-of-
changing-demographics-2017-to-2027/.

This paper covers a number of areas of expenditure, including pensions, child benefit, edu-
cation provision and health schemes such as the Nursing Home Support Scheme. These pure 
demographic costs are factored in to Ministerial Expenditure Ceilings for Health, Social Pro-
tection and Education. As part of the 2019 Spending Review process, an update of this paper is 
due to be published shortly. This forthcoming paper will again look at the key areas of Health, 
Social Protection and Education and will examine demographic pressures in these areas over a 
ten year period.

03/10/2019WRD05200Departmental Budgets

03/10/2019WRD0530080. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the value 
of the Supplementary Estimate that will be required in 2019 for health; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [40469/19]

03/10/2019WRD05400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Managing ex-
penditure within the overall fiscal parameters has been a key factor in ensuring that our fiscal 
targets have been achieved. A key responsibility of each Minister and Department is delivering 
public services efficiently and effectively within their budgetary allocations. The Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform is in regular contact with all other Departments and Offices 
including the Department of Health to monitor expenditure projections against Departmental 
allocations and also within the overall fiscal parameters. Each month, the drawdown of funds 
from the Exchequer is reported against published expenditure profiles in the Fiscal Monitor, 
published by the Department of Finance.

While these monthly returns figures are still marginally under profile at end-September, 
the Minister for Health has signalled that there are significant pressures on his allocation this 
year and these issues are forming part of the Budget 2020 discussions. The estimated level of 
the supplementary estimate will be outlined in the course of the upcoming budgetary process, 
as is usual. 

However I have highlighted repeatedly to Minister Harris the need for staffing, PCRS and 
savings measures to be proactively managed by the Department of Health to ensure that there is 
no repeat of the magnitude of  last year’s overrun. The range of new leadership and governance 
measures that have been put in place, including the appointment of a new CEO and Governance 
Board for the HSE, are important factors in ensuring the effective, professional management of 
Health spending in line with the allocations that have been authorised by Dáil Éireann, in order 
to deliver progressively improved health outcomes for the citizens of our country.

03/10/2019WRE00200Public Procurement Contracts Data

03/10/2019WRE0030081. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of SMEs that have availed of public contracts in each year since 2009; the aggregate value 
of these contracts in each year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40470/19]

03/10/2019WRE00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Procurement 
is key priority for Government and has undergone significant reform aimed at ensuring the sus-
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tainable delivery of much needed public services while also encouraging and supporting SME 
participation in these business opportunities. This approach is beneficial for the State because 
it nurtures competition which ensures value for money is maintained and provides SME with a 
platform to take advantage of similar opportunities in Ireland and across the European Union.   

Specifically, the Office of Government Procurement (OGP) have developed a suite of mea-
sures (circular 10/14) aimed at assisting SMEs to access public procurement opportunities. 
These include:

- Proportionate financial capacity criterion (turnover requirements limited to twice contract 
value); 

- Contracting Authorities are encouraged to divide larger public contracts into lots;

- Provision for “consortia bidding” to assist SMEs to participate in procurement procedures 
where they would not have the relevant capability or scale; and

- Public bodies are required to advertise contracts for goods and services valued above 
€25,000 on the national eTenders portal. 

In addition, Minister of State Patrick O’Donovan, who has responsibility for public procure-
ment, chairs quarterly meetings of the SME Advisory Group, ensuring that the voice of Irish 
SMEs (including ISME, IBEC, SFA, Chambers Ireland, and CIF) is heard by Government.  

The OGP proactively engages with the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation, 
Inter-Trade Ireland and Enterprise Ireland to promote SME access to public procurement. The 
OGP participates at “Go-2-Tender” workshops and “Meet the Buyer” events which are also 
designed to help SMEs. 

A series of information videos explaining specific public procurement topics, along with 
case studies of SMEs who have won government contracts, was launched by Minister of State 
O’Donovan earlier this year.  A series of focused and targeted breakfast briefings has also been 
scheduled around the country in conjunction with Inter-Trade Ireland and the SME Advisory 
Group partners.

Currently, data on the award of public contracts does not generally capture the size of busi-
nesses that are successful. However, analysis carried and published by the OGP in the “Public 
Service Spend and Tendering Analysis for 2016” indicates that 94% of the analysed expendi-
ture is with firms within the State and that the majority of the spend analysed is with SMEs. This 
was based on an analysis of €4.723 billion expenditure across 77 public service bodies.  

The OGP will continue to proactively engage with business and strive to enhance the sig-
nificant measures already in place to support SME access to public procurement opportunities.

03/10/2019WRE00500School Admissions

03/10/2019WRE0060082. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the options 
available to persons (details supplied) who wish to send their child to their local primary school; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40235/19]

03/10/2019WRE00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that in relation to school admissions, parents can choose which school to apply to and where 
the school has places available, the pupil should be admitted.  However, in schools where there 
are more applicants than places available, a selection process may be necessary.  This selection 
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process and the enrolment policy on which it is based must be non-discriminatory and must be 
applied fairly in respect of all applicants.  However, this may result in some pupils not obtaining 
a place in the school of their first choice.  

The Deputy will note however that the selection process procedures and enrolment policy 
are the responsibility of the individual school authorities.

I also wish to advise the Deputy that my Department’s capital investment programme pro-
vides for devolved funding for additional classrooms for existing schools where an immediate 
enrolment need has been identified. All school capital projects that have been approved, by my 
Department, under the Additional School Accommodation Scheme (ASA), may be viewed on 
my Department’s website, www.education.ie, which is updated regularly. 

In this regard, I wish to advise the Deputy that my Department has not received an applica-
tion, for such funding, from the school in question.

 My Department has no record of receiving a current application, for capital funding, for the 
provision of additional accommodation at the school in question.

03/10/2019WRE00800Summer Works Scheme Applications

03/10/2019WRE0090083. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a sum-
mer works scheme grant for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40262/19]

03/10/2019WRE01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that an application for External Environment Projects (Category 10) has been received from 
the school authority, in question, under my Department’s multi-annual Summer Works Scheme 
(SWS) 2020 onwards.

I wish to advise that commensurate with the level of funding available for SWS in 2020, 
applications will be assessed on a top down basis in accordance with the prioritisation criteria 
outlined in the governing Circular Letter for the Scheme.  This Circular Letter (0027/2019) is 
available on my Department’s website www.education.ie.

It is my intention to publish a list of successful applicants in Q4, 2019 for works to be car-
ried out in summer 2020.

03/10/2019WRE01100School Completion Programme

03/10/2019WRE0120084. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the com-
pletion of a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40268/19]

03/10/2019WRE01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, 
the project to which he refers has been devolved to Westmeath County Council (WCC) for 
delivery. 

The Deputy will know that I am very familiar with the issues that have arisen with this 
project. I can now inform him that senior officials from my Department and Westmeath County 
Council (WCC) met with the relevant contractor last week. The meeting took place under the 
dispute resolution mechanisms set out in the Public Works Contract. Significant progress was 
made at that meeting and I, along with WCC, look forward to seeing significant progress on site 
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in the coming weeks in that respect. As the conciliation process is ongoing, I am not in a posi-
tion to say anything further at this time.

03/10/2019WRE01400Departmental Staff Promotions

03/10/2019WRE0150085. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Education and Skills if executive officer 
grade positions are available in his Department in Mullingar, County Westmeath. [40291/19]

03/10/2019WRE01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department has a small 
regional office in Mullingar and therefore it is unlikely that too many vacancies will arise at 
Executive Officer level  in the immediate future.  However, two of our three main offices are 
located nearby in Tullamore and Athlone.  Vacancies for administrative grades in my depart-
ment are filled through the Public Appointments Service (PAS) recruitment process, so should 
a vacancy arise in Tullamore or Athlone we will fill these vacancies from PAS panels, where 
available.  Existing civil servants at executive officer grade who wish to seek positions in other 
locations at their present grade should apply under the Civil Service Mobility Scheme which 
comes under the remit of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, and is adminis-
tered through HR Shared Services.

03/10/2019WRE01700Education and Training Provision

03/10/2019WRE0180086. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the objec-
tives of the EXPLORE programme; the budget for the programme in 2019; the current number 
of participants supported by the programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40313/19]

03/10/2019WRE01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The key objective of the EX-
PLORE initiative is to create a potential new solution to help address the issue of Ireland’s 
low level of participation in lifelong learning among the Irish workforce, particularly targeting 
persons over 35 years of age with low skills including digitial skills in manufacturing employ-
ment. It seeks to:  

-   address the lack of digital skills in this cohort;

- provide a novel approach to overcome barriers to participation in lifelong learning;

- address the key issue of skills obsolescence which is a significant concern for employers; 

- showcase the benefits of collaboration between local Education & Training providers and 
industry.  

Funding of €720,000 has been allocated to the programme in 2019.  As of 31st August 235 
people have participated in the EXPLORE programme nationwide with further iterations being 
rolled out at present.

An independent evaluation of the EXPLORE programme delivered in 2018 is currently 
underway. The aim of the evaluation is to assess the relevance and effectiveness of the pro-
gramme. It also aims to illustrate the impact on participants and gather feedback from employ-
ers on their experience, and impacts both for their company and also on employees. The report 
is expected  by end October 2019.
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03/10/2019WRE02000Education and Training Boards

03/10/2019WRE0210087. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the objec-
tives of the skills to advance programme; the budget for the programme in 2019; the current 
number of participants supported by the programme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40314/19]

03/10/2019WRE02200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The Skills to Advance initiative was launched in 2018. It targets vulnerable employees who 
need upskilling and reskilling at Level 5 and Level 6 on the National Framework of Qualifica-
tions (NFQ). The roll out of this new initiative by the Education and Training Boards (ETBs) in 
2019 complements the Skills for Work programme which offers courses to low skilled workers 
leading to Level 3 and Level 4 NFQ awards. 

Skills to Advance targets employees in lower skilled jobs who need to adapt to a changing 
work environment. It provides employees with flexible and accessible opportunities to advance 
in their working lives and careers, sustain employment and avoid displacement, or avail of 
emerging job opportunities. The initiative also supports small and medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs) who need some assistance to develop their workforce. 

The Skills to Advance budget for 2019 is €11 million, and it is planned that 5,000 par-
ticipants will take part in Skills to Advance programmes by the end of 2019. The number of 
participants who have been trained in Skills to Advance programmes to date in 2019 is 3,095.

03/10/2019WRE02300Education and Training Provision

03/10/2019WRE0240088. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the objec-
tives of the skills for work programme; the budget for the programme in 2019; the current num-
ber of participants supported by the programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40315/19]

03/10/2019WRE02500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
Skills for Work is a national programme aimed at providing training opportunities to help em-
ployees deal with the basic skills demands of the workplace. The programme delivers training 
courses leading to level 3 and level 4 awards on the National Framework of Qualifications 
(NFQ) for full time or part time employees. The programme is particularly targeted at low 
skilled workers who without the opportunity to participate in this training may not have the 
confidence to embrace change in the workplace. 

€2.74m is being made available in 2019 for the Skills for Work programme, with 
planned provision for just over 4,000 beneficiaries to take part by the end of 2019. To date in 
2019, 2,657 people have taken part in the programme.

03/10/2019WRE02600Apprenticeship Programmes

03/10/2019WRE0270089. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
the introduction of a national access to apprenticeship programme as proposed by an organisa-
tion (details supplied) in its 2020 pre-budget submission; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40316/19]

03/10/2019WRE02800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
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As set out in the Action Plan to Expand Apprenticeship and Traineeship in Ireland, SOLAS has 
completed a review on pathways to participation in apprenticeship.  The purpose of the review 
is to ensure that our national apprenticeship system is more reflective of the range and diversity 
of our population, more inclusive of diverse backgrounds and abilities and that apprenticeship 
opportunities are more readily accessible to all. One of the areas identified for action was to 
create new pathways via pre-apprenticeship courses around the country.  The actions include 
targets for additional places on pre-apprenticeship courses and promoting apprenticeship op-
portunities for target groups.

Work is already underway in many of the areas identified for action and SOLAS in partner-
ship with the Higher Education Authority has engaged with Technological University Dublin to 
explore potential expansion and supports for the existing Access to Apprenticeship programme. 
This is due to the evidenced success for learners on the programme and the fact that many par-
ticipants have now progressed onwards to commencing an apprenticeship.

In addition, in May the Apprenticeship Council held a consultation with 47 employer rep-
resentatives and other key stakeholders on ‘Generation Apprenticeship – What’s Next?’ The 
objective of this event was to gather feedback and ideas on the next steps in expansion of ap-
prenticeship nationally. One of the areas identified was the need to expand pre-apprenticeship 
opportunities.  The Apprenticeship Council is now considering this feedback and will incorpo-
rate it into its 2020 work with apprenticeship consortia and other key stakeholders.

03/10/2019WRE02900Education and Training Boards Administration

03/10/2019WRE0300090. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the implementation of the Code of Practice of the Governance of the Education and Training 
Boards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40317/19]

03/10/2019WRE03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department, following 
extensive consultation with ETBI, published a Code of Practice for the Governance of Educa-
tion and Training Boards in January of this year.  

The Code reflects the current regulations and the latest edition of the Code of Practice for 
the Governance of State Bodies published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form.  The Code provides for Oversight Agreements and Performance Delivery Agreements to 
be drawn up between my Department and each ETB and my Department is currently engaged 
with the Sector in relation to the development of template documents with a view to facilitat-
ing these agreements.   

Following the local elections which took place in May of this year, training on the Code of 
Practice will be rolled out to ETB Chairpersons, Board members, Chief Executives, Audit and 
Risk Committee members, Finance Committee members and to ETB Directors over the com-
ing months.  ETBI has established a Governance Steering Group which includes representation 
from ETB boards, ETB executive, ETBI and the Department of Education and Skills and has 
commenced a contract with an external company for the roll out of this training.

03/10/2019WRE03200Education and Training Boards

03/10/2019WRE0330091. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the names of 
the five persons and their nominating bodies elected to the boards of each education and train-
ing board under section 30(11) of the Education and Training Board Act 2013 in tabular form. 
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[40318/19]

03/10/2019WRE03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): After every Local Authority 
elections, the ETB boards are replenished with 21 members appointed. 

Section 30 (1) (d) of the Education and Training Boards Act 2013 specifies that 5 members 
of nominated bodies shall be appointed to ETB boards. There are 3 categories of bodies repre-
senting the following groups:

- Business, industry and employers;

- Learners;

- Management of or Leadership in recognised schools. 

In July 2019, pursuant to Section 30(11)(a) of the Education and Training Boards Act 2013, 
I specified a number of bodies as having the right to nominate persons for appointment to 
Education and Training Boards. A list of these bodies is in the following link for the Deputy’s 
information.

Details of the five persons and their nominating bodies elected to the boards under section 
30(11) of the Education and Training Board Act 2013 are in the following link.

The five persons have not yet been elected to the Board of Limerick and Clare ETB but 
my Department has been informed this will take place on the 3rd October 2019 and a vacancy 
exists on the Board of Laos and Offaly ETB which will be filled on the 9th October 2019. My 
officals can provide the Deputy with that additional information once it becomes available. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-03_pq91-03-10-19-snb_en.pdf”>Specified Nominating Bodies - July 2019</a>]

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-03_pq91-03-10-19-nbm_en.xlsx”>Details of Nominating Body Members to ETB 
Boards</a>]

03/10/2019WRE03500Pyrite Issues

03/10/2019WRE0360092. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 170 of 24 September 2019, the timeline for the removal of pyrite com-
pletely from a school (details supplied); his plans for suitable accommodation for the students 
while the work is in progress; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40333/19]

03/10/2019WRE03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): These issues are being dealt 
with under my Department’s Emergency Works Scheme. In that context, approval was given 
recently for works to take place under the scheme.

At the same time, the school is progressing with its application for works under Additional 
Accomodation Scheme. Officals in my Department have been in contact with it recently in that 
respect.  

Once the presence of pyrite in the school referred to by the Deputy was established,  my 
Department’s Planning and Building Unit sought legal advice as to how to  proceed.   The mat-
ter has been referred to the Chief State Solicitor’s Office. 

The Deputy will appreciate that as this matter is still being dealt with by the Chief State 
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Solicitors Office it is not possible for me to comment further at present.

03/10/2019WRE03800Student Grant Scheme Applications

03/10/2019WRE0390093. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a SUSI 
application by a person (details supplied). [40336/19]

03/10/2019WRE04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As part of a comprehensive 
customer service and communications strategy provided by Student Universal Support Ireland 
(SUSI), to ensure that all necessary avenues are open to applicants to receive the information 
they need, a dedicated email and phone line service is provided by SUSI for Oireachtas mem-
bers. This was established to meet an identified need for applicants who choose to engage the 
assistance of their public representatives in making inquiries about their grant applications.

This service complements the established channels provided by SUSI which include online 
application tracking, a dedicated website, a telephone helpdesk, email and social media, includ-
ing Facebook and Twitter. 

Enquiries may be emailed direct to SUSI at oireachtas@susi.ie. Staff in SUSI are respond-
ing to email queries within a matter of days.

03/10/2019WRE04100Summer Works Scheme

03/10/2019WRE0420094. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a plan of works 
will be put in place in relation to a school (details supplied) in County Cork; and if the existing 
structure of the school will be protected. [40371/19]

03/10/2019WRE04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Deputy will be aware that 
the project to which he refers is a Summer Works Scheme project and has been devolved for de-
livery to the school authority in that context. He will also be aware from my previous response 
that the issues to which he refers, that were precipated by tragic circumstances on site, are being 
addressed by the school authority and its design team as a matter of urgency.

I can inform the Deputy that the school and its design team will be writing to my Depart-
ment in the next day or two to seek approval for the appointment of a specialist to complete 
the method statement to which I referred in my previous response. I can assure the Deputy that 
my Department will treat this request with the urgency it deserves and will not delay the ap-
pointment. Subject to the approval of the method statement by the Health and Safety Authority 
(HSA), work on site can be expected to begin shortly after this appointment is made.

03/10/2019WRE04400Special Educational Needs Service Provision

03/10/2019WRE0450095. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if additional 
special needs assistant access will be provided at a school to meet the needs of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40385/19]

03/10/2019WRE04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  
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The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie  , in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.  

As this question relates to a particular child, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.

03/10/2019WRE04700Community Alert Programme

03/10/2019WRE0480096. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to im-
prove the existing community text alert scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40177/19]

03/10/2019WRE04900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the Programme for Government includes a commitment to support and prioritise com-
munity crime prevention, including Text Alert. 

Community partnership has been particularly evident in the success of the Garda Text Alert 
scheme. Since it was launched in September 2013 it has grown quickly with a total of 164,000 
subscribers and in the order of 3 million text messages sent annually. Every Garda Division, ru-
ral and urban, now offers the text alert service and An Garda Síochána has published guidelines 
to assist in the establishment and operation of local groups. 

For many years, my Department has supported community crime prevention by providing 
funding for the Community Alert programme, which is operated by  Muintir na Tíre in partner-
ship with the Garda authorities. My Department provides funding in relation to the employment 
and associated costs of the national service, including three of the five regional Development 
Officers. The long-standing view has been that this is the best use of the resources available to 
my Department to support effective community crime prevention actions.   
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At the Ploughing Championships in September 2018, I announced that the Text Alert Re-
bate Scheme would be available to over 1,000 local groups registered under the Garda Text 
Alert Scheme. Under that Scheme, my Department made in the region of €150,000 available to 
local communities who wanted to apply for a rebate towards the costs associated with running 
their local Text Alert Scheme. Ultimately, payments made as part of the 2018 Scheme amounted 
to €112,500 which was allocated to 394 groups. 

I can advise the Deputy that it is my intention to make a further announcement about the 
Text Alert Rebate Scheme for 2019 in the near future.

03/10/2019WRE05000Legal Aid Service Reform

03/10/2019WRE0510097. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the measures he 
is taking to introduce reforms aimed at reducing the costs associated with the civil and criminal 
legal aid system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40337/19]

03/10/2019WRE05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am sure that the Deputy 
appreciates that the provision of legal aid is an essential support for people who lack the finan-
cial means to receive appropriate representation in legal and court proceedings and is key to 
ensuring equality of access to justice and that the interests of justice are served.  

I would like to assure the Deputy that I am fully aware of the importance of value for money 
in delivering legal aid and of the need for any and all steps to be taken to control fraud, iden-
tify and address irregularities and to engage with users in the legal profession to ensure the fair 
and efficient administration of both criminal and civil legal aid schemes.  I am assured that the 
Irish system of legal aid represents good value for public money compared to other comparable 
jurisdictions.  

The Criminal Legal Aid Scheme is a vital part of the criminal justice system.  The Criminal 
Justice (Legal Aid) Act 1962 provides that free legal aid may be granted in certain circum-
stances for the defence of persons of insufficient means in criminal proceedings.  Under the 
1962 Act, the courts, through the judiciary, are responsible for the granting of legal aid.  An ap-
plicant must establish to the satisfaction of the court that their means are insufficient to enable 
them to pay for legal representation themselves. The provision of criminal legal aid has been 
established by the Courts as a Constitutional right.  

The nature of the Scheme is that it is demand-led, driven by the incidence of crime, detec-
tion rates and prosecutions of cases through the courts systems.  While this can make it difficult 
to anticipate costs, it is not the case that there is unlimited access to such support and improve-
ments and efficiencies are consistently pursued. 

Following a recommendation made by my Department’s Internal Audit Committee, a Crim-
inal Legal Aid Oversight Committee was set up in 2016.  The Committee is made up of repre-
sentatives of my Department , the Courts Service, An Garda Síochána, the Irish Prison Service, 
the Chief State Solicitor’s Office and the Legal Aid Board.  This Committee oversees and ad-
vises on the management and control of the criminal legal aid scheme.   

My Department is also preparing a draft General Scheme of a Criminal Justice (Legal 
Aid) Bill, the key purpose of which is to transfer the administration of the Criminal Legal Aid 
Scheme to the Legal Aid Board and to give effect to Government Programme commitments in 
respect of criminal legal aid, including introducing a more rigorous and objective means testing 
system for criminal legal aid, provision for contributions by applicants, and new sanctions.  It 
is my intention to seek approval of Government for the General Scheme of the Bill and submit 
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it to the Oireachtas for pre-legislative scrutiny as early as possible. 

With respect to civil legal aid, this is administered by the Legal Aid Board and is subject to 
both means and merit tests.  A review of the Administration of Civil Justice in Ireland is cur-
rently taking place which will examine areas of civil justice with a view to improving access 
to justice and reducing the cost of litigation. An underlying aim of the review is to ensure that 
administration of civil justice in Ireland is able to respond to changing values and attitudes in 
our society and to promote equal access to justice.

These initiatives build on the reforms put in place by the Mediation Act 2017 which encour-
ages the use of mediation as an alternative to court based proceedings, with a view to achieving 
outcomes that respond to the needs of parties thereby reducing the potential cost of litigation.  
Legislation is currently in preparation on a family court system which will also support the pur-
suit of alternative dispute resolution options, thereby helping to reduce costs.

03/10/2019WRE05300Garda Stations

03/10/2019WRE0540098. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason for the 
downgrading of Ballyconnell Garda station, County Cavan; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39520/19]

03/10/2019WRE05500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The resources provided 
by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented levels, with an allocation 
for 2019 of €1.76 billion.  Very significant capital investment is also being made in An Garda 
Síochána, including a total of €92 million this year. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of 
resources, including the allocation of Garda vehicles and personnel, among the various Garda 
Divisions. As Minister, I have no direct role in the matter. I am assured however that Garda 
management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime 
trends and policing priorities, to ensure their optimum use.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that as part of the Garda District and Station Ratio-
nalisation Programme. the Ballyconnell and Cavan Districts were amalgamated in 2013. I am 
informed by the Garda authorities that there is currently no plan to return Ballyconnell Garda 
station to full 24 hours opening.  

The Garda Commissioner has informed me that a 24-hour mobile Garda response capability 
continues to be maintained in the area and that the primary focus of local Gardaí has and will 
be to maintain a visible Garda presence in the general area.   

The Deputy may also wish to be aware that a new Armed Support Unit was established this 
week in Cavan, adding to the two other ASUs already in An supported by additional Armed 
Support Unit personnel in the coming months.

More generally, the Deputy may wish to note the Garda strength of the Cavan/Monaghan 
Division  from 2009 to 30 August 2019 , as provided by the Commissioner, which is available 
on my Department’s website through the following link.  http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/003_
Garda_Numbers_by_Division_2006_to_August_2019.xlsx/Files/003_Garda_Numbers_by_
Division_2006_to_August_2019.xlsx

As the Deputy will see, the number of Gardaí allocated to the Cavan/Monaghan Division 
has increased from 318 at the end of 2015, to 372 at the end of August 2019, which represents a 
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17% increase in Garda numbers in the Division. These Gardaí are supported by 44 Garda Staff, 
as of the same date. 

For more general information on Garda Facts and Figures please see the following link.

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures

The following table outlines details of the Garda fleet attached to the Cavan/Monaghan Di-
visional Fleet as at 30 September 2019.

The Deputy may also wish to be aware that a capital allocation of €10 million has been 
made available for the purchase and fit-out of Garda vehicles in 2019.  I understand from the 
Garda authorities that this allocation will be used for purchase and fit-out of over 300 new ve-
hicles for operational use this year.  

Cars Vans Motorbikes 4 x 4 *Others Total 
CAVAN-
MONAGHAN 
TOTAL  

42 14 2 1 0 59 

BAILIEBORO 
DISTRICT 

9 2 0 0 0 11 

CARRICK-
MACROSS 
DISTRICT 

7 2 0 1 0 10 

CAVAN DIS-
TRICT 

16 4 1 0 0 21 

MONAGHAN 
DISTRICT 

10 6 1 0 0 17 

*The category ‘other’ refers to MPV, SUV, Minibus or Prisoner Conveyance Vehicles

03/10/2019WRE05600Garda Resources

03/10/2019WRE0570099. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the investment made 
in the Garda fleet and personnel in the Cavan-Monaghan Garda district in the past 12 months; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39642/19]

03/10/2019WRE05800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The resources provided 
by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented levels, with an allocation 
for 2019 of €1.76 billion.  Very significant capital investment is also being made in Garda ICT, 
the Garda fleet and the Garda estate - in total, the Garda capital allocation has increased from 
€61 million to €92 million in 2019, which represents a 50% increase. 

In accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for 
managing and controlling the administration and business of An Garda Síochána.  It is a matter 
for the Commissioner to efficiently manage the significant resources which have been provided 
and to determine the allocation of budgets to all regions, including the Northern Region and all 
Divisions, including Cavan/ Monaghan Division, based upon operational requirements. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the following table outlines the vehicles as-
signed to the Cavan/Monaghan Division in 2018 and to date in 2019.
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2019 Cars Vans 4 x 4 Total
CAVAN   
MONAGHAN 
DIVISION

1 0 0 1

MONAGHAN   
DISTRICT

1 0 0 1

2018 Cars Vans 4 x 4 Total
CAVAN   
MONAGHAN 
DIVISION

6 3 1 10

BAILEBORO   
DISTRICT

1 0 0 1

CARRICK-
MACROSS   
DISTRICT

0 1 1 2

CAVAN   DIS-
TRICT

3 2 0 5

MONAGHAN   
DISTRICT

2 0 0 2

I should also point out that a total of €10 million has been made available to An Garda Sío-
chána for the purchase and fit-out of Garda vehicles in 2019. I understand from Garda manage-
ment that this allocation is being used for the purchase and fit-out of over 300 for operational 
use in An Garda Síochána.  The allocation of these new vehicles across the Garda Divisions is 
for Garda management and not for me as Minister. 

I would also point out that An Garda Síochána is a growing organisation. We currently have 
over 14,200 Gardaí nationwide, supported by over 2,700 Garda staff. And as part of the Govern-
ment’s plan to achieve an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021, there is ongo-
ing and increased recruitment both of new Gardaí as well as Garda staff, allowing for redeploy-
ment of Gardaí to operational duties at the front-line. Since the reopening of the Garda Training 
College in 2014, approximately 2,800 new Garda members have attested and been assigned 
to frontline policing duties in communities throughout the country. Another 200 probationer 
Gardaí are due to attest by the end of this year. Further, the Garda Commissioner’s decision 
to recruit a net 600 Garda staff in 2019 will allow for the redeployment of approximately 500 
experienced Gardaí to frontline and visible policing duties by the end of this year. 

As part of this overall increase, additional Garda resources have been deployed to border 
areas in recent months and this process is continuing.  I am advised by the Garda Commissioner 
that as of 31 August 2019, there were 372 Gardai assigned to the Cavan/Monaghan Division, 
which represents a 17% increase since the end of 2015. These Gardai are supported by 44 Garda 
Staff, as of the same date. Since the reopening of the Garda College in 2014, 100 probationer 
Gardai have been assigned to the Cavan/Monaghan Division, including 35 in 2018 and 25 to 
date in 2019. 

In the event that a “no deal” Brexit gives rise to additional requirements in border areas, the 
Commissioner has confirmed that further resources can and will be provided through redeploy-
ment.

03/10/2019WRE05900Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal
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03/10/2019WRE06000100. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the date of an as-
sessment of the caseload of the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal; when it will be re-
ceived by him; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40178/19]

03/10/2019WRE06100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal administers two schemes:

- the Scheme of Compensation for Personal Injuries Criminally Inflicted and

- the Scheme of Compensation for Personal Injuries Criminally Inflicted on Prison Officers. 

The Tribunal is made up qualified barristers and solicitors. Under the terms of the Scheme, 
the Tribunal is limited to a Chair and 6 ordinary members who provide services on a part-time 
basis. It is entirely independent in the matter of individual decisions on applications for com-
pensation.

I can confirm that five Departmental staff act as Secretariat to the Tribunal. These staff re-
ceive applications and gather the necessary information from applicants and other stakeholders 
such as An Garda Síochána in relation to each case. When all required information is available, 
Tribunal staff send the file to the Tribunal for consideration and decision. Where a decision is 
appealed, Tribunal staff make arrangements for a Tribunal appeal hearing.

In terms of the duration of the process, I should note that it may take several years before 
an application for compensation is ready for submission to the Tribunal for consideration and 
decision. For example final Garda reports on the crime are required, as are the outcomes of any 
court cases initiated. In addition, in some cases the extent of injuries suffered by the victim may 
not be known for some years. It is also the case that the assessment of loss of earnings for con-
sideration by the Tribunal may be complex to determine and may require employer assessment 
and social welfare reports. These and other factors can have an impact on the duration of any 
particular application. 

An assessment is currently being carried out by officials of my Department in relation to 
caseload in the scheme, including the extent and nature of any possible backlog. The assess-
ment is currently being finalised by my officials.

Finally, the Deputy may be interested to know that in its fifth work programme, published 
in March 2019, the Law Reform Commission included a review of the Criminal Injuries Com-
pensation Scheme as one of 15 planned projects.  I welcome this project as an opportunity for 
a comprehensive examination of all aspects of this long-established Scheme, to ensure that the 
State’s arrangements for the compensation of victims of violent crime are in keeping with good 
international practice and meet society’s needs into the future.

03/10/2019WRF00200Legal Aid Applications Data

03/10/2019WRF00300101. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
legal aid applications made for mortgage possession cases; the number of applications which 
were received by the Legal Aid Board; the number of applications which were granted; the fig-
ures in each of the years 2005 to 2018 and to date in 2019; the means threshold; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40182/19]

03/10/2019WRF00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As requested by the 
Deputy, the following table contains the number of financially eligible applications for legal 
services received by the Legal Aid Board where the applicant was in potential danger of losing 
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their family home, and the number of cases where legal aid was granted in connection with the 
defence of possession proceedings, in each of the years in the period 2014-2018 and to date in 
2019 (as at 1st October 2019).

 - Number of applications 
received

Number of applications 
where legal aid granted

2019 to date 24 8
2018 37 7
2017 35 6
2016 66 6
2015 108 9
2014 59 7
Comparable data is not readily available for the period prior to 1st January 2014, because 

the Legal Aid Board did not categorise applications for legal aid with respect possession pro-
ceedings separately from “other non-family law” applications during this period.

I want to reiterate the Government’s commitment to providing assistance to persons who 
may be in danger of losing their home. The Deputy will be aware that insolvent persons seeking 
legal advice and assistance in relation to repossession proceedings against their home may be 
able to avail of such advice through the Abhaile scheme.  This free mortgage arrears support 
service was launched by the Government in October 2016.

Abhaile is not focused on bringing challenges to repossession proceedings because in most 
cases this will not help the borrower. Instead, Abhaile focuses on solving the borrower’s sub-
stantive problem, by putting in place a solution to the arrears themselves, keeping the borrower 
in their home and helping them back to solvency. 

In relation to the focus of the Deputy’s question on legal aid applications, it is possible to 
apply for legal aid from the Legal Aid Board to defend repossession proceedings under the 
normal rules relating to civil legal aid. Borrowers who wish to do this must meet the financial 
eligibility and merits criteria prescribed under the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995 and the Civil Legal 
Aid Regulations 1996 to 2017.  The principal financial eligibility criteria are that the applicant 
must have disposable income of less than €18,000 per annum and disposable capital assets of 
less than €100,000 (excluding the home in which they live). 

In the past, it may have been difficult for applications for legal aid in connection with de-
fending repossession proceedings to satisfy the merits criteria for civil legal aid in circumstanc-
es where the applicant accepts that the debt (i.e. the unpaid home loan) is owed to the Plaintiff 
lending institution and falls due to be paid and there is no legal defence available. The Deputy 
will be aware of the added protections conferred under the recently enacted Land and Convey-
ancing Law Reform (Amendment) Act 2019, however, it remains to be seen how the courts will 
interpret the new legislation.

Under Abhaile, by contrast, the borrower can obtain free independent financial advice and 
negotiation assistance from a Personal Insolvency Practitioner, a MABS Dedicated Mortgage 
Arrears adviser, and/or an accountant. The service includes detailed analysis of the borrower’s 
individual financial situation and home mortgage arrears, identifying their best option to resolve 
their arrears with priority given to remaining in their home wherever possible, and negotiation 
assistance to put a solution into place.  

Since the Abhaile service began in July 2016 and, as of 23rd September 2019, 3,763 vouch-
ers for a legal advice consultation in relation to potential solutions to mortgage arrears (which 
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may include advice in relation to the defence of possession proceedings) have been issued. A 
duty solicitor service is in place at county registrars’ courts for repossession proceedings and 
almost 8,000 people have availed of that service. It is important to note that persons availing 
of the Abhaile service do not have to meet any financial eligibility criteria, save that they are 
insolvent and at risk of losing their home, nor do they have to pay a contribution.  This is a far 
more sustainable and effective focus for public intervention – both more effective for borrow-
ers, and better for taxpayers.

03/10/2019WRF00500Firearms and Ammunition Security

03/10/2019WRF00600102. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the new regulations 
that have been introduced in relation to the safeguarding of ammunition in respect of shotguns 
and the requirement for them to be kept in a locked box in vehicles when they are not on the 
property of the owner; the consultation and the organisations that were involved in the discus-
sions prior to these rules or regulations being introduced; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40197/19]

03/10/2019WRF00700Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
As the Deputy may be aware, Statutory Instrument 420 of 2019 European Communities (Ac-
quisition and Possession of Weapons and Ammunition) (Amendment) Regulations 2019 gives 
effect to Directive (EU) 2017/853 in national law.

The main changes introduced relate to:

-  marking of firearms;

-  new storage requirements for firearms and ammunition;

-  prohibition of the acquisition of large capacity magazines; and 

-  prohibition of certain firearms.

There was some consultation as part of the process of making this SI.  All registered fire-
arms dealers were invited to an initial consultation meeting with officials of my Department in 
Mullingar in August 2018, at which the new EU Directive was discussed.  I understand that 
over 250 invitations were issued to that consultation and that 51 firearms dealers attended. 

It may be noted that there was significant time pressure for production of this Statutory In-
strument, due to infringement proceedings commenced against Ireland by the European Com-
mission.  As such it was unfortunately not possible to organise a further consultation in advance 
of the making of the Statutory Instrument, between completion of the drafting process in July 
2019 and signature of the regulations in August 2019.

I understand that the Statutory Instrument has now been circulated to members of the Fire-
arms Consultative Panel and Registered Firearms Dealers and it has also been published on my 
Department’s website, along with a guidance note.   

Finally, I can confirm to the Deputy that my officials recently met with representatives of 
the National Association of Regional Game Councils (NARGC), to allow them to outline any 
concerns.  I have asked my officials to consider the matters raised and to consult with the Of-
fice of the Attorney General, where relevant. The NARGC has also been advised to contact An 
Garda Síochána for clarification on their guidelines on the Statutory Instrument.
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03/10/2019WRF00800Citizenship Applications

03/10/2019WRF00900103. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost of becoming 
an Irish citizen for asylum seekers claiming refugee status; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40236/19]

03/10/2019WRF01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Deputy 
that the fees to be paid by an applicant for a certificate of naturalisation are governed by the 
provisions of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 569 of 2011). 
The application fee, stipulated at €175, is payable on application for a certificate of naturalisa-
tion, and a certification fee is payable on the issue of a certificate of naturalisation. The standard 
certification fee is €950, while a reduced fee of €200 applies in the case of an application made 
on behalf of a minor or in certain cases where the application is made by a widow, widower 
or surviving civil partner of an Irish citizen. In the case of recognised refugees and stateless 
persons the certification fee is nil. Therefore, in relation to the cost of applying for and receiv-
ing a certificate of naturalisation there is no cost to a person recognised as a refugee under the 
International Protection Act 2015. 

There is no provision in the Regulations for the discretionary waiver or reduction of fees, or 
for differing fees to apply to different nationalities, pensioners or based on length of residency. 
While the operation of the Act is kept under review, there are no plans to amend the fees as they 
are comparable with other jurisdictions.  

 The standard fees payable by an applicant are designed to reflect the effort and cost involved 
in processing applications for a certificate of naturalisation. Formal citizenship ceremonies have 
been introduced at no extra cost to applicants. These have been universally well received by 
participants as the ceremonies provide a sense of dignity and occasion that serves to underscore 
the importance to both the State and the applicant of the granting of Irish citizenship.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

03/10/2019WRF01100Bankruptcy Data

03/10/2019WRF01200104. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question Nos. 84 and 85 of 6 September, the number of families the lost their homes as 
a result of bankruptcies which were initiated by the Revenue Commissioners (details supplied) 
and in which the official assignee,which is a function of the Insolvency Service of Ireland, dealt 
with these matters in each of the years 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40250/19]

03/10/2019WRF01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Insolvency Service 
of Ireland (ISI) is an independent statutory body which was established on 1 March, 2013, un-
der the Personal Insolvency Act 2012.

I have made enquiries with the Insolvency Service of Ireland and they have informed me 
that in relation to cases that have been dealt with by the ISI, no families lost their homes as a 
result of petitions for bankruptcy by the Revenue Commissioners in years 2015 to 2018 and to 
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date in 2019.

03/10/2019WRF01400Courts Service Data

03/10/2019WRF01500105. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
entities or persons convicted of operating here without Central Bank authorisation in each year 
since 2013 following summary prosecution or prosecution on indictment, respectively; the fines 
and penalties imposed by the courts in each conviction; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40286/19]

03/10/2019WRF01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The data requested by the 
Deputy is not maintained by the Department of Justice and Equality. I have asked the Courts 
Service for the information requested and I will write directly to the Deputy when I receive it. 

03/10/2019WRF01700Departmental Offices

03/10/2019WRF01800106. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if executive officer 
grade positions are available in his Department in Mullingar, County Westmeath. [40289/19]

03/10/2019WRF01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Further to the Deputy’s 
query, my officials have made enquiries which indicate that there are currently no Executive 
Officer grade positions available in my Department in Mullingar, Co. Westmeath. 

Recruitment is generally managed through open competitions conducted by the Public Ap-
pointments Service (PAS), the centralised provider of recruitment and selection services for the 
civil service.  Where such work opportunities do arise, they will be advertised by PAS.  Further 
details can be obtained by logging on to the website www.publicjobs.ie  

03/10/2019WRF02000Youth Justice Strategy

03/10/2019WRF02100107. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status 
of the development of a youth justice strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40325/19]

03/10/2019WRF02200Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): I 
can inform the Deputy that an expert Steering Group is currently developing the new Youth Jus-
tice Strategy, including a review of the Children Act. The Steering Group commenced its work 
in February and has had a series of meetings during this year which will continue into next year. 

The Group is tasked with advising and guiding the development of the new Strategy, includ-
ing consideration of the full range of issues connected to children and young people at risk of 
coming into contact with the criminal justice system, from early intervention and preventative 
work, including family support, diversion from crime, through to court processes and facilities, 
supervision of offenders, detention and reintegration and support post release.

My intention is that we will have a draft Strategy for publication and public consultation by 
the end of this year, and that the Strategy will be finalised in the first half of 2020.

03/10/2019WRF02300Legal Services Regulation
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03/10/2019WRF02400108. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the 
Legal Services Regulatory Authority will commence its complaints process and start accepting 
complaints from the public and users of legal services; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40326/19]

03/10/2019WRF02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The regulatory reform 
of the legal services sector has been taking place since the enactment of the Legal Services 
Regulation Act 2015 and the establishment of the Legal Services Regulatory Authority on 1 
October 2016 and as set out in the Authority’s Strategic Plan for 2018-2020 which was laid 
before the Houses. The Legal Services Regulatory Authority is independent in the performance 
of its functions,

As the Deputy has raised, Part 6 of the Act provides for the introduction of an indepen-
dent complaints and professional conduct regime for legal practitioners including the separate 
establishment and appointment of an independent Legal Practitioners’ Disciplinary Tribunal. 
The new Tribunal will deal with allegations of serious misconduct by both solicitors and bar-
risters and will replace the existing bodies which currently operate for that purpose and will be 
winding-down their existing caseloads. Extensive preparations have been ongoing at the Legal 
Services Regulatory Authority to put the necessary procedural, staffing, IT and other supports 
in place with the intention of being in a position to receive and process public complaints from 
next week subject to the formal completion of the relevant Commencement Order to that effect. 
At that point, members of the public will no longer make their complaints through the legal 
professional bodies as they do at present but directly to the Authority while the new Disciplin-
ary Tribunal will come into operation in its own right. Details of the relevant public complaints 
procedures will be made available by the Authority including on its website www.lsra.ie when 
they come into operation.

Next week should also see the introduction of the new legal costs transparency regime set 
out in Part 10 of the 2015 Act including, separately, the transition of the Office of the Taxing-
Master to that of the Legal Costs Adjudicators which will maintain a publicly accessible Reg-
ister of its legal costs determinations. Similarly, the roll-out of Legal Partnerships and Limited 
Liability Partnerships will take place. The new professional conduct regime being introduced 
under Part 6 will, therefore, underpin the new legal costs and other obligations that will apply 
to legal practitioners being regulated under the 2015 Act. Again, as Minister I will be support-
ing the imminent roll-out of these functions with the commencement of the relevant statutory 
provisions.

03/10/2019WRF02600Naturalisation Eligibility

03/10/2019WRF02700109. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding the determination of eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a person (details sup-
plied); if previously granted permission has been updated; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40375/19]

03/10/2019WRF02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the 
Immigration Service of my Department that the application for a certificate of naturalisation 
from the person referred to by the Deputy continues to be processed and will be submitted to 
me for decision as expeditiously as possible. If further documentation is required it will be re-
quested from the applicant in due course. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
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but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range 
of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing 
the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Should the person’s permission to reside in the State be due to expire shortly she should 
contact the Immigration Office which issued her current permission in order to renew it.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

03/10/2019WRF02900Family Reunification Applications

03/10/2019WRF03000110. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding abdication for family reunification in the case of a person (details supplied); if a 
decision has been made in relation to the case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40376/19]

03/10/2019WRF03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that the proposal form submitted by the person concerned, 
under the Irish Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP) Humanitarian Admission Programme 2 
(IHAP), could not be processed as he did not provide the required supporting documentation. 
Proposals which do not provide the necessary documentation, or are otherwise incomplete, will 
not be processed.

The person concerned was informed, in a letter dated 11 July 2019, that his proposal could 
not be accepted for reasons outlined at that time. 

There are currently no plans to issue any further calls for proposals under IHAP. In the event 
that further calls are announced it may be open to the person concerned to make a new proposal, 
with the required documents/information. Any future calls will be announced on the Immigra-
tion Service website.

Queries in relation to the status of individual Immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility, which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

03/10/2019WRF03200Visa Applications

03/10/2019WRF03300111. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding spousal application in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40377/19]
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03/10/2019WRF03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation & Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that it is open to any visa-
required national to apply for a visa for any purpose.  Each visa application is considered on its 
individual merits, with the Visa Officer having regard to all of the information and documenta-
tion available.  The onus rests at all times with the applicant to satisfy the Visa Officer that the 
visa sought should be granted.   

As regards the application procedure, guidelines on how to apply for particular types of vi-
sas are available on the immigration website at www.inis.gov.ie    In addition, detailed informa-
tion on the circumstances in which a person can seek to sponsor a family member to join them 
in the State are set out in the Policy Document on Non-EEA Family Reunification which is also 
available on the website. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without 
the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy may 
consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

In addition, applicants may themselves e-mail queries directly to visamail@justice.ie. 

03/10/2019WRF03500Naturalisation Applications

03/10/2019WRF03600112. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when natu-
ralisation will be approved in the case of a person (details supplied); if stamp 4 can be renewed 
as a first stage towards naturalisation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40378/19]

03/10/2019WRF03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have been informed by 
the Immigration Service of my Department that the person concerned was the holder of an im-
migration permission valid until 21 October 2016. Their permission to remain in the State has 
now expired. 

I am further informed that the Immigration Service wrote to the person concerned on 25 Oc-
tober 2016 and advised that all applications for permission to remain in the State from a non-
EEA national, on the basis of parentage of an Irish citizen child, must be submitted on the ap-
propriate form to the Immigration Service.  No such application has been received in this case. 

It remains open to the person concerned to submit an application. Any such applications 
must be made in writing using the application form available from the immigration website 
(http://www.inis.gov.ie).

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the immigration service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. his service enables up to date information on 
such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the immigration service, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited

03/10/2019WRF03800Immigration Status

03/10/2019WRF03900113. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
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regarding eligibility for residency in the case of a person (details supplied); if the case will be 
reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40379/19]

03/10/2019WRF04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Deputy 
that the Immigration Service of my Department has issued correspondence to the person con-
cerned and also to their legal representative pursuant to section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 
(as amended) but to date no response has been received from either party. The onus lies with the 
applicant to provide the Department with a current address for all communications.  The person 
concerned or her legal representative should contact the Immigration Service immediately to 
ensure that the address on file is correct and to provide whatever further information she may 
consider relevant.

Queries in relation to the status of individual Immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in the cases where 
the response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long 
awaited.

03/10/2019WRF04100Research Funding Data

03/10/2019WRF04200114. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 114 of 26 September 2019, the amount that has been paid 
to date to each of organisations that have received payments for approved projects in tabular 
form. [40193/19]

03/10/2019WRF04300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The  Disruptive Technologies Innovation Fund (DTIF) is a €500 million fund established under 
Project Ireland 2040 and forms a key part in the delivery of the Pillar 1 goal of Future Jobs 
Ireland to embrace innovation and technological change. The DTIF has been established under 
the responsibility of my Department with Enterprise Ireland providing administrative support.

From the start, my Department has indicated that €20 million would be made available in 
2019 to commence the first tranche of projects. To date, a total of €5 million in funding has 
been drawn down by Enterprise Ireland from my Department for payment to the organisations 
involved in 12 of the 27 successful projects under Call 1. This is in line with the planned profile 
of drawdown as set at the start of 2019. It is expected that the full €20m allocation for the Fund 
in 2019 will be drawn down by the end of the year.

Of the €5 million in funding drawn down from my Department, approximately €3.5 mil-
lion has already been paid to organisations involved in the projects with the remainder to issue 
shortly. In line with existing practice, higher education institutions and research bodies involved 
in the DTIF Call 1 projects have received advance payments for some of their project costs. 
These are set out in tabular form below as requested by the Deputy. Some of the payments made 
to these organisations represent payments for multiple DTIF projects in which those research 
organisations are involved. 

For the most part, enterprise partners in DTIF collaborations will receive payments ret-
rospectively following submission of validated claims for vouched expenditure. In addi-
tion, some small companies have been approved for pre-finance. The process of issuing those 
payments to companies is underway and they should receive payment shortly.  
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DTIF Call 1 Payments to Organisations at 1 October 2019

Organisation Payments to date 
National University of Ireland, Galway €417,000.00
Trinity College Dublin €319,934.00
Dublin City   University & University of 
Limerick (Lero)

€309,898.00

Dublin City   University €736,509.00
University College Dublin (UCD) €275,319.00
CEARDAR Technology Centre (UCD) €129,330.00
TEAGASC €106,519.00
MARINE INSTITUTE €72,328.00
Waterford Institute of Technology €251,871.00
University of   Limerick €946,577.00
Total €3,565,285.00

03/10/2019WRF04400Labour Court Recommendations

03/10/2019WRF04500115. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of recommendations issued by the Labour Court in each of the years 2016 to 2018 
in cases in which the court recommended that the employer recognise the right of a union con-
cerned to represent workers in the relevant employment for the purpose of collective bargaining 
in tabular form; the number of such recommendations from each of the relevant years that were 
accepted and implemented by the relevant employers; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [40256/19]

03/10/2019WRF04600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
information requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table.

YEAR UNION RECOGNITION RECOMMEND-
ED

2016 2
2017 3
2018 7
These cases relate to referrals to the Labour Court under Section 20(1) of the Industrial 

Relations Act 1969 whereby the referring party agrees to be bound by the recommendation. As 
it is at the employer’s discretion whether to accept the recommendation or not, no statistics on 
implementation are available.

Irelands system of Industrial Relations is based in voluntarism and while the right of work-
ers to form associations and join a trade union is enshrined in Article 40 of the Irish Constitu-
tion there is no obligation on employers to recognise any union for the purposes of collective 
bargaining.  

Notwithstanding this, it has been the consistent policy of successive Irish Governments to 
promote collective bargaining through legislation. Most recently, a decision by this Govern-
ment to legislate for an improved framework in this area resulted in the Industrial Relations 
(Amendment) Act 2015. 

This legislation provides a clear and balanced mechanism by which the fairness of the em-
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ployment conditions of workers in their totality can be assessed in employments where collec-
tive bargaining does not take place. 

The legislation ensures the retention of Ireland’s  voluntary system of industrial relations, 
but it also means that where an employer chooses not to engage in collective bargaining either 
with a trade union or an internal ‘excepted body’, and where the number of employees on whose 
behalf the matter is being pursued is not insignificant, an effective framework exists that allows 
a trade union to have the remuneration and terms and conditions of its members in that employ-
ment assessed against relevant comparators and determined by the Labour Court, if necessary.

03/10/2019WRF04700Regional Enterprise Development Fund

03/10/2019WRF04800116. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation when 
the Athy enterprise hub will be completed; and the funding provided towards the construction 
of this hub. [40284/19]

03/10/2019WRF04900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I 
launched the Regional Enterprise Development Fund Call 3 on the 24th June 2019 and the call 
closed for applications at 3.00 p.m. on Wednesday 25th September 2019. The overarching aim 
of this Fund is to drive enterprise development and job creation in each region throughout the 
country.  Enterprise Ireland is administering the Fund on behalf of my Department.  The Fund 
will support major new collaborative and innovative initiatives that can make a significant im-
pact on enterprise development not only across the regions but nationally.  This will be achieved 
by co-financing the development and implementation of collaborative and innovative projects 
that can sustain and add to employment at a national, regional and county level.  

As the Regional Enterprise Development Fund Call 3 has now closed and projects are being 
assessed, the names of applicants that have applied for funding is commercially sensitive and 
confidential.  I intend to announce successful projects under this Fund by the end of 2019.

03/10/2019WRF05000Brexit Supports

03/10/2019WRF05100117. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of applicants and participants in all Brexit support schemes provided by her Depart-
ment and agencies under her remit; and the amount allocated and expended on each scheme 
annually since they were established in tabular form. [40342/19]

03/10/2019WRF05200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): While 
the nature of the UK’s departure from the EU still remains to be determined, Brexit continues to 
represent a significant challenge for businesses in Ireland, one which cannot be underestimated. 
That is why my Department and its agencies have put in place extensive supports, schemes and 
advisory resources to ensure that to ensure that businesses around the country are prepared for 
Brexit. These measures aim to assist businesses in identifying and managing key risk areas and 
develop practical preparatory actions regardless of the circumstances of the UK’s withdrawal 
from the EU. 

My Department’s total exchequer allocation increased by 9.1% year on year, up from €871m 
in 2018 to €950.2m for this year. This is made up of a record €620m in capital and €330.2m 
in current funding, which includes an increase of €65m in capital – up 11.7% on last year’s al-
location of €555m; and, an increase of €14.2m in current funding – almost 4.5% more than our 
2018 allocation of €316m.
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I allocated an additional €5m to the network of Local Enterprise Offices, €3m to Enterprise 
Ireland, €2m to IDA Ireland and €1m to InterTradeIreland to help businesses prepare for Brexit, 
together with funding for the longer-term Future Growth Loan Scheme and the IDA Regional 
Property Programme. I also provided extra staff for the regulatory bodies of my Department to 
ensure they are properly resourced to address the additional demands that Brexit will create.

The Local Enterprise Offices [LEOs] are the first-stop-shop for anyone seeking guidance 
and support on starting or growing their business. The LEOs have organised various events to 
enable companies to learn about the potential impacts and opportunities of Brexit. 

In addition, 1,017 LEO clients have received one-to-one mentoring solely focused on Brex-
it. Technical Assistance Grants for Micro Export are offered as an incentive for LEO clients to 
explore and develop new market opportunities. 729 LEO clients have been approved for the 
Technical Assistance Grant. 

The Local Enterprise Office interactive one day Prepare Your Business for Customs work-
shop helps businesses understand the key customs concepts, documentation and processes re-
quired to succeed in a post Brexit environment. 917 Participants have so far attended this Cus-
toms Training.

InterTrade Ireland also plays a major role as part of Ireland’s Brexit response and offers 
Brexit-related advisory services to eligible businesses. So far this year, more than 4,500 SMEs 
have directly engaged with the Brexit Advisory Service.  

ITI offers a Brexit Planning Voucher and Brexit Implementation Voucher schemes, which 
enables businesses to get professional advice on how best to plan, prepare and implement for 
the UK’s withdrawal from the European Union. These supports help businesses obtain ad-
vice on specific areas such as tariffs, currency management, regulatory and customs issues and 
movement of labour, goods and services. 

ITI Brexit Start to Plan vouchers are worth up to €2,250 (inclusive of VAT) each. Over 1,800 
businesses have applied for a Brexit Start to Plan voucher, of which over 1,600 have been ap-
proved. ITI new Brexit Implementation Voucher provides financial support up to £5,000/€5,625 
(inclusive of VAT), with InterTradeIreland paying 50%. This will allow businesses to imple-
ment critical changes making them better prepared to deal with a new trading relationship.

In August, ITI launched a new advertising campaign and a new online resource to encour-
age and assist firms in preparing for Brexit. The online “Bitesize Brexit” resource is a one-stop-
shop for cross-border traders, presenting information in easily digestible segments and includes 
specific actions businesses should take in preparing for Brexit.

The Brexit Loan Scheme was launched in March of 2018. The Scheme, using a combination 
of Irish Exchequer and EU guarantees, leveraged up to €300 million of lending at a maximum 
interest rate 4% at a cost to the Exchequer of €23 million - €14 million provided by my Depart-
ment and €9 million provided by Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

The Brexit Loan Scheme provides relatively short-term working capital, 1 to 3 years, to 
eligible businesses with up to 499 employees to help them to innovate, change or adapt to miti-
gate their Brexit challenges. Businesses can confirm their eligibility with the Strategic Banking 
Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) and, if deemed eligible, can apply to one of the participating 
finance providers for a loan under the scheme.  

As at 27 September, there have been 816 applications for eligibility under the scheme, of 
which 738 have been approved to date by SBCI. 194 of those applications have progressed to 
sanction at bank value, to a total value of €43.52 million.
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The Future Growth Loan Scheme launched in March of this year. The scheme provides a 
longer-term facility, 8 to 10 years, of up to €300m to support strategic capital investment for 
a post-Brexit environment by business at competitive rates. This scheme is jointly funded by 
the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (€37.2 million) and the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine (€24.8 million) at a total cost to the Exchequer of €62 million. 

This scheme is available to eligible businesses in Ireland and the primary agriculture (farm-
ers) and seafood sectors to support strategic long-term investment. The Strategic Banking Cor-
poration of Ireland, the scheme operator, opened for eligibility applications on 17 April and up 
to 27 September it had received 1,353 eligibility applications and issued 1,283 eligibility letters.

Enterprise Ireland has established a Prepare for Brexit online portal and communications 
campaign, as well as an online “Brexit SME Scorecard” to help Irish businesses self-asses their 
exposure to Brexit and a “Be Prepared Grant” to support SME clients in planning to mitigate 
risks arising from Brexit. It has also launched a new Eurozone Strategy to help SMEs broaden 
their export footprint beyond the UK.

Over 6,500 business have used Enterprise Ireland’s Brexit Scorecard to date and 85% of EI 
client firms have a plan in place, while 216 applications for the Be Prepared grant have been 
approved. 288 EI clients have received funding under its “Act On” programme, which supports 
the engagement of a consultant to help clients identify weaknesses and improve resilience. EI 
has also hosted 16 Brexit Advisory Clinics. 

EI also launched a Customs Insights Online course at the beginning of the year. This is a 
new online training support to help all businesses understand how customs work including the 
documentation and process required to operate and succeed post Brexit. The Customs Insights 
course explains in clear and simple terms the main customs rules and included the key actions 
companies can take to prepare for customs after Brexit and the options from Revenue that are 
available to make the customs process more efficient. This will be available for any company 
to use whether they are importers or exporters and also whether they are agency clients or not. 
There have been over 1,700 Customs Insights Course participants.

Enterprise Ireland also recently published 12 ‘Brexit Essential’ questions aimed at helping 
exporting businesses further prepare and take action ahead of the UK’s impending withdrawal 
from the EU.  The Brexit Essentials campaign highlights the key questions and documentation 
that businesses need to address in order to trade successfully with the UK post 31 October.

My Department, together with the Department of Education and Skills,  in association with 
key industry partners, also launched a new support measure to help customs agents, intermedi-
aries and affected Irish businesses develop the capacity to deal with the additional customs re-
quirements due to the UK’s departure from the EU. The new initiative is called Clear Customs, 
and it comprises of a free customs training programme provided through Skillnet and a financial 
support payment from Enterprise Ireland to assist with the costs of recruiting and assigning staff 
to customs roles in addition to necessary customs IT requirements. To the 27 of September, 168 
applications have been made to access financial support through the scheme.

While I have seen a very positive uptake of the supports available, I am conscious that the 
delays to Brexit may have led businesses to defer their immediate planning. However, the UK’s 
exit from the EU will mean changes for Irish businesses. I want businesses to know that my 
Department and its agencies are here to help.  The existing supports, schemes and advice are in 
place to ensure that businesses are prepared for any Brexit scenario.

The first table attached sets out the uptake of the different Brexit-related supports available 
through the Department and its agencies as at 27 September 2019.



3 October 2019

71

The second table attached sets out the respective exchequer increases in allocations to ITI, 
EI, IDA and the LEOs between 2018 and 2019 and the cost/expenditure of the supports avail-
able. Whilst these increases are not all due to Brexit, they are mainly provided to assist the 
enterprise agencies in their responses to the challenges posed by Brexit.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-03_pq-117-3-10-19_en.docx”>Brexit Schemes and Expenditure</a>]

03/10/2019WRF05300Brexit Supports

03/10/2019WRF05400118. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of businesses that have applied for working capital under the Brexit loan scheme; 
the number of such businesses that have been sanctioned financing to date; and the total value. 
[40343/19]

03/10/2019WRF05500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Brexit Loan Scheme provides affordable working capital to eligible businesses with up to 499 
employees that are or will be Brexit impacted and which meet the scheme criteria.  The €23 
million exchequer funding announced in the 2018 Budget has been leveraged to provide a fund 
of up to €300 million over the lifetime of the scheme. 

The scheme features a two-stage application process. First, businesses must apply to the 
Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) to confirm their eligibility for the scheme. 
Businesses can use guidelines provided on the SBCI website to determine if they are eligible, 
and if so, to complete the eligibility form. The SBCI assesses the applications and successful 
applicants receive an eligibility reference number.

Successful applicants can then apply for a loan under the scheme with one of the participat-
ing finance providers using their eligibility reference number. Participating finance providers 
are the Bank of Ireland, Ulster Bank and Allied Irish Bank. Approval of loans is subject to the 
finance providers’ own credit policies and procedures.  

As at close of business 27 September 2019, 816 businesses have applied for eligibility under 
the Brexit Loan Scheme. 738 of the applications received were approved and received eligibil-
ity codes and 194 businesses have been sanctioned financing to date with a total value of €43.52 
million. It should be noted that 153 of total applications received relate to repeat / duplicate 
applications. The high level of repeat applications would suggest that businesses see a value in 
having approved eligibility for the scheme but are not proceeding to bank sanction  until they 
actually need the working capital support.

03/10/2019WRF05600Brexit Supports

03/10/2019WRF05700119. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of businesses that have applied to the future growth loan scheme; the number of 
businesses that have been sanctioned financing to date; and the total value. [40344/19]

03/10/2019WRF05800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Future Growth Loan Scheme makes up to €300 million worth of loans available with a term of 
eight to ten years and is open to eligible Irish businesses, including those in the primary agricul-
ture and seafood sectors, to support strategic long-term investment. Finance provided under the 
scheme is competitively priced and has favourable terms, for example, no security is required 
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for loans up to €500,000. 

The scheme has been developed by my Department and the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine in partnership with the Department of Finance, the Strategic Banking 
Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) and the European Investment Fund.  

Loans to businesses under the scheme can be used to fund investments in equipment, ma-
chinery, buildings and associated overhead costs for organisational and/or process innovation.  
Loans to primary agriculture under the scheme can be used to fund investment in tangible and 
intangible assets on agricultural holdings linked to primary agricultural production.

The Future Growth Loan Scheme features a two-stage application process. Applications for 
eligibility under the scheme is made through the SBCI website. The SBCI assesses the applica-
tions and successful applicants are issued an eligibility reference number.

Eligible businesses may then apply for a loan under the scheme with one of the participating 
finance providers using the eligibility reference number. Approval of loans under this scheme is 
subject to the finance providers’ own credit policies and procedures.

As at 27 September 2019, there have been 1,353 applications for eligibility under the 
scheme, of which 1,283 have been approved to date by SBCI. 270 of those applications have 
progressed to sanction at bank value, to a total value of €43.8 million.

03/10/2019WRF05900Work Permits Applications

03/10/2019WRF06000120. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if a new application for a work permit will be considered in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40380/19]

03/10/2019WRF06100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): An 
application for an employment permit by the named person will be considered should such an 
application be made, subject to the application fulfilling all relevant criteria.  

In order to apply for an employment permit a non-EEA national must have secured a job 
offer for an eligible occupation from an Irish registered employer.

Details on how to apply for an employment permit are available on my Department’s web-
site at the following link -   https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Workplace-and-Skills/Employ-
ment-Permits/.

In order to assist with the application process, the Department has produced a suite of in-
formation including various checklist documents, a ‘User Guide’ to our online application sys-
tem and a comprehensive FAQ Document which answers the most common queries received 
regarding employment permits.  All this information can be found in the Employment Permit 
section of my Department’s website at www.dbei.gov.ie     

03/10/2019WRG00200Work Permits Applications

03/10/2019WRG00300121. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if an application for a work permit will be considered in the case of a person (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40384/19]
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03/10/2019WRG00400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): There 
does not appear to be a current employment permit application for the named person (details 
supplied). 

An application for an employment permit by the named person will be considered should 
such an application be made, subject to the application fulfilling all relevant criteria.  

In order to apply for an employment permit a non-EEA national must have secured a job 
offer for an eligible occupation from an Irish registered employer.

Details on how to apply for an employment permit are available on my Department’s web-
site at the following link

https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Workplace-and-Skills/Employment-Permits/.

In order to assist with the application process, the Department has produced a suite of in-
formation including various checklist documents, a ‘User Guide’ to our online application sys-
tem and a comprehensive FAQ Document which answers the most common queries received 
regarding employment permits.  All this information can be found in the Employment Permit 
section of my Department’s website at www.dbei.gov.ie.

03/10/2019WRG00500Brexit Data

03/10/2019WRG00600122. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of applicants and participants in Brexit schemes and supports provided by her Depart-
ment or agencies under the remit of her Department up to the end of quarter three 2019 in tabu-
lar form; and the amount allocated and expended to each such scheme in each year since being 
established. [40439/19]

03/10/2019WRG00700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
the nature of the UK’s departure from the EU still remains to be determined, Brexit continues to 
represent a significant challenge for businesses in Ireland, one which cannot be underestimated. 
That is why my Department and its agencies have put in place extensive supports, schemes and 
advisory resources to ensure that businesses around the country are prepared for Brexit. These 
measures aim to assist businesses in identifying and managing key risk areas and develop prac-
tical preparatory actions regardless of the circumstances of the UK’s withdrawal from the EU. 

My Department’s total exchequer allocation increased by 9.1% year on year, up from €871m 
to €950.2m. This is made up of a record €620m in capital and €330.2m in current funding, 
which includes an increase of €65m in capital – up 11.7% on last year’s allocation of €555m; 
and, an increase of €14.2m in current – almost 4.5% more than our 2018 allocation of €316m.

I allocated an additional €5m to the network of Local Enterprise Offices (LEO’s), €3m to 
Enterprise Ireland, €2m to IDA Ireland and €1m to InterTradeIreland to help businesses pre-
pare for Brexit, together with funding for the longer-term Future Growth Loan Scheme and the 
IDA Regional Property Programme. I also provided extra staff for the regulatory bodies of my 
Department to ensure they are properly resourced to address the additional demands that Brexit 
will create.

The LEOs are the first-stop-shop for anyone seeking guidance and support on starting or 
growing their business. The LEOs have organised various events to enable companies to learn 
about the potential impacts and opportunities of Brexit. 

In addition, 1,017 LEO clients have received one-to-one mentoring solely focused on Brex-
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it. Technical Assistance Grants for Micro Export are offered as an incentive for LEO clients to 
explore and develop new market opportunities. 729 LEO clients have been approved for the 
Technical Assistance Grant. 

The Local Enterprise Office interactive one day Prepare Your Business for Customs work-
shop helps businesses understand the key customs concepts, documentation and processes re-
quired to succeed in a post Brexit environment.  To date, 917 participants have attended this 
customs training.

InterTrade Ireland also plays a major role as part of Ireland’s Brexit response and offers 
Brexit-related advisory services to eligible businesses. So far this year, more than 4,500 SMEs 
have directly engaged with the Brexit Advisory Service.  

ITI offers a Brexit Planning Voucher and Brexit Implementation Voucher schemes, which 
enables businesses to get professional advice on how best to plan, prepare and implement for 
the UK’s withdrawal from the European Union. These supports help businesses obtain ad-
vice on specific areas such as tariffs, currency management, regulatory and customs issues and 
movement of labour, goods and services. 

ITI Brexit Start to Plan vouchers are worth up to €2,250 (inclusive of VAT) each. Over 1,800 
businesses have applied for a Brexit Start to Plan voucher, of which over 1,600 have been ap-
proved. ITI new Brexit Implementation Voucher provides financial support up to £5,000/€5,625 
(inclusive of VAT), with InterTradeIreland paying 50%. This will allow businesses to imple-
ment critical changes making them better prepared to deal with a new trading relationship.

In August, ITI launched a new advertising campaign and a new online resource to encour-
age and assist firms in preparing for Brexit. The online “Bitesize Brexit” resource is a one-stop-
shop for cross-border traders, presenting information in easily digestible segments and includes 
specific actions businesses should take in preparing for Brexit.

The Brexit Loan Scheme was launched in March of 2018. The Scheme, using a combination 
of Irish Exchequer and EU guarantees, leveraged up to €300 million of lending at a maximum 
interest rate 4% at a cost to the Exchequer of €23 million - €14 million provided by my Depart-
ment and €9 million provided by Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

The Brexit Loan Scheme provides relatively short-term working capital, 1 to 3 years, to 
eligible businesses with up to 499 employees to help them to innovate, change or adapt to miti-
gate their Brexit challenges. Businesses can confirm their eligibility with the Strategic Banking 
Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) and, if deemed eligible, can apply to one of the participating 
finance providers for a loan under the scheme.  

As at 27 September, there have been 816 applications for eligibility under the scheme, of 
which 738 have been approved to date by SBCI.  Some 194 of those applications have pro-
gressed to sanction at bank value, to a total value of €43.52 million.

Of the approved applications to date, 153 were reapplications as eligibility expires after four 
months.

The Future Growth Loan Scheme launched in March of this year. The scheme provides a 
longer-term facility, 8 to 10 years, of up to €300m to support strategic capital investment for a 
post-Brexit environment by business at competitive rates. This scheme is jointly funded by my 
Department (€37.2 million) and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (€24.8 
million) at a total cost to the Exchequer of €62 million.

This scheme is available to eligible businesses in Ireland and the primary agriculture (farm-
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ers) and seafood sectors to support strategic long-term investment. The Strategic Banking Cor-
poration of Ireland, the scheme operator, opened for eligibility applications on 17 April and up 
to 27 September it received 1,353 eligibility applications and issued 1,283 eligibility letters.

Enterprise Ireland has established a Prepare for Brexit online portal and communications 
campaign, as well as an online “Brexit SME Scorecard” to help Irish businesses self-asses their 
exposure to Brexit and a “Be Prepared Grant” to support SME clients in planning to mitigate 
risks arising from Brexit. It has also launched a new Eurozone Strategy to help SMEs broaden 
their export footprint beyond the UK.

Over 6,500 business have used Enterprise Ireland’s Brexit Scorecard to date and 85% of EI 
client firms have a plan in place, while 216 applications for the Be Prepared grant have been 
approved. Some 288 EI clients have received funding under its “Act On” programme, which 
supports the engagement of a consultant to help clients identify weaknesses and improve resil-
ience. EI has also hosted 16 Brexit Advisory Clinics. 

EI also launched a Customs Insights Online course at the beginning of the year. This is a 
new online training support to help all businesses understand how customs work including the 
documentation and process required to operate and succeed post Brexit. The Customs Insights 
course explains in clear and simple terms the main customs rules and included the key actions 
companies can take to prepare for customs after Brexit and the options from Revenue that are 
available to make the customs process more efficient. This will be available for any company 
to use whether they are importers or exporters and also whether they are agency clients or not. 
There have been over 1,700 Customs Insights Course participants.

Enterprise Ireland also recently revealed 12 ‘Brexit Essential’ questions aimed at helping 
exporting businesses further prepare and take action ahead of the UK’s impending withdrawal 
from the EU.  The Brexit Essentials campaign highlights the key questions and documentation 
that businesses need to address in order to trade successfully with the UK post 31 October.

The Government, in association with key industry partners, also launched a new support 
measure to help customs agents, intermediaries and affected Irish businesses develop the ca-
pacity to deal with the additional customs requirements due to the UK’s departure from the 
EU. The new initiative is called Clear Customs, and it comprises of a free customs training 
programme provided through Skillnet and a financial support payment from Enterprise Ireland 
to assist with the costs of recruiting and assigning staff to customs roles in addition to necessary 
customs IT requirements. To the 27 of September, 168 applications have been made to access 
financial support through the scheme.

While I have seen a very positive uptake of the supports available, I am conscious that the 
delays to Brexit may have led businesses to defer their immediate planning. However, the UK’s 
exit from the EU will mean changes for Irish businesses. I want businesses to know that my 
Department and its agencies are here to help.  The existing supports, schemes and advice are in 
place to ensure that businesses are prepared for any Brexit scenario.

The first table sets out the uptake of the different Brexit-related supports available through 
the Department and its agencies as at 27 September 2019.

The second table sets out the respective exchequer increases in allocations to ITI, EI, IDA 
and the LEOs between 2018 and 2019 and the cost/expenditure of the supports available. Whilst 
these increases are not all due to Brexit, they are mainly provided to assist the enterprise agen-
cies in their responses to the challenges posed by Brexit.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumen-
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tation/2019-10-03_pq122-03-10-19-sch_en.docx”>Brexit preparedness supports - uptake of 
available schemes 27.09.2019</a>]

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-03_pq122-03-10-19-exp_en.docx”>Brexit preparedness supports - expenditure 
- 26.07.2019</a>]

03/10/2019WRG00800State Aid

03/10/2019WRG00900123. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if she 
will request, at European level, changes to State aid thresholds to protect enterprises, exporting 
companies and related jobs here from a hard Brexit WTO scenario in view of the fact that a 
no-deal Brexit remains a possibility and the UK may assume third country status. [40440/19]

03/10/2019WRG01000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
While the nature of the UK’s exit from the EU still remains to be resolved, Brexit continues to 
represent a significant challenge for businesses in Ireland. In response my Department and its 
agencies have put in place extensive supports, schemes and advisory resources to ensure that all 
business sectors around the country are prepared for Brexit and jobs are protected. 

My Department has been working closely with the EU Commission and DG Competition 
since November 2017 through the Irish/EU Technical Working Group on State Aid. The Group 
comprises senior representatives from DG Comp, my Department, the Department of Agricul-
ture, Food and the Marine and Enterprise Ireland.  Its objective has been to scope and design 
schemes to support enterprises impacted by Brexit in line with State Aid rules. 

Through the mechanism of the Technical Working Group Ireland has fully utilised the pro-
visions of the State aid framework to enable the investment by Enterprise Ireland of €74 million 
in 2018 in Brexit impacted businesses.  Options available through the Agriculture Guidelines 
are also being developed to support large food companies. 

Earlier this year I met with Commissioner Vestager.  The focus of the meeting centred 
around the severe challenges that Irish businesses will face when the UK leaves the EU and the 
need for appropriate and timely State supports.   It was agreed that Irish officials will continue 
to work closely with the Commissioner’s team in addressing any State aid issues that may arise 
to ensure a rapid and appropriate response as the ultimate shape of Brexit and its firm-level 
implication become known.  The Commissioner emphasised that the Commission stands ready 
to act urgently in mitigation against the impacts of Brexit on Irish firms.

Should further issues arise that require an approach that does not fit within the existing State 
aid rules, this will be raised as part of these Working Group discussions.

03/10/2019WRG01100Brexit Staff

03/10/2019WRG01200124. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of Brexit staff hired by her Department and agencies under the remit of her Department 
in each of the years 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019 further to the announcement of additional 
staff recruitment as a Brexit measure in budgets 2017, 2018 and 2019; and the number of new 
staff hires and replacement staff, respectively in tabular form. [40441/19]

03/10/2019WRG01300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): With 
regard to my own Department, a dedicated Brexit Unit was established in 2016 and is led at 
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Assistant Secretary level within the EU Affairs, Trade Policy and Licensing Division, to coor-
dinate and represent the Departmental and Agencies response to Brexit.  The Unit also leads on 
engagement with a broad range of stakeholders to inform and validate our response to Brexit.  

When the unit was set up in 2016 it consisted of three staff, one Principal Officer, one As-
sistant Principal Officer and one Higher Executive Officer. Additional staffing of two Assistant 
Principal Officers, one Higher Executive Officer and one Clerical Officer were appointed in 
2017. The Department also appointed a further AO to the Unit in early 2019 but this position 
has recently become vacant.

Also within this Division, two officials (Assistant Principal Officer and Administrative Of-
ficer) working in the Trade Policy Unit are assigned to Brexit related trade matters as part of 
their portfolios.

In the Division with responsibility for Indigenous Enterprise, two posts were approved (As-
sistant Principal Officer and Administrative Officer) to work solely on Brexit mitigation mea-
sures to support business impacted by Brexit. A team of three was approved to establish a new 
Getting Business Brexit Ready Unit. This unit was comprised of one Assistant Principal Officer, 
one Administrative Officer and one Executive Officer. All three appointments were made in 
January 2019. A decision was later made to subsume the AP role into our Communications team 
to promote awareness of DBEI Brexit supports to all businesses in Ireland. 

Staff expertise is also being drawn from across a number of different policy areas of the 
Department in shaping our Brexit response and a number of areas that are most impacted have 
been assigned additional staff including but not exclusively to deal with Brexit. We are continu-
ally prioritising the Brexit challenges and will actively keep the staffing requirements under 
review through workforce planning.

I have set out in the table below the number of staff appointed to Brexit related positions 
in my Department and in the Agencies under its remit during 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019.

In relation to the second part of the Deputy’s question, it is not possible to provide the num-
bers for all new hires and replacement staff for my Department and all of its Agencies in the 
time allotted. However, the information is listed in the second following table for those who 
had this information available. I have asked the Agencies to provide the remaining information 
and will make this available to the Deputy when returns have been compiled. I have supplied 
the total headcount for my Department and each of the relevant agencies in the table below for 
further information.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-03_pq124-03-10-19-brp_en.docx”>Brexit related positions</a>]

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-03_pq124-03-10-19-nhrs_en.docx”>New Hires and Replacement Staff</a>]

03/10/2019WRG01400Trade Agreements

03/10/2019WRG01500125. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
status of the recent issues discussed at the EU Competitiveness Council meeting in Brussels; 
the decisions regarding recent trade agreements agreed or being negotiated; and the status of 
discussions on trade with the United States of America and developments regarding proposed 
duties on EU imports. [40442/19]
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03/10/2019WRG01600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I re-
cently attended the Informal meeting of Trade Ministers which took place on 1st October 2019 
in Brussels.  Ministers discussed the critical situation in the WTO, and EU collective efforts 
regarding its reform and on-going negotiations.  Ministers also discussed related trade matters 
involving the United States.  In addition, the EU Commission updated Trade Ministers on the 
preparation of the third annual report on the implementation of EU trade agreements.  Finally, 
Ministers discussed the next steps in the EU agreement with Mercosur.

In relation to the Deputy’s request for an update on recent EU trade agreements, the latest 
up-to-date information on specific FTAs is as follows: 

EU-Canada (CETA) – The 21st September marked the second anniversary of the Agree-
ment’s ‘provisional application’, under which EU/Irish companies gain access to the removal 
of customs duties and substantially improved access to the Canadian public procurement mar-
ket.  CETA also opened up new sectors of the Canadian services market, reduced regulatory 
barriers and provided more transparent rules for market access.  Ireland already has a strong 
trading relationship with Canada which is reflected in the €3.2 billion worth of annual trade 
between both countries.  The value of Irish exports to Canada is worth €2.4 billion whilst the 
value of Irish imports from Canada is worth €780 million.  

EU-Japan - The EU-Japan Economic Partnership (EPA) was signed in Tokyo on the 17th 
July 2018.  The European Parliament and Japan’s National Diet voted to ratify the EPA in 
December 2018 and the Agreement entered into force on 1st February 2019.  The Agreement 
provides for tariff reductions to be delivered on a phased basis over a period of up to 15 years.  
It will open up new opportunities for Irish exporters and companies across a wide range of sec-
tors, including the agri-food sector, which will see particular benefits with new access for dairy 
products and beef.  It will also facilitate greater ease in doing business in the financial services, 
med-tech, and green energy sectors and across the full range of trade interests that Ireland and 
Japan share.  The Agreement also creates opportunities for Irish-based manufacturers in our 
pharmaceutical sector through an expansion of existing Mutual Recognition Agreement (MRA) 
on Good Manufacturing Practice to cover new pharmaceutical products.

EU-Singapore - The EU-Singapore Free Trade Agreement (FTA) was signed by the EU 
and Singapore at the 12th Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) Summit on 19th October 2018.  The 
FTA was ratified by the European Parliament on 12th   February 2019.  The aim is for the FTA 
to enter into force during 2019.  The deal goes beyond many previously negotiated free trade 
accords in committing to open up public procurement, an area where the EU and Ireland has 
many leading suppliers, and agreeing on technical standards in areas such as motor vehicles, 
electronics and green technologies.  Irish-owned SMEs are developing strong trade links with 
Singapore and this trade is growing steadily.  

EU-Vietnam – An FTA was successfully negotiated with Vietnam in 2015.  The European 
Commission and Vietnam signed the deal on the 30th   June 2019 in Hanoi.  The hope is that it 
will be ratified by the European Parliament during 2019.  The EU-Vietnam FTA will eliminate 
over 99% of tariffs and will unlock a market with huge potential for Irish exports.  The FTA 
will also create opportunities by addressing other barriers to trade and will address trade-related 
areas such as public procurement, regulatory issues, competition, services, investment, intellec-
tual property rights, and sustainable development.  The Agreement creates opportunities for the 
Irish Agri-food sector, in particular. Ireland’s food exports to Vietnam have grown considerably 
in recent years and the FTA will support further growth.  There are opportunities for Ireland to 
grow exports in dairy products, pork, seafood, and alcoholic beverages by taking advantage of 
reduced tariffs under the FTA.  Currently tariffs on EU exports of spirits to Vietnam are particu-
larly high at 48% and will be eliminated under the FTA. The elimination of tariffs of 15% on 
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frozen pork products is also significant for Irish producers.

EU-Mexico - On the 21st   April 2018, the EU and Mexico announced that they had reached 
Political Agreement in their negotiations to modernise the existing EU-Mexico Global Agree-
ment to broaden its scope to include regulatory cooperation, more trade in agriculture and food, 
common phytosanitary standards (food safety and animal and plant health), sustainable devel-
opment, rules of origin, public procurement.  The EU and Mexico hope to finalise the full legal 
text before the end of the year.  The final text will be reviewed by lawyers from both parties, a 
process called “legal scrubbing”.  After this, the agreement will be submitted for the approval 
of EU Member States and of the European Parliament before signature.  The Agreement will 
provide a platform to increase Irish exports to Mexico, this will be significant for Ireland’s 
important Agri-food sector especially for dairy, pork and beef products.  Ireland is a significant 
exporter to Mexico of powdered milk and milk derivatives.  There are also many exciting op-
portunities in Mexico for Irish businesses including in the automotive, aeronautics, electronics, 
financial and telecommunications sector.

EU-Mercosur - The EU recently reached political agreement in their negotiations with the 
Mercosur region (Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay, and Paraguay).  The EU-Mercosur Agreement 
is the EU’s largest trade deal to date.  The Agreement covers a population of over 770 million 
with trade in goods and services valued at €122 billion.  It aims to reduced and, in some areas, 
eliminate trade tariffs between the EU and the Mercosur region.  In 2018, Ireland exported 
€0.5 billion worth of goods to the Mercosur region.  In 2017 – the latest year for which data 
is available – services exports to Mercosur totalled almost €1.5 billion.  Trade with this region 
has grown by 19% in the period 2010 to 2016.  The EU-Mercosur Agreement will, we antici-
pate, allow Irish exporters to expand faster, and will open opportunities across a wide range of 
sectors – in business services, chemicals, machinery, medical devices and processed food and 
dairy.  This Agreement will see a significant reduction or elimination of tariffs and barriers to 
trade that will allow a cross flow of trading and investment between Ireland and the rest of the 
EU, and the Mercosur region.  The EU-Mercosur Free Trade Agreement will make exports from 
Ireland more attractive and potentially increase the demand for Irish products.  

As the Deputy will be aware from Debates in this House before the summer Recess, the 
TRQ agreed in respect of beef is more than we would have wished for.  Equally, there was much 
debate about the environmental sustainability elements of the Agreement.  

The final text of the Agreement will be reviewed by lawyers from both parties, a process 
called “legal scrubbing” and translated into the various EU and Mercosur languages.  After this, 
the agreement will be submitted for the approval of EU Member States and of the European 
Parliament before signature - a process we believe will take 2 years based on previous FTAs.  

The Government has committed to a full independent economic impact analysis, and to an 
environmental impact assessment of the deal, in the meantime.

EU-Australia - Negotiations for an FTA with Australia commenced in July 2018.  Four 
rounds of negotiations have been held with the most recent taking place 1st-5th July 2019.  The 
fifth round is scheduled to take place the week commencing the 14th October.  Good progress 
has been made across many areas to date, however, more challenging discussions are also an-
ticipated on sensitive issues such as recognition of the EU’s Geographic Indicators for food and 
beverages, and in finding agreement on the structure of tariff offers.  

EU-New Zealand – Negotiations for an FTA with New Zealand also commenced in 2018. 
To date there have been four rounds of negotiations with the most recent taking place from 
13th-17th May 2019 in Wellington. Overall, progress has been constructive with some chapters 
capable of being closed and the negotiation continuing with the date of the next round yet to be 
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agreed.  

EU-Chile – Negotiations for a trade agreement with Chile were launched in November 
2017.  There have been four rounds of discussions to date, the latest taking place in Santiago 
de Chile 1– 5 April 2019. Over the course of the round the negotiating teams discussed all the 
issues covered by the Agreement.  

EU- Indonesia - The first FTA negotiations with Indonesia took place in September 
2016.  The eighth round of negotiations took place in Jakarta from 17th-21st   June 2019.  The 
negotiations are approximately at the half-way point.  Good progress has been made in a num-
ber of areas, however, more challenging discussions lie ahead.  The ninth round of negotiations 
is expected to be held in early December 2019. 

In relation to EU-US discussion on trade, on the 25th July 2018, European Commission 
President Juncker and President Trump met in Washington to launch a new phase in the close 
friendship and strong trade relations between the United States and the European Union.  They 
agreed a Joint EU-US Statement to:

-  work together toward zero tariffs, zero non-tariff barriers, and zero subsidies (on non-auto 
industrial goods) and to work to reduce barriers and increase trade in services, chemicals, phar-
maceuticals, medical products, as well as soybeans,

-  strengthen strategic energy cooperation to potentially increase US imports of (LNG) to 
diversify the EU’s energy supply,

-  launch a close dialogue on standards to ease trade barriers, reduce bureaucratic obstacles, 
and slash costs, and

-  work closely together with like-minded partners to reform the WTO and to address unfair 
trading practices, including intellectual property theft, forced technology transfer, industrial 
subsidies, distortions created by state owned enterprises, and overcapacity.

An EU-US Executive Working Group (EWG), was established on foot of the July joint 
statement, co-chaired by EU Trade Commissioner Cecelia Malmström and the US Trade Rep-
resentative Robert Lighthizer, as the vehicle for carrying forward this joint agenda.  The EWG 
has met over a dozen occasions most recently in New York on 24th   September 2019.

On 15th April 2019, the EU Council voted by qualified majority to approve the negotiating 
directives for the commencement of trade negotiations with the US in the sectors of conformity 
assessment and the removal of tariffs on industrial goods.  The approval of the negotiating di-
rectives was a key step on the road to a possible future limited trade agreement between the EU 
and US.

On 25th July 2019 the European Commission released a progress report – available on the 
DG Trade website - on the work of the EWG in delivering on the EU-US Joint Statement July 
2018. Entitled “Greater together: Slashing billions in industrial tariffs and boosting transatlantic 
trade”, this is the second progress report since the formation of the EWG.  The report under-
lines the fact that there has been concrete progress made in EU-US trading relationship in the 
areas of conformity assessment (full implementation of the Mutual Recognition Agreement on 
Pharmaceuticals) and cooperation on increasing EU purchasing of US soya beans.  There have 
also been positive conversations around medical devices and cybersecurity.  While these areas 
of progress are encouraging, no progress had been achieved in the area of Industrial Goods. 
The USTR has made clear to Commissioner Malmström that the US will not engage on this 
strand as a future deal will not be acceptable to Congress, without Agriculture being included.  
The relevant EU Negotiating Directive, or mandate, drawn up in accordance with the July 2018 
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agreement between the US and EU Commission Presidents, makes clear that Agriculture is not 
comprehended by the discussions.  Therefore, progress on Conformity Assessment is certainly 
more achievable, but more engagement with the US is required.  

US “Section 232” tariffs on steel and aluminium imports from the EU remain in place.  Ad-
ditionally, President Trump delayed by 6 months, to November 2019, the imposition of tariffs 
on automotive and automotive parts imports from the EU to allow US trade officials to attempt 
to negotiate a solution to what the US sees as a matter of national security – that is, that the 
importation of autos and auto-parts is a threat to US national security, a position the EU cannot 
accept.  While the US has signalled its view the commencement of a new EU Commission term 
in November 2019 is an opportunity to re-engage on trade matters, the EU have been clear that 
there is no mandate from Member States to revisit the existing Negotiating Directives to discuss 
agriculture. 

While the position of both parties regarding agriculture remains a barrier to significant prog-
ress in terms of negotiating an agreement on industrial goods, there has been progress both 
through the aforementioned EWG and the recent renegotiation of the “Hilton” Beef quota be-
tween the EU and US.  This agreement does not change the overall volume, quality or safety of 
beef imported into the EU; rather it allocates a larger share of the WTO quota (35,000 tonnes 
out of a total of 45,000 tonnes) to the United States, phased in over a period of 7 years.  The 
quota was an interim solution put in place some years ago to address a longstanding dispute 
between the EU and the US regarding the EU’s ban on the importation of hormone beef into the 
EU.  This agreement regarding the redistribution of the Hilton Quota is the result of consider-
able negotiations between all interested countries.

In relation to the Deputy’s Question regarding proposed duties on EU imports, these relate 
to cases where both the EU and the US have been found at fault by the WTO in relation to 
providing certain subsidies to their aircraft manufacturers, Airbus and Boeing, respectively.  In 
that regard, the WTO this week published their Arbitration findings in the Airbus case which ef-
fectively authorised the US to apply retaliatory measures up to the value of $7.5 billion annually 
against the EU.  As this dispute relates to the aircraft manufacturing sector, the primary target 
for US remedial tariffs would be aircraft manufacturing, however, the US can apply retaliatory 
measures to a wider range of goods exported by EU Member States.

As International Trade Policy is a competence of the EU Commission under the EU Trea-
ties, the EU Commission takes the lead on this issue taking into account the views of individual 
Member States and the collective good of the Union.  Therefore, Ireland continues to be en-
gaged with the Commission, both at a Ministerial and Official level on these issues. Indeed, 
as recently as Tuesday of this week, I attended the EU Council of Trade Ministers’ meeting 
in Brussels where, among other items, EU Ministers discussed our concerns on these Aircraft 
cases and I articulated Ireland’s particular concerns.  In that regard, the European Commission 
has consistently communicated to the US that the EU is ready to work with them to agree on 
a fair and balanced solution for our respective aircraft industries.  As recently as this July, the 
EU shared concrete proposals with the US for a new regime on aircraft subsidies, and a way 
forward on existing compliance obligations on both sides, to avoid a round of tit-for-tar tariffs 
as the EU will have a similar option against the US in some 6/9 months when an Arbitrator 
determines the quantum of damage to EU industry US subsidies to Boeing has caused. So far, 
regretfully, the US has not engaged. Nonetheless, Ireland’s preference, as I and my Government 
colleagues as well as my officials have articulated, along with the EU, is for a negotiated settle-
ment to be reached on these issues.

Initial analysis by my Department of the US list of products on which it proposes to apply 
tariffs on foot of the Airbus Arbitration findings published this week is that Irish exporters of 
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certain cheese products, pork products, butter and Irish Cream Liqueurs will be subject to ad-
ditional import duties of 25%.  On the other hand, despite earlier lists published by the US, Irish 
Whiskey appears not to be included among the current measures.

My Department has engaged with colleagues in the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine, as well as industry and its Enterprise Agencies in relation to the implications for Irish 
business of the US proposals here.  In parallel, Government has highlighted our concerns in 
bilateral engagements with US interlocuters in Dublin and Washington, intensively over recent 
months. The issue of the tariffs was also raised during the US Presidential and Vice-Presidential 
visits this year.  I and my officials, as well as colleagues in the Department of Foreign Affairs 
& Trade and Agriculture, Food & the Marine, continue in contact with our US counterparts in 
Dublin and Washington on these issues.

Our position remains that the mutual imposition of sanctions will only inflict damage on 
businesses and citizens on both sides of the Atlantic and harm global trade and the broader 
aviation industry at a sensitive time.  Ireland does not want to see this escalation at this time.

03/10/2019WRG01700State Aid

03/10/2019WRG01800126. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
changes to EU State aid rules as a policy lever to support exposed firms and exports from a no-
deal Brexit were discussed at the EU Competitiveness Council meeting in Brussels; and if not, 
the reason Ireland did not raise the issue. [40443/19]

03/10/2019WRG01900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
colleague Minister Breen attended the most recent Competitiveness Council meeting on 26th 
September 2019.  State Aid rules did not feature on the agenda of this meeting. The Competi-
tiveness Council is a consultative committee and is not a forum for direct representations from 
Member States.   Changes to State Aid rules is therefore not part of the remit of the Council.

However, my Department and its agencies are providing extensive supports, schemes and 
advice to ensure that businesses are prepared for Brexit.  My Department has been working 
closely with the EU Commission and DG Competition since November 2017 through the Irish/
EU Technical Working Group on State Aid which was established following a meeting between 
my predecessor, Frances Fitzgerald and the Commissioner for Competition, Margrethe Vestag-
er.  The Group comprises senior representatives from DG Comp, my Department, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and Enterprise Ireland.  Its objective has been to 
scope and design schemes to support enterprises impacted by Brexit in line with State Aid rules.  

Through the mechanism of the Technical Working Group Ireland has fully utilised the pro-
visions of the State aid framework to enable the investment by Enterprise Ireland of €74 million 
in 2018  in Brexit impacted businesses.   Options available through the Agriculture Guidelines 
are also being developed to support large food companies. 

Earlier this year I met with Commissioner Vestager.  The focus of the meeting centred 
around the severe challenges that Irish businesses will face when the UK leaves the EU and the 
need for appropriate and timely State supports.   It was agreed that Irish officials will continue 
to work closely with the Commissioner’s team in addressing any State aid issues that may arise 
to ensure a rapid and appropriate response as the ultimate shape of Brexit and its firm-level 
implication become known.  The Commissioner emphasised that the Commission stands ready 
to act urgently in mitigation against the impacts of Brexit on Irish firms.

Should further issues arise that require an approach that does not fit within the existing State 
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aid rules, this will be raised as part of these Working Group discussions.

03/10/2019WRG02000Brexit Supports

03/10/2019WRG02100127. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
latest figures regarding the Brexit SME loan scheme launched in March 2018 for each item 
(details supplied) until the end of quarter three 2019, in tabular form. [40444/19]

03/10/2019WRG02200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Brexit Loan Scheme provides affordable working capital to eligible businesses with up to 499 
employees that are or will be Brexit impacted and which meet the scheme criteria.  The €23 
million exchequer funding announced in the 2018 Budget (€14 million from my Department 
and €9 million from the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine) has been leveraged 
to provide a fund of up to €300 million over the lifetime of the scheme. 

The scheme features a two-stage application process. First, businesses must apply to the 
Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) to confirm their eligibility for the scheme. 
Businesses can use guidelines provided on the SBCI website to determine if they are eligible, 
and if so, complete the eligibility form. As part of the process, businesses must submit a busi-
ness plan, demonstrating the means by which they intend to innovate, change or adapt to meet 
their Brexit challenges. The SBCI assesses the applications and successful applicants receive 
an eligibility reference number.

Successful applicants can then apply for a loan under the scheme with one of the participat-
ing finance providers using their eligibility reference number. Participating finance providers 
are the Bank of Ireland, Ulster Bank and Allied Irish Bank. Approval of loans is subject to the 
finance providers’ own credit policies and procedures.  

The figures in the table below are those as to 27 September 2019. The Department receives 
a report each quarter from the SBCI on the uptake of the scheme. A number of requested figures 
have not been included in this table as they pertain to the relationship between banks and their 
client SMEs and so are beyond the remit of these reports. Some questions requested the same 
information and have, therefore, been answered once.   

Requested Details (as at 27 September 2019)

Number of businesses which have applied 
to the SBCI to confirm eligibility for the 
scheme

816*

Number of businesses which have had their 
applications assessed by SBCI

756

Number of businesses which have not had 
their applications assessed by SBCI

60

Number of businesses which have had a 
successful application and received an  eli-
gibility reference number

738

Number of businesses which had a success-
ful application and received no eligibility 
reference number

N/A
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The number of businesses who did not have 
a successful application and received no 
eligibility reference number

18

List of current finance providers Bank of Ireland, Ulster Bank and AIB
Number of SMEs which have progressed to 
sanction at finance provider level

194

Total value of loans progressed to sanction 
at finance provider level

€43.52m

Current interest rate for those in receipt of 
approved loans

Maximum interest rate under the scheme is 
4%

* 153 of total applications received relate to repeat / duplicate applications

03/10/2019WRG02300Future Growth Loan Scheme

03/10/2019WRG02400128. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
latest figures regarding the future growth loan scheme launched in March 2019 for each item 
(details supplied) until the end of quarter three 2019, in tabular form. [40445/19]

03/10/2019WRG02500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Future Growth Loan Scheme makes up to €300 million worth of loans available with a term of 
eight to ten years and is open to eligible Irish businesses, including those in the primary agricul-
ture and seafood sectors, to support strategic long-term investment. Finance provided under the 
scheme is competitively priced and has favourable terms, for example, no security is required 
for loans up to €500,000. 

The scheme has been developed by my Department and the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine in partnership with the Department of Finance, the Strategic Banking 
Corporation of Ireland and the European Investment Fund.  

Loans to businesses under the scheme can be used to fund investments in equipment, ma-
chinery, buildings and associated overhead costs for organisational and/or process innovation.  
Loans to primary agriculture under the scheme can be used to fund investment in tangible and 
intangible assets on agricultural holdings linked to primary agricultural production.

The Future Growth Loan Scheme features a two-stage application process. Applications for 
eligibility under the scheme is made through the SBCI website. The SBCI assesses the applica-
tions and successful applicants are issued an eligibility reference number.

Eligible businesses may then apply for a loan under the scheme with one of the participating 
finance providers using the eligibility reference number. Approval of loans under this scheme is 
subject to the finance providers’ own credit policies and procedures.

The figures in the table below are those as at 27 September 2019. The Department receives 
a report each quarter from the SBCI on the uptake of the scheme. A number of requested figures 
have not been included in this table as they pertain to the relationship between banks and their 
client SMEs and so are beyond the remit of these reports. Some questions requested the same 
information and have, therefore, been answered once.

Requested Details (at 27 September 2019)
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Number of businesses which have applied 
to the SBCI to confirm eligibility for the 
scheme

1,353

Number of businesses which have had their 
applications assessed by SBCI

1,285

Number of businesses which have not had 
their applications assessed by SBCI

68

Number of businesses which have had a 
successful application and received an eligi-
bility reference   number

1,283

Number of businesses which had a success-
ful application and received no eligibility 
reference number

N/A

The number of businesses who did not have 
a successful application and received no 
eligibility   reference number

2

List of current finance providers Bank of Ireland, Ulster Bank, KBC
Number of SMEs which have progressed to 
sanction at finance provider level

270

Total value of loans progressed to sanction 
at finance provider level

€43,805,900

Current interest rate for those in receipt of 
approved loans

Maximum interest rate of 4.5% for loans 
less than €250,000 and 3.5% for loans more 
than or equal to   €250,000

 

03/10/2019WRG02600Competition and Consumer Protection Commission

03/10/2019WRG02700129. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if she has considered calling on the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission to 
review dual pricing by the insurance industry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40458/19]

03/10/2019WRG02800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Central Bank has responsibility for consumer protection in the industry insurance under con-
sumer protection legislation of general application in the form of the Consumer Protection Act 
2007 and the Regulations that give effect to the Directive on unfair terms in consumer contracts 
as well as under provisions specific to regulated financial services providers such as the Central 
Bank’s Consumer Protection Code. Any review of dual pricing by the insurance industry would 
accordingly be for the Central Bank to undertake and questions about such a review should be 
addressed to the Minister for Finance.

03/10/2019WRG02900Economic Competitiveness

03/10/2019WRG03000130. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the specific actions taken to tackle the cost of living and the cost of doing business as identified 
by the National Competitiveness Council; the rank of Ireland in the EU in terms of the EURO-
STAT price level index based on current data; the number of percentage points higher than the 
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EU average in terms of prices; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40463/19]

03/10/2019WRG03100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
National Competitiveness Council’s ‘Cost of Doing Business in Ireland 2019’ report found that 
while Ireland is a high cost economy, the cost base for enterprise is internationally competitive 
across a range of metrics (e.g. the cost of starting a business, communications costs, and aver-
age income taxes). However, the Council noted that cost pressures are evident in some areas 
including the labour market, credit, business services and residential property. 

Examining our price level index, an indicator of aggregate prices relative to the EU average 
that is deflated by GDP, Ireland had the 5th highest prices in the European Union, behind Den-
mark, Finland, Luxemburg and Sweden. In 2018, Ireland’s purchasing power parities price level 
index was 13.3 percent higher than the EU average. Nevertheless, prices in Ireland increased by 
0.7% in 2018, which was markedly lower than the European Union inflation average of 1.9%.

The National Competitiveness Council (NCC) plays an important institutional role ensur-
ing that the Government has an independent voice raising important competitiveness and pro-
ductivity issues. Under the Council’s Terms of Reference, it is required to prepare two annual 
reports:

- An annual report benchmarking the competitiveness of Ireland’s business sector against 
international peer countries; and,

- An annual report outlining the main competitiveness challenges facing the business sector 
in Ireland over the medium term, and the policy responses required to meet them.

Alongside these reports, they also produce a Cost of Doing Business report, a Productivity 
Statement, and a series of shorter competitiveness bulletins. As the Minister for Business, En-
terprise and Innovation, I am responsible for presenting the findings of the NCC’s competitive-
ness documents to the Taoiseach and the Government.

Addressing Ireland’s competitiveness remains a key priority for the Government. We con-
tinue to monitor Ireland’s cost base and to analyse the factors that are crucial to improving our 
competitiveness. A range of initiatives are in process across Departments to: enhance our cost 
competitiveness and productivity; improve the ease of doing business; reduce the administra-
tive burden businesses face; and, drive greater efficiencies across the enterprise base. 

Significantly, in March 2019, Future Jobs Ireland was launched, a cross-government frame-
work designed to improve our economy’s resilience in the face of emerging and future chal-
lenges. It sets out 26 ‘ambitions’ to 2025 across five pillars in the areas of innovation; produc-
tivity; skills and talent; participation; and transitioning to a low carbon economy. This initiative 
has proposed concrete and ambitious actions to enhance our productivity and competitiveness 
in order to ensure that we are well positioned to adapt to transformational changes the economy 
will face in the years ahead.

A range of specific deliverables in Future Jobs Ireland 2019 aim to enhance the business 
environment and improve competitiveness, as well as other factors, that contribute to specific 
sectoral cost challenges. For example:

- On credit and financial costs, the Future Growth Loan Scheme will provide long term debt 
financing for strategic investments at competitive rates in a post-Brexit environment;

- On legal services, new business models for legal services will be introduced, including 
new legal partnerships and limited liability partnerships;
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- On construction, an implementation plan for actions to stimulate construction sector pro-
ductivity will be delivered, including greater deployment of Building Information Modelling.

Increasing productivity is the only long-term sustainable way of increasing the standard of 
living for our people, and there are a range of further initiatives underway across Government 
to enhance productivity, including:

- The review of SME policy designed to assess the SME business ecosystem and the range 
of supports offered to SMEs undertaken by my Department in conjunction with the OECD; and

- The development of an Industry 4.0 strategy to respond to the challenges and opportunities 
arising from the impact of digital technologies.

As a small open economy, we must never underestimate the importance of maintaining 
competitiveness, and ensuring that the cost of doing business does not impede this. In this re-
gard, the actions outlined form an integral component of the Government’s over-arching plan 
for the future of the Irish economy.

03/10/2019WRG03200Brexit Supports

03/10/2019WRG03300131. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation the number of food businesses that have applied for working capital under the Brexit 
loan scheme which opened in March 2018 up until the end of quarter 3 2019; the number of 
such businesses that have been sanctioned financing to date; and the value of same. [40482/19]

03/10/2019WRG03400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Brexit Loan Scheme provides affordable working capital to eligible businesses with up to 499 
employees that are or will be Brexit impacted and which meet the scheme criteria.  The €23 
million exchequer funding announced in the 2018 Budget has been leveraged to provide a fund 
of up to €300 million over the lifetime of the scheme. 

Given its significant exposure to the UK market, the Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine contributed 40% of the State funding. As a result, at least 40% of the fund will be 
available to food businesses. 

The scheme features a two-stage application process. First, businesses must apply to the 
Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) to confirm their eligibility for the scheme. 
Businesses can use guidelines provided on the SBCI website to determine if they are eligible, 
and if so, to complete the eligibility form.  As part of the process, businesses must submit a 
business plan, demonstrating the means by which they intend to innovate, change or adapt to 
meet their Brexit challenges. The SBCI assesses the applications and successful applicants re-
ceive an eligibility reference number.

Successful applicants can then apply for a loan under the scheme with one of the participat-
ing finance providers using their eligibility reference number. Participating finance providers 
are the Bank of Ireland, Ulster Bank and Allied Irish Bank. Approval of loans is subject to the 
finance providers’ own credit policies and procedures.  

As at close of business 30 September 2019, 151 food businesses have applied for eligibility 
under the Brexit Loan Scheme since it opened in March 2018. 128 of the received applications 
were approved and received eligibility codes and 35 food businesses have been sanctioned fi-
nancing to date with a total value of €9.19 million.
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03/10/2019WRG03500Air Ambulance Service Data

03/10/2019WRG03600132. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to secure 
the air ambulance service at Custume Barracks, Athlone; the number of missions flown in each 
year of operation and to date in 2019; if assurance will be provided that its role will be expanded 
on foot of the operation of the second air ambulance in Cork; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40270/19]

03/10/2019WRG03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Emergency Aeromedical Service (EAS), 
which is operated from Custume Barracks in Athlone, has been successfully operating for many 
years in partnership with the Irish Air Corps.  Since its inception in 2012, the EAS Service has 
completed more than 2,600 missions and provides rapid access to appropriate treatment for 
very high acuity patients, specifically where land ambulance transit times would not be clini-
cally appropriate.

 The Programme for a Partnership Government committed to examining the feasibility to 
expand aeromedical services, and the launch of the Munster Hems service fulfils that commit-
ment.  The service complements our existing EAS in Athlone.  The new service will improve 
access to health services for patients in Munster.  Given the distance from Athlone, parts of 
Munster are not easily accessed by the EAS and the time advantage posed by air travel is not 
always realisable.  It should also be noted that having a second aeromedical base takes some 
pressure off the EAS in Athlone and therefore the benefit of having a service in Munster will 
accrue to other parts of the country.

In relation to the number of missions flown in each year of operation and to date in 2019; as 
this is a service issue, I have asked the HSE to reply to you directly.

03/10/2019WRG03800Ambulance Service Data

03/10/2019WRG03900133. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the amount paid to a service 
(details supplied) for operations tasked by the National Ambulance Service in 2017, 2018 and 
to date in 2019, respectively; the average cost per mission in each year; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40271/19]

03/10/2019WRG04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

03/10/2019WRG04100National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

03/10/2019WRG04200134. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of the na-
tional children’s hospital and ancillary facilities; the amount paid to date; the expected amount 
that will be paid between now and the completion of the project; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40399/19]

03/10/2019WRG04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I advised Government in December 2018 
that the final cost of the design, build and equipment programme for which the National Paedi-
atric Hospital Development Board is responsible for is now at €1,433 million. There has been 
no change to this figure advised to Government.

The construction phase of the project is underway. The main hospital is scheduled to be 
completed by late 2022 and, following a period of commissioning, is expected to open to pa-
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tients in 2023.

The total capital expenditure on the new children’s hospital project from 2013 to end Sep-
tember 2019 is €385.13m.

03/10/2019WRG04400Hospital Beds Data

03/10/2019WRG04500135. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the occupancy rate for community 
beds for each of the hospitals at Tralee, Listowel, Killarney, Dingle and Caherciveen commu-
nity hospitals in each of the years 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40176/19]

03/10/2019WRG04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

03/10/2019WRG04700Hospital Appointments Status

03/10/2019WRG04800136. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be expe-
dited for a person (details supplied). [40180/19]

03/10/2019WRG04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

03/10/2019WRG05000Medicinal Products Availability

03/10/2019WRG05100137. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health his plans to remove the age re-
striction on making FreeStyle Libre available to all persons with type 1 diabetes; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40181/19]

03/10/2019WRG05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRG05300Hospital Appointments Delays
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03/10/2019WRG05400138. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive an appointment; the reason for the seven-year delay; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40188/19]

03/10/2019WRG05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

03/10/2019WRG05600Rehabilitative Training Allowance Payments

03/10/2019WRG05700139. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if the decision to cease the 
rehabilitative training allowance for new entrants will be reversed in view of the significant 
educational and personal development opportunities it offers to persons with disabilities; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40189/19]

03/10/2019WRG05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): This Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  The commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.   

The payment of the Rehabilitative Training (RT) Bonus came into place on the transition 
of Rehabilitative / Training Programmes to the HSE following the dissolution of the National 
Rehabilitation Board in June 2000.  

The decision to phase out the Rehabilitative Training (RT) Bonus payment is designed 
to bring equity and consistency between people with a disability attending HSE funded rehabil-
itative training programmes who receive the payment, and those attending similar HSE funded 
Day Services or in other State schemes such as further education and training, who do not.   

This action will ensure all HSE funded Day Services are provided on an equitable basis and 
will also ensure that the use of finite resources is maximised.  

The Rehabilitative Training (RT) Bonus Payment is a historical payment, introduced in July 
2001, aligned with a similar FÁS Training Bonus. However, during 2011 the FÁS Training Bo-
nus was reduced to €20.00 and then eliminated the following year while to date the RT Bonus 
Payment has continued to be paid in the Health Sector   

It is worth remembering that:  
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There is no cut in the number of RT places available 

There is no cut in payment of the bonus - those who have it will continue to receive it for the 
remainder of their RT Placement 

All participants continue to be eligible for Disability Allowance of €203 per week 

All participants continue to be eligible for a free travel pass 

No expectation of an additional RT bonus payment has been created by HSE for 2019    par-
ticipants 

The redirected funding (€3.7 m over 4 years), which will be ring-fenced, will facilitate 148 
full day placements or 370 enhanced day places nationally based on priority need.    

Each CHO will have the flexibility to redirect its own savings to address local service re-
quirements. The HSE will put in place a monitoring system and regularly report the additional 
placements realised to the Department of Health.

03/10/2019WRG05900Dental Services Provision

03/10/2019WRG06000140. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the pro-
vision of a periodontist in County Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40191/19]

03/10/2019WRG06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRH00100Written Answers Nos. 141-160

03/10/2019WRH00200Medical Card Eligibility

03/10/2019WRH00300141. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the reason medical card cover 
does not cover operations conducted by periodontists; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40192/19]

03/10/2019WRH00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRH00500Home Care Packages Provision

03/10/2019WRH00600142. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if the position in which some 
HSE staff are refusing to take representations from TDs in respect of homecare services on the 
grounds of GDPR will be clarified; the specific direction given to staff in this regard; the ar-
rangements for TDs to interact with staff in respect of constituents; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40196/19]

03/10/2019WRH00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): This is a question for the HSE. Representa-
tions by elected representatives fall under Section 40 of the Data Protection Act. The Data Con-
troller in this respect is the HSE and so it is for the HSE to decide how to deal with these rep-
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resentations, and it will have its own policy on this. It should be noted that there is a section on 
the Data Protection Commissioner’s website providing guidance on Section 40 representations. 

03/10/2019WRH00800Disabilities Assessments

03/10/2019WRH00900143. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health when an assessment of needs 
will be carried out for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40200/19]

03/10/2019WRH01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

03/10/2019WRH01100Home Help Service Data

03/10/2019WRH01200144. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in County 
Louth on waiting lists for home support hours. [40201/19]

03/10/2019WRH01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

03/10/2019WRH01400Home Help Service Data

03/10/2019WRH01500145. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of home support 
hours which have been approved and enacted since June 2019. [40202/19]

03/10/2019WRH01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

03/10/2019WRH01700Home Help Service Provision

03/10/2019WRH01800146. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if only palliative patients in 
County Louth have been allocated home support hours since June 2019. [40203/19]

03/10/2019WRH01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

03/10/2019WRH02000Home Help Service Data

03/10/2019WRH02100147. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of home help hours 
allocated to County Louth; and if home help hours are recycled within a county or on a CHO-
wide basis. [40204/19]

03/10/2019WRH02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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03/10/2019WRH02300Home Help Service Provision

03/10/2019WRH02400148. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of extra home help 
hours for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40205/19]

03/10/2019WRH02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

03/10/2019WRH02600Tobacco Control Measures

03/10/2019WRH02700149. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on the banning of 
vending machines (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40206/19]

03/10/2019WRH02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Tobacco use is both addictive and lethal and 
remains the leading risk factor driving the most death and disability combined in Ireland. Ap-
proximately 6,000 of our population die annually from tobacco related diseases and tobacco use 
has been estimated to cost Irish society €10.7 billion annually. This is comprised of healthcare 
costs of $507 million, productivity costs of €1,071 million, fires and litter costs of €75 million 
and loss of welfare of €9,012 million. 

The 2018 Healthy Ireland Survey found that 20% of those aged 15 or over are current smok-
ers 

Tobacco Free Ireland, our national tobacco control policy, has set an overarching goal of 
having Ireland tobacco free by 2025 (i.e. a smoking prevalence of less than 5%) and prioritis-
ing the protection of children and the denormalisation of smoking. 

In this context I intend to bring forward a proposal for legislation that will, among other 
important steps in tobacco control, prohibit the sale of tobacco products from self - service 
vending machines in order to protect our children, to further denormalise smoking and to reach 
our goal of becoming a tobacco free society.

03/10/2019WRH02900Hospital Appointments Status

03/10/2019WRH03000150. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for a 
person (details supplied). [40215/19]

03/10/2019WRH03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
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respond to the Deputy directly.

03/10/2019WRH03200Hospital Appointments Status

03/10/2019WRH03300151. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40216/19]

03/10/2019WRH03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

03/10/2019WRH03500Hospital Services

03/10/2019WRH03600152. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if x-ray results for a person (de-
tails supplied) will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40219/19]

03/10/2019WRH03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

03/10/2019WRH03800Hospital Services

03/10/2019WRH03900153. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health the steps he has taken to identi-
fy and implement a direct pathway to high-level care for women and their families that suffered 
significant side effects and have been severely disaffected by the transvaginal mesh implant de-
vices they received within the healthcare system since the numerous meetings he has facilitated 
with members of a group (details supplied) and others over the past year and beyond; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40220/19]

03/10/2019WRH04000154. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
transvaginal mesh implant devices procedure in view of the number of affected women; if his 
attention has been drawn to the risks associated with this procedure and the need for a State 
apology and possible compensation to be awarded; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [40221/19]

03/10/2019WRH04100245. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number and which of 
the 19 recommendations of the report of the Chief Medical Officer on vaginal mesh was intro-
duced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40471/19]
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03/10/2019WRH04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 153, 154 
and 245 together.

As Minister for Health, I requested Dr Tony Holohan, Chief Medical Officer (CMO), to 
draft a report on the use of Uro-Gynaecological Mesh in the surgical treatment of stress urinary 
incontinence (SUI) and pelvic organ prolapse (POP) in women. The report covers the clinical 
and technical issues involved in ensuring both:

1. the safe and effective provision of mesh procedures in urogynaecology and

2. an appropriate response to women who suffer complications as a result of undergoing 
such procedures.

This report was published on the Department of Health website on 21 November 2018. 

The CMO’s Report identifies that for many women, surgical procedures using synthetic 
mesh devices have provided a more effective and less invasive form of treatment than tradi-
tional SUI and POP procedures. However, mesh devices are associated with significant and 
severe complications in a minority of women. These are of concern given the difficulties of 
mesh implant removal.

The CMO’s Report makes 19 recommendations including:

- the development of patient information and informed consent materials;

- surgical professional training and multidisciplinary expertise in units carrying out mesh 
procedures;

- the development of clinical guidance;

- the development of information systems to monitor the ongoing use of mesh devices;

- ensuring the reporting of mesh related complications; and

- ensuring timely, appropriate and accessible care pathways for the management of women 
with complications.

In advance of the report’s completion, the HSE was requested in May 2018 to begin work 
immediately on the development of national standardised patient information and informed 
consent materials and the clarification and development of treatment pathways and appropriate 
referral services for women suffering serious complications. 

The HSE was also asked by the Chief Medical Officer on 24 July 2018 to pause all mesh 
procedures where clinically safe to do so, pending confirmation by the HSE of the implementa-
tion of recommendations relating to (i) professional training requirements, (ii) patient informa-
tion and consent and (iii) the development and maintenance of a national data set for all mesh 
procedures carried out in HSE funded hospitals.

A Synthetic Mesh Devices Advisory Group was convened by the HSE, to advise on and 
progress all of the recommendations which included three patient representatives, as well as 
representatives of the HPRA, the IOG, the RCSI, the CFI and all Hospital Groups to advise on 
and action all of the recommendations above. 

I am informed that an ongoing work programme for the clarification and development of 
treatment pathways and appropriate referral services for women suffering from mesh-related 
complications is being progressed by the HSE. This work includes identifying the appropriate 
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specialist clinical expertise and facilities required at hospital group level and nationally to pro-
vide comprehensive aftercare services. 

Pending the completion of this work, I am informed that work to identify and progress ser-
vice options for women with immediate or urgent needs is nearing completion. 

As was requested by the Secretary General of my Department in November 2018, the HSE 
prepared an Implementation Plan for the complete set of recommendations set out in the CMO’s 
Report, which was approved by the Leadership Team in the HSE and published on the HSE 
website on 26 April 2019. 

I am informed that the HSE has advised that a further detailed progress report on implemen-
tation of the recommendations will be provided to my Department in the coming weeks. 

The HSE has published a dedicated webpage about vaginal mesh implants, including con-
tact information for women suffering complications, which I hope is a useful resource. This can 
be found on the HSE website. 

I would strongly encourage all women affected by mesh to engage with the relevant HSE 
contact points provided, to ensure that their service needs can be identified and provided for.

At my meeting with the Mesh Survivors Ireland Group on 7 March 2019 I agreed to con-
tinue engagement with them on a pathway forward, to ensure that the ongoing clinical manage-
ment of this patient group is in line with international best practice and emerging evidence. It is 
my intention to meet again with the Mesh Survivors Ireland group in the coming weeks.

Mesh devices are regulated medical devices and the overall risk benefit profile associated 
with their use is considered positive. There is no basis for the introduction of a general redress 
scheme for women who have suffered mesh complications.

03/10/2019WRH04400Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

03/10/2019WRH04500155. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if funding will be provided 
for a wheelchair for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40222/19]

03/10/2019WRH04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRH04700Health Services Provision

03/10/2019WRH04800156. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of equipment for 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40223/19]

03/10/2019WRH04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRH05000Speech and Language Therapy Staff

03/10/2019WRH05100157. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if funding will be available 
to a service (details supplied) in order for it to hire additional speech and language therapists to 
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prevent cutbacks to the vital service it provides to children with autism. [40228/19]

03/10/2019WRH05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

03/10/2019WRH05300National Children’s Hospital

03/10/2019WRH05400158. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if all correspondence between his 
Department and the national paediatric hospital development board since 1 February 2019 will 
be provided. [40231/19]

03/10/2019WRH05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Paediatric Hospital Develop-
ment Board (NPHDB) was established in 2007 under SI 246/2007.  The NPHDB has statutory 
responsibility for planning, designing, building and equipping the new children’s hospital.  Cor-
respondence between the NPHDB and my Department would encompass a range of matters 
in relation to the hospital, including for example funding, developments, updates and organisa-
tional matters as well as ongoing engagement on general issues and on, for instance, representa-
tions and Parliamentary Questions received in my Department.

While the precise extent of correspondence between the NPHDB and my Department is not 
presently quantified, it can be anticipated that the volume would be significant.  From a practi-
cal perspective, it would not be possible to arrange for the search, retrieval and compilation of 
the full extent of correspondence within the normal timeframe for response to Parliamentary 
Questions, nor to review the documents from the perspective of compliance with data protec-
tion principles. 

I will be more than happy to respond to a request from the Deputy for correspondence on in-
formation of a more specific nature in relation to the NPHDB.

03/10/2019WRH05600Health Screening Programmes

03/10/2019WRH05700159. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the corrective and preven-
tative actions that have been put in place under the diabetic retina screen programme to ensure 
the correct results are issued to the correct patient, in a timely manner; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40232/19]

03/10/2019WRH05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRH05900Hospital Waiting Lists Data

03/10/2019WRH06000160. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
awaiting scoliosis procedures; the number of these procedures that have taken place on a week-
ly and monthly basis in the past twelve months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40238/19]

03/10/2019WRH06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.
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03/10/2019WRJ00200HSE Agency Staff

03/10/2019WRJ00300161. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a series of matters in rela-
tion to the employment of agency staff (details supplied) will be examined; if there is a dispute 
regarding the rates and charges between an organisation and a company; if the HSE is aware of 
the issues involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40243/19]

03/10/2019WRJ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

03/10/2019WRJ00500Health Services Provision

03/10/2019WRJ00600162. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if funding will be expedited 
by the HSE to cover the cost of urgent corrective treatment for a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40244/19]

03/10/2019WRJ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

03/10/2019WRJ00800Cancer Services Provision

03/10/2019WRJ00900163. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if treatment for breast cancer 
is prioritised for patients with the BRCA gene and an immediate and extended family history 
of breast and ovarian cancers; the number of such patients being treated at St. James’s Hospital, 
Dublin; and the waiting list for same. [40245/19]

03/10/2019WRJ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE’s National Cancer Control Pro-
gramme established a Hereditary Cancer Programme in 2012 in response to advances in diag-
nostics and an increasing demand for services.  St. James’s Hospital and Crumlin Children’s 
Hospital provide risk assessment, genetic counselling and genetic testing services for patients 
with a possible cancer predisposition gene, including the BRCA gene.

The majority of referrals to this service are healthy individuals concerned about their genet-
ic predisposition to cancer.  Those who are tested and found to carry a gene mutation are offered 
strategies to reduce their risk. Depending on the type of cancer, this may involve surveillance, 
drug treatment, surgery, or a combination of these.

Due to increased doctor and patient awareness of the potential of cancer genetics, there has 
been an exponential growth in referrals in recent years.  Approximately 1,800 new patients at-
tend the ‘family risk’ clinics in St. James’s Hospital annually. 

The number of people on the waiting list for the service in St. James’s Hospital as of 24 
September was 191.

03/10/2019WRJ01100Health Services Access

03/10/2019WRJ01200164. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the process for accessing a com-
munity hospital bed in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40267/19]

03/10/2019WRJ01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
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matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

03/10/2019WRJ01400Hospital Discharges

03/10/2019WRJ01500165. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if funding under the winter 
initiative will be released to provide respite services in nursing homes to allow for the dis-
charge of older persons from acute hospital beds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40272/19]

03/10/2019WRJ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Department has been engaging exten-
sively with the HSE in relation to planning for Winter 2019/2020. In that respect, the HSE have 
been asked to consider actions/initiatives over and above non-funded actions, and to look at 
building capacity and options available to them to alleviate the expected overcrowding. The 
HSE are engaged in a process of consultation with Hospital Groups and Community Healthcare 
Organisations and the Department expects to receive a draft Winter Plan resulting from this 
process in the coming weeks.

The HSE provides a variety of different types of social care support which can facilitate the 
discharge of older persons from the acute hospital and into community care.

Transitional care supports acute hospitals across the country in discharging patients who 
have completed their acute care and who require long stay residential care under the Nursing 
Home Support Scheme (NHSS) or who require convalescence up to 4 weeks prior to returning 
home. This facilitates the patient discharging to a private nursing home to finalise their NHSS 
application or to take up convalescence.  

Respite care is provided in several different ways and settings across the health system. It 
is provided through designated respite beds in Public Residential centres and also ‘contracted’ 
by the HSE in private nursing homes – where it is used to increase the availability of such beds 
to meet demand – within the resources available in the local area. Respite can be provided on 
an emergency basis for unforeseen circumstances that occur due to bereavement/illness of car-
ers or emergency environmental changes to the residence of the client. Planned Respite can be 
provided to people, which allows carers a planned break throughout the year. This is planned in 
conjunction with the person and their carers and is seen as a part of the continuum of care for 
the person. 

In the context of planning and preparing for the challenges of the winter period, the Depart-
ment and the HSE have been considering a comprehensive approach to the current the high-
level of delayed transfers of care (DTOCs). However, recognising the urgency of the situation, 
approval was provided to the HSE to begin actions immediately to the value of €5m in 2019.  
As part of these measures the HSE released a significant number of funding approvals within 
NHSS this month in order to bring the waiting time back to 4 weeks, and to provide additional 
home support and transitional care beds. This has seen a reduction in the number of DTOCs 
over the last month.

03/10/2019WRJ01700Health Reports

03/10/2019WRJ01800166. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the steps which have been 
taken to implement recommendation 21 of the trauma steering group report; the plans to fully 
implement this recommendation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40273/19]



Questions - Written Answers

100

03/10/2019WRJ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

03/10/2019WRJ02000Dental Services 

03/10/2019WRJ02100167. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the reason children receiving 
dental care under the HSE can only receive extractions and cannot receive repair work such as 
crowns or fillings. [40303/19]

03/10/2019WRJ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRJ02300Health Reports

03/10/2019WRJ02400168. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health when the Smile agus Sláinte – 
National Oral Health Policy will be implemented. [40304/19]

03/10/2019WRJ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): On 3 April 2019, I published  Smile agus 
Sláinte, the new National Oral Health together with my colleague, the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection.  

The Policy supports a preventive approach. It includes proposals for the introduction of  
packages of care for children from birth to 16 years of age to be delivered by contracted local 
dental practices and  preventive packages of care to be made available for all eligible adults at 
different intervals during their life course. 

The timeframe for the delivery of the Policy is 2019 to 2026 and  the roll-out of these pack-
ages of care will take place incrementally over the next number of years.  As the Deputy will 
be aware, the 2020 Estimates are currently under development and the funding of initial service 
measures targeted at younger children is being considered in this context.

Other priorities include a focus on vulnerable groups with the development of appropriate 
oral health interventions and clinical care pathways and a full review of education and training 
to ensure that the skill levels of the profession are commensurate with today’s requirements.

03/10/2019WRJ02600Dental Services 

03/10/2019WRJ02700169. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the dental care available to 
children under the HSE. [40305/19]

03/10/2019WRJ02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRJ02900Proposed Legislation

03/10/2019WRJ03000170. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health when he plans to bring 
forward legislation to replace the Dentists Act 1985 and reform the regulation of the dental 
profession in view of concerns that the current legislation is deficient and failing to protect the 
patients of dental services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40324/19]
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03/10/2019WRJ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Dentists Act 1985 provides for the pro-
motion of high standards of professional education and professional conduct among dentists 
so that patient health and safety are safeguarded and legislates for the regulation of dentists in 
Ireland.  The Act makes provision for the conduct of fitness to practise inquiries into complaints 
of professional misconduct or of unfitness to engage in the practice of dentistry.

While the drafting of the Scheme of a new Dental Bill to modernise the Dentists Act 1985 
has begun within my Department, priority has had to be given to the Regulated Professions 
(Health and Social Care) (Amendment) Bill, which completed Dáil Committee Stage on 25 
September 2019.   This Bill provides for amendments to all five health professional regulatory 
Acts, including the Dentists Act, as a consequence of the transposition of the Modernised Pro-
fessional Qualifications Directive, and to address a number of other issues.   In relation to the 
Dentists Act, the Bill provides for the introduction of a number of significant patient protection 
measures.  These include:

- Providing for the mandatory publication of sanctions, unless publication has been restrict-
ed by the Court, thereby allowing patients to make informed decisions regarding their choice 
of healthcare professional.

- Providing for the separation of qualification recognition from registration in the Dentists 
Act. Currently where a dentist’s qualification has been recognised, he or she must be registered.  
This separation will allow the Dental Council to introduce language and fit and proper person 
controls before registration, further safeguarding public health and safety. 

- Requiring dentists to make declarations, at registration and annually, about sanctions or 
restrictions imposed by regulators in other jurisdictions which can be used as grounds for com-
plaint in fitness to practise proceedings in Ireland.

- Providing that information on sanctions or convictions in another State will, for the first 
time, be admissible as evidence in fitness to practise inquiries in Ireland. 

The work on the modernisation of the Dentists Act in its entirety will progress once the 
Regulated Professions Bill has completed its passage through both Houses of the Oireachtas, 
and has been enacted.

03/10/2019WRJ03200Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

03/10/2019WRJ03300171. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of a development (details 
supplied). [40332/19]

03/10/2019WRJ03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As previously advised, a design team has 
been engaged and planning permission has been granted for the proposed extension to the radi-
ology department at Regional Hospital Mullingar, which includes the provision of a new MRI. 
The development requires the decant of the existing ambulance base on the hospital site and a 
planning application for a new ambulance base in Mullingar has been submitted recently. 

These projects have been included in the recently published HSE Capital Plan for 2019-
2021 and will continue to be progressed.  

The delivery of capital projects is a dynamic process and is subject to the successful comple-
tion of a number of approval stages, in line with the Public Spending Code, which can impact 
on the timeline for delivery.
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03/10/2019WRJ03500Hospital Beds Data

03/10/2019WRJ03600172. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the number of community hospital 
beds in County Kerry; the number of beds in each community hospital in the county; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40334/19]

03/10/2019WRJ03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

03/10/2019WRJ03800Counselling Services Provision

03/10/2019WRJ03900173. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for a counselling appointment in primary care at the end of September 2019 
or the latest date available by the number of weeks waiting (details supplied). [40338/19]

03/10/2019WRJ04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

03/10/2019WRJ04100Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Provision

03/10/2019WRJ04200174. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for a child and adolescent mental health services appointment at the end of 
September 2019 or the latest date available; and the number waiting by the number of weeks 
waiting (details supplied). [40339/19]

03/10/2019WRJ04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

03/10/2019WRJ04400Psychological Services Waiting Lists

03/10/2019WRJ04500175. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for a psychology appointment in primary care at the end of September 2019 
or the latest date available; and the number waiting by the number of weeks waiting (details 
supplied). [40340/19]

03/10/2019WRJ04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

03/10/2019WRJ04700Mental Health Services Data

03/10/2019WRJ04800176. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children admitted 
to adult mental health units between 1 January 2019 and 30 September 2019. [40341/19]

03/10/2019WRJ04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
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possible.

03/10/2019WRJ05000Hospitals Data

03/10/2019WRJ05100177. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the Dublin Midlands 
Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40347/19]

03/10/2019WRJ05200178. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the Dublin Mid-
lands Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40348/19]

03/10/2019WRJ05300179. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the Dublin Mid-
lands Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40349/19]

03/10/2019WRJ05400180. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the 
Dublin Midlands Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40350/19]

03/10/2019WRJ05500181. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the 
Dublin Midlands Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40351/19]

03/10/2019WRJ05600182. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the Dublin 
Midlands Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40352/19]

03/10/2019WRJ05700183. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for an MRI scan in the South/South 
West Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40353/19]

03/10/2019WRJ05800184. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the South/South West 
Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40354/19]

03/10/2019WRJ05900185. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the South/South 
West Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40355/19]

03/10/2019WRJ06000186. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for an angiogram scan in the South/
South West Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40356/19]

03/10/2019WRJ06100187. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the 
South/South West Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40357/19]

03/10/2019WRJ06200188. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the 
South/South West hospital group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40358/19]

03/10/2019WRJ06300189. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the South/
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South West Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40359/19]

03/10/2019WRJ06400190. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for an MRI scan in the Saolta Hospital 
Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40360/19]

03/10/2019WRJ06500191. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the Saolta Hospital 
Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40361/19]

03/10/2019WRJ06600192. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the Saolta Hospital 
Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40362/19]

03/10/2019WRJ06700193. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the Saolta Hos-
pital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40363/19]

03/10/2019WRJ06800194. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the 
Saolta Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40364/19]

03/10/2019WRJ06900195. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the 
Saolta Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40365/19]

03/10/2019WRJ07000196. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the Saolta 
Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40366/19]

03/10/2019WRJ07100197. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for an MRI scan in the University of 
Limerick Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40367/19]

03/10/2019WRJ07200205. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the University of 
Limerick Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40405/19]

03/10/2019WRJ07300206. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the University of 
Limerick Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40406/19]

03/10/2019WRJ07400207. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the University of 
Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40407/19]

03/10/2019WRJ07500208. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the 
University of Limerick Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40408/19]

03/10/2019WRJ07600209. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the 
University of Limerick Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40409/19]

03/10/2019WRJ07700210. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the Univer-
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sity of Limerick Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40410/19]

03/10/2019WRJ07800211. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the RCSI Hospital 
Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40411/19]

03/10/2019WRJ07900212. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the RCSI Hospital 
Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40412/19]

03/10/2019WRJ08000213. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the 
RCSI Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40413/19]

03/10/2019WRJ08100214. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the 
RCSI Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40414/19]

03/10/2019WRJ08200215. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the RCSI 
Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40415/19]

03/10/2019WRJ08300216. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for an MRI scan in the Ireland East 
Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40416/19]

03/10/2019WRJ08400217. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the Ireland East 
hospital group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40417/19]

03/10/2019WRJ08500218. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the Ireland East 
Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40418/19]

03/10/2019WRJ08600219. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the Ireland East 
Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40419/19]

03/10/2019WRJ08700220. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the 
Ireland East Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40420/19]

03/10/2019WRJ08800221. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the 
Ireland East Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40421/19]

03/10/2019WRJ08900222. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the Ireland 
East Hospital Group for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40422/19]

03/10/2019WRJ09000236. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for an MRI scan in the RCSI Hospital 
Group for waiting periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40436/19]

03/10/2019WRJ09100237. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the RCSI Hospital 
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Group for waiting periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40437/19]

03/10/2019WRJ09200238. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 September 2019 or the nearest available date for an MRI scan in the Dublin Mid-
lands Hospital Group for waiting periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40438/19]

03/10/2019WRJ09300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 177 to 197, 
inclusive, 205 to 222, inclusive, and 236 to 238, inclusive, together.

The information requested by the Deputy is outlined in the documents attached, which set 
out waiting list data for CT, MRI and Ultrasound for Quarter 2 2019. The HSE advises that, at 
present, the further diagnostic scans requested by the Deputy (including cholangiopancreatog-
raphy, electroencephalogram, angiogram, and bone scan), are not yet captured as part of this 
project.  

The HSE advises that a pilot project commenced in 2016 by the HSE Acute Hospitals Divi-
sion to progress the collection of national radiology waiting list data. The project has been sup-
ported by the Radiology Clinical Care Programme and has involved key stakeholders across the 
system including the National NIMIS Team, Hospital Groups, and the support of the National 
Treatment Purchase Fund for data collection and data management expertise.

The information that is currently being collected is presently being tested and validated at 
hospital; hospital group and national level and as such should be used/reported in conjunction 
with the caveats set out below:

- Data is subject to inclusions and exclusions which are documented in the Data Profile 
Document. This document is available from Acute Operations and has been circulated to all 
Hospital Groups.

- Data contains urgent, routine and surveillance/planned activity which is currently not bro-
ken down in detail, as such this includes surveillance/planned activity which may not be ex-
ceeding planned date.

- Data is still undergoing validation at Hospital and Hospital Group level.

- Data does not take into account local nuances at site level (Site profile developed to sup-
port understanding of same).

- The purpose of this aggregate data is to provide a National Level overview of the number 
of patients waiting for modalities of CT, MR and Ultrasound.

- This report is not intended to be used for the active management of hospital diagnostics 
waiting list, local reports and mechanisms should continue to be used for the management of 
diagnostics waiting lists at hospital level.

- In Q2 there were a total of 173,036 patients reported on the waiting list from all sites, this 
173,036 patients represents all outpatients waiting, urgent, semi urgent, routine and planned/
surveillance (where diagnostic access is planned at particular time intervals).  

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-03_pq177-03-10-2019_en.pdf”>Table 1</a>]

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-03_pq177-03-10-2019_en.pdf”>Table 2</a>]
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03/10/2019WRK01900HSE Agency Staff Expenditure

03/10/2019WRK02000198. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the agency spend on staff 
from 1 January 2019 to 30 September 2019 or the latest date available in each public and vol-
untary hospital in tabular form. [40369/19]

03/10/2019WRK02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

03/10/2019WRK02200HSE Agency Staff Expenditure

03/10/2019WRK02300199. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the agency spend on staff 
from 1 January 2019 to 30 September 2019 or the latest date available in each community 
healthcare organisation in tabular form. [40370/19]

03/10/2019WRK02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

03/10/2019WRK02500Orthodontic Services Provision

03/10/2019WRK02600200. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if necessary orthodontic 
treatment remains available to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40373/19]

03/10/2019WRK02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRL00200Medical Conditions

03/10/2019WRL00300201. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if a person (details sup-
plied) qualifies for illness or disability benefit in view of their medical condition; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40374/19]

03/10/2019WRL00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I wish to 
inform the Deputy that eligibility for Disability Allowance comes within the remit of my col-
league the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection.

03/10/2019WRL00500Disability Support Services

03/10/2019WRL00600202. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons moved out of congregated settings in each CHO to date in 2019; the number of persons 
in congregated settings that have died to date in 2019; the number of persons in each CHO in 
a congregated setting at the end of September 2019; and the equivalent figure for the end of 
December 2018. [40402/19]

03/10/2019WRL00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Report 
“Time to Move on from Congregated Settings – A Strategy for Community Inclusion” proposes 
a new model of support in the community moving people from Congregated settings to the 
community in line with Government policy. The Report identified around 4000 people (based 
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on 2008 census) with disabilities in Ireland living in congregated settings, defined as a residen-
tial setting where people live with ten or more people.

The Programme for Partnership Government contains a commitment to continue to move 
people with disabilities out of congregated settings, to enable them to live independently and to 
be included in the community.  The objective is to reduce this figure by one-third by 2021 and 
ultimately, to eliminate all congregated settings.

By the end of this year, we will have exceeded this target and under 2,100 people with a dis-
ability will remain living in congregated settings. I want to emphasise that the appropriate sup-
ports and resources are being put in place to ensure that people are supported as they move out 
of residential centres. The model of care for individuals will be based on a person centred plan 
(PCP). The PCP may change over time in line with an individual’s needs and circumstances and 
the model of service delivery applicable at a particular time.

Any opportunity for residents to live in smaller settings in the community will come after 
considerable planning and discussion with those residents and their families. It will be on the 
basis that it will enhance their life, and anyone who moves will continue to access the services 
they require.

The HSE has prioritised the transition of a further 160 people from congregated settings in 
2019 under its Service Plan, and I am informed that 59 people have moved into their homes in 
the community at the end of June this year.

As the HSE is responsible for leading out on the recommendations of “Time to Move on 
from Congregated Settings - A Strategy for Community Inclusion”, I have asked the HSE to 
reply directly to the Deputy in relation to the questions posed.

03/10/2019WRL00800Disability Support Services

03/10/2019WRL00900203. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if a request from an association 
(details supplied) for additional resources will be provided for the delivery of services; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40403/19]

03/10/2019WRL01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.   

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRL01100Hospital Waiting Lists

03/10/2019WRL01200204. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health when additional capacity will 
be provided to improve services and reduce waiting times for assessment and procedure (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40404/19]

03/10/2019WRL01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting time for patients for hos-
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pital operations and procedures is a key priority for Government. In this regard, the Govern-
ment is committed to improving waiting times for hospital appointments and procedures.

Budget 2019 announced that the Government has further increased investment in tackling 
waiting lists, with funding to the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) increasing from 
€55 million in 2018 to €75 million in 2019. The joint Department of Health/HSE/NTPF Sched-
uled Care Access Plan 2019 was published in March and sets out measures to improve access 
for patients waiting for scheduled care this year. The plan places a strong focus on ten high-
volume Inpatient/Day Case procedures. 

The NTPF advise that over recent months they have placed a particular focus on engaging 
with hospital groups and individual hospitals to identify orthopaedic waiting list proposals. The 
NTPF welcomes proposals from all acute hospitals for initiatives to improve access for patients 
on waiting lists. 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

Questions Nos. 205 to 222, inclusive, answered with Question No. 177.

03/10/2019WRM00400Nursing Homes Support Scheme Data

03/10/2019WRM00500223. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing placement under the fair deal scheme at the end of September 2019 or latest date available; 
the average waiting time; the number of persons awaiting placement under the scheme by each 
LHO area in tabular form; and the length of time waiting. [40423/19]

03/10/2019WRM00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

03/10/2019WRM00700Hospital Beds Closures

03/10/2019WRM00800224. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of beds and 
wards in all public and voluntary acute hospitals that were closed on 30 September 2019 or the 
latest date on which data for validated bed closures at hospital and ward level are available, in 
tabular form. [40424/19]

03/10/2019WRM00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Open Beds Report, published by my 
Department monthly, provides a summary of the average numbers of open inpatient beds and 
day beds/places in the acute hospital system based on data provided by the HSE. It can be found 
on the Department’s website: https://health.gov.ie/publications/

According to provisional data received from the HSE Acute Business Information Unit, 
there were on average 11,008 inpatient beds and 2,268 day case beds/places available nationally 
in July 2019. 

Information relating to closed beds is collated at a particular date in time. The number of 
beds closed can fluctuate greatly from day to day for a variety of reasons, including on-going 
refurbishment, maintenance work, and infection control measures.

With regard to the Deputy’s specific question, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Dep-



Questions - Written Answers

110

uty directly with the requested information.

03/10/2019WRM01000Hospital Discharges

03/10/2019WRM01100225. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of delayed dis-
charges for each public and voluntary hospital at the end of September 2019; and the total num-
ber to date in each, in tabular form. [40425/19]

03/10/2019WRM01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Delayed transfers of care (previously re-
ferred to as delayed discharges) occur when patients have been deemed clinically fit for dis-
charge from an acute bed but their discharge is delayed because they are waiting for some form 
of ongoing support or care following their discharge. There are many reasons for this, such as a 
patient undertaking the application process for NHSS, awaiting assessment for a home support 
package, homelessness, ward of court application, and the availability of resources.

When possible, the HSE will use transitional care to accommodate the patient during the 
period between discharge and the finalisation of new care arrangements, but there can often 
be a delay, especially in cases where the patient and family are coming to terms with the new 
circumstances.

This year, services are being stretched more than ever, with demand consistently outstrip-
ping supply, and we have seen an increase the number of delayed transfers of care. While the 
HSE maximises the use of resources, prioritising those requiring discharge from acute hos-
pitals, there is a growing demand for egress support. In response, and in the context of plan-
ning and preparing for the challenges of the winter period, the Department and the HSE have 
been considering a comprehensive approach to the current the high-level of DTOCs. However, 
recognising the urgency of the situation, approval was provided to the HSE to begin actions im-
mediately to the value of €5m in 2019.  As part of these measures the HSE released a significant 
number of funding approvals within NHSS in September, and provided additional home care 
and transitional care beds.

With regard to the Deputy’s specific question, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Dep-
uty directly with the requested information.

03/10/2019WRM01300Ambulance Service Response Times

03/10/2019WRM01400226. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the percentage of clinical sta-
tus 1 ECHO incidents responded to by a first responder in seven minutes and 59 seconds or less; 
the percentage of clinical status 1 DELTA incidents responded to by a patient-carrying vehicle 
in seven minutes and 59 seconds or less for each ambulance station in each month in the year to 
the end of September 2019 or latest date available, in tabular form. [40426/19]

03/10/2019WRM01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

03/10/2019WRM01600Emergency Departments Waiting Times

03/10/2019WRM01700227. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of patients 75 
years of age or over that experienced an emergency department wait time of more than 24 hours 
during September 2019; the total number to date in 2019; and the hospitals in which the wait 
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occurred. [40427/19]

03/10/2019WRM01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The hospital system is currently operating 
at close to full capacity. The number of patients attending Emergency Departments continues 
to increase year on year, with approximately 1.3 million attendances in 2018, up 3.5% on 2017. 
For the first eight months of 2019, the number of patients over the age of 75 attending hospital 
EDs increased by 2.7% compared to the same period last year. This reflects increasing demand 
for unscheduled care, especially by patients in the 75 years and over age group.

However, the National Service Plan 2019 includes an expected activity target that 99% of 
patients aged 75 and over attending at an Emergency Department are discharged or admitted 
within 24 hours and any breach of this target in respect of patients in this age cohort is unac-
ceptable.

With regard to the Deputy’s specific question, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Dep-
uty directly with the requested information.

03/10/2019WRM01900Home Help Service Data

03/10/2019WRM02000228. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of home support 
hours being provided by LHO area to the end of September 2019; and the number of persons 
on the waiting list for home support hours by LHO area by time periods (details supplied), in 
tabular form. [40428/19]

03/10/2019WRM02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

03/10/2019WRM02200Ambulance Service Data

03/10/2019WRM02300229. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of ambulance 
attendances at each emergency department nationwide in September 2019; the number of such 
ambulances that waited longer than 20 minutes to hand over patients, get their trolleys back and 
return to responding to calls; the number that waited longer than 40, 60, 90, more than 120 and 
more than 180 minutes, respectively, for same, in tabular form. [40429/19]

03/10/2019WRM02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

03/10/2019WRM02500Hospital Waiting Lists Data

03/10/2019WRM02600230. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of spinal fu-
sion patients waiting for time periods (details supplied); and the same information for other 
spinal patients for both Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, Crumlin, and Temple Street Children’s 
University Hospital at the end of September 2019 or the latest date available, in tabular form. 
[40430/19]

03/10/2019WRM02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.
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03/10/2019WRM02800Health Services Data

03/10/2019WRM02900231. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons by 
LHO area waiting for a podiatry appointment in primary care at the end of September 2019 or 
the latest date available; and the number waiting for time periods (details supplied). [40431/19]

03/10/2019WRM03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRM03100Health Services Data

03/10/2019WRM03200232. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons by 
LHO area waiting for an ophthalmology appointment in primary care at the end of September 
2019 or the latest date available; and the number waiting for time periods (details supplied). 
[40432/19]

03/10/2019WRM03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRM03400Health Services Data

03/10/2019WRM03500233. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons by 
LHO area waiting for an audiology appointment in primary care; and the number waiting for 
time periods (details supplied). [40433/19]

03/10/2019WRM03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRM03700Health Services Data

03/10/2019WRM03800234. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons by 
LHO area waiting for a dietetics appointment in primary care; and the number waiting for time 
periods (details supplied). [40434/19]

03/10/2019WRM03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

03/10/2019WRM04000Health Services Data

03/10/2019WRM04100235. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons by 
LHO area waiting for an oral health appointment in primary care at the end of September 
2019 or the latest date available; and the numbers waiting for time periods (details supplied). 
[40435/19]

03/10/2019WRM04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

Questions Nos. 236 to 238, inclusive, answered with Question No. 177.
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03/10/2019WRM04600Home Care Packages

03/10/2019WRM04700239. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health the progress been made regard-
ing the development of a new statutory scheme for home care since his most recent statements 
on the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40448/19]

03/10/2019WRM04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Sláintecare Im-
plementation Strategy commits to the introduction of the statutory scheme in 2021.  As part of 
this, work is on-going to determine the optimal approach to the development of the statutory 
scheme within the broader context of the Sláintecare reforms and in 2019 work is focusing on 
the design of the scheme, the options for regulation, and a review of existing services. 

As part of this in recent months, the Department of Health has commissioned a review of 
the management, operation and funding of existing home-support service-provision. This will 
significantly enhance the evidence-base for the development of the statutory scheme and ensure 
that it builds on emerging good practice within Ireland. 

I expect to be in a position to provide further details around the general terms of the pro-
posed scheme in January 2020.

03/10/2019WRM04900Home Care Packages

03/10/2019WRM05000240. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health when the next stages of consul-
tation will commence in the development of homecare regulations; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40449/19]

03/10/2019WRM05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): In preparation for 
the development of the home care statutory scheme, the Department commissioned the Health 
Research Board to carry out a review of the home-care systems in four European countries. In 
addition, the Department conducted a public consultation on home-care services in 2017, on 
which a report was published in 2018. These reports are available on the Department’s website 
and will help to ensure that the new scheme is informed both by international experience and 
by the views of stakeholders, including service-users. 

The Sláintecare Implementation Strategy commits to the introduction of the statutory 
scheme in 2021.  As part of this, work is on-going to determine the optimal approach to the de-
velopment of the statutory scheme within the broader context of the Sláintecare reforms and in 
2019 work is focusing on the design of the scheme, the options for regulation, and a review of 
existing services.  Engagement with stake-holders is essential to the progress of this work and 
is ongoing throughout this process. 

I expect to be in a position to provide further details around the general terms of the pro-
posed scheme in January 2020.

03/10/2019WRN00200Home Care Packages

03/10/2019WRN00300241. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health the provisions regarding nutri-
tion and hydration to be included in the statutory scheme for homecare to ensure that those in 
receipt of homecare packages receive good nutritional care,including screening for and man-
agement of nutritional deficits; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40450/19]
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03/10/2019WRN00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Sláintecare Im-
plementation Strategy commits to the introduction of the statutory scheme in 2021.  As part of 
this, work is on-going to determine the optimal approach to the development of the statutory 
scheme within the broader context of the Sláintecare reforms and in 2019 work is focusing on 
the design of the scheme, the options for regulation, and a review of existing services. 

I am aware that eating well is of huge importance to your overall health and therefore must 
be part of the conversation about how we support people with care needs to live independently 
at home and in their communities.  

I expect to be in a position to provide further details around the general terms of the pro-
posed scheme in January 2020.

03/10/2019WRN00500National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

03/10/2019WRN00600242. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the cost of the children’s hospital; 
the estimated total cost of the project; when the project will be completed; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40465/19]

03/10/2019WRN00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I advised Government in December 2018 
that the final cost of the design, build and equipment programme for which the National Paedi-
atric Hospital Development Board is responsible for is now at €1,433 million. There has been 
no change to this figure advised to Government.

The construction phase of the project is underway. The main hospital is scheduled to be 
completed by late 2022 and, following a period of commissioning, is expected to open to pa-
tients in 2023.

03/10/2019WRN00800HSE Expenditure

03/10/2019WRN00900243. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the costs incurred to date in 2019 
by the HSE based on the accrual accounting method; the budget for the HSE to date in 2019 
under the same method; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40467/19]

03/10/2019WRN01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE’s latest income and expenditure 
position at 31 July 2019 shows an in-year revenue deficit of €226m which represents 2.5% of 
the available budget of €9,157.5m year to date, a significant improvement on the same period 
last year.  When the incoming first charge from 2018 is taken into account the year to date defi-
cit increases to €281m.

The main drivers of the deficit are Acute Hospitals, Disability Services, Pensions, State 
Claims, PCRS and Overseas Treatments.

My Department is working with the HSE to gain further clarity on the projected year end 
position and working to mitigate any deficit in so far as is possible, in co-operation with the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

03/10/2019WRN01100Departmental Budgets

03/10/2019WRN01200244. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the value of the supplementary 
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estimate that will be required in 2019 for health; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40468/19]

03/10/2019WRN01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department is engaging in ongoing 
dialogue with the HSE and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in relation to the 
financial performance of the Executive year to date, including consideration of the implications 
for the projected outturn for the year. 

The level of supplementary funding to be provided is not yet finalised.  

  Question No. 245 answered with Question No. 153.

03/10/2019WRN01500Disabilities Assessments

03/10/2019WRN01600246. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health when the necessary resources 
and personnel will be provided to meet the requirements of assessment of needs in counties 
Cavan and Monaghan in view of undue delays in children having assessments and services 
provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40473/19]

03/10/2019WRN01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service issue, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

03/10/2019WRN01800Children in Care

03/10/2019WRN01900247. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the locations voluntary 
residential services are situated in the strategic plan for residential care services for children 
under state care. [40488/19]

03/10/2019WRN02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is committed to providing 
services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live independent 
lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance their 
ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives. This commitment 
is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guided by two principles: 
equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRN02100Disability Services Data

03/10/2019WRN02200248. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons with disabilities in receipt of home support hours by LHO area at the end of September 
2019 or latest date available; the number on the waiting list for same by LHO area; the number 
waiting for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40491/19]

03/10/2019WRN02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
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which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRN02400Disability Services Data

03/10/2019WRN02500249. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons with disabilities in receipt of personal assistance hours by LHO area at the end of Sep-
tember 2019 or latest date available; the number on the waiting list for same by LHO area; the 
number waiting for periods (details supplied) in tabular form. [40492/19]

03/10/2019WRN02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRN02700Services for People with Disabilities

03/10/2019WRN02800250. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
residential places for persons with a disability being provided at the end of September 2019 or 
latest date available by CHO in tabular form. [40493/19]

03/10/2019WRN02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRN03000Services for People with Disabilities

03/10/2019WRN03100251. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
new emergency places provided to persons with a disability at the end of September 2019 by 
LHO area in tabular form. [40494/19]

03/10/2019WRN03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
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es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRN03300Disabilities Assessments

03/10/2019WRN03400252. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
children at the end of September 2019 or latest date available that were awaiting a first assess-
ment from the HSE under the Disability Act 2005 by LHO area in tabular form. [40495/19]

03/10/2019WRN03500254. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the speech and language therapy assessment waiting list by time periods (details 
supplied) for each local health area at the end of September 2019 or latest date available in 
tabular form. [40497/19]

03/10/2019WRN03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 252 and 254 together.

As the Deputy’s questions refer to a service issue, they have been referred to the HSE for 
direct reply.

03/10/2019WRN03700Physiotherapy Provision

03/10/2019WRN03800253. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the physiotherapy waiting list by time periods (details supplied) by LHO area at the 
end of September 2019 or latest date available in tabular form. [40496/19]

03/10/2019WRN03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

  Question No. 254 answered with Question No. 252.

03/10/2019WRN04100Speech and Language Therapy Waiting Lists

03/10/2019WRN04200255. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number 
of persons on the speech and language therapy initial treatment waiting list by time periods 
(details supplied) by LHO area at the end of September 2019 or latest date available in tabular 
form. [40498/19]

03/10/2019WRN04300256. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number 
of persons on the speech and language therapy further treatment waiting list by time periods 
(details supplied) by LHO area at the end of September 2019 or latest date available in tabular 
form. [40499/19]

03/10/2019WRN04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 255 and 
256 together.
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As these questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for them to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply.

03/10/2019WRN04600Occupational Therapy Waiting Lists

03/10/2019WRN04700257. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy first-time assessment waiting list by time periods and age 
category (details supplied) by LHO area at the end of September 2019 or latest date available 
in tabular form. [40500/19]

03/10/2019WRN04800258. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list by time periods and age category 
(details supplied) by LHO area in CHO 1 at the end of September 2019 or latest date available 
in tabular form. [40501/19]

03/10/2019WRN04900259. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list by time periods and age category 
(details supplied) by LHO area in CHO 2 at the end of September 2019 or latest date available 
in tabular form. [40502/19]

03/10/2019WRN05000260. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list by time periods and age category 
(details supplied) by LHO area in CHO 3 at the end of September 2019 or latest date available 
in tabular form. [40503/19]

03/10/2019WRN05100262. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list by time periods and age category 
(details supplied) by LHO area in CHO 5 at the end of September 2019 or latest date available 
in tabular form. [40505/19]

03/10/2019WRN05200264. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list by time periods and age category 
(details supplied) by LHO area in CHO 7 at the end of September 2019 or latest date available 
in tabular form. [40507/19]

03/10/2019WRN05300265. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list by time periods and age category 
(details supplied) by LHO area in CHO 8 at the end of September 2019 or latest date available 
in tabular form. [40508/19]

03/10/2019WRN05400266. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list by time periods and age category. 
[40509/19]

03/10/2019WRN05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 257 to 260, 
inclusive, 262 and 264 to 266, inclusive together.

As these questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for them to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply.

03/10/2019WRO00200Occupational Therapy Waiting Lists
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03/10/2019WRO00300261. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list by time periods and age category 
(details supplied) by LHO area in CHO 4 at the end of September 2019 or latest date available 
in tabular form. [40504/19]

03/10/2019WRO00400263. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list by time periods and age category 
(details supplied) by LHO area in CHO 6 at the end of September 2019 or latest date available 
in tabular form. [40506/19]

03/10/2019WRO00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 261 and 
263 together.

As these questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for them to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply.

  Question No. 262 answered with Question No. 257.

  Question No. 263 answered with Question No. 261.

  Question No. 264 to 266, inclusive, answered with Question No. 257.

03/10/2019WRO01100Future Growth Loan Scheme

03/10/2019WRO01200267. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of farmers, in addition to food businesses, that have applied to the future 
growth loan scheme which opened in March 2019 until the end of quarter 3 2019; the number 
of farmers and such businesses that have been sanctioned financing to date; and the value of 
same in tabular form. [40483/19]

03/10/2019WRO01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Future 
Growth Loan Scheme will support strategic long-term capital investment in a post-Brexit en-
vironment by SMEs, farmers and fishermen. The Scheme is open for eligibility applications to 
the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland since 17th April 2019. 

The Scheme was developed by my Department and the Department of Business, Enterprise 
and Innovation, in partnership with the Department of Finance, the SBCI and the European 
Investment Fund (EIF). It will be delivered through participating finance providers and make 
up to €300 million of investment loans available to eligible Irish businesses, including farmers 
and the agri-food & seafood sectors. 

The loans will be competitively priced with an initial maximum loan interest rate of 4.5% for 
loans less than €250,000. The loans are for terms of 8-10 years and unsecured up to €500,000. 
This type of innovative finance, which has been previously unavailable in the Irish market, will 
support strategic long-term investment in a post-Brexit environment. 

A minimum loan amount of €100,000 applies up to a maximum of €3,000,000 per appli-
cant. However, considering the needs of Irish farmers, I have negotiated a specific minimum of 
€50,000 for them.

This is a long-awaited source of finance for young and new entrant farmers, especially the 
cohort who do not have high levels of security. It will also serve smaller-scale farmers, who 
often do not have the leverage to negotiate for more favourable terms with their banking institu-
tion.
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The following table details the position at close of business on 30 September 2019. 

 No. of approved ap-
plications

No of loans sanc-
tioned

Value of Loans Sanc-
tioned at bank level

Total 1,283 270 €43.8m
Farmers 509 151 €16.7m
Food Businesses 145 22 €5.9m

03/10/2019WRO01400Fallen Animal Collection Scheme

03/10/2019WRO01500268. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the subsequent changes that were introduced including the introduction of the 125km rule was 
made via a statutory instrument or through another mechanism further to the review of the 
fallen animal TSE subsidy scheme undertaken in 2013; if so, the name and website link of the 
statutory instrument. [40194/19]

03/10/2019WRO01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Fallen 
Animal TSE Subsidy Scheme is an integral part of the infrastructure underpinning Ireland’s 
successful livestock and meat processing industries.  The Scheme ensures primarily that fallen 
bovine animals over 48 months, which must be BSE-tested in accordance with EU legislation, 
are disposed of in compliance with all animal and public health and environmental regulations. 

A review of the Fallen Animal TSE Subsidy Scheme was undertaken in 2013, in consultation 
with stakeholders. This review took into account TSE testing requirements, Animal By-Product 
(ABP) regulations, budgetary considerations, the need to maintain competition and the need for 
an adequate collection and disposal infrastructure including the availability of adequate render-
ing capacity especially in the event of a serious (Class A) disease outbreak. 

A number of changes were introduced to the collection of fallen animals under the scheme 
in 2013. Those included enhanced compliance provisions and putting limits on the distance 
for material from fallen animals over 48 months can be transported while maintaining a com-
petitive aspect to the market including a provision whereby animal collectors would have a 
choice of at least two rendering plants for disposal of fallen animal material. 

These changes were introduced by amendment to the terms and conditions of the fallen ani-
mal scheme. There was no requirement for a Statutory Instrument for this purpose.

03/10/2019WRO01700Aquaculture Licence Applications

03/10/2019WRO01800269. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a decision in relation to a licence application by a person (details supplied) will be reviewed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40278/19]

03/10/2019WRO01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment considers all applications for aquaculture licences in accordance with the provisions of 
the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act, the 1933 Foreshore Act and applicable EU legislation. 
The licensing process involves consultation with a wide range of scientific and technical advis-
ers as well as various Statutory Consultees. The legislation also provides for a period of public 
consultation.

In addition, the legislation governing aquaculture licensing provides for an appeals mech-
anism. Appeals against licence decisions are a matter for the Aquaculture Licences Appeals 
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Board (ALAB) which is an independent statutory body. Full details of the appeals process can 
be obtained at: http://www.alab.ie/appealsprocess/ 

A Determination has been made in respect of the specific application referred to by the 
Deputy. As the statutory appeal period has not expired in respect of this specific application, it 
would not be appropriate for me to comment further at this time.

03/10/2019WRO02000Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme

03/10/2019WRO02100270. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a TAMS application by a person (details supplied) will be reviewed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40335/19]

03/10/2019WRO02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion was received from the person named under tranche 13 for the Dairy Equipment Scheme 
which passed the initial administrative checks but was not selected for approval under the rank-
ing and selection process. The application then rolled over to tranche 14 and again did not pass 
the ranking and selection under this tranche. This application will now roll over again for con-
sideration under tranche 15.   It is open to the person named to submit a new application bearing 
in mind that an applicant will receive additional marks where the costs provided are below the 
reference costs and the scheme requirements regarding deposits.   

The person named also applied for grant aid under tranche 15 for the Animal Welfare Safety 
and Nutrient Storage Scheme of TAMS II.   This application has been subject to and passed the 
administrative checks required and will be subject to the ranking and selection process after the 
closure of tranche 15 on 4 October 2019 when all applications submitted under tranche 15 have 
been subject to these checks.  Ranking and selection is the process of ranking each application 
in each tranche using certain pre-defined criteria.  Details of this criteria for all TAMS II mea-
sures including the Animal Welfare Safety and Nutrient Storage Scheme are available on the 
Department’s website.

03/10/2019WRO02300Beef Industry

03/10/2019WRO02400271. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
progress to date in implementing the measures announced following recent negotiations with 
farming organisations and the meat sector in relation to the urgent need to improve price returns 
to farmers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40446/19]

03/10/2019WRO02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There have 
been a series of formal negotiations with beef stakeholders, facilitated by my Department, since 
early August, culminating in an agreement being reached between stakeholders on Sunday 15 
September. 

The parties to the Agreement reached on 15 September are:

- Meat Industry Ireland

- Irish Cattle and Sheep Farmers Association

- Macra na Feirme

- Independent Farmers Organisation of Ireland
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- Irish Creamery Milk Suppliers Association

- Beef Plan Movement

- Irish Farmers Association

- Irish Natura and Hill Farmers Association

 The full text of the Agreement is available at:

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/farmingsectors/beef/Agreement15Septem-
ber170919.pdf.

The Agreement involves a number of interventions which will provide immediate benefit 
for beef producers, as well as a range of strategic measures which seek to address structural 
imbalances in the sector.

Beef producers will benefit from an   immediate increase in a range of bonuses. This will 
increase the level of bonus being paid on certain animals, as well as significantly increasing the 
number of animals which are eligible for a bonus. The cumulative effect is that over 70% of 
all steer and heifers slaughtered will now be eligible for a bonus on top of the base price paid. 

A number of actions in the area of market transparency, beef promotion and strengthening 
the position of the farmer in the supply chain are included in the Agreement. These measures set 
a course towards greater clarity for all stakeholders involved in the beef supply chain, primarily 
farmers.  

My Department is also proactively engaging with several potential beef Producer Organisa-
tions, which have to potential to strengthen the bargaining power of beef farmers in the supply 
chain. The first beef Producer Organisation was official recognised by my Department on 11th 
September.

I am establishing a Beef Market Taskforce to provide the leadership to develop a sustainable 
pathway for the future of the beef sector in terms of economic, environmental and social sus-
tainability.   The Taskforce will provide for a robust implementation structure for commitments 
entered into in the Agreement, with timelines and stakeholder engagement.  Furthermore, the 
Beef Market Taskforce will offer a suitable platform for strategic engagement with key stake-
holders, including retailers and regulatory authorities.

I am pleased to announce that I have appointed Michael Dowling as independent Chair of 
the Taskforce. Its membership will include representatives from my Department, relevant State 
agencies, farm organisations and the meat industry.  Arrangements for the first meeting of the 
Taskforce are currently being finalised.

03/10/2019WRO02600Common Agricultural Policy Negotiations

03/10/2019WRO02700272. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
most recent proposals put forward at the EU Agriculture Council in relation to the need to en-
sure there is no reduction in funding for CAP post-2020; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40447/19]

03/10/2019WRO02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The European 
Commission has proposed, as part of the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) 2021-2027, 
that funding for the Common Agricultural Policy should be set at €365 billion.  This equates 
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to a cut of approximately 5% to the CAP budget in the next MFF period 2021 - 2027.  I have 
previously stated that the proposed cut is unacceptable for Ireland.

Negotiations on the MFF proposals have commenced and are running in parallel to the 
CAP post-2020 negotiations. The MFF is a critical matter for all Member States and its agree-
ment requires unanimity at the EU Council.  It is clear that there are divergent views among 
Member States on the appropriate level for the budget.  While some Member States (including 
Ireland) have indicated their willingness to increase their contributions once they contribute to-
wards areas of added European value, there are others who feel equally strongly that the current 
proposals, such as they are, are too costly.  

Brexit further compounds the budgetary issue, with some €12 billion per annum in UK 
net contributions being removed from the budget post-2020.  

I continue to work at building consensus among my agriculture colleagues in Europe with 
regard to maintaining the CAP budget. In May last year, I co-signed a Joint Memorandum in 
Madrid, which calls for the CAP budget to be retained at current levels for the EU 27 post-
2020.  The memorandum has been supported by up to 20 other EU Agriculture Ministers.  We 
will continue to work together on this issue as the negotiations for the CAP post-2020 and its 
budgetary allocations progress.

At the Council of Agriculture Ministers, I have consistently called for an adequate CAP 
budget to meet the increasing demands being placed on farmers in the context of the post-
2020 CAP proposals, for example, in achieving greater climate ambition. Indeed, I made this 
point most recently at last week’s Informal Council meeting in Helsinki. 

Ireland will continue to work closely with its EU colleagues to build a consensus around the 
need to fight for a strong CAP budget as the negotiations progress. 

03/10/2019WRO02900Beef Environmental Efficiency Scheme Funding

03/10/2019WRO03000273. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the value of all approved applications under the beef environmental efficiency pilot; and 
the value of payments made to approved applicants to date. [40484/19]

03/10/2019WRO03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In January of 
this year, I launched the Beef Environmental Efficiency Pilot (BEEP), with a funding provision 
of €20m in 2019.  BEEP targets the weaning efficiency of suckler cows and calves - measuring 
the live weight of the calf pre-weaning as a percentage of the cow’s live weight. BEEP had been 
announced in Budget 2019 as part of the €78m Brexit package for the agri-food industry. As 
well as clear environmental and climate benefits, BEEP will provide additional farm income at 
a time of market volatility and uncertainty relating to Brexit. 

Some 19,131 farmers registered their interest in participating in the Pilot and they will qual-
ify for payment provided they comply with the requirements to weigh each cow and calf and 
provide the requisite data to ICBF in accordance with the Terms and Conditions. The €20 mil-
lion funding available will allow for payment of up to a maximum of €40 per calf. 

Some 476,432 calves were registered to these 19,131 herds in the relevant period. 223,753 
of these have weights recorded under BEEP to date. Payments to participants who have com-
pleted the requirements under the Pilot are scheduled to commence in the coming months.



Questions - Written Answers

124

03/10/2019WRO03200Animal Slaughtering Data

03/10/2019WRO03300274. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of cattle slaughtered to 30 September 2019 which originated from factory feed-
lots at approved beef exporting plants; and the percentage of such cattle from the total national 
beef kill in tabular form. [40485/19]

03/10/2019WRO03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As part of the 
TB eradication programme, beef finishing herds, if they meet the necessary criteria, are allowed 
to avail of a special status, termed “Controlled Finishing Unit”.  Where a herd meets the crite-
ria to be regarded as a ‘Controlled Finishing Unit’ under the programme, the herd is restricted 
under the TB Regulations and a special official supervisory and testing protocol is established. 
Such herds are not exempted from testing, reactor removal or disinfection requirements. 

Restricted Controlled Finishing Units are TB tested at least once a year. This Controlled 
Finishing Unit status arrangement allows the delivery of an effective level of disease risk man-
agement while controlling the risk of further disease spread in compliance with animal health 
legislation, and enabling business continuity in this particular type of enterprise through the 
inward movement of cattle.  Cattle from Controlled Finishing Unit herds restricted under the 
TB Eradication programme are only permitted to move to a EU-approved slaughter plant. 

As per data published on my Department’s website, the number of cattle slaughtered at ap-
proved beef exporting plants in 2019 to 31st August 2019 which originated from Controlled 
Finishing Units was 212,500.  This represents 17.94% of the total national beef kill in that pe-
riod.  The corresponding data  to end-September 2019 is not available at present but will be up-
dated and published on the Department’s website https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/animalhealth-
welfare/animalidentificationmovement/cattle/bovinebirthandmovementsmonthlyreports/) later 
this month. 

03/10/2019WRO03500Bord Bia Funding

03/10/2019WRO03600275. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if Bord Bia has applied for an increase in funding for 2020; if so, the amount requested; 
when the application will be decided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40486/19]

03/10/2019WRO03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Funding re-
quests and financial allocations for 2020 for all of the State Bodies under the aegis of my De-
partment, including Bord Bia, will be considered in the context of my Department’s Vote within 
Budget 2020 and will be announced in due course.

03/10/2019WRO03800National Broadband Plan Expenditure

03/10/2019WRO03900276. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the estimated cost of the national broadband plan; the amount paid to date; 
the expected amount that will be paid between now and the completion of the project; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40400/19]

03/10/2019WRO04000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The goal of the National Broadband Plan intervention is to engage a company to 
build, operate and maintain a high speed broadband network in order to provide access to high 
speed broadband services to every home, farm, school and business in Ireland – no matter 
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where they are located.    Since the Government’s decision on 7 May 2019 to approve the ap-
pointment of a preferred bidder to the National Broadband Plan, work has continued to finalise 
a contract with the preferred bidder, including the finalisation of financial and legal documents. 
The deployment of the NBP State Intervention network will commence shortly after the con-
tract is concluded with the preferred bidder.

The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years 
from the beginning of deployment and in the first year of roll out, the Bidder will deploy ap-
proximately 300 Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) across all counties. BCPs will provide 
a community based high speed broadband service, enhancing online participation and allow-
ing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these locations. The Bidder is aiming to pass 
133,000 premises at the end of the second year, with 70-100,000 passed each year thereafter 
until roll out is completed.

The procurement process has determined that the maximum cost to the State over the 25 
year term of the project will be €2.1bn, excluding VAT of €355m and contingency of €480m. 
The total spend to date on the procurement process and subsequent evaluation of tenders is 
€28,235,975 (including VAT).

While work continues on finalising the contract and in parallel to this work, I am consider-
ing the recommendations of the Joint Oireachtas Communications Committee report which was 
published recently. I will bring my deliberations of the report to Government in due course.

03/10/2019WRO04100Inland Fisheries Ireland

03/10/2019WRO04200277. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 2242 of 23 July 2019, if there are third-
party completed expressions of interest in the 2019 funding call for instream fishery enhance-
ment works through the midlands permit fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40184/19]

03/10/2019WRO04300279. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 2244 of 23 July 2019, his views on 
whether Inland Fisheries Ireland will undertake instream fishery enhancement works for brown 
trout in 2020 in view of the fact the anticipated source of funding for the 2020 instream fishery 
enhancement programme is coming from the salmon and seatrout rehabilitation, conservation 
and protection scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40186/19]

03/10/2019WRO04400280. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if funding has been awarded to expressions of interest for 2019; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40187/19]

03/10/2019WRO04500Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 277, 279 and 280 together.

As previously indicated in response to questions tabled by the Deputy project applications 
are made to Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) under funding schemes within National Strategy for 
Angling Development (NSAD) which opened earlier this year. 

I am advised by IFI that projects are in the final step of the process and awaiting IFI Board 
approval in line with the process for administering the funding schemes. I also understand that 
there is one completed third party project application to the Midland Fisheries Fund. 
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I would expect that details of projects that have been successful in their applications to 
Inland Fisheries Ireland in 2019 and have been approved by the Board will be notified to my 
Department and I will be happy will to announce details of the projects shortly. 

Sustainable funding schemes available to IFI for disbursement include the Salmon and Sea 
Trout Rehabilitation, Conservation and Protection Fund, due to the State through the sale of 
salmon and sea trout licences and the Midland Fisheries Fund, gathered through the sale of 
permits in the midland fisheries area. Some 50% of this State funding is made available for 
works related to the funds. The Midland Fisheries Fund does facilitate in-stream fisheries en-
hancement work in trout fisheries and I understand that works undertaken to improve habitat for 
salmon and sea trout also benefit other salmonid species. 

The Salmon and Sea Trout Rehabilitation, Conservation and Protection Fund is confined to 
these species in respect of which a licence fee is required. A further sustainable funding mecha-
nism to fund projects related to trout and other species nationally could be considered to if there 
were similar requirements for those species. 

The IFI budget for 2020 has yet to be finalised and I am advised that IFI allocate budget to 
priority works across the country. IFI has previously undertaken lagarosiphon weed control and 
stock management in the Western Lakes and is working on the Owenriff for example, and these 
initiatives are expected to continue. 

03/10/2019WRO04600Inland Fisheries Ireland

03/10/2019WRO04700278. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 2245 of 23 July 2019, if he will provide a 
report of the instream fishery enhancement work carried out under the Inland Fisheries Ireland 
and OPW memorandum of understanding in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [40185/19]

03/10/2019WRO04800Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment (Deputy Seán Canney): The memorandum of 2018 entitled Environmental River 
Enhancement Programme (EREP) relates to the Shared Service Agreement between the OPW 
and IFI. This umbrella title covers various series of scientific and habitat management inves-
tigations in arterially drained rivers, commenced in 2008. The EREP is the successor to the 
Environmental Drainage Maintenance or EDM Programme, involving a series of shared studies 
by OPW and IFI.    The EREP, as with the EDM, has undergone significant development and 
transformation during the period since its inception in 2008. The Shared Service Agreement of 
2018 set out a priority, within EREP, of an essential greater focus on scientific investigations 
within an emphasis on Water Framework Directive (WFD) requirements. 

The investigations undertaken in 2018 covered a range of issues, completing a detailed 
2-year examination of fish, habitat and barriers in the Inny catchment, continuing a programme 
of long-term monitoring of sites previously examined in the 1990s, examining options for OPW 
in regard to management of old channel meanders and of gravel traps among other priorities. 

The Shared Service Agreement identified that a number of proposals could be examined 
annually within EREP in the context of river enhancement. It was also agreed by OPW and IFI 
that, in line with the WFD, the status of any waterbody where river enhancement works might 
be proposed would be assessed in advance of undertaking any works. 

Waterbody status is assessed under WFD and an Ecological Quality Ratio or EQR is allo-
cated. This is a WFD management process and the EQR identifies if a waterbody is in HIGH, 
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GOOD, MODERATE, POOR or BAD status. Sites identified as being in HIGH or GOOD sta-
tus are deemed not to require further ‘intervention’ to improve status. The Agreement identified 
that detailed EQR data would be collected for fish community and for habitat in any waters 
where works were being proposed, in advance of any determination to proceed. 

It is, therefore, a priority that the scientific evidence gathering process, underpinning pro-
posed works, should be advanced and completed before any determination on proceeding with 
works is finalised. In that regard, and in view of the commencement of the current Shared Ser-
vice Agreement in 2018, thus far work has concentrated on the essential data gathering element 
agreed under EREP.   

  Questions Nos. 279 and 280 answered with Question No. 277.

03/10/2019WRP00200Renewable Heat Incentive

03/10/2019WRP00300281. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of applications (details supplied) for the SEAI renewable heat-deep ret-
rofit scheme; when a letter of offer will be issued; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40211/19]

03/10/2019WRP00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I understand this question relates to the Support Scheme for Renewable Heat which 
has been developed to financially support the adoption of renewable heating systems by com-
mercial, industrial, agricultural, district heating and other non-domestic heat users not covered 
by the EU Emissions Trading System.The first phase of the scheme, an installation grant for 
heat pumps, opened for applications in September 2018. Following EU State aid approval, the 
second phase of the scheme, an operational support for biomass boilers and anaerobic digestion 
heating systems, opened for applications in June of this year. Under this phase of the scheme, 
eligible renewable energy technologies will be supported through a multi-annual payment, for 
a period of up to 15 years, on the basis of prescribed tariffs. Under Project Ireland 2040, the 
National Development Plan sets out an allocation of €300 million for the roll-out of the scheme 
for the period up to 2027.   Applications received under the second phase of the scheme are be-
ing evaluated by SEAI, who administer the Support Scheme for Renewable Heat. SEAI inform 
me that the first projects have completed the evaluation process and are ready for approval. 
Prior to any projects being formally approved, an Annual Budget Cap for the scheme must be 
set. This is a financial safeguard that was included in the Government decision approving the 
scheme. It places an overall limit on the State’s annual expenditure in any given year and is one 
of a number of measures put in place based on lessons learned from similar schemes in other 
jurisdictions. 

The Annual Budget Cap will be set by me with the agreement of the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform. I plan to do this as part of the budgetary process and I expect the first 
projects to be formally approved this month. 

03/10/2019WRP00500Air Quality

03/10/2019WRP00600282. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to bring the clean air strategy to Government for approval; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40233/19]

03/10/2019WRP00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
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Bruton): I refer the reply to Question No 462 of 1 October. The position is unchanged.

03/10/2019WRP00800Bord na Móna

03/10/2019WRP00900283. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the steps he is taking to ensure a just transition in Bord na Móna in view of 
further concerns regarding the future of 2,000 jobs by the group of unions following a meeting 
with management at the end of September 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40257/19]

03/10/2019WRP01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Government has committed to delivering a whole of Government approach, and to 
working with local stakeholders, to ensure that a just transition is provided to those impacted 
by Ireland’s move away from carbon-intensive sources of fuel, such as peat.    There will be 
several strands to Government’s response. These include the diversification of Bord na Móna; 
an accelerated programme of bog restoration; and other initiatives for regional development.

The whole of Government Climate Action Plan was designed with the aim of embedding 
the concept of just transition into policy instruments. It is essential that the burdens borne are 
fair and those regions and sectors that have to bear most of the adverse effects of the change 
necessary can have this mitigated to some effect. 

A ‘Just Transition Review Group’ has been established within the National Economic and 
Social Council. This Review Group will review the ongoing transition and identify specific 
transition needs for those affected, as well as wider communities and enterprises.

An interdepartmental group, led by Department of An Taoiseach, has also been established 
to develop a just transition plan for the Midlands.

Bord na Móna has been an integral part of the commercial and social development of the 
Midlands for decades, creating significant employment in the region. Government intends for 
this to continue into the future.

In its strategy to exit peat, Bord na Móna envisages the development and scaling up of new 
business opportunities to ensure the future commercial viability of the company and enable it 
to continue to fulfil its mandate to be an employer of scale in the Midlands. 

I want to assure the Deputy that I am monitoring the situation closely and am acutely con-
scious of the impact the recent uncertainty is having on the employees of Bord na Móna, their 
families, and the wider communities. 

03/10/2019WRP01100Mobile Telephony Services

03/10/2019WRP01200284. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to quell health concerns regarding 5G roll out; the actions he will take to 
ensure that information is provided on the health impact of 5G roll out here; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40260/19]

03/10/2019WRP01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): 5G is the next generation of mobile communications and has the potential to deliver 
hugely enhanced connectivity. Ireland welcomes the benefits that the enhanced connectivity 
and technology will bring.    It is expected that 5G will be commercialised over the next few 
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years. Rollout in Ireland is primarily a matter for private mobile network operators, operating 
on a commercial basis.

As Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment, I have policy responsi-
bility for matters pertaining to public exposure to non-ionising radiation. This is an area that is 
kept under review and earlier this year I assigned a new statutory function to the Environmental 
Protection Agency to provide general information to the public on matters pertaining to public 
exposure to non-ionising radiation, to monitor international scientific developments and pro-
vide independent advice to my Department in this area. Information is published on the EPA’s 
website at www.epa.ie/radiation/emf 

Irish policy in this area is informed by a substantial volume of internationally recognised 
scientific research and evidence. This includes the guidelines set down by the International 
Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection, the ICNIRP. 

These guidelines provide scientifically-based exposure limits that are applicable to both 
public and occupational exposure from electromagnetic fields (EMF), including 5G. ICNIRP 
guidelines apply up to a frequency of 300 gigahertz (GHz), well above the maximum frequen-
cies being considered for 5G. ComReg, the independent telecoms regulatory authority, ensures 
that licensed mobile operators comply with their licence conditions and do not exceed ICNIRP 
guidelines. 

In 2015, the Irish Government commissioned a report by the National Institute for Public 
Health and the Environment of the Netherlands (RIVM). This was published in 2016 and is 
entitled “Electromagnetic Fields in the Irish Context”. It examined and synthesised existing 
peer-reviewed research into clear findings, with particular focus on the potential health effects 
of electric and magnetic fields arising from high voltage power lines, and electromagnetic fields 
from base stations for mobile communication. This report reaffirms the overall conclusion of 
an earlier 2007 report, “Health Effects of Electromagnetic Fields”, that there is insufficient 
evidence to establish a causal relationship between exposure to low-frequency electromagnetic 
fields and adverse health effects. 

03/10/2019WRP01400Energy Efficiency

03/10/2019WRP01500285. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the position regarding funding streams which are available to gym owners and 
fitness entrepreneurs to assist with the significant costs associated with purchasing self-power 
generating treadmills and exercise bikes thus ensuring the business has a higher degree of en-
ergy self-sufficiency and incentivises companies to be more green conscious, energy efficient 
and environmentally aware; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40261/19]

03/10/2019WRP01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department supports businesses through a range of supports and grants admin-
istered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI).   As the scope for reductions in 
energy or related carbon emissions from the technologies the Deputy mentions is limited, and 
as the focus for grant supports needs to be on technologies with the potential to deliver the most 
effective impact (i.e. significant users of heat or electricity), no specific supports are envisaged 
for this type of equipment. However, the Excellence in Energy Efficient Design (EXEED) grant 
scheme can be applied to any investment project where energy is a factor. EXEED has sup-
ported a number of projects in the Leisure Sector. Power generating treadmills and exercise 
bikes could form part of an overall investment in an energy efficiency project in a leisure centre. 
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Beyond the specific grant supports available, the SEAI also provides information and ad-
visory services to businesses. These range from an SME guide to energy efficiency and case 
study examples of best practice to advice on energy efficiency design. New online audio-visual 
modules for businesses focusing on energy efficiency opportunities are also being developed 
and will be available in the coming months. 

By availing of these supports and improving their energy efficiency, businesses can cut costs 
as well as carbon, free up resources that can be invested in more productive activity, improve 
their competitiveness, resilience, and green credentials. I would encourage all businesses to 
engage with SEAI to benefit from these supports.  

03/10/2019WRP01700Energy Policy

03/10/2019WRP01800286. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the status of the roll out of smart metering; the number of smart meters 
installed to date; the rights of householders and consumers with regard to the installation of 
smart meters; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40323/19]

03/10/2019WRP01900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Smart Meter Upgrade is a meter replacement programme which will result in 
the upgrade of over 2 million meters to modern, smart-ready technology. These new genera-
tion electricity meters are being rolled out across Europe and internationally and when the 
programme completes in Ireland in 2024 all domestic and business premises will have a new 
modern meter installed.    The upgrade to smart meters will encourage energy efficiency, sup-
port an increase in renewable power on the energy system, and result in lower overall costs 
for consumers. The installation of smart meters is a key enabler for the energy transition to a 
decarbonised system as outlined in the Government’s Climate Action Plan. 

There will be no need for estimated bills with smart meters. Accurate energy usage informa-
tion across the day will enable consumers to be more efficient in their use of electricity and save 
money (e.g. by using appliances off peak). This will, in turn, reduce the need for less efficient 
and more costly generation at peak times and support the increase in renewable power on the 
electricity system. 

The programme is being coordinated by the Commission for Regulation of Utilities with 
ESB Networks responsible for rolling out smart-ready electricity meters and Gas Networks 
Ireland responsible for the installation of smart-ready gas meters. 

A customer who does not want an upgraded meter will be able to decline to have this new 
meter installed. However, the intention is that the default position will be for the installation of 
a smart meter for newly constructed dwellings and other premises or where meters are due for 
replacement at the end of their life. Under its licence ESB Networks is required to have in place 
a code of practice covering persons visiting land and/or premises on behalf of the licensee and 
a Complaints Handling Procedure which applies in the event that an issue arises.

The rollout plan is scheduled to replace 250,000 electricity meters between autumn 2019 
and the end of 2020 and a further 500,000 meters every year from 2021 to 2024. On 2 Septem-
ber 2019 ESB Networks commenced the replacement of over 2 million electricity meters with 
new smart-ready meters. I have been informed that as of 30 September 2,000 electricity meters 
have been installed.
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03/10/2019WRP02000Energy Prices

03/10/2019WRP02100287. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the rank of Ireland in the EU in terms of electricity and gas prices; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40464/19]

03/10/2019WRP02200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard Bru-
ton): Electricity and gas retail markets in Ireland are commercial, liberalised and competitive 
and operate within national and European regulatory regimes. Responsibility for the regulation 
of the electricity and gas markets is solely a matter for the independent regulator, the Commis-
sion for Regulation of Utilities (CRU), which was assigned responsibility for the regulation of 
the Irish electricity market following the enactment of the Electricity Regulation Act, 1999, and 
subsequent legislation. The regulation of retail market prices for electricity in Ireland ended in 
2011 and for gas prices in 2014. Price setting is wholly a commercial and operational matter for 
electricity suppliers with no regulatory approval involved.   The Government is acutely aware 
of the financial challenges faced by families and businesses from electricity and gas prices, with 
the main thrust of Government policy on energy costs focused on the competitive market and 
the provision of supports for energy efficiency. Government policy has supported competition 
to drive down prices. Data from approved price comparison sites (www.bonkers.ie and www.
switcher.ie) shows that consumers can make significant savings by switching energy suppliers 
in the competitive market. In addition, the Government has provided more than €100 million in 
capital funding for energy efficiency schemes in 2019.

The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) is the lead organisation for the submis-
sion of Irish data on electricity and gas prices to EUROSTAT, and publishes reports and analy-
sis of these statistics twice yearly, which include Ireland’s EU ranking in terms of energy prices. 
The latest SEAI energy prices report covering July-December 2019 is available on the SEAI 
website at: https://www.seai.ie/publications/Price-Directive-2nd-Semester-2018.pdf 

The latest SEAI report highlights that Ireland continues to have amongst the highest electric-
ity and gas prices for household and business customers within the EU. While overall electricity 
costs are influenced by various drivers, Ireland’s elevated position in European rankings should 
be seen in the context of a number of drivers, including high reliance on imported fossil fuels 
for electricity generation, the small size of the Irish market, and a widely dispersed low density 
population that increases costs associated with electricity and gas transmission and distribution. 

03/10/2019WRP02300National Broadband Plan

03/10/2019WRP02400288. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when he expects to sign the contract for the national broadband plan; the roll out 
timetable in terms of the number of premises to be connected in each quarter of 2020 and 2021; 
the number expected to be connected at the end of 2021; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40466/19]

03/10/2019WRP02500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Every home, farm, school and business in Ireland will have access to high speed 
broadband – no matter where they are located – following the Government’s decision to ap-
prove the appointment of a preferred bidder to the National Broadband Plan. Under this plan, 
Ireland will become one of the first countries in the world to ensure that those in rural areas have 
the same digital opportunities as those in urban areas.    This is being achieved through a com-
bination of commercial investment across the country, and a State intervention in those areas 
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where commercial operators acting alone are unlikely to invest. The NBP has been a catalyst 
in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector. In 2012, less than 700,000, or 30% of Irish 
premises had access to high speed broadband. Today, 74% of the 2.4 million premises in Ireland 
can access high speed broadband. 

The goal of the National Broadband Plan intervention is to engage a company to build, oper-
ate and maintain the NBP State intervention network. 

The Government decision on 7 May 2019 means that it is intended to award the State Inter-
vention contract to National Broadband Ireland, subject to contract close, including the finalisa-
tion of financial and legal documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network will 
commence shortly after that. 

The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment.

A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once the contract is signed. In the 
first year of roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Connection Points 
(BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed in 
each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, enhancing 
online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these locations. 

The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises at the end of the second year, with 70-
100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

Work continues on finalising the contract and in parallel to this work, I am considering the 
recommendations of the Joint Oireachtas Communications Committee report which was pub-
lished recently. I will bring my deliberations of the report to Government in due course.

03/10/2019WRP02600Motor Insurance

03/10/2019WRP02700289. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has had 
discussions with the EU Commission regarding agreeing, under article 8(2) of the motor insur-
ance directive, a mechanism to avoid the need for green cards for cross-Border drivers in view 
of Brexit; the progress made to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40285/19]

03/10/2019WRP02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The UK Government 
has confirmed that, in the event of a no-deal Brexit, Green Cards will not be necessary for Irish 
motorists entering the UK.  Valid Irish insurance discs will be accepted as proof of insurance 
cover.

A number of small exceptions apply. In relation to Irish registered motorcycles or agricul-
tural tractor vehicles, some of these vehicles display insurance discs and some do not.  In these 
cases, no additional documentation is required if the vehicle displays a valid Irish insurance 
disc.  However, if the vehicle does not display a valid Irish insurance disc, it is recommended 
that a motor insurance certificate or a Green Card is carried in the vehicle.  Any policyholder 
with an Irish registered vehicle who requests a Green Card from their insurance provider will 
be issued with one.  

EU law governs vehicles registered in non-EU countries travelling to the EU. Under the 
EU Motor Insurance Directive (2009/103/EC), the default position is that Green Cards will 
be required as proof of motor insurance for UK-registered vehicles entering the EU, including 
Ireland, post Brexit.  This means that UK and Northern Ireland registered vehicles will require 
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a Green Card if driving to Ireland.  

My Department and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade have made a number of 
requests to the European Commission regarding its intentions to fix a date under Article 8(2) of 
the Motor Insurance Directive from which the carrying of Green Cards would not be required 
after the UK has exited the EU.  While the Commission has confirmed that such a measure is 
not part of its published Contingency Plan, my officials are continuing to pursue this matter 
with the Commission. 

03/10/2019WRP02900Roads Maintenance Funding

03/10/2019WRP03000290. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of funding for an area (details supplied); and when works will commence. [40179/19]

03/10/2019WRP03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant local au-
thority in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those 
roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  

I understand that Cork City Council prepared proposals for an upgrade of Tinkers Cross in 
order to attract funding under the National Transport Authority’s (NTA) Regional Cities Pro-
gramme but has not been successful to date due to the available budgetary allocation for the 
city being limited relative to the number of projects to be undertaken.  Cork City Council is 
continuing to engage with the NTA on this matter. 

Noting the NTA’s involvement in the matter and the publication of the draft Cork Metro-
politan Area Transport Strategy , I have referred the Deputy’s questions to the NTA for a more 
detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 days.

03/10/2019WRP03200Sports Funding

03/10/2019WRP03300291. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the fund-
ing provided to each local sports partnership in each of the years 2016 to 2018 by funding type, 
that is, core funding, women in sport programme and so on. [40224/19]

03/10/2019WRP03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Sport Ireland, which 
is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with responsibility for the development of 
sport, increasing participation at all levels and raising standards, including the allocation of 
funding across its various programmes. This includes the allocation of funding to Local Sports 
Partnerships. I have no role in the process.

I have referred the Deputy’s question to Sport Ireland for direct reply. I would ask the 
Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not received within 10 days.

03/10/2019WRP03500Sports Funding

03/10/2019WRP03600292. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the rea-
son, in the case of each local sports partnership that did not receive funding, no allocation was 
made under the women in sport programmes in 2018. [40225/19]
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03/10/2019WRP03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Sport Ireland, which 
is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with responsibility for the development of 
sport, increasing participation at all levels and raising standards, including the allocation of 
funding across its various programmes. This includes the allocation of funding to Local Sports 
Partnerships. I have no role in the process.

I have referred the Deputy’s question to Sport Ireland for direct reply. I would ask the 
Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not received within 10 days.

03/10/2019WRP03800Sports Funding

03/10/2019WRP03900293. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the spe-
cific criteria and specific weighting applied to each criteria in determining funding allocations 
to local sports partnerships. [40226/19]

03/10/2019WRP04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Sport Ireland, which 
is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with responsibility for the development of 
sport, increasing participation at all levels and raising standards, including the allocation of 
funding across its various programmes. This includes the allocation of funding to Local Sports 
Partnerships. I have no role in the process.

I have referred the Deputy’s question to Sport Ireland for direct reply. I would ask the 
Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not received within 10 days.

03/10/2019WRP04100Sports Funding

03/10/2019WRP04200294. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when it 
is planned to announce the 2019 allocations to the local sports partnerships; and the reason for 
the delay. [40227/19]

03/10/2019WRP04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Sport Ireland, which 
is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with responsibility for the development of 
sport, increasing participation at all levels and raising standards, including the allocation of 
funding across its various programmes. This includes the allocation of funding to Local Sports 
Partnerships. I have no role in the process.

I have referred the Deputy’s question to Sport Ireland for direct reply. I would ask the 
Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not received within 10 days.

03/10/2019WRP04400Bus Éireann

03/10/2019WRP04500295. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
policy and the policy of Bus Éireann relative to paternity leave; if pension contributions con-
tinue to be paid for the employee during the period of leave; if it is paid leave; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40247/19]

03/10/2019WRP04600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have overall responsibility for policy and funding in

relation to public transport.  The issue raised is an operational matter for Bus Éireann and I 
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have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply. Please advise my private 
office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

03/10/2019WRP04700Sports Capital Programme Applications

03/10/2019WRP04800296. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
an application for a sports capital grant by a club (details supplied) in County Westmeath; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40264/19]

03/10/2019WRP04900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme closed for applications on Fri-
day 19th October last.  By that deadline, a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking a 
total of €162m in funding.  

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January. 

619 equipment only applications were assessed next and 466 allocations with a value of 
€9.8m were announced to these organisations in May.

Work is now underway in assessing the remaining applications for capital works, including 
an application from the organisation referred to by the Deputy.  

For the first time, applicants who submitted incorrect documentation under this round are 
being given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. While 
there will be no undue delay in completing the assessment process, in view of the opportunity to 
correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the detailed information 
contained in each application, it is likely to take a further number of weeks to have all applica-
tions assessed with allocations announced shortly after that.  

03/10/2019WRP05000Sports Capital Programme Applications

03/10/2019WRP05100297. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
an application for a sports capital grant by a club (details supplied) in County Westmeath; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40265/19]

03/10/2019WRP05200Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme closed for applications on Fri-
day 19th October last.  By that deadline, a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking a 
total of €162m in funding.  

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January. 

619 equipment only applications were assessed next and 466 allocations with a value of 
€9.8m were announced to these organisations in May.

Work is now underway in assessing the remaining applications for capital works, including 



Questions - Written Answers

136

an application from the organisation referred to by the Deputy.  

For the first time, applicants who submitted incorrect documentation under this round are 
being given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. While 
there will be no undue delay in completing the assessment process, in view of the opportunity to 
correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the detailed information 
contained in each application, it is likely to take a further number of weeks to have all applica-
tions assessed with allocations announced shortly after that.  

03/10/2019WRP05300Sports Capital Programme Applications

03/10/2019WRP05400298. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
an application for a sports capital grant by a club (details supplied) in County Westmeath; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40266/19]

03/10/2019WRP05500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme closed for applications on Fri-
day 19th October last.  By that deadline, a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking a 
total of €162m in funding.  

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January.   

The club referred to by the Deputy submitted one of these applications and was awarded 
a grant.   The club has subsequently received formal approval to start their project.  

03/10/2019WRP05600Sports Capital Programme Applications

03/10/2019WRP05700299. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
an application for a sports capital grant for a club (details supplied) in County Westmeath; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40269/19]

03/10/2019WRP05800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme closed for applications on Fri-
day 19th October last.  By that deadline, a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking a 
total of €162m in funding.  

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January. 

619 equipment only applications were assessed next and 466 allocations with a value of 
€9.8m were announced to these organisations in May.

Work is now underway in assessing the remaining applications for capital works, including 
an application from the organisation referred to by the Deputy.  

For the first time, applicants who submitted incorrect documentation under this round are 
being given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. While 
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there will be no undue delay in completing the assessment process, in view of the opportunity to 
correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the detailed information 
contained in each application, it is likely to take a further number of weeks to have all applica-
tions assessed with allocations announced shortly after that.  

03/10/2019WRP05900Bus Services

03/10/2019WRP06000300. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
a planned new bus service for Mullingar, County Westmeath; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40275/19]

03/10/2019WRP06100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have overall responsibility for policy and funding in relation to 
public transport.  The issue raised is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and 
I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private 
office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

03/10/2019WRQ00100Written Answers Nos. 301-320

03/10/2019WRQ00200Sports Capital Programme Applications

03/10/2019WRQ00300301. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
an application for a sports capital grant by a club (details supplied) in County Westmeath; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40276/19]

03/10/2019WRQ00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme (SCP) closed for applications 
on Friday 19th October last.  By that deadline, a record 2,337 applications were submitted seek-
ing a total of €162m in funding.  

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January. 

619 applications for sports equipment only were assessed next and 466 allocations with 
a value of €9.8m were announced to these organisations in May. The club referred to by the 
Deputy submitted an application for sports equipment under the 2018 SCP.  Unfortunately, 
given the level of demand and the amount of funding available under the programme, it was not 
possible to allocate grants to every eligible applicant.  In this regard, the club referred to did 
not receive a sufficiently high score at assessment stage at qualify for a grant on this occasion.   

As soon as all allocations have been made under the current round, my Department will 
carry out a review of all aspects of the 2018 round of the programme to include any possible 
improvements for the future. This review will include consideration of the timing and scale of 
the next round and it will be open to the club in question to submit a new application for fund-
ing under this next round.

03/10/2019WRQ00500Sports Capital Programme Applications
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03/10/2019WRQ00600302. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
an application for a sports capital grant by a club (details supplied) in County Westmeath; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40277/19]

03/10/2019WRQ00700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme closed for applications on Fri-
day 19th October last.  By that deadline, a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking a 
total of €162m in funding.  

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January. 

619 equipment only applications were assessed next and 466 allocations with a value of 
€9.8m were announced to these organisations in May.

Work is now underway in assessing the remaining applications for capital works, including 
an application from the organisation referred to by the Deputy.  

For the first time, applicants who submitted incorrect documentation under this round are 
being given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. While 
there will be no undue delay in completing the assessment process, in view of the opportunity to 
correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the detailed information 
contained in each application, it is likely to take a further number of weeks to have all applica-
tions assessed with allocations announced shortly after that.

03/10/2019WRQ00800Light Rail Projects

03/10/2019WRQ00900303. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a feasibil-
ity study on extending the proposed MetroLink to Firhouse, Dublin 24, will be authorised; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40280/19]

03/10/2019WRQ01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the 
planning and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area.

As the Deputy may be aware, there is a statutory Transport Strategy for the Greater Dub-
lin Area 2016-2035 as prepared by the National Transport Authority. It sets out the strategic 
transport priorities for the period in the Greater Dublin Area and provides for a wide range of 
improvements across all modes of public transport and active travel. Importantly it is also a 
statutory requirement that relevant land-use strategies in the area are consistent with the Trans-
port Strategy.  

In relation to metro, there is no provision in the Transport Strategy for a metro service to 
Firhouse, Dublin 24; however, the Strategy is required to be reviewed every 6 years and new 
projects can be considered as part of that review of the Strategy. I am informed that the NTA 
will commence this review during 2020.

03/10/2019WRQ01100Bus Services
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03/10/2019WRQ01200304. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the concerns of residents of south west County Dublin that BusConnects 
by itself will not provide adequate public transport capacity for the area; his plans to improve 
public transport in the area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40281/19]

03/10/2019WRQ01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the plan-
ning and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, including 
BusConnects.

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities on this matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to 
the company for a more detailed reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a 
reply within 10 working days.

03/10/2019WRQ01400Sports Capital Programme

03/10/2019WRQ01500305. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
develop a special stream of funding for sports clubs that want to install disabled access to their 
facilities. [40282/19]

03/10/2019WRQ01600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) is the primary vehicle for Government 
support for the development of sports and physical recreation facilities and the purchase of 
non-personal sports equipment throughout the country.   

The guide to making an application under the SCP is available on the Department’s website 
and specifically states that projects to improve disability access are eligible for funding under 
the programme.  It is also a requirement that all projects funded by the SCP must be accessible 
to people with disabilities.  At assessment stage extra marks are awarded to projects that are 
specifically targeted at increasing participation among people with disabilities or with mental 
health issues.

In light of the prominence already given to accessibility in the SCP, I have no plans at pres-
ent to introduce a special stream of funding specifically for disabled access projects.

03/10/2019WRQ01700Road Projects Status

03/10/2019WRQ01800306. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of the Athy southern distributor road construction; the amount spent on the road to date; if the 
construction of the road will be funded until its completion; and when it is due to be completed. 
[40283/19]

03/10/2019WRQ01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant local au-
thority in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those 
roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  Each 
local authority is the contracting authority for the purpose of implementation of regional and 
local road improvement projects.

Under Project Ireland 2040 my Department is committed at present to providing grant fund-
ing towards the cost of 12 significant capital road improvement schemes, including the Athy 
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Southern Distributor Road.   As regards grant expenditure to date on this scheme, the Regional 
and Local Road payment booklets available in the Oireachtas library provide details of grant 
payments made by my Department in previous years.  As regards 2019, €3 million was allo-
cated to the Athy scheme at the start of the year and €617,778 of the allocation has been drawn 
down to date this year.  

The Project Ireland 2040 road improvement projects are managed on a programme basis 
with allocations determined on an annual basis depending on progress with individual schemes 
and taking into account the available capital budget.

03/10/2019WRQ02000Sport and Recreational Development

03/10/2019WRQ02100307. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the basis 
for an allocation of €20,350 to a partnership (details supplied) in 2018 under the women in sport 
programme in view of the fact that the median allocation across all partnerships was €4,000; 
the purpose of the allocation; and the specific projects and location of projects it has been spent 
on. [40300/19]

03/10/2019WRQ02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Sport Ireland, which 
is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with responsibility for the development of 
sport, increasing participation at all levels and raising standards, including the allocation of 
funding across its various programmes. This includes the allocation of funding to Local Sports 
Partnerships. I have no role in the process.

I have referred the Deputy’s question to Sport Ireland for direct reply. I would ask the 
Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not received within 10 days.

03/10/2019WRQ02300Rural Transport Programme Data

03/10/2019WRQ02400308. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
estimated number of the 1.9 million passenger journeys in 2018 supported by the rural trans-
port programme which were undertaken by young persons under 26 years of age; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40330/19]

03/10/2019WRQ02500309. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the policies and measures his Department is undertaking to support the increased use of rural 
transport services by young persons under 26 years of age; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40331/19]

03/10/2019WRQ02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 308 and 309 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport. 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the pro-
vision of public passenger transport services nationally. It also has national responsibility for 
integrated local and rural transport, including management of the Rural Transport Programme, 
which now operates under the Local Link brand. 

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have forwarded the Deputy’s questions 
to the NTA for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
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within ten working days.

03/10/2019WRQ02800Ports Traffic

03/10/2019WRQ02900310. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
truck capacity in each of Dublin, Rosslare, Ringaskiddy and Shannon Foynes ports; the num-
ber of trucks processed each day at each port under current circumstances; the number at each 
port in a no-deal Brexit scenario; the contingency plans at each port to deal with the potential 
backlog in the event of a no-deal Brexit in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40452/19]

03/10/2019WRQ03000311. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
container capacity in each of the Dublin, Rosslare, Ringaskiddy and Shannon Foynes ports; the 
number of containers processed each day at each port under current circumstances; the number 
at each port in a no-deal Brexit scenario; the contingency plans at each port to deal with the po-
tential backlog in the event of a no-deal Brexit in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40453/19]

03/10/2019WRQ03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 310 and 311 together.

The CSO publish figures annually for traffic in and out of the ports. These can be found 
at the following link: www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/er/spt/statisticsofporttraffic2018/. 
For ease of reference the relevant tables are attached at Appendix 1.

As you will understand, the number of units can vary greatly from day to day due to sea-
sonal factors or day of the week. Rosslare estimate they handle an average of 330 RoRo units 
per day.  Dublin Port has an estimated daily average of 2700 RoRo units and 2000 LoLo TEUs. 
The Port of Cork report a daily move count of 85 LoLo TEUs at their Ringaskiddy Terminal 
and 850 LoLo TEUs at their facility in Tivoli.  There are 3 RoRo sailings out of Cork every 
week in the summer season with an average now of 30 RoRo units on each of these sailings. 
There are 2 RoRo sailings out of Cork during the Winter months with an average of 40 RoRo 
units per sailing. 

Additionally Dublin Port publishes quarterly figures on their website.  These can be accessed 
at: www.dublinport.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/DPC-Throughput-Statistics-Q2-2019.pdf. 
For ease of reference the relevant tables are set out at Appendix 2.

Feedback from the Irish ports is that they all have spare capacity.

In relation to contingency plans, the Government has extensive preparations in place for 
a possible no-deal Brexit on 31 October 2019. In its Action Plan published in July 2019, the 
Government acknowledged that a no deal Brexit will be highly disruptive and will have pro-
found implications across all aspects of society. It will be impossible for the UK to maintain the 
current seamless arrangements with the EU across the full range of sectors including transport 
connectivity, trade flows and supply chains. The contingency plans in place, including in the 
transport sector, will mitigate but cannot eliminate the impacts of a no-deal Brexit.

The re-introduction of customs or border controls as a consequence of Brexit will undoubt-
edly increase transit times for all traffic travelling via or from the UK to Continental Europe, 
including for many Irish importers and exporters. 

The three locations for which Ireland is heavily dependent on connectivity to the UK are 
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Dublin Port, Dublin Airport and Rosslare Europort.  The Office of Public Works has worked 
across Government with relevant agencies and Departments in delivering the required facili-
ties for these agriculture, health and customs checks at these locations. Temporary facilities are 
now in place to meet the needs of these agencies. Additional staffing in Customs, Agriculture 
and Health have been recruited and trained to provide the necessary support and to manage the 
efficient movement of freight and people through these locations.  

The necessary associated staffing and IT systems are also in place. Testing of the relevant IT 
systems is continuing. Communications with stakeholders is ongoing and will continue during 
October 2019.

Trade between Port of Cork, Shannon Foynes Port Company and UK is more limited and is 
not exposed to the implications of Brexit in the same way as Dublin Port and Rosslare Europort. 
However, both ports have also been contingency planning for Brexit, including planning for 
any opportunities that may arise.  While Shannon Foynes handles no LoLo or RoRo presently, 
I am aware that as part of their expansion plans and Brexit contingency planning, the Port is 
currently examining the viability of new direct container services from Foynes to Europe. Op-
portunities for new routes are also being explored on an ongoing basis by Irish Ports with other 
European Ports and shipping companies. I am aware also that Port of Cork is also seeking to 
identify new business opportunities that may flow from Brexit.  

My Department is working closely with other agencies to have appropriate traffic manage-
ment plans in place in the event that there is significant congestion in Dublin Port that impacts 
on wider traffic flows in the surrounding Dublin road network.  

A traffic Management Planning Exercise is underway in Rosslare with the State agencies 
and Wexford County Council and will be finalised for 31st October. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-03_pq310-3-10-19_en.docx”>Appendix 1 and 2</a>]

03/10/2019WRQ03300Action Plan for Rural Development Implementation

03/10/2019WRQ03400312. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
status of the implementation of action 35 of Realising Our Rural Potential - Action Plan for 
Rural Development to introduce a new single targeted youth funding scheme which will ad-
dress a range of factors including rural isolation; the way in which the scheme will address 
isolation among young persons in rural areas; the funding dedicated in the scheme to addressing 
the needs of young persons in rural areas; when the scheme will be open for applications; the 
number of potential beneficiaries; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40327/19]

03/10/2019WRQ03500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the Depu-
ty will be aware my Department is currently managing the most significant reform of youth 
services ever undertaken. This will provide an opportunity to identify need and to focus funding 
on young people most in need of intervention.  

Future development and investment in youth services will be informed by the mapping 
exercise completed in 2017, which mapped youth service provision across the State as well 
as an Area Profiling, Needs Assessment and Service Requirement tool which was designed in 
collaboration with the Education and Training Board (ETB) sector and was officially launched 
in January 2019. This mapping and tool will assist the Department and the relevant ETBs in 
developing a detailed social demographic profile in terms of both population numbers and de-
privation levels. My Department is committed to working with ETBs to identify requirements 
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in their area and facilitate decisions on service requirement by reference to evidenced need.

The Targeted Youth Funding Scheme has been allocated €35.18 million for 2019 to provide 
out of school supports to young people in their local communities to enable them to overcome 
adverse circumstances and achieve their full potential by strengthening their personal and so-
cial competencies. Young people aged 10 to 24 years of age who are described in the National 
Youth Strategy as marginalised, disadvantaged or vulnerable will be the primary target group 
for services available through the new scheme. 

The launch of the scheme is still expected to take place in December 2019 and the applica-
tions process will begin in January 2020. Following the applications process it is expected that 
the scheme will be fully operational in July 2020.

03/10/2019WRQ03600National Children’s Strategy

03/10/2019WRQ03700313. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
status of the implementation of action 43 in Realising Our Rural Potential - Action Plan for Ru-
ral Development to support the participation of young persons in rural areas in decision making; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40328/19]

03/10/2019WRQ03800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Action 43 of 
Realising Our Rural Potential – Action Plan for Rural Development relates to my Department’s 
National Strategy on Children and Young People’s Participation in Decision-making 2015-
2020. 

This Strategy was launched in June 2015, and is a constituent of Better Outcomes, Bright-
er Futures: The National Policy Framework for Children and Young People, 2014-2020. The 
strategy is guided and influenced by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(UNCRC) and the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights.

The Strategy builds on the infrastructure for children’s participation already established by 
the Department of Children and Youth Affairs through the 31 Comhairle na nÓg and Local Au-
thority structures around the country. This cross-government action plan strengthens the voice 
of children and young people in their local communities, in formal and informal education set-
tings, in health and social services and in the national context of government decision-making.

A key objective of the strategy is that children and young people will have a voice in their 
local communities.

Under action 2.5 of this Strategy the Department of Rural and Community Development 
will consult with children and young people in order to capture their views as part of the new 
rural policy development process. 

My Department and the Department of Rural and Community Development are in the early 
stages of exploring how young people’s voices can be heard under the current structures.

03/10/2019WRQ03900Child and Family Agency

03/10/2019WRQ04000314. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
way in which a person who has been taken into care under court instruction can obtain their 
records for the period of time. [40218/19]
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03/10/2019WRQ04100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I wish to thank 
the Deputy for his question. As this is an operational matter I have referred the question to 
Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, for their direct reply.

03/10/2019WRQ04200Child and Family Agency

03/10/2019WRQ04300315. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the 
case of persons (details supplied) will be addressed; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [40249/19]

03/10/2019WRQ04400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I wish to in-
form the Deputy that I am not in a position to comment on individual cases. I can confirm that 
this matter has been referred to Tusla, the Child and Family Agency for their appropriate atten-
tion and direct reply.

03/10/2019WRQ04500Youth Services Funding

03/10/2019WRQ04600316. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if in-
vestment will be increased in youth work in budget 2020 to support the work of youth organisa-
tions to deliver more and enhanced youth work services to young persons in County Kilkenny; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40252/19]

03/10/2019WRQ04700318. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her 
attention has been drawn to the fact that while overall expenditure has increased by 12% since 
2011 funding for youth work has only increased by 0.3%; if the lack of investment in youth 
services will be addressed in budget 2020 in order that voluntary youth organisations in County 
Kilkenny can meet the needs of young persons; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40254/19]

03/10/2019WRQ04800319. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the 
allocation to the youth service grant scheme will be increased (details supplied) in budget 2020 
in view of the fact that the allocation to the scheme is at 2005 levels not taking inflation into 
account; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40255/19]

03/10/2019WRQ04900327. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will address the lack of investment in youth work in budget 2020 (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [40309/19]

03/10/2019WRQ05000328. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
her attention has been drawn to the fact that while the budget of her Department has increased 
by €511 million between 2014 and 2019 only 2% of that additional funding has been allocated 
to support youth work; her plans to increase the proportion of departmental funding for youth 
work in budget 2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40310/19]

03/10/2019WRQ05100329. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her 
attention has been drawn to the fact that while overall Government expenditure has increased 
by 12% since 2011 funding for youth work has only increased by 0.3%; her plans to increase in-
vestment in youth work in budget 2020 in order that voluntary youth organisations can meet the 
needs of a growing youth population; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40311/19]

03/10/2019WRQ05200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 316, 318, 319 and 327 to 329, inclusive, together.
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As the Deputy is aware the annual Estimates process is ongoing. It would not be appropriate 
for me to comment at this time as funding for the provision of youth services, amongst other 
areas, is under consideration and, as might be expected, is subject to resources.

I have enhanced investment in youth service provision each year since I took office, increas-
ing current funding for youth services by an additional €8.5 million in the last three years. This 
represents an increase of 16% compared to 2016. Included in this funding under the Youth 
Service Grant Scheme has increased by almost 10% since 2016, rising to €11.126m in 2019. 

In addition, I have taken on board the findings of the Value for Money and Policy Review 
of Youth Programmes. I am prioritising the implementation of an integrated funding scheme as 
recommended by this Review. Consultations with a wide range of stakeholders are continuing 
with a view to introducing this targeted youth funding scheme as soon as possible. 

In 2019, my Department has funding of €60.4 million that is being deployed across a broad 
range of programmes supporting the provision of youth services throughout the country, with 
a specific focus on services in communities in areas considered to be disadvantaged based on 
the deprivation index. With the invaluable assistance of each Education and Training Boards 
and national organisations, the funding from my Department supports national and local youth 
programmes involving approximately 1,400 youth work staff  working in communities across 
the country, as well as some 1,500 youth clubs nationally.

03/10/2019WRQ05300Youth Services Funding

03/10/2019WRQ05400317. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her 
attention has been drawn to the fact that while the budget of her Department has increased by 
€511 million between 2014 and 2019 only 2% of that additional funding has been allocated to 
support youth work; if the lack of financial support for youth services will be addressed in bud-
get 2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40253/19]

03/10/2019WRQ05500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the Deputy 
is aware the annual Estimates process is ongoing. It would not be appropriate for me to com-
ment at this time as funding for the provision of youth services, amongst other areas, is under 
consideration and, as might be expected, is subject to resources.

I have enhanced investment in youth service provision each year since I took office, increas-
ing current funding for youth services by an additional €8.5 million in the last three years. This 
represents an increase of 16% compared to 2016 . Included in this funding under the Youth 
Service Grant Scheme has increased by almost 10% since 2016, rising to €11.126m in 2019. 

In addition, I have taken on board the findings of the Value for Money and Policy Review 
of Youth Programmes. I am prioritising the implementation of an integrated funding scheme as 
recommended by this Review. Consultations with a wide range of stakeholders are continuing 
with a view to introducing this targeted youth funding scheme as soon as possible. 

In 2019, my Department has funding of €60.4 million that is being deployed across a broad 
range of programmes supporting the provision of youth services throughout the country, with 
a specific focus on services in communities in areas considered to be disadvantaged based on 
the deprivation index. With the invaluable assistance of each Education and Training Boards 
and national organisations, the funding from my Department supports national and local youth 
programmes involving approximately 1,400 youth work staff  working in communities across 
the country, as well as some 1,500 youth clubs nationally.
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  Question No. 318 and 319 answered with Question No. 316.

03/10/2019WRQ05800Public Services Card

03/10/2019WRQ05900320. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
a public services card must be produced in order to access aspects of the national childcare 
scheme; if persons have been refused access to the scheme for not being a holder of or in pos-
session of a public services card since the card was introduced; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [40258/19]

03/10/2019WRQ06000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The National 
Childcare Scheme has always been designed, such that, when it is fully up and running, applica-
tions will be accepted both online and by post.  A Public Services Card (PSC) and verified My-
GovID account are required to apply online only. The online system will offer a user friendly 
and effective system for parents, whilst offering greater efficiency in the administration and 
costs associated with the operation of a Government scheme. A secure identity verification sys-
tem is required for any such IT system, and the Public Services Card and MyGovID offers this 
security in the safeguarding of applicants’ information and the administration of public funding.

The Scheme has not yet launched. It is targeted to launch on 29th October, with payments 
flowing from November. Following expert advice regarding the launch of the new Scheme, 
the online application process will be introduced first, followed shortly thereafter by the paper 
based application process. 

With regard to the report by the Data Protection Commissioner (DPC) into the PSC, the 
Government and the Attorney General have carefully considered the findings of the report, 
including the legal basis for the use of the PSC by specified bodies or persons (such as the 
Minister for Children and Youth Affairs). The Government has agreed to challenge the findings 
of the report, as based on the legal advice received, it does not believe the DPC’s findings are 
correct in law. 

The advice of the Attorney General’s Office is that there is a strong legal basis for the con-
tinued public service wide use of the PSC. 

The Department of Children and Youth Affairs remains committed to delivering the Na-
tional Childcare Scheme as planned and, in so doing, assisting thousands of families to access 
high quality and affordable early learning and care and school age childcare. Over 3.2 million 
of the population already have the card, many of whom it is believed are the parents of young 
children who may be interested in the subsidies available under the National Childcare Scheme. 
Those families already availing of current targeted childcare schemes do not require the card 
and they can remain on these schemes until end of August and, as such, will not require the card.

03/10/2019WRR00200Public Services Card

03/10/2019WRR00300321. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
has consulted with her Ministerial colleagues at the Department of Employment Affairs and 
Social Protection and-or Public Expenditure and Reform regarding the public services card and 
services offered by her Department; if so, the nature of the consultations; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [40259/19]

03/10/2019WRR00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In October 2016, 



3 October 2019

147

Government approved and published the policy proposals for the National Childcare Scheme.  
Shortly thereafter, my Department established a Project Board to oversee the development of 
the Scheme.  The Board has representatives from both the Department of Employment Affairs 
and Social Protection and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, alongside other 
Government officials.  Since its inception, the Project Board has met every 4- 5 weeks and has 
considered all issues relating to the project, including the importance of MyGovID as the online 
identity verification system.  My officials have also engaged closely with cross-Government 
colleagues on the issue of the Public Services Card and MyGovID outside of the Project Board 
structure. 

As part of the development of the Scheme, I have also kept my Cabinet colleagues fully 
updated through Memoranda to Government and other communications. 

Since receiving the final report from the DPC into the Public Services Card, the Govern-
ment and the Attorney General have carefully considered the findings of the report, including 
the legal basis for its use by specified bodies or persons (such as the Minister for Children and 
Youth Affairs). The Government has agreed to challenge the findings of the report, as based on 
the legal advice received, it does not believe the DPC’s findings are correct in law. The advice 
of the Attorney General’s Office is that there is a strong legal basis for the continued public 
service wide use of the public services card. 

The Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection is continuing to engage with 
the DPC on this issue. Officials in the Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA) will, 
in turn, continue to liaise with that Department. 

DCYA remains committed to delivering the National Childcare Scheme as planned and, in 
so doing, assisting thousands of families to access high quality and affordable early learning 
and care and school age childcare.

03/10/2019WRR00500Preschool Services

03/10/2019WRR00600322. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount 
allocated under the capital plan for the purposes of expanding the number of preschool child-
care places; and the number of places this is anticipated to create. [40293/19]

03/10/2019WRR00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am committed 
to ensuring that early learning and care and school age childcare is affordable, accessible and of 
a high quality. As you are aware, good progress has been made in this regard, with an increase 
in investment in this area of 117% over the past four budgets (increasing from €260m in 2015 
to nearly €574m in Budget 2019). 

Within these four budgets, a significant amount of exchequer funding was made available 
for childcare providers, whether private or community / not for profit organisations, to apply for 
Early Learning and Care and School Age Childcare capital grants. Capital funding is aimed at 
increasing the capacity of existing services, creating new services, and maintaining and improv-
ing existing services. 

Each year my Department reviews the capital programmes as a whole and determines the 
priorities for Early Learning and Care and School Age Capital grants. This consideration neces-
sarily has regard to many factors, including the financial resources available. 

In 2019, my Department focused the Early Learning and Care and School Age Childcare 
Capital programme on the expansion of early learning and care places for 0-3 year olds, and 
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school age childcare places where this is most needed.

The capital strands have been made available to achieve the strategic priorities for 2019 as 
determined by my Department, having regard to the funding available. These were developed 
using analysis of the current state of the childcare sector, learnings from previous capital pro-
grammes and feedback and input from stakeholders, including childcare providers and Pobal.

In 2019, €3.7m was approved for the Early Learning and Care Capital funding which is 
expected to create an additional 1,321 places in the sector.

03/10/2019WRR00800Childcare Costs

03/10/2019WRR00900323. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the esti-
mated cost of increasing the universal subsidy amount of the national childcare scheme by 50c, 
€1, €1.50, €2.00, €2.50, €3.00, €3.50, €4.00, €4.50, €5.00, €5.50, €6.00 and €6.50, respectively 
in tabular form. [40294/19]

03/10/2019WRR01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The following 
table summarises the estimated ascending costs within the scenario described where the univer-
sal minimum subsidy is increased in 50 cent intervals up to €6.50 across the National Childcare 
Scheme, assuming the minimum targeted subsidy is increased so as never to be below the uni-
versal subsidy. The full year cost forming the basis for the calculation is provided.

The costs are arrived at by:

-  establishing the number of families with children under 15 years by income bracket (data 
supplied by CSO) and

-  profiling these families by reference to the age of their children and

-  estimating the proportion of children in each income bracket and age range using centre-
based care and 

-  calculating estimated subsidy rates based on income levels and age profile and

-  applying estimates of the average hours used by age group for term time and non-term 
time. 

The scheme’s cost model is based on key assumptions around the preferences and behav-
iours of parents relating to working hours and childcare choice, rates of growth in demand, and 
certain metrics are extrapolated from available data. As such, all estimates remain heavily cave-
ated insofar as the scheme represents a considerable departure from existing schemes and this 
renders estimates inherently challenging. It is particularly difficult to estimate the behavioural 
changes that will result from  significant increases in the level of subsidy available, as detailed 
below:

 

Uni-
versal 
Rate 

.50c €1 €1.50 €2 €2.50 €3 €3.50 €4.00 €4.50 €5.00 €5.50 €6.00 €6.50 

Addi-
tional 
Cost 
per an-
num 

 €25m    €52m   € 81m    €112m    €145m    €180m    €223.5m    €285m    €365m    €450m    €535m    €628m 
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03/10/2019WRR01100Childcare Costs

03/10/2019WRR01200324. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the estimat-
ed cost of increasing each subsidy and level or grade of the national childcare scheme by 50c, 
€1, €1.50, €2.00, €2.50, €3.00, €3.50, €4.00, €4.50, €5.00, €5.50, €6.00 and €6.50, respectively 
in tabular form. [40295/19]

03/10/2019WRR01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The following 
table summarises the estimated ascending costs within the scenario described where all the 
subsidies are increased in 50 cent intervals across the National Childcare Scheme. The full year 
cost is provided.

The costs are arrived at by:

-  establishing the number of families with children under 15 years by income bracket (data 
supplied by CSO) and

-  profiling these families by reference to the age of their children and

-  estimating the proportion of children in each income bracket and age range using centre-
based care and 

-  calculating estimated subsidy rates based on income levels and age profile and

-  applying estimates of the average hours used by age group for term time and non-term 
time. 

The existing maximum subsidy rates are:

0-1 year old = €5.10, 1-3 year old = €4.35, 3-5 year old = €3.95, School age = €3.75, Uni-
versal = €0.50

The scheme’s cost model is based on key assumptions around the preferences and behav-
iours of parents relating to working hours and childcare type, rates of growth in demand, and 
certain metrics are extrapolated from available data. As such, all estimates remain heavily cave-
ated insofar as the scheme represents a considerable departure from existing schemes and this 
renders estimates inherently challenging. It is particularly difficult to estimate the behavioural 
changes that will result from significant increases in the level of subsidy available.

It should be noted that substantial increases in childcare capacity would be required to 
meet the demand created by increasing the total subsidy cost, particularly at the higher end, 
as described below. The work of the Expert group on a new Funding Model is also critical to 
ensure that increased subsidisation results in better quality for children and lower fees charged 
to parents.

In-
crease 
all sub-
sidy 
rates 
by   

€0.50    €1.00    €1.50    €2.00    €2.50    €3.00    €3.50    €4.00    €4.50    €5.00    €5.50    €6.00    €6.50    

Addi-
tional 
Cost 
per an-
num   

€58m €121m €189m €261m €337m €418m €502m €591m €684m €781m €884m €991m €1103m 
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03/10/2019WRR01400National Development Plan Funding

03/10/2019WRR01500325. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the way in 
which the €250 million referenced on page 93 of the National Development Plan 2018-2027 for 
the purposes of expanding childcare provision is expected to be allocated with reference to the 
years in which this funding will be made available. [40296/19]

03/10/2019WRR01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Childcare was 
identified as a strategic priority in the National Development Plan (2018-2027) and €250m in 
capital funding was secured for childcare under the plan. This represents the kind of large scale 
investment in the sector by the State that has not been undertaken since the earlier National 
Childcare Investment Programme that concluded in 2010.

This investment will be essential to respond to the increased capacity we expect as the new 
National Childcare Scheme is introduced. The NCS will radically change how this country sup-
ports the cost of early learning and care and school age childcare.

Research is on-going to determine areas of specific need that the NDP funding will address 
when it comes on stream in the coming years. The exact shape and priorities of this funding is 
currently being developed: more information will be made public on childcare plans under the 
NDP as it becomes available.

03/10/2019WRR01700Tax Reliefs Costs

03/10/2019WRR01800326. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the esti-
mated cost of extending tax relief or subsidies to parents that use childminders to care for their 
preschool children. [40297/19]

03/10/2019WRR01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In August of 
this year I launched a Draft Childminding Action Plan for the purposes of public consultation. 
Currently only childminders who care for 4 or more children of preschool age, or, 7 or more 
children including those of school age, can register with Tusla and therefore take part in State 
subsidy schemes. To address this limitation while protecting children and providing assurance 
of the quality of childminding provision, First 5 - the Whole-of-Government Strategy for Ba-
bies, Young Children and their Families 2018-2028 - committed to extend regulation to all other 
paid, non-relative childminders on a phased basis over the lifetime of First 5. 

The Draft Action Plan proposes that in Phase 2 of the Action Plan an amendment to the Child 
Care Act 1991 would enable registration with Tusla - and therefore participation in the National 
Childcare Scheme - by all paid, non-relative childminders who meet initial qualification and 
regulatory requirements that would be determined during Phase 1 of the Action Plan. While I 
am keen for this step to be taken at the earliest possible opportunity, it will be important that 
this step is only taken when preparations are complete, including: when new Regulations are in 
place that are proportionate and appropriate to the home setting in which childminders work; 
when the Tusla Inspectorate is ready to register and inspect all non-relative childminders; and 
when more detailed costings have been completed on the budgetary implications for the Na-
tional Childcare Scheme. 

The Draft Action Plan estimates that Phase 2 costs, including all of the reforms outlined in 
the plan, could be in the region of between €27m and €58m based on two scenarios of either 
5,000 or 10,000 childminders registering with Tusla and becoming eligible for participation in 
the National Childcare Scheme. The costs are related to both early learning and care and school-
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age childcare. 

However, there would be offsetting savings, principally through increased labour market 
participation as a result of wider access for parents to National Childcare Scheme subsidies.  

However, it should be noted that the costing the Action Plan is challenging given consider-
able uncertainty about the number of childminders currently working in the country, and the 
number of childminders who would remain in the sector following the introduction of regula-
tions. This uncertainty impacts on estimates of the number of additional children and families 
who would be able to access the new National Childcare Scheme subsidies. The cost estimates 
outlined in the Draft Action Plan are therefore indicative and will be refined during the first 
phase of the action plan. 

The Inter Departmental Group on Future Investment in Childcare which reported in 2015 
recommended that supply side measures (such as the NCS), rather than tax credits to parents, 
represented the most effective use of Exchequer investment. This was based on international 
experience and the ability to leverage quality and control costs to parents with supply side mea-
sures, i.e. subsidies paid directly to providers to reduce the childcare fee to parents.

  Questions Nos. 327 to 329, inclusive, answered with Question No. 316.

03/10/2019WRR02300Youth Services Funding

03/10/2019WRR02400330. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
has received the submission from an organisation (details supplied) with respect to the youth 
service grant scheme which sets out that the allocation to the scheme is at 2005 levels not tak-
ing inflation into account; her plans to increase investment in the youth service grant scheme in 
budget 2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40312/19]

03/10/2019WRR02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the Deputy is 
aware the annual Estimates process for 2020 is ongoing. It would therefore not be appropriate 
for me to comment on the specific matter mentioned at this time as funding for the provision of 
youth services in 2020, amongst other areas, remains under discussion and is ultimately subject 
to the final outcome of this process.

I have enhanced investment in youth service provision each year since I took office, increas-
ing current funding for youth services by an additional €8.5 million in the last three years.  This 
represents an increase of 16% compared to 2016 . Included in this funding under the Youth 
Service Grant Scheme has increased by almost 10% since 2016, rising to €11.126m in 2019.  

In addition, I have taken on board the findings of the Value for Money and Policy Review 
of Youth Programmes.  I am prioritising the implementation of an integrated funding scheme as 
recommended by this Review. Consultations with a wide range of stakeholders are continuing 
with a view to introducing this targeted youth funding scheme as soon as possible.  

In 2019, my Department has funding of €60.4 million that is being deployed across a broad 
range of programmes supporting the provision of youth services throughout the country, with 
a specific focus on services in communities in areas considered to be disadvantaged based on 
the deprivation index. With the invaluable assistance of each Education and Training Boards 
and national organisations, the funding from my Department supports national and local youth 
programmes involving approximately 1,400 youth work staff  working in communities across 
the country, as well as some 1,500 youth clubs nationally.
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03/10/2019WRR02600Childcare Costs

03/10/2019WRR02700331. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the steps she 
is taking to reduce the costs on parents that send their children to childminders that are not reg-
istered with Tulsa; and when this issue will be advanced. [40345/19]

03/10/2019WRR02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The National 
Childcare Scheme, which will open for applications shortly, will be open to all Tusla-registered 
childminders. Currently only childminders who care for 7 or more children, or 4 or more pre-
school children, are able to register with Tusla. To address this limitation while protecting chil-
dren and providing assurance of the quality of childminding provision, First 5 - the Whole-of-
Government Strategy for Babies, Young Children and their Families 2018-2028- committed to 
extend regulation to all other paid, non-relative childminders on a phased basis over the lifetime 
of First 5. 

As a first step, in August of this year I launched a Draft Childminding Action Plan, for the 
purposes of public consultation.  The overall objective of the Draft Action Plan is to improve 
access to high quality and affordable early learning and care and school-age childcare through 
childminding. To do this, the Draft Action Plan sets out an incremental and supportive pathway 
to regulatory reforms. 

The Draft Action Plan proposes that the Child Care Act 1991 would be amended to enable 
registration with Tusla - and participation in the National Childcare Scheme - by a wider cohort 
of childminders in Phase 2 of the Action Plan. While I am keen for this step to be taken at the 
earliest possible opportunity, it will be important that this step is only taken when preparations 
are complete, including: when new Regulations are in place that are proportionate and appro-
priate to the home setting in which childminders work; when the Tusla Inspectorate is ready to 
register and inspect all non-relative childminders; and when more detailed costings have been 
completed on the budgetary implications for the National Childcare Scheme. 

The public consultation process on the Draft Action Plan is currently underway and includes 
a call for submissions, an online survey, an open policy debate and focus groups of childmind-
ers. The findings from the consultations will be carefully considered during the revision of the 
Draft Action Plan. 

03/10/2019WRR02900Childcare Costs

03/10/2019WRR03000332. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the steps 
she is taking to address childcare costs; the rank of Ireland in the EU in terms of childcare costs; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40480/19]

03/10/2019WRR03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Over the past 
four budgets, State investment in early learning and care and school age childcare has increased 
by some 117% - rising from €260m in 2015 to €574m in 2019. This investment has been tar-
geted at improving access to high-quality, affordable early learning and care and school-age 
childcare. All three objectives - access, affordability and quality - are critical to parents and 
children and one impacts on the other, hence a comprehensive response is required.

In terms of affordability, the numbers of children benefitting from State supported early 
learning and care and school age childcare in Ireland has doubled since 2015. Free preschool 
provided under the ECCE Programme has increased from one year to two, saving working par-
ents €5,000 over the two years. This Programme benefits over 100,000 children annually. There 
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have been significant increases in subsidies for families on lower incomes, rising from €95 per 
child per week in  2016 to as much as €145 per child per week from 2017. A new universal 
subsidy for under threes was also introduced in 2017 totalling €1040 per annum. The latter two 
measures benefitted approximately 80,000 children last year.

Affordability does remain an issue. Indeed,  new data from Pobal’s Annual Sector Profile 
2018/2019 shows the average fee for full-time provision now stands at €184 per week - an in-
crease of 3.6% since last year. The lowest full-time fees were recorded in Co. Leitrim at €148 
per week, with the highest full-time fees recorded in Dublin (Dun Laoghaire Rathdown), at 
€246 per week for children

The National Childcare Scheme (NCS), when introduced shortly, will see further progress 
on this. On its introduction, the NCS will ensure that families on NET household incomes of 
less than €60,000 will receive some type of subsidy, with those on less than €26,000 (NET) 
receiving the maximum subsidy which is as much as €200 per child per week.

The OECD has compared the supports for early learning and care and school-age childcare 
previously available in Ireland with the expected impact of the NCS. For a lone parent working, 
net costs in Ireland in 2015 were the highest among all OECD countries ( and second highest 
for couples). The OECD estimated that NCS will bring net costs down to make Ireland only the 
11th highest in the OECD for lone parents, or closer to the OECD average.

03/10/2019WRR03200Rural Regeneration and Development Fund

03/10/2019WRR03300333. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the status of the rural regeneration development fund; the status of an application (details sup-
plied); when successful projects will be announced; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40199/19]

03/10/2019WRR03400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Rural 
Regeneration and Development Fund seeks to support ambitious and strategic projects which 
have the potential to transform rural economies and communities. The Government has com-
mitted €1 billion over 10 years to the Fund and €315 million is allocated to the Fund for the 
period 2019-2022.

The second call for Category 1 applications for the Fund closed at on 6th   August 2019. 
Category 1 relates to projects which have all necessary planning and other consents in place 
and are ready to proceed.  

There was an excellent response from across the country and my Department received 69 
applications for funding.  I understand that an application relating to Ballinamore, Co. Leitrim 
was submitted under the second call.

My Department is currently carrying out initial assessments of the applications using the 
appraisal criteria set out in the Fund guidance and application form.  The projects proposed 
and the initial assessments will shortly be considered by the Project Advisory Board, made up 
of representatives from key Government Departments and external experts, which was estab-
lished to oversee the assessment process.

My Department will prepare a report detailing projects which are recommended for funding 
based on the outcome of the assessment process and the deliberations of the Project Advisory 
Board.  My role as Minister is to consider the recommendations that emerge from that process 
and make decisions in relation to the allocation of funding. In that regard, I expect to be in a 
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position to announce the successful Category 1 projects from the second call before the end of 
2019.

03/10/2019WRR03500Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme

03/10/2019WRR03600334. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
status of a project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40274/19]

03/10/2019WRR03700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Pobal is 
a not for profit company that works on behalf of the Irish Government in managing and sup-
porting programmes in the areas of Social Inclusion and Equality, Inclusive Employment and 
Enterprise, and Early Years and Young People.

Pobal are currently in the planning phase on the fit out of a new office space in Mullin-
gar. The new space is expected to accommodate up to 50 seats, consisting mainly of National 
Childcare Scheme staff and a hot-desk area.  While plans for the fit out of a new office space are 
ongoing, a temporary office has opened.  

Six new roles have been created in Mullingar to date, all of which have been advertised on 
www.pobal.ie, @Pobal and other sources.  Further roles will be advertised over the coming 
months. 

03/10/2019WRR03800Voluntary Sector

03/10/2019WRR03900335. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
opment the status of the development of a national volunteering policy; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40329/19]

03/10/2019WRR04000Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): Supporting the role of volunteers in our society is an important element of my 
Department’s work in developing vibrant, sustainable and inclusive communities.  Consequent-
ly, the development of a National Volunteering Strategy is a key priority for my Department.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that my Department has commenced work on the new 
National Volunteering Strategy.  A Call for Input paper was launched last December as a first 
step in the development of this strategy. The responses received were presented to the National 
Advisory Group on Volunteering, which is representative of all stakeholders and chaired by 
myself. This group, which has met on two occasions to date, is currently working closely with 
my officials in producing the draft of the National Volunteering Strategy. 

When the draft is completed, there will be a further opportunity for public consultation, fol-
lowing which it will be submitted to Government for approval. An implementation plan for the 
strategy will also be developed.

03/10/2019WRR04100Carer’s Allowance Appeals

03/10/2019WRR04200336. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of a carer’s allowance appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [40198/19]
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03/10/2019WRR04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was 
referred to an Appeals Officer who has decided to hold an oral hearing in this case on 18 Octo-
ber 2019.  The person concerned has been notified of the arrangements for the hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRR04400Fuel Allowance Applications

03/10/2019WRR04500337. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a person (details supplied) in County Kildare will receive the fuel allowance. 
[40212/19]

03/10/2019WRR04600Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Free fuel (FF) allowance is a means tested payment, payable to 
people who either live alone or only with certain other qualified people. This gentleman was 
awarded FF with effect from 3 April 2019 and he continues to qualify for this allowance. On 6 
April 2019 a letter issued informing him of this.  

This gentleman’s first payment was made by his chosen payment method on 16 April 2019. 
FF allowance is paid during the winter months only. The first payment for this FF season issued 
to the person concerned on 2 October 2019.

 I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRR04700Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

03/10/2019WRR04800338. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when an application by a person (details supplied) for a domiciliary care allowance will be fi-
nalised; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40214/19]

03/10/2019WRR04900Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): An application for Domiciliary Care Allowance ( DCA) was re-
ceived from this lady on the 26th July 2019.  Applications received in mid July 2019 are cur-
rently being finalised.  The application will be considered by a deciding officer in due course 
and the decision notified to her as soon as possible.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy. 

03/10/2019WRR05000Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

03/10/2019WRR05100339. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if the case of a person (details supplied) in County Sligo who was refused the third 
level back to education allowance in 2017 will be reviewed; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [40237/19]

03/10/2019WRR05200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I am 
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aware that the Deputy made representations to my Department concerning this case early last 
month.

The person concerned originally applied for the Back to Education Allowance (BTEA) in 
July 2017 in respect of a third level course which he was due to start in September 2017.  How-
ever, I am advised that based upon his Leaving Certificate results and his educational record 
since then, a Case Officer of the Department did not recommend his application for approv-
al.  On this basis his application was disallowed and he was notified accordingly.

In July 2019, the person concerned re-applied for BTEA in respect of Year 3 of his third 
level course.   In certain limited circumstances, a person may qualify for this allowance after 
completing their first or subsequent year of an approved course of study.  My Department has 
advised that none of these circumstances appear to apply in this particular case, and for that 
reason, his BTEA application was disallowed.  However, the Department will now contact the 
person concerned to discuss his case and check that this continues to be the case.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

03/10/2019WRR05300Carer’s Allowance Appeals

03/10/2019WRR05400340. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a decision will be made in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [40239/19]

03/10/2019WRR05500355. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a decision will be made in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [40386/19]

03/10/2019WRR05600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 340 and 355 together.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an application for carer’s allow-
ance by the person concerned was disallowed by the Department of Employment Affairs and 
Social Protection on 21 November 2018 and this was upheld by a review of the Department 
on 25 April 2019.  An appeal by the person concerned was registered in the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office on 27 May 2019.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the 
relevant Departmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal 
be sought.  These papers were returned to the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 8 August 2019.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office has also advised me that this appeal has been referred to 
an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Appeals Officer is being advised 
of the Deputy’s question and this response. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRS00200Social Welfare Overpayments
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03/10/2019WRS00300341. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a more affordable level of recovery of overpayment can be arranged in the case of 
a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40240/19]

03/10/2019WRS00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department is obliged to recover all debt owed to it as quickly as possible and within the rel-
evant legislation and guidelines governing the recovery of debt.  The person concerned has an 
outstanding One Parent Family Parent (OPFP) debt and proposals on its recovery have been 
made to her.

Previously the person concerned was repaying this debt by monthly direct debit payments 
for the agreed amount of €100.00 per month.

Under social welfare legislation, a weekly deduction of 15% of the personal rate of all pay-
ments can be deducted without written consent in order to recover a debt owing to the Depart-
ment. It is being proposed to withhold on a weekly basis €45 from the person concerned CA 
payment.

In order to give consideration to a lesser amount being recovered weekly as requested and 
to be able to determine a recovery plan, consideration is given to the size of the debt, the cause 
of the debt, previous efforts to repay the debt, and the level of income and expenditure of the 
household.

A letter issued on 1 October 2019 requesting the person concerned to provide details of her 
weekly income and expenditure in order for the recovery plan to be reviewed.

When same as requested has been received the debt recovery officer will be in a position to 
reconsider the weekly amount to be recovered.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRS00500Disability Allowance Payments

03/10/2019WRS00600342. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a full disability allowance payment will be restored in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and the timeframe for a decision in the case. [40246/19]

03/10/2019WRS00700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Disability allowance (DA) is subject to periodic reviews. This 
lady’s entitlement was recently reviewed by a social welfare inspector (SWI) and it was estab-
lished that she had means not previously disclosed to the Department.

On 4 June 2019 the person concerned was notified that her DA payment was suspended and 
she was afforded the opportunity to submit any supporting evidence she may have in respect of 
her review. No further evidence was submitted.

Based on the information provided to the SWI in June 2019 a decision will be finalised over 
the coming days and this decision will be communicated to Ms Ryan directly.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRS00800Invalidity Pension Eligibility
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03/10/2019WRS00900343. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection further to Parliamentary Question No. 254 of 27 June 2019, when an invalidity pen-
sion will be approved. [40248/19]

03/10/2019WRS01000Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Following a review of her application, the lady referred to has 
been awarded invalidity pension with effect from 14 March 2019.  Payment will issue to her 
nominated bank account on 17 October 2019.  Any arrears due from 14 March 2019 to 16 Oc-
tober 2019 (less any overlapping social welfare payment) will issue as soon as possible.  The 
lady in question was notified of this decision on 02 October 2019.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRS01100Social Welfare Overpayments

03/10/2019WRS01200344. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 1808 to 1810, inclusive, of 6 September 2019 in re-
spect of large debts owed to her Department from customers, if the figures can be further broken 
down in respect of the number of cases; the amount outstanding in respect of which payment 
arrangements are in place; the number and value of cases in which no pay arrangements are in 
place; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40263/19]

03/10/2019WRS01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): A 
breakdown of the cases which are repaying and not repaying by scheme area and by the year in 
which the overpayment was raised is set out in tables 1 and 2 respectively. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

Table 1 - Outstanding customer debts – value outstanding over €10,000 by scheme area 
– as at end August 2019   

Scheme  Repaying  Repaying  Not Repay-
ing  

Not Repay-
ing  

Total Total 

 No. of cases Value Out-
standing at 
end August 
2019 

No. of cases Value Out-
standing at 
end August 
2019 

No. of cases Value Out-
standing at 
end August 
2019 

Jobseekers 
Allowance 

1,565 €42,192,936 1,526 €42,306,087 3,091 €84,499,023 

One Parent 
Family Pay-
ment 

1,284 €35,991,554 1,513 €35,356,666 2,797 €71,348,220 

Disability 
Allowance 

568 €16,094,691 500 €16,923,983 1,068 €33,018,675 

State Pension 
Non-Con 

294 €8,737,633 741 €31,538,568 1,035 €40,276,201 

Carers Al-
lowance 

506 €14,198,147 292 €8,243,575 798 €22,441,722 

State Pension 
Contributory 

182 €4,707,141 251 €7,579,804 433 €12,286,945 

Child Benefit 90 €1,549,483 291 €5,089,970 381 €6,639,453 
Illness Ben-
efit 

189 €4,417,484 110 €2,283,605 299 €6,701,090 
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Scheme  Repaying  Repaying  Not Repay-
ing  

Not Repay-
ing  

Total Total 

Invalidity 
Pension 

196 €5,520,233 99 €2,583,284 295 €8,103,518 

Widow(er)s 
Pension Con 

150 €5,290,154 89 €3,070,193 239 €8,360,348 

Basic 
Supplement 
Welfare 

85 €1,802,083 128 €2,765,346 213 €4,567,429 

Rent Supple-
ment 

76 €1,638,163 94 €2,242,607 170 €3,880,770 

Deserted 
Wife’s Ben-
efit 

87 €4,017,317 55 €2,274,517 142 €6,291,834 

Farm Assist 71 €2,376,896 56 €1,662,919 127 €4,039,815 
Family In-
come Supple-
ment 

65 €1,320,085 55 €1,154,737 120 €2,474,823 

Widows Non 
Contributory 
Pension 

38 €1,066,345 37 €929,899 75 €1,996,245 

Jobseekers 
Benefit 

18 €293,696 55 €825,807 73 €1,119,503 

Pre-retire-
ment Allow-
ance 

25 €585,655 26 €504,960.45 51 €1,090,616.02 

Back To 
Work 
Scheme 

15 €227,321 32 €566,694 47 €794,015 

Deserted 
Wife’s Al-
lowance 

17 €883,554 20 €606,529 37 €1,490,083 

Blind Per-
sons Pension 

23 €978,850 11 €369,565 34 €1,348,415 

State Pension 
Transition 

15 €330,256 15 €329,795 30 €660,051 

Back To 
Work Enter-
prise Allow-
ance 

12 €235,269 17 €383,058 29 €618,328 

Mortgage 
Interest 
Supplement 

12 €193,296 11 €226,182 23 €419,478 

Disablement 
Benefit 

15 €474,669 5 €106,173 20 €580,842 

Rent Allow-
ance 

7 €117,742 8 €385,988 15 €503,730 

Guardians 
Payment 
(Contribu-
tory) 

10 €451,278 5 €88,815 15 €540,093 

Guardians 
Payment 
(Non-Con-
tributory) 

7 €109,866 6 €227,022 13 €336,888 
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Scheme  Repaying  Repaying  Not Repay-
ing  

Not Repay-
ing  

Total Total 

Domiciliary 
Care 

4 €68,866 6 €96,246 10 €165,112 

Carer’s 
Benefit 

2 €39,108 6 €108,352 8 €147,460 

Third Level 
Option 

2 €32,553 3 €76,172 5 €108,725 

Second Level 
Option 

1 €23,169 4 €59,293 5 €82,463 

Rural Social 
Scheme 

2 €47,805 1 €15,681 3 €63,486 

Part-time Job 
Incentive 

1 €33,339 2 €24,578 3 €57,918 

Diet Supple-
ment 

  2 €21,148 2 €21,148 

Jobs Initia-
tive Scheme 

  1 €14,738 1 €14,738 

Death Benefit 1 €112,107   1 €112,107 
National 
Internship 

1 €12,783   1 €12,783 

Respite Care 1 €10,925   1 €10,925 
Partial 
Capacity 
Benefit 

1 €10,658   1 €10,658 

Magdalen 
Commission 
Scheme 

  1 €14,619 1 €14,619 

Adoptive 
Parent Ben-
efit 

  1 €28,299 1 €28,299 

Total 5,638 €156,193,128 6,075 €171,085,486 11,713 €327,278,615 

Table 2 - Outstanding customer debts – value outstanding over €10,000 by year debt 
was raised – as at end August 2019 

Year Raised  Repaying    Repaying    Not Repay-
ing  

Not Repay-
ing  

Total Total 

 No. of cases Value Out-
standing at 
end August 
2019 

No. of cases Value Out-
standing at 
end August 
2019 

No. of cases Value Out-
standing at 
end August 
2019 

1984 1 €19,930 2 €28,778 3 €48,708 
1985 1 €11,958 1 €16,452 2 €28,411 
1986 3 €43,983 10 €167,429 13 €211,412 
1987 3 €39,656 9 €190,041 12 €229,698 
1988 9 €139,821 17 €309,375 26 €449,196 
1989 6 €102,011 32 €584,130 38 €686,141 
1990 14 €247,224 27 €538,016 41 €785,240 
1991 12 €231,211 24 €448,574 36 €679,785 
1992 17 €283,200 39 €656,837 56 €940,038 
1993 13 €234,408 25 €440,106 38 €674,514 
1994 22 €489,292 51 €900,705 73 €1,389,998 
1995 30 €667,885 50 €884,668 80 €1,552,554 
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Year Raised  Repaying    Repaying    Not Repay-
ing  

Not Repay-
ing  

Total Total 

1996 39 €750,243 55 €974,452 94 €1,724,696 
1997 43 €868,41 73 €1,372,747 116 €2,241,163 
1998 41 €858,632 67 €1,320,770 108 €2,179,403 
1999 61 €1,394,002 67 €1,194,358 128 €2,588,361 
2000 48 €1,018,872 73 €1,419,056 121 €2,437,929 
2001 38 €858,838 81 €1,567,510 119 €2,426,349 
2002 45 €1,034,778 55 €1,088,863 100 €2,123,641 
2003 116 €2,159,039 173 €2,972,678 289 €5,131,717 
2004 224 €4,123,378 400 €6,954,932 624 €11,078,310 
2005 180 €3,991,446 226 €5,070,343 406 €9,061,789 
2006 147 €3,205,559 166 €3,516,088 313 €6,721,648 
2007 134 €3,131,212 114 €2,683,754 248 €5,814,967 
2008 163 €3,914,658 123 €2,950,242 286 €6,864,900 
2009 225 €6,131,559 187 €5,384,136 412 €11,515,696 
2010 260 €7,358,599 255 €6,402,283 515 €13,760,882 
2011 319 €9,440,454 296 €7,072,343 615 €16,512,798 
2012 317 €10,633,923 329 €9,286,969 646 €19,920,892 
2013 469 €14,826,226 438 €13,005,313 907 €27,831,540 
2014 416 €11,504,689 405 €11,998,352 821 €23,503,041 
2015 433 €13,582,919 409 €13,251,087 842 €26,834,007 
2016 402 €12,328,812 365 €12,571,999 767 €24,900,812 
2017 530 €15,010,237 447 €16,482,783 977 €31,493,020 
2018 488 €14,891,558 525 €19,997,097 1,013 €34,888,656 
2019 369 €10,664,481 459 €17,382,203 828 €28,046,684 
Total  5,638 €156,193,128 6,075 €171,085,486 11,713 €327,278,615 

03/10/2019WRS01400Departmental Staff Promotions

03/10/2019WRS01500345. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if executive officer grade positions are available in her Department in Mullingar, County 
Westmeath. [40290/19]

03/10/2019WRS01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department, like all Government departments and agencies is required to operate within a staff 
ceiling figure and a commensurate administrative staffing budget, which for this Department 
has involved reductions in staff numbers. 

The staffing needs for all areas within the Department are continuously reviewed, taking 
account of workloads, management priorities and the ongoing need to respond to new demands 
across a wide range of services. This is to ensure that the best use is made of available resources 
with a view to providing an efficient service to those who rely on the schemes operated by the 
Department. 

In accordance with relevant Department of Public Expenditure and Reform circulars and 
guidelines, when a permanent post is approved to be filled, the assignment will be made from 
either a panel created through a Public Appointment Service (PAS) competition or from an in-
ternal Departmental promotion panel or from the relevant Mobility list. 

I am advised that there are currently no positions at the Executive Officer grade available in 
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my Department in Mullingar.

03/10/2019WRS01700Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

03/10/2019WRS01800346. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the position regarding the provision of a pension scheme for community employ-
ment scheme supervisors; when the issue will be resolved; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [40292/19]

03/10/2019WRS01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I am 
currently engaging with representatives of Community Emloyment supervisors and assistant 
supervisors to discuss issues arising following the 2008 Labour Court Recommendation.  All 
parties to the engagement process have agreed that the detail of the discussions should remain 
confidential while the engagement is ongoing and I would ask Deputies to respect these wishes 
and allow the talks to continue free from speculation which might prove unhelpful. I expect that 
it will take a number of weeks to reach a conclusion.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRS02000Springboard Programme

03/10/2019WRS02100347. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if she will take steps to include persons in receipt of a partial capacity payment as eligible to 
participate in training and education and upskilling opportunities, for example, Springboard in 
line with the eligibility of those in receipt of disability or jobseeker payments; if her attention 
has been drawn to the unintended discriminatory nature of the ineligibility of those receiving 
a partial capacity payment and the impact it has on their efforts to secure employment in view 
of the ratification of the UNCRPD; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40308/19]

03/10/2019WRS02200358. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection his plans to extend training and education and upskilling opportunities to recipients of 
the partial capacity benefit; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40490/19]

03/10/2019WRS02300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to take Questions Nos. 347 and 358 together.

Partial Capacity Benefit (PCB) is a social welfare scheme which allows a person to return 
to work or self-employment (if they have reduced capacity to work) and continue to receive a 
payment from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection (DEASP).

A person in receipt of Invalidity Pension or Illness Benefit for a minimum of six months who 
wishes to return to work may qualify for PCB if their capacity for work is reduced by their 
medical condition.

It is important to note in relation to PCB that:

-  participation is voluntary.

-  there is no requirement that a person must undertake work that is of a ‘rehabilitative or 
therapeutic’ nature (no exemption needs to be sought from DEASP).

-  there is no restriction on the number of hours worked. 
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-  there is no restriction on earnings.

-  a person who participates on the PCB scheme may return to an Illness Benefit or Invalid-
ity Pension payment if, for example, the employment ceases or if the person cannot continue 
to work.

-  a person on the PCB scheme, with an underlying entitlement to Invalidity Pension, will 
retain their Free Travel Pass for a period of five years.

-  PCB allows people to continue to receive a percentage of their Illness Benefit or Invalid-
ity Pension payment while working.  The personal rate of payment of PCB is based on a medi-
cal assessment of a person’s restriction, regarding their capacity for work, whether the person 
was in receipt of Illness Benefit or Invalidity Pension and their current rate of payment.  After 
the medical assessment, if a person’s disability is rated as moderate, severe or profound their 
previous payment continues at 50%, 75% or 100% per cent, respectively. 

The PCB scheme extends the welfare system by explicitly recognising and responding to 
the reality that some people with disabilities will have a capacity to engage in open market 
employment while continuing to receive some income support from the State.  The objective 
of the scheme is to support such people to return to the workplace without fear of loss of their 
disability related social welfare benefits.

The majority of Springboard+ courses are open to employed, unemployed and returners 
who meet the eligibility criteria at the time of course commencement.  Eligibility for spring-
board+ is the responsibility for the Higher Education Authority and my colleague the Minister 
for Education and Skills.

The Back to Education Allowance scheme (BTEA) is an educational opportunities scheme 
for customers in receipt of certain social welfare payments wishing to pursue second or third 
level courses of education, subject to meeting the qualifying conditions.  The BTEA aims to as-
sist those who are distant from the labour market to acquire the necessary education to improve 
their chances at attaining employment.   

Any change to the qualifying conditions for the various schemes operated by the Depart-
ment  would have to be considered within the annual budgetary context.

03/10/2019WRS02400Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

03/10/2019WRS02500348. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection her plans to restore the full rate of the jobseeker’s allowance to young persons under 
26 years of age in budget 2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40319/19]

03/10/2019WRS02600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
2019 Estimates for my Department provide for expenditure this year on the jobseeker’s allow-
ance (JA) scheme of €1.6 billion. 

Reduced rates for JA recipients aged 18-25 were introduced on a phased basis to tackle high 
youth unemployment and to prevent long term welfare dependency.  This is in line with other 
EU and OECD jurisdictions. Receiving the maximum rate of JA without a strong financial 
incentive to engage in education or training can lead to long-term welfare dependency from a 
young age. If a young jobseeker participates in education or training the personal rate that ap-
plies is €203 per week.  
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In 2013 the EU adopted a Council Recommendation to member states on a Youth Guar-
antee. Under the Youth Guarantee process my Department’s case officer’s engage with young 
jobseekers on a monthly basis, to prepare and implement a personal progression plan to help 
them find work which is tailored to their specific skillset. Where young people do not find work 
quickly, they are supported through placement on employment and training schemes, which are 
closely aligned to the needs of the labour market. For example, the Youth Employment Support 
Scheme (YESS) which I launched last year is a work experience scheme targeted exclusively 
at young jobseekers facing barriers to employment and participants on the scheme receive a 
payment of €229.20 per week.  

These policies have been effective in reducing both youth and long-term unemployment. 
For example, the most recent data shows that Irish youth unemployment has fallen from a peak 
of 31.2% in 2012 to 14.7% in August 2019. 

My Department is finalising a review on the impacts of the reduced rates on young jobseek-
ers which I will be reviewing shortly.  This is a complex and detailed piece of work which also 
examined the research undertaken by the National University of Maynooth into effectiveness 
of the introduction of reduced JA rates payable to young jobseekers aged 18 and 19.

Any changes to the age related rates of payment of JA would also have to be considered in a 
budgetary context and within the scope of the overall resources available for welfare improve-
ments. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy at this time.

03/10/2019WRS02700Money Advice and Budgeting Service

03/10/2019WRS02800349. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if the 2020 funding allocation for the dedicated mortgage arrears service has been 
decided; if so, if this decision has been communicated to the Citizens Information Board and 
the eight regional Money Advice and Budgeting Service companies operating the programme; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40320/19]

03/10/2019WRS02900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Money Advice and Budgeting Service (MABS), under the aegis of the Citizens Information 
Board, (CIB) provides assistance to people, in particular those on low incomes or living on so-
cial welfare payments, who are over-indebted and need help and advice with debt problems. As 
part of its free services, MABS provides help and advice to those in mortgage arrears.

The Dedicated Mortgage Arrears (DMA) advice service, which operates across the MABS 
regional network was established in 2015, as part of the Government’s response to providing 
supports to mortgage holders in arrears. 

The DMA service aims to ensure that borrowers in mortgage arrears have access to informa-
tion on the range of supports and options available to them and, where required, negotiates with 
lenders on their behalf.  To date, it has helped almost 8,000 borrowers with mortgage arrears 
issues. 

Since its inception, the DMA service has become an integral part of the Abhaile suite of 
services, which provides access for people who are insolvent and in mortgage arrears, to in-
dependent financial and / or legal advice and assistance under a voucher scheme accessed 
through MABS.  Abhaile is jointly coordinated and funded by the Department of Justice and 
Equality and the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection. MABS, CIB, the 
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Insolvency Service of Ireland and the Legal Aid Board are working together to provide the vari-
ous Abhaile services.

Together with my colleague, Charlie Flanagan, Minister for Justice , I was pleased to an-
nounce, last month,  that the Abhaile service (including DMA) is being extended for a further 
three years. 

The Citizens Information Board (CIB) receives its overall budget allocation for all services, 
including DMA, on an annual basis. An allocation for the DMA service  has been sought for 
the service for 2020 as part of the Citizens Information Board overall budget requirements 
for 2020, however this is subject to the completion of the Department’s overall estimates pro-
cess. Once completed this will be communicated to CIB. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRS03000Social Welfare Benefits Waiting Times

03/10/2019WRS03100350. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the waiting times for applications for payments (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [40346/19]

03/10/2019WRS03200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
information requested by the Deputy is detailed in the following tabular statement.

Table 1. Average weeks to award a claim in August 2019

Average Weeks to Award August 2019
 Illness Benefit 1
 Disability Allowance 14 
 Carer’s Allowance 16 
 Carer’s Benefit 13 
 Invalidity Pension 10 
 Domiciliary Care Allowance 10

03/10/2019WRS03300Occupational Injuries Benefit Payments

03/10/2019WRS03400351. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when a person (details supplied) in County Cork will receive payment of the occupational 
injury benefit; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40368/19]

03/10/2019WRS03500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): An 
application for Occupational Injury Benefit was received by the Department on the 26th Sep-
tember 2019.

This application has been awarded at a rate of €203 per week. The person concerned is cur-
rently medically certified as unfit for work until the 7th October 2019, and all arrears have been 
issued to him.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

03/10/2019WRS03600Occupational Injuries Benefit Data
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03/10/2019WRS03700352. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of persons (details supplied) that have availed of disablement benefit to 
date under the occupational injury benefit scheme; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [40372/19]

03/10/2019WRS03800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): A 
total of 583 disablement benefit applications under the occupational injury benefit scheme have 
been received from former coal miners across the country to date. 

The outcome of these applications is as follows: 

No. of applications Arigna only Countrywide
Received 311 583
Pending 5 12
Awarded 140 238
Disallowed 150 287
Withdrawn by the customer  16 46
In total 12 cases are pending due to incomplete applications, are awaiting further medical 

evidence or the establishment of insurable employment in the mines. 

All applicants who were disallowed the benefit were advised of their entitlement to appeal 
the decision to the  Social Welfare Appeals Office within 21 days of the decision being made.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

03/10/2019WRS03900Working Family Payment

03/10/2019WRS04000353. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if the working family payment continues to issue in the case of a person (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40381/19]

03/10/2019WRS04100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (formerly Family Income Supplement) is a weekly tax free payment 
which provides additional income support to employees on low earnings with children.

Working Family Payment for the person concerned is currently in payment. The current 
award period is due to end on the 9th October 2019.  

Working family payment is due for renewal from 10th October 2019. 

A renewal form issued to the person concerned on 31 July 2019 but to date this has not been 
returned to us. A duplicate renewal form has been issued this week. When the person concerned 
is returning the application form a fulltime education certificate should be provided from the 
college/university for the dependent child.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

03/10/2019WRS04200Social Welfare Schemes

03/10/2019WRS04300354. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a person (details supplied) qualifies for illness or disability benefit in view of their 
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medical condition; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40382/19]

03/10/2019WRS04400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned is currently in receipt of Illness Benefit at a weekly rate of €371.70. He is 
currently medically certified as unfit for work until the 3rd October 2019 and he has been paid 
fully up to date.

It is open for the person concerned to apply for the long term schemes of Invalidity Pension 
or Disability Allowance if he is permanently incapable of work, where his elegibity for these 
schemes can be  assessed. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for you.

  Question No. 355 answered with Question No. 340.

03/10/2019WRS04600Carer’s Allowance Applications

03/10/2019WRS04700356. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [40472/19]

03/10/2019WRS04800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 18 July 2019.

The application was awarded to the person concerned on 1 October 2019 with effect from 
18 July 2019. The first payment will issue to her nominated post office on 10 October 2019.  

Arrears of allowance due from 18 July 2019 to 9 October 2019 have issued also.

The person concerned was notified on 1 October 2019 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of her right of review and appeal. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

03/10/2019WRS04900Community Employment Schemes Review

03/10/2019WRS05000357. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of the interdepartmental review of community employment schemes; when the 
review is expected to be published; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40489/19]

03/10/2019WRS05100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): As 
the Deputy will be aware, the Government agreed to establish an Interdepartmental Group 
(IDG) to explore how social inclusion schemes might be organised going forward. 

A number of meetings of the IDG have taken place and a number of bilateral meetings with 
relevant Departments have also been undertaken.  There was a consultative process with stake-
holders and the associated submissions were considered as part of the wider deliberations.  I 
expect to have the final report shortly.
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I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

  Question No. 358 answered with Question No. 347.

03/10/2019WRS05300Water Supply

03/10/2019WRS05400359. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if there are grants for water well drilling for domestic houses. [40175/19]

03/10/2019WRS05500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
There is a grant currently available, which is funded by my Department through the local au-
thorities, for the provision or necessary improvement of an individual water supply in a house.  
This is more commonly called the individual or private wells grant. The grant, subject to certain 
conditions, assists households dependent on these supplies with the costs incurred in providing 
such a supply of water for domestic purposes or rectifying serious deficiencies with an existing 
supply.

Information on this grant is available from local authorities and from my Department’s 
website at the following link:

www.housing.gov.ie/water/water-services/rural-water-programme/private-wells.

Earlier this year, I announced details of the new Multi-annual Rural Water Programme 
2019-2021. This included an improved funding scheme for individual wells.

The composition of the new multi-annual programme is based on recommendations from 
the Working Group that I established in April 2018 to conduct a review of investment needs 
and rural water services. The changes that I have approved to the individual wells grant scheme 
are as follows:

-  A maximum grant for rehabilitation works of €3,000, which represents an increase of 47% 
on the current maximum grant amount;

-  Where the local authority agrees that the most appropriate solution is to provide a new 
well, the maximum grant payable would be €5,000;

-  Recognising the role of the grant in improving quality, the water quality treatment ele-
ment (typically filtration and UV filtration) will qualify for 100% funding up to a maximum of 
€1,000;

-  Up to 85% of other costs would be met, subject to the total combined maximum costs of 
€3,000 for well rehabilitation or €5,000 for a new well;

-  For clarity, applicants would not be able to avail of both grant amounts, so they would not 
be able to avail of €3,000 for well rehabilitation as well as the €5,000 for a new well. 

Work is at an advanced stage of development for the new scheme. I expect that the process 
will be completed shortly when the necessary regulations dealing with the financial assistance 
arrangements and related administrative matters are put in place. This will enable a circular let-
ter, terms and conditions, guidance and the application form to issue to local authorities shortly 
thereafter.

03/10/2019WRS05600Housing Issues
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03/10/2019WRS05700360. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if he has received a copy of the report of the review group on the planning provisions 
regarding strategic housing developments; if he will provide a copy of the report; if not, the 
reason therefor; and when he will release the report. [40195/19]

03/10/2019WRS05800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
As part of the actions under the Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan on Housing and 
Homelessness the Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016 
(the Act) introduced new streamlined arrangements to enable planning applications for strate-
gic housing developments (SHDs) of 100 housing units or more, or student accommodation 
or shared accommodation developments of 200 bed spaces or more, to be made directly to An 
Bord Pleanála for determination. 

The primary purpose of the SHD arrangements is to support efficiency in the planning de-
cision-making process, providing greater certainty for developers in terms of the timeframes 
within which proposals for such developments can be determined, while also fully respecting 
the need to ensure proper planning and sustainable development, the statutory requirements for 
public consultation and consideration of observations submitted. 

Section 4(2) of the Act provides for a review of the operation and effectiveness of the SHD 
arrangements. In this regard, I established a Review Group to assess the operation and effective-
ness of the SHD provisions and to report back to me by end September 2019. To augment the 
work of the Review Group, a public consultation on the SHD arrangements was advertised and 
held in July 2019. 

The Report of the Review Group was received on 24 September 2019 and is currently being 
considered prior to it, and my conclusions of the review, being laid before the Houses of the 
Oireachtas. Section 4(2)(a) of the Act provides that this must be done not later than 30 October 
2019.

03/10/2019WRT00200Housing Assistance Payment

03/10/2019WRT00300361. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if he will address a matter regarding HAP tenancies in the case of a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40288/19]

03/10/2019WRT00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme, a tenant sources their own accommo-
dation in the private rented sector. The accommodation sourced by tenants should be within 
the prescribed maximum HAP rent limits, which are based on the household size and the rental 
market within that area.  The tenancy agreement is between the tenant and the landlord and is 
governed by the Residential Tenancies Acts.  The Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) was es-
tablished as an independent statutory body under the Act to operate a national tenancy registra-
tion system and to facilitate the resolution of disputes between landlords and tenants.

For tenancies in Local Electoral Areas (LEAs) which have not yet been designated as a Rent 
Pressure Zone, the Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2015 provided that rent reviews 
can only take place every 24 months rather than every 12 months, unless there has been a sub-
stantial change in the nature of the accommodation that warrants a review.  The review of rent 
will still be undertaken on the basis of the market rent and the landlord must also provide three 
examples of rents for similar properties in a comparable area to demonstrate this.

Tenants must be given 90 days’ notice of new rent and can make an application for dispute 
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resolution to the RTB if they have not been given the required notice, or if they feel the rent 
increase is in excess of the market rent.  These provisions have effect notwithstanding any pro-
vision to the contrary in a lease or tenancy agreement. 

Each local authority has statutory discretion to agree to a HAP payment up to 20% above 
the prescribed maximum rent limit to secure appropriate accommodation for a household that 
requires it.  It is a matter for the local authority to determine if the application of the flexibility 
is warranted on a case by case basis. 

While there is no legislative provision precluding HAP supported households contributing 
towards their monthly landlord rent, local authorities have a responsibility to ensure that tenan-
cies are sustainable and are advised not to provide HAP support to tenancies where the house-
hold would not be in a position to meet the rental costs involved.

At the end of Q2 2019, there were more than 48,000 households in receipt of HAP support 
and over 28,000 separate landlords and agents providing accommodation to households sup-
ported by the scheme.

03/10/2019WRT00500Election Management System

03/10/2019WRT00600362. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the status of the modernisation of the electoral registration process which com-
menced in December 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40321/19]

03/10/2019WRT00700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): Arising from a commitment in the May 2016 Programme for 
a Partnership Government to examine the voter registration process, a set of policy proposals 
was developed based on the 2016 Report of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on the Proposed 
Electoral Commission.  The proposals include, among other things, the introduction of a sim-
plified registration process; a move to a rolling register; a reduction in the number of application 
forms; online registration as an optional alternative to paper-based registration; and the move 
from household-based to individual registration.  Verification of identity through the possible 
use of Personal Public Service Numbers (PPSNs) is also proposed. 

I launched the public consultation phase of the modernisation project in December 2018 and 
it ran until 15 March 2019.  A total of 187 submissions were received from individuals, public 
representatives, local authorities, political parties and community and voluntary and business 
organisations.  All responses are available on my Department’s website and I intend to publish 
a report on the public consultation very shortly.

The responses to the consultation are informing ongoing work in my Department on various 
elements of the project, including the simplification of the application form and the develop-
ment of a draft General Scheme of an Electoral (Amendment) Bill, which I intend to bring to 
Government by the end of this year.  The outcome of the pilot, during recent polls, of the voter.
ie platform by the Dublin Local Authorities, which provided the option of online registration 
and amendment of details for those with a MyGovID, is also being considered in the context of 
the wider modernisation project.

03/10/2019WRT00800Electoral Commission Establishment

03/10/2019WRT00900363. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
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Government the status of the establishment of an electoral commission; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40322/19]

03/10/2019WRT01000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): The establishment of an Electoral Commission is a key commit-
ment in the Programme for Partnership Government.  

My Department prepared a Regulatory Impact Analysis (RIA) in respect of the establish-
ment of an Electoral Commission, which was published on 27 December 2018, and followed 
by a public consultation process. The RIA set out four options, having regard to a commission’s 
legislative status and the functions that might be assigned to it. Responses to the public con-
sultation indicated support for its establishment on a statutory basis, with a phased transfer of 
existing functions.

The Government approved the establishment of a statutory Electoral Commission on 17 
July 2019. The Electoral Commission will bring together several electoral functions in an in-
dependent, dedicated public body.  It will include a new research and advisory function, which 
will inform the Government and Oireachtas in their consideration of reform to electoral law.

Work on the drafting of the General Scheme of an Electoral Commission Bill is current-
ly underway in my Department and I anticipate this to be completed by the end of 2019.

03/10/2019WRT01100Local Authority Housing

03/10/2019WRT01200364. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the additional resources allocated to local authorities with rent pressure zones for short-
term letting regulation arising from the 1 July 2019 introduction of new rules in the sector; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40387/19]

03/10/2019WRT01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department has been in regular contact with relevant planning authorities regarding the 
implementation of the new short-term letting legislation, both before and subsequent to its com-
mencement on 1 July 2019.  

In order for the new legislation to have the desired effect and achieve its objective of return-
ing much-needed accommodation to the long-term rental market, it is essential that relevant 
planning authorities adopt a pro-active approach to enforcement. This will add to the planning 
enforcement workload of the affected planning authorities, necessitating dedicated additional 
staffing and complementary resources.

In this regard, my Department wrote to planning authorities on 4 June 2019 seeking es-
timated resource funding requirements for the implementation and enforcement of the new 
provisions. My Department wrote again to planning authorities on 2 July and 26 September 
seeking new or revised estimates following my designation of additional Rent Pressure Zones 
in certain parts of the country, which extended the application of the short-term letting provi-
sions to these areas. 

Since then, further communication has taken place between my Department and all relevant 
planning authorities seeking clarification and refinement of the resourcing requests, as well as 
in relation to the practical implementation of the short-term letting provisions. 

My Department is actively engaging with the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form in relation to securing the required sanctions to provide funding to local authorities to 
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facilitate the wider implementation and enforcement of the short-term letting regulations.

03/10/2019WRT01400Social and Affordable Housing Data

03/10/2019WRT01500365. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of units to be provided through the enhanced long-term social housing 
leasing scheme by county in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40388/19]

03/10/2019WRT01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): A 
range of housing options are necessary to ensure a supply of accommodation to meet different 
types of social housing need. Harnessing the off-balance sheet potential of private investment 
in social housing is an important objective of the Government and the social housing targets 
that are set out in Rebuilding Ireland over the period to 2021 reflect the ambition in that regard.  

My Department has introduced the Enhanced Long Term Social Housing Leasing Scheme 
in order to target newly built or yet to be built houses and apartments for long term leasing, and 
to target property developers and investors who are in a position to deliver housing at a reason-
able scale in order to supplement delivery under Pillar 2 of Rebuilding Ireland.  

The first call for proposals for the Enhanced Leasing Scheme was open from January to 
April 2018 and a total of 33 submissions were received.  The second call for proposals closed 
on 25th October 2018 and a total of 22 submissions were received. 

The first Agreement for Lease was signed by Dublin City Council in Q2 2019 for 23 new 
social housing homes, with expected delivery in 2020.  A number of other proposals are cur-
rently in the due diligence or proposal stage.  

My Department and the Housing Agency continue to work with local authorities and pro-
posers in respect of the Enhanced Leasing Scheme, and the leasing schemes generally, in order 
to ensure maximum delivery of high quality leased properties to meet the needs of households 
on social housing waiting lists.  To this end, the Enhanced Long-Term Social Housing Leasing 
Scheme is in full operation and accepting proposals, complementing the range of other delivery 
mechanisms operated by my Department, and it is expected that further Agreements for Lease 
will be signed by the end of 2019. 

The Enhanced Leasing Scheme is one of a number of social housing leasing schemes oper-
ated by my Department under the Rebuilding Ireland programme, designed to increase the gen-
eral supply of social housing in an off-balance sheet manner.  These schemes are collectively 
generating significant interest and progress on leasing generally is tracked on the Rebuilding 
Ireland status reports published on a quarterly basis, which are available on my Department’s 
website at the following link: www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-afford-
ble/overall-social-housing-provision.

03/10/2019WRT01700Home Loan Scheme

03/10/2019WRT01800366. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of approved applicants, refused applicants and applicants sent for further 
information, respectively, under the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme, by local authority; 
the funding and value of loans issued under the scheme by local authority to date, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40389/19]

03/10/2019WRT01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
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The Housing Agency provides a central support service which assesses applications for the 
Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan on behalf of local authorities and makes recommendations to 
the authorities to approve or refuse applications. Housing Agency recommendations are then 
considered by the Credit Committee in each local authority, which issues loan approvals.  Ap-
plications where further information is requested are not tracked.

I have asked the Agency to compile figures on the numbers of valid applications that it has 
assessed and recommended to approve/decline since the scheme begun.  From 1st February 
2018 to the end of September 2019, the Housing Agency had assessed 4,910 applications.  Of 
these, it had recommended 2,585 for approval and 2,325 for decline.

Local Authority Applications As-
sessed

Recommended to 
Approve 

Recommended to 
Decline 

Carlow County   
Council

72 28 44

Cavan County   
Council

18 9 9

Clare County   
Council

82 35 47

Cork City   Council 208 94 114
Cork County   Coun-
cil

387 206 181

Donegal County   
Council

50 22 28

Dublin City   Coun-
cil

576 353 223

Dún   Laoghaire-
Rathdown County 
Council

127 73 54

Fingal County   
Council

701 408 293

Galway City   Coun-
cil

102 55 47

Galway County   
Council

177 61 116

Kerry County   
Council

126 56 70

Kildare County   
Council

190 100 90

Kilkenny   County 
Council

53 28 25

Laois County   
Council

116 58 58

Leitrim County   
Council

16 4 12

Limerick City   & 
County Council

133 83 50

Longford   County 
Council

52 25 27
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Local Authority Applications As-
sessed

Recommended to 
Approve 

Recommended to 
Decline 

Louth County   
Council

134 54 80

Mayo County   
Council

74 32 42

Meath County   
Council

310 211 99

Monaghan   County 
Council

53 18 35

Offaly County   
Council

49 21 28

Roscommon   Coun-
ty Council

53 22 31 

Sligo County   Coun-
cil

59 28 31

South Dublin   
County Council

365 194 171

Tipperary   County 
Council

132 61 71

Waterford City   & 
County Council

95 36 59

Westmeath   County 
Council

48 32 16

Wexford County   
Council

152 79 73

Wicklow County   
Council

200 99 101

Total 4,910 2,585 2,325
My Department publishes information on the overall number and value of (i) local author-

ity loan approvals and (ii) local authority loan drawdowns. Local authority approval means 
that an official letter of offer has been sent to a borrower (and therefore relates to a specific 
property and loan amount). Information on the RIHL for Quarter 1 2019, including in rela-
tion to the number and value of mortgage approvals and drawdowns, is available on the De-
partment’s website at the following link: www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/house-prices-
loans-and-profile-borrowers/local-authority-loan-activity. The data for Quarter 2 2019 will be 
available in the coming weeks.

03/10/2019WRT02000Departmental Data

03/10/2019WRT02100367. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the estimated home ownership rates; if data in his Department in relation to the trend 
of home ownership rates in recent years will be provided; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40394/19]

03/10/2019WRT02200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
terms of home ownership, the authoritative data in this regard is the data published as part of 
each census of population carried out by the Central Statistics Office.
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The most recent census undertaken, Census 2016, reported that 67.6% of households owned 
their own home, with or without a loan or mortgage.  This compared to a rate of 69.7% in 2011. 

03/10/2019WRT02300Social and Affordable Housing

03/10/2019WRT02400368. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the status of the roll-out of the affordable housing scheme and serviced sites fund; the 
number of housing schemes approved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40396/19]

03/10/2019WRT02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Part 5 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 was commenced in June 2018 to 
provide a statutory basis for the delivery of affordable housing for purchase. Regulations in 
respect of the making of Schemes of Priority were signed on 12 March 2019, and these were is-
sued to local authorities on 22 March 2019.  The purpose of a Scheme of Priority is to set out the 
affordable purchase arrangements at local authority level.  This includes the methodology that 
will be applied by local authorities to determine the order of priority to be accorded to eligible 
households where the demand for such affordable dwellings exceeds the number available.  

In line with the legal requirements of the Affordable Dwelling Purchase Arrangements, fur-
ther regulations will be put in place over the coming months regarding eligibility and other 
matters. When the operational procedures for the scheme are finalised, and before dwellings are 
made available for purchase under the scheme, a programme of communication will be under-
taken by my Department and local authorities.   

In order to support the delivery of discounted homes to buy or rent, this Government has 
committed €310 million under the Serviced Sites Fund, from 2019 to 2021, to provide infra-
structure to support the delivery of some 6,200 homes.  To date, funding of €127 million, in 
support of 35 projects in 14 local authority areas, has been allocated for infrastructure works on 
sites that will support the delivery of almost 3,200 homes. 

Details of all SSF funded infrastructure projects can be found on the Rebuilding Ireland 
website at the following links:  

https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-approves-10-local-authority-sites-af-
fordable-housing-serviced-sites-fund/.

https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-approves-funding-of-e84m-to-support-
delivery-of-1770-affordable-homes-under-the-ssf/.

The overall cost and the timing of delivery for these projects is contingent upon the comple-
tion of design, planning and procurement in the first instance, and local authorities are working 
to achieve delivery as quickly as possible. 

In addition to making discounted homes available for purchase, the Government is also 
committed to the development of ‘Cost Rental’ in Ireland. Under the Cost Rental model, rents 
cover the cost of delivering, managing, and maintaining the homes only, less both the profit 
margin seen in the private rental sector and any financial supports provided by the State/local 
authorities.  With the resulting rents significantly below market levels, this would mean that 
many households on moderate incomes will have access to a more affordable and stable form 
of rental tenure than would otherwise have been the case. 

In order to drive delivery, two early mover pilot projects are being advanced, one at Enni-
skerry Road, in Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, and the other at Emmet Road in Inchicore. In tan-
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dem with these pilot projects, my Department is developing a national policy approach to Cost 
Rental for Ireland to ensure future projects can be delivered at a scale and in a manner that will 
have the desired positive impact on the Irish housing sector. 

These new schemes are complemented by other key Government affordability initiatives, 
including the Rebuilding Ireland home loan and the Help to Buy Scheme.   In addition,  the 
Land Development Agency’s  initial portfolio of sites will have the potential to deliver 3,000 
affordable homes and the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund ( LIHAF) will support 
more than 2,300 affordable homes on mainly publicly owned lands, while 5,600 further homes 
will benefit from a LIHAF related cost reduction, some of which have already come on stream.

In overall terms, programmes are in place under which some 18,000 affordable homes or 
homes with a LIHAF related reduction will be delivered, with 15,000 households already sup-
ported under the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan or the Help to Buy Scheme.

03/10/2019WRT02600Office of Public Works Projects

03/10/2019WRT02700369. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
ongoing position regarding discussions between the Office of Public Works in respect of a proj-
ect (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40208/19]

03/10/2019WRT02800370. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
position in relation to the consideration of an analysis (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [40207/19]

03/10/2019WRT02900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 369 and 370 together.

I am advised that the local authority is progressing proposals to develop improved parking 
facilities for members of the public wishing to visit an adjacent national monument.  As part 
of its preliminary analysis the local authority has produced a Visual Impact Statement and has 
given some initial briefing on the project to my Department and to the Office of Public Works 
as the relevant heritage authorities with responsibility for the national monument.  Depending 
on the final location selected for the development, it may require my consent, as Minister, under 
section 14 of the National Monuments Act 1930 (as amended).   The matter is still at an early 
stage and no application for such consent has yet been presented to my Department.

03/10/2019WRT03100Departmental Funding

03/10/2019WRT03200371. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the reason additional funding provided to bodies under the auspices of her Department in the 
cultural and heritage sector is ring-fenced in view of the independent statutory remit of certain 
bodies; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40306/19]

03/10/2019WRT03300372. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the amount of increased funding provided in each case to bodies under the auspices of her De-
partment in the cultural and heritage sector for the past four years; the amount of such funding 
which was ring-fenced for a specific area or task; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40307/19]

03/10/2019WRT03400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 371 and 372 together.
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Details of funding provided to those bodies under the aegis of my Department are published 
annually in the Revised Estimates Volumes https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/e20037-revised-
estimates, and in the Department’s Appropriation Accounts which can be found on my Depart-
ment’s website at https://www.chg.gov.ie/about/finance-evaluation/appropriation-account/.  

All allocations to bodies under the aegis of my Department are allocated for purposes con-
sistent with the remit of the individual bodies and are made in accordance with the relevant 
public financial procedures. The Deputy will be aware that Individual bodies may also engage 
in additional non-core activities that are consistent with their remit.  From time to time my 
Department may also allocate additional funds to a body under its aegis for a specific purpose 
without prejudice to the independence of the body concerned.  

Details of the income and expenditure of each of these bodies are also available in the pub-
lished reports and accounts of the individual bodies which are published on their respective 
websites.  The Deputy may also wish to refer to the annual Performance Delivery Agreements 
with my Department which are prepared in accordance with the Code of Practice for the Gov-
ernance of State Bodies. 

I trust that the foregoing is of assistance to the Deputy and can assure him that my officials 
will be happy to assist him with any specific queries he may wish to put forward in relation to 
any programme or activity undertaken by any of these bodies during the period in question.


