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      Questions Nos. 1 to 20, inclusive, answered orally.

Questions Nos. 21 to 25, inclusive, resubmitted.

Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

01/10/2019WRA0055026. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his meeting with the 
Vice President of the United States of America.  [37533/19]

01/10/2019WRA00575 Taoiseach (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I met the Vice President of the United States, Mike 
Pence, on Tuesday 3 September. The Vice President was on an official visit to Ireland, mark-
ing the latest in a series of high-level visits by representatives of the US Government this year, 
including President Trump and Speaker Pelosi.

I was pleased to host the Vice President, the Second Lady and other family members for a 
lunch, which was largely social in nature. 

The Vice President and I, accompanied by officials, then held a bilateral meeting at which 
we discussed several issues of mutual interest including US-Ireland bilateral relations, includ-
ing economic relations; Brexit, including its potential impacts on this island; developments 
relating to Northern Ireland; and international trade, including the prospect for an EU-US trade 
agreement.

Questions Nos. 27 to 61, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 62 to 64, inclusive, answered orally.

01/10/2019WRA00650Brexit Supports

01/10/2019WRA0070065. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the sec-
tors of the economy his Department has identified as needing targeted support in the event of 
the UK leaving the EU without an agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39452/19]

01/10/2019WRA00800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Everyone is 
aware that the UK’s departure from the EU will pose significant challenges for Ireland.  The 
challenges posed by a no-deal departure will be particularly acute.

The Government has been putting in place the utmost Brexit preparations since even before 
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the outcome of the 2016 UK referendum on EU membership became known.  Since then, Bud-
get 2017, Budget 2018 and Budget 2019 have all contained measures to ensure that Ireland is in 
the best possible position to respond to the challenges that Brexit will bring. 

These measures continue the process of assuring that Ireland’s economy remains competi-
tive and resilient against the backdrop of heightened uncertainty, and include balancing our 
books; reducing our debt burden; putting in place a major programme of capital investment; 
establishing the Rainy Day Fund; and broadening the tax base.

Specific initiatives have been introduced aimed at supporting those sectors most affected 
by Brexit, most notably the Brexit Loan Scheme in Budget 2018 and the Future Growth Loan 
Scheme in Budget 2019.  The Future Growth Loan Scheme is open to eligible Irish enterprises, 
including those in the primary agriculture and seafood sectors, to support strategic, long-term 
investment in a post-Brexit environment. The Brexit Loan Scheme provides working capital 
loans, at least 40% of which is available for food businesses.

The Government and its agencies have also put in place extensive supports and advisory 
resources to ensure that the sectors likely to be most impacted are prepared for Brexit.

As Deputies will be aware, the Summer Economic Statement set out two budgetary sce-
narios for Budget 2020, the first involving an orderly departure by the UK from the EU and 
the second involving a disorderly exit.  Last month the Government decided that the budgetary 
strategy to be adopted should be based on the latter assumption. 

In the event of a no-deal Brexit, the Government has already said that it will provide coun-
ter-cyclical support to the economy through social protection payments occasioned by higher 
unemployment and, on the revenue side, lower tax collections which help cushion aggregate 
demand. 

In the event of a no-deal Brexit, the Government will also introduce timely, targeted, tempo-
rary measures. Brexit contingency support may also be needed to address specific issues in the 
event of a ‘worst case scenario’ disorderly Brexit.  I am working with the relevant Ministers on 
such measures in the context of Budget 2020.

All of these measures form part of a comprehensive response to Brexit across all sectors 
which has been set out in the Government’s Contingency Action Plan, which was updated in 
July. This is the second update of the Plan that was originally published in December 2018 and 
reflects the extensive work that  has taken place to prepare for a no-deal Brexit.

The Government’s management of the economy, however, means that Ireland is facing the 
challenge of Brexit from a position of economic strength.  The Irish economy continues to grow 
at a robust pace and we are close to full employment.  But we do not underestimate the chal-
lenges ahead and will be prepared.

Questions Nos. 66 to 74, inclusive, answered orally.

01/10/2019WRA01150Flood Relief Schemes Status

01/10/2019WRA0120075. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the sta-
tus of the Crossmolina flood relief scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39569/19]

01/10/2019WRA01300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
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Boxer Moran): This important project is now at an advanced stage with detailed design work 
nearing completion to determine the final design plan for the flood alleviation works.

Hydraulic modelling required for the design of the proposed channel diversion established 
that there was a need for an in-stream flow control structure to minimise the overall environ-
mental impact on the river system.

 Necessary work is now taking place to identify ecological and environmental constraints 
associated with the in-stream works required for the proposed flow-control structure. These 
include reducing velocities to ensure no damage to the bed of the river and associated ecosys-
tems, and minimising impacts on the pearl mussel and crayfish populations, and adhering to EU 
legislation in relation to alluvial woodlands. 

   The project team is ensuring that any tasks that can be progressed in parallel with the above 
environmental assessment will be prioritised, in order to minimise any programme delays. 

 It is anticipated that the detailed design and preparation of the relevant documentation 
should be completed to allow the proposed scheme to be submitted to Minister for Public Ex-
penditure and Reform for formal Confirmation under the Arterial Drainage Act by the end of 
the year.  

Following Confirmation and tendering it is anticipated that the scheme should progress to 
construction in the second half of 2020.

 Once the proposed scheme is confirmed, the OPW will contact landowners directly in order 
to provide information and advice prior to construction commencing. 

 As previously highlighted, in the interim, the following measures are in place to help allevi-
ate the flooding problems in the town pending the delivery of the flood relief scheme:

- Individual Property Protection (IPP): The OPW and Mayo County Council in conjunc-
tion with the local Flood Action Group, have substantially progressed the pilot IPP project for 
Crossmolina, which has already installed floodgates in approximately 100 properties. 

- Maintenance: The OPW has carried out maintenance works including lowering of the 
berm downstream of Jack Garrett Bridge.

- Minor Works: The OPW has also approved Mayo County Council’s application for fund-
ing for a number of minor works projects in the town, and these have been put in place by the 
Council. 

I can assure the Deputy that the OPW will continue to work constructively with Mayo 
County Council and the local Flood Action Group to take all feasible interim measures to al-
leviate the risk of flooding in the town.  

Crossmolina is a priority project within the OPW’s flood investment programme and the 
project team are working hard to minimise further delays and to bring this much needed project 
to construction and completion.

01/10/2019WRA01350Departmental Expenditure

01/10/2019WRA0140076. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
extent to which he has identified Departments likely to overrun on capital or current spending; 
his action in regard to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39519/19]
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01/10/2019WRA01500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Esti-
mates for Public Services 2019 set out total gross voted expenditure of €66.6 billion for this 
year. Of this, €59.3 billion is gross voted current expenditure, while €7.3 billion is gross voted 
capital expenditure.  

The effective and efficient delivery of public services within budgetary allocations is a key 
responsibility of each Minister and Department. In relation to spending, the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform is in regular contact with all other Departments and Offices to 
ensure that expenditure is being managed within the overall fiscal parameters. The drawdown 
of funds from the Exchequer is reported on each month against expenditure profiles in the Fis-
cal Monitor published by the Department of Finance.

As set out in the most recent Fiscal Monitor, total gross voted expenditure at end-August 
2019 was €42,015 million. This is €262 million, or 0.6%, below profile. Gross voted current ex-
penditure of €38,653 million, is €132 million, or 0.3% below profile. Of the 17 Ministerial Vote 
groups, 14 are on or below profile on current expenditure for end-August. Gross voted capital 
expenditure of €3,362 million, is €130 million, or 3.7% below profile and up €683 million, or 
25.5% on the same period last year. The end-September Fiscal monitor will be published later 
this week. 

At this stage in the year, it is too early to definitively state what the requirement for Supple-
mentary Estimates will be at year-end. Expenditure Report 2020, which will be published on 
Budget Day, will set out an initial assessment of any necessary additional expenditure for 2019. 
This would take into account any policy decisions, such as relating to a Social Welfare Christ-
mas Bonus, and any emerging expenditure pressures. While the end-August position is encour-
aging, there is a particular challenge in the Health sector, where the year-on-year increase to 
the end of August illustrates the challenge and the need for staffing and savings measures to 
be proactively managed by the Department of Health. There are also potential pressures in the 
areas of Justice and Education.

01/10/2019WRA01550Capital Expenditure Programme

01/10/2019WRA0160077. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
decisions will be made on applications for capital projects in County Kildare under Project Ire-
land 2040; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39640/19]

01/10/2019WRA01700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I understand 
that other Ministers will also be answering this question in respect of their Departments.

Due to the nature of its role, my Department does not have any capital projects funded from 
its own Vote as part of Project Ireland 2040.  The main purpose of capital projects and associ-
ated investment undertaken by my Department is to support greater effectiveness and efficiency 
across the Civil and Public Service.  While all counties ultimately benefit from this, any capital 
expenditure is primarily invested in the Department’s ICT systems to support and develop the 
ICT function across Government.

More generally, my role as Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform is to oversee the 
effective implementation of the National Development Plan 2018-2027 and to maintain the 
national frameworks such as the Public Spending Code within which Departments operate to 
ensure appropriate accounting for, and value for money in, public expenditure. 

My Department does not have a direct role in overseeing projects being progressed by 
other Departments.  That responsibility rests with the appropriate Minister responsible for the 
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Sanctioning Authority who approved the project, under the policy of delegated sanction that 
operates in relation to capital expenditure within the capital budgets allocated to line Ministers/
Departments.

The Deputy will be aware that the Public Spending Code sets out the oversight and approval 
process for public expenditure proposals including capital projects. The responsibilities which 
lie with different roles are clearly set out in the Code. The Department or agency proposing and 
implementing a project is responsible for appraisal, planning, implementation, management 
and post project review of the project. It is known as the Sponsoring Agency. The Department 
or body funding the project is responsible for approval in principle following appraisal, pre-
tender approval, and post tender approval if the project has significantly changed. It is known 
as the Sanctioning Authority.

01/10/2019WRA01750Health Services Expenditure

01/10/2019WRA0180078. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if multi-
annual funding for elements of the health budget has been considered in budget 2020; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39641/19]

01/10/2019WRA01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Mid-
Year Expenditure Report, published in July of this year, set out baseline current expenditure 
ceilings on a Ministerial level to 2022. These ceilings are inclusive of pre-committed expen-
diture of €0.5 billion per annum for demographics in the areas of Health, Social Protection 
and Education. These are primary areas of current expenditure that are particularly impacted 
by demographic pressures. These demographic projections are informed by the Irish Govern-
ment Economic and Evaluation Service (IGEES) paper ‘Budgetary Impacts of Changing De-
mographics 2017 – 2027.’ The paper can be found on the IGEES website here: https://igees.
gov.ie/budgetary-impact-of-changing-demographics-2017-to-2027/.

This paper covers a number of areas of expenditure, including pensions, child benefit, edu-
cation provision and in health areas such as the acute hospitals, PCRS, community and  Nursing 
Home Support Scheme. These pure demographic costs are factored in to Ministerial Expen-
diture Ceilings for Health, Social Protection and Education. The following table shows these 
costs for the period to 2022. 

 - 2020 2021 2022
€m €m €m

Education & Skills 
Group

54 47 47

Employment Affairs 
& Social   Protection 
Group

260 260 260

Health Group 137 148 148
Total 451 455 455
Going beyond the period set out in the Mid-Year Expenditure Report, the paper suggests 

demographic costs of approximately €0.4 billion in 2023 and 2024. However, as part of the 
2019 Spending Review process, an update of this paper is due to be published. This forthcom-
ing paper will again look at the key areas of Health, Social Protection and Education and will 
examine demographic pressures in these areas over a ten year period.

More generally, introducing multi-annual funding for the totality of the Health budget would 
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involve considerable challenges, not least in terms of establishing confidence in the soundness 
of the underlying financial management systems and in the ability of the Health system as a 
whole to plan and manage its resources on both an annual and multi-annual basis. I am hope-
ful that the improved leadership and governance arrangements that have recently been put in 
place in the Health sector, including the establishment of the HSE Board, may help to underpin 
confidence in such areas into the future.

01/10/2019WRA01950Flood Relief Schemes

01/10/2019WRA0200079. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
when the preferred options for the flood relief works on the Sullane river, Ballyvourney, County 
Cork, will be finalised; the impediments delaying this decision; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39639/19]

01/10/2019WRA02100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Mid-Year Expenditure Report, published in July of this year, set out base-
line current expenditure ceilings on a Ministerial level to 2022. These ceilings are inclusive of 
pre-committed expenditure of €0.5 billion per annum for demographics in the areas of Health, 
Social Protection and Education. These are primary areas of current expenditure that are par-
ticularly impacted by demographic pressures. These demographic projections are informed by 
the Irish Government Economic and Evaluation Service (IGEES) paper ‘Budgetary Impacts of 
Changing Demographics 2017 – 2027.’ The paper can be found on the IGEES website here: 
https://igees.gov.ie/budgetary-impact-of-changing-demographics-2017-to-2027/.

This paper covers a number of areas of expenditure, including pensions, child benefit, edu-
cation provision and in health areas such as the acute hospitals, PCRS, community and  Nursing 
Home Support Scheme. These pure demographic costs are factored in to Ministerial Expen-
diture Ceilings for Health, Social Protection and Education. The following table shows these 
costs for the period to 2022. 

 - 2020 2021 2022
€m €m €m

Education & Skills 
Group

54 47 47

Employment Affairs 
& Social   Protection 
Group

260 260 260

Health Group 137 148 148
Total 451 455 455
Going beyond the period set out in the Mid-Year Expenditure Report, the paper suggests 

demographic costs of approximately €0.4 billion in 2023 and 2024. However, as part of the 
2019 Spending Review process, an update of this paper is due to be published. This forthcom-
ing paper will again look at the key areas of Health, Social Protection and Education and will 
examine demographic pressures in these areas over a ten year period. 

More generally, introducing multi-annual funding for the totality of the Health budget would 
involve considerable challenges, not least in terms of establishing confidence in the soundness 
of the underlying financial management systems and in the ability of the Health system as a 
whole to plan and manage its resources on both an annual and multi-annual basis. I am hope-
ful that the improved leadership and governance arrangements that have recently been put in 
place in the Health sector, including the establishment of the HSE Board, may help to underpin 
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confidence in such areas into the future.

01/10/2019WRA02150Departmental Expenditure

01/10/2019WRA0220080. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
his views on Exchequer expenditure requirements in order to implement the all-of-Government 
climate action plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39369/19]

01/10/2019WRA02300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Govern-
ment’s Climate Action Plan puts Ireland on a pathway to the achievement of the country’s 2030 
climate and energy targets that are consistent with a net zero emissions target by 2050. 

The plan sets out ambitious emissions savings targets for sectors of the economy. The De-
partments responsible for the achievement of these targets will, over the coming months, be de-
veloping the policies and measures required to reach these targets. These policies and measures 
will incorporate a blend of expenditure, taxation, regulation and behavioural change initiatives 
that will encourage the investment decisions required across the public and private sectors, as 
well as by individual citizens, to achieve these targets.

Much of the Exchequer investment required to support these policies and measures was 
already anticipated and provided for through the commitments included in the National Devel-
opment Plan (NDP), which includes over €30bn in investment to fund the transition to a low 
carbon and climate resilient society and initiatives in sustainable mobility. 

The Government has agreed that the cumulative Exchequer costs of the commitments in-
cluded in the Climate Action Plan will be delivered within the existing multi-annual ceilings 
and the funding commitments made in the NDP. 

In addition to this, any new revenue raised from any increase in the carbon tax in 2020 will 
be ring-fenced and used to fund new climate action measures, including just transition.

01/10/2019WRB00150Capital Expenditure Programme

01/10/2019WRB0020081. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the way in which his Department is addressing expenditure overruns in relation to the national 
broadband plan and the national children’s hospital in 2019 and over the coming years; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39368/19]

01/10/2019WRB00300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Depu-
ty will recall, Further Revised Estimates were voted through the Dáil in February this year.  The 
Further Revised Estimates were necessary as the Government recognised that the allocations 
set out in the Revised Estimates, published in December 2018, needed to be updated to reflect 
the materialising construction cost of the National Children’s Hospital.  To that end, the Gov-
ernment decided that in relation to the 2019 allocations an additional €75 million capital ex-
penditure allocation would be provided to the Department of Health to be met by reallocations 
from savings made in other sectors within the overall €7.3 billion capital allocation for 2019.   

As set out in the Summer Economic Statement an expenditure reserve of up to €0.2 billion 
is to be established in 2020 to accommodate funding requirements liable to arise in connection 
with the National Broadband Plan and National Children’s Hospital.  No decision has been 
made at this time regarding the specific allocation of this reserve as the funding of additional 
costs in relation to these projects will be considered as part of the Budget 2020 estimates pro-



Questions - Written Answers

8

cess, reflecting the most up-to-date position relating to capital spending at the time.  Beyond 
2020, the Summer Economic Statement reflects the impact on the General Government Balance 
of additional expenditure in respect of the National Broadband Plan. 

As I have previously indicated, I intend to provide the additional capital required to fund the 
National Broadband project from future revenues - this will be done in the context of updating 
the overall multi-annual capital ceilings set out in Project Ireland 2040.  No other projects will 
be delayed or rescheduled, and no other changes will be made to the capital allocations for other 
projects as set out in the National Development Plan as a consequence of the Government’s 
decision to proceed with the National Broadband Plan. 

As the Deputy will be aware, responsibility for individual projects rests with the relevant 
Departments.  My Department, on the other hand, is responsible for monitoring expenditure 
allocations at Departmental level, so I can tell him that, up to the end of August, expenditure 
in 2019 is being managed for both the National Broadband Plan and the National Children’s 
Hospital in line with the allocations set out in the Further Revised Estimates.

01/10/2019WRB00350Flood Relief Schemes Status

01/10/2019WRB0040082. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position regarding the Enniscorthy flood relief scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [38315/19]

01/10/2019WRB00500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Enniscorthy (river Slaney) flood defence scheme is being progressed by 
Wexford County Council on behalf of the Commissioners of Public Works as a scheme under 
the Arterial Drainage Acts 1945 and 1995.  This is a very important scheme within the OPW’s 
€1 billion flood relief investment programme. It will protect 236 properties and bring much 
needed relief from the worry and stress which flooding has caused to householders and busi-
nesses in the town.

I am pleased to say that the scheme is at an advanced stage of planning and design. A formal 
Exhibition was held in May 2019 where the public were able to review the scheme design and 
measures and provide feedback on what is being proposed. The scheme proposals were gener-
ally well received and the lead consultants are currently reviewing the feedback received and fi-
nalising the design and all the documentation required for submission of the scheme for formal 
Confirmation of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. It is planned for the scheme 
to be submitted for Confirmation by end 2019.  Following Confirmation it is expected to com-
mence construction in 2020 after tendering, with an estimated construction period of 3 years. 

The proposed scheme will be funded by the Office of Public Works (OPW) and I can con-
firm that provision for the cost of the scheme is included in the OPW’s multi-annual capital 
framework.

01/10/2019WRB00550Office of Public Works Projects

01/10/2019WRB0060083. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
report on the latest work of the Office of Public Works regarding its strategic review of the 
Phoenix Park; the cost to date; the estimated further cost in respect of the review; the expected 
timeline to publish a report on the consultation process; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39447/19]
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01/10/2019WRB00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): In 2018, the Office of Public Works commissioned a review of Visitor Experi-
ence in the Phoenix Park, with funding from Fáilte Ireland, in order to understand the current 
quality of experience for users of the Park and with a view to considering how visitor experi-
ence can be improved.

The Draft Review document sets out 29 distinct recommendations for the Park including the 
provision of new visitor reception facilities, more way marking, increased crossing points and 
a traffic calming plan.  The Draft Review is not a framework for the development of the Park 
but it does explore the possibilities in relation to cafes, car parks and other visitor facilities with 
reference to international case studies in order to demonstrate the range of possibilities. 

The draft review seeks to realise the Phoenix Park’s potential as one of the truly great parks 
of the world while also ensuring that the unique features that comprise the Phoenix Park will be 
conserved and protected for the enjoyment of generations to come. 

The Office of Public Works placed the draft strategic review on public display on the 19th 
March, at the Phoenix Park Visitors Centre and invited the public and stakeholders to offer their 
observations on the various recommendations. 

Members of the public were invited to submit their observations following a ten-week view-
ing period which closed on 31st May 2019.   

The strategic review of the visitor experience at the Phoenix Park will cost €400,000. Failte 
Ireland is providing €300,000 to fund this project and OPW is contributing €100,000. To date, 
€318,951 has been expended on the project. It is expected that the remaining funds of €81,049 
will be expended. 

As stated, the Draft Phoenix Park Visitor Experience Strategic Review was on display at the 
Phoenix Park Visitor Centre from the 19th March 2019 and, due to public demand, the OPW 
facilitated two extensions on the closing date for submissions, first to April 26th and finally to 
31st of May 2019. This resulted in a ten-week period in total for the public to consider the draft 
report and to submit observations for consideration. 

One thousand, five hundred and forty six (1,546) observations were received via email to 
the Office of Public Works in respect of the Review. These were received from interested parties 
such as An Taisce, various local Residents Associations, ICOMOS, local elected representa-
tives, Bird Watch Ireland, the Irish Wildlife Trust, to name some. 

OPW together with its consultants, has carried out a detailed review and analysis of all 
submissions received.  A report on the observations and submissions process is currently being 
finalised and it is envisaged that this will be completed by early to mid November. 

01/10/2019WRB00750National Monuments

01/10/2019WRB0080084. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
restoration plans for properties under his ownership in Kells, County Meath; his further plans 
to carry out enhancement or conservation works at the monastic site; and if there are plans to 
enhance the tourism signage in Kells. [39620/19]

01/10/2019WRB00900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): There are two National Monuments in OPW care in Kells, Co Meath.  These 
are:
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- St. Colmcille’s House

- Kells Round Tower

Both these sites undergo regular light maintenance and inspections.  Currently, works are 
planned for the Round Tower with a view to addressing certain fabric issues and creating safe 
public access.  Preliminary work has been undertaken at the site and plans for the next phases 
are being developed.   It is not possible at this stage to say when the work will be undertaken.

St. Colmcille’s House is currently in a good state of conservation repair and no work at this 
location is contemplated currently apart from ongoing maintenance.

The provision of tourist signage in Kells is not the responsibility of the OPW and there are 
therefore no plans currently to implement tourism signage in the town.  However, should Meath 
County Council have any plans in this regard, OPW will be happy to cooperate with any urban 
realm initiative.

01/10/2019WRB00950Fiscal Policy

01/10/2019WRB0100085. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will report on the overall trend in Government net policy spending since Quarter 1 2015 
down to Quarter 3 2019; the way in which he expects this trend to evolve in 2020; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39367/19]

01/10/2019WRB01100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As outlined 
in the Mid-Year Expenditure Report, compared to the 2014 outturn, current expenditure on the 
delivery of public services and social supports in 2019 is set to have increased by 19% over this 
five year period.  This level of increase in voted current expenditure is significantly below that 
seen in the period leading up to the fiscal and economic crisis.  Over the period between the end 
of 2004 and 2009 gross voted current expenditure grew by 57%. 

A targeted approach has seen additional funding directed towards priority areas.  Gross vot-
ed current expenditure on Health, after adjusting for the disestablishment of the HSE Vote, has 
risen by over €4 billion or over 30%.  Housing programme current expenditure has increased 
by almost €1 billion or over 200%.   

Over the last five years, in order to enhance the resilience and growth capacity of the econ-
omy, significant additional resources have been made available for capital expenditure.  Indeed, 
Exchequer capital investment, which represented under 7 per cent of total voted expenditure 
in 2014, accounts for a quarter of the overall expenditure increase in this five year period, with 
gross voted capital expenditure having increased by 90%.  Total capital investment of €25 
billion in this period has supported the delivery of economic and social infrastructure and the 
creation of jobs. 

In recent Budgets, in order to increase the resources available for spending increases tax 
raising measures have been introduced. Indeed, as outlined in the Mid-Year Expenditure Re-
port, over the period 2017 to 2019, as a result of tax raising measures and the non-utilisation of 
the full available fiscal space for tax measures an additional €1.9 billion was made available for 
expenditure increases over and above that originally planned in the 2016 Summer Economic 
Statement.

In light of the current position in relation to the UK’s exit from the EU, Budget 2020 will 
be based on the assumption of a no-deal Brexit. Underlying this decision is the need to ensure 
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the Government has the necessary resources at its disposal to meet the impact of the Brexit 
challenge, whilst preserving the longer-term sustainability of the public finances. This strategy 
involves a ‘twin-track’ approach of providing funding for key public services and also support-
ing the sectors and regions most exposed to Brexit related disruption. 

01/10/2019WRB01150Public Spending Code

01/10/2019WRB0120086. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
extent to which public spending cuts previously applied are likely to be reversed in the next 12 
months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39518/19]

01/10/2019WRB01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Following a 
period of consolidation after the economic crisis, over the last number of years there has been 
modest growth in expenditure.  Compared to the end 2014 outturn, gross voted expenditure in 
2019 is profiled to be 25% higher as set out in section 2.2 of the Budget 2019 Expenditure Re-
port. Indeed, in 2019, €66.6 billion has been allocated to gross voted expenditure. In absolute 
terms this is higher than the outturn of just over €63 billion in 2009. Recent increases in voted 
expenditure have been significantly more modest than what was seen in the pre-consolidation 
period, with gross voted expenditure growing by nearly 55% between 2004 and 2009. 

This Government has delivered budgetary strategies based on steady increases in public 
expenditure underpinned by stable and predictable tax revenue. The Government has prioritised 
spending that mitigates risk, enhances the resilience of the economy and raises our growth ca-
pacity whilst making incremental and sustainable improvements in public services. The steady 
growth in expenditure in recent years reflects the significant effort made by this Government 
to moderate the level of expenditure increases and to secure a sustainable long-term path to 
growth. 

In light of the current position in relation to the UK’s exit from the EU, Budget 2020 will 
be based on the assumption of a no-deal Brexit. Underlying this decision is the need to ensure 
the Government has the necessary resources at its disposal to meet the impact of the Brexit 
challenge, whilst preserving the longer-term sustainability of the public finances. This strategy 
involves a ‘twin-track’ approach of providing funding for key public services and also support-
ing the sectors and regions most exposed to Brexit related disruption. 

01/10/2019WRB01350Building Energy Rating Administration

01/10/2019WRB0140087. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber and cost of retrofitting projects the Commissioners of Public Works has undertaken in each 
of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, to upgrade public buildings to meet modern stan-
dards in terms of building regulations and energy efficiency; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39451/19]

01/10/2019WRB01475Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform)(Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Office of 
Public Works has recognised the need for an energy conservation programme and as far back 
as 2008 made a particular effort in this regard.  The main component of this was a behavioural 
change programme for staff in the buildings but also included improvements to heating and 
lighting systems.  The behavioural change programme, called Optimising Power Work, has 
achieved savings in the order of 22% which translates to an annual saving of €6.4million.  This 
programme was maintained through the years, even when OPW budgets were severely cut due 
to recession. In 2014 the OPW expanded this programme into the wider public sector. In now 
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operates in acute care hospitals, third level colleges and universities, prisons, EPA and local au-
thority buildings. The table below outlines the cost of the programme for each of the requested 
years.

Optimising 
Power Work

Total 2019 (to 
Sep.)

2018 2017 2016

Central Gov €4.28M  €0.7M  €1.31M  €1.19M    €1.08M 
Public Sector €4.16M  €0.6M  €1.18M    €1.16M    €1.22M 
Total €8.44M  €1.3M  €2.49M  €2.35M  €2.30M 
In more recent years, and as the Vote allocation improved the OPW has incrementally in-

creased investment in this important area.  The following are the number of projects undertaken 
in each of the years requested:

Year No. of   Projects Cost
2016 16  €400,121 
2017 16  €3,856,122 
2018 100  €11,449,198 
2019 16  €4,389,190 
Total 148  €20,094,630 

01/10/2019WRB01550Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

01/10/2019WRB0160088. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the cost of 
honouring the Labour Court finding on the community employment scheme supervisors pen-
sion costs; if the ongoing issue on financing the pension rights of these workers will be resolved 
in the upcoming budget; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39614/19]

01/10/2019WRB01700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): This issue 
relates to a claim by community employment supervisors and assistant supervisors who have 
been seeking, through their union representatives, the allocation of Exchequer funding to im-
plement a 2008 Labour Court recommendation relating to the provision of a pension scheme.

The matter was the subject of extensive discussion at the Community Sector High Level 
Forum which was reconvened to examine certain issues pertaining to the Community Employ-
ment sector and in particular to ensure that the matter was fully examined having regard to both 
costs and precedent.  The membership of this Forum includes public service management and 
union representatives. The implications arising from this claim extend beyond the CE Supervi-
sors and Assistant Supervisors cadre and impact across the entire Community and Voluntary 
sector.

A detailed scoping exercise was carried out by my Department in 2017 in order to compre-
hensively examine and assess the full potential implications of the issues under consideration.

The scoping exercise clearly illustrated that this matter presents very significant issues for 
the Exchequer, with a potential cost exposure for the State of between €188 million per annum 
and €347m depending on the size of the sector which is difficult to ascertain, were consequen-
tial demands to be made to fund employer pension contributions for all similar State funded 
Community and Voluntary organisations.  This excludes any provision for immediate ex-gratia 
lump sum payment of pension for those imminently retiring, as sought, which could, depending 
on the size of the sector, give rise to a further Exchequer cost exposure of up to €318 million.

The Forum met in the period subsequent to the conduct of the scoping exercise where rel-
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evant matters in respect of this issue were discussed in comprehensive detail with the members 
of the Forum. These discussions provided a clear understanding to each of the parties of their 
respective  positions in relation to this matter and in this context the formal engagement process 
between the parties was accordingly  concluded on this basis.

It continues to be the position that state organisations are not the employer of the particular 
employees concerned and accordingly it is not for the State to provide funding for occupational 
pension scheme provision.

Question No. 89 answered with Question No. 69.

01/10/2019WRB01850Arts Funding

01/10/2019WRB0190090. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform that bud-
get 2020 will make sufficient provision to ensure that the Taoiseach’s commitment to double 
funding for the arts by 2024 is met; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39498/19]

01/10/2019WRB02000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): This Govern-
ment is committed to supporting the culture sector and has provided significant capital sup-
port for the enhancement and protection of cultural spaces under Project Ireland 2040, the 
Government’s long-term strategy for investment in Ireland’s public infrastructure. Under this 
programme, the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht was allocated almost €1.2 
billion for capital expenditure over a ten-year period to 2027.

The Deputy will be aware that it is customary to make no comment on specific Budgetary 
allocations in advance of the Budget.  

01/10/2019WRB02050Departmental Budgets

01/10/2019WRB0210091. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the position with regard to supplementary estimates which may be necessary in several Depart-
ments for 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38317/19]

01/10/2019WRB02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Managing 
expenditure within allocations is a key responsibility of every Department and Minister. A num-
ber of measures are in place to ensure that our expenditure and budgetary targets are being 
achieved on an ongoing basis. The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform is in regular 
contact with all other Departments and Offices to ensure that expenditure is being managed 
within the overall fiscal parameters. There is regular reporting to Government on expenditure 
levels and expenditure profiles are published for each month. The drawdown of funds from the 
Exchequer is monitored throughout the year and reported on against profile on a monthly basis 
in the Fiscal Monitor.

As set out in the most recent Fiscal Monitor, total gross voted expenditure at end-August 
2019 was €42,015 million. This is €262 million, or 0.6% below profile. Gross voted current ex-
penditure of €38,653 million, is €132 million, or 0.3% below profile. Of the 17 Ministerial Vote 
groups, 14 are on or below profile on current expenditure for end-August. Gross voted capital 
expenditure of €3,362 million, is €130 million, or 3.7% below profile and up €683 million, or 
25.5% on the same period last year. The end-September Fiscal monitor will be published later 
this week.

Due to the scale of Government expenditure, over €66 billion in aggregate for 2019, and 
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the cash basis of Government accounting, the need for Supplementary Estimates can arise for 
a number of reasons. This includes in-year policy decisions, timing issues and overspends in 
particular areas.

Expenditure Report 2020, which will be published on Budget Day, will set out an initial as-
sessment of any necessary additional expenditure for 2019. In relation to policy decisions this 
would include the decision in relation to this year’s Social Welfare Christmas Bonus.  Looking 
at areas where expenditure pressures may arise, while the end-August position is encouraging, 
there is a particular challenge in the Health sector, where the year-on-year increase to the end of 
August illustrates the challenge and the need for staffing and savings measures to be proactively 
managed by the Department of Health. There are also potential pressures in the areas of Justice 
arising from pressures in relation to Asylum Seekers Accommodation.

In addition, the continued uncertainty in relation to the timing of the UK’s exit from the 
European Union has required that the impacted Departments and Offices incur expenditure to 
ensure that we are in a position to respond to the emerging position. To the extent that offsetting 
underspends are not available this would necessitate certain Supplementary Estimates.

The White Paper to be published this Friday will set out the aggregate forecast expenditure 
outturn for the year taking into account an assessment of potential Supplementary Estimate 
requirements.   

01/10/2019WRB02250Office of Public Works Expenditure

01/10/2019WRB0230092. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to increase the stipend given to keyholders of OPW sites nationwide; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39621/19]

01/10/2019WRB02400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The OPW provides keyholding and caretaker services at a number of National 
Monuments in the care of the State.  These arrangements enable them to maintain control over 
vulnerable sites while at the same time ensuring that a level of supervised public access is main-
tained for visitors.

The stipend paid to keyholders and caretakers varies with the level of duties undertaken but 
it is fair to reflect that the amounts paid are not large and represent a token payment to these 
individuals who generally provide these services more out of respect and love for the Monu-
ment in their care rather than as a wage reflecting a full-time commitment.  Notwithstanding 
this, the OPW has been conscious that the level of payment provided for these services is low 
and might be reviewed.

Understanding that the arrangements currently in place at sites around the country have 
been in force for many years and have been instituted at different times, the first step in the pro-
cess, which has already been undertaken, has been to standardise payments across the portfolio 
and address local anomalies that have arisen in certain cases.  The next stage in the process 
will be to perform a review of the size of the payments with a view to adopting a broad modest 
increase.   I must stress that what is envisaged is not likely to result in a large increase in the 
stipend and certainly will not equate to a full-time wage for any individual involved who gen-
erally provide the services on an occasional / part-time basis.  OPW intends to implement any 
changes to rates early in 2020 once the Estimates process has concluded and available resources 
for various commitments have been set out in its annual Business Plan. 
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01/10/2019WRB02450Project Ireland 2040 Implementation

01/10/2019WRB0250093. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if consid-
eration has been given to updating the format of the capital tracker to mark projects as delayed; 
the date in which construction is planned to commence; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39612/19]

01/10/2019WRB02600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Invest-
ment Projects and Programmes Tracker is currently being revised and updated. The Tracker 
provides a composite update on the progress of all major investments that make up Project 
Ireland 2040. It focuses mainly on projects with estimated costs greater than €20 million. The 
updated version of the tracker will be published in autumn 2019.

The updated tracker will contain information on the current status of projects and also col-
umns detailing expected project construction commencement and completion dates. It will con-
tain more granular information on delivery scheduling including milestones for key stages in 
the project lifecycle.  

The updated version of the tracker will also include dashboards and other information to 
aid interpretation of the data. As such the tracker will be a key tool in overseeing the progress 
of Project Ireland 2040, will aid industry by communicating opportunities for investment, and 
will provide an important communications channel for all citizens in relation to Project Ireland 
2040 investments taking place throughout the country. 

A further innovation in 2019 was the development of MyProjectIreland, a new citizen-
focussed  interactive map which allows the user to navigate public investment projects across 
the country and to find out what is happening in their local area in an accessible way. The My-
ProjectIreland map includes information on expected completion dates and status of projects.

01/10/2019WRB02650Public Sector Pay

01/10/2019WRB0270094. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the public 
sector pay bill in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019; the number of full-time 
civil and public servants employed; and the whole-time equivalent employed for each of the 
above years. [39449/19]

01/10/2019WRB02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The gross pay 
bill for the public sector for each of the years 2016 to 2018 is as follows:

2016 - €15.6 billion

2017 - €16.5 billion

2018 - €17.7 billion

The gross pay bill to end – August 2019 is €12.4 billion with an estimated cost for the whole 
of 2019 of €18.7 billion.

The number of whole time equivalent civil and public servants employed for each of the 
years 2016 to 2018 is as follows.

Civil Servants

Q4 2016 – 37,147
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Q4 2017 – 38,553

Q4 2018 – 39,992

Public Servants

Q4 2016 – 309,751

Q4 2017 – 320,758

Q4 2018 – 330,576

A year-by-year breakdown of both the public sector pay bill and the number of civil and 
public servants is available on the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform’s Databank, 
accessible on http://databank.per.gov.ie/.

01/10/2019WRB02850Public Spending Code

01/10/2019WRB0290095. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the re-
vised public spending code relating to the appraisal and management of public capital projects 
will be published; his plans to strengthen the existing guidelines and improve appraisal, cost 
estimation and management; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39448/19]

01/10/2019WRB03000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As part of the 
ongoing reform of Ireland’s public investment management systems, the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform is updating the Public Spending Code.  The purpose of this update 
is to strengthen the existing guidance to better align with the realities of project delivery and 
with a particular focus on improved appraisal, cost estimation and management.  The Office of 
Government Procurement is conducting a review of construction procurement which will align 
with the updated Public Spending Code.

The updated Public Spending Code includes the following reforms:

-   Strengthened and harmonised capital appraisal guidance;

-   Greater clarity on governance  and roles and responsibilities;  

-   New mechanisms to improve the accuracy of cost estimates;

-   Improved project life cycle to better reflect the realities of project delivery; and

-   Increased transparency through publication of business cases and evaluation reports.  

The revised central elements of the Public Spending Code relating to the appraisal and man-
agement of public capital projects will be published this Autumn. Further technical guidance 
building upon these central elements will follow later in 2019 and in 2020.  

01/10/2019WRB03050Land Development Agency

01/10/2019WRB0310096. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the acre-
age of State land managed by the OPW transferred to the Land Development Agency for the 
development of residential units; the number of units that have been delivered; the number of 
acres that will be transferred to the agency in the near future; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39611/19]
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01/10/2019WRB03200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Commissioners of Public Works are the title holders of the Central Mental 
Hospital site in Dundrum, which is expected to transfer to the Land Development Agency for 
residential development.  The site covers around 11.35 hectares and is currently leased to the 
HSE for use by the Central Mental Hospital.

In August 2019, the OPW facilitated the Land Development Agency in giving formal con-
sent to the Agency to prepare its planning application for the site to be developed for housing 
purposes.  

However, the transfer of the site is subject to the legislation underpinning the powers and 
functions of the Land Development Agency being put in place by my colleague, the Minister 
for Housing and Local Government.  In addition, the Land Development Agency is aware that 
any development on the site will depend on the relocation of the Central Mental Hospital to a 
new site in Portrane.   I understand that the HSE is working towards a target date of 2020 for 
the National Forensic Mental Health Service which will replace the Central Mental Hospital to 
become operational at Portrane.   The site at Dundrum will have to be vacated by the HSE and 
the Hospital before the Land Development Agency can begin substantial works. 

01/10/2019WRB03250Construction Contracts

01/10/2019WRB0330097. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the level of 
construction inflation that has been experienced by his Department in each of the years 2016 to 
2018 and to date in 2019 in respect of construction projects and other capital projects; the way 
in which he monitors construction inflation and the mechanisms he employs to establish this; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39450/19]

01/10/2019WRB03400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Due to the 
nature of its role, my Department had no State Infrastructure projects funded through its own 
Vote from 2016 to-date, so the issue of construction inflation on its projects does not arise.  The 
main purpose of capital projects and associated investment undertaken by my Department is to 
support greater effectiveness and efficiency across the Civil and Public Service through invest-
ing in ICT.

In the wider Government context, my role, as Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, 
is to oversee the effective implementation of the National Development Plan 2018-2027 and to 
maintain the national frameworks such as the Public Spending Code within which Departments 
operate to ensure appropriate accounting for, and value for money in, public expenditure.  

To support the efficient implementation of the National Development Plan and Departments 
as they work to secure value for money at project level, a suite of key reforms have been intro-
duced including: 

-   Establishment of a Construction Sector Group to ensure regular and open dialogue be-
tween Government and the construction sector;  

-   A Project Ireland 2040 Delivery Board of Secretaries General meets regularly to ensure 
effective leadership of the implementation process;  

-   The establishment of an Investment Projects and Programmes Office (IPPO) in my De-
partment to co-ordinate reporting on the plan and to drive reforms included strengthened busi-
ness case and project appraisal.  As part of its function in driving reforms to strengthen business 
cases, the IPPO provides a technical quality review of business cases for major projects.  Since 
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its establishment, the IPPO has reviewed many project appraisals across a range of sectors in-
cluding roads, rail, communications, energy, tourism and housing;  

-   The publication of a Capital Projects tracker to inform citizens about projects in their area 
and to give a greater overview to the construction sector. 

As part of the ongoing reform of Ireland’s public investment management systems, the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform is updating the Public Spending Code.  The 
purpose of this update is to strengthen the existing guidance to better align with the realities of 
project delivery and with a particular focus on improved appraisal, cost estimation and manage-
ment.  The Office of Government Procurement is conducting a review of construction procure-
ment which will align with the updated Public Spending Code. 

The updated Public Spending Code will include the following reforms: 

-   Strengthened and harmonised capital appraisal guidance;  

-   Greater clarity on governance and roles and responsibilities; 

-   New mechanisms to improve the accuracy of cost estimates;  

-   Improved project life cycle to better reflect the realities of project delivery; and  

-   Increased transparency through publication of business cases and evaluation reports.   

The revised central elements of the Public Spending Code relating to the appraisal and man-
agement of public capital projects will be published this Autumn.  Further technical guidance 
building upon these central elements will follow later in 2019 and in 2020.  In addition, my 
Department is developing a new governance and assurance process for major projects with an 
estimated cost of over €100 million.  

01/10/2019WRB03450Home Loan Scheme

01/10/2019WRB0350098. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
Rebuilding Ireland home loan will be extended in budget 2020; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39353/19]

01/10/2019WRB03600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Rebuild-
ing Ireland Home Loan launched on 1 February 2018. Prior to its launch, an initial tranche  of 
€200 million of long-term fixed rate finance was borrowed by the Housing Finance Agency to 
provide funds for the scheme to local authorities.  Due to a higher than anticipated demand for 
the scheme, the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government requested sanction 
for additional funding in June of this year and subsequently funding for the scheme has been 
increased from €200 million to €563 million for 2018 and 2019 combined. In line with the sanc-
tion issued by my Department, the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government is 
expected to undertake a performance review of the scheme post year-end. 

As the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan is funded through long-term fixed-rate finance from 
the Housing Finance Agency, any possible extension of funding would not necessarily arise in 
the context of the Budget which primarily deals with voted current expenditure.  The extension 
of the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan is a housing policy issue and a matter for the Department 
of Housing, Planning and Local Government in the first instance, hence any questions on such 
should be directed to my colleague the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government.
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01/10/2019WRB03650Public Sector Pay

01/10/2019WRB0370099. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
estimated cost of addressing pay equalisation in the public sector. [39354/19]

01/10/2019WRB03800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I refer the 
Deputy to my reply to PQ36684 of 06 September 2019.

Under the Public Service Stability Agreement (PSSA) 2018 – 2020, it was agreed to exam-
ine the remaining salary scale issues in respect of post January 2011 entry grades.  A report, 
laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas in March 2018, estimates the point in time cost of pay 
equalisation of new entrants to the public service and is available at the following link:

.<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-01_pq99-01-10-19_en.pdf”>Report to Oireachtas - New entrant salary scale is-
sues</a>].

The report estimated a cost of €199.8m for pay equalisation for 60,513 new entrants, an 
average cost of €3,300 per FTE.

Following this report, an agreement on new entrant salary scales was reached in September 
2018.

The main components of the agreement are:

- where two additional scale points were applied to pay scales under the Haddington Road 
Agreement, it was agreed that there will be two separate interventions in the pay scales as they 
apply to new entrant public servants recruited since January 2011.

- the two separate interventions will take place at point 4 and point 8 of the pay scales. The 
practical effect of this is that for new entrants the relevant points on the scale will be bypassed, 
thereby reducing the time spent on the scale for progression to the maximum point.

- this measure will apply from 1 March 2019 and will be applied to each new entrant as they 
reach the relevant scale points (point 4 and point 8) on their current increment date.

The cost of this measure during the remaining term of the PSSA is €75 million, with the full 
cost of the measure based on current data and public service numbers (2017) accruing over the 
period out to 2026. It is estimated that some 58% (35,750) of new entrants will benefit from this 
measure in year 1, rising to 78% (47,750) by year 2.

01/10/2019WRB03850Flood Relief Schemes Status

01/10/2019WRB03900100. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the status of the lower Lee flood relief scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39594/19]

01/10/2019WRB04000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I am advised by the Commissioners of Public Works that the detailed design 
of the Lower Lee (Cork city) flood relief scheme is being finalised and the relevant documenta-
tion, including the Environmental Impact Assessment Report, is being prepared in preparation 
for submission of the scheme to the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform for Ministerial 
Confirmation under the provisions of the Arterial Drainage Acts. 
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The proposed Scheme is the result of over thirteen years of careful consideration and study 
of the Lee Catchment and the nature of flooding affecting Cork. Benchmarked against best 
international practice, the proposed Scheme’s multifaceted approach takes account of the com-
plexity of flooding in Cork which is both tidal and fluvial (river).  

Flooding in 2009 and 2014 resulted in a reported €140 million of damage in Cork and 
caused severe stress to the residents and business owners in the city.

The proposed scheme will provide protection to over 900 homes and 1200 business proper-
ties in the City.  It will also facilitate significant public realm improvements in the city centre 
area, making it more attractive to live and work in and to visit. These improvements which 
include walkways and cycle ways will encourage a switch from cars to other more environmen-
tally friendly transport modalities and should act as a catalyst for investment and development 
in the city.

The Office of Public Works has recently published further details and images of the propos-
als and it is hoped that these will assuage some misunderstanding about the Scheme and also 
challenge significant misrepresentation of it as well. The various public consultation phases of 
the project have been very helpful in informing the design of the Scheme. While the Scheme 
cannot deviate from the comprehensive scientific and empirical analysis on which it is based, 
it has taken into account many of the suggestions made during the public consultation stages. 
As further details and images are completed they will be put into the public domain, which will 
allow the public to see the overall picture of the scheme.

01/10/2019WRB04050Brexit Expenditure

01/10/2019WRB04100101. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the an-
ticipated cost of borrowing funds for the Exchequer in order to fulfil expenditure requirements 
under a no-deal Brexit scenario; the effect this will have on the national debt; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39613/19]

01/10/2019WRB04200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Dedicated 
measures to get Ireland Brexit ready were announced in Budgets 2017, 2018 and 2019 to help 
ensure Ireland is in the best possible position to respond to the challenges that Brexit will bring.  
This work will continue in Budget 2020.  

Given heightened uncertainty around Brexit, two budgetary scenarios were set out in the 
Summer Economic Statement.  The first involved an orderly exit by the UK, while the second 
involved a disorderly Brexit.  The Government has now decided that Budget 2020 will be based 
on the assumption of a no-deal Brexit.  

In particular, it is envisaged that there will be a number of temporary, targeted supports for 
sectors of the economy hardest hit, while capital supports will be required, primarily in relation 
to infrastructure required at Dublin Port, Rosslare Europort and Dublin Airport.

Any extra borrowing that might arise would cause an increase in national debt.  The NTMA 
is continuing with its strategy of pre-funding to meet future redemptions.  It adopts a prudent 
approach to the Exchequer’s funding requirement which gives it confidence that it can meet 
the Exchequer’s funding needs, irrespective of the risks – such as a no-deal Brexit – that might 
emerge.

01/10/2019WRB04250Budget 2020
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01/10/2019WRB04300102. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
demographic analysis will be ready for budget day; if it will involve an ex-post review of de-
mographic costs in previous years; if the scope of the analysis will be expanded particularly in 
relation to health expenditure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39610/19]

01/10/2019WRB04400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Ministerial 
Gross Voted Current Expenditure Ceilings for the Departments of Health, Social Protection and 
Education include an estimation of demographic costs each year. These are primary areas of 
current expenditure that are particularly impacted by demographic pressures. For the last num-
ber of years, these demographic projections have been informed by the Irish Government Eco-
nomic and Evaluation Service (IGEES) paper ‘Budgetary Impacts of Changing Demographics 
2017 – 2027.’ The paper can be found on the IGEES website (https://igees.gov.ie/budgetary-
impact-of-changing-demographics-2017-to-2027/). 

This paper covers a number of areas of expenditure, including pensions, child benefit, edu-
cation provision and health schemes such as the Nursing Home Support Scheme and estimates 
pure demographic costs to be factored into Expenditure Ceilings. As part of the 2019 Spending 
Review process, an update of this paper is due to be published in October in the overall context 
of Budget 2020. This forthcoming paper will again look at the key areas of Health, Social Pro-
tection and Education and will examine demographic pressures in these areas over a ten year 
period.

01/10/2019WRC00200Undocumented Irish in the USA

01/10/2019WRC00300103. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Taoiseach if he discussed the undocumented 
Irish at his meetings in the United States of America; and if so, the response he received. 
[39952/19]

01/10/2019WRC00400The Taoiseach: During my recent visit to Los Angeles, I met with representatives of groups 
that support Irish immigrants on the West Coast of the US. The Government’s Emigrant Sup-
port Programme provides very significant levels of funding to support the work of such groups 
in the USA, including almost €4 million in 2017. While I did not meet on this occasion with 
representatives of the US administration or Congress, the Government continues to highlight 
the situation facing undocumented Irish citizens in the US at every available opportunity.

01/10/2019WRC00500Cabinet Committee Meetings

01/10/2019WRC00600104. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on 
Infrastructure last met; and when it is scheduled to meet again. [38870/19]

01/10/2019WRC00700The Taoiseach: The Cabinet Committee on Infrastructure works to ensure a coordinated 
approach on issues relating to infrastructure, Project Ireland 2040 and Rebuilding Ireland. The 
Cabinet Committee last met on 10 September 2019 and its next meeting is scheduled for 10 
October 2019.  

There is significant work underway across each of the areas covered by the Committee 
through Government Departments, agencies and a range of interdepartmental groups such as 
the Project Ireland 2040 Delivery Board. These matters are also regularly considered at meet-
ings of Government and in bilateral meetings with the relevant Ministers.
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01/10/2019WRC00702Seanad Reform

01/10/2019WRC00703105. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the work of the 
Seanad reform implementation group. [38871/19]

01/10/2019WRC00706The Taoiseach: The all-party Seanad Reform Implementation Group [SRIG] published a 
Report and draft Bill in December 2018. The Report was noted by Government at its meeting 
on 30th April 2019.  Government also noted that the Report includes four statements from vari-
ous groups outlining where their position was not in line with recommendations of the Report. 

The Government will reflect on the views of the Houses of the Oireachtas in considering the 
next steps to be taken, following statements in both Houses of the Oireachtas. 

Statements were held in the Seanad on 24th September 2019.

01/10/2019WRC00713Regeneration Projects

01/10/2019WRC00725106. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the role of his 
Department in the North East inner city initiative. [38872/19]

01/10/2019WRC00750The Taoiseach: The Mulvey Report - Dublin North East Inner City - Creating a Brighter 
Future - which was commissioned by Government was published in February 2017 and con-
tained recommendations for the social and economic regeneration of Dublin’s North East Inner 
City (NEIC).  

In June 2017, Michael Stone was appointed by Government as independent Chair of the 
NEIC Programme Implementation Board.  Members of the Board include representatives from 
relevant Government Departments and Agencies, business and the local community.

The Board is assisted in its work by five Sub Groups:

- Tackling Crime and Drugs;

- Education, Training & Employment;

- Creating an Integrated System of Social Services;

- Improving the Physical Landscape; and

- Addiction Treatment and Rehabilitation Services.

The Board (and its subgroups) continues to meet on a monthly basis to oversee and progress 
the implementation of the Mulvey Report. Officials from my Department work closely with the 
Board, the Sub Groups and the dedicated Programme Office based in Sean McDermott Street. 
The Chair of the Board reports to an Oversight Group of senior officials chaired by the Secre-
tary General of my Department. This Group meets regularly and the structure ensures strong 
and active participation by all relevant Government Departments and Agencies and deals with 
any barriers or issues highlighted by the Board.

The Government is committed to supporting and investing in the North East Inner City 
community, and ensuring that Michael Stone and the Board have the necessary resources to 
achieve their targets and fulfil their ambition. To this end, the Government has made available 
€6.5 million in funding for the Initiative in 2019.

Some highlights of what the Board has delivered to date in 2019 are as follows:
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- Increased Garda presence in the area with the Garda Community Support van supporting 
a focus  on community policing; 

- Project focused on Drug-related Intimidation commenced in the area;

- Establishment in the NEIC of Ireland’s first Social Inclusion Hub supported;

- Homeless Case Management Team funded;

- Residential Stabilisation Programme funded; 

- Funding provided to local Career LEAP supporting young job seekers into work place-
ments and employment; 

- Equipment provided to the three local Secondary schools participating in the innovative 
P-TECH initiative; 

- Research project undertaken to identify how social enterprise can be supported and en-
couraged in the NEIC;

- Funding provided to the local Early Learning Initiative;

- Programme to secure quality work experience placements for students from the six Sec-
ondary schools in the NEIC launched; 

- Fast Track Counselling for young people funded;

- Men’s Health and Wellbeing Programme supported;

- Green Ribbon project rolling out environmental clean-up and litter prevention in partner-
ship with local residents;

- A comprehensive programme of NEIC local community events and arts projects;

- A comprehensive programme of sport and wellbeing activities;

- Progress continued on the two main public capital projects in the area - Fitzgibbon Street 
Garda Station and Rutland Street Community Hub.

In 2019, €1 million of the €6.5 million NEIC budget was allocated to the Social Employ-
ment Fund through which 55 posts have been filled in community projects providing childcare, 
youth services, elder care and environmental services. This responsive and innovative initiative 
has been widely welcomed within the community. 

The Programme Implementation Board intends to continue implementing the remaining 
actions set out in the Mulvey Report, as well as to adopt a greater focus on long-term sustain-
able outcomes, which operate in an integrated framework and add value to the existing service 
infrastructure.  

The Government remains committed to supporting and investing in the North East Inner 
City community, and ensuring that Michael Stone and the Board have the necessary resources 
to help make the area a better place to work and live.

01/10/2019WRC00800Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

01/10/2019WRC00900107. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his UN speech on 
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climate change. [39634/19]

01/10/2019WRC01000The Taoiseach: I attended the UN Climate Action Summit in New York last Monday, 
23 September. I was accompanied by Minister Bruton and Ireland’s Youth Delegate, Alicia 
O’Sullivan.

The Summit was organised by UN Secretary-General Guterres to encourage Member States 
to rapidly boost ambition in order to meet the targets set under the Paris Agreement.

In my statement to the Summit I outlined Ireland’s actions to date including banning frack-
ing, establishing a climate action fund and divesting the Strategic Investment Fund from fossil 
fuels. I set out our ambitions under our new Climate Action Plan, highlighting in particular the 
cross-party agreement to increase carbon tax to €80 per tonne by 2030. I announced that from 
next year we will ring-fence this revenue to fund new climate action and just transition. I also 
set out Ireland’s intention to bring exploration for oil to an end on foot of advice from the Cli-
mate Change Advisory Council.

01/10/2019WRC01100Cabinet Committee Meetings

01/10/2019WRC01200108. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the Cabinet committee meetings he held 
in September 2019. [39635/19]

01/10/2019WRC01300114. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the number of Cabinet committee meet-
ings he has held since the 2019 summer recess. [38508/19]

01/10/2019WRC01400The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 108 and 114 together.

In July I chaired a meeting of Cabinet Committee B, dealing with Social Policy and Public 
Services.

On 25 July, the Government decided to reorganise the Cabinet Committee structures and 
established the following Committees: 

- Economy

- Social Policy and Public Services

- Infrastructure

- Brexit, Foreign and European Affairs

- Environment

-   Security.

In September, I chaired meetings of the Committees on Economy; Social Policy and Public 
Services; Infrastructure; Brexit, Foreign and European Affairs; and Environment.

01/10/2019WRC01500Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

01/10/2019WRC01600109. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent visit to New 
York for the UN Climate Action Summit 2019. [38849/19]

01/10/2019WRC01700The Taoiseach: I attended the UN Climate Action Summit in New York last Monday, 
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23 September. I was accompanied by Minister Bruton and Ireland’s Youth Delegate, Alicia 
O’Sullivan.

The Summit was organised by UN Secretary-General Guterres to encourage Member States 
to rapidly boost ambition in order to meet the targets set under the Paris Agreement.

In my statement to the Summit I outlined Ireland’s actions to date including banning frack-
ing, establishing a climate action fund and divesting the Strategic Investment Fund from fossil 
fuels. I set out our ambitions under our new Climate Action Plan, highlighting in particular the 
cross-party agreement to increase carbon tax to €80 per tonne by 2030. I announced that from 
next year we will ring-fence this revenue to fund new climate action and just transition. I also 
set out Ireland’s intention to bring exploration for oil to an end on foot of advice from the Cli-
mate Change Advisory Council.

01/10/2019WRC01800Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

01/10/2019WRC01900110. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his visit to Hol-
lywood; and the meetings he held. [39951/19]

01/10/2019WRC02000The Taoiseach: I visited Los Angeles from 25-27 September to formally open the new 
Consulate General of Ireland and to attend a number of engagements focussed on developing 
economic ties with the West Coast of the US, especially in the tourism, creative and tech sec-
tors.

I attended a Tourism Ireland roundtable discussion focused on attracting US tourists to the 
Irish market and also a dinner event hosted by Screen Ireland and Enterprise Ireland to promote 
Ireland as a location for the creative screen industries.

I formally opened the new Consulate of Ireland in Los Angeles, in the presence of Mayor 
Garcetti. I also had a meeting with California’s Lieutenant Governor, Eleni Kounalakis. My 
programme finished with a community reception at the Loyola Marymount University, cel-
ebrating the Irish community on the West Coast of the United States where I met representatives 
from the diverse community of Irish and Irish-Americans in California.

I met with senior executives from leading US companies in the creative and tech industries, 
including Disney, Fox Searchlight Pictures, Hulu Netflix, Skydance Media, SpaceX and War-
ner Bros. I also met representatives of a number of Irish-based companies who travelled to the 
US for the trade mission, including Ardmore Studios, Element Pictures, Troy Studios and Wild 
Atlantic Pictures.

01/10/2019WRC02100Citizens Assembly

01/10/2019WRC02200111. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach when he plans to convene the Citi-
zens’ Assembly on gender equality. [39346/19]

01/10/2019WRC02300The Taoiseach: At its meeting of 11th June 2019, the Government agreed to the establish-
ment of a Citizens’ Assembly to advance gender equality.  The establishment of the Citizens’ 
Assembly on gender equality was approved by Dáil Éireann on 9 July and Seanad Éireann on 
11 July. 

The Citizens’ Assemblies Act 2019 providing for the use of the register of electors to select 
members for both citizens’ assemblies was subsequently enacted and signed into law by the 
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President on 25 July. 

The Citizens’ Assembly secretariat is now up and running. A Secretary has been appointed 
and staff assigned.  Ms. Catherine Day, former Secretary General of the European Commission, 
will serve as Chair of the Assembly.  

Administrative preparations are underway with a view to convening a first meeting as soon 
as possible.  

01/10/2019WRC02400Departmental Correspondence

01/10/2019WRC02500112. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Taoiseach the correspondence from him or his Depart-
ment or his advisers with a person (details supplied) or their offices and-or their employees in 
each of the years 2017 to 22 September 2019. [39543/19]

01/10/2019WRC02600The Taoiseach: Correspondence with the European Commissioner for Agriculture and Ru-
ral Development during the period in question is primarily a matter for my colleague the Min-
ister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

For the information of the Deputy I wrote to Commissioner Hogan in June 2017 thanking 
him for his good wishes on my election as Taoiseach, and in October 2017 concerning the Irish 
and EU bio-economy strategies. My predecessor as Taoiseach Enda Kenny wrote to the Com-
missioner in March 2017 concerning Brexit.

01/10/2019WRC02700Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

01/10/2019WRC02800113. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his meeting with 
Mrs. Arlene Foster, the leader of the DUP and the issues that were discussed. [38507/19]

01/10/2019WRC02900The Taoiseach: I met Mrs. Arlene Foster, leader of the DUP in Government Buildings on 
the evening of 18 September. 

We discussed Brexit developments at that time and also discussed the political situation in 
Northern Ireland and ongoing efforts to restore the power-sharing institutions. I emphasised the 
Government’s full commitment to all aspects of the Good Friday Agreement,  and our continu-
ing determination to secure the effective operation of all of its institutions. 

We agreed to stay in touch.

Question No. 114 answered with Question No. 108.

01/10/2019WRC03100Cabinet Committee Meetings

01/10/2019WRC03200115. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he will report on Cabinet Committee 
B, Social Policy and Public Services. [38509/19]

01/10/2019WRC03300The Taoiseach: Following a Government decision in July, the Cabinet Committee struc-
tures were reorganised. 

The Cabinet Committee on Social Policy and Public Services covers issues relating to So-
cial Policy and Public Services including health and Sláintecare. The Committee last met on 10    
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September, 2019 and will meet again before the year end. 

The Committee ensures a co-ordinated approach to the delivery of commitments in the Pro-
gramme for Partnership Government, and provides the opportunity to shape proposals on issues 
such as health and Sláintecare; education; children; equality; social inclusion; Irish language, 
arts and culture; and continued improvements and reform of public services. 

01/10/2019WRC03400Capital Expenditure Programme

01/10/2019WRC03500116. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Taoiseach the final agreed tender price, the date 
of the tender for the contract and the final overall amount paid and the date of the final payment 
in respect of each capital expenditure project completed since 1 January 2014 by his Depart-
ment or an agency under the remit of his Department and which ended up costing €10 million or 
more, in tabular form; the reason the final amount paid exceeded the final tender price; and the 
details available in respect of projects in which construction is not complete to date or in which 
the final settlement account has not been agreed to date. [39931/19]

01/10/2019WRC03600The Taoiseach: There has been no capital expenditure by my Department or any agency 
under the remit of my Department since 1 January 2014. 

01/10/2019WRC03700Defence Forces Reserve

01/10/2019WRC03800117. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 20 of 6 September 2019, the status of information being compiled; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39296/19]

01/10/2019WRC03900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): With regard to 
Parliamentary Question No. 20 of 6 September 2019, I undertook to reply with the information 
requested relating to plans to amend Defence Forces regulation R5, particularly regarding terms 
applying to the promotion of Reserve Defence Forces (RDF) officers commissioned after 2005. 

My Department has been actively involved with the Military Authorities in the process of 
reviewing DFR R5. I am advised that paragraph 31 (2) (3) and (4) of DFR R5, relates to eligibil-
ity for promotion from Lieutenant (Army Reserve) or Naval Service Reserve equivalent based 
on length of service and having been commissioned prior to 1st October 2005. 

Officers commissioned after that date are not prohibited from promotion. The terms of Para-
graph 31 (1) of DFR R5, subject to a vacancy existing in Establishments, allows for the Min-
ister to 

(a)    promote any officer to a higher substantive rank, or 

(b)    promote any officer holding a substantive rank or an acting rank to a higher acting rank. 

There are no major changes planned for Paragraph 31 in the revision of DFR R5, other than 
to include criteria for the promotion of any officer in the RDF.

Completion of amendments to DFR R5 (Structure of RDF) and DFR S7 (Establishment 
of RDFRA) are interlinked. These Regulations encompass a broad range of matters from Fi-
nance, Human Resources, promotions and training to effectiveness criteria. Amendments are 
complex and time consuming and have required extensive consultation. Many issues have been 
addressed and a number require finalisation. Work is on going in this regard.
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01/10/2019WRC04000Defence Forces Recruitment

01/10/2019WRC04100118. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 125 of 26 March 2019, the remit of the working group; the 
membership of the group; the number of times the working group has met in each quarter since 
its establishment; when the group will report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39335/19]

01/10/2019WRC04200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Working 
Group on Direct Entry was established to consider issues and make recommendations relat-
ing to Direct Entry as a method of recruitment for specialist posts at enlisted and officer ranks. 
The membership is composed of a mix of military and civil personnel drawn from appropriate 
branches overseeing recruitment and workforce planning policy. 

The Working Group has met twice since its inception and is in the process of establishing 
and examining the current entry requirements, aptitudes and training overheads in a number of 
specialist posts to facilitate the identification of appropriate comparators in the commercial sec-
tor. Reports will be made once consideration of individual specialties is complete.

More recently I have established a Review Group to review recruitment methods in the 
Defence Forces which will now also incorporate the relevant recommendations of the Public 
Service Pay Commission report. One of the terms of reference of this Group is to specifically 
look at the wider use of open recruitment for the majority of specialised roles in the Defence 
Forces. The work of this Review Group will inform and complement the work of the Working 
Group on Direct Entry.

01/10/2019WRC04300Defence Forces Operations

01/10/2019WRC04400119. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the prog-
ress made on the gap analysis of skills sets in the Permanent Defence Forceto identify potential 
roles for members of the Defence Forces Reserve with specialist skills; the efforts he has made 
to date in 2019 to progress the initiative; when the gap analysis will report its findings; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39338/19]

01/10/2019WRC04500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Preliminary work 
has been undertaken on a Gap Analysis of skill sets within the PDF, to identify the frequency of 
gaps and appropriate measures to address them. The scope of the project is under consideration.

A project to identify individuals in the First Line Reserve, Army Reserve and Naval Service 
Reserve with relevant professional qualifications and their potential availability, was paused 
pending progress on the wider Gap Analysis project referred to above.

The work undertaken on these projects will also now inform and complement relevant proj-
ects of Phase One of the High Level Implementation Plan for the recommendations of the 
Public Service Pay Commission’s report on recruitment and retention issues in the Permanent 
Defence Force.

01/10/2019WRC04600Military Aircraft

01/10/2019WRC04700120. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the posi-
tion regarding the replacement of aircraft (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter. [39570/19]

01/10/2019WRC04800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My priority as 
Minister with Responsibility for Defence is to ensure that the operational capability of the De-
fence Forces is maintained to the greatest extent possible so as to enable the Defence Forces to 
carry out their roles as assigned by Government.

The White Paper on Defence provides for the replacement of the two CASA 235 Maritime 
Patrol Aircraft with consideration of their replacement with larger more capable aircraft, which 
would enhance maritime surveillance and provide a greater degree of utility for transport and 
cargo carrying tasks. 

A public tender competition for the replacement of the CASA Maritime Patrol Aircraft has 
recently been completed, and a preferred bidder has been identified.  The tender competition has 
been carried out as a two stage restricted procedure  in accordance with EU Directive 2009/81/
EC, which is a specific Directive relating to the award of contracts in the field of defence and se-
curity. A Request for Proposals (Stage 1) was published on the Official Journal of the European 
Union (OJEU) in May 2018, and a Request for Tenders (Stage 2) issued in November 2018, 
followed by a detailed and comprehensive evaluation of tenders.

It would not be appropriate for me to comment further at this stage as the procurement pro-
cess has not yet been completed and the terms of the contract are being negotiated. 

In accordance with the National Development Plan, the capital allocation for Defence has 
been increased to €106 million for 2019, an increase of €29 million. The NDP provides for 
a total of €541 million over the period 2018 to 2022. This level of capital funding will allow 
the Defence Organisation to undertake a programme of sustained equipment replacement and 
infrastructural development across the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service as identified and pri-
oritised in the Defence White Paper and builds on the significant investment programme over 
recent years. The replacement of the Air Corps  CASA 235 Maritime Patrol Aircraft is among 
the projects included for funding. 

01/10/2019WRC04900Capital Expenditure Programme

01/10/2019WRC05000121. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the final 
agreed tender price, the date of the tender for the contract and the final overall amount paid and 
the date of the final payment in respect of each capital expenditure project completed since 1 
January 2014 by his Department or an agency under the remit of his Department and which 
ended up costing €10 million or more in tabular form; the reason the final amount paid exceed-
ed the final tender price; the details available in respect of projects in which construction is not 
complete to date or in which the final settlement account has not been agreed to date; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39921/19]

01/10/2019WRC05100Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The level of capi-
tal funding allocated to my Department allows the Defence Organisation to undertake a pro-
gramme of sustained equipment replacement and infrastructure development across the Army, 
Air Corps and Naval Service. It also demonstrates the Government’s commitment to ensuring 
that the Defence Forces have the capabilities necessary to deliver on all their assigned roles, 
both at home and overseas. 

Table 1 outlines capital projects in excess of €10 million that have been completed by my 
Department since 1 January 2014.
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Table 1: Capital Projects in excess of €10 million completed since 1 January 2014 

Capital Project De-
scription

Final agreed Tender 
price (VAT   incl.) & 
date of Tender

Final overall amount 
paid (VAT   incl.) & 
date of final payment

Comment

Naval Service Vessel 
Replacement Project

€266.1m(7 October 
2010)

€270.1m(19 Decem-
ber 2018)

Agreed revision to 
Project to include 
provision   of spares, 
training, manuals, 
publications and 
additional agreed 
works, including 
works to bring all 
vessels in line with 
revised Ship Classifi-
cation requirements. 
It also includes the 
cost of fuels and 
lubricants on board 
the vessels at han-
dover

Naval Service New 
Vessel Armament 
Project

€16.5m(30 Septem-
ber 2011)

€17.5m(24 June 
2019)

Agreed revision to 
Project to include 
training costs, manu-
als and spare parts.

Table 2 outlines capital projects in excess of €10 million currently being undertaken by my 
Department that have not yet completed or finalised.

Capital Project Description Final agreed Tender price 
(VAT   incl.)  

Anticipated Completion 
Date

Armoured Personnel Car-
rier Midlife Maintenance & 
Upgrade Programme

€67.7m 2022

Air Corps Fixed Wing Util-
ity Aircraft Project

€39.6m 2020

Virtual Desktop Architecture 
IT Project

€12.8m 2021

Under the National Development Plan and in line with the White Paper on Defence, a num-
ber of lower value capital projects are also being progressed. In addition, planning continues on 
further equipment renewal and replacement programmes including force protection, transport, 
communications and information technology, weapons and ammunition systems as well as on-
going investment in modernisation and renewal of barrack infrastructure.

01/10/2019WRC05200Brexit Negotiations

01/10/2019WRC05300122. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on media reports (details supplied) regarding informal discussions in relation to re-
placing the backstop; if he or persons on his behalf held informal discussions with Mr. Juncker 
or Mr. Barnier; and when he expects a written proposal from the UK Prime Minister, Mr. Boris 
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Johnson regarding his proposals. [38504/19]

01/10/2019WRC05400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
officials and I remain in close contact with the European Commission and Taskforce members 
on Brexit matters.  Last Friday, I met with Michel Barnier to take stock of developments. He 
reiterated the EUs strong commitment to ensuring a fully operational solution in the With-
drawal Agreement that avoids a hard border on the island of Ireland and protects the all-island 
economy and the integrity of the Single Market. 

Ireland, and our EU partners, stand by the Withdrawal Agreement, which remains the best 
way to ensure an orderly UK withdrawal. However, we also remain open to examining any 
workable and legally operative proposals that provide the same operational and legal protec-
tions as the backstop. 

As part of their ongoing discussions with the Taskforce, the UK has provided four technical 
non-papers, as concepts for alternative arrangements to the backstop. These cover elements of 
an all-island SPS zone, as well as customs, and manufactured goods.  These non-papers do not 
constitute formal proposals from the UK, and do not amount to legally operational solutions.  

As the Taoiseach stated after his recent meeting with Prime Minister Johnson in New York, 
there remains a significant gap between what the UK is putting forward, and what Ireland and 
the EU can accept. Neither Ireland nor the EU can move away from an agreed negotiated posi-
tion to an unknown and untested solution. It is the UK’s responsibility to come forward with 
legally operational solutions that are compatible with the Withdrawal Agreement.

01/10/2019WRC05500Brexit Negotiations

01/10/2019WRC05600123. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has spoken to other EU leaders regarding Northern Ireland being a special economic zone 
within both the UK and the EU in view of reports (details supplied) in the media which covered 
the upcoming meeting between the British Prime Minister, Mr. Boris Johnson and Chancellor 
Angela Merkel. [38506/19]

01/10/2019WRC05700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ire-
land, and our EU partners, stand by the Withdrawal Agreement.  Equally, we are committed to 
finding a way forward, and, as we have repeatedly said, are open to hearing any credible, fully 
worked-out proposals from the UK. These should be raised with the European Commission. 
Negotiations on the UK’s withdrawal from the EU are a matter for the European Commission 
Task Force, led by chief negotiator Michel Barnier, and the UK Government. 

 As both Michel Barnier and I have stated on numerous occasions it is up to the UK to pro-
vide proposals, which should be credible, concrete and legally operable and capable of achiev-
ing the same outcome as the backstop. This means that any solutions must avoid a hard border, 
fully protect the Good Friday Agreement and North-South cooperation, and preserve the all-
island economy, as well the integrity of the EU Single Market and Ireland’s place in it. 

 I met with Michel Barnier on 27 September and we had a chance to exchange views on 
our recent engagements with our British counterparts and to take stock together of where we 
are.  While contacts between the UK and Commission Taskforce are continuing, the Commis-
sion have made clear that the ideas and concepts presented by the UK are technical non-papers 
rather than detailed, credible proposals and would not be legally operable, nor deliver the same 
outcomes as the backstop.  The issue of a special economic zone was not discussed during the 
meeting and has not been raised by the UK during its ongoing discussions with the Task Force.
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 It is important to acknowledge that Protocol on Ireland and Northern Ireland as set out in 
the Withdrawal Agreement does put in place a specific arrangement for Northern Ireland which 
responds to the unique circumstances on the island of Ireland. The backstop provides alignment 
with those rules of the Single Market and Customs Union necessary to avoid a hard border, thus 
protecting the Good Friday Agreement, and to protect the Single Market. These arrangements 
enable Northern Ireland businesses to trade freely with both the rest of the UK and with the EU. 

 A no deal outcome will never be the choice of Ireland, or the EU, but we cannot move away 
from an agreed negotiated position to an unknown and untested solution. Responsibility for 
avoiding a no deal outcome lies with the UK. 

01/10/2019WRC05800UN Conferences

01/10/2019WRC05900124. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his plans to attend the upcoming conference in Geneva in relation to the UN treaty on business 
and human rights; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39481/19]

01/10/2019WRC06000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
Department is currently consulting with EU partners regarding participation in the upcoming, 
fifth,  session of the Intergovernmental Working Group on transnational corporations and other 
business enterprises which will take place in Geneva from 14 to 18 October. At that meeting it 
is expected that the main focus of attention will be consideration of the text of a draft legally 
binding instrument to regulate the activities of transnational corporations and other business 
enterprises which has been circulated by Ecuador, the chair of the Working Group . 

Representation at working group meetings of this nature is generally at official level and 
thus Ministerial level participation is not contemplated.

01/10/2019WRD00200Human Rights

01/10/2019WRD00300125. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of the national plan on business and human rights; the progress made to date; the 
number of times the implementation group met since it was convened; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39483/19]

01/10/2019WRD00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
National Plan on Business and Human Rights was launched in November 2017 on foot of the 
Government’s commitment to give effect to the United Nations Guiding Principles on Busi-
ness and Human Rights.  The principal objective of the Plan is to promote responsible business 
practice at home and overseas by all Irish business enterprises.  Ireland is now one of only 22 
countries worldwide that have adopted national action plans on Business and Human Rights.

A key action identified was the establishment of the Business and Human Rights Implemen-
tation Group to monitor delivery of the National Plan.   The Implementation Group, established 
in December 2018, is mandated to meet at least twice per year. I was pleased to be able to par-
ticipate in the inaugural meeting of the Group on 16 January 2019.  The Group is chaired by Ms 
Breege O’Donoghue and brings together representatives of 23 organisations, from Government 
Departments and State Agencies, the business sector and civil society.  The Implementation 
Group went on to hold its first working meeting on 3 April 2019 and is scheduled to meet again 
in October. 
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A second commitment of the National Plan was a comprehensive baseline assessment of 
the legislative and regulatory framework for business and human rights in Ireland. My Depart-
ment commissioned independent consultants to carry out this research in 2018, the final report 
of which is available on the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade’s website. At its meeting 
in April the Implementation Group considered the findings of the baseline assessment and the 
establishment of three sub-groups, each tasked with prioritising and delivering key actions un-
der the three pillars of the UN Guiding Principles, namely, the state duty to protect, corporate 
responsibility to respect and access to remedy. 

01/10/2019WRD00500Passport Applications Administration

01/10/2019WRD00600126. Deputy John Brady asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his Department sought and received legal advice before removing the requirement of the public 
services card by the Passport Office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39837/19]

01/10/2019WRD00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My De-
partment has engaged with the Office of the Attorney General in relation to the Public Service 
Card (PSC) on a number of occasions, including in the context of the Data Protection Commis-
sion’s report on the PSC. As the Deputy will be aware, such legal advice is confidential. I am 
satisfied that the requirements of my Department in relation to proof of identity have at all times 
been in accordance with the requirements of data protection legislation

Upholding the integrity of the Irish passport is a key commitment of the Passport Service. 
The Passport Service believes that the presentation of the PSC is an important means of identity 
verification for applicants, particularly adult applicants making first time applications.  

The Passport Service will continue to accept a copy of an applicant’s PSC as valid identifi-
cation for first time adult applications and other applicable categories of application.

In circumstances where the applicant does not present their PSC, an application can proceed 
if an applicant either presents original Government-issued photographic identification, such as 
a driver’s licence or a passport from another country, or attends for interview in person at the 
Passport Offices in Cork or Dublin.

01/10/2019WRD00800Capital Expenditure Programme

01/10/2019WRD00900127. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the final agreed tender price, the date of the tender for the contract and the final overall 
amount actually paid and the date of the final payment in respect of each capital expenditure 
project completed since 1 January 2014 by his Department or an agency under the remit of his 
Department and which ended up costing €10 million or more in tabular form; the reason the 
final amount paid exceeded the final tender price; the details available in respect of projects in 
which construction is not complete to date or in which the final settlement account has not been 
agreed to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39925/19]

01/10/2019WRD01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): No 
contracts or tenders for capital construction projects over €10 million have been awarded or 
completed by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade since 2014.  There are no agencies 
under the aegis of the Department.
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01/10/2019WRD01100Tax Credits

01/10/2019WRD01200128. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance the reason only 1% of SMEs 
avail of research and development tax credit; his views on whether this signals the scheme is 
cumbersome and not user friendly; and his plans to amend the scheme in order to assist SMEs 
avail of same. [39563/19]

01/10/2019WRD01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The research and development (R&D) 
tax credit provides a 25% tax credit for all qualifying R&D expenditure. To make a claim for the 
research and development (R&D) tax credit a company enters the amount spent on qualifying 
research and development (which covers the entire spectrum from pure research to experimen-
tal development) in their self-assessed tax return.

Revenue have taken a number of steps have in recent years to assist companies with making 
claims for the R&D tax credit.

In 2019, Revenue published updated guidance on the operation of the R&D tax credit and 
the expected level of records to support a research and development tax credit claim, for all 
companies, which is designed to assist in providing clarity for companies as to Revenue’s view 
on certain aspects of their claim before submitting a claim.  Following on from the publication 
of that guidance Revenue have presented at conferences around the country (such as IRDG 
conferences which are attended by companies, advisors and educators) building awareness of 
the R&D tax credit and the common issues that arise.

In February 2017, Revenue issued guidance aimed specifically at micro and small compa-
nies, to reduce the administrative burden on SMEs while also ensuring that the credit is granted 
to bona fide R&D activity. The aim of this guidance was to give these smaller companies greater 
clarity on how they could demonstrate to Revenue that their R&D tax credit claim satisfied the 
“science test”. Where a company spends €200,000 or less on activities which Enterprise Ireland 
or other such bodies have looked at and confirmed as R&D, then in most cases Revenue will 
accept that those activities pass the science test.

Revenue’s statistical information in respect of the Research & Development (R&D) credit, 
for all years up to 2017, is available at the following link https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/
information-about-revenue/statistics/tax-expenditures/index.aspx 

It may be of interest to the Deputy that out of a total of 1,505 claimant companies, 88% of 
the number of claims in 2017 (1,325 claims out of 1,505) were made by companies dealt with 
outside Revenue’s Large Cases Division, which can be used as a proxy for SMEs.

In general, any amendments to tax measures are considered as part of the annual Budgetary 
and Finance Bill process. As is normal, the Deputy will appreciate that I cannot comment on 
any possible changes in advance of the 2020 Budget.

01/10/2019WRD01400Tax Reliefs Costs

01/10/2019WRD01500129. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding the capital gains tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39806/19]

01/10/2019WRD01600141. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance the estimated first and full-year 
cost of a proposal by an organisation (details supplied). [39653/19]
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01/10/2019WRD01700152. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Finance if an analysis has been carried 
out regarding the impact of the differential between entrepreneurial relief here and the UK; the 
estimated cost to bring Ireland in line with the UK level; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39958/19]

01/10/2019WRD01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 129, 
141 and 152 together.

I assume the Deputies’ questions refer to the revised Entrepreneur Relief provided for in 
Section 597AA of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997. 

In general, consideration of any changes to the tax system in advance of Budget 2020 are 
undertaken within the annual Budgetary and Finance Bill process. The Deputies will therefore 
appreciate that I cannot therefore comment on any possible changes at this time.  

Regarding Question No. 141, I am advised by Revenue that information is not available 
in tax returns in respect of holding periods of shares or of the dividends received by those in 
receipt of the Entrepreneur Relief. Therefore, it is not possible to accurately estimate the cost 
of the proposals.  

Regarding question 39806/19, I am advised by Revenue that capital gains tax (CGT) en-
trepreneur relief applies to an individual who disposes of qualifying assets which have been 
owned by that individual for a continuous period of at least 3 years in the 5-year period imme-
diately prior to the disposal of the assets. The rate of CGT on such disposals is 10%. 

To qualify for CGT entrepreneur relief, the qualifying assets must have been used for the 
purposes of a qualifying business carried on by the individual disposing of the assets. Land 
which has been leased by an individual to a long-term tenant would not, therefore, qualify for 
the relief as it will not have been used for the purposes of a business carried on by the individual 
concerned.

Regarding Question No. 152, it is assumed that the Deputy is referring to the higher lifetime 
CGT limit in the UK which applies to their Entrepreneur Relief scheme. I am advised by the 
Revenue Commissioners that latest estimates suggest that the cost of increasing the lifetime 
limit to €10 million, in the absence of any behavioural changes would have a full year cost of 
€81 million.

The Department of Finance produces a TSG paper annually on Capital Taxes. This 
year’s Capital Taxes TSG paper, which can be found at https://assets.gov.ie/19127/bf-
33c368730e4dc58cc7c7930c9b8487.pdf provides useful information which may be of interest 
to the Deputies.

01/10/2019WRD01900Tax Code

01/10/2019WRD02000130. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding general practitioner infrastructure; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39811/19]

01/10/2019WRD02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department has in place published 
guidelines for the evaluation of potential tax expenditures in October 2014 (http://budget.gov.
ie/Budgets/2015/Documents/Tax_Expenditures_Oct14.pdf).  Drawing on economic evidence, 
these make clear that it is important that any policy proposal which involves tax expenditures 
should only occur in limited circumstances where there are demonstrable market failures and 
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where a tax-based incentive is more efficient than a direct expenditure intervention.   

An examination from a tax policy perspective of the issues mentioned by the Deputy in cur-
rent circumstances has yet to be carried out by my Department.

01/10/2019WRD02200Departmental Policy Functions

01/10/2019WRD02300131. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which the 
fundamentals in regard to debt borrowing and prudent economics remain an essential part the 
policy of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39964/19]

01/10/2019WRD02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The public finances continue to im-
prove with a general government surplus recorded last year for the first time since 2007. At the 
same time, the strong economic performance in recent years has also seen the debt-to-income 
ratio fall significantly. Balancing the books is a meaningful signal of an economy moving into 
a more mature, sustainable phase.

That said, despite the very significant progress that has been made by this Government, at 
104 per cent of GNI*, debt levels remain high by both historical and international standards. 
Indeed, on a per capita basis, public indebtedness stood at €42,500 per person last year, amongst 
the highest in the OECD. Similarly, servicing of debt represents a significant operating cost for 
the State, with last year’s annual payment close to the entire capital budget for 2018. These fig-
ures illustrate why fiscal sustainability remains a key priority for this Government, especially in 
view of the highly uncertain international environment, including the impact of Brexit, and less 
favourable demographics in the coming decades as the population ages.  

In light of these risks, a responsible approach to managing the public finances is required. 
To that end, my Department recently published the Annual Report on Public Debt in Ireland 
2019. This report provided in-depth analysis of current and future debt dynamics. The evidence 
provided in this report clearly illustrates the importance of continuing to reduce the public debt 
burden, while at the same time undertaking investment and structural reforms that boost do-
mestic employment and income levels, as these can impact favourably on the burden of debt.

01/10/2019WRD02500Commission on Taxation Report

01/10/2019WRD02600132. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the cost of establishing 
and running the last Commission on Taxation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39333/19]

01/10/2019WRD02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Commission on Taxation was es-
tablished by the then Minister for Finance on 14 February 2008. The terms of reference of the 
Commission were quite broad. It was asked in the context of maintaining an equitable incidence 
of taxation and a strong economy, to consider the structure of the taxation system and specifi-
cally to:

- Consider how best the tax system can support economic activity and promote increased 
employment and prosperity while providing the resources necessary to meet the cost of public 
services and other Government outlays in the medium and longer term

- Consider how best the tax system can encourage long term savings to meet the needs of 
retirement
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- Examine the balance achieved between taxes collected on income, capital and spending

- Review all tax expenditures with a view to assessing the economic and social benefits they 
deliver and to recommend the discontinuation of those that are unjustifiable on cost/benefit 
grounds

- Consider options for the future financing of local government, and

- Investigate fiscal measures to protect and enhance the environment including the introduc-
tion of a carbon tax.

The Commission concluded its work with the publication of a comprehensive report on 7 
September 2009. The records for the relevant business unit in the Department at the time show a 
total expenditure of just over €833,000. This does not include the staff or accommodation costs 
of the officials assigned to work in the Secretariat of the Commission.

01/10/2019WRD02800Insurance Compensation Fund

01/10/2019WRD02900133. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 82 of 28 February 2018, the status of efforts to ensure third-party claimants of a 
company are compensated in full; the status of the case of a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39336/19]

01/10/2019WRD03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Setanta Insurance (“Setanta”) was 
placed into liquidation by the Malta Financial Services Authority on 30 April 2014.  As it was a 
Maltese incorporated company, the liquidation is being carried out under Maltese law.

I am very conscious of the effect of the delays in the payment of compensation to Setanta 
claimants, and this is one of the reasons why we brought forward the Insurance (Amendment) 
Act last year to ensure that Setanta third party claimants are compensated in full, and to put in 
place revised arrangements for the ongoing management and administration of the Insurance 
Compensation Fund, including for applications to the High Court.  However as previously out-
lined neither I nor the Department of Finance have any role in the process including the making 
of applications to the High Court or payments.

To date, 796 personal injury claimants have been compensated in full by the Compensation 
Fund. There are a further 297 personal injury claimants who have yet to settle their claims. I 
have been informed by the State Claims Agency that a further 92 personal injury claims settle-
ments have now been agreed and are included in the current submission to the Fund. This brings 
the total number of personal injury claimants who have agreed settlements to 888.  In addition 
to the settled cases submitted to the Fund there have also been 21 cases where the claims were 
either dismissed or withdrawn and consequently there will be no draw on the Fund in respect 
of these claimants. The latest information from the liquidator indicates that the total value of all 
payments (settlements, legal costs, etc.) in the next tranche will be approximately €6.9 million.

Regarding when the next payments will be made, the Deputy will note that in accordance 
with the relevant legislation, there are certain steps to be completed in preparing any application 
to the High Court for payment from the ICF. These steps include the assessment and verification 
of each individual claim within the application by the State Claims Agency.  The Agency has 
advised my officials that the next application for a call on the fund for Setanta claims will likely 
be in the 2nd half of October 2019.

In relation Deputy Chamber’s request for an update on a particular case, my officials have 
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checked this matter with the State Claims Agency and they have indicated that there is no claim 
outstanding, but that there is a refund of premiums due. They indicated that while  the refund 
of premiums for commercial and personal insurance policies is not covered by the Insurance 
Compensation fund, there is a possibility that a portion of any such refund due, may be met 
from the proceeds of the distribution of Setanta’s Insurance assets on completion of the liquida-
tion process.

Finally, the Liquidator continues to make every effort to settle these claims on the best 
possible terms, however, each and every one of these claimants are in the litigation process 
and consequently it is difficult to predict exactly when all of these claimants will settle. This 
in turn means it is not possible to say at this stage when it will be known whether there will be 
any money available to make any refund of premiums.  Consequently, any individual (or their 
solicitor) who has queries about either an outstanding claim or a refund of premiums  should 
contact the liquidator via phone at +353 (0)818 255 255 or via email at iesetanta@deloitte.ie.

01/10/2019WRD03100Brexit Issues

01/10/2019WRD03200134. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that due to differences in tax policies on both sides of the Border, a truckload 
of coal is €2,217 more expensive here than in Northern Ireland; if his attention has been further 
drawn to the fact that this price differential will increase further post-Brexit; the actions being 
taken to prevent smuggling of solid fuel across the Border; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39408/19]

01/10/2019WRD03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am assuming that the Deputy, when 
referring to solid fuel smuggling, is enquiring about the movement of solid fuel into the State 
from Northern Ireland in the context of Solid Fuel Carbon Tax (SFCT). SFCT is an excise duty 
that applies to coal and peat when first supplied in the State for use as a fuel. Neither the move-
ment of solid fuel into the State nor the physical presence of solid fuel in the State generate a 
liability to SFCT. Therefore, there is no smuggling offence, in terms of evasion of SFCT, attach-
ing to coal coming into the State from Northern Ireland.

European Union Single Market constraints preclude the use of any cross-border controls 
in relation to the movement of solid fuel into the State from other Member States. Therefore, 
Revenue has no authority to stop vehicles and physically inspect loads of solid fuel entering 
the State from Northern Ireland. Similarly, the transportation or possession of solid fuel that 
originated in Northern Ireland are not, in themselves, Revenue offences and Revenue’s officers 
have no authority to challenge such transportation or possession.  

In the event of a no-deal Brexit, the UK will be come a third country and will be outside of 
the EU’s Single Market and Customs Union.  Any imports of products from a third country, in-
cluding the UK, will be subject to EU customs requirements.  The exact implications of this for 
trade and customs compliance between Ireland and Northern Ireland are currently the subject 
of discussions with the EU Commission.

Currently in Northern Ireland, there is no carbon tax on coal and solid fuel environmental 
standards are lower than in the State. These factors combined with currency fluctuations and 
Northern Ireland’s lower VAT rate on solid fuel can give rise to significant price differentials 
between the two jurisdictions.

As I and my predecessor have pointed out before, the regulatory regime covering the mar-
keting, sale, distribution and burning of solid fuels in the State is operated by the Department 
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of Communications, Climate Action and Environment and is enforced by local authorities who 
have powers to inspect premises and vehicles being used for the sale and distribution of solid 
fuel, collect samples of coal to check for adherence to environmental standards and to prosecute 
traders involved in selling coal that does not meet these standards. The Regulations also provide 
for the establishment of a register of coal suppliers by the Environmental Protection Agency.

I am advised that Revenue is in contact with the Department of Communications, Climate 
Action and Environment to discuss the effectiveness of the regulatory regime for solid fuel and 
to explore how Revenue could support the Department to improve matters in light of continu-
ing concerns that solid fuel sourced from Northern Ireland is getting onto the market here. I 
understand that contacts are ongoing with a view to undertaking a number of joint operations 
and to explore the scope for follow up action by Revenue in relation to persons found to be in 
breach of environmental regulations.

01/10/2019WRD03400Customs and Excise Controls

01/10/2019WRD03500135. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Finance the measures being taken 
to monitor goods entering the State across the Border after the UK leaves the EU; if extra cus-
toms staff are being deployed for this purpose; if new offices of the Revenue Commissioners are 
being established along the Border; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39417/19]

01/10/2019WRD03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Government has been clear that it 
is determined in the context of Brexit, deal or ‘no deal’, to avoid a hard border on the island of 
Ireland.

The Deputy will be aware that given the approaching Brexit deadline, intensive discussions 
are taking place involving the Government, the EU Commission and our EU partners as to how 
we can meet the shared twin objectives of protecting the Single Market and Ireland’s place in 
it, to avoid physical infrastructure at the border. Revenue is providing the necessary technical 
expertise and assistance to facilitate those discussions.

In preparation for Brexit, Revenue has been recruiting additional staff across a range of 
grades and is confident that the full additional resource of 600 will be in place by 31 October. 
I am advised by Revenue that these staff are being recruited and deployed for the purposes of 
facilitating and supporting legitimate trade post-Brexit. 

Revenue already implements a comprehensive risk-based intervention programme to iden-
tify, target and disrupt all forms of cross-border smuggling and criminality. Revenue’s priority 
focus on such activity will continue to be the case regardless of the eventual outcome of Brexit. 
I am assured that Revenue will continue to adjust its recruitment, training and deployment plans 
in response to business needs, including Brexit-related developments and will deploy resources 
to quickly confront any risks as they emerge. I remain open to consider any request from Rev-
enue for additional resources, if required.

01/10/2019WRD03700Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

01/10/2019WRD03800136. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Finance his plans to amend the 
criteria under the disabled drivers and disabled passengers scheme to qualify for a primary 
medical certificate; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that a large number of disabled 
drivers are at a severe disadvantage by not meeting the strict criteria as currently set out; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39476/19]
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01/10/2019WRD03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Disabled Drivers and Disabled 
Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme provides relief from VAT and VRT (up to a certain limit) 
on the purchase of an adapted car for transport of a person with specific severe and permanent 
physical disabilities, payment of a Fuel Grant, and an exemption from Motor Tax. 

To qualify for the Scheme an applicant must be in possession of a Primary Medical Certifi-
cate. To qualify for a Primary Medical Certificate, an applicant must satisfy one of the following 
conditions:

- be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both legs;

- be wholly without the use of one leg and almost wholly without the use of the other leg 
such that the applicant is severely restricted as to movement of the lower limbs;

- be without both hands or without both arms;

- be without one or both legs;

- be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both hands or arms and wholly or almost 
wholly without the use of one leg;

- have the medical condition of dwarfism and have serious difficulties of movement of the 
lower limbs.

The Scheme represents a significant tax expenditure. Between the Vehicle Registration Tax 
and VAT foregone, and the fuel grant, the scheme cost €65m in each of 2016 and 2017, rising 
to €70m in 2018. This figure does not include the revenue foregone in respect of the relief from 
Motor Tax provided to members of the Scheme.  

I understand and sympathise with any person who suffers from a serious physical disability 
and can’t access the scheme under the current criteria. However, given the scope and scale of 
the scheme, any possible changes to it can only be made after careful consideration, taking 
into account the existing and prospective cost of the scheme as well as the availability of other 
schemes which seek to help with the mobility of disabled persons, and the interaction between 
each of these schemes.  

Accordingly, I have no plans to amend the qualifying medical criteria for the Disabled Driv-
ers and Disabled Passengers Scheme at this time.

01/10/2019WRD04000Tax Collection

01/10/2019WRD04100137. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Finance if correspondence by him or 
to him from all Cabinet Ministers, including the Taoiseach, in respect of policy changes on the 
collection and ringfencing of carbon tax for the purposes of implementing measures on climate 
adaptation or mitigation, particularly in the housing and transport sectors, will be provided. 
[39485/19]

01/10/2019WRD04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In advance of the Budget, as Minister 
for Finance I receive a large number of pre-budget submissions on a wide range of issues.  In 
addition to written formal submissions, I also have ongoing discussions with my cabinet col-
leagues around estimates and budgetary issues.

01/10/2019WRD04300Excise Duties
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01/10/2019WRD04400138. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance the breakdown of taxes that 
are levied on aviation fuel; and the estimated revenue that would accrue if VAT and excise duty 
were applied to aviation fuel. [39540/19]

01/10/2019WRD04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Ireland’s excise duty treatment of fuel 
used for air navigation is based on European law as set out in Directive 2003/96/EC on the taxa-
tion of energy products and electricity, commonly known as the Energy Tax Directive. Under 
this Directive, Member States are obliged to exempt certain fuels used for commercial aviation 
purposes from excise duty. The scope of this exemption must include jet fuel (which is the most 
commonly used heavy oil in air navigation) and must encompass such fuel used for intra-Com-
munity and international air transport purposes. A Member State may waive this exemption 
where it has entered into a bilateral agreement with another Member State to tax fuel for intra-
community flights. With regard to fuel for international transport, the scope for a Member State 
to take a unilateral approach to taxation is limited by international law and a range of bilateral 
and multilateral agreements that operate under 1944 Convention on International Civil Aviation 
(known as the Chicago Convention).  

VAT is charged on domestic and private usage of jet fuel at the reduced rate of 13.5%, while 
VAT is charged at the standard rate of 23% on aviation gasoline used for the same purpose.  The 
supply of aviation fuel for international air travel is zero rated and airline tickets are exempt 
from VAT throughout the EU.

I am advised that consumption data required to estimate the revenue that could be accrued, 
if the Excise Duty applied fully to aviation fuel with no exemptions, is not readily available. 
According to the CSO, the revenue foregone due to the excise exemption on aviation fuel was 
€494 million in 2016. However, this is a theoretical amount that cannot be realised under the 
current EU and international legislative framework.       

Finally, I am informed by Revenue that the breakdown of taxes levied on the different types 
of aviation fuel as provided for under the Finance Act 1999 and Energy Tax Directive are shown 
in the following table. 

Aviation Fuel/Use Energy Tax Directive Finance Act 1999
Light oil (aviation gasoline) 
used for domestic commer-
cial aviation 

No mandatory tax exemp-
tion, Member States may 
opt to exempt or partially 
exempt

Partial relief from MOT, 
effective rate of €355.44 per 
1,000 litres (section 97B 
Finance Act 1999)

Light oil (aviation gasoline) 
used for intra-Community/
international commercial   
aviation

No mandatory tax exemp-
tion, Member States may 
opt to exempt or partially 
exempt

Partial relief from MOT, 
effective rate of €355.44 per 
1,000 litres (section 97B 
Finance Act 1999)

Light oil (aviation gasoline) 
used for private pleasure 
flying

Mandatory taxation Full MOT rate of €587.71 
per 1,000 litres (section 96 
Finance Act 1999)

Heavy oil (jet fuel) used for 
domestic commercial avia-
tion

No mandatory tax exemp-
tion, Member States may 
opt to exempt or partially 
exempt

Full exemption (section 
100(2)(b) Finance Act 1999)

Heavy oil (jet fuel) used for 
used for intra-Community/
international commercial   
aviation

Mandatory tax exemption, 
except where bilateral ar-
rangement entered into with 
another Member State

Full exemption (section 
100(2)(b) Finance Act 1999)
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Aviation Fuel/Use Energy Tax Directive Finance Act 1999
Heavy oil (jet fuel) used for 
private pleasure flying

Mandatory taxation Full MOT rate of €479.02 
per 1,000 litres (section 
100(2)(b) Finance Act 1999)

01/10/2019WRD04600Brexit Issues

01/10/2019WRD04700139. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider the im-
portance of the road haulage industry to Ireland, the worrying effects Brexit will have on this 
industry and the implications of a carbon tax on this industry when considering its introduction 
in Budget 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39591/19]

01/10/2019WRD04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, it is a 
longstanding practice of the Minister for Finance not to comment, in advance of the Budget, on 
any tax matters that might be the subject of Budget decisions.

01/10/2019WRD04900Brexit Issues

01/10/2019WRD05000140. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if policy notes recently re-
leased under freedom of information regarding memos in his Department in relation to the rainy 
day fund and its uses being specifically for force majeure events and not being utilised as a 
Brexit mitigant is policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39596/19]

01/10/2019WRD05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The briefing notes in question were 
drafted both before and during the passage of the National Surplus (Reserve Fund for Ex-
ceptional Contingencies) Bill through the Oireachtas and so at those times, Government was 
working to achieve the best Brexit solution, while also preparing for a no-deal scenario.  The 
Government’s preparations included the Brexit Omnibus Act, which was signed into law by the 
President on 17 March 2019.   

The Act to establish the Rainy Day Fund was subsequently signed into law by the Presi-
dent on 26 June 2019.  Section 9 of the Act, provides for the Minister for Finance of the day to 
propose a resolution to Dáil Éireann for a drawdown from the Fund to “remedy or mitigate the 
occurrence in the State of exceptional circumstances”.

Under the Fiscal Responsibility Act 2012, “exceptional circumstances” are defined as either 
a period of severe economic downturn or a period during which an unusual event outside the 
control of the State has a major impact on the financial position of the general government.

The Fund is intended, therefore, to be used as a defined-purpose instrument to address se-
vere events, as opposed to the normal fluctuations within the economic cycle. This approach 
would align it with the current EU fiscal rules framework, whereby it could be accommodated 
as an “unusual event” under the existing Stability and Growth Pact provisions. Withdrawals 
from the Fund will be transferred directly to the Exchequer so as to support the tax shortfalls 
and/or voted expenditure to address the specific downturn.

The Act deliberately does not describe specific events, such as Brexit or others, so as 
to give flexibility to Governments to withdraw from the Fund for all severe downturns, many of 
which are not possible to specify in advance. 

It is envisaged that the occurrence of a force majeure event could justify deployment of the 
Fund. Therefore, I expect a significant fiscal impact and/or an economic downturn arising from 
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a no-deal Brexit would clearly allow for a drawdown from the Rainy Day Fund.  

I should stress that a drawdown from the Rainy Day Fund should not be the first action taken 
in the face of a no-deal Brexit, as the Government has already taken significant steps to prepare 
for Brexit and will continue to do so.

These steps to prepare for the fallout of Brexit include dedicated measures, and economic 
and fiscal policies to get Ireland Brexit ready in Budgets 2017, 2018 and 2019.  Such policies 
include, amongst others, moving to fiscal balance, the rolling out of support schemes, and the 
provision of advice to businesses.  

I would, therefore, envisage the National Surplus (Exceptional Contingencies) Reserve 
Fund only being used for an extreme outcome, i.e. “tail-risks” related to Brexit and in advance 
of seeking approval to withdraw from the Fund, the magnitude of the impact would have to be 
properly considered.

My sensible approach to using the Rainy Day Fund is that I want to ensure its funds are 
available and used to support measures that are timely, targeted and temporary, which assist in 
converting our economy and its businesses to a post-Brexit world.

  Question No. 141 answered with Question No. 129.

01/10/2019WRD05300Tax Data

01/10/2019WRD05400142. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance the estimated first and full-year 
cost of a proposal by an organisation (details supplied). [39654/19]

01/10/2019WRD05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that informa-
tion is not available in tax returns in respect of holding periods of shares or of the dividends 
received by those in receipt of the Entrepreneur Relief. As such, it is not possible for Revenue 
to provide me with an accurate estimate of the cost of the Deputy’s proposal. 

01/10/2019WRD05600Tax Reliefs Costs

01/10/2019WRD05700143. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance the estimated first and full-year 
cost of a proposal by an organisation (details supplied). [39655/19]

01/10/2019WRD05800144. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance his views on a proposal by an 
organisation (details supplied); and the estimated costs which would arise. [39656/19]

01/10/2019WRD05900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 143 
and 144 together.

Regarding Question No. 143, on the basis of claims in respect of research and development 
tax credit for 2017, the latest year available, the estimated cost of increasing the credit rate from 
25% to 30% for SMEs is up to c.€27 million in a full year and c.€16m in the first year. However 
it is possible that the cost could be lower due to the limits on the payable credit.  This cost does 
not take account of any possible behavioural change by companies to avail of the increased 
credit. 

Regarding Question No. 144, on the assumption that all SMEs avail of this proposal, and 
assuming no behavioural change, I am advised by Revenue that, while the measure would be 
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cost-neutral over the longer term, the first year cost of the measure, based on the cashflow im-
pact to the Exchequer, is likely to be of the order of c.€57 million. This is due to the second and 
third installments of the repayable credit being paid along with the first installment.

01/10/2019WRE00200Central Bank of Ireland

01/10/2019WRE00300145. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Finance the engagement he has had with 
the Central Bank on the increased levy being imposed on certain credit unions in view of the 
vital role of the credit union movement in providing financial services to communities and the 
voluntary nature of its commitment to providing that service; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39679/19]

01/10/2019WRE00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My officials meet with officials from 
the Central Bank on a regular basis to discuss the funding of financial services regulation 
by industry, while also ensuring that the commitment to transparency on the cost of regula-
tion is met.  Agreed recommendations from these meetings are submitted to me as Minister for 
my review and agreement.

In 2015, a joint Department of Finance Central Bank public consultation ‘Funding the cost 
of Financial Regulation’ put industry representatives on notice that it was the Central Bank’s 
and my predecessor’s intention to move towards full industry funding on a phased basis.  

Against a backdrop of a significant increase in the cost of Financial Regulation and in-
creases in recovery rates, certain industry bodies set out a number of concerns in relation to the 
increased costs they would have to bear, in particular the continually increasing cost, the per-
formance of and the accountability of the Central Bank.  Overall, industry were not supportive 
of the proposal but set out that a phased movement would be preferable.  

To answer the concerns of industry, the Central Bank and the Department of Finance issued 
a joint Feedback Statement.  This feedback statement set out that the Central Bank would bring 
greater clarity and transparency to the levy model through the Bank’s Annual Performance 
Statement and that there would be greater targeting of resources at the areas of highest priority.  

These commitments have been addressed by the Central Bank publishing its Annual Perfor-
mance Statement which provides an evaluation of the Bank’s performance under a number of 
key areas such as Regulatory Performance, Financial Institutions Supervision, Markets Super-
vision, Consumer Protection and Enforcement. The statement also includes detailed informa-
tion on the levy process and its cost control and budgetary processes, including Commission 
approval of annual budgets, and oversight of quarterly outturns against those budgets. 

Each phased increase required my or my predecessor’s approval of the annual industry 
funding regulations.  In 2017, the then Minister for Finance approved a phased increase to 
100% industry funding commencing with an increase from 50% to 65% in 2017   (S.I. No. 
442/2017 - The Central Bank Act 1942 (Section 32D) Regulations 2017).  In 2018, I agreed 
to an increase in recovery rates from 65% to 80% (in certain categories) with corresponding 
increases in other categories (S.I. No. 445 of 2018 - The Central Bank Act 1942 (Section 32D) 
Regulations 2018).

At the time of this increase, the Central Bank issued a Funding Strategy and Guide to the 
2018 Industry Funding Levy. This guide provides significant detail on the levy strategy and the 
plans to 2021.  The move towards full funding is part of a wider levy strategy, which includes 
moving to levying in arrears in the next levy cycle.  This will eliminate significant prior year 
shortfalls and surpluses which resulted in volatility in the past.  No levies will issue in 2019 as 
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actual costs will be levied on an arrears basis in mid-2020.

Earlier this year, I agreed to the phased increase of all financial sectors to 100% funding by 
2024.  However, I specifically provided for an exception for Credit Unions so they will only 
reach 50% funding by 2021.  This has been well flagged to the sector and I have also agreed to 
not increase credit union regulatory funding beyond 50%  until the impact of the move to 50% 
is reviewed and a further public consultation is undertaken.

01/10/2019WRE00500Budget 2020

01/10/2019WRE00600146. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider reliefs 
for the haulage industry in budget 2020 by not increasing carbon tax for licensed hauliers; if he 
will introduce measures to reduce fuel costs for licensed hauliers by doubling the rebate level 
allowed under the diesel rebate scheme from 7.5c to 15c and reducing the floor at which the 
rebate starts from €1.00 to 85c; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39813/19]

01/10/2019WRE00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, it is a 
longstanding practice of the Minister for Finance not to comment, in advance of the Budget, on 
any tax matters that might be the subject of Budget decisions.

01/10/2019WRE00800Budget 2020

01/10/2019WRE00900147. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider no in-
crease in motor tax, VRT or other taxes on the licensed haulage sector in budget 2020; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39815/19]

01/10/2019WRE01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, it is a 
longstanding practice of the Minister for Finance not to comment, in advance of the Budget, on 
any tax matters that might be the subject of Budget decisions.

01/10/2019WRE01100Budget 2020

01/10/2019WRE01200148. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will address matters 
(details supplied) regarding fitness; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39818/19]

01/10/2019WRE01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, it is a 
longstanding practice of the Minister for Finance not to comment, in advance of the Budget, on 
matters that might be the subject of Budget decisions.

01/10/2019WRE01400Property Tax Administration

01/10/2019WRE01500149. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 55 of 19 September 2019, if he will address issues (details supplied). [39833/19]

01/10/2019WRE01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy has raised several issues 
in his question concerning the answer I supplied to PQ No. 55 of 19 September 2019 about 
surcharges for those self-employed who fail to make a local property tax return or pay their 
LPT. As I set out in that response, as with other taxes and duties, penalties can be imposed for 
various offences such as failure to submit returns or other documentation or the provision of 
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false information. 

Section 38 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) provides for the 
imposition of such surcharges for the late payment of Local Property Tax. The challenge of 
compliance is particularly significant for LPT owing to the nature of the tax itself and the wide 
demographic liable for the tax, a significant proportion of which are not taxpayers to whom the 
standard collection and enforcement methods could be applied. Compliance is not just about 
ensuring the submission of returns and the payment of outstanding tax liabilities; there is also 
a timing aspect to compliance.  Returns must be submitted and payments must be made by a 
specified date(s).  The suggestion in the Deputy’s question, of reducing a penalty to nil fol-
lowing the late submission of returns or payments, would only serve to incentivise such late 
submission. Likewise, as outlined in my previous response, a surcharge is designed to act as a 
deterrent and, when there is a late compliance, the income tax surcharge is capped at the amount 
of the LPT liability: this considered a fair and proportionate deterrent given the size of LPT li-
abilities.  

In relation to comparisons between the treatment of PAYE workers and the self-employed, 
unlike self-employed taxpayers, PAYE taxpayers are not generally required to submit an annual 
income tax return. Therefore, it is not possible to impose a surcharge on PAYE taxpayers for 
failure to submit a return on time. Revenue’s compliance actions are tailored according to the 
type of taxpayer involved and the most effective way to ensure compliance. This is illustrated 
by the use of the facility to collect LPT liabilities through mandatory deduction at source from 
a PAYE taxpayer’s salary or pension, which is considered to be a fair approach in the context 
of the surcharge on income tax that can apply to self-employed taxpayers who fail to meet their 
LPT liabilities.  Moreover, all taxpayers who fail to submit an LPT return, or who submit an 
incorrect LPT return, are liable to a penalty of the amount of the LPT that would be payable 
with a correct return, subject to a maximum penalty of €3,000.

Adding  the LPT liability to a self-employed person’s income tax liability, as the Deputy 
suggests, would not, of itself, ensure that the LPT was actually paid. This would not be a simi-
lar treatment to a PAYE taxpayer who has no choice about when, or how much of, his or her 
LPT liability is paid, where deduction at source by the employer or pension provider is made 
mandatory.

Finally, it should be noted that the vast majority of property owners pay their LPT on time. 
There is no reason for property owners to put themselves in a position where they become liable 
to a surcharge.  If an individual has particular financial circumstances which cause difficulties in 
meeting his or her LPT liability, he or she may be entitled to a deferral of the tax or may avail 
of one of a number of payment methods to discharge the liability evenly over the course of the 
year. 

01/10/2019WRE01700Property Tax Data

01/10/2019WRE01800150. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance the revenue generated in each 
year since the introduction of the local property tax under the penalty charge to self-employed 
for non-payment in tabular form. [39835/19]

01/10/2019WRE01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that sur-
charges have been raised in just over 62,000 cases since LPT commenced, of which approxi-
mately 70% were mitigated following remedial action by the property owners. The total amount 
surcharged to date is €5.5m, including in respect of arrears of Household Charge (HHC). The 
year by year breakdown between Income Tax (IT), Corporation Tax (CT) and Capital Gains Tax 
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(CGT) is set out in the table below (the surcharged amount becomes a liability in the relevant 
IT, CT or CGT tax-head rather than in LPT/HHC).

Period  IT surcharges 
Paid €,000

CT Surcharges 
Paid €,000

CGT Surcharges 
Paid €,000

Total Surcharge 
Amount Paid 
€,0000

2012 370   370
2013 770 33 129 932
2014 1030 72 85 1187
2015 992 13 93 1098
2016 780 121 96 997
2017 654 48 68 770
2018 79 25 9 113
Total 4,675 312 480 5.470

01/10/2019WRE02000Capital Expenditure Programme

01/10/2019WRE02100151. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the final agreed tender 
price, the date of the tender for the contract and the final overall amount paid and the date of 
the final payment in respect of each capital expenditure project completed since 1 January 2014 
by his Department or an agency under the remit of his Department and which ended up costing 
€10 million or more in tabular form; the reason the final amount paid exceeded the final tender 
price; the details available in respect of projects in which construction is not complete to date 
or in which the final settlement account has not been agreed to date; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39924/19]

01/10/2019WRE02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I can confirm that my Department has 
had no contracts with a value in excess of €10 million or more since 1 January 2014 up to and 
including today’s date. 

There are 17 bodies under the aegis of my Department, 15 of which had no capital expendi-
ture project completed since 1 January 2014 and which ended up costing €10 million or more. 
These are the Office of the Comptroller and Audit General, Credit Review Office, Credit Union 
Advisory Committee, Credit Union Restructuring Board, Disabled Drivers Medical Board of 
Appeal, Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman, Irish Financial Services Appeals Tribu-
nal, Home Building Finance Ireland, Investor Compensation Company DAC, Irish Bank Reso-
lution Corporation, Irish Fiscal Advisory Council, the National Asset Management Agency, 
Office of the Revenue Commissioners, Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland and the Tax 
Appeals Commission.

The National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) has provided the following informa-
tion in respect of a contract awarded in 2018:
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Body Name   Project Name The final   
agreed tender 
price and the 
date of the 
tender for the 
contract

The final overall 
amount actu-
ally paid and the 
date of the final 
payment

The reason the 
final amount 
paid exceeded 
the final tender 
price

NTMA Treasury Dock €24.745m (ex. 
VAT); contract 
awarded in April 
2018. Closing 
date for receipt 
of tenders was 
in February 
2018.

Amount paid to 
date: €24.554m 
(ex. VAT). Fi-
nal payment 
amount ex-
pected to be 
paid (ex. VAT): 
€0.85m 

€0.659m above 
the original 
contract price 
relates to varia-
tions ordered in 
accordance with 
the agreed con-
tract variation 
mechanism.

The agreed contract price for the fit-out contract of NTMA’s premises at Treasury Dock was 
€24.745m excluding VAT. The contract amount paid to date is €24.554m. Total final contract 
payments are expected to be €25.404m excluding VAT. The €0.659m additional expenditure 
relates to variations ordered in accordance with the agreed contract variation mechanism.

It was not possible for 1 body, the Central Bank, to respond to this information request in 
the time available and therefore I will make arrangements to provide a response in line with 
Standing Orders.

  Question No. 152 answered with Question No. 129.

01/10/2019WRE02400Pension Provisions

01/10/2019WRE02500153. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
when his Department will issue a notice of determination to an appeal of determinations issued 
by trustees of schemes (details supplied) on foot of a complaint submitted to the defined benefit 
schemes administrator pursuant to the schemes internal dispute resolution procedure; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39334/19]

01/10/2019WRE02600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): This appeal 
case relates to the awarding of pension increases by the company concerned. A request from 
the Trustees of the scheme seeking a pension increase is being considered at the moment by my 
Department. The outcome of this request may feed into the deliberations on the determination 
in this case. Notwithstanding the outcome of the pension increase request I can confirm that the 
Appeals Officer has now contacted the complainant directly with a view to making a determina-
tion as soon as possible.

01/10/2019WRE02700Coastal Erosion

01/10/2019WRE02800154. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position regarding the need for a permanent solution to the coastal erosion in The Burrow, Por-
trane, County Dublin; when he will receive a recommendation from Fingal County Council on 
the preferred permanent solution to address the issue; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39425/19]
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01/10/2019WRE02900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I am advised, in respect of coastal erosion at the Burrow, Portrane, County 
Dublin, that Fingal County Council is leading on this issue, as it is a matter for local authori-
ties in the first instance to assess and address problems of coastal erosion in their areas.  Where 
necessary, Local Authorities may put forward proposals to relevant central Government Depart-
ments, including the OPW, for funding of appropriate measures depending on the infrastructure 
or assets under threat.

In 2018, in response to serious coastal erosion problems at The Burrow, Portrane, Fingal 
County Council implemented temporary interim emergency measures to protect properties at 
risk.  Funding of €456,464 was approved under the OPW Minor Flood Mitigation Works and 
Coastal Protection Scheme for these works. 

Consultants appointed by Fingal County Council are currently assessing options for a lon-
ger term permanent solution for the Portrane Penisula/Rogerstown Outer Estuary area. I have 
also been informed by Fingal County Council that the assessment of options will be followed 
by extensive public consultation, and environmental assessment and consent processes, which 
are likely to take several months to conclude.  The Council has further confirmed that it is prob-
able therefore that the study, and the associated approved plan for the peninsula, will take at 
least until the middle of 2020 to complete.

If a viable option is identified, the Council may submit a further application for funding to 
the OPW or other Government Departments as appropriate.

01/10/2019WRE03000Garda Station Refurbishment

01/10/2019WRE03100155. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the timeline for the planned works and-or upgrading to be carried out to the Garda station in 
Greystones, County Wicklow; if such works are contingent on the Coast Guard moving from 
its current location beside the Garda station; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39432/19]

01/10/2019WRE03200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The refurbishment of Greystones Garda Station is included in the “Capital 
Works Programme 2016-2021” for An Garda Síochána.  Planned works include the refurbish-
ment of the existing Station and redevelopment of adjacent buildings.  These works are contin-
gent on the Coast Guard moving from its current location in the adjacent buildings beside the 
Garda Station.  

It is envisaged, following a deliberative process with An Garda Siochana, that during the 
overall programme timeframe, the planned works will be undertaken at the Station.

01/10/2019WRE03300Election Expenditure

01/10/2019WRE03400156. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
estimated cost of running each of the four bye-elections being suggested for November 2019; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39584/19]

01/10/2019WRE03500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Practice in 
recent times has been that bye-elections are held on the same day. The cost of the 2014 Bye 
Elections in Dublin South West and Leitrim/Roscommon held together on the 10 October 2014 
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was €0.548m and €0.564m respectively. 

While no two election events would be the same and allowing for some costs increasing 
over time the cost today if an election were called could be approximately €0.700m for each 
bye-election.

01/10/2019WRE03600Climate Change Policy

01/10/2019WRE03700157. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
way in which the hypothecated fund will be realised; and the way in which fuel poverty will be 
protected when carbon taxes are introduced. [39634/19]

01/10/2019WRE03800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In the recent 
Climate Action Plan the Government committed to implementing a carbon tax rate of at least 
€80 per tonne by 2030, accompanied by a trajectory of increases over successive annual Bud-
gets. This commitment will send a strong signal to householders and firms of the need to invest 
in low-carbon alternatives, where possible.

As has been noted publicly, it is my intention that any new revenue raised from any increase 
in the carbon tax in 2020 will be ring-fenced and used to fund new climate action measures and 
to ensure a just transition for those most impacted by the transition to a low carbon economy.  
As the Deputy will appreciate, I cannot comment further on any possible taxation changes 
or the use of any associated revenues beyond what I have already said, in advance of Budget 
Day.

01/10/2019WRE03900Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme

01/10/2019WRE04000158. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if there are proposed works to be carried out on a river (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39306/19]

01/10/2019WRE04100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The watercourse and the bridge at the location referred to by the Deputy does 
not come under the auspices of the Office of Public Works.

Local flooding issues are a matter, in the first instance, for each local authority to investigate 
and address. For areas not covered by the OPW’s Arterial Drainage Maintenance Programme, 
the OPW operates a Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme. It is open 
to all Local Authorities to submit a funding application under the Scheme. This administrative 
Scheme’s eligibility criteria, including a requirement that any measures are cost beneficial, are 
published on the OPW website, www.opw.ie. 

Any application received is considered in accordance with the scheme eligibility criteria, 
and having regard to the overall availability of resources for flood risk management. 

01/10/2019WRE04200Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme Applications

01/10/2019WRE04300159. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the position in relation to an application by Cork County Council to the OPW for funding for a 
project (details supplied) in County Cork; the timeline for the adjudication on the application; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39343/19]

01/10/2019WRE04400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I have been advised by the Office of Public Works (OPW) that an application 
has been submitted by Cork County Council under the Minor Flood Mitigation Works and 
Coastal Protection Scheme for a project at the location mentioned in the Deputy’s question.

Assessment of the application is ongoing and the Council will be advised of the outcome 
when this is completed.  

01/10/2019WRE04500Departmental Meetings

01/10/2019WRE04600160. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the dates, 
attendees and agendas of all meetings between his Department and the Department of Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport regarding all forms of the sports capital programme from 2016 to 2018 
and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [39413/19]

01/10/2019WRE04700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The infor-
mation the Deputy seeks will take some time to collate and my Department will be unable to 
respond by Tuesday 1 October 2019.

I will provide the Deputy with a response as soon as possible. 

01/10/2019WRE04800Irish Coast Guard Issues

01/10/2019WRE04900161. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if it is planned to move the Greystones Coast Guard from its current location to Greystones 
Harbour; if so, the timeline for the work; if not, the plans for the existing Coast Guard station, 
including timelines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39434/19]

01/10/2019WRE05000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (DTTAS) and the Irish Coast-
guard Service (IRCG) are responsible for the financing of Coast Guard Station Projects. The 
Office of Public Works (OPW) provides advice on the design of such projects and manages 
their delivery in line with the requirements of the two bodies concerned. 

It is envisaged that the Coast Guard Station will move from its current location to a new 
facility  at Greystones Harbour.  The OPW has presented several potential options for the design 
of the new Station to DTTAS and IRCG.  The most recent proposal, a single storey design, has 
been accepted by IRCG.  While it was expected that the existing planning permission would 
suffice for the new design, the OPW has been recently advised by Wicklow County Council that 
a planning application will need to be lodged for the new design.   The OPW is currently work-
ing on this and it is expected that the application will be lodged in the coming weeks.

01/10/2019WRE05100Energy Schemes

01/10/2019WRE05200162. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the date on which he was consulted regarding the closing of applications for the deep retrofit 
scheme; if he has engaged with the Ministers for Housing, Planning and Local Government and 
Communications, Climate Action and Environment on the issue of the closure of the scheme; 
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if he has received a request to provide further funding for the scheme and-or compensation for 
applicants that are at a loss due to the cessation of the scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39503/19]

01/10/2019WRE05300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As I have 
already noted in responses to Parliamentary Questions on this topic, responsibility for the deep 
retrofit scheme rests with the Minister for Communications, Climate Action & Environment. 
There was no consultation with my Department regarding the closure of the scheme. 

In June of this year, officials in my Department provided sanction to allow the Department 
of Communications, Climate Action & Environment to allocate an additional €19.65m in capi-
tal funding to subhead C.4 “Sustainable Energy Programmes” in 2019 from savings in other 
areas of that Department’s Vote.  That subhead provides funding for all of the DCCAE-operated 
energy efficiency schemes. 

In relation to compensation for applicants, while this is also a matter for the Minister for 
Communications, Climate Action & Environment, I note that the Minister has announced that 
all applications to the scheme that were made before the July deadline will be assessed and 
honoured in line with the existing terms and conditions of the scheme.

01/10/2019WRE05400Public Service Stability Agreement

01/10/2019WRE05500163. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
outstanding allocations for the Public Service Stability Agreement and other public pay agree-
ments in each of the years 2018 to 2020 by vote, Department and agency. [39504/19]

01/10/2019WRE05600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The cost of 
the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018 – 2020 (PSSA) was estimated at €887m for the 
period from 2018 to 2020; €178m in 2018, €370m in 2019 and €339m for 2020.

In addition, the final year of the Lansdowne Road Agreement 2016 – 2018 (LRA) and the 
first year of the PSSA ran concurrently in 2018 with an estimated cost of the LRA in 2018 of 
€287m.

In addition a number of other costs have arisen in respect of the PSSA including the follow-
ing:    

New Entrants under the PSSA

Under section 4 of the PSSA there was a commitment to examine remaining salary scale is-
sues in respect of Post 2011 recruits at entry grades. In September 2018 agreement was reached 
with the Public Services Committee of ICTU. Costs associated with the agreement are esti-
mated at €27m in 2019 and €46.6m in 2020

Public Service Pay Commission Recommendations under the PSSA

Under Section 3 of the Public Service Stability Agreement, the Public Service Pay Commis-
sion was tasked with examining certain areas of identified recruitment and retention difficulties. 
In fulfilment of this mandate the PSPC made a recommendation with a full year cost of approxi-
mately €20m in respect of Nurses and Midwives and a further recommendation with a full year 
cost of approximately €10m in respect of the Defence Forces. 

Labour Court Recommendations under the PSSA
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Within the Public Service Stability Agreement the Labour Court issued recommendations 
on both the Nursing and Midwifery dispute and Health Support Grade Dispute. Costs associ-
ated with these recommendations are currently being examined through the estimates process.

Pay Bill Estimates by Vote

The breakdown of the paybill by Vote for 2018 and 2019 can be accessed on the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform Databank at http://databank.per.gov.ie/ and on budget docu-
ments accessible at http://www.budget.gov.ie . Increases in the pay bill are a result of both the 
pay agreements mentioned above and additional recruitment in the public service (public sector 
employee numbers have increased 4.6% from 320,758 in Q4 2017 to 335,593 in Q2 2019)

A break out by Vote for 2020, taking account of all pay factors, will be published as part of 
Budget 2020.

01/10/2019WRE05700Departmental Projects

01/10/2019WRE05800164. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the number of projects supported by his Department in County Kildare in each of the past 
five years; the value and status of each project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39506/19]

01/10/2019WRE05900165. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of projects supported by his Department in County Laois in each of the past five years; 
the value and status of each project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39507/19]

01/10/2019WRE06000166. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of projects that were refused funding by his Department in County Kildare in each of 
the past five years; the reason for the refusal; the status of each project; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39508/19]

01/10/2019WRE06100167. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of projects that were refused funding by his Department in County Laois in each of the 
past five years; the reason for the refusal; the status of each project; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39510/19]

01/10/2019WRE06200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 164 to 167, inclusive, together.

Due to the nature of its role, my Department has not funded projects outside of public ser-
vice bodies in Laois and Kildare from its own Vote in the last five years.  The main purpose 
of projects and associated investment undertaken by my Department is to support greater ef-
fectiveness and efficiency across the Civil and Public Service.  While all counties ultimately 
benefit from this, project expenditure is primarily invested in the Department’s ICT systems 
that develop and support the ICT function across Government.  However, the Deputy will be 
pleased to note that three public service bodies based in Kildare (the Teaching Council, Confey 
College and the Maynooth and Mountjoy Prison Collaboration) recently received funding from 
the pilot Public Service Innovation Fund.

01/10/2019WRF00500Flood Relief Schemes Status

01/10/2019WRF00600168. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
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status of flood relief schemes to be introduced at various locations in south County Galway; the 
timelines for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39512/19]

01/10/2019WRF00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works (OPW) is undertaking a number of flood relief 
schemes in County Galway which are at various stages of design or construction. The projects 
set out below pertain to the south of the County.

Gort Lowlands Flood Relief Scheme

Galway County Council is leading on the development and implementation of the Gort 
Lowlands Flood Relief Scheme with the Council acting as the Contracting Authority for the 
project and funding provided by the OPW.

The combinations of river water, groundwater, swallow holes and turloughs in the karst Gort 
Lowlands catchment makes this area unique on an international level from an ecology perspec-
tive. Due to the intricate nature of the Gort Lowlands area, Trinity College Dublin (TCD) and 
Geological Surveys Ireland (GSI) have been contributing to the development of the Scheme.

All hydrological modelling is due to be completed before the end of 2019 with feasibility 
and route selection assessment expected to be completed by early 2020. The Public Exhibition 
of the proposal will follow before being submitted to the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform for formal Confirmation under the provisions of the Arterial Drainage Acts. If the de-
veloped scheme is acceptable from an environmental and cost benefit perspective, it is possible 
that construction will commence in 2021 with an estimated construction period of eighteen 
months.

Portumna Flood Relief Scheme

Flood relief measures have been identified for Portumna in the Shannon Catchment Flood 
Risk Assessment and Management Plan which was published in May 2018.

The Portumna Flood Relief Scheme is not being progressed in the first phase of investment 
under the Government’s €1 billion flood risk capital programme but  will be progressed in the 
coming years and within the 10 year timeframe for the programme of investment. 

The OPW is assisting Galway County Council with resources to enable the Council to prog-
ress Galway County flood relief projects.

01/10/2019WRF00800Garda Station Refurbishment

01/10/2019WRF00900169. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the rea-
son for the delay in commencing works on Bailieborough Garda station, County Cavan; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39521/19]

01/10/2019WRF01000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): There have been no delays in progressing this project.  Following site acqui-
sition, the required Part 9 Planning application was lodged, with Planning Permission being 
granted in December 2018.  A full Design Team was appointed thereafter and this team is 
developing the full suite of Tender documentation required for the project.  It is envisaged 
that the procurement process for the works will commence later in 2019 with contracts being 
signed and work commencing on site in 2020. [<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireach-
tas/debates/questions/supportingDocumentation/2019-10-01_pq169_en.doc”>Supplementary 
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Information</a>]

01/10/2019WRF01100Public Sector Pay

01/10/2019WRF01200170. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
a permanent independent Defence Forces pay body will be established; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [38512/19]

01/10/2019WRF01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Public 
Service Pay Commission was tasked under the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018-2020 
to conduct a comprehensive examination of underlying difficulties in recruitment and retention 
of staff in the public service, including the Defence Forces.

The Report by the Pay Commission on Recruitment and Retention in the Defence Forces has 
been published and is available on the Public Service Pay Commission’s website here: https://
paycommission.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/Dept-of-Defence-PSPC-report-2019-WEB.pdf 

This report represents a detailed and comprehensive analysis of the Permanent Defence 
Forces encompassing commissioned and enlisted personnel. 

The Report’s main conclusions are that the Defence Forces face challenges in meeting full 
strength and retaining certain skilled and experienced staff. The implementation of the Report’s 
recommendations, is provided for under the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018-2020.  

The main findings of the Report, which have been accepted by Government, include:

- An increase of 10% in the Military Service Allowance which is a unique payment to the 
Defence Forces and paid to the majority of ranks. The overall annual estimated cost of this 
measure is €4.8m p.a. 

- Restoration of a 10% reduction in respect of duty allowances such as Security Duty Allow-
ance and Patrol Duty Allowance that were introduced under the Haddington Road Agreement.  
The 10% cuts to overseas allowances will also be restored.  The overall estimated cost of the 
restoration of these measures is €3.3m p.a.

- Restoration of premium weekend payment rates which were approximately halved under 
the Haddington Road Agreement. The annual estimated cost of this measure is €1.4m p.a.

- Restoration of the Pilots Service Commitment Scheme for Flying Officers which is aimed 
at attracting pilots to continue in service on being able to stand down from the Air Corps. This 
Scheme was withdrawn in 2010.  The cost of this measurE is estimated at €600k pa depending 
on take up.

A high level plan for the implementation of all of the recommendations in the Report has 
been approved and work will commence on the actions in the plan immediately.  The above 
measures are in addition to the current Public Service Stability Agreement (PSSA) which is 
currently delivering pay benefits of between 7.4% and 6.2% (or up to 10% for new entrants 
hired after 2012) for our public servants, including Defence Force personnel at a cost of over 
€1.1bn, out to 2021.  The Pay Commission’s recommendations on the Defence Forces taken 
together with the pay measures provided for under the PSSA, represent a tangible package of 
pay improvements at this time for the members of our Defence Forces. 

Public pay has been, and continues to be, determined in a public service wide context in 
Ireland and in a collective bargaining context under the framework of successive public service 
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agreements.  This is appropriate given the size of the Irish public service and in the interests of 
maintaining control of the public finances.   There are no plans to change these arrangements. 

01/10/2019WRF01400Decentralisation Programme

01/10/2019WRF01500171. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position regarding decentralisation within the Civil Service; his plans to extend this policy to 
the southeastern region and County Wexford; if he will consider the region’s co-working hubs 
as possible alternatives to lengthy commutes for Civil Service employees; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39790/19]

01/10/2019WRF01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy 
will be aware, there was a Decentralisation Programme announced in December 2003 which set 
out a goal of relocating over 10,000 civil and public service jobs to 53 locations in 25 counties. 

The Government decided in 2011 that the Decentralisation Programme be cancelled in light 
of the budgetary and staffing outlook at that time. Up to that date, about a third of the target 
numbers, over 3,400 posts were decentralised. 

The proportion of civil servants working outside Dublin is now in the region of just over 
50%.  

Initial costings of the Decentralisation Programme estimated a gross cost of approximately 
€900m in respect of procuring sites and office accommodation for the Programme. 

There are currently no further plans at the present time to introduce a further programme of 
decentralisation. 

The Deputy will also be aware that a new Civil Service Mobility scheme has recently been 
developed. The scheme offers an opportunity for staff members to apply for mobility through 
an open and transparent system. 

The scheme, which is being implemented on a phased basis, went live for Mobility moves 
in September 2018 for the general Civil Service grades of Clerical Officer (CO) and Executive 
Officer (EO) to move between and within 46 location zones outside Dublin 

Figures at the end of July this year show that 13% of Dublin based Civil Servants have ap-
plications for Mobility to organisations located outside of Dublin.

 Further information on the Mobility scheme is available to view at http://hr.per.gov.ie/civil-
service-mobility/

01/10/2019WRF01700Capital Expenditure Programme

01/10/2019WRF01800172. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the final agreed tender price, the date of the tender for the contract and the final overall amount 
actually paid and the date of the final payment in respect of each capital expenditure project 
completed since 1 January 2014 by his Department or an agency under the remit of his De-
partment and which ended up costing €10 million or more in tabular form; the reason the final 
amount paid exceeded the final tender price; the details available in respect of projects in which 
construction is not complete to date or in which the final settlement account has not been agreed 
to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39929/19]
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01/10/2019WRF01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Depart-
ment has not incurred any capital expenditure on projects in excess of €10 million since 1 Janu-
ary 2014.  

In respect of the relevant bodies under the aegis of the Department, the National Shared 
Services Office will respond to the Deputy directly.  The position regarding the Office of Public 
Works (OPW) is set out in the following tables:

OPW Vote Capital Projects

Project 
Name

Final 
Agreed 
Tender 
Price

Tender 
Contract 
Date

Final 
Overall 
Amount 
Paid

Date of 
Final Pay-
ment

Reason fi-
nal amount 
paid   ex-
ceeded the 
final tender 
price

Details 
available in 
respect of 
projects 
in which 
construc-
tion is not 
complete 
to date or 
in which 
the final 
settlement 
account 
has not 
been 
agreed to 
date

Historic 
Leinster 
House

€12.82m 
including 
VAT

13/11/17    Project is 
due for 
completion 
Q4 2019

Miesian 
PlazaCar-
ried out by 
Landlord 
under lease 
contract ar-
rangements

€23.5m 
including 
VAT

    At Final 
Account 
Negotia-
tions

Client Funded Capital Projects
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Project 
Name

Final 
Agreed 
Tender 
Price

Tender 
Contract 
Date

Final 
Overall 
Amount 
Paid

Date of 
Final Pay-
ment

Reason fi-
nal amount 
paid   ex-
ceeded the 
final tender 
price

Details 
available 
in respect   
of projects 
in which 
construc-
tion is not 
complete 
to date or 
in which 
the   final 
settlement 
account 
has not 
been 
agreed to 
date

National 
Children’s 
Detention 
Centre

€49.3m 
including 
VAT

16/8/13 €52.8m November 
2018

Cost of 
additional 
Works over 
and above 
those     
specified 
in Tender 
Docs    

 

Historic 
Wings, 
National 
Gallery

€29.291m 
including 
VAT

17/1/14    Concilia-
tion pro-
cess

Kevin 
Street 
Garda 
Divisional 
HQ 

€31.020m 
including 
VAT

30/1/15    Concilia-
tion pro-
cess

Wexford 
Garda 
Divisional 
HQ

€25.295m 
including 
VAT

3/7/15   The release 
of the final 
payment to 
the con-
tractor is 
expected 
to   issue 
shortly.

 

Galway 
Garda 
Divisional 
HQ

€28.324m 
including 
VAT

2/10/15    Concilia-
tion pro-
cess

Flood Unit 
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Flood   
Relief 
Scheme

Final   Agreed 
Tender 
Price(excl. 
VAT)

Tender   
Contract 
Date

Final   Over-
all Amount 
Paid(excl. VAT)

Date of Fi-
nal Payment

Reason final 
amount paid 
exceeded the 
final tender   
price

Details 
available in 
respect of 
projects in   
which con-
struction is 
not complete 
to date or in 
which the 
final settle-
ment account 
has not been 
agreed to 
date

Bandon 
Flood   
Relief 
Scheme

€10,988,500 10/6/2016 Project not   
complete

N/A Not appli-
cable   as 
contract not 
completed 
yet.

Until   
contract is 
complete it 
will not be 
possible to 
provide a 
final figure.

Skibber-
een Flood 
Relief 
Scheme

€15,856,942 20/5/2016 Project not   
complete

N/A Not ap-
plicable as 
contract not 
completed 
yet

Until   
contract is 
complete it 
will not be 
possible to 
provide a 
final figure.

Fermoy 
South   
Flood 
Relief 
Scheme

€14,536,130 9/2/2012 €19,171,520* 5/06/2016 Claims for   
additional 
works and 
change 
orders arose 
on the proj-
ect, some 
of which 
resulted in 
Conciliator’s 
recommenda-
tions

N/A

Mallow 
South   
Flood 
Relief 
Scheme

€5,379,834 7/7/2010 €10,250,000** 14/6/2016 Claims for   
additional 
works and 
change or-
ders arose on 
the project, 
some of 
which re-
sulted in 
Conciliator’s 
recommenda-
tions

N/A
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Flood   
Relief 
Scheme

Final   Agreed 
Tender 
Price(excl. 
VAT)

Tender   
Contract 
Date

Final   Over-
all Amount 
Paid(excl. VAT)

Date of Fi-
nal Payment

Reason final 
amount paid 
exceeded the 
final tender   
price

Details 
available in 
respect of 
projects in   
which con-
struction is 
not complete 
to date or in 
which the 
final settle-
ment account 
has not been 
agreed to 
date

Ennis Low-
er   Flood 
Relief 
Scheme

€7,106,971 16/01/2013 €11,278,839 14/12/2016 Claims for   
additional 
works and 
change 
orders arose 
on the proj-
ect, some 
of which 
resulted in 
Conciliator’s 
recommenda-
tions

N/A

*This is the agreed Final account. Retention of €47,928.80 remains to be paid. 

**This is the agreed Final account. Retention sum of €20,000 remains to be paid.

01/10/2019WRF02000Brexit Issues

01/10/2019WRF02100173. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which he remains assured of the ability of the economy to withstand the shock of 
Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39959/19]

01/10/2019WRF02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Govern-
ment has always been clear that Brexit, in whatever form it takes, will have a negative eco-
nomic impact on Ireland.  Since the referendum result, therefore, Brexit has been a central to 
the Government’s decision-making and in the management of our economic and fiscal policy. 
The Government has been taking steps to boost the resilience of the economy by balancing our 
books, reducing our debt burden, implementing an ambitious programme of capital investment, 
and establishing the Rainy Day Fund.  

As a result, Ireland is facing the challenge of Brexit from a position of economic strength.  
The Irish economy continues to grow at a robust pace and we are close to full employment.

The Government will continue to work to strengthen the resilience of the economy, to maxi-
mise opportunities and to prepare for the challenges of Brexit, including through the Future 
Jobs Ireland Strategy, the Ireland Connected Trade and Investment Strategy and the 10-year 
National Development Plan.

01/10/2019WRF02300Government Expenditure
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01/10/2019WRF02400174. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which he continues to liaise with all Departments with a view to preventing po-
tential expenditure overruns or making adequate provisions in the event of unforeseen circum-
stances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39960/19]

01/10/2019WRF02500175. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which he has identified potential cost overruns and or underestimates throughout 
various Departments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39961/19]

01/10/2019WRF02600176. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he has identified particularity sensitive areas which may require additional resources through-
out the coming year with a view to alleviate their difficulties; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39962/19]

01/10/2019WRF02700177. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which he anticipates further reforms as a means of good management of the econ-
omy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39963/19]

01/10/2019WRF02800179. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the degree to which he remains satisfied that public expenditure remains in line with best prac-
tice throughout the European Union and the Eurozone in particular; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39966/19]

01/10/2019WRF02900181. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
when he expects the restoration of the economy be completed through the various means of 
restoration arrangements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39968/19]

01/10/2019WRF03000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 174 to 177, inclusive, 179 and 181 together.

Managing expenditure within allocations is a key responsibility of every Department and 
Minister. A number of measures are in place to ensure that our expenditure and budgetary 
targets are being achieved on an ongoing basis. There is regular reporting to Government on 
expenditure levels and expenditure profiles are published for each month. The drawdown of 
funds from the Exchequer is monitored throughout the year and reported on against profile on 
a monthly basis in the Fiscal Monitor.

As set out in the most recent Fiscal Monitor, total gross voted expenditure at end-August 
2019 was €42,015 million. This is €262 million, or 0.6% below profile. Gross voted current ex-
penditure of €38,653 million, is €132 million, or 0.3% below profile. Of the 17 Ministerial Vote 
groups, 14 are on or below profile on current expenditure for end-August. Gross voted capital 
expenditure of €3,362 million, is €130 million, or 3.7% below profile and up €683 million, or 
25.5% on the same period last year. The end-September Fiscal monitor will be published later 
this week.

Due to the scale of Government expenditure, over €66 billion in aggregate for 2019, and 
the cash basis of Government accounting, the need for Supplementary Estimates can arise for 
a number of reasons. This includes in-year policy decisions, timing issues, overspends in par-
ticular areas and the need to respond to emerging events where Departments do not have scope 
to deliver offsetting savings.

Looking at policy decisions that would require a Supplementary Estimate, this would in-
clude the decision in relation to this year’s Social Welfare Christmas Bonus.  Turning to  areas 
where there are potential pressures that would give rise to overspends, as outlined in the Mid-
Year Expenditure Report, there are particular challenges in the area of Health taking into ac-
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count the year-on-year increase and the expenditure profile for the last quarter of the year, and 
also in Justice arising from pressures in relation to Asylum Seekers Accommodation.

In addition, the continued uncertainty in relation to the timing of the UK’s exit from the 
European Union has required that the impacted Departments and Offices incur expenditure to 
ensure that we are in a position to respond to the emerging position. To the extent that offsetting 
underspends are not available this would necessitate certain Supplementary Estimates.

At this stage in the year, it is too early to definitively state what the requirement for Supple-
mentary Estimates will be at year-end. The White Paper to be published this Friday will set out 
the aggregate forecast expenditure outturn for the year taking into account an assessment of 
potential Supplementary Estimate requirements.   Expenditure Report 2020, which will be pub-
lished on Budget Day, will set out an initial assessment on a Vote Group basis of any necessary 
additional expenditure for 2019. 

Turning to the question of particularly sensitive areas that may require additional resources 
in the coming year, in light of the current position in relation to the UK’s exit from the EU, 
Budget 2020 will be based on the assumption of a no-deal Brexit. Underlying this decision is 
the need to ensure the Government has the necessary resources at its disposal to meet the impact 
of the Brexit challenge, whilst preserving the longer-term sustainability of the public finances. 
This strategy involves a ‘twin-track’ approach of providing funding for key public services and 
also supporting the sectors and regions most exposed to Brexit related disruption. 

Maintaining sustainable expenditure policy is an important element of meeting our EU ob-
ligations in relation to the Stability and Growth Pact and fiscal policy more generally. This 
includes ensuring that we are achieving the greatest possible impact with public expenditure 
and delivering high quality public services in an efficient and effective manner. A range of re-
forms have been put in place over the last number of years with the aim of focusing attention 
on achieving value for money. For example, the Performance Budgeting initiative seeks to shift 
focus away from simply looking at the quantum of spend towards examining what is being de-
livered through public expenditure. 

My Department has also just come to the end of year three of this phase of the Spending 
Review process. The Spending Review aims to place evidence at the centre of policy develop-
ment, through the examination of existing policies and programmes to assess their efficiency 
and effectiveness. This systematic examination of existing expenditure can support the re-allo-
cation of funding to meet expenditure priorities. A number of papers resulting from the review 
process were published over the summer, with the remainder due to be published alongside the 
Expenditure Report on Budget Day. 

Over the last number of years, maintaining sustainable expenditure policy has also been 
crucial in restoring our economy following the economic crisis. Following a period of con-
solidation, the last number of years have seen moderate, sustainable expenditure growth on an 
annual basis. The Government has prioritised spending that mitigates risk, enhances the resil-
ience of the economy and raises our growth capacity whilst making incremental and sustainable 
improvements in public services. The steady growth in expenditure in recent years reflects the 
significant effort made by this Government to moderate the level of expenditure increases and 
to secure a sustainable long-term path to growth.

01/10/2019WRF03400Government Expenditure

01/10/2019WRF03500178. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
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the extent to which progress continues to be made towards restoration of various cutbacks ex-
perienced during the economic crash; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39965/19]

01/10/2019WRF03600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Following a 
period of consolidation after the economic crisis, over the last number of years there has been 
modest growth in expenditure. Compared to the end 2014 outturn, gross voted expenditure in 
2019 is profiled to be 25% higher as set out in section 2.2 of the Budget 2019 Expenditure Re-
port. Indeed, in 2019, €66.6 billion has been allocated to gross voted expenditure. In absolute 
terms this is higher than the outturn of just over €63 billion in 2009. Recent increases in voted 
expenditure have been significantly more modest than what was seen in the pre-consolidation 
period, with gross voted expenditure growing by nearly 55% between 2004 and 2009, while 
ensuring that the standards of Ireland’s public services continue to improve. 

This Government has delivered budgetary strategies based on steady increases in public ex-
penditure underpinned by stable and predictable tax revenue. The Government has prioritised 
spending that mitigates risk, enhances the resilience of the economy and raises our growth ca-
pacity whilst making incremental and sustainable improvements in public services. The steady 
growth in expenditure in recent years reflects the significant effort made by this Government 
to moderate the level of expenditure increases and to secure a sustainable long-term path to 
growth. 

In light of the current position in relation to the UK’s exit from the EU, Budget 2020 will be 
based on the assumption of a no-deal Brexit. Underlying this decision is the need to ensure the 
Government has the necessary resources at its disposal to meet the impact of the Brexit chal-
lenge, whilst preserving the longer-term sustainability of the public finances. This strategy in-
volves a ‘twin-track’ approach of providing funding for key public services and also supporting 
the sectors and regions most exposed to Brexit related disruption.

  Question No. 179 answered with Question No. 174.

01/10/2019WRF03800Legislative Measures

01/10/2019WRF03900180. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which FEMPI restoration provisions continue to be made; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39967/19]

01/10/2019WRF04000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I refer the 
Deputy to my reply to Question No. 286 of 23 July 2019. 

PQ Ref: 32195/19:

The process of unwinding the Financial Emergency (FEMPI) legislation commenced under 
the Lansdowne Road Agreement 2016 – 2018 and will be completed under the Public Service 
Stability Agreement 2018 – 2020 (PSSA).

The PSSA, which was negotiated in 2017, and the provisions of which were statutorily 
provided for under the terms of the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017, allows for a con-
tinued, controlled unwinding of the FEMPI legislation. The unwinding process is progressively 
weighted towards those at the lower levels of pay (who will see their salaries increase relative 
to 2008), and is implemented on a phased basis.

By end 2019, salary rates up to €50,000 will be fully restored. By end 2020, salary rates up 
to €70,000 (over 90% of the public service) will be fully restored.
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For public servants who have not achieved full restoration of the FEMPI reductions by Oc-
tober 2020 (i.e the date of the last PSSA increase), restoration of the amount must be completed 
by way of Ministerial order. This order must be made on the following dates:

For those with a post - PSSA salary of under €150,000:

- Covered public servants: a date after 1 October 2020 but before 1 July 2021. 

For those with a post - PSSA salary in excess of €150,000:

- Covered public servants: a date after 1 October 2020 but before 1 July 2022.  

Under the terms of the FEMPI Act 2013, I am obliged to carry out an annual review of the 
operation, effectiveness and impact of the FEMPI Acts, having regard to the overall economic 
conditions in the State and national competitiveness. In this annual review, I am also to consider 
whether or not any of the provision of the relevant Acts continue to be necessary having regard 
to the purposes of those Acts, the revenues of the State and State commitments in respect of 
public service pay and pensions.

In my 2019 annual review, a written report of which was laid before the Houses of the 
Oireachtas on the 26th June, I recommended the continuation of the unwinding of the FEMPI 
measures in line with the terms agreed under the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018 – 
2020 and provisions enacted in the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017. 

  Question No. 181 answered with Question No. 174.

01/10/2019WRF04200Public Procurement Contracts

01/10/2019WRF04300182. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the specific issues to which his attention has been drawn which indicate a lack of compliance 
with the criteria set down by his Department in terms of procurement and reform which may 
negatively or otherwise impact on the economic future; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39969/19]

01/10/2019WRF04400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Public Pro-
curement is governed by EU legislation and National rules and guidelines. The aim of these 
rules is to promote an open, competitive and non-discriminatory public procurement regime 
which delivers best value for money.

The Office of Government Procurement (OGP) has responsibility for developing and set-
ting out the overarching policy framework for public procurement in Ireland.  This framework 
enables a more consistent approach to public procurement across the public sector by setting 
out the procurement procedures to be followed by public bodies.  

The OGP supports compliance by providing procurement solutions, advice, guidance and 
systems for public bodies, promoting good practice and proactive engagement with our sourc-
ing partners in the Health, Education, Defence and Local Government Sectors through the 
Procurement Executive.  Furthermore, the OGP’s Key Account Managers are in regular contact 
with Procurement Officers in Government departments and public bodies to assist, support and 
remind them of their obligations in relation to public procurement.

However, it is should be noted that while the policy framework and associated guidelines 
facilitate compliance with public procurement rules, it is the responsibility of each contracting 
authority to ensure they adhere to these rules.  
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Public procurement practices are also subject to audit and scrutiny under the Comptroller 
and Auditor General and Local Government Reform Acts.

01/10/2019WRF04500Public Service Reform Plan Measures

01/10/2019WRF04600183. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the degree to which reforms throughout the public sector remain in place to ensure account-
ability, collective responsibility and good value for money; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39970/19]

01/10/2019WRF04700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am happy to 
inform the Deputy that the significant public service reforms that this Government has under-
taken in recent years continue to deliver improved services and value for money across a range 
of specific areas such as governance, accountability, procurement, shared services, organisa-
tional reform and property management. Two notable examples are the establishment of a cen-
tralised Office of Government Procurement with responsibility (together with the key sectors of 
Health, Defence, Education and Local Government) for sourcing goods and services on behalf 
of the Public Service, and the Office of the Government Chief Information Officer, established 
to lead the implementation of the Public Service ICT Strategy in cooperation with departments 
and agencies across the Public Service. The Deputy can be assured that public service reform 
remains an integral part of the Government’s economic strategy to enable us to continue to im-
prove outcomes for the public. 

Our Public Service 2020 – the current phase of public service reform, which became opera-
tional during 2018 – represents a whole-of-public-service initiative designed to build on previ-
ous reforms, while expanding the scope of reform to focus on collaboration, innovation and 
evaluation. Our Public Service 2020 seeks better outcomes for the public, to support innovation 
and collaboration and to build public service organisations that are resilient and agile. 

A Public Service Leadership Board (PSLB) has been established to lead the delivery of Our 
Public Service 2020. For the first time, both civil and public service leaders and managers will 
work jointly to drive the reform programme. This will ensure there is shared ownership for the 
actions on reform right across the public service.

Our Public Service 2020 also contains an added focus on evaluation and on the importance 
of building a reform evaluation culture and in developing indicators to support an outcomes 
focus. With this goal in mind, within my Department we have established a Reform Evaluation 
Unit to focus on monitoring and evaluating the outcomes of reform as well as creating greater 
links between expenditure and reform.

Further details on the progress that we have already made will be available in the first prog-
ress report on Our Public Service 2020, which I will publish very shortly in conjunction with 
my colleague Minister of State Patrick O’Donovan, and information and up-dates on the full 
range of OPS2020 activities can also be accessed at the website OPS2020.gov.ie from mid-
October. 

As Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform, I must ensure that our fiscal 
and public expenditure policy is sustainable and that Public Sector policy continues to facilitate 
good economic performance in the future. There are a number of budgetary reforms introduced 
in recent years to guide my decisions on overall fiscal policy in this regard, including fiscal 
rules, expenditure ceilings and spending reviews. The actions in Our Public Service 2020 will 
also ensure that the focus of the public service is very much on delivery of quality public ser-



Questions - Written Answers

66

vices over the coming years, without impacting negatively on economic performance.

01/10/2019WRF04800School Services Staff

01/10/2019WRF04900184. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way in which 
he and his Department plan to address the imbalance of salaries, annual leave and pension rights 
for school secretaries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39268/19]

01/10/2019WRF05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I recognise the very important 
work done by these staff, and the other support staff in the running of our schools.  I have spo-
ken to a number of school secretaries about their employment conditions and understand the 
issues they have raised.

Earlier this year I relaxed the moratorium for those C&C and ETB schools with enrolments 
of 700 and more which allow them to employ additional school secretaries up to a maximum of 
two per school. There are 91 schools in the C&C and ETB Sector who meet this criteria, based 
on the information currently available to this Department. This is an initial step and has taken 
immediate effect.

Schemes were initiated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of clerical officers and care-
takers in schools.  The schemes were withdrawn completely in 2008.  These schemes have been 
superseded by the more extensive capitation grant schemes.  The current grant scheme was 
agreed in the context of the Programme for Economic and Social Progress, published in 1991.  

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools now receive assistance to provide 
for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under these grant schemes.  It is a matter for 
each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular needs. 
Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff taken on 
to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility for the 
pay and conditions rests with the school. 

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers, including through an indepen-
dent arbitration process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 
10% between 2016 and 2019 for staff and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 be phased in 
over that period.  This arbitration agreement covers the period up to 31 December 2019.  

The arbitration agreement was designed to be of greatest benefit to lower-paid secretaries 
and caretakers. For example, a secretary or caretaker who was paid the then minimum wage of 
€8.65 per hour in 2015 prior to the arbitration has from 1 January 2019, been paid €13 per hour 
which is a 50% increase in that individual’s hourly pay. 

Officials from my Department attended a meeting of the Joint Committee on Education and 
Skills on the 9th  of April to discuss the status of non-teaching staff.

In May this year officials from my Department had discussions with FÓRSA trade union 
representatives as part of a planned meeting. FÓRSA took the opportunity to formally table a 
pay claim.  

This was tabled as a follow-on claim from the current pay agreement for this cohort of staff 
which lasts until December 2019. The Department issued surveys on the 10th of July to estab-
lish the full current cost of the trade union’s claim. This is standard practice.  
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FÓRSA’s claim will be fully considered once the current costings have been determined on 
completion of the survey analysis. 

Officials from my Department met with FÓRSA representatives last week. Management 
Bodies representing the employers of schools impacted by the action were also in attendance at 
the meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to further explore the details of the pay claim as 
presented by FÓRSA and the nature of the industrial action.   

In these circumstances the industrial action by FÓRSA members is considered premature, 
not least because the period of the current arbitration agreement has not expired.  My officials 
are fully open to having further dialogue with FÓRSA once the survey work has been under-
taken.

01/10/2019WRG00200School Services Staff

01/10/2019WRG00300185. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he and his of-
ficials have engaged with a union (details supplied) that represents school secretaries; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39269/19]

01/10/2019WRG00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I recognise the very important 
work done by these staff, and the other support staff in the running of our schools.  I have spo-
ken to a number of school secretaries about their employment conditions and understand the 
issues they have raised.

Earlier this year I relaxed the moratorium for those C&C and ETB schools with enrolments 
of 700 and more which allow them to employ additional school secretaries up to a maximum of 
two per school. There are 91 schools in the C&C and ETB Sector who meet this criteria, based 
on the information currently available to this Department. This is an initial step and has taken 
immediate effect.

Schemes were initiated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of clerical officers and care-
takers in schools.  The schemes were withdrawn completely in 2008.  These schemes have been 
superseded by the more extensive capitation grant schemes.  The current grant scheme was 
agreed in the context of the Programme for Economic and Social Progress, published in 1991.  

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools now receive assistance to provide 
for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under these grant schemes.  It is a matter for 
each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular needs. 
Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff taken on 
to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility for the 
pay and conditions rests with the school. 

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers, including through an indepen-
dent arbitration process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 
10% between 2016 and 2019 for staff and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 be phased in 
over that period.  This arbitration agreement covers the period up to 31 December 2019.  

The arbitration agreement was designed to be of greatest benefit to lower-paid secretaries 
and caretakers. For example, a secretary or caretaker who was paid the then minimum wage of 
€8.65 per hour in 2015 prior to the arbitration has from 1 January 2019, been paid €13 per hour 
which is a 50% increase in that individual’s hourly pay. 
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Officials from my Department attended a meeting of the Joint Committee on Education and 
Skills on the 9th   of April to discuss the status of non-teaching staff.

In May this year officials from my Department had discussions with FÓRSA trade union 
representatives as part of a planned meeting. FÓRSA took the opportunity to formally table a 
pay claim.  

This was tabled as a follow-on claim from the current pay agreement for this cohort of staff 
which lasts until December 2019. The Department issued surveys on the 10th of July to estab-
lish the full current cost of the trade union’s claim. This is standard practice.  

FÓRSA’s claim will be fully considered once the current costings have been determined on 
completion of the survey analysis. 

Officials from my Department met with FÓRSA representatives last week. Management 
Bodies representing the employers of schools impacted by the action were also in attendance at 
the meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to further explore the details of the pay claim as 
presented by FÓRSA and the nature of the industrial action.   

In these circumstances the industrial action by FÓRSA members is considered premature, 
not least because the period of the current arbitration agreement has not expired.  My officials 
are fully open to having further dialogue with FÓRSA once the survey work has been under-
taken.

01/10/2019WRG00500Special Educational Needs Service Provision

01/10/2019WRG00600186. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the school supports 
in place for a person (details supplied); the number of waiting lists for schools with special 
classes they are on; and when they will be provided with a place in a special class as recom-
mended in the educational assessment. [39275/19]

01/10/2019WRG00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Enabling children with Spe-
cial Educational Needs including Autism to receive an education appropriate to their needs is a 
priority for me and the Government. 

Nearly one euro in every five of this budget, about €1.9 billion, is invested in supporting 
children with special educational needs in schools. 

Since 2011, the Government has increased the number of Special education teachers from 
9,740 to over 13,400 and the number of Special Needs Assistants from 10,575 to 15,950. 

We have also increased the number of special classes from 548 in 2011 to 1,621 across the 
country now.  

In addition places in the 124 special schools for students with the most complex special 
educational needs have increased from 6,848 to 8,000 across the country now. 

This ensures that a continuum of special educational provision, including special class and 
special school placements, is made available for children with special educational needs, so that 
regardless of the level of need of the child, educational provision can be made for them. 

The greater proportion of children with special education needs attend mainstream class, 
where they may access additional supports, including additional teaching and SNA support, if 
required.  
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But some students may find it difficult to manage full-time placement in mainstream and so 
placement in a Special Class or Special School setting is sometimes deemed more appropriate. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a statutory function to plan and 
co-ordinate the provision of education and support services to children with special educational 
needs.  

This includes the establishment of special class and special school placements in various 
geographical areas where the NCSE identifies need. 

The NCSE have well established structures to ensure that advance planning is in place so 
that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who have been identified as 
needing specialised placements. 

The NCSE team of locally based Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are avail-
able to assist parents to identify appropriate educational placements for children with special 
educational needs and to discuss their child’s special educational needs. The local SENO con-
tact details are available on www.ncse.ie.  

The enrolment of a child to a school is a matter in the first instance for the parents/guardians 
of the child and the Board of Management of a school.   

My Department has no role either in making or deciding on enrolment applications to 
schools or keeping waiting lists. In these matters, schools are required to adhere to the require-
ments of relevant legislation and the policies of my department. 

Where there is no school placement available for a child with Special Educational Needs, 
funding for the provision of home tuition is available to Parents as an interim measure until a 
placement becomes available. The availability of a school placement is assessed by the local 
SENO having regard the relevant diagnosis and relevant professional report. 

As this question relates to a particular child, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply.

01/10/2019WRG00800School Accommodation Provision

01/10/2019WRG00900187. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of alterna-
tive suitable temporary accommodation for a school (details supplied); the stage the plans are 
at for the permanent school building; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39289/19]

01/10/2019WRG01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department is currently 
exploring alternative temporary accommodation for use by the school referred to by the Deputy.

In relation to permanent accommodation for the school, a project manager has been ap-
pointed to undertake the master planning of an existing school site to demonstrate how the ac-
commodation needs of this school and the existing school already located on the site could be 
met. This process is ongoing.

My Department is continuing to keep the school authority updated on these matters.

01/10/2019WRG01100School Accommodation Provision

01/10/2019WRG01200188. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education and Skills the arrangements 
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being made to ensure alternative suitable temporary accommodation for a school (details sup-
plied) is provided in view of the fact that its existing temporary premises has now been sold; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39290/19]

01/10/2019WRG01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The facility in question is not 
a recognised school by my Department and the provision of accommodation does not come 
within the Department’s remit.  I understand that the facility operates as an independent school.

01/10/2019WRG01400School Management

01/10/2019WRG01500189. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills the rea-
son schools are required to submit accounts on-line via an accountant to FSSU; the reason an 
individual school cannot file the figures directly to the unit by extracting the numbers from 
the profit and loss and balance sheet on an annual basis,which in some cases would save the 
school the added expense of hiring an accountant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39312/19]

01/10/2019WRG01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): It is important to ensure that 
appropriate governance arrangements are in place for transparency and accountability in the 
management of public money.

Therefore, all Boards of Managements of schools are obliged to comply with Section 18 of 
the Education Act 1998 and the arrangements set out in my Department’s circulars 0060/2017 
and 0002/2018 in relation to the operation of the Financial Services Support Unit (FSSU). This 
includes the submission of accounts to the FSSU by an external accountant/auditor who has a 
current Practising Certificate, Professional Indemnity Insurance and is registered with a pre-
scribed accountancy body in the State. 

The independence of an external accountant/auditor provides assurance to the Board and the 
State that the accounts are prepared in line with good accounting practice and standards. 

Responsibility for procurement of an external accountant/auditor and payment of same rests 
with the Board of Management in respect of schools operated by them. Boards of Management 
should take a proactive approach when it comes to sourcing accountancy services in order to 
ensure best value is obtained and to ensure compliance with public procurement procedures. 
Schools Procurement Unit which has a national remit is available to advise and assist schools in 
relation to procurement matters.  The FSSU also provides assistance for schools when sourcing 
accountancy services.

01/10/2019WRG01700School Transport Appeals

01/10/2019WRG01800190. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the waiting time to 
have an appeal heard by the student transport appeal board for a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39315/19]

01/10/2019WRG01900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.  In the 2018/2019 school year over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with 
special educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary 
and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost 
of over €200m in 2018. 
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The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

The School Transport Appeals Board, which is independent of my Department, determines 
appeals against decisions made by, or on behalf of, the Department of Education and Skills re-
garding the provision of school transport services and/or grant-aid under the terms of the School 
Transport Schemes.  

An appeal was lodged with the School Transport Appeals Board on the 12th August 2019.

The Board has requested the School Transport Section of the Department of Education and 
Skills to provide a report in accordance with the terms of the Board’s Operating Procedures. 
When received, the Board will liaise directly with the family regarding the appeal date and their 
subsequent deliberations.

01/10/2019WRG02000Schools Health and Safety

01/10/2019WRG02100191. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a fire safety 
inspection of the former premises of a school (details supplied) in Bray, County Wicklow, will 
be commissioned to see if it complies with safety rules for use by another secondary school in 
future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39326/19]

01/10/2019WRG02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the premises to which he refers is not in my Department’s ownership and the Department 
will not be commissioning a fire safety inspection of the property.  

01/10/2019WRG02300Special Educational Needs Service Provision

01/10/2019WRG02400192. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans 
for a special autism unit at national school level in Roscommon town, County Roscommon, to 
address and facilitate the needs of young children with autism in the area; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39344/19]

01/10/2019WRG02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Enabling children with Spe-
cial Educational Needs including Autism to receive an education appropriate to their needs is a 
priority for me and the Government.

Nearly one euro in every five of this budget, about €1.9 billion, is invested in supporting 
children with special educational needs in schools.

Since 2011, the Government has increased the number of Special education teachers from 
9,740 to over 13,400 and the number of Special Needs Assistants from 10,575 to 15,950.

We have also increased the number of special classes from 548 in 2011 to 1,621 across the 
country now. 1,355 of these are Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) special classes.

In addition places in the 124 special schools for students with the most complex special 
educational needs have increased from 6,848 to 8,000 across the country now.

This ensures that a continuum of special educational provision, including special class and 
special school placements, is made available for children with special educational needs, so that 
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regardless of the level of need of the child, educational provision can be made for them.

In Co. Roscommon, there is currently 1 special school and 22 special classes in mainstream 
schools, including 2 ASD Early Intervention classes, 12 primary ASD classes and 4 ASD post 
primary ASD classes.

The greater proportion of children with autism attend mainstream class, where they may ac-
cess additional supports, including additional teaching and SNA support, if required. 

But some students may find it difficult to manage full-time placement in mainstream and so 
placement in a Special Class or Special School setting is sometimes deemed more appropriate.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a statutory function to plan and 
co-ordinate the provision of education and support services to children with special educational 
needs. 

This includes the establishment of special class and special school placements in various 
geographical areas where the NCSE identifies need.

The NCSE have well established structures to ensure that advance planning is in place so 
that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who have been identified as 
needing special class placements.

It is open to any school to make application to the NCSE to establish a class where a need 
has been identified in their area.

In deciding where to establish a special class in an area, the NCSE take account of the cur-
rent and projected demand and the available school accommodation both current and planned. 
In this regard, the SENO will also approach individual schools in the area to discuss the matter 
with a view to finding the optimal location in terms of convenience and sustainability.

The NCSE team of locally based Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are avail-
able to assist and advise schools to plan for special class provision and to address issues in 
provision that may arise from time in time at local levels.

When the NCSE sanction a special class in a school, the school can apply to my Department 
for capital funding to re-configure existing spaces within the school building to accommodate 
the class and/or to construct additional accommodation.

The NCSE Support Service delivers a range of professional development initiatives and 
support for teachers working with students with special educational needs in special classes. 

Guidelines for Boards of Management and Principals of Primary and Post Primary schools 
contain information on setting up and organising special classes, including information on re-
sources which may be provided to schools to establish special classes are available to download 
from www.ncse.ie. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to the NCSE planning for special class provision in a par-
ticular area I have arranged for the question to be forwarded to the NCSE for their attention and 
direct reply.

01/10/2019WRG02600School Transport Data

01/10/2019WRG02700193. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills the average cost 
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per child availing of the school bus programme on an annual basis; and the number of children 
attending primary and secondary school. [39377/19]

01/10/2019WRG02800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.  In the 2018/2019 school year over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with 
special educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary 
and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost 
of over €200m in 2018. 

The current annual charge for transport is €100 per annum for primary children and €350 
for post primary children with a maximum family charge of €220 for primary children or €650 
overall. Children who are eligible for school transport and who hold valid medical cards (GMS 
Scheme) are exempt from paying the annual charge. 

The average cost of providing transport for a child on the primary and post-primary school 
transport schemes is in the region of €1,000 per annum.

01/10/2019WRG02900Tionscadail Tógála Scoileanna

01/10/2019WRG03000194. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna 
an bhfuil aon phlean aige cúnamh a thabhairt do Scoil (sonraí thíos), le hathchóiriú a dhéanamh 
ar a cuid foirgneamh, ina measc, Halla Spóirt a chur ar fáil; agus cad é stádas an iarratais seo. 
[39378/19]

01/10/2019WRG03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Tá áthas orm a dheimhniú 
gur cheadaigh mo Roinn oibreacha uasghrádaithe fuinneoige le déanaí faoin Scéim Oibreacha 
Samhraidh 2019 don scoil dá dtagraíonn an Teachta.

Chuir an tÚdarás Scoile iarratas isteach freisin ar Oibreacha Díonta (Catagóir 2) faoi Scéim 
Oibreacha Samhraidh ilbhliantúla mo Roinne (SWS) 2020 ar aghaidh. Ag teacht leis an leib-
héal maoinithe atá ar fáil don SWS in 2020, déanfar iarratais a mheas ón mbarr anuas de réir na 
gcritéar tosaíochta atá leagtha amach i gCiorclán Rialaithe na Scéime.

Níl m’Oifig ag fáil iarratais ar mhaoiniú caipitil do halla spóirt sa scoil. Faoin bPlean For-
bartha Náisiúnta (PFN), tá maoiniú méadaithe curtha ar fáil do chlár infheistíochta caipitil na 
hearnála scoile.

Ceadaíonn an maoiniú seo fócas leanúnach ar sholáthar áiteanna scoile buana nua chun 
coinneáil suas le héileamh déimeagrafach agus déanann sé foráil freisin do fhócas breise ar 
athchóiriú na bhfoirgneamh scoile atá ann cheana féin lena n-áirítear tógáil agus nuachóiriú 
saoráidí corpoideachais in iar-bhunscoileanna.

Is é tosaíocht láithreach mo Roinne ná 20,000 áit scoile nua agus athsholáthair a chur ar fáil 
gach bliain, chun a chinntiú go bhfuil áit scoile ag gach páiste.

Díreoidh an rialtas sa mheántéarma ar sholáthar na n-áiseanna corpoideachais in iar-bhun-
scoileanna.

01/10/2019WRG03200Schools Refurbishment

01/10/2019WRG03300195. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills his 
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plans to provide a retrofitting programme for education facilities, including primary, secondary, 
and third-level to ensure that they become more energy efficient and sustainable. [39379/19]

01/10/2019WRG03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department and the Sus-
tainable Energy Authority of Ireland are currently involved in an energy efficiency retrofit pilot 
scheme for schools.  Now in its third year, the aim of the pilot is to create a scalable model for 
energy efficiency retrofitting of schools. 

This is taking place in advance of the major programme of retrofits scheduled to commence 
in 2022, as outlined in Project Ireland 2040. It is intended to expand the intake of schools in the 
pilot programme in the lead up to 2022. However, it is too early at this stage to say how many 
schools will be involved with this programme.

This pilot commenced in 2017 when ten schools received energy retrofits.  In 2018 six 
schools received retrofits and seventeen schools are set to benefit from this scheme in 2019.

As part of the higher education capital programme, an upgrade and refurbishment pro-
gramme is being advanced for the sector.  This includes investments that will deliver significant 
benefits in terms of energy efficiency.  Major projects approved under this programme to date 
include an upgrade of the North and South Blocks in Dundalk Institute of Technology and up-
grade of Blocks K & L in IT Sligo.

01/10/2019WRG03500Higher Education Authority Funding

01/10/2019WRG03600196. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he 
has received a request for funding for the renovation of the Kane Science Building in UCC; and 
the consideration given to it. [39380/19]

01/10/2019WRG03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In the 2017 HEA Review of 
Higher Education Capital requirements, UCC had listed the Cork University Business School 
(CUBS) building as its first priority for funding, with the Kane Science Building listed as its 
third priority project.  

The CUBS project has recently secured approval in principle for an allocation of €25m from 
my Department under the Higher Education Strategic Infrastructure Fund.  This allocation, 
along with the proposed HE PPP building in CIT for which a planning application was recently 
lodged, shows the Government’s continued commitment under Project Ireland 2040 to higher 
education in the region.  

My Department will continue to engage with UCC in relation to its campus development 
plans.

01/10/2019WRG03800Schools Facilities

01/10/2019WRG03900197. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
provision of consent to a school (details supplied) to apply to Kildare County Council for plan-
ning permission for a sports facility; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39389/19]

01/10/2019WRG04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department has recently 
been in contact with the Patron of the school referred to by the Deputy in relation to this matter.
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01/10/2019WRG04100Special Educational Needs Data

01/10/2019WRG04200198. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills the ASD units in 
schools in County Meath. [39390/19]

01/10/2019WRG04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Enabling children with Spe-
cial Educational Needs including Autism to receive an education appropriate to their needs is a 
priority for me and the Government. 

Nearly one euro in every five of this budget, about €1.9 billion, is invested in supporting 
children with special educational needs in schools. 

Since 2011, the Government has increased the number of Special education teachers from 
9,740 to over 13,400 and the number of Special Needs Assistants from 10,575 to 15,950. 

We have also increased the number of special classes from 548 in 2011 to 1,621 across the 
country now. 1,355 of these are Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) special classes. 

In addition places in the 124 special schools for students with the most complex special 
educational needs have increased from 6,848 to 8,000 across the country now. 

This ensures that a continuum of special educational provision, including special class and 
special school placements, is made available for children with special educational needs, so that 
regardless of the level of need of the child, educational provision can be made for them. 

In Co. Meath, there are currently 3 special schools and 66 special classes in mainstream 
schools, including 2 ASD Early Intervention classes, 42 primary ASD classes and 18 ASD post 
primary ASD classes. 

Details of all special classes for children with special educational needs are available in 
tabular form by county on the NCSE website at https://ncse.ie/special-classes.

The NCSE team of locally based Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are avail-
able to assist parents to identify appropriate educational placements for children with special 
educational needs and to discuss their child’s special educational needs. The local SENO con-
tact details are available on www.ncse.ie.  

Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) also assist and advise schools to plan for 
special class provision and to address issues in provision that may arise from time in time at 
local levels.

01/10/2019WRG04400Death-in-Service Benefits

01/10/2019WRG04500199. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
death-in-service payment case ongoing for nine months (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39393/19]

01/10/2019WRG04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department has recently sanctioned the payment of benefits in respect of the case ref-
erenced by the Deputy.  This matter took longer than usual to resolve, and I regret any distress 
this may have caused to the relatives of the deceased.  May I take this opportunity to offer them 
my condolences at this sad and difficult time.
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01/10/2019WRG04700School Transport Data

01/10/2019WRG04800200. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of school children that avail of school buses at both primary and secondary level; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39411/19]

01/10/2019WRG04900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of my Depart-
ment. In the 2018/2019 school year over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with 
special educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary 
and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost 
of over €200m in 2018.

Bus Éireann is continuing to allocate seats for the current school year so the number of 
children availing of transport for the 2019/2020 school year is not yet finalised but the number 
is expected to be slightly higher than for the 2018/2019 school year.

01/10/2019WRG05000Teaching Qualifications

01/10/2019WRG05100201. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person (de-
tails supplied) with bachelor degrees from the United States of America is required to contact 
each individual statutory authority relative to each academia in order to be recognised here; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39415/19]

01/10/2019WRG05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Quality and Qualifications 
Ireland (QQI), the State Agency responsible for maintaining the National Framework of Qual-
ifications, operates NARIC Ireland – the National Academic Recognition Information Cen-
tre. NARIC Ireland is responsible for providing advice on the recognition of foreign qualifi-
cations in Ireland and provides comparability statements for a number of qualifications from 
various countries, including the United States of America.  These statements place foreign 
qualifications in the context of the Irish education and training system. These statements may 
be downloaded from the NARIC website at http://www.naric.ie. 

It should be noted that the profession of psychologist is regulated in Ireland for the purposes 
of working in the publicly funded health service.  The Department of Health is designated as 
the Irish competent authority for this profession. Details on the qualification requirements and 
recognition processes for this profession are available from the Department of Health’s website 
at the following link: http://health.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Information-note.pdf.

If a person is seeking to pursue further studies in Ireland on the basis of their foreign quali-
fications, the recognition of the qualifications for this purpose is a matter for the Higher Educa-
tion Institution (HEI) with whom they plan to study. Information on this process is available 
directly from the HEIs.

01/10/2019WRG05300School Placement

01/10/2019WRG05400202. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
children that travel out of Donabate, County Dublin to attend secondary school outside the area; 
the number of children that travel into Donabate to attend secondary school over the past five 
years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39426/19]
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01/10/2019WRG05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The following reply is the 
same as that previously provided under PQ 20661/19 as there has been no material change since 
that date. 

The information is not readily available in the format requested by the Deputy. However, the 
following information can be provided in relation to this matter.

As the Deputy will be aware, in order to plan for school provision and analyse the rel-
evant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 school planning areas and 
uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of sources, to identify where 
the pressure for school places across the country will arise. 

There is one post-primary school in the Donabate school planning area. Donabate Com-
munity College is a 1,000 pupil capacity post-primary school established in 2008, and has 
a 2018/2019 school year enrolment in the region of 760 pupils. At post-primary level, the av-
erage intake pattern in the Donabate school planning area over the last three years was some 
90%.  This suggests that a proportion of pupils who attended primary school in the Don-
abate school planning area did not attend post-primary school in the area in those years. 

The Deputy might wish to note that such movement between school planning areas in rela-
tion to attendance at primary or post-primary schools is not unusual. A range of factors includ-
ing parental choice, ethos, language, school location and commuting patterns can influence 
intake patterns.

01/10/2019WRG05600Departmental Records

01/10/2019WRG05700203. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a copy of all cor-
respondence between him and-or his office and-or his advisers and other offices or personnel in 
his Department regarding a school in County Tipperary will be provided from 1 May 2016 to 
22 September 2016 in chronological order. [39431/19]

01/10/2019WRG05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Records such as this are not 
routinely retrieved and compiled to be provided outside of Freedom of Information requests.  
Requests for access to records may be submitted under Freedom of Information legislation, to 
be dealt with by my Department as normal.

01/10/2019WRG05900Special Educational Needs Service Provision

01/10/2019WRG06000204. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to provide 
additional funding to a school (details supplied) to fit out its classrooms with the necessary 
furniture and appropriate materials for children with special needs following his Department 
issuing the school with a notice pursuant to section 37A of the Education Act 1998; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39530/19]

01/10/2019WRG06100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that funding has been approved by my Department, in respect of the school in question, 
to provide necessary furniture and equipment for the new class.  This funding is comprised of a 
once-off lump sum grant (€6,500 per class) towards the purchase of educational aids and equip-
ment for special needs pupils enrolled in that class, a Loose Furniture and Equipment Grant, 
and an ICT grant.  

Devolved grants such as the one-off lump sum grant allow individual school authorities the 
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means to address their specific priorities with a guaranteed amount of funding and gives them 
self-determining control of their expenditure.

01/10/2019WRH00200School Accommodation Provision

01/10/2019WRH00300205. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that a school (details supplied) is only in short-term accommodation; 
when the official temporary accommodation on the designated site for the permanent school 
will be ready; the reason for the delay in providing this official temporary accommodation; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39535/19]

01/10/2019WRH00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school referred to by the 
Deputy is in temporary accommodation on the grounds of Grange Community College.  

A planning application (Planning Ref. No: 3009/09) is ongoing to facilitate the provision of 
interim accommodation on the permanent site.  When the planning application is granted a date 
will be agreed with the school to move to its permanent site.

01/10/2019WRH00500School Funding

01/10/2019WRH00600206. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school (details 
supplied) will be awarded a grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39546/19]

01/10/2019WRH00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In March 2015 a grant was 
approved under the Additional Accommodation Scheme to enable the Board of Management to 
provide a Resource Room.  This grant was increased in December 2016 to allow for additional 
works to be carried out to the school.

The project went to tender in February 2018 with a significantly increased scope which in-
cluded works that had not been approved by my Department. The school has been advised that 
the Department will not fund these unapproved works. It has been informed that if it wishes to 
proceed with the proposed accommodation then any consequential additional costs will have to 
be met from its own resources. Otherwise, it should revise its project to be consistent with its 
grant approval.  The school has not, to date, confirmed that it will cover the shortfall on the 
project.  

01/10/2019WRH00800Gaeltacht Policy

01/10/2019WRH00900207. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will consider 
reintroducing free Gaeltacht places for national trainee teachers that must attend and pay to at-
tend a Gaeltacht twice during their four year course. [39556/19]

01/10/2019WRH01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The decision to stop the Gael-
tacht placement grants was taken during the economic crisis when, unfortunately, very difficult 
decisions had to be made to stabilise the nation’s finances.  At the time, priority was given to 
protecting resources for front line education services as far as possible.

While there is no provision currently in my Department’s budget for this grant, because of 
ongoing budgetary pressures which continue to be acute, the matter remains under consider-
ation in my Department. 
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To assist with the costs of the Gaeltacht placement, students who are in receipt of a student 
grant which includes a 100% fee grant, or who would have qualified for a full fee grant but for 
the Free Fees Scheme, can apply for funding towards travel and accommodation costs under the 
field trip element of a fee grant, subject to the normal terms and conditions of the student grant 
scheme.  Apart from this, in circumstances of particular need, students may apply for support 
under the Student Assistance Fund.  Information in relation to this fund is available through the 
Access Officer in the third level institution attended.

01/10/2019WRH01100Education Policy

01/10/2019WRH01200208. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a policy to deal 
with the use of the Irish language from preschool to university will be published. [39558/19]

01/10/2019WRH01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Department of Education 
and Skills has already developed a comprehensive policy for education in the Gaeltacht and is 
advancing the implementation of this policy. 

The D.ES Action Plan for Education 2016-2019 is underpinned by the principles of key 
Government strategies including the 20-Year Strategy for the Irish Language and as such is 
committed to advancing the education elements of the Strategy.   This is a cross government, 
cohesive strategy which provides a more effective engagement with Government objectives in 
relation to the Irish Language.   

The Department is a key stakeholder and collaborates with the Department of Culture, Heri-
tage and the Gaeltacht (D.CHG) in progressing the 48 education measures set out in the 5 year 
action plan for Irish 

This comprehensive plan presents agreed time bound measures to progress State policy on 
the teaching of Irish in the education system at all levels from preschool to third level.

The 48 education measures are set out in detail in the plan (Action 1: Education), with time-
lines for delivery.  The measures are set out in the key areas of:

- Education in the Gaeltacht

- Partial Immersion

- Curriculum

- Assessment

- Teacher Training

- Resources

- School Provision and Teacher Supply

- Out of School usage of Irish

- Early Years Education

- Higher Education

Implementation of the Action Plan is led by DCHG in collaboration with relevant Depart-
ments and the Department of Education and Skills is represented on the Higher Level Oversight 
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Group. 

The Department has no plans at present to develop a further stand-alone policy for Irish-me-
dium education outside the Gaeltacht. Instead, it is ensuring that the interests of Irish-medium 
education are incorporated into existing polices and that whole of government objectives in 
relation to the Irish Language are addressed in a cohesive and collaborative manner under the 
20 year strategy.

01/10/2019WRH01400University Global Rankings

01/10/2019WRH01500209. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on whether 
education is key to maintaining competitiveness here; and his further views on the continuing 
falling in the rankings by universities here in the university league. [39564/19]

01/10/2019WRH01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): An agile education system 
is vital to maintaining and enhancing Ireland’s competitiveness into the future, particularly 
in the context of the rapid rate of change evident at the current time which is driven by rapid 
technological development. Increased levels of lifelong learning will ensure that those in the 
workforce, and outside the workforce, are supported to take advantage of these developments.

The National Strategy for Higher Education (2010) and the National Skills Strategy (2016) 
were published to ensure that the education system is appropriately structured to meet the chal-
lenges of this rapid rate of change and facilitate ongoing upskilling and reskilling of the work-
force.  

The higher education system is delivering programmes in a more flexible manner than be-
fore. There were 7,967 remote enrolments and 40,101 part-time enrolments in the higher edu-
cation system in the 2017/2018 academic year.  An increase of 70% in remote enrolments and 
12% in part time enrolments over four years.  

The private higher education ranking systems, of which there are many, each monitor differ-
ent aspects of international higher education institutions.  The systems award different weight-
ings to various components of the area under review.  

The outcome of the rankings in any particular year therefore not only depend on how an 
individual institution has performed, but also on how it has performed in relation to all other 
institutions under review.  

In the context of overall system performance progression and excellence, the fulfilment 
of specific broader Government policies may also impact on rankings.  For example, national 
policy on Initial Teacher Education (ITE) saw the incorporation of a number of smaller teacher 
training colleges in Mater Dei, St. Patrick’s Drumcondra and CICE into Dublin City University 
in accordance with recommendations by the Report of the International Review Panel on the 
Structure of ITE Provision in Ireland (2012 Sahlberg Report). 

This beneficial policy objective increased the proportions of undergraduate students in the 
university, which, in turn, impacted negatively on the Universty’s ranking in some systems. 
This reflects the narrow and distorting views which can be encapsulated in university ranking 
methodologies.

The European Commission fund a ranking system (U-multirank) which focuses on the needs 
of students and end users, producing summaries of specific areas of interest (where measures 
are rated from ‘very good’ to ‘weak’) rather than a blunt ranking number, this provides a more 
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accurate view of how institutions are improving/changing year on year.

01/10/2019WRH01700School Transport Administration

01/10/2019WRH01800210. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the 
public services card will soon be required to make an appeal to his Department in relation to the 
provision of access to school transport schemes in view of the fact that under the current system 
of school transport appeals, if an appeal is submitted online or offline, no identity validation or 
description is required; the way in which or the reason a SAFE 2 level of identity authentication 
is now to be introduced as a core requirement of an appeal regarding a local school transport 
decision to the exclusion of all other forms of identification; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39568/19]

01/10/2019WRH01900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.  In the 2018/2019 school year over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with 
special educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary 
and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost 
of over €200m in 2018.

It is not currently a requirement to have a public services card to make an appeal to the 
School Transport Appeals Board in relation to a decision by my Department on an application 
for school transport.  It will not be part of the online school transport appeals process for the 
2019 scheme applications.

01/10/2019WRH02000School Services Staff

01/10/2019WRH02100211. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the engagement 
since 16 September 2019 with unions representing school secretaries in an effort to resolve the 
dispute; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39579/19]

01/10/2019WRH02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I recognise the very important 
work done by these staff, and the other support staff in the running of our schools.  I have spo-
ken to a number of school secretaries about their employment conditions and understand the 
issues they have raised.

Earlier this year I relaxed the moratorium for those C&C and ETB schools with enrolments 
of 700 and more which allow them to employ additional school secretaries up to a maximum of 
two per school. There are 91 schools in the C&C and ETB Sector who meet this criteria, based 
on the information currently available to this Department. This is an initial step and has taken 
immediate effect.

Schemes were initiated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of clerical officers and care-
takers in schools.  The schemes were withdrawn completely in 2008.  These schemes have been 
superseded by the more extensive capitation grant schemes.  The current grant scheme was 
agreed in the context of the Programme for Economic and Social Progress, published in 1991.  

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools now receive assistance to pro-
vide for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under these grant schemes.  It is a matter 
for each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular 
needs. Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff 
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taken on to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility 
for terms of employment rests with the school. 

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers, including through an indepen-
dent arbitration process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 
10% between 2016 and 2019 for staff and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 be phased in 
over that period.  This arbitration agreement covers the period up to 31 December 2019.  

The arbitration agreement was designed to be of greatest benefit to lower-paid secretaries 
and caretakers. For example, a secretary or caretaker who was paid the then minimum wage of 
€8.65 per hour in 2015 prior to the arbitration has from 1 January 2019, been paid €13 per hour 
which is a 50% increase in that individual’s hourly pay. 

Officials from my Department attended a meeting of the Joint Committee on Education and 
Skills on the 9th   of April to discuss the status of non-teaching staff.

In May this year officials from my Department had discussions with FÓRSA trade union 
representatives as part of a planned meeting. FÓRSA took the opportunity to formally table a 
pay claim.  

This was tabled as a follow-on claim from the current pay agreement for this cohort of staff 
which lasts until December 2019. The Department issued surveys on the 10th of July to estab-
lish the full current cost of the trade union’s claim. This is standard practice.

FÓRSA’s claim will be fully considered once the current costings have been determined 
on completion of the survey analysis.  In these circumstances any industrial action by FÓRSA 
members is considered unwarranted, not least because the period of the current arbitration 
agreement has not expired.  

Officials from the Department met with FÓRSA representatives last week. Management 
Bodies representing the employers of schools impacted by the action were also in attendance at 
the meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to further explore the details of the pay claim as 
presented by FÓRSA and the nature of the industrial action.  

The Department restated to the trade union that their claim will be fully considered once the 
current costings have been determined on completion of these surveys. The Department reiter-
ated its view to the union that any industrial action is premature and unwarranted, and called on 
FÓRSA to reconsider their action. 

As the Union has previously been advised, the Department remains fully open to having 
further dialogue with FÓRSA on completion of the survey work.

01/10/2019WRH02300Schools Building Projects Status

01/10/2019WRH02400212. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
provision of a new Gaelscoil primary school for areas (details supplied); when enrolment is ex-
pected to commence; the details of an additional ASD unit for the peninsula in view of a previ-
ous commitment given by him which stated that the provision of an ASD unit formed part of the 
delivery of the new primary school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39587/19]

01/10/2019WRH02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy may be aware, I 
recently announced that five new primary schools being established from 2020-2022, including 
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the new school to be established in Donabate in 2020, are being designated for Irish-medium 
education.  The patronage process for the new school will commence later this year, when par-
ents of eligible children in the school planning area will be asked to express their preference for 
patronage by way of an online survey called the Online Patronage Process System (OPPS). It 
will subsequently be a matter for the successful patron to make arrangements for enrolment for 
the following September.

The school will be established in September 2020 in suitable interim accommodation. The 
Department is also working on plans for the permanent accommodation. 

In the case of all new schools, it is general practice to include a Special Education Needs 
Base in the accommodation brief for new school buildings being constructed, unless local cir-
cumstances indicate that it will not be required.

01/10/2019WRH02600School Patronage

01/10/2019WRH02700213. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the online 
patronage process system for new primary schools to be established in 2020 will commence in 
order for parents of eligible children to be provided an opportunity to indicate their preferences 
for the patron body to run the school; the timeline for same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39588/19]

01/10/2019WRH02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will be aware, in 
April 2018 the Government announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools over the 
next four years (2019 to 2022). This announcement follows nationwide, demographic exercises 
carried out by my Department into the future need for primary and post-primary schools across 
the country. 

A patronage process is run after it has been decided, based on demographic analysis, that 
a new school is required.  This patronage process is open to all patron bodies and prospective 
patrons. Parental preferences for each patron, from parents of children who reside in the school 
planning areas concerned, together with the extent of diversity currently available in these ar-
eas, are key to decisions in relation to the outcome of this process. 

The Online Patronage Process System (OPPS) has been developed by my Department to 
provide objective information to parents and guardians which will allow them to make an in-
formed choice in expressing a preference for their preferred model of patronage for their child’s 
education. 

The patronage process for the new post-primary schools to be established in 2020 is cur-
rently open for parental preferences on the OPPS website and closes on October 4th.  

The patronage process for the primary schools to be established in September 2020, will 
commence later this year. Updates in relation to further patronage processes will be announced 
on the OPPS website (https://patronage.education.gov.ie/) and the Department’s website (www.
education.ie).

The patronage process for new schools is overseen by an external independent advisory 
group, the New Schools Establishment Group (NSEG). Following their consideration of my 
Department’s assessment reports, the NSEG will submit a report with recommendations to me 
for consideration and final decision. The assessment reports and the NSEG recommendations 
for all such patronage processes are made available on my Department’s website.
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01/10/2019WRH02900Construction Contracts

01/10/2019WRH03000214. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a contractor 
has been appointed to a college (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39617/19]

01/10/2019WRH03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, the 
project to which she refers has been devolved for delivery to Kildare and Wicklow Education 
and Training Board (KWETB). I can inform the Deputy that a preferred tenderer in respect of 
the project has been identified by KWETB. 

As the tender process in that respect has not yet concluded, I am not in a position to confirm 
the identity of the relevant contractor at this time. However, I can say that the school authority 
will be provided with this information as soon as the tender process has concluded, which is 
expected to happen shortly.

01/10/2019WRH03200Minor Works Scheme Payments

01/10/2019WRH03300215. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the minor works 
grant is being provided to schools for the 2019-2020 school year; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39670/19]

01/10/2019WRH03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department’s approach 
in relation to the Minor Works Grant is for it to be paid in either December or January of each 
school year. 

An announcement with regard to the timing of the payment of the Minor Works Grant for 
the current school year will be made in due course.

A total of just under €29m was paid out from my Department under the Minor Works Grant 
in 2018 for the school year 2018/19.

01/10/2019WRH03500Special Educational Needs Service Provision

01/10/2019WRH03600216. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of an appeal by a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39734/19]

01/10/2019WRH03700218. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of an application by a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39745/19]

01/10/2019WRH03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 216 and 218 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that DES Circulars 0007/2019 for primary schools and 0008/2019 
for post primary schools provide details of how the allocations of Special Education Teachers 
have been updated for schools from September 2019, based on updated profile data.

All schools have now received revised allocations for September 2019. 

As the re profiling occurred, some schools gained additional allocations, where the profile 
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indicator data indicates these schools have additional needs. Some schools received slightly 
reduced allocations, where the data indicates less need, and some schools maintained their ex-
isting allocations.

No school has lost a full special education teaching post as a result of the re profiling pro-
cess.

There  has also been be no reduction to the overall number of special education teaching 
posts within the school system. There are currently over 13,400 special education teachers in 
schools, an increase of 37% since 2011.

Under the allocation model, schools have been provided with a total allocation for special 
education needs support based on their school profile. 

The school referred to by the Deputy has 20 special education teaching hours, or 0.8 of a 
special education teacher post, for an enrolment of 83 pupils at the time the profile was devel-
oped.

Both my Department and the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) are commit-
ted to ensuring that all schools are treated equally and fairly in the manner in which their school 
profiles have been calculated.

Accordingly, a number of review processes have been put in place to support schools.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) published details of an appeal process 
for the 2019 allocation process for schools on their website www.ncse.ie.   

Schools were advised that the appeal will consider circumstances where schools considered 
that their school profile was calculated incorrectly, using the data set out in DES Circulars 007 
and 008 2019. An appeal could be submitted for a review of the information used and of the 
calculation of the allocation. 

The NCSE wrote to schools on 31st May, 2019 to advise them of the outcome of the appeals. 

A second process will be put in place to address circumstances where the school profile 
significantly changed following the allocation process e.g. a developing school where the net 
enrolment numbers significantly increased.

The criteria for qualification for mainstream school developing school posts are set out in 
the Primary and Post Primary School Staffing Schedule for the 2019/20 school year.

Schools who qualify for additional mainstream developing school posts, in accordance with 
these criteria, will also qualify for additional Special Education Teaching Allocations to take 
account of this developing status. 

Finally, it is acknowledged that there are some circumstances, which may arise in schools, 
which fall outside the appeals process, or allocations for developing school status. 

These relate to exceptional or emergency circumstances which could not have been an-
ticipated e.g. where the school profile changes very significantly, or where other exceptional 
circumstances have arisen in a school and which may require a review of schools capacity to 
provide additional teaching support for all pupils who need it in the school, or of their utilisation 
of their allocations.

A process will also be available where schools can seek a review of their allocations in the 
coming months, including the utilisation of their allocations, in circumstances where a school 
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considers that very exceptional circumstances have arisen subsequent to the development of 
the profile.  

This process will recommence in the coming weeks.

I am satisfied that there are in place a number of processes which can review the special 
education teacher allocation for schools where necessary.

The very significant levels of additional provision we have made in recent years to provide 
additional Special Education Teachers means that all schools are resourced to provide for the 
special educational needs of children in their schools.

01/10/2019WRH03900School Services Staff

01/10/2019WRH04000217. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
implement proper pay and working conditions as sought by school secretaries following the 
recent work stoppage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39737/19]

01/10/2019WRH04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I recognise the very important 
work done by these staff, and the other support staff in the running of our schools.  I have spo-
ken to a number of school secretaries about their employment conditions and understand the 
issues they have raised.

Earlier this year I relaxed the moratorium for those C&C and ETB schools with enrolments 
of 700 and more which allow them to employ additional school secretaries up to a maximum of 
two per school. There are 91 schools in the C&C and ETB Sector who meet this criteria, based 
on the information currently available to this Department. This is an initial step and has taken 
immediate effect.

Schemes were initiated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of clerical officers and care-
takers in schools.  The schemes were withdrawn completely in 2008.  These schemes have been 
superseded by the more extensive capitation grant schemes.  The current grant scheme was 
agreed in the context of the Programme for Economic and Social Progress, published in 1991.  

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools now receive assistance to pro-
vide for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under these grant schemes.  It is a matter 
for each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular 
needs. Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff 
taken on to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility 
for terms of employment rests with the school. 

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers, including through an indepen-
dent arbitration process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 
10% between 2016 and 2019 for staff and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 be phased in 
over that period.  This arbitration agreement covers the period up to 31 December 2019.  

The arbitration agreement was designed to be of greatest benefit to lower-paid secretaries 
and caretakers. For example, a secretary or caretaker who was paid the then minimum wage of 
€8.65 per hour in 2015 prior to the arbitration has from 1 January 2019, been paid €13 per hour 
which is a 50% increase in that individual’s hourly pay. 

Officials from my Department attended a meeting of the Joint Committee on Education and 
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Skills on the 9th   of April to discuss the status of non-teaching staff.

In May this year officials from my Department had discussions with FÓRSA trade union 
representatives as part of a planned meeting. FÓRSA took the opportunity to formally table a 
pay claim.  

This was tabled as a follow-on claim from the current pay agreement for this cohort of staff 
which lasts until December 2019. The Department issued surveys on the 10th of July to estab-
lish the full current cost of the trade union’s claim. This is standard practice.

FÓRSA’s claim will be fully considered once the current costings have been determined 
on completion of the survey analysis.  In these circumstances any industrial action by FÓRSA 
members is considered unwarranted, not least because the period of the current arbitration 
agreement has not expired.  

Officials from the Department met with FÓRSA representatives last week. Management 
Bodies representing the employers of schools impacted by the action were also in attendance at 
the meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to further explore the details of the pay claim as 
presented by FÓRSA and the nature of the industrial action.  

The Department restated to the trade union that their claim will be fully considered once the 
current costings have been determined on completion of these surveys.   The Department reiter-
ated its view to the union that any industrial action is premature and unwarranted, and called on 
FÓRSA to reconsider their action. 

As the Union has previously been advised, the Department remains fully open to having 
further dialogue with FÓRSA on completion of the survey work.

  Question No. 218 answered with Question No. 216.

01/10/2019WRH04300Special Educational Needs Service Provision

01/10/2019WRH04400219. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
an application for a SNA for a child (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39757/19]

01/10/2019WRH04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
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leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.  

As this question relates to a particular child, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.

01/10/2019WRH04600Schools Building Projects Status

01/10/2019WRH04700220. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the length of 
time a school (details supplied) has been at the pre-qualification stage; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39758/19]

01/10/2019WRH04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): This building project is in-
cluded in my Department’s Construction Programme which is being delivered under the Na-
tional Development Plan.

The project is currently at Stage 2B of the Architectural Planning process – Detailed De-
sign Stage which includes securing statutory approvals and the preparation of tender docu-
ments. The pre-qualification of contractors process to compile a shortlist of suitable contractors 
is complete and tender documentation is being finalised.  

Stage 2(b) Detailed Design is arguably the most complex and detailed of all the stages in 
Architectural Planning. In addition to securing the necessary statutory approvals it also includes 
the preparation of complex and detailed tender documents. In completing Stage 2(b), Design 
Teams are now required to upgrade design details to ensure that new school buildings are Near 
Zero Energy Buildings (NZEB) in compliance with the 2017 amendment to Part L of the cur-
rent Building Regulations.

The next step for this project is Stage 3 - tender stage which normally takes 7-8 months to 
complete. My Department will be in contact shortly with the school and Design Team regarding 
the progression of this project.

01/10/2019WRH04900Schools Building Projects Status

01/10/2019WRH05000221. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a build-
ing project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39761/19]

01/10/2019WRH05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am aware that the project 
to which the Deputy refers provides for two mainstream classrooms and a WC for assisted us-
ers under my Department’s Additional Accommodation Scheme. I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that this project has been approved to proceed to the planning application stage. 
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The project has been devolved for delivery to the school authority so it is now a matter for 
the Board of Management to advance the project.

01/10/2019WRH05200State Examinations

01/10/2019WRH05300222. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding payments to examiners under the SEC; if there are delays; and when outstanding pay-
ments will issue. [39775/19]

01/10/2019WRH05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions. 

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

01/10/2019WRH05500Schools Amalgamation

01/10/2019WRH05600223. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
amalgamation of the national schools in Cahir, County Tipperary; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39782/19]

01/10/2019WRH05700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the decision making authority for any amalgamation belongs to the Patron/Trustees of the 
school, and this is subject to the approval of the Department. My Department understands that 
the school authority will consider the timing of the amalgamation in the context of the delivery 
of the building project. The project is currently at stage 3, tender stage, of the architectural plan-
ning process.

01/10/2019WRH05800School Curriculum

01/10/2019WRH05900224. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the agencies that have 
been permitted to provide sex education in schools; and the amount each agency has received 
for its services in each of the past five years. [39793/19]

01/10/2019WRH06000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The engagement of exter-
nal providers to support delivery of the curriculum is a matter for the board of management of 
the school in question.

Department Circulars set out the best practice guidelines for engagement of external facili-
tators for schools at Post Primary and Primary level and can be found at the following links: 

https://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0043_2018.pdf.

https://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0042_2018.pdf.

01/10/2019WRJ00200School Transport

01/10/2019WRJ00300225. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the addition-
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al funding the Minister of State for training and skills is of the view will be made available 
through his Department will be able to provide a service for students (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39795/19]

01/10/2019WRJ00400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.  In the 2018/2019 school year over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with 
special educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary 
and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost 
of over €200m in 2018. 

The purpose of the scheme is, having regard to available resources, to support the transport 
to and from school of children who reside remote from their nearest school. 

Children are generally eligible for school transport if they satisfy the distance criteria and 
are attending their nearest school.

All children who are eligible for school transport and who have completed the application 
process on time have been accommodated on school transport services where such services are 
in operation for the 2019/2020 school year.  

Children who are not eligible for school transport, but who completed the application pro-
cess on time, are considered for spare seats that may exist after eligible children have been 
facilitated; such seats are referred to as concessionary seats. Where the number of applications 
from non-eligible children exceeds the number of spare seats available, tickets are allocated us-
ing a random selection process.   

Under the terms of the scheme, the number of spare seats varies from year to year, based on 
the capacity of the buses running on all of the various routes and the number of eligible chil-
dren accommodated on each route. Hence there is no guarantee that a non-eligible child who 
received a place in a previous year will receive a seat the following year.  It is included in the 
terms and conditions on the Bus Éireann online application that availability of seats may vary 
from year to year and that concessionary transport cannot be guaranteed for the duration of a 
child’s education. 

Bus Éireann has confirmed that the pupil referred to by the Deputy is not attending their 
nearest post-primary centre and is therefore not eligible for transport.  Bus Éireann has also 
confirmed that the service in question is operating to capacity.

01/10/2019WRJ00500Schools Building Projects Status

01/10/2019WRJ00600226. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
on the delivery of a new school building for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39817/19]

01/10/2019WRJ00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, a 
project has been included on my Department’s Capital Programme to provide permanent ac-
commodation for the school referred to. 

In order to progress this project, a new site is required. In this regard, officials in Sligo 
County Council are working under the Memorandum of Understanding for the acquisition of 
school sites to secure a site for the school.   When a suitable site is identified and agreed for 
purchase, the project can advance into architectural planning. 
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I can assure the Deputy that my Department is making every effort to progress the site ac-
quisition.

01/10/2019WRJ00800Special Educational Needs Service Provision

01/10/2019WRJ00900227. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a person 
(details supplied) is not receiving the necessary supports to ensure their full participation in 
junior infants at a school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39830/19]

01/10/2019WRJ01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources.

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.  

As this question relates to a particular child, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.

01/10/2019WRJ01100Education Data

01/10/2019WRJ01200228. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he is tak-
ing to address issues raised in a new report by an organisation (details supplied) which shows 
schools need far greater capacity to meet the learning, language and socio-emotional needs of 
young refugees and to support them in their transition to school; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39869/19]
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01/10/2019WRJ01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): With regard to the report re-
ferred to by the Deputy, a number of recommendations have already been implemented by my 
Department, prior to the publication of the report. 

 In 2018, my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) and Inspec-
torate conducted an appraisal of the education settings in the  Emergency Reception Orienta-
tion Centres (EROCs) and made a number of recommendations. These recommendations were 
followed up by my Department at the time and arrangements have been put in place to support 
the education of pupils residing in EROCs, including arranging for supports and transition to 
mainstream schools.  

The current situation is that, in general, primary school age children are provided with on-
site education in EROC schools for an initial period and transition to mainstream schools when 
school ready. Post-primary students are enrolled in local mainstream as soon as possible.

Access to supports from NEPS and the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) and 
access to continuing professional development (CPD) through the Professional Development 
Support Services is available for teaching staff in the EROCs. My Department has also pro-
vided additional resources to the EROCs to support the transition of children to local schools.

 With regard to the needs of pupils at the time of resettlement, my Department provides a 
range of supports in schools to meet the identified additional educational needs of the children 
and young people in the primary and post-primary systems.  At both primary and post-primary 
levels, additional language supports are provided for students who do not speak English as their 
first language to allow individual students to participate in mainstream education on a par with 
their peers. Schools should consider how best to support any additional needs in the context 
of the Continuum of Support if appropriate. If the principal of a receiving school has specific 
concerns, or requires some advice in relation to observed needs they may consult their assigned 
NEPS psychologist.

01/10/2019WRJ01400Teachers’ Remuneration

01/10/2019WRJ01500229. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing pay restoration for teachers here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39888/19]

01/10/2019WRJ01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The public service agreements 
have allowed a programme of pay restoration for public servants to start. The starting salary for 
a new entrant teacher in 2012 was €30,702. As a result of the programme of pay restoration, the 
starting salary of a teacher is now €36,953 and from 1 October 2020 onwards will be €37,692.

Section 11 of the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 provides that “the Minister [for 
Public Expenditure and Reform] shall, within three months of the passing of this Act, prepare 
and lay before the Oireachtas a report on the cost of and a plan in dealing with pay equalisation 
for new entrants to the public service.”

The report laid before the Oireachtas on foot of this provision by the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform assesses the cost of a further change which would provide a two 
scale point adjustment to new entrants recruited since 2011. The total cost of such an adjust-
ment across the public sector is of the order of €200 million, of which Education accounts for 
€83 million. The report also acknowledges that, during the financial crisis, there were policy 
changes which affected remuneration in different occupations across the public sector (includ-
ing education).
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The matter of new entrant pay is a cross sectoral issue, not just an issue for the education 
sector alone. The Government supports the gradual, negotiated repeal of the FEMPI legislation, 
having due regard to the priority to improve public services and in recognition of the essential 
role played by public servants.

On 24 September 2018, an agreement was reached between the Government and the public 
services committee of ICTU in respect of new entrant pay.

This agreement will benefit 16,000 teachers and nearly 5,000 SNAs within the education 
sector. The deal provides for a series of incremental jumps for new entrants.

I am fully aware that the teacher unions have outstanding issues of concern following the 
September 2018 agreement. These outstanding matters will be given full consideration. This 
will happen either in the context of any pay review mechanism agreed by the parties to the 
Public Service Stability Agreement, or in the context of the next round of pay talks. The posi-
tions of each of the parties on these matters must be given due regard in endeavouring to reach 
a mutually agreed resolution.

The current series of restorative measures for new entrants have been achieved through con-
tinued engagement and collective bargaining between the Government and the public service 
unions and shows the benefits that such engagement can bring.

01/10/2019WRJ01700School Staff

01/10/2019WRJ01800230. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the allocation of a weekly release day for teaching principals; his views on this policy; 
if he will create national clusters of panels to cover this release; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39889/19]

01/10/2019WRJ01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Since my appointment as Min-
ister for Education and Skills I have met with a number of Teaching Principals and I appreciate 
the pressures they face. In Budget 2019, school leadership is again supported with an additional 
release day for teaching principals in primary schools and a further four additional release days 
for teaching principals in schools with special classes. These additional release days - 18, 24, 
and 30 depending on the size of the school - will be effective from 1st September 2019.  

This builds on measures in previous budgets, including €0.4 million made available in Bud-
get 2018 to fund almost 4600 additional release days for teaching principals in primary schools. 
This funding provided an increase in the number of release days available to teaching principals 
in the 2018/19 school year to 17, 23 or 29 days depending on the size of the school. 

Since September 2018, there are arrangements in place for schools to cluster their principal 
release days into a full-time post which will assist teaching principals to more effectively plan 
their release days for the benefit of the school.

Any additional increase in principal release days will have to be considered as part of the 
annual budgetary process, alongside the many other demands in the education sector.

01/10/2019WRJ02000Capital Expenditure Programme

01/10/2019WRJ02100231. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the final 
agreed tender price, the date of the tender for the contract and the final overall amount actually 
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paid and the date of the final payment in respect of each capital expenditure project completed 
since 1 January 2014 by his Department or an agency under the remit of his Department and 
which ended up costing €10 million or more in tabular form; the reason the final amount paid 
exceeded the final tender price; the details available in respect of projects in which construction 
is not complete to date or in which the final settlement account has not been agreed to date; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39922/19]

01/10/2019WRJ02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I will arrange for a response 
to issue directly to the Deputy in relation to this question.

01/10/2019WRJ02300School Transport

01/10/2019WRJ02400232. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will address 
a matter regarding school transport (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39934/19]

01/10/2019WRJ02500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of my Depart-
ment.  In the 2018/2019 school year over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with 
special educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary 
and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost 
of over €200m in 2018.

The Bus Éireann audited accounts are available on my Department’s website for the years 
2006 onwards and they contain the information sought by the Deputy in regard to costs of the 
school transport scheme.

01/10/2019WRJ02600School Transport

01/10/2019WRJ02700233. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will address 
a matter regarding school transport (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39935/19]

01/10/2019WRJ02800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.  In the 2018/2019 school year over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with 
special educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary 
and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost 
of over €200m in 2018.

The Department has not made misleading statements in regard to the matter referred to by 
the Deputy and accordingly the question of correcting records does not arise.

01/10/2019WRJ02900Minor Works Scheme

01/10/2019WRJ03000234. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
minor works grant for a school (details supplied) for 2019; if the school is receiving this grant 
in 2019; when is it likely to be paid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39937/19]

01/10/2019WRJ03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department’s approach 
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in relation to the Minor Works Grant is for it to be paid in either December or January of each 
school year. 

An announcement with regard to the timing of the payment of the Minor Works Grant for 
the current school year will be made in due course.

A total of just under €29m was paid out from my Department under the Minor Works Grant 
in 2018 for the school year 2018/19.

01/10/2019WRJ03200Summer Works Scheme

01/10/2019WRJ03300235. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a summer works 
scheme application by a school (details supplied) will be granted due to the circumstances; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39953/19]

01/10/2019WRJ03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school referred to by the 
Deputy has submitted an application for replacement of corroded load bearing PVC windows 
to front and rear of school (Category 7) under my Department’s multi-annual Summer Works 
Scheme (SWS) 2020 onwards.

I wish to advise the Deputy that commensurate with the level of funding available for the 
SWS in 2020, applications will be assessed on a top down basis in accordance with the priori-
tisation criteria outlined in the governing Circular Letter for the Scheme. This Circular Letter 
(0027/2019) is available on my Department’s website www.education.ie.

01/10/2019WRJ03500School Curriculum

01/10/2019WRJ03600236. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
placing the time for religious faith formation outside of core school hours; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39974/19]

01/10/2019WRJ03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Religious education is one of 
the seven curricular areas of the Primary School Curriculum (1999) and schools are currently 
required to allocate thirty minutes per day for religious education.  However, unlike other sub-
ject areas, the content of the religious curriculum provided by primary schools is not set by the 
Department of Education and Skills. Section 30 of the Education Act (1998) provides that time 
will be made available in the school day to teach curriculum that arises from the characteristic 
spirit of the school.  This means that the content of the religious education programme in a pri-
mary school is determined by the patron of the school.  

Under the Constitution and the provisions of Section 30(2)(e) of the Education Act 1998 
parents have a right to have their children opt out of any subject which is contrary to the con-
science of the parent of the student or in the case of a student who has reached the age of 18 
years, the student themself.  

The manner in which any school ensures that the right to opt out of any class including 
religion is upheld is a matter for the school concerned. The precise nature of the arrangements 
have to be considered by each school having regards to the particular circumstances  in question 
including factors such as the numbers of children involved, the ages of those children and the 
availability of staff and physical space in the school concerned.  

The Advisory Group to the Forum on Patronage and Pluralism in the Primary Sector (2012) 
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acknowledged that denominational religious education, including faith formation and sacra-
mental preparation are long-established features of the primary system. With regard to denomi-
national religious education in primary schools, the Forum’s Report did not recommend that it 
be removed from the school day.  

However, the Advisory Group had concerns about the amount of time which can be devoted 
to sacramental preparation in some schools and they recommended that it should not be allowed 
to encroach on time allocated for the general curriculum.  They also recommended on-going 
discussion with parents and clergy in this regard. 

Multi-denominational schools, such as Community National Schools, teach a multi-belief 
and values curriculum, which is inclusive of all children. In such schools, faith formation and 
preparation for religious sacraments takes place outside of school hours.

01/10/2019WRJ03800Parental Leave

01/10/2019WRJ03900237. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the 
social insurance based parental leave benefit scheme announced as part of budget 2019; if the 
scheme will be in place by November 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39317/19]

01/10/2019WRJ04000Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stan-
ton):  As the Deputy will be aware, on 23 April 2019, the Government announced that it had ap-
proved the priority drafting of the Parental Leave and Benefit Bill 2019. The proposed legisla-
tion will provide for two weeks of parental leave and benefit for all new parents in employment 
or self-employment in respect of babies born on or after 1 November 2019. This will facilitate 
parents in spending more time with their babies in their critical first 12 months.  I expect the 
Bill to be published shortly.

01/10/2019WRJ04100Visa Applications

01/10/2019WRJ04200238. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position re-
garding revised advice to volunteer visa applicants regarding the policy on the volunteering in 
Ireland scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39374/19]

01/10/2019WRJ04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that revised procedures for persons wishing to travel to 
Ireland as volunteers were introduced on 30 April 2018. 

These procedures provide for a preclearance process to facilitate and streamline entry to the 
State. The preclearance process applies to both visa and non-visa required non-EEA nationals.  
One of the key objectives of the revised procedures is to provide certainty to all applicants prior 
to their arrival that they will be permitted to enter the State as volunteers and make their im-
migration process as straightforward as possible both at the port of entry and on registration of 
their immigration permission once in the State.

Under the Volunteer in Ireland Scheme, qualifying volunteers are permitted to enter and re-
main in the State for up to two  years, where there is a demonstrated need for their services and 
subject to compliance with all other immigration requirements that apply in individual cases.   

Full details of the scheme is available on the INIS website at http://www.inis.gov.ie/en/
INIS/Pages/volunteering-in-ireland
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01/10/2019WRJ04400Visa Applications

01/10/2019WRJ04500239. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a person (details 
supplied) can be facilitated with a partnership visa application before their current residency 
permit expires; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39547/19]

01/10/2019WRJ04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that the person concerned has an ongoing application for 
permission to remain in the State based on her De Facto relationship with an Irish national. I am 
further advised that the person concerned holds temporary permission to remain, which is due 
to expire on 22 November 2019. 

My Department is currently dealing with De Facto applications received in April 2019. It is 
envisaged that the De Facto application of the person concerned would be finalised before the 
expiry of her temporary permission to remain.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual Immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

01/10/2019WRJ04700Cross-Border Co-operation

01/10/2019WRJ04800240. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the possibil-
ity of increased crime, smuggling and fraud in Northern Ireland and at the Border region was 
discussed during his most recent meeting with his UK counterparts; and his plans to deal with 
same. [38505/19]

01/10/2019WRJ04900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, policing in the border region has always presented particular challenges.  These neces-
sitate a collaborative approach to policing with law enforcement agencies north and south of 
the border. 

In November 2015, the British and Irish Governments and the Northern Ireland Execu-
tive agreed a series of measures in the agreement A Fresh Start, The Stormont Agreement and 
Implementation Plan, as part of a concerted and enhanced effort to tackle organised and cross 
jurisdictional crime.  These measures included the creation of the Joint Agency Task Force. 

Both Governments are determined that, regardless of the political outcome of Brexit, the 
excellent ongoing cooperation between An Garda Síochána and the Police Service of Northern 
Ireland must and will continue to combat the threat posed by dissidents and criminals that seek 
to exploit the policing challenges posed by the border.

Last week, I attended the 17th Annual Cross Border Conference on Organised Crime in Co. 
Cavan, aimed at enhancing cooperation between law enforcement agencies on both sides of the 
border, particularly in relation to cross border organised criminality and related issues. I met 
with the Permanent Secretary of the Northern Ireland Department of Justice, the Garda Com-
missioner and the Chief Constable of the PSNI in the margins of this conference, where we dis-
cussed matters relating to security in the border region, both now and in the context of Brexit. 

I recently spoke to the Home Secretary and have also met the new Secretary of State for 
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Northern Ireland.  I can assure the Deputy that I took these opportunities to reaffirm our deep 
commitment to continuing the close working relationship that we have with our colleagues in 
Northern Ireland and the United Kingdom and we discussed matters including security and 
risks in the Border region.  

It is also important to note that the Garda Commissioner recently made an operational deci-
sion to establish an additional Armed Support Unit (ASU) in Cavan which became operational 
this week.  It will complement the work of the Units nationwide, including those in Ballyshan-
non, Co. Donegal and Dundalk, Co. Louth in the Northern Region.  

The Northern region also continues to benefit from the accelerated recruitment to An Garda 
Síochána as part of the Government’s plan to achieve an overall Garda workforce of 21,000 per-
sonnel by 2021, supported by the unprecedented level of Government funding to the organisa-
tion.  Garda strength in the Northern Region has increased to approximately 1,500, an increase 
of 150 Gardaí since the end of 2017.  These Gardaí are supported by approximately 150 Garda 
staff in the region, which represents an increase of almost 30% over the past 3 years, which 
means that additional Gardaí can be redeployed from administrative to operational policing du-
ties where their training and policing expertise can be used to best effect.

Requirements in the region will in the usual way be kept under ongoing review by Garda 
management. In the event that a “no deal” Brexit gives rise to additional requirements in border 
areas, I understand from the Commissioner that further resources can and will be provided as 
needed.

01/10/2019WRJ05000Crime Prevention

01/10/2019WRJ05100241. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the role his De-
partment will have with respect to the newly established National Rural Safety Forum; and the 
funding that will be provided by his Department to the operating costs of the forum. [39710/19]

01/10/2019WRJ05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, during the National Ploughing Championships, I launched the National Rural Safety 
Forum, a new body which brings together the Department of Justice, An Garda Síochána, and 
the Department of Rural and Community Development alongside national organisations such 
as City and County Management Association, the NTA, ESB Networks, and local organisations 
such as the Irish Farmers Association, Muintir na Tíre, and the GAA.

The overall purpose of the Forum is to provide community reassurance, to develop and 
utilise a nationwide communications network for the distribution of crime prevention advice, 
to increase engagement within communities and to prevent and to reduce the opportunity for 
crime.

The members of the forum will first engage at a local level, allowing communities to bring 
their concerns and priorities to the table. National meetings of the forum will then be held on a 
quarterly basis, where the forum members will share their findings and collaborate to produce 
practical messages, information and advice, to be shared with rural communities and through 
the network of the Forum. 

The key first meetings of the Forum have been held. Indeed the first message developed 
through the work of the forum has also been produced. This message relates to marking per-
sonal property for ease of recovery and return in the event of theft or burglary and it is due to 
be circulated imminently, via email to the combined reach of the Forum, consisting of over 1 
million households nationwide. 
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There will also be a nationwide engagement day in hundreds of locations on Friday 22   No-
vember 2019. The full details of this day are still being finalised, but it is certain tobe a great 
opportunity for members of the public to meet with their local community Garda, who will be 
able to discuss issues of local concern and offer practical crime prevention advice.

It is not currently envisaged that the Forum will incur significant costs going forward; how-
ever, should this change, my Department will re-examine funding of the Forum as the situation 
calls for it. 

The National Rural Safety Forum is an initiative which I am delighted to support, as Min-
ister for Justice and Equality.  It is a practical measure which I am confident will make a major 
contribution to many communities nationwide.

01/10/2019WRJ05300Direct Provision System

01/10/2019WRJ05400242. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the families in 
direct provision centres are there on a voluntary basis in view of the comments by the Taoiseach 
on a television programme (details supplied); if many have applied for HAP to allow them to 
be accommodated outside centres; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39270/19]

01/10/2019WRJ05500Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I can confirm to the Deputy that all applicants for international protection who are residents of 
accommodation centres are there voluntarily. The offer of accommodation and related services 
to applicants is just that - an offer. There is no obligation on any applicant to accept that offer 
and there is no restriction on their freedom of movement throughout the State. Some applicants 
choose to stay with friends or family who are already living in the State or to source and provide 
for their own private accommodation if they have independent means. 

Applicants who have been granted a labour market access permission and are employed 
or in self-employment now have the economic independence to allow them to make further 
choices regarding their accommodation situation. To date, the Minister for Justice and Equality 
has granted over 3,100 labour market access permissions. 

International protection applicants have a temporary permission to remain in the State while 
their application is being examined and are therefore ineligible for social housing supports like 
HAP.  

There are, however, approximately 850 people with an international protection status or a 
permission to remain who continue to reside in our accommodation centres. These people are 
no longer applicants and are no longer in the international protection process. They have the 
same right to housing assistance and supports as Irish nationals and EEA citizens. The Interna-
tional Protection Accommodation Service (IPAS) of my Department does not record how many 
of these people have applied for the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP). People with status or 
permission to remain seeking accommodation in the wider community can choose to apply for 
HAP, or they may wish to use other means to pay for their accommodation.

My Department has engaged DePaul Ireland, the Jesuit Refugee Service and the Peter 
McVerry Trust to provide assistance to them to find accommodation. Information supplied to 
us by these organisations indicates that most people who find accommodation are availing of 
the HAP.  In addition, my Department is working with other Government Departments, local 
authorities and the City and County Managers’ Association to help these people to transition to 
longer-term accommodation in the community.
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01/10/2019WRJ05600Direct Provision System

01/10/2019WRJ05700243. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there has been 
a reduction in the number of adults or families that live in direct provision centres since the 
rules to allow them to work have been changed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39271/19]

01/10/2019WRJ05800Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The European Communities (Reception Conditions) Regulations 2018 came into effect from 30 
June 2018. One of the key provisions of the regulations was to give broader access to the labour 
market for International Protection applicants. 

Eligible applicants can apply to the Labour Market Access Unit (LMAU) of the Immigra-
tion Service of my Department, for a labour market permission. The permission covers both 
employment and self-employment and is granted to eligible applicants for six months. The 
permission is renewable until there is a final decision on their protection application.  Eligible 
applicants have access to all sectors of employment, with the exception of the Civil and Public 
Service, An Garda Síochána, and the Irish Defence Forces. 

I am advised by the International Protection Accommodation Services (IPAS) of my Depart-
ment that as of 26 September 2019, there are a total of 7,355 persons residing in accommoda-
tion provided by IPAS.  This represents an overall increase of 1,827 persons from the date of the 
signing of the The European Communities (Reception Conditions) Regulations 2018.  

In this regard the Deputy may wish to note that direct provision services are offered to 
those who come to Ireland and apply for international protection (asylum). These services are 
demand led and generally it is difficult to predict demand far in advance. Therefore, it is not 
possible to link the introduction of the right to work for protection applicants with any change 
in the number of adults or families living in direct provision centres, as application numbers are 
impacted by a number of factors, including international developments.

01/10/2019WRJ05900Asylum Applications Data

01/10/2019WRJ06000244. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the average 
length of time it takes to review and assess asylum applications for those families being accom-
modated in direct provision centres on a long-term basis; if changes have been introduced to 
address same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39272/19]

01/10/2019WRJ06100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): On 31 December 2016, I 
commenced the International Protection Act 2015. This was the biggest reform to the system 
in twenty years and it introduced a single application procedure where all aspects of a person’s 
application (refugee status, subsidiary protection status and permission to remain) are examined 
and determined in one process. Prior to this, the three strands were examined sequentially and 
this could lead to long delays in obtaining a final decision.

Upon the commencement of the 2015 Act, approximately 3,500 legacy cases were carried 
over to be dealt with under the new single application procedure (1,500 of these cases were 
from the former Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner and 2,000 from the former 
Refugee Appeals Tribunal).  A further 500 cases transitioned in the months following com-
mencement.  These cases would have been the longest in the system at the commencement of 
the Act.  
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The International Protection Office (IPO) committed to scheduling these legacy cases for 
interview by the end of 2018 and for completion by the end of Q2 2019, where possible.

The IPO achieved the first part of this commitment in 2018 by scheduling all transition 
cases for interview, where it was possible to do so. The vast majority of the legacy cases have 
now been processed to completion in the IPO, and the focus is now on post commencement 
single procedure cases.  

Some legacy cases will continue to be dealt with including transition applicants who have 
not co-operated up to this point and are now re-engaging with the process, applicants who 
have come back into the process through Judicial Review, or for other reasons.  These cases 
are prioritised and scheduled for interview at the earliest possible opportunity and processed 
accordingly.

New applicants arriving today at the International Protection Office (IPO), who complete 
their questionnaire, are being scheduled for interview as follows: 

- for prioritised applications, within 5 months of application; and

- for non-prioritised applications, within 8 to 10 months. 

Prioritised cases include applicants from refugee generating countries like Syria or Eritrea 
or from especially vulnerable groups like unaccompanied minors.  

The IPO target is to issue its recommendation within 8 weeks after the interview.  This is, 
however, dependent on the complexity of the case. The overall median processing time for ap-
plications processed under the International Protection Act 2015 to end August 2019 is 15.7 
months with prioritised cases being processed in 8.7 months.

Processing times are being monitored on an ongoing basis and the IPO continue to work on 
means to further improve them. The aim is to reduce processing times for first instance recom-
mendations to 9 months.

01/10/2019WRK00200Direct Provision System

01/10/2019WRK00300245. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
legal cases that are ongoing for those families that are still being accommodated in direct provi-
sion centres; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39273/19]

01/10/2019WRK00400Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): I 
must inform the Deputy that it is not possible to accurately determine the number of legal cases 
taken by families or individuals who are accommodated in a direct provision centre.

I can say that presently there are 460 Judicial Reviews against the Department of Justice and 
Equality taken by applicants who are entitled to access direct provision if they so wish.  These 
are comprised of 207 cases against International Protection Office decisions and 257 against 
International Protection Appeals Tribunal decisions.  A single case can involve one person or a 
family or other group of 2 or more people. It not possible to determine how many of the cases 
involve persons currently living in direct provision. The court papers may not outline such cir-
cumstances as the living arrangements of the applicant(s) is not relevant to the legal issue or the 
facts of the case, nor is the fact that someone is taking a judicial review relating to their decision 
determinative of their entitlement to access the direct provision system. 

In addition to Judicial Reviews, the Department has 20 active legal files currently with the 
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State Claims Agency. However, it is not possible to definitely say (a) if they are part of fami-
lies or individuals, or (b) if there are other public liability actions where residents have taken 
cases against any commercial company that runs a direct provision centre and in taking a le-
gal case has not named the Department or the Minister as a respondent in the case.

01/10/2019WRK00500Garda Data

01/10/2019WRK00600246. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of op-
erational gardaí on duty across all stations in north County Kildare on each Saturday in August 
2019, in tabular form by station; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39278/19]

01/10/2019WRK00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Garda Commissioner 
has responsibility for managing An Garda Síochána and for the allocation of Garda resources, 
in light of identified operational demands. This includes responsibility for personnel matters.  
As Minister I have no direct role in these matters.  I understand however that Garda manage-
ment keeps the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends 
and policing priorities, to ensure their optimum use.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that the number of Gardaí on operational duty at any 
given time can vary, for operational reasons.  The Deputy may however wish to be aware that 
as at 31 August 2019 there were 393 Gardaí assigned to the Kildare Division. 

01/10/2019WRK00800Court Sittings

01/10/2019WRK00900247. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the OPW 
has carried out a recent assessment of Carndonagh Court House, Carndonagh, County Done-
gal; if issues have been identified; if so, his plans to remedy same; the timeframe involved; if 
the OPW will work with the Courts Service to ensure a temporary venue is made available in 
Carndonagh and that court sittings continue to be held in Carndonagh; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39318/19]

01/10/2019WRK01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts, includ-
ing the provision of accommodation for court sittings, is the responsibility of the Courts Ser-
vice, which is independent in exercising its functions. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and have 
been advised by the Courts Service that immediate health and safety issues were identified by 
the Office of Public Works following an inspection of Carndonagh Courthouse. As a result, un-
fortunately, court hearings could not continue at the courthouse in the short term. 

The Courts Service is currently undertaking a review of all its courthouses. In view of the 
serious circumstances in Carndonagh, priority has been given to this courthouse and it is antici-
pated that this review will be carried out within the next three months.

I understand that the sitting of Carndonagh District Court, which sits once per month has 
been transferred to the nearest Courthouse, Buncrana Courthouse, which is just under 20 kms 
distance from Carndonagh. Carndonagh District Court will continue to sit in Buncrana Court-
house until the review is complete.
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01/10/2019WRK01100Garda Powers

01/10/2019WRK01200248. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention 
has been drawn to ongoing public concern regarding the dangers of the widespread illegal use 
of scramblers and quad-bikes; if his attention has been further drawn to the fact that An Garda 
Síochána is requesting new powers to enable it to tackle this issue in public parks and other off-
road situations; if urgent consideration will be given to providing An Garda Síochána powers 
to confiscate the vehicles when they are being used illegally; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39324/19]

01/10/2019WRK01300293. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress that has 
been made in relation to the dangerous use of scrambler and quad bikes; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39873/19]

01/10/2019WRK01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 248 and 293 together.

I would like to begin by stating clearly that my officials, alongside their colleagues in the 
Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and An Garda Síochána, are striving to find solu-
tions to this complex policing issue. 

As I have outlined in previous Parliamentary Responses, a cross-agency group has been ex-
amining the misuse of scramblers. This process has involved my Department, the Department 
of Transport, Tourism and Sport, Housing, Planning and Local Government and Culture, Heri-
tage and the Gaeltacht, as well as An Garda Síochána, the Road Safety Authority, the Revenue 
Commissioners and representatives of local authorities. 

On foot of advice from the Office of the Attorney General, it was agreed by all attendees at 
the last meeting of the group that, in the main, current legislative provisions appeared to be suf-
ficient. Nonetheless it was also agreed that the group would remain open to considering work-
able legislative solutions to any specific legislative gaps specifically identified by An Garda 
Síochána.

My officials wrote to the Garda Commissioner to seek his formal views on the matter. A 
response was received on 28 June and has since been shared with the Department of Transport, 
Tourism and Sport, as a primary contributor to the work of the cross-agency group. The re-
sponse from the Office of the Garda Commissioner does suggest potential legislative changes 
which the organisation believes could assist in improving policing in this area.

These proposals are receiving detailed consideration in my Department and it is expected 
that the cross-agency group will reconvene shortly to further scrutinise these proposals and to 
ascertain whether they can be progressed alongside targeted enforcement measures, awareness 
raising and youth engagement, which will be key to success in combatting this behaviour.

01/10/2019WRK01500Fire Safety

01/10/2019WRK01600249. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is satisfied that 
legislation in relation to the sale and use of fireworks is effective and fit for purpose; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39332/19]

01/10/2019WRK01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy has asked a 
question in relation to legislation on the sale and use of fireworks. 
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I would first explain that fireworks,  as explosives, are regulated under national and EU leg-
islation.  Accordingly, fireworks can only be imported into the country under licence and stored 
and sold in accordance with explosives law.  

I am satisfied that the current law in Ireland governing the use of fireworks is particularly 
robust. 

As Deputies may be aware, fireworks are classified into four separate categories, depend-
ing on their level of hazard and whether they require specialist knowledge for use.  Category 
F1 is the least hazardous category and covers party poppers and sparklers, while Category F4 
represents the most hazardous.

In the interests of safety and security, it is Government policy to restrict the availability of 
the more hazardous fireworks to the general public - including categories F2, F3 and F4.  A 
licence is required to import fireworks in any of these categories. 

I can further confirm that licences under the Explosives Act are issued by my Department 
only for the importation of fireworks which are to be used in organised displays conducted by 
professional and competent operators. 

Under Part 6 of the Criminal Justice Act 2006, it is an offence:

-   for any person to possess a firework with intent to sell or supply, without a licence,

-   to throw an ignited firework at any person or property, and

-   to light unlicensed fireworks in a public place.

Part 6 of the Criminal Justice Act 2006 also gives An Garda Síochána the power to make 
arrests in relation to the possession of unlicensed fireworks.  

The penalties provided for in connection with these offences are very severe.  Having un-
licensed fireworks in your possession with intent to sell or supply can result in a fine of up to 
€10,000 and up to five years imprisonment. Igniting fireworks or throwing an ignited firework 
at a person or property is also liable to the same severe penalty. 

More generally, the Deputy may also be interested to know that each year, as Halloween 
approaches, special efforts are made by An Garda Síochána to combat the illegal importation, 
sale and use of fireworks.

To complement this added Garda attention, my Department also runs an annual advertising 
campaign in the run-up to Halloween, highlighting the illegality of fireworks as well public 
safety aspects of their use. This campaign will be launched in the coming weeks in print media 
as well as online, including on social media platforms.

01/10/2019WRK01800Court Judgments

01/10/2019WRK01900250. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will apply 
the recent High Court judgment by a person (details supplied) regarding the continuous resi-
dence requirement for those applying for Irish citizenship criteria of no travel in year preceding 
citizenship application retrospectively. [39348/19]

01/10/2019WRK02000251. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if emergency 
legislation will be sought to amend the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956 to ensure the 
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continuous residence criteria allows travel for a reasonable length of time, for example, the six 
weeks advised by his Department before the judgment was made in view of the recent High 
Court judgment by a person (details supplied) regarding the continuous residence requirement 
for those applying for Irish citizenship. [39349/19]

01/10/2019WRK02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 250 and 251 together.

I am aware that the recent judgment of the High Court relating to continuous residency un-
der Section 15(1)(c) of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act, 1956 (as amended) has given 
cause for concern. The matter remains before the courts with the lodgement of an appeal before 
the Court of Appeal and is therefore sub-judice.  

I can, however, assure the Deputy that my Department is doing everything possible to put 
in place a solution on an urgent basis. I have taken expert legal advice and I intend to introduce 
legislation to address the issue. At the end of July, I obtained Cabinet approval for a proposed 
Bill and intensive work is taking place in my Department where officials are working with the 
Office of Parliamentary Counsel in the Attorney General’s Office to finalise the draft Bill.

I am advised that the appeal is likely to be heard early next month. The outcome of the ap-
peal will, of course, have a bearing on whether or not legislation is required. Should it be neces-
sary, I intend to introduce the Bill in the Oireachtas as soon as possible this term. I know that 
colleagues of all parties are concerned with the difficulty that has arisen and I am hopeful that 
the Oireachtas will give the Bill early and positive consideration. 

01/10/2019WRK02300Court Judgments

01/10/2019WRK02400252. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
citizenship applications affected by the recent High Court judgment by a person (details sup-
plied) regarding the continuous residence requirement for those applying for Irish citizenship. 
[39350/19]

01/10/2019WRK02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am aware that the recent 
judgment of the High Court relating to continuous residency under Section 15(1)(c) of the Irish 
Nationality and Citizenship Act, 1956 (as amended) has given cause for concern. The matter 
remains before the courts with the lodgement of an appeal before the Court of Appeal and is 
therefore sub-judice. I am advised by the Immigration Service of my Department that, as of 
30th September 2019, there were some 18,500 applications for citizenship on hand. All of these 
applicants are potentially affected by the ruling. 

I can, however, assure the Deputy that my Department is doing everything possible to put 
in place a solution on an urgent basis. I have taken expert legal advice and I intend to intro-
duce legislation to address the issue. At the end of July, I obtained Cabinet approval for a pro-
posed Bill and intensive work is taking place in my Department where officials are working 
with the Office of Parliamentary Counsel in the Attorney General’s Office to finalise the draft 
Bill.    

I am advised that the appeal is likely to be heard early next month.  The outcome of the 
appeal will, of course, have a bearing on whether or not legislation is required.  Should it be 
necessary, I intend to introduce the Bill in the Oireachtas as soon as possible this term. I know 
that colleagues of all parties are concerned with the difficulty that has arisen and I am hopeful 
that the Oireachtas will give the Bill early and positive consideration. 
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As soon as the legal issues are resolved, my officials will make all necessary arrangements 
for the next Citizenship Ceremony. Invitations will issue four weeks in advance of the ceremo-
ny to ensure everyone has adequate notice.  

In the interim, the Immigration Service of my Department is advising those who are plan-
ning to apply for citizenship to continue to collect all of the necessary proofs that support their 
application and to submit a comprehensive application form. Once a solution is in place, if 
any additional information is required, applicants will be contacted as part of the processing of 
their application.  

01/10/2019WRK02600Direct Provision Data

01/10/2019WRK02700253. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
residents in direct provision granted refugee status or subsidiary protection; the cost of retaining 
these residents in direct provision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39351/19]

01/10/2019WRK02800Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I am informed by officials in the Immigration Service of my Department that, as of 31 August 
2019, 479 people with a Protection status grant, being either Refugee or Subsidiary Protection 
status, were residing in accommodation centres provided by the International Protection Ac-
commodation Service. 

The spending review on Direct Provision published on 15 August 2019, showed that last 
year, the average daily rate per person in commercially owned centres was €35.50 rising to 
€44.00 per person in centres where independent living is provided. This is very competitive and 
importantly offers value for money for the taxpayer. It remains a target that all centres by the 
end of 2020 will provide independent living facilities. 

The spending review was prepared by my Department with key input from the International 
Protection Accommodation Service of the Department.

For the Deputy’s further information the published review is available at the following link:

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Spending_Review.pdf/Files/Spending_Review.pdf

People with an international protection status have the same access to mainstream housing 
supports and services as Irish nationals. We are working intensively with organisations like the 
Peter McVerry Trust, Depaul and the Jesuit Refugee Service to assist these people to transition 
to mainstream housing services but that is challenging in the current housing environment. 

Officials from the International Protection Accommodation Service of my Department meet 
regularly with colleagues from the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
and with staff from the City and County Manager’s Association (CCMA) to work collectively 
to ensure those with status or permission to remain are assisted to move on to longer term ac-
commodation as soon as possible.

01/10/2019WRK02900Direct Provision Data

01/10/2019WRK03000254. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the name and 
location of each direct provision and emergency reception and orientation centre being used to 
accommodate international protection applicants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39355/19]
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01/10/2019WRK03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that there are currently 38 accommodation centres in the 
State, the locations of which are set out in the following table.

As these centres are currently operating at full capacity, as of 22nd September, there are also 
1,379 people being accommodated by the International Protection Accommodation Services 
unit (IPAS) of my Department in emergency accommodation in hotels and guest houses. My 
Department does not  disclose the location of emergency accommodation centres in order to 
protect the identity of international protection applicants.  

Refugees who are admitted to Ireland under the Irish Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP) 
by way of resettlement from UNHCR camps in Lebanon and Jordan are accommodated in 
Emergency Reception and Orientation Centres (EROCs) before they are settled in communities 
across the country. There are currently two dedicated EROCs, in Ballaghaderreen, Co. Roscom-
mon and in Clonea, Co. Waterford. There are also a number of dedicated EROC spaces in the 
Mosney Accommodation Centre due to its suitability for families. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-01_pq254-01-10-2019_en.docx”>IPAS Accommodation</a>]

01/10/2019WRK03200Commencement of Legislation

01/10/2019WRK03300255. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when sections 
of the Judicial Council Act 2019 regarding the personal injuries guidelines committee will be 
commenced; the specific conditions that need to be in place before the sections are commenced; 
the reason the sections involving sentencing guidelines and judicial conduct committees have 
been commenced ahead of the sections involving the personal injuries guidelines committee; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39391/19]

01/10/2019WRK03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the Judicial Council Bill was enacted on 23 July 2019. This is a major landmark piece 
of reforming legislation which provides for the establishment, for the first time, of a Judicial 
Council comprising all members of the judiciary. The primary function of the Council will be to 
promote and maintain excellence in the exercise by judges of their judicial functions and high 
standards of conduct among judges. The Board of the Council will be responsible for carrying 
out the functions of the Council on a day-to-day basis. 

I envisage that the Judicial Council will be established by the end of this year and a great 
deal of work is underway to facilitate establishment within that time frame. As I am sure the 
Deputy will appreciate, this is a very ambitious timetable for such a significant new structure 
and it underlines the seriousness of the approach being taken. 

Last month, I commenced a number of the Act’s provisions under Statutory Instrument No. 
457/19.  These provisions concern the appointment of the interim Secretary to the Council, and 
the process of identifying and recommending to the Government, persons who are suitable for 
appointment to be lay members of the Sentencing Guidelines and Information Committee, the 
Judicial Conduct Committee and panels of inquiry. The membership of other Committees such 
as the Personal Injuries Guidelines Committee does not include lay members.

The commencement of these provisions will enable the Council to commence its work on 
establishment day and the Committees of the Council to undertake their functions within the 
time frames specified in the Act. 
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Committees of the Council will be established by the Council having regard to the timelines 
set out in the Act. The Personal Injuries Guidelines Committee is to be established no later than 
3 months after the first meeting of the Judicial Council itself, and that Committee is to meet no 
later than one month after its establishment.  

01/10/2019WRK03500Firearms Licences

01/10/2019WRK03600256. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of hand-
guns licensed in the State; and the number of handgun licences issued by Garda district and 
Garda division in each of the past three years. [39394/19]

01/10/2019WRK03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The data requested by 
the Deputy refers is not maintained by the Department of Justice and Equality.  I have asked 
the Garda Commissioner for the information requested and I will write directly to the Deputy 
when I receive it.

01/10/2019WRK03800Garda Data

01/10/2019WRK03900257. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
complaints made to An Garda Síochána against activists protesting against the termination of 
pregnancy in the vicinity of hospitals, general practitioner offices or other health centres from 
1 January 2019 to date in tabular form; the locations of these complaints; the number of arrests 
made on foot of such complaints; the number of convictions for public order related offences or 
fixed charge penalty notices issued on foot of such complaints; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39404/19]

01/10/2019WRK04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have asked the Com-
missioner to provide me with the requested information and will write to the Deputy directly 
when I receive it. 

01/10/2019WRK04100Alcohol Sales Legislation

01/10/2019WRK04200258. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there is specific 
legislation or regulations that those organising underage discos must adhere to; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39462/19]

01/10/2019WRK04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Deputy 
that there is no specific legislation or regulations governing the organisation of underage discos.  
The organisation of dances generally falls under the Public Dance Halls Act, 1935.  An applica-
tion under this Act for a public dancing licence will in the main be made at the District Court. 

If the Deputy’s question relates to the sale, supply or consumption of intoxicating liquor at 
such events, the Intoxicating Liquor Act, 1988 as amended applies. 

Section 31 (Sale of Intoxicating Liquor to persons under the age of 18 years) states that:

(1)  the holder of any licence shall not:

(a) sell or deliver or permit any person to sell or deliver intoxicating liquor to a person under 
the age of 18 years,
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(b) sell or deliver or permit any person to sell or deliver intoxicating liquor to any person for 
consumption on his licensed premises by a person under the age of 18 years,

(c) permit a person under the age of 18 years to consume intoxicating liquor on his licensed 
premises, or

(d) permit any person to supply a person under the age of 18 years with intoxicating liquor 
on his licensed premises.

(2) The holder of a licence of any licensed premises shall not sell or deliver or permit any 
person to sell or deliver intoxicating liquor to any person for consumption off his licensed prem-
ises by a person under the age of 18 years in any place other than a private residence.

(3) A person who contravenes subsection (1) or (2) of this section shall be guilty of an of-
fence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding—

(a) £300, in the case of a first offence, or

(b) £500, in the case of a second or any subsequent offence, and the offence shall be deemed 
for the purposes of Part III (which relates to the endorsement of licences) of the Act of 1927 to 
be an offence to which that Part of that Act applies

01/10/2019WRK04400Private Security Authority

01/10/2019WRK04500259. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there is specific 
training carried out by the Private Security Authority for door supervisors that work for under-
age discos; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39463/19]

01/10/2019WRK04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As Deputies are aware, 
the Private Security Authority (PSA) was established under the Private Security Services Act 
2004, as amended. It is an independent statutory body under the aegis of my Department. It is 
responsible for the licensing and regulation of the private security industry in the State.

I am informed by the PSA that a Door Supervisor (Licensed Premises) licence is required 
where a security service is provided at one of the following licensed premises:

-   a premises licensed for the sale of intoxicating liquor under the Licensing Acts,

-   a premises licensed under the Public Dance Halls Acts,

-   a premises licensed under the Gaming and Lotteries Acts, 

-   a club registered under the Registration of Clubs Acts, 

-   a food premises, or a food stall or food vehicle, within the meaning of the Food Hygiene 
Regulations. 

The Deputy raised the question of underage discos.  A number of factors need to be consid-
ered in relation to such events.  For example, many of these underage discos are held in loca-
tions other than licensed premises and may be manned by local volunteers rather than security 
personnel.  Depending on the circumstances, there may not be a requirement for licensed door 
supervisors under the provisions of the Private Security Services Act.

However I can confirm that the PSA has indicated that in cases where an underage disco is 
held in a venue deemed to be a licensed premises, then all persons providing security must hold 
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a valid Door Supervisor (Licensed Premises) licence from the PSA.  

I can further confirm that the PSA requires all individuals who apply for such a licence to 
hold a national training qualification. The minimum training requirement for this particular sec-
tor is the Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI) Level 4 Minor Award, or equivalent, in Door 
Security Procedures.

01/10/2019WRK04700Health Insurance

01/10/2019WRK04800260. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the INIS require-
ments regarding private medical insurance for non-EEA students undertaking full-time educa-
tion here; if his attention has been drawn to the recent decision by the Health Insurance Author-
ity regarding the removal of the current policy; if his Department has been engaging with the 
Department of Health on the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39465/19]

01/10/2019WRK04900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department is aware 
of the High Court judgment of last year on the provisions of the Health Insurance Act 1994 and 
its impact on insurance policies for non-EEA nationals and in particular non-EEA Students. The 
Deputy should be aware that I, as Minister for Justice and Equality, have no responsibility or 
influence as regards such matters. The regulation of private health insurance is solely a matter 
for the Health Insurance Authority (HIA), which is the statutory regulator of the private health 
insurance market in the State. 

I can advise the Deputy that it has always been the case that students seeking an immigra-
tion permission to reside in the State must prove that they have sufficient finances to support 
themselves without recourse to State funds. This includes the necessity to provide proof of in-
dividual private health insurance or medical insurance as part of a group insurance scheme op-
erated by the college/school or travel insurance. This would provide the student with adequate 
medical insurance cover in Ireland.

I understand that the High Court judgment provides that private medical insurance for non-
EEA nationals, who are considered  as being ordinarily resident in the State for the purpose of 
the Health Insurance Act 1994, are, as a result of the judgment, subject to the principle of com-
munity-rating. In this regard, while the judgment changes the requirements for the way private 
medical insurance is operated for non-EEA nationals, it does not, in itself, change immigration 
policy and the requirements for non-EEA students wishing to study in Ireland.

The Deputy may also be aware that there is an appeal pending on the judgment and as a re-
sult it would not be appropriate for me to comment further on matters that are before the Courts 
and therefore sub judice. 

However, officials of my Department have had ongoing contact with the relevant officials in 
the Department of Health and the Department of Education and Skills to discuss issues relevant 
to the judgment. I am advised that no changes to immigration policy for non-EEA students are 
currently envisaged as part of such discussions.  

Further information on the requirement for non-EEA students to hold private medical insur-
ance when coming to and residing in the State for the purposes of study is available on the web-
site of the Immigration Service www.inis.gov.ie  .

01/10/2019WRK05000Visa Applications
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01/10/2019WRK05100261. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason it takes two 
to three months to process a visit visa; the causes of the delay; his plans to implement an im-
proved system in relation to the processing of visa applications; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39497/19]

01/10/2019WRK05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The processing times for 
visa decisions are published on the visa pages of each Visa Office and Embassy website.  As of 
24 September 2019, the Dublin Visa Head Office was processing tourist/visit visa applications 
received in Dublin on 26 August 2019. Processing times for other Visa Offices overseas and for 
Embassies will vary but are generally between 3 and 6 weeks at this time, with many applica-
tions processed inside those timeframes if the intended travel date requires a faster decision.

While the Immigration Service of my Department advises people to apply 3 months in ad-
vance of the intended travel date, processing of the application is usually much quicker. Our 
business target for processing short-stay ‘C’ visas is within eight weeks  and current processing 
time in Dublin for most types of short-stay visas is around four weeks.  The processing time 
an individual visa at each office and location worldwide is determined by a number of factors 
such as the volume and complexity of applications, whether investigation is required or not, in-
dividual circumstances, peak application periods, seasonal factors, and the resources available.  
While every effort is made to process applications as quickly as possible, processing times for 
individual applications inevitably vary as a result.  

I am also advised by the Immigration Service  that the visa service is experiencing an in-
crease in the number of visa applications across most categories, in line with increased eco-
nomic activity generally.  Notwithstanding this, processing times are on a par with, and in many 
cases, better than the same period last year.

The Deputy can be assured that every effort is made to keep processing times to a minimum, 
and a number of measures have been put in place to deal with the increased demand for visas to 
come to Ireland.  This has included the assignment of additional staff to deal with applications, 
and more generally the streamlining of visa processes where possible.  The position in this re-
gard is being kept under review.

The Deputy may wish to note that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration 
cases may be made directly to the Immigration Service of my Department, by e-mail, using the 
Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service 
enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek informa-
tion by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail 
service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long 
awaited.

01/10/2019WRK05300Direct Provision System

01/10/2019WRK05400262. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
direct provision centres under consideration for development in east County Galway; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39513/19]

01/10/2019WRK05500Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
As the Deputy will be aware, the State has a legal obligation to offer accommodation, food 
and a range of other services (including meals, utilities, healthcare etc.) and allowances to any 
person who claims a right to international protection in Ireland while their legal claim is being 
examined. 
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The number of applicants has been steadily increasing (up 36% since the start of the year) 
and to cope with demand, my Department has invited premises to tender to offer accommoda-
tion and other services through a nationwide regional procurement process using the etenders 
website. Additionally, advertisements were placed in the national press seeking expressions of 
interest from accommodation providers for suitable accommodation, which my Department 
could contract for twelve months. Accommodation providers can offer premises through either 
or both processes. 

An evaluation of offers received is now underway.   It is anticipated that the evaluation 
process for the Western region will conclude by mid November 2019.  For the purposes of 
the tender, the Western region covers Galway, Mayo and Roscommon. Until the evaluation is 
complete, the Deputy will appreciate that I cannot comment on the possible location of any new 
centres.  When the evaluation and commercially sensitive aspects of the process are completed, 
my Department will begin engagement with local communities and their political representa-
tives.

We currently have 38 accommodation centres across 18 counties and there are positive re-
lationships between residents and local communities in all cases including through the Friends 
of the Centre Groups.  

01/10/2019WRK05600Naturalisation Certificates

01/10/2019WRK05700263. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will consider 
an application for a certificate of naturalisation for a person (details supplied) under the provi-
sions of section 15A (2) of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39516/19]

01/10/2019WRK05800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): A certificate of naturali-
sation may be granted to applicants who comply with certain conditions under the Irish Nation-
ality and Citizenship Act, 1956, as amended.  Section 15A of the Act provides that a certificate 
of naturalisation may be granted to the non-national spouse or civil partner of an Irish citizen if, 
among other things, the applicant has been married to or in a civil partnership with that citizen 
for a period of not less than 3 years and has been resident on the island of Ireland for a period 
of 1 year immediately prior to the date of application and for 2 years in the 4 year period before 
that. 

I am advised by the Immigration Service of my Department that an application for a cer-
tificate of naturalisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy in May 2019. 

The documentation submitted with the application showed that, at the date of the applica-
tion, the person concerned had not completed the required three years period of residency and 
had not been married to, or in a civil partnership with, an Irish citizen for the required period. 
Therefore, the application was deemed ineligible and the person concerned was notified in writ-
ing. 

It is open to the person concerned to lodge a new application when they are in a position to 
meet the statutory requirements applicable.  

Section 15A(2) provides that I may, in my absolute discretion, waive some of the conditions 
in relation to an application from a spouse or civil partner of an Irish citizen if I am satisfied 
that the applicant would suffer serious consequences in respect of his or her bodily integrity or 
liberty if not granted Irish citizenship.   It is incumbent on any applicant making an application 
under Section 15A(2) to make me fully aware of all the factors relevant to the application and 
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why it should be considered under this section. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility, which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.   

01/10/2019WRK05900Prisoner Data

01/10/2019WRK06000264. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of pregnant women that have been cared for in prison in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to 
date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39524/19]

01/10/2019WRK06100265. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of babies born to pregnant women in prison in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 
2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39525/19]

01/10/2019WRK06200266. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of ante-natal education care classes the prison service provides to pregnant women that may 
be in prison during their pregnancy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39526/19]

01/10/2019WRK06300267. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the length 
of time babies remain in the care of their mothers in prison; the number of babies by ages cur-
rently with their mothers in prison; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39527/19]

01/10/2019WRK06400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 264 to 267, inclusive, together.

I am advised by my officials in the Irish Prison Service that the level of maternity care pro-
vided to women in custody, is comparable to that available to women in the community.  It is 
provided on a shared care arrangement between the maternity hospital to which the patient is 
referred, and the Healthcare Team in the Dochas or Limerick Prison.

The Health Service Executive is responsible for ante-natal education services and the num-
ber of these classes is a matter for the Health Service Executive and the hospital to which the 
patient is referred. 

Expectant mothers are always facilitated to have their children born in hospital and no ba-
bies have been born within the confines of a prison. 

The Irish Prison Service can confirm that there is a mother and baby unit in the Dochas Cen-
tre.  Expectant mothers are transferred from Limerick Prison to the Dochas Centre during their 
last trimester and remain there as long as their baby remains with them.  

The prison rules provide for a child to remain in the care of their mother in prison, until the 
child has reached twelve months of age.  Presently there are no babies in custody. 

The number of pregnant women that have been cared for in prison in each of the years 2016 
to date is set out in the following table.



Questions - Written Answers

114

Prison 2016 2017 2018 2019
Dochas Data prior to 

2017 was not 
recorded in this 
format, it was 
retained on indi-
vidual files

17 16 19

Limerick 7 4 5 4
The Irish Prison Service has not previously provided the above data owing to concerns that 

patient confidentiality could be compromised.  However having reviewed this matter the Irish 
Prison Service is now satisfied that the disclosure of this data does not impinge on patient con-
fidentiality.  

The number of babies born to pregnant women in prison in  each of the years 2016 to date 
is set out in the following table.

Prison 2016 2017 2018 2019
Dochas 3 3 4 0

01/10/2019WRL00500Garda Data

01/10/2019WRL00600268. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda stations, Garda district offices and Garda vehicles in the Cavan and Monaghan Garda 
division by county, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39531/19]

01/10/2019WRL00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The resources provided 
by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented levels, with an allocation 
for 2019 of €1.76 billion.  Very significant capital investment is also being made in An Garda 
Síochána, including a total of €46 million for investment in the Garda fleet between 2016 and 
2021.  This continuing investment is intended to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a modern, 
effective and fit-for-purpose fleet and can be mobile, visible and responsive on the roads and in 
the community to prevent and tackle crime.   

In accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amended, the Garda Commissioner is 
responsible for managing and controlling the administration and business of An Garda Sío-
chána.  Further, the allocation of Garda resources is a matter for the Commissioner, in light of 
identified operational demands. This includes responsibility for the allocation of Garda vehicles 
among the various Garda divisions.  As Minister, I have no role in these matters. I am assured, 
however, that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under continual review in 
the context of crime trends and policing priorities, to ensure their optimum use.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that there are 8 Garda Stations in Co. Monaghan and 
2 District Offices.  I am further informed that there are 17 Garda Stations in Co. Cavan and 2 
District Offices. 

The following table outlines details of the Garda fleet attached to the Cavan/Monaghan Di-
visional Fleet as at 30 September 2019.

The Deputy may also wish to be aware that a capital allocation of €10 million has been 
made available for the purchase and fit-out of Garda vehicles in 2019.  I understand from the 
Garda authorities that this allocation will be used for purchase and fit-out of over 300 new ve-
hicles for operational use this year.  
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Cars Vans Motorbikes 4 x 4 *Others Total
CAVAN-
MONAGHAN 
TOTAL 

42 14 2 1 0 59

BAILIEBORO 
DISTRICT

9 2 0 0 0 11

CARRICK-
MACROSS 
DISTRICT

7 2 0 1 0 10

CAVAN DIS-
TRICT

16 4 1 0 0 21

MONAGHAN 
DISTRICT

10 6 1 0 0 17

*  The category ‘other’ refers to MPV, SUV, Minibus or Prisoner Conveyance Vehicles

01/10/2019WRL00800Gambling Sector

01/10/2019WRL00900269. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
prohibit or limit the broadcasting of advertisements by gambling companies on television dur-
ing certain hours of the day; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39553/19]

01/10/2019WRL01000Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The responsibility with regard to the broadcasting of any type of advertisement material dur-
ing television broadcasts is a matter for the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment.

Television and radio advertising of all products and services, including gambling products 
is regulated by the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland which is the independent regulator of that 
sector. I understand that Authority has intervened with gambling companies where it concluded 
that advertisements on Irish media were not adhering to its regulations.  The Authority is not in 
a position to intervene with foreign-based radio or TV channels, as it does not have jurisdiction. 

In its report of March 2019, the Inter-Departmental Working Group on Future Licensing and 
Regulation of Gambling considered this issue and whether effective and appropriate measures 
in this regard could be developed in the future.

01/10/2019WRL01100Road Traffic Offences Data

01/10/2019WRL01200270. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of PSV licences revoked in 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39571/19]

01/10/2019WRL01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): You will appreciate that 
I, as Minister for Justice and Equality, have no role in the administration of small public service 
vehicle (PSV) licences, which is a matter for An Garda Síochána.

However, I have sought a report from the Garda authorities in relation to this matter and I 
will write directly to the Deputy when I receive the requested information.

01/10/2019WRL01400Crime Data
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01/10/2019WRL01500271. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of detections of financial crime in each of the years 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019 by category; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39572/19]

01/10/2019WRL01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested the in-
formation sought by the Deputy from the Garda authorities and I will contact the Deputy di-
rectly when this information is to hand.

01/10/2019WRL01700EU Regulations

01/10/2019WRL01800272. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the consulta-
tion that took place between his Department and the stakeholders relative to SI 420/2019; if 
an organisation (details supplied) was involved in the consultation; if the text used by other 
EU countries was examined when implementing EU directive 2017/853; if the concerns being 
expressed by stakeholders will be considered; if the SI will be amended accordingly; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39585/19]

01/10/2019WRL01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As Minister for Justice 
and Equality, I signed the European Communities (Acquisition and Possession of Weapons and 
Ammunition) Regulations 2019 (SI No. 420 of 2019) into law on 2 August 2019 and circulated 
to members of the Firearms Consultative Panel and Registered Firearms Dealers.  It has also 
been published on the website of the Department of Justice and Equality, along with a guidance 
note.  

These regulations came into effect on 1 September 2019.  They give effect to EU Directive 
2017/853/EU which enhances controls on the acquisition and possession of firearms.  

As part of this process, all registered firearms dealers were invited to a consultation meeting 
with Department of Justice and Equality officials in Mullingar in August 2018, at which the new 
EU Directive was discussed.

It was not possible to organise a further consultation in advance of the making of the Statu-
tory Instrument, between completion of the drafting process end July 2019; and signature by 
the Minister, beginning of August 2019, due to significant time pressure for completion of the 
process in the context of infringement proceedings against Ireland on the matter. 

I can also say that my officials met recently with representatives of the organisation referred 
to by the Deputy, to allow them to outline their concerns in relation to the matter. The organisa-
tion referred to has also made a submission to the Department, setting out their concerns and 
alternative suggestions in relation to the matter. 

My Department is considering the matters raised and will consult with the Office of the At-
torney General where relevant.

01/10/2019WRL02000Passport Applications Administration

01/10/2019WRL02100273. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way in 
which a person (details supplied) can regularise themselves when they cannot acquire either a 
Macedonian or Irish passport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39646/19]

01/10/2019WRL02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that the person concerned currently has permission to 
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remain in the State on stamp 4 conditions until 30 May 2021. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, the requirement  to present a current passport in order to ob-
tain a Public Services Card is a matter that the person will need to address with the Department 
of Employment Affairs and Social Protection. 

The Deputy may wish to note that the onus rests with the person concerned to seek to obtain 
their own national passport or travel document from the authorities of their country of origin. 
It would not be appropriate for the Irish Authorities to intercede in such matters. 

If the person concerned is required to be present outside the State they should contact their 
Consular authorities requesting an Emergency Travel Document (Laissez-Passer) to facilitate 
travelling to obtain a national passport. The person concerned should therefore contact their 
nearest  Embassy in this regard. 

If the person concerned is unable to procure an Emergency Travel Document from his au-
thorities, it remains open to them to seek a temporary travel document from my Department, to 
facilitate travel to obtain a passport. However; any application submitted must be accompanied 
with supporting documentation from their own authorities addressed to them and stating why 
they cannot issue or assist with procuring the passport. 

If the person concerned does not receive any response from their own authorities, they 
should submit proof of attempts to contact same. Any application submitted that does not in-
clude the supporting documentation, referred to above, will be refused as all applicants must 
show that they have made every effort to procure their own national passport. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual Immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

01/10/2019WRL02300Guardian Status

01/10/2019WRL02400274. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position re-
garding fathers’ rights here; his views on fathers’ difficulties in securing access to see their 
children in spite of court orders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39650/19]

01/10/2019WRL02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, there has been extensive reform of family law in recent years to place a greater emphasis 
on recognising the rights of the child to the society of both his or her parents. The Children and 
Family Relationships Act 2015 is a child–centred Act which addresses the rights of children 
to legal security, to the care of their parents and important adults in their lives, and to equality 
before the law.  The reforms in family law provided for in that Act recognise the crucial role of 
parents and the need for a child to maintain meaningful relationships with both parents.  

Married parents of a child are automatically joint guardians and have joint custody of their 
children. Where married parents separate or divorce, they can decide between themselves on 
custody arrangements for their children or apply to the courts to decide on the matter. If the 
father is not married to the mother of the child, he will not automatically become a guardian of 
the child. The issue of automatic guardianship was considered during the passage of the Chil-
dren and Family Relationships Bill through the Oireachtas. However, the automatic extension 
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of guardianship to a father who is not involved and is not participating in his child’s life would 
have consequences for the child and the child’s mother, for example, if he does not consent to 
the issue of a passport or to the placement of a child for adoption. 

There are provisions in place to facilitate non-marital fathers who have an ongoing relation-
ship with their children to become guardians of their children. Section 2(4A) of the Guardian-
ship of Infants Act 1964 (as inserted by section 43(c) of the Children and Family Relationships 
Act 2015) now provides for joint guardianship by a man who was not married to the mother of 
the child and was cohabiting with the mother for not less than 12 consecutive months. This 12 
month period must include a period, occurring at any time after the birth of the child, of not less 
than 3 months during which both the mother and father have lived with the child. In addition, 
a father who is not married to the child’s mother and does not satisfy the cohabitation require-
ments may become a guardian if the parents jointly make a statutory declaration appointing 
him as a guardian. It is also open to the father at any stage to make an application to court for 
guardianship of the child under section 6A of the Guardianship of Infants Act 1964.

The Deputy will be aware that Article 42A.4 of the Constitution requires that provision be 
made by law that in the resolution of all proceedings concerning the guardianship or custody of, 
or access to, any child, the best interests of the child shall be the paramount consideration.  Sec-
tion 3 of the Guardianship of Infants Act 1964 provides that the best interests of the child shall 
be the paramount consideration for the court in any proceedings where guardianship, custody 
or upbringing of, or access to, a child is in question.  Section 31 of the 1964 Act sets out a wide 
range of factors that the court is required to take into account when determining the best inter-
ests of the child in such proceedings.  These factors include the benefit to the child of having a 
meaningful relationship with each of his or her parents.  The courts shall have regard to all of 
these factors or circumstances that it regards as being relevant to the child concerned and his or 
her family and make its decision accordingly.

Section 11 of the Guardianship of Infants Act 1964 provides that either parent of a child, 
whether or not he or she is also a guardian of the child, may apply to court for a direction re-
garding the custody of a child or the right of access to the child.  Section 11D of the 1964 Act 
obliges the court in proceedings under section 11 to consider whether the child’s best interests 
would be served by maintaining personal relations and direct contact with each of his or her 
parents on a regular basis.

Section 25 of the 1964 Act also requires the court, as it thinks appropriate and practicable, to 
take into account the child’s wishes in guardianship, custody and access matters, having regard 
to the age and understanding of the child.  

Section 12A of the 1964 Act (inserted by section 58 of the Children and Family Relation-
ships Act 2015) provides that in making any order under the Act, the court may impose such 
conditions as it considers to be necessary in the best interests of the child.  It is a matter for the 
courts when making orders under the 1964 Act in relation to matters such as the guardianship, 
custody or upbringing of, or access to, a child to determine the best interests of the child and to 
consider whether or not any conditions should be attached to such orders.  

The Children and Family Relationships Act 2015 made provision to assist parents who need 
to return to court because the other parent has breached a court order in relation to custody of, or 
access to, a child. Section 56 of the 2015 Act inserted a new section 18A into the Guardianship 
of Infants Act 1964.  This provides that where a parent or guardian of a child has been granted 
custody of or access to the child under the 1964 Act, but he or she has been unreasonably de-
nied such custody or access by another guardian or parent, that person may apply to court for 
an enforcement order.  
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Court orders in relation to guardianship, custody and access are of course a matter for the 
courts, which are, subject to the Constitution and the law, independent in the performance of 
their functions.

01/10/2019WRL02600Vehicle Registration

01/10/2019WRL02700275. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of ef-
forts taken by his Department, An Garda Síochána and the relevant tax authorities to resolve a 
matter further to a reply received in response to representations made by this Deputy on behalf 
of persons regarding the issue of vehicle registration (details supplied); when this Deputy can 
expect to receive further correspondence in relation to this matter as promised; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39664/19]

01/10/2019WRL02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can advise the Deputy 
that appropriate inquiries have been made in respect of this matter and that a response will is-
sue in the coming days.

01/10/2019WRL02900Asylum Applications Data

01/10/2019WRL03000276. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
unaccompanied children seeking asylum residing here; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39668/19]

01/10/2019WRL03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised that, as of 
the end of August 2019,  there are 30 applications from unaccompanied minors on hand in the 
International Protection Office (IPO). All applications for international protection made on be-
half of unaccompanied minors are prioritised by the IPO for processing. 

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency has statutory responsibility for the care of any unac-
companied minors in the State. No unaccompanied minors are accommodated by my Depart-
ment. 

Tusla may decide that an application for international protection should be made on behalf 
of the minor. Where Tusla decides that it is in the best interests of the child that an application 
for international protection is made on their behalf, specific arrangements will be made by the 
IPO in conjunction with Tusla for the processing of the application. Tusla will support the mi-
nor throughout the process, including attending at their interview.

I am further advised that the IPO has specially trained caseworkers to process applications 
received from unaccompanied minors.

01/10/2019WRL03200Cross-Border Co-operation

01/10/2019WRL03300277. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the work 
of the cross-Border crime task force; the budget of the task force in 2019; the number of perma-
nent staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39673/19]

01/10/2019WRL03400278. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of meet-
ings of the Joint Agency Taskforce on cross-Border crime held per annum since its inception; 
and the status of the matter. [39674/19]
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01/10/2019WRL03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 277 and 278 together.

In November 2015, the British and Irish Governments and the Northern Ireland Execu-
tive agreed a series of measures in the agreement A Fresh Start, The Stormont Agreement and 
Implementation Plan, as part of a concerted and enhanced effort to tackle organised and cross 
jurisdictional crime. 

These measures included the creation of the Joint Agency Task Force, which is led by senior 
officers from An Garda Síochána, the Police Service of Northern Ireland, the Revenue Commis-
sioners and UK (HM) Revenue and Customs.  A number of other relevant bodies, including the 
National Crime Agency and the Criminal Assets Bureau are also involved in operational activ-
ity where appropriate. The objective of the Task Force is to build on existing law enforcement 
frameworks and to increase the collective effectiveness of operational law enforcement actions.

The Strategic Oversight Group of the Task Force is jointly chaired at senior management 
level by the two police services, to provide strong strategic direction and oversight to front-line 
operational activities.  This group also includes senior personnel from relevant agencies.  As a 
multi-agency coordination structure, the Task Force does not have a separate staffing comple-
ment or budget. Personnel from the participating agencies in both jurisdictions are assigned for 
specific operations and other capacities from the relevant agencies are deployed as required by 
operational demands.

The Task Force has made strong progress in tackling cross-border criminal activity across a 
range of crime areas.  These include not just traditional smuggling activities, but also rural and 
farm crimes, organised burglary and drug crime. 

The multi-agency nature of the Task Force is critical to its success. It is a strong example 
of the extensive North-South cooperation between the police, customs services and other law 
enforcement agencies involved in tackling crime and enhancing the safety of all communities 
on both sides of the border. The Task Force complements both the ongoing formal and informal 
co-operation between An Garda Síochána and the PSNI, as well as specific joint investigations 
which take place when individual crime incidents with a cross border dimension occur, such as 
the one underway into a recent horrific case of abduction and assault. 

Last week, together with the Garda Commissioner, the Chief Constable of the PSNI, senior 
officers from all the agencies and senior officials from Department of Justice Northern Ireland 
and my own Department, I attended the 17th Cross Border Conference on Organised Crime in 
Co. Cavan.  This is an annual event, aimed at enhancing cooperation between law enforcement 
agencies on both sides of the border, particularly in relation to cross border organised criminal-
ity and related issues.  Operational members of the Task Force came together at the conference, 
which provided an opportunity to consider in detail the necessary improvements and innova-
tions, including international co-operation. While the work of the Task Force is reviewed as 
part of the annual cross border conference on organised crime, there is ongoing multiagency 
engagement in relation to operations to tackle cross border crime.

01/10/2019WRL03700Gambling Sector

01/10/2019WRL03800279. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to pro-
hibit the use of sponsorship on children’s replica jerseys when that sponsor is a gambling com-
pany or promotes gambling; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39717/19]

01/10/2019WRL03900Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
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The Deputy raises an interesting issue with regard to sponsors names carried on replica jerseys. 
Such jerseys are popular with both adults and children. 

My understanding is that most Irish based professional sports clubs do not feature jersey 
sponsorship from licenced gambling companies. However, the same cannot be said for English 
Premiership football clubs. Such clubs have large followings in Ireland and feature regularly 
on television. However, the primary television companies in this regard are not based in this 
jurisdiction.  

The Deputy will appreciate that I have no statutory function in regard to the selling of rep-
lica shirts or the sponsors mentioned thereon. I am not aware of any specific statutory provision 
that regulates what sponsors names might be legally carried on such jerseys. Any potential pro-
hibitions applying to only certain business activities might invite court challenge.

I am sure that the Deputy would agree with me that if parents or guardians have concerns 
about the business activities of the team sponsors,  they should make their views known to the 
sports clubs in question.

01/10/2019WRL04000Garda Operations

01/10/2019WRL04100280. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to threats by a group (details supplied) to shut down Dublin city centre for a week 
in October 2019; the action he plans to take in relation to this possibility; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39730/19]

01/10/2019WRL04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Under the Garda Síochá-
na Act 2005, as amended, the Garda Commissioner has responsibility for managing An Garda 
Síochána and for the allocation of Garda resources.  The Commissioner and his management 
team also have responsibility for the operational management of An Garda Síochána. 

The Deputy will appreciate that the management of major public events and public demon-
strations is an operational matter appropriate to An Garda Síochána.  As Minister for Justice and 
Equality, I have no role in such matters.

I would point out that the statutory functions of An Garda Síochána include the preserva-
tion of peace and public order, protecting life and property and vindicating the human rights of 
individuals.  I further understand that An Garda Síochána always endeavour as best they can to 
facilitate peaceful protests and demonstrations.  This is clearly evidenced by the many peaceful 
demonstrations and protests that take place around the country on a variety of issues of public 
interest, including large demonstrations. 

The Deputy will also be aware that An Garda Síochána also plays a vital role in develop-
ing traffic management plans, to coincide with major events including demonstrations, where 
relevant.  I understand that traffic management plans are developed, where required for large-
scale events and plans are published by the Garda authorities on the news section of An Garda 
Síochána’s homepage. 

An Garda Síochána’s Operational Support Services units also provide invaluable specialist 
support to Gardaí throughout the country in respect of a broad range of operational functions; 
units include the Mounted Support Unit and the Air Support Unit.  

I hope this information is helpful to the Deputy.
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01/10/2019WRL04300Asylum Seeker Employment

01/10/2019WRL04400281. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
asylum seekers that sought permission to access the labour market; the number of successful 
applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39735/19]

01/10/2019WRL04500Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The European Communities (Reception Conditions) Regulations 2018, which came into effect 
from 30 June 2018, provide access to the labour market for eligible international protection ap-
plicants. The Regulations provide a wide access to both employment and self-employment in 
almost all sectors and categories of employment. There are a small number of exceptions, such 
as the Irish Civil and Public Service, An Garda Siochana and the Irish Defence Forces, due to 
their eligibility requirement of long-term residence or citizenship in the State. 

I am advised by the Immigration Service of my Department that, since the introduction of 
the 2018 Regulations, a total of 4,697 international protection applicants have applied for a per-
mission to access the labour market. Of those, 3,179 were granted a permission and 1,367 were 
refused as ineligible.  The table below sets out the figures in more detail. 

Granted 3,179 
Ineligible 1,367 
Pending* 151 
Total 4,697 
 

 * The pending figure includes applications which have not yet reached 9 months, and those 
awaiting the return of requested supporting documents.  

01/10/2019WRL04600Penalty Points System Offences

282. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will re-
port on the non-surrender of driver licences and the lack of prosecutions of those taken to court 
for this offence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39759/19]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Approximately 95% of 
all penalty point offences are endorsed by the National Vehicle and Driver File (NVDF) on 
driver licences every year.  This is an exceptional rate of endorsement. 

Over 85% of penalty point offence records are received directly from An Garda Síochána, 
when the offender opts to pay the fixed charge amount and accept the penalty points. The re-
mainder - the minority - are received from the Courts Service, following convictions. 

Nonetheless, I am acutely aware of the road traffic enforcement challenges that result from 
the non-surrender of driving licences.

In the case of roadside intercept detections, members of An Garda Síochána can record the 
driving licence details obtained at the point of interception. This can ultimately be used to ap-
ply penalty points, should there be a conviction. In such instances, the recording of a licence in 
court may not be necessary. 

However, an issue may still arise where the licence details are not obtained at the point of 
interception.  For example, in the case of non-intercept speed camera detections, the registration 
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of the vehicle is captured on detection.  If a driver does not pay his/her Fixed Charge Notice 
and is subsequently convicted, his/her licence details should be recorded in Court in accordance 
with section 33 of the Road Traffic Act 2016.  Unfortunately, there are instances when the Court 
is unable to record licence details, for example when licences are reported to the Court as lost 
or forgotten, or where persons are convicted of speeding while also driving without a licence.  
There are also some drivers who wilfully choose not to attend Court and are convicted in ab-
sentia. Again, there is no licence to record in these cases. 

In cases where a licence is not provided, I understand that the Department of Transport, 
Tourism and Sport has the facility, in certain instances, to look up the National Vehicle and 
Driver File and successfully apply penalty points, based on exact matching against the offence’s 
vehicle registration details.

I can also confirm to the Deputy that the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, the 
Road Safety Authority, the Courts Service and An Garda Síochána met in August to discuss 
road traffic enforcement and that the non-production of driving licences was one of the matters 
discussed at this meeting. 

The Criminal Justice (Fixed Charge Processing System (FCPS)) Working Group, chaired 
by officials from both my Department and Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and 
attended by the Courts Service among other agencies, actively monitors progress and relevant 
developments in the area of road traffic enforcement. I have asked my officials to meet with 
Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and the Courts Service via this forum to discuss 
how the process of obtaining driver information upon conviction is currently operating under 
section 33 of the Road Traffic Act 2016. The Working Group will meet during October and I 
can confirm to the Deputy that this important enforcement issue will be discussed. I am happy 
to update the Deputy further after the appropriate meeting has taken place.

The Deputy may also be aware that the Master Licence Record programme, established 
by Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, is implementing further measures to assist 
in endorsement of penalty points by matching vehicle and driver records on the NVDF. This 
project will go some way to addressing the issue of ‘unmatched offences’ by matching vehicle 
and driver records on the NVDF, and, over time, by establishing owner identity for all vehicle 
records. I am informed by my colleague, the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, Mr. 
Shane Ross, T.D., who has responsibility for road traffic legislation that, due to legislative and 
operational issues, full population of the Master Licence Record Programme is likely to take 
several years.

However, it is important to acknowledge that there will be always be complex scenarios 
when attempting to endorse driving licences in respect of road traffic offences; for example, 
instances where the vehicle owner is not driving at the time of an offence, or when an offending 
vehicle is owned by a company. It is equally important to note that disqualified drivers consti-
tute a major component of those who do not surrender driving licences. 

Finally, the Deputy may be aware that Minister Ross has proposed the amendment of sec-
tion 40 of the Road Traffic Act 1961 to remove the existing Garda discretion to allow a driver 
10 days in which to produce his/her licence/learner permit at a Garda station and, as a result, to 
provide for the mandatory carry of licence/permit. This proposal will be discussed further over 
the coming period. 

01/10/2019WRL04900Garda Stations
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283. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the 
development of the new Garda station in Clonmel, County Tipperary; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39783/19]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The resources provided 
by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented levels, with an allocation of 
€1.76 billion for 2019, as well as capital investment amounting to €92 million this year.  These 
resources are being provided in support of the Government’s commitment to ensuring a strong 
and visible police presence throughout the country to maintain and strengthen community en-
gagement, provide reassurance to citizens and deter crime.

The Office of Public Works has responsibility for the provision and maintenance of Garda 
accommodation. Works in relation to Garda accommodation are progressed by the Garda au-
thorities working in close cooperation with the Office of Public Works (OPW).

The Garda Building and Refurbishment Programme 2016-2021 programme is based on 
agreed Garda priorities. It continues to benefit over 30 locations around the country, under-
pinned by significant Exchequer funding across the Garda and OPW Votes.  In addition to that 
programme, other major ongoing works to the Garda estate include the pilot Garda station 
reopening project, the development of a new facility at Military Road and the major refurbish-
ment of Fitzgibbon Street station.  The clear goal of this investment is to address deficiencies in 
the Garda estate and provide fit-for-purpose facilities for Garda members and staff, as well as 
the public interacting with them.

The Public Private Partnership (PPP) arrangement included in the Building and Refurbish-
ment Programme is intended to deliver new stations in Sligo, Macroom and Clonmel. The OPW 
has agreed to provide its expert services in the design of the three stations in question.

PPP projects are progressed under the auspices of the National Development Finance Agen-
cy (NDFA).  My Department, An Garda Síochána, the OPW and the NDFA are working closely 
in order to progress this project. 

The establishment of PPP projects can be complex and it is vital to get the projects right at 
the planning and design stage. Pending delivery of the new stations, I am informed that Garda 
management and the OPW have been working to improve conditions and facilities at the exist-
ing stations in Sligo, Macroom and Clonmel. 

01/10/2019WRL05200Legal Aid Service Data

284. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the costs in-
curred for the provision of criminal and civil legal aid since 1 January 2018 to date; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39784/19]

01/10/2019WRL05400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, arrangements for the provision of legal aid differ between Civil Legal Aid and Criminal 
Legal Aid and I will deal with each in turn in responding to his question.

Criminal Legal Aid

Under the Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) Act 1962, it is the Courts, through the judiciary, that 
are responsible for the granting of legal aid.   An applicant for criminal legal aid must establish 
to the satisfaction of the Court that his/her means are insufficient to enable him/her to pay for 
legal representation for him/herself.  The Court must also be satisfied that, by reason of the 
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gravity of the charge or exceptional circumstances, it is essential in the interests of justice that 
the applicant should have legal aid. 

Statistics for expenditure on criminal legal aid are not compiled in a manner allowing ex-
penditure to be readily identifies on a county-by-county basis.   Expenditure on criminal legal 
aid in each of the years 20181 to 2019 (June 2019) is set out in the following table:

Year                       Expenditure €m

2018 64.806
2019 (June 2019) 31.273 (June 2019)
I am advised by the Courts Service that it is not possible to provide statistics in respect of 

the refusal of applications for criminal legal aid by the courts. 

Civil Legal Aid

The provision of civil legal aid in the State is delivered by the Legal Aid Board pursuant 
to the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995 and the Civil Legal Aid Regulations 1996 to 2017. The Board 
operates 30 full time law centres and a number of part time law centres in Ireland. The Board 
also provides mediation services to help separating couples to negotiate their own agreement.

The majority of the Board’s income consists of a grant received from my Department. This 
funding is used to provide the Board’s services in all its offices across the country, as well as the 
support services provided to law centres centrally from the Board’s head office. 

As with criminal legal aid, it is not possible to extract and isolate the total cost of civil legal 
aid in any one office or county in a given year. To do so, it would be necessary to devise a basis 
on which to attribute, to each county, all expenditure incurred by the Legal Aid Board centrally.  
Complexities may also arise at local level, for example a client living in County Limerick may 
choose to apply for legal aid to Ennis Law Centre.  It is also important to note that in a case 
where two parties to a dispute seek the services of the Board at one law centre, one of the parties 
concerned will be required to engage with a different law centre, which may be in a neighbour-
ing county.

However funding provided to the Legal Aid Board by my Department for the years 2018-
2019 is set out in the following table:

Year                              Budget Allocation €m

2018 40.275
2019 40.796

01/10/2019WRM00200International Protection

01/10/2019WRM00300285. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
persons in the international protection process that are housed in emergency accommodation; 
the number that are children; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39799/19]

01/10/2019WRM00400Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
My Department is responsible for offering accommodation and related services to international 
protection applicants while their claim for protection is being examined. Due to an unexpected 
rise in applications (+36% in the first six months of the year), the International Protection Ac-
commodation Services (IPAS, formerly the Reception and Integration Agency), of my Depart-
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ment is experiencing significant upward pressure on its accommodation portfolio.  

As of 22 September 2019, there are 1,379 applicants residing in 34 emergency accommoda-
tion locations in hotels and guest houses. 278 of these applicants are children. As the Deputy 
will appreciate, my Department does not disclose the specific location of any emergency ac-
commodation centres in order to protect the identity of international protection applicants.

Every effort is being made to re-accommodate applicants in emergency locations to a dedi-
cated accommodation centre as quickly as possible where we can provide the full range of State 
services and supports. 

IPAS is actively working on securing additional capacity, both in its existing centres and 
through sourcing new centres via a series of regional procurement competitions and advertised 
expressions of interest for accommodation provision. .

01/10/2019WRM00500International Protection

01/10/2019WRM00600286. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
emergency accommodation centres in use to house persons in the international protection pro-
cess; the location of these centres; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39800/19]

01/10/2019WRM00700Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
My Department is responsible for offering accommodation and related services to international 
protection applicants while their claim for protection is being examined. As of 22 September 
2019, 7,393 persons were being provided with accommodation by the International Protection 
Accommodation Services (IPAS, formerly the Reception and Integration Agency) of my De-
partment. 

Currently, there are 6,014 persons residing in the 38 accommodation centres located na-
tionwide across 18 counties. As these centres are at full capacity, there are also a further 1,379 
applicants residing in 34 emergency accommodation locations in hotels and guest houses.  As 
the Deputy will appreciate, my Department does not disclose the specific location of any emer-
gency accommodation centres in order to protect the identity of the international protection 
applicants.

Every effort is being made to re-accommodate applicants in emergency locations to a dedi-
cated accommodation centre as quickly as possible where we can provide the full range of State 
services and supports. 

IPAS is actively working on securing additional capacity, both in its existing centres and 
through sourcing new accommodation centres via a series of regional procurement competi-
tions and the advertisement of expressions of interest for the provision of accommodation. 

01/10/2019WRM00800International Protection

01/10/2019WRM00900287. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
vulnerability assessments that have been carried out to date on persons in the international 
protection process in line with obligations under the European Communities (Reception Condi-
tions) Regulations 2018; his views on reports that as of July 2019 no such formal assessments 
had been carried out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39801/19]

01/10/2019WRM01000Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
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In June 2018, Ireland opted into the EU (recast) Reception Conditions Directive. This Direc-
tive lays down the standards for the reception of international protection applicants. Article 21 
of the Directive requires Member States, in implementing the Directive, to take into account 
the specific situation of vulnerable persons, and Article 22 provides for the assessment of the 
special reception needs of vulnerable persons.

Ireland transposed the Directive by way of the European Communities (Reception Condi-
tions) Regulations 2018. While there is no formal procedure in place for vulnerability assess-
ments, Regulation 8 refers to vulnerable persons and provides for an assessment in relation to 
an applicant’s special reception needs within 30 days of presentation or application.  

Every applicant has an initial interview conducted when they first attend the International 
Protection Office in Dublin. If the applicant indicates that they require accommodation , he or 
she will then be assessed for any specific reception needs. The result of the assessment is taken 
into account when assigning accommodation to the individual. 

Applicants are also invited for an initial health assessment on a voluntary basis. A Health 
Screening Team, which is funded and managed by the HSE, is located onsite at the Balseskin 
Reception Centre for this purpose. The team comprises of GPs, a Medical Officer, a Clinical 
Nurse Specialist and two nurses, a primary care social worker, two primary care psychologists 
and clerical/administration support. The team offers a range of individual services and screen-
ing for medical and psychosocial needs and makes onward referrals for any further treatment 
required. These health professionals communicate with my officials in the International Protec-
tion Accommodation Service (IPAS - formerly RIA), within the bounds of patient confidential-
ity, if a particular need is identified that will impact the person’s accommodation requirements. 
In the coming weeks, a new primary care facility will be opening in Balseskin, which will en-
able the health care team to provide their services in a facility that is to the standard of all new 
HSE primary care facilities. 

In addition, arrangements are in place with Safetynet, who carry out health screening in 
various parts of the country on behalf of the HSE, to offer the screening service to those who 
do not, for whatever reason, avail of it in Dublin. Staff from Safetynet liaise with the IPAS if 
the person is deemed vulnerable on medical or related grounds. This can include a request that 
special arrangements should be taken regarding the assignment of the person’s accommodation, 
for example if they need to be located near a particular hospital. 

My Department is continually reviewing how to improve services to applicants and my of-
ficials are currently examining the options available for putting in place a formal procedure for 
the identification and assessment of those applicants deemed to be vulnerable in accordance 
with Article 21 of the Reception Conditions Directive.

To assist in determining how best we can meet the health and related needs of applicants, 
the HSE National Office for Social Inclusion has recently commissioned research to explore the 
concept of vulnerability with a view to further improving our existing processes. I look forward 
to the outcome of this research.

It is also important to emphasise that all Departments and their agencies involved in the de-
livery of services and supports to applicants have a role to play in identifying and addressing the 
needs of applicants who present as vulnerable. This is particularly the case where vulnerabili-
ties may only be disclosed or become evident after the initial stage of the protection process.  

For the purposes of the Directive and Regulation 8 of the 2018 Regulations, vulnerable per-
sons include minors, unaccompanied minors, disabled people, elderly people, pregnant women, 
single parents, victims of human trafficking, persons with serious illnesses, persons with mental 
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disorders and persons who have been subjected to torture, rape or other serious forms of psy-
chological, physical or sexual violence, such as victims of female genital mutilation.

01/10/2019WRM01100Garda Data

01/10/2019WRM01200288. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
community gardaí serving in An Garda Síochána as of 25 September 2019; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39831/19]

01/10/2019WRM01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of resources, including per-
sonnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the matter. 
Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in the context of 
crime trends and policing priorities, to ensure their optimum use.

I would point out however that community policing is at the heart of An Garda Síochána. 
It provides a means of recognising that every community – both urban and rural – has its own 
concerns and expectations.  The role of a community Garda is not a specialist role in An Garda 
Síochána; rather it is the case that all Gardaí have a role to play in community policing in car-
rying out their duties. The official categorisation as a Community Garda simply refers to those 
who are exclusively assigned to building relationships with local communities and civil society 
including giving talks to schools, community groups and others. It is a matter for the Divisional 
Chief Superintendent to determine the optimum distribution of duties among the personnel 
available to him or her having regard to the profile of the area and its specific needs.

The Deputy will be interested to note that a new “Community Policing Framework” is cur-
rently at an advanced stage. I understand that this new Framework will take into account the 
recommendations of the Report of the Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland (CoF-
PI), under which it is envisaged that community policing may be a specialism in some urban 
areas. In rural areas, community policing may be more of a hybrid model whereby all Gardaí in 
a District have a community responsibility but also attend to normal policing duties.

The number of Community Gardaí serving in An Garda Síochána as at 31 August 2019, the 
latest date for which figures are readily available, is 724.

I think it is also important to note the welcome roll-out of the new operating model of 
An Garda Síochána. This meets a key commitment in A Policing Service for the Future,   the 
four-year implementation plan giving effect to the recommendations of the Commission on the 
Future of Policing in Ireland. 

The Garda Operating Model re-organises resources around the delivery of front-line polic-
ing, placing an increased emphasis on engaging with communities and supporting victims of 
crime. I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that in each Division, there will be a dedicat-
ed Superintendent leading a community engagement team.  I am confident that this reorganisa-
tion will further strengthen community policing and engagement, and provide a more localised, 
responsive policing service for each Division nationwide.

01/10/2019WRM01400Courts Service Data

01/10/2019WRM01500289. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
convictions under Parts 11 and 13 of the Criminal Justice Act 2006 in each year since the com-



1 October 2019

129

mencement of those Parts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39834/19]

01/10/2019WRM01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The data requested by 
the Deputy refers is not maintained by the Department of Justice and Equality.  I have asked 
the Courts Service for the information requested and I will write directly to the Deputy when I 
receive it.

01/10/2019WRM01700Juvenile Offenders

01/10/2019WRM01800290. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the 
operation of the juvenile diversion programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39836/19]

01/10/2019WRM01900Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The Garda Youth Diversion Programme is a statutory programme under Part 4 of the Children 
Act 2001, as amended by the Criminal Justice Act 2006, which focuses on preventing criminal 
behaviour as well as diversion from the criminal justice system and rehabilitation of children 
between 10 and 18 years of age.  The programme is an essential part of Government strategy 
to help tackle youth crime, administered by An Garda Síochána, and it is very important that it 
operates effectively. 

As the Deputy is aware, serious issues arose in relation to the handling of cases which had 
been deemed unsuitable for the Garda Youth Diversion Programme.  These issues did not in-
volve any negative implications for the effectiveness of the Diversion Programme itself, which 
is a valuable mechanism to help young offenders turn away from crime. 

The operation of the programme by An Garda Síochána is strongly supported by a nation-
wide network of 106 Garda Youth Diversion Projects, which are funded by my Department and 
operated by community-based organisations.  The projects receive referrals from a number of 
sources, but primarily from the Garda Juvenile Liaison Officers.  

The Deputy may also be aware that an expert Steering Group is currently developing a new 
Youth Justice Strategy, including a review of the Children Act. The Steering Group commenced 
its work in February and has had a series of meetings during this year which will continue into 
next year. The Group is tasked with advising and guiding the development of the new Strategy, 
including consideration of the full range of issues connected to children and young people at 
risk of coming into contact with the criminal justice system, from early intervention and pre-
ventative work, including family support, diversion from crime, through to court processes and 
facilities, supervision of offenders, detention and reintegration and support post release.

01/10/2019WRM02000Assisted Decision Making

01/10/2019WRM02100291. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason for the 
delay in commencing all parts of the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015; the time-
frame for the commencement of the Act in full; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39843/19]

01/10/2019WRM02200Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
The Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 provides a modern statutory framework to 
support decision-making by adults with capacity difficulties. The Act was signed into law on 30 
December 2015 but has not yet been fully commenced.  The Act provides for the establishment 



Questions - Written Answers

130

of new administrative processes and support measures, including the setting up of the Deci-
sion Support Service within the Mental Health Commission (a body under the Department of 
Health). 

The Decision Support Service is working towards being operational and ready for the com-
mencement of the main provisions of the Act in 2020.  This lead in timeframe ensures that 
sufficient staff resources, processes, IT system, expert panels, codes of practice and regulations 
will be in place so that the Decision Support Service will have the capacity to be up and running 
effectively. There are many complex strands to this preparatory work, including the involve-
ment of multiple organisations.  

A high-level Steering Group comprised of senior officials from the Department of Justice 
and Equality, the Department of Health, the Mental Health Commission and the Courts Service, 
together with the Director of the Decision Support Service, is overseeing the establishment and 
commissioning of the Decision Support Service and this work is ongoing. There are many com-
plex strands to this work, including involvement of multiple organisations.  

A number of provisions of the 2015 Act were commenced in October 2016 in order to prog-
ress the setting up of the Decision Support Service. The Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) 
Act 2015 (Commencement of Certain Provisions) Order 2016 (S.I. No. 515 of 2016) com-
menced provisions of the Act to enable the recruitment of the Director of the Decision Support 
Service. Ms Áine Flynn was appointed Director of the Decision Support Service on 2 October 
2017.  

The commencement of Part 8 of the Act, which provides a legislative framework for ad-
vance healthcare directives, is a matter for the Minister for Health.  The Minister for Health, 
under the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 (Commencement of Certain Provi-
sions) (No. 2) Order 2016 (S.I. No. 517 of 2016), brought some provisions of Part 8 of the Act 
into operation on 17 October 2016. The commenced provisions provide for the establishment 
by the Minister for Health of a multi-disciplinary group to make recommendations to the Di-
rector of the Decision Support Service in relation to codes of practice on advance healthcare 
directives. In anticipation of the completion of that process, the Minister for Health commenced 
the remainder of section 91 on 17 December 2018 (S.I. No. 527 of 2018). 

The key preparations are being put in place under the oversight of the Steering Group to al-
low for further commencement orders for the provisions of the 2015 Act to be made when the 
Decision Support Service is ready to roll out the new decision-making support options.  

Significant progress has been made on preparing for commencement of the remainder of the 
2015 Act. In April 2018, the Mental Health Commission engaged the consultancy firm Bear-
ingPoint to support the development of a detailed, costed plan to establish a fully operational 
Decision Support Service. The contract also includes ongoing project management support for 
the design and establishment of the organisation, business processes, IT systems and risk man-
agement framework.

The Mental Health Commission has also received sanction for the recruitment of a number 
of staff for the Decision Support Service and also a number of staff to provide shared services 
for the Mental Health Commission and Decision Support Service. These staff are being re-
cruited on a phased basis by the Mental Health Commission.  

The National Disability Authority is currently finalising its work on the suite of draft codes 
of practice in relation to non-healthcare matters which are required to be prepared under section 
103 of the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015.  
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In June 2018, my Department recruited an external legal expert to assist in the preparation 
of draft regulations in relation to decision-making assistance agreements, co-decision-making 
agreements, certain matters relating to decision-making representatives, and enduring powers 
of attorney.  These regulation-making powers are provided for in sections 10(4), 31, 45(3), 
45(4), 46(3) and 79 of the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015. Work on the draft 
regulations is on-going.

01/10/2019WRM02300International Protection

01/10/2019WRM02400292. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps he is taking 
to address concerns in a new report by an organisation (details supplied) which shows refugee 
children need more mental health, integration and education supports here through the Irish 
refugee protection programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39868/19]

01/10/2019WRM02500Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I am aware of the recent report by the organisation referred to by the Deputy.  I am working 
closely with my colleagues, via a whole of Government approach, to deliver appropriate and in-
clusive supports for refugees who are resettled to Ireland under the Irish Refugee Protection 
Programme (IRPP). 

In 2015, the Government established a cross-departmental Taskforce to implement the IRPP, 
which I chair.  The Task Force seeks to support the work of local authorities and other relevant 
bodies in undertaking refugee resettlement and integration initiatives. It includes representa-
tives from a number of Government Departments,  An Garda Síochána, the HSE, Tusla the Irish 
Red Cross and the UNHCR.  

In addition, the Community Sponsorship Programme for the resettlement of refugees in Ire-
land involves cooperation between state and non-state stakeholders. The engagement of com-
munities in the reception, resettlement and integration of refugees is recognised internationally 
as an effective approach towards contributing to the well-being of refugees and receiving com-
munities. I would like to see more communities becoming involved in this initiative.  

In relation to supports for refugee children, among the specific supports provided are ac-
cess to on-site psychologists, HSE mental health awareness through performance arts, access to 
childcare facilities and access to sports/athletics clubs and family outings. 

  Question No. 293 answered with Question No. 248.

01/10/2019WRM02700Capital Expenditure Programme

01/10/2019WRM02800294. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the final agreed 
tender price, the date of the tender for the contract and the final overall amount paid and the date 
of the final payment in respect of each capital expenditure project completed since 1 January 
2014 by his Department or an agency under the remit of his Department and which ended up 
costing €10 million or more in tabular form; the reason the final amount paid exceeded the final 
tender price; the details available in respect of projects in which construction is not complete to 
date or in which the final settlement account has not been agreed to date; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39928/19]

01/10/2019WRM02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to advise the Dep-
uty that there were no capital projects in excess of €10m completed by my Department since 
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2014.  I have requested that relevant Agencies under the remit of my Department and operat-
ing under a separate Vote structure (Courts Service, Prison Service and An Garda Síochána) 
respond directly to the Deputy. 

01/10/2019WRM03000Domestic Violence Policy

01/10/2019WRM03100295. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
a report by an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39973/19]

01/10/2019WRM03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I welcome the publica-
tion of  the report referred to by the Deputy.  

Women’s Aid have campaigned tirelessly to highlight the impact of domestic violence and 
the report referred to provides important first-hand accounts of the abuse suffered by victims of 
domestic abuse.  Understanding the experience of such victims is important to me as Minister 
and greatly assists in the development of Government policy in this important area.  And my 
Department will study the report carefully in that context. 

It is important to note that the Government has already brought forward a range of new 
laws in recent years in order to help address domestic violence, as part of the Second National 
Strategy on Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence 2016-2021.

Central to this is the landmark Domestic Violence Act 2018, which came into force on 1 
January of this year.  Other developments in this area include the enactment of the Criminal 
Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017, which introduced a statutory definition of consent, and the 
Criminal Justice (Victims of Crime) Act 2017, which provides a wide range of measures to pro-
tect and inform victims during the progress of their case through the Criminal Justice system.

In addition, on International Women’s Day, I announced Ireland’s ratification of the Istanbul 
Convention (the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against 
women and domestic violence). 

Further, An Garda Síochána is continuously improving its specialist services. Responding 
to the needs of victims has seen the rolling out by the Garda Commissioner of Divisional Pro-
tective Services Units (DPSUs) with specially trained officers responsible for engagement with 
and interviewing of victims. These Units will support the delivery of a consistent and profes-
sional approach to the investigation of sexual and domestic crime.  

I note that the report referred to also referred to sentencing in this field.  I would point out 
that the judiciary is independent in matters of sentencing. However the Judicial Council Act 
2019 will provide for the development of sentencing guidelines by the judiciary themselves. 

01/10/2019WRM03300Work Permits Applications

01/10/2019WRM03400296. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the status of an application for a work permit by a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [39363/19]

01/10/2019WRM03500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Employment Permits Section of my Department inform me that, on 15th August 2019, it re-
ceived a standard application for a General Employment Permit in respect of the named indi-
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vidual. 

The Employment Permits Section is currently processing standard applications received on 
2nd July 2019.  As such, this application should be considered within the next 5-6 weeks.

01/10/2019WRM03600Regional Enterprise Development Fund Data

01/10/2019WRM03700297. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
2017, 2018 and 2019 budget allocations to the regional enterprise development fund for proj-
ects in each county relating to e-hubs, enterprise spaces, incubation, food hubs and co-working; 
the annual amount expended for projects that were allocated funding; the number of applica-
tions to the fund relating to eHubs, enterprise spaces, incubation, food hubs and co-working 
respectively by county in each of the years 2017 to 2018 and to date in 2019; the number of 
successful and unsuccessful applications, respectively by county in each year; the approved 
projects annually in each county; the amount of approved funding to successful applications 
in each year to date by county; and the number of payments that have issued to date in tabular 
form. [39280/19]

01/10/2019WRM03800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department and its agencies are actively engaged in the development of regional digital hubs / 
ehubs which enable and support new business development, provide the opportunity for busi-
ness relocation, and for full-time or part-time remote working from regional locations. A num-
ber of projects which have been offered funding under, for example, the competitive Regional 
Enterprise Development Fund (REDF), are already prototype ehubs and should develop over 
time into more sustainable ehubs in their own right.  

 In the context of the further development of ehubs, as envisaged in Project Ireland 2040, in 
support of efforts to expand entrepreneurship and start-ups in every region, Enterprise Ireland 
is addressing the need to expand and further develop co-working initiatives including through 
existing community enterprise centres as set out in their recently launched regional strategy 
‘Powering the Regions’. 

The relevant projects funded as part of the first and second Calls of the REDF that I an-
nounced in December 2017 and December 2018 and the details sought by the Deputy are set 
out in the following tables. The successful projects under Call 1 were announced in December 
2017, so no payments were made in 2017.  In June 2019 I announced a further €45m to be made 
available under this Fund and this third call for applications closed on 25th September 2019. 
It is expected that the successful projects in the third call will be announced before the end of 
2019.

 [<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-01_pq297-1-10-2019_en.docx”>REDF Funding</a>]

01/10/2019WRM03900Work Permits Applications Data

01/10/2019WRM04000298. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
valid employment permit application processing time by total number of work days in each 
month in each of the years 2009 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [39345/19]

01/10/2019WRM04100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The average amount of work days taken to process an employment permit application, in each 
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month from the years to 2009 and to date in 2019, is set out in the following table as requested 
by the Deputy.

Statistics setting out Average Number of Business Days to Process Applications from Janu-
ary 2009 to Aug 2019

Year 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Jan 29 34 50 46 35 26 23 34 25 25 43
Feb 24 67 57 37 30 19 27 39 40 28 43
Mar 28 64 60 41 27 17 28 35 28 28 38
Apr 34 60 63 38 25 17 25 29 32 29 35
May 38 63 59 36 23 18 20 23 26 29 31
Jun 42 77 44 44 22 20 22 24 22 28 24
Jul 53 43 48 39 21 18 18 21 26 38 33
Aug 63 41 42 35 29 16 31 26 29 51 35
Sep 71 42 40 35 34 14 39 15 25 46 31 
Oct 70 33 39 36 26 24 29 22 24 47  
Nov 194 243 43 34 33 25 22 26 24 49  
Dec 58 45 41 31 27 21 21 29 22 38  
 

01/10/2019WRM04200Departmental Correspondence

01/10/2019WRM04300299. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
correspondence between her Department and INAB in 2018 and to date in 2019. [39457/19]

01/10/2019WRM04400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Irish National Accreditation Board (INAB) is the national body with responsibility for the ac-
creditation of laboratories, certification bodies and inspection bodies. INAB was established in 
1985. The functions of INAB include the provision of accreditation in accordance with the rel-
evant International Organisation for Standardisation ISO 17000 series of standards and guides.

INAB is the sole national accreditation body for Ireland as appointed under EU Regulation 
765/2008. The provision of the accreditation service for Irish enterprises is managed by the 
INAB executive and over seen by the INAB Board with the support of externally contracted 
expertise. INAB acts independently in carrying out its accreditation roles.

Following the dissolution of Forfás in June 2014 INAB became a committee of the Health 
and Safety Authority (HSA). 

The primary nature of contact between Departmental officials and INAB officials is related 
to the appointment of Notified Bodies. My Department is the Notifying Authority for the con-
formity assessment of certain products being placed on the EU internal market. If a Conformity 
Assessment Body applies to my Department to be appointed as a Notified Body under certain 
EU Directives (see attached at Appendix 1) then the Department seeks confirmation from INAB 
officials that the Conformity Assessment Body has received accreditation from INAB. This 
arises only in relation to accreditation provided by INAB to a Conformity Assessment Body 
under a specific number of EU Directives and it is in this context that my Department would 
seek information from INAB on individual accreditations. 
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However, it should be noted that the Department has no role in relation to decisions made by 
INAB as to who should be accredited and/or how the accreditation process should be conducted 
by INAB as INAB carries out this role independently. 

In addition, officials from my Department have been in regular contact with INAB officials 
for the last few years in relation to matters concerning accreditation processes in the context 
of Brexit. INAB officials have participated in a number of publicity events organised by my 
Department, and other Departments, in order to highlight the potential impact of Brexit on Irish 
businesses who currently use UK based accreditation services.

Other interactions between officials from my Departments concerning INAB include inter-
action with the HSA on the financing and staffing of INAB in the context of the overall opera-
tional management and staffing of the HSA. 

INAB is also a member of the Market Surveillance Forum, an inter-Departmental/Agency 
forum, chaired by my Department, involving all the Market Surveillance Authorities within the 
State in addition to other relevant stakeholders, this forum meets on a quarterly basis. 

Given the above the Deputy will appreciate it is not possible to account for each individual 
exchange of correspondence for the period requested by the Deputy in this reply.

However, if the Deputy has a particular topic in mind, my Department will be pleased to 
assist him. 

01/10/2019WRM04500Departmental Correspondence

01/10/2019WRM04600300. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
correspondence between her Department and the Department of Health in 2018 and to date in 
2019. [39458/19]

01/10/2019WRM04700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department has regular correspondence with the Department of Health, and all Government 
Departments, on a variety of issues across the wide range of its remit. 

In the time available it is not possible to provide details of all such correspondence during 
the period in question. If the Deputy wishes to receive details of correspondence on any particu-
lar topic or policy area I will endeavour to provide these.

01/10/2019WRM04800Departmental Correspondence

01/10/2019WRM04900301. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
correspondence from her or her Department or her advisers with a person (details supplied) or 
their offices and-or their employees in each of the years 2017 to 22 September 2019. [39542/19]

01/10/2019WRM05000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In the 
time available, it has not been possible to compile the information requested.   My Department 
will supply the information requested within the prescribed time limit once it has been collated.

01/10/2019WRM05100Enterprise Support Schemes

01/10/2019WRM05200302. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation her 
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views on the ranking of 22nd in the EU for Ireland for new start-ups; and her priorities to im-
prove the ranking. [39562/19]

01/10/2019WRM05300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation, I have a strong focus of developing indig-
enous businesses. I am consistently engaging and listening to the needs of start-ups and estab-
lished small businesses. 

I am keenly aware of their importance as SMEs account for 99.8% of all enterprises in the 
State and are predominantly indigenous. My Department through its Agencies, Enterprise Ire-
land and the Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs), provides a range of tailored supports to small and 
medium enterprises. Supports include access to finance, management development, mentoring 
supports, business development programmes, market supports and trade promotion. 

Ireland continues to be very supportive of entrepreneurial activity and once again ranks 1st 
in Europe in terms of our entrepreneurs being held in high esteem. The 2018 Global Entrepre-
neurship Monitor annual index of early stage entrepreneurs indicates that Ireland had increased 
rates of entrepreneurship in 2018 and holds a position of 5th in Europe compared to 6th   in 
2017. Importantly, also reported is that the gap between male and female entrepreneurs has 
continued to narrow from a previous 2 to 1 ratio to a ratio of 1.6 to 1 in 2018. 

While Ireland has a healthy and positive perception of entrepreneurship, I am cognisant of 
the need to create and support an environment where our budding entrepreneurs can thrive and 
succeed. 

That is why in the 2019 Budget I allocated an additional €3m to Enterprise Ireland and €5m 
to the Local Enterprise Offices.  This extra funding assists our Agencies to reach more of our 
entrepreneurs and SMEs to help grow and scale their businesses which are at the heart of our 
economic growth. 

Enterprise Ireland’s High Potential Start-Up (HPSU) team provides support and advice to 
entrepreneurs and early stage companies that have an innovative product, service or technology, 
and the potential to export.

The 31 LEOs are the ‘first-stop-shop’ for advice and guidance, financial assistance and other 
non-financial supports for anyone intending to start or grow their own business. The LEOs 
provide a ‘signposting’ service in relation to all relevant State supports available through agen-
cies such as Revenue, the Department of Social Protection, Education and Training Boards, the 
Credit Review Office and Microfinance Ireland. The LEOs can also offer advice and guidance 
in areas such as Local Authority rates, Public Procurement and other regulations affecting busi-
ness.

My Department also runs the www.supportingsmes.gov.ie online portal that enables start-
ups and small business to navigate the supports available from all the different government 
departments, agencies and initiatives. This online tool also advertises upcoming events that 
would be of interest to entrepreneurs and established SME’s such as financial literacy classes or 
business management workshops. 

To further my commitment to the future growth of our indigenous small and medium enter-
prises, I commissioned the OECD Review of SME Policies in Ireland in March 2018. 

The aim of the review is to provide tailored analysis and recommendations to my Depart-
ment and the Irish government on how to improve the design and implementation of national 
SME and entrepreneurship policies and programmes, based on an assessment of the country’s 
current SME and entrepreneurship performance, framework conditions and policies based on 
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international comparisons. 

This is a collaborative body of work and involves considerable input from Government de-
partments, agencies, representative groups and most importantly, indigenous businesses them-
selves. This review is currently nearing completion and will be launched with an accompanying 
SME Strategy Roadmap by myself and the OECD Deputy Secretary General Knudsen on the 
23rd   October 2019. This will assist my Department in developing a SME Strategy which will 
be part of the Future Jobs Framework. 

I and my Department will continue to hold structured dialogue with key stakeholders and 
advocate across Government to ensure the needs of SMEs and entrepreneurs are considered in 
the execution of national policy. 

01/10/2019WRM05400State Aid

01/10/2019WRM05500303. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
progress being made with the EU in seeking approval for the relaxation of State aid rules. 
[39565/19]

01/10/2019WRM05600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department and its agencies are providing extensive supports, schemes and advice to ensure 
that businesses are prepared for Brexit.  My Department has been working closely with the EU 
Commission and DG Competition since November 2017 through the Irish/EU Technical Work-
ing Group on State Aid which was established following a meeting between my predecessor, 
Frances Fitzgerald and the Commissioner for Competition, Margrethe Vestager.  The Group 
comprises senior representatives from DG Comp, my Department, the Department of Agricul-
ture, Food and the Marine and Enterprise Ireland.  Its objective has been to scope and design 
schemes to support enterprises impacted by Brexit in line with State Aid rules.  

Much has been achieved by this Working Group which last met in June.  It has examined 
and explored a range of opportunities within State Aid rules which has resulted in the develop-
ment of the Future Growth Loan Scheme, the expansion of Ireland’s Rescue and Restructuring 
Scheme to include Temporary liquidity aid and an increase in the EU approval for the Rescue 
& Restructuring Scheme to €200 million. Through the mechanism of the Technical Working 
Group, Ireland has fully utilised the provisions of the State aid framework to enable the invest-
ment by Enterprise Ireland of €74 million in 2018  in Brexit impacted businesses.   Earlier this 
year, following intense engagement by my Department and the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and Marine, approval was received to provide capital support to Carbery Food Ingredi-
ents based in Cork towards financing a large diversification project to mitigate the impacts of 
Brexit, and further options are being developed to support large food companies.  The work of 
this Group is ongoing.

Earlier this year I met with Commissioner Vestager.  The focus of the meeting centred 
around the severe challenges that Irish businesses will face when the UK leaves the EU and the 
need for appropriate and timely State supports.   It was agreed that Irish officials will continue 
to work closely with the Commissioner’s team in addressing any State aid issues that may arise 
to ensure a rapid and appropriate response as the ultimate shape of Brexit and its firm-level 
implication become known.  I have received assurances from the Commissioner that the Com-
mission stands ready to act urgently in mitigation against the impacts of Brexit on Irish firms.

Should issues arise that require an approach that does not fit within the existing State aid 
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rules, this will be raised as part of these Working Group discussions.

01/10/2019WRM05700IDA Ireland Data

01/10/2019WRM05800304. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of IDA Ireland facilities constructed in Dublin in each of the past three years to 
date; the cost of each facility; the number occupied; the number vacant; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [39574/19]

01/10/2019WRM05900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): IDA 
Ireland has not constructed any facilities in Dublin over the past three years. There has been 
strong market activity in that period in the capital, in terms of the provision of property so-
lutions for overseas firms seeking to expand or invest there. The supply of such properties 
remains adequate and it is expected that Dublin will continue to attract further foreign direct 
investment (FDI). 

Given the importance of strengthening the spread of FDI across Ireland, the Agency’s recent 
property activities have placed a particular emphasis on regional development and continued 
investment in the Regional Property Programme (RPP). The RPP aims to boost investment 
and job creation in the regions through the construction of office and technology buildings in 
advance of demand for both existing and prospective IDA client companies. This has already 
helped secure a number of significant investments for regional Ireland and the RPP will remain 
an important tool through which investors can be encouraged to locate in areas outside of Dub-
lin. 

My Department will continue to keep the IDA’s property requirements under review in the 
time ahead. 

01/10/2019WRN00200Capital Expenditure Programme

01/10/2019WRN00300305. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the final agreed tender price, the date of the tender for the contract and the final overall amount 
paid and the date of the final payment in respect of each capital expenditure project completed 
since 1 January 2014 by her Department or an agency under the remit of her Department and 
which ended up costing €10 million or more in tabular form; the reason the final amount paid 
exceeded the final tender price; the details available in respect of projects in which construction 
is not complete to date or in which the final settlement account has not been agreed to date; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [39917/19]

01/10/2019WRN00400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I 
would advise the Deputy that capital expenditure by my Department is mainly by way of grants 
to support the multi-annual capital investment programmes of our Enterprise Development and 
Innovation Agencies and as such does not involve capital projects requiring tendering etc. In 
terms of my Department’s Agencies, I have asked my officials to contact the relevant Agencies 
concerned in relation to the information sought by the Deputy and I will contact the Deputy in 
relation to the information received in due course.

01/10/2019WRN00500HSE Staff Remuneration
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01/10/2019WRN00600306. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the status of pay restoration for 
grade 3 and clerical officer that was agreed in March of this year (details supplied) but has not 
been implemented to date in the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39742/19]

01/10/2019WRN00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

01/10/2019WRN00800Nursing Homes Support Scheme Administration

01/10/2019WRN00900307. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding the fair deal scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39803/19]

01/10/2019WRN01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The proposed policy 
change to the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS), to cap contributions based on farm and 
business assets at 3 years where a family successor commits to working the productive asset, 
has been approved by Government. My Department developed draft Heads of Bill while con-
sidering a number of complex ancillary policy and operational matters which may need to be 
addressed in the proposed legislation. 

It is intended that this proposed policy change, the 3 year cap, will be extended to eligible 
existing participants in long term residential care so that they are not disadvantaged, but that 
there would be no retrospective recoupment of contributions for those who have paid contribu-
tions over and above the 3 year period. 

The General Scheme of Bill for the NHSS was approved by Government on the 11 June 
2019 and subsequently published. The changes to the Scheme will come into effect as soon 
as the legislative process is successfully complete. I intend to progress this as quickly as pos-
sible, however, the timeline for completion of the legislation will also depend on how it passes 
through the Houses. The General Scheme has been sent to the relevant Joint Committee and I 
look forward to participating in pre-legislative scrutiny when a date is agreed with the Com-
mittee.

01/10/2019WRN01100General Practitioner Services

01/10/2019WRN01200308. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health if consideration will be given 
to extending the general practitioner visit card to include carers that are in receipt of the carer’s 
support grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39972/19]

01/10/2019WRN01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Since 1 September 2018 all those in receipt 
of either a full or half-rate Carer’s Allowance or Carer’s Benefit are automatically eligible for a 
GP service free of charge.

There are currently no plans to extend GP Visit Cards to persons specifically in receipt of 
a Carer’s Support Grant (formerly known as the Respite Care Grant). However it is noted that 
many persons in receipt of this Grant will qualify for a GP visit card as the Carer’s Support 
Grant is paid automatically to persons in receipt of Carer’s Allowance or Carer’s Benefit.

01/10/2019WRN01400Medicinal Products Reimbursement
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01/10/2019WRN01500309. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the average waiting times for 
approval for new drugs; the way in which this compares to other OECD or EU countries; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39267/19]

01/10/2019WRN01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department does not collate data on the 
average time taken for new medicines to become available in Ireland compared to other EU or 
OECD countries.

“League tables” comparing speed of reimbursement in Ireland with other countries are often 
misleading since several countries have quite different and often less rigorous statutory assess-
ment arrangements than Ireland. Furthermore, many of the newer products being licensed are 
falling well short of cost-effectiveness thresholds, with limited clinical benefits.

As the Deputy is aware, the Oireachtas put in place a robust legal framework, in the Health 
(Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, to give full statutory powers to the HSE to 
assess and make decisions on reimbursement of medicines, taking account of a range of objec-
tive factors and expert opinion as appropriate. These include the clinical and cost effectiveness 
of the product, the opportunity cost, the potential or actual budget impact, and the impact on 
resources that are available to the HSE.

In line with the 2013 Act, if a company would like a medicine to be reimbursed by the HSE 
pursuant to the Community Drugs scheme, the company must first submit an application to the 
HSE to have the new medicine added to the Reimbursement List.

As outlined in the IPHA agreement, and in line with the 2013 Act, the HSE will decide, 
within 180 days of receiving the application (or a longer period if further information is sought 
from the company), to either add the medicine to the reimbursement list or agree to reimburse 
it as a hospital medicine, or refuse to reimburse the medicine.

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE). The NCPE conducts health technology assessments (HTAs) for the HSE and makes 
recommendations on reimbursement to assist HSE decisions. The NCPE uses a decision frame-
work to systematically assess whether a drug is cost-effective as a health intervention.

The process for assessing applications works very well where the new medicines have 
strong evidence of clinical effectiveness and are priced in a cost-effective manner.  Delays in 
reimbursement decisions for new products do occur in cases where the evidence of clinical ef-
fectiveness is weak, and where prices are set well outside of cost effectiveness parameters.

The HSE strives to reach a decision in as timely a manner as possible. However, because 
these commitments are often multi-million euro investments on an on-going basis, it must en-
sure that the best price is achieved. This can lead to a protracted deliberation process.

In 2019 to date, the HSE has approved 29 new medicines and 5 new uses of existing medi-
cines representing a significant investment by the HSE to provide access to new and innovative 
treatment for Irish patients.  It is expected that over 3,000 patients will benefit from access to 
these new medicines over the next five years.  

01/10/2019WRN01700Hospital Waiting Lists

01/10/2019WRN01800310. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
supplied) will be called for a hospital appointment; the number of persons ahead of them on the 
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list; his plans to invest in the service to improve the waiting times; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39286/19]

01/10/2019WRN01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual. 

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists. 

Reducing waiting time for patients for hospital operations and procedures is a key priority 
for Government. In this regard, the Government is committed to improving waiting times for 
hospital appointments and procedures. 

Budget 2019 announced that the Government has further increased investment in tackling 
waiting lists, with funding to the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) increasing from 
€55 million in 2018 to €75 million in 2019. The joint Department of Health/HSE/NTPF Sched-
uled Care Access Plan 2019 was published in March and sets out measures to improve access 
for patients waiting for scheduled care this year.  

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

01/10/2019WRN02000HSE Reviews

01/10/2019WRN02100311. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Health the weighting percentages to 
be used as part of the upcoming HSE FreeStyle Libre review decision making process that will 
be given to criteria (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39291/19]

01/10/2019WRN02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRN02300Medicinal Products Reimbursement

01/10/2019WRN02400312. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Health if the reimbursement dataset 
will cover only current HSE funded users of FreeStyle Libre or if the health technology assess-
ment review will simply compare total blood glucose strip usage spend year on year; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39292/19]

01/10/2019WRN02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.
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01/10/2019WRN02600Treatment Benefit Scheme Applications

01/10/2019WRN02700313. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in 
authorising the treatment abroad scheme for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39294/19]

01/10/2019WRN02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly. 

01/10/2019WRN02900Cancer Screening Programmes

01/10/2019WRN03000314. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health his plans to incrementally reduce 
the age limit for a cervical screening test which is currently available to women aged 25 years 
and over; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39295/19]

01/10/2019WRN03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy will be aware, Cervical-
Check, the National Cervical Screening Programme, was introduced in 2008 and offers free 
smear tests to women aged 25-60.

Women under the age of 25 are not invited for screening. The HSE advises that this is be-
cause there is no evidence that screening would be of any benefit to them. At this stage in life, 
normal cell changes in the cervix can look very like abnormal cells. If CervicalCheck tested 
women under 25, changes that are normal might be treated as abnormal and a woman could 
be sent for treatment when they don’t need it. Invasive cervical cancer is also very rare at this 
age. The HSE advises any woman under 25 who is worried about their risk of developing cervi-
cal cancer to speak to their GP. 

This approach is in line with screening programmes in other countries. The UK National 
Screening Committee recommended in November 2012 that the age of first invitation for cervi-
cal screening should be raised to 25 in Wales and Scotland on the basis that there is evidence 
of a large number of women screened and treated with relatively little benefit below this age. 

Cancer screening is one important aspect of cancer prevention, and another is vaccination. 
The HPV vaccine protects against the HPV virus which can cause cancer and genital warts in 
both women and men, and has been offered to girls in their first year of secondary school since 
2010. The Deputy may wish to know that, following a positive recommendation from HIQA, 
that an extension of the HPV vaccination programme to boys would be both clinically and cost 
effective, as of September this year HPV vaccination is now available to boys in first year of 
secondary school also.

01/10/2019WRN03200Services for People with Disabilities

01/10/2019WRN03300315. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of children 
awaiting an assessment of needs in the CH0 4 area; the length of time they are waiting; the 
details of the assessment of needs process; if it is desktop based; if not, if the child is actually 
seen; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39298/19]

01/10/2019WRN03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
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plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.   

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

Autism Support Services

01/10/2019WRN03600316. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of children await-
ing an ASD assessment as opposed to an assessment of needs in the CH0 4 area; the length of 
time they are waiting; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39299/19]

01/10/2019WRN03650Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): Service mat-
ter referred to HSE.

01/10/2019WRN03700Home Care Packages Provision

01/10/2019WRN03800317. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delays in 
securing approved homecare services for a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; if sup-
ports will commence and be made available to the person; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39301/19]

01/10/2019WRN03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

01/10/2019WRN04000Rehabilitative Training Allowance Payments

01/10/2019WRN04100318. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if the training allowance pay-
ment to disability allowance recipients will be reinstated; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [38313/19]

01/10/2019WRN04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): This Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  The commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.   

The payment of the Rehabilitative Training (RT) Bonus came into place on the transition 
of Rehabilitative / Training Programmes to the HSE following the dissolution of the National 
Rehabilitation Board in June 2000.  

The decision to phase out the Rehabilitative Training (RT) Bonus payment is designed 
to bring equity and consistency between people with a disability attending HSE funded rehabil-
itative training programmes who receive the payment, and those attending similar HSE funded 
Day Services or in other State schemes such as further education and training, who do not.   
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This action will ensure all HSE funded Day Services are provided on an equitable basis and 
will also ensure that the use of finite resources is maximised.  

The Rehabilitative Training (RT) Bonus Payment is a historical payment, introduced in July 
2001, aligned with a similar FÁS Training Bonus. However, during 2011 the FÁS Training Bo-
nus was reduced to €20.00 and then eliminated the following year while to date the RT Bonus 
Payment has continued to be paid in the Health Sector   

It is worth remembering that:

There is no cut in the number of RT places available

There is no cut in payment of the bonus - those who have it will continue to receive it for the 
remainder of their RT Placement

All participants continue to be eligible for Disability Allowance of €203 per week

All participants continue to be eligible for a free travel pass

No expectation of an additional RT bonus payment has been created by HSE for 2019 par-
ticipants

The redirected funding (€3.7 m over 4 years), which will be ring-fenced, will facilitate 148 
full day placements or 370 enhanced day places nationally based on priority need.

Each CHO will have the flexibility to redirect its own savings to address local service re-
quirements. The HSE will put in place a monitoring system and regularly report the additional 
placements realised to the Department of Health. 

01/10/2019WRN04300Health and Social Care Professionals Regulation

01/10/2019WRN04400319. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the provisions made to streamline 
the registration of doctors from the UK, the Netherlands, South Africa, Australia and New Zea-
land with the national doctors training programme and the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration 
Service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39311/19]

01/10/2019WRN04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Medical Council is the body responsible 
for the regulation of registered medical practitioners in Ireland under the Medical Practitioners 
Act 2007 (the Act).   It has a statutory role in protecting the public by promoting the highest 
professional standards among medical practitioners practising in the State, and is responsible 
for setting the standards of medical education and training in Ireland.  

Section 7 of the Act sets out the functions of the Medical Council, one of which is to estab-
lish procedures and criteria for registration including the issue of certificates of registration and 
renewal of registration. The Council considers applications for registration in accordance with 
the provisions of the MPA and EU Directive 2005/36/EC (as amended). Under the provisions 
of the Act, eligibility for registration is based on the applicant’s medical credentials rather than 
their citizenship.  As the Council is the body responsible for determining registration, I have 
forwarded the Deputy’s question to the Council for consideration and direct reply.

Requirements regarding residency are primarily a matter for the Irish Naturalisation and 
Immigration Service. 
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01/10/2019WRN04600Hospital Waiting Lists

01/10/2019WRN04700320. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be called for a CT scan at University Hospital Waterford; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39314/19]

01/10/2019WRN04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

01/10/2019WRN04900Cross-Border Health Initiatives

01/10/2019WRN05000321. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons avail-
ing of the cross-Border directive in each year since its inception; the cost of reimbursements 
for same in each year since its inception; the number of claims awaiting reimbursement as of 
1 September 2019; the estimated cost in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39320/19]

01/10/2019WRN05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly. 

01/10/2019WRN05200Hospital Appointments Status

01/10/2019WRN05300322. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39322/19]

01/10/2019WRN05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.
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In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

01/10/2019WRN05500Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

01/10/2019WRN05600323. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the status of works at a 
community hospital (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39323/19]

01/10/2019WRN05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly in relation to this matter.

01/10/2019WRN05800Nursing Homes Support Scheme Administration

01/10/2019WRN05900324. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of the publication of the 
review of pricing system for long-term residential care facilities; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39325/19]

01/10/2019WRN06000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Nursing Homes 
Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as Fair Deal, is a system of financial support 
for people who require long-term residential care. Participants contribute to the cost of their 
care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost. The Scheme aims 
to ensure that long-term nursing home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that 
people are cared for in the most appropriate settings.

The Report of the NHSS Review published in 2015 identified a number of issues for more 
detailed consideration, including a review of the pricing mechanism used by the NTPF, with a 
view to:

- Ensuring value for money and economy,  with the lowest possible administrative costs for 
clients and  the State and administrative burden for providers;

- Increasing the transparency of the pricing mechanism  so that existing and potential inves-
tors can  make as informed decisions as possible; and

- Ensuring that  there is adequate residential capacity for those residents with more complex 
needs.

A Steering Group was established to oversee and manage the pricing review. The Steering 
Group is chaired by the NTPF and includes representatives from the Department of Health and 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. As part of its work on the review the NTPF 
sought various inputs including external expertise and stakeholder engagement to inform the 
review. These inputs were considered in detail. It is recognised that any change to any part of 
the Scheme must be considered in terms of the short- and long-term impact on the viability of 
the Scheme and accessibility of long-term residential care in general. It is therefore important 
that the relevant issues are considered thoroughly. 

The NTPF has now completed its report and the Steering Group has completed its consid-
eration of it, the report was recently submitted by the NTPF to the Department. It is now being 
reviewed by Department officials and any recommendations included in the report will be ap-
praised before publication.
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01/10/2019WRO00200Cancer Services Provision

01/10/2019WRO00300325. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the progress made to progress the 
stand-alone chemotherapy unit at University Hospital Kerry; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39329/19]

01/10/2019WRO00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): University Hospital Kerry currently pro-
vides day-case chemotherapy services as part of the regional SSW Hospital Group service. 
The service is provided by 3 visiting Consultant Oncologists from Cork University Hospital.  

Since the service in University Hospital Kerry opened in 2001, demand has increased sub-
stantially, with 831 patients treated in 2001, rising to 4,762 in 2018.  There is also an associated 
increase in the number of patients attending for review.

An appraisal of the future needs of chemotherapy and other cancer services is currently un-
derway in University Hospital Kerry, in conjunction with HSE Estates.  On conclusion of this 
appraisal, decisions will be made on the future requirements and funding will be sought for the 
capital project involved.

01/10/2019WRO00500Hospital Appointments Status

01/10/2019WRO00600326. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for a 
person to the oncologist post at University Hospital Kerry; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39330/19]

01/10/2019WRO00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

01/10/2019WRO00800Hospital Appointments Status

01/10/2019WRO00900327. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for a 
person to the cardiologist post at University Hospital Kerry; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39331/19]

01/10/2019WRO01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

01/10/2019WRO01100Traveller Community

01/10/2019WRO01200328. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health when the national Traveller health 
action plan will be published in view of the fact that a commitment was given to publish same 
by the end of March 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39341/19]

01/10/2019WRO01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): Under the 
National Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy, the HSE is committed to developing and im-
plementing a detailed action plan to continue to address the health needs of Travellers, using a 
social determinants of health approach. 

The HSE circulated a first draft of the action plan in March 2019 for consultation with 
stakeholders, including the Department of Health. The draft is currently being revised to take 
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account of feedback and is expected to be finalised in quarter 4 2019.

The Department of Health is actively engaged with the HSE and Traveller organisations in 
developing the action plan. I am very supportive of the action plan and look forward to receiv-
ing it in due course.

01/10/2019WRO01400Medicinal Products Availability

01/10/2019WRO01500329. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health his plans to withdraw fund-
ing for the medication Simponi used in the treatment of ulcerative colitis under the drugs pay-
ment scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39347/19]

01/10/2019WRO01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRO01700HSE Staff

01/10/2019WRO01800330. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the number of inspections that EHOs have undertaken of service stations; if they are in-
spected as regularly as restaurants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39356/19]

01/10/2019WRO01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): This is a matter for the HSE, so I have re-
ferred it to the HSE for attention and direct reply. 

01/10/2019WRO02000Hospital Appointments Status

01/10/2019WRO02100331. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39357/19]

01/10/2019WRO02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

01/10/2019WRO02300Departmental Schemes
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01/10/2019WRO02400332. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health the status of the motorised 
transport grant scheme; and when details of a new scheme will be announced. [39364/19]

01/10/2019WRO02500333. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health the status of the review of the 
mobility allowance; and when details of a new scheme will be announced. [39365/19]

01/10/2019WRO02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 332 and 333 together.

The Deputy will be familiar with the background to the closure of both the Mobility Allow-
ance and Motorised Transport Grant schemes in 2013.

With regard to the proposals for a new Health (Transport Support) Bill, the Deputy may be 
aware that my colleague, the Minister for Health and I, brought a Memorandum to Government 
on proposals for a new Transport Support Payment Scheme.  Following consideration of the 
matter, it was decided to withdraw the Memorandum from the Cabinet Agenda at that time.  I 
intend to revert to Government in due course with revised proposals to reflect the discussions 
at that Cabinet meeting and further discussions between myself and Minister Harris, on the best 
way to progress the Transport Scheme. 

With regard to the Motorised Transport Grant, this scheme operated as a means-tested grant 
to assist persons with severe disabilities with the purchase or adaptation of a car, where that car 
was essential to retain employment. The maximum Motorised Transport Grant, which was pay-
able once in any three-year period, was €5,020. Following closure of the scheme in February 
2013,  no further Motorised Transport Grants have been payable. 

It is important to note that the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers scheme, operated 
by the Revenue Commissioners, remains in place.  This scheme provides VRT and VAT relief, 
an exemption from road tax and a fuel grant to drivers and passengers with a disability, who 
qualify under the relevant criteria set out in governing regulations made by the Minister for 
Finance. Specifically adapted vehicles driven by persons with a disability are also exempt from 
payment of tolls on national roads and toll bridges. Transport Infrastructure Ireland has respon-
sibility for this particular scheme.

There are improvements in access to a range of transport support schemes available to 
persons with disabilities in the State and on-going work is being carried out by Government 
Departments, agencies and transport providers to further improve access to public transport ser-
vices. Under the National Disability Inclusion Strategy, the Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport has responsibility for the continued development of accessibility and availability of 
public transport for people with a disability. 

The Deputy may wish to note that in July last, my colleague the Minister for Rural and 
Community Development announced CLÁR funding of €890,632 to 20 voluntary community 
organisations. This funding will support the purchase and/or fit out of vehicles to provide trans-
port for people in rural areas with mobility issues. It will support voluntary organisations that 
provide:

- transport for people with significant mobility issues, including those requiring specialised  
wheelchair accessible vehicles, to day-care or other medical, therapeutic or respite services; or

- transport to/from designated cancer treatment hospitals/centres under the National Cancer 
Care Programme.

01/10/2019WRO02800Hospital Appointments Status
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01/10/2019WRO02900334. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39366/19]

01/10/2019WRO03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

01/10/2019WRO03100HSE Expenditure

01/10/2019WRO03200335. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the amount spent by the HSE 
on agency staff to date and the amount of same spent on mental health agency staff. [39375/19]

01/10/2019WRO03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

01/10/2019WRO03400Hospital Appointments Status

01/10/2019WRO03500336. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for 
cataract surgery for a person (details supplied). [39376/19]

01/10/2019WRO03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

01/10/2019WRO03700Medical Aids and Appliances Provision
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01/10/2019WRO03800337. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the status of an application by a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39381/19]

01/10/2019WRO03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRO04000Cancer Screening Programmes

01/10/2019WRO04100338. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health when the new audit of Cervical-
Check will commence; if it will commence from the date the previous audit finished in 2016; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39386/19]

01/10/2019WRO04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Since 2010, as part of quality assurance 
measures, CervicalCheck reviewed the screening history of every woman notified to it as hav-
ing a diagnosis of cervical cancer, who had previously been screened by the programme. The 
objective of audit and quality review at CervicalCheck was to facilitate continued improvement 
and ongoing learning within the programme. Following the issues which arose in relation to the 
non-disclosure of audit findings, a decision was taken to pause the audit. 

The Scoping Inquiry led by Dr Gabriel Scally made a number of recommendations, one 
of which was that “Audit should continue to be an important component of cervical screening 
as this complies with all good clinical practice. Common, robust and externally validated ap-
proaches to the design, conduct, evaluation and oversight of audits should be developed across 
the screening services.” (Recommendation 26).

As set out in the approved plan for the implementation of Dr Scally’s recommendations, 
the HSE established an Expert Group within the National Screening Service (NSS) to review 
the clinical audit processes for interval cancers across all screening programmes. This work is 
ongoing and is expected to be complete by the end of this year, following which its recommen-
dations will be implemented by the National Screening Service.

01/10/2019WRO04300HSE Funding

01/10/2019WRO04400339. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health if grant funding will be provided 
for renovations (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39387/19]

01/10/2019WRO04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

01/10/2019WRO04600Health Services Provision

01/10/2019WRO04700340. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Health when a per-
son (details supplied) will secure treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39388/19]

01/10/2019WRO04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.
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01/10/2019WRO04900Services for People with Disabilities

01/10/2019WRO05000341. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health when funding will be pro-
vided to staff a care home (details supplied) for young men with intellectual disabilities follow-
ing the generous donation of a house for this purpose. [39397/19]

01/10/2019WRO05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRO05200Departmental Correspondence

01/10/2019WRO05300342. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if a copy of all correspondence 
between his Department and the HSE regarding University Hospital Limerick since 1 January 
2017 will be provided. [39403/19]

01/10/2019WRO05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): University Hospital Limerick is a Model 4 
hospital which provides a wide range of services within the UL Hospital Group. It would be 
expected that correspondence between the HSE and my Department in relation to this hospital 
would be extensive, reflecting ongoing engagement on a wide range of issues cutting across 
many Divisions in the Department including, for example, funding, service developments, de-
livery of services, staffing issues, health service reform matters and, in addition, engagement on 
representations and Parliamentary Questions received in my Department. 

While the precise extent of correspondence between my Department and the HSE in relation 
to UHL is difficult to quantify precisely,  it can be anticipated that the volume would be signifi-
cant. From a practical perspective, it would not be possible to arrange for the search, retrieval 
and compilation of the full extent of correspondence within the normal timeframe for response 
to Parliamentary Questions, nor to review the documents from the perspective of compliance 
with data protection principles. 

I will be more than happy to respond to a request from the Deputy for specific information 
in relation to any particular matter relating to UHL.

01/10/2019WRO05500Hospital Beds Data

01/10/2019WRO05600343. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the number of additional beds 
opened at University Hospital Kerry in 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39409/19]

01/10/2019WRO05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.
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01/10/2019WRO05800Departmental Correspondence

01/10/2019WRO05900344. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if he will provide all correspondence 
between his Department and BreastCheck from 2017 to 22 September 2019. [39410/19]

01/10/2019WRO06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): BreastCheck currently provides screening 
to women through a network of static and mobile units. Screening is offered to eligible women 
by personal invitation on a two year cycle.  The objective of the programme is to provide an ef-
fective screening service to the highest possible quality, so that the maximum number of breast 
cancers can be detected at the earliest possible stage. The programme is part of the National 
Screening Service within the HSE. It would be expected that correspondence between Breast-
Check and my Department would encompass a wide range of issues, including for example 
funding, service developments and service updates but also ongoing engagement on general 
service issues and on, for instance, representations and Parliamentary Questions received in my 
Department.  

While the precise extent of correspondence between BreastCheck and my Department is not 
presently quantified, it can be anticipated that the volume would be significant. From a practi-
cal perspective, it would not be possible to arrange for the search, retrieval and compilation of 
the full extent of correspondence within the normal timeframe for response to Parliamentary 
Questions, nor to review the documents from the perspective of compliance with data protec-
tion principles. 

I will be more than happy to respond to a request from the Deputy for specific information 
in relation to BreastCheck.

01/10/2019WRP00200Physiotherapy Provision

01/10/2019WRP00300345. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if additional funding will be 
made available for physiotherapy services in Louth County Hospital; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39414/19]

01/10/2019WRP00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

01/10/2019WRP00500Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

01/10/2019WRP00600346. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health the status of planned prog-
ress of the block at Sligo University Hospital in view of the urgent need for increases in bed 
capacity at the hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39416/19]

01/10/2019WRP00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive recently pub-
lished its Capital Plan for 2019-2021 outlining 250 projects to be progressed over the three-year 
period.

The Capital Plan includes a new ward block development and additional bed capacity at 
Sligo University Hospital, which is currently at design stage.

The HSE is responsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects and has 
advised that preliminary design work and site investigations have been carried out for this new 
development at Sligo University Hospital. Planning approval was granted in July 2019 and the 
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project is currently at the detailed design stage. 

It is important to recognise that all capital development proposals must progress through a 
number of approval stages, in line with the Public Spending Code, including detailed appraisal, 
planning, design and procurement, before a firm timeline or funding requirement can be estab-
lished.  The final decision to proceed with the construction of a project cannot be made until the 
tender process has been completed and the costings reviewed to ensure that the proposal deliv-
ers value for money and remains affordable, and that sufficient funding is available to fund the 
project to completion, including equipping and commissioning costs.

The delivery of capital projects is a dynamic process and is subject to the successful comple-
tion of the various approval stages, which can impact on the timeline for delivery.

01/10/2019WRP00800Health Services Provision

01/10/2019WRP00900347. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health when a home support package 
will be put in place for a person (details supplied). [39421/19]

01/10/2019WRP01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

01/10/2019WRP01100Infectious Diseases

01/10/2019WRP01200348. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure the HSE 
consider the introduction of new UV technology such as a unit (details supplied) in State hos-
pitals nationally as a mechanism to combat the spread of infections such as MRSA and flu; if 
his attention has been drawn to the results of such devices from UK hospitals such as a hospital 
which show reductions in infections by 46% and reduced bed closures of 89%; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39430/19]

01/10/2019WRP01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Deputy’s Question concerns a procure-
ment issue and it would not be appropriate in the interests of good governance for me, or my 
Department, to intervene in a function proper to the Health Service Executive (HSE).

Thus, as this is an operational matter I have referred the Question to the HSE for its attention 
and direct response to the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRP01400Health Insurance Prices

01/10/2019WRP01500349. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to a decision by the Health Insurance Authority that will see a significant rise in the cost of in-
ternational students’ private medical insurance; if his Department has assessed the polices the 
other providers can provide; the estimated increased cost; if those policies will include repatria-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39440/19]

01/10/2019WRP01600350. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health if he has considered amending 
the Health Insurance Acts to remove international students from the definition of health insur-
ance contract in the same way that other temporary residents are excluded regarding the deci-
sion by the Health Insurance Authority that will likely lead to a significant increase in the cost 
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of private medical insurance for international students studying here and in view of the lack of 
clarity on other policies that include repatriation available; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39441/19]

01/10/2019WRP01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 349 and 
350 together.

The Irish health insurance market is community rated, meaning insured persons pay the 
same level of premium for a given benefit, regardless of health profile (age, gender or health 
status). This principle applies to all consumers who are ordinarily resident in the country (here 
for a period of more than one year) as is set out in health insurance legislation.

In the case of non-EEA students wishing to secure a visa to stay and study in Ireland, one of 
the requirements set down by the Department of Justice (Irish Naturalisation and Immigration 
Service), is that these students have health insurance for the period of their stay, so that they 
may not be a burden on the Irish public health system.

Within this particular cohort there are those who are resident here for more than one year 
and therefore the community rating principle applies when they buy their insurance policies in 
Ireland. 

The High Court last year upheld the issuance by the Health Insurance Authority (HIA) of an 
enforcement notice to an insurer, instructing this insurer to cease selling non-community rated 
policies to non-EEA students resident in the country for more than one year. 

If non-EEA students who are resident here for more than one year wish to purchase health 
insurance in Ireland, they may purchase community rated products from other companies that 
are registered with the HIA. Each of the three open membership insurers (Irish Life Health, 
Laya Healthcare and Vhi) have starter plans which offer coverage in most public hospitals and 
range in price from €480-500 per annum. Insurers also offer young adult rates on many of their 
products, which further reduces the premium for young people availing of health insurance. The 
rates range from 50% of adult premium for someone aged 18, up to full adult premium for a 26 
year old person.

All health insurance policies sold in Ireland must also include a set of minimum benefits. 
These benefits are called the Minimum Benefit Regulations and are set out in health insurance 
legislation. They include a cohort of procedures that are important and of benefit to the com-
munity of the insured population. Coverage for repatriation is not included in these regulations 
and therefore health insurance policies sold in Ireland do not need to provide cover for this 
circumstance.

01/10/2019WRP01900Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

01/10/2019WRP02000351. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the timeline for the provision of 
the new 50-bed unit in Portiuncula Hospital, County Galway; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39442/19]

01/10/2019WRP02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive recently pub-
lished its Capital Plan for 2019-2021 outlining 250 projects to be progressed over the three-year 
period.

The Capital Plan includes the provision of a new 50 bed ward block at Portiuncula Hospital 
Ballinasloe.
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The Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastruc-
ture projects and has advised that the project is currently at tender stage for the enabling works, 
which are expected to commence later this year or early next year, with a view to progressing 
towards the construction phase once the enabling works have been completed. It is anticipated 
that the project will be completed in 2022.

It is important to note that all proposals must progress through a number of approval stages, 
in line with the Public Spending Code, which can impact on the timeline for delivery.

01/10/2019WRP02200Hospital Staff Data

01/10/2019WRP02300352. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of reviews of doc-
tors taking place in Portiuncula Hospital, County Galway; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39443/19]

01/10/2019WRP02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

01/10/2019WRP02500Physiotherapy Provision

01/10/2019WRP02600353. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of physiotherapists 
employed by the HSE and-or children’s physiotherapy services in County Galway; if there are 
vacancies for physiotherapists treating children in the county; if so, the number of such vacan-
cies; the length of time that each vacancy existed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39444/19]

01/10/2019WRP02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

01/10/2019WRP02800HSE Staff Data

01/10/2019WRP02900354. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the commu-
nity general adult staffing levels in CHO 2 as recommended in a Vision for Change in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39445/19]

01/10/2019WRP03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

01/10/2019WRP03100Departmental Strategies

01/10/2019WRP03200355. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the involvement he or his De-
partment has had in the preparation of the clean air strategy; the organisations he has consulted 
with in relation to the strategy; the meetings he has held with the Minister for Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment on the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39446/19]

01/10/2019WRP03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department provided a written submis-
sion in May 2017 to the Department of Communications, Climate Action and the Environ-
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ment’s public consultation process to inform the development of a National Clean Air Strategy. 

While my Department did not consult directly with any organisations when preparing the 
submission, it recommended to DCCAE that current World Health Organisation thinking in this 
area be considered.

I have not met with my colleague, the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and the 
Environment regarding this issue.

01/10/2019WRP03400Hospital Consultant Recruitment

01/10/2019WRP03500356. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the start date for the new en-
docrinologist for the paediatric diabetes service in Cork University Hospital; the management 
plans in place to assist the almost 100 teenagers to transition into adult diabetes services; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39461/19]

01/10/2019WRP03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

01/10/2019WRP03700Health Services Data

01/10/2019WRP03800357. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the average waiting time for treat-
ment types (details supplied) in CHO 7; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39480/19]

01/10/2019WRP03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRP04000Services for People with Disabilities

01/10/2019WRP04100358. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health if the waiting time of a person 
(details supplied) will be investigated; and the overall waiting times for the service. [39484/19]

01/10/2019WRP04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.   

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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01/10/2019WRP04300Hospital Staff Data

01/10/2019WRP04400359. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Health if an updated report 
will be provided on the number of vacant posts unfilled in each of the Departments in Let-
terkenny University Hospital; the type of posts in this regard; the number of these which are 
unfilled due to the current employment embargo; the number of vacant posts that have been 
advertised; the number which are vacant but not currently advertised for filling; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39486/19]

01/10/2019WRP04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

01/10/2019WRP04600Hospital Equipment

01/10/2019WRP04700360. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health when a new MRI scanner will be 
provided for University Hospital Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39514/19]

01/10/2019WRP04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly in relation to this matter.

01/10/2019WRP04900Pharmacy Services

01/10/2019WRP05000361. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health when a new contract between the 
HSE and a union (details supplied) will be put in place; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39529/19]

01/10/2019WRP05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Programme for a Partnership Govern-
ment contains a commitment to expand the role of community pharmacy in managing patient 
health, and this is an issue which I intend to progress.

Work has been done in recent years on wider healthcare roles for pharmacies, including the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland’s Future Pharmacy report, concerning expansion of profes-
sional pharmacy practice. It is clear from this and other work that there is potential to increase 
the range of both private and publicly funded health services delivered through community 
pharmacy. Important new services, in influenza vaccination and emergency contraception, have 
already been introduced.

To be funded by the taxpayer, new public health services in community pharmacy, as else-
where, should improve health outcomes and provide value for money and benefits for patients. 
Any new or transferred services should be based on sound evidence, with matching improve-
ments in governance and administration.

I recently met with the Irish Pharmacy Union (IPU) where these and other issues were dis-
cussed. My officials will be engaging with the IPU on new fee regulations before the end of the 
year and the intention is to broaden the discussions to wider contract issues in 2020.

It is my intention to commence a broader discussion on contractual and service arrange-
ments following this in 2020.
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01/10/2019WRP05200Health Services Provision

01/10/2019WRP05300362. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the status of a referral for a person 
(details supplied); the average wait time for an appointment; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39534/19]

01/10/2019WRP05400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

01/10/2019WRP05500Health Services Provision

01/10/2019WRP05600363. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health if a request for an increased 
home support package will be given an urgent review for a person (details supplied) who is on 
a waitlist; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39536/19]

01/10/2019WRP05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

01/10/2019WRP05800Medicinal Products Availability

01/10/2019WRP05900364. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position in relation to 
ocrelizumab being made available to persons with multiple sclerosis; his plans in this regard; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39549/19]

01/10/2019WRP06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, under the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medi-
cal Goods) Act 2013. The Act specifies criteria for decisions on the reimbursement of medi-
cines. 

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, including on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmaco-
economics (NCPE). The NCPE conducts health technology assessments (HTAs) for the HSE 
and makes recommendations on reimbursement to assist HSE decisions. The NCPE uses a 
decision framework to systematically assess whether a drug’s clinical and cost effectiveness as 
a health intervention.

The HSE strives to reach a decision in as timely a manner as possible. However, because of 
the significant monies involved, it must ensure that the best price is achieved, as these commit-
ments are often multi-million euro, ongoing investments. This can lead to a protracted delibera-
tion process.

The HSE has advised that it has received two applications for pricing and reimbursement of 
Ocrelizumab (Ocrevus) in Multiple Sclerosis. 

On 29 August 2018, the NCPE completed a health technology assessment  for Ocrelizumab 
(Ocrevus) for the treatment of adult patients with relapsing forms of multiple sclerosis (RMS). 
They recommended that Ocrelizumab (Ocrevus) not be considered for reimbursement unless 
cost-effectiveness can be improved relative to existing treatments.

Following a number of rounds of commercial negotiations, agreement has been reached in 
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relation to the commercial terms which will apply to this indication when reimbursed. The HSE 
intends to progress Ocrelizumab for the RMS indication, which has been approved for funding 
from October 2019, on a patient specific basis for this indication. 

On 4 October 2018 the NCPE completed their assessment for Ocrelizumab (Ocrevus) in-
dicated for the treatment of adult patients with early primary progressive multiple sclerosis 
(PPMS). They did not recommend that Ocrelizumab (Ocrevus) be reimbursed for this indica-
tion.  

The HSE and the manufacturer have had a number of rounds of commercial negotiations 
in relation to this indication (use). Commercial discussions have concluded, the medicine has 
been reviewed by the HSE Drugs Group and the HSE Senior Leadership Team have received 
the Drugs Group recommendation. The HSE’s final decision on reimbursement will take into 
consideration the statutory criteria contained in the 2013 Health Act.

01/10/2019WRQ00200Commencement of Legislation

01/10/2019WRQ00300365. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position in relation to 
the commencement of the minimum unit pricing provisions of the Public Health (Alcohol) Act 
2018; when these provisions will come into effect; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39550/19]

01/10/2019WRQ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The 2013 Government Decision which ap-
proved a minimum pricing regime envisaged its introduction in Northern Ireland and in this 
jurisdiction simultaneously. It is my intention to seek a revised Government Decision to imple-
ment minimum unit pricing of alcohol here as soon as possible in order to address the very 
significant health harms and financial costs of the way alcohol is currently consumed here. 

01/10/2019WRQ00500Hospital Staff

01/10/2019WRQ00600366. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Health the reason training recognition 
for registrars in otolaryngology at University Hospital Limerick was withdrawn following a 
visit by a member of the surgical advisory committee in otolaryngology on 27 August 2014; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39551/19]

01/10/2019WRQ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

01/10/2019WRQ00800Medicinal Products Reimbursement

01/10/2019WRQ00900367. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the status of licensing of the Tag-
risso osimertinib drug used for treatment of certain lung cancer; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39554/19]

01/10/2019WRQ01000414. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of the application for 
reimbursement of the drug Tagrisso; if the NCPE will consider recommending the drug for 
reimbursement in the future based on the clinical need and the fact there are no other drugs 
available to treat this type of cancer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39812/19]

01/10/2019WRQ01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 367 and 
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414 together.

The HSE has statutory responsibility for medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, in 
accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.  The Act specifies 
the criteria for decisions on the reimbursement of medicines.

In line with the 2013 Act and the national framework agreed with industry, if a company 
would like a medicine to be reimbursed by the HSE, the company must submit an application 
to the HSE to have the new medicine added to the reimbursement list. 

Reimbursement is for licensed indications which have been granted market authorisation by 
the European Medicines Agency or the Health Products Regulatory Authority. 

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE). 

I am advised by the HSE that it has received two applications for the reimbursement of 
Osimertinib (Tagrisso):

1) The treatment of adult patients with locally advanced or metastatic EGFR T790M muta-
tion-positive non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC).  In May 2018, the NCPE recommended that 
Osimertinib not be considered for reimbursement for this indication unless cost-effectiveness 
can be improved relative to existing treatments. Following the assessment and after a number of 
rounds of commercial negotiations, the HSE notified the applicant in February 2019 that it was 
minded to not approve reimbursement for this indication.  The 2013 Act provides for a period 
of representations after such notifications, before the HSE can make its final decision. The HSE 
have received representations from the manufacturer and these are under consideration by the 
HSE leadership team in advance of a final reimbursement decision.

(2) The first-line treatment of adult patients with locally advanced or metastatic NSCLC 
with activating epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFR) mutations.

In respect of the second indication, a health technology assessment was completed on 6 Au-
gust 2019 with the NCPE recommending that Osimertinib not be considered for reimbursement 
unless cost effectiveness can be improved relative to existing treatments. The HSE will assess 
this application for reimbursement in line with the 2013 Health Act.

01/10/2019WRQ01200Hospital Staff Recruitment

01/10/2019WRQ01300368. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when the position of audiologist 
will be filled at the Midland Regional Hospital, Mullingar; the length of time the post has been 
vacant; and the measures put in place to ensure patients that rely on this service will avail of 
same.  [39555/19]

01/10/2019WRQ01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

01/10/2019WRQ01500National Treatment Purchase Fund Data

01/10/2019WRQ01600369. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of outpatient ap-
pointments outsourced to the private sector under the NTPF in 2019; the number of these pa-
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tients that had full treatment in the private sector; and the number back in the public system for 
outpatient treatment in tabular form.  [39576/19]

01/10/2019WRQ01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Treatment Purchase Fund 
(NTPF) advise that in 2019 it placed a particular focus on engaging with hospital groups and 
individual hospitals to identify outpatient waiting list proposals. The NTPF has further advised 
that to date in 2019, all of the outpatient appointments it has funded are in Public Hospitals 
under insourcing initiatives arranged directly with the hospital concerned.

01/10/2019WRQ01800European Health Insurance Card

01/10/2019WRQ01900370. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the way in which European 
health insurance cards will be delivered to persons in Northern Ireland as committed to; and the 
way in which the applications process will work. [39577/19]

01/10/2019WRQ02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government, on 17 September 2019, 
approved the immediate drafting of the Health and Childcare Support (Miscellaneous Provi-
sions) Bill 2019, which will provide for benefits similar to those available under European 
Health Insurance Cards (EHIC) to eligible residents of Northern Ireland in the case of a no-deal 
Brexit.  There has been significant work undertaken since, in conjunction with the Office of the 
Attorney General, to finalise drafting of the Bill with a view to publication at the earliest op-
portunity.

Practical details including the operational elements are under development and will be made 
public when they are available. 

01/10/2019WRQ02100Nursing Homes Support Scheme Data

01/10/2019WRQ02200371. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the reason for the significant fluc-
tuations in the waiting list for placements under the nursing homes support scheme fair deal in 
2019 (details supplied); the number of persons in the scheme; if additional places have been 
provided during the past three months; if further funding has been provided during that time 
above the increase scheduled in the 2019 HSE service plan; the number of persons waiting for 
approval under the scheme as of 25 September 2019; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39578/19]

01/10/2019WRQ02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Nursing Homes 
Support Scheme, commonly referred to as Fair Deal, is a system of financial support for people 
who require long-term residential care. Participants contribute to the cost of their care accord-
ing to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost. 

As outlined in the HSE’s National Service Plan for 2019, the NHSS is expected to support 
23,042 people in 2019. The NHSS budget for 2019 is €985.8m which is an increase of €24.3m 
over its 2018 budget. 

Over the last two years, an additional €45 million has been provided to NHSS budget for the 
continued provision of services in line with pricing and demand. As part of normal governance 
and performance management arrangements The Department and the HSE maintain regular 
service area engagements, which also form part of ongoing collaborative work on issues relat-
ing to older persons policy and service delivery.  

The HSE have noted that the number of residents in nursing homes whom are supported by 
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the NHSS to be ahead of forecast for the year to date. The latest available HSE data indicate 
that there are 23,090 people supported in the Scheme at the end of August this year. This is 
significantly more people than forecast and this creates a challenge. The HSE has also advised 
that the cost of care continues to rise and the average weekly cost per bed is higher in 2019 than 
anticipated. 

Having regard to the available budget and the demand for support, the HSE releases fund-
ing in a managed way to ensure that the operation of the NHSS remains within the budgetary 
allocation. The HSE cannot legally fund clients beyond the determined funding allocation, and 
the appropriate mechanism relating to funding allocations is through the estimates and budget-
ary process. To manage the available funds throughout the year, a national placement list for 
the release of funding is operated by the HSE, to enable it to operate within budget. Funding 
issues to applicants in chronological order, to ensure equity nationally. Approved applicants are 
placed on the national placement list in order of their approval date and funding is released to 
applicants in order of their place on this list. The length of time spent on the placement list de-
pends on the number of applicants currently receiving financial support and the number of new 
applications. Where demand is higher, the time spent on the waiting list may increase having 
regard for the prudent management of the Scheme’s budget.  

The HSE has put in place arrangements that a monthly analysis of performance of the Nurs-
ing Homes Support Scheme continues to ensure that the maximum number of new entrants are 
approved with the shortest possible waiting times while remaining on track to deliver a bal-
anced budgetary position by year end. In the context of planning and preparing for the challeng-
es of the winter period, the Department and the HSE have been considering a comprehensive 
approach to the current high-level of delayed transfers of care (DTOCs). However, recognising 
the urgency of the situation, approval was provided to the HSE to begin actions immediately to 
the value of €5m in 2019.  As part of these measures the HSE released a significant number of 
funding approvals within NHSS this month bringing the waiting time for the release of funding 
back to 4 weeks.  

As of 25 September I can confirm that 572 applicants to the Scheme are waiting for funding 
to be released.

01/10/2019WRQ02400Home Help Service Provision

01/10/2019WRQ02500372. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if approved home help hours will 
be facilitated for a person (details supplied). [39580/19]

01/10/2019WRQ02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

01/10/2019WRQ02700Hospital Waiting Lists

01/10/2019WRQ02800373. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a date for an operation will 
be expedited in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39581/19]

01/10/2019WRQ02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
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Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

01/10/2019WRQ03000Addiction Treatment Services

01/10/2019WRQ03100374. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if funding will be expedited 
to prevent the closure of a service (details supplied); if the reason for the shortfall in funding 
over the past five years which has led to the financial crisis causing the threatened closure will 
be examined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39582/19]

01/10/2019WRQ03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): I understand 
from the HSE that it does not provide on-going funding to the service referred to by the Deputy 
nor does it have a service level agreement with them.  

In addition, the HSE advises that the service hosted a special CE Scheme for people with 
addictions, which falls within the remit of the  Department of Employment Support and Social 
Protection (DEASP). In this regard the Deputy may wish to refer his question for answer to that 
Department.  

01/10/2019WRQ03300Disability Support Services Funding

01/10/2019WRQ03400375. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the number of business cases 
submitted to the HSE from a service (details supplied) that are still being processed without an 
indication being given to the service of the timeline for each decision; if the funding required 
by the service will be calculated and provided as a matter of urgency; if two emergency respite 
beds for clients of the service will be urgently provided in Kilkenny; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39583/19]

01/10/2019WRQ03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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01/10/2019WRQ03600Departmental Staff Remuneration

01/10/2019WRQ03700376. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the number of staff em-
ployed by his Department that earn less than the living wage of €12.30 per hour. [39597/19]

01/10/2019WRQ03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The staff of my Department are paid on the 
basis of centrally negotiated Civil Service pay scales, in line with Government policy and as 
sanctioned by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  

Taking a net working hours requirement of 37 hours per week for a full-time employee, 
there are no staff in my Department who are currently earning less than €12.30 per hour. 

01/10/2019WRQ03900General Practitioner Services

01/10/2019WRQ04000377. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (de-
tails supplied) in relation to out-of-hours care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39601/19]

01/10/2019WRQ04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Atypical Working Scheme is managed, 
monitored and administered by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service within the De-
partment of Justice and Equality. The current terms applying to this scheme have been in place 
since 2015.  

The Health Service Executive has recently become aware of challenges faced by agencies 
providing general practitioner services, particularly GP out of hours services, in relation to the 
recruitment and retention of suitable locum general practitioners from abroad. The current terms 
of the Atypical Working Scheme have been identified as a significant factor in these challenges.  

GP out of hours services play a key role in the provision of community primary care ser-
vices, and in this regard the HSE is reviewing this matter and is liaising with the Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service in the Department of Justice and Equality with a view to 
examining how best to address the challenges as identified in terms of the Atypical Working 
Scheme. The HSE is confident that an agreement can be reached that will support recruitment 
and retention of GPs from abroad. 

01/10/2019WRQ04200Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

01/10/2019WRQ04300378. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if a facility (details supplied) is 
in use; the date of the construction of the facility; the capacity of same; if the HSE plans to make 
greater use of the facility in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39602/19]

01/10/2019WRQ04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly in relation to this matter.

01/10/2019WRQ04500Newborn Screening Cards

01/10/2019WRQ04600379. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the status of plans to expand the 
newborn screening programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39606/19]



Questions - Written Answers

166

01/10/2019WRQ04700418. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the exten-
sion of the newborn screening programme to cover40 illnesses; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39842/19]

01/10/2019WRQ04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 379 and 
418 together.

Currently all newborn babies (between 3 and 5 days old) are offered newborn bloodspot 
screening (generally known as the ‘heel prick’) through their parents/guardians for eight very 
rare conditions that are treatable if detected early in life. 

A National Screening Committee is being established and will hold its first meeting before 
the end of 2019, as per recommendation 5, contained within the Scally Review (2018). The 
Committee’s role will be to undertake an independent assessment of the evidence for screening 
for a particular condition against internationally accepted criteria and make recommendations 
accordingly. 

I appointed Professor Niall O’Higgins as Chair of the Committee in July and asked that, 
as part of its initial body of work, the Committee prioritise a review of the national newborn 
blood-spot screening programme and look specifically at how Ireland should best proceed with 
an expansion in line with international best practice.

01/10/2019WRQ04900Vaccination Programme

01/10/2019WRQ05000380. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details 
supplied) regarding mandatory vaccination; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39616/19]

01/10/2019WRQ05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Immunisation is regarded as one of the saf-
est and most cost-effective of all health care interventions.  It is also one of the most effective 
ways a parent can protect the health of their child.  The childhood immunisation programme in 
Ireland has had a huge impact in improving the health of the Irish people.  Diseases that used to 
be common in this country and around the world such as polio, measles, diphtheria, whooping 
cough and many other serious infectious diseases are now preventable by vaccination.  How-
ever, due to misinformation vaccination rates are not as high as they should be. 

One of my priorities as Minister for Health is to increase vaccination rates across the coun-
try and I am exploring several options in this regard.  I launched the Vaccine Alliance on the 
10   September whose aim is to increase uptake rates of childhood vaccines and reduce vaccine 
hesitancy.  The group includes a wide range of organisations and further organisations will be 
added once the terms of reference, key target audiences, and priorities for the Vaccine Alliance 
have been agreed.  It is important to note that vaccine hesitancy is not unique to Ireland.  It is a 
global issue and has been identified by the World Health Organisation as one of the ten leading 
threats to global health in 2019.

As you are aware the immunisation programme in Ireland is based on the advice of the 
National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC).  NIAC is a committee of the Royal Col-
lege of Physicians of Ireland comprising of experts in several specialties including infectious 
diseases, paediatrics and public health.  The committee’s recommendations are based on the 
prevalence of the relevant disease in Ireland and international best practice in relation to im-
munisation.  It makes recommendations on vaccination policy to my Department.  NIAC con-
tinues to revise recommendations to allow for the introduction of new vaccines in Ireland and 
to keep abreast of changes in the patterns of disease.  Therefore, the immunisation schedule will 
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continue to be amended over time.  

The Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) is responsible for monitoring the safety 
and quality of all medicines including vaccines that are licensed in Ireland.  The HPRA and the 
European Medicines Agency (EMA) continually monitor adverse events to vaccination.  The 
HPRA operates a national adverse reaction reporting system, which members of the public and 
healthcare professionals are encouraged to submit any suspected adverse reactions to.  All Re-
ports received by the HPRA are routinely transmitted to the EMA’s adverse reaction database 
for inclusion in global signal detection and monitoring activities.  

I am informed that as all vaccines used in Ireland’s immunisation programmes have been 
approved for use in the European Union by the EMA there is no requirement for indemnity to 
be provided to vaccine manufacturers.

Aluminium has been used in vaccines for many decades to improve the body’s response to 
vaccination.  It is a component of the HPV vaccine Gardasil and several other vaccines.  The 
World Health Organisation’s (WHO) Global Advisory Committee on Vaccine safety (an expert 
clinical and scientific advisory body) has concluded that there is no evidence of a health risk 
from aluminium-containing vaccines. 

I am also informed by the HPRA that there is no thiomersal in any of the vaccines used in 
the childhood immunisation programme in Ireland.

My Department has been advised by the HPRA that at present there are three types of vac-
cine strains authorised in IE which are manufactured in cell lines which were originally derived 
from foetal tissue.  The Rubella vaccine strain is produced in the Wistar RA 27/3 cell line while 
the hepatitis A and varicella vaccine strains are expressed in the MRC-5 human diploid cell line.  
No new foetal tissue has been used in the manufacture of either rubella, hepatitis A or varicella 
antigens since the development of the original cell lines.  Following production, the vaccines 
are purified from the cell line expression system and the purity of the vaccine formulation has 
to be demonstrated in line with regulatory standards.  This includes limiting process-related 
impurities derived from the manufacturing process i.e. the cell expression system (e.g. host cell 
proteins, host cell DNA).  The WHO has concluded that levels of up to 10 ng of residual host 
cell DNA can be considered as acceptable.

Prior to use in humans all vaccine formulations undergo preclinical testing.  These typi-
cally involve a range of in vitro tests followed by a comprehensive range of toxicity studies in 
animals.  These studies identify potential safety concerns and serve to avoid possible harm to 
human subjects.  Clinical safety studies are conducted during the clinical trials and the safety 
data that is collected is based on events reported after each dose of vaccine and also events re-
ported after a longer time post-vaccination.  Clinical trials run for a defined period and safety 
data will be collected from trial participants for a defined period post vaccination.  This period 
of time may differ between trials.  In addition, vaccines on the market are continuously moni-
tored to provide additional safety data and to identify adverse reactions.  Under the regulatory 
framework, benefit-risk evaluations continue to be carried out throughout the product lifecycle.

Manufacture of vaccines must also comply with good manufacturing standards and regula-
tory requirements in EU and national legislation to ensure that the materials and methods used 
are appropriate.  Vaccine manufactures are subject to independent assessment and inspection by 
national medicines agencies.  It is important to reiterate that all medicines, including vaccines 
are subject to on-going review and evaluation of all available data from a range of sources, in-
cluding systematic scientific literature review, to consider any impact that their data may have 
on the overall assessment of the benefits and risks of a medicinal product.  The safety of these 
vaccines continues to be monitored at EU level through the EMA and its expert committees, 
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which includes representatives from member state competent authorities such as the HPRA.

01/10/2019WRQ05200Services for People with Disabilities

01/10/2019WRQ05300381. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the significant gap which exists between the funding requirements of a service provider (de-
tails supplied) in County Donegal and the core funding allocated to the organisation in 2019; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39619/19]

01/10/2019WRQ05400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.   

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRQ05500Health Services

01/10/2019WRQ05600382. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if some of the workload from 
the local health office in Ballinasloe, County Galway will be allocated to health offices in west 
County Galway or Galway city on an interim basis in order to clear the backlog of applications 
awaiting approval under the HSE community ophthalmic services scheme for medical card 
patients; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39643/19]

01/10/2019WRQ05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRQ05800Mental Health Services

01/10/2019WRQ05900383. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39645/19]

01/10/2019WRQ06000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

01/10/2019WRQ06100Mental Health Services Data

01/10/2019WRQ06200384. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the mental health support 
services available for inpatients in each hospital nationally; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39648/19]

01/10/2019WRQ06300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
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possible.

01/10/2019WRR00200Medicinal Products

01/10/2019WRR00300385. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health the weighting percentages to be used 
as part of the upcoming HSE FreeStyle Libre review decision making process that will be given 
to criteria (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39651/19]

01/10/2019WRR00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRR00500Medicinal Products Reimbursement

01/10/2019WRR00600386. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health if the reimbursement dataset specifi-
cally covers only current HSE-funded users of FreeStyle Libre; if the health technology assess-
ment review will compare total blood glucose strip usage spend year on year; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39652/19]

01/10/2019WRR00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRR00800Hospital Waiting Lists

01/10/2019WRR00900387. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an operation for a hip 
replacement for a person (details supplied) will be expedited; if Waterford University Hospital 
will prioritise the case in view of its urgency and the fact that their quality of life is extremely 
poor; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39661/19]

01/10/2019WRR01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

01/10/2019WRR01100Hospital Discharges
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01/10/2019WRR01200388. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the number of bed days lost to date 
in 2019 as a result of delayed discharges in each public and voluntary hospital in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39669/19]

01/10/2019WRR01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

01/10/2019WRR01400Drug and Alcohol Task Forces

01/10/2019WRR01500389. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that the East Coast Drugs and Task Force has been without an outreach officer for some 
time; the provisions being made by the HSE to recruit a replacement; the estimated timeframe 
for the appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39678/19]

01/10/2019WRR01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy. 

01/10/2019WRR01700Medical Conditions

01/10/2019WRR01800390. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health his plans to update knowledge and 
skills in relation to the diagnosis, management and treatment of ME for medical professionals 
working in the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39696/19]

01/10/2019WRR01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE make every effort to access rel-
evant evidence based research into Chronic fatigue syndrome (CFS) / myalgic encephalomyeli-
tis (or encephalopathy) (ME) as it becomes available. The HSE prioritises the development of 
guidelines based on clinical need and within available resources. 

The challenge in relation to ME is that it does not sit within one specialty, but crosses a 
number of specialties, with patients frequently attending different Consultants for management 
of their symptoms as and when they arise. Consultants are well used to coordinating the care 
of patients that require the input of their colleagues and other members of the multidisciplinary 
care team. 

In order to allow for the timely access to services for patients, work is under way as part of 
the implementation of the Strategy for the Design of Integrated Outpatient Services 2016-2020, 
specifically as regards addressing how and where the patient is treated and the classification of 
referrals with corresponding clinically recommended time-frames. Consideration is also being 
given to condition specific referral forms. This work should see significant improvements with 
respect to access to appropriate services.

I have asked the HSE to consider the service matters raised by the Deputy and to respond 
directly to him.

01/10/2019WRR02000Medical Conditions

01/10/2019WRR02100391. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health his views on the lack of stan-
dardised diagnosis, management and treatment of patients with ME; the impact this has on 
persons with the condition; his plans to put in place a comprehensive review of the way in 
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which ME is diagnosed, managed and treated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39697/19]

01/10/2019WRR02200392. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health his views on the demonstrated 
need for a dedicated ME medical facility and department to diagnose, manage and treat persons 
with the condition; the steps he will take to establish same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39698/19]

01/10/2019WRR02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 391 and 
392 together.

Chronic fatigue syndrome (CFS) / myalgic encephalomyelitis (or encephalopathy) (ME) 
is a complex debilitating disorder which is characterised by severe fatigue accompanied by a 
range of other symptoms.

There is currently no known, specific, medical diagnostic test to determine or confirm a 
correct diagnosis of ME and no specific treatment which works for all sufferers is currently 
available. As a result clinical assessment and the design of care plans need to be tailored to the 
individual patient. There are assessments and tests which can be carried out in primary care 
settings by a General Practitioner. Specialised tests may be required when considering and rul-
ing out other diagnoses.  Relevant specialists are usually accessed through out patient clinics 
at secondary care level. The General Practitioner is regarded as best placed to refer patients, if 
appropriate.

Work is under way as part of the implementation of the Strategy for the Design of Integrated 
Outpatient Services 2016-2020, specifically as regards addressing how and where the patient 
is treated and the classification of referrals with corresponding clinically recommended time-
frames. Consideration is also being given to condition specific referral forms. This work should 
see significant improvements with respect to access to appropriate services.

01/10/2019WRR02500Paediatric Services

01/10/2019WRR02600393. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
an increase in the number of children presenting with symptoms that fit a diagnosis of ME and 
the lack of paediatric professionals with knowledge of the way in which to diagnose, manage 
and treat the condition in children; his plans to address the matter; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39699/19]

01/10/2019WRR02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Children’s Health Ireland to respond to you directly, as soon as possible. 

01/10/2019WRR02800Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

01/10/2019WRR02900394. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health if there is a national HSE policy for 
assessment and provision of powered mobility equipment, for example, powered wheelchairs 
and mobility scooters; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39705/19]

01/10/2019WRR03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRR03100Services for People with Disabilities
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01/10/2019WRR03200395. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will be moved to a more appropriate setting in which they can obtain the treatment they 
require. [39721/19]

01/10/2019WRR03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is committed to providing 
services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live independent 
lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance their 
ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives. This commitment 
is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guided by two principles: 
equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRR03400Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

01/10/2019WRR03500396. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the status of the new intensive 
care unit proposed for Tallaght University Hospital; the funding allocated for the project; if the 
construction and development of the project has been allocated funding over the next two years 
beyond design stage funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39732/19]

01/10/2019WRR03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive recently pub-
lished its Capital Plan for 2019-2021 outlining 250 projects to be progressed over the three-year 
period.

The Capital Plan includes a number of developments at Tallaght University Hospital such 
as the renal dialysis unit and the intensive care unit.

The HSE is responsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects and has 
advised that renal dialysis project is currently under construction and is funded to completion.

Meanwhile, the expansion and upgrade of the intensive care unit is at design stage and is 
expected to progress to the construction stage once the renal dialysis development has been 
completed.

It is important to recognise that all capital development proposals must progress through a 
number of approval stages, in line with the Public Spending Code, including detailed appraisal, 
planning, design and procurement, before a firm timeline or funding requirement can be estab-
lished.  The final decision to proceed with the construction of a project cannot be made until the 
tender process has been completed and the costings reviewed to ensure that the proposal deliv-
ers value for money and remains affordable, and that sufficient funding is available to fund the 
project to completion, including equipping and commissioning costs.

The delivery of capital projects is a dynamic process and is subject to the successful comple-
tion of the various approval stages, which can impact on the timeline for delivery.

The HSE actively manages the capital programme in order to ensure it has flexibility to 
progress as many projects as possible within the available funding, particularly in the event of 
any project not progressing as anticipated.  

01/10/2019WRR03700Protected Disclosures Data
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01/10/2019WRR03800397. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the number of protected 
disclosures made to his Department in relation to the NMBI in each of the years 2014 to 2018 
and to date in 2019; the number ongoing; the year in which each protected disclosure was ini-
tially made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39736/19]

01/10/2019WRR03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Section 16(1) of the Protected Disclosures 
Act 2014 provides that a person who receives a protected disclosure in the course of their duties 
shall not disclose information that might identify the person making the protected disclosure. 
As Minister it is my duty to treat a disclosure as confidential and to protect the identity of the 
discloser where possible. 

Under Section 22 of the Act, every public body shall prepare and publish not later than 30 
June in each year a report in relation to the immediately preceding year in a form which does 
not enable the identification of the persons involved containing information relating to the mat-
ters in subsection 22(2) of the Act.

However, in an effort to address the Deputy’s question, I can confirm that my Department 
received a total of four protected disclosures relating to the NMBI between 2014 and 2018, two 
of which are closed. 

01/10/2019WRR04000Medicinal Products

01/10/2019WRR04100398. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health the weighting percentages to 
be used as part of the upcoming HSE FreeStyle Libre Group review decision making process 
that will be given to criteria (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39740/19]

01/10/2019WRR04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRR04300Medicinal Products Reimbursement

01/10/2019WRR04400399. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health if the reimbursement dataset 
will specifically cover only current HSE funded users of the FreeStyle Libre device; if not, if 
the Health Technology Assessment Group review will compare total blood glucose strip usage 
spend year on year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39741/19]

01/10/2019WRR04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRR04600Hospital Appointments Status

01/10/2019WRR04700400. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment to see a plastic surgeon; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39743/19]
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01/10/2019WRR04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

01/10/2019WRR04900Hospital Transfers

01/10/2019WRR05000401. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the person or body with whom 
responsibility for transport to hospital appointments rest in cases in which a person is a long-
stay in a nursing home under the fair deal scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39746/19]

01/10/2019WRR05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Nursing Homes 
Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as A Fair Deal, is a system of financial support 
for people who require long-term residential care. Participants contribute to the cost of their 
care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost. 

The NHSS covers the cost of the standard components of long-term residential care which 
are:

- Nursing and  personal care appropriate to the level of care needs of the person;

- Bed and board;

- Basic aids and appliances necessary to assist a person with the activities of daily living; 
and

- Laundry  service.

A person’s eligibility for other schemes, such as the medical card scheme or the drugs pay-
ment scheme, is unaffected by participation in the NHSS or residence in a nursing home.  Al-
though the NHSS covers core living expenses, residents can still incur some costs in a nursing 
home, such as social programmes, newspapers, hairdressing or transport just as they would if 
they were being cared for at home. Transport to and from medical appointments is not covered 
under the Scheme.

As transport is not included in the agreed price with private nursing homes and as there is 
no statutory requirement for the HSE to provide transport, a nursing home resident or their rep-
resentative is responsible for costs incurred in conveying the resident to hospital appointments.  
Where a private nursing home provides a transport service to residents, details of this service 
and associated costs should be included in the written agreement between the resident or their 
representative and the nursing home.  
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Whilst there is no statutory requirement for the HSE to provide transport, a limited service 
is available with priority given to persons receiving cancer treatment and dialysis.  In excep-
tional circumstances the HSE can arrange for persons to attend critical clinical appointments if 
the family or the individual are unable to provide it independently.  In such cases transport is 
arranged on the basis that it is shared between patients to ensure that the maximum number ben-
efit.  A referral to avail of this service must be made by the local public health nurse, registered 
general nurse or the person’s General Practitioner.

01/10/2019WRR05200Primary Care Centres

01/10/2019WRR05300402. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the procedure for medical 
centres to choose the price for paid parking outside the centres; if the costs of healthcare facili-
ties nationwide are bound to charge the same rates for parking on their grounds; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39755/19]

01/10/2019WRR05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I understand the HSE has recently respond-
ed to your previous question regarding parking costs at Primary Care Centres and has advised 
that there is no generalised national car parking cost.

Parking costs at privately operated medical centres is a matter for the owners of such facili-
ties.

01/10/2019WRR05500Primary Care Centres

01/10/2019WRR05600403. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if a paid parking increase of 
double its original costs at a local health centre (details supplied) will be investigated; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39756/19]

01/10/2019WRR05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRR05800Services for People with Disabilities

01/10/2019WRR05900404. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 449 of 28 May 2019, to which the HSE failed to respond, when a child (details sup-
plied) in County Mayo can expect an appointment with early intervention services namely 
occupational therapy, psychology and speech and language therapy; the reason appointments 
for the child with these services has been delayed; if an appointment will be expedited; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39762/19]

01/10/2019WRR06000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.   

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
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referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRS00200Hospital Consultant Contracts

01/10/2019WRS00300405. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the start date for the new 
endocrinologist for the paediatric diabetes service in Cork University Hospital; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39785/19]

01/10/2019WRS00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

01/10/2019WRS00500Hospital Services

01/10/2019WRS00600406. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the management plans in 
place to help teenage patients transition into adult diabetes services at Cork University Hospi-
tal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39786/19]

01/10/2019WRS00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

01/10/2019WRS00800Health Services Expenditure

01/10/2019WRS00900407. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health the amount spent to date on provid-
ing free contraceptives as promised during the referendum on the Eighth Amendment of the 
Constitution; the quantity and type of contraceptive purchased for a free contraceptive scheme; 
and the location in which persons can access these free contraceptives. [39791/19]

01/10/2019WRS01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Approximately one-third of the population 
hold a medical card, and these individuals can access contraception from their GP  free of charge 
except for a small per item prescription charge levied at the pharmacy.  The Primary Care Re-
imbursement Service (PCRS) have reported that 124,379 clients availed of contraceptive drugs 
and special services through the GMS scheme in 2018. The cost of delivering this service was 
approximately €11.45m.  The scheme includes most types of contraception, including Long 
Acting Reversible Contraception, although condoms and the copper coil are not covered.  

The National Condom Distribution Service (NCDS), which was established in 2015, dis-
tributes free condoms and lubricant sachets to HSE services and other organisations working 
directly with individuals and groups who may be at increased risk of negative sexual health 
outcomes.  

A variety of services and organisations typically order condoms and/or lubricant sachets 
from the NCDS. These include statutory services, non-governmental organisations (NGOs) or 
community organisations, student unions and student health centres.  The NCDS also provides 
condoms and lubricant sachets to support sexual health promotional campaigns and educational 
initiatives.  In 2018, figures indicate that 409,319 condoms and 287,565 lubricant sachets were 
delivered through the NCDS.  Data provided by the HSE show that €35,243 was spent on con-
doms in 2018.   

The Deputy may also wish to note that the Minister has established a Working Group to 
examine the various policy, regulatory and legislative issues arising in relation to improving 
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access to contraception.

01/10/2019WRS01100Health Services Provision

01/10/2019WRS01200408. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health when a HSE service (details 
supplied) will reopen. [39794/19]

01/10/2019WRS01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of public healthcare services and infrastructure projects, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly in relation to this matter.

01/10/2019WRS01400Voluntary Hospital Sector

01/10/2019WRS01500409. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the financial difficulties which the six members of voluntary hospital groups currently 
find themselves in providing palliative care services in view of the difficulties experienced op-
erating as section 39 organisations whilst also implementing the increases of the most recent 
pay deal; if this issue will be given consideration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39797/19]

01/10/2019WRS01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I understand that the HSE is monitoring, 
on an ongoing basis, the financial position of voluntary hospices who are funded under service 
level agreements. The current service level agreement process provides a forum for hospices to 
discuss any issues or difficulties with the Chief Officer of the relevant Community Healthcare 
Organisation. 

In the HSE’s 2019 National Service Plan, an additional €2 million was provided for spe-
cialist palliative care services, with €1m allocated to both Marymount Hospice and St. Francis 
Hospice to support sustainable services in line with agreed plans. 

In accordance with a recommendation in the HSE’s Palliative Care Services Three Year 
Development Framework 2017-2019, the HSE has established a working group to examine 
what constitutes a core specialist palliative care service, including both pay and non-pay costs, 
with a view to achieving full statutory funding of core services. The report of this Group is not 
yet finalised. 

The level of funding available for palliative care services in 2020 will be considered in the 
context of the estimates and budgetary process, and national service planning.

01/10/2019WRS01700Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

01/10/2019WRS01800410. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of the orthodontic ap-
pointment referral for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39805/19]

01/10/2019WRS01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRS02000Cannabis for Medicinal Use
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01/10/2019WRS02100411. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the commencement dates of the 
medical cannabis access programme; and when the first patients will be referred to the pilot 
programme. [39807/19]

01/10/2019WRS02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): On 26th June I signed legislation which will 
allow for the operation of the Medical Cannabis Access Programme (MCAP) on a pilot basis 
for five years. 

This new legislation means that commercial medical cannabis suppliers whose cannabis 
products meet the specified requirements set out in the legislation and which have been listed in 
Schedule 1 of the Misuse of Drugs (Prescription and Control of Supply of Cannabis for Medical 
Use) Regulations will be able to supply these products to the Irish market. 

Once suitable medical cannabis products are made available by suppliers, the Access Pro-
gramme will make it possible for a medical consultant to prescribe, in line with the published 
clinical guidance, a listed cannabis-based product for a patient under his or her care for the 
following medical conditions, where the patient has failed to respond to standard treatments: 

- spasticity associated with multiple sclerosis; 

- intractable nausea and vomiting associated with chemotherapy; 

- severe, refractory (treatment-resistant) epilepsy. 

It should be noted that currently no medical cannabis products are available for use under 
the MCAP as it is expected that it will take some time for suppliers to arrange to have their 
products made available on the Irish Market.

However I am pleased to say that there are a number of suppliers who have already ex-
pressed interest. 

The medical decision to prescribe or not prescribe any treatment, including cannabis treat-
ment, for an individual patient is strictly a decision for the treating clinician, in consultation 
with their patient. The Minister for Health has no role in this clinical decision-making process.

Pending full operation of the MCAP, and for medical indications not included in the MCAP, 
doctors may continue to utilise the Ministerial licencing route to prescribe medical cannabis for 
their patients, should they wish to do so. In line with the Chief Medical Officer’s advice, the 
granting of a licence for cannabis for medical purposes must be premised on an appropriate ap-
plication being submitted to the Department of Health, which is endorsed by a consultant who 
is responsible for the management of the patient and who is prepared to monitor the effects of 
the treatment over time.

01/10/2019WRS02300Health Services Provision

01/10/2019WRS02400412. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding women’s sexual health; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39809/19]

01/10/2019WRS02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): While it should be noted that GPs already 
provide the services referred to by the Deputy in the normal course of their work, there is also 
wider policy work ongoing to support improved sexual health and wellbeing in women.

  Women’s health is a priority for my Department.  I was pleased to hold the first meeting of 
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the newly established Women’s Health Task Force on the 26 of September. 

The Task Force will examine a wide range of issues impacting women’s health outcomes 
in Ireland and to work on these on a phased, prioritised basis. As its first action, the Taskforce 
will lead a large-scale consultation with women in Ireland to hear their experiences of and solu-
tions for the health system. 

Good progress has been made in the area of sexual health.  The National Sexual Health 
Strategy 2015-2020 was launched in October 2015. The Strategy’s key aims are to improve 
sexual health and wellbeing and to reduce negative sexual health outcomes.  A mid-term review 
of the Strategy, conducted in 2018, found that implementation is going well and that the Strat-
egy will remain relevant beyond 2020. 

Consequently, the vision for the strategy, priorities and actions post 2020 will be reviewed 
to ensure the programme evolves in line with the changes to the external environment and the 
opportunities these may bring.  A refreshed version of the strategy will be developed in 2020.

The Ancillary Recommendations of the Committee on the 8th Amendment to the Consti-
tution are a key implementation priority. Funding of €500,000 has been provided to the HSE 
Sexual Health and Crisis Pregnancy Programme to support implementation of the Recommen-
dations.  Measures include the expansion of condom provision, actions related to education and 
training, work arising from recommendations of the NCCA review of Relationship and Sexu-
ality Education, communications campaigns, the MyOptions support service for those facing 
unplanned pregnancy, and development of a general population survey on sexual health. 

A Working Group has been established within the Department of Health to examine the 
various policy, regulatory and legislative issues arising in relation to improving access to con-
traception. The Group has recently held a public consultation exercise and has engaged directly 
with numerous stakeholders.  It is currently preparing a report which I expect to receive shortly.     

A policy review of sexual assault treatment units (SATUs) has recently been conducted, 
which has put forward a number of practical actions to enhance and strengthen the Health re-
sponse to victims of sexual violence.

One of the Review’s actions is to communicate the role and support available through SA-
TUs more routinely and effectively. The HSE is currently working on a SATU specific com-
munications project - one aspect of which will be to improve knowledge and education about 
SATU services among, clinicians across the health service, and wider society.

 A sub-Committee of the National Strategy for Women and Girls (NSWG) Strategy Com-
mittee has been established to examine issues around period poverty. The sub-Committee is 
chaired by my Department and includes representation from a number of Government Depart-
ments and NGOs, including the National Women’s Council of Ireland. The first meeting of the 
sub-Committee took place on September 6.

01/10/2019WRS02600Hospital Services

01/10/2019WRS02700413. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if hospital capacity will be 
increased (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39810/19]

01/10/2019WRS02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I wish to acknowledge the distress over-
crowded Emergency Departments cause to patients, their families, and frontline staff working 
in very challenging conditions in hospitals throughout the country. 
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The Health Service Capacity Review published last year was clear on the need for a major 
investment in additional capacity in both hospital and community – combined with a wide scale 
reform of the manner and the location of where health services are provided.

Increasing capacity alone will not address the challenges faced, but on the basis of signifi-
cant reform over the next 10-15 years, the report recommends an additional 2,600 acute beds 
by 2031. The National Development Plan provides for the full complement of beds by 2028 - 3 
years ahead of schedule. 

Since 2017, an additional 267 beds have been opened. The Capacity Programme for 2019 
provides for the following increases in capacity, as set out in the National Service Plan 2019:

- The provision of 75 acute beds and 70 community beds under the Winter Plan 2018/19 
– the HSE has confirmed that all the acute beds and 59 community beds have opened to date. 

- 47 additional beds, including the 40-bed modular build in South  Tipperary General Hos-
pital (STGH), 3 HDU beds in the Mater Hospital and 4 HDU beds in Cork University Hospital. 

- preparation of 202 beds, of which 16 are critical care, during 2019, with a view to bringing 
this extra capacity into operation in the first quarter of 2020.  

- Commencement of works on a 60-bed modular ward in University Hospital Limerick. 

Improving timely access for patients is at the heart of Sláintecare. Building upon the prog-
ress made in recent years in this area, the Sláintecare Action Plan 2019 published by the Depart-
ment, includes a specific work stream on Access and Waiting Lists. In addition, many of the 
other service reforms and enhancements included in the Action Plan will support timely access 
to care for patients in the coming years. Progress has already been made in implementing the 
Sláintecare Action Plan’s Access actions this year.

Question No. 414 answered with Question No. 367.

01/10/2019WRS03000Vaccination Programme

01/10/2019WRS03100415. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health if the HPV vaccination which is 
already available for girls born in 2004 will become available for boys born in 2004. [39816/19]

01/10/2019WRS03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The immunisation programme in Ireland 
is based on the advice of the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC).  The com-
mittee’s recommendations are based on the prevalence of the relevant disease in Ireland and 
international best practice in relation to immunisation.  It makes recommendations on vaccina-
tion policy to my Department.  NIAC continues to revise recommendations to allow for the 
introduction of new vaccines in Ireland and to keep abreast of changes in the patterns of disease.  
Therefore, the immunisation schedule will continue to be amended over time.

In 2009 the NIAC recommended HPV (human papillomavirus) vaccination for all 12-13 
year old girls to reduce their risk of developing cervical cancer when they are adults.  In Septem-
ber 2010 the HPV vaccination programme was introduced for all girls in first year of secondary 
school.  Gardasil is the vaccine used by the HSE in the School Immunisation Programme and is 
provided free of charge to girls in secondary school.

The National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) made a recommendation that the 
HPV vaccine should be given to boys.  On foot of NIAC’s recommendation, my Department 
asked the Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) to undertake a health technology 
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assessment (HTA) to establish the clinical and cost-effectiveness of extending the current im-
munisation programme, which offers HPV vaccination to all girls in their first year of second 
level education (generally 12 to 13 year olds), to a programme that also offers the vaccination 
to boys in their first year of secondary school.

HIQA completed the HTA in December 2018, recommending that the HPV immunisation 
programme be extended to include boys.  A policy decision was made to extend the HPV im-
munisation programme to include boys starting in September 2019 with the introduction of a 
9-valent HPV vaccine.  However, the HIQA report published in December 2018 did not recom-
mend an HPV catch-up programme for older boys for several reasons:

- accinating boys in the first year of secondary school provides the best possible protection 
against HPV infection;

- Boys are already benefitting from the indirect herd protection provided by the girls’ HPV 
vaccination programme which started in 2010.

During the 2019/20 school year, girls who previously declined the HPV vaccine and are still 
attending secondary school can join the HPV girls only programme.  By contacting your local 
HSE Health Office appointments will be offered to girls to receive the HPV vaccine in HSE 
mop up clinics.  However, it must be noted that vaccinated girls may still be at risk from other 
high risk types of HPV that can cause cervical cancer and will therefore need to continue to 
have regular cervical smear tests.

For older children who did not receive the vaccine as part of the School Immunisation Pro-
gramme the HPV vaccine can only be obtained privately from a GP.  If your child is 15 years 
of age or older they will require three doses of the HPV vaccine in order to be fully protected.  
Those who have a medical card are eligible to have the vaccine administered free of charge by 
their GP.  However, the cost of purchasing the vaccine privately is not covered by the medical 
card.

The ages at which vaccines are recommended in the immunisation schedule are chosen by 
NIAC in order to give each child the best possible protection against vaccine preventable dis-
eases.  As the HPV vaccine is preventative it is intended to be administered, if possible, before 
a person becomes sexually active, that is, before a person is first exposed to HPV infection.  
Therefore, the gender neutral HPV vaccination programme targets all girls and boys in first 
year of secondary school to provide maximum coverage.  All vaccines administered through the 
School Immunisation Programme are provided free of charge.   

My Department will continue to be guided by NIAC’s recommendations on any emerging 
evidence on this issue in the future. 

01/10/2019WRS03300Long-Term Illness Scheme

01/10/2019WRS03400416. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the conditions which are eligible 
for the long-term illness scheme; his plans to review the scheme with a view to adding more 
conditions to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39820/19]

01/10/2019WRS03500417. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason Crohn’s disease is not 
eligible for the long-term illness scheme; his plans to review the scheme with a view to adding 
more conditions to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39821/19]

01/10/2019WRS03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 416 and 
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417 together.

The Long Term Illness (LTI) Scheme was established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act 
1970 (as amended). The conditions covered by the LTI are: acute leukaemia; mental handicap; 
cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person under 16); cystic fibrosis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes 
insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes mellitus; parkinsonism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; 
haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; and conditions arising from the use of thalidomide.

Under the LTI Scheme, patients receive medicines, and medical and surgical appliances 
directly related to the treatment of their illness, free of charge.

There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the Scheme at this time. How-
ever, I wish to inform the Deputy that the LTI Scheme will be included as part of a review of the 
basis for existing hospital and medication charges, to be carried out under commitments given 
in the Sláintecare Implementation Strategy.

For people who are not eligible for the LTI Scheme, there are other arrangements which 
protect them from excessive medicine costs.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €124 a month 
towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the cost 
burden for families and individuals with ongoing expenditure on medicines.

People who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services 
for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card. In the assessment pro-
cess, the HSE can take into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family. 

People who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail of a GP visit card, 
which covers the cost of GP consultations.

Question No. 418 answered with Question No. 379.

01/10/2019WRS03900Ministerial Meetings

01/10/2019WRS04000419. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Health when he plans to 
meet a group (details supplied) which was promised at the last meeting with the group in March 
2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39861/19]

01/10/2019WRS04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As Minister for Health, I requested Dr Tony 
Holohan, Chief Medical Officer (CMO) to draft a report on the use of Uro-Gynaecological 
Mesh in the surgical treatment of stress urinary incontinence (SUI) and pelvic organ prolapse 
(POP) in women. The report covers the clinical and technical issues involved in ensuring both:

1. the safe and effective provision of mesh procedures in urogynaecology and

2. an appropriate response to women who suffer complications as a result of undergoing 
such procedures.

This report was published on the Department of Health website on 21 November 2018. 

The CMO’s Report identifies that for many women, surgical procedures using synthetic 
mesh devices have provided a more effective and less invasive form of treatment than tradi-
tional SUI and POP procedures. However, mesh devices are associated with significant and 
severe complications in a minority of women. These are of concern given the difficulties of 
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mesh implant removal.

The Report makes 19 recommendations including:

- the development of patient information and informed consent materials;

- surgical professional training and multidisciplinary expertise in units carrying out mesh 
procedures;

- the development of clinical guidance;

- the development of information systems to monitor the ongoing use of mesh devices;

- ensuring the reporting of mesh related complications; and

- ensuring timely, appropriate and accessible care pathways for the management of women 
with complications.

In advance of the report’s completion, the HSE was requested in May 2018 to begin work 
immediately on the development of national standardised patient information and informed 
consent materials and the clarification and development of treatment pathways and appropriate 
referral services for women suffering serious complications. 

The HSE was also asked by the Chief Medical Officer on 24 July 2018 to pause all mesh 
procedures where clinically safe to do so, pending confirmation by the HSE of the implementa-
tion of recommendations relating to (i) professional training requirements, (ii) patient informa-
tion and consent and (iii) the development and maintenance of a national data set for all mesh 
procedures carried out in HSE funded hospitals.

 A Synthetic Mesh Devices Advisory Group was convened by the HSE, to advise on and 
progress all of the recommendations which included three patient representatives, as well as 
representatives of the HPRA, the IOG, the RCSI, the CFI and all Hospital Groups to advise on 
and action all of the recommendations above. 

I am informed that an ongoing work programme for the clarification and development of 
treatment pathways and appropriate referral services for women suffering from mesh-related 
complications is being progressed by the HSE. This work includes identifying the appropriate 
specialist clinical expertise and facilities required at hospital group level and nationally to pro-
vide comprehensive aftercare services. 

Pending the completion of this work, the HSE is also examining options to address service 
requirements for patients with immediate or urgent needs. 

As was requested by the Secretary General of my Department in November 2018, the HSE 
has prepared an Implementation Plan for the complete set of recommendations set out in the 
CMO’s Report, which was approved by the Leadership Team in the HSE and published on the 
HSE website on 26 April 2019, which I hope provides further clarity on this issue.

I am informed that the HSE has advised that a detailed progress report on implementation of 
the recommendations will be provided to my Department and this report is awaited. 

The HSE has published a dedicated webpage about vaginal mesh implants, including con-
tact information for women suffering complications, which I hope is a useful resource. This can 
be found on the HSE website. 

I would strongly encourage all women affected by mesh to engage with the relevant HSE 
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contact points provided, to ensure that their service needs can be identified and provided for.

At my meeting with the Mesh Survivors Ireland Group on 7 March 2019 I agreed to con-
tinue engagement with them on a pathway forward, to ensure that the ongoing clinical manage-
ment of this patient group is in line with international best practice and emerging evidence. It is 
my intention to meet again with the Mesh Survivors Ireland group in the coming weeks.

01/10/2019WRS04200Health Services Provision

01/10/2019WRS04300420. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to address 
issues raised in a new report by an organisation (details supplied) into supports for children 
through the Irish refugee protection programme and reports by numerous stakeholders that chil-
dren have considerable oral health needs but that there are challenges in accessing appropriate 
services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39870/19]

01/10/2019WRS04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRS04500Hospital Discharges

01/10/2019WRS04600421. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 1304 of 6 September 2019, if he is satisfied that 363 persons waited over a month to be 
discharged from hospital and 79 persons who were ready to be discharged have waited over six 
months in hospital to be discharged; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39872/19]

01/10/2019WRS04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Delayed transfers of care (previously re-
ferred to as delayed discharges) occur when patients have been deemed clinically fit for dis-
charge from an acute bed but whose discharge is delayed because they are waiting for some 
form of on-going support or care following their discharge. There are many reasons for this, 
such as a patient undertaking the application process for NHSS, awaiting assessment for a home 
care package, homelessness, ward of court application, and the availability of resources.

In many cases, the HSE will use transitional care to accommodate the patient during the 
period between discharge, and the  finalisation of the new care arrangements, but can often 
be a delay, especially in cases where the patient and family are coming to terms with the new 
circumstances.

The HSE seeks to balance patient experience with the need to keep DTOCs as low as pos-
sible.

This year, services are being stretched more than ever, with demand consistently outstrip-
ping supply and we have seen increases in delayed transfers of care. While the HSE maximises 
the use of resources, prioritising those requiring discharge from acute hospitals, there is a grow-
ing demand for egress support and in response, and in the context of planning and preparing for 
the challenges of the winter period, the Department and the HSE have been considering a com-
prehensive approach to the current the high-level of DTOCs. However, recognising the urgency 
of the situation, approval was provided to the HSE to begin actions immediately to the value 
of €5m in 2019.  As part of these measures the HSE released a significant number of funding 
approvals within NHSS this month, bringing the waiting time for the release of funding back to 
4 weeks, and provided additional home care and transitional care beds.
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Separately, following the 2019 publication of the Independent Expert Review of Delayed 
Discharges, an implementation group has been established to progress the recommendations.  
Minister Daly has also established a Cross Divisional Oversight Group within the Department 
of Health to oversee the HSE’s implementation of the recommendations. 

As regards those persons discharged and awaiting new care arrangements for over 6 months, 
the Department does not have specific details on these individuals, but generally these cases 
are complex, and include issues such as homelessness, legal issues (such as ward of court) and 
the requirement for modifications to be undertaken at the patients home before they can leave 
hospital. 

The Department will seek further information and provide a further response directly to the 
Deputy.

01/10/2019WRS04800Medicinal Products Availability

01/10/2019WRS04900422. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Health when the HTA review team will 
make a decision on extending the availability of FreeStyle Libre to all type 1 diabetic patients 
irrespective of age; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39874/19]

01/10/2019WRS05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRS05100Nursing Homes Support Scheme Eligibility

01/10/2019WRS05200423. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the differences in the way in 
which different pension products and funds are assessed, both in terms of income and capital, as 
part of the financial assessment of an application under the nursing home support scheme, with 
particular regard to the treatment of an approved retirement fund, a private annuity pension or a 
public service pension; his plans to make changes in this area; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39875/19]

01/10/2019WRS05300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Nursing Homes 
Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as A Fair Deal, is a system of financial support 
for those in need of long-term nursing home care.  Participants contribute to the cost of their 
care according to their income and assets while the State pays the balance of the cost.

The Scheme aims to ensure that long-term nursing home care is accessible and affordable 
for everyone and that people are cared for in the most appropriate settings. An applicant to the 
scheme can choose any public, voluntary or approved private nursing home. The home must 
have availability and be able to cater for the applicant’s particular needs.

Participants in the Scheme contribute up to 80% of their assessable income and a maximum 
of 7.5% per annum of the value of assets held. In the case of a couple, the applicant’s means are 
assessed as 50% of the couple’s combined income and assets. The first €36,000 of an individu-
al’s assets, or €72,000 in the case of a couple, is not counted at all in the financial assessment. 
The capital value of an individual’s principal private residence is only included in the financial 
assessment for the first three years of their time in care. This is known as the three year cap.

The Scheme has a number of important safeguards built into the financial assessment which 
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ensures that:

- Nobody will pay more than the actual cost of care;

- An applicant will keep a personal allowance of 20% of his/her income or 20% of the maxi-
mum rate of the State Pension (non-Contributory), whichever is greater.  This is in recognition 
of the fact that, although the NHSS covers core living expenses, residents can still incur some 
costs in a nursing home, such as social programmes, newspapers or hairdressing;

- If an applicant has a spouse/partner remaining at home, he/she will be left with 50% of 
the couple’s income or the maximum rate of the State Pension (non-Contributory), whichever 
is greater;

- If both members of a couple enter nursing home care, they each retain at least 20% of their 
income, or 20% of the maximum rate of the State Pension (non-Contributory), whichever is 
greater;

- Certain items of expenditure, called allowable deductions, can be taken into account for 
the financial assessment, including health expenses, payments required by law, rent payments 
and borrowings in respect of a person’s principal private residence;

- A person’s eligibility for other schemes, such as the Medical Card Scheme or the Drug 
Payment Scheme, is unaffected by participation in the Nursing Homes Support Scheme or resi-
dence in a nursing home.

Income from public, private or State pensions are treated in the same manner as other sourc-
es of income having regard for the fact that the Scheme is a financial support scheme with the 
level of State support provided dependent on the financial means of the applicant. There are no 
plans to make changes to how pensions are assessed under the NHSS.

01/10/2019WRS05400Hospital Services

01/10/2019WRS05500424. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Health when the more than 90 type 
1 diabetes young adults and teenagers attending Cork University Hospital will be transitioned 
form the paediatric diabetes services to the adult diabetes services; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39881/19]

01/10/2019WRS05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

01/10/2019WRT00200Hospital Staff

01/10/2019WRT00300425. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Health when the newly appointed 
paediatric endocrinologist will commence at Cork University Hospital; and the date on which 
they will commence. [39882/19]

01/10/2019WRT00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

01/10/2019WRT00500Nursing Homes Support Scheme
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01/10/2019WRT00600426. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health the status of the extension of the 
three year cap under the fair deal scheme to farms and small businesses; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39883/19]

01/10/2019WRT00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The proposed policy 
change to the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS), to cap contributions based on farm and 
business assets at 3 years where a family successor commits to working the productive asset, 
has been approved by Government. My Department developed draft Heads of Bill while con-
sidering a number of complex ancillary policy and operational matters which may need to be 
addressed in the proposed legislation. 

It is intended that this proposed policy change, the 3 year cap, will be extended to eligible 
existing participants in long term residential care so that they are not disadvantaged, but that 
there would be no retrospective recoupment of contributions for those who have paid contribu-
tions over and above the 3 year period. 

The General Scheme of Bill for the NHSS was approved by Government on the 11th June 
2019 and subsequently published. The changes to the Scheme will come into effect as soon 
as the legislative process is successfully complete. I intend to progress this as quickly as pos-
sible, however, the timeline for completion of the legislation will also depend on how it passes 
through the Houses. The General Scheme has been sent to the relevant Joint Committee and I 
look forward to participating in pre-legislative scrutiny when a date is agreed with the Com-
mittee.

01/10/2019WRT00800Capital Expenditure Programme

01/10/2019WRT00900427. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the final agreed tender price, 
the date of the tender for the contract and the final overall amount paid and the date of the final 
payment in respect of each capital expenditure project completed since 1 January 2014 by his 
Department or an agency under the remit of his Department and which ended up costing €10 
million or more in tabular form; the reason the final amount paid exceeded the final tender 
price; the details available in respect of projects in which construction is not complete to date 
or in which the final settlement account has not been agreed to date; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39926/19]

01/10/2019WRT01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is responsi-
ble for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly in relation to this matter.

01/10/2019WRT01100Hospital Appointments Status

01/10/2019WRT01200428. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39938/19]

01/10/2019WRT01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
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uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

01/10/2019WRT01400Hospital Waiting Lists Data

01/10/2019WRT01500429. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the number of patients on the wait-
ing list at University Hospital Waterford waiting to see an endocrinologist up to 12, 12 to 24, 
24 to 36, 36 to 48 and more than 48 months, respectively in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39957/19]

01/10/2019WRT01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting time for patients for hos-
pital operations and procedures is a key priority for Government.

 Budget 2019 announced that the Government has further increased investment in tackling 
waiting lists, with funding to the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) increasing from 
€55 million in 2018 to €75 million in 2019. The joint Department of Health/HSE/NTPF Sched-
uled Care Access Plan 2019 was published in March and sets out measures to improve care for 
patients waiting for scheduled care in 2019 by reducing waiting times for inpatient/day case 
treatment and outpatient appointments.

The NTPF advise that over recent months they have placed a particular focus on engaging 
with hospital groups and individual hospitals to identify outpatient waiting list proposals.

In addition, the Department of Health has established a Working Group comprised of rep-
resentatives from the HSE, NTPF, and Departmental officials, to examine ways of improving 
access for patients waiting for scheduled care. Part of this work includes developing initiatives 
which will move care to the most appropriate setting, and at the lowest level of complexity.

The data requested by the Deputy is outlined in the document attached.

01/10/2019WRT01700Animal Welfare

01/10/2019WRT01800430. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his plans 
to regulate the provision of horse-drawn carriages for hire in Dublin in view of concerns for 
animal welfare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39726/19]

01/10/2019WRT01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment devotes considerable resources to protecting animal welfare and dealing with breaches of 
animal welfare legislation. The Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013 has modernised the legal 
framework relating to the welfare of animals. 

This work is further underpinned by the Animal Welfare Helpline which my Department 
operates, Lo-call  076 1064408, along with a dedicated email address, AnimalWelfare@agri-
culture.gov.ie, which facilitates the reporting by members of the public of concerns in regard to 
the welfare of animals.   The animal welfare hotline exists for the reporting of specific incidents 
relating to animal welfare which come to the attention of members of the public, which they 
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believe need attention. All calls received are treated in confidence and all complaints received 
are investigated and followed up. 

I am advised by Dublin City Council that the proposed regulation of horse drawn carriages 
is currently under review. 

01/10/2019WRT02000Agriculture Scheme Applications

01/10/2019WRT02100431. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will examine the case of a person (details supplied) in County Cork under the BEAM pay-
ment scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39283/19]

01/10/2019WRT02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Applications 
for  the Beef Exceptional Aid Measure (BEAM) were accepted between the 19th August and the 
20th September 2019.  An application was received from the person named on 6th September 
2019.  

Each BEAM applicant retains the right to have the figures presented to them as part of their 
application reviewed.  While no such request had been received in my Department from the 
person named, I have asked my officials to consider the information submitted by the Deputy as 
a request for a review.  This review will now be carried out and the person named will be in-
formed of the outcome as soon as it is available. 

Following the outcome of this review, the option of a further appeal to the Agriculture Ap-
peals Office will remain available to the person named.

01/10/2019WRT02300Live Exports

01/10/2019WRT02400432. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
breakdown of live cattle export volumes by destination, both EU and third countries, respec-
tively, over the past five years. [39302/19]

01/10/2019WRT02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Live exports 
are a critical part of the infrastructure of our livestock industry.  They play a significant role in 
stimulating price competition and provide an alternative market outlet for farmers.  My Depart-
ment facilitates this trade, recognising its critical importance to the agri-sector, while ensuring 
that live animal exports meet the highest welfare standards.  I continue to prioritise efforts to 
gain access to new third country markets and, equally importantly, to deepen existing markets 
for live exports.

In 2018, live exports of cattle increased by over 30% to 246,000 head compared to 2017. This 
year has seen a further increase of 20% on the same point last year.  Tables with figures for ex-
ports of cattle and calves from 2015 to 2019 follow.

Live exports of cattle 2015 to 2019 (YTD)

Country 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Belgium 600 400 5,500 13,500 2,961
France 8,600 5,900 2,800 9,100 7,222
GB 9,100 6,600 5,900 5,500 4,171
Greece 700 1,500 1,000 1,600 1,653



Questions - Written Answers

190

Country 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Hungary 100 400 100 200 1,367
Italy 24,900 18,600 19,400 24,100 26,644
Libya 400 2,200 1,800 5,500 6,611
Morocco 300 200 0 700 0
Netherlands 43,700 27,000 41,800 48,900 81,951
Northern Ire-
land

55,300 24,500 26,100 24,600 22,013

Poland 0 0 0 2,700 5,338
Romania 300 600 1,400 800 85
Slovakia 0 500 300 1,800 0
Spain 29,600 37,000 50,500 92,500 79,605
Tunisia 3,900 0 0 200 747
Turkey 0 19,300 30,600 12,900 2,860
Totals *    178,000 145,200 188,300 244,600 244,028
* Countries with smaller numbers of exports are not listed individually on the table pro-

vided but are included in totals

01/10/2019WRT02600Live Exports

01/10/2019WRT02700433. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the num-
ber of live cattle export shipments by port of origin over the past five years. [39303/19]

01/10/2019WRT02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Live exports 
are a critical part of the infrastructure of our livestock industry.  They play a significant role in 
stimulating price competition and provide an alternative market outlet for farmers.  My Depart-
ment facilitates this trade, recognising its critical importance to the agri-sector, while ensuring 
that live animal exports meet the highest welfare standards.  I continue to prioritise efforts to 
gain access to new third country markets and, equally importantly, to deepen existing markets 
for live exports.

The number of shipments of live cattle exported on dedicated livestock vessels and the ports 
of departure of those shipments is provided in the following table.  

Year Ports No of shipments 
2019 Belview, Co WaterfordGre-

enore, Co Louth 
 4 1 

2018 Greenore, Co LouthBelview, 
Co WaterfordCork, Co Cork

 4 2 3

2017 Belview, Co WaterfordGre-
enore, Co Louth Foynes, Co 
Limerick

931

2016 Greenore, Co Louth 7
In addition, Roll-On Roll-Off ferries operate regular weekly services from Dublin and Ross-

lare ports to continental Europe which frequently contain consignments of live cattle exports 
destined for the continent. 
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01/10/2019WRT02900Live Exports

01/10/2019WRT03000434. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the ef-
forts being made to secure and source existing and new markets for live cattle exports, includ-
ing discussions with port authorities and exporters. [39304/19]

01/10/2019WRT03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In 2018, total 
live exports of cattle increased by over 30% compared to 2017, to 246,000 head. This growth 
trend has continued into 2019, with live exports already totalling 247,000 up until week com-
mencing the 9th September. This is up from 207,000 for the same period in 2018 – a 19% in-
crease. I  welcome the recent live cattle shipments to both Turkey and Libya.  

Live exports are a critical part of Ireland’s livestock industry.  They play a significant role 
in stimulating price competition and providing an alternative market outlet for farmers. My De-
partment facilitates this trade, recognising its importance to the agri-food sector, while placing 
a strong emphasis on the welfare of all animals being transported.

I will continue to prioritise efforts to deepen existing markets and gain access to new third 
country markets.  In April, my Department reached agreement with the Egyptian authorities on 
three proposed health certificates for the export of fattening, slaughter and breeding cattle. 

Also in April, agreement was reached in principle with Algeria to move from a joint breed-
ing, slaughter and fattening certificate to three separate certificates. We are awaiting the Alge-
rian authorities’ imprimatur prior to the commencement of the revised trade conditions.

In relation to Turkey, my Department hosted a visit in May by a technical team that included 
officials from the Ministry of Agriculture and ESK (the Turkish Meat and Milk Board). 

A successful live export trade relies on the cooperation of a multitude of stakeholders. 
Therefore, the recent establishment of the Irish Livestock Exporters’ Association is to be wel-
comed.   This body can represent the industry’s views, not just to my Department, but also to 
ferry companies, port authorities, lairage operators and other stakeholders.

At its request, I met the new Association last week to discuss a number of industry con-
cerns, including lairage capacity.  I briefed the representative body on the progress made by my 
Department to source new markets as outlined above and I look forward to further engagement 
with the group in the future. 

01/10/2019WRT03200Rural Development Programme Funding

01/10/2019WRT03300435. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the amount allocated from Exchequer funding to support the establishment of producer 
organisations in each sector in each of the years 2016 to 2019 in tabular form; and the annual 
amount drawn down in each sector to date in 2019. [39342/19]

01/10/2019WRT03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Rural 
Development Programme 2014-2020 provides €300,000 for establishing Beef Producer Or-
ganisations over the lifetime of the programme. This measure is co-financed by the EU at a rate 
of 53%. Exchequer funding of the balance, which amounts to €141,000, has been available for 
drawdown since 2017.

My Department expects that the funding will be drawn down by the end of this year. 
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Producer organisations in the fruit and vegetable sector receive funding from the EU and 
not from the Exchequer.

01/10/2019WRT03500Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Payments

01/10/2019WRT03600436. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) will receive a payment; the reason for the delay in same; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39385/19]

01/10/2019WRT03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named applied for the 2019 Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) Scheme on 21 March 2019.

The advance payment for the 2019 ANC Scheme has issued to the named individual.

01/10/2019WRT03800Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Payments

01/10/2019WRT03900437. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a farm payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39515/19]

01/10/2019WRT04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named applied for the 2019 Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme on 21 March 2019.

The advance payment for the 2019 ANC Scheme has issued to the nominated bank account 
of the person named.

01/10/2019WRT04100Agriculture Scheme Penalties

01/10/2019WRT04200438. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a farm penalty appeal by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39671/19]

01/10/2019WRT04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was the subject of a Nitrates inspection on 27 April 2018, carried out by my Department 
on behalf of the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government. This inspection 
identified a range of non-compliances with the cross-compliance requirements under the Ni-
trates Regulations. Due to the serious nature of the non-compliances determined, an intentional 
penalty of 20% was applied to the 2018 Direct Schemes payments. The person named was noti-
fied of this decision on 11 June 2018. 

The person named sought a review of this decision and this process is nearing completion. 
The person named will be notified of the outcome as soon as possible

In the event that the person named is dissatisfied with the outcome of this review, the deci-
sion can be appealed to the independent Agriculture Appeals Office, within 3 months.

01/10/2019WRT04400Agriculture Scheme Payments

01/10/2019WRT04500439. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the status 
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of an application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39680/19]

01/10/2019WRT04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
Beef Exceptional Aid Measure (BEAM), aid will be paid on adult cattle slaughtered between 
September 24, 2018, and May 12, 2019, at a rate of €100 per animal subject to a maximum of 
100 finished animals per herd.  Aid will also be paid on suckler cows that calved in 2018, at 
a rate of €40 per animal subject to a maximum of 40 sucklers per herd. In order to be eligible 
for payment, applicants needed to have animals that met these eligibility criteria in the relevant 
period and be a participant on one of the following schemes;

- Organic Farm Scheme (OFS)

=- Green Low Carbon Agri-Environmental Scheme (GLAS)

- Beef Environmental Efficiency Pilot (BEEP)

- Beef Data and Genomics Programme (BDGP)

or

- Be a participant or agree to join the Bord Bia – Sustainable Beef and Lamb Assurance 
Scheme (SBLAS)

Any potential applicant who did not meet these criteria retained the right to submit an ap-
plication under appeal where they could outline their case for inclusion in the scheme and 
give details of the eligibility criteria they believed they met. These appeals will be assessed on 
a case-by-case basis prior to payment being made.

Applications for BEAM were accepted between the 19th August 2019 and the 20th Septem-
ber 2019 and, while an audit of the activity log for the BEAM system shows the person named 
interacted with the system on the 4th of September, there is no record of any application actu-
ally being submitted from the person named prior to the closing date of the 20th of September 
2019.

01/10/2019WRT04700Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Applications

01/10/2019WRT04800440. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason for the delay in processing an ANC application for a person (details supplied) in 
County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39701/19]

01/10/2019WRT04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2019 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraints Schemes application on 
the 8th May 2019. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that 
full and comprehensive administrative checks, including, in some cases, remote sensing (i.e. 
satellite) inspections, be completed before any payments issue. 

The application of the person named was selected for a Remote Sensing eligibility inspec-
tion. This inspection is currently being processed with the intention of issuing any payments 
due as soon as possible. In the event that any queries arise, officials in my Department will be 
in contact with the person named.

01/10/2019WRT05000Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme
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01/10/2019WRT05100441. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding TAMS; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39802/19]

01/10/2019WRT05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): TAMS II has 
been very successful in terms of uptake with over 29,000 applications submitted to date. There 
is a wide range of investment items available under the suite of investment items eligible for 
grant aid under the scheme.  The range of items available was extended with effect from tranche 
14 to include on-farm solar PV and battery storage facilities. 

The annual budget allocation for next year will be decided as part of the overall estimates 
process for Budget 2020. 

01/10/2019WRT05300Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Payments

01/10/2019WRT05400442. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an ANC payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39814/19]

01/10/2019WRT05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A 2019 Basic 
Payment / Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme application in respect of the person named was 
received in my Department on 25th April 2019.

Processing of this application has recently been completed and a payment under the Area of 
Natural Constraints Scheme will issue shortly.

Payments under the Basic Payment Scheme are due to commence in mid-October. 

01/10/2019WRT05600Beef Industry

01/10/2019WRT05700443. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding funding for farmers; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39827/19]

01/10/2019WRT05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The beef sec-
tor is an important element of the Irish economy and I am conscious of the importance that this 
key sector plays in rural Ireland. 

I am keenly aware that the past year has been very challenging for beef farmers, following a 
difficult year for farm incomes in 2018 due to weather conditions. There has been a prolonged 
and exceptional period of depressed prices since autumn 2018, with the ongoing uncertainty 
surrounding the outcome of Brexit, among other factors, contributing to this market distur-
bance.

The Beef Data and Genomics Programme (BDGP) is currently the main support specifically 
targeted for the suckler sector, which provides Irish beef farmers with some €300 million in 
funding over the current RDP period. 

The Beef Exceptional Aid Measure (BEAM), which recently closed for applications, will 
provide temporary exceptional adjustment aid to farmers in the beef sector in Ireland subject to 
the conditions set out in EU Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/1132. BEAM 
is funded by a combination of EU aid and Exchequer support, provided in light of the difficult 
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circumstances that Irish beef farmers have been facing as a result of the market volatility and 
uncertainty.  Over 34,500 farmers had applied for BEAM at its closing date of 20 September, 
representing potential commitments of almost €78 million. It is not possible to change the terms 
and conditions of the scheme, which was notified to the Commission at the end of July, as re-
quired under the Exceptional Aid implementing regulation.

This year, I also introduced the exchequer-funded Beef Environmental Efficiency Pilot 
(BEEP), a €20 million scheme which will provide suckler farmers with valuable data on the 
weaning efficiency of their animals.  

The Deputy will also be aware that my Department has rolled out a range of schemes as part 
of the €4 billion Rural Development Programme (RDP), 2014 - 2020. In addition to the BDGP, 
other supports which are available for beef farmers under Pillar II of the CAP include GLAS, 
ANCs and Knowledge Transfer Groups.  The Areas of Natural Constraint (ANC) scheme, which 
is of particular importance to beef farmers, has an increased budget this year of €250 million.

Suckler farmers also benefit from the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) and Greening payments 
under CAP Pillar I.

In recognising the major challenges faced by the farming sector and the important role that 
various schemes operated by my Department play in underpinning the viability of many farms, 
last month I secured agreement from the European Commission that will allow for a higher 
rate of advance payments under the 2019 Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) and a number of Rural 
Development Schemes. 

The pursuit and development of new markets for Irish agri-food exports is a constant and 
central component of the strategic development of the industry, as evidenced by its placement 
at the centre of Food Wise 2025, the industry’s strategy for development. Food Wise 2025 pri-
oritises the potential for growth in new and emerging markets, particularly in Asia, Africa, the 
Americas and the Gulf region. 

I am strongly of the view that the current range of supports available to farmers, together 
with ensuring market access to as many markets as possible, are appropriate supports for the 
continued development of the sector.  

I will continue to argue for as strong a CAP budget as possible, post-2020.  In particular, I 
am committed to ensuring that beef farmers continue to receive strong support in the next CAP.  
My view is that such payments should support and encourage farmers to make the best deci-
sions possible to improve the economic and environmental efficiency, of their farming system.

01/10/2019WRT05900Agriculture Scheme Payments

01/10/2019WRT06000444. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when an 
application by a person (details supplied) will be processed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39884/19]

01/10/2019WRT06100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A 2019 Basic 
Payment / Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme application in respect of the person named was 
received in my Department on 8th March 2019.

Processing of this application has recently been completed and a payment under the Area of 
Natural Constraints Scheme will issue shortly.
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Payments under the Basic Payment Scheme are due to commence in mid-October.

01/10/2019WRU00200Beef Industry

01/10/2019WRU00300445. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the concerns of councillors will be addressed (details supplied) in view of the severe income 
pressure on farmers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39885/19]

01/10/2019WRU00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The beef sec-
tor is an important element of the Irish economy and I am conscious of the importance that this 
key sector plays in rural Ireland. 

I am keenly aware that the past year has been very challenging for beef farmers, following a 
difficult year for farm incomes in 2018 due to weather conditions. There has been a prolonged 
and exceptional period of depressed prices since autumn 2018, with the ongoing uncertainty 
surrounding the outcome of Brexit, among other factors, contributing to this market distur-
bance.

Payments under the 2019 Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme will be delivered in two in-
stalments, with 85% advance payments issued earlier this month. The 15% balancing payment 
will then commence issuing from early December. This is on foot of changes to EU regulations, 
and is in line with the phased payment approach in place for many other schemes at present.  As 
the ANC scheme is an EU co-funded scheme, my Department is obliged to ensure that it fully 
complies with the EU regulations governing the operation of all EU-funded schemes.  

Payments worth €168.5 million issued to almost 79,000 farmers in the first tranche of pay-
ment.  The 79,000 farmers being paid in this first tranche of 2019 payments is an increase 
from the 77,000 farmers paid at the same stage in 2018.  My Department will be running twice 
weekly payment runs to ensure that all cases that become cleared for payment will receive their 
payment as quickly as possible.  The total paid to-date for 2019 now stands at €172m paid to 
80,466 farmers. 

In addition to the above change, the total budget for the Scheme has been increased again 
this year to €250m.  For 2019, there are thus increased payment rates in place across the Scheme 
for the following categories of eligible land.

   Category         New Rates for     2019 
Scheme   

   Old rates in place in 2018   

Category 1 land 1st 12 hect-
ares

€148 Category 1 land was previ-
ously Mountain Type Land, 
with rates of €135 for the 
first 10 hectares and €112 
for hectares 11 to 34

Category 1 land hectares 13 
to 34

€112

Category 2 land 1st 10 hect-
ares

€111 Category 2 land was previ-
ously More Severely Handi-
capped Land with one rate 
of €104

Category 2 land hectares 11 
to 30

€104
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   Category         New Rates for     2019 
Scheme   

   Old rates in place in 2018   

Category 3 land 1st 8 hect-
ares

€93 Category 3 land was previ-
ously Less Severely Handi-
capped Land with one rate 
of €88.25

Category 3 land hectares 9 
to 30 

€88.25

The Beef Exceptional Aid Measure (BEAM), which recently closed for applications, will 
provide temporary exceptional adjustment aid to farmers in the beef sector in Ireland subject to 
the conditions set out in EU Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/1132. BEAM 
is funded by a combination of EU aid and Exchequer support, provided in light of the difficult 
circumstances that Irish beef farmers have been facing as a result of the market volatility and 
uncertainty.  Over 34,500 farmers had applied for BEAM at its closing date of 20 September, 
representing potential commitments of almost €78 million.

The Beef Data and Genomics Programme (BDGP) is currently the main support specifically 
targeted for the suckler sector, which provides Irish beef farmers with some €300 million in 
funding over the current RDP period. 

This year, I introduced the exchequer-funded Beef Environmental Efficiency Pilot (BEEP), 
a €20 million scheme which will provide suckler farmers with valuable data on the weaning 
efficiency of their animals.  

The Deputy will also be aware that my Department has rolled out a range of schemes as part 
of the €4 billion Rural Development Programme (RDP), 2014 - 2020. In addition to the BDGP, 
other supports which are available for beef farmers under Pillar II of the CAP include GLAS, 
ANCs and Knowledge Transfer Groups. 

Suckler farmers also benefit from the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) and Greening payments 
under CAP Pillar I.

In recognising the major challenges faced by the farming sector and the important role that 
various schemes operated by my Department play in underpinning the viability of many farms, 
last month I secured agreement from the European Commission that will allow for a higher 
rate of advance payments under the 2019 Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) and a number of Rural 
Development Schemes. 

The pursuit and development of new markets for Irish agri-food exports is a constant and 
central component of the strategic development of the industry, as evidenced by its placement 
at the centre of Food Wise 2025, the industry’s strategy for development. Food Wise 2025 pri-
oritises the potential for growth in new and emerging markets, particularly in Asia, Africa, the 
Americas and the Gulf region. 

I am strongly of the view that the current range of supports available to farmers, together 
with ensuring market access to as many markets as possible, are appropriate supports for the 
continued development of the sector.  

I will continue to argue for as strong a CAP budget as possible, post-2020.  In particular, I 
am committed to ensuring that beef and sheep farmers continue to receive strong support in the 
next CAP.  My view is that such payments should support and encourage farmers to make the 
best decisions possible to improve the economic and environmental efficiency, of their farming 
system.
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01/10/2019WRU00500Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Payments

01/10/2019WRU00600446. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an ANC payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39890/19]

01/10/2019WRU00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2019 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraints Schemes application on 
the 7th May 2019. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that 
full and comprehensive administrative checks, including, in some cases, on-farm inspections, 
be completed before any payments issue. 

The application of the person named was selected for an on-farm inspection. This inspec-
tion has been completed and the outcome is currently being processed. The person named will 
be notified of the findings of the inspection on completion of this process.

The inspection outcome notification will outline the options available to the person 
named, namely to accept the findings or to submit comments to my Department for further 
consideration. On completion of this process, the inspection outcome will be finalised and any 
payments due will issue to the nominated bank account of the person named as soon as possible. 

In the event that the person named is dissatisfied with the final inspection outcome, they will 
have a further opportunity to seek a review of the decision at that stage.

01/10/2019WRU00800Capital Expenditure Programme

01/10/2019WRU00900447. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the final agreed tender price, the date of the tender for the contract and the final overall amount 
paid and the date of the final payment in respect of each capital expenditure project completed 
since 1 January 2014 by his Department or an agency under the remit of his Department and 
which ended up costing €10 million or more in tabular form; the reason the final amount paid 
exceeded the final tender price; the details available in respect of projects in which construction 
is not complete to date or in which the final settlement account has not been agreed to date; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39916/19]

01/10/2019WRU01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is set out in the following tables.

2014

Capital Proj-
ect

Tender Price Date of Ten-
der

Amount Paid Date of Final 
Payment

Reason Final 
Amount 
exceeded 
Tender price

*Haulbow-
line Island 
Remediation 
Project

n/a n/a €1,805,350 n/a n/a

2015



1 October 2019

199

Capital Proj-
ect

Tender Price Date of Ten-
der

Amount Paid Date of Final 
Payment

Reason Final 
Amount 
exceeded 
Tender price

*Haulbow-
line Island 
Remediation 
Project

n/a n/a €3,672,276 n/a n/a

2016

Capital Proj-
ect

Tender Price Date of Ten-
der

Amount Paid Date of Final 
Payment

Reason Final 
Amount 
exceeded 
Tender price

*Haulbow-
line Island 
Remediation 
Project

n/a n/a €2,262,267 n/a n/a

2017

Capital Proj-
ect

Tender Price Date of Ten-
der

Final 
Amount Paid

Date of Final 
Payment

Reason Final 
Amount 
exceeded 
Tender price

*Haulbow-
line Island 
Remediation 
Project

n/a n/a €4,099,317 n/a n/a

2018

Capital Project Tender Price Date of Tender Amount Paid Date of Final 
Payment

Reason Final 
Amount ex-
ceeded Tender 
price

*Haulbowline 
Island Remedia-
tion Project

n/a n/a €9,701,046 n/a n/a

Dinish Wharf 
Extension 
Castletownbere 
FHC

€23,438,323 Ex 
VAT

31 July 2018 €13,120,463Ex 
VAT(figure to 
date)

n/a n/a

**Prepared 
Consumer 
Foods (PCF) 
Centre, Teagasc, 
Ashtown -Pur-
chase of capital 
equipment 

n/a n/a See note below 
***

n/a n/a

2019 to date
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Capital Project Tender Price Date of Tender Amount Paid Date of Final 
Payment

Reason Final 
Amount ex-
ceeded Tender 
price

*Haulbowline 
Island Remedia-
tion Project 

n/a n/a €1,072,787(fig-
ure to date)

n/a n/a

Smooth Point 
Pier Extension, 
Killybegs F.H.C

€12,999,703.54 
excluding VAT

1 August 2019 0 n/a n/a

**Prepared 
Consumer 
Foods (PCF) 
Centre, Teagasc, 
Ashtown -Pur-
chase of capital 
equipment 

n/a n/a See note below 
***

n/a n/a

*Haulbowline Island Remediation Project

- The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine assumed responsibility for remediation 
works at Haulbowline Island on behalf of the Irish Government in 2012. Annual project-
related expenditure, funded through a ring-fenced budget within the Department’s Vote, is 
outlined above.

- Cork County Council acts as the agent of the Minister for this project and manages the 
project at an operational level on behalf of the Department. Costs incurred by the Council as 
part of its role as agent are reimbursed on a matured liability basis.

- In the period up to 2017 expenditure was focussed on preparing for and securing the neces-
sary planning and waste licence consents for the East Tip remediation and upgrading the 
island infrastructure in anticipation of works. Following the signing of contracts by the 
Council for the main remediation works in July 2017, activity on the site (and similarly ex-
penditure) reached a peak in 2018 when the bulk of the works related to the remediation of 
the East Tip site took place. Final contract expenditure figures are not yet available.

- All key aspects of the works at the East Tip site are now completed with only minor finish-
ing works ongoing at present.

Prepared Consumer Foods (PCF) Centre 

**As part of the Brexit response, €5 million was allocated in both 2018 and 2019 for the 
purchase by Teagasc of specialist equipment for the PCF Centre to provide companies with the 
opportunity to pilot the equipment, with a view to scaling up their own production and to enable 
adoption of novel technologies to meet evolving consumer demands and expectations.

***Purchase of the equipment by Teagasc is subject to Government procurement rules. The 
tender/purchase process is ongoing.

As regards the twelve State Bodies under the aegis of my Department, the information re-
quested is an operational matter for the State Bodies themselves. I have referred the Deputy’s 
question to the Agencies and have requested that a response should issue within 10 days.

01/10/2019WRU01100Agriculture Scheme Appeals

01/10/2019WRU01200448. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the sta-
tus of an appeal by a person (details supplied); if a small discretion can be made for the minor 
omission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39954/19]
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01/10/2019WRU01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was selected for an inspection under the 2018 Young Farmers Scheme (YFS), which was 
carried out on the 13/03/2019.  A  letter issued on the 09/04/2019 outlining the findings of the 
inspection which determined that the person named was not in financial control of the holdings, 
as required under the Terms and Conditions of the Young Farmer Scheme. 

The person named submitted comments and additional documentation on the findings of the 
inspection and this was examined prior to the inspection outcome being finalised. A Formal No-
tice (FN) letter issued on the 29/04/2019 which advised that the inspection outcome remained 
as previously notified. 

The person named sought a review of this decision and this review, by the District Inspector, 
is nearing completion. The person named will be notified by letter of the outcome of the review 
shortly.

In the event that the person named is dissatisfied with the outcome of the review, they 
can appeal the decision to the independent Agriculture Appeals Office.

01/10/2019WRU01400Building Energy Rating Administration

01/10/2019WRU01500449. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of houses nationwide in need of retrofit by retrofit scheme in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39384/19]

01/10/2019WRU01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Government’s Climate Action Plan sets an ambitious target of 500,000 home 
retrofits to Building Energy Rating ‘B2’ by 2030. This was identified as the necessary contri-
bution from the Built Environment to Ireland’s overall emissions reduction targets for 2030. 
Achieving our 2050 ambition will require a further step up and many more houses will have to 
be retrofitted in the decades to come. The level of retrofit required for each home will depend 
on the starting point and current energy performance in that home.    I recently announced the 
establishment of a Taskforce that will drive the achievement of this target. The Taskforce will 
oversee the development of a new national delivery model, which will group homes together, 
create easy pay back mechanisms and develop smart financing options. Development of the 
new model will be informed by the experience from existing schemes in Ireland as well as best 
practice in other jurisdictions. The first meeting of the Taskforce took place on 30 September.

01/10/2019WRU01700Air Quality

01/10/2019WRU01800450. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he will report on the actions to be taken (details supplied) following on 
from the 2019 EPA report Urban Environmental Indicators Nitrogen dioxide levels in Dublin in 
which indicators show NO2 levels in urban areas may be over the EU limit of 40ug; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39592/19]

01/10/2019WRU01900462. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when the clean air strategy will be published; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39437/19]

01/10/2019WRU01950463. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the reason for the delay in the publication of the clean air strategy; the organisa-
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tions he has consulted with in relation to the strategy; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39438/19]

01/10/2019WRU02000479. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the steps he is taking to address the rising levels of pollution in view of the report 
by the Environmental Protection Agency which found air pollution is responsible for an esti-
mated 1,180 premature deaths here each year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39865/19]

01/10/2019WRU02100480. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the steps he is taking to meet air quality targets in view of the report by the En-
vironmental Protection Agency that warned parts of Dublin city centre are likely to breach EU 
and World Health Organisation guidelines for air quality in 2019; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39866/19]

01/10/2019WRU02200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 450, 462, 463, 479 and 480 together.  

The implementation of the Climate Action will significantly improve air quality. In particu-
lar, the Climate Action Plan sets out the necessary actions to: 

- Put 180,000 electric vehicles on our roads by 2025 and almost 1m by 2030 

- Ensure the EV charging network underpins public confidence 

- Create an early public procurement framework for EVs 

- Accelerate steps to decarbonise the public transport fleet 

- Establish a Cycling Project Office, develop a 5 year cycling strategy and roll out 200km of 
new cycle lanes through bus connects 

- A new Park and Ride Strategy to be developed, to reduce congestion and lower journey 
times 

- Develop a regulatory framework on low emission zones and parking pricing policies, and 
provide local authorities with the power to restrict access to certain parts of a city or a town to 
zero emission vehicles only 

- No new fossil fuel vehicles sold from 2030

Currently 40% of homes use coal and peat to heat their homes (many in combination with 
other fossil fuel heating systems). By 2030, we will upgrade a third of all homes to at least a 
B2 energy standard, installing approximately 400,000 heat pumps. Currently over 99% of our 
vehicle fleet is fuelled by fossil fuels. By 2030, nearly a million fully electric or hybrid vehicles 
(35%-40%) will be on our roads. These measures will significantly improve air quality by re-
ducing emissions of harmful pollutants.

In relation to the Clean Air Strategy, it will provide an overarching policy framework within 
which clean air policies can be formulated and given effect across Government in a manner 
consistent with national priorities, EU and other international policy considerations. The Clean 
Air Strategy will address a range of harmful air pollutants in Ireland, including those arising 
from the agricultural, transport and residential heating sectors, in an integrated manner. 

Given the wide range of pollutant sources, it is important that action is coordinated across 
various sectors. In this regard, the Department consulted widely, including with other Depart-
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ments, State Agencies, and industry bodies on the formulation of the Cleaning Our Air issues 
paper, which was itself the subject of a public consultation. In addition, a number of plans have 
been under development recently, including the National Air Pollution Control Programme, 
the National Energy and Climate Plan, and the Climate Action Plan, which are relevant to the 
clean air agenda. I am keen to ensure that synergies are maximised between these plans and 
the National Clean Air Strategy, with a view to achieving lasting reductions in the health and 
environmental impacts of air pollution. I am committed to publishing the National Clean Air 
Strategy at the earliest opportunity.

01/10/2019WRU02300Climate Change Policy

01/10/2019WRU02400451. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will report on the commitments made by Ireland on climate change at the UN 
Climate Action Summit. [39631/19]

01/10/2019WRU02500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The UN Climate Action Summit, which took place on 23 September, was convened 
by the UN Secretary General to build momentum towards enhanced climate ambition by Par-
ties to the Paris Agreement. This was preceded on Saturday, 21 September, by Youth Climate 
Summit which was attended by myself and the Minister for Children.    Ireland’s national state-
ment to the Climate Action Summit, delivered by the Taoiseach, confirmed that the Government 
would accept and act upon the advice from the Climate Change Advisory Council in relation 
to the future of oil and natural gas offshore exploration and recovery. In this regard, it was ac-
cepted that the exploration for, and the recovery of, new offshore oil reserves is not compatible 
with a low carbon transition, and that the exploration for, and extraction of new offshore gas 
reserves can be consistent with this transition. I will shortly bring proposals to Government to 
set out the next steps in terms of how this advice is to be implemented.

Ireland also announced that all new revenue raised from carbon tax will be ring-fenced to 
fund new climate action and the just transition. This just transition will help to protect those 
most exposed to higher fuel and energy costs and for whom new jobs must be found to shift 
from carbon-intensive industries. Specific decisions on how additional carbon tax revenue will 
be used are a matter for the Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform in the 
context of the Budget process.

As part of the preparation for the summit on Youth Engagement and Public Mobilisation, 
Ireland and the Marshall Irelands jointly sponsored the preparation of the ‘Kwon Gesh’ (or 
“Solemn Duty”) climate pledge, which invites its signatories to give the younger generation a 
greater voice in creating climate policy. 

Parties to the summit were invited to make new commitments under a number of different 
themes, include mitigation strategy; resilience and adaptation; climate finance and carbon pric-
ing; social and political drivers; energy transition; resilience and adaptation; nature-based solu-
tions; infrastructure, cities and local government; industry; and youth engagement and public 
mobilisation. Ireland has confirmed support for a number of initiatives under different themes 
as set out below.

1. Mitigation Strategy Coalition

Ireland was included on a list of countries and non-Party stakeholders that demonstrated 
genuine leadership either by having developed plans to achieve net zero CO₂ emissions by 
2050, by having identified this target as a long-term national goal or by advancing consultations 
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on a long-term strategy for climate-neutrality in line with the Paris Agreement. 

2. Resilience and Adaptation Coalition

- Call for Action: Raising Ambition for Climate Ambition;

- InsuResilience   initiative; 

- Global Commission on Adaptation Agriculture Food Security   initiative; 

- Africa Adaptation Initiative;   

- LDC Initiative for Effective Adaptation and Resilience (LIFE-AR)   

3. Social and Political Drivers Coalition

- Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment in Climate Action Initiative   

- Health as a political driver for increased climate ambition on climate change   

- Addressing the Impacts of Climate Change on Culture and Natural Heritage   

- Just Transition and the creation of green jobs for all   

4. Energy Transition Coalition

- Decarbonising Shipping: Getting to Zero Coalition   

- Three Percent Club for Energy Efficiency   

5. Nature-Based Solutions Coalition

-   Nature Based Coalition

6. Industry Coalition

 -   Leadership Group for Industry Transition

7. Youth Engagement and Public Mobilisation Coalition

A full list of the announcements and commitments made at the Climate Summit can be 
found at www.un.org/climatechange

01/10/2019WRU02600Waste Management

01/10/2019WRU02700452. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to review the policy on the imposition of a levy on commercial in-
cineration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39287/19]

01/10/2019WRU02800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Government waste management policy is set out in A Resource Opportunity - Waste 
Management Policy in Ireland, published in 2012.    European, national and regional waste 
management policy is predicated on the waste hierarchy as set out in Article 4 of the 2008 
Waste Framework Directive (2008/98/EC), whereby the prevention, preparing for reuse, recy-
cling and other recovery of waste are preferred options to the disposal or landfilling of waste. 

Thermal recovery activities such as waste to energy, co-incineration (e.g. at cement kilns), 
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pyrolysis and gasification, where the principal use of the waste is as a fuel to generate energy, sit 
on the ‘other recovery’ tier of the waste hierarchy and in line with European policy are preferred 
to the disposal or landfilling of waste. 

In this regard, 26% of managed municipal waste (by weight) was sent to landfill in 2016 
compared to 41% in 2012 and 92% in 1995. Furthermore, 74% of managed municipal waste 
was recovered in 2016 (compared to 59% in 2012). Significantly more residual waste is now 
used as a fuel (energy recovery) than disposed to landfill. Further information is available at 
http://www.epa.ie/nationalwastestatistics/municipal/

New waste management targets agreed by the European Council include a provision that 
Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that by 2035 the amount of munici-
pal waste landfilled is reduced to 10% or less of the total amount of municipal waste gener-
ated (by weight). Furthermore, recycling rates of 55%, 60% and 65% of municipal waste (by 
weight) must be achieved by 2025, 2030 and 2035 respectively. 

The continued implementation of European, national and regional waste management poli-
cy to manage waste in line with the waste hierarchy will help ensure that Ireland is well placed 
to meet these new targets.

A review of “A Resource Opportunity - Waste Management Policy in Ireland  “ was initi-
ated earlier this year. This review process will take account of a number of initiatives, such as 
the European Circular Economy waste and plastics legislation framework and the reports from 
the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission and the Price Monitoring Group. This 
process will inform the development of future national waste management policy, including 
our environmental goals, regulatory and market structures, and relevant policy instruments and 
tools. 

01/10/2019WRU02900Broadband Service Provision

01/10/2019WRU03000453. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the reason for the delay in the roll out of broadband in the Canningstown area 
(details supplied) Shercock, County Cavan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39358/19]

01/10/2019WRU03100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Every home, farm, school and business in Ireland will have access to high speed 
broadband – no matter where they are located – following the Government’s decision to ap-
prove the appointment of a preferred bidder to the National Broadband Plan. Under this plan, 
Ireland will become one of the first countries in the world to ensure that those in rural areas have 
the same digital opportunities as those in urban areas.    The premises referenced by the Deputy 
is located in the AMBER area on the National Broadband Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband 
Map, which is available on my Department’s website at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER 
areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led Intervention under the NBP. 

The State intervention is the subject of the procurement process to engage a company to 
build, operate and maintain the NBP State intervention network. In May I brought a recommen-
dation to Government to confer Preferred Bidder status on Granahan McCourt, the remaining 
bidder in the NBP procurement process and Government agreed to this. 

The Government Decision of 7 May 2019 means that it is intended to award the State In-
tervention contract to the Bidder. This award is subject to contract close. The finalisation of 
financial closure and legal requirements are progressing towards contract award. Deployment 
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of the NBP State Intervention network will commence shortly after that. 

The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment.

A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once the contract is signed. In the 
first year of roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Connection Points 
(BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed in 
each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, enhancing 
online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these locations. 

The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises at the end of the second year, with 70-
100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

Work continues on finalising the contract and in parallel to this work, I am considering the 
recommendations of the Joint Oireachtas Communications Committee report which was pub-
lished recently. I will bring my deliberations of the report to Government in due course.

The Deputy makes reference to the premises’ proximity to a commercial deployment of 
broadband. This deployment is part of eir’s commercial roll out of high speed broadband to 
300,000 predominantly rural premises, in line with a Commitment Agreement signed with my 
Department in April 2017. 

eir’s rural investment in high speed broadband is an entirely commercial undertaking, and 
not part of the planned State Intervention network. Although the deployment is monitored un-
der the terms of the Commitment Agreement, it is not funded by the State and it is not planned, 
designed or directed by my Department in any capacity. 

Decisions made by private telecommunication operators relating to the roll out and siting of 
infrastructure to provide high speed broadband services throughout Ireland are undertaken on a 
commercial basis. I have no statutory role or function in such commercial decisions of private 
operators, and therefore cannot direct operators regarding infrastructure installation or delivery 
of services.

01/10/2019WRU03200Prospecting Licences

01/10/2019WRU03300454. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the status of a prospecting licence (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39359/19]

01/10/2019WRU03400455. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to request that a company (details supplied) surrender a prospecting 
licence in view of its declaration that it no longer has an interest in a project; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39360/19]

01/10/2019WRU03500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 454 and 455 together.

The company referred to by the Deputy currently holds a Prospecting Licence for PLA 934 
which is due to expire the 30th December, 2019. If the company applies to renew this Prospect-
ing Licence, the renewal application will be subject to the normal due diligence applied to all 
applicants for and holders of Prospecting Licences. Currently my Department has received no 
information to indicate that the company no longer has an interest in the project. 
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01/10/2019WRU03700Commencement of Legislation

01/10/2019WRU03800456. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when the Minerals Development Act 2017 will be commenced; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39361/19]

01/10/2019WRU03900Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): My Department is working on the development of Regulations 
in order to commence the Mineral Development Act 2017 . Regulations to commence Part 2 of 
the Act relating to Prospecting are at an advanced stage of drafting . This is expected to be com-
pleted by the end of 2020. Following on from that the Regulations to commence the remaining 
Part of the Act will be completed. 

01/10/2019WRU04000Departmental Meetings

01/10/2019WRU04100457. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the number of times representatives of his Department have met mining com-
panies in the past two years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39362/19]

01/10/2019WRU04200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Officials from my Department regularly meet Prospecting Licence holders and Min-
ing Licence / Lease holders as part of ongoing Departmental monitoring to ensure compliance 
with the conditions of Licences. My officials also met with companies that are interested in 
exploring for minerals in Ireland and provide information on the regulatory regime and require-
ments for prospecting in Ireland.   In addition my officials attend sectoral seminars, conferences 
and public outreach events such as National Ploughing Event and Geoscience Ireland business 
cluster with Enterprise Ireland which includes a wide range of companies including exploration 
and mining companies.

01/10/2019WRU04300Warmer Homes Scheme Eligibility

01/10/2019WRU04400458. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 1497 of 6 September 2019 (details sup-
plied), if he will address the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39395/19]

01/10/2019WRU04500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme provides energy efficiency upgrades to 
the homes of people living in or at risk of energy poverty. The Scheme is administered by the 
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) on behalf of my Department. As Minister I 
have no function in relation to individual applications.   These upgrades are provided free of 
charge to the homeowner. As stated in response to Parliamentary Question number 1497 of 
2019, in order to be eligible to receive works under the scheme, an applicant’s property must 
have been built and occupied before 2006. This rule is in place on the basis that these properties 
should have been constructed to the 2003 Building Regulations and so should not require sig-
nificant insulation or heating system upgrades. SEAI link this to the date of the electricity meter 
being installed, as it is unlikely that a property is completed and occupied before that date. 

The SEAI have examined the details for this application and Electric Ireland have con-
firmed that the electricity meter was not connected until March 2006. The scheme rules must 
be applied consistently to all applications to ensure fairness as well as value for money for the 
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Exchequer. Therefore the SEAI are not proceeding with this application. 

SEAI operate under a Customer Charter and a complaints and appeals procedure is in place. 
If after following this procedure an applicant is not satisfied with the outcome, they can ask the 
Office of the Ombudsman for an independent review of the complaint. Further details are avail-
able here: http://www.seai.ie/customer-charter/ 

01/10/2019WRU04600Broadband Service Provision

01/10/2019WRU04700459. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if thebroadband service being provided to persons (details supplied) will be inves-
tigated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39396/19]

01/10/2019WRU04800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Every home, farm, school and business in Ireland will have access to high speed 
broadband – no matter where they are located – following the Government’s decision to ap-
prove the appointment of a preferred bidder to the National Broadband Plan. Under this plan, 
Ireland will become one of the first countries in the world to ensure that those in rural areas have 
the same digital opportunities as those in urban areas.    The premises referred to by the Deputy 
is in the Blue area on the National Broadband Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which 
is available on my Department’s website at www.broadband.gov.ie. 

- The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led Intervention under 
the NBP. 

- The BLUE areas are where commercial providers are either currently delivering or have 
plans to deliver high speed broadband services.

- The LIGHT BLUE areas are where eir is in the process of deploying high speed broadband 
to 300,000 premises on a commercial basis.

Where a citizen living in a Blue area is unable to obtain a high speed broadband service, I 
would encourage them to email my Department at broadband@dccae.gov.ie with their Eircode 
and details of the service providers they have contacted and the issues encountered in respect of 
accessing high speed broadband.

I note the Deputy’s constituent’s concerns relating to the reliability of service they have 
been experiencing from their provider.

Issues relating to the provision of telecommunications services, including loss of service 
are, in the first instance, a matter for the relevant service provider to resolve. 

If, after having exhausted the service provider’s complaint handling procedures, a customer 
is not happy, they may contact the independent regulator, Commission for Communications 
Regulation, ComReg, on 1890 229 668; online at www.askcomreg.ie or by email at Consumer-
line@comreg.ie, for further assistance and guidance. ComReg will investigate such complaints 
to ensure that the companies in question are delivering services in line with its licence obliga-
tions.

01/10/2019WRU04900Departmental Records

01/10/2019WRU05000460. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
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tion and Environment if, prior to the privatisation of a company (details supplied), two financial 
reports or audits were produced which showed significantly different financial positions; and if 
copies of both will be provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39420/19]

01/10/2019WRU05100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In July 1998, with the agreement of the Minister for Finance, Merrill Lynch and AIB 
Capital Markets were appointed by the then Minister for Public Enterprise as integrated finan-
cial advisers, to provide advice and assistance to the Government on all aspects of the flotation 
of shares owned by the State in Telecom Éireann.  Having checked accessible records in my De-
partment, no financial reports or audits carried out by the companies referred to in the question 
prior to the Initial Public Offering have been located by officials.  Given the significant volume 
of records held in off-site archived storage in relation to the IPO, it has not proved possible to 
access and examine all records within the time available to respond to this question. 

01/10/2019WRU05200Online Safety

01/10/2019WRU05300461. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his engagement at European level on child safety measures relating to online 
content; the proposals being considered to enhance child safety measures; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39436/19]

01/10/2019WRU05400464. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his engagement with technology and media companies in relation to child safety 
measures relating to online content; the proposals being considered to enhance child safety 
measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39439/19]

01/10/2019WRU05500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 461 and 464 together. 

On 4 March 2019 I announced proposals for an Online Safety and Media Regulation Bill to 
tackle the spread of harmful online content and launched a public consultation to gather feed-
back on the proposals. 

The public consultation closed on 15 April 2019. A wide a varied range of responses were 
received to the consultation, from members of the public, NGOs, industry and government 
agencies. These responses, which were published on 27 June 2019, are currently being consid-
ered to inform the development of the Online Safety and Media Regulation Bill. Furthermore, 
a thematic analysis of the submissions identifying key themes and issues was published on 25 
July 2019.

This legislation will set a clear expectation for online platforms to take reasonable steps to 
ensure the safety of the users of their service and will provide for the appointment of an Online 
Safety Commissioner as part of the regulatory structure overseeing the new system. It will also 
provide for the implementation of the revised Audiovisual Media Services Directive in Ireland, 
which sets out new EU rules for Video Sharing Platform Services. At European level, my De-
partment is represented on the Contact Committee that is assisting the European Commission 
in developing guidelines on aspects of the Directive’s implementation. 

It would be impossible to protect children from every danger online, but we must ensure that 
robust regulation is in place, that parents and students are equipped to deal with the risks, and 
that social media and online platforms take responsibility.

Issues relating to criminality and child safety and child development and children’s rights 
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are matters for my colleagues the Minister for Justice and Equality and the Minister for Chil-
dren and Youth Affairs respectively.

  Questions Nos. 462 and 463 answered with Question No. 450.

  Question No. 464 answered with Question No. 461.

01/10/2019WRU05800Broadband Service Provision

01/10/2019WRU05900465. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when broadband will be available in an area (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39509/19]

01/10/2019WRU06000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Every home, farm, school and business in Ireland will have access to high speed 
broadband – no matter where they are located – following the Government’s decision to ap-
prove the appointment of a Preferred Bidder to the National Broadband Plan. Under this plan, 
Ireland will become one of the first countries in the world to ensure that those in rural areas have 
the same digital opportunities as those in urban areas.    The premises referenced by the Deputy 
is located in the AMBER area on the National Broadband Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband 
Map, which is available on my Department’s website at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER 
areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led Intervention under the NBP. 

The Deputy also referred to the premises’ proximity to a commercial deployment of high 
speed broadband. This deployment is part of eir’s commercial roll out of high speed broadband 
to 300,000 predominantly rural premises, in line with a Commitment Agreement signed with 
my Department in April 2017. 

eir’s rural investment in high speed broadband is an entirely commercial undertaking, and 
not part of the planned State Intervention network. Although the deployment is monitored un-
der the terms of the Commitment Agreement, it is not funded by the State and it is not planned, 
designed or directed by my Department in any capacity. 

Decisions made by private telecommunication operators relating to the roll out and siting of 
infrastructure to provide high speed broadband services throughout Ireland are undertaken on a 
commercial basis. I have no statutory role or function in such commercial decisions of private 
operators, and therefore cannot direct operators regarding infrastructure installation or delivery 
of services.

The State intervention is the subject of the procurement process to engage a company to 
build, operate and maintain the NBP State intervention network. In May I brought a recommen-
dation to Government to confer Preferred Bidder status on Granahan McCourt, the remaining 
bidder in the NBP procurement process and Government agreed to this. 

The Government Decision of 7 May 2019 means that it is intended to award the State In-
tervention contract to the Bidder. This award is subject to contract close. The finalisation of 
financial closure and legal requirements are progressing towards contract award. Deployment 
of the NBP State Intervention network will commence shortly after that. 

The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment.

A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once the contract is signed. In the 
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first year of roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Connection Points 
(BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed in 
each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, enhancing 
online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these locations. 

The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises at the end of the second year, with 70-
100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

Work continues on finalising the contract and in parallel to this work, I am considering the 
recommendations of the Joint Oireachtas Communications Committee report which was pub-
lished recently. I will bring my deliberations of the report to Government in due course.

01/10/2019WRV00200Air Quality

01/10/2019WRV00300466. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the position regarding the implementation of the smoky fuel ban here, particularly 
in County Wexford; when he plans to implement a nationwide ban; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39537/19]

01/10/2019WRV00400470. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the delivery of a legally robust smoky coal ban which will improve 
air quality and was promised in early April 2019. [39600/19]

01/10/2019WRV00500476. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of plans to introduce a nationwide ban on smoky coal; and the areas 
covered by such a ban. [39808/19]

01/10/2019WRV00600478. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the progress made to date on extending the smoky coal ban nationwide; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39864/19]

01/10/2019WRV00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 466, 470, 476 and 478 together.

Transitioning away from fossil fuels and to more renewable, sustainable energy sources is 
at the heart of the Climate Action Plan. 

Currently 40% of homes use coal and peat to heat their homes (many in combination with 
other fossil fuel heating systems). By 2030, we will upgrade a third of all homes to at least a 
B2 energy standard, installing approximately 400,000 heat pumps. Currently over 99% of our 
vehicle fleet is fuelled by fossil fuels. By 2030, nearly a million fully electric or hybrid vehicles 
(35%-40%) will be on our roads. These measures will significantly improve air quality by re-
ducing emissions of harmful pollutants.

Extending the ban on the use of smoky coal would have a positive impact on air quality, 
particularly in built up areas. 

The ban on the marketing, sale and distribution of bituminous coal, or ‘the smoky coal ban’ 
as it is commonly known, was first introduced in Dublin in 1990, and subsequently extended to 
our major cities. 

Following a public consultation process, it was further extended in 2012, and now applies 
in 26 urban areas nationwide. The ban has proved very effective in reducing particulate mat-
ter and sulphur dioxide levels and has had the effect of significantly improving public health. 



Questions - Written Answers

212

Research indicates, for example, that the ban has resulted in over 350 fewer annual deaths in 
Dublin alone. 

Regarding the proposed national extension of the smoky coal ban, a number of coal firms 
have indicated that they would challenge the proposal of two former Ministers to expand the 
smoky coal ban. 

This is particularly disappointing, given the impact poor air quality can have on human 
health and the environment and the emphasis the government is putting on transitioning to a 
low carbon society.

The basis of their challenge is that a nationwide smoky coal ban cannot be introduced with-
out a nationwide ban on the burning of peat, turf and wet wood because these products produce 
similar levels of pollution. The legal threat is not only to take down any new nationwide ban, 
but to remove the existing ban which is in currently in place in cities and many towns around 
the country. 

The Attorney General has provided legal advice on this matter. I am working with the At-
torney General to finalise a legally robust plan, which will improve air quality by reducing air 
pollution, without jeopardizing the existing ban. 

I also intend to publish a Clean Air Strategy, which will set out a number of policies to im-
prove air quality nationwide in the coming months. 

My Department is also funding the Environmental Protection Agency’s roll-out of the Am-
bient Air Quality Monitoring Programme (AAMP), which will greatly improve the data avail-
able on air pollution in Ireland, facilitating the design and targeting of appropriate policy mea-
sures to tackle it. 

01/10/2019WRV00800Climate Action Fund

01/10/2019WRV00900467. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the amount allocated to the climate action fund in the first round; when the next 
round of funding will be announced; the value of the fund; the percentage of the funding for 
public sector applications under the first round allocations; and the percentage allocated to pri-
vate industry. [39567/19]

01/10/2019WRV01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Project Ireland 2040 sets out the Government’s commitment to create the Climate Ac-
tion Fund with an allocation of €500 million for the period 2018 to 2027.  Seven projects were 
successful under the First Call for Applications from the fund. Funding was allocated following 
a competitive process with public and private sector organisations eligible to apply. The seven 
projects will, in total, receive support of up to €77 million. Of this €33.5 million (circa 44% of 
the total) has been allocated to commercial State Bodies, €42 million (circa 55% of the total) 
to the Local Authority sector and €1.4m (circa 2% of the total) to non-Government organisa-
tions. Further detail on the projects is set out on my Department’s website at the following link: 
https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/climate-action/topics/climate-action-fund 

The Climate Action Plan, which was published in June, provides that a second call for ap-
plications under the Climate Action Fund will take place by the end of this year.

01/10/2019WRV01100National Oil Reserves Agency
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01/10/2019WRV01200468. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the current levy to fund the National Oil Reserve Agency; the amount raised 
in each year since 2007 from the levy; the cost of running the agency each year since 2007; the 
legislative parameters enabling the charging of a levy to fund the agency; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39589/19]

01/10/2019WRV01300469. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the amount held in the National Oil Reserve Agency; if he is considering 
transferring this money to the climate action fund; if his Department has considered poten-
tial state aid implications in relation to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39590/19]

01/10/2019WRV01400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 468 and 469 together.

The levy, charged on the sale of most petroleum products at the point of sale, is collected 
and paid by the oil companies on a monthly basis to the National Oil Reserves Agency, to fund 
its activities. The levy is currently set at the rate of 2 cent per litre. The levy income and the 
operating costs and expenses incurred by the Agency, since 2007, are listed in tabular form:

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Levy 
In-
come 
(€m)

46.7 81.4 93.3 139.7 129.7 122.8 123.4 121.3 130.4 131.8 130.4 134.2

Costs 
and 
Ex-
pens-
es 
(€m)

62.9 321.2 49.9 104.2 212.3 126.4 51.2 64.7 86.6 39.5 78.6 39.4

Total costs include operating costs, finance costs, corporation tax charges and strategic stock 
purchases

The National Oil Reserves Agency Act 2007 provides for the statutory provisions for the 
payment of the levy. Section 37 of the Act places a liability on oil companies and oil consumers 
to pay a levy to the Agency each month, on their relevant disposals of petroleum product in the 
preceding month. Section 44 of the Act provides for the setting of the rate of the levy, by regula-
tion, by the Minister, having consulted with the Minister for Finance. 

At the end of August 2019 the National Oil Reserves Agency held a total cash balance of 
€221.7m. This balance will be utilised to meet the expenses of NORA, including for the pur-
chase of strategic oil stocks, for the refurbishment of oil storage facilities, and to provide a 
contingency which may be required to cover the cost of replacing stocks used in an oil supply 
emergency.

Currently legislation is being developed to amend the National Oil Reserves Agency Act 
2007 to provide for the expansion of the purpose of future levy funds collected, to both fund the 
Agency’s expenses and contribute to climate action, through the Climate Action Fund. 

All projects that will be supported under the Climate Action Fund will be subject to compli-
ance with European Union State Aid regulations/rules.

  Question No. 470 answered with Question No. 466.
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01/10/2019WRV01700Energy Conservation

01/10/2019WRV01800471. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the status of the SEAI deep retrofit scheme 2019; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39667/19]

01/10/2019WRV01900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Deep Retrofit Pilot Scheme was launched in 2017 as a time bound pilot to inves-
tigate the challenges and opportunities of deep retrofit in Ireland. The scheme was intended to 
run for 3 years and closed for applications on 19th July in line with the published Application 
Guidelines.  The scheme is funded by my Department and operated by the SEAI. The Pilot 
provides 50% funding for energy upgrades to an A BER rating with 95% funding provided for 
low-income households. The total budget for the scheme this year is €10 million – double the 
amount spent on the scheme last year. The SEAI have informed me that 6 letters of offer have 
issued to successful applicants in September and that evaluation of the remaining project ap-
plications is on-going. €1.99 million has been paid in grants under the scheme in 2019.

While the Deep Retrofit Pilot is now closed to new applications, a number of other grants 
for energy efficiency works remain available. Further information on the grants available from 
SEAI can be found on their website. Since 2000, over 400,000 homeowners have received di-
rect support under these schemes to improve the energy efficiency of their properties. This year 
€100m has been allocated to these schemes.

The Government’s Climate Action Plan commits to reviewing and redesigning the existing 
grant schemes to ensure alignment with Government climate objectives and value for money. 
The Plan also sets an ambitious target of 500,000 energy efficiency retrofits by 2030. Achieve-
ment of this target will be supported by the Project Ireland 2040 allocation of €3.7 billion as 
well as the range of measures identified in the Plan.

I recently announced the establishment of a Taskforce that will drive the achievement of this 
target. The Taskforce will oversee the development of a new national delivery model, which 
will group homes together, create easy pay back mechanisms and find smart financing. Devel-
opment of the new model will be informed by the experience from existing schemes in Ireland 
as well as best practice in other jurisdictions. The first meeting of the Taskforce took place on 
30 September.

01/10/2019WRV02000Maoiniú Chraoltóirí Seirbhíse Poiblí

01/10/2019WRV02100472. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Dara Calleary den Aire Cumarsáide, Gníomhaithe ar son na 
hAeráide agus Comhshaoil ar son na hAeráide agus Comhshaoil cén sciar den cheadúnas 
teilifíse a thugtar do RTÉ, do TG4 agus don Chiste Craolacháin faoi seach; cén bunús ar a ndé-
antar an t-airgead sin a roinnt; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [39706/19]

01/10/2019WRV02200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Dáiltear ioncam ó cheadúnais teilifíse de réir Alt 123 den Acht Craolacháin 2009, 
ar RTÉ go príomha chun cur i bhfeidhm a chuspóirí seirbhíse poiblí, atá leagtha amach in 
Acht 2009 freisin, a éascú. An t-ioncam go léir ó cheadúnais teilifíse a bhailítear ó dhíolacháin 
dhíreacha, íocann An Post le mo Roinn é agus íocann an Roinn Gnóthaí Fostaíochta agus Coi-
mirce Sóisialaí ranníocaíocht i leith ceadúnais teilifíse ‘saor in aisce’ a eisíonn an Roinn sin 
chucu siúd a bhaineann leas as an Scéim Sochar Teaghlaigh.    As na hollfháltais seo, íocann 
mo Roinn coimisiún leis An Post i leith na ngníomhaíochtaí ceadúnas teilifíse a dtugann An 
Post fúthu ina ról mar ghníomhaire bailiúcháin. Ina theannta sin, íoctar 7% de na glanfháltais 
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le hÚdarás Craolacháin na hÉireann as feidhmiú Scéim an Chiste Craolacháin. In 2018, fuair 
TG4 €4.245m ó ioncam ó cheadúnais teilifíse freisin ach tá an craoltóir maoinithe go hiomlán 
ón Státchiste anois. Íoctar an t-ioncam eile ar fad le RTÉ. 

Taispeántar dáileadh an airgid in 2018 sa tábla seo a leanas. 

- 2018€M
Iomlán na bhfáltas 219.3
An Post 12
An Ciste Craolacháin 14.5
TG4 4.245
RTÉ 188.6

01/10/2019WRV02300Maoiniú Chraoltóirí Seirbhíse Poiblí

473. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Dara Calleary den Aire Cumarsáide, Gníomhaithe ar son na 
hAeráide agus Comhshaoil ar son na hAeráide agus Comhshaoil an bhfuil iarratas déanta ag 
TG4 ar mhéadú ar an maoiniú a fhaigheann siad ón Roinn don bhliain 2020; má tá, cad é an 
méid airgid atá iarrtha agus cén uair a dhéanfar cinneadh ar an iarratas; agus an ndéanfaidh sé 
ráiteas ina thaobh. [39707/19]

01/10/2019WRV02500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Tá TG4 ag fáil maoiniú Státchiste €36.233m i mbliana. Cuimsíonn sé sin maoiniú 
reatha €34.233m agus maoiniú caipitil €2m.   Níor cinneadh an leithdháileadh maoiniúcháin 
do TG4 le haghaidh 2020 go fóill agus foilseofar é san Imleabhar Meastachán Athbhreithnithe 
i mí na Nollag.

01/10/2019WRV02600Broadcasting Sector

474. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the current and capital expenditure allocations to TG4 in each years 2016 to 2018 
and to date in 2019, in tabular form [39708/19]

01/10/2019WRV02800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Details of TG4 Funding is published in its Annual Reports and Accounts which are 
available on TG4 website at www.TG4.ie.

Funding for the period 2016-2018 is set out in the following table:

Year Current Exche-
quer funding €m

Exchequer fund-
ing for Capital 
Projects €m

TV Licence fee 
funding €m

Total €m

2016 23.295 2.820 9.245 35.360
2017 28.545 1.450 4.245 34.240
2018 29.545 2.985 4.245 36.780
As of 2019, TG4 is fully funded by the Exchequer and has been allocated €34.233m current 

funding and €2m capital funding this year.

01/10/2019WRV02900Exploration Licences Data
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01/10/2019WRV03000475. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment the number of licences for oil and gas exploration issued in each of the past five years; 
if oil and gas exploration will be phased out in the Irish and Celtic Sea; if so, the date from 
which; and if no further oil exploration licenses will be available in the Atlantic sea.  [39792/19]

01/10/2019WRV03100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The number of Licensing Options and Exploration Licences for oil and gas explora-
tion granted over the last five years is outlined in the following table: 

Year Licensing Options and Exploration Licenc-
es Issued

2015 1
2016 34
2017 3
2018 12
2019 3
The Taoiseach and the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment re-

quested advice from the Climate Change Advisory Council on what the future of oil and natural 
gas offshore exploration and recovery should be in the context of the newly published Climate 
Action Plan. In responding, the Council noted that the Government’s Climate Action Plan en-
visages a major shift away from oil combustion within heat and transport sectors towards re-
newables in the coming decade. Therefore, the Council advises that the exploration for, and re-
covery of new offshore oil reserves is not compatible with a low carbon transition. The Council 
have further advised that the continued exploration for, and extraction of new offshore natural 
gas reserves can be consistent with a low carbon transition. On 23 September the Taoiseach 
and the Minister stated that this advice is accepted and will be acted upon. The Minister for 
Communications, Climate Action and Environment will bring proposals to Government shortly 
setting out the next steps in terms of how this advice will be implemented.

Question No. 476 answered with Question No. 466.

01/10/2019WRV03300Electric Vehicles

477. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if cost mitigation measures will be introduced on domestic electricity rates to 
incentivise the purchase of more electric cars; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39829/19]

Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): A major advantage in owning an electric vehicle is the reduced running costs. When 
charging using night rate electricity, savings of circa 80% are achievable when compared to 
an equivalent fossil fuel powered vehicle. For example, SEAI estimate the cost of charging an 
electric vehicle to travel 400km is circa €7.30, compared to €40.80 to fill an equivalent petrol 
car to cover the same distance.    The roll-out of the National Smart Energy Metering pro-
gramme will also allow domestic electricity consumers to make further savings by choosing a 
tariff and charging their electric vehicles when electricity prices are at their lowest. The price 
of electricity, whether via existing meters or smart meters, is a matter for electricity suppliers. 

The Climate Action Plan, which sets a target of 936,000 electric vehicles on the road in 
Ireland by 2030, sets out a range of actions to support the uptake of electric vehicles which 
includes: 
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- introducing a capital support that will be provided to Local Authorities for the develop-
ment of on-street public chargers; 

- commencing the ESB Electric Vehicle High Power Charging Infrastructure Development 
Project, supported by the Climate Action Fund; 

- expanding the Electric Vehicle Home Charger Grant to include shared parking (e.g. in 
apartment blocks); and 

- introducing legislation to ban the sale of new fossil fuel cars from 2030.

There is a wide range of supports already available to support the uptake of electric vehicles 
including purchase grants, tax relief and discounted tolls. Information on the benefits of switch-
ing to electric vehicles can be found on www.drivingelectric.ie  . 

Question No. 478 answered with Question No. 466.

Questions Nos. 479 and 480 answered with Question No. 450.

01/10/2019WRV03900Capital Expenditure Programme

481. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the final agreed tender price, the date of the tender for the contract and the 
final overall amount actually paid and the date of the final payment in respect of each capital 
expenditure project completed since 1 January 2014 by his Department or an agency under the 
remit of his Department and which ended up costing €10 million or more in tabular form; the 
reason the final amount paid exceeded the final tender price; the details available in respect of 
projects in which construction is not complete to date or in which the final settlement account 
has not been agreed to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39919/19]

01/10/2019WRV04100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The information requested by the Deputy, regarding capital projects completed by 
my Department since 1 January 2014 and costing €10 million or more, is set out in the follow-
ing table. 
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Capital proj-
ect

Date of ten-
der

Final tender 
price

Date of final 
payment

Final amount 
paid

Comments

INFOMAR, 
National Ma-
rine Mapping 
Programme 
[Phase 1]

2006 €27m 2016 €35.7m This project 
was jointly 
managed 
by the De-
partment’s 
Geological 
Survey and 
the Marine 
Institute. 
The final 
cost includes 
grant fund-
ing of €13m 
provided to 
the Marine 
Institute.

National 
Broadband 
Scheme

2008 €79.8m 2014 €79.5m

100 Mbps 
Schools 
Broadband 

2009 €14m 2014 €13.3m

The information requested in relation to the agencies under the aegis of my Department is 
an operational matter for each agency. The Department will request the relevant bodies to reply 
directly to the Deputy with the information requested in respect of their organisations.

01/10/2019WRV04200Travel Trade Sector

482. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the recourse 
Irish consumers and businesses have regarding holiday bookings made with a company (details 
supplied) that has ceased trading. [39281/19]

01/10/2019WRV04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The company con-
cerned was a British global travel group. All the companies in its group ceased trading on 23 
September 2019. All holidays and flights provided by these companies were cancelled and are 
no longer operating. The company had no physical presence in Ireland, however it is understood 
that that a relatively small number of Irish citizens may have been impacted by the collapse.  

The UK  company was part of the ATOL scheme administered in the UK by the Civil Avia-
tion Authority.   The UK Government and the UK Civil Aviation Authority are working togeth-
er to support passengers and it is understood that a  repatriation programme is well underway. 
Any Irish customers who booked a cancelled package through an Irish travel agent should be 
covered under the UK ATOL scheme and they are advised to contact the Irish Travel Agent they 
booked with. Further information is available on the following CAA web site https://thomas-
cook.caa.co.uk/

01/10/2019WRV04500Haulage Industry
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483. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will consider introducing a grant or capital allowance scheme in order to assist road haulage 
companies to transition their fleet to more carbon neutral Euro VI standard vehicles; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39528/19]

01/10/2019WRV04700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Climate consider-
ations have been placed at the heart of Government’s policy-making and decision-making pro-
cesses.  The Climate Action Plan clearly recognises that Ireland must significantly step up 
its commitments to tackle climate disruption. The transport sector, which accounts for a fifth 
of Ireland’s greenhouse emissions annually and which has a heavy reliance on fossil fuel us-
age, has an important role to play in this national decarbonisation effort. 

The movement of goods by road is the second biggest source of transport emissions after 
private car use. According to the most recent emissions inventory, heavy-duty vehicles (HDVs) 
alone contributed over 18% of Ireland’s total land transport emissions in 2017. Clearly, emis-
sions from the freight sector are difficult to address – HDVs account for only around 5% of 
vehicles on EU roads but they are responsible for some 25% of all EU road transport emissions. 
Without significant policy action, their emissions trajectory is projected to continue to rise 
by almost a fifth between 2010 and 2050.  This trajectory may be even steeper in Ireland where 
there has been a steady annual increase in road freight activity levels and the number of addi-
tional new goods vehicles being licensed in recent years.  Accordingly, developing measures to 
help address emissions from this sector is critical. 

The quickest way to avoid freight emissions is to streamline operations and ensure that 
vehicle loads and journey routes are optimised.  Freight companies are adept at optimising 
logistical operations and these practices should be encouraged to continue. In tandem, using 
the most efficient and lowest emitting vehicles is also essential in limiting freight emissions. 
For this reason, Ireland was very supportive of the introduction of new EU Regulations that set 
maximum fleet emission averages for new HDVs. New vehicles must emit 15% and 30% less 
CO2  by 2025 and 2030 respectively relative to average emissions over the period July 2019 to 
June 2020.  Similar legislation has proved to be a very effective approach in other jurisdictions 
(e.g. Japan, the USA and Canada) and has already been demonstrated to deliver marked emis-
sion reductions with cars/vans in Europe.  

As well as making the vehicles more efficient, lower emitting fuels must be employed. Al-
though the Euro VI standard for HDVs represents a considerable improvement over older and 
more polluting Euro standards, for climate and air quality reasons Ireland must begin to move 
beyond the use of fossil fuels.  A range of new alternative fuel solutions are emerging across 
the fleet spectrum. The Low Emission Vehicle Taskforce recently concluded its deliberations 
on the potential role of alternative fuels, including compressed natural gas (CNG) as a pathway 
to biomethane, biofuels, and hydrogen in the freight sector. The Taskforce has made recom-
mendations to help accelerate the uptake of alternative fuels and technologies, which are being 
presented to the Government in advance of Budget 2020.  This is especially important as new 
vehicles entering the fleet over the coming years will likely remain in the fleet for most or all 
of the coming decade.   

At present there are a number of incentives in place to encourage the uptake of lower emit-
ting alternatives, namely:

- a low excise rate for natural gas and biogas for a period of eight years,

- an accelerated capital allowance scheme for gas-propelled vehicles and related equipment,  
and



Questions - Written Answers

220

- support for the roll-out of refuelling infrastructure for alternative fuels and technologies.

In addition, my Department is supporting a range of research into decarbonising the freight 
sector.  Two freight projects are also approved for funding under the Climate Action Fund.

We are focusing our finite resources on supporting the uptake of new lower emitting alter-
natives.  Furthermore, more energy, fuel and emissions efficient fossil fueled vehicles should 
have no purchase price premium and lower running costs for operators and, accordingly, should 
need no incentive from Government to support uptake.  Accordingly, I have no immediate plans 
to introduce a grant or capital allowance scheme to assist road haulage companies to buy new 
diesel vehicles.

01/10/2019WRV05100Road Safety Authority

484. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the case 
of a person (details supplied) will be reviewed; if the matter will be referred to the RSA for 
investigation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39282/19]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for the 
Road Safety Authority.  I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

01/10/2019WRW00200Traffic Management

01/10/2019WRW00300485. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if an 
emergency review of ways to alleviate congestion on the N11 will be commissioned in view of 
the ongoing worsening congestion on the N11 during peak-traffic periods, the hardship endured 
by commuters stuck in traffic jams and the hours lost to businesses in terms of employees de-
layed by traffic on the road; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39285/19]

01/10/2019WRW00400487. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
details of all works underway and planned on the N11, including estimated delivery time in the 
context of the rapidly deteriorating congestion situation on the road; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39293/19]

01/10/2019WRW00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 485 and 487 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and 
funding in relation to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the 
operation, maintenance and construction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport 
Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

01/10/2019WRW00600Transport Policy

01/10/2019WRW00700486. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of feasibility studies carried out on transport routes in each of the past five years and the 
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cost of each study; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39288/19]

01/10/2019WRW00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for 
the planning and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area and 
regional cities, including the carrying out of feasibility studies on public transport routes, in 
consultation with the relevant Agencies.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

 With regard to feasibility studies for road routes Transport Infrastructure Ireland are the 
statutory body responsible, and conduct the feasibility studies for my Department. Transport 
Infrastructure Ireland have been contacted to provide further information on this and will pro-
vide a reply within 10 days.

  Question No. 487 answered with Question No. 485.

01/10/2019WRW01000Swimming Pool Programme Status

01/10/2019WRW01100488. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
timeline for a decision to be made on an existing application for a public swimming pool to be 
built in west County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39297/19]

01/10/2019WRW01200489. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
details of representations made by the Minister for Health for funding to provide a commu-
nity swimming pool in west County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39307/19]

01/10/2019WRW01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 488 and 489 together.

The Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund opened for applications on 19th November 2018 
and the closing date for receipt of applications was 17th April. 

72 applications were received in total including an application from Wicklow County Coun-
cil for funding towards  design and site appraisal of a swimming pool in Blessington in West 
Wicklow. Details of the scheme and all applications received have been published on the De-
partment’s website along with the evaluation procedures and guidelines. 

Assessment of the applications received has commenced. In view of the detailed informa-
tion contained in each application, I am advised that it will take a number of months to have all 
of them assessed.  Accordingly, I expect that it will be towards the end of this year before any 
allocations are announced. 

I am regularly updating Minister Harris and his office in relation to progress on the LSSIF 
and look forward to continuing to work with Minister Harris in this regard.  In relation to any 
representations. I am also aware that his Office recently contacted mine to request a meeting on 
the matter and a response to this will issue shortly.  

01/10/2019WRW01500National Car Test Data
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01/10/2019WRW01600490. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of tests carried out and the maximum number that could have been carried out had they 
been at full capacity during the past 12 months with regard to NCT centres (details supplied). 
[39308/19]

01/10/2019WRW01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Under the Road Safe-
ty Authority Act 2006 (Conferral of Functions) Order 2006 (S.I. No.477 of 2006) the Road 
Safety Authority (RSA) has responsibility for the operation and delivery of the vehicle testing 
in the State.  

Accordingly, I have referred this Question to the RSA for direct reply to the Deputy.  I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.

01/10/2019WRW01800Ports Development

01/10/2019WRW01900491. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the position 
regarding the progress of implementing the Shannon Foynes Port Company Vision 2014 master 
plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39371/19]

01/10/2019WRW02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Shannon Foynes Port 
Company (SFPC) is the second largest port in the State in terms of total tonnage handled and 
the third largest in terms of turnover (after Dublin and Cork). SFPC is Ireland’s deepest shel-
tered water course and is the only port handling capsize vessels (17.5 draft).  There are currently 
six terminals on the Estuary. 

Vision 2041 is a thirty year plan setting out a port development strategy that is aligned 
with all stakeholder interests. The primary objectives, inter alia, of Vision 2041 is to promote 
Shannon Foynes Port Company as a key economic driver for the region and to positively influ-
ence policy at the national, regional and local level thereby enhancing the attractiveness of the 
Shannon Estuary for marine related industry and investment. The Master Plan recognises the 
importance of a consistent plan led or integrated approach to future port development. 

The Port are still in the early stages of the implementation of Vision 2041 at year 8 of 30 and 
significant progress has been made to date on implementing its some of key objectives.  

A summary of some of the major milestones achieved to date include;

-   National Ports Policy designates the SFPC as a Port of National Significance (Tier 1).

-  The Port’s development is also recognised in the National Planning Framework - Project 
2040. 

-  At a European level, the port is included within the  TEN-T Regulation as a ‘core’ port and 
the port has been successful in obtaining EU grant funding towards some of their developments.

-  The zoning of nine strategic deep water sites on the Shannon Estuary consisting of up to 
1200 hectares for marine or port related development. One of these sites includes the develop-
ment of a new deep water jetty on Foynes Island.  

-  The Expansion program at Foynes is well underway with Phase 1 infill of land behind 
the east jetty already completed with planning consents for phases  II to IV . A contract for 
phase II will be awarded shortly. 

-  Pre-planning for a new deep  water berth at Foynes Island has commenced.
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-  There has been investment of €3.5m in new cranes in Limerick and Foynes. 

-  The Port has successfully promoted and facilitated the investment of c. €40m by the pri-
vate sector in the Foynes port estate since the Vision 2041 launch.

-  The Limerick Docklands Framework Strategy was launched, which will lead to port ex-
pansion at Limerick as well as commercialising other port assets in Limerick. 

-  90 acres for a new port business and logistics hub has been acquired.

-  Detailed design for the reinstatement of the Limerick to Foynes rail line is  completed.

-  The Port has been vigorous in promoting the requirement for improving the hinterland 
connection to Foynes Port. Planning for the 40km Limerick to Foynes Road Scheme is due to 
be published in October. 

-  As a Tier 1 Port the continued commercial development of the Company is a key strategic 
objective of Government approved National Ports Policy to provide for overall national port 
capacity and maritime connectivity.

01/10/2019WRW02100Road Projects

01/10/2019WRW02200492. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
the €34 million in funding promised for the Ardee bypass can be ring-fenced in order that the 
project will not lose out if funding is needed elsewhere in the interim period in view of the fact 
that there is a proposal for a review of the scheme design for the Ardee bypass in advance of 
progressing to construction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39398/19]

01/10/2019WRW02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and securing capital funding in 
relation to the national roads programme.  Once funding arrangements have been put in place 
with Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, de-
sign and construction of individual national roads is a matter for TII, in conjunction with the 
local authorities concerned.

TII is, therefore, responsible for the distribution of funds under the Capital Programme for 
the implementation of the national roads programme in accordance with Project Ireland 2040, 
within the framework of the National Development Plan (NDP).   Consequently, TII is best 
placed to advise on the current status and funding in respect of the above scheme.  

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a more detailed and direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

01/10/2019WRW02400Driver Licences

01/10/2019WRW02500493. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to extend the deadline for persons here driving with UK licences in order to swap their 
licence for an Irish licence in the event of a no-deal Brexit; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39399/19]

01/10/2019WRW02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Motorists resident in 
Ireland with a UK, including NI driving licence are being advised to exchange that licence for 
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an Irish driving licence before the 31 October 2019.  In the event of a no-deal Brexit, the UK 
will no longer be a Member State and so the UK driving licence will not be recognised. People 
resident in Ireland will no longer be able to drive on a UK driving licence. 

However, legislation exists to allow for the recognition of foreign driving licences for ex-
change purposes in the Road Traffic Acts.  If there is a no deal Brexit, the UK becomes a 3rd 
country and the potential then exists for arrangements to be made under those Acts.  Ireland will 
be pursuing this option.  This may take a little time to complete as it involves a formal agree-
ment and legislation here in Ireland, as well as corresponding steps by the UK. 

01/10/2019WRW02700Sports Capital Programme Applications Data

01/10/2019WRW02800494. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the appli-
cations made for funding under the sports capital programme for the 2018-2019 funding round 
in County Cork. [39405/19]

01/10/2019WRW02900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): Detail of all applications under the 2018 Sports Capital Programme are published 
on a county basis on the Department’s website at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/010023-
2017-sports-capital-programme-all-applications-submitted/ 

01/10/2019WRW03000Sports Capital Programme Applications Data

01/10/2019WRW03100495. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the appli-
cations made for funding under the sports capital programme for the 2018-2019 funding round 
for County Dublin. [39407/19]

01/10/2019WRW03200Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): Detail of all applications under the 2018 Sports Capital Programme are published 
on the Department’s website on a county basis at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/010023-
2017-sports-capital-programme-all-applications-submitted/

01/10/2019WRW03300Sports Capital Programme Applications Data

01/10/2019WRW03400496. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the applica-
tions that were made for all forms of funding under the Sports Capital Programme for the 2018-
2019 funding round for County Tipperary in tabular form. [39412/19]

01/10/2019WRW03500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): Detail of all applications under the 2018 Sports Capital Programme are published 
on the Department’s website on a county basis at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/887916-
2018-sport-capital-programme-applications/.

01/10/2019WRW03600Departmental Records

01/10/2019WRW03700497. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if all internal 
correspondence between persons (details supplied) will be published. [39456/19]

01/10/2019WRW03800498. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the corre-
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spondence between the Secretary General of his Department and the Secretary General of the 
Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to 22 
September 2019. [39459/19]

01/10/2019WRW03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 497 and 498 together.

I wish to be as helpful as possible to the Deputy in addressing the issue raised.  My Depart-
ment would be happy to facilitate and assist the Deputy in seeking correspondence or records of 
this nature through the normal channel for this type of query which is the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act 2014.

01/10/2019WRW04100Sports Capital Programme Applications

01/10/2019WRW04200499. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
a matter in relation to a grant awarded to a club (details supplied) will be investigated with 
the sports capital section of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39464/19]

01/10/2019WRW04300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The organisation referred to by the Deputy do have an outstanding Sports Capital 
Programme grant. I understand that the club has been contacted by the official with responsibil-
ity for all grants in Sligo to assist them in changing the club’s contact details so that they can 
progress the drawdown of their grant.  

01/10/2019WRW04400Departmental Staff Data

01/10/2019WRW04500500. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of staff employed in each division of his Department by grade. [39487/19]

01/10/2019WRW04600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department is 
divided into six sectors with an Assistant Secretary charged with responsibility for each sector.  
Details on the Divisions that fall under each sector and the numbers of staff in each sector by 
grade are available at the following link:

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-10-01_pq500-01-10-2019_en.docx”>Departmental Staff Data</a>] 

Corporate Affairs and Central Policy Coordination

This sector is made up of the following Divisions: Human Resources Division, Finance Di-
vision, Information Services Division, Corporate Support & Communications Division, Policy 
Governance & EU Division, Legal Services Division, the Minister and Minister of State’s Of-
fices and the Department’s team in the Irish Permanent Representation to the EU in Brussels.

01/10/2019WRW04700Departmental Expenditure

01/10/2019WRW04800501. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
cost estimate of the administrative cost of establishing a new division within his Department 
will be provided. [39488/19]
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01/10/2019WRW04900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): It is not possible to 
provide an estimate of the cost of establishing a new Division in my Department.  Costs would 
depend on the function/role of any such Division and the staffing requirements associated with 
that role.

01/10/2019WRW05000Departmental Staff Recruitment

01/10/2019WRW05100502. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
estimated cost of hiring an additional economist and statistician, respectively, to his Depart-
ment. [39489/19]

01/10/2019WRW05200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The estimated cost of 
hiring an additional economist and statistician to the Department is approximately €95000. This 
estimate is based on point 1 of each scale with Employer PRSI of 10% as of September 2019.   
The precise cost would be determined by the individuals’ scale point on joining the Department.

01/10/2019WRW05300Fáilte Ireland Funding

01/10/2019WRW05400503. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding provided to Fáilte Ireland in 2019. [39490/19]

01/10/2019WRW05500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Details of the annual 
funding allocations provided by my Department to Fáilte Ireland are available in the Agency 
Statement for Fáilte Ireland under Vote 31 in the 2019 Revised Estimates Volumes for Public 
Services published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

01/10/2019WRW05600Tourism Ireland Funding

01/10/2019WRW05700504. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding provided to Tourism Ireland in 2019. [39491/19]

01/10/2019WRW05800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Tourism Ireland is 
funded through the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and the Department for the 
Economy in Northern Ireland. Funding from the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport 
in 2019 amounts to €52,624,000. 

The breakdown of the total Exchequer provision for tourism services from my Department’s 
vote is available in the annual Revised Estimates Volume (REV) for Public Services, which is 
published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and available on that Depart-
ment’s website. 

01/10/2019WRX00200Tourism Policy

01/10/2019WRX00300505. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
Department has conducted studies into the tourism potential of State-owned heritage buildings 
and sites such as OPW sites. [39492/19]

01/10/2019WRX00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): Promoting Ireland’s history, culture and heritage is an intrinsic element of all the 
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Fáilte Ireland tourism experience brands.  With specific regard to historical and heritage sites 
and their related tourism product offering, these are particularly to the fore in Ireland’s Ancient 
East, which has an especially rich and diverse range of heritage experiences.

Researching the potential of attractions and experiences relating to our heritage offering 
and deciding on related capital investments, enterprise supports and promotions are operational 
matters for Fáilte Ireland.  With specific regard to State-owned heritage buildings and sites, 
Fáilte Ireland has developed a series of strategic partnerships with key State bodies – includ-
ing the OPW – that own and manage attractions and sites considered to be of vital importance 
to tourism.  Through these partnerships, Fáilte Ireland can assist with the refurbishment and 
enhancement of key visitor attractions and advise on further experience development and mar-
keting.

I have asked Fáilte Ireland to respond to the Deputy directly with further detail on its stra-
tegic partnerships, especially that with the OPW, and any studies, research or insights relating 
to the tourism potential of our overall heritage offering.  Please contact my private office if you 
have not received a reply within ten working days.

01/10/2019WRX00500Brexit Preparations

01/10/2019WRX00600506. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further 
to Parliamentary Question Nos. 1623, 1624, 1625 and 1626 of 6 September 2019, the number 
of times he has met the Minister for Justice and Equality in relation to a no-deal Brexit and 
contingency planning for this eventuality; and the number of times he has met the Minister for 
Defence and-or the Minister of State with special responsibility for defence in relation to a no-
deal Brexit and contingency planning for this eventuality; the number of times he or his officials 
have met representatives from the Department of Justice and Equality in relation to planning for 
a no-deal Brexit; and the number of times he or his officials have met representatives from the 
Department of Defence in relation to a no-deal Brexit. [39493/19]

01/10/2019WRX00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As previously noted, 
as a Minister of Government, I meet regularly with my cabinet colleagues including those 
Ministers mentioned on the topic of Brexit. Contingency planning for a no-deal Brexit has been 
considered by Cabinet on many occasions since 2016, and is now discussed on a weekly basis. 

At Official level, detailed Brexit preparedness and contingency work is being taken forward 
on a whole of Government basis, across all Government Departments and Agencies, co-ordi-
nated mainly by officials in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in close collaboration 
with the Department of the Taoiseach.  Officials from my Department together with officials 
from the Department of Justice and Equality and from the Department of Defence and a range 
of other Departments and Offices work together in a number of such interdepartmental fora 
focused on Brexit preparedness. This detailed preparedness work includes all relevant transport 
and tourism contingency actions arising from Brexit.

01/10/2019WRX00800Driver Licences

01/10/2019WRX00900507. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
grace period will be extended to Irish citizens that hold UK driver licences but are unable to 
swap their licences before 31 October 2019, for example, if they will be residing abroad until 
December 2019. [39494/19]
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01/10/2019WRX01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Motorists resident in 
Ireland with a UK, including NI driving licence are being advised to exchange that licence for 
an Irish driving licence before the 31 October 2019.  In the event of a no-deal Brexit, the UK 
will no longer be a Member State and so the UK driving licence will not be recognised. People 
resident in Ireland will no longer be able to drive on a UK driving licence. 

However, legislation exists to allow for the recognition of foreign driving licences for ex-
change purposes in the Road Traffic Acts.  If there is a no deal Brexit, the UK becomes a 3rd 
country and the potential then exists for arrangements to be made under those Acts.  Ireland will 
be pursuing this option.  This may take a little time to complete as it involves a formal agree-
ment and legislation here in Ireland, as well as corresponding steps by the UK. 

01/10/2019WRX01100Driver Licences

01/10/2019WRX01200508. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
average processing time for a driver licence swap. [39495/19]

01/10/2019WRX01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): At present, the aver-
age waiting time for the exchange of a UK driving licence for an Irish driving licence is 4 days. 
The exchange of any other driving licence for an Irish driving licence is taking on average 15 
days.

01/10/2019WRX01400Ministerial Meetings

01/10/2019WRX01500509. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number and dates that he has met the Taoiseach to discuss the recognition of UK driver licences 
in the event of a no-deal Brexit. [39496/19]

01/10/2019WRX01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I have not held bi-
lateral meetings with the Taoiseach to date specifically on this subject. However, contingency 
planning for a no-deal Brexit has been considered by Cabinet on many occasions since 2016, 
and is now discussed on a weekly basis and the matter of UK driver licenses has been included 
in the issues under consideration.

Additionally, my officials were in contact with officials from the Department of the Taoise-
ach in relation to UK driver licences during this year. My officials have also worked closely with 
the Road Safety Authority (RSA) in seeking to encourage holders of UK driver licences  who 
are resident in Ireland to exchange their UK licence for an Irish licence in advance of 31 Octo-
ber 2019.   Following a no deal Brexit, a UK driving licence will no longer be valid for persons 
living in Ireland. The RSA has run a number of media campaigns including a further radio 
campaign which commenced on 23 September 2019 to encourage those living in Ireland and 
holding UK (including NI) driving licences to exchange these in good time before 31 October. 

At the start of this process, it was estimated that some 70,000 UK licences were held by 
people resident in Ireland. Some 32,000 of these have been exchanged to date.  The RSA is add-
ing extra hours to its opening hours in the NDLS Centres commencing on 7 October. The extra 
hours will be advertised on www.ndls.ie. Extra resources are also in place in the application 
processing centre to cater for the extra expected demand. At present, the average waiting time 
for the exchange of a UK driving licence for an Irish driving licence is 4 days. 
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01/10/2019WRX01700Railway Stations

01/10/2019WRX01800510. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to the service that is out of order at a train station (details supplied); 
the length of time it is out of order; and the timeline for it to be repaired. [39511/19]

01/10/2019WRX01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to pub-
lic transport in Ireland.  The issue raised is a matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded 
the Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do 
not receive a response within ten working days.

01/10/2019WRX02000Rail Services Provision

01/10/2019WRX02100511. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will introduce a system in which persons with a travel pass can book seats on Irish Rail trains in 
view of the fact the current system is leading to situations whereby sick and elderly persons are 
left standing long distances on trains; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39548/19]

01/10/2019WRX02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to pub-
lic transport. The issue raised is a matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s 
question to the company for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a 
response within ten working days.

01/10/2019WRX02300Public Transport Initiatives

01/10/2019WRX02400512. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport his plans to introduce a leap 90 discount scheme in the wider Cork area to complement 
the proposals in the CMATS strategy. [39552/19]

01/10/2019WRX02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the 
regulation of fares in relation to public passenger transport services.  I have, therefore, referred 
the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not 
receive a reply within ten working days.

01/10/2019WRX02600Sports Capital Programme Applications

01/10/2019WRX02700513. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if consider-
ation will be given to an application by a group (details supplied) for funding under the sports 
capital funds for a new gymnasium. [39559/19]

01/10/2019WRX02800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme closed for applications on Fri-
day 19th October last.  By that deadline, a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking a 
total of €162m in funding.  

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
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of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January. 

619 equipment only applications were assessed next and 466 allocations with a value of 
€9.8m were announced to these organisations in May.

Work is now underway in assessing the remaining applications for capital works, including 
an application from the organisation referred to by the Deputy.  

For the first time, applicants who submitted incorrect documentation under this round are 
being given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. While 
there will be no undue delay in completing the assessment process, in view of the opportunity to 
correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the detailed information 
contained in each application, it is likely to take a further number of weeks to have all applica-
tions assessed with allocations announced shortly after that.  

01/10/2019WRX02900Road Projects Status

01/10/2019WRX03000514. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
roads (details supplied) in the context of allocated budget to date; the expected budget required 
to bring them to completion; the timeframe for each stage of the scheme. [39561/19]

01/10/2019WRX03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and securing capital funding in 
relation to the national roads programme. Once funding arrangements have been put in place 
with Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, de-
sign and construction of individual national roads is a matter for TII in conjunction with the 
local authorities concerned.  TII is, therefore, responsible for the distribution of funds under 
the Capital Programme for the implementation of the national roads programme in accordance 
with Project Ireland 2040, within the framework of the National Development Plan (NDP). 
Consequently, TII is best placed to advise on the current status and funding in respect of the 
above schemes.  

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a more detailed and direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

01/10/2019WRX03200Ports Development

01/10/2019WRX03300515. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
received concerns from the tourism industry regarding the potential negative consequences on 
the sector owing to the new limits introduced with respect to cruise ship traffic using facilities 
at Dublin Port; if he has received requests from port authorities for additional funding in order 
to upgrade and-or expand harbour capacity with the view to accommodating a greater number 
of cruise ships; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39586/19]

01/10/2019WRX03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): With regard to the 
matter of requests from port authorities for additional funding, I wish to clarify that, under the 
National Ports Policy, no Exchequer funding is provided by my Department to the port compa-
nies.   

I am aware of some concerns amongst those working in the cruise tourism sector and related 
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industry relating to planned construction works at Dublin Port, the impact on available cruise 
berths and potential broader tourism impacts.  I remain in contact with key stakeholders in this 
regard, including the ports, the tourism agencies and industry representatives, and I have en-
couraged them to take maximum advantage of other options at other ports during the period of 
construction at Dublin Port. 

01/10/2019WRX03500Road Projects Data

01/10/2019WRX03600516. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
TII sanctioned road projects for which full permissions have been granted by all planning and 
statutory bodies and in which all land needed has been acquired and for which funding has been 
provided in capital expenditure plans which have subsequently been reviewed by TII in the past 
five years with subsequent delays in construction; the reason for such a delay in each case by 
TII; the new timeline expected for construction; the original expected cost of the project; the 
new expected cost if known; the process by which delays reviews are sanctioned; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39665/19]

01/10/2019WRX03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.   Once funding arrangements have been put in place with Transport 
Infrastructure Ireland (TII), under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and con-
struction of individual national roads is a matter for TII, in conjunction with the local authori-
ties concerned. Consequently, TII is best placed to advise on the current status and funding in 
respect of the schemes referred to in your question.  

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a more detailed and direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

01/10/2019WRX03800Road Projects Status

01/10/2019WRX03900517. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the sta-
tus of the tendering process for stage II of the Dunkettle interchange upgrade project; and the 
fast tracking or procurement for same. [39703/19]

01/10/2019WRX04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design, pro-
curement and construction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

01/10/2019WRX04100Road Projects

01/10/2019WRX04200518. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the route 
study for the M20 Cork to Limerick motorway. [39704/19]

01/10/2019WRX04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
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national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and route 
selection leading to construction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infra-
structure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

01/10/2019WRX04400Roads Maintenance Funding

01/10/2019WRX04500519. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
funding for the Pettigo to Laghey road R232 in County Donegal will be made available; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39713/19]

01/10/2019WRX04600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory respon-
sibility of the relevant local authority in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the 
Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supple-
mented by State road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is 
also a matter for the Council.

Overall my Department has agreed to provide grant support of up to €2.1m for maintenance 
and renewal works on the R232 Laghey to Pettigo road on a phased basis as funding allows.  So 
far €122,941 from an allocation of €500,000 at the start of this year has been drawn down  by 
Donegal County Council for this project.  While the final grant amount to be drawn down in 
2019 has not been finalised as yet my Department has been liaising with the Council with a 
view to  facilitating  progress on the works.   Future allocations will decided as part of the an-
nual Estimates process.

01/10/2019WRX04700Road Traffic Legislation

01/10/2019WRX04800520. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
NTA plans to regulate the provision of horse-drawn carriages for hire in the Dublin city area. 
[39719/19]

01/10/2019WRX04900521. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
conduct a review of the regulation governing the use of horse-drawn carriages for hire in the 
Dublin city area and specifically the monitoring of the welfare of animals used and the qualifi-
cations of those providing the service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39720/19]

01/10/2019WRX05000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 520 and 521 together.

In February 2011, Dublin City Council (DCC) took over responsibility for the licensing of 
horse-drawn carriage operators and drivers from the Garda Carriage Office.  This was achieved 
through bye-laws enacted under Part 19 of the Local Government Act 2001 which provides a 
general power to a local authority to make bye-laws in relation to its own property or services 
or to regulate matters of local concern.  It is under this Act that local authorities can choose, us-
ing bye-laws, to regulate horse-drawn carriages that operate for hire or reward.  These bye-laws 
allow relevant local authorities to set their own rules and stipulations to govern such operations.

In 2018 DCC became aware that - specifically in relation to Dublin - this legal basis for 
making such bye-laws could be uncertain, as the Dublin Carriage Acts 1853-55 had vested the 
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power to regulate horse-drawn carriages in Dublin with the Dublin Metropolitan Police Com-
missioners, to whom An Garda Síochána is the successor. 

My Department examined this issue and, following legal advice, is now of the view that the 
Dublin Carriage Acts 1853-55 remain in force and preclude DCC from enacting the relevant 
bye-laws.  Also, it seems that a simple repeal of the Victorian legislation alone may not be suf-
ficient to enable DCC to enact bye-laws for horse-drawn carriages.  Therefore, my Department 
is now working with the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government to identify 
how best to empower DCC to regulate this area.

Animal Welfare issues are a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Agriculture and 
Food. However, I note that the Control of Horses Act 1996 allows local authorities to introduce 
bye-laws designating certain areas as control areas for horses. Dublin City Council has desig-
nated its administrative boundaries as such a control area under its Control of Horses Bye-Laws 
2014. These bye-laws require horses to be licensed and set minimum standards for the keeping 
of horses within the control area.  

Regulations for horse-drawn carriages for hire or reward should be aligned with any horse 
welfare obligations imposed by local authorities. Accordingly, I am of the view that horse-
drawn carriages for hire and reward should be regulated by local authorities and not the Na-
tional Transport Authority, which has neither competency for nor experience of animal welfare 
issues.  My Department’s efforts are therefore centred on enabling Dublin City Council to regu-
late this area in Dublin just as other local authorities regulate this area elsewhere in the country. 

01/10/2019WRX05200Rural Transport Services Provision

01/10/2019WRX05300522. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of the evaluation of the provision of a LocalLink service from Bailieborough, Virginia, Bal-
lyjamesduff and Cavan towns; his plans to ensure such a service is implemented; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39722/19]

01/10/2019WRX05400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the pro-
vision of public transport services nationally. It also has  national responsibility for integrated 
local and rural transport, including management of the Rural Transport Programme which now 
operates under the ‘Local Link’ brand.

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have referred your question to the NTA 
for direct reply to you. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within 
10 working days.

01/10/2019WRX05500Brexit Preparations

01/10/2019WRX05600523. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the preparations of his Department for Brexit; the steps he will take to prevent gridlock in the 
vicinity of key ports and airports here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39760/19]

01/10/2019WRX05700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Government has 
extensive preparations in place for a possible no-deal Brexit on 31 October 2019. In its Action 
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Plan published in July 2019, the Government acknowledged that a no deal Brexit will be highly 
disruptive and will have profound implications across all aspects of society. It will be impos-
sible for the UK to maintain the current seamless arrangements with the EU across the full 
range of sectors including transport connectivity, trade flows and supply chains.

The contingency plans in place, including in the transport sector, will mitigate but cannot 
eliminate the impacts of a no-deal Brexit.

The re-introduction of customs or border controls as a consequence of Brexit will undoubt-
edly increase transit times for all traffic travelling via or from the UK to Continental Europe, 
including for many Irish importers and exporters. The three locations for which Ireland is heav-
ily dependent on connectivity to the UK are Dublin Port, Dublin Airport and Rosslare Europort. 

The Office of Public Works has worked across Government with relevant agencies and De-
partments in delivering the required facilities for these agriculture, health and customs checks at 
these locations. Temporary facilities are now in place to meet the needs of these agencies.   Ad-
ditional staffing in Customs, Agriculture and Health have been recruited and trained to provide 
the necessary support and to manage the efficient movement of freight and people through these 
locations.  

The necessary associated staffing and IT systems are also in place. I understand that testing 
of the relevant IT systems is continuing. Communications with stakeholders is ongoing and will 
continue during October 2019.

Notwithstanding the contingency actions underway in Dublin Port, a no-deal Brexit will un-
doubtedly increase the risk of congestion within the port and a knock-on impact on wider traffic 
within Dublin City. My Department is working closely with Dublin Port Company, OPW, Rev-
enue Commissioners, Dublin City Council, Transport Infrastructure Ireland and An Garda Sio-
chana to have appropriate traffic management plans in place in the event that there is significant 
congestion in Dublin Port that impacts on wider traffic flows in the surrounding road network.

01/10/2019WRX05800Tourism Funding

01/10/2019WRX05900524. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
has allocated specific funding or resources to attracting tourists from the Chinese market; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39776/19]

01/10/2019WRX06000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Under the Govern-
ment’s Global Ireland Strategy, we are committed to developing tourism from new and emerg-
ing tourism markets with potential for Ireland. This year, Tourism Ireland has commenced the 
implementation of a strategy for growth in these markets. In Budget 2019, I provided almost €4 
million in additional funding to Tourism Ireland for this purpose. China, as the largest source of 
outbound tourism in the world, is one of the main emerging markets we are targeting. 

While the resources allocated to any particular market is an operational matter for Tourism 
Ireland, I am aware that the additional funding I provided has allowed the agency to substan-
tially increase its activity in the Chinese market this year. It has doubled its investment to €1 
million and increased its on the ground marketing team to 12, including a presence in Hong 
Kong. It has also increased its publicity, digital and social media activity in the market and con-
tinues to interact with the travel trade in the market.

In order to make the most of the potential from a market such as China, it is important that 
the industry here is sufficiently prepared in order to be able to offer visitors a quality experience 
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which meets their requirements. To this end, Fáilte Ireland is working with Irish tourism busi-
nesses across the country to help them capitalise on this potential by training them in how to 
meet the specific needs of the Chinese visitor. Its Get China Ready programme was developed 
in partnership with Tourism Ireland and Tourism Northern Ireland and is jointly delivered with 
the support of the Centre for Competitiveness, which is the licensed provider of China Out-
bound Tourism Research Institute programmes in Ireland. 

With the support of Government, the work being done by the tourism agencies both in China 
and here in Ireland, together with the industry, leaves us well placed to attract increased tourism 
from China in the coming years.

01/10/2019WRY00200Public Transport

01/10/2019WRY00300525. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to the considerable capacity issues across the public transport system; 
and the steps he will take in the short to medium-term to address same. [39777/19]

01/10/2019WRY00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the continued economic growth and increased employment levels have seen demand in-
crease across the public transport networks and particularly in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA).  

Project Ireland 2040 commits over €8 billion to public transport and active travel projects 
over the next 10 years.  This investment will transform our public transport network and enable 
more people choose sustainable mobility as their preferred mode of transport.

This increased level of investment allows for a range of short, medium and longer term re-
sponses as the Deputy has referred.

In the short term, the size of the Public Service Obligation (PSO) bus fleet has increased 
and that, together with service improvements, has meant increased and improved service provi-
sion. This is a significant development as the bus is by far the most important part of our public 
transport network. 

On the Luas network, the first of the extensions to the Luas Green Line fleet has entered 
service with the remaining 25 extensions set to enter service on a rolling basis from now on. 
Next year will also see delivery of the 8 additional trams that have been ordered as part of the 
Luas Green Line Capacity Enhancement Project. 

On rail while there have been improvements introduced last year in peak-time services, and 
this year in off-peak services, there are two fundamental constraints, namely the need to physi-
cally expand the fleet through the purchase of additional carriages and also the need to improve 
the overall management of the network. 

And I am pleased to say there is progress underway in relation to both.  In relation to the 
fleet, a business case for the purchase of 41 additional InterCity Railcars is currently under 
consideration by my Department in line with the Public Spending Code.  That business case 
will be submitted to Government for its approval and it is expected that the new fleet will be 
delivered by 2021. 

Separately, in May this year the National Transport Authority (NTA) and Iarnród Éireann 
commenced pre-qualifying in relation to a 10-year procurement framework for electric and 
battery-electric units which will massively expand the fleet. 
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In the summer, the Government approved the development of a new National Train Control 
Centre and contracts on this are expected to be awarded before the end of the year.

In the medium and longer term, the Deputy will acknowledge the on-going development of 
BusConnects, DART Expansion and MetroLink each of which will transform the capacity of 
the relevant public transport modes and create better linkages between them too. 

I would hope that the Deputy can see that there are a range of measures underway to im-
prove our public transport network and services.  

01/10/2019WRY00500Brexit Issues

01/10/2019WRY00600526. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on whether the transport system, most notably at major entry and exit points, is adequate-
ly prepared for the ramifications of a no-deal Brexit. [39778/19]

01/10/2019WRY00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Government has 
extensive preparations in place for a possible no-deal Brexit on 31 October 2019. In its Action 
Plan published in July 2019, the Government acknowledged that a no deal Brexit will be highly 
disruptive and will have profound implications across all aspects of society. It will be impos-
sible for the UK to maintain the current seamless arrangements with the EU across the full 
range of sectors including transport connectivity, trade flows and supply chains.

The contingency plans in place, including in the transport sector, will mitigate but cannot 
eliminate the impacts of a no-deal Brexit.

The re-introduction of customs or border controls as a consequence of Brexit will undoubt-
edly increase transit times for all traffic travelling via or from the UK to Continental Europe, 
including for many Irish importers and exporters. The three locations for which Ireland is heav-
ily dependent on connectivity to the UK are Dublin Port, Dublin Airport and Rosslare Europort. 

The Office of Public Works has worked across Government with relevant agencies and De-
partments in delivering the required facilities for these agriculture, health and customs checks at 
these locations. Temporary facilities are now in place to meet the needs of these agencies.   Ad-
ditional staffing in Customs, Agriculture and Health have been recruited and trained to provide 
the necessary support and to manage the efficient movement of freight and people through these 
locations.  

The necessary associated staffing and IT systems are also in place. I understand that testing 
of the relevant IT systems is continuing. Communications with stakeholders is ongoing and will 
continue during October 2019.

My Department is also working closely with other agencies to have appropriate traffic man-
agement plans in place in the event that there is significant congestion in Dublin Port that im-
pacts on wider traffic flows in the surrounding road network.  

In relation to wider transport systems and services, the EU has adopted time-limited mea-
sures to ensure basic transport connectivity with the UK in the event of a no deal Brexit. The 
temporary measures cover air transport connectivity to end March 2020, road freight connectiv-
ity to 31 December 2019 as well as cross-border bus connectivity, also to 31 December 2019. 
The EU is currently looking at proposals to extend these arrangements to 24 October 2020 for 
aviation, and to 31 July 2020 for internal haulage and cross-border bus services. 
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In relation to rail, Iarnród Éireann and Northern Ireland Railways are working together to 
ensure the Enterprise service will continue to run post Brexit.         

There are concerns about potential disruption to the UK Landbridge immediately after the 
UK exit. My Department, along with the Irish Maritime Development Office, has met with all 
the main ferry companies and has been assured that sufficient capacity exists on alternative 
direct routes to continental EU ports, and should the demand for additional capacity arise as a 
result of Brexit, the shipping companies can respond.   It is recognised though that these longer 
direct routes may not be a suitable alternative for all goods, particularly time-sensitive products.

01/10/2019WRY00800Driver Licences

01/10/2019WRY00900527. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
has engaged with his Cabinet colleagues and UK counterparts to ensure that returning emi-
grants that hold UK licences will continue to be able to swap their licences for an Irish driver 
licence even in the event of a no-deal Brexit. [39779/19]

01/10/2019WRY01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Motorists resident in 
Ireland with a UK, including NI driving licence are being advised to exchange that licence for 
an Irish driving licence before the 31 October 2019.  In the event of a no-deal Brexit, the UK 
will no longer be a Member State and so the UK driving licence will not be recognised. People 
resident in Ireland will no longer be able to drive on a UK driving licence. 

However, legislation exists to allow for the recognition of foreign driving licences for ex-
change purposes in the Road Traffic Acts.  If there is a no deal Brexit, the UK becomes a 3rd 
country and the potential then exists for arrangements to be made under those Acts.  Ireland will 
be pursuing this option.  This may take a little time to complete as it involves a formal agree-
ment and legislation here in Ireland, as well as corresponding steps by the UK. 

01/10/2019WRY01100Anti-Social Behaviour

01/10/2019WRY01200528. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
has considered establishing a transport security unit to tackle widespread and dangerous antiso-
cial behaviour on public transport and at public transport hubs. [39780/19]

01/10/2019WRY01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The safety and se-
curity of public transport passengers and staff, including arrangements to deal with anti-social 
behaviour, are important matters that, first and foremost, must be managed by every public 
transport company, in conjunction with An Garda Síochána, where appropriate. 

While the vast majority of public transport passenger journeys occur without incident, I am 
concerned to ensure that the necessary arrangements are in place to ensure the safety of all pas-
sengers and staff.  

Following representations from the National Bus and Rail Union, my Department wrote 
to the three CIÉ companies to get their views on the issue of anti-social behaviour and ensuring 
the safety of both passengers and staff.  All companies stressed their strong and close working 
relationships with An Garda Síochána.  

I also wrote to the Minister for Justice and Equality to seek his views on how we could 
address the issue of anti-social behaviour on our public transport system. The allocation of all 
Garda resources, including the manner in which Garda personnel are deployed, is solely a deci-
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sion for the Garda Commissioner and his management team. 

I understand that An Garda Síochána met with the Railway Safety Advisory Council (RSAC) 
in relation to the issue of anti-social behaviour on our public transport network and that further 
engagement and initiatives are planned. Following that engagement, I note and welcome the 
recent deployment of gardaí to public transport locations and to DART, Luas and commuter rail 
services under ‘Operation Twintrack’.

Irish Rail has advised that it has undertaken a range of measures and proposes further mea-
sures to address anti-social behaviour on the rail network, including increased security person-
nel, allowing for a doubling of security patrols, the introduction of Customer Service Officers 
on all Intercity routes and enhanced CCTV coverage.  

A new text alert service has also been introduced to enable customers to discretely report 
anti-social behaviour incidents and allow security personnel and/or Gardaí to be alerted and 
dispatched as required to an incident. The entire Intercity fleet is also equipped with CCTV and 
with communications buttons at doors.

Iarnród Éireann’s annual spend on security has risen from €4.1 million in 2017 to €4.5 mil-
lion in 2018 and it is projected by the company that its spend on security will rise again this 
year to €4.7 million. 

Both Dublin Bus and Bus Éireann have reported that the level of anti-social behaviour is 
relatively low on their services and noted a declining trend, which is positive. Following a re-
cent serious incident at Busáras, Bus Éireann has introduced more stringent security measures 
at the station with a view to combatting increased levels of anti-social behaviour at the site.

01/10/2019WRY01400Roads Maintenance Funding

01/10/2019WRY01500529. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if Cork 
County Council has made applications to the safety improvement grants scheme for 2020; and 
the details of these applications especially relating to Rostellan and the R630 in east County 
Cork. [39804/19]

01/10/2019WRY01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant local au-
thority in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those 
roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The 
initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the Council.

My Department has invited applications from local authorities for the 2020 Safety Improve-
ment Scheme.  Cork County Council has not submitted its application as yet. 

Allocations for 2020 will be decided as part of the general grant allocation process. 

01/10/2019WRY01700Rail Services Data

01/10/2019WRY01800530. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of reported incidents of antisocial behaviour on Irish Rail services in 2017, 2018 and to 
date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39822/19]

01/10/2019WRY01900534. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
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number of reported incidents of antisocial behaviour on DART services in 2017, 2018 and to 
date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39826/19]

01/10/2019WRY02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 530 and 534 together.

As the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and over-
all funding in relation to public transport. 

The safety and security of public transport passengers and staff, including arrangements to 
deal with anti-social behaviour, are important matters that, first and foremost, must be man-
aged by every public transport company, in conjunction with An Garda Síochána, where ap-
propriate. 

The issue raised is an operational matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the 
Deputy’s questions to the company for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do 
not receive a response within ten working days.

01/10/2019WRY02100Bus Éireann Services

01/10/2019WRY02200531. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of reported incidents of antisocial behaviour on Bus Éireann services in 2017, 2018 and 
to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39823/19]

01/10/2019WRY02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport. 

The safety and security of public transport passengers and staff, including arrangements to 
deal with anti-social behaviour, are important matters that, first and foremost, must be man-
aged by every public transport company, in conjunction with An Garda Síochána, where ap-
propriate. 

The issue raised is an operational matter for Bus Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s 
question to the company for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive 
a response within ten working days.

01/10/2019WRY02400Dublin Bus Services

01/10/2019WRY02500532. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of reported incidents of antisocial behaviour on Dublin Bus services in 2017, 2018 and 
to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39824/19]

01/10/2019WRY02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport. 

The safety and security of public transport passengers and staff, including arrangements to 
deal with anti-social behaviour, are important matters that, first and foremost, must be man-
aged by every public transport company, in conjunction with An Garda Síochána, where ap-
propriate. 
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The issue raised is an operational matter for Dublin Bus and I have forwarded the Deputy’s 
question to the company for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive 
a response within ten working days.

01/10/2019WRY02700Public Transport Data

01/10/2019WRY02800533. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of reported incidents of antisocial behaviour on Luas services in 2017, 2018 and to date 
in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39825/19]

01/10/2019WRY02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport. However, I am not involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport.

The safety and security of public transport passengers and staff, including arrangements to 
deal with anti-social behaviour, are important matters that, first and foremost, must be man-
aged by every public transport company, in conjunction with An Garda Síochána, where ap-
propriate. 

I have therefore forwarded the Deputy’s question to Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), 
which has contracted Transdev to operate the Luas, for their direct reply.  Please advise my 
private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

  Question No. 534 answered with Question No. 530.

01/10/2019WRY03100Roads Maintenance Funding

01/10/2019WRY03200535. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if fund-
ing is available for the upgrading of roads specifically located along the Wild Atlantic Way; if 
he will consider upgrading a road (details supplied) in County Donegal due to its significant 
location along the Wild Atlantic Way in an effort to further develop tourism in the area; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39832/19]

01/10/2019WRY03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant local au-
thority in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those 
roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The  
initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is a matter for the Council.  There are 
no grants under the Regional and Local Roads Grant Programme specifically for roads along 
the Wild Atlantic Way. 

Any road upgrade projects proposed by local authorities for consideration under the Spe-
cific or Strategic Grant Programme are assessed by the Department on a case-by-case basis. All 
projects put forward by local authorities for consideration must comply with the requirements 
of the Public Spending Code (PSC) and the Department’s Capital Appraisal Framework (CAF) 
and given the limited funding available for road improvement projects Local Authorities need 
to prioritise schemes with these requirements in mind. 

01/10/2019WRY03400Public Services Card



1 October 2019

241

01/10/2019WRY03500536. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his De-
partment sought and received legal advice before removing the public services card as a re-
quirement for certain applications to the National Driver Licence Service; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39839/19]

01/10/2019WRY03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): No formal legal ad-
vice was sought from the Office of the Attorney General in respect of this decision.

01/10/2019WRY03700Road Projects Status

01/10/2019WRY03800537. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the prog-
ress of the northern distributor road from Coonagh Cross to the R445 on the outskirts of Limer-
ick city; the funding allocated to progress the scheme in 2019; the funding indicated for future 
years in the capital plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39841/19]

01/10/2019WRY03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant local au-
thority in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those 
roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  Each 
local authority is the contracting authority for the purpose of implementation of regional and 
local road improvement projects.

Under Project Ireland 2040 my Department is committed at present to providing grant fund-
ing towards the cost of 12 significant capital road improvement schemes, including the Coonagh 
to Knockalisheen scheme.   At the start of this year €7.5 million was allocated to the Coonagh 
scheme which is at land acquisition and tender documentation preparation stage.  €1.67 million 
of the allocation has been drawn down to date.

The Project Ireland 2040 road improvement projects are managed on a programme ba-
sis  with allocations determined on an annual basis depending on progress with individual 
schemes and taking into account the available capital budget.

01/10/2019WRY04000Railway Stations

01/10/2019WRY04100538. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the investigations undertaken by MetroLink, Transport Infrastructure Ireland, the National 
Transport Authority and organisations or individuals employed by these bodies into the feasi-
bility of rerouting sewer lines in the area of the proposed Tara Street station; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39852/19]

01/10/2019WRY04200539. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the investigation Dublin City Council, MetroLink, Transport Infrastructure Ireland, the Na-
tional Transport Authority and organisations or individuals employed by these bodies have un-
dertaken in relation to the possible uses and disposal of a proposed vacant site (details supplied) 
which would be created if the current preferred plan for the Tara Street station were to proceed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39853/19]

01/10/2019WRY04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 538 and 539 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory 
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responsibility for the planning and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater 
Dublin Area, including MetroLink.

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities on this matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to 
the NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 working days.

01/10/2019WRY04500Bus Services

01/10/2019WRY04600540. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason certain submissions regarding BusConnects from residents of Mountjoy Square were 
not considered as part of the consultation process; his views on the concerns of residents regard-
ing the impact of BusConnects on their communities and in relation to the submission process 
itself; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39856/19]

01/10/2019WRY04700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the plan-
ning and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, including 
BusConnects.

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities on this matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to 
the NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 working days.

01/10/2019WRY04800Dublin Bus Services

01/10/2019WRY04900541. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
review or study has ever been undertaken by Dublin Bus to access the difficulties experienced 
by commuters in inner suburbs of the city centre with overcrowded buses, many of which origi-
nate in distant suburbs; if his attention has been drawn to the frustration for commuters when 
numerous busses pass by in the morning unable to stop due to being at capacity; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39857/19]

01/10/2019WRY05000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport in Ireland.  The issue raised is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) in 
conjunction with Dublin Bus and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

01/10/2019WRY05100Dublin Bus Fleet

01/10/2019WRY05200542. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on whether there is ambition in the bus procurement strategy of the NTA for the coming years 
to transition to zero emission buses rather than low emission diesel hybrid buses; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39867/19]

01/10/2019WRY05300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning 
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and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, including the 
procurement of bus fleet.

At a policy level the Deputy will be aware of my Department’s Low Emission Bus Trials. 
These bus trials were carried out between December 2018 and April 2019 and compared 15 dif-
ferent bus models of different technology types across a range of parameters to help determine 
which low emission technology might be most suitable for the Irish urban PSO bus fleet. It is 
the findings of these trials, together  with ongoing market analysis and public fleet procurement 
requirements under the EU Clean Vehicles Directive which will set the policy framework for 
the NTA’s bus procurement strategy. 

The NTA will publish that medium-term strategy later this year.  By 2023, I expect that half 
of the public urban bus fleet in the Greater Dublin Area will be low-emitting, with full conver-
sion expected by 2030.

The NTA’s short-term approach to bus procurement reflects the commitment under Project 
Ireland 2040 to no longer purchase of diesel-only buses for the urban PSO bus fleet, and the 
NTA plans to purchase hybrid buses as part of its bus replacement programme for the immedi-
ate future;  the NTA’s forthcoming strategy for the coming years as referred to by the Deputy 
will be determined by the wider policy considerations that I have indicated.  

01/10/2019WRY05400Tourism Policy

01/10/2019WRY05500543. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to develop the Norman way in County Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36521/19]

01/10/2019WRY05600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): My Department’s role is primarily in regard to national tourism policy while at an 
operational level the tourism potential of the various counties and regions is developed by Failte 
Ireland in line with the relevant tourism experience brands.  In the case of County Wexford, 
this is Ireland’s Ancient East, which, I believe, has very exciting potential to deliver sustainable 
growth for tourism in the region, resulting in higher revenue and additional jobs.

I have asked Fáilte Ireland to respond to the Deputy directly with further detail on its work 
to date on the Norman Way and any plans for its further development.  Please contact my pri-
vate office if you have not received a reply within ten working days.

01/10/2019WRY05700Road Projects Expenditure

01/10/2019WRY05800544. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the full 
cost for construction and delivery of the M2 to north of Ashbourne, County Meath; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39886/19]

01/10/2019WRY05900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and 
construction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.
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01/10/2019WRZ00200Capital Expenditure Programme

01/10/2019WRZ00300545. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
final agreed tender price, the date of the tender for the contract and the final overall amount 
actually paid and the date of the final payment in respect of each capital expenditure project 
completed since 1 January 2014 by his Department or an agency under the remit of his De-
partment and which ended up costing €10 million or more in tabular form; the reason the final 
amount paid exceeded the final tender price; the details available in respect of projects in which 
construction is not complete to date or in which the final settlement account has not been agreed 
to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39932/19]

01/10/2019WRZ00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Information on ten-
ders for the Department of Transport Tourism and Sport is published on the Government web-
site and is available to be viewed at:- 

https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/a7eabb-procurement-over-10-million/

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and funding 
in relation to public transport, the national roads programme and sports planning and develop-
ment. 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and 
development of public transport infrastructure, including procurement of same. 

My Department allocates the national roads programme capital budget to Transport Infra-
structure Ireland (TII) to deliver the programme. Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the plan-
ning, design and operation of individual national roads is a matter for TII, in conjunction with 
the local authorities concerned. 

Sport Ireland has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of the National 
Sports Campus. 

Noting the responsibility of the NTA, TII and Sport Ireland in this matter, I have referred the 
Deputy’s question to the agencies for direct reply. Please contact my private office if you do not 
receive a reply within 10 working days.

01/10/2019WRZ00500Public Transport

01/10/2019WRZ00600546. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on the closure of a company (details supplied) in Ballymena, County Antrim, and the 
possible impact this will have on the supply of buses for public transport here. [39975/19]

01/10/2019WRZ00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning 
and development of public transport infrastructure, including the procurement of the Public 
Service Obligation (PSO) bus fleet.

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities on this matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to 
the NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 working days.
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01/10/2019WRZ00800Childcare Services Funding

01/10/2019WRZ00900547. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
reason funding was not provided to a service (details supplied) in order to stop it from closing; 
if Pobal will now outline its plans to ensure the 21 staff members and 99 children that use the 
service can return to the facility; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39406/19]

01/10/2019WRZ01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Manorhamilton 
Childcare Services (MCS) is a community not-for-profit childcare service in County Leitrim. It 
is not a State operated service. It is governed by its own Board. The service is currently experi-
encing significant financial difficulties. 

Leitrim County Childcare Committee, funded by the Department of Children and Youth Af-
fairs, has been working intensively to support the service to resolve legacy issues since March 
of this year. My Department, through Pobal’s Case Management service, has also provided a 
range of supports and advice to the service.

MCS’s Board decided to close the service on Friday 20th September, despite the significant 
level of support that it had received. The Board indicated in their notification to parents that the 
closure was temporary, and that they would continue to seek a solution to the current situation. 

A funding request to Pobal and the DCYA for the service was in process at the time of their 
closure. It is important to note however that the stream of funding under discussion at that time 
was not a direct financial support for the service, and would therefore not have addressed the 
primary issue currently impacting the setting; a critical cash-flow challenge. 

Due to the importance of this service in ensuring sufficient childcare capacity in the area, of-
ficials in my Department are currently working closely with Pobal to fully explore all available 
options. The next step will be for Pobal to discuss a range of options with the service’s Board 
of Management, at a meeting which I understand is scheduled to take place today (1 October 
2019). It is hoped that the Board can agree a range of reforms necessary to bring the service to 
a sustainable footing that will best serve the children and families of the area, and, in so doing, 
to enable appropriate access to further supports from Pobal/DCYA.

01/10/2019WRZ01100Childcare Services Provision

01/10/2019WRZ01200548. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans to 
replace the public services card as a requirement for those applying for the national childcare 
scheme online from October 2019; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39328/19]

01/10/2019WRZ01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The National 
Childcare Scheme has always been designed, such that, when it is fully up and running, applica-
tions will be accepted both online and by post.  A Public Services Card (PSC) and verified My-
GovID account are required to apply online only. The online system will offer a user friendly 
and effective system for parents, whilst offering greater efficiency in the administration and 
costs associated with the operation of a Government scheme. A secure identity verification sys-
tem is required for any such IT system and the Public Services Card and MyGovID offers such 
security in the safeguarding of applicants’ information and the administration of public funding.

Following expert advice regarding the launch of the new Scheme, the online application 
process will be introduced first, followed shortly thereafter by the paper based application pro-
cess. 
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With regard to the report by the Data Protection Commissioner (DPC) into the PSC, the 
Government and the Attorney General have carefully considered the findings of the report, 
including the legal basis for the use of the PSC by specified bodies or persons (such as the 
Minister for Children and Youth Affairs). The Government has agreed to challenge the findings 
of the report, as based on the legal advice received, it does not believe the DPC’s findings are 
correct in law. 

The advice of the Attorney General’s Office is that there is a strong legal basis for the con-
tinued public service wide use of the PSC. 

The Department of Children and Youth Affairs remains committed to delivering the Na-
tional Childcare Scheme as planned and, in so doing, assisting thousands of families to access 
high quality and affordable early learning and care and school age childcare. Over 3.2 million 
of the population already have the card, many of whom it is believed are the parents of young 
children who may be interested in the subsidies available under the National Childcare Scheme. 
Those families already availing of current childcare schemes can remain on these until end of 
August 2020 and, as such, will not require the card.

01/10/2019WRZ01400Childcare Services Data

01/10/2019WRZ01500549. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of children in crèche and childcare; the individual annual subsidy on average per child; the an-
nual subsidy in the sector; the number of preschool children that are not in childcare that are 
being cared for by their parents; the level of financial supports they receive other than children’s 
allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39382/19]

01/10/2019WRZ01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The information 
is as follows:

Number of children in childcare:

CSO data suggests that there are 403,919 children under age 6 living in Ireland.

My Department collates figures on the total number of children in early learning and care 
and school age childcare who are availing of one of my Department’s programmes, which 
include the  universally available programmes Community Childcare Subvention Universal 
(CCSU) and  Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE). The number of children registered 
on each Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA) programme, along with the cost, for 
the 18/19 programme year was as follows:

Programme Call 2018/19 Approved Child Registra-
tions

Total Paid to date €

CCSP 35,514 105,118,527
CCSU 33,780 included in CCSP figure 

above
CCSRT - Transition 432 included in CCSP figure 

above
CCSR  - Resettlement 300 included in CCSP figure 

above
CCS 12,483 32,751,172
ASCC 228 432,440
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Programme Call 2018/19 Approved Child Registra-
tions

Total Paid to date €

CEC (AS) 686 872,797
CEC (PS) 670 1,700,025
CETS 1,929 5,803,419
ECCE 108,189 293,384,153
Total 194,211 440,062,534
   
ECCE PSP* Payments  9,439,029
CCS PSP   Payments  8,566,120
TEC PSP   Payments  609,828
Total PSP   Payments  18,614,976
   
  Total Paid to date € 458,677,510
*Programme Support Payment (PSP) recognises the additional time required of childcare 

providers to complete the administrative work associated with the DCYA funded early learning 
and care and school age childcare programmes.

Individual annual subsidy on average per child:

As a child’s level of attendance and level of service on each targeted programme can vary 
greatly, an average annual subsidy would not be be a good indicator of actual subsidies pay-
able. For example, Child A and B qualify under Band A of the Community Childcare Subven-
tion Plus (CCSP) programme, if Child A attends childcare full time, their payment is €145. If 
child B attends childcare on a half-sessional basis, their payment is €22.50. Both children have 
the  same eligibility, but due to different levels of attendance, their payments vary substantially 
and the levels of service/attendance can change throughout the programme year dependant on 
circumstances. 

The capitation for ECCE varies between €69 and €80 per week per child approximately. 
This indicates an annual subsidy per child of between €2,622 and €3,040.

The CCSU is worth €1040 per annum to children under 3 in full time registered childcare 
and is paid on a pro-rata basis.

The annual subsidy in the sector

The total expenditure on subsidies, capitation or PSP for 2018/2019 programme year 
amounts to €458,677,510. Approx 4500 services availed of this investment.

The number of preschool children that are not in childcare:

Data from Growing Up in Ireland (GUI) reveals the main arrangements for early learning 
and care for pre-school children. See the following Table for details. While parental care is the 
main arrangement for 50% of 3 year olds and 63% of 5 year olds, 95% of this cohort also avail 
of the ECCE programme (3 hours per day, 5 days per week, 38 weeks of the year). There are 
also pre-school aged children enrolled on other early learning and care programmes on a ses-
sional or part-time basis, but parental care remains the main arrangement for them.
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Main ELC ar-
rangements

9 month olds 3 year olds 5 year olds not 
in school 

5 year olds in 
school 

Parental care 62% 50% 63% 64%
Relative care 16% 12% 14% 16%
Childminder/
nanny

12% 12% 14% 11%

Centre-based 
care

11% 27% 10% 9%

In regard to childminding services, whilst it is believed that there may be as many as 19,000 
childminders in Ireland, very few are registered with Tusla and as such able to access to the 
main State funding schemes for early learning and care or school age childcare. Therefore, very 
few childminders have taken part in these programmes. The number of childminders currently 
offering DCYA programmes is set out in the following table:

No.
CCSP 19
TEC/CETS 2
ECCE 25
Total number of DCYA   registered child-
minders

81

The level of financial supports received other than children’s allowance:

Government is committed to supporting parents in caring for young children at home in a 
range of ways, other than the early learning and care and school age childcare supports refer-
enced above.

My Department provides funding for parent and toddler groups to organise activities for 
parents and children in the community to support children’s development through play. Both 
working parents and stay-at-home parents participate.  449 groups were supported in 2018. 

My Department is also developing a new model of parenting services covering key stages 
of child development and taking account of parents and children in a range of contexts and 
parenting relationships. 

More widely across Government, there are various initiatives that support stay-at-home par-
ents. A child benefit payment of €140 per child per month is available for all children. Budget 
2019 announced an increase to the home carer tax credit to €1,500 per year. 

There have also been a number of new measures to support parents to spend time at home 
with children in their early years. Two weeks of paternity leave and benefit for fathers was in-
troduced in 2016. In 2017, there was an extension to maternity leave and benefit to mothers of 
babies born prematurely.  Budget 2019 announced the introduction of a new paid parental leave 
scheme which will be available to both fathers and mothers from later this year.

First 5, a Whole-of-Government Strategy for Babies, Young Children and their Families, 
published in November 2018, includes over 150 actions including a broad range of measures 
to support families given their fundamental importance in shaping children’s experiences and 
outcomes. The First 5 Implementation Plan, published in May, sets out how these actions, many 
of which will benefit stay-at-home parents, will be progressed in the coming three years.

01/10/2019WRZ01700Childcare Services Funding
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01/10/2019WRZ01800550. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 227 and 228 of 19 September 2019, the number of registrations 
of children the total amount of overclaimed funding represents which was identified by Pobal as 
€3.2 million in CCS and €2.5 million in CCSP; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[39419/19]

01/10/2019WRZ01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy will 
be aware that the number of children accessing Government subsidies continues to increase and 
doubled in a four year period, partially driven by the fact that that investment in early learning 
and care and school age childcare has increased by an unprecedented 117% over the last four 
budgets, now totalling €575m per year. My Department has also provided capital funding every 
year to increase capacity in the sector.

The figures presented in the question were provided in response to Parliamentary Question 
No. 227 and 228 of 19 September 2019. Currently, data on the impact of compliance visits are 
not recorded at the level of individual children; instead, this information is recorded on a service 
level and contract level. It is therefore not possible to provide an answer to the Deputy’s ques-
tion relating to the overclaims identified to children registered . However, two important factors 
are important to note.

Firstly, compliance visits should not result in children attending services and accessing sub-
sidies being refused subsidies or services. The DCYA continues to pay services for children 
who are in attendance. In fact, the increased compliance may see the attendance of children 
increase. As stated earlier, twice as many children are being subsidised now as were subsidised 
4-5 years ago. Twice as many childcare places exist, and the average childcare service has 
grown from 33 places in 2014 to 47 in 2019. I would also note that the new IT system built to 
support the National Childcare Scheme will facilitate a greater level of insight into changes in 
the sector and compliance outcomes. 

The rules of the Department’s early learning and care and school age childcare pro-
grammes are very clear: subsidies are paid based on patterns of child attendance. That said, it 
should be emphasised that Pobal, when determining a pattern of attendance during a compliance 
visit, aim to apply the rules in a manner which maximises the subsidy available to the child.  

The attendance rules of the new National Childcare Scheme will seek to reflect the reality 
of children and parents’ lives and the need for services to operate as businesses. The attendance 
rules will reflect a further degree of flexibility whilst honouring the requirement to ensure that 
Exchequer funding is used for the purposes it was intended.

My Department continues to work to support providers who deliver the early learning and 
care and school age childcare programmes. The increased investment in recent years should 
have assisted sustainability significantly. The €19.4m annual Programme Support Payment 
recognises the additional time required of providers to complete the administrative work asso-
ciated with childcare programmes funded by the Department. Compliance visits are critical to 
protect the Exchequer and ensure that finite resources for children and families are used to sup-
port as many children as possible. Any service which experiences financial difficulty following 
a compliance visit is encouraged to access available supports through Pobal’s Case Manage-
ment service and through their local City/County Childcare Committee to address.

01/10/2019WRZ02000Community Care

01/10/2019WRZ02100551. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
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provisions in place for community care homes in County Kilkenny facing a deficit in 2019. 
[39422/19]

01/10/2019WRZ02200552. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if com-
munity care homes are part of Sláinte care. [39423/19]

01/10/2019WRZ02300553. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her 
plans to set up a national fund to help community care homes with the cost of improvements 
and upgrades as a result of HIQA visits. [39424/19]

01/10/2019WRZ02400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 551 to 553, inclusive, together.

I can confirm to the Deputy that as Minister for Children and Youth Affairs responsibility for 
community care homes does not fall under my remit. These questions might be more appropri-
ate to the Department of Health.

01/10/2019WRZ02700Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

01/10/2019WRZ02800554. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
status of the implementation of the recommendations from the first report of the Collaborative 
Forum of Former Residents of Mother and Baby Homes published in April 2019 with particu-
lar reference to the progress made on those recommendations related to health and well-being 
supports. [39428/19]

01/10/2019WRZ02900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): When Govern-
ment approved the publication of the recommendations from the first report of the Collabora-
tive Forum of former residents of Mother and Baby Homes on 16th April, it also agreed to 
progress a number of related measures. 

Chief amongst these was a necessity for a comprehensive analysis of all of the Forum’s 
recommendations. Individual Departments are required to analyse the policy, resource and leg-
islative implications relevant to their respective Departments. This is a complex exercise given 
the scope and ambitious nature of many of the recommendations. Once this initial analysis and 
assessment is complete, my Department will further co-ordinate the responses received. It is my 
intention to review progress in this regard, and to convene an interdepartmental meeting with 
relevant Departments in the coming weeks. 

Regarding recommendations that fall within the remit of the Department of Children and 
Youth Affairs (DCYA), work has already commenced on the detailed scoping necessary to 
implement a number of the Forum’s recommendations including the proposed commemoration, 
memorialisation, research on language and terminology measures and considerations relevant 
to the Adoption (Information and Tracing) Bill, 2016.

Following the publication of the Collaborative Forum’s recommendations, my colleague the 
Minister for Health convened a working group to develop specific proposals for a package of 
health and well-being supports. My officials are participating in this work and I understand that 
there have been six meetings to date, with a final meeting being held this week. This process is 
intended to facilitate considerations within the estimates process for Budget 2020.

01/10/2019WRZ03000Child and Family Agency
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01/10/2019WRZ03100555. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her atten-
tion has been drawn to legal action being pursued by Tusla against a company (details supplied) 
based on the material gathered during a programme aired in July 2019; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [39466/19]

01/10/2019WRZ03200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
has been informed about current investigations into serious allegations within the early learning 
and care settings in question. In relation to this case, Tusla has assured me that all appropriate 
investigations are being carried out in line with procedures, within the shortest possible time-
frames, and that the Department will be kept informed of further developments on an ongoing 
basis. 

 Given the risk of prejudicing legal proceedings, neither I nor Tusla, which is the indepen-
dent statutory regulator of early years services, can provide any further detail in relation to an 
ongoing case.  

As the statutory regulator, Tusla exercises its regulatory powers to respond to continuous 
and serious breaches of regulations within its remit while respecting fair procedures and natural 
justice.

There are approximately 4,500 Tusla-registered early learning and care and school-age 
childcare services operating in Ireland. Tusla has given assurances that there is a high level of 
compliance with regulations across the country, as can be seen in the inspection reports Tusla 
publishes each year. Tusla carried out some 2,513 inspections in 2018.

01/10/2019WRZ03300Childcare Services Funding

01/10/2019WRZ03400556. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the level of 
funding paid to a company (details supplied) in Dublin in 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, and 
to each of its centres, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39468/19]

01/10/2019WRZ03500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): There are four 
childcare services operating under the name referred to by the Deputy.

The level of funding paid from 2016 to date is outlined in the table below. Minus figures 
in the table represent funding which each location received but was subsequently paid back to 
Pobal. 

The funding provided, other than approximately €12,000 for the Access and Inclusion Mod-
el (AIM) and Capital, was to provide the free preschool programme (ECCE) to children and to 
reduce the costs of childcare to parents eligible for the CCS, CCSP and TEC programmes.

No funding has been paid to Location D to date. 

Funding by Programme call from 2015/2016 to 2019/2020:

Programme 
Call

Location A Location B Location C Location D Total

AIM Level 7 
2016-2017

  3,120.00   3,120.00 

CCS 2016-
2017

 13,420.00  36,234.00  49,654.00 
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Programme 
Call

Location A Location B Location C Location D Total

CCSP 2017-
2018

100,742.00  42,686.00  118,165.00 261,593.00 

CCSP 2018-
2019

 72,702.00  10,976.00  81,493.00                      
-   

165,171.00 

CCSP 2019-
2020 to date

   3,488.00    1,536.00     5,024.00 

CCSP 2016-
2017

   6,113.00   2,120.00     8,233.00 

ECCE 2015-
2016

  -1,109.60  -1,168.00    -2,277.60 

ECCE 2016-
2017

  55,637.70  58,084.20  58,037.10 171,759.00 

ECCE 2017-
2018

  48,581.40  67,606.32  60,075.30 176,263.02 

ECCE 2018-
2019

  39,653.64  72,314.76  57,201.69 169,170.09 

ECCE 2019-
2020 to date

   3,980.40   7,341.60   11,322.00 

Early Years 
Capital 2015 
- Strand 4

     500.00      500.00      487.24     1,487.24 

NCS Capital 
2019

  1,000.00   1,000.00   1,000.00     3,000.00 

School Aged 
Capital 2017 
Strand C

  4,459.00     4,459.00 

TEC - 
(ASCC) 
2015-2016

 10,770.00    10,770.00 

TEC - 
(ASCC) 
2016-2017

 10,494.00    10,494.00 

TEC - 
(ASCC) 
2017-2018

  3,792.00      3,792.00 

TEC 
-  (CETS) 
2015-2016

  11,455.00   22,910.00  21,130.00     55,495.00 

TEC 
-  (CETS) 
2016-2017

  11,426.00  27,433.00     38,859.00 

TEC 
-  (CETS) 
2017-2018

   6,119.00  22,550.00     28,669.00 
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Programme 
Call

Location A Location B Location C Location D Total

TEC 
-  (CETS) 
2018-2019

   9,802.00  25,826.00     35,628.00 

TEC - (CE-
CAS) 2017-
2018

  2,268.00       2,268.00 

TEC - (CE-
CAS) 2018-
2019

     225.00          225.00 

TEC -  (CE-
CPS) 2015-
2016

  4,800.00       4,800.00 

TEC -  (CE-
CPS) 2016-
2017

  4,320.00  1,680.00       6,000.00 

TEC -  (CE-
CPS) 2017-
2018

  1,776.00  4,416.00       6,192.00 

TEC -  (CE-
CPS) 2018-
2019

 2,704.00       2,704.00 

Grand Total  397,526.54  284,954.88 551,392.33 1,233,873.75 

01/10/2019WRZ03600Child Abuse

01/10/2019WRZ03700557. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if there are 
persons accused of historical child sex abuse who have worked or volunteered for agencies that 
have received State funding; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39469/19]

01/10/2019WRZ03800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Investigation of 
historical child sex abuse is a matter for An Garda Síochána which falls under the remit of my 
colleague the Minister for Justice and Equality. The recruitment and selection of volunteers and 
workers is also an operational matter for agencies.

Notwithstanding this, the Children First Act 2015 provides for a number of key child protec-
tion measures. In this context, the Act places a number of statutory obligations on organisations 
providing relevant services to children. These obligations apply to agencies under the aegis of 
my Department and include:

- keeping children safe from harm while they are availing of the service;

- carrying out a risk assessment; and,

- preparing a child safeguarding statement which sets out the policies and procedures which 
are in place to mitigate these risks.

The National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Acts 2012 to 2016, which 
also fall under the remit of my colleague the Minister for Justice and Equality, provide a legisla-
tive basis for the mandatory vetting of persons who wish to undertake certain work or activities 
relating to children or vulnerable persons or to provide certain services to children or vulnerable 
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persons.

01/10/2019WRZ03900Early Childhood Care and Education

01/10/2019WRZ04000558. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of early years services that Tusla has applied conditions to upon granting their registration 
or re-registration by county, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[39470/19]

01/10/2019WRZ04100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the in-
dependent statutory regulator, are nearing the end of the first period of registration for those 
providers that were registered since the introduction of the Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years) 
Regulations 2016. Services were initially registered via the statutory declaration process in-
troduced in 2016. Registration cycles are prescribed by legislation for a period of three years. 
Three months prior to expiration, providers are required to renew their registration via applica-
tion. Conditions apply to a cycle of registration and cannot automatically be carried over into a 
new registration cycle. It is incumbent upon the provider to comply with their conditions when 
applied so that they can be removed. Services will be assessed to determine compliance with 
conditions and it is policy to refer contravention of conditions to enforcement. 

Conditions are attached to a services registration for various reasons. Such conditions are 
reviewed on an on-going basis and many have specific time frames attached as set out below:

- Where a provider has not addressed a noncompliance which impacts the safety of children

- Where there is a high level of noncompliance found on inspection

- To limit the number of children attending due to over crowding identified on inspection

- To limit the age profile as the facilities are not suitable

- To limit the type of service provided eg from full day care to sessional provision.

Tusla inspection reports and the register of early years services outline any conditions in 
place and this information is available on the Tusla website.

There are approximately 4,500 early years services registered with Tusla, all of which are 
inspected on a regular basis and in response to risks, including conditions attached. The infor-
mation on number of services with conditions is not available on a county basis, but is provided 
below on the basis of the Inspectorate’s eight regions, with information as of the end of August 
2019.

Region/No. of Services with Conditions

Dublin South 88

Dublin North 113

Dublin & North East 120

Mid-Leinster 67

Mid-West 32

North West 35
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South East 57

South West 83

Total 595

The conditions on all services are currently under review in preparation for the renewal of 
registrations, which will be completed by the end of this year. This process is likely to result in 
a decrease in the number of services with conditions attached.

01/10/2019WRZ04200Child and Family Agency

01/10/2019WRZ04300559. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the length 
of time Tusla has been working on a memorandum of understanding with An Garda Síochána; 
when it is due to be finalised; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39471/19]

01/10/2019WRZ04400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Officials in my 
Department are currently compiling the information as requested by the Deputy. This informa-
tion will be supplied to the Deputy in no later than 10 working days. I have asked my officials 
to follow up on this to ensure delivery as a matter of urgency.

01/10/2019WRZ04500Child and Family Agency

01/10/2019WRZ04600560. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if Tusla has 
developed an internal risk rating system for use by the early years inspectorate when assessing 
early years services; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39472/19]

01/10/2019WRZ04700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla employs 
a risk rating system for all early years services which informs inspection scheduling and levels 
of oversight and scrutiny of a service.  All services are assigned a risk rating according to the 
criteria set out below.  

Critical: A service categorised as critical has been escalated to the National Registration 
and Enforcement Panel, either because of concerns about the level of non-compliance with 
regulations, or because an unregistered service has refused to close and Tusla is advancing to a 
prosecution of the service. 

High: A service categorised as high is under deliberation and management by the National 
Registration and Enforcement Panel and has not advanced to a commencement of removal or 
a prosecution. 

Medium: A service categorised as medium has conditions attached to registration which 
relate to non-compliance with the regulations. 

Low: A service is categorised as low where no significant concerns exist.   

A “critical” status on Tusla’s risk register implies a high and intensive level of scrutiny by 
Tusla. It does not imply that children attending these services are at risk or should be removed 
from the services. 

It is essential to note that where there is evidence of a serious risk to children, Tusla bring 
this to the attention of the Social Work services, in which instance parents are informed. This is 
a requirement under the Children First Act.
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01/10/2019WRZ04800Child and Family Agency

01/10/2019WRZ04900561. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of instances of unsolicited information having been received by Tusla that were rated as critical 
or high; the number of these triggered an inspection by county, in tabular form; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [39473/19]

01/10/2019WRZ05000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): All unsolicited 
information received by Tusla is risk rated as low, medium, high or critical.  The risk rating 
and other available information will determine the response.  In the case of high and critical 
ratings an immediate inspection may be triggered or other proportionate regulatory responses 
may occur. 

It is not possible to provide the requested figures as to do so could result in the identification 
of specific services engaged in ongoing inspection and/or enforcement proceedings with Tusla.

It is important as the Independent statutory regulator for the Early Learning and Care sec-
tor that Tusla exercises its regulatory powers to respond to continuous and serious breaches of 
regulations within its remit while respecting fair procedures and natural justice.

01/10/2019WRZ05100Child and Family Agency Data

01/10/2019WRZ05200562. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number and location of hostels or emergency hostel-style accommodation approved by Tusla 
for the placement of children; the number, age and length of stay of children currently in such 
accommodation in tabular form; the number, age and length of stay of children in such accom-
modation in 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; the reason for the placement of 
children in such accommodation; the procedures in place for ensuring the safety of children 
living in such accommodation; the educational and social supports available to children in such 
accommodation; her plans to provide funding for 24-hour services as part of such accommoda-
tion; her views on the appropriateness of such accommodation provision; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [39467/19]

01/10/2019WRZ05300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have been 
advised by Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, that it does not provide hostel or hostel type 
accommodation for children in care. Emergency residential placements are provided by Tusla 
in Tusla run residential centres and in residential care run in the voluntary and p sector in line 
with the Child Care Act 1991. There is no definition of a hostel under the 1991 Child Care Act.

From time to time an emergency placement may be required for a young person already in 
care whose current placement is no longer sustainable or for a young person coming into the 
care of Tusla for the first time.  These placements are either in registered private and voluntary 
children’s centres or in a Tusla run centre which is inspected by HIQA.  In emergency situations 
where a  placement is required Tusla’s placement team,  in conjunction with the child’s social 
worker, review all available options including emergency short term foster placement or an 
emergency residential centre such as Lefroy House in Dublin. These placements are short term, 
and based on a plan to a return to a previous care setting or to a new placement in an alterna-
tive setting. I have asked Tusla to provide information directly to the Deputy on the number of 
children cared for in Lefroy House for the years requested and their funding arrangements with 
this centre. 

Children in care should have a Care Plan that covers all aspects of their care, including 
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educational and social support.  Each centre will then in turn have a placement plan to work 
towards meeting the needs as identified and detailed on the child’s individual care plan. 

01/10/2019WRZ05400Domestic Violence Refuges Provision

01/10/2019WRZ05500563. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of adults and children in Tusla-funded domestic violence refuges in 2017. [39477/19]

01/10/2019WRZ05600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency provides funding and coordination supports to some 59 organisations that 
deliver a range of services for victims of domestic, sexual and gender based violence through-
out the country.

I have requested Tusla to respond directly to the Deputy with regard to the specific informa-
tion required in relation to number of adults and children in Tusla funded domestic violence 
refuges in 2017.

01/10/2019WRZ05700Childcare Services Provision

01/10/2019WRZ05800564. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the ef-
forts made since 2016 and which continue to be made to make childcare more affordable to 
employed parents; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39478/19]

01/10/2019WRZ05900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In recent years, 
I have secured significant additional investment aimed at delivering more accessible, afford-
able, high quality, early learning and care and school age childcare.

In September 2017, I introduced an increase in the existing childcare supports available 
for parents on lower incomes.  These increases were substantial, with targeted subsidy rates 
increasing by up to 50%.  Parents who qualify for these subsidies can now avail of up to €145 
towards their childcare costs per child per week.  I also introduced a universal subsidy for chil-
dren up to three years of age, worth up to €1040 per year.

These measures were introduced as a means of fast-tracking some of the benefits of the 
National Childcare Scheme which is due to be introduced later this year. 

I have also ensured the expansion of the ECCE programme so that children are now eligible 
for a full two years of the programme from the time they turn 2 years and 8 months. Whilst pri-
marily an early education initiative, the ECCE scheme is estimated to save parents using early 
learning and care services approximately €5000 per child, over the course of the two years. 

A range of measures I have taken have increased capacity in the sector. These include an-
nual capital grants to increase the number of early learning and care and school age childcare 
places. The numbers of places has doubled since 2014.  A number of other initiatives have seen 
investment in services to assist them in covering their overhead costs and not having to pass 
these on to parents. For example, a 7% increase in the ECCE capitation in September 2017, 
and €19.4m in Programme Support Payments annually to service owners to acknowledge the 
administrative workload associated with Government schemes.

Through the National Childcare Scheme and a range of other measures, I am committed to 
changing Ireland’s childcare system from one of the most expensive in the world to one of the 
very best. In designing the National Childcare Scheme, extensive research and consultations 
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have been carried out to ensure that this goal is achieved and that the Scheme can help as many 
families as possible.   

The National Childcare Scheme will greatly increase the number of families who can access 
financial support. The Scheme removes many of the restrictive eligibility requirements of the 
existing support programmes, whereby a parent must be in receipt of certain Social Protection 
payments or a Medical Card in order to receive targeted supports. In this way, it aims to com-
bat the poverty traps which may exist within the existing schemes, and to make work pay for 
parents. 

By making this shift and by tangibly reducing the cost of quality childcare, the Scheme aims 
to improve children’s outcomes, support lifelong learning, make work pay and reduce child 
poverty. It is also designed to have a positive impact on gender equality in relation to labour 
market participation and employment opportunities.

The Scheme has already been enhanced to expand the benefits for working families. As part 
of Budget 2019, the qualifying income thresholds were substantially raised.

The significant increase in the Scheme’s maximum net income threshold from €47,000 
to €60,000 per annum enables some families with a gross income of €100,000 to qualify for 
income-related subsidies.  It means that an estimated 7,500 more children will benefit from the 
scheme relative to the original proposals.  Over 40,000 other children, already eligible, will see 
increases to their subsidies.

I am also very pleased that I have managed to adjust the lower income threshold, meaning 
that maximum subsidy rates will now be paid to all families with a net annual income of up 
to €26,000 (up from €22,700).  This ‘poverty proofs’ the Scheme by ensuring that families at 
or below the relative income poverty line will benefit from the very highest subsidy rates under 
the scheme. 

Over the last four budgets, investment in childcare has risen by nearly 117%.  I acknowl-
edge that more investment will be needed.  Historic under-investment in early learning and 
care has created a situation that has no quick solution.  The new National Childcare Scheme 
will establish a sustainable platform to enable us to continue investing for years to come.  The 
Scheme is designed to be flexible, allowing income thresholds, maximum hours and subsidy 
rates to be adjusted in line with Government decisions and as more investment becomes avail-
able.  As such, the Scheme is fundamental to delivering quality, accessible, affordable childcare 
to families throughout Ireland. The National Childcare Scheme, alongside ECCE, and a host of 
other initiatives underway will make high quality services more accessible and more affordable 
for parents in Ireland.

01/10/2019WRAA00200Childcare Services Staff

01/10/2019WRAA00300565. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
efforts she is making towards improving pay and condition for childcare staff; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [39479/19]

01/10/2019WRAA00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The most recent 
data, released last week, indicates that the average hourly pay in early learning and care and 
school-age childcare is now €12.55, a 3% increase on last year. Low pay and poor working con-
ditions in the sector remain a serious concern and impact on the quality of provision to children 
through their effect on the recruitment and retention of qualified staff. The lack of consistency 
of care due to high staff turnover levels impacts directly on quality, and low wages are a con-
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straint on plans to upskill the workforce. My support for improved pay and conditions for early 
learning and care practitioners has been explicit, as their role is critical to supporting children’s 
development and delivering better child outcomes.

Over the past 4 budgets the level of public investment in early learning and care and school-
age childcare services has increased by 117%. The level of investment needs to continue to rise 
if we are to offer services that are of high quality, affordable and accessible. However, increased 
investment by itself will not ensure staff wages and conditions will improve.

As the State is not the employer, my Department does not pay the wages of staff working in 
early learning and care settings, and I cannot set wage levels or determine working conditions 
for these staff.

I am, however, doing all that is in my power to improve wages and working conditions in 
the sector.

I have repeatedly called for the sector to pursue a Sectoral Employment Order, which offers 
a viable mechanism to establish appropriate wage levels. Under the terms of industrial relations 
legislation, for the process of establishing a Sectoral Employment Order to begin, the bodies 
starting the process must satisfy the Labour Court that they are “substantially representative” of 
either the workers or the employers in the sector. I can assure the Deputy that my Department 
will readily co-operate with a Sectoral Employment Order process when it is under way. 

In the interim, I have introduced a range of measures to support employers to improve pay 
and conditions. These include a 7% increase in ECCE capitation in 2018; higher capitation 
payments for graduates and Inclusion Coordinators; annual Programme Support Payments to 
recognise administrative demands; support for school-age childcare which will make it easier to 
offer full-time employment contracts; and a pilot measure to fund participation in CPD.

I have set out my vision for the sector, and a roadmap to achieve it, in First 5, which con-
tains a commitment to develop a Workforce Development Plan. This Plan, work on which 
began recently, will identify measures to ensure appropriate numbers of early learning and care 
and school-age childcare staff at all levels in the sector, to achieve a graduate-led workforce 
by 2028, and to raise the profile of careers in the sector. As part of this work, a series of public 
consultations will be carried out involving those working in the sector and other stakeholders. 
Plans for the consultation process will be finalised in the coming weeks. First 5 also commits to 
develop a new funding model for the sector, which may open up new mechanisms to influence 
pay and conditions in the sector.

01/10/2019WRAA00500Departmental Staff Remuneration

01/10/2019WRAA00600566. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of staff employed by her Department that earn less than the living wage of €12.30 per 
hour. [39598/19]

01/10/2019WRAA00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the Deputy 
may be aware, any adjustments to the salaries of public and civil servants are set out in the Pub-
lic Service Stability Agreement (PSSA) 2018-2020.   

A suggested living wage of €12.30 per hour would equate to an annual salary of €27,758.  

Based on a standard civil service working week of 43.25 hours, there are currently 24 staff 
employed in my Department in this category. 
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Details of the application of adjustments to civil service pay in accordance with the Public 
Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 are available on www.circulars.gov.ie.

01/10/2019WRAA00800Child and Family Agency Data

01/10/2019WRAA00900567. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of social workers employed by Tusla in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019; 
the number of agency staff hired as social workers; the amount spent on staff and agency staff, 
respectively; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39723/19]

01/10/2019WRAA01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I wish to advise 
that my Officials have asked Tusla to respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

01/10/2019WRAA01100Childcare Services Data

01/10/2019WRAA01200568. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the length 
of time each of the 37 créches deemed as critical by Tusla have been classed as such; the length 
of time each of these créches has been working its way through the regulation process, from 
inspection stage through to national registration panel and onto enforcement stage; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [39724/19]

01/10/2019WRAA01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): There are ap-
proximately 4,500 Tusla registered early learning and care and school-age childcare services 
operating in Ireland. Tusla has assured me that there is a high level of compliance with regula-
tions across the country. 

Services that are under review by Tusla’s National Registration and Enforcement Panel are 
subject to a high and intensive level of scrutiny by Tusla. This does not imply that children at-
tending these services are at risk or should be removed from the services.

It is essential to note that where there is evidence of a serious risk to children, Tusla bring 
this to the attention of the social work services, in which instance parents are informed. 

It is usual practice that the majority of services under review by the National Registration 
and Enforcement Panel make the necessary improvements to the standards of care and are then 
de-escalated from this level of concern. 

Services may be escalated to the National Registration and Enforcement Panel for the fol-
lowing reasons:

- for proposed removal due to the level of persistent breaches of the regulations or condi-
tions attached;

- where an unauthorised service refuses to close;

- for refusal of new registration, as the application has not met the minimum criteria of the 
registration process or it is identified that the premises are unsuitable;

- where unsolicited information has been risk rated as critical;

- where a serious incident has been notified to Tusla;

- where further deliberation is requested from the senior case manager. 
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It is not possible to comment on individual services that are subject to regulatory or pros-
ecutorial enforcement actions as this may limit or prejudice the process, which would not be in 
the best interest of children and families. 

The number of services at “critical” status is continually changing as some services come 
off the list and others come on to it. Of the 37 services highlighted at the Joint Oireachtas Com-
mittee, a significant number have already made the necessary improvements to the standards of 
care required and have been - or are to be - de-escalated.

01/10/2019WRAA01400Child and Family Agency Remit

01/10/2019WRAA01500569. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she is 
considering the introduction of immediate powers of closure as a tool for Tusla for its inspec-
tion of early years services; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39725/19]

01/10/2019WRAA01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla was given 
significant additional powers in 2016, including the power to maintain a register of early years 
services; the power to deregister a service without going through the Courts; and the power to 
attach conditions to the registration of a service.  

Following the RTÉ broadcast (Behind Closed Doors) at the end of July, I wrote to the Chair-
person of Tusla to ask what additional powers Tusla might need in order to address concerns 
raised within the programme. The Chairperson of Tusla wrote back to me in August, setting out 
a range of additional powers that might be provided to Tusla. 

Officials in my Department are now examining these and other options, some of which 
may require primary legislation and/or amendment of Regulations. I have asked my officials to 
move as quickly as possible, but I recognise that there are complex legal issues involved which 
may take time to address. 

Powers to close a service immediately are being considered among a range of powers in-
cluding mechanisms to inform parents of inspection findings at an earlier stage, to require 
services to display prominently their inspection status, and to alert parents in relation to the 
operation of unregistered services.

In addition, officials in my Department are engaged in on-going discussions with Tusla’s 
Early Years Inspectorate about the potential for enhancement of its operating procedures with 
a view to minimising time-delays as far as is possible, while respecting fair procedures and 
natural justice.

01/10/2019WRAA01700Childcare Services Funding

01/10/2019WRAA01800570. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further 
to her statements in Dáil Éireann on 28 May 2019 (details supplied), the area in which the 
additional €50 million planned to increase capacity in the childcare system is accounted for 
within budget 2019 as stated by her in view of the fact that the expenditure allocations outlined 
for 2019 and 2020 for her Department do not indicate such a funding increase is provided for 
within the scope of budget 2019; and if she plans to seek the additional funding through the 
remit of Budget 2020. [39744/19]

01/10/2019WRAA01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The National 
Childcare Scheme is a new, national scheme of financial support to help parents with the cost of 
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quality childcare. The development of the Scheme is a significant move forward in delivering 
quality, accessible, affordable childcare to families throughout Ireland.

Budget 2019 announced changes to the income thresholds that will operate as part of the 
National Childcare Scheme when it is introduced later this year.

Under the scheme’s original policy proposals, income-based subsidies would have been 
available to all families with a net annual income of up to €47,500.  This threshold was in-
creased by 26% to cover all families with a net annual income of up to €60,000.  The scheme’s 
lower income threshold was also adjusted upwards, meaning that maximum subsidy rates will 
now be paid to all families with a net annual income of up to €26,000 (the previous proposed 
threshold stood at €22,700).  These increased thresholds will mean that many more families will 
benefit from the new National Childcare Scheme once launched, and will see their childcare 
costs tangibly reduce.

The €50 million referenced by the Deputy refers to the increase in full-year costs of the 
Scheme in 2020 generated by the Budget 2019 changes. The Government was aware of and had 
factored in the 2020 full-year cost when it approved the enhancements to the National Childcare 
Scheme in Budget 2019. The Estimates process for 2020 is the appropriate mechanism to ad-
dress 2020 costs.

The National Childcare Scheme has been designed to be flexible, with income thresholds, 
maximum hours and subsidy rates which can be adjusted in line with Government decisions and 
as investment becomes available.  As such, it establishes a sustainable platform for investment 
in early learning and care and school age childcare for years to come. 

The investment referred to in the question addresses affordability for parents. Capacity in 
the system has doubled in recent years with twice as many early learning and care and school 
age childcare places available in centred based services. This has been supported by the 117% 
increase in investment over the last 4 budgets, including annual capital schemes to incentivise 
the creation of new places. The draft Childminding Action Plan currently being consulted on 
nationally also aims to increase capacity in the home based sector.

01/10/2019WRAA02000Capital Expenditure Programme

01/10/2019WRAA02100571. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
final agreed tender price, the date of the tender for the contract and the final overall amount 
paid and the date of the final payment in respect of each capital expenditure project completed 
since 1 January 2014 by her Department or an agency under the remit of her Department and 
which ended up costing €10 million or more in tabular form; the reason the final amount paid 
exceeded the final tender price; the details available in respect of projects in which construction 
is not complete to date or in which the final settlement account has not been agreed to date; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [39918/19]

01/10/2019WRAA02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The information 
requested is currently being collated within my Department and I will respond directly to the 
Deputy as soon as this is completed.  

01/10/2019WRAA02300Community Services Programme Funding

01/10/2019WRAA02400572. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if his 
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attention has been drawn to the threat to the viability of a centre (details supplied) which pro-
vides vital community services such as créche facilities and youth projects; if assistance will be 
provided to the community centre to cover the cost of essential fire safety and structural reme-
dial works and to continue to operate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39539/19]

01/10/2019WRAA02500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I am aware of 
the current situation in Huntstown Community Centre and I know how important the centre is 
to the community there.  

Community facilities are funded from a range of different sources across different Govern-
ment Departments and agencies.  The supports provided by my Department help people to 
participate in the development of their communities and also provide funding to improve com-
munity facilities.  

For example, my Department has provided funding of €184,264 to Huntstown Commu-
nity Centre  in 2019 under the Community Services Programme (CSP).  The CSP currently 
supports more than 400 community organisations to provide local services through a social en-
terprise model.  Funding is provided as a fixed annual contribution to the cost of a manager and 
an agreed number of full-time equivalent positions. In total, the CSP has allocated €552,792 to 
this centre from 2018 to the end of 2020.

Separately, my Department funds the Community Enhancement Programme which helps 
community groups to improve facilities in their area.  In 2018 the Huntstown Community Cen-
tre received €3,500 towards building upgrades.  

I understand that Fingal County Council, is aware of the fire safety issues with Huntstown 
Community Centre, which is owned by the local community.  The Council is arranging to meet 
with the Centre Manager and local Councillors to explore what supports can be offered.

01/10/2019WRAA02600LEADER Programmes Funding

01/10/2019WRAA02700573. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
consideration will be given to the LEADER groups in south west and northern areas of County 
Cork when distributing the additional funding of €5 million to LEADER areas (details sup-
plied). [39644/19]

01/10/2019WRAA02800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): On 8th July 
last I announced plans to distribute €5 million in additional LEADER funding. The additional 
funding will be distributed amongst the top 10 performing Local Action Groups (LAGs) that 
are most advanced in their delivery of the LEADER Programme.

The funding will be allocated to the LAGs with the highest level of project approvals and 
project payments relative to the budget approved in their Local Development Strategies.  The 
successful LAGs will be selected on the basis of their combined level of project approvals and 
payments as at 20th   September 2019.  All LAGs have been notified of these criteria.

Each successful LAG will receive the same top-up amount, subject to a maximum of 
€500,000. 

My officials are finalising their analysis of the position in each LAG area as at 20th   Sep-
tember, and I will be announcing the successful recipients shortly. 

The current LEADER programme effectively became operational in the second half of 2016, 
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following the signing of Funding Agreements with the majority of the LAGs who deliver the 
programme. In determining the Local Action Group allocations at the start of the programme, 
a number objective criteria were used, including a minimum base-line allocation, population 
density and a Resource Allocation Model.

The original funding allocation to the three LAGs in County Cork was in excess of €13.9 
million.

01/10/2019WRAA02900Men’s Sheds

01/10/2019WRAA03000574. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment if he will consider providing funding of €1,000,000 over a three year period to an asso-
ciation (details supplied); if he will consider a multi-departmental approach to the awarding of 
such funding; if his attention has been drawn to the benefits that would accrue from this small 
investment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39663/19]

01/10/2019WRAA03100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Men’s Sheds 
have become central to some 400 communities throughout Ireland. They provide an invaluable 
service, strengthening communities by bringing people together and helping to tackle social 
isolation.  My Department provides a broad range of supports to the Irish Men’s Sheds Associa-
tion and its members. 

The Irish Men’s Sheds Association is funded under the current iteration of the Scheme to 
Support National Organisations (SSNO). The SSNO is a key element of my Department’s sup-
port for the role of the Community and Voluntary sector in contributing to the development 
of a strong and vibrant civil society.  The Irish Men’s Sheds Association has been allocated 
€269,998 over the 36 month period of the scheme.   

My Department also provides support directly to the member sheds of Irish Men’s Sheds 
Association.  Under the 2018 Community Enhancement Programme, I ring fenced €500,000 for 
grant funding for these groups.  Each shed that applied was grant aided.  The same amount was 
ring fenced for Men’s and Women’s Sheds in 2019.   

The Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP) provided support to 
125 Men’s Sheds and 13 grants totaling €12,520 to Men’s Sheds groups to date in 2019.   

The LEADER 2014-2020 Programme continues to support the development of Men’s 
Sheds, with 4 projects totaling €54,622 being approved in 2019. 

It is clear that my Department already provides a wide range of financial supports for Men’s 
Sheds.  There are no plans to increase this funding to the level referenced by the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRAA03200Action Plan for Rural Development Implementation

01/10/2019WRAA03300575. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
progress on the pilot scheme to encourage residential occupancy in rural towns and villages as 
committed to under the Action Plan for Rural Development; the funding allocated to each local 
authority participating to engage with communities and local businesses to identify practical 
solutions to increase the number of persons living in rural towns; and the amount drawn down 
to date by each local authority. [39709/19]

01/10/2019WRAA03400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Action 
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Plan for Rural Development included a commitment to develop a pilot scheme to encourage in-
creased residential occupancy in rural towns and villages.  I launched this initiative last October 
and announced that six towns had been invited to participate in the initial pilot.  The 6 towns 
which were included in the pilot are:

1. Boyle, Co Roscommon

2. Callan, Co Kilkenny

3. Ballinrobe, Co Mayo

4. Banagher, Co Offaly

5. Castleblayney, Co Monaghan 

6. Cappoquin, Co Waterford

Funding of up to €100,000 each is being made available to these towns to develop proposals 
to encourage town centre living.  To date, €75,000 has been drawn down by each Local Author-
ity involved. This funding is being used by the Local Authorities to engage with communities 
and local businesses to identify practical solutions to increase the number of people living in 
their town centres.  

Representatives from each of the participating towns meet collectively on a regular basis to 
discuss the issues that are emerging from their work on the pilot initiative.  It is envisaged that 
the lessons learned through this pilot can help to inform the approach to supporting and invest-
ing in rural towns and villages in the future and lead to the development of more substantive 
proposals for funding from the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund. 

01/10/2019WRAA03500Capital Expenditure Programme

01/10/2019WRAA03600576. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the final agreed tender price, the date of the tender for the contract and the final overall amount 
paid and the date of the final payment in respect of each capital expenditure project completed 
since 1 January 2014 by his Department or an agency under the remit of his Department and 
which ended up costing €10 million or more in tabular form; the reason the final amount paid 
exceeded the final tender price; the details available in respect of projects in which construction 
is not complete to date or in which the final settlement account has not been agreed to date; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39930/19]

01/10/2019WRAA03700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment, which was established in 2017, utilises capital funding to promote rural and community 
development and support sustainable communities. 

The majority of capital funding is routed through Local Authorities who directly deliver 
projects utilising this funding.

I can confirm that my Department, and the agencies under my remit, have not directly pro-
cured or delivered any capital project which ended up costing €10 million or more in the period 
in question. 

01/10/2019WRAA03800Carer’s Allowance Appeals
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01/10/2019WRAA03900577. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [39327/19]

01/10/2019WRAA04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an application for carer’s allowance by the 
person concerned was disallowed by the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion on 19 March 2019.  An appeal by the person concerned was registered in the Social Welfare 
Appeals Office on 8 May 2019.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the rel-
evant Departmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  These papers were returned to the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 4 September 2019.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office has also advised me that this appeal has been referred to 
an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Appeals Officer has been advised 
of the Deputy’s query herein.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRAA04100Employment Support Services

01/10/2019WRAA04200578. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
her plans to introduce an employment support scheme for the most adversely affected sectors 
following Brexit; and if so, when she will announce the criteria for same. [39566/19]

01/10/2019WRAA04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Department’s jobseekers scheme can provide for the provision of income support for jobseekers 
whose number of working days are reduced by employers arising from difficult trading condi-
tions or the need, for example, to scale back production for various reasons.   This can help 
employers maintain flexibility during periods of temporary economic downturn, without resort-
ing to permanent lay-offs, and such arrangements have been used extensively in Ireland in the 
past.  During the period 2008-2010, approximately 40,000 individuals availed of the Systematic 
Short-Time scheme, which is thought to have been a major factor in ensuring that unemploy-
ment did not increase as rapidly as initially predicted.

This presents an opportunity for employers to retain skilled labour, in a reduced capacity, 
thus avoiding the need to recruit once the economic situation improves. 

Short-time work arrangements in Ireland operate under the Systematic Short-Time (SST) 
programme, as part of the Jobseeker’s Benefit /Jobseekers Allowance scheme.  The scheme is 
designed for use in situations where an employee’s working hours are reduced by their em-
ployer on a temporary basis. 

Any proposed changes or expansions to the existing scheme(s) would need to be considered 
in the overall policy and budgetary context. 

01/10/2019WRAA04400Community Employment Schemes Supervisors
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01/10/2019WRAA04500579. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the position regarding the 2008 Labour Court recommendation regarding pensions for 
community employment scheme supervisors; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[39787/19]

01/10/2019WRAA04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I am 
currently engaging with representatives of CE supervisors and assistant supervisors to discuss 
issues arising following the 2008 Labour Court Recommendation.  All parties to the engage-
ment process have agreed that the detail of the discussions should remain confidential while the 
engagement is ongoing and I would ask Deputies to respect these wishes and allow the talks to 
continue free from speculation which might prove unhelpful. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRAA04700Carer’s Allowance Applications

01/10/2019WRAA04800580. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if a decision will be expedited on a carer’s allowance application by a person (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39277/19]

01/10/2019WRAA04900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 17 April 2019. Addi-
tional information in relation to the person’s application was requested by a deciding officer.

A person can be considered to be providing full-time care and attention where they are en-
gaged in employment, self-employment or on training courses outside the home for a maximum 
of 15 hours per week, provided that they can show to the satisfaction of a deciding officer that 
adequate care has been provided for the care recipient in their absence.

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding of-
ficer decided that although a certain level of care was being provided the level involved did not 
amount to full-time care. 

The person concerned was notified on 25 September 2019 of this decision, the reason for it 
and of her right of review and appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.   

01/10/2019WRAA05000Fuel Allowance Payments

01/10/2019WRAA05100581. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if her attention has been drawn to the inability of those on Tús, RSS or gateway schemes 
to have their fuel allowance payment paid in two lump sum payments rather than receiving the 
payment weekly during the fuel season; and if she plans to make changes to the system to allow 
two lump sum payments be made to the recipients that are on Tús, RSS or gateway schemes. 
[39279/19]

01/10/2019WRAA05200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
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fuel allowance is a payment of €22.50 per week for 28 weeks (a total of €630 each year) from 
October to April at an estimated cost of €240 million in 2019.  The purpose of this payment is 
to assist these qualifying households with their energy costs.  The allowance represents a con-
tribution towards the energy costs of a household.  It is not intended to meet those costs in full.  
Only one allowance is paid per household.

From the 2017/2018 Fuel Season the lump sum payment option was introduced for the ma-
jority of recipients of the fuel allowance payments. This option was introduced to allow recipi-
ents to avail of discounts that may be available when people buy their fuel in bulk.

As the original introduction of lump sum payments was on a trial basis, it was not made 
available to participants of employment support schemes getting payments under the rural so-
cial scheme, Tús, gateway and community employment, as these payments are not made direct-
ly by the Department and because it would have imposed administrative burden and additional 
up-front costs on the sponsors of these employment support schemes.  My officials are currently 
working to establish the mechanism through which the lump sump option can be extended to 
Tús and RSS participants. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRAA05300Living Alone Allowance

01/10/2019WRAA05400582. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the reason a person (details supplied) is no longer receiving a living alone allowance; 
if it will be reinstated in order that they can apply for the household benefits package; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [39300/19]

01/10/2019WRAA05500Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): This gentleman was in receipt of living alone allowance (LAA) 
up to 12 June 2009 when he was deemed to be no longer eligible and his LAA payment was 
stopped.

If his situation has changed, the gentleman concerned must complete an application form 
for LAA and submit to the department in order to have his eligibility checked and a formal deci-
sion made on entitlement.  An application form issued to this gentleman on 24 September 2019.

The customer concerned  is in receipt of the Household Benefits Package  and as a result 
receives the Natural Gas Allowance since 2007 and Free TV Licence since 2009.  It is not 
necessary for a customer to be in receipt of the Living Alone Allowance to get the Household 
Benefits Package.

The package is generally available to people living in the State, aged 66 years or over who 
are in receipt of a social welfare type payment or who satisfy a means test. Anyone aged under 
66 years of age must be in receipt of a qualifying payment from the Department. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRAA05600Public Services Card Data

01/10/2019WRAA05700583. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and So-
cial Protection the monthly number of public services cards issued since the programme was 
launched; the body which administered and-or initiated the process on behalf of the person be-
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ing registered; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39313/19]

01/10/2019WRAA05800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Where a person has authenticated their identity to a substantial level of assurance, they are 
issued a Public Services Card (PSC).   My Department does not hold a record of the specific 
reasons relating to the issuing of a PSC as this information is not requested at the time a person 
presents for SAFE registration.   

The number of PSCs issued on a monthly basis since October 2011 is set out in the follow-
ing table.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

TABLE - Number of PSCs issued per month  

Year Month Number of PSCs is-
sued per month

Total annual

2011 October 340  
 November 1,720  
 December 1,946 4,006
2012 January 1,248  
 February 772  
 March 577  
 April 421  
 May 701  
 June 1,608  
 July 4,823  
 August 6,664  
 September 9,998  
 October 14,053  
 November 19,761  
 December 21,586 82,212
2013 January 25,661  
 February 33,065  
 March 27,263  
 April 28,433  
 May 31,380  
 June 27,158  
 July 30,587  
 August 26,366  
 September 26,161  
 October 28,364  
 November 24,553  
 December 78,471 387,462
2014 January 58,907  
 February 51,915  
 March 41,699  
 April 44,844  
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Year Month Number of PSCs is-
sued per month

Total annual

 May 49,757  
 June 46,167  
 July 58177  
 August 50,186  
 September 68,666  
 October 66,678  
 November 67,775  
 December 51,314 656,085
2015 January 56,621  
 February 50,915  
 March 56,520  
 April 51,562  
 May 47,374  
 June 50,927  
 July 54,276  
 August 53,737  
 September 53,834  
 October 52,042  
 November 53,274  
 December 49,019 630,101
2016 January 50,288  
 February 48,456  
 March 44,800  
 April 50,653  
 May 51,577  
 June 55,361  
 July 53,284  
 August 53,363  
 September 54,343  
 October 49,681  
 November 55,112  
 December 35,977 602,895
2017 January 50,082  
 February 46,634  
 March 51,511  
 April 41,767  
 May 56,410  
 June 63,792  
 July 62,894  
 August 64,958  
 September 62,557  
 October 57,545  
 November 76,429  
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Year Month Number of PSCs is-
sued per month

Total annual

 December 41,855 676,434
2018 January 56,434  
 February 64,041  
 March 49,997  
 April 56,237  
 May 53,466  
 June 49,232  
 July 55,383  
 August 52,920  
 September 44,043  
 October 47,191  
 November 43,579  
 December 31,315 603,838
2019 January 46,545  
 February 41,880  
 March 41,770  
 April 40,488  
 May 45,057  
 June 39,772  
 July 48,387  
 August 41,717  
 September 38,573 (to date) 384,189
  4,027,222  

01/10/2019WRAA05900Disability Allowance Payments

01/10/2019WRAA06000584. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a disability allowance rate review will be completed in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39316/19]

01/10/2019WRAA06100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Following a review of the entitlement of this gentleman, it was 
found that he had a decrease in his means from his previous assessment. Based on the informa-
tion provided to my department, a maximum rate of disability allowance (DA) was awarded 
with effect from 12 June 2019.

A letter issued to this gentleman informing him of this on 24 September 2019. Arrears of 
payment due have issued to the person concerned.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRBB00200Invalidity Pension Applications

01/10/2019WRBB00300585. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if an invalidity pension application by a person (details supplied) will be reviewed. [39319/19]
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01/10/2019WRBB00400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Following a review of her application, the lady referred to has 
been awarded invalidity pension with effect from 29 November 2018.  Payment will issue to her 
nominated bank account on 10 October 2019  Any arrears due from 29 November 2018 to 09 
October 2019 (less any overlapping social welfare payment) will issue as soon as possible.  The 
lady in question was notified of this decision on 26 September 2019.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRBB00500Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

01/10/2019WRBB00600586. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if a domiciliary care allowance application by persons (details supplied) will be assessed; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [39321/19]

01/10/2019WRBB00700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Domiciliary Care Allowance (DCA) is a monthly payment, pay-
able to the parent/guardian of a child who requires additional care and attention as a result of a 
severe disability and will require  same for at least 12 months, it is payable up to the age of 16 
years. 

When a DCA application is awarded, it is paid from the month following receipt of the ap-
plication.  The DCA application from this gentleman was received in the department on the 3rd 
June 2019.  As a result the earliest payment due, if the application was to be awarded, would 
have been July 2019.  As the child was 16 years of age on the 19th June 2019, she was not quali-
fied in July and as a result DCA is not payable. 

A letter issued to the person concerned on the 19th August 2019 outlining the decision 
and their right of appeal. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRBB00800Employment Data

01/10/2019WRBB00900587. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the estimated number of persons considered bogusly self-employed to date in 2019; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39337/19]

01/10/2019WRBB01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Given the fluid, dynamic nature of the Irish workforce it isn’t possible to know the precise 
number of falsely self-employed workers.  

The most recent CSO Labour Force Survey statistics show that the number of all self-em-
ployed individuals in Ireland at the end of June 2019 stands at 317,800.  This represents a de-
crease over the year of 3.8%.  Of these, 220,900 self-employed persons had no paid employees.  
This also reflects a decrease over the year from 227,000 in June 2018. 

As the Deputy is aware, I have reallocated resources in my Department to this issue in order 
to understand, measure and quantify better the prevalence of false self-employment and to ob-
tain a sectoral analysis of it across the workforce.

In addition, work is ongoing in my Department to detect and tackle the level of false self-
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employment, whatever that may be.  This includes an ongoing programme of nationwide em-
ployer inspections, supplemented by a dedicated unit focused specifically on employment sta-
tus. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRBB01100Community Services Programme Funding

01/10/2019WRBB01200588. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if she will consider the provision of €10,000 funding in order to save crucial community 
services (details supplied) including rehabilitation training and development opportunities for 
persons that are in recovery from drug and alcohol misuse; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [39373/19]

01/10/2019WRBB01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
aim of Community Employment (CE) is to enhance the employability and mobility of disad-
vantaged and unemployed persons by providing work experience and training opportunities for 
them within their communities.  It also helps long-term unemployed people to re-enter the ac-
tive workforce by breaking their experience of unemployment through a return to work routine.  

CE schemes are typically sponsored by groups (known as sponsors) wishing to benefit the 
local community.  Sponsors receive annual contracts from my Department which fund the em-
ployment of both CE participants and supervisors, and funding towards training and material 
costs.  Grant aid is provided by the Department to cover these costs on a per capita basis. 

The Department continues to support the objectives of the national drugs strategy “Re-
ducing Harm, Supporting Recovery” 2017-2025 with focused services for the labour market 
re-integration of people recovering from substance misuse. Primary amongst these is the CE 
Programme with an allocation of 1,000 dedicated ring-fenced drug rehabilitation places.  

The CE Drug Rehabilitation Programme Framework was implemented in January 2016 
and involves a multi-agency approach to rehabilitation and is designed to meet the challeng-
ing needs of individuals in recovery and to ensure effective and sustainable outcomes.  This 
integrated service response is based on interventions from a wide range of voluntary and com-
munity based addiction services and includes statutory engagement through the HSE and Local 
Education and Training Boards (LETB’s).  The engagement of Local and Regional Alcohol and 
Drug Task Forces is also a feature of the scheme activities.

Currently, there are 47 dedicated drug rehabilitation CE schemes nationally.  A total of 1008 
participants are placed in drug rehabilitation places on CE (910 in the dedicated ring-fenced 
drug rehabilitation schemes and 98 in the drug rehabilitation placements in CE mainstream 
schemes).  The estimated cost of the dedicated schemes is in the region of €20m.

Bagenalstown FRC sponsors the Lá Nua drug rehabilitation scheme. The scheme has been 
in operation since January 2015 and has approval for 15 participants and 2 Supervisors. Partici-
pant and Supervisor costs in the 12 months to 2 August 2019 amounted to €196,429. Additional 
amounts of €8847 and €4455 were paid in respect of material and training costs. 

The weekly materials grant payable in respect of each participant on the Lá Nua scheme 
was €14.90 in the year to 2 August 2019. However, this was subsequently increased to €20 per 
participant per week from August 2019 as a result of an additional €2 million in CE materials 
which was provided for in the 2019 Budget. The full year cost of this increase for the Lá Nua 
CE scheme is €3,978. An additional training grant of €500 per participant is available to the 
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scheme, both for accredited and non-accredited training.

The materials funding available to Lá Nua CE scheme represents the maximum funding 
possible and I am advised that this is at the upper range of materials grant paid to schemes, even 
among dedicated drugs schemes which generally receive funding above the levels paid to other 
schemes. 

01/10/2019WRBB01400Working Family Payment Applications

01/10/2019WRBB01500589. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a working family payment application by a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39383/19]

01/10/2019WRBB01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is an in-work weekly payment which provides additional 
financial support to employees on low earnings with children relative to family size.

An application for WFP was received from the person concerned on 25 April 2019 and was 
referred to a local Social Welfare Inspector (SWI) for further clarification.

Following receipt of the completed report from the SWI, they have been awarded WFP for 
52 weeks with effect from 25 April 2019 to 22 April 2020.  The first weekly payment and all 
arrears owing issued to their nominated financial account on 26 September 2019.

The person concerned was notified of this decision on 24 September 2019 and of their right 
of review and appeal.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

01/10/2019WRBB01700Illness Benefit Applications

01/10/2019WRBB01800590. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a claim for illness benefit in respect of a person (details supplied) will be pro-
cessed to completion; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39392/19]

01/10/2019WRBB01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Department has received an application for Occupational Injury Benefit from the person con-
cerned. 

This claim has been processed and awarded.  All arrears due to the person concerned have 
issued directly to his nominated bank account.

He is currently paid and medically certified as unfit for work up to the 20th October 2019.

If the person concerned remains ill and unfit for work beyond 20th October 2019, then a 
further medical certificate should be submitted to the Department  in order for further payments 
to issue.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

01/10/2019WRBB02000Carer’s Allowance Appeals
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01/10/2019WRBB02100591. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if a carer’s allowance appeal by a person (details supplied) will be expedited; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [39418/19]

01/10/2019WRBB02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was reg-
istered in that office.

It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers and 
comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  

When these papers have been received from the Department, the case in question will be 
referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the 
documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRBB02300Illness Benefit Applications

01/10/2019WRBB02400592. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a claim for illness benefit in respect of a person (details supplied) will be pro-
cessed to completion; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39429/19]

01/10/2019WRBB02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned is currently a qualified adult on her partner’s Jobseeker’s Allowance claim.  
This means that her partner is in receipt of a payment in respect of her.

A claim for Illness Benefit by the person concerned has been received and the monetary 
difference between the qualified adult allowance and her Illness Benefit entitlement is cur-
rently being calculated and processed. Any arrears due to the person concerned will be paid to 
her within 10 working days.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRBB02600State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

01/10/2019WRBB02700593. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if a person (details supplied) is entitled to the maximum rate of pension; if details of the award 
will be provided; when the first payment will issue; and if the award will be backdated to the 
date of eligibility. [39517/19]

01/10/2019WRBB02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
The person concerned was awarded state pension (contributory) at a rate of 85% of maximum 
rate,  based on their yearly average of social insurance contributions (of 29)  covering the peri-
od 1970 to 2019.   This pension was awarded with effect from the date they reached pension age. 

As part of the pension review, the person concerned was awarded 1,460 Homecaring pe-
riods, the maximum possible number in respect of the time they spent out of the workforce to 
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parent their children.   Under the new aggregated contributions method pension calculation, the 
person concerned has 905 paid social insurance contributions, which, when combined with the 
maximum permissible number of Home Caring periods and reckonable credits of 1,040, (as set 
down in legislation) results in an overall usable total of 1945.   When this number (1,945) is 
divided by 2,080 (equivalent to 40 years), this results in a payment entitlement rate of 93.51% 
of the maximum rate of pension (€232.20 per week).   

A review outcome letter has issued to the person, outlining details of their increase and in-
cludes a breakdown of their social insurance contribution record.  Fully backdated arrears to 14 
July 2019 have  also issued. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

01/10/2019WRBB02900Free Travel Scheme

01/10/2019WRBB03000594. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if discussions with her British Government equivalent will be held in order to consider 
the possibility of allowing the free travel scheme to be utilised in the United Kingdom; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [39532/19]

01/10/2019WRBB03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
free travel scheme provides free travel on the main public and private transport services for 
those eligible under the scheme.  These include road, rail and ferry services provided by com-
panies such as Bus Átha Cliath, Bus Éireann and Iarnród Éireann, as well as Luas and services 
provided by over 80 private transport operators.  There are currently approx. 953,000 customers 
with direct eligibility.  Following announcements in Budget 2019 the funding for the free travel 
scheme was increased by €5 million to a total of €95 million.

The scheme is available to all people aged over 66 living permanently in the State.  In gen-
eral access to a free travel pass for those aged under 66 is linked to a person being in receipt 
of certain primary Social Protection payments such as disability allowance, invalidity pension, 
carer’s allowance, blind pension and partial capacity benefit.   

The objective of the free travel scheme is to ensure older people and people with disabilities 
remain active within their community. 

In 2007 the All Ireland free travel scheme was introduced to allow free travel pass holders 
aged 66 and older to travel free of charge on all bus and rail services within Northern Ireland. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRBB03200Invalidity Pension Applications Data

01/10/2019WRBB03300595. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of invalidity pension applications received in 2018 and to date in 2019; 
the number of applications approved and refused, respectively; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [39573/19]

01/10/2019WRBB03400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The following table shows the number of invalidity pension claims 
received, approved and disallowed for the  period requested. 
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 2019 (to 31/08) 2018
No of applications received 7,260 10,967
* Claims awarded 5,406 7,334
Claims disallowed 3,089 4,601
Claims withdrawn  848 1,157
*Please note that the statistics in relation to awarded cases include cases in the disallowed 

category which were subsequently awarded following a review or a successful appeal.   

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRBB03500Disability Allowance Applications

01/10/2019WRBB03600596. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a decision on a disability allowance application by a person (details supplied) will 
be made; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39649/19]

01/10/2019WRBB03700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I can confirm that my department received an application for dis-
ability allowance (DA) from this lady on 29 July 2019.  

On 26 September 2019 the person concerned was requested to supply supporting documen-
tation required by the deciding officer in order to make a decision on her eligibility.  On receipt 
of this information a decision will be made on her DA application and the person concerned 
will be notified of the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRBB03800Homeless Persons Supports

01/10/2019WRBB03900597. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the progress made to implement a fully functioning homeless persons unit in coun-
ties Kildare, Wicklow and Meath; the strategic planning that has been undertaken to deal with 
the identified demand for such a unit; the way in which the data is being collated; the other 
stakeholders involved; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39658/19]

01/10/2019WRBB04000598. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection her plans to implement a homeless persons support unit in counties Kildare, Meath 
and Wicklow to cope with the increasing number of homeless persons presenting; the way in 
which the service will accommodate the interim support needs of this cohort; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [39659/19]

01/10/2019WRBB04100599. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection her plans to establish a welfare officer as a point of contact for homeless persons in 
counties Kildare, Wicklow and Meath to enable homeless families to obtain help with social 
protection claims in circumstances in which no address provision is available; if her attention 
has been drawn to the fact that no homeless persons unit exists in this region to advise and assist 
persons in this situation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39660/19]

01/10/2019WRBB04200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 597 to 599, inclusive, together.
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The primary responsibility for provision of accommodation for homeless persons, includ-
ing homeless person’s units, rests with local authorities.  My Department’s Community Welfare 
Service Teams (CWS) in Counties Kildare, Meath and Wicklow work closely with County 
Council staff to ensure all necessary income support services and entitlements are provided to 
homeless people or people at risk of homelessness.  This ensures that access to services for this 
group of people is as seamless as possible. 

My CWS officials participate on Homeless Action Teams (HATs) and/or local Homeless 
Forums in these counties to ensure cases where there is a threat of losing a tenancy or poten-
tial homelessness are prioritised accordingly.  While the membership of these teams may vary 
from county to county, they comprise of members of the County Council, the HSE, Voluntary 
Housing Bodies as well as officials from my Department.  These teams meet regularly to pro-
vide a multidisciplinary response to homeless people and people in emergency accommodation 
and ensure cooperation among the participating agencies.  CWS staff are also actively engag-
ing with the various voluntary organisations involved in homelessness in the region, including 
Threshold, the Simon Community and the Peter McVerry Trust. 

My Department’s role with regard to persons who are homeless is primarily income support.  
Under the social welfare system, homeless people have entitlements to the full range of social 
welfare schemes, including supplementary welfare allowance and associated supplements, sub-
ject to the normal qualifying conditions. 

The main purpose of the supplementary welfare allowance scheme (SWA) is to provide im-
mediate and flexible assistance for those in need who do not qualify for payment under other 
State schemes.  

Under SWA, my Department can make a single exceptional needs payment (ENP) to help 
meet essential, once-off expenditure, which a person could not reasonably be expected to meet 
out of their weekly income.  There is no automatic entitlement to these payments which are pay-
able at the discretion of the officers administering the scheme, taking into account the require-
ments of the legislation and all the relevant circumstances of the case, in order to ensure that the 
payments target those most in need of assistance.  The Government has provided €38.8 million 
for the exceptional and urgent needs schemes in 2019.   

The Department provides support to tenants towards rent deposits and rent in advance under 
the ENP scheme.  This form of assistance is very important to those on low incomes and who 
are at risk of, or who are homeless, or who rely on the private rented market to meet their hous-
ing needs.    

Where people living in emergency accommodation placements have additional costs, for 
example travel to school costs for children, and where no there is no alternative support avail-
able, additional supports can be provided through an ENP or through a supplement under the 
SWA scheme which can be paid in addition to the weekly payment.  

Rent supplement continues its vital role in supporting families and individuals in private 
rented accommodation, with the scheme supporting approximately 18,600 recipients for which 
the Government has provided €132.4 million for 2019. 

In recognition of the on-going rental market difficulties, the Department continues to imple-
ment a targeted case-by-case policy approach in the administration of rent supplement.  This 
approach addresses the needs of customers who are at risk of losing their tenancy due to their 
landlord seeking rent in excess of the prevailing rent limit.   

In addition, the Protocol arrangement in place with Threshold continues to operate in the 



1 October 2019

279

areas where supply issues are particularly acute covering Dublin, Cork, Meath, Kildare and 
Wicklow and Galway City. Approximately 3,000 cases have been referred to DEASP under 
this Protocol since its inception.  People at risk of becoming homeless should make immediate 
contact with their local CWS Team or with the Threshold Tenancy Sustainment Service. 

Homeless people can also continue to avail of Employment Support Services from my De-
partment and can continue to have access to a Case Officer during any period of homelessness 
as required. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

01/10/2019WRBB04500Disability Allowance Appeals

01/10/2019WRBB04600600. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a disability allowance appeal by a person (details supplied); and when 
they can expect a decision on their case. [39672/19]

01/10/2019WRBB04700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was reg-
istered in that office.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers 
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from 
the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.  These papers were received in 
the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 8 August 2019 and the case has now been referred to an 
Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on documentary evi-
dence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRBB04800Disability Allowance Applications

01/10/2019WRBB04900601. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of an application for a disability allowance in respect of a person (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39675/19]

01/10/2019WRBB05000Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): This gentleman applied for disability allowance (DA) on 20 
May 2019. The application was disallowed as the person concerned failed to supply informa-
tion which was requested by this Department.

On 19 September 2019 additional information was submitted on behalf of the person con-
cerned. Further supporting documentation which is required in order to make a decision on 
his entitlement was subsequently requested by the deciding officer on 20 September 2019.

On receipt of this information a decision will be made and the person concerned will be 
notified of the outcome. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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01/10/2019WRBB05100Disability Allowance Applications

01/10/2019WRBB05200602. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of a disability allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [39695/19]

01/10/2019WRBB05300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned has been awarded disability allowance with 
effect from 17 July 2019. The first payment will be made by his chosen payment method on 2 
October 2019.

Arrears of payment due will issue as soon as possible once any necessary adjustment is cal-
culated and applied in respect of any overlapping payments (if applicable). 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRBB05400Invalidity Pension Appeals

01/10/2019WRBB05500603. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of an invalidity pension appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [39700/19]

01/10/2019WRBB05600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was reg-
istered in that office.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant De-
partmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  

When these papers have been received from the Department the case in question will be 
referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the 
documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRBB05700Disability Allowance Applications

01/10/2019WRBB05800604. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of a disability allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if the case 
will be processed [39702/19]

01/10/2019WRBB05900Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned has been awarded disability allowance with 
effect from 15 May 2019. The first payment will be made by her chosen payment method on 16 
October 2019.

Arrears of payment due will issue as soon as possible once any necessary adjustment is cal-
culated and applied in respect of any overlapping payments (if applicable). 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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01/10/2019WRCC00200Public Services Card Data

01/10/2019WRCC00300605. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the way in which and the location the data contained on the public services card is stored; the 
companies used to store the data; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39819/19]

01/10/2019WRCC00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department is committed to ensuring that customers’ personal data is securely held and used 
only for the purposes set out in legislation.  The Public Services Identity dataset - which is pro-
vided for in social welfare legislation - is stored in databases maintained in my Department’s 
secure datacentres.  Access to the dataset is restricted to those members of staff who have a 
business need to reference the data and all accesses to the data are logged.  All members of staff 
must, on an annual basis, sign undertakings that they have read, and will act in accordance with, 
data protection policies and guidelines.  My Department ensures oversight in relation to data 
protection by keeping records of data accesses which are then subject to audit.  

The PSC is produced in Ireland by an Irish-registered company called Security Card Con-
cepts.  It was a condition of the award of contract that all data and related services provision 
and operations be provided on-site in Ireland and subject to the jurisdiction of the Irish courts.  
Once PSCs are personalised,  the data used to personalise them is not retained by Security Card 
Concepts - rather it is destroyed in accordance with advice provided by the Data Protection 
Commission.  In addition, the systems used in the card production have been subject to audit 
by external experts. 

The PSC itself has multiple protection mechanisms, all of the highest current international 
standards, to prevent and detect tampering with the physical card and its contents.  As well as 
some hidden security features, there are visual measures such as the overall graphical design, 
branding, microprinting, the use of optical variable ink and a kinegram.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRCC00500Social Welfare Appeals

01/10/2019WRCC00600606. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of an appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [39840/19]

01/10/2019WRCC00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was reg-
istered in that office. 

It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers 
and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  These papers have 
been received back from the Department and on 26 September 2019 the appeal by the person 
concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal 
based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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01/10/2019WRCC00800One-Parent Family Payment

01/10/2019WRCC00900607. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of applications made to the District Court by her Department for orders directing 
that contributions be paid by liable relatives in circumstances in which the liable relative fails 
to make a contribution towards the cost of the one parent family payment; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [39845/19]

01/10/2019WRCC01000608. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of applications made to the District Court by her Department for an attachment of 
earnings order made against a liable relative in circumstances in which the liable relative fails 
to make a contribution towards the cost of the one parent family payment; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [39846/19]

01/10/2019WRCC01100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 607 and 608 together.

Where a one parent family payment (OFP) is awarded, the Department seeks to trace the 
other parent, referred to as the liable relative, in order to ascertain whether he or she is in a fi-
nancial position to contribute towards the cost of the OFP.   

The legislative basis for the implementation of the Liability to Maintain Family Provisions 
is set out in Part 12 of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005, as amended.  The methods of 
assessment of the liable relative’s ability to pay are specified in detail in Regulations (S.I. 571 
of 2006 and S.I. 142 of 2007 as amended). 

In making a determination order, the Liable Relatives Unit will assess the financial position 
of each liable relative, based on the net weekly income after applicable allowances have been 
taken into account, as set out in the Regulations.  

A liable relative is given the option to commence making payments to the OFP recipient or 
to the Department.  

Where a liable relative fails to commence payments, the Department is empowered to apply 
to the District Court for an order directing that contributions be paid.   I am advised that since 
2016, the Department has submitted 19 cases to the Chief State Solicitor’s Office to obtain an 
order directing that the liable relative comply with the determination. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRCC01300State Pension (Contributory)

01/10/2019WRCC01400609. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of letters issued to State pension (contributory) recipients as part of the ongoing 
review of the increase for qualified adult payment payable with the pension. [39847/19]

01/10/2019WRCC01500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): An 
increase for qualified adult (IQA) is a means-tested payment, payable to State pension (con-
tributory) (SPC) claimants whose spouse, civil partner or cohabitant is being wholly or mainly 
maintained by them, and where that qualified adult’s personal means from any source do not 
exceed a means test income limit.  

As part of my Department’s commitment to ensuring that claimants are receiving their full 
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and correct entitlements, reviews of means-tested payments are carried out on an ongoing basis.  

Where a review of IQA on SPC occurs, the primary claimant is contacted by my Department 
to notify them that their continuing entitlement to this means-tested payment is being examined 
and details of the means of their qualified adult are requested.  Reviews occur for a number of 
reasons, some are instigated by my Department as part of planned control activity; some oc-
cur where changes arise, such as employment status of IQA; and others are carried out at the 
request of claimants themselves. 

It is expected that 10% of claimants with IQA in payment will be reviewed this year (ap-
proximately 6,000) under the scheme’s control measures and around 5,400 review letters have 
issued this year to date.   

 I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRCC01600JobPath Data

01/10/2019WRCC01700610. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of persons referred to JobPath in each of the years 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019. 
[39848/19]

01/10/2019WRCC01800611. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the amount paid to JobPath providers since 2015. [39849/19]

01/10/2019WRCC01900612. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of persons that commenced employment through JobPath since its introduction; and 
the number of those sustained in that employment for 13, 26, 39 and 52 weeks, respectively. 
[39850/19]

01/10/2019WRCC02000613. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of part-time jobs commenced through JobPath since its introduction. [39851/19]

01/10/2019WRCC02100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 610 to 613, inclusive, together.

The primary purpose of JobPath is to provide a case management based, employment advice 
and counselling service to long term unemployed jobseekers. Between July 2015 and Septem-
ber 2019, some 241,346 jobseekers had commenced their engagement period with the JobPath 
service, see table 1.  Of this number, 52% were unemployed for over three years.  This group, 
in particular, faces significant barriers when seeking to enter or return to employment in the 
labour market. 

To date, some 55,490 jobseekers have commenced employment during their engagement 
period with JobPath.  Of this number, 49,660 had commenced full-time employment and 5,830 
had commenced part-time employment.  It should be noted that many clients who are currently 
engaged with JobPath are still in the first phase of the service. They have not had sufficient time 
with the service to have gained employment nor sustain that employment for up to 52 weeks.  
The measure of performance will improve as more clients complete their engagement with the 
service and have a chance to reach 52 weeks in employment. 

JobPath is a payment by results model and all set-up and day-to-day operational costs are 
borne by the contractors.  The contractors are paid on the basis of performance and, with the 
exception of the initial registration fee, payments are made only when a client has achieved 
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sustained employment.  

The total of fees claimed by the JobPath providers from 2015 to date is €202.2m. 

The recent econometric review of JobPath undertaken by my Department in partnership 
with the OECD noted that the weekly employment earnings of people who secured employ-
ment with the JobPath service are 17% higher than the weekly employment earnings of people 
who secured employment without the support of JobPath in 2018. Taken with the 26% improve-
ment in employment outcomes in the same period, it means the overall positive employment/
earnings impact is 37% in 2018 for those supported by the JobPath service.  These findings 
indicate that jobseekers who engage with JobPath are significantly more likely to get a positive 
employment outcome than those not supported by the service.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

Table 1: Jobseekers referred to JobPath by year

Year  Jobseekers
 2015  6,591
 2016  65,453
 2017  74,867
 2018  60,768
 2019 to date  33,667
 Total  241,346

01/10/2019WRCC02500Personal Public Service Numbers

01/10/2019WRCC02600614. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the reason the provision in the Water Services Act 2014 to cease the collection of PPSN 
numbers was not commenced until four years after the Act became law; the reason Irish Water 
is legally entitled to collected PPSN numbers from persons for four years after the Act’s enact-
ment; and the further reason it took Irish Water four years to delete the data in view of the fact 
it took Irish Water eight weeks to collect the numbers. [39862/19]

01/10/2019WRCC02700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): In 
July 2013, Irish Water was incorporated as a semi-state company under the Water Services Act 
2013.  The Social Welfare and Pensions Act, 2014 included a provision which added Irish Water 
to the list of specified bodies to allow it to use PPS Numbers for the purposes of carrying out 
transactions with members of the public.  

The intention was that the PPS Number would serve as a unique identifier in the case of 
individual customers and this would assist the company in determining whether that person was 
eligible for an allowance in respect of their water charge.

However, the subsequent introduction of the water conservation grant, announced in No-
vember 2014 and administered by my Department, meant that Irish Water no longer required 
the PPS Numbers of customers. 

Instead, as part of the application for the water conservation grant, applicants provided cer-
tain information, including their PPS Number and payment method details, to my Department.  
This information was collected by my Department from August 2015 to November 2015. It 
is important to point out that, at no stage, was any data that was collected by my Department 
transferred to Irish Water.
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The provisions contained in section 11 of the Water Services Act 2014 to remove the com-
pany from the list of specified bodies required a Commencement Order to be made by the Min-
ister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection. 

In order to comply with the provisions of the Data Protection Acts, Irish Water was required 
to delete PPS Number data collected during their customer registration process.  A protocol was 
developed in consultation with the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner to address this 
data deletion exercise. 

The section 11 Commencement Order could not be signed until that process was complete 
and Irish Water had formally confirmed that all PPS Numbers had been erased from their sys-
tems. 

On 21st December 2017, the order to commence section 11 of the Water Services Act 2014 
with effect from 01 January 2018, was signed.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRCC02800State Pension (Contributory)

01/10/2019WRCC02900615. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a decision has been made on a review of a State pension (contributory) application 
by a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[39887/19]

01/10/2019WRCC03000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
social insurance record of the person concerned has been reviewed on the basis of additional 
information provided regarding previous employment.  The person now has 520 full-rate paid 
contributions, which is one of the qualifying conditions for entitlement to state pension (con-
tributory).

A reduced rate of State pension (contributory) has been awarded with effect from the date 
the person reached pension age. They have been awarded 739 HomeCaring periods in respect 
of time spent parenting their children.  Under the aggregated contributions method pension 
calculation, the person concerned has 547 paid social insurance contributions, which, when 
combined with their 739 Home Caring periods and 123 reckonable credits results in an overall 
usable total of 1,409.  When this number (1,409) is divided by 2,080 (equivalent to 40 years), 
this results in a payment entitlement rate of 67.74% of the maximum rate of pension which is 
currently €248.30 per week.    

Notification of this revised decision has issued to the person concerned on 30 September 
2019, together with notification of their due arrears.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRCC03100Brexit Issues

01/10/2019WRCC03200616. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 519 of 24 September 2019, if the winter fuel payment 
from the UK will continue to be paid to persons living here that currently receive it post-Brexit 
in scenarios in which a deal is reached and not reached, respectively [39891/19]
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01/10/2019WRCC03300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
key area of concern is the impact of Brexit on those current reciprocal arrangements for social 
insurance (which includes pensions) and social assistance (means tested schemes linked to resi-
dency rights) and child benefit between Ireland and the UK, including Northern Ireland.

Post-Brexit, including in the event of a no-deal Brexit, Irish and British citizens will con-
tinue to enjoy the right to travel, live and work between the UK and Ireland in the same manner 
as before.  This is because of a long-standing arrangement known as the Common Travel Area 
(CTA).  The CTA pre-dates Irish and UK membership of the EU and is not dependent on it.  
Both the Government of Ireland and the Government of the United Kingdom are committed to 
maintaining the CTA in all circumstances and we signed a Memorandum of Understanding to 
that effect on the 8 May 2019.

As part of that commitment, the Government entered into a Convention on Social Security 
with the Government of the United Kingdom signed on the 1st  February 2019, which replicates 
the current arrangements that apply to the coordination of social security benefits between the 
two jurisdictions.

In the event that the Withdrawal Agreement is ratified by the EU and the United Kingdom, 
the EU regulations with respect to the coordination of social security benefits will continue to 
apply to the UK until the end of the associated transitional period.  

At the end of the associated transitional period or in the event that the UK withdraws from 
the EU without ratifying the Withdrawal Agreement, the Convention on Social Security the 
Government signed on the 1st  February 2019, will be given effect as required.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRCC03400School Meals Programme

01/10/2019WRCC03500617. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the dietary requirements provided for in each school meals programme; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [39911/19]

01/10/2019WRCC03600618. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the religious dietary restrictions provided for in each school meals programme; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [39912/19]

01/10/2019WRCC03700619. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if coeliac disease is provided for within the school meals programmes; the number of 
schools which do not meet dietary requirements for pupils with the condition; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [39913/19]

01/10/2019WRCC03800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 617 to 619, inclusive, together.

The School Meals Programme provides funding towards food services for disadvantaged 
school children through two schemes: The urban school meals scheme and the school meals 
(local projects) scheme. 

The Urban School Meals Scheme for primary schools is operated and administered by local 
authorities and is part-financed by my department.  The type of food provided under the Urban 
School Meals Scheme is decided by individual schools and agreed with the local authorities.  
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The school meals (local projects) scheme provides funding towards the provision of food to 
some 1,580 schools and organisations benefitting 250,000 children. 

The objective of the scheme is to provide regular, nutritious food to children who are un-
able, due to lack of good quality food, to take full advantage of the education provided to them.  
The food provided  must have regard to the Healthy Ireland - Nutrition Standards for School 
Meals (2017), which were developed with the assistance of Safefood and the Health Service 
Executive with my department and the department of Education and skills.  The programme 
is an important component of policies to encourage school attendance and extra educational 
achievement.

The operation and administration of the scheme is the responsibility of the school; this 
includes the delivery model, choice of supplier to be used and food items to be provided.  The 
scheme can be delivered in a variety of ways and depends on the needs, capabilities and re-
sources, including infrastructure, of the schools or groups.  Delivery models can range from the 
provision of full canteen services to the purchase of pre-prepared meals from specialist school 
meals suppliers or local suppliers. 

As part of Budget 2019, it was announced that DEASP would commence a pilot scheme 
from September 2019, providing Hot School Meals in 36 primary schools for an estimated 
7,200 children at a cost of €1m for 2019 and €2.5m in 2020.  Schools participating in the Hot 
Meals Pilot are expected to provide a menu choice of at least two different meals per day plus 
a Vegetarian / Vegan option and an option that caters for students’ religious and cultural dietary 
requirements. 

I trust this clarifies the matter.

01/10/2019WRCC04100Capital Expenditure Programme

01/10/2019WRCC04200620. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the final agreed tender price, the date of the tender for the contract and the final over-
all amount actually paid and the date of the final payment in respect of each capital expenditure 
project completed since 1 January 2014 by her Department or an agency under the remit of her 
Department and which ended up costing €10 million or more in tabular form; the reason the 
final amount paid exceeded the final tender price; the details available in respect of projects in 
which construction is not complete to date or in which the final settlement account has not been 
agreed to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39923/19]

01/10/2019WRCC04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
capital allocation for my Department is primarily used to deliver IT modernisation and carry out 
refurbishments on the Department’s buildings.  Neither my Department or the Agencies within 
the remit of my Department have had capital projects with spend in excess of €10million since 
2014.

01/10/2019WRCC04400Carer’s Allowance Applications

01/10/2019WRCC04500621. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
when they can expect a decision on their case. [39936/19]

01/10/2019WRCC04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
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Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 26 August 2019. The 
application is currently being processed and once completed, the person concerned will be noti-
fied directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRCC04700Carer’s Allowance Eligibility

01/10/2019WRCC04800622. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if consideration will be given to increasing the hours a carer can work per week from 15 
to 18.5 hours; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39971/19]

01/10/2019WRCC04900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
main income supports for carers provided by my Department include Carer’s Allowance, Car-
er’s Benefit, Domicillary Care Allowance and the Carer’s Support Grant.  Spending on these 
payments in 2019 is expected to exceed €1.2 billion. 

Carer’s Allowance is a means-tested payment for carers who look after certain people in 
need of full-time care and attention on a full time basis.  As of end of August 2019, there 
were 82,223 people in receipt of Carer’s Allowance.  The projected expenditure on Carer’s Al-
lowance in 2019 is almost €840 million.  

A primary qualifying condition for the Carer’s Allowance payment is that the applicant pro-
vides full-time care and attention to a person in need of such care.  However, in order to support 
a carers continued attachment to the workforce and broader social inclusion, carers may engage 
in some limited employment, education or training, while still being regarded as being in a posi-
tion to provide full-time care.  During this time of employment, education or training, adequate 
provision must be made for the care of the relevant person.  Both the full-time care and attention 
requirement and the 15-hour limitation are contained in the respective legislative provisions of 
the Carer’s Allowance, Carer’s Benefit and Carer’s Support Grant schemes. 

As part of Budget 2006,the number of hours per week that carers could engage in employ-
ment, education or training outside the home was increased from 10 to 15 hours per week.  

Any further changes to this condition would need to be considered in a budgetary context 
and would also need to maintain a reasonable balance between the requirement to provide full-
time care for the care recipient and the needs of the carer.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

01/10/2019WRCC05000Brexit Issues

01/10/2019WRCC05100623. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if the impact on the construction and housing market from a no-deal Brexit was in-
cluded in the Preparing for the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union 
Contingency Action Plan Update; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39274/19]

01/10/2019WRCC05200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
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On 9 July 2019 the Government published the Brexit Contingency Action Plan Update which 
reflects the extensive work that has taken place at EU level and on a whole-of-Government ba-
sis, including the Brexit Omnibus Act, to prepare for a no deal Brexit, including in relation to 
housing and construction matters.

My Department has been engaging extensively with the construction sector on Brexit pre-
paredness for both orderly and disorderly Brexit scenarios, as indicated in the reply to Question 
No 203 of 26 September 2019.  The Contingency Action Plan Update outlines the regulatory 
impact of Brexit, the consequences for manufacturers, importers, distributors and authorised 
representatives and the mitigating actions to be taken.  As part of its outreach to the construction 
sector, the Department has facilitated a construction stakeholder forum for information shar-
ing and preparedness purposes.  This forum includes members of construction sector interest 
groups together with representatives from Revenue, Department of Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation, the National Standards Authority of Ireland and the Building Control Office.  It met 
in July and September and will meet again on 24 October.  Sector preparedness actions have 
accelerated since the establishment of this group, with increased uptake of Revenue EORI reg-
istrations and customs preparation.  In addition, sector representatives report increased activity 
in terms of supply chain review and transfer of certificates to EU-27 Notified Bodies, where 
necessary, in advance of Brexit.

As indicated in the Brexit Contingency Action Plan update, the Irish and British Govern-
ments entered into a Memorandum of Understanding on 8 May 2019, reaffirming our joint com-
mitment to the Common Travel Area.  This underpins the longstanding arrangements for Irish 
and UK nationals to move freely to live, work and study and access healthcare, social security 
and public services in each other’s countries as well as to vote in certain elections. The Memo-
randum affords Irish citizens residing in the UK and UK nationals residing in Ireland, the right 
to access social housing, including supported housing and homeless assistance, in each other’s 
State, on the same basis as citizens of that State. 

My Department, in common with all others, continues to afford the highest priority to ad-
dressing Brexit related issues in its area, including in relation to housing/construction matters.

01/10/2019WRCC05300Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding

01/10/2019WRCC05400624. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment when funding will be announced for a new group water scheme (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39276/19]

01/10/2019WRCC05500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
On 8 February this year, I announced details of the measures being funded through my De-
partment under the Multi-annual Rural Water Programme 2019-2021. Local authorities were 
invited to submit their bids for the funding of schemes or projects in their functional areas 
and Kerry County Council included the scheme referred to in its application to my Department 
under the new Programme.

My Department is currently considering local authorities’ bids for funding allocations. An 
Expert Panel has been put in place to support the evaluation process. In addition to providing 
an expert perspective, the Panel brings independence, openness and transparency to the bids 
evaluation process which is done on a national prioritised basis. The Expert Panel’s member-
ship includes Departmental, stakeholder and independent representation.

The Expert Panel has made recommendations to my Department on the suitability of 
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schemes and projects for funding based on objective criteria which are set out in the framework 
document issued to local authorities when requesting proposals. I expect to conclude consider-
ation of the Panel’s recommendations and to make an announcement of the allocations shortly.

01/10/2019WRDD00200Irish Water Administration

01/10/2019WRDD00300625. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if the first fix free programme promoted by Irish Water has been put on hold for the remainder 
for 2019; if so, the reason for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39339/19]

01/10/2019WRDD00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
While I have no direct function in relation to the First Fix Free scheme, which is an operational 
matter for which Irish Water has responsibility, I understand that the scheme is available to 
Irish Water customers across the country and will continue to operate for the remainder of 2019 
and beyond. Customers wishing to avail of the First Fix Free scheme may contact Irish Water 
directly on 1850 278 278.

01/10/2019WRDD00500Septic Tank Grants

01/10/2019WRDD00600626. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the status of the provision of funding and grants to persons to upgrade their domestic septic 
tanks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39340/19]

01/10/2019WRDD00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
A new funding scheme for on-site wastewater treatment systems (more commonly known as 
septic tanks) is being introduced and will replace the current grant which was brought into 
operation by the Domestic Waste Water Treatment System (Financial Assistance) Regulations 
2013.  Under certain conditions, households can receive a grant to assist them in carrying out 
remediation, repair or upgrading works to, or replacement of their individual septic tanks.

To avail of the grant, the treatment system must have been inspected under the EPA’s Na-
tional Inspection Plan and an Advisory Notice must have been issued by the local authority un-
der the Water Services (Amendment) Act 2012.  Also, the treatment system requiring attention 
must have been registered by the owner of the premises connected to it by 1 February 2013.

In order to ensure greater uniformity with other measures in the Multi-Annual Rural Water 
Programme, the means test that previously applied to this grant scheme is being removed and 
the level of grant support is being increased to 85% of the eligible costs of installation/upgrade 
or €5,000 (up from €2,500/€4,000) whichever is the lesser.  This represents an increase of 25% 
and 100% respectively, relative to the current maximum grant levels.

Work is at an advanced stage of development for the new scheme. I expect that the process 
will be completed shortly when the necessary regulations dealing with the financial assistance 
arrangements and related administrative matters are put in place. This will enable a circular let-
ter, terms and conditions, guidance and the application form to issue to local authorities shortly 
thereafter.

In the meantime, the existing scheme continues to operate.  Details are available on my De-
partment’s website at the following link:

www.housing.gov.ie/water/water-quality/domestic-waste-water-systemsseptic-tanks/do-
mestic-waste-water-treatment-1.
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01/10/2019WRDD00800Repair and Leasing Scheme

01/10/2019WRDD00900627. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of applications granted under the repair and leasing scheme; the number 
of applications refused; the number of applications refused on the basis that there is no social 
housing demand for the property in the area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39352/19]

01/10/2019WRDD01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): At 
the end of Q2 2019, a total of 1,459 applications for the Repair and Leasing Scheme (RLS) had 
been received from property owners; 113 homes had been brought back into use and were ten-
anted; and 149 agreements for lease had been signed. 

My Department has no direct role in deciding on individual applications under the scheme 
and does not collect data in relation to the number of applications refused. While my Depart-
ment issues general guidance, the relevant local authority determines the eligibility for the 
scheme having regard to the location, suitability and demand for social housing in the area 
and also taking into consideration the extent of the repairs that may be required. Local authori-
ties have responsibility for ensuring that homes brought into use under the scheme are required 
and fulfil social housing demand in their areas.

01/10/2019WRDD01100Departmental Correspondence

01/10/2019WRDD01200628. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the correspondence between his Department and Tipperary County Council between 1 May 
2016 and 22 September 2019. [39460/19]

01/10/2019WRDD01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The compilation of the information sought would involve a disproportionate amount of time 
and work, as it would require all areas of the Department’s extensive range of activities to be 
checked in respect of a 3½ year period. If the Deputy wishes to submit a further more specific 
question in relation to  correspondence in regard to a particular area, I will endeavour to provide 
the information requested.

01/10/2019WRDD01400Emergency Accommodation Data

01/10/2019WRDD01500629. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount spent in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019 by county on 
emergency accommodation, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39500/19]

01/10/2019WRDD01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national frame-
work of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in addressing 
homelessness at local level.  Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of emergency 
accommodation for homeless persons rests with individual housing authorities. 

My Department does not fund any homeless service directly but provides funding to hous-
ing authorities towards these costs.  Under the funding arrangements, housing authorities must 
provide at least 10% of the cost of services from their own resources. Housing authorities may 
also incur additional expenditure on homeless related services outside of these funding ar-
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rangements with my Department.  Therefore, the exact amounts spent by housing authorities on 
homeless services, as well as the types of accommodation are a matter for individual housing 
authorities in consultation with the Management Group of the relevant regional joint Homeless-
ness Consultative Forum.

Exchequer funding for homeless services is provided through my Department to housing 
authorities on a regional basis.  The following table sets out the funding recouped to housing 
authorities on a regional basis for the years 2016 to 2019 (to date).

Exchequer funding provided for homeless accommodation and related services un-
der the Housing Act, 1988

Region 2016 2017 2018 2019 (to date)
Dublin €68,627,075 €83,616,643 €106,267,187 €95,205,899
Mid-East €2,746,651 €3,092,923 €3,738,000 €3,387,500
Midland €1,109,748 €1,467,615 €2,177,128 €1,777,000
Mid-West €3,500,000 €3,906,686 €5,044,000 €5,434,100
North-East €1,493,336 €2,762,845 €3,007,520 €1,227,500
North-West €411,946 €450,000 €541,522 €502,700
South-East €3,041,840 €3,444,510 €3,815,000 €3,312,700
South-West €5,375,609 €6,703,444 €9,687,741 €6,785,600
West €2,370,295 €3,791,334 €4,721,895 €4,896,200
   

Financial reports from each of the regions, setting out expenditure on homeless services, 
including emergency accommodation in each region, are published on my Department’s web-
site at the following link: www.housing.gov.ie/housing/homelessness/other/homelessness-data.

01/10/2019WRDD01700Social and Affordable Housing Data

01/10/2019WRDD01800630. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when the affordable housing scheme will be open to applicants in County Galway; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39501/19]

01/10/2019WRDD01900631. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of affordable houses built under an affordable housing scheme which would 
not include standard local authority housing, HAP or rent supplement in 2017, 2018 and to date 
in 2019 by scheme in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39502/19]

01/10/2019WRDD02000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 630 and 631 together.

Part 5 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 was commenced in June 2018 to 
provide a statutory basis for the delivery of affordable housing for purchase. 

Regulations in respect of the making of Schemes of Priority were signed on 12 March 2019, 
and these were issued to local authorities on 22 March 2019.  The purpose of a Scheme of Pri-
ority is to set out the affordable purchase arrangements at local authority level.  This includes 
the methodology that will be applied by local authorities to determine the order of priority to 
be accorded to eligible households where the demand for such affordable dwellings exceeds the 
number available.  Both Galway City and County Councils have submitted their Schemes of 
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Priority to my Department and both schemes have been approved.  

In line with the legal requirements of the Affordable Dwelling Purchase Arrangements, fur-
ther regulations will be put in place over the coming months regarding eligibility and other 
matters. When the operational procedures for the scheme are finalised, and before dwellings are 
made available for purchase under the scheme, a programme of communication will be under-
taken by my Department and local authorities. 

To support the delivery of more affordable homes to buy or rent the Government has com-
mitted €310 million under the Serviced Sites Fund (SSF), from 2019 to 2021 to provide infra-
structure support for the delivery of over 6,000 dwellings.  The first call for proposals under 
the SSF in June 2018 was specifically targeted at 11 local authorities, where the greatest afford-
ability pressures exists.  In December 2018, Approval in Principle was announced for funding 
for 10 infrastructure projects, in Dublin and Cork, with an allocated budget of €43 million. This 
will support the delivery of approximately 1,400 affordable homes. 

A second call for proposals under the SSF issued in April 2019 to 19 local authorities. I 
announced Approval in Principle for 25 infrastructure projects across 13 local authority areas 
on the 6th August 2019.  This significant funding commitment of €84 million will support the 
delivery of 1,770 affordable homes for purchase.  Of these 25 projects approved, one was in 
Galway City and one in Galway County.  The projects, details of which can be found on the 
rebuildingireland.ie website at the following link were allocated a combined €6.5 million in 
funding for infrastructure to support the delivery thereafter of 125 affordable homes.

https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-approves-funding-of-e84m-to-support-
delivery-of-1770-affordable-homes-under-the-ssf/.

I would anticipate that a further Call for Proposals will issue to local authorities in 2020.  
SSF announcements to date mean that funding support has been allocated to enable delivery of 
almost 3,200 more affordable homes. The overall cost and the timing of delivery for SSF proj-
ects is contingent upon the completion of planning and procurement in the first instance, and 
local authorities are working to achieve delivery as quickly as possible. 

This schemes will complement other key Government affordability initiatives, such as the 
Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan, and the Help to Buy Scheme, which have supported some 
15,000 households nationally.

01/10/2019WRDD02200Planning Issues

01/10/2019WRDD02300632. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if the report into alleged planning irregularities in County Donegal will be published; and 
the action he plans to take arising from the contents of the report. [39599/19]

01/10/2019WRDD02400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
received the report, entitled ‘A Review Into Certain Planning Matters in Respect of Donegal 
County Council’, on 11th June 2017. 

Following initial analysis and assessment of the report’s findings and recommendations, 
including interaction with the Department’s own legal advisors and the Attorney General’s 
Office, a comprehensive set of queries and a request for advice in relation to certain matters 
was submitted to the Attorney General. This included a request for advice regarding potential 
publication or dissemination of the report.
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Taking account of the Attorney General’s advice, my Department considered the matter 
further and prepared a submission for my consideration, including an assessment of the options 
available to me in terms of publication or dissemination.  

I am considering the report and the extensive legal advices received. Once I have concluded 
my deliberations, I will be in a position to make a further statement.

01/10/2019WRDD02500State Bodies Data

01/10/2019WRDD02600633. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the fees and expenses paid to each member of the management board of the National 
Directorate for Fire and Emergency Management in each of the years 2013 to 2018, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39618/19]

01/10/2019WRDD02700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Management Board for the National Directorate of Fire and Emergency Management 
(NDFEM) was established in June 2009. Generally, it has had a membership of 13, made up as 
follows:

-  An Independent Chairperson 

-  The head of the relevant division within my Department

-  The National Director of Fire and Emergency Management

-  A representative from the Insurance Federation of Ireland

-  A representative from the Department of Defence 

-  Representatives of the Chief Fire Officers Association 

-  Representatives from the City and County Management Association, including the 
Chief Executive of Dublin City Council, and,

-  An independent international expert.  

The current membership of the Board is set out on my Department’s website at the follow-
ing link: www.housing.gov.ie/community/fire-and-emergency-management/national-director-
ate/about-us.

Fees and expenses paid by my Department to relevant members of the Management 
board, including in respect of significant pieces of work undertaken as part of the NDFEM work 
programme for the period 2013 to 2018, are set out in the following table. 

 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Chair       
Fee 9,450 9,450 9,450 9,450 9,450 9,450
Interna-
tional   
Expert

      

Fee 15,000 30,000 30,000 37,500 30,000 30,000
Expenses 2,046 4,281 11,227 9,827 14,061 17,357
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01/10/2019WRDD02800Foreshore Issues

01/10/2019WRDD02900634. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment further to Parliamentary Question No. 554 of 24 September 2019, if a local authority (de-
tails supplied) has applied for a licence for the removal or disturbance of beach material from 
State-owned foreshore in the administrative area of the local authority as per section 3 of the 
Foreshore Acts 1933 to 2014; if so, if the license has been granted; if a copy of the license is 
available; if not, if the matter will be addressed with the local authority with a view to regularis-
ing the situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39666/19]

01/10/2019WRDD03000Minister of State for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Damien Eng-
lish): There is no record of an application by the local authority in question along the lines 
detailed in the question. 

01/10/2019WRDD03100Rental Sector

01/10/2019WRDD03200635. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to introduce regulations for a tenancy deposit protection scheme; and if his De-
partment has commenced work on the development of such a scheme. [39727/19]

01/10/2019WRDD03300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2015 provides for, among other things, the estab-
lishment of a tenancy deposit protection scheme to be operated by the Residential Tenancies 
Board (RTB).

There have been significant changes in the rental market since the 2015 scheme was first 
envisaged and designed. For example, the draft scheme was originally intended to be financed 
by the interest payable on deposits lodged; this is no longer viable, given the current financial 
market conditions. Furthermore, it is noteworthy that disputes relating to deposits are no longer 
the most common dispute type referred to the RTB. 

Financing the operation of the scheme is an important consideration, particularly in terms of 
ensuring that the likely outcomes of a new scheme are achieved efficiently and effectively and 
that the best value from public funds is secured. Careful consideration is therefore required to 
introduce any necessary reforms and enhancements to the 2015 scheme, with a view to consid-
ering whether and how to introduce a re-designed scheme that is fit for purpose and suitable for 
current and future rental and financial markets. 

 A review of the feasibility of amending  and implementing the 2015 tenancy deposit protec-
tion scheme is being considered, in consultation with the RTB. 

The outcome of any review, along with consideration of other deposit related issues, will be 
taken into account in the preparation of the forthcoming Residential Tenancies (Amendment) 
Bill.

01/10/2019WRDD03400Approved Housing Bodies

01/10/2019WRDD03500636. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the status of the review of AHBs not signed up to the voluntary regulation code for 
approved housing bodies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39774/19]
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01/10/2019WRDD03600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The oversight of Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) is currently conducted through the Volun-
tary Regulation Code (VRC), “Building for the Future, A Voluntary Regulation Code for Ap-
proved Housing Bodies in Ireland”. The VRC is overseen by the Interim Regulation Committee 
(IRC) supported by a Regulation Office based in the Housing Agency. 

In September 2018, the Regulation Office wrote to those AHBs who were not signed up to 
the Code, to encourage them to do so, by reminding them that funding eligibility is limited to 
those AHBs signed up to and demonstrating compliance with the Code. 

The priority for my Department in relation to enhancing the regulation of the AHB Sector 
has been to progress the Housing (Regulation of Approved Housing Bodies) Bill, so that an 
enhanced system of statutory regulation is put in place.  Now that the Bill has been published, 
work has commenced on a review of those AHBs that are not signed up to the voluntary code, 
with a view to delisting those that are inactive.  The aim will be to complete this exercise ahead 
of the introduction of the enhanced statutory regulation which the new legislation will provide, 
ultimately ensuring that all active AHBs are governed by the statutory code.

01/10/2019WRDD03700Emergency Accommodation Data

01/10/2019WRDD03800637. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of the quality standards framework inspection regime for emergency homeless 
accommodation; and when the framework will be in place. [39788/19]

01/10/2019WRDD03900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of accommodation and related services for 
homeless persons rests with individual housing authorities.  This responsibility of housing au-
thorities includes responsibility for ensuring that contracted services are delivered in a profes-
sional manner, in line with any service level agreement that is in place.  

Supporting individuals and families experiencing homelessness is a priority for the Govern-
ment.  The Dublin Region Homeless Executive has developed a National Quality Standards 
Framework (NQSF) on behalf of my Department.  The Framework has been developed to 
ensure a more consistent approach in how local authorities and service providers respond to 
the needs of those experiencing homelessness.  The Framework was implemented on a phased 
basis in the Dublin region, with site visits commencing in February.  The experience gained 
from the completion of the rollout in the Dublin region and the commencement of site visits has 
allowed the DRHE to evaluate how the Framework should be implemented nationally and to 
advise my Department accordingly. 

Earlier this year, my Department wrote to local authorities, advising them on the process for 
the implementation of the Framework, which is being undertaken on a nationwide basis over a 
12-month period commencing on 1 July 2019.

01/10/2019WRDD04000Housing Assistance Payment

01/10/2019WRDD04100638. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if the homeless housing assistance payment maximum monthly allowable rent limits for 
the Dublin City Council area are set by his Department; if so, the rates set for each household 
type; if not, the person or body responsible for setting the homeless HAP maximum monthly 
allowable rent limits for the Dublin City Council for each household type; and if he will make 
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a statement on the matter. [39789/19]

01/10/2019WRDD04200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Maximum rent limits for the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme are set for each hous-
ing authority area by the Housing Assistance Payment (Amendment) Regulations 2017. The 
current maximum HAP rent limits are available on the Irish Statute Book website, www.irish-
statutebook.ie/eli/2017/si/56/made/en/print?q=housing&years=2017.

The HAP limits were agreed in conjunction with the Department of Employment Affairs 
and Social Protection (DEASP). In reviewing rent limits, the Department worked closely with 
the DEASP and monitored data gathered from the Residential Tenancies Board and the HAP 
Shared Services Centre. The HAP rent limits were increased significantly in July 2016, in the 
order of 60% in some areas. 

Local authorities also have discretion, because of local rental market conditions, to exceed 
the maximum rent limit by up to 20%, or up to 50% in the Dublin region for those households 
either in, or at immediate risk of homelessness. The additional discretion available to homeless 
households recognises the difficulty this cohort of households face in sourcing and securing 
properties in a highly competitive rental market. It should be noted that it is a matter for the 
local authority to determine if the application of the flexibility is warranted on a case by case 
basis and also the level of additional discretion applied in each case.

HAP rent limits are kept under constant review, as is the use of discretion by local authori-
ties, and data indicate that there is no need to increase the rent limits at this time. I am conscious 
that any such increase could have negative inflationary impacts, leading to a detrimental impact 
on the wider rental market, including for those households who are not receiving HAP support.

I am satisfied that the current maximum rent limits, together with the additional flexibility 
available to local authorities, are generally sufficient to support the effective operation of the 
HAP scheme. However, I will continue to keep the matter under review.

01/10/2019WRDD04300Social and Affordable Housing

01/10/2019WRDD04400639. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of the roll-out of choice based letting across all local authorities as per page 5 of 
the guidance document issued in December 2016 (details supplied). [39798/19]

01/10/2019WRDD04500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Choice Based Letting (CBL) is a method whereby available social housing stock is let by being 
advertised by local authorities to persons on the social housing waiting list. This allows quali-
fied applicants to ‘register an interest’ in available homes. 

Applicants can act on their own initiative to respond to adverts and express an interest 
in dwellings that they would like to live in, rather than waiting for an authority to offer them a 
dwelling. This approach offers more choice and involvement for applicant households in select-
ing a new home, thereby reducing the likelihood of a refusal, and helping to build sustainable 
tenancies and stable communities. 

On 30 September 2016, the Social Housing Allocation (Amendment) Regulations 2016 
were made, which required that all local authorities must, if they had not already done so, 
provide for Choice Based Letting (CBL) as a potential method of allocation in their allocation 
schemes by 31 December 2016. 
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Where a local authority, having included a provision on CBL in its allocation scheme, de-
cides to operate a CBL scheme, it must implement it in accordance with Regulations 6 – 11 of 
the 2011 Regulations.  The way in which CBL is implemented, including decisions on which 
properties are to be offered through it, is a matter for the individual authority concerned. How-
ever, it must be done in accordance with the relevant regulations and their own scheme of prior-
ity. 

30 of the 31 local authorities have updated their allocation schemes to provide for CBL as 
a method of allocation. The remaining local authority has confirmed to my Department that it 
intends to bring forward an amended scheme, including a provision for CBL before the end of 
this year.

My Department monitors the roll-out of CBL across all local authorities, and has under-
taken a number of surveys to determine its uptake and impact. The most recent of these was 
conducted in the last quarter of 2018, at which stage 16 of the 31 local authorities indicated that 
they were operating a CBL model as part of their allocation scheme. A further 6 local authorities 
have indicated they were examining the feasibility of CBL with a view to rolling out a solution 
in the near future. The majority of those local authorities who had implemented it said that CBL 
has had a positive impact on how they allocate dwellings.

Given the clear benefits offered by CBL, my Department will continue to liaise with the 
local authorities to ensure that it is implemented as widely as possible across the country. In 
fact, my Department will be meeting with local authority Directors of Housing later  in Quarter 
4 this year to look at the operation of CBL.

01/10/2019WRDD04600Pyrite Issues

01/10/2019WRDD04700640. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount allocated to the pyrite remediation scheme and expended, respectively in 
each of the years 2013 to 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39854/19]

01/10/2019WRDD04800641. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount allocated to the pyrite remediation scheme for 2019; the amount spent to 
date; the projected underspend or overspend at year end; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39855/19]

01/10/2019WRDD04900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 640 and 641 together.

The Pyrite Resolution Act 2013 provides the statutory framework for the establishment of 
the Pyrite Resolution Board and for the making of a pyrite remediation scheme to be imple-
mented by the Board with support from the Housing Agency. The pyrite remediation scheme 
was first adopted in February 2014.

The provisions of the Act apply only to dwellings affected by significant damage attributable 
to pyritic heave consequent on the presence of reactive pyrite in the subfloor hardcore material 
and not to damage arising in any other circumstance, e.g. such as pyrite in concrete blocks.  

The pyrite remediation scheme is a scheme of “last resort” for affected homeowners who 
have no other practical option to obtain redress and is limited in its application and scope. The 
full conditions for eligibility under the scheme are set out in the scheme which is available on 
the Board’s website, www.pyriteboard.ie. 
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The scheme is applicable to dwellings which are subject to significant damage attributable 
to pyritic heave, established in accordance with I.S. 398-1:2017 - Reactive pyrite in sub-floor 
hardcore material – Part 1: Testing and categorisation protocol.  In this regard, it is a condi-
tion of eligibility under the scheme that an application to the Board must be accompanied by a 
Building Condition Assessment with a Damage Condition Rating of 2.  Dwellings which do not 
have a Damage Condition Rating of 2 are not eligible to apply under the scheme.  This ensures 
that, having regard to the available resources, the focus of the scheme is on dwellings which are 
most severely damaged by pyritic heave.

Some €2.2 million was provided to the Housing Agency in 2014 to meet expenditure in-
curred under the scheme in respect of design work, contractors, expenses to homeowners, op-
erational costs, and the administrative costs to the Housing Agency. The remediation of 5 dwell-
ings was completed in the final quarter of that year.

An additional sum of €10 million was made available in Budget 2015 to fund the operation 
of the scheme in 2015, when a further 148 dwellings had remedial works completed under the 
scheme.

€26.6 million was provided for the scheme in 2016. Some 400 dwellings were remedi-
ated under the scheme in 2016 giving an aggregate total of 553 dwellings completed since the 
scheme was first introduced.

 In 2017, some €25 million was provided, facilitating the remediation of some 400 addi-
tional dwellings, giving an aggregate total of 945 dwellings completed from when the scheme 
was first introduced up to the end of 2017. 

A sum of €30 million was announced under Budget 2018 to fund the operation of the pyrite 
remediation scheme in 2018. This allocation facilitated the remediation of some 430 additional 
dwellings in 2018 giving an aggregate total of 1,378 dwellings completed since the scheme was 
first introduced in February 2014. The total allocation was expended in each of the years 2014 
to 2018.

The latest figures available indicate that 2,473 applications have been received under the 
pyrite remediation scheme. Of these, 2,003 dwellings have been included in the scheme and the 
applicants notified accordingly.  A further 87 applications have been validated and referred to 
the Housing Agency for the Assessment and Verification Process, while another 219 applica-
tions are at the initial Application and Validation Process. 164 applications under the scheme 
were not successful.

 Of the 2,003 dwellings that have been included in the pyrite remediation scheme: 55 are at 
remedial works planning stage, 7 are at tender / tender analysis, 247 are under remediation, and 
1,694 are complete.

A sum of €32 million is available to fund the operation of the pyrite remediation scheme this 
year, of which €22 million has been drawn down by the Housing Agency to date. I understand 
that the Housing Agency estimate that a minimum of €30 million will be drawn down by the 
end of 2019. This will facilitate the remediation of some 460 additional dwellings. This will 
bring to approximately €126m the total funding provided under the scheme since 2014. 

Ultimately, the Pyrite Resolution Board, together with the Housing Agency, will arrange for 
all eligible dwellings to be remediated to a high standard and at no additional cost to the affected 
homeowners. Remediation works will continue to be carried out at the earliest possible oppor-
tunity having regard to the existing demands of the scheme and the optimum use of available 
resources.
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01/10/2019WRDD05100Local Authority Housing

01/10/2019WRDD05200642. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if there is a maximum number of housing units that a local authority may purchase from 
a private developer; and if there is a maximum value of individual units beyond which a local 
authority may not purchase. [39859/19]

01/10/2019WRDD05300643. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the rules governing the purchase of residential units in new developments by local au-
thorities. [39860/19]

01/10/2019WRDD05400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 642 and 643 together.

My Department is supporting local authorities in the provision of social housing across a 
range of delivery mechanisms including through new build activity, as part of which some au-
thorities work in partnership with developers through turnkey arrangements. Delivery is also 
happening through long-term leasing and acquisitions. 

As housing authorities, the local authorities are responsible for the identification of the 
social housing need in their areas and for the development of appropriate responses to meet 
this need. While there is no prescribed maximum scale or size for new social housing devel-
opment, the approach to developments by the local authorities is dependent on the precise 
circumstances and location and they are best positioned to assess this, in line with guidance 
provided by my Department through the publication ‘Quality Housing for Sustainable Com-
munities’, which is available on my Department’s website at the following link:  www.hous-
ing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/migrated-files/en/Publications/DevelopmentandHousing/Housing/
FileDownLoad%2C1979%2Cen.pdf.

In seeking funding approval from my Department for new social housing homes, whether 
through build, acquisition or leasing activity, local authorities must confirm that they are satis-
fied that the proposal is appropriate to the local area, supports the development of sustainable 
communities and represents value for money. For the latter, an independent valuation is usually 
provided by the local authorities who also work within guide costs from my Department, which 
vary depending on location and sizes of properties.

01/10/2019WRDD05600Water Services

01/10/2019WRDD05700644. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the status of the roll-out and take-up of the multi-annual rural water programme announced in 
February 2019 and for which the deadline for applications was 14 March 2019; the number of 
applicants successful and unsuccessful by local authority area for each measure under the pro-
gramme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39863/19]

01/10/2019WRDD05800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): On 
8 February this year, I announced details of the measures being funded through my Department 
under the Multi-annual Rural Water Programme 2019-2021. Local authorities were invited to 
submit their bids for the funding of schemes or projects in their functional areas.  An Expert 
Panel has been put in place to support the evaluation process and its membership includes De-
partmental, stakeholder and independent representation.

The Expert Panel has made recommendations to my Department on the suitability of 
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schemes and projects for funding based on objective criteria which are set out in the framework 
document issued to local authorities when requesting proposals. I expect to conclude consider-
ation of the Panel’s recommendations and to make an announcement of the allocations shortly.

01/10/2019WREE00200Water Services Infrastructure

01/10/2019WREE00300645. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when the new Irish Water pipe from Staleen to Ratoath, County Meath, will be complete; 
and the budget allocated for this new pipeline. [39914/19]

01/10/2019WREE00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water services 
planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels and the matter referred to 
in the question is a matter for Irish Water in the first instance.

Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from 
public representatives.  The team can be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or 
by telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578.

01/10/2019WREE00500Central Statistics Office Data

01/10/2019WREE00600646. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his views on whether the population statistics provided by the Central Statistics Office 
are accurate; and the reason he did not accept them in the preparation of the national planning 
framework in view of the fact that the statistics used are now shown to have major discrepan-
cies. [39915/19]

01/10/2019WREE00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): As 
an innovative, world-class national statistical information agency, the Central Statistics Office 
(CSO) collects, compiles, analyses and disseminates statistical data in relation to the economic 
and social life of the country.

The preparation of the National Planning Framework (NPF) was undertaken with the ben-
efit of the latest Central Statistics Office (CSO) Census of Population data, from Census 2016.  
The CSO Census data published in 2016 and 2017 formed the baseline on which the detailed 
demographic and econometric projections undertaken by the Economic and Social Research 
Institute (ESRI) for the purposes of the NPF, were made.

The population statistics provided by the CSO were therefore fully accepted in the prepara-
tion of the NPF.

The basis on which it is suggested that there are discrepancies in the statistics used in the 
preparation of the National Planning Framework is unclear.  It remains the case that the long-
term projections set out in the NPF are the best estimate of population change over the period 
to 2040.

01/10/2019WREE00800Capital Expenditure Programme

01/10/2019WREE00900647. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the final agreed tender price, the date of the tender for the contract and the final overall 
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amount paid and the date of the final payment in respect of each capital expenditure project 
completed since 1 January 2014 by his Department or an agency under the remit of his De-
partment and which ended up costing €10 million or more in tabular form; the reason the final 
amount paid exceeded the final tender price; the details available in respect of projects in which 
construction is not complete to date or in which the final settlement account has not been agreed 
to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39927/19]

01/10/2019WREE01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department has not engaged directly in any project costing €10 million or more in the period 
concerned.

Local authorities and bodies under the aegis of my Department enter into capital contracts 
in the course of their work, some of which is funded through the Department’s Vote. As regards 
relevant contracts for which local authorities are responsible, information on expenditure and 
multi-annual capital commitments is set out in Note 2.8/2.9/2.10 to the Department’s Appro-
priation Accounts for the relevant years (Vote 25 up to 2014; Vote 34 thereafter) which are 
published by the Comptroller and Auditor General and are available at www.audit.gov.ie/en/
Publications,  by clicking on “Appropriation Accounts”.   In relation to water services projects, 
Irish Water has established a team to deal with queries from Oireachtas members on issues aris-
ing in relation to Irish Water’s activities.  The team may be contacted via email to oireachtas-
members@water.ie or by telephone on 1890 578 578.

01/10/2019WREE01100Waterways Ireland

01/10/2019WREE01200648. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
position regarding houseboats; if there are mooring locations available in Leinster; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [39538/19]

01/10/2019WREE01300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Water-
ways Ireland is responsible for the management, maintenance, development and restoration 
of 1,000 km of the inland navigable waterway system throughout the island, principally for 
recreational purposes, including the Lower Bann Navigation, the Erne System, the Shannon-
Erne Waterway, the Shannon Navigation, the Grand Canal, the Royal Canal and the Barrow 
Navigation

 Waterways Ireland manages three sites where there is planning permission for liveaboard 
houseboats on the navigation in Leinster. There are a total of 38 berths under the management 
of Waterways Ireland at the following locations:

Grand Canal Dock, Dublin         – 20 berths

Sallins, Co. Kildare                    – 12 berths 

Shannon Harbour, Co. Offaly    –   6 Berths

There are no berths available at present at these locations. There is a waiting list for those 
wishing to moor in Grand Canal Dock.

01/10/2019WREE01400Departmental Funding

01/10/2019WREE01500649. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the role her Department has in the allocation of grant assistance to a centre (details supplied) in 
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County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39544/19]

01/10/2019WREE01600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Tao-
iseach has indicated that a new simplified process is being put in place to ensure certainty over 
the levels of funding and delivery mechanisms for the centre referred to by the Deputy, which 
will provide a substantial addition to the cultural offering in Cork City and County when it is 
complete.  Under the new arrangements it is intended that responsibility for oversight of the 
project will transfer to the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government and discus-
sions in that regard are underway.

01/10/2019WREE01700Official Languages Act

01/10/2019WREE01800650. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when 
the Official Languages (Amendment) Bill 2017 will be debated and enacted. [39557/19]

01/10/2019WREE01900Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): Following a comprehensive review of the Official Languages Act 2003 and con-
sultation with key stakeholders, the Heads of the Official Languages (Amendment) Bill were 
submitted to Government on 29th May 2017 and published in June 2017.  In addition, Govern-
ment approval was received on the same day to proceed with the drafting of the Bill.    

Officials from my Department appeared before the Joint Committee on the Irish Language, 
the Gaeltacht and the Islands in November 2017 and again in April 2018 in respect of the Heads 
of the  Bill.  The Joint Committee subsequently published its report in May 2018. 

A central element of this Bill is the manner in which Irish language speakers are recruited 
to the public service, while another element is the replacement of the existing language scheme 
regime by the introduction of language standards for each government sector, with higher stan-
dards to be achieved by sectors with greater interaction with the public. 

Excellent progress has been made with the drafting of the Bill over the past number of 
months and it has been listed on the Government’s Legislative Programme to be published in 
the current session.

Following publication, the timescale for enactment will, of course, be an issue for the Hous-
es of the Oireachtas.

01/10/2019WREE02000Departmental Surveys

01/10/2019WREE02100651. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht when her Department last conducted a grey seal survey; the outcome of same; her 
plans to introduce a grey seal management plan; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[39541/19]

01/10/2019WREE02200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): There are 
two species of seal in Irish waters - the Harbour or Common Seal and the more numerous Grey 
Seal. Both are protected under the EU Habitats Directive and Ireland is obliged to maintain their 
numbers at a favourable conservation level. We are also required to monitor their populations 
and report to the European Commission on their conservation status. A standardised monitoring 
programme has been in place for both species since 2009. 

The most recent report on their conservation status was submitted to the European Com-
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mission in April 2019 and is available on the NPWS website  (www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/
publications/pdf/NPWS_2019_Vol3_Species_Article17.pdf). 

Generally grey seal surveys are conducted during the autumn pupping period. The 2019 
grey seal pupping season has commenced and my Department is currently conducting surveys 
along with the assistance of the Air Corps. 

Last February representatives of my Department’s National Parks and Wildlife Service met 
in Killarney with fishermen and representatives of the commercial fishing industry. The detailed 
discussions covered a broad range of issues including current inshore fishing practices and 
trends, seal predation on fish, seal behaviour and numbers, as well as the by-catch of seals in 
fishing gear and the management of seal-fishery interactions. 

At the meeting, NPWS undertook to further investigate solutions for deterring seal interac-
tions with static fishing gears and to continue their collaboration with the Marine Institute and 
the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine to investigate such problems and their 
solutions in partnership with the fishing industry. These investigations are on-going with the 
relevant Departments and agencies.

While seals are a protected species, my Department may issue licenses to cull individual 
problem seals, and affected persons can apply for such licenses. My Department has no plans to 
undertake a general cull of seals.

01/10/2019WREE02300Údarás na Gaeltachta Funding

01/10/2019WREE02400652. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
steps she will take to rebalance the budget to Údarás na Gaeltachta to ensure it can fulfil its 
obligations in supporting job creation in areas suffering from a disproportionate level of unem-
ployment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39560/19]

01/10/2019WREE02500Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): At the outset, I should  point out that the National Development Plan 2018-2027 
includes a commitment to increase, on an incremental basis, the capital allocation to Údarás na 
Gaeltachta from the 2018 base level of €7m to €12m annually.

In that context the Deputy will be aware that additional capital funding was allocated to 
Údarás na Gaeltachta in 2019, bringing its total allocation to €9m in core capital funding this 
year. In addition to this, I decided, at the beginning of this year to carry forward a sum of €0.7m, 
unspent by the Department in 2018 and to add it to An tÚdarás’ capital budget. This has resulted 
in my Department  providing An tÚdarás with a total capital budget of €9.7m in 2019. 

When the €3.86m in total funding allocated recently to An tÚdarás under the Rural Regen-
eration and Development Fund, as well as the €2m in funding for Páirc na Mara in Cill Chiaráin 
allocated to An tÚdarás under the Regional Enterprise Development Fund, is included, it results 
in an overall capital funding allocation of €15.56m being available to An tÚdaras in 2019.

 As the Deputy will be aware, it is through the annual budgetary and estimates process 
that Exchequer funding is allocated to my department and indeed to all Government Depart-
ments. In this context the Deputy will understand  that the  2020 allocation for Irish Language 
and Gaeltacht organisations, including Údarás na Gaeltachta,  is currently being considered as 
part of this process.

Needless to say, I can assure the Deputy that I will continue to advocate for  additional 
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capital funding for An tÚdarás in order to further support the organisation in discharging its 
functions.

01/10/2019WREE02600Heritage Sites

01/10/2019WREE02700653. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if a list and map will be provided identifying all UNESCO sites in south County Louth and 
County Meath; and if a list and map identifying all historical sites in the counties that do not 
come under UNESCO will be provided. [39677/19]

01/10/2019WREE02800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): To be 
included on UNESCO’s World Heritage List, sites or properties of natural and/or cultural heri-
tage must be of Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) and meet at least one out of a list of ten 
eligibility criteria. 

Ireland currently has two World Heritage Sites, one of which, Brú na Bóinne, is located in 
Co. Meath. UNESCO’s website, https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/ provides an interactive map of 
World Heritage Sites. My Department provides further information on Ireland’s World Heritage 
sites at www.worldheritageireland.ie.

Under the provisions of the National Monuments Acts 1930 - 2014, my Department has 
established and maintains the Record of Monuments and Places (RMP), which affords legal 
protection to all recorded archaeological sites and monuments in the State. The RMP comprises 
a list of recorded monuments and places, and accompanying maps, for each county. It can be 
consulted in county libraries and main local authority offices as well as www.archaeology.ie/
publications-forms-legislation/record-of-monuments-and-places.

Part IV of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, provides for the protec-
tion of our architectural heritage. The Act gives primary responsibility to planning authorities 
to identify and protect this heritage by including relevant structures on the Record of Protected 
Structures (RPS). Inclusion on the RPS places a duty of care on the owners and occupiers of 
protected structures and also gives planning authorities powers to deal with development pro-
posals affecting them and to seek to safeguard their future.  The RPS forms an appendix to each 
local authority’s County Development Plan and is available on their websites. 

A further resource available from my Department is the Historic Environment Viewer for 
Archaeological and Architectural Heritage which is an interactive map/search facility that en-
ables users to access the Sites and Monuments Record and the National Inventory of Archi-
tectural Heritage (NIAH). This can be sourced at http://webgis.archaeology.ie/historicenviron-
ment/.

01/10/2019WREE02900Maoiniú Údarás na Gaeltachta

01/10/2019WREE03000654. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Dara Calleary den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta an 
bhfuil iarratas déanta ag Údarás na Gaeltachta ar mhéadú ar an maoiniú a fhaigheann siad ón 
Roinn don bhliain 2020; má tá, cad é an méid airgid atá iarrtha agus cén uair a dhéanfar cin-
neadh ar an iarratas; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [39694/19]

01/10/2019WREE03100Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): I dtús báire, níor mhiste dom a rá go mbíonn plé rialta ag mo Roinn le hÚdarás na 
Gaeltachta agus go bhfuilim ar an eolas maidir leis na riachtanais airgid atá ag an eagraíocht do 
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2020 agus, go deimhin, do na blianta beaga eile amach romhainn. 

Mar is eol don Teachta, is tríd an phróiseas meastacháin agus cáinaisnéise a ndéantar leithd-
háileadh ar an soláthar airgid a chuirtear ar fáil ar bhonn bliantúil do mo Roinn agus, go deim-
hin, do na Ranna Rialtais go léir. Sa chomhthéacs sin, tuigfidh an Teachta go bhfuil an soláthar 
airgid do na heagraíochtaí Gaeilge agus Gaeltachta, lena n-áirítear Údarás na Gaeltachta  don 
bhliain 2020, á mheas i gcomhthéacs an phróisis sin faoi láthair. 

Sin ráite, is féidir leis an Teachta glacadh leis go leanfaidh mé, feadh mo chumais, ag lorg 
acmhainní breise don Údarás, laistigh den ollsholáthar airgeadais a bheidh ar fáil do mo Roinn 
ón státchiste. 

01/10/2019WREE03200Interdepartmental Committees 

01/10/2019WREE03300655. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
she will report on the meeting of the interdepartmental committee on island development; and 
the actions and timelines agreed. [39711/19]

01/10/2019WREE03400Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): The inaugural meeting of the Interdepartmental Committee for Island Devel-
opment took place on Tuesday 24 September 2019.  Twelve Government Departments were 
represented at the meeting, and each made a valuable contribution outlining their roles and 
policies in connection with the offshore islands.  

I have requested that each Department’s representative provide comprehensive details of 
their current Departmental policies in relation to the islands.  These will be collated by my offi-
cials and discussed at the next meeting, with a view to producing a draft consultation document 
for publication by end-November.  An extensive consultation process with island communities 
and other stakeholders will follow, which will further inform the policy development process. 

Bilateral meetings will also be arranged between my Department and the various other De-
partments, agencies and stakeholders to agree a policy document, with a view to present-
ing same to Cabinet in 2020.

01/10/2019WREE03500Offshore Islands

01/10/2019WREE03600656. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
plans, reports and strategy documents published regarding island development or rural develop-
ment on the islands in each of the years 1996 to 2018 and to date in 2019, by name and publica-
tion year in tabular form. [39712/19]

01/10/2019WREE03700Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): The following table sets out a number of reports commissioned by my Depart-
ment relating to the offshore islands since 1996:

Publication year Authors Title
1996 Interdepartmental Co-

ordinating Committee on 
Island Development: 

A strategic framework for 
developing the offshore 
islands of Ireland
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Publication year Authors Title
2001 Cranfield University The proposed development 

and day to day management 
of island airstrips and asso-
ciated air services

2004 Malachy Walsh and Partners Review of certain subsidised 
Ferry Services to the islands

2007 Cranfield University The proposed development 
of island airstrips and asso-
ciated air services to Inish-
bofin and Tory island

2007 Saltire Management Com-
pany

Aran Islands Ro-Ro Service 
feasibility study

2007 Petrus Consulting Capital Expenditure on the 
Islands 1998 - 2004

2010 FGS Consulting report A Report on the Employ-
ment Needs and Develop-
ment Potential of the Islands

2018 DPER - DCHG Evaluation 
Unit

Spending Review 2018 - 
Subsidised ferry Services to 
Offshore islands

It is my understanding that, over the period concerned, there may have been further reports 
published by other state agencies, such as the National Island Primary Care Services Review 
published by the HSE in 2018. 

The last comprehensive inter-departmental report on island development was published in 
1996.  I have, however, recently established a new Interdepartmental Committee for Island 
Development, the first meeting of which was held on 24 September 2019.  The committee is 
charged with producing an integrated cross-Government islands policy to build island sustain-
ability which will be done following an extensive consultation process with the island commu-
nities and other stakeholders.  

01/10/2019WREE03800Wildlife Control

01/10/2019WREE03900657. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if she will address a matter (details supplied) regarding the health of hares; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [39858/19]

01/10/2019WREE04000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): RHD2 
has been present in domestic pet rabbits in Ireland for a number of years. It was first confirmed 
in the wild in Ireland in July 2019. The first two records came from rabbits – one in Wicklow, 
the other in Clare. The first report from an Irish hare came on the 9th August – an animal found 
dying in the Wexford Slobs Nature Reserve. 

Since these initial incidents, a request for public involvement has led to more than 50 reports 
of dead rabbits and hares around the country. Each report has been followed up by the local 
NPWS ranger. From these incidents the disease has now been confirmed from six different 
counties – Cork, Clare, Leitrim, Offaly, Wicklow and Wexford. 

A post mortem of each dead animal has been carried out by qualified personnel in the re-
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gional laboratories of the Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine. Tissue samples have 
then been sent to DAFM’s specialist virology lab in Backweston where the RHD tests take 
place. I am fully satisfied with the objectivity and expertise of the DAFM laboratories. 

To date, of the hares tested, two have tested positive and one negative for the disease. NPWS 
staff around the country are continuing to monitor reports of wild rabbit and hare deaths to gain 
a fuller understanding of the extent and impact of this disease in Ireland. At least 4 more hares 
from three different counties are currently with DAFM for testing.

The ongoing monitoring of hare populations and health by the Irish Coursing Club is ac-
knowledged and welcomed. Officials from my Department’s National Parks and Wildlife Ser-
vice will continue to engage with Irish Coursing Club representatives and DAFM with a view 
to developing an appropriate, effective and workable strategy to deal with the RHD2 virus and 
counter the threat it poses to the hare in Ireland in the longer term.  

01/10/2019WREE04100Capital Expenditure Programme

01/10/2019WREE04200658. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the final agreed tender price, the date of the tender for the contract and the final overall amount 
paid and the date of the final payment in respect of each capital expenditure project completed 
since 1 January 2014 by her Department or an agency under the remit of her Department and 
which ended up costing €10 million or more in tabular form; the reason the final amount paid 
exceeded the final tender price; the details available in respect of projects in which construction 
is not complete to date or in which the final settlement account has not been agreed to date; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [39920/19]

01/10/2019WREE04300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The in-
formation requested by the Deputy in relation to the capital projects valued in excess of €10m 
completed by my Department since 1st January 2014 is set out in the following table.  

Project Initial Contract Value Final Cost
Phase 3 of the   Master   
Development Plan of the   
National Gallery of Ireland 
including     refurbishment 
of the Dargan and Milltown 
Wings (Awarded 2014 and 
Completed in 2017) 

€31.4m €31.7m subject to final ac-
count

As the Deputy will appreciate, it is not possible to provide a final outturn cost where work 
is ongoing on establishing the final account.  

In April 2018, I was pleased to announce details of the ten year plan, “Investing in Our 
Culture, Language and Heritage 2018 – 2027”   setting out the Government’s commitment 
for capital investment of almost €1.2 billion in Ireland’s culture, heritage and language infra-
structure as part of Project Ireland 2040 and I can assure the House that capital projects are 
appraised, planned, implemented and evaluated in line with the Public Spending Code and best 
practice guidance outlined in the Capital Works Management framework published by the Of-
fice of Government Procurement. 

Under this programme my Department is currently providing support for two major capital 
projects: a four-year redevelopment of the National Library of Ireland involving the upgrad-
ing of the East and West Wings of the Library, and the provision of a secure environmentally-
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controlled archival repository at the National Archives. The projects are being carried out by 
the Office of Public Works in partnership with the National Library of Ireland and the National 
Archives.

Following completion of the first phase of the redevelopment project last June, the National 
Library is now preparing to commence the second  phase of the project.   

In respect of the National Archives, I am advised that  it is intended to undertake the tender 
for the National Archives Repository Redevelopment over the coming months.


