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        Questions Nos. 1 to 8, inclusive, answered orally.

  Questions Nos. 9 to 36, inclusive, resubmitted.

  Questions Nos. 37 to 46, inclusive, answered orally.

17/09/2019WRB00300Dublin-Monaghan Bombings

17/09/2019WRB0040047. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if matters regarding legacy issues, in particular the withholding of State documents by 
the UK Government for incidents such as the Dublin and Monaghan bombings in 1974, were 
addressed in view of the level of bilateral conversations with the UK regarding Brexit; and if 
not, his plans to do so at the next opportunity. [37372/19]

17/09/2019WRB0050059. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of the input by his Department into the ongoing outstanding requests with the UK 
Government regarding inquiries into the Dublin and Monaghan bombings; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [26668/19]

17/09/2019WRB00600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 47 and 59 together.

17 May last marked the 45th anniversary of the appalling attacks of the Dublin and Monaghan 
bombings in which 33 people were murdered. The Minister for Justice and Equality, Charles 
Flanagan TD, represented the Government at the remembrance ceremony in Dublin. 

The Government stands in solidarity with all those who lost loved ones or were injured on 
that day, and who suffer still as a result of these bombings. 

The implementation of the All-Party Dáil motions relating to the Dublin and Monaghan 
bombings is a priority for the Government, as highlighted in the Programme for a Partnership 
Government. 

The All-Party motion on the 1974 Dublin Monaghan bombings adopted by the Dáil on 25 
May 2016 has, like those adopted in 2008 and 2011, been conveyed to the British Government.

These motions call on the British Government to allow access by an independent, interna-
tional judicial figure to all original documents relating to the Dublin and Monaghan bombings, 
as well as the Dublin bombings of 1972 and 1973, the bombing of Kay’s Tavern in Dundalk and 
the murder of Seamus Ludlow.

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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The Government is committed to actively pursuing the implementation of these all-Party 
Dáil motions. We have consistently raised the issue with the British Government on a bilateral 
basis, including at the British-Irish Inter-Governmental Conference, most recently on 8 May. 

I and Minister Flanagan made clear to our counterparts at the Conference that the absence 
of a response from the British Government is of deep concern to the Government, and that there 
remains an urgent need for a response.  

The Government will continue to engage with the British Government on this request, at 
senior political level and in official level engagement by my Department, to pursue all possible 
avenues to achieve progress on this issue, consistent with the request made by this House and 
until a resolution is found. 

The Government maintains a close and cooperative relationship with Justice for the Forgot-
ten, as we continue work to seek the full facts of the appalling events of 25 May 1974 and of 
other attacks in this jurisdiction during the Troubles.

  Question No. 48 answered with Question No. 42.

17/09/2019WRB01000Departmental Staff Safety

17/09/2019WRB0110049. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he is seeking to hire a private security company to provide bodyguard services, armoured 
transportation, vehicle tracking and route planning for diplomatic staff; if so, the reason he is 
seeking private security assistance and not using An Garda Síochána or personnel from the De-
fence Forces for same; the value of the contract; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37236/19]

17/09/2019WRB01200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
safety and security of our people who are serving the State and Irish citizens overseas is a top 
priority for my Department. Officers and their dependents travel and live for extended periods 
of time in over ninety locations around the world. There are particular security challenges in 
some locations and access to timely and reliable information is essential.

As part of a suite of measures to enhance the safety and security of officers posted overseas, 
my Department recently published a tender seeking global security and medical advice.  This 
investment is important given the expansion of the Embassy network under the Global Ireland 
2025 Strategy including to parts of the world where the security situation can be dynamic and 
uncertain. The successful service provider will assist my Department in strengthening the miti-
gation of particular security and medical risks in these locations.  

The principal focus of the security service is specialised international security advice and 
assistance for our officers and their dependents before and during travel abroad. The particular 
services referred to by the Deputy are additional services not specified in the Tender, but which 
may be required from time to time over the course of the contract. 

These specialised services will complement and not replace the valuable and comprehen-
sive supports provided to my Department by An Garda Síochána and the Defence Forces.  This 
includes advice and measures to protect officers and state assets abroad and for the evacuation 
of Irish citizens in consular emergencies.   

The Department estimates that the security advice and assistance provided by the successful 
tenderer may cost €225,000 excluding VAT over the three – year term of the contract.
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17/09/2019WRB01300Millennium Development Goals

17/09/2019WRB0140050. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
progress that has been made in developing a roadmap to achieve Ireland’s ODA/GNI target by 
2030; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37464/19]

17/09/2019WRB01500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): I refer to my response to Parliamentary Question 62 of 18 June 2019, which sets out a 
possible path to reaching the 0.7% target by 2030. 

Ireland’s Overseas Development Assistance (ODA) is an essential element of our overall 
foreign policy and national presence overseas, enabling Ireland to respond to complex human 
needs and humanitarian crises around the world. Peer reviews by the Organisation for Econom-
ic Cooperation and Development (OECD) have consistently stated that Ireland’s development 
cooperation programme is of the highest quality. 

Along with a group of like-minded countries, including other EU partners, the Government 
remains committed to making incremental, sustainable progress towards achieving the UN tar-
get of 0.7% of Gross National Income (GNI) by 2030.  The Programme for Government states 
that “we will continue to make progress towards achieving the UN target of 0.7% of gross na-
tional product for ODA, as economic conditions allow and resources permit”.

The Government reaffirmed its commitment to delivering 0.7% of GNI to ODA by 2030 
in its Global Ireland Strategy. Ireland’s new policy for international development, A Better 
World, was launched earlier this year and provides the framework for that expansion. In order to 
achieve this ambition difficult choices will be required between competing priorities, especially 
if economic circumstances change, and this will require ongoing careful planning and consul-
tation with other Government Departments and stakeholders if a steady, phased and prudent 
approach is to be achieved.

Based on current projections for economic growth, which may change as circumstances 
evolve, achieving the 0.7% target by 2030 would mean more than tripling the current alloca-
tions to ODA, and require sustained, substantial managed increments given that the point of 
departure is 0.3% of GNI this year.  

The Government is already making progress, having increased allocations to official de-
velopment assistance by 32% since 2014. Budget 2019 saw the highest increase in funding 
available in over a decade, with Irish official development assistance in 2019 forecast to reach 
almost €817 million, an increase of approximately €110 million and a 16% increase on the al-
location announced in budget 2018.

Further sustained, managed increments will be required to deliver on the 0.7% commitment 
by 2030, taking into consideration the range of demands across Government and the capacity 
of the public finances to meet them.

I can send the Deputy in writing a table which sets out indicative allocations to ODA, based 
on current economic growth forecasts, which show a possible phased path to reaching the 0.7% 
target by 2030. Allocations will of course be made annually as part of the normal budgetary 
process.

Year ODA level 
€ Million 

Expected ODA/GNI % Target 

2019 817 0.30% 
2023 1400 0.50% 
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Year ODA level 
€ Million 

Expected ODA/GNI % Target 

2025 1800 0.57% 
2027 2100 0.62% 
2030 2500 0.70% 

17/09/2019WRB01600Middle East Issues

17/09/2019WRB0170051. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to recent attacks by Israel in Lebanon, Syria and Iraq; his views on 
the attacks and the increased tension on the border with Israel and Lebanon; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37237/19]

17/09/2019WRB01800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
recent flare-up of hostilities between Hezbollah and Israel along the Lebanese border is very 
worrying. It is the responsibility of all concerned to show restraint and de-escalate tensions 
when they arise, and to respect the sovereignty of their neighbours. I am relieved to see that the 
situation appears to have calmed in recent weeks. 

Of course, both Lebanon and Syria remain officially in a state of war with Israel, with the 
most serious recent conflict taking place in 2006. While this situation persists, the risk of ten-
sions leading to serious violence cannot be ruled out. Ireland believes that an end to conflict, 
and to the formal state of war, is very much in the best interests of the entire region.  The 
presence of Irish troops deployed to UNIFIL along the border make this a matter of particular 
concern for Ireland.

I am aware of reports that Israel is responsible for recent attacks on Iranian targets in Iraq 
and along the Iraq-Syria border. Ireland does not have independent sources of information on 
this so I will not comment on the accuracy of these reports. I would not support or condone at-
tacks of this nature, which risk further destabilising a region where hundreds of thousands have 
been killed in conflict, and where groups such as Islamic State remain ready to take advantage 
of the situation to pursue their horrifying activities. 

Iran’s activities in the region, not least in Syria in support of the Assad regime, also consti-
tute a major destabilising factor which merit strong condemnation. I have personally made clear 
these views to the Iranian Ambassador to Ireland. 

 I also repeat my call on all regional actors to show restraint and refrain from any escala-
tory actions, which could further undermine regional stability, as well as add to the suffering of 
civilians.

17/09/2019WRB01900Departmental Staff Safety

17/09/2019WRB0200052. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the workplace supports available to staff in his Department involved in consular cases, 
particularly in very difficult cases such as Malaysia in summer 2019; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [36514/19]

17/09/2019WRB02100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Irish 
people continue to travel overseas in greater numbers than ever before and the demand for con-
sular assistance has increased significantly in recent years. In 2018, my Department provided 
assistance to Irish citizens in over 2,343 serious consular cases. Regrettably this included as-
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sistance in over 292 cases where citizens died abroad.

A new Consular Strategy 2019-2022 was launched in May, with a focus on ensuring a high 
standard of customer care continues to be delivered to Irish citizens. 

I recognise that there is a risk that this work can impact on staff well-being and welfare, 
particularly when dealing with highly sensitive consular cases. The nature of the work requires 
a comprehensive range of measures to support officers. 

The Consular Division of the Department includes a number of skilled and trained staff who 
can provide support to colleagues who are based overseas. Formal debriefing and supervision is 
provided routinely for those who are assisting in complex and distressing cases. Consular Divi-
sion is also currently running a pilot mental health support programme for staff with St Patrick’s 
Mental Health Services.

Prior to taking up a posting overseas, staff are provided with comprehensive training in the 
management of consular cases. The support is provided by experienced consular assistance 
managers who have themselves undertaken mental health courses. Training and advice is also 
provided by organisations such as the Rape Crisis Centre, the Kevin Bell Repatriation Trust and 
the Irish Hospice Foundation.

In addition, my Department retains a support service operated by an external provider, 
Workplace Options, for all posted staff and their families. The service provides confidential   
welfare advice and counselling on a twenty four-hour basis. 

The Civil Service Employee Assistance Service (CSEAS) more generally has a wide range 
of free and confidential supports to staff. The Department’s Employee Assistance Officer, based 
in Dublin, provides advice to colleagues who are based overseas. 

I am confident that the range of workplace supports provided is comprehensive in assisting 
staff to manage complex and challenging consular cases.

17/09/2019WRB02200Human Rights

17/09/2019WRB0230053. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the efforts he and his European counterparts are making to ensure human and democratic 
rights in China, particularly in view of the recent protests in Hong Kong; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37381/19]

17/09/2019WRB02400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
protection and promotion of universal human rights is one of Ireland’s core foreign policy is-
sues, and we, along with our European counterparts, consistently raise our concerns with regard 
to the human rights situation in China. 

At a bilateral level, Ireland and our partners in the EU discuss these matters during political 
and official contacts with the Chinese authorities. In April this year, the EU also raised human 
rights concerns with China at both the annual EU-China Summit and the EU-China Human 
Rights Dialogue. Ireland and the EU regularly raise human rights concerns at multilateral level, 
in particular at the Human Rights Council, the current session of which is underway in Geneva. 
Ireland also participated in China’s Universal Periodic Review last November, calling for China 
to respect freedom of religion and belief. 

With regards to Hong Kong, Ireland and the EU have been consistent in our support for the 
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One Country, Two Systems principle. 

As I have noted previously in this House, Ireland supports the right to peaceful assembly 
as an important element of democracy, and has consistently encouraged restraint from violence 
and has encouraged engagement in inclusive dialogue. 

The EU, with the support of Ireland, has issued statements in response to developments in 
Hong Kong. The most recent statement was released on the 17 August by High Representative 
Mogherini on behalf of the EU. This statement called for urgent steps to be taken to de-escalate 
the situation, and for all key stakeholders to engage in a broad-based and inclusive dialogue. 
During the current session of the Human Rights Council on 10 September, the EU also ex-
pressed support for the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights’ call for the demonstrations 
to remain peaceful and for the respect of fundamental rights and freedoms, including the free-
dom of assembly.

In that regard, the recent overtures towards dialogue from the Chief Executive are a wel-
come move.

The Consulate General of Ireland in Hong Kong, along with the EU Office and representa-
tives of other EU Member States, have been engaging regularly with the Hong Kong authorities 
and will continue to monitor developments. 

17/09/2019WRB02500Climate Change Policy

17/09/2019WRB0260054. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his attention has been drawn to the unprecedented forest fires in Brazil, particularly in the 
Amazon rainforest (details supplied); and the steps he is taking to ensure that the Amazon, the 
indigenous population that live there and its unique ecosystem are protected. [37239/19]

17/09/2019WRB0270060. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if the 
Government is still intent on supporting the Mercosur trade deal in view of the devastation of 
the fires in the Amazon; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37468/19]

17/09/2019WRB02800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 54 and 60 together.

The fires burning in the Amazon have highlighted the international importance of the Ama-
zon rainforest, particularly in the context of global action on climate change.  

It is essential that each country plays its part in this effort. The Taoiseach has highlighted 
the value Ireland places on this, voicing concerns regarding the fires and urging the Brazilian 
Government to honour its environmental commitments under the Paris Agreement, a key ele-
ment of the EU Mercosur trade deal.  

The Mercosur Agreement includes a detailed chapter on the Sustainable Development Goals 
and recognises the need to address climate change, as well as underscoring the importance of 
both Parties implementing provisions of the Paris Agreement. 

I welcome the action taken by President Bolsonaro to address this crisis, including mobilis-
ing the army to tackle the fires and introducing a 60-day ban on setting fires. Representatives of 
several affected countries in the region met in Colombia earlier this month to discuss the crisis. 
The ‘Leticia Amazon pact’ signed by the group aims to increase regional coordination and step 
up efforts to tackle the crisis, and I discussed the situation with the Foreign Minister of Colom-
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bia, Carlos Holmes Trujillo García, whom I meet earlier today. 

The group was joined at the meeting by leaders of indigenous communities affected by 
deforestation and the fires in the Amazon. It is important that these groups are engaged on this 
issue, and I am deeply concerned by the reports of threats, intimidation and violence against 
environmental and indigenous rights defenders in Brazil, and across the wider Latin America 
region. 

Support for human rights defenders and an open civil society space is a cornerstone of 
Ireland’s foreign policy. The Ambassador of Ireland to Brazil, Seán Hoy, visited the Amazon 
region in July and met with local government representatives and civil society organisations. 

Addressing the challenges of climate change, biodiversity loss and deforestation requires 
effective multilateral cooperation, and Ireland continues to engage on this issue at the EU and 
international level. This engagement takes place through the United Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Paris Agreement. Ireland provides support to 
a number of UNFCCC instruments that contribute financing to deforestation reduction and 
reforestation activities. 

17/09/2019WRB02900Undocumented Irish in the USA

17/09/2019WRB0300055. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the role of his Department in supporting the special envoy to the US Congress on the undocu-
mented; and the resources available to the envoy. [28113/19]

17/09/2019WRB03100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Taoiseach appointed Deputy John Deasy as Special Envoy to the United States Congress on the 
Undocumented Irish in June 2017. As the Taoiseach indicated at the time of the appointment, 
no additional remuneration is paid to the Deputy Deasy in his role as Special Envoy. 

Deputy Deasy is supported, from a logistical perspective, by my staff in the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade. The staff resources required are drawn from existing resources in 
relevant sections of my Department, as needed and on a case by case basis. Deputy Deasy is, in 
particular, supported by the Americas Unit of my Department and by the Embassy of Ireland in 
Washington, D.C. Likewise, Deputy Deasy’s travel and subsistence expenses are covered from 
within the existing resources of my Department, as and when he undertakes activities in con-
nection with his role as Special Envoy.

Over the last year, Deputy Deasy has engaged with key US stakeholders on the issue of 
E3 visas for Irish citizens. In this regard, Deputy Deasy has met with senior officials in the US 
Administration as well as with key representatives from the US Congress in relation to this visa 
bill. Over St. Patrick’s Day 2019, Deputy Deasy also accompanied the Taoiseach on some of 
his engagements in Washington, D.C. He also participated in key elements of the visit of US 
Speaker Pelosi and her accompanying Congressional delegation in April, engaged with senior 
US officials during the visit of President Trump in June, and took part in engagements with a 
bipartisan Congressional delegation that visited in July.

17/09/2019WRB03200EU Migration Crisis

17/09/2019WRB0330056. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on the refusal of Italy and Malta to allow ships carrying asylum seekers to dock at 
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their ports (details supplied); and the steps he is taking in response to this humanitarian crisis. 
[37238/19]

17/09/2019WRB03400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Depu-
ties are aware of my deep concern about the humanitarian situation in the Mediterranean and 
the need for a comprehensive approach to migration.

Italy and Malta have been two of the EU states most affected by the current migration crisis. 
While the social, economic and political stresses arising from the crisis are very considerable, 
it is essential that humanitarian and legal obligations continue to be met. The new Italian Gov-
ernment is considering the Italian position on access for NGO ships.   Following agreement on 
redistribution with other Member States, Italy allowed people, from the Ocean Viking ship, to 
disembark in Lampedusa at the weekend. I was also pleased to note that the new Government 
in its programme for Government has indicated that it will revise the ‘Security and Migration’ 
legislation introduced by former Minister Salvini under the previous administration.

Migration remains a difficult issue within the Union where views can often be sharply di-
vided. There are countries which have been required to take in large numbers of asylum seekers 
and others who continue to resist taking in any. We have consistently called for all EU Member 
States to play their part in burden-sharing and to help to relieve pressure on front-line Member 
States like Italy and Malta. 

The dignity and human rights of those rescued at sea must be respected. Savings lives at sea 
is a major priority for my Department and this Government. Ireland has been active in Search 
and Rescue missions in the Mediterranean since 2015. The Irish Naval Service has rescued 
more than 17,500 people since the beginning of the crisis. 

In addition, Ireland has provided humanitarian assistance in solidarity with other Member 
States on separate occasions by making pledges to take migrants who were rescued in the Medi-
terranean Sea and to process their applications for international protection. 

Since 2015, Ireland has admitted over 2,500 people under the EU Relocation Programme 
and the UNHCR-led refugee Resettlement Programme.

But I believe we need to move from an ad hoc approach and Ireland is working with our EU 
partners to resolve the migration issue and find more sustainable solutions. We believe the solu-
tion will involve consensus among Member States based on solidarity and responsibility. Ire-
land supports measures to address the root causes of irregular migration, through humanitarian 
and developmental programmes in origin and transit countries and closer political, economic 
and development relationships between the EU and its neighbouring countries.

17/09/2019WRB03500Foreign Conflicts

17/09/2019WRB0360057. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade further to Parliamentary Question No. 52 of 29 January 2019, the assessment he has made 
of the extent to which arms supplied by Saudi Arabia are reaching terrorist groups in Yemen; 
the assessment made of the recent peace talks between the UAE, Saudi Arabia and Yemen; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [37460/19]

17/09/2019WRB03700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
crisis in Yemen is a matter of grave concern, and a solution is urgent. More than four years into 
the conflict, Yemen is the world’s largest humanitarian crisis, with almost 80% of the popula-
tion in need of humanitarian assistance. Ireland supports the efforts of the UN Special Envoy to 
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Yemen, Martin Griffiths to bring about a political resolution to the crisis in Yemen, including his 
efforts to ensure implementation of the 2018 Stockholm agreement between the Government of 
Yemen and the Houthi de facto authorities. 

 I am very conscious that this is a multifaceted and extremely complex conflict, involving a 
number of local, regional and international power struggles, often rooted in Yemen’s historical 
divisions. The persistence of the conflict risks leading to further fragmentation, and I support 
efforts to resolve these issues. Unfortunately, recent efforts in Saudi Arabia involving the Gov-
ernment of Yemen and southern militia groups do not appear to have made progress. 

 Ireland has raised concerns about the situation in Yemen in our bilateral contacts with a 
number of third states which are involved in the conflict there, including Saudi Arabia and 
UAE, and also Iran. In these contacts, we have emphasised the need for an end to human rights 
violations and violations of international humanitarian law, and for full and unfettered humani-
tarian access. Most recently, for example, my officials raised our concerns about the situation in 
Yemen with the Saudi Ambassador in Ireland, during a meeting held last week. 

Illicit and irresponsible arms flows fuel violence and organised crime, terrorism and con-
flicts, thwarting sustainable development and crisis management efforts. Ireland does not have 
our own independent sources of information on illicit arms flows to non-state actors in Yemen, 
but we support international efforts to tackle and monitor illicit arms flows, through our support 
for the effective implementation of the Arms Trade Treaty, the 2018 EU Strategy on Small Arms 
and Light Weapons and the EU sponsored iTrace project. All EU member states have signed 
up to the Arms Trade Treaty, which exists to ensure that arms sales do not fuel conflicts, and to 
prevent arms from falling into the hands of non-state actors. 

Those countries which do have arms industries have a particular responsibility to ensure that 
arms do not ultimately fall into the wrong hands. If arms sold to Saudi Arabia have fallen into 
the hands of terrorists or non-state actors, obviously this would be a matter of deep concern.

Ireland takes every opportunity to press for a political solution to the crisis in Yemen, and 
for an end to violations of human rights and international humanitarian law, and for unfettered 
humanitarian access to Yemen. Since 2012, Ireland has provided over €22 million in humanitar-
ian assistance to Yemen, including a contribution of €5 million this year. Ireland will continue 
to do what we can to assist the political and humanitarian effort in Yemen, through supporting 
the efforts of the UN, as well as advocating for an end to the conflict in our bilateral contacts.

17/09/2019WRB03800Middle East Peace Process

17/09/2019WRB0390058. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade when Ireland will officially recognise the state of Palestine in view of the recent state-
ments of the Prime Minister of Israel, Mr. Benjamin Netanyahu, that he will permanently seize 
additional territory in the West Bank; the reason for the delay in doing so in view of the unani-
mous passing of a motion by Dáil Éireann on 10 December 2014 requesting the Government to 
do so; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37459/19]

17/09/2019WRB04000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Programme for Government states that Ireland will “honour our commitment to recognise the 
State of Palestine as part of a lasting settlement of the conflict.” Successive Governments have 
seen recognition coming in the context of an overall peace agreement. 

However, in the context of widespread frustration at the lack of political progress towards 
an agreement, and not least in light of the views expressed by the Dáil and the Seanad in 2014, 
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we have discussed here in the Oireachtas on a number of occasions the question of whether the 
formal recognition of Palestine, in advance of its full achievement on the ground, would be a 
helpful step in advancing a resolution of the Israel- Palestine conflict. 

I have also regularly discussed the issue with EU partners and with leaders in the region, 
including with President Abbas during his visit to Ireland in September of last year. 

One of the many factors bearing on this question is the importance of assessing whether 
recognition now would positively affect the peace process or merely be viewed as a symbolic 
gesture, swiftly overtaken and surpassed by events on the ground. Recognition by Ireland will 
also undoubtedly affect Ireland’s ongoing influence on the Middle East Peace Process at EU 
and international level, and it is imperative that it does not diminish Ireland’s impact without 
delivering a commensurate benefit for the Palestinian people. 

I have stated that I will be ready to recommend immediate recognition of the State of Pales-
tine to the Government, if and when I believe it would be helpful in achieving our objective of a 
free and sovereign Palestinian State, or advancing the peace process in that direction. I have not 
yet concluded that it would be helpful at this time, but situations change, and I keep this matter 
under continuous and active review. 

Annexation of territory by force is prohibited under international law, including the UN 
Charter. The EU has reiterated, on numerous occasions, that it will not recognise any changes 
to the pre-1967 borders, including with regard to Jerusalem, other than those agreed by the par-
ties. With regard to the comments which Prime Minister Netanyahu made last week about the 
Jordan Valley, I would not usually comment on what is said in the course of an election cam-
paign. However, due to the gravity of the issue in this case, I felt it was important to make my 
views known. I also directed my officials to speak to the Israeli Ambassador and to request that 
he convey Ireland’s position directly to his authorities. Ireland and the EU will monitor closely 
the actions of the next Israeli Government.

Ireland remains fully committed to the resolution of the Middle East conflict, through an 
agreed settlement which includes the establishment of a sovereign State of Palestine recognized 
by all, living side by side in peace with the State of Israel, bringing to an end to the occupation 
that began in 1967. All of my actions on this issue are taken in pursuit of that objective.

  Question No. 59 answered with Question No. 47.

  Question No. 60 answered with Question No. 54.

17/09/2019WRB04300Human Rights Cases

17/09/2019WRB0440061. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that a lawsuit (details supplied) in Colombia has been 
filed by two communities in La Guajira, four national NGOs and three members of the National 
Congress of Colombia; if the case is being tracked by his Department in view of its connection 
in Ireland; and if the ESB has been briefed by his Department on the case in view of the fact it 
buys significant amounts of coal from the mine and the commitments of his Department regard-
ing the National Plan on Business and Human Rights 2017-2020. [37240/19]

17/09/2019WRB04500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
aware of the matter to which the Deputy refers, and of the issues that have been raised regard-
ing the Cerrejón mine by environmental and indigenous rights activists in La Guajira.  I remain 
concerned at reports of the activities of the mine having a detrimental impact on the environ-
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ment and on local communities. 

As I have stated previously, matters related to the ESB fall under the remit of my colleague, 
the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment. However, as Tánaiste and 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, I have written to the ESB requesting further information 
on this issue, which I will be happy to share once received. 

Officials at my Department in Dublin and at our Embassy in Bogotá have been monitoring 
this situation closely and engaging with relevant stakeholders. Officials have met with repre-
sentatives of the mine and have discussed the human rights issues that have been raised by civil 
society groups in the area. Officials have also discussed the situation with partner organisations 
in Colombia involved in monitoring human rights in the area, and intend to visit La Guajira, 
where the mine is located, in the near future.

The relationship between business and human rights is fundamental to securing a society 
that works for all citizens, and this is a priority for me and my Department. In November 2017, 
my Department launched the National Plan on Business and Human Rights 2017 -2020 to give 
effect to the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights. The aim of the Plan is to 
promote responsible business practices at home and overseas by all Irish business enterprises 
in line with Ireland’s commitment to the promotion and protection of human rights globally. 
The Plan is directed at Government and State agencies, Irish companies operating at home and 
overseas, and multinational enterprises operating in Ireland. 

The establishment of the Business and Human Rights Implementation Group was a key 
commitment of the National Plan. The Implementation Group, established in December 2018, 
is mandated to meet at least twice per year. I was pleased to be able to participate in the inaugu-
ral meeting of the Group on 16 January 2019.  The Implementation Group went on to hold its 
first working meeting on 3 April 2019 and is scheduled to meet again in October. 

My Department and I will continue to monitor this situation closely and engage with rel-
evant stakeholders on the important issues raised by civil society groups regarding the mine.

17/09/2019WRB04600Irish Aid

17/09/2019WRB0470062. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the way in which he can ensure that disability inclusive development will be realised 
within the international development policy of Irish Aid and that persons with disability will be 
a key priority within the development policy. [37368/19]

17/09/2019WRB04800Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The Government’s new policy for international development, A Better World, sets 
out the framework for delivering Ireland’s development programme.  That policy sets out how 
through that programme Ireland will help deliver on the promise of the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals.  The SDGs require Ireland to help ensure that no one is left behind: this includes 
those with disabilities. 

To help deliver on the SDGs promise to leave no one behind, Ireland’s international devel-
opment programme works with a wide range of civil society, bilateral and multilateral organi-
sations active in the areas of health, education and human rights to improve the lives of people 
living with disabilities.  In addition, Ireland advocates for the needs and rights of people with 
disabilities through policy engagement in the EU, and with the UN and other international bod-
ies.
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In delivering A Better World,    Ireland will continue to mainstream disability across our 
international development programmes and policies, complementing this work with support for 
disability-specific interventions, with particular emphasis on women and girls with disabilities.

17/09/2019WRB04900Northern Ireland

17/09/2019WRB0500063. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
status of efforts to restart the executive in Northern Ireland; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [37462/19]

17/09/2019WRB05100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
continuing absence of the power-sharing Executive and Assembly in Northern Ireland and the 
North South Ministerial Council is of grave concern for the Government as it is for the British 
Government.

I have engaged extensively with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland throughout the 
latest talks process, to encourage the parties to reach an accommodation. I continued this en-
gagement over the summer months and I remain in regular and ongoing contact with Secretary 
of State Smith (we met most recently yesterday), to work to secure agreement between the par-
ties to get all of the institutions of the Agreement up and running again. 

All five political parties have engaged constructively in the talks process with that objective 
over the last number of months. Progress has been made across a range of important issues. 
However, some key outstanding issues remain and finding final agreement on these issues will 
require genuine and courageous dialogue and leadership by the party leaders in Northern Ire-
land. 

The awful murder of Lyra McKee and the outpouring of public feeling that followed de-
mands a serious response at political level. People want the devolved power-sharing institutions 
up and running again to represent their interests and deal with the issues and challenges that 
Northern Ireland faces at present, not least the difficulties raised by the UK exit from the Euro-
pean Union. The functioning of the North South Ministerial Council is also urgently required, 
to bring together the Executive and the Government to oversee and develop co-operation on the 
island, and as a vital part of the Good Friday Agreement. 

In this context, the political parties, in particular the two largest parties, must live up to 
their responsibilities and be open to fair and workable compromises on the small number of 
outstanding issues, to secure the overall interests of people in Northern Ireland and to protect 
and operate the institutions of the Good Friday Agreement again. 

This will be difficult, but the two Governments believe that this can, and must, be achieved. 
Accordingly, the Government will continue to do everything possible to support continuing 
engagement and progress in discussions between the political parties, working with the UK 
Government in any scenario, as co-guarantors of the Good Friday Agreement.

  Question No. 64 answered with Question No. 45.

17/09/2019WRB05300Human Rights

17/09/2019WRB0540065. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views on the ongoing political crisis and human rights violations in Bahrain; the posi-
tion of Ireland on the crisis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37370/19]
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17/09/2019WRB05500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
human rights situation in Bahrain remains a matter of concern. Citizens in Bahrain are living in 
an increasingly restrictive society and there has been further erosion of fundamental freedoms 
in recent years, including freedom of opinion and expression.

I was alarmed to learn of the executions of three people in July, including two human rights 
activists. A moratorium on the death penalty had been in place in Bahrain since 2010, and we 
saw the resumption of capital punishment in Bahrain in 2017 as a very negative development. 
Respect for human rights is an integral part of Ireland’s foreign policy, and we condemn the use 
of the death penalty in all circumstances. Along with our EU partners, Ireland calls on Bahrain 
to again introduce a moratorium on executions, as a step towards the abolition of the death 
penalty.

Through our interventions at the UN Human Rights Council (HRC) Ireland has sought to 
ensure that the human rights situation in Bahrain, and in other locations where we have con-
cerns, remains in focus. Ireland has repeatedly raised human rights concerns in Bahrain at the 
HRC in recent Item 4 Statements (“human rights situations that require the Council’s atten-
tion”). For example, in September 2018, Ireland expressed concerns about the ongoing restric-
tions on civil society space and the treatment of human rights defenders, and called on Bahrain 
to respect freedom of opinion and expression, and in February 2019, we reiterated that concern 
at the ongoing detention of human rights defenders. At the last HRC session in June/July 2019, 
Ireland called on Bahrain to ensure respect for freedom of opinion and expression and the right 
to a fair trial. At the most recent HRC Universal Periodic Review of Bahrain’s human rights 
record in 2017, Ireland urged Bahrain to accept an open offer by the Office of the High Com-
missioner for Human Rights to visit Bahrain. 

We have also raised the issues of human rights in Bahrain in bilateral dialogue; for example, 
officials from my Department met with officials from the Bahraini Embassy in March 2019 and 
raised our human rights concerns directly with them. 

My Department will continue to monitor developments in Bahrain, and to call on the Bah-
raini Government to deliver on its stated commitment to make progress in relation to human 
rights.  We shall do so both directly with Bahraini officials, as well as at EU and international 
level, as opportunities arise.

17/09/2019WRB05600UN Security Council

17/09/2019WRB0570066. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
status of Ireland’s efforts to win a seat at the UN Security Council; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37463/19]

17/09/2019WRB05800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
expected date of the election for the two available seats in the Western European and Others 
Group (WEOG) for the UN Security Council term 2021-2022 is approximately nine months 
away. 

The campaign is a priority across the whole of Government. The UN is central to Ireland’s 
foreign policy.  Our effort to secure a seat, which was announced in 2005, reflects this.  I am 
particularly conscious that we are seeking a seat on the Council at a time when multilateralism 
is being undermined.  It is my strong belief that, in these circumstances, it is important that Ire-
land should demonstrate its willingness to participate in the work of multilateral institutions.  I 
know this view is widely shared in the Oireachtas.
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All appropriate regional, multilateral and bilateral engagements are being utilised by An 
Taoiseach; me, as Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade; Ministers across Gov-
ernment and by Ministers of State, to promote and discuss Ireland’s candidature.  Officials at 
my Department are also fully engaged in the effort to ensure success.  Ireland last served on the 
Council from 2001-2002.

In making our case to the 192 other Members States of the UN, we are highlighting our 
consistent record at the UN throughout more than six decades of active membership. We have 
a strong record at the UN in the areas of peacekeeping, sustainable development, humanitarian 
action, disarmament and human rights. 

The case for our candidature echoes our policy interests, our values and our history of posi-
tive engagement at the global level.  We are committed to the principles and values of the UN 
Charter which have stood the test of time for 74 years and we will demonstrate this commitment 
if we are elected to the Council.    

The contest for the two seats is very competitive.  Our opponents, Canada and Norway, are 
strong members of the UN and important bilateral partners.  We enjoy excellent relations with 
both and cooperate on many issues at the UN and beyond.  Indeed, my Norwegian counterpart 
visited Ireland just last month and I had the opportunity to meet with her to discuss a range of 
issues of mutual interest. 

Later this month I will travel to the 74th session of the UN General Assembly with the Presi-
dent, and the Taoiseach. The UN is organising five Summits in as many days, addressing Cli-
mate, Financing for Development, Health, Small Island Developing States and the Sustainable 
Development Goals.  In addition to participating in the Summits, we will take the opportunity 
to raise the profile of our Security Council candidature with Member States. We aim to meet 
senior representatives of a wide range of States to press our case and seek their support at the 
election which is expected to take place in June 2020. In addition to those bilateral meetings, 
the President, Taoiseach and I will participate in events that showcase Ireland’s principled and 
consistent foreign policy on issues such as the Middle East Peace Process, disarmament and 
the importance of multilateralism. Our programmes will, of course, include a number of events 
with important bilateral and Irish community dimensions.

17/09/2019WRB05900Brexit Negotiations

17/09/2019WRB0600067. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has spoken with Mr. Michel Barnier recently; and if there is a European Council 
meeting in September 2019. [37642/19]

17/09/2019WRB06100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): 
Throughout the Article 50 process I, as well as officials from my Department, have had frequent 
and ongoing contact with representatives from other EU27 Member States, the Commission 
and the Article 50 Task Force headed by Michel Barnier. 

I spoke with Mr Barnier by phone on Monday (16 September), ahead of President Juncker’s 
meeting with Prime Minister Johnson.  As in my most recent meeting with Mr Barnier in Brus-
sels on 19 July, we took stock of the ongoing talks between the EU and the UK.  The EU’s 
strong solidarity with Ireland and its absolute commitment, notwithstanding the ongoing politi-
cal impasse in the UK, to protect the Good Friday Agreement remains clear. 

While we welcome the intensification of discussions between the European Commission 
and the UK, it is the UK’s responsibility to come forward with legally operational solutions that 
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are compatible with the Withdrawal Agreement.  At this point, no such proposals have yet been 
made, and it is important that the UK communicate their concrete ideas to the Commission on 
how they intend to deliver an orderly withdrawal.  

I plan to meet Mr Barnier again shortly, and senior officials from my Department and the 
Department of the Taoiseach continue to engage with the Task Force on a regular basis.

A meeting of the General Affairs Council on 16 September was attended by Minister McEn-
tee and a meeting of the Foreign Affairs Council will take place on 14 October, which I will 
attend. While Brexit is not formally on the agenda for these Councils, the meetings will provide 
a further opportunity to discuss issues relating to Brexit and other issues of mutual concern with 
our partners. 

The next meeting of the European Council will take place on 17-18 October.

17/09/2019WRC00200Discussions with European Leaders

17/09/2019WRC0030068. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he has spoken with Ms Ursula von der 
Leyen since her ratification as President of the European Commission. [34764/19]

17/09/2019WRC00400The Taoiseach: I spoke with Ursula von der Leyen on 12 July to congratulate her on her 
nomination by the European Council for President of the European Commission.  

I also wrote to her on 31 July nominating Phil Hogan for a second term as Ireland’s member 
of the European Commission

I look forward to working with her during her term in office to advance the Strategic Agenda 
adopted by the European Council in June to guide the work of the Institutions over the next five 
years.

17/09/2019WRC00500Cyber Security Protocols

17/09/2019WRC0060069. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach if there are dedicated, professionally 
trained and certified cybersecurity staff for cybersecurity protocols under the remit of his De-
partment; if such specialists are being recruited; if his Department maintains a risk register 
of security breaches; and if so, if there are staff that analyse, log and maintain such a register. 
[36412/19]

17/09/2019WRC00700The Taoiseach: There are no staff assigned to my Department who are dedicated solely to 
‘cyber security protocols’ and there are no immediate plans to recruit such a specialist.

One element of the Head of ICT’s role in my Department is ‘Implementing technologies 
relevant to the security and protection of data within the Department’s ICT Systems and In-
frastructure  ’. This is done in conjunction with the core ICT team assigned to the Department 
which includes a Cyber Security Responder who is currently seconded to my Department from 
the National Cyber Security Centre. The remit of my Department’s ICT team is significantly 
broader than the area of cyber security.

As necessitated by particular projects, the core ICT team is often supplemented with ex-
ternal resources who have specialised expertise in the rapidly evolving and expanding field of 
cyber security and information security.
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A Risk Register of potential attempts at security breaches is maintained and if deemed nec-
essary by the core ICT team, can be made available to the National Cyber Security Centre or to 
my Department’s external partners for further inspection and action.

My Department works closely with and has ongoing contact with the Computer Security 
Incident Response Team in the National Cyber Security Centre who provide regular guidance 
and advice relating to current internet security alerts and threats. Prevention and mitigation 
measures recommended by the Response Team are reviewed as soon as they are received and 
they are appropriately actioned.

The response to cyber threats continues to be a whole-of-Government challenge with the 
Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment leading on the development 
of a new National Cyber Security Strategy. A public consultation took place recently on the 
development of the new Strategy which will seek to take account of heightened threats, new 
responsibilities, and the need to develop new skills and wider engagement internationally.

17/09/2019WRC00800Departmental Administrative Arrangements

17/09/2019WRC0090070. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach if his Department has a disaster recovery 
plan, business continuity plan and or disaster recovery sites. [36413/19]

17/09/2019WRC01000The Taoiseach: The Department of the Taoiseach has as a Business Continuity Plan, which 
is kept under review.

17/09/2019WRC01100Departmental Internships

17/09/2019WRC0120071. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach the number of unpaid internships is-
sued and or granted to persons to work in his Department over the past five years to 28 August 
2019; the number of persons who took up unpaid internship roles in that timeframe; and if his 
Department continues to offer unpaid internships. [36415/19]

17/09/2019WRC01300The Taoiseach: My Department does not have an internship programme and has not of-
fered or granted any unpaid internship positions over the past five years to 28 August 2019. 
During this period, a small number of students were facilitated with placements in my Depart-
ment as part of their studies.

17/09/2019WRC01400Departmental Websites

17/09/2019WRC0150072. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Taoiseach the reason links from search engines or 
other sources to documents found on the website of his Department now link to a Department 
home page rather than the document itself; his plans to rectify the situation; and the advice 
taken before the change was implemented. [36418/19]

17/09/2019WRC01600The Taoiseach: Government Department websites are currently undergoing a significant 
change in how they present online content to citizens and businesses, with a view to making 
them easier to use and more accessible to citizens.  Over time, Department websites are being 
moved to one single website, gov.ie, giving people a one stop shop for accessing information on 
Government services and organisations.

It is generally seen as best practice to pursue the consolidation of public service information 
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into one consistent accessible website. 

The most digitally advanced countries within the EU (see the EU eGovernment Benchmark 
2018 - Denmark, Estonia, Austria, Latvia and Malta), have already moved to a single digital 
gateway approach. Furthermore, a 2016 market research exercise carried out by the Office of 
the Government Chief Information Officer within the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform found that the concept of a single, online portal for government was positively received 
by both the general public and representative bodies alike. This view was again confirmed by a 
subsequent market research exercise carried out in late 2018.

Following a government decision in December 2017 to migrate all Ministerial Department 
websites to gov.ie, work has proceeded on this basis.  

So far, 5 departments have moved their website content to gov.ie - the Departments of the 
Taoiseach; Public Expenditure and Reform; Rural and Community Development; Transport, 
Tourism and Sport; and Finance.

As a part of the migration to gov.ie, content from websites is reworked and moved into the 
gov.ie website (for example, efforts are made to make the services content easier to understand 
through the use of plain English).  Post migration, the internet addresses for the new content 
within gov.ie is different from the addresses of the content, including documents, on the old 
websites.

The migration of a website to a new one with a different address necessarily breaks links to 
the old website content from external sources.  This happens in all website migrations, includ-
ing the department websites in question.  This issue is temporary in nature as search engines 
re-index content on the internet, and also as external sites (that are not search indexes) update 
their links to point to the new location of content.  

Over time, the issue of finding broken links and being redirected to a department’s homep-
age on gov.ie will become less and less frequent, and will eventually cease to occur. 

To reduce the temporary impact of the website migrations, the occurrence of visitors to bro-
ken links within gov.ie is monitored via site analytics. In conjunction with each department’s 
content manager, work is continuously being undertaken where possible to redirect such broken 
links to the correct and new location within gov.ie. Furthermore, prior to website migration into 
gov.ie, work is undertaken to pre-emptively set up such redirects to popular content so as to 
reduce the likelihood of this issue arising.

Between search engine re-indexing and the ongoing efforts based on website analytics, the 
user experience of gov.ie in regards to the matter the Deputy refers will improve over time.

17/09/2019WRC01700Departmental Expenditure

17/09/2019WRC0180073. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach the amount expended on the renewal 
of licences (details supplied) by his Department since 2009 to date in 2019; and the amount 
projected to be spent on the renewal of such licences by his Department over the next five years. 
[36419/19]

17/09/2019WRC01900The Taoiseach: IBM Notes, known as Lotus Notes prior to 2012, is used in the Department 
of the Taoiseach and is appropriately licensed. Although some of the core functionality associ-
ated with IBM Notes has been migrated to more modern alternatives, IBM Notes continues to 
be an important business application which is used throughout the Department on a daily basis.
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Email, calendaring and some other functions are no longer provided by IBM Notes. Other 
functions will be replaced over time but are contingent on the availability of appropriate alter-
natives such as the Financial Management Shared Services Project. 

Since 2009, my Department has paid a total of €145,170.23 for IBM Notes (formerly Lotus 
Notes) licences. Licences for IBM Notes are on a ‘Per User’ basis and are procured through a 
competitive procurement process. 

In the last ten years, 3 different companies have been successful in the various procurement 
processes undertaken for IBM Notes licences. 

Although subject to further procurement processes, it is anticipated that over the coming 
years that the annual expenditure in relation to IBM Notes licences will be broadly similar to 
previous years. 

However, the IBM Notes product was acquired by HCL Technologies at the end of June 
2019 and there is a possibility that the licensing model may change during that transition.

Full details of costs associated with IBM Notes licences from 2009 to date in 2019 are pro-
vided in the table below and all costs are provided inclusive of VAT.

Licensing Year Order Date Procured From Cost
2009 17 Dec 2008 System Dynamics Ltd. €16,971.73
2010 30 Nov 2009 System Dynamics Ltd. €9,780.75
2011 06 Dec 2010 Triangle Computer Services 

Ltd.
€13,075.80

2012 07 Dec 2011 System Dynamics Ltd. €14,002.01
2013 20 Nov 2012 System Dynamics Ltd. €18,010.83
2014 21 Dec 2013 System Dynamics Ltd. €14,393.98
2015 11 Dec 2014 System Dynamics Ltd. €9,587.53
2016 15 Dec 2015 System Dynamics Ltd. €10,548.36
2017 14 Dec 2016 Triangle Computer Services 

Ltd.
€11,567.04

2018 24 Nov 2017 Domino People Ltd. €12,755.96
2019 02 Jan 2019 Domino People Ltd. €14,476.24

17/09/2019WRC02000Ministerial Advisers Data

17/09/2019WRC0210074. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Taoiseach the name of each person employed as 
an adviser or special adviser to him and the Minister of State in his Department; and the salary 
of each in tabular form. [36420/19]

17/09/2019WRC02200The Taoiseach: The list of advisers employed by my Department, as outlined in the fol-
lowing table, comprises those working with me, those in Government Press Secretary roles, 
advisers working with the Independent Alliance and Independent Ministers and advisers to the 
Government Chief Whip.

Name Role Salary Scale
Brian Murphy Chief of Staff Deputy Secretary
John Carroll Head of Policy and Programme 

Implementation 
Assistant Secretary
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Name Role Salary Scale
Patrick Geoghegan Special Adviser to the Taoiseach Assistant Secretary (equiva-

lent)
Angela Flanagan Special Adviser to the Taoiseach Principal Officer
Philip O’Callaghan Special Adviser to the Taoiseach Principal Officer
Clare Mungovan Special Adviser to the Taoiseach Principal Officer
Jim D’Arcy Special Adviser to the Taoiseach Assistant Principal (Higher)
Nick Miller Government Press Secretary Assistant Secretary
Sarah Meade Assistant Government Press 

Secretary
Principal Officer

Catherine Halloran Deputy Government Press Sec-
retary

Principal Officer

Name Role Salary Scale
Peter Feeney Special Adviser to the Govern-

ment Chief Whip
Principal Officer

Peter Harper Special Adviser to the Govern-
ment Chief Whip

Principal Officer

Name Role Salary Scale
Tony Williams Chief Strategist for the Indepen-

dent Alliance 
Principal Officer

Donal Geoghegan Political Coordinator for Inde-
pendent Ministers 

Principal Officer

The Special Advisers working in my office provide briefings and advice on a wide range of 
policy matters, as well as performing other functions as I may direct from time to time. They 
also liaise with other Special Advisers in each Government Department so that I am informed 
on developments across Government.  

The Government Press Secretary acts as a spokesperson for me, as Taoiseach, and the Gov-
ernment and is assisted by the Assistant Government Press Secretary in coordinating the media 
relations of all Government Departments. 

The Deputy Government Press Secretary - who is also based in my Department  - coordi-
nates communications for all the Independents in Government.

Special Advisers working with Minister of State Helen McEntee and Minister of State Paul 
Kehoe are employed by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and Department of De-
fence respectively.

17/09/2019WRC02300Consultancy Contracts Data

17/09/2019WRC0240075. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach the names of external consultancies 
that delivered and continue to deliver advice and training on all aspects of GDPR in the context 
of preparedness and ongoing upskilling of staff regarding the regulation; and the cost expended 
on the external advice and training of same to date in tabular form. [36421/19]

17/09/2019WRC02500The Taoiseach: I wish to advise the Deputy that the names of the companies/consultancies 
that have delivered advice and training on the EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
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to staff in the Department of the Taoiseach since 2016 and the costs of same are set out as re-
quested, in the following table.

Year Course/Conference Provider Cost (inc VAT where 
applicable)

2016 Privacy and Data Protection 
Conference (2 participants)

Irish Centre for Eu-
ropean Law

€ 320.00

2016 Data Protection Training 
(14 participants)

DCM learning € 695.00

2016 International Association 
of Privacy Professionals 
(IAPP)
- Training (1 participant)

International As-
sociation of Privacy 
Professionals (IAPP)

€ 665.50

2016 IAPP Training 
Courses(including annual 
IAPP membership for 2 
persons)

IAPP €3,485.00

2016 Annual Data Protection 
Compliance Conference

PDP Conferences €1,009.00

2017 Privacy and Data Protection 
Conference (2 participants)

Irish Centre for Eu-
ropean Law

€  320.00

2017 Preparing for GDPR (1 
participant)

Commercial Media 
Group (CMG)

€  448.90

2017 Preparing for GDPR (1 
participant)

CMG €  448.90

2017 GDPR for State Bodies – 
Training (1 participant)

CMG €  365.00

2018 GDPR Compliance Course 
(2 participants)

Legal Island Ltd €1,217.70

2018 GDPR Training Course (1 
participant)

Sureskills Ltd €  395.00

2018 National GDPR Conference 
(2 participants)

CMG €  971.70

2018 Preparing for GDPR DPO 
training (1 participant)

CMG €  375.00

2018 GDPR and Media Relations 
(1 participant)

Media hq €    50.00

2018 GDPR/FOI training (1 
participant) 

CMG €  395.00

2018 DPO official training 
5-days (1 participant)

IACT € 888.00

2019 Customised e-training 
course in GDPR  for De-
partment Staff to take on 
their PCs     
- All Grades included

Colleary & Co. €8,118.00

2019 Data Privacy Conference (1 
participant)

CMG €  485.95

Total to date €20,653.65
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17/09/2019WRC02600Departmental Customer Charters

17/09/2019WRC0270076. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach the number of complaints his Depart-
ment received under the customer service charter in 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019; and if his 
attention has been drawn to issues and or problems in having complaints registered. [36423/19]

17/09/2019WRC02800The Taoiseach:  Ten customer service complaints have been received in my Department 
since 2017.  Five complaints were received in 2017, four complaints were received during 2018 
and one complaint has been received to date in 2019.  I am not aware of any issues with the 
registration of complaints in my Department.

17/09/2019WRC02900Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

17/09/2019WRC0300077. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he has spoken with Prime Minister 
Johnson recently; and if so, the issues discussed. [36953/19]

17/09/2019WRC03100The Taoiseach: I held a positive and constructive meeting with Prime Minister Johnson 
in Government Buildings on Monday 9 September. Discussions focused largely on the UK’s 
departure from the EU, recognising of course, that negotiations take place through the Brussels 
Task Force. We agreed that we both want to see an agreement between the European Union and 
the UK.  While discussions were at an early stage, common ground was established in some 
areas although significant gaps remain.

We also discussed Northern Ireland and our shared commitment to the Good Friday Agree-
ment and the restoration of the power-sharing institutions in Northern Ireland and we looked 
forward to meeting again in the near future.

I have also spoken twice by phone with the Prime Minister when we discussed the ongoing 
political talks in Northern Ireland and Brexit.

17/09/2019WRC03200Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

17/09/2019WRC0330078. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his meeting with the 
US Vice President, Mr. Pence, and the issues discussed. [36954/19]

17/09/2019WRC03400The Taoiseach: I met the Vice President of the United States, Mike Pence, on Tuesday 3 
September. The Vice President was on an official visit to Ireland, marking the latest in a series 
of high-level visits by representatives of the US Government this year, including President 
Trump and Speaker Pelosi.

I was pleased to host the Vice President, the Second Lady and other family members for a 
lunch, which was largely social in nature. 

The Vice President and I, accompanied by officials, then held a bilateral meeting at which 
we discussed several issues of mutual interest including US-Ireland bilateral relations, includ-
ing economic relations; Brexit, including its potential impacts on this island; developments 
relating to Northern Ireland; and immigration issues. We also discussed international trade, 
including the prospect for an EU-US trade agreement.

17/09/2019WRC03500Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements
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17/09/2019WRC0360079. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he has met or spoken with Ms Arlene 
Foster recently; and if so, the issues discussed. [36955/19]

17/09/2019WRC03700The Taoiseach: I met DUP Leader Arlene Foster when we both attended the funeral of Ms 
Lyra McKee in Belfast in April.  I also met with her in Washington in March during my visit 
for St Patricks Day.

I expect to meet her again soon. 

The Government is in ongoing contact with the Northern Ireland parties, both through the 
work undertaken by the Tánaiste to progress the restoration of the NI institutions and also at 
official level. 

17/09/2019WRC03800Citizens Assembly

17/09/2019WRC0390080. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Taoiseach when he plans to convene a citizens’ 
assembly to discuss the provision of a directly elected mayor for Dublin. [35633/19]

17/09/2019WRC04000The Taoiseach: At its meeting on the 11 June 2019, the Government agreed to the estab-
lishment of a Citizens’ Assembly on gender equality and noted that a further Citizens Assembly 
would subsequently be established to consider the best model of local government for Dublin 
and, in particular but not exclusively, the issue of a directly elected mayor and his or her powers. 

The Government agreed that these Assemblies would run consecutively  commencing with 
the Assembly  on gender equality and that the work programme for this Assembly should be 
constructed  so that consideration of the topic can be completed within six-months where pos-
sible.  The preparatory work is underway to establish the Citizens Assembly on gender with a 
view to a first meeting as soon as possible.  The Dublin Citizens Assembly will be the subject of 
a further Memorandum to Government in due course in the context of progress on the Citizens 
Assembly on gender equality.

17/09/2019WRC04100Employment Data

17/09/2019WRC0420081. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Taoiseach the number and percentage of persons in em-
ployment compared to 2011 and 2016 in counties Longford and Westmeath. [35136/19]

17/09/2019WRC04300Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Seán Kyne): The exact 
information requested by the Deputy is not available. 

The Labour Force Survey (LFS) is a household survey which provides quarterly statistics 
on employment and unemployment and is the official source of labour market estimates in the 
State.  The primary classification used for the LFS results is the ILO (International Labour Of-
fice) labour force classification.

The definition of “In Employment” is persons who worked in the week before the survey 
for one hour or more for payment or profit, including work on the family farm or business and 
all persons who had a job but were not at work because of illness, holidays etc. in the week. 

The employment rate (ILO) is the number of employed persons aged 15-64 expressed as a 
percentage of the total population aged 15 to 64.

The most recent figures available from the LFS are for the second quarter (Q2) of 2019.  
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The quarterly LFS labour market estimates are produced by NUTS3 Regions (NUTS3 is 
regional classification)   Due to the methodology and sample size of the survey it is not possible 
to produce reliable county estimates from the LFS. 

The NUTS 3 Midland region includes counties Laois, Longford, Offaly and Westmeath. 

Table 1 shows the population, persons in employment and employment rate classified by 
NUTS 3 Midland region in Q2 2011, Q2 2016 and Q2 2019.

Table 1 Population, persons in employment (ILO) and employment rate classified by 
NUTS3 Midland region Q2 2011, Q2 2016 and Q2 2019

Q2 2011 Q2 2016 Q2 2019
Population:  Persons aged 15-64 
years (‘000)

185.8 188.2 195.1

In Employment: Persons 15 years 
and over (‘000)

101.9 111.7 127.5

of which: Persons aged 15 to 64 
years (‘000)

99.6 108.7 122.8

Employment rate %:  Persons aged 
15-64

53.6 57.7 62.9

Source: Labour Force Survey (LFS), Central Statistics Office, Ireland.

Data may be subject to future revision.

Data may be subject to sampling or other survey errors, which are greater in respect of 
smaller values or estimates of change.

Reference period:Q2 Apr-Jun.

17/09/2019WRC04400Cabinet Committee Meetings

17/09/2019WRC0450082. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Taoiseach the number of times Cabinet committee E 
(Health) has met in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019. [35099/19]

17/09/2019WRC04600The Taoiseach: The Cabinet Committee on Health met on six occasions in 2016: on 12 
May, 16 June, 21 July, 22 September, 7 November and 13 December. 

In 2017, it met on 11 January, 2 February, 21 March, 27 April and 30 May. It met twice more 
in 2017 as Cabinet Committee E (Health) on 12 September and 23 November.

Cabinet Committee E met twice in 2018 - on 11 April and 22 November.

Following a Government decision in July, the Cabinet Committee structures were reorgan-
ised. Health is now covered by the Cabinet Committee on Social Policy and Public Services, 
which met for the first time on 10 September 2019. Sláintecare and Scheduled and Unscheduled 
Care were discussed at this meeting.

In addition to meetings of the full Cabinet and of Cabinet Committees, I often meet with 
Ministers on an individual basis to focus on particular issues. In this regard, I meet regularly 
with Minister Harris to discuss issues relating to our health service.
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17/09/2019WRC04700Jobs Data

17/09/2019WRC0480083. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Taoiseach the number and proportion of jobless house-
holds on a percentage basis; and the corresponding EU number and average rate. [36850/19]

17/09/2019WRC04900Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Seán Kyne): The exact 
information requested by the Deputy is not available.

The Labour Force Survey (LFS) is a household survey which provides quarterly statistics 
on employment and unemployment and is the official source of labour market estimates in the 
State.  

The quarterly LFS results include the following jobless household indicators. The indicator 
“Proportion of persons aged 0 - 17 years living in jobless households” is calculated as the share 
of persons aged 0 - 17 years who are living in households where no one is in employment.

The indicator “Proportion of persons aged 18 - 59 years living in jobless households” is 
calculated as the share of persons aged 18 - 59 years who are living in households where no one 
is in employment.  

The indicator “Proportion of persons aged 0 - 59 years living in jobless households” is cal-
culated as the share of persons aged 0 - 59 years who are living in households where no one is 
in employment.  

Students aged 18 - 24 years who live in households composed solely of students (persons 
who have indicated that their Principal Economic Status is Student) of the same age class are 
not included in the jobless household indicators for those aged 18 – 59 years and 0 – 59 years. 

The most recent annual figures available from the LFS for comparison against European 
results (EU 28) are for the year 2018. 

Table 1 shows the LFS jobless household indicators for Ireland classified by age group and 
the latest corresponding EU 28 data for 2018.

Table 1 LFS jobless household indicators, Ireland and EU 28, 20181   (annual average) 

Proportion of persons aged 0-17 years in 
jobless households

2018 1

Ireland 11.4%
EU 28 9.4%
Proportion of persons aged 18-59 years in 
jobless households
Ireland 9.4%
EU 28 9.0%
Proportion of persons aged 0-59 years in 
jobless households
Ireland 10.0%
EU 28 n/a
Source: Labour Force Survey (LFS), Central Statistics Office, Ireland and Eurostat.

1  Calculated as average of four quarters.

Data may be subject to future revision.
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Data may be subject to sampling or other survey errors, which are greater in respect of 
smaller values or estimates of change.

Reference period: January - December (annual average).

17/09/2019WRC05000Defence Forces Recruitment

17/09/2019WRC0510084. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the criteria 
used in the appointment of members of the public to interview boards dealing with positions 
in the Defence Forces; if there is a geographical representation on such interview boards; if 
preference is given to applicants based or living in Dublin; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [37339/19]

17/09/2019WRC05200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Civilians are ap-
pointed by the Minister, on the recommendation of the Public Appointments Service, to po-
sitions on interview boards for the purpose of assessing and recommending Defence Forces 
personnel for promotion. Geographical representation is not a factor in the appointments.

17/09/2019WRC05300Air Corps Strength

17/09/2019WRC0540085. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number 
of vacancies for technicians at airman rank in the Air Corps; the number of technicians in the 
Air Corps in training; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37366/19]

17/09/2019WRC05500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe):  The military au-
thorities have advised that there are currently 76 vacancies for Aircraft Technicians at Airman 
rank. There are 35 apprentice technicians currently in training with further inductions expected 
in October 2019.

The recent report of the Public Service Pay Commission examined recruitment and reten-
tion issues in the Defence Forces made a series of recommendations. The recommendations 
on increases to MSA, the reintroduction of a service commitment scheme for pilots in the Air 
Corps and changes to duty allowances and are being considered by the Defence Forces Rep-
resentative Associations. Work is also ongoing to implement other recommendations in the 
Report, including a review of technical pay.

17/09/2019WRC05600Defence Forces Recruitment

17/09/2019WRC0570086. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if a new 
recruitment campaign for the Defence Forces will start before the end of 2019; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37367/19]

17/09/2019WRC05800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): General Service 
recruitment to the Permanent Defence Force is now open for applications all year round fol-
lowing the campaign launch in March 2019. In July 2019, a further awareness exercise was 
conducted in the media and it is intended that awareness/recruitment stands will be in place at 
upcoming high profile national events such as the Ploughing Championship and the Irish Times 
Higher Options expo in the RDS.   
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17/09/2019WRC05900Capital Expenditure Programme

17/09/2019WRC0600087. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the projected 
increase in the gross capital expenditure ceiling applying to his Department in 2020 over 2019; 
and the projects this increase has been earmarked for. [37454/19]

17/09/2019WRC06100Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Mid-Year 
Expenditure Report (MYER) for 2019 sets out the baseline position in relation to gross Voted 
expenditure ceilings. The MYER makes provision for a capital expenditure allocation of €113 
million for Defence in 2020, in accordance with the National Development Plan. This repre-
sents an increase of €7 million on the corresponding 2019 allocation.

The National Development Plan provides an overall capital expenditure allocation of €541 
million for Defence for the period from 2018-2022. This level of capital  funding will allow 
Defence to continue its programme of sustained equipment replacement and infrastructural 
development, as identified and prioritised in the White Paper on Defence.

17/09/2019WRC06200Defence Forces Pensions

17/09/2019WRC0630088. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if a commitment can 
be made to continue to provide funding for the medication of a person (details supplied) who is 
on an Army disability pension. [37725/19]

17/09/2019WRC06400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Army Pen-
sions Acts 1923-1980 provide for the grant of pensions and gratuities to former members of the 
Permanent Defence Force (PDF) in respect of permanent disablement due to a wound or injury 
attributable to military service (whether at home or abroad) or due to disease attributable to or 
aggravated by overseas service with the United Nations.  

Section 25 of the Army Pensions Act, 1927 provides that the Minister may defray the cost of 
any medical examination or treatment undergone by direction of the Minister, where the grant 
of pension has not yet been made final.  

The cost of the medication for the person in question was covered by my Department under 
this provision of the Acts while they were in receipt of a temporary disability pension.  How-
ever, once their pension was made final the provision no longer applied therefore the individual 
was informed in writing of the position and given time to make alternative arrangements.

There are no provisions under the Army Pensions Acts or otherwise for my Department to 
continue funding the medication in this case. 

The person in question may wish to contact their local health office to see if any assistance 
can be given with regard to his medication.  

17/09/2019WRC06500Good Friday Agreement

17/09/2019WRC0660089. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his Department has examined or commissioned a cost profile of the likely costs of a united 
Ireland. [36416/19]

17/09/2019WRC06700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
full implementation and effective operation of the Good Friday Agreement is a priority for the 
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Government. 

The principle of consent and the possibility of change in the constitutional status of North-
ern Ireland are fundamental elements of the Good Friday Agreement, endorsed by the people 
of this island North and South. 

The approach of the Government in relation to Irish unity is of course guided by Article 3 of 
the Constitution, as amended by the people in 1998. 

Under the Agreement, the two Governments firstly “recognise the legitimacy of whatever 
choice is freely exercised by a majority of the people of Northern Ireland with regard to its 
status, whether they prefer to continue to support the Union with Britain or a sovereign united 
Ireland”. 

Secondly, the two Governments “recognise that it is for the people of the island of Ireland 
alone, by agreement between the two parts respectively and without external impediment, to 
exercise their right to self-determination on the basis of consent, freely and concurrently given, 
North and South, to bring about a united Ireland, if that is their wish, accepting that this right 
must be achieved and exercised with and subject to the agreement and consent of a majority of 
the people of Northern Ireland”. 

In the event that, “in the future, the people of the island of Ireland exercise their right of 
self–determination on the basis set out…above to bring about a united Ireland, it will be a bind-
ing obligation on both Governments to introduce and support in their respective Parliaments 
legislation to give effect to that wish”.

The holding of a referendum in this jurisdiction is connected with the calling of a border 
poll, under the terms of the Good Friday Agreement, in Northern Ireland. Under the Good Fri-
day Agreement, the Secretary of State shall exercise this power “if at any time it appears likely 
... that a majority of those voting would express a wish that Northern Ireland should cease to be 
part of the United Kingdom and form part of a united Ireland.”

While the decision to hold such a poll in Northern Ireland rests with the Secretary of State 
for Northern Ireland, the Government does not believe it likely at present that such a border poll 
in the near future would result in a decision on the part of a majority of the people of Northern 
Ireland in favour of constitutional change. 

In these circumstances, it is the Government’s clear view that such a poll would only in-
crease uncertainty and division at an already difficult and sensitive time.

The Government respects everyone’s right on this island to make the case for the consti-
tutional future they wish to see for Northern Ireland - whether nationalist, unionist or neither. 
The Good Friday Agreement - and the two sovereign Governments - explicitly recognise and 
validate the legitimacy of both of these constitutional positions, which are deeply held. 

In the absence of the prospect of a referendum in the near future, the Government has no 
immediate plans for specific preparations on this issue, nor has there been in the past. This in-
cludes the commissioning or formal examination by my Department of a profile of the potential 
costs of a United Ireland. My Department is aware of the academic and other research papers 
on the subject which have been published.

In the event of a future referendum within the consent provisions of the Good Friday Agree-
ment, the Government would make all necessary preparations in accordance with the terms of 
the Constitution and the principles and procedures of the Agreement.
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The Government’s immediate priorities are to secure the functioning of the devolved power-
sharing institutions and the North South Ministerial Council, which are at the heart of the Good 
Friday Agreement, and to ensure the protection of the Agreement in all its parts and the gains 
of the Peace Process, in the context of the UK decision to exit the European Union under any 
scenario.

17/09/2019WRC06800Discussions with European Leaders

17/09/2019WRC0690090. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has spoken to his EU counterparts recently regarding Brexit. [36956/19]

17/09/2019WRC07000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I con-
tinue to have frequent and ongoing contact with representatives from other EU Member States 
and the European Commission on a range of EU issues including Brexit.

Over the last few weeks, I have held bilateral meetings with the Czech Prime Minister, 
Andrej Babiš, and Foreign Minister, Tomáš Petrícek, in Prague; the French Prime Minister, 
Edouard Philippe, and Minister for European Affairs, Amélie de Montchalin, in Paris; and the 
Danish Foreign Minister, Jeppe Kofod, in Copenhagen. I also met again with the Polish For-
eign Minister, Jacek Czaputowicz, in Warsaw, while attending events to commemorate the 80th 
Anniversary of the outbreak of World War II.   The informal meeting of EU Foreign Ministers 
in Helsinki on 29-30 August also provided an opportunity to engage with my EU counterparts, 
including German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas.

It is clear from each of these meetings that solidarity for the EU’s approach to Brexit remains 
strong and that our partners continue to understand the unique position Ireland finds itself in. 

I have also met with members of the new UK Government, including UK Foreign Secretary 
Dominic Raab, Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union, Stephen Barclay, Secretary 
of State for Northern Ireland Julian Smith and the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, Mi-
chael Gove.  These meetings provided an opportunity to reiterate that the EU remains open to 
working constructively with any UK proposals so long as they are compatible with the With-
drawal Agreement, and that the EU is open to reworking the Political Declaration, within the 
bounds of European Council guidelines.  It is up to the UK to provide specific, realistic propos-
als, that provide the same protections as the backstop, that is protecting the GFA,  avoiding a 
hard border, including related checks and controls,  preserving the all-island economy, and the 
integrity of the Single Market and Ireland’s place in it. 

17/09/2019WRC07100Arms Trade

17/09/2019WRC0720091. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if Ireland will join the 29 countries calling for a prohibition on fully autonomous weapons, in-
cluding the ban in participating, supporting the development of and-or manufacturing or trading 
such lethal autonomous weapons also known as LAWS before a robotic arms race ensues; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [36975/19]

17/09/2019WRC07300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland 
has a clear, long-standing policy of promoting effective multilateral cooperation, the rule of 
law and good global governance. We consider it an imperative to seek multilateral solutions to 
global challenges and threats to international peace and security, including those arising from 
new technological developments and advancements.



17 September 2019

29

Ireland regards the area of Lethal Autonomous Weapon Systems (LAWS) as one of the most 
pressing issues facing the disarmament agenda.  Their development and deployment raises 
serious ethical, moral and legal questions, with the possibility of contravening International 
Humanitarian Law and International Human Rights Law, reshaping modern warfare, and ex-
acerbating asymmetries of power between States. We believe that there is an urgent need for 
tangible international responses to address these challenges.

The principal multilateral space for addressing these challenges  is the Group of Govern-
mental Experts (GGE) on LAWS.  This is a UN body that operates by consensus.  While con-
scious of the difficulties in achieving consensus within the Group, Ireland believes that progress 
can continue to be made there and we remain committed to achieving a consensus outcome at 
this stage.  We welcome the outcome of the most recent GGE meeting in August 2019, whereby 
States agreed to endorse a set of Guiding Principles and decided to continue work for an ad-
ditional two years.  The decision to extend these discussions reflects the fact that States believe 
further progress can be achieved within the context of the GGE. Working to achieve consensus 
within the UN system remains the most effective way to comprehensively address the emerging 
challenges posed by LAWS.  The GGE is relevant and representative because it encompasses 
125 countries, including those countries most likely to develop these new weapon systems.

In the short term, we see a political declaration on LAWS as the outcome most likely to 
secure agreement.  We also see value in developing an internationally-agreed legal instrument 
designed to ensure human control over autonomous weapon systems.  While a number of States 
have called for a pre-emptive ban, we do not see a consensus emerging in the GGE around calls 
for a pre-emptive ban at this stage.  We have continuously reiterated that the GGE needs, as a 
matter of urgency, to make substantive progress in order to ensure that technological develop-
ments do not outpace the international community’s ability to regulate these weapons.

Ireland also recognises the valuable contribution of civil society in these on-going discus-
sions. We have funded and partnered with civil society to facilitate informal discussions among 
States and civil society to allow a better understanding of the commonalities that exist between 
States on this complex issue. We look forward to continuing our engagement with civil society 
in the future on this important topic.

17/09/2019WRC07400Northern Ireland

17/09/2019WRC0750092. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on the increased use of violence in Derry recently, particularly the acts against the 
PSNI; and if he has discussed same with his UK counterpart. [37435/19]

17/09/2019WRC07600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): 
There has been a worrying increase in the number and tempo of dissident republican attacks  
in Derry and other parts of Northern Ireland. In the past ten days, the PSNI have recovered 
two bombs which they have attributed to the ‘New IRA’ and which they believe were intended 
to kill PSNI officers. During the search operation to retrieve the second bomb, in the Creggan 
area of Derry, the PSNI came under sustained attack from missiles and petrol bombs thrown 
by young people thought to be directed by older New IRA elements. In the previous week, 
there were also three paramilitary style attacks which have resulted in six people being injured.  

Let me reiterate, there is no place and no possible justification for the use or the threat of 
violence on this island.  The people of this island endorsed the Good Friday Agreement making 
clear that the only way to change the constitutional status of Northern Ireland is by peaceful and 
democratic means and through consent.  I call again on those engaged in violence to cease now, 
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your actions are repugnant to the people of this island and are counter-productive to the vision 
you wrongly claim to represent.

This level of violence is entirely unacceptable and causes untold disruption and anxiety 
within communities. The people of the Derry City and Strabane District have been unequivocal 
in their condemnation of this violence and local politicians have been consistent in urging those 
responsible to get off the backs of the local communities. 

My officials are in regular contact with local political and community representatives as 
well as the PSNI and will continue this engagement during this period of increased tension.  

I am in regular contact with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Julian Smith MP, 
and I met with him on Monday 16 September, as did my colleague the Minister for Justice 
Charles Flanagan. Both Governments are acutely aware that the current political vacuum is 
creating a situation which sinister elements such at the New IRA are seeking to exploit. We are 
continuing to work together on efforts to restore a functioning Executive and Assembly which 
will bring much needed stability for dealing with these types of threats.

17/09/2019WRD00200Northern Ireland

17/09/2019WRD0030093. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he is concerned or has concerns regarding increased dissident activity in the Border region in 
the event of a hard Brexit. [37436/19]

17/09/2019WRD00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
very concerned at the recent increase in dissident republican activity in border areas. 

The discovery of bombs in Wattle Bridge, Fermanagh; Strabane, Co. Tyrone; and Derry city 
were all linked to dissident republican activity and were all intended to kill PSNI officers and 
risked the lives of people living in these areas.   

It is well understood that dissident republicans are using the current political vacuum in 
Northern Ireland and uncertainty created by Brexit as an opportunity to recruit new members 
and to perpetuate their false narrative. An Garda Síochana and PSNI authorities have said pub-
licly that any border infrastructure or personnel would become targets for dissident republican 
paramilitaries and require police or other protection.  To be clear, the fragility in the peace pro-
cess predates Brexit, but it is also clear that the Brexit process has exacerbated the regrettable 
polarisation that had already been occurring.

The Irish Government’s determination to avoid a hard border reflects our determination to 
protect all of the gains of the Good Friday Agreement and the peace process, political, econom-
ic, societal and security.  Being cognisant of these risks, the Government has been consistent in 
its opposition to a hard border on the island of Ireland. The consequences of a no deal Brexit for 
the political process in Northern Ireland could be very damaging. A no deal Brexit risks the re-
introduction of some form of checks near the border which could significantly undermine wider 
community relations and political stability in Northern Ireland, and would bring with it signifi-
cant potential related security concerns. 

I am continuing to work urgently and in partnership with my counterpart, the Secretary 
of State for Northern Ireland, to support the restoration of the institutions of the Good Friday 
Agreement to full operation on a more sustainable basis, and to address key issues of division 
between the main parties that have affected partnership government in Northern Ireland. Hav-
ing the institutions working on behalf of all the people of Northern Ireland would be an essential 
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step to restoring positive momentum in the peace process and could make a major contribution 
to managing the impacts of any Brexit scenario on the island.

A no deal exit will not be our choice and the only clear way to avoid this is to ratify the 
Withdrawal Agreement. Without the Withdrawal Agreement and the backstop, there are no easy 
answers. There is a process of engagement between Ireland and the European Commission on 
how to meet, in a no deal scenario, our shared twin objectives of protecting the integrity of the 
Single Market and Ireland’s place in it, and avoiding a hard border on the island of Ireland. 

17/09/2019WRD00500Consular Services Provision

17/09/2019WRD0060094. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [37003/19]

17/09/2019WRD00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I can 
confirm to the Deputy that I am aware of this difficult and long-running consular case and that 
officials from my Department have been in ongoing contact with the citizen, most recently on 
10th September 2019.

My Department has been providing consular assistance to the family of the citizen since first 
being made aware of the case. Officials continue to engage with the appropriate local authorities 
with a view to ascertaining a possible way forward.

My Department will continue to provide all possible and appropriate assistance in relation 
to this difficult situation.

17/09/2019WRD00800Human Rights

17/09/2019WRD0090095. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that over 600 political prisoners in Bahrain have under-
taken a hunger strike to protest against the degrading and inhumane prison conditions since 17 
August 2019 (details supplied); and if the issue will be raised as a matter of urgency with his 
counterpart in Bahrain. [37280/19]

17/09/2019WRD01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
human rights situation in Bahrain is a matter of concern. Citizens in Bahrain are living in an 
increasingly restrictive society and there has been further erosion of fundamental freedoms in 
recent years, including freedom of opinion and expression. I remain concerned about the deten-
tion of a number of people in Bahrain, both in respect of the grounds for detention, and their 
treatment by the Bahraini authorities. 

Many political prisoners are being held in Jau Prison in Bahrain where there are widespread 
reports of bad conditions and mistreatment of prisoners, including allegations of torture. I un-
derstand that a large number of the prisoners have gone on hunger strike in response to these 
conditions.  

   Respect for human rights is an integral part of Ireland’s foreign policy. Ireland attaches a 
high priority to safeguarding human rights defenders, and continually advocates for freedom 
for civil society actors to operate in a safe and enabling environment, without repression. Ire-
land urges all States to safeguard the human rights of prisoners and detainees and is committed 
to the prevention and eradication of torture and other forms of cruel, inhuman or degrading 
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treatment or punishment. These principles feed into our bilateral dialogue; for example, of-
ficials from my Department met with officials from the Bahraini Embassy in March 2019 and 
raised our human rights concerns directly with them. 

Ireland, as a small country, amplifies its voice on human rights issues through multilateral 
engagement and through measured recommendations offered as part of constructive dialogue.

Through our interventions at the UN Human Rights Council (HRC) Ireland has sought to 
ensure that the human rights situation in Bahrain and in other locations where we have concerns, 
remains in focus. Ireland has repeatedly raised human rights concerns in Bahrain at the HRC in 
recent Item 4 Statements (“human rights situations that require the Council’s attention”). For 
example, in September 2018, Ireland expressed concerns about the ongoing restrictions on civil 
society space and the treatment of human rights defenders, and called on Bahrain to respect 
freedom of opinion and expression. In February 2019, Ireland reiterated concern at the ongoing 
detention of human rights defenders. In our most recent Item 4 statement at the Human Rights 
Council in June/July 2019, Ireland called on Bahrain to ensure respect for freedom of opinion 
and expression, and the right to a fair trial.  

At the most recent HRC Universal Periodic Review of Bahrain’s human rights record in 
2017, Ireland urged Bahrain to accept an open offer by the Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights to visit Bahrain.

With regard to the rights of prisoners and detainees in general, Ireland co-sponsored HRC 
Resolution 36/16, which calls upon States to ‘investigate promptly, effectively and impartially 
all alleged human rights violations and abuses suffered by persons deprived of their liberty, in 
particular cases involving death, torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punish-
ment, to provide effective remedies to the victims, and to ensure that detention administrations 
cooperate fully with the investigating authority and preserve all evidence’. Ireland has also co-
sponsored; Resolution 30/7, concerning human rights in the administration of justice; Resolu-
tion 31/31, concerning torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment; 
and UN General Assembly Resolution 71/188, also concerning human rights in the administra-
tion of justice. 

My Department will continue to monitor developments in Bahrain, and to call on the Bah-
raini Government to deliver on its stated commitment to make progress in relation to human 
rights.  We shall seek all opportunities to do so both directly with Bahraini officials, as well as 
at EU and international level.

17/09/2019WRD01100Public Services Card

17/09/2019WRD0120096. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he has received a briefing regarding findings of the Data Protection Commission relating to the 
use of the public services card in view of the fact that the Commission found there was no legal 
basis for Departments, except for the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection, 
to insist persons must obtain a card to access a public service; if a review has been conducted 
into the use of the card by his Department; if data has been deleted by his Department collected 
from persons using the card; and if the Passport Office is not requesting applicants to use the 
card to apply for passports. [37281/19]

17/09/2019WRD01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Since 
March 29 2016, the Passport Service has required all first time passport applicants, aged 18 and 
above, who are resident in Ireland to submit a copy of their Public Services Card (PSC) with 
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their passport application. This also applies to adult applicants whose most recent passport has 
expired more than five years previously and to adult applicants whose passport was issued be-
fore 1 January 2006 and has been reported as lost, stolen or damaged.  

Upholding the integrity of the Irish Passport is a key commitment of the Passport Service 
and the Passport Service believes that the presentation of the PSC is an important means of 
identity verification for applicants, particularly adult applicants making first time applications.

The Passport Service is aware of the Data Protection Commission’s concerns on matters 
pertaining to the PSC. I have directed the Passport Service to undertake a review of documents 
required for first time adult passport applicants with specific reference to the requirement to 
submit a copy of their PSC as part of their application. 

The Passport Service will continue to accept a copy of an applicant’s PSC as valid identifi-
cation for first time adult applications and other applicable categories of application. Where the 
applicant does not present their PSC, an application can proceed if an applicant either presents 
original Government-issued photographic identification, such as a driver’s licence or a pass-
port from another country, or attends for interview in person at the Passport Offices in Cork or 
Dublin. 

Having regard to Article 6(1)(e) of General Data Protection Regulation and Section 8 of 
the Passports Act 2008, as amended, the Passport Service receives and processes personal data 
for the purpose of verifying the identity of the passport applicant, establishing the applicant’s 
citizenship and issuing passports.  The data collected for this purpose is held by the Passport 
Service only as long as there is a business need to do so in line with the purpose(s) for which 
it was collected. In the case of passport issuance, this data is held for the validity period of 
the passport plus an additional five years. After this time, data is marked for destruction and 
is destroyed in line with internal guidelines and guidelines for destruction received from the 
National Archives Office.

17/09/2019WRD01400Colombian Peace Process

17/09/2019WRD0150097. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to recent negative developments regarding the peace process in 
Colombia in that the peace process is under strain and there is an increased risk of renewed 
violence; the new measures he will take to support the peace process; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37282/19]

17/09/2019WRD01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): As the 
Deputy will be aware, Ireland has been a long-standing and committed supporter of the Colom-
bian peace process. Ireland has committed more than €14 million in funding to Colombia since 
2007 to prevent conflict, build peace, protect human rights and support the livelihoods of rural 
populations. 

Ireland was a founding member of the EU Trust Fund for Colombia, and continues to pro-
vide funding to the UN Multi-Partner Trust Fund, and the Office of the UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights in Colombia, in their work to support the implementation of the peace ac-
cords.  

I met today with Foreign Minister Trujillo of Colombia and we had a very useful discussion 
on the current state of the peace process. 

I am aware that there have been some concerning recent developments in Colombia’s peace 
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process. The video that circulated of a number of former FARC leaders stating their intention 
to withdraw from the peace process is deeply troubling. However, it is understood that the vast 
majority of former FARC members remain committed to reincorporation and to the peace pro-
cess. 

I would like to echo the EU statement of 29 August which underlines that the only way 
to properly address differences and overcome difficulties in the implementation of the peace 
agreement is through dialogue and political participation. As all deputies in this House are 
aware, building peace is a task that requires sustained engagement and the dedication of Gov-
ernment, those formerly engaged in the conflict, and civil society, with the support of the inter-
national community. 

Ireland will continue to provide support to the Colombian peace process through funding to 
international organisations, but also through lesson sharing programmes between Ireland and 
Colombia, based on our own experience of peace building on this island. As we know well in 
Ireland, the signing of a peace agreement only marks the beginning of a process. We understand 
the slow and painstaking work that goes into building trust between communities to enable 
reconciliation and to develop a culture of trust. We have had many dark moments and setbacks, 
and we understand that peace building is the work of generations. 

The opening of our Embassy in Bogotá earlier this year marked a significant moment in our 
relationship with Colombia, and has also enhanced our ability to provide support to the Co-
lombian peace process. Officials at are Embassy monitor developments in this area closely and 
regularly engage on peacebuilding and reconciliation with the Colombian Government. 

My Department supported the travel of three experts from Northern Ireland to Colombia 
in June to engage with the Government on key elements of the peace agreement and its imple-
mentation. Officials at my Department in Dublin were also pleased to meet last week with Dr. 
Emilio Archila, Presidential Counsellor for Stabilisation and Consolidation of Colombia, who 
is responsible for the implementation of the peace accords. 

Ireland remains committed to supporting the full implementation of the peace accords in 
Colombia to ensure a more peaceful future for all Colombians. I look forward to continuing to 
work with the Government of Colombia and with our EU partners to ensure a coordinated and 
effective approach that best supports the peace process.

17/09/2019WRD01700Foreign Conflicts

17/09/2019WRD0180098. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to increased military attacks in Yemen (details supplied); and if 
he raised the deep concerns of Ireland with his counterparts from Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates. [37283/19]

17/09/2019WRD01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I con-
tinue to be gravely concerned about the ongoing crisis in Yemen. Over four years of conflict 
have resulted in the world’s worst humanitarian crisis, with the country’s economy decimated 
and millions on the brink of famine. It is vital that we continue to push for a political resolution 
to the conflict that is driving this crisis. Ireland supports the efforts of the UN Special Envoy to 
Yemen, Martin Griffiths, to bring about such a resolution, including his efforts to ensure imple-
mentation of the 2018 Stockholm agreement between the Government of Yemen and the Houthi 
de facto authorities. 

While the UN Special Envoy is mandated to focus his mediation efforts on the two main 
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parties to the conflict, there are many other armed groups operating in Yemen and controlling a 
patchwork of areas across the country. I was very concerned to hear of a new front opening up 
in August in the southern port city of Aden, where forces who had previously fought against the 
Houthis have attacked government forces. 

I wish every success to efforts to promote negotiations between the Government of Yemen 
and southern militia groups, and I regret that the recent talks in Saudi Arabia have not yet led 
to success. 

In addition to the humanitarian crisis, the persistence of widespread human rights abuses 
and violations of international humanitarian law is particularly worrying. I have put Ireland at 
the centre of UN efforts to prepare the ground for accountability in the long term for what has 
occurred in Yemen.  Ireland is a member of the core group which helped establish the Group 
of Eminent Experts on Yemen at the Human Rights Council in September 2017. The Group’s 
second report, released earlier this month, makes for sobering reading with conditions on the 
ground in Yemen having worsened. There continues to be a lack of accountability for the gross 
violations of international law committed by all sides. Ireland will push for a renewal of the 
Group’s mandate at the Human Rights Council so that it can continue to carry out its vital work 
in recording and reporting on these violations. 

Ireland has communicated its concerns about the situation in Yemen directly to the Saudi 
Arabian and UAE authorities on numerous occasions. In February 2019, I relayed Ireland’s 
strong views directly to the Saudi Ambassador, particularly on the safety of civilians and hu-
manitarian access. Senior officials from my Department again conveyed Ireland’s concerns to 
the Saudi Ambassador in a meeting last week.

Since 2012, Ireland has provided over €22 million in humanitarian assistance to Yemen, in-
cluding a contribution of €5 million this year. Ireland will continue to do what we can to assist 
the political and humanitarian effort in Yemen, through supporting the efforts of the UN, as well 
as advocating for an end to the conflict in our bilateral contacts.

17/09/2019WRD02000Dublin-Monaghan Bombings

17/09/2019WRD0210099. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has had recent discussions relating to outstanding issues for the victims and relatives 
of the Dublin and Monaghan bombings. [26844/19]

17/09/2019WRD02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): 17 May 
last marked the 45th anniversary of the appalling attacks of the Dublin and Monaghan bomb-
ings in which 33 people were murdered. The Minister for Justice and Equality, Charles Flana-
gan TD, represented the Government at the remembrance ceremony in Dublin. 

The Government stands in solidarity with all those who lost loved ones or were injured on 
that day, and who suffer still as a result of these bombings. 

The implementation of the All-Party Dáil motions relating to the Dublin and Monaghan 
bombings is a priority for the Government, as highlighted in the Programme for a Partnership 
Government. 

The All-Party motion on the 1974 Dublin Monaghan bombings adopted by the Dáil on 25 
May 2016 has, like those adopted in 2008 and 2011, been conveyed to the British Government.

These motions call on the British Government to allow access by an independent, interna-
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tional judicial figure to all original documents relating to the Dublin and Monaghan bombings, 
as well as the Dublin bombings of 1972 and 1973, the bombing of Kay’s Tavern in Dundalk and 
the murder of Seamus Ludlow.

The Government is committed to actively pursuing the implementation of these all-Party 
Dáil motions. We have consistently raised the issue with the British Government on a bilateral 
basis, including at the British-Irish Inter-Governmental Conference, most recently on 8 May.

I and Minister Flanagan made clear to our counterparts at the Conference that the absence 
of a response from the British Government is of deep concern to the Government, and that there 
remains an urgent need for a response. 

The Government will continue to engage with the British Government on this request, at 
senior political level and in official level engagement by my Department, to pursue all possible 
avenues to achieve progress on this issue, consistent with the request made by this House and 
until a resolution is found.

The Government maintains a close and cooperative relationship with Justice for the Forgot-
ten, as we continue work to seek the full facts of the appalling events of 25 May 1974 and of 
other attacks in this jurisdiction during the Troubles.

17/09/2019WRD02300Brexit Negotiations

17/09/2019WRD02400100. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his plans regarding the way in which the single market will be protected. [37404/19]

17/09/2019WRD02500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Among 
the priorities of the Government’s approach to the Brexit negotiations is the need to protect the 
Good Friday Agreement and protect the EU’s Single Market and Ireland’s place it.  The ratifica-
tion of the Withdrawal Agreement remains the best plan to deliver these twin objectives.  Only 
the backstop provides an all-weather legal guarantee through alignment with those rules of 
the Single Market and Customs Union necessary to avoid a hard border and protect the Single 
Market and Ireland’s place in it. This is why the backstop remains an absolutely necessary part 
of the Withdrawal Agreement.  

However, given the current political uncertainty in London, there is a significant risk of a 
no deal Brexit.   In the absence of a Withdrawal Agreement, there are no easy solutions. We 
continue our work with the European Commission to address the shared twin objectives of pro-
tecting the Good Friday Agreement and protecting the Single Market and Ireland’s place in it.  

Any solutions agreed will be clearly sub-optimal to the backstop. A no deal Brexit would 
have far-reaching consequences on the island of Ireland, with a particular impact on North-
South trade, which could no longer be a frictionless as it is today.  The impact of tariffs, and of 
the customs and SPS requirements and associated checks necessary to preserve the integrity of 
the Single Market and Ireland’s full participation in it, would be significant for the operation 
of the all-island economy, with additional costs and disruption for businesses throughout the 
island. 

The Government will continue its efforts to protect the Good Friday Agreement and the 
gains of the peace process – this will never be in question. Similarly, our place in the Single 
Market is at the core of our economic model, and will remain so. 
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17/09/2019WRD02600Middle East Peace Process

17/09/2019WRD02700101. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views on a proposal for Israel to annexe parts of the occupied West Bank; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [37568/19]

17/09/2019WRD02800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Prom-
ises made during the election campaign in Israel, including threats to annex lands in the West 
Bank, are irresponsible and have a damaging impact on the prospects for a peace agreement and 
an end to the conflict.

Unhelpful election rhetoric is not unique to Israel, and Ireland and the EU will ultimately 
judge the next Israeli Government on its actions. But such words are not without consequence, 
since they send dangerous messages and contribute to a climate of fear and insecurity among 
Palestinians.

Annexation of territory by force is illegal under international law, including the UN Charter. 
Any unilateral annexation by Israel of occupied territory would have no legitimacy, and would 
not be recognised or accepted by Ireland or the international community more generally.

The position of Ireland and the EU is clear. We will not recognise any changes to the pre-
1967 borders, including with regard to Jerusalem, other than those agreed by the parties. It has 
long been proposed that a future peace agreement may involve some agreed mutual border 
adjustments, but such changes can only be by mutual agreement. 

With regard to Prime Minister Netanyahu’s remarks last week about the Jordan Valley, I 
would not usually comment on what is said in the course of an election campaign. However, 
due to the gravity of the issue, I felt it was important to make my views known. I also directed 
my officials to speak to the Israeli Ambassador and to request that he convey Ireland’s position 
directly to his authorities. 

The EU position has also been reaffirmed publicly following PM Netanyahu’s comments. 
As set out in numerous Foreign Affairs Council conclusions, the EU will not recognise any 
changes to the pre-1967 borders including with regard to Jerusalem, other than those agreed 
by the parties. The settlement policy, including in East Jerusalem, is illegal under international 
law. Its continuation undermines the viability of the two-state solution and the prospects for a 
lasting peace. Ireland and the EU will monitor closely the actions of the next Israeli government 
in this context.

17/09/2019WRD02900Foreign Conflicts

17/09/2019WRD03000102. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has made representations to the Indian authorities regarding oppression and human 
rights issues in Kashmir; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37569/19]

17/09/2019WRD03100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
aware of the ongoing situation in Kashmir and my Department is monitoring developments 
closely. I hope that the situation will be resolved peacefully, and support the EU’s position, 
which is in favour of direct dialogue between India and Pakistan. 

Ireland also supports UN Secretary-General Guterres’ call for restraint from all parties, and 
continues to work within the EU and the UN to address concerns of human rights violations in 
Kashmir. The EU’s recent statement at the UN Human Rights Council, which Ireland supports, 
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encouraged the Indian Government to continue to lift remaining restrictions and to maintain the 
constitutional rights and freedoms of the affected population. 

Officials in my Department, including in our Embassies in India and Ankara (which is ac-
credited to Pakistan), will continue to monitor the situation. 

17/09/2019WRD03200Foreign Conflicts

17/09/2019WRD03300103. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will report on representations he has made regarding the political and military situ-
ation in Sudan; if he has discussed the situation in Sudan with his European Union colleagues; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37570/19]

17/09/2019WRD03400Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non): The recent political events in Sudan followed many months of demonstrations, which 
began in December 2018 and were led by a diverse coalition of groups known as the Forces 
for Freedom and Change (FFC). Demonstrations were triggered initially by spiralling costs of 
living and quickly developed into calls for ex-President al Bashir’s resignation, after 30 years 
in power. Control was seized by the military who dissolved the Government and announced a 
takeover by the Transitional Military Council (TMC). 

Ireland continues to engage with our EU partners to ensure a strong and unified EU posi-
tion on the situation in Sudan.  On 17 June the Foreign Affairs Council discussed how the EU 
could best support a peaceful transition to a civilian-led transitional Government in Sudan.  As 
EU, we urged all regional and international actors to play a constructive and coordinated role 
in support of the African Union.  We also strongly condemned the violence against protestors, 
including sexual and gender-based violence.  

Following several months of negotiations, which took place against a backdrop of ongoing 
demonstrations and violence against protesters, on 17 August the military and the opposition 
signed an agreement to establish a transitional Government in Sudan. The EU remains fully 
engaged in the situation in Sudan, and as an expression of strong political support, the EU 
along with a number of other international partners, signed the agreement as a witness. The EU 
welcomed the agreement as an important milestone and called on all parties to implement it in 
good faith.   

The Tánaiste also warmly welcomed the signing of that agreement. He acknowledged the 
prominent role played by women and youth in the protests, and commended the strong engage-
ment of the African Union and Ethiopia in mediating the talks. Together with our EU partners, 
Ireland will support a civilian-led political transition, which we hope will pave the way for 
peace, security and economic growth in Sudan.

Ireland further welcomes the recent establishment of the new civilian-led transitional Gov-
ernment in Sudan, including the appointment of a civilian Prime Minister and the inclusion of 
four women in the new cabinet. It is also very positive that the African Union has recently lifted 
the suspension on Sudan.

Sudan’s current economic outlook is of pressing concern. Significant financial support will 
be required from the international community and the EU has committed to assisting Sudan in 
this regard.

Since the crisis first erupted, senior officials from my Department have met with the Su-
danese Ambassador to Ireland on a number of occasions to express Ireland’s concerns at the 
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political situation, most recently on 15 July. My officials have also met with members of the 
Sudanese community in Ireland to listen to their concerns and views on the current situation.  

Ireland also took the opportunity at the 41st Session of the UN Human Rights Council in 
July to voice our concerns about the current human rights situation in Sudan. We particularly 
welcomed the inclusion in the agreement of a commitment to establish an independent and 
transparent investigation into the violent crackdown against protestors in Khartoum on 3 June.  

My officials visited Khartoum in April, as part of Ireland’s role in chairing the OCHA donor 
support group (the UN’s humanitarian coordination agency), and met with many stakeholders, 
including representatives of the Sudanese Foreign Ministry.   Officials took the opportunity to 
raise concerns about the deteriorating humanitarian situation in the country and the need for the 
timely delivery of principled humanitarian assistance and protection. Ireland continues to re-
spond to ongoing humanitarian needs in Sudan through the provision of humanitarian funding, 
with almost €30 million provided through our UN, NGO and Red Cross partners since 2012, 
including over €3.5 million since the beginning of 2019.  

As events evolve, my officials continue to actively monitor developments in Sudan, through 
Ireland’s Embassy in Nairobi, and in cooperation with the EU Delegation in Khartoum.

17/09/2019WRD03500Brexit Negotiations

17/09/2019WRD03600104. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his plans to have a bilateral meeting with his Croatian counterpart to discuss Brexit and to 
strengthen ties between Croatia and Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37583/19]

17/09/2019WRD03700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland 
enjoys very good bilateral relations with Croatia, and, as has been the case with all EU member 
states, the Government has maintained frequent contact with our Croatian counterparts with 
regards to Brexit. 

Most recently, I met with the new Croatian Foreign Minister, Gordan Grlic-Radman, on Au-
gust 10th and was able to comprehensively brief him on Brexit and the details of the backstop. 
He expressed full solidarity with the Irish and EU position on Brexit, and I am confident that 
ties between our two countries will continue to develop along positive lines.   

The Government will have close engagement with our Croatian counterparts in the run-up 
to the Croatian Presidency in 2020, including during at the monthly meeting of the Foreign Af-
fairs Council.

17/09/2019WRD03800Brexit Negotiations

17/09/2019WRD03900105. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has stated his support for Mr. Michel Barnier to be retained until Brexit discussions 
are completed. [37406/19]

17/09/2019WRD04000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Taoiseach and I have made clear on a number of occasions Ireland’s full support for Michel 
Barnier in his role as the EU’s chief negotiator regarding the United Kingdom’s withdrawal 
from the EU.  We fully support Ursula von der Leyen’s assessment, as incoming President of 
the European Commission, that he has done an outstanding job since his appointment in July 
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2016.  

Mr Barnier has been strong and consistent in presenting a very clear EU position during 
negotiations with the United Kingdom.  During this time, he and his team, have demonstrated a 
deep understanding and sympathy for the unique position Ireland faces.  This has been reflected 
in the positions taken by the EU throughout the negotiations, . 

I understand that Ms von der Leyen has said she will hold talks with Mr Barnier about ex-
tending his mandate as Chief Negotiator after she takes office on 1 November. Ultimately, this 
remains a decision for the incoming President.

17/09/2019WRD04100EU Meetings

17/09/2019WRD04200106. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has spoken with the new European Commissioner for Trade, Mr. Phil Hogan; and his plans 
to meet with the Commissioner. [37407/19]

17/09/2019WRD04300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I have 
maintained close contact with Commissioner Hogan throughout his time in office and publicly 
congratulated him on his nomination as the new European Commissioner for Trade, which was 
announced by President-elect von der Leyen on 10 September 2019. The European Parliament 
will hold hearings with all Commission nominees between 30 September and 8 October, with 
a vote on the whole Commission to take place on 23 October, after which the new Commission 
will take up office on 1 November.

Phil Hogan has been an excellent Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development 
who has served Ireland and the European Union very effectively over the past five years. His 
nomination to the key position of Commissioner for Trade is a positive reflection of his skills 
and of his contribution to the EU.  It is good news for Ireland and the EU.  

I look forward to speaking to Commissioner Hogan again in the near future and wish him 
every success as he prepares for his Parliament hearing.

17/09/2019WRD04400Property Tax Assessments

17/09/2019WRD04500107. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Finance the way in which local property 
tax is calculated in circumstances in which a residence has a granny flat attached to the main 
residence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37489/19]

17/09/2019WRD04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that under 
the relevant legislation any self-contained dwelling, such as a granny flat, should be treated as a 
separate residential property that incurs a separate local property tax (LPT) liability. However, 
Revenue recognises that certain types of dwelling that are an integral part of a larger building 
may be difficult to value and sell on the open market. Therefore, where the same person owns 
the entire building, that person is allowed to choose to value the granny flat either as part of the 
overall building or as a separate residential property. However, where a different person owns 
the granny flat, it should be valued separately for LPT purposes. 

17/09/2019WRD04700Tax Reliefs Data
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17/09/2019WRD04800108. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Finance the number of properties avail-
ing of the tax relief available under section 50 of the Finance Act 1999; the number of properties 
that have converted from student purpose-built accommodation to private rented accommoda-
tion following the end of the ten year stipulation for section 50 builds to remain as student ac-
commodation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37544/19]

17/09/2019WRD04900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 50 of Finance Act 1999 pro-
vided for a student accommodation scheme whereby expenditure incurred on student rental 
accommodation can be set against the rental income from the property and against other Irish 
rental income, thus reducing the taxable income of the person incurring the expenditure. The 
relevant provisions in the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 are contained in Part 10,

Chapter 11, sections 372AK to 372AV.

The scheme has now terminated, in so far as the termination date for incurring qualifying 
expenditure has now passed. The qualifying period applied up to 31 December 2006, although 
under certain circumstances the qualifying period could be further extended to 31 July 2008. 
Claims in relation to qualifying expenditure incurred before the termination date may continue 
to arise.  

I am advised by Revenue that the number of properties availing of tax relief for student ac-
commodation, up to the most recent year for which data are available, is as follows:

Year Uptake
2017 246
2016 292
2015 361
2014 414
2013 537
 2012  606
 2011  640
Information on the number of properties that have been converted from purpose-built stu-

dent accommodation to private rented accommodation following the end of the ten-year stipu-
lation is not available from tax returns.

17/09/2019WRD05000Tax Code

17/09/2019WRD05100109. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance his plans to include non-
married couples as being eligible for income tax credits (details supplied); the reason non-mar-
ried cohabiting couples with and without children are excluded; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [36967/19]

17/09/2019WRD05200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The basis for the current tax treatment 
of married couples derives from the Supreme Court decision in Murphy vs. Attorney General 
(1980). This decision was based on Article 41.3.1 of the Constitution where the State pledges 
to protect the institution of marriage. The decision held that it was contrary to the Constitution 
for a married couple, both of whom are working, to pay more tax than two single people living 
together and having the same income.  

The treatment of cohabiting couples for the purposes of social welfare is primarily a mat-
ter for my colleague, the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection, Ms Regina 
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Doherty, T.D. .  However, it is also based on the principle that married couples should not be 
treated less favourably than cohabiting couples. This was given a constitutional underpinning 
following the Supreme Court decision in Hyland v Minister for Social Welfare (1989) which 
ruled that it was unconstitutional for the total income a married couple received in social welfare 
benefits to be less than the couple would have received if they were unmarried and cohabiting.

The Single Person Child Carer Credit (SPCCC) is intended to support the labour market 
participation of single and widowed parents.  It is available to the primary claimant, who is the 
individual with whom the child resides for the whole or greater part of the year.  The primary 
claimant must be either the child’s parent or the individual who has custody of the child and 
who maintains the child at his or her own expense for the whole or the greater part of the year.

Where the child’s primary carer is married, in a civil partnership or cohabiting they are not 
entitled to the SPCCC, on the basis that the relevant child is not, in the main, being cared for by 
a single person, and therefore no credit is available.  

Issues concerning this credit are outlined in detail in the review of the SPCCC conducted 
by the Department of Finance in 2015 contained in the Report on Tax Expenditures, available 
online at

http://budget.gov.ie/Budgets/2016/Documents/Tax_Expenditures_Report_pub.pdf. 

17/09/2019WRD05300Revenue Commissioners Investigations

17/09/2019WRD05400110. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the duration of time the at-
tention of the Revenue Commissioners has been drawn to circumstances relating to bogus self-
employment at a company (details supplied) in County Cork; the progress made by the Revenue 
Commissioners in investigating same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36973/19]

17/09/2019WRD05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 851A of the Taxes Consolida-
tion Act 1997 requires Revenue to uphold taxpayer confidentiality and prohibits the release of 
any information that could lead to the identification of taxpayers. The Deputies will also be 
aware that I am precluded from being involved in individual tax cases.

Revenue has however assured me that it carries out a full range of interventions to com-
bat all types of tax evasion and non-compliance. This includes a clear focus on the practice 
of disguised employment and challenging the inappropriate classification of workers as self-
employed contractors. Revenue has also advised me that it carries out significant numbers of 
outdoor ‘site’ visits each year, many of which are conducted on a multi-agency basis with other 
Departments or Agencies, including the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion (DEASP) and the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) to identify and rectify bogus 
self-employment situations and ensure the proper operation of the PAYE system.

I am also advised that there are dedicated processes and procedures in place to deal with 
situations where taxpayers are dissatisfied with Revenue determinations or actions. These in-
clude Revenue’s own complaints procedures, the details of which are available on its website at 
link /www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/customer-service/cs4.pdf and by way of appeal 
to the independent Tax Appeals Commission (TAC). 

Revenue has not provided me with any details of the case in question and I cannot therefore 
confirm the duration of time its attention has been drawn to the matter. 

However,  I can confirm that Revenue is aware of the circumstances involved.
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17/09/2019WRD05600IBRC Legal Cases

17/09/2019WRD05700111. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the number of compensa-
tion payments made to persons in respect of a case concerning IBRC damages as a result of 
negligent misstatement and misrepresentation in respect of oral and written statements made 
by a bank (details supplied); if cases have been referred to the Financial Services and Pensions 
Ombudsman in respect of the verdict of the case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36978/19]

17/09/2019WRD05800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by the Special Liquidators 
of IBRC that a settlement agreement was entered into between the parties to the proceedings 
to which the Deputy has referred to and, due to the confidentiality provisions in the settlement 
agreement, its terms cannot be disclosed.

In respect of investors other than the individual who brought the aforementioned proceed-
ings, no compensation payments have been made following those proceedings since the ap-
pointment of the Special Liquidators in February 2013.

I have been advised that IBRC (in Special Liquidation) has not been notified by the Finan-
cial Services and Pensions Ombudsman of any cases referred to it following on from the judg-
ment of the Court of Appeal in those proceedings. 

17/09/2019WRD05900Motor Insurance Data

17/09/2019WRD06000112. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated date for publi-
cation of the national claims information database by the Central Bank; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37005/19]

17/09/2019WRD06100113. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if information published on 
the national claims information database will be disaggregated by insurance undertakings to 
which each claim relates. [37006/19]

17/09/2019WRD06200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 112 
and 113 together.

As the Deputy is aware, the National Claims Information Database (NCID) is intended to 
facilitate a more in-depth analysis of annual trends in motor insurance claims.  This was seen as 
key to developing an understanding of how claims costs are impacting premiums, in particular 
understanding the relationship between the price paid by a customer for motor insurance and 
the cost to insurance undertakings.

To do this, the NCID will produce an annual statistical analysis of the factors related to the 
cost of motor insurance, including the underlying trends in the market such as where claims 
are settled, the various costs associated with the claims process, etc.  It is this bigger picture 
perspective that needs to be obtained, if we are to develop a greater clarity on how the market 
operates, in order to provide us with the evidence necessary for an appropriate policy response.  
Arising from this, the majority of information collected will be at an aggregate level only, i.e. 
not split at firm-level or on a claim-by-claim basis.  Some claim–by-claim level information 
will be collected on very large claims, but no personally identifiable information, as defined by 
GDPR regulations, will be collected.

The Deputy will recall that an important point that the Oireachtas considered during de-
liberations on the NCID legislation was on the need for the database to be established in the 



Questions - Written Answers

44

short-to-medium term.  The aggregate nature of the data collected has meant that there are 
fewer legal and technical complexities involved, and that is why it has been possibly to have the 
NCID established already.  To that end, the NCID came into operation earlier this year, with the 
enactment and commencement of the Central Bank (National Claims Information Database) 
Act 2018.  

To conclude, I understand that the Central Bank has collected the required data under the 
NCID from motor insurers and is in the process of validating and analysing the data submit-
ted.  I look forward to its first report on motor insurance claims later this year.  I am also expect-
ing it to report to me soon on the feasibility of adding employer and public liability insurance, 
to the scope of the NCID.

17/09/2019WRD06400Tax Reliefs Data

17/09/2019WRD06500114. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the projected yield from abol-
ishing the special assignee relief programme for 2020; and the projected full year yield there-
after. [37012/19]

17/09/2019WRD06600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will be aware that the relief 
cost €18.1 million in 2016. 

It is not possible to estimate with any degree of reliability the likely savings that would ac-
crue to the Exchequer in 2020 or in the years beyond that if the SARP were abolished. 

The reason for this is that there are currently no data available that would enable such a cal-
culation to be made. The Deputy will be aware that in Finance Bill 2018 I re-imposed an upper 
salary ceiling of €1 million on the relief with effect of 1 January 2019 for new entrants and for 
existing beneficiaries of the programme from 1 January 2020. Such data as are available within 
the system relate to years before 2019 (no cap existed between 2015 and 2019). It would there-
fore be necessary to assess the cost-saving impact of cap as well as taking account of evolution 
in the take up of the relief during the current year in order to estimate the savings that might 
arise in 2020 from the abolition of the programme.

SARP is currently the subject of an independent review, carried out by Indecon Economic 
Consultants. I expect to receive that review shortly and it will inform any decisions I make in 
relation to the relief in the context of the forthcoming Budget and Finance Bill.

17/09/2019WRD06700Property Tax Review

17/09/2019WRD06800115. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance his plans on setting a revalu-
ation date in respect of the local property tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37019/19]

17/09/2019WRD06900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The review I initiated of the Local 
property Tax (LPT) has been completed by the Department of Finance in conjunction with the 
Departments of the Taoiseach, Public Expenditure & Reform and Housing, Planning & Local 
Government and the Revenue Commissioners, and was published in April (available at www.
gov.ie/en/publication/1e5c76-review-of-local-property-tax/).  In accordance with its terms of 
reference, the review focused on the impact of house price movements on LPT liabilities under 
a series of scenarios involving different rate and tax band structures. 

However, against a background of significant but geographically uneven increases in resi-



17 September 2019

45

dential property price levels I believe it is necessary to engage in further consultation to identify 
a scenario that would deliver on the condition I set that there should be relative stability for all 
taxpayers in their LPT liabilities and that any increases should be modest, affordable and fair.

Having considered the findings of the review report,  I decided to defer the valuation date 
from 1st November 2019 to 1st November 2020, and this was effected by S.I. No. 166/2019. This 
will give sufficient time for the Budgetary Oversight Committee to consider the review report 
in the context of the Committee’s recommendations in its report on LPT of 21 March 2018.  
Importantly, as a result of my decision, the LPT bills of those liable for the tax will not be in-
creasing in 2020.  

I met with the Committee in June and began what I hope will be a constructive process of 
engagement.  

In order to bring this matter forward, we will need to introduce legislation. Amendments to 
the LPT legislation are separate from the Finance Bill process as they involve local rather than 
national taxation.

17/09/2019WRD07000Mortgage Protection Policies

17/09/2019WRD07100116. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the suite of protections that 
apply to a buy-to-let mortgage holder; his plans to make changes in the area; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37030/19]

17/09/2019WRD07200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by the Central Bank of 
Ireland that its Consumer Protection Code 2012 (the CPC) contains a number of protections 
for mortgage holders, including buy-to-let mortgage holders. The CPC sets out requirements 
around information which must be provided to a mortgage borrower prior to taking out the 
mortgage, and establishes timeframes for assessing mortgage applications. The CPC also im-
poses ‘Knowing the Consumer and Suitability’ requirements on lenders.  Under these require-
ments, lenders are required to assess affordability of credit and the suitability of a product or 
service based on the individual circumstances of each borrower.  

With respect to arrears handling, the protections of the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Ar-
rears 2013 may apply to a buy-to-let mortgage if the mortgage relates to a residential property 
which is the only residential property owned by the borrower in the State. Otherwise, the arrears 
handling provisions of the CPC apply, including the requirement that the regulated entity must 
seek to agree the approach that will assist the consumer in resolving the arrears.

The European Union (Consumer Mortgage Credit Agreements) Regulations 2016 provide 
a framework within which lenders in the European Union must operate and applies to relevant 
credit agreements that come into effect after 21 March 2016, including buy-to-let mortgages.  
The Regulations set out further requirements on provision of information and creditworthiness 
assessments.  

The Consumer Credit Act 1995 (CCA) also includes requirements for housing loans, in-
cluding buy-to-let mortgages. Under the CCA, lenders must include a summary of prescribed 
information relating to the loan on the front page of the loan agreement.

I currently have no plans to make changes in relation to the suite of protections that apply 
to buy-to-let mortgage holders.
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17/09/2019WRD07300Credit Register Data

17/09/2019WRD07400117. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the role of the Central 
Credit Register and an organisation (details supplied); the obligation on banks to consider the 
content of the credit history of a person on the register or the organisation; if a bank is prevented 
from lending to a customer based on their history; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37031/19]

17/09/2019WRD07500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Credit Register (CCR) is 
established by the Central Bank under the Credit Reporting Act 2013. The CCR is a database 
of credit information based on credit applications and agreements, and its primary purpose is to 
assist lenders to make more informed decisions on applications for credit. 

Under the Act a lender is required to access information held on the CCR which relates to a 
person who has made a relevant credit application to that lender, or who has requested a change 
in the terms of an existing credit agreement.  Section 16 of the Act sets out the purposes for 
which information from the CCR may only be used by lenders such as verifying information 
provided in connection with credit applications and evaluating risk associated with the provi-
sion of or restructuring of credit.  As such, the information provided from the CCR will be 
available for consideration by a lender, along with other relevant information obtained by the 
lender from the applicant for credit (such as information on the applicant borrower’s income, 
employment, expenses etc), in carrying out an assessment of the likely ability of the applicant 
borrower to meet the terms for the provision and repayment of credit. 

The information provided by the CCR is factual in nature and it contains no guidance, rec-
ommendation or prohibition for lenders on what decision they should make on an application 
for credit.  Subject to complying with applicable law and regulatory requirements, it is a matter 
for lenders to make their own lending decisions in accordance with their own credit policies and 
risk appetites.  In particular, the Credit Reporting Act does not prohibit a lender from providing 
credit based on a CCR credit report. 

Regarding the other organisation referred to by the Deputy, that is a privately owned organi-
zation and neither I nor the Central Bank have any statutory function in relation to it.

17/09/2019WRE00200VAT Rate Application

17/09/2019WRE00300118. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the reason VAT is charge-
able by counsellors and psychotherapists on their services; if there is flexibility to change the 
application of VAT; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37045/19]

17/09/2019WRE00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The VAT rating of goods and services 
is subject to the requirements of EU VAT law, with which Irish VAT law must comply. Under 
domestic legislation, professional medical care services recognised as such by the Department 
of Health and Children are exempt from VAT. Professional medical care services recognised by 
the Department of Health and Children are generally those medical care services supplied by 
health professionals who are enrolled, registered, regulated, or designated on the appropriate 
statutory register provided for under the relevant legislation in force in the State or equivalent 
legislation applicable in other countries. This includes health professionals registered under the 
Medical Practitioners Act 2007, the Nurses Act 1985 and those engaged in a regulated profes-
sion designated under Section 4 of the Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005.

Statutory Instrument No. 170 of 2018 (Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005 
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(Regulations 2018) of 2 July 2018 designates psychotherapists and counsellors as a regulated 
profession and establishes the Counsellors and Psychotherapists Registration Board. Profes-
sional counselling and psychotherapy services provided by persons registered by this Board are 
exempt from VAT from the date of their registration.

As the Deputy will be aware my colleague, the Minister for Health, Simon Harris TD, ap-
pointed the thirteen members of the Counsellors and Psychotherapists Registration Board with 
effect from 25 February 2019.

The Board has begun the substantial body of work which must be undertaken before it is 
in a position to open its registers. It is envisaged that this process will take a minimum of two 
years to complete. 

Questions on the establishment of the Counsellors and Psychotherapists Registration Board 
and their progress in opening their register are a matter for the Minister for Health.

17/09/2019WRE00500Banking Operations

17/09/2019WRE00600119. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding open banking rules; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37055/19]

17/09/2019WRE00700121. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if the deadline will be ex-
tended for the implementation of the new open banking rules (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37104/19]

17/09/2019WRE00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 119 
and 121 together.

The second Payment Services Directive (or “PSD2”) was transposed into Irish law last year 
through the European Union (Payment Services) Regulations 2018 (S.I. No. 6 of 2018).  PSD2 
is supplemented by a European Commission Delegated Regulation (2018/389) with regard to 
regulatory technical standards for strong customer authentication.

These rules on strong customer authentication protect consumers and other users of pay-
ment services. They provide stronger protection against fraud, particularly online card fraud. 
Strong customer authentication is based on the use of two independent elements which must 
come from two of the three categories of possession, knowledge and inheritance. Chip and PIN, 
for example, relies on the chip on a payment card (something you have) and a PIN (something 
you know) to perform strong customer authentication. For this reason, sales in physical shops 
already comply with the requirements and it is in online ecommerce sales that a change will be 
seen.

The deadline set for compliance with the regulatory technical standards on strong customer 
authentication was 14 September 2019. The Central Bank of Ireland, however, stated in a notice 
on 8 August that it recognised the difficulties with meeting this deadline. In line with the opin-
ion of the European Banking Authority published in June, it announced that a limited migration 
period would be put in place for firms it regulates. The migration period relates to ecommerce 
transactions only and is being put in place to ensure no disruption to payments systems from 
14 September.

The Central Bank has been engaging with the industry to develop a migration plan to imple-
ment strong customer authentication for ecommerce transactions as soon as possible after this 
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date. It has stated that it will continue to engage with the European Banking Authority and other 
National Competent Authorities in the European Union in relation to this issue, aiming to agree 
a harmonised approach to the migration time periods across the European Union. The Central 
Bank has committed to continue to communicate on this issue and an announcement on the new 
deadline may be expected shortly.

17/09/2019WRE00900Motor Tax Yield

17/09/2019WRE01000120. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Finance the reason motor tax may have 
missed its target in terms of revenue to date in 2019. [37060/19]

17/09/2019WRE01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As of end-August Motor Tax is cur-
rently €16 million or 2.3 per cent ahead of target.  

The performance of Motor Tax in the year is publically available in the Department of 
Finance’s monthly publication ‘Fiscal Monitor’, and has been reproduced for the Deputy’s 
convenience below.

 Monthly 
Perfor-
mance

Monthly 
Target

Excess/
Short-
fall

Excess/
Short-
fall

Cumu-
lative 
Perfor-
mance

Cumu-
lative 
Target 

Excess/
Short-
fall

Excess/
Short-
fall

 €m €m €m % €m €m €m %
January 95 87 8 9.3 n/a n/a n/a n/a
Febru-
ary 

85 82 2 2.6 179 177 2 1.2

March 86 85 1 1.5 266 262 3 1.3
April 90 84 6 7.5 356 346 10 2.8
May 84 81 3 3.7 440 428 13 3.0
June 76 76 -1 -0.8 516 504 12 2.4
July 91 87 5 5.5 607 591 17 2.8
August 75 76 -1 -1.6 682 667 16 2.3

  Question No. 121 answered with Question No. 119.

17/09/2019WRE01300Revenue Documents Issuance

17/09/2019WRE01400122. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if a P21 for each of the 
years 2013 to 2018 will be made available  in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [37108/19]

17/09/2019WRE01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that it has 
reviewed the person’s tax position and Balancing Statements (P21) have issued to them for the 
years 2015 to 2017. A Balancing Statement cannot be provided for 2018 as the person is not on 
record as a PAYE employee for that period. 

Section 865(4) of the Taxes Consolidation Act (TCA) 1997 provides for a statutory time 
limit of four years for the claiming of tax refunds, and consequently Balancing Statements for 
years prior to 2014 are not available. However, a copy of the pay and tax details on record for 
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2014 has been provided to the person, together with a copy of the Balancing Statement for 2013 
that previously issued in 2014.

17/09/2019WRE01600Brexit Staff

17/09/2019WRE01700123. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 153 of 9 July 2019, if there have been further hires and or additional personnel 
recruited by the Revenue Commissioners to deal with Brexit-related challenges; if so, the detail 
of same by staff grade and county in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37119/19]

17/09/2019WRE01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In September 2018, the Government 
granted approval in principle for the phased recruitment of an additional 600 Revenue staff to 
meet the challenges posed by Brexit.  Following the Government decision in December 2018 to 
give greater priority to preparations for a no deal Brexit, it was agreed to accelerate Revenue’s 
recruitment plans. I am advised by Revenue that it has appointed an additional 106 staff to cus-
toms related roles in preparation for Brexit since 9 July 2019, details of these staff are included 
in the following two tables.

Table 1: Additional staff assigned in preparation for Brexit from 9/7/19 to 16/9/19 by 
grade.

Grade/Year HEO/AO EO CO Total 
Total 3 7 96 106 

Table 2: Additional staff assigned in preparation for Brexit from 9/7/19 to 16/9/19 by 
location.  

Location Total 
Dublin 84 
Leinster (excluding Dublin and Louth)   3 
Munster 7 
BMW (in Donegal, Galway, Louth, Sligo)   12 
Total 106 
I am advised by Revenue that it will have in place the full additional 600 staff approved by 

Government by 31 October 2019. 

17/09/2019WRE01900Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman Data

17/09/2019WRE02000124. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance the number of complaints re-
ceived to date in 2019 by the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman; the number of cases 
settled by the ombudsman within timeframes (details supplied) from all complaints received to 
date; and the percentage of the number of cases settled from the total number received accord-
ing to the timeframe in tabular form. [37193/19]

17/09/2019WRE02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Firstly, I must point out that the Fi-
nancial Services and Pensions Ombudsman (FSPO) is independent in the performance of his 
statutory functions.  I have no role in the day to day workings of the office or in the decisions 
which he takes.
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The Office of the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman (FSPO) was established on 
01 January 2018 to resolve complaints from consumers, including small businesses and other 
organisations, against financial service or pension providers. The establishment of the FSPO 
resulted from the merger of the Office of the Pensions Ombudsman and the Financial Services 
Ombudsman’s Bureau.  

The Ombudsman has informed me that the FSPO inherited 3,178 complaints from its pre-
decessor bodies.  5,692 complaints were received in 2018 and 4,178 new complaints were 
received up to and including 9 September 2019.  

In 2018, the office closed 4,443 complaints leaving a balance of 4,427 complaints on hand 
at the end of 2018. Up to 9 September this year the office has closed 3,242 complaints.  

To answer the Deputy’s question as to the number of complaints received (4,178), the per-
centage and number closed up to 9 September 2019 the Ombudsman has provided the following 
information:-

Months  Number of Complaints  % of total (4,178) received 
that were closed

 Within 2 months 241  6%
 Within 4 months 311  5%
 Within 6 months 201  7%
 Over 6 months  49  1%
 Total  802  19%
In light of the backlog, earlier this year I sanctioned an additional 35 staff members. This 

will allow for delivery of a better faster service for consumers while tackling existing waiting 
times.  It will also aid the delivery of the objectives set out in the FSPO Strategic Plan 2018 
– 2021.  Recruitment for these additional resources has already commenced, with an initial 
tranche of new staff joining the organisation in September 2019.   

On the issue more generally, the Ombudsman has also informed me that new complaints 
are dealt with in sequence based on the date they were received by the office.  While the high 
volume of complaints received has impacted the complaint registration process and has given 
rise to delays at various stages of the process, it is important to note that the duration required 
to register, mediate, or investigate a complaint can vary depending on the number and nature 
of submissions made by the parties to the complaint. This sometimes involves an extensive ex-
change of evidence and submissions. At all stages of the process, each complaint is considered 
on its own merits. 

I understand that the FSPO wrote to all members of the Houses of the Oireachtas informing 
them of the Protocol for the Provision of Information to Members of the Oireachtas by State 
Bodies and providing a dedicated email address for the timely provision of information to mem-
bers of the Oireachtas.

17/09/2019WRE02200Tax Code

17/09/2019WRE02300125. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Finance his views on corre-
spondence regarding a scheme from a person (details supplied). [37199/19]

17/09/2019WRE02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that business 
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models and contractual arrangements in the poultry sector created the conditions for the genera-
tion of a systematic excess of flat-rate addition payments to farmers in the sector over their VAT 
input costs. My predecessor introduced a provision in Finance Act 2016 to enable the exclusion 
of an agricultural sector from the flat-rate scheme where the Minister is satisfied that, because 
of the business structures, contractual arrangements or models in place, the application of the 
flat-rate addition within that sector has resulted in, and would otherwise continue to result in, a 
systematic excess of flat-rate addition payments over input costs incurred by flat-rate farmers 
in that sector. 

My officials are currently in the process of considering a report received from Revenue on 
the operation of the flat-rate addition scheme in the poultry sector. 

To date, Revenue has not established that similar business models and contractual arrange-
ments exist or are common in any other agricultural sector and the correspondence referred to 
does not present any evidence of such arrangements.  A flat-rate farmer involved in a business 
in which cattle are bought from other flat-rate farmers and reared for a further limited period 
before being supplied to a VAT registered business such as a beef processor would normally 
receive a flat-rate addition payment  that exceeded his or her VAT input cost; however, the pay-
ment might not exceed the total VAT input costs associated with rearing the animal incurred 
by all the farmers involved in the process. It would be expected that the price paid to flat-rate 
farmers supplying to another flat-rate farmer would take account of the flat-rate ‘credit’ be-
ing transferred with the animal. I will however continue to monitor the beef sector and other 
agricultural sectors to ensure that the flat-rate addition scheme does not operate to give rise to 
overcompensation of farmers at the aggregate level for VAT on input costs. 

If the Deputy has information of particular contractual arrangements in the beef sector that 
could give rise to a systematic excess of flat-rate addition payments to farmers involved in beef 
production he should pass that information on to the Revenue Commissioners.

17/09/2019WRE02500Tax Exemptions

17/09/2019WRE02600126. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Finance if organisations engaged in 
hunting will be removed from tax exemption under section 235 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 
1997 which relates to sports and games organisations; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37205/19]

17/09/2019WRE02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 235 Taxes Consolidation Act 
1997 provides an exemption from income tax or corporation tax, as appropriate, for bodies 
which are established and existing for the sole purpose of promoting:

- an athletic game or an athletic sport, or

- an amateur game or an amateur sport.

The exemption applies to that portion of the income of the “approved body” which has been 
or will be applied to the purpose of promoting an athletic or amateur game or sport. 

As the legislation does not define what is meant by the term “sport”, it is given its ordinary 
meaning, which includes pastimes collectively undertaken for recreation purposes, provided 
such activities are legal and considered by convention and custom to be sporting activities. 
These include field sports such as hunting. Bodies engaged in the promotion of such activities 
are entitled to a tax exemption under the legislation provided they meet all the other relevant 
criteria. 
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My Department’s Tax Expenditure Guidelines provide that tax expenditures such as this 
should be reviewed on a regular basis.  The measure mentioned by the Deputy will be reviewed 
in the normal course of events and all relevant considerations and views will be taken into ac-
count as part of that process.

17/09/2019WRE02800Stamp Duty

17/09/2019WRE02900127. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Finance the benefits to the taxpayer 
of introducing a new stamp duty tax on the transfer, leasing and sale of aviation aircraft made 
here from budget 2020 onwards in view of the size the global aircraft sale and leasing industry 
here and the opportunity to raise public funding from same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [37361/19]

17/09/2019WRE03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The aircraft leasing industry is just one 
element of the strong ecosystem in aviation in Ireland which includes aircraft maintenance, 
repair and overhaul, avionics and a range of specialist aviation service providers.

As a peripheral economy, Ireland has a strong reliance on aviation in facilitating trade and 
tourism.

In light of the significant opportunities that the continued growth of aviation globally pres-
ents to Ireland’s industry, the Government continues to pursue appropriate policies to strength-
en our position in aviation.

The National Aviation Policy seeks to maximise Ireland’s connectivity to support continued 
economic activity and specifically seeks to further develop the wider aviation enterprise sector, 
including leasing, in support of job creation.

The leasing sector faces strong competition from other jurisdictions (e.g. China, Singapore 
etc.). Ireland’s operating environment, including a stable legal and tax environment for aviation 
leasing has contributed to the growth of the sector in Ireland. 

I am informed by the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport that the leasing sector 
here contributes over €540 million to the economy in direct and indirect spending, and supports  
some 4970 jobs (circa 1700 in direct employment).

The transfer, sale or lease of an aircraft, either where the transfer deed is executed in Ireland, 
or if executed outside Ireland relates to any property situated in Ireland or to any matter or thing 
done or to be done in Ireland, is currently exempt from stamp duty in accordance with section 
113 of the Stamp Duties Consolidation Act 1999. This exemption applies, inter alia, to boats 
and aircraft.

Therefore, I have no plans to revoke that exemption in order to introduce a new stamp duty 
of the type suggested in the Deputy’s question.  

17/09/2019WRE03100Brexit Issues

17/09/2019WRE03200128. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on the recent 
announcement by the United Kingdom Government that duty free is being reintroduced; if he 
has met his officials to discuss the matter; his plans to deal with the announcement; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [37421/19]
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17/09/2019WRE03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The UK Chancellor announced, on the 
10th September, that the UK Government intends to reintroduce duty-free shopping for pas-
sengers travelling to EU countries if the UK leaves the EU without a deal on 31 October next. 

If the UK leaves without a deal, the UK will assume the status of a ‘third country’ in terms 
of their trading relationship with the European Union.  Earlier this year, the Oireachtas passed 
extensive legislation covering contingency arrangements in relation to the exit of the UK from 
the EU under these circumstances. 

On 22 February, the Withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union (Conse-
quential Provisions) Bill 2019 was published.  It completed all Oireachtas stages on 13 March 
and was signed into law by the President on 17 March 2019. The legislation introduced a 
specific measure relating to Duty Free sales between Ireland and the UK in the event of the 
UK leaving the EU without a deal. The provision contained in the Act was designed as a con-
tingency measure in that it was anticipated that a solution to such matters would form part of a 
future relationship agreement between the EU and UK. 

In the Act, I made provision to impose restrictions on duty-free sales in Ireland to UK bound 
travellers, which I planned to implement if the UK introduced similar restrictions in respect of 
Ireland bound travellers in the UK. As the UK has now decided to apply an unrestricted duty-
free scheme in the event of a no-deal Brexit and in line with this reciprocal policy, Ireland will 
not now commence the relevant legislative measure and European Union rules, in relation to 
passenger travel between the EU and third countries, would therefore apply from 31 October.  
In effect this would mean that Excise and VAT free sales on purchases of tobacco and alcohol 
made at duty-free shops, subject to quantitative purchase limits, would therefore operate be-
tween Ireland and the UK.  

Passengers from the United Kingdom will however, only be entitled to bring goods into Ire-
land without payment of tax and duties, within prescribed limits.  The total value of the goods 
may not exceed €430 (€215 in the case of a traveller under 15 years of age), and quantitative 
limits will apply to excisable products (alcohol and tobacco).  The quantitative limits are set 
out in the attached table (see table A) and the enforcement of these limits will be an operational 
matter for Revenue.

This policy is in compliance with EU law and Ireland’s international obligations.

Table A: Quantitative limits on excisable UK duty free entering EU

Excisable Products Product Personal Allowance for 3rd 
country travellers 

Cigarettes 200
Cigarillos 100
Cigars 50

Tobacco products Loose tobacco 250g
Spirits 1 litre
Intermediate products (e.g. port., 
sherry) and sparkling wine

2 litres

Wine 4 litres
Alcohol products Beer 16 litres

17/09/2019WRE03400Gambling Legislation
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17/09/2019WRE03500129. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the number of investiga-
tions and successful prosecutions that have occurred regarding instances of underage gambling 
regarding on-street bookmaker shops, online and trackside bookmakers in 2017, 2018 and to 
date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37447/19]

17/09/2019WRE03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I understand that the Deputy asked a 
similar Parliamentary Question to the Minister for Justice last week and was informed that the 
Courts Service and An Garda Síochána have advised that they do not have the records requested 
for the years in question. I have no further information to add to this.

17/09/2019WRE03700Tax Yield

17/09/2019WRE03800130. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the amount raised from 
the betting tax in the past three years to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37448/19]

17/09/2019WRE03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that Betting 
Duty receipts for the years to 2018 are published on the Revenue website at link:

www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/excise/betting-duty-receipts.pdf  .

I am also advised that €68.1 million was paid in respect of Betting Duty in the period to end 
August 2019.

17/09/2019WRE04000Tax Reliefs Data

17/09/2019WRE04100131. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Finance the number of help-to-buy tax 
reliefs provided to home buyers since the scheme was introduced by house price ranges (details 
supplied) in tabular form. [37472/19]

17/09/2019WRE04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Help To Buy (HTB) incentive, an-
nounced in Budget 2017 and backdated to 16 July 2016, is designed to assist first-time buyers 
with the deposit required to purchase or self-build a new house or apartment to live in as their 
home. 

The incentive provides for a refund of Income Tax and DIRT paid over the previous four tax 
years, limited to a maximum of 5% of the purchase value up to a value of €400,000. The HTB 
refund is capped at €20,000. This incentive is available for the period from 19 July 2016 to 31 
December 2019.

Revenue advise me that the HTB scheme has a number of phases. Initially an application is 
made; this will progress to the claim stage if the applicant decides to purchase a property that is 
eligible for the scheme. Claims are then approved and paid by Revenue, provided the qualify-
ing contractor or solicitor has verified the claim. At any given time there will be a number of 
pending claims awaiting approval, the vast majority of which are approved. 

To date, 14,722 HTB claims have been made, of which 13,955 are approved. 

Revenue advise me that they are unable to provide data relating to the house prices in 
the €50k bands specified in the Deputy’s question. However, they have provided me with in-
formation regarding the number of claims made in €75k bands since the introduction of the 
scheme (i.e. over the period 16 July 2016 to 31 August 2019) as follows:
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Property Value Range 
€ 

Claims

0-150k  296
151-225k  1,617
226-300k  4,713
301-375k  5,008
376-450k  2,116
 Over 450k  972

17/09/2019WRE04300IBRC Legal Cases

17/09/2019WRE04400132. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the number of cases con-
cluded in the courts with respect to the IBRC pre-special liquidation; the costs settled to date; 
the nature of each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37607/19]

17/09/2019WRE04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The information requested is not held 
by the Department of Finance. I am advised by the Special Liquidators that the records of the 
cases concluded in the courts before their appointment and pre-special liquidation are not read-
ily available and it would be a very significant and burdensome exercise to complete not only 
in terms of costs but also regarding the time it would take to assess the status of every case 
instituted prior to the special liquidation. I have asked the Special Liquidators to provide an 
estimate of the cost of retrieving and analysing this information and my officials will contact 
your office in due course.

At the time of the appointment of the Special Liquidators in February 2013, there were over 
1,100 cases that IBRC was party to. Since then, IBRC has reduced the number of legal proceed-
ings to 83. IBRC continues to pursue and manage 19 recovery and enforcement actions. Many 
of these cases were instigated prior to the Special Liquidators appointment.

The remainder of the cases still extant, range from breach of contract, breach of statute, 
breach of duty, negligence and allegations of mis-selling swaps and investments.

17/09/2019WRE04600IBRC Expenditure

17/09/2019WRE04700133. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the costs incurred regard-
ing the special liquidation of IBRC from 2013 to date; the amounts incurred that were as a result 
of the engagement of external legal and or financial consultancy; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37608/19]

17/09/2019WRE04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The total professional fees associated 
with the Special Liquidation from 7th February 2013 to 31st December 2018 are €258.054 mil-
lion (gross). 

The fees and all other costs associated with the Special Liquidation are outlined in detail 
in the latest IBRC Progress update report to 31 December 2018   (“the Report”) issued by the 
Special Liquidators on 22 May 2019. This report and all prior reports are published on the De-
partment of Finance website at www.gov.ie/en/publication/365bc5-t/

Details of the various legal, financial consultancy and other professional firms who were in 
receipt of fees is contained in the costs and fees section of the Report.
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17/09/2019WRE04900IBRC Expenditure

17/09/2019WRE05000134. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the overall amount to date 
issued by way of settlement and or compensation in instances in which IBRC is and or was a 
defendant in cases regarding allegations of mis-selling of swaps and investments, mismanage-
ment, negligence, breach of contract and breach of duty in view of the fact that the State is party 
to these cases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37609/19]

17/09/2019WRE05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by the Special Liquidators 
that any cases that IBRC has settled concerning the mis-selling of swaps and investments are 
subject to strict confidentiality agreements between the parties, which prohibit disclosure of any 
details pertaining to the settlement, and which also includes costs.

17/09/2019WRE05200Brexit Preparations

17/09/2019WRE05300135. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Finance the number of businesses with 
trade in excess of €1 million that have not as of yet obtained an EORI number; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37623/19]

17/09/2019WRE05400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the ma-
jority of businesses with UK imports or exports valued in excess of €1 million have an EORI 
number. As per Table 1 and Table 2 below, 205 businesses with imports and 60 businesses with 
exports in excess of €1 million do not have an EORI number.

As part of its ongoing multi-layered trader engagement programme, Revenue wrote to these 
businesses in the last few months outlining the practical preparatory steps to take based on their 
trade pattern in 2018. In addition, they have received or will soon receive a follow up phone 
call from Revenue. I understand that the programme of follow up calls by Revenue will be 
completed by Revenue 20 Sept 2019. 

It should be noted that some businesses may have changed their trade patterns and plan to 
source products from within the EU in the post-Brexit environment. Other businesses are part 
of larger groups that have customs expertise within the group and may transfer the customs op-
erations to the more experienced part of the business. The key issue for businesses is that if they 
plan to continue trading with the UK in a post-Brexit environment they must take the necessary 
steps to prepare their business. 

There has been a significant increase in registrations for EORI numbers with almost 5,000 
businesses registering in August 2019 alone and an additional 2,700 since the start of Septem-
ber. The total number of registrations to date in 2019 is almost 15,500. 

89% of the total value of VIES Imports from the UK in 2018 and 96% of the total value of 
VIES Exports to the UK in 2018 was carried out by businesses who now have an EORI number. 
This indicates that businesses that are going to be significantly impacted by Brexit are respond-
ing to the call to be prepared. 

I very much welcome Revenue’s intensified Brexit engagement with businesses and I 
strongly urge all businesses to take note of and act on Revenue’s advice, thereby ensuring they 
are Brexit ready by 31 October.
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TABLE 1 - Statistics related to VIES Imports from the UK in 2018 (as at 13.9.19)

Threshold 
value

Number of 
cases

% with an 
EORI

% not reg-
istered for 
EORI

Number with 
an EORI

Number not 
registered for 
EORI

Imports 
above €1m

2,327 91.2% 8.8% 2,122 205 

TABLE 2 - Statistics related to VIES Exports to the UK in 2018 (as at 13.9.19)

Threshold 
value

Number of 
cases

% with an 
EORI

% not reg-
istered for 
EORI

Number with 
an EORI

Number not 
registered for 
EORI

Exports 
above €1m

1,210 95% 5% 1,150 60

17/09/2019WRE05500Vehicle Registration

17/09/2019WRE05600136. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Finance his views on a change to VRT 
bands to take into account the differences between old and new CO2 testing regimes due to be 
implemented in 2020 and the subsequent price differential with newer imports; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37649/19]

17/09/2019WRE05700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, it is a 
long-standing practice of the Minister for Finance not to comment, in advance of the Budget, 
on any tax matters that might be the subject of Budget decisions.

17/09/2019WRE05800VAT Rate Application

17/09/2019WRE05900137. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the reason given by the 
Revenue Commissioners such a treatment has no legal provision and that such a treatment in 
the past was a concession and therefore had no legal basis with regard to the zero rated VAT 
treatment of food supplements that; if it provided guidance that indicated that food supplements 
constituted food within the terms of the second schedule to the Value-Added Tax Act 1972 (as 
amended); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37714/19]

17/09/2019WRE06000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Irish VAT law does not zero rate food 
supplement products and under EU VAT law Ireland is precluded from introducing such a pro-
vision. The zero rate for food and drink is provided for under a derogation from EU VAT law 
which allows Member States to retain certain zero rates for goods and services which were 
expressly covered in their national VAT legislation on 1 January 1991. The legislative provision 
for food and drink was in place on 1 January 1991; however, there was no legislative provision 
for food supplement products and therefore they cannot be legally zero rated.

Shortly after the introduction of VAT, Revenue allowed the zero rate to be applied to cer-
tain food supplement products (vitamins, minerals and fish oils). This concessionary approach 
expanded as the market developed over the years and resulted in the zero rating by Revenue 
of further similar products, including products other than vitamins, minerals and fish oils and 
Revenue’s guidance simply reflected this. The evolution of the scope of the concessionary treat-
ment of certain types of food supplement products was well understood by the industry and 
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by agents representing clients in the food supplements sector and has never been disputed by 
Revenue. However, the various VAT rating decisions published in its VAT rates database and 
other information made available in whatever form on food supplement products cannot over-
ride VAT law.

Revenue has acknowledged that the scope of its zero rating concession had broadened pro-
gressively over time to the point that it had become increasingly difficult to maintain an effec-
tive distinction between food supplement products that could benefit from the zero rate and 
those that were standard rated. Revenue acknowledges that this concessionary approach was 
unsatisfactory and led to diverging and inconsistent practices. There were continuous efforts by 
elements in the industry to expand the zero rate to products that should be standard rated, in-
cluding products claiming to enhance male fertility, promote hair growth, boost tanning, avoid 
a hangover and reduce stress.

Following complaints from the Irish Health Trade Association (IHTA), Revenue conducted 
a comprehensive review of the VAT treatment of food supplement products, including getting 
an expert report on the definition of food for the purposes of the VAT Consolidation Act. The 
expert prepared a detailed, scientific report that concluded that food supplement products are 
not conventional food. Based on the expert report and its own legal analysis, Revenue conclud-
ed that the status quo was no longer sustainable. Following this review, Revenue engaged with 
my Department concerning policy options that might be considered in the context of Finance 
Act 2018. The relevant legislation was not changed in Finance Act 2018 and therefore Revenue 
issued new guidance in December 2018 which removed the concessionary zero rating of vari-
ous food supplement products with effect from 1 March 2019. Following representation from 
Deputies and from the industry, I wrote to Revenue outlining my plans to examine the policy 
and legislative options for the taxation of food supplement products in the context of Finance 
Bill 2019. Revenue responded by delaying the withdrawal of its concessionary zero rating 
of the food supplement products concerned until 1 November 2019. This will allow time for 
the consideration of any legislative changes in the context of Budget 2020. 

My Department carried out a public consultation on the taxation of food supplement prod-
ucts. The consultation sought input from a wide range of interested parties, including from 
health and nutrition experts and the Minister for Health. The results of the consultation were 
included in the recently published 2019 VAT Tax Strategy Group (‘TSG’) paper as part of the 
Budget 2020 process. Several options have been set out on the VAT treatment of food supple-
ment products in the TSG paper, available here: https://assets.gov.ie/19123/083625ae43d948c
88917c749a2ff6b57.pdf.

17/09/2019WRE06100Flood Relief Schemes Status

17/09/2019WRE06200138. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the sta-
tus of works carried out in both urban and rural areas along the Shannon to alleviate flooding. 
[36958/19]

17/09/2019WRE06300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): On 3rd May, 2018, I was delighted to launch 29 Flood Risk Management Plans 
and €1bn investment in flood risk over the coming decade.  These Plans are the output from the 
Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Programme - the largest ever 
flood risk study carried out in the State.  The Plans set out the measures proposed to address the 
flood risk nationally, and include 19 new flood relief schemes to protect towns in the catchment 
of the Shannon River in particular, in addition to the scheme underway in Athlone due to be 
completed in 2021.
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Flood Relief Works have already been completed in a number of areas in Limerick City  , 
including Clancy’s Stand and Harry’s Mall (mid 2000’s) and Howley’s Quay (2012).

In King’s Island   (Limerick City), funding was provided by the Office of Public Works to 
Limerick City and County Council for preliminary flood defences involving the construction of 
sheet piling behind an embankment, completed in 2014, and for advance works flood defence 
works on Verdant Place, completed in 2017.  Consultants were appointed in 2015 to develop the 
permanent flood relief scheme for King’s Island and it is estimated that the full scheme will pro-
tect approximately 450 residential and 23 commercial properties.  Limerick City and County 
Council is scheduled to lodge a planning application with An Bord Pleanála later this year, with 
an anticipated construction completion date approximately two years thereafter. 

In Athlone   (Co. Westmeath), the Office of Public Works (OPW) and Westmeath County 
Council (WCC) are working together to advance flood relief works for the town with WCC as 
the Contracting Authority and OPW funding the costs of the works in addition to undertaking 
the construction works with its own workforce.  Engineering consultants were appointed in 
April 2017, to identify appropriate flood risk alleviation measures for Athlone.  The Option Ap-
praisal Report identified eight discrete cells of flood defence works. These flood cells are each 
being progressed individually under Part 8 or Part 10 of the Planning and Development Regu-
lations.  It is anticipated that the construction works for the Athlone Flood Alleviation Scheme 
will be completed during 2021.  

Consultants have also been commissioned by the OPW and/or the relevant Local Authority 
to undertake the design, development and planning of Flood Relief Schemes in Springfield (Co. 
Clare) and Castleconnell (Co. Limerick).  Procurement is scheduled to commence in the com-
ing months to appoint Engineering Consultants for the design, development and planning of 
Flood Relief Schemes in Limerick City & Environs, Leitrim Village and Carrick-on-Shannon 
(Co. Leitrim), and Killaloe/Ballina (Co. Clare/Tipperary).  It is intended to progress the devel-
opment of flood relief schemes in Dromod (Co. Leitrim) and Portumna   (Co. Galway) within 
the lifetime of the National Development Plan 2018 to 2027.

The Government also established the Shannon Flood Risk State Agency Co-ordination 
Working Group in 2016 to support existing plans in place to address flooding on the Shannon 
and to enhance the ongoing co-operation of all State Agencies involved with the River Shan-
non.  The Group has taken a number of significant decisions since its establishment, including 
targeted maintenance activities at a number of locations, trialling the lowering of the levels on 
Lough Allen, studies to explore managing flood risk at the Callows and a study on the cause, 
degree and rate of restriction downstream of Parteen Weir.  The Group is also considering a 
feasible long term maintenance programme for the River Shannon.

17/09/2019WRE06400Flood Relief Schemes Applications

17/09/2019WRE06500139. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
applications received from Mayo County Council in 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019 under the 
flooding minor works scheme; and the status of each application in tabular form. [37027/19]

17/09/2019WRE06600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): Please see below in tabular form all applications received from Mayo County 
Council under the Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme in 2017, 2018 
and to date in 2019 and the status of each.
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Local Au-
thority

Applications 
Submitted- 
Project   Loca-
tion

Project Details Approved 
Funding

Funding 
Drawn-
down

Project 
status 

2017 Crossmo-
lina, Chapel 
Street

To reconstruct part 
of the existing stone 
wall

€12,207 €12,207 Complete 

 Ballyhan-
keen, Clarem-
orris

Deepen existing 
drains & excavate 
short length of new 
open drains & up-
grade culverts

€56,765 €15,539 Ongoing 

 Bunnado-
ber, Ballinrobe

Deepen & widen the 
existing open drain 
for 150m & extend 
it for 35m south 
westwards. Extend 
the roadside em-
bankment along the 
western side of the 
channel &   associ-
ated works

€138,079 €17,425 Ongoing 

 Cong / Drum-
sheel

Installation of 
culverts, construct 
chambers & trash 
screens & chan-
nel improvement 
works (as outlined in 
report)

€324,819 €48,887 Ongoing 

2018 Neale-Cross A prefeasibility 
study, stage 1 fea-
sibility study, pre-
ferred option identi-
fication & surveys

€151,635 €0 Ongoing 

2019 Carrowhol-
ly (coastal)

Addition of embank-
ments to the existing 
flood defences As-
sociated works

€358,787 €0 Ongoing 

 Creggaun-
baun, Louis-
burg

Provide embank-
ment around dwell-
ing house & sheds 
with non-return 
valves on drainage 
outlets

€28,333 €0 Ongoing 

17/09/2019WRE06700Garda Station Refurbishment

17/09/2019WRE06800140. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the rea-
son for the delay in developing Newcastlewest Garda station, County Limerick; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37053/19]
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17/09/2019WRE06900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The refurbishment and upgrade of Newcastle West Garda Station is includ-
ed in the  Capital Investment Plan 2016-2021 for An Garda Síochána. The Office of Public 
Works  has completed  a feasibility study  on the redevelopment of the Station based on a brief 
of requirements received from An Garda Síochána.  The feasibility study  has identified that a 
new Station can be built on the existing site. The Office of Public Works has since appointed  a 
Design Team to progress this project and is engaging with An Garda Síochána on the detailed 
design phase of the proposed new Station building.

17/09/2019WRE07000Flood Relief Schemes Status

17/09/2019WRE07100141. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of the Glashaboy flood relief scheme; when it will be commenced and completed; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [37057/19]

17/09/2019WRE07200142. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
views on the fact that 49 families are unable to obtain home insurance due to the lack of prog-
ress on the Glashaboy flood scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37058/19]

17/09/2019WRE07300143. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
procurement phase has been completed on the Glashaboy flood relief scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37059/19]

17/09/2019WRE07400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I propose to take Questions Nos. 141 to 143, inclusive, together.

The Office of Public Works, through the Arterial Drainage Acts, has submitted the proposal 
for the Glashaboy Flood Relief Scheme to the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform for 
formal Confirmation.  The Minister will, over the coming months, undertake an environmental 
assessment of the proposed scheme.  This assessment will be in line with required legislative 
requirements and will involve a public consultation.   The procurement and appointment of a 
Contractor will be progressed for this scheme following formal Ministerial Confirmation.  

The flood relief scheme will be funded from within the allocated €1 billion for flood risk 
management over the period 2018-2027.

The Minister for Finance has overall responsibility for the Government’s flood insurance 
policy. The Office of Public Works (OPW) has an important role to assist insurance companies 
to take into account the protection provided by flood defence schemes completed by the OPW. 

In this regard, the OPW has a Memorandum of Understanding with Insurance Ireland, the 
representative body of the insurance industry. This Memorandum sets out principles of how 
the two organisations work together to ensure that appropriate data on  completed schemes is 
provided to insurers to facilitate, to the greatest extent possible, the availability to the public of 
insurance against the risk of flooding. 

The insurance industry has its own flood modelling tools for assessing the level of risk that 
it is willing to underwrite in relation to individual properties.  While the Memorandum notes 
the OPW requirement that, when assessing exposure to flood risk, insurers take full account of 
information provided by the OPW on completed schemes, it does not guarantee the availability 
of flood risk cover in the locations for which information has been provided.  The decision on 
whether to offer insurance, the level of premiums charged and the policy terms applied are com-
mercial decisions for individual insurers based on their assessment of the risks they would be 
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accepting on a case-by-case basis.

17/09/2019WRF00300Flood Prevention Measures

17/09/2019WRF00400144. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 189 of 9 July 2019, if the contract has been awarded for the fur-
ther study of flooding in the area; if the study will be completed by the end of 2019; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [37081/19]

17/09/2019WRF00500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I am advised by Kildare County Council that the contract for further hydrologi-
cal study into flooding at Hazelhatch has been awarded.

Delivery of revised mapping of the area is scheduled for end of Quarter 4 2019 and the pre-
liminary flood risk management options report is due in Quarter 1 2020.

17/09/2019WRF00600Forensic Science Ireland Laboratory

17/09/2019WRF00700145. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 302 of 23 July 2019, if a preferred tender has been chosen; if 
so, if a letter of intent or letter of acceptance has issued; the start and completion dates for the 
project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37082/19]

17/09/2019WRF00800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): Further to my response to Parliamentary Question No. 302 of 23 July 2019 
regarding the Forensic Science Ireland Laboratory Project at the Backweston campus, the de-
livery of this project is managed by the Office of Public Works. A Letter of Intent was issued on 
5th September 2019 to the preferred Main Contractor Tender. There is a 14 calendar day stand-
still period from the date of this letter. Please note that the procurement process for specialist 
sub-contractors is still underway and no contract will be awarded until that process is complete 
and the necessary pre-contract meeting takes place and required assurances are subsequently 
received. It is anticipated this process will be complete by the end of Q3 2019. It is expected to 
start construction on site in Q4 2019 and complete construction in late 2021/early 2022.

17/09/2019WRF00900Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Acts

17/09/2019WRF01000146. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if there 
is still an obligation under FEMPI legislation to publish an annual FEMPI report; if such a 
report has been published; if not, when such a report will be published; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37156/19]

17/09/2019WRF01100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 12 
of the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2013 (No. 18 of 2013) requires 
the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform to, in respect of the Financial Emergency Mea-
sures in the Public Interest Act 2009 (No. 5 of 2009), the Financial Emergency Measures in the 
Public Interest (No. 2) Act 2009 (No. 41 of 2009), the Financial Emergency Measures in the 
Public Interest Act 2010 (No. 38 of 2010) and the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public 
Interest Act 2013 (No. 18 of 2013): 

- to carry out a review of the operation, effectiveness and impact of the relevant Acts, having 
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regard to the overall economic conditions in the State and national competitiveness, 

- consider whether or not any of the provisions of the relevant Acts continue to be necessary 
having regard to the purposes of those Acts, the revenues of the State and State commitments in 
respect of public service pay and pensions,

- make such findings as he or she thinks appropriate consequent on the review and consid-
eration, and

- cause a written report of his or her findings resulting from the review and consideration to 
be prepared and laid before each House of the Oireachtas.

That requirement remains in force and in that context, the Minister published an Annual 
Review and Report to the Houses of Oireachtas in June 2019. The Annual Review is attached 
this response and is also available at the following website:

www.gov.ie/en/collection/68e504-annual-reviews-of-the-fempi-act-2013/  .

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumen-
tation/2019-09-17_pq146-17-9-19_en.pdf”>Annual Review of the operation of the FEMPI 
Acts</a>]

17/09/2019WRF01200Flood Prevention Measures

17/09/2019WRF01300147. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the plans in place to help with flooding in an area (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37169/19]

17/09/2019WRF01400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): My officials are making enquiries into the issue raised by the Deputy and I will 
respond to the Deputy directly on this matter.

17/09/2019WRF01500Forensic Science Ireland Laboratory

17/09/2019WRF01600148. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 302 of 23 July 2019, if a preferred tender has been chosen; if a 
letter of intent or letter of acceptance has issued; the likely start and completion dates for the 
project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37298/19]

17/09/2019WRF01700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): Further to my response to Parliamentary Question No. 302 of 23 July 2019 
regarding the Forensic Science Ireland Laboratory Project at the Backweston campus, the de-
livery of this project is managed by the Office of Public Works.  A Letter of Intent was issued on 
5th September 2019 to the preferred Main Contractor Tender.  There is a 14 calendar day stand-
still period from the date of this letter. Please note that the procurement process for specialist 
sub-contractors is still underway and no contract will be awarded until that process is complete 
and the necessary pre-contract meeting takes place and required assurances are subsequently 
received.  It is anticipated this process will be complete by the end of Q3 2019. It is expected to 
start construction on site in Q4 2019 and complete construction in late 2021/early 2022.

17/09/2019WRF01800Archaeological Sites
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17/09/2019WRF01900149. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent of the archaeological excavation being undertaken at Kilkenny Castle; if the missing 
south wall is exposed and put in context with the castle; if it will be left on public display and 
be appropriately protected; if historical items found during the course of the excavation will be 
put on public display in the castle; if he will use the public presentation of the south wall of the 
castle to highlight the damage done by the Cromwellian forces and the confederation period of 
the history of Kilkenny; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37336/19]

17/09/2019WRF02000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The archaeological excavation currently being undertaken at Kilkenny Castle, 
under licence to the National Monuments Service, is limited to a confined area in the castle 
courtyard and will last from Tuesday 3rd September until approximately Friday 20th Septem-
ber. The excavation is concentrating on the remains of the 13th century gatehouse. The OPW 
will consider leaving the remains on display to the public, subject to adherence to health and 
safety requirements. Any artefacts found on site will be given to the National Museum of Ire-
land who will determine their significance. The OPW will make efforts to have any items of sig-
nificance put on permanent display at Kilkenny Castle. Because of its significance in the story 
of the castle, the Cromwellian siege of the Castle would form part of any public presentation.

17/09/2019WRF02100Freedom of Information Remit

17/09/2019WRF02200150. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
his plans to include the Abbey Theatre to be subject to freedom of information legislation. 
[37378/19]

17/09/2019WRF02300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Freedom 
of Information Act 2014 greatly expanded the number of organisations that are subject to the 
legislation, setting out broad criteria at section 6 by which it may be determined whether or not 
a body is subject to FOI.  At present, approximately 600 organisations are subject to FOI, which 
is designed to promote openness, transparency and accountability of the public sector.

In general, private companies or charities are not FOI bodies in their own right under the 
terms of the 2014 Act.  However, it may be noted that the legislation allows in principle for 
access to records physically held by a company or charity, “if and insofar as” they relate to a 
service to provided to a public sector body that is subject to FOI.  Such a request should be pro-
cessed in accordance with the legislation by the relevant public sector body.  Similarly, infor-
mation relating to funding or other arrangements with the public sector may be requested under 
FOI through the relevant public body, rather than directly from the private entity concerned. 

Therefore, although private companies or charities are not usually subject to FOI in them-
selves, relevant information may nevertheless be accessible under FOI where such entities have 
a sufficiently close nexus with public sector bodies.  As such, there are no plans at present to 
make the Abbey Theatre subject to the Freedom of Information Act in its own right.

17/09/2019WRF02400Pension Provisions

17/09/2019WRF02500151. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will address a matter raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37471/19]

17/09/2019WRF02600152. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if in-
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creases in basic pay between 2018 and 2020 have been passed on to the pensions of persons 
who retired on or after 1 March 2012 as specified in paragraph 2 of circular 02/2018; if there 
are exceptions to this; if so, the retired public servants that will not avail of this pension resto-
ration; if retired members of An Garda Síochána are exempt from this paragraph as suggested 
(details supplied); if so, the reason for this decision; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37650/19]

17/09/2019WRF02700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 151 and 152 together.

I would advise both Deputies that pensions for An Garda Síochána are a matter for the Min-
ister for Justice and Equality. However, as the matter raised relates to pension policy for the 
public service generally, I will address the questions raised.  

Firstly, I should clarify that retirement lump sum payments made under public service pen-
sion schemes were not directly reduced by the Financial Emergency Measure in the Public In-
terest (FEMPI) legislation. The FEMPI legislation implemented measures that directly reduced 
the pay of serving staff and introduced a Public Service Pension Reduction for pensions in 
payment, subject to certain rates, thresholds and exemptions. As both the annual pensions and 
lump sum payments of members of pre-existing public service pension schemes (i.e. excluding 
the Single Public Service Pension Scheme) are directly linked to salary at retirement, the reduc-
tions to the pay of public servants would have had a knock on impact on the lump sum payment 
they received at retirement. 

However, because of what is known as the first ‘grace period’, those who retired between 
1 January 2010 and 29 February 2012 did not have the first FEMPI pay reduction (imposed 1 
January 2010) reflected in the salary rate used to calculate their annual pension or their lump 
sum. A second round of FEMPI reductions was imposed in 2013 (imposed on 1 July on public 
servants with an annual remuneration above €65,000). The second ‘grace period’ meant that 
those who retired from that point onwards (assuming their pay was affected by those reductions 
while still serving) did not have those reductions reflected in the salary rate used to calculate 
their annual pension or lump sum. 

In the cases referred to by the Deputies, retirement occurred after 1 March 2012 and so the 
retirement lump sum was calculated by reference to the salary rates in payment on 1 January 
2010 (i.e. following the first FEMPI pay reduction). If the salary at retirement was subject to the 
second FEMPI reduction on 1 July 2013, the operation of the second grace period would mean 
that the lump sum would still have been calculated by reference to the 1 January 2010 rate. 

The two grace periods were the only protections given in relation to the calculation and pay-
ment of retirement lump sums in the context of the FEMPI legislation, and I have no proposals 
to make any change in this regard.

As regards pension increases, the current pension increase policy for pre-existing pension 
schemes was agreed by the Government as part of the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018-
2020 (PSSA). This policy is essentially a time-limited (expires end-2020) resumption of the 
non-statutory pension increase arrangements, sometimes known as pay parity, which formerly 
prevailed, but which lapsed in 2010. Under that policy, pay increases applied to serving staff 
over the course of the PSSA are passed on to those annual pensions where the salary on which 
the annual pension is based, in any case, does not exceed the salary of a serving staff member 
with the same grade and scale point, after the pay increase has been applied. If it qualifies, the 
annual pension is eligible for an increase to the extent that this will ensure alignment with the 
pay of serving staff.
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The guidance on operation of the pension increase policy is set out in my Department’s 
Circular 02/2018, while further instructions have recently been issued in Circular 19/2019. This 
guidance is directed to all public service employers including the Department of Justice and 
Equality as administrators of the pension schemes of retired members of An Garda Síochána.

17/09/2019WRF02900Youth Guarantee

17/09/2019WRF03000153. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of 
funding available to Ireland under the EU Youth Guarantee fund in each of the years 2016 to 
2020; the amount drawn down under the fund in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 
2019; the expected amount to be drawn down in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37015/19]

17/09/2019WRF03100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The Youth Employment Initiative (YEI) is one of the main EU financial resources to support 
the implementation of the EU Youth Guarantee.  It is integrated into European Social Fund 
(ESF) programming as a dedicated priority axis within the ESF Programme for Employability, 
Inclusion and Learning 2014-2020 (PEIL).  The specific YEI allocation for Ireland of €68m (for 
2014 and 2015)  is matched by equal amounts from our ESF allocation and from the Exchequer, 
giving an overall allocation of €204m.   Ireland was not eligible for an additional allocation un-
der the second YEI allocation arising from the mid-term revision of the Multi-annual Financial 
Framework in 2017, which was focussed on those Member States with youth unemployment 
rates of higher than 25% in 2016.

All ESF activities, including YEI activities, are fully funded up-front by the Exchequer with 
the EU (ESF/YEI) funding being claimed in arrears.  

The first payment application in respect of the PEIL, which included €112.25m in respect 
of YEI activities, was submitted to the European Commission in November 2018 resulting in 
receipts of €67.35m in respect of the YEI/ESF contributions towards the YEI activities.  A fur-
ther payment application was submitted in June 2019 which included €4.75m in respect of YEI 
activities resulting in receipts of €2.84m.

Further payment applications are in the course of preparation for submission to the Com-
mission this year and it is expected that they will include some €50m in respect of YEI activi-
ties.  If realised this will bring the total YEI expenditure declared in payment applications to 
some €167m, leaving €37m to be declared in 2020 or subsequently.

The ESF authorities will ensure that sufficient payment applications are submitted to fully 
drawdown the YEI/ESF funding allocations.

17/09/2019WRF03200Apprenticeship Data

17/09/2019WRF03300154. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details of 
each apprenticeship programme offered; the number of apprenticeships offered in each pro-
gramme in each of the years 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019; the number of persons who 
unsuccessfully sought or applied for apprenticeships; the career areas not covered by the ap-
prenticeship programme; his plans to increase the number of programmes offered in the future; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37016/19]

17/09/2019WRF03400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
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SOLAS do not maintain a record of the number of persons that unsuccessfully sought or ap-
plied for apprenticeships as apprentices no not apply to become an apprentice through SOLAS.  
In order to train as an apprentice a person first needs to be recruited by an approved employer. 
There is no central record of applications to employers for apprenticeship positions as this is 
part of wider labour market activity.

While the Apprenticeship Council has issued two formal calls for proposals to develop new 
apprenticeships and Government is promoting apprenticeships heavily through the Generation 
Apprenticeship campaign, decisions to develop new apprenticeships are taken by groups of 
employers with reference to the various options open to them to develop the skills needed in 
their sectors.  Employers in Ireland have responded in large numbers to the calls for proposals 
and apprenticeships are now much more widely available across sectors.   For the first time, ap-
prenticeships have become available in recent years in areas such as auctioneering, biopharm-
achem, insurance, finance, hospitality and food, ICT and logistics, with further programmes in 
the pipeline in renewable energy, retail, hairdressing and a range of other sectors.  These add to 
the long-standing base of apprenticeship in areas such as construction, motor and engineering.

In all 20 new apprenticeship programmes are available and 36 more are in development.  
This will give apprenticeship a broad footprint across the economy but of course some sectors 
will use other options for skills development.

The details of registrations on programmes sought by the Deputy are in the following table.

Registrations for ALL occupations for years 2015-2019 (end of Aug)

Occupation 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 (end 
of Aug)

Accounting Technician 71 88 64
Agricultural Mechanics 59 43 45 41 23
Aircraft Mechanics 34 39 53 74 54
Auctioneering and Prop-
erty Services

53 59

Brick and Stonelaying 26 52 60 81 54
Butcher 7 16
Carpentry and Joinery 291 399 443 591 374
Chef de Partie 31 11
Commis Chef 25 112 23
Construction Plant Fit-
ting

77 59 86 71 34

Cybersecurity 6
Electrical 956 1343 1705 1841 1189
Electrical Instrumenta-
tion

83 106 120 108 73

Electronic Security 
Systems

28 28 72 65 53

Farriery 7 5 6 9 2
Heavy Vehicle Mechan-
ics

154 136 143 176 96

Industrial Electrical 
Engineer

12 19 25 17
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Occupation 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 (end 
of Aug)

Industrial Insulation 13 10 21 19 13
Instrumentation 8 10 20 17 9
Insurance Practitioner 67 86 80 25
International Financial 
Services Associate

15 11 2

International Financial 
Services Specialist

18 10 3

Laboratory Analyst 2
Laboratory Technician 14 3
Logistics Associate 27 17
Mechanical Automation 
& Maintenance Fitting

153 163 183 180 109

Manufacturing Engineer 
(Level 7)

36 20 9

Manufacturing Technol-
ogy (Level 6)

40 34 15

Metal Fabrication 198 186 224 234 162
Motor Mechanics 423 420 353 380 261
Network Engineer As-
sociate

22 39

OEM Engineer 3
Painting and Decorating 19 27 44 30 22
Pipefitting 37 33 25 49 50
Plastering 7 18 34 29 19
Plumbing 289 345 532 653 437
Polymer Processing 
Technology

25 15 13

Print Media 8 4 2
Refrigeration and Air 
Conditioning

75 79 106 119 71

Sheet Metalworking 38 40 53 70 33
Software Developer As-
sociate

39 43

Sous Chef 1
Stonecutting and Stone-
masonry

13 2 8 7 1

Toolmaking 62 66 65 79 33
Vehicle Body Repairs 47 58 46 40 36
Wood Manufacturing 
and Finishing

48 71 59 95 62

Grand Total 3153 3821 4843 5648 3639

17/09/2019WRF03500Schools Data

17/09/2019WRF03600155. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there are sufficient 
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places at second-level in Mullingar, County Westmeath and the wider area. [36959/19]

17/09/2019WRF03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 
school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of 
sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level. Approximately 
40% of extra school places are delivered by extending existing schools. 

As the Deputy will be aware, in April 2018, the Government announced plans for the es-
tablishment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022). The announcement fol-
lowed nationwide, demographic exercises carried out by my Department into the future need 
for primary and post-primary schools across the country. While the announcement did not in-
clude a new school for the Mullingar School planning area, the requirement for new schools 
will be kept under on-going review and will have regard for the increased roll-out of housing 
provision as outlined in Project Ireland 2040.

The Deputy will be aware that a major capital project for St. Finian’s College is included 
in the Department’s school building programme to be delivered as part of the National De-
velopment Plan. In addition, major building projects for 4 post primary schools in Kilbeggan, 
Rochfortbridge, Castlepollard and Moate are also included in my Department’s school building 
programme.

The Capital Programme details the school projects that are being progressed under project 
Ireland 2040. I wish to advise the Deputy that the current status of large-scale projects being 
delivered under project Ireland 2040 may be viewed on my Department’s website, www.educa-
tion.ie and this information is updated regularly. In addition, a list of large-scale projects com-
pleted from 2010 to date may also be viewed on the website.   

The Capital Programme also provides for devolved funding for additional classrooms, if 
required, for schools where an immediate enrolment need has been identified or where an ad-
ditional teacher has been appointed. Details of schools listed on this programme can be found 
on my Department’s website www.education.ie and this information is also updated regularly.

17/09/2019WRF03800School Catchment Areas

17/09/2019WRF03900156. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will revise 
the boundaries for school catchment areas (details supplied) in Dublin 15. [36981/19]

17/09/2019WRF04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 
school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of 
sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level. 

The school planning areas are used in the demographic exercise as a basis for the assessment 
of areas of growth and to inform recommendations on the establishment of any new schools re-
quired in that school planning area.  There are no current plans to revise school planning areas.

As the Deputy will be aware, in April 2018, the Government announced plans for the es-
tablishment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022), including a new post-
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primary school to be established in 2020 to serve the Blanchardstown_West_Dublin15 and 
BlanchardstownVge_Dublin15 school planning areas as a regional solution.

New schools established since 2011 to meet demographic demand are required, in the first 
instance, to prioritise pupil applications from within the designated school planning area(s) 
which the school was established to serve.  This does not preclude schools from enrolling pupils 
from outside of the designated school planning area where they have sufficient places.

For school planning purposes, Old River Road is located in the adjacent Mulhuddart_Tyr-
relstown_D15 school planning area. As the Deputy may be aware, a new 1,000 pupil post-
primary school was established in 2014 to serve the Mulhuddart_Tyrrelstown_D15 and had just 
over 600 pupils enrolled in the 2018/19 school year. 

While the recent announcement did not include a new post-primary school for the Mul-
huddart_Tyrrelstown_D15 school planning area, the requirement for new schools will be kept 
under on-going review and in particular will have regard for the increased roll-out of housing 
provision as outlined in Project Ireland 2040. My Department will also continue to monitor 
areas where the accommodation of existing schools may need to be expanded in order to meet 
the needs of the local population.

17/09/2019WRF04100Schools Building Projects

17/09/2019WRF04200157. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has exam-
ined the need for extra second-level education places in the Clonee, Phibblestown and Ongar 
area of Dublin 15 in view of the high demand for places in a school (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [36991/19]

17/09/2019WRF04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department’s capital investment programme provides for devolved funding for addi-
tional classrooms for existing schools where an immediate enrolment need has been identified. 
All school capital projects that have been approved, by my Department, under the Additional 
Accommodation Scheme, may be viewed on my Department’s website, www.education.ie, 
which is updated regularly. 

In this regard, I wish to advise the Deputy that my Department has not received an applica-
tion, for such funding, from the school in question.

17/09/2019WRF04400Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2019WRF04500158. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
new secondary school for Hansfield, Dublin 15; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36995/19]

17/09/2019WRF04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, a new 
post primary school for the Blanchardstown area is included in the 42 new schools announced 
in 2018.

In line with the policy on the use of State assets (Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform Circulars 11/15 and 17/16), in the first instance my Department is seeking to maximize 
the use of sites already in its ownership and of available properties in the ownership of other 
State bodies, where these are considered suitable.
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In that context, Department officials are currently considering identified potential site op-
tions.

17/09/2019WRF04700University Governance

17/09/2019WRF04800159. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will address 
a matter (details supplied) regarding allegations of student and staff safety being put at risk; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [37018/19]

17/09/2019WRF04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I would like to assure the 
Deputy that my Department and the Higher Education Authority (HEA) consistently seek to 
treat any information received regarding possible wrongdoing in a higher education institution 
very seriously. 

As the Deputy will be aware, under the current statutory framework, Universities are in-
dependent and autonomous bodies and on that basis are responsible for the conduct of their 
day-to-day affairs.  The performance of this role is, however, subject to detailed governance, 
oversight and accountability requirements. 

The Higher Education Authority (HEA) is aware of the matter referred to by the Deputy. 
In line with usual protocol in such cases, the HEA has raised the matter with the University 
concerned and has sought a detailed response in relation to the specific issues that have been 
highlighted. The HEA will update the Department once the response from the University has 
been considered.

17/09/2019WRF05000Education Policy

17/09/2019WRF05100160. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ad-
dress a matter regarding issues raised by an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37034/19]

17/09/2019WRF05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Budget 2019 marked the third 
year of a major reinvestment in education.  The budget for the Department of Education and 
Skills has increased by €674 million this year, a 6.7% increase on last year.  In total, the Educa-
tion budget has increased by €1.7 billion compared to 2016.

This school year sees the numbers employed in our schools reach the highest ever level.  
Over 1,300 additional posts in schools have been funded, including more than 370 posts to cater 
for growth in student population and additional special classes.  This builds on the Budget 2018 
measure which provided a one point improvement in the staffing schedule in primary schools 
which brings the position to the most favourable ever seen at primary level.

The latest figures in relation to pupil teacher ratio show an improved ratio of teachers to 
students from 16:1 to 15.2:1 at primary level when comparing the 2015/16 school year to the 
2018/19 school year.  Average class sizes at primary level improved from 24.9 to 24.3 in the 
same period. 

The Budget 2019 measure which provided for an additional release day for teaching prin-
cipals in primary schools and a further four additional release days for teaching principals in 
schools with special classes has been implemented for the current school year.

€2.75m was allocated in Budget 2017 to restore middle management positions, i.e. the 
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equivalent of approximately 1,300 posts.  The Department has committed to revising the Posts 
of Responsibility table in the leadership and management circulars to take into account retire-
ments during the school year.  This ensures that the current level of Posts of Responsibility are 
maintained in the school system.

I fully recognise the need to improve capitation funding for schools.  I am pleased to have 
been able to provide for a 5% increase in capitation funding for primary and post-primary 
schools for the current school year.  The first and full year costs of this increase is €4 million 
and €10 million respectively. 

All proposals made in relation to education expenditure will be considered in the context 
of Budget 2020, having regard to overall resource constraints and other competing demands in 
the education sector.

17/09/2019WRF05300Home Tuition Scheme Administration

17/09/2019WRF05400161. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the 
application form for the home tuition scheme for the 2019/2020 school year was released later 
than usual in 2019; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that this has left many parents in 
a very uncertain and difficult position; if once approved, payments will be backdated to the date 
of commencement of the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37036/19]

17/09/2019WRF05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department works closely 
with the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) which has responsibility for working 
with families and schools and for the provision and coordination of an adequate number of spe-
cialist educational places to meet local demand throughout the country. 

The NCSE has a national network of Special Educational Needs Officers (SENOs) to plan 
the necessary provision to meet local need. SENOs assist and advise parents experiencing dif-
ficulty finding a suitable school place for their child.   

Where a parent cannot secure a suitable school place for their child, they can make an ap-
plication to the Department for the Home Tuition Grant.  The Home Tuition Grant provides 
funding towards a compensatory educational service for children until a school placement is 
available.  By its nature, it is intended to be a short term intervention.

The application forms and related Circular for this year’s scheme were published on 8th 
August 2019. Last year, the forms and circular were published of 26 July 2018.

Applications forms are signed by the NCSE local SENO to confirm that no school place-
ment is currently available for a child. SENOs are processing home tuition applications as a 
matter of urgency.

The Home Tuition Application form outlines that it may take my Department up to 15 work-
ing days to process home tuition applications. 

My Department is prioritising the processing of Home Tuition applications with a view to 
processing completed applications within a shorter timeframe.

Tuition cannot commence until a grant approval letter issues from the Department confirm-
ing that the terms and conditions of the Scheme have been met.

17/09/2019WRF05600Schools Building Projects Status
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17/09/2019WRF05700162. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the de-
tails of the planned improvements announced recently for a school (details supplied); the cost 
of the project; the timeline for the delivery of the entire project; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37039/19]

17/09/2019WRF05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that funding has been approved for the provision of one general classroom, three re-
source rooms, a two classroom SEN Base and ancillary accommodation at the school to which 
he refers. As the project has yet to proceed through the public procurement process, the value 
of the project is commercially sensitive.  

It is not possible to provide a timeline for the project as the responsibility for delivery has 
been devolved to Donegal Education & Training Board and it is now a matter for the Board to 
advance the project.

17/09/2019WRF05900Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2019WRF06000163. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the de-
tails of the planned improvements announced recently for a school (details supplied); the cost 
of the project; the timeline for the delivery of the entire project; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37040/19]

17/09/2019WRF06100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that funding has been approved for the provision of 7 general classrooms, 2 SET rooms, 
1 Technical Graphics room, 2 Science laboratory with Preparation Area, 1 x Art/Crafts room 
and ancillary accommodation at the school to which the Deputy refers. 

As the project has yet to proceed through the public procurement process, the value of the 
project is commercially sensitive.  

It is not possible to provide a timeline for the project as the responsibility for delivery has 
been devolved to the School Authority and it is now a matter for the Board to advance the proj-
ect.

17/09/2019WRF06200Schools Site Acquisitions

17/09/2019WRF06300164. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if progress has 
been made in identifying and securing a permanent site for a new school (details supplied) in 
County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37046/19]

17/09/2019WRF06400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my officials have identified a number of potential site options for the school to which he 
refers.  These are currently under consideration.

While a site acquisition process is underway, given the commercial sensitivities associated 
with land acquisitions generally I am not in a position to comment further at this time.  However, 
I can assure the Deputy that Department officials are working to progress matters as quickly as 
possible so that the school’s permanent location can be confirmed at the earliest possible date.

17/09/2019WRF06500Third Level Fees
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17/09/2019WRF06600165. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills if UK nationals 
who received their schooling here will continue to be eligible for the free third-level fees initia-
tive for undergraduate students on the same conditions as Irish nationals; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37069/19]

17/09/2019WRF06700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In May 2019, the Govern-
ments of Ireland and the UK signed a Memorandum of Understanding on the Common Travel 
Area, which affords, inter alia, that “Irish and British citizens have the right to access all levels 
of education and training, and associated student support, in each other’s state, on terms no less 
favourable than those for the citizens of that state.” 

This includes continuing access to the free fees initiative in higher education as relevant.

17/09/2019WRF06800Schools Building Projects

17/09/2019WRF06900166. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the school 
planning areas which cover the Dublin 6W, 8, 10, 12, 20 and 22 postal districts. [37072/19]

17/09/2019WRF07000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 
school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of 
sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level. 

The school planning areas are used in the demographic exercise as a basis for the assessment 
of areas of growth and to inform recommendations on the establishment of any new schools 
required in that school planning area. A postal district may comprise (in whole or in part) a 
number of my Department’s school planning areas. 

The school planning areas located within (fully or partially) the D6W, 8,10,12,20 and 22 
postal districts are as follows:

- Dublin2_Dublin4

- Dublin_6W

- Dublin6_Clonskeagh

- Cabra_Phibsboro_D7

- Dublin_8

- Ballyfermot_D10

- Dolphin’s Barn_D12

- Castleknock__D15

- Carpenterstown_D15

- Palmerstown_Ronanstowns_D20_22

- Clondalkin_D22

- Rathfarnham
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- Tallaght

- Lucan

- Newcastle_Rathcoole.

17/09/2019WRF07100Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2019WRF07200167. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 540 of 23 July 2019, if the letter of intent has issued; if a letter of accep-
tance has issued; when construction will commence on site; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [37077/19]

17/09/2019WRF07300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, the 
delivery of the project for Naas Community College has been devolved to Kildare and Wicklow 
Education & Training Board (KWETB). 

The project is still at tender stage and the Letter of Intent has not issued yet. It is expected 
that the project will commence construction towards the end of this year so that it will be com-
pleted before September 2021.

17/09/2019WRG00200Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2019WRG00300168. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 541 of 23 July 2019, if the tender report has been approved; if the letter 
of intent has issued; if a letter of acceptance has issued; when construction will commence on 
site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37078/19]

17/09/2019WRG00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, the 
delivery of the Maynooth Campus project has been devolved to Kildare and Wicklow Educa-
tion & Training Board (KWETB). 

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that the tender report for this project has been approved 
by my Department. The Letter of Acceptance has issued and construction commenced yester-
day.  It is expected that the project will be completed before September 2020.

17/09/2019WRG00500Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2019WRG00600169. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 217 of 9 July 2019, if tenders have been invited for the project; if so, the 
closing date for receipt of tenders; when work will commence and finish on the project; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [37079/19]

17/09/2019WRG00700213. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 217 of 9 July 2019, if tenders have been invited for the project; the 
closing date for receipt of tenders; when work will commence and finish on the project; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [37295/19]

17/09/2019WRG00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 169 and 213 together
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The major building project for the school referred to by the Deputy is currently at Stage 
2(b) – Detailed Design. 

The pre-qualification process to select a short-list of suitable contractors has been com-
pleted and the Design Team is currently finalising the tender documentation.

Once this work is complete, my Department will be in contact with the Board of Manage-
ment of the school regarding the progression of the project to the next stage of architectural 
planning, Stage 3 - tender stage. 

17/09/2019WRG00900Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2019WRG01000170. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 218 of 9 July 2019, if tenders have been invited for the project; if they 
have the closing date for receipt of tenders; when work will commence and finish on the proj-
ect; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37080/19]

17/09/2019WRG01100214. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 218 of 9 July 2019, if tenders have been invited for the project; the 
closing date for receipt of tenders; when work will commence and finish on the project; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [37296/19]

17/09/2019WRG01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 170 and 214 together

This building project referred to by the Deputy is included in my Department’s Construction 
Programme which is being delivered under the National Development Plan.  

The major building project is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning Stage 
2b – Detailed Design, which includes securing Planning Permission, Fire Certificate and Dis-
ability Access Certificate and the preparation of tender documents. 

The process of Pre-Qualification of contractors to compile a short-list of suitable candidates 
is now complete. The next step for this project will be Stage 3 – tender stage. In that context, 
the Department will shortly be in contact with the school and Design Team to update them on 
the further progression of this major building project.

17/09/2019WRG01300Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2019WRG01400171. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 219 of 9 July 2019, when phase 1 and 2 of the project will be completed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37083/19]

17/09/2019WRG01500215. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 219 of 9 July 2019, when phases 1 and 2 of the project will be completed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37299/19]

17/09/2019WRG01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 171 and 215 together

The school building project to which the Deputy refers is currently on site. 

The first phase, consisting of the construction of the new 8 classroom school is due for 
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completion in Quarter 4 2019.  The second phase is due for completion in Quarter 2 2020. 

17/09/2019WRG01700Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2019WRG01800172. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 279 of 21 May 2019, if there has been progress in finalising the project 
brief; if so, the details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37084/19]

17/09/2019WRG01900216. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 279 of 21 May 2019, if there has been progress in finalising the project 
brief; if so, the details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37300/19]

17/09/2019WRG02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 172 and 216 together

My Department is close to finalising the accommodation brief for the proposed building 
project at the school in question and will be in contact with the school authorities when this 
process has been completed.

17/09/2019WRG02100Schools Site Acquisitions

17/09/2019WRG02200173. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 172 of 14 May 2019, if there has been further progress on the site acqui-
sition; if a design team will be put in place for the three projects; the estimated timetable for the 
completion of the education campus; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37085/19]

17/09/2019WRG02300217. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 172 of 14 May 2019, if there has been further progress on the site acqui-
sition; if a design team will be put in place for the three projects; the estimated timetable for the 
completion of the education campus; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37301/19]

17/09/2019WRG02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 173 and 217 together.

Agreement in principle has been reached with a landowner for the acquisition of a site at 
Donaghcumper, Celbridge.   As previously advised, there are technical considerations crucial to 
the delivery of the site and my Department continues to engage with the landowner and Kildare 
County Council on these issues in order to enable architectural planning to commence. 

I can assure the Deputy that it is a priority for my Department to commence the architectural 
planning process for this site at the earliest possible stage. For the time being, and as previously 
indicated - given the commercially sensitive nature of site acquisitions in general, I am unable 
to elaborate further.

17/09/2019WRG02500Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2019WRG02600174. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 276 of 11 June 2019, if tenders have been invited from the short-list of 
contractors; if so, the closing date for receipt of tenders; the number of contractors from which 
tenders have been sought; when construction will commence and be completed on the project; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37086/19]

17/09/2019WRG02700218. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 276 of 11 June 2019, if tenders have been invited from the short-list of 
contractors; if so, the closing date for receipt of tenders; the number of contractors from which 
tenders have been sought; when construction will commence and is expected to be completed 
on the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37302/19]

17/09/2019WRG02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 174 and 218 together

The major building project for the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage 
of architectural planning, Stage 2(b) – Detailed Design which includes the application for Plan-
ning Permission, Fire Cert and Disability Access Cert and the preparation of tender documents.  
All statutory approvals have been secured.  

The Design Team is currently completing the prequalification process to select a short-list 
of contractors. De-briefing letters have recently been issued to the successful and unsuccessful 
applicants and the standstill period for the contract is currently ongoing.

When the standstill period has expired and the pre-qualification process is complete the 
project will then be progressed to tender stage. 

 A tender stage normally takes between 7 and 8 months to complete.

17/09/2019WRG02900School Accommodation Provision

17/09/2019WRG03000175. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 216 of 5 February 2019, if approval has issued for the provision of ad-
ditional mainstream and specialist accommodation for the school in question; the details of the 
accommodation approved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37087/19]

17/09/2019WRG03100219. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 216 of 5 February 2019, if approval has issued for the provision of 
additional mainstream and specialist accommodation for the school; the details of the accom-
modation approved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37303/19]

17/09/2019WRG03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos.175 and 219 together

I can confirm to the Deputy that my Department has received an application, for major 
capital funding, under the Additional School Accommodation Scheme (ASA), from the school 
in question.   Officials from my Department have been liaising with the school authority in the 
context of seeking additional information to support the application.

As soon as this information is received, the application will be given further consideration.

17/09/2019WRG03300Special Educational Needs Staff Data

17/09/2019WRG03400176. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
number of SNAs employed by his Department. [37092/19]

17/09/2019WRG03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): At the end of the 2018/19 
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school year there were approximately 15,030 SNA posts allocated to schools. I announced on 
27th May that 792 additional SNA posts will be allocated to schools for the beginning of the 
2019/20 school year, with almost 130 additional posts expected to be allocated by December 
2019.

By the end of this year, there will be up to 15,950 SNAs working in our schools, an increase 
of over 51% since 2011. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum 
of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the as-
sessed care needs of children qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

Once the posts are allocated by the NCSE, the recruitment/employment of SNAs is a matter 
for school management.

17/09/2019WRG03600Special Educational Needs Staff Data

17/09/2019WRG03700177. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
number of SNAs employed by his Department on a full-time basis. [37093/19]

17/09/2019WRG03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): At the end of the 2018/19 
school year there were approximately 15,030 SNA posts allocated to schools. I announced on 
27th May that 792 additional SNA posts will be allocated to schools for the beginning of the 
2019/20 school year, with almost 130 additional posts expected to be allocated by December 
2019.

By the end of this year, there will be up to 15,950 SNAs working in our schools, an increase 
of over 51% since 2011. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum 
of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the as-
sessed care needs of children qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

Once the posts are allocated by the NCSE, the recruitment/employment of SNAs is a matter 
for school management.

17/09/2019WRG03900Special Educational Needs Staff Data

17/09/2019WRG04000178. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
number of full-time equivalent posts for SNAs allocated by his Department. [37094/19]

17/09/2019WRG04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): At the end of the 2018/19 
school year there were approximately 15,030 SNA posts allocated to schools. I announced on 
27th May that 792 additional SNA posts will be allocated to schools for the beginning of the 
2019/20 school year, with almost 130 additional posts expected to be allocated by December 
2019.

By the end of this year, there will be up to 15,950 SNAs working in our schools, an increase 
of over 51% since 2011.

17/09/2019WRG04200Student Grants Data
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17/09/2019WRG04300179. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills the es-
timated cost of restoring grants for student teacher attendance at mandatory Gaeltacht courses. 
[37095/19]

17/09/2019WRG04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The decision to stop the Gael-
tacht placement grants was taken during the economic crisis when, unfortunately, very difficult 
decisions had to be made to stabilise the nation’s finances.  At the time, priority was given to 
protecting resources for front-line education services as far as possible.

The annual cost of fully funding the reconfigured Gaeltacht Placement on primary initial 
teacher education (ITE) programmes for 1,200 student teachers in the four state-funded provid-
ers is estimated at €1.8m per annum. 

While there is no provision currently in my Department’s budget for this grant or an element 
thereof in 2019, because of ongoing budgetary pressures which continue to be acute, the matter 
remains under consideration in my Department. 

To assist with the costs of the Gaeltacht placement, students who are in receipt of a student 
grant which includes a 100% fee grant, or who would have qualified for a full fee grant but for 
the Free Fees Scheme, can apply for funding towards travel and accommodation costs under the 
field trip element of a fee grant, subject to the normal terms and conditions of the student grant 
scheme.  Apart from this, in circumstances of particular need, students may apply for support 
under the Student Assistance Fund.  Information in relation to this fund is available through the 
Access Officer in the third level institution attended.

17/09/2019WRG04500School Services Staff

17/09/2019WRG04600180. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills the es-
timated cost of achieving full pay equality amongst SNAs and school secretaries respectively. 
[37096/19]

17/09/2019WRG04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The public service agreements 
have allowed a programme of pay restoration for public servants. The starting salaries for a new 
entrant special need assistant and school secretaries paid on a public service payscale in 2012 
was €20,869. As a result of the programme of pay restoration, the starting salary of these staff 
is now €23,999 and from 1 October 2020 onwards will be €24,602.

Section 11 of the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 provides that “the Minister [for 
Public Expenditure and Reform] shall, within three months of the passing of this Act, prepare 
and lay before the Oireachtas a report on the cost of and a plan in dealing with pay equalisation 
for new entrants to the public service.”

The report laid before the Oireachtas on foot of this provision by the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform assesses the cost of a further change which would provide a two 
scale point adjustment to new entrants recruited since 2011. The total cost of such an adjust-
ment across the public sector is of the order of €200 million, of which Education accounts for 
€83 million. The report also acknowledges that, during the financial crisis, there were policy 
changes which affected remuneration in different occupations across the public sector (includ-
ing education).

On 24 September 2018, an agreement was reached between the Government and the public 
services committee of ICTU in respect of new entrant pay.  This agreement will benefit both 
16,000 teachers and nearly 5,000 SNAs within the education sector. The deal provides for a se-
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ries of incremental jumps for new entrants.  The current series of restorative measures for new 
entrants have been achieved through continued engagement and collective bargaining between 
the Government and the public service unions and shows the benefits that such engagement can 
bring. 

The matter of new entrant pay is a cross sectorial issue, not just an issue for the education 
sector alone. The Government supports the gradual, negotiated repeal of the FEMPI legislation, 
having due regard to the priority to improve public services and in recognition of the essential 
role played by public servants. 

Specifically in respect of school secretaries, I recognise the very important work done by 
these staff, and the other support staff in the running of our schools.  I have spoken to a number 
of school secretaries about their employment conditions and understand the issues they have 
raised.

Earlier this year I relaxed the moratorium for those C&C and ETB schools with enrolments 
of 700 and more which allow them to employ additional school secretaries up to a maximum of 
two per school. There are 91 schools in the C&C and ETB Sector who meet this criteria, based 
on the information currently available to this Department. This is an initial step and has taken 
immediate effect.

Schemes were initiated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of clerical officers and care-
takers in schools.  The schemes were withdrawn completely in 2008.  These schemes have been 
superseded by the more extensive capitation grant schemes.  The current grant scheme was 
agreed in the context of the Programme for Economic and Social Progress, published in 1991.  

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools now receive assistance to provide 
for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under these grant schemes.  It is a matter for 
each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular needs. 
Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff taken on 
to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility for the 
pay and conditions rests with the school. 

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers, including through an indepen-
dent arbitration process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 
10% between 2016 and 2019 for staff and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 be phased in 
over that period.  This arbitration agreement covers the period up to 31 December 2019.  

The arbitration agreement was designed to be of greatest benefit to lower-paid secretaries 
and caretakers. For example, a secretary or caretaker who was paid the then minimum wage of 
€8.65 per hour in 2015 prior to the arbitration has from 1 January 2019, been paid €13 per hour 
which is a 50% increase in that individual’s hourly pay. 

Officials from my Department attended a meeting of the Joint Committee on Education and 
Skills on the 9th   of April to discuss the status of non-teaching staff.

In May this year officials from my Department had discussions with FÓRSA trade union 
representatives as part of a planned meeting. FÓRSA took the opportunity to formally table a 
pay claim.  

This was tabled as a follow-on claim from the current pay agreement for this cohort of staff 
which lasts until December 2019. The Department issued surveys on the 10th of July to estab-
lish the full current cost of the trade union’s claim. This is standard practice.



Questions - Written Answers

82

FÓRSA’s claim will be fully considered once the current costings have been determined on 
completion of these surveys.  In these circumstances any industrial action by FÓRSA members 
is considered premature, not least because the period of the current arbitration agreement has 
not expired.  My officials are fully open to having further dialogue with FÓRSA once the survey 
work has been undertaken.

17/09/2019WRG04800Teachers’ Remuneration

17/09/2019WRG04900181. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he 
has engaged with a union (details supplied) since it announced its latest intention to explore the 
possibility of industrial action. [37097/19]

17/09/2019WRG05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Members of the TUI voted to 
accept the September 2018 new entrant pay deal and this agreement is benefiting 16,000 teach-
ers within the education sector. 

I am aware that the teacher unions have outstanding issues of concern following the Sep-
tember 2018 agreement. These outstanding matters will be given full consideration either by 
any pay review mechanism agreed by the parties to the Public Service Stability Agreement, or 
in the context of the next round of pay talks. It is recognised that the positions of each of the 
parties concerned on these matters must be given due regard in endeavouring to reach a mutu-
ally agreed resolution.

The current series of restorative measures for new entrants have been achieved through con-
tinued engagement and collective bargaining between the Government and the public service 
unions and shows the benefits that such engagement can bring. 

17/09/2019WRG05100Teachers’ Remuneration

17/09/2019WRG05200182. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills the es-
timated cost of achieving full pay equality for teachers at both primary and post-primary level 
respectively. [37098/19]

17/09/2019WRG05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The public service agreements 
have allowed a programme of pay restoration for public servants to start. The starting salary for 
a new entrant teacher in 2012 was €30,702. As a result of the programme of pay restoration, the 
starting salary of a teacher is now €36,953 and from 1 October 2020 onwards will be €37,692.

Section 11 of the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 provides that “the Minister [for 
Public Expenditure and Reform] shall, within three months of the passing of this Act, prepare 
and lay before the Oireachtas a report on the cost of and a plan in dealing with pay equalisation 
for new entrants to the public service.”

The report laid before the Oireachtas on foot of this provision by the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform assesses the cost of a further change which would provide a two 
scale point adjustment to new entrants recruited since 2011. The total cost of such an adjust-
ment across the public sector is of the order of €200 million, of which Education accounts for 
€83 million. The report also acknowledges that, during the financial crisis, there were policy 
changes which affected remuneration in different occupations across the public sector (includ-
ing education).

The matter of new entrant pay is a cross sectorial issue, not just an issue for the education 
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sector alone. The Government supports the gradual, negotiated repeal of the FEMPI legislation, 
having due regard to the priority to improve public services and in recognition of the essential 
role played by public servants.

Minister McHugh is fully aware that the teacher unions have outstanding issues of concern 
following the September 2018 agreement. These outstanding matters will be given full consid-
eration. This will happen either in the context of any pay review mechanism agreed by the par-
ties to the Public Service Stability Agreement, or in the context of the next round of pay talks. 
The positions of each of the parties on these matters must be given due regard in endeavouring 
to reach a mutually agreed resolution.

The current series of restorative measures for new entrants have been achieved through con-
tinued engagement and collective bargaining between the Government and the public service 
unions and shows the benefits that such engagement can bring.

17/09/2019WRG05400School Enrolments

17/09/2019WRG05500183. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person (details 
supplied) is on the waiting list of a school for the 2020/2021 academic year; if so, when they 
will be given a place; and the number of children ahead of them on the list for same. [37105/19]

17/09/2019WRG05600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The enrolment of a child to 
a school is a matter in the first instance for the parents/guardians of the child and the Board of 
Management of a school.  My Department has no role either in making or deciding on enrol-
ment applications to schools or keeping waiting lists. In these matters, schools are required to 
adhere to the requirements of relevant legislation and the policies of my department.

It is the responsibility of the managerial authorities of all schools to implement an enrolment 
policy in accordance with the Education Act, 1998.  The selection process and the enrolment 
policy on which it is based must be non-discriminatory and must be applied fairly in respect of 
all applicants. Under section 15 (2) (d) of the Education Act 1998, each school is legally obliged 
to publish its enrolment policy.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is a statutory body, the functions of 
which include planning and coordinating the provision of education and support services to 
children with special educational needs.  The NCSE, through its network of local Special Edu-
cational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from schools for 
special educational needs supports as required.  The NCSE operates within my Department’s 
criteria in allocating such support.  

SENOs are available to assist parents/guardians to identify appropriate educational place-
ments for children with special educational needs and to discuss their child’s special educa-
tional needs.  As you will appreciate, SENOs are guided by the information regarding diagnosis 
and the recommendations contained in the reports submitted.  The NCSE has published a Guide 
for Parents and Guardians of Children and Young People with Special Educational Needs on 
Choosing a School; this guide is available on the website, www.ncse.ie. 

The NCSE works in collaboration with the Educational Welfare Services (EWS) of the 
Child and Family Agency which is the statutory agency that can assist parents who are experi-
encing difficulty in securing a school place for their child or can offer assistance where a child 
is out of school. The local service is delivered through the national network of Educational 
Welfare Officers (EWO). Contact details are available at www.tusla.ie/get-in-touch/education-
and-welfare/. 
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It should be noted that where a parent/guardian seeks to enrol a child in a school and that 
school refuses to enrol the child, the school is obliged to inform the parents/guardians of their 
right under Section 29 of the Education Act 1998 to appeal that decision to the Secretary Gen-
eral of my Department.  Only where an appeal under Section 29 is upheld, may the Secretary 
General of my Department direct a school to enrol a pupil. 

As the deputy’s question refers to a specific child, the question will be forwarded to the 
NCSE for direct reply.

17/09/2019WRG05700School Accommodation Provision

17/09/2019WRG05800184. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the pro-
vision of a new school building for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37109/19]

17/09/2019WRG05900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): This building project is in-
cluded in my Department’s Construction Programme which is being delivered under the Na-
tional Development Plan.

The project is currently at Stage 2B of the Architectural Planning process – Detailed Design 
Stage which includes securing statutory approvals and the preparation of tender documents. 
The pre-qualification of contractors process to compile a short-list of suitable contractors has 
been carried out by the Design Team. 

The next step for this project will be Stage 3 – tender stage which normally takes 7-8 months 
to complete. My Department will be in contact shortly with the school and its Design Team 
regarding the progression of this project. 

17/09/2019WRG06000School Accommodation Provision

17/09/2019WRG06100185. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the pro-
vision of a new school building for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37110/19]

17/09/2019WRG06200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The building project for the 
school referred to by the Deputy is included in my Department’s Construction Programme 
which is being delivered under the National Development Plan. 

This project is one of the school building projects on my Department’s ADAPT 2 (Ac-
celerated Delivery of Architectural Planning & Tendering) Programme. My Department has 
completed the process of appointing a Project Manager for the ADAPT 2 Programme, which 
currently contains 16 school building projects. 

The appointment of a Design Team (Architect, Quantity Surveyor, Civil & Structural En-
gineer, Mechanical & Electrical Engineer and Project Supervisor for the Design Process) for 
the school in question will commence in the coming weeks with the procurement process being 
carried out by the appointed Project Manager.

17/09/2019WRG06300Special Educational Needs Service Provision
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17/09/2019WRG06400186. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a 
SNA will not be provided for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37111/19]

17/09/2019WRG06500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.

The closing date for receipt of appeals in regard to SNA allocations is Friday 27 September 
2019. 

As this question relates to a particular child, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply.

17/09/2019WRG06600School Patronage

17/09/2019WRG06700187. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills the dates and time-
lines and other details of the patronage vote for a school (details supplied); when voting will 
take place; and when the outcome will be announced. [37128/19]

17/09/2019WRG06800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the Government announced plans in April 2018 for the establishment of 42 new schools over 
the next four years (2019 to 2022) including a new 1,000 pupil post-primary school to be es-
tablished in September 2020 to serve the Tallaght & Newcastle_Rathcoole (Citywest/Saggart) 
school planning areas as a regional solution. 
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This announcement follows nationwide, demographic exercises carried out by my Depart-
ment into the future need for primary and post-primary schools across the country. 

A patronage process is run after it has been decided, based on demographic analysis, that 
a new school is required.  This patronage process is open to all patron bodies and prospective 
patrons. The application process for patrons to run this school has been completed. 

Parental preferences for each patron, from parents of children who reside in the school plan-
ning areas concerned, together with the extent of diversity currently available in these areas, are 
key to decisions in relation to the outcome of this process. 

The Online Patronage Process System (OPPS) has been developed by my Department to 
provide objective information to parents and guardians which will allow them to make an in-
formed choice in expressing a preference for their preferred model of patronage for their child’s 
education. 

The patronage process for the new post-primary school in Citywest/Saggart is now open for 
parental preferences on the OPPS website and closes on October 4th.  Updates in relation to the 
patronage process will be announced on the OPPS website (https://patronage.education.gov.
ie/) and my Department’s website (www.education.ie).

The patronage process for new schools is overseen by an external independent advisory 
group, the New Schools Establishment Group (NSEG). Following their consideration of my 
Department’s assessment reports, the NSEG will submit a report with recommendations to me 
for consideration and final decision. The assessment reports and the NSEG recommendations 
for all such patronage processes are made available on my Department’s website.

17/09/2019WRG06900Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2019WRG07000188. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills the latest develop-
ments with regard to the proposed new building for a school (details supplied); the planned 
moving in date for pupils; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37129/19]

17/09/2019WRG07100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school building project 
referred to by the Deputy is being delivered under the Department’s Design and Build pro-
gramme.  Planning permission has been secured and tender documentation is being prepared.  
It is anticipated that the project will proceed to tender in Quarter 1 of 2020, with a view to being 
on site in Quarter 2 of 2020.

17/09/2019WRG07200School Transport Appeals

17/09/2019WRG07300189. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
Bus Éireann appeal by a person (details supplied); if the response from the company will be 
reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37141/19]

17/09/2019WRG07400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.  

In the 2018/2019 school year over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with 
special educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary 
and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost 
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of over €200m in 2018.  

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school. 

The School Transport Appeals Board, which is independent of my Department, determines 
appeals against decisions made by, or on behalf of, the Department of Education and Skills re-
garding the provision of school transport services and/or grant-aid under the terms of the School 
Transport Schemes. 

An appeal was lodged with the School Transport Appeals Board on the 28th August 2019 
in relation to the child referred to by the Deputy. The Board has requested School Transport 
Section to provide a report in accordance with the terms of the Board’s Operating Procedures. 
When received, the Board will liaise directly with the family regarding the appeal date and their 
subsequent deliberations.

17/09/2019WRG07500Education and Training Boards Funding

17/09/2019WRG07600190. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the resource al-
location model in operation for distributing adult literacy funds to each education and training 
board; the specific criteria that applies; the specific weighting given to each criterion; and when 
the resource allocation model was last altered to reflect population changes. [37149/19]

17/09/2019WRG07700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
SOLAS distributes further education and training (FET) grants to the 16 Education and Train-
ing Boards (ETBs) through a strategic funding process covering all of their further education 
and training programmes, including adult literacy.  The ETBs annually bid for funding, in line 
with their individual three-year strategic performance agreement with SOLAS.

The funding process is governed by annual planning and funding parameters and require-
ments set by SOLAS following consultation with the Department of Education and Skills and 
other Government Departments.  These planning and funding parameters and requirements 
reflect the 6 overall strategic targets set for FET provision.  These targets form the basis for the 
individual ETB strategic performance agreements and, in the case of Adult Literacy, take cog-
nisance of the recommendations presented in the FET Literacy and Numeracy Strategy. 

When the overall budget for FET provision is set and the revised estimates process is com-
plete, SOLAS give each ETB an initial funding envelope to plan against. This figure is reviewed 
annually in keeping with the individual ETB spending profiles.

In their individual annual planning processes, the ETBs are expected to build up their pro-
vision in line with their demographic and the identified needs of their learners, employers and 
communities.

The ETBs allocate funding at local level from their overall envelope of funding in accor-
dance with their strategic performance agreement.  Therefore the ETB has control on how much 
they wish to allocate locally to individual programmes including the adult literacy programme, 
which is covered under target 3 on social mobility and transversal skills development in the 
ETB strategic performance agreements.

The ETBs report to SOLAS three times per year.  In the mid-year and September returns 
ETBs can request approval to change the structure of their allocation should, for example, the 
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need occur to invest more in a particular programme. Thus flexibility within the structure of 
their allocation can be accommodated as local priorities emerge during the year.

17/09/2019WRG07800Home Tuition Scheme Administration

17/09/2019WRG07900191. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason children 
better suited to a home tuition programme and engaging in same are being removed from this 
setting against their parents wishes and placed into units (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37154/19]

17/09/2019WRG08000192. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills if policies (details 
supplied) will be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37155/19]

17/09/2019WRG08100Minister for Education and Skills(Deputy Joe McHugh): The policy of this Department 
is that all children with Special Educational Needs, including those with Autism, can have ac-
cess to an education appropriate to their needs, preferably in school settings through the pri-
mary and post primary school network. 

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum. 

This policy has been informed by published research, including the Report of the Task Force 
on Autism (2001), the Evaluation of Educational Provision for Children with Autistic Spectrum 
Disorders (ASD) (2006) and National Council for Special Education (NCSE) policy advice on 
Supporting Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (2016). 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a statutory function to plan and 
co-ordinate the provision of education and support services to children with special educational 
needs. The NCSE works with families and schools to ensure that advance planning is in place 
so that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who have been identified as 
needing special class placements.

The NCSE has a national network of Special Educational Needs Officers (SENOs) to assist 
and advise parents experiencing difficulty finding a suitable school place for their child.   

Where the NCSE SENO confirms that there is no suitable school place available for a child, 
my Department can provide Home Tuition Grant funding towards a compensatory educational 
service for the child until a school placement is available. 

By its nature, the grant is intended to be a short term intervention and should not be regarded 
as an optional alternative to a school placement.

The Home Tuition grant will not available where the NCSE confirm that an available place-
ment has been identified to Parents. 

Failure to enrol a child in an identified placement will not give rise to eligibility under the 
scheme.

17/09/2019WRH00200School Services Staff

17/09/2019WRH00300193. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
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has been drawn to the frustration of school secretaries at the delay in actions that would have 
their pay and conditions put on a par with all other public servants; and if he will work towards 
a speedy resolution that avoids potential industrial action at schools. [37177/19]

17/09/2019WRH00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I recognise the very important 
work done by these staff, and the other support staff in the running of our schools.  I have spo-
ken to a number of school secretaries about their employment conditions and understand the 
issues they have raised.

Earlier this year I relaxed the moratorium for those C&C and ETB schools with enrolments 
of 700 and more which allow them to employ additional school secretaries up to a maximum of 
two per school. There are 91 schools in the C&C and ETB Sector who meet this criteria, based 
on the information currently available to this Department. This is an initial step and has taken 
immediate effect.

Schemes were initiated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of clerical officers and care-
takers in schools.  The schemes were withdrawn completely in 2008.  These schemes have been 
superseded by the more extensive capitation grant schemes.  The current grant scheme was 
agreed in the context of the Programme for Economic and Social Progress, published in 1991.  

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools now receive assistance to provide 
for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under these grant schemes.  It is a matter for 
each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular needs. 
Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff taken on 
to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility for the 
pay and conditions rests with the school. 

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers, including through an indepen-
dent arbitration process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 
10% between 2016 and 2019 for staff and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 be phased in 
over that period.  This arbitration agreement covers the period up to 31 December 2019.  

The arbitration agreement was designed to be of greatest benefit to lower-paid secretaries 
and caretakers. For example, a secretary or caretaker who was paid the then minimum wage of 
€8.65 per hour in 2015 prior to the arbitration has from 1 January 2019, been paid €13 per hour 
which is a 50% increase in that individual’s hourly pay. 

Officials from my Department attended a meeting of the Joint Committee on Education and 
Skills on the 9th   of April to discuss the status of non-teaching staff.

In May this year officials from my Department had discussions with FÓRSA trade union 
representatives as part of a planned meeting. FÓRSA took the opportunity to formally table a 
pay claim.  

This was tabled as a follow-on claim from the current pay agreement for this cohort of staff 
which lasts until December 2019. The Department issued surveys on the 10th of July to estab-
lish the full current cost of the trade union’s claim. This is standard practice.

FÓRSA’s claim will be fully considered once the current costings have been determined on 
completion of these surveys.  In these circumstances any industrial action by FÓRSA members 
is considered premature, not least because the period of the current arbitration agreement has 
not expired.  My officials are fully open to having further dialogue with FÓRSA once the survey 
work has been undertaken.
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17/09/2019WRH00500Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2019WRH00600194. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to establish 
new schools in Citywest, Dublin 24, in view of the increase in population and projected growth; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37179/19]

17/09/2019WRH00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 
school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of 
sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level. 

Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter 
demand in an area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department en-
gages with each of the local authorities to obtain up-to-date data on significant new residential 
developments in each area. This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure planning is 
keeping pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture with planned 
new residential development.

Where demographic data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such 
additional provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depend-
ing on the circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Government announced plans in April 2018 for the estab-
lishment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022) including:

- a new 1,000 pupil post-primary school to be established in 2020 to serve the Tallaght & 
Newcastle_Rathcoole (Citywest/Saggart) school planning areas as a regional solution; and

- a new 8 classroom primary school to be established in 2020 to serve the Newcastle_Rath-
coole (Saggart) school planning areas.

This announcement follows nationwide, demographic exercises carried out by my Depart-
ment into the future need for primary and post-primary schools across the country. A patronage 
process is run after it has been decided, based on demographic analysis, that a new school is 
required.  This patronage process is open to all patron bodies and prospective patrons. 

Parental preferences for each patron, from parents of children who reside in the school plan-
ning areas concerned, together with the extent of diversity currently available in these areas, are 
key to decisions in relation to the outcome of this process. 

The Online Patronage Process System (OPPS) has been developed by my Department to 
provide objective information to parents and guardians which will allow them to make an in-
formed choice in expressing a preference for their preferred model of patronage for their child’s 
education. 

The patronage process for the new post-primary schools to be established in 2020 is now 
open for parental preferences and will close on October 4th.  Updates in relation to the patron-
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age process for the new primary schools to be established in 2020 will be announced on the 
OPPS website (https://patronage.education.gov.ie/) and my Department’s website (www.edu-
cation.ie).

The patronage process for new schools is overseen by an external independent advisory 
group, the New Schools Establishment Group (NSEG). Following their consideration of my 
Department’s assessment reports, the NSEG will submit a report with recommendations to me 
for consideration and final decision. The assessment reports and the NSEG recommendations 
for all such patronage processes are made available on my Department’s website.

17/09/2019WRH00800Home Tuition Scheme Provision

17/09/2019WRH00900195. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Education and Skills when an application 
will be processed for home tuition hours for a child (details supplied). [37183/19]

17/09/2019WRH01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): An application under the 
home tuition grant scheme for the child referred to by the Deputy was received by my Depart-
ment on the 5th September 2019 and a decision letter issued to the parent/guardian on the 13th 
September 2019.

 While the Home Tuition application form outlines that it may take the Department up to 15 
working days to process home tuition applications, the Department is prioritising the process-
ing of Home Tuition applications with a view to processing completed applications within 7 
working days.

17/09/2019WRH01100Child Poverty

17/09/2019WRH01200196. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on sug-
gested policies to reduce child poverty in budget 2020 (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37195/19]

17/09/2019WRH01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department provides 
a book grant to all recognised primary and post primary schools within the Free Education 
Scheme in order to provide assistance for books including Book Rental Schemes. Under this 
scheme, the Department provided funding of €16.9 million in 2019 to all of these schools.

School book rental schemes have an important role to play in reducing the cost of school 
books for parents and in order to support the establishment of book rental schemes my Depart-
ment provided €15.7 million seed capital in 2014, 2015 and 2016 to primary schools.  Circa. 
96% of primary schools and 68% of post-primary schools operate a book rental scheme. 

It is a matter for the Board of Management of each individual school to decide on its own 
policy in relation to the use of book grant funding in the school but they are expected to adopt a 
cost-conscious approach to the selection of books for use in their classes. The current arrange-
ment relies on the local knowledge of the school in order to ensure a fair allocation of funds to 
those most in need.  

The arrangements in relation to the book grant scheme are set out in Circular 0046/2013 
which is published on the Department’s website at www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/
Active-Circulars/cl0046_2013.pdf.

In looking at the competing demands for the next Budget, I must have regard to the level of 
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resources which will be available to my Department, in the context of the continuing need for 
the Government to prudently manage the economy and the public finances and have regard to 
risks, including those associated with Brexit.   

The remaining issues should be referred to my colleagues in the Departments of Employ-
ment and Social Protection, Health, Children & Youth Affairs, Culture Heritage and the Gael-
tacht, as appropriate.

17/09/2019WRH01400Schools Building Projects

17/09/2019WRH01500197. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to en-
sure there are sufficient school places at both primary and secondary level in Ratoath, County 
Meath. [37202/19]

17/09/2019WRH01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 
school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of 
sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level. 

Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter 
demand in that area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department en-
gages with each of the local authorities to obtain up-to-date data on significant new residential 
development in each area.  This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure planning is 
keeping pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture with planned 
new residential development.

Where data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such additional 
provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depending on the 
circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

As the Deputy may be aware, in April 2018, the Government announced plans for the es-
tablishment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022). This announcement 
follows nationwide demographic exercises carried out by my Department into the future need 
for primary and post-primary schools across the country. 

While the announcement did not include a school in the Ratoath school planning area, the 
requirement for new schools will be kept under on-going review and in particular will have 
regard for the increased rollout of housing provision as outlined in Project Ireland 2040.

17/09/2019WRH01700School Accommodation Provision

17/09/2019WRH01800198. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that a school (details supplied) in County Mayo has been notified that a 
temporary classroom will not be sanctioned and that the school requires the additional accom-
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modation; the status of an application for a permanent additional classroom; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37204/19]

17/09/2019WRH01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to advise the 
Deputy that my Department has recently approved funding for the provision of permanent ad-
ditional accommodation at the school in question.   In assessing the application my Department 
considered that existing accommodation could be utilised, as an interim measure, pending de-
livery of the permanent accommodation.

17/09/2019WRH02000Healthcare Policy

17/09/2019WRH02100199. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills if vending ma-
chines will be installed to supply students in both primary and post-primary schools and col-
leges with free sanitary products; if his attention has been drawn to the increasing numbers of 
students who are struggling with period poverty; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37206/19]

17/09/2019WRH02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Strategy Committee for 
the National Strategy for Women and Girls has recently established a sub-committee on period 
poverty.  My Department is participating on the sub-committee, which is chaired by the Depart-
ment of Health.  The sub-committee will examine available evidence to establish the prevalence 
of period poverty in Ireland, the populations at risk of experiencing such poverty and the iden-
tification of measures to address period poverty. The sub-committee, which held its first meet-
ing earlier this month, will, in due course, report back to the main Strategy Committee for the 
National Strategy for Women and Girls.  

The installation of vending machines in a school is a matter for a school’s Board of Man-
agement and school leadership to consider. I understand that sanitary products are currently 
available in a number of schools.

17/09/2019WRH02300Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/09/2019WRH02400200. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a decision has 
been made on the appeal by a school (details supplied) in County Kerry on the reduction of SNA 
hours for the 2019/2020 school year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37217/19]

17/09/2019WRH02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
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leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.

The closing date for receipt of appeals in regard to SNA allocations is Friday 27 September 
2019. 

As this question relates to a particular school, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply.

17/09/2019WRH02600Education and Training Boards Places

17/09/2019WRH02700201. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
address a matter regarding a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37223/19]

17/09/2019WRH02800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
Officials in my Department have made enquiries with Kerry Education and Training Board 
(KETB) in relation to this matter.

I understand from KETB that due to the very high demand and learner requirements for this 
course, an application screening and interview process is required in the selection procedure.  
There are only 14 places available in each instance of the course and there is no automatic guar-
anteed place available for any applicant prior to the selection process outlined above. The can-
didate was unsuccessful on this occasion and has requested feedback from the Training Centre.

17/09/2019WRH02900Schools Building Projects Expenditure

17/09/2019WRH03000202. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of 42 
new schools announced in April 2018; the cost incurred to date; the estimated cost of buildings 
which have not been delivered to date for these schools; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37266/19]

17/09/2019WRH03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The information requested by 
the Deputy is set out in the following table:

Item Cost incurred to date (€)
42 new schools announced in April 2018*  €2,934,100
*costs relate to 17 of the 42 schools announced in April 2018, which opened in Sept 2019

Before any project goes to tender a pre-tender cost estimate is established.  However pre-
tender cost estimates are not published as it is not in the interests of the overall school building 
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programme to publish such information.   These costs can vary depending on site conditions, 
planning conditions , tender outcomes etc.

17/09/2019WRH03200Schools Building Projects Expenditure

17/09/2019WRH03300203. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount spent 
in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019 on consultants for school building proj-
ects; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37267/19]

17/09/2019WRH03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The information requested by 
the Deputy is set out in the following table:

Year 2016 2017 2018 2019  (to date)
Amount spent on 
Design Team Fees 
such as Architects, 
Engineers etc. for 
school building 
projects (€)*

18,185,413 22,456,989 21,836,136 13,322,114

While the delivery of major capital projects on the school building programme uses external 
design teams (Architects, Engineers etc.) appointed by tender to deliver specific projects these 
are not termed “consultants” in terms of the Deputy’s question.  Accountancy firms are not 
used on major school building projects at all.  Design team fees are tendered on a percentage 
basis and then locked in to a fixed sum when design has been developed at Stage 2A of design 
process.

In relation to devolved grant schemes i.e. Additional Accommodation Scheme, Summer 
Works Scheme, consultants fees are included as part of the grant and are not broken out sepa-
rately.  Therefore these fees are not included in the above table.

School Placement

204. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the average cost 
of delivery of a permanent school place in each of the years 2011 to 2018 and to date in 2019, 
at primary and secondary level, respectively and in DEIS schools in tabular form (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37268/19]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): A response will issue directly 
to the deputy in relation to this question.

Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

205. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the value of pay-
ments made to consultants working on schools built under the rapid build programme which 
were subsequently found to have structural issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37269/19]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The information requested is 
currently being compiled by my Department and will be forwarded to the Deputy.
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Schools Building Projects Expenditure

206. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of reme-
dial works for schools constructed by a company (details supplied) at which structural issues 
were identified; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37270/19]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Deputy will be aware that 
the Department commenced a programme of structural assessments in over 40 schools built by 
the company in late October last year.  At that time, a part of 1 school building was closed, im-
mediate precautionary measures were put in place in 22 schools, with the remaining 17 schools 
not requiring immediate precautionary measures pending further detailed investigations.  De-
tailed investigations in the 22 schools with precautionary measures in place took place between 
January and May 2019.  The first phase of the School Remediation Programme for these schools 
took place during the 2019 summer holiday period with permanent remediation work carried 
out enabling the removal of precautionary measures in full in 14 schools and preparatory work 
well advanced to commence structural remediation work in the remaining 8 schools.

Planned detailed investigations in the remaining 17 schools also took place over the Sum-
mer months. The engineering advice following those detailed investigations was that some 
temporary engineering solutions and other precautionary measures should be completed in 
some parts of some of these buildings until permanent remediation works were designed, pro-
grammed and delivered.  These works were completed in advance of these schools re-opening 
for the new school year.

The programme to complete the remediation of all the impacted schools is continuing, with 
the intention to maximise the summer holiday periods in 2020 and 2021 to carry out permanent 
works. 

My Department continues to liaise with the Chief State Solicitor’s Office and the Attorney 
General’s Office on the on-going legal process related to the schools built by the contractor 
involved.  Proceedings have issued in a number of schools to date.  The next date Court date is 
expected to be in October 2019.  For legal reasons, my Department is not in a position, at this 
time, to provide the costs for the remediation work.

Schools Building Projects Expenditure

207. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of con-
struction inflation in 2018 for major projects under construction by his Department; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [37271/19]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Public Works Contract 
requires projects to be tendered on a fixed price basis for a period of up to 31 months.  It would 
be rare for a school building project to have a construction period in excess of 31 months; there-
fore, construction inflation does not generally impact on projects under construction.  Tendering 
contractors must carry the risk for construction inflation during the construction period and this 
has the effect of curbing inflation as contractors are incentivised to purchase materials at the 
best price available. 

Schools Building Projects Expenditure

208. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
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whether value for money is being achieved within the school building programme; the actions 
taken to monitor value for money within the programme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37272/19]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under Project Ireland 2040, 
my Department continues to make progress to increase the infrastructural capacity in the schools 
sector nationally, in order to meet demographic and other demands. The current status of proj-
ects being delievered is listed on a county by county basis on my Department’s website at www.
education.ie and updated on a monthly basis to reflect their progress through the various stages 
of capital appraisal, site acquisition, design, tender and construction.

My Department is satisfied that value for money is being achieved and carefully manages 
and controls costs on all projects in order to ensure best possible outcomes for the investment 
being made under the capital programme.

The detailed procedures for cost control of individual projects include:

- Using a variety of delivery methods for delivering school building projects 

- Detailed procedures in place for appraisal, design, tender and construction of large-scale 
school building projects.

- Detailed design team procedures that involve 6 stages in the design and construction pro-
cess with Departmental approval required for progression to next stage

- Design Team fees tendered on percentage basis and then locked in to a fixed sum when 
design has been developed at Stage 2A of design process 

- Planning permission and design completed before tender process commences which gives 
clarity to tenderers on scope of project

- Contracts tendered on a fixed price basis which gives certainty in relation to managing the 
impact of construction inflation

- Procedures in place for provision of monthly progress/cost reports during construction and 
arrangements for dealing with any requests for change orders to existing contracts.

Construction inflation during the recovery of the industry after the downturn has had an 
impact on value for money.  Since 2014 construction inflation has averaged just over 6% per 
annum and this together with changes in the Building Regulations in 2017 in relation to en-
ergy conservation have seen the Department’s published Basic Building Cost Limits rise from 
€1,050/m2 in 2014 to €1,490/m2   in 2018/19.

17/09/2019WRH05000Schools Data

209. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the permanent 
school places built under the major projects heading in each of the years 2011 to 2018 and to 
date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37273/19]

17/09/2019WRH05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The information requested by 
the Deputy is set out in the following table.  The number of permanent school places built in 
any given year can depend on the size and nature of the particular projects in construction at 
that time e.g. a new school at post-primary level can involve the delivery of up to 1,000 school 
places whereas a new primary school would typically be less than half that number of school 
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places.  The information in respect of 2019 is currently being colated and will be forwarded to 
the Deputy in due course.

Year Number of Permanent School Places
2018 16,709
2017 18,793
2016 20,036
2015 16,364
2014 18,222
2013 13,767
2012 16,412
2011 18,665
2010 8,886 

School Guidelines on Obesity

210. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if 
his attention has been drawn to locations in which veganism is being promoted in second and 
third-level institutions in spite of the Healthy Ireland framework being Government policy; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [37274/19]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department is active in the 
area of promotion of health and wellbeing in schools.  The issue of promoting healthy eating is 
addressed in schools through subjects such as Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE), 
and Home Economics as well as in Physical Education.  The aim is to equip students with such 
skills and knowledge to enable them to make appropriate choices for healthy lifestyles. This 
informed approach will help to reduce the incidence of obesity in our young people. 

Schools are strongly encouraged to have a formal healthy eating policy that has been devel-
oped in consultation with students and parents. 

Guidelines are available to schools on developing a healthy eating policy in Post-Primary 
Schools, which have been developed by the Department of Health and HSE. The healthy eating 
policy should outline how the school supports healthy eating practices through the promotion 
of healthy lunches and healthy snacks and other means. 

My Department has issued circulars to all primary and post primary schools on the Promo-
tion of Healthy Lifestyles. 

In relation to higher education institutions, these are autonomous institutions and the man-
agement of their affairs are matters for the individual institutions concerned. I understand that 
the Department of Health, under its Healthy Ireland Initiative, is developing a Healthy Campus 
Framework in consultation with these institutions. This Framework adopts a holistic under-
standing of health, takes a whole campus approach and   aspires to create a learning environ-
ment and organisational culture that enhances the health and wellbeing of its community.

I hope you find this information useful.

Schools Building Projects Status

211. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
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mentary Question No. 540 of 23 July 2019, if the letter of intent has issued; if a letter of accep-
tance has issued; when construction will commence on site; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [37293/19]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, the 
delivery of the project for Naas Community College has been devolved to Kildare and Wicklow 
Education & Training Board (KWETB). 

The project is still at tender stage and the Letter of Intent has not issued yet. It is expected 
that the project will commence construction towards the end of this year so that it will be com-
pleted before September 2021.

Schools Building Projects Status 

212. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 541 of 23 July 2019, if the tender report has been approved; if the letter 
of intent has issued; if a letter of acceptance has issued; when construction will commence on 
site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37294/19]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, the 
delivery of the Maynooth Campus project has been devolved to Kildare and Wicklow Educa-
tion & Training Board (KWETB). 

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that the tender report for this project has been approved 
by my Department. The Letter of Acceptance has issued and construction commenced yester-
day.  It is expected that the project will be completed before September 2020.

  Question No. 213 answered with Question No. 169.

  Question No. 214 answered with Question No. 170.

  Question No. 215 answered with Question No. 171.

  Question No. 216 answered with Question No. 172.

  Question No. 217 answered with Question No. 173.

  Question No. 218 answered with Question No. 174.

  Question No. 219 answered with Question No. 175.

17/09/2019WRJ00400Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2019WRJ00500220. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the tender 
documents have been issued for the construction of a new primary school in Kanturk, County 
Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37308/19]

17/09/2019WRJ00600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As Deputy is aware the project 
for construction of a new primary school in Kanturk  is devolved to the OPW for delivery.

The tender documents have not yet issued due to the necessity to make a technical specifica-
tion amendment to them.

It is hoped that when this amendment is completed the project will proceed to tender.
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17/09/2019WRJ00700School Accommodation Provision

17/09/2019WRJ00800221. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills if suitable tempo-
rary accommodation will be provided for a school (details supplied); the reason for the delay in 
providing same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37312/19]

17/09/2019WRJ00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school referred to by the 
Deputy is currently in temporary accommodation on the grounds of Grange Community Col-
lege.  The school moved in to this accommodation Monday, 9th September.  The reason for the 
delay in the school moving in to the accommodation was due to building issues being finalised 
and certification of the building on the Building Control Management System.

17/09/2019WRJ01000School Transport Provision

17/09/2019WRJ01100222. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills the date on 
which the bus escort grant will be issued to a school (details supplied). [37334/19]

17/09/2019WRJ01200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.  In the 2018/2019 school year over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with 
special educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary 
and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost 
of over €200m in 2018. 

The purpose of the School Transport Scheme for Children with Special Educational Needs 
is, having regard to available resources, to support the transport to and from school of children 
with special educational needs arising from a diagnosed disability.  In certain cases, the Depart-
ment also provides funding to schools for the employment of escorts to accompany children 
whose care and safety needs require this level of support while they travel to and from school.

I can confirm that the bus escort grant for the school in question has been processed by the 
Department.

17/09/2019WRJ01300Trade Missions Participation

17/09/2019WRJ01400223. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans 
to have an education trade mission to the United States of America before the end of 2019. 
[37376/19]

17/09/2019WRJ01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): There are no plans at present 
to have an education trade mission to the United States of America before the end of 2019.

In May of this year, I led a three day education trade mission to Washington DC. I was ac-
companied on this trade mission by eleven Irish higher education institutions, where our objec-
tive was to promote the Irish higher education system as a partner for US Institutions in the 
areas of student, academic and research mobility and collaboration. 

I addressed the opening plenary session at NAFSA: the Association of International Educa-
tors, on the future potential of today’s students, how an international education can contribute 
significantly to the development of key skills for employment, and how studying abroad con-
tributes significantly to a greater understanding, appreciation and tolerance in our world. Over 
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8,000 people attended this event, with the audience comprised of educators from all around the 
world, located in more than 3,500 institutions worldwide, in over 150 countries.  

During my visit, I also met with Betsy DeVos, the US Secretary of Education and Marie 
Royce, the US Assistant Secretary of State for Educational & Cultural Affairs where we had 
meaningful discussions on how Ireland and the US can deepen its relationship in education to 
the mutual benefit of both Countries.

17/09/2019WRJ01600Special Educational Needs Staff Data

17/09/2019WRJ01700224. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the recruit-
ment of 700 additional SNA posts for the 2020/2021 school term has been costed. [37377/19]

17/09/2019WRJ01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The number of SNA posts 
available for allocation by the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) of the 2020/2021 
school year has not yet been determined. Provision of SNA posts is dealt with by way of the 
annual budgetary process.

17/09/2019WRJ01900Special Educational Needs Data

17/09/2019WRJ02000225. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the schools in 
Dublin 15 which have been requested to provide additional places for children with special 
needs in tabular form; the number of spaces provided to date by each school following a re-
quest; the number of children still awaiting a school place in Dublin 15 with special needs; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [37439/19]

17/09/2019WRJ02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Ensuring that every child has 
a suitable placement available to them is a key priority for me and the Government. 

I am deeply conscious of the stress and anxiety facing parents and their children where dif-
ficulties are encountered in securing a school place.

As Minister I have a power under Section 37A of the Education Act 1998 to direct a school 
to provide additional provision where all reasonable efforts have failed.  

The legislation provides for a very transparent series of steps which can ultimately lead to 
the issuing of a legally binding direction to a board of management.  

The initial step in the process is for the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) to 
inform the Minister that there is a shortage of places in a particular area.  

The legislation was formally activated for the first time on April 18th following a report 
from the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) outlining insufficient special school 
and special class capacity in Dublin 15.

The specific provision required was 8 additional primary ASD special classes providing 46 
places and 40 special school places for students with complex needs.

Section 37A outlines a series of transparent steps which can ultimately lead to the issue by 
the Minister of a binding direction to schools to establish additional classes for children with 
special needs. 

The first statutory notices under the legislation were served on 18 schools on 27 June and 
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a second notice was served on 6 of these schools on 23 August.  Copies of the notices and rep-
resentations received from the schools are published on my Department’s website as provided 
for under the Act.  

As new classes come on stream over coming weeks, the NCSE will keep in regular contact 
with the Parents of the children concerned and advise them of progress. Funding for the provi-
sion of home tuition is available to Parents as an interim measure until the children can enrol 
in school.

17/09/2019WRJ02200Departmental Correspondence

17/09/2019WRJ02300226. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if correspondence 
from a person (details supplied) will receive a reply; and if a copy of same will be provided to 
this Deputy. [37490/19]

17/09/2019WRJ02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): A reply to the correspondence 
referred to by the Deputy issued on 10th September 2019 by email.

The Deputy may request a copy from the individual concerned.

17/09/2019WRJ02500School Transport Appeals

17/09/2019WRJ02600227. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the waiting time to 
have an appeal by persons (details supplied) heard by the student transport appeal board; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [37508/19]

17/09/2019WRJ02700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.  

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

In the 2018/2019 school year over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with 
special educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary 
and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost 
of over €200m in 2018. 

An appeal was lodged with the School Transport Appeals Board on the 13th August 2019.

The Board has requested School Transport Section to provide a report in accordance with 
the terms of the Board’s Operating Procedures.  When received, the Board will liaise directly 
with the family regarding the appeal date and their subsequent deliberations.

17/09/2019WRJ02800Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/09/2019WRJ02900228. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the waiting times 
for SNA allocation appeals to be heard and concluded by the NCSE; and if he is satisfied with 
turnaround times. [37509/19]
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17/09/2019WRJ03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  The NCSE is also responsible for managing 
the appeals process. 

The closing date for receipt of appeals in regard to this school year’s SNA allocations is 
Friday 27 September 2019. 

Information on the appeals process and the timeframes involved are set out in a document 
published by the NCSE on their website www.ncse.ie.

17/09/2019WRJ03100Schools Building Projects

17/09/2019WRJ03200229. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the develop-
ment of a school in the Hollystown area of Dublin 15 will be considered in view of the fact 
there is now a sufficient population demographic; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37515/19]

17/09/2019WRJ03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 
school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of 
sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level.  

Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter 
demand in an area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department en-
gages with each of the local authorities to obtain up-to-date data on significant new residential 
developments in each area. This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure planning is 
keeping pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture with planned 
new residential development.

Where demographic data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such 
additional provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depend-
ing on the circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

For school planning purposes, Hollystown is located in the Mulhuddart_Tyrrelstown_D15 
school planning area. A new 1,000 pupil post-primary school (Le Chéile Secondary School) 
was established in 2014 to serve this school planning area and had just over 600 pupils enrolled 
in the 2018/19 school year. In addition, two new 16 classroom primary schools were established 
to serve this school planning area, Powerstown ETNS in 2011 and Gaelscoil an Chuilinn in 
2012, both of which have existing capacity. 

As the Deputy will be aware, in April 2018, the Government announced plans for the estab-
lishment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022), including a new post-pri-
mary school to be established in 2020 to serve the adjacent school planning areas of Blanchard-
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stown_West_Dublin15 and BlanchardstownVge_Dublin15 as a regional solution.

While the recent announcement did not include a new school for the Mulhuddart_Tyrrel-
stown_D15 school planning area, the requirement for new schools will be kept under on-going 
review and in particular will have regard for the increased rollout of housing provision as out-
lined in Project Ireland 2040.

17/09/2019WRJ03400School Management

17/09/2019WRJ03500230. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will issue 
guidance to schools on the appropriate use of reduced timetables; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37526/19]

17/09/2019WRJ03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the development of guidelines for schools on reduced timetables in schools is at an ad-
vanced stage. 

My officials have been in ongoing consultation with officials from the Department of Chil-
dren and Youth Affairs and Tusla’s Education Welfare Service and it is intended to issue to the 
guidelines to all schools as soon as they are finalized.

17/09/2019WRJ03700Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/09/2019WRJ03800231. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
children who are seeking but cannot secure a place within an ASD unit by county; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37527/19]

17/09/2019WRJ03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Ensuring that every child has 
a suitable placement available to them is a key priority for me and the Government. 

I am deeply conscious of the stress and anxiety facing parents and their children where dif-
ficulties are encountered in securing a school place.

As Minister I have a power under Section 37A of the Education Act 1998 to direct a school 
to provide additional provision where all reasonable efforts have failed.  

The legislation provides for a very transparent series of steps which can ultimately lead to 
the issuing of a legally binding direction to a board of management.  

The initial step in the process is for the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) to 
inform the Minister that there is a shortage of places in a particular area.  

The legislation was formally activated for the first time on April 18th following a report 
from the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) outlining insufficient special school 
and special class capacity in Dublin 15.

The specific provision required was 8 additional primary ASD special classes providing 46 
places and 40 special school places for students with complex needs.

New classes which will be coming on stream over coming weeks are the result of very 
intense engagement between the Department, the National Council for Special Education 
(NCSE), Patron bodies and schools. 
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This follows the establishing of a Special School in Dublin 15, under the patronage of Dub-
lin and Dun Laoghaire ETB. 

 The NCSE has also indicated that some Parents in South Dublin and Cork are experiencing 
difficulty securing school places for their children.

The NCSE is actively engaging at local level with schools, Patron Bodies and the families 
concerned to resolve the issues involved as soon as possible. 

 If, following completion of that work, the NCSE establishes that there is a shortage of 
places in either area it can inform me thereby activating the provisions contained in section 37A 
of the Education Act 1998.

17/09/2019WRJ04000Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2019WRJ04100232. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of prog-
ress on a building project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37529/19]

17/09/2019WRJ04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The building project for the 
school referred to by the Deputy is in the process of being devolved to Waterford & Wexford 
Education and Training Board (WWETB) for delivery. 

I can confirm that the schedule of accommodation for the proposed new school has been 
completed and a copy has been provided to the patron. 

The next step in the process is to put in place a Service Level Agreement (SLA) between 
my Department and WWETB. The Department is currently carrying out the preparatory work 
necessary to issue the SLA to WWETB for its signature.

Thereafter, the ETB will procure a design team for the project to design the building, obtain 
the necessary statutory planning permission and move the project onward to construction in due 
course. As the project is at an early stage in the delivery process, it is not possible at this time 
to give a date for its completion.

17/09/2019WRJ04300Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/09/2019WRJ04400233. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans 
to increase the number of special education teaching hours in a school (details supplied) in the 
2019/2020 academic year; the number of additional hours the school is likely to receive; when 
those hours will be sanctioned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37531/19]

17/09/2019WRJ04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that DES Circulars 0007/2019 for primary schools and 0008/2019 for post primary schools pro-
vide details of how the allocations of Special Education Teachers have been updated for schools 
from September 2019, based on updated profile data.

All schools have now received revised allocations for September 2019. 

As the re profiling occurred, some schools gained additional allocations, where the profile 
indicator data indicates these schools have additional needs. Some schools received slightly 
reduced allocations, where the data indicates less need, and some schools maintained their ex-
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isting allocations.

No school has lost a full special education teaching post as a result of the re profiling pro-
cess.

There  has also been be no reduction to the overall number of special education teaching 
posts within the school system. There are currently over 13,400 special education teachers in 
schools, an increase of 37% since 2011.

Under the allocation model, schools have been provided with a total allocation for special 
education needs support based on their school profile. 

The school referred to by the Deputy has 10 special education teaching hours, or 0.4 of a 
special education teacher post, for an enrolment of 41 pupils at the time the profile was devel-
oped. 

Both my Department and the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) are commit-
ted to ensuring that all schools are treated equally and fairly in the manner in which their school 
profiles have been calculated.

Accordingly, a number of review processes have been put in place to support schools.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) published details of an appeal process 
for the 2019 allocation process for schools on their website www.ncse.ie.   

Schools were advised that the appeal will consider circumstances where schools considered 
that their school profile was calculated incorrectly, using the data set out in DES Circulars 007 
and 008 2019. An appeal could be submitted for a review of the information used and of the 
calculation of the allocation. 

The NCSE wrote to schools on 31st May, 2019 to advise them of the outcome of the appeals. 

A second process will be put in place to address circumstances where the school profile 
significantly changed following the allocation process e.g. a developing school where the net 
enrolment numbers significantly increased.

The criteria for qualification for mainstream school developing school posts are set out in 
the Primary and Post Primary School Staffing Schedule for the 2019/20 school year.

Schools who qualify for additional mainstream developing school posts, in accordance with 
these criteria, will also qualify for additional Special Education Teaching Allocations to take 
account of this developing status. 

Finally, it is acknowledged that there are some circumstances, which may arise in schools, 
which fall outside the appeals process, or allocations for developing school status. 

These relate to exceptional or emergency circumstances which could not have been an-
ticipated e.g. where the school profile changes very significantly, or where other exceptional 
circumstances have arisen in a school and which may require a review of schools capacity to 
provide additional teaching support for all pupils who need it in the school, or of their utilisation 
of their allocations.

A process will also be available where schools can seek a review of their allocations in the 
coming months, including the utilisation of their allocations, in circumstances where a school 
considers that very exceptional circumstances have arisen subsequent to the development of 
the profile.  
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I am satisfied that there are in place a number of processes which can review the special 
education teacher allocation for schools where necessary.

The very significant levels of additional provision we have made in recent years to provide 
additional Special Education Teachers means that all schools are resourced to provide for the 
special educational needs of children in their schools.

17/09/2019WRJ04600Emergency Works Scheme Applications

17/09/2019WRJ04700234. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of an application by a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37547/19]

17/09/2019WRJ04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school to which the Dep-
uty refers recently submitted an application for additional funding to address roof issues. This 
application, which was made to my Department under the Emergency Works Grant Scheme, is 
currently under consideration by officials in my Department. A decision will issue directly to 
the school authority once it is made.

17/09/2019WRJ04900Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/09/2019WRJ05000235. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills the specialised 
supports and staffing being put in place for a school (details supplied). [37571/19]

17/09/2019WRJ05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The new Danu Community 
Special School in Dublin 15, under the patronage of Dublin and Dun Laoghaire ETB has been 
established and will be catering for up to 40 students with complex needs. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) determines the staffing level for spe-
cial schools based on the pupil profiles and the disability category of each pupil enrolled. 

To date the NCSE has allocated a Principal teacher, 7 classroom teachers and 12 SNAs to 
the new school. 

The NCSE will continue to liaise with the school throughout the school year and the school 
may apply for additional staffing resources where there is an identified need in line with normal 
procedures.

I am anxious that the Principal, teachers, SNAs and other staff in the new school are appro-
priately supported during the challenging start-up terms. 

My Department, through NEPS, the Inspectorate, the NCSE and in collaboration with the 
Middletown Centre for Autism developed a programme of professional learning for the staff in 
this new special school. 

This programme includes a period of intensive upskilling before the students commence 
school which is currently being delivered to the staff of Danu Special School. 

This will be followed by as ongoing mentoring, coaching and in-school support during 
throughout the school year.

This is in addition to the extensive professional development and other supports already 
available to special schools through the NCSE Support Service. 
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The NCSE and National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) have committed to en-
suring that provision is in place to support the new school throughout the school year.

As the placements in the school come on stream over coming weeks, the NCSE will work 
closely with the School and keep in regular contact with the Parents of the children concerned 
to ensure there is a planned approach to the start-up of the new school. 

17/09/2019WRJ05200National Council for Special Education

17/09/2019WRJ05300236. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will report 
on the level of liaison between the National Council for Special Education and service provid-
ers and preschools to ascertain the level of future need for ASD school places; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37572/19]

17/09/2019WRJ05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for Spe-
cial Education (NCSE) has a statutory function to plan and co-ordinate the provision of educa-
tion and support services to children with special educational needs, in consultation with the 
relevant education partners, DCYA and the HSE. This includes the establishment of special 
class and special school placements in various geographical areas where the NCSE identifies 
need.

As the Deputy questions relates to how the NCSE consults with the service providers and 
preschools to plan for future need I have forwarded it to the NCSE for direct reply.

17/09/2019WRJ05500Special Educational Needs Service Provision

17/09/2019WRJ05600237. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
schools in the western areas of County Dublin asked to provide additional places in accordance 
with section 37A of the Education Act 1998; the number of these schools that already have spe-
cial education classes; the number of these schools in DEIS areas; the number of these schools 
that were provided with additional funding to provide for an ASD appropriate educational en-
vironment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37573/19]

17/09/2019WRJ05700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Ensuring that every child has 
a suitable placement available to them is a key priority for me and the Government. 

I am deeply conscious of the stress and anxiety facing parents and their children where dif-
ficulties are encountered in securing a school place.

As Minister I have a power under Section 37A of the Education Act 1998 to direct a school 
to provide additional provision where all reasonable efforts have failed.  

The legislation provides for a very transparent series of steps which can ultimately lead to 
the issuing of a legally binding direction to a board of management.  

The initial step in the process is for the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) to 
inform the Minister that there is a shortage of places in a particular area.  

The legislation was formally activated for the first time on April 18th following a report 
from the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) outlining insufficient special school 
and special class capacity in Dublin 15. 
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The specific provision required was 8 additional primary ASD special classes providing 46 
places and 40 special school places for students with complex needs.

Section 37A outlines a series of transparent steps which can ultimately lead to the issue by 
the Minister of a binding direction to schools to establish additional classes for children with 
special needs. The DEIS status of a school or the operation of an existing special class are not 
determining factors in the legal process. 

37A of the Education Act 1998 (as inserted by Section 8 of the Education (Admission to 
Schools) Act 2018). 

- April 18th - The legislation was formally activated following a report from the National 
Council for Special Education (NCSE) outlining insufficient special school and special class 
capacity in Dublin 15.

- April 30th - I appealed to schools and patrons to make more provision for children with 
special education for September 2019.

- May 27th - I wrote to the principals and chairpersons of boards of management in 22 
schools in Dublin 15 requesting that they give serious consideration to the need for more special 
education provision.

- May 28th - The establishment of the new Danu Community Special School, under the 
patronage of Dublin and Dun Laoghaire ETB, was confirmed, with places for 40 children with 
special needs for the 2019/20 school year.

- June 27th - The Department served statutory notices under Section 37A (5) on 18 schools 
and 2 patrons in Dublin 15. These notices communicated my opinion that they should make 
additional provision for children with special educational needs.

- 30 July & 1 August – Consultations on the need for additional special education provision 
took place with two patron bodies.

- August 7th - Technical teams began site visits, with 10 schools initially, to carry out first-
hand assessments of the accommodation available and consider its suitability for additional 
provision of special classes.

- August 23rd – Second legal notice served under Section 37A on 6 schools in Dublin 15, 
one of which has since agreed to establish a special class 

- 30th   August – consultation with boards of management and principal of the six schools

- 3rd   September – site visits to schools completed

- Week commencing 9th   September – consideration of representations received from 
schools who were served S37A notices on 23rd August.

Copies of the notices and representations received from the schools are published on my 
Department’s website as provided for under the Act.  

There is a package of teaching, special needs assistants, training and funding supports avail-
able to each school for the new classes. Capital Funding is also available where it is necessary 
to re-configure existing spaces within the school to accommodate the new class.

As new classes come on stream over coming weeks, the NCSE will keep in regular contact 
with the Parents of the children concerned and advise them of progress. Funding for the provi-
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sion of home tuition is available to Parents as an interim measure until the children can enrol 
in school.

17/09/2019WRJ05800Special Educational Needs Staff

17/09/2019WRJ05900238. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
an application for a full-time SNA by a school (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37577/19]

17/09/2019WRJ06000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.

The closing date for receipt of appeals in regard to SNA allocations is Friday 27 September 
2019. 

As this question relates to a particular child, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply.

17/09/2019WRJ06100School Enrolments Data

17/09/2019WRJ06200239. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills if children, 
particularly in cases of children with special needs attending primary school, may be enrolled 
in more than one primary school in order that they can benefit from attending special schools 
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and classes but may also attend a second school to allow them socialise with friends and so on; 
if dual enrolment is available to children in these cases; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37626/19]

17/09/2019WRJ06300240. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of children availing of dual-enrolment in primary schools. [37627/19]

17/09/2019WRJ06400241. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills if children, 
particularly in cases of children with special needs attending post-primary school, may be en-
rolled in more than one post-primary school in order that they can benefit from attending special 
schools and classes but may also attend a second school to allow them socialise with friends and 
so on; if dual-enrolment is available to children in these cases at post-primary level; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [37628/19]

17/09/2019WRJ06500242. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of children availing of dual-enrolment in post-primary schools. [37629/19]

17/09/2019WRJ06600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 239 to 242, inclusive, together.

My Department does not facilitate the dual enrolment of children in schools and the NCSE 
Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) can only allocate resources to schools in re-
spect of those pupils enrolled in a school. Consequently, there are no records.

However, dual placement arrangements are a feature of transitional plans for children who 
are transferring from one placement to another and should be managed locally by the relevant 
Boards of Management.In addition, some children with special educational needs in special 
schools or special classes may also attend mainstream classes on a part-time basis in line with 
their abilities, and local arrangements are made by the relevant boards of management.

17/09/2019WRK00200Counselling Services Provision

17/09/2019WRK00300243. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the supports and 
counselling services available through schools to assist children suffering with anxiety; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [37652/19]

17/09/2019WRK00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department is strongly 
supportive of the promotion of positive mental health awareness in schools. The Department 
adopts a holistic and integrated approach to supporting schools in promoting positive mental 
health and to supporting those with a broad range of problems including behavioural, emotional 
and social. 

To support this holistic approach my Department has published a Well-being Policy and 
Framework for Practice (2018-2023) for all schools which will inform how schools can pro-
mote student well-being.   To implement the Well-being Policy every school is required by 
2023, to use the six-step School Self-Evaluation (SSE) process with the Well-being Framework 
for Practice, to consider their existing provision for well-being and to devise and implement a 
plan for improvement. The participating schools will engage in a Well-being Promotion Pro-
cess, working through the six-steps of School Self Evaluation with sustained in-school support 
from the Department’s support services. 

The Well-being Policy also includes an Implementation Plan with seven high level actions 
to support the realisation of the policy.   My Department is working with a range of education 
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partners and agencies to realise the ambition in the plan.  

The Well-being Policy also builds   on the work already taking place in schools including 
the new Framework for Junior Cycle (2015) which places a clear emphasis on overall student 
health and well-being. 

Responsibility for provision of mental health services and counselling for young people 
lies with the Department of Health and the Health Service Executive. There are no plans for a 
national school-based counselling programme.  The National Educational Psychological Ser-
vice (NEPS) provides consultation for school staff who may have concerns about individual 
pupils or students. NEPS supports schools in putting interventions in place for individuals with 
clearly identified and serious difficulties.  Consultation in relation to appropriate therapeutic 
interventions delivered in the school setting is also available.  When counselling is considered 
to be required a referral is made to an outside agency.  Schools are advised to have identified 
appropriate referral pathways in consultation with HSE and other mental health services in their 
local community. 

Schools are advised to identify supports and services that are available in their community, 
build relationships and agree referral pathways for students needing referral. The (NEPS) in my 
Department provides psychological support and engages in collaborative work helping school 
staff including the school’s Guidance Counselling Service in how to access appropriate mental 
health services. Psychologists support schools in connecting with Primary Care Psychology 
Services and Child and Adolescent Mental Health services in relation to individual children and 
young people with mental health needs. Psychologists support and encourage the establishment 
of referral and communication protocols between education and health services at local level 
and work with others to develop community based mental health promotion strategies.  In ad-
dition NEPS psychologists provide support to schools in implementing Student Support Teams 
in Post Primary Schools. 

NEPS also provides guidelines and resource materials for schools to enable them to deal 
with certain traumatic events which can adversely affect students and school staff. The guide-
lines responding to Critical Incidents: Guidelines and Resource Materials for Schools   (2016) 
refer to preventive approaches that schools can adopt in creating a safe and supportive envi-
ronment. It also outlines how schools can plan for crises.  The publication provides support to 
schools at a potentially overwhelming time with practical step-by-step guidance for teachers 
and principals on how to respond when a tragedy occurs. The guidelines focus on alerting 
schools to planning processes, structures and actions which will better allow them to cope with 
a traumatic incidents such as suicide or suspected suicide, murder, accidental death including 
road traffic accidents and drowning, and death through illness of members of the school com-
munity. In relation to suicide, advice is also given on prevention and positive mental health 
stratagems and approaches.  NEPS psychologists will also, at the specific invitation of school 
authorities, attend at the schools immediately following such incidents to offer direct advice and 
assistance to school staff and students.

17/09/2019WRK00500School Closures

17/09/2019WRK00600244. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason his re-
ply to Parliamentary Question No. 458 of 6 September 2019 did not reply to the question posed; 
the reason the commitment to meet a deputation was not honoured before a decision made in 
relation to the subject matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37665/19]

17/09/2019WRK00700246. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the consideration 
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which was given to the concerns raised in Topical Issue Debate No. 3 of 2 July 2019 on the 
proposed closure of two second-level schools (details supplied) in County Cavan with particu-
lar reference to the commitment of the Minister of State with special responsibility for higher 
education to bring these issues to his attention; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37667/19]

17/09/2019WRK00800248. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if funding has 
been committed to a proposed project (details supplied); if so, when a decision was made; the 
level of funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37669/19]

17/09/2019WRK00900252. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason de-
tailed and comprehensive submissions (details supplied) forwarded to his Department were not 
acknowledged on the proposed closure of two second-level schools; his views on whether this 
manner of ignoring the views of local communities and organisations is unacceptable; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [37726/19]

17/09/2019WRK01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 244, 246, 248 and 252 together.

As the Deputy is aware the decision making authority for any amalgamation is the Patron/
Trustees of the schools, and this is subject to the approval of my Department. I can confirm to 
the Deputy that my Department has recently approved an application from Cavan Monaghan 
Education & Training Board to amalgamate St Mogues College and St Bricin’s College in West 
Cavan.   

The schools will continue to operate from the existing school sites until a new school build-
ing can be provided for the amalgamated school.  It is envisaged that the construction phase 
for the new amalgamated school will be facilitated with investment available during the second 
half of the National Development Plan (NDP) 2018 to 2027.  

The new amalgamated school will enable facilities to be modernised in an energy efficient 
building that will be compliant with Part L of the Building Regulations 2017.  It will also pro-
vide the opportunity for the school to have a fully equipped PE Hall facility with fitness suite 
together with a 2-class special education needs base.

17/09/2019WRK01100School Closures

17/09/2019WRK01200245. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a com-
mitment he gave to this Deputy concerning a meeting was not honoured (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [37666/19]

17/09/2019WRK01300247. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the consideration 
given to the renewed request for a meeting with a deputation regarding the proposed closure of 
two second-level schools during Topical Issue Debate No. 3 on 2 July 2019 (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37668/19]

17/09/2019WRK01400251. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the 
request from a group (details supplied) for a meeting with his officials was not acceded to in 
relation to the proposed closure of two second-level schools; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [37713/19]

17/09/2019WRK01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 245, 247 and 251 together.



Questions - Written Answers

114

As the Deputy is aware the decision making authority for any amalgamation is the Patron/
Trustees of the schools, and this is subject to the approval of my Department. I can confirm to 
the Deputy that my Department has recently approved an application from Cavan Monaghan 
Education & Training Board to amalgamate St Mogues College and St Bricin’s College in West 
Cavan.   

 The schools will continue to operate from the existing school sites until a new school build-
ing can be provided for the amalgamated school.  It is envisaged that the construction phase 
for the new amalgamated school will be facilitated with investment available during the second 
half of the National Development Plan (NDP) 2018 to 2027.  

The new amalgamated school will enable facilities to be modernised in an energy efficient 
building that will be compliant with Part L of the Building Regulations 2017.  It will also pro-
vide the opportunity for the school to have a fully equipped PE Hall facility with fitness suite 
together with a 2-class special education needs base.

Unfortunately it was not possible to arrange a meeting.

  Question No. 246 answered with Question No. 244.

  Question No. 247 answered with Question No. 245.

  Question No. 248 answered with Question No. 244.

17/09/2019WRK01900Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2019WRK02000249. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
new secondary school (details supplied) for Castleknock and Carpenterstown, Dublin 15; when 
the school will open; if the school will open in September 2020; the efforts under way to ensure 
the school opens on time; the contingency plans in place if the school does not open as planned; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37694/19]

17/09/2019WRK02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The building project referred 
to by the Deputy is being delivered under my Department’s Design & Build programme.  This 
delivery programme uses a professional external Project Management team to progress the 
project through the stages of architectural planning, tendering and construction.  

The next step in the process will be the application for planning permission which is expect-
ed to be lodged shortly. Thereafter, as with all school building projects, the exact timeframe for 
delivery of the school will be dependent on the grant of planning permission. My Department 
will be working to have the first phase of the school’s permanent accommodation handed over 
by September of 2021 with phase 2 to follow in a matter of months. 

A meeting was held between Department officials and representatives of the Board of Man-
agement of the school on September 3rd. In the course of the meeting the projected timelines 
for the progression of the project were outlined and the factors underpinning those timelines 
were explained in considerable detail. Following the meeting an email issued to the Board con-
firming the timelines for the project. 

For the school year commencing September 2020, the school will remain in it’s current 
location and plans are being put in place to provide the necessary additional accommodation.  

My Department officials will keep the Board of Management fully informed of develop-
ments as they occur.
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17/09/2019WRK02200Schools Inspections

17/09/2019WRK02300250. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
times the inspectorate of his Department has challenged the use of reduced timetables in the 
context of the school inspection process since 2011; if so, the year in which a challenge was 
made; the county in which it was made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37695/19]

17/09/2019WRK02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Inspectorate is committed 
to supporting continuous improvement in the provision for and school experience of learners at 
risk of educational disadvantage (DEIS) and students with special educational needs (SEN). In 
line with this purpose, in September 2018, the Inspectorate amended elements of its DEIS and 
SEN inspections to include a focus on the issue of students on reduced timetables.  Prior to that 
date, inspection models did not include a specific focus on the issue.  

Where relevant, inspectors are currently required to discuss the issue of reduced timetables 
with school principals and management teams and to make a judgement as to the appropriate-
ness or otherwise of the school’s actions.  

DEIS inspections have been conducted in the following counties since September 2018: 
Dublin, Cork, Limerick, Donegal, Cavan, Mayo, Galway, Wexford, Longford and Clare.  DEIS 
evaluations conducted since September 2018 have identified seventeen cases of students being 
placed on reduced timetables. In each case, inspectors examined the school’s rationale for the 
implementation of the measure and determined that the school’s actions were appropriate.  

SEN inspections have been conducted in the following counties since September 2018: 
Dublin, Cork, Carlow, Kilkenny, Wexford, Mayo, Roscommon, Galway, Kildare, Wicklow, 
Tipperary, Leitrim, Longford, Westmeath, Kerry, Monaghan, Laois and Clare. 

SEN inspections conducted since September 2018, have identified thirteen cases of students 
being placed on reduced timetables.  In all cases, inspectors examined the school’s rationale for 
the implementation of the measure and determined that the school’s actions were appropriate.

  Question No. 251 answered with Question No. 245.

  Question No. 252 answered with Question No. 244.

17/09/2019WRK02700Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2019WRK02800253. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress being 
made in providing a new school building for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37747/19]

17/09/2019WRK02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): A project to provide a new 
building for the school referred to by the Deputy is included in my Department’s school build-
ing programme to be delivered as part of the National Development Plan.

My Department recently met with the Patron of the school to discuss this project and is now 
in the process of finalising the brief. My Department will be in further contact with the Patron 
shortly on this matter. 

17/09/2019WRK03000Schools Site Acquisitions
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17/09/2019WRK03100254. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the acquisition of 
land from South Dublin County Council for a school (details supplied) is complete; the time-
frame for the future development of the school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37748/19]

17/09/2019WRK03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The conveyancing process is 
underway in respect of the additional plots of land to which the Deputy refers. At this point it 
would be premature to give a timeframe for the future development of the school.  I can assure 
the Deputy that every effort is being made to expedite the process.

17/09/2019WRK03300Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2019WRK03400255. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
school building project (details supplied) in County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [37749/19]

17/09/2019WRK03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of Architectural Planning – Stage 
2b (Detailed Design) which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation 
of tender documents. 

Following the appointment of the replacement design team Quantity Surveyor, the design 
team is currently working on the Stage 2(b) report which on completion will be submitted to 
the Department for review.  

 In completing the Stage 2(b) report the Design Team is required to upgrade the current de-
sign to ensure that the new school building is a Near Zero Energy Building (NZEB) in compli-
ance with the 2017 amendment to Part L of the current Building Regulations.

Upon receipt and review of the Stage 2(b) report my Department will revert to the school 
with regard to the further progression of this project at that time.

17/09/2019WRK03600Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2019WRK03700256. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress being 
made in advancing a school building project (details supplied) which was first identified as 
needing a new building in 2004; the current stage the project is at; the timelines for this project; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37750/19]

17/09/2019WRK03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of Architectural Planning – Stage 
2b (Detailed Design) which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation 
of tender documents. 

 In completing the Stage 2(b) report the Design Team is required to upgrade the current de-
sign to ensure that the new school building is a Near Zero Energy Building (NZEB) in compli-
ance with the 2017 amendment to Part L of the current Building Regulations.

Upon receipt and review of the Stage 2(b) report my Department will revert to the school 
with regard to the further progression of this project at that time.
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17/09/2019WRK03900Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2019WRK04000257. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress being 
made regarding a school building project (details supplied) which is currently at stage 2B; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [37751/19]

17/09/2019WRK04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of Architectural Planning – Stage 
2b (Detailed Design) which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation 
of tender documents. 

 In the context of reviewing the revised Stage 2(b) report submitted to the Department it 
was noted that the estimated Stage 2(b) cost plan had increased substantially from the approved 
costs at Stage 2(a).

In accordance with my Department’s Design Team Procedures, where the approved cost 
limits have been exceeded, a Brief Change Report is necessary. The Brief Change Report was 
recently received by my Department and is currently under review.

Upon review and approval of the Brief Change Report by my Department, the design team 
will then commence work on any necessary revisions to the Stage 2(b) submission.

17/09/2019WRK04200Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2019WRK04300258. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress being 
made to provide a new school building for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37752/19]

17/09/2019WRK04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The project to which the Dep-
uty refers has been devolved for delivery to the local Education and Training Board (ETB).

Under this arrangement, it will be a matter for the ETB to appoint a Design Team for the de-
sign and construction phases of the project.  As the project has not yet commenced architectural 
planning, it is too early in the process for a timeline for completion of the works.

17/09/2019WRK04500Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2019WRK04600259. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
provision of an extension at a school (details supplied); the timeframe for the project; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [37753/19]

17/09/2019WRK04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 
2(b) Detailed Design which includes the application for Planning Permission, Fire Cert and 
Disability Access Cert and the preparation of tender documents.  All statutory approvals have 
been secured. 

At a recent meeting with the schools, their design team and officials from my Department, 
the consultant Quantity Surveyor advised the Boards of Management and my Department that 
the firm is withdrawing from the project.   A tender process to replace the design team Quantity 
Surveyor will  commence shortly.
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In the interim, the design team is continuing to progress the Stage 2(b) requirements.

17/09/2019WRK04800Schools Building Projects Status

17/09/2019WRK04900260. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress being 
made regarding a school building project for a school (details supplied) following a revised 
stage 2b report being submitted in January 2019; the timeline for the project; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37754/19]

17/09/2019WRK05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of Architectural Planning – Stage 
2b (Detailed Design) which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation 
of tender documents. 

 Following a review of a revised Stage 2(b) submission, my Department have issued com-
ments to the school and its design team. 

The design team is requested to incorporate those comments into the tender documents and 
carry out a final review of all its tender documentation to ensure that it is complete, correct and 
in compliance with my Department’s requirements and with Building Control (Amendment) 
Regulations.

Upon receipt of the design team confirmations that this final review is complete, my Depart-
ment will revert to the school with regard to the further progression of this project at that time.

17/09/2019WRK05100Schools Building Projects Applications

17/09/2019WRK05200261. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress being 
made in advancing proposals (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37755/19]

17/09/2019WRK05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Officials from my Department 
have recently met with representatives of the Patron bodies of the two schools referred to by 
the Deputy.

The Department is currently examining these proposals and will be back in contact with the 
Patron bodies on these matters shortly.

17/09/2019WRK05400School Enrolments

17/09/2019WRK05500262. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that more than ten children failed to secure a primary school place in 
Rathcoole, County Dublin, for the school year 2019/2020 and many have had to return to pre-
school; the actions he will take to ensure all local eligible children can secure a primary school 
place in Rathcoole in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37756/19]

17/09/2019WRK05600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department’s has not been 
made aware that more than 10 pupils were unable to secure a primary school place in Rathcoole 
for the 2019/2020 school year.

As the Deputy will be aware, in April 2018, the Government announced plans for the es-
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tablishment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022), including a new 8 
classroom primary school to be established in 2020 to serve the Newcastle_Rathcoole/Saggart 
school planning area. This announcement follows nationwide, demographic exercises carried 
out by my Department into the future need for primary and post-primary schools across the 
country and the 4-year horizon will enable increased lead-in times for planning and delivery of 
the necessary infrastructure. 

The requirement for new schools will be kept under on-going review and in particular will 
have regard to the impact of the increased roll out of housing provision as outlined in Project 
Ireland 2040.  My Department will also continue to monitor areas where the accommodation 
of existing schools may need to be expanded in order to meet the needs of the local population. 
Rathcoole is also an area of growing demographic demand and additional residential develop-
ment and my Department is actively reviewing the potential need to establish a new primary 
school in Rathcoole.

I wish to advise the Deputy that my Department approved two temporary classrooms and 
a Special Education Teaching room for Scoil Chronain National School, Rathcoole in 2018 to 
provide for immediate additional school places. In addition, my Department approved 2 further 
mainstream temporary classrooms for Scoil Chronain in April 2019 to cater for further addi-
tional primary school places in Rathcoole.

17/09/2019WRK05700Deportation Orders

17/09/2019WRK05800263. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a decision 
will be made for persons (details supplied) to stay here; when their deportation order will be 
lifted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37605/19]

17/09/2019WRK05900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that the persons concerned are the subject of a Deportation 
Order signed on 7 September 2018.  Representations have subsequently been received on their 
behalf requesting that the Deportation Order be revoked, pursuant to the provisions of Section 
3(11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended).  

Following consideration of this request, a decision will be made either to have the existing 
Deportation Order ‘affirmed’ or ‘revoked’.  Once a decision has been made, it will be notified 
to the persons concerned in writing.  In the meantime, the Deportation Order remains valid and 
in place. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2019WRK06000Citizenship Applications

17/09/2019WRK06100264. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
applications for citizenship being processed; the number of active applications being processed 
for more than one, two, three and five years, respectively; the average waiting time per applica-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36989/19]
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17/09/2019WRK06200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that the number of applications for naturalisation currently 
on hand, by year of application for each of the years 2016 - 2019 and 2015 and earlier, is as 
follows:

Year of Applica-
tion    

 2015 and 
earlier   

 2016  2017  2018  2019 to 
date 

 Total 

Applications 
currently on 
hand   

 563  753  2,142 7,331 5,220  16,009 

It should be noted that over 78% of the applications on hands were made either this year or 
last year. 

The number of cases on hands will always include a cohort where a decision has been made 
and the applicant has been notified of same, but they have not yet attended the citizenship cer-
emony to swear their oath of fidelity to the nation and loyalty to the State and be granted their 
certificate of naturalisation. 

The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, some 
cases can take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing the necessary 
checks may take a considerable period of time.    Processing timescales can often be impacted 
due to further documentation being required from the applicant, or payment of the required 
certificate fee being awaited, or the applicant not engaging with the office.  In some instances, 
the applicant themselves may request that a hold be put on their application, for example, where 
they may have returned to their country of origin for a prolonged period, to facilitate them in 
making arrangements to return to reside in the State, or where they have difficulty in obtaining 
satisfactory evidence of their identity or nationality.  In other instances, issues can arise at the 
final stage of the naturalisation process, for example, where additional information comes to 
light which is required to be considered before a final decision is taken.  

Accordingly, an average wait time for applications is not a meaningful measure.  However, I 
am advised that, in general, it takes around 6 months for a standard application to be processed 
from the date it is received to the date a decision is made.  

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State but also at European Union as 
well as international level.  It is therefore important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
ensure that the integrity of the regime for granting Irish citizenship through the naturalisation 
process is held in high regard both at home and internationally. 

The Immigration Service devotes a considerable amount of its overall resources to the pro-
cessing of these cases. It also operates a dedicated phone helpline and email helpdesk available 
for all applicants to enable queries to be dealt with, including the progress of their application.  
Details are available on the Immigration Service website at www.inis.gov.ie.

17/09/2019WRK06300EU Directives

17/09/2019WRK06400265. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 166 of 28 May 2019, the directives forming part of the procedural 
rights roadmap transposed into law to date; the directives opted out of by Ireland; the directives 
not transposed into law to date; the deadline imposed by the EU for the imposition of same; 
the estimated date for transposition into law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[37010/19]

17/09/2019WRK06500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to confirm to the 
Deputy that the information sought cannot be provided in the time allowed. As soon as the in-
formation has been collated I will write to the Deputy on the matter.

17/09/2019WRK06600Commissions of Investigation

17/09/2019WRK06700266. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a commis-
sion of investigation into the death of a person (details supplied) will be commenced as voted 
by Dáil Éireann; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37022/19]

17/09/2019WRK06800287. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the scoping 
exercise in relation to the investigation into the death of a person (details supplied) has been 
completed; if his Department has agreed in full the terms of reference; if the family were asked 
for their input; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37338/19]

17/09/2019WRK06900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 266 and 287 together.

As the Deputies will be aware, the circumstances surrounding the tragic death of Shane 
O’Farrell have been addressed by me on several occasions in both the Dáil and the Seanad and 
I have met with the O’Farrell family.  

Following the Dáil motion calling for a public inquiry last year, I sought the advice of the 
Attorney General on how best to proceed, given the fact that the Garda Síochána Ombudsman 
Commission was still investigating certain matters in relation to the case.   Following the con-
clusion of the GSOC investigation, I appointed retired District Court Judge Gerard Haughton to 
conduct a scoping exercise into the circumstances leading to Shane’s tragic death.

Judge Haughton subsequently met with the O’Farrell family to discuss the terms of refer-
ence and to seek their views. Following his engagement with the family, I received a proposal 
from Judge Haughton for some changes to the terms of reference for the scoping exercise.  

This necessitated further consultation with the Office of the Attorney General. Subsequent 
legal advices have been provided which, in particular, emphasise the requirement to abide by 
the jurisprudence set down in the decision of the Supreme Court in Shatter v Guerin  .  I am 
sure that Oireachtas Members will appreciate the importance of ensuring that any new scoping 
exercise is framed and conducted in accordance with that decision.  Work is ongoing on a pri-
ority basis to finalise the terms of reference of the scoping exercise and I am grateful to Judge 
Haughton for agreeing to undertake this sensitive and necessary work. 

I regret the time it is taking but the Deputy will be aware of the new legal landscape that all 
of us in these Houses must operate within in the context of these sensitive and important endea-
vours which are subject to the supervision of the Courts.  

My intention is that the terms of reference will be finalised as quickly as possible to allow 
for Judge Haughton to commence the scoping exercise shortly. 

In terms of future timelines, I note that the judge is required to provide me with an interim 
report within 8 weeks of commencement. He is of course free to make any recommendation he 
sees fit, including the establishment of any form of statutory or non-statutory inquiry.  Should 
he consider it necessary to recommend an inquiry, of whatever type, I have asked him to pro-
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vide me with draft terms of reference.

17/09/2019WRK07000Garda Policing Plans

17/09/2019WRK07100267. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the imple-
mentation group and the Garda Commissioner are taking the national planning framework into 
consideration in the proposed amalgamation of Garda divisions; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37024/19]

17/09/2019WRK07200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As Minister for Justice 
and Equality, I warmly welcome the announcement in recent weeks by the Garda Commis-
sioner of a new Operating Model of An Garda Síochána.  

This functional model has long been recommended by independent policing specialists, 
including the Garda Síochána Inspectorate and in the Report of the Commission on the Future 
of Policing in Ireland (CoFPI).  Rollout of this model meets a key commitment in A Policing 
Service for the Future  , the four year implementation plan giving effect to the recommendations 
of the Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland. 

While new to Ireland, this model is the norm in other countries.  It is designed to reduce 
bureaucracy and will shift real decision-making power from Garda Headquarters to the Chief 
Superintendents, closer to the communities they serve.  Importantly, it will also result in signifi-
cantly more Sergeants and Inspectors on the ground where leadership, supervision and mentor-
ing is crucial.

I understand that the finer details of the implementation of the new Divisional structures are 
currently being determined by the Garda Commissioner and his team, and that the new model 
will be implemented on a phased basis throughout 2020.   

Regarding the approach which will be taken to the merger of Divisions - the Deputy will 
appreciate that the Commissioner is by law responsible for the effective and efficient use of the 
resources made available to An Garda Síochána including the deployment and distribution of 
Garda personnel. Accordingly the detail of the implementation of the new Divisional structure 
is solely for the Commissioner and not for me as Minister.

I understand however that the Commissioner and his team is meeting Joint Policing Com-
mittees all over Ireland in the weeks ahead and there will be opportunities for detailed local 
engagement at that stage.

Finally, it is important to note that these changes are being introduced at a time of record 
investment in An Garda Síochána. €1.76 billion has been allocated to the Garda Vote for 2019, 
as well as capital investment amounting to €92 million this year. In terms of Garda numbers 
the Deputy will be aware of the Government’s commitment to achieving a Garda workforce of 
21,000 personnel by 2021.

I am confident that this ongoing investment in Garda resources together with the ongoing 
reform process will result in an improved policing service for all communities.

17/09/2019WRL00200Garda Transport Data

17/09/2019WRL00300268. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda cars operational in each Garda district area within the Cork city division; the correspond-
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ing data in 2018, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37048/19]

17/09/2019WRL00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The resources provided 
by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented levels, with an allocation 
for 2019 of €1.76 billion.  Very significant capital investment is also being made in An Garda 
Síochána, including a total of €46 million for investment in the Garda fleet between 2016 and 
2021.  This continuing investment is intended to ensure that An Garda Síochána can be mobile, 
visible and responsive on the roads and in the community to prevent and tackle crime.  

In accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amended, the Garda Commissioner is 
responsible for managing and controlling the administration and business of An Garda Sío-
chána.  In addition, the allocation of Garda resources is a matter for the Commissioner, in light 
of identified operational demands. 

This includes responsibility for the allocation of Garda vehicles among the various Garda 
divisions.  As Minister, I have no role in these matters. I am assured, however, that Garda 
management keeps the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime 
trends and policing priorities to ensure their optimum use.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the following table outline the number of ve-
hicles allocated to the Cork Garda Divisions, by District, as at 31 August, 2019.

To end August 2019 Cars Vans Motor-
cycles

4x4 *Other  Total

CORK CITY 86 20 8 1 6 121
Angelsea Street 57 14 7 1 0 79
Gurranabraher 9 1 0 0 1 11
Mayfield 7 4 1 0 4 16
Togher 13 1 0 0 1 15
CORK NORTH 36 12 2 0 0 50
Fermoy 11 3 0 0 0 14
Mallow 13 4 1 0 0 18
Midleton 12 5 1 0 0 18
CORK WEST 42 11 1 2 2 58
Bandon 16 6 1 0 1 24
Bantry 6 3 0 0 0 9
Clonakilty 6 1 0 0 0 7
Macroom 14 1 0 2 1 18
I am further informed that the following table sets out the Garda fleet in the Cork Divisions 

as at 31 December 2019.

To end December 2018 Cars Van Motor-
cycles

4x4 *Other  Total

CORK CITY 91 19 8 3 9 130
CORK NORTH 40 12 3 1 1 57
CORK WEST 44 12 3 2 0 61
  * The category ‘other’ refers to MPV, SUV, Minibus or Prisoner Conveyance Vehicles. 

I should point out, however, that a total of €10 million has been made available to An Garda 
Síochána for the purchase and fit-out of Garda vehicles in 2019. I understand from Garda man-
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agement that this allocation is being used for the purchase and fit-out of over 300 for operation-
al use in An Garda Síochána.  The allocation of these new vehicles across the Garda Divisions 
is for Garda management and not for me as Minister.

17/09/2019WRL00500Brexit Issues

17/09/2019WRL00600269. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the arrange-
ments in place for family members of UK citizens residing here with a valid EU residence card 
stamp 4 EUFAM in the event of a no-deal Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37054/19]

17/09/2019WRL00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that they have recently issued letters to people currently 
resident in Ireland as the holder of a valid Stamp 4 EUFam permission (residence card/perma-
nent residence card). This permission is based on the person being a non-EEA family member 
of a British citizen who is also residing in Ireland and is exercising their EU Treaty rights.     The 
Deputy will be aware that on 31 October 2019, the United Kingdom is due to leave the EU, 
unless the draft Withdrawal Agreement is ratified before then.  If the Agreement is not ratified, 
this is referred to as the “no deal” scenario.  A “no deal” scenario will mean that a non-EEA 
person who is legally resident in Ireland, on the basis of their familial relationship to a British 
citizen, will no longer be covered by the provisions of the EU Free Movement Directive and the 
exercise of EU Treaty rights and entitlements. 

The Immigration Service is putting in place transitional arrangements for people in this 
group who have been registered in Ireland before 31 October 2019.  Under these arrangements, 
a person may change to a new permission based on domestic immigration arrangements. This 
will provide for their continued residence and access to the labour market in the State.The is-
sued letters request those potentially affected by a “no deal” scenario to confirm their current 
address, and to advise the Immigration Service of any change in their personal circumstances, 
by Monday 30 September 2019. As an individual’s circumstances may have changed since they 
were initially granted their residence card, up to date information is being sought from them to 
enable the Immigration Service to triage these permission holders to identify the most suitable 
and beneficial immigration arrangements that could apply to them in a no-deal Brexit scenario.I 
am further advised that non-EU/non-EEA family members of British citizens who currently 
have a residence card/permanent residence card application under consideration do not need to 
take any specific action at this time.

17/09/2019WRL00800Visa Applications

17/09/2019WRL00900270. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which the case of a person (details supplied) is progressing and or approved; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37142/19]

17/09/2019WRL01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As previously advised 
by the Immigration Service of my Department, the application referred to by the Deputy was 
received by the Visa Office in Moscow on 17 June 2019. Visa applications are dealt with in 
chronological order by date of receipt within the particular category. The application is cur-
rently being processed by staff in the Moscow Visa Office.  

A visa application to join with a family member, where the sponsor is an Irish national, can 
normally be expected to be dealt with within 6 months of receipt of the required documentation, 
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as set out in the Policy Document on Non-EEA Family Reunification.  This is a business target 
which reflects the detailed assessment that is required to be carried out in relation to applica-
tions for family reunification.  It does not constitute a legal obligation and such applications 
may take longer due to the individual circumstances or complexity of the application.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility, which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

In addition, applicants may themselves e-mail queries directly to the Immigration Service 
(visamail@justice.ie).

17/09/2019WRL01100Naturalisation Applications

17/09/2019WRL01200271. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has 
considered conferring Irish citizenship on a person (details supplied). [37157/19]

17/09/2019WRL01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Immigration Service of my Department that there is no record of an active application for a 
certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy. As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, a determination on whether an applicant satisfies the statutory criteria attendant to 
naturalisation can only be made after an application is received. 

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for a certificate of naturalisation if and 
when they are in a position to meet the statutory requirements as prescribed in the Irish Na-
tionality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, which governs the granting of Irish citizenship 
through naturalisation. Detailed information on Irish citizenship and naturalisation, as well as 
the relevant application forms, is available on the Immigration Service website at www.inis.gov.
ie.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility, which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

17/09/2019WRL01400Brexit Issues

17/09/2019WRL01500272. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the implica-
tions for Irish citizens currently the subject of a European arrest warrant to Northern Ireland in 
the event of a no-deal Brexit (details supplied); the steps he has taken to address these matters; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37209/19]

17/09/2019WRL01600273. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the interac-
tion he has had with his European counterparts and the criminal justice agencies here regarding 
the way in which the human rights of Irish citizens under European arrest warrants to Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland will be protected in view of concerns expressed by the Irish Hu-
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man Rights and Equality Commission regarding the implications of a no-deal Brexit with par-
ticular reference to the legal basis of an EAW in that scenario; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37210/19]

17/09/2019WRL01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 272 and 273 together.

I can assure the Deputy at the outset that it is the firm intention of the Government and the 
British Government that the current high level of criminal justice cooperation will continue in 
the event of a no-deal Brexit scenario. 

Cooperation in the area of law enforcement, particularly in relation to Northern Ireland, is at 
an all-time high and the Government is determined to maintain this. The Deputy will be aware 
that national security is outside the competence of the EU, so ongoing day-to-day cooperation 
in this area with the UK will continue following Brexit, whatever form it ultimately takes. 

Notwithstanding this, considerable planning and preparation across the criminal justice area 
has been ongoing to take account of the potential impact of Brexit, including in relation to en-
suring the continuance of effective extradition arrangements between Ireland and the UK. This 
is necessary because of Britain’s proposed departure from the European Arrest Warrant (EAW) 
system. While the EAW will cease to apply when Brexit occurs, the High Court in the meantime 
is continuing to deal with outstanding UK EAW cases. 

Following examination of the options available for extradition arrangements between Ire-
land and the UK in the event of a no-deal Brexit, the fall-back solution is to apply the 1957 
Council of Europe Convention on Extradition, to which both Ireland and the UK are party, to 
extradition arrangements between Ireland and the UK. 

The provisions of the Convention are given effect to by Part II of the Extradition Act 1965. 
The 1965 Act has been amended by Part 13 of the Withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the 
European Union (Consequential Provisions) Act 2019, which can be commenced when Brexit 
occurs, in order to ensure that this is a workable solution.

17/09/2019WRL01900Immigration Status

17/09/2019WRL02000274. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if arrange-
ments will be made in the case of a person (details supplied) to make a late application to update 
their stamp 4; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37250/19]

17/09/2019WRL02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that the persons concerned had their permission to remain 
in the State renewed at the Burgh Quay Registration Office on 30 April 2018 for a further three 
year period, to 05 May 2021. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2019WRL02200Naturalisation Applications
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17/09/2019WRL02300275. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 370 of 11 July 2019, if the relevant section of his Department has 
received a reply from the legal representatives of the person (details supplied) in respect of the 
letter of his Department dated 12 March 2019; if all the documentation has been received in 
order to progress the application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37251/19]

17/09/2019WRL02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that the processing of the application for a certificate of 
naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is on-going. The position remains as 
outlined in my response to Parliamentary Question No. 370 of 11 July 2019. A letter issued to 
the representatives of the person concerned on 12 March 2019 requesting certain documenta-
tion and a reply is awaited. Upon receipt of the requested documentation the case will be further 
processed. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2019WRL02500Immigration Status

17/09/2019WRL02600276. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent of 
progress to date in regard to the regularisation of residency in the case of a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37252/19]

17/09/2019WRL02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appreci-
ate that if an application for international protection has been made in the State, for confiden-
tiality reasons it is not the practice to comment on such applications and the applicant or his 
legal representative should contact either the International Protection Office (IPO) or the Inter-
national Protection Appeals Tribunal (IPAT) directly, as appropriate.

The IPO may be contacted: by email to info@ipo.gov.ie; by telephone to the IPO Customer 
Service Centre at 01 6028008 or in writing to Customer Service Centre, International Protec-
tion Office, 79-83 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2. The International Protection Appeals Tribunal 
may be contacted either: by email to info@protectionappeals.ie; by telephone at 01-4748400 
(or Lo-Call 1890 201 458), or in writing to Corporate Services Division, The International Pro-
tection Appeals Tribunal, 6-7 Hanover Street East, Dublin D02 W320. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the parliamentary 
questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2019WRL02800Residency Permits

17/09/2019WRL02900277. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the relevant 
section of his Department will extend temporary residency status in the case of a person (details 
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supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37253/19]

17/09/2019WRL03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Immigration Service of my Department that an application for the Extension of Student Con-
ditions made by the person referred to by the Deputy has been examined. The person con-
cerned can expect to receive correspondence from the Immigration Service regarding the out-
come of their application in the coming days. 

Queries in relation to the status of any immigration cases may be made directly to the Im-
migration Service of my Department by email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tion process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in the case where the 
response is , in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2019WRL03100Visa Applications

17/09/2019WRL03200278. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
to be followed by a person (details supplied) whose student visa expires shortly; if they will 
be informed of the appropriate steps to be taken; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37254/19]

17/09/2019WRL03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that an application for an extension of permission to reside 
in this State was received on behalf of the person concerned on 29 August 2019. The Deputy 
will appreciate that, in the interests of fairness, such applications are dealt with in chronological 
order and I am advised that a decision will issue in due course.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2019WRL03400Naturalisation Applications

17/09/2019WRL03500279. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will ad-
dress a matter regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37255/19]

17/09/2019WRL03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by Immi-
gration Service of my Department that a new application for a certificate of naturalisation was 
received from the person referred to by the Deputy on 20 November 2018. Processing of this 
application is on-going, with a view to establishing whether the conditions for naturalisation, 
such as good character and lawful residence, are satisfied. On completion of the necessary pro-
cessing the application will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

 The fact that a person may have previously had an application refused does not preclude 
or disqualify them from submitting a fresh application in the future. Indeed, the letter advising 
an applicant of a negative decision informs them that they may re-apply at any time. The letter 
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also advises that, when considering making such a re-application, they should give due regard 
to the reasons for the refusal, which were contained in the submission attached to the refusal 
letter, and that any further application will be considered taking into account all statutory and 
administrative conditions applicable at the time of the application. 

 Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2019WRL03700Naturalisation Applications

17/09/2019WRL03800280. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if further 
documentation is required in the application for naturalisation in the case a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37256/19]

17/09/2019WRL03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that the person referred to by the Deputy submitted an 
application for naturalisation on 1 November 2018. Processing of this application is ongoing at 
this time. The Immigration Service will be in direct contact with the person concerned should 
there be any further documentation required.  

I am aware that the recent judgment of the High Court relating to continuous residency un-
der Section 15(1)(c) of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act, 1956 (as amended) has given 
cause for concern. The matter remains before the courts with the lodgement of an appeal before 
the Court of Appeal and is therefore sub-judice.

I can, however, assure the Deputy that my Department officials and I are doing everything 
possible to put in place a solution on an urgent basis.  I have taken expert legal advice and I 
intend to introduce legislation to address the issue. At the end of July, I obtained Cabinet ap-
proval for a proposed Bill and intensive work is underway in my Department where officials are 
working with the Office of Parliamentary Counsel in the Attorney General’s Office to finalise 
the draft Bill.

I intend to introduce the Bill in the Oireachtas as soon as the Houses return to session. I 
know that colleagues of all parties are concerned with the difficulty that has arisen and I am 
hopeful that the Oireachtas will give the Bill early and positive consideration.

As soon as the Bill becomes law, my officials will make all necessary arrangements for the 
next citizenship ceremony. Invitations will issue at least four weeks in advance of the ceremony 
to ensure everyone has adequate notice.   

Queries in relation to the status of any immigration cases may be made directly to the Im-
migration Service of my Department by email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been 
specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the  need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tion process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in the cases where the 
response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2019WRL04000Immigration Status
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17/09/2019WRL04100281. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the expected 
residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); if their case can be examined under 
humanitarian grounds having regard to the welfare of them and their children; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37257/19]

17/09/2019WRL04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, if an application for international protection has been made in the State, for confiden-
tiality reasons it is not the practice to comment on such applications.  The applicant or their 
legal representative should contact either the International Protection Office (IPO) or the Inter-
national Protection Appeals Tribunal (IPAT) directly, as appropriate.

The IPO may be contacted either by email to info@ipo.gov.ie, by telephone to the IPO 
Customer Service Centre at 01 6028008 or in writing to Customer Service Centre, International 
Protection Office, 79-83 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2. The International Protection Appeals 
Tribunal may be contacted either by email to info@protectionappeals.ie, by telephone at 01-
4748400 (or Lo-Call 1890 201 458), or in writing to Corporate Services Division, The Interna-
tional Protection Appeals Tribunal, 6-7 Hanover Street East, Dublin D02 W320. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the parliamentary 
questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2019WRL04300Naturalisation Eligibility

17/09/2019WRL04400282. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a specific 
obstacle exists based on information to date which might impede an application for naturalisa-
tion in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37258/19]

17/09/2019WRL04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Im-
migration Service of my Department that there is no record of a current application for a cer-
tificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy. A decision on a previous 
application was issued by letter to the individual concerned on 15 November 2018. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, a determination on whether an applicant satisfies the statu-
tory criteria attendant to naturalisation can only be made after an application is received. Every 
application is considered on its own merits, regardless of whether the applicant had applied 
previously.

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for a certificate of naturalisation if and 
when they are in a position to meet the statutory requirements as prescribed in the Irish Na-
tionality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended. The fact that a person may have had an ap-
plication refused does not preclude or disqualify them from submitting a fresh application in 
the future. Indeed, the letter advising an applicant of a negative decision also informs them that 
they may re-apply for the grant of a certificate of naturalisation at any time. The letter advises 
that, when considering making such a re-application, they should give due regard to the reasons 
for the refusal which were contained in the submission attached to the refusal letter and that 
any further application will be considered taking into account all statutory and administrative 
conditions applicable at the time of application.
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Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response from the Immigration Service is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

17/09/2019WRL04600Naturalisation Applications

17/09/2019WRL04700283. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
or expected position regarding the application for naturalisation in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37260/19]

17/09/2019WRL04800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): An application for a cer-
tificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is currently being considered 
by the Immigration Service of my Department.  On completion of the necessary processing, the 
application will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. Should further 
documentation be required it will be requested from the applicant in due course.

I am aware that the recent judgment of the High Court relating to continuous residency un-
der Section 15(1)(c) of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act, 1956 (as amended) has given 
cause for concern. The matter remains before the courts with the lodgement of an appeal before 
the Court of Appeal and is therefore sub-judice.

I can, however, assure the Deputy that my Department officials and I are doing everything 
possible to put in place a solution on an urgent basis. I have taken expert legal advice and I in-
tend to introduce legislation to address the issue. At the end of July, I obtained Cabinet approval 
for a proposed Bill and intensive work is taking place in my Department where officials are 
working with the Office of Parliamentary Counsel in the Attorney General’s Office to finalise 
a draft Bill.

I intend to introduce the Bill in the Oireachtas as soon as the Houses return to session. I 
know that colleagues of all parties are concerned by the difficulty that has arisen and I am hope-
ful that the Oireachtas will give the Bill early and positive consideration.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the Immigration Service of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility, which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

17/09/2019WRL04900Proposed Legislation

17/09/2019WRL05000284. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the 
cybercrime Bill will be published to give effect to those provisions of the Budapest Convention 
on Cybercrime 2001 of the Council of Europe not already provided for in national law in order 
to enable ratification of the convention. [37279/19]

17/09/2019WRL05100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I outlined the position in 
relation to ratification of the Council of Europe Convention on Cybercrime in January last.  At 
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that time, I updated the House on the significant progress made in the ratification process within 
the term of this Government, particularly through the introduction of legislation to give effect 
to the key criminal law provisions of the Convention.   

In relation to the Cybercrime Convention, otherwise known as the Budapest Convention, 
the majority of the provisions of the Convention are already provided for in Irish law. The 
Cybercrime Convention is very broad in scope and provisions of the Convention are provided 
for in criminal justice, interception, sexual offences, extradition, mutual legal assistance and 
copyright legislation.

The most significant step towards ratification of the Budapest Convention was the enact-
ment in 2017 of the first Bill in this jurisdiction specifically targeted at cybercrime.  The Crimi-
nal Justice (Offences Relating to Information Systems) Act 2017 gave effect to an EU Directive 
on attacks against information systems, the main provisions of which reflect the key provisions 
of the Convention. 

This recent legislation therefore also gives effect to provisions in the Convention relating 
to offences against information systems and their data and search and seizure powers in respect 
of such data.  An Garda Síochána, the organisation with primary responsibility for dealing with 
cybercrime, has strongly welcomed this landmark legislation as a comprehensive weapon to 
tackle criminality including computer systems and interference with such systems or their data. 

Officials from my Department attended a meeting of the Cybercrime Convention Commit-
tee in Strasbourg earlier this year and discussed with the Council of Europe Ireland’s positive 
progress on ratification. 

The current Government Legislation Programme makes provision for the drafting of a new 
Cybercrime Bill to give effect to those remaining elements of the Convention not already cov-
ered in national law.  This is to ensure that Ireland can ratify the Budapest Convention and is 
evidence of the Government’s clear commitment in that regard. My intention is that this legisla-
tion will be in place to facilitate formal ratification of the Convention as soon as it is possible. 

17/09/2019WRL05200Proposed Legislation

17/09/2019WRL05300285. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding the parental leave and benefit Bill; the date on which persons may avail of an addi-
tional two weeks paid parental leave; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37311/19]

17/09/2019WRL05400Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
As the Deputy will be aware, on 23 April 2019, the Government announced that it had approved 
the priority drafting of the Parent’s Leave and Benefit Bill 2019. My officials are working 
with the Office of Parliamentary Counsel in the Attorney General’s Office to draft the Bill. 

It is envisaged that legislation will provide for two weeks of parental leave and benefit 
for all new parents in employment or self-employment in respect of babies born on or after 1 
November 2019.  This will facilitate parents in spending more time with their babies in their 
critical first year of life. 

Moreover, the Government is committed to increasing both leave and benefit to seven weeks 
for each parent by 2021.

17/09/2019WRL05500Legislative Process
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17/09/2019WRL05600286. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the stage the 
Coroners (Amendment) Act 2019 is now at; and if changes can still be made. [37328/19]

17/09/2019WRL05700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Coroners (Amend-
ment) Act 2019 was passed by both Houses of the Oireachtas on 10 July 2019 and subsequently 
signed into law by the President on 23 July 2019.  

I have signed the Commencement Order for all sections of the Act with the exception of sec-
tions 8, 21, 23, 24, 25, 36 and 39(d).  This Order was laid before both Houses on 11 September 
2019.  It is my intention that the remaining sections will be commenced without delay.

  Question No. 287 answered with Question No. 266.

17/09/2019WRL05900Parole Boards

17/09/2019WRL06000288. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his De-
partment has issued guidance to the Irish Prison Service on the implementation of the Parole 
Act 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37359/19]

17/09/2019WRL06100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Parole Act 2019 
provides for the establishment of an independent, statutory Parole Board, which will make deci-
sions in relation to parole for all eligible prisoners. 

There are a number of practical steps required for commencement of the Act and establish-
ment of the Parole Board, for example selection of Board members, the appointment of a Chief 
Executive and staff, putting in place the funding for the new Board and various other matters 
including determining where the Board’s premises will be.

The question of guidance on the operation of the Act does not yet arise. 

As soon as the statutory Parole Board is in place and the Parole Act is commenced, all parole 
applications will be considered by that Board.  There will be no parallel process for granting of 
parole. Prisoners who have applied under the old system but have not yet been granted parole 
will be eligible to be considered, once they meet the criteria set out in the Parole Act, by the new 
Board, in accordance with the provisions of that Act.

17/09/2019WRL06200Garda Transport Data

17/09/2019WRL06300289. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the age of 
each horse box vehicle in the Garda mounted unit. [37380/19]

17/09/2019WRL06400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, decisions in relation to the provision and allocation of Garda equipment and vehicles 
across the various Garda divisions are for the Garda Commissioner, in the light of identified 
operational demands. As Minister, I have no role in that matter. 

I have requested information from the Garda authorities in relation to issue raised by the 
Deputy and I will write to her directly when I receive it.

17/09/2019WRL06500Garda Transport Data
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17/09/2019WRL06600290. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the new alloca-
tion of Garda vehicles to date in 2019 that have been deployed to each Garda district within 
Dublin in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37432/19]

17/09/2019WRL06700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The resources provided 
by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented levels, with an allocation 
for 2019 of €1.76 billion.  Very significant capital investment is also being made in An Garda 
Síochána, including a total of €46 million for investment in the Garda fleet between 2016 and 
2021.  This continuing investment is intended to ensure that An Garda Síochána can be mobile, 
visible and responsive on the roads and in the community to prevent and tackle crime.  

A total of €10 million has been made available for the purchase and fit-out of Garda vehicles 
in 2019.  I understand from the Garda authorities that this allocation will be used for purchase 
and fit-out of over 300 new vehicles for operational use this year. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amend-
ed, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for managing and controlling the administration 
and business of An Garda Síochána.  Further, the allocation of Garda resources is a matter for 
the Commissioner, in light of identified operational demands. This includes responsibility for 
the allocation of Garda vehicles among the various Garda divisions.  As Minister, I have no 
role in these matters. I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps the distribution of 
resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities to ensure 
their optimum use.

Detail of new vehicle allocations to date this year as provided to me by the Garda authori-
ties, is as set out in the following table. For security and operational reasons, these tables do not 
include a breakdown between marked and unmarked vehicle allocations.  It should be noted 
that the following table includes detail on the Divisions in the DMR, as well as the Traffic unit 
based in Dublin Castle (which is not itself a Garda Division). This table does not include detail 
in relation to National Units including those located which may be located in the region.

2019 Allocations to date to DMR by District as on 13 September 2019

Cars Vans *Others Total
D.M.R. 94 10 1 105
DMR EAST 10 0 0 10
BLACKROCK-W 3 0 0 3
DUNLAOGHAIRE-F 7 0 0 7

DMR NORTH 23 0 0 23
BALBRIGGAN-Y 4 0 0 4
BALLYMUN 8 0 0 8
COOLOCK-R 8 0 0 8
RAHENY-J 3 0 0 3
DMR NORTH CEN-
TRAL

12 1 0 13

BRIDEWELL 2 0 0 2
FITZGIBBON STREET 4 0 0 4
STORE STREET 6 1 0 7

DMR SOUTH 11 0 0 11
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Cars Vans *Others Total
CRUMLIN-G 9 0 0 9
TALLAGHT-M 1 0 0 1
TERENURE-P 1 0 0 1

DMR SOUTH CEN-
TRAL

14 0 0 14

DONNYBROOK-E 4 0 0 4
KEVIN STREET-A 6 0 0 6
PEARSE STREET-B 4 0 0 4

DMR TRAFFIC 2 0 0 2
DMR TRAFFIC-DUB-
LIN CASTLE

2 0 0 2

DMR WEST 22 0 1 23
BLANCHARD-
STOWN-K

11 0 0 11

CLONDALKIN-L 6 0 0 6
LUCAN-Q 5 0 1 6

  * The category ‘other’ refers to MPV, SUV, Minibus or Prisoner Conveyance vehicles.

/09/2019WRL06800Capital Expenditure Programme

17/09/2019WRL06900291. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the projected in-
crease in the gross capital expenditure ceiling applying to his Department in 2020 over 2019; 
and the projects this increase has been earmarked for. [37457/19]

17/09/2019WRL07000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Mid Year Expendi-
ture Report published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in July, sets out the 
gross capital expenditure ceilings for the various Vote Groups. The Justice Vote Group which 
comprises six individual votes has a total capital expenditure ceiling of  €265 million compared 
with €195 million in 2019 . The breakdown of the budgetary allocation across the votes will 
not be fully determined until the conclusion of the Estimates 2020 budgetary process later in 
the year.

17/09/2019WRL07100Road Traffic Offences Data

17/09/2019WRL07200292. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 646 of 6 September 2019, the number of drivers convicted fol-
lowing court proceedings taken in relation to the offence of driving without a driver licence in 
each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to 12 July 2019; the penalty imposed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37517/19]

17/09/2019WRL07300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In my response to his 
previous Parliamentary Question, No. 646 of 6 September 2019, I was in a position to provide 
the Deputy with information on the number of courts proceedings taken in relation to the of-
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fence of driving without a driving licence for the years 2011 to 2019 (as of 12 July 2019) as well 
as information on the relevant legislation and penalties which are provided for, in connection 
with a number of offences.

In relation to the related detail now being sought, namely the number of drivers convicted 
following court proceedings and the penalty imposed across the same period, I have sought 
further information  from the Courts Service.   I will contact the Deputy directly when I have 
received the information.

17/09/2019WRM00200Road Traffic Offences Data

17/09/2019WRM00300293. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of drivers arrested for driving while disqualified under section 6(b) and (c) of the Road Traffic 
Act 2014, by year since 22 June 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37532/19]

17/09/2019WRM00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The data requested by 
the Deputy refers is not maintained by the Department of Justice and Equality.  I have asked 
the Garda Commissioner for the information requested and I will write directly to the Deputy 
when I receive it.

17/09/2019WRM00500Citizenship Status

17/09/2019WRM00600294. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the circumstances 
in which he would invoke section 15A(2) of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956; if 
he will consider waiving some of the conditions in the case of a Palestinian from Gaza married 
to an Irish citizen who is recognised as a refugee with the United Nations; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37540/19]

17/09/2019WRM00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The granting of Irish citi-
zenship through naturalisation is governed by the provisions of the Irish Nationality and Citi-
zenship Act 1956, as amended.  All applications for a certificate of naturalisation are processed 
and assessed individually in accordance with the provisions of the Act.  

Section 15 of the Act sets out the conditions under which I, as Minister, may grant an ap-
plication for a certificate of naturalisation. Section 15A provides that where the application is 
based on being the spouse or civil partner of an Irish citizen the requirements are, inter alia, 
that the couple are married or civil partners to each other for a period of at least 3 years and 
are living together and, immediately before the date of application, have a period of one year’s 
continuous residence in the island of Ireland and, during the preceding four years, have a fur-
ther period amounting to 2 years (i.e. 3 years in total).  Under Section 15A(2) of the Act some 
of these conditions may be waived on a discretionary basis if satisfied that the applicant would 
suffer serious consequences in respect of his or her bodily integrity or liberty if not granted Irish 
citizenship. 

 As the Deputy will appreciate, it is not possible to say if someone will satisfy the criteria 
until such time as an application is received and examined. 

Detailed information on Irish citizenship and naturalisation, along with the relevant applica-
tion forms and guidance notes, is available on the Immigration Service website at ww.inis.gov.
ie.



17 September 2019

137

17/09/2019WRM00800Crime Data

17/09/2019WRM00900295. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of cau-
tions issued under the adult scheme in each of the years 2007 to 2018, by Garda district rather 
than sub-district and by category of public order, criminal damage and assault in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37562/19]

17/09/2019WRM01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In my response to his 
previous Parliamentary Question No. 545 of 6 September 2019, I was in a position to provide 
the Deputy with the most readily available figures from An Garda Síochána regarding the num-
ber of adult cautions issued by sub-district for the years requested.  

In relation to the further breakdown now being sought, I am advised by the Garda authori-
ties that the information is not currently available and would require a disproportionate amount 
of Garda time and resources to assemble. 

However, if the Deputy is seeking information in relation to a particular Garda District, I 
would be happy to make further enquiries with the Garda authorities on his behalf.

17/09/2019WRM01100Garda Transport Data

17/09/2019WRM01200296. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the divisions with-
in the DMR that received new Garda public order vans; the number of Garda public order vans 
in each division within the DMR; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37581/19]

17/09/2019WRM01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In accordance with the 
Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amended, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for managing 
and controlling the administration and business of An Garda Síochána, including the allocation 
and efficient use of Garda resources.  

I have requested the relevant information from the Commissioner and I will write to the 
Deputy directly when I receive it.

17/09/2019WRM01400Naturalisation Eligibility

17/09/2019WRM01500297. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps he is 
taking to resolve the uncertainty that has arisen regarding the naturalisation process; when the 
matter will be resolved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37584/19]

17/09/2019WRM01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am aware that the recent 
judgment of the High Court relating to continuous residency under Section 15(1)(c) of the Irish 
Nationality and Citizenship Act, 1956 (as amended) has given cause for concern. The matter 
remains before the courts with the lodgement of an appeal before the Court of Appeal and is 
therefore sub-judice.  

I can, however, assure the Deputy that my Department is doing everything possible to put 
in place a solution on an urgent basis. I have taken expert legal advice and I intend to introduce 
legislation to address the issue. At the end of July, I obtained Cabinet approval for a proposed 
Bill and intensive work is taking place in my Department where officials are working with the 
Office of Parliamentary Counsel in the Attorney General’s Office to finalise the draft Bill.

I intend to introduce the Bill in the Oireachtas as soon as the Houses return to session. I 
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know that colleagues of all parties are concerned with the difficulty that has arisen and I am 
hopeful that the Oireachtas will give the Bill early and positive consideration.

As soon as the Bill becomes law, my officials will make all necessary arrangements for the 
next Citizenship Ceremony. Invitations will issue at least four weeks in advance of the cer-
emony to ensure everyone has adequate notice.  

17/09/2019WRM01700Crime Data

17/09/2019WRM01800298. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
work to return crime statistics to the official statistics standard required by the Central Statistics 
Office rather than being published under reservation; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37618/19]

17/09/2019WRM01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As previously outlined to 
the Deputy, the crime figures of the Central Statistics Office currently remain “Under Reserva-
tion”.  However, it is clear that progress is being made by An Garda Síochána and the CSO in 
improving the quality of the crime statistics.

The CSO in December 2018 published a third review of the quality of recorded crime sta-
tistics, based on data recorded on the PULSE database system for crimes reported to Gardaí in 
2017.  Among other points, the review concluded that clear improvements had been made in the 
manner in which criminal incidents were being recorded on the PULSE system.

While this is encouraging, it is also clear that there is more work to be done in this area,  My 
Department, in conjunction with the Policing Authority, will continue to monitor the progress 
of An Garda Síochána in ensuring that the national crime statistics are returned to the higher 
standard required by the CSO.

Finally, the Deputy may be interested to be know that the latest CSO crime statistics, cov-
ering the second quarter of 2019, will be released on 27 September 2019.  I look forward to 
reviewing these statistics when they are available.

17/09/2019WRM02000Garda Deployment

17/09/2019WRM02100299. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the 
roll-out of protective services units around the country; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37621/19]

17/09/2019WRM02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the management and efficient use of Garda resources is the responsibility of the Garda 
Commissioner. This includes responsibility for deployment of personnel.  As Minister, I have 
no direct role in these matters.  I understand, however, that Garda management keeps the distri-
bution of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, 
to ensure their optimum use.

I have been informed by the Commissioner that to date, Divisional Protective Services 
Units have been established in DMR South Central, Waterford, Kerry, Kilkenny, Carlow, Lim-
erick and Galway Garda Divisions. These are in addition to the units previously established in 
DMR West, Cork City and Louth Divisions in the initial phase of this initiative. 

I am informed by Garda management that it is expected that Divisional Protective Services 
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Units should be rolled-out to the remaining Garda Divisions on a phased basis by the end of 
2019. This expected timetable is in accordance with the target set out in ‘A Policing Service for 
the Future’,   the implementation plan giving effect to the recommendations of the Commission 
for the Future of Policing in Ireland.

17/09/2019WRM02300UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

17/09/2019WRM02400300. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of work 
within his Department to implement the measures contained in the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37631/19]

17/09/2019WRM02500Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
The Government’s approach to meeting the terms of the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (“the Convention”) is one of sustained and on-going im-
provement. Work is continuing on the reforms needed for an optimum level of compliance with 
the Convention’s requirements.

The National Disability Inclusion Strategy (NDIS) 2017 – 2021 contains a wide range of 
practical commitments to improve the position of people with disabilities in Ireland. It provides 
a mechanism for joined-up working to deliver on Ireland’s commitments to implementing the 
UNCRPD. The NDIS Steering Group, which oversees and monitors the implementation of 
the Strategy, has an important role in guiding progress in this area. The Group is committed to 
carrying out a mid-term review of the Strategy by the end of this year. It is expected that the 
review will examine how the Strategy is aligned with the articles of the Convention and how the 
Strategy could be revised and built upon in order to continue progressive realisation of the aims 
of the Convention. The National Disability Authority (NDA) also plays a critical role in the 
implementation of the Convention, and will be carrying out a review of progress with respect 
to the Strategy’s key indicators in this regard. 

Of particular relevance to Article 12 of the Convention is the Assisted Decision-Making 
(Capacity) Act 2015, which provides a modern statutory framework to support decision-making 
by adults with capacity difficulties. The Act was signed into law on 30 December 2015 but has 
not yet been fully commenced.  The 2015 Act will abolish the current Wards of Court system by 
repealing the Lunacy Regulation (Ireland) Act 1871. Part 6 of the 2015 Act provides that adults 
currently in wardship will transition to the new decision-making support arrangements pro-
vided for in the Act on a phased basis over 3 years from the commencement of Part 6 of the Act.

New administrative processes and support measures, including the setting up of the Deci-
sion Support Service within the Mental Health Commission (a body under the Department of 
Health), must be put in place before the substantive provisions of the 2015 Act can be com-
menced. The Decision Support Service is working towards being operational and ready for the 
commencement of the main provisions of the Act in 2020.  This lead-in timeframe ensures that 
the necessary staff resources, processes, IT system, expert panels, codes of practice and regula-
tions will be in place so that the Decision Support Service will have the capacity to be up and 
running effectively. The 2019 Revised Estimates Volume provides for an allocation of €3.5 
million in the Justice and Equality Vote for the establishment of the Decision Support Service. 

The Government continues to take practical measures to improve the lives of people with 
disabilities.  The Report of the Make Work Pay Group was published in April 2017 and many 
of its recommendations have been implemented. In addition, the Comprehensive Employment 
Strategy for People with Disabilities 2015-2024 includes positive action measures to support 
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the recruitment of people with disabilities in the public service and in the wider economy.

In addition to the practical measures outlined, the Deputy will be aware of a number of leg-
islative developments to support the implementation of the Convention.

In the first instance, my colleague the Minister for Health is progressing Heads of a Bill to 
provide legislative clarity on the issue of deprivation of liberty. A report of a recent public con-
sultation on these draft legislative provisions is nearing completion, and every effort is being 
made to progress this legislation as quickly as possible. 

The Disability (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2016, which contains key legislative amend-
ments needed for compliance with the Convention, was published in December 2016. The 
Bill includes provisions to establish the monitoring framework required by Article 33 of the 
Convention to promote, protect and monitor implementation of the Convention. It requires the 
involvement and participation of civil society, in particular, persons with disabilities, in the 
monitoring process.

The monitoring framework will include both the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commis-
sion (IHREC) and the National Disability Authority (NDA) and will be governed by a formal 
Memorandum of Understanding. In January of this year, the IHREC established a Disability 
Advisory Committee, composed of a diverse group of persons with lived experience of disabil-
ity. This will ensure the direct participation of persons with disabilities and the organisations 
representing them in monitoring how the Convention is implemented in Ireland.  

The IHREC is best placed to make periodic independent reports to the UN, supported by 
progress assessments and statistical information supplied by the NDA.  The NDA has exper-
tise and information resources in relation to reporting on disability issues and is carrying out 
work in a range of areas to support implementation; including the preparation of non-healthcare 
Codes of Practice under the Assisted Decision Making (Capacity) Act 2015, and review of 
progress with respect to the key indicators of the NDIS.

Significant year-on-year budgetary increases in the disability sector have positively impact-
ed the lived experience of people with disabilities in Ireland. However, I recognise that daily 
challenges remain for many people with disabilities and for their families.   Addressing the 
needs and rights of people living with a disability and their families is a priority for this Govern-
ment and my primary focus as Minister of State for Disability Issues. The UN Convention on 
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities supports that priority in providing a comprehensive and 
robust framework for the realisation of those rights.

17/09/2019WRM02600Proposed Legislation

17/09/2019WRM02700301. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he plans 
to publish the sex offenders (amendment) Bill; the reason for the delay in presenting a stamped 
copy of the Bill to Cabinet; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37662/19]

17/09/2019WRM02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I appreciate and under-
stand the concern which communities can have in relation to the issue of rehabilitation of sex 
offenders and in relation to measures to protect public safety.

The General Scheme of the Sex Offenders (Amendment) Bill was developed by my Depart-
ment following a comprehensive review of current law and administrative practice. The Gen-
eral Scheme was approved by Government in June 2018 and it is available on my Department’s 
website.
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The Bill is currently with the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel for drafting. My officials 
and that Office are working together to bring the Bill to a final draft for publication as soon as 
possible. 

As the Deputy may be aware, the purpose of the Bill is to enhance current systems for as-
sessment and management of convicted sex offenders and to put those systems on a statutory 
footing.  While the drafting process is not yet complete, the main provisions are expected to 
include:

- Stricter notification requirements including requiring offenders to notify Gardaí of their 
address upon release from custody, or any subsequent change of address, within 3 days as op-
posed to the existing 7 days.

- Provisions to allow for fingerprinting and photographing the offender, where necessary to 
confirm their identity.

- Enhanced supervision of high-risk offenders, including, in limited circumstances, the elec-
tronic monitoring of offenders subject to post-release supervision orders.

- The placing on a legislative footing of assessment teams to assess and manage the risk 
posed by sex offenders.

- Provisions whereby a court can prohibit a sex offender from working with children.

- Provision for a statutory basis for the necessary disclosure of information relating to a 
high-risk offender on the ‘sex offenders register’. The information in relation to an offender 
which may be disclosed include the name, address and threat posed by the offender. It is in-
tended that the disclosure would only be made to the minimum number of people necessary to 
avert a serious risk to safety.

I would also point out that there are already important provisions in existing law which can 
be used in the management of sex offenders after they have been released. 

The Sex Offenders Act 2001 already provides that a Court can impose conditions on a con-
victed sex offender as part of their post-release supervision. Further, where An Garda Síochána 
believe that a convicted offender poses a serious risk to the public, it can also apply to the courts 
for a Sex Offender Order under s.16 of the 2001 Act.  A Sex Offender Order can prohibit the of-
fender from doing anything that the Court considers necessary in order to ensure that the public 
is protected from serious harm.

17/09/2019WRM02900Work Permits Applications

17/09/2019WRM03000302. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the progress to date in respect of a service employment permit in the case of a person (de-
tails supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37002/19]

17/09/2019WRM03100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Employment Permits Section of my Department inform me that, on 1st August 2019, it received 
a standard application for a Contract for Services Employment Permit in respect of the named 
individual. 

The Employment Permits Section is currently processing standard applications received 
on 21st June 2019.  As such, this application should be considered within the next 5-6 weeks.
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17/09/2019WRM03200Regional Development Initiatives

17/09/2019WRM03300303. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1013 of 23 July 2019, when construction will commence 
on the MERITS enterprise hub development in Naas, County Kildare; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [37089/19]

17/09/2019WRM03400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Regional Enterprise Development Fund (REDF) is an initiative of my Department, adminis-
tered on the Department’s behalf by Enterprise Ireland. The competitive Fund is aimed at driv-
ing enterprise development and job creation in all regions in the country through supporting 
collaborative and innovative projects that develop enterprises and create jobs in each of the re-
gions. The Fund complements the Regional Enterprise Plans which I launched earlier this year.

Call 1 of the REDF was launched in 2017 and funded 21 projects with a total of just over 
€30 million. A second call launched in April 2018 and allocated just over €29 million across a 
further 21 projects. I launched Call 3 in June of this year, with an additional €45 million, which 
will close for applications on September 25th.

The MERITS hub is one of the projects funded under Call 1 of the REDF. The Mid East 
Regional Innovation Think Space (MERITS) located in Naas County Kildare is a new build 
project to cluster Irish and international new-technology companies and provide them with 
mentorship and support. The project is supported by strong collaboration with Kildare Coun-
ty Council, Maynooth University/ MaynoothWorks, Kildare Chamber and the three Mid East 
LEOs (Kildare, Meath & Wicklow). 

I am informed through Kildare Co. Council that site clearance works have been completed 
and that Kildare Co. Council expects to make an announcement in relation to the outcome of the 
construction tender process in the coming days, with the build works commencing immediately 
on confirmation. The project is on target for completion and occupation in Q3 2020 in line with 
the anticipated timeline.

17/09/2019WRM03500Work Permits Eligibility

17/09/2019WRM03600304. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the way in which a person that meets the criteria of the critical skills list may gain a permis-
sion to become self-employed here in the context of work permits and self-employment (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37219/19]

17/09/2019WRM03700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): All 
applications for employment permits are processed in line with the Employment Permits Acts 
and associated Regulations.  The employment permit system is underpinned by the existence 
of an employer/employee relationship and the existence of a contract of employment between 
the parties.

The prospective employee or the employer can apply for a Critical Skills Employment Per-
mit. The permit allows the prospective employee to be employed in the State by the named 
employer and in the occupation and location/s specified on the permit.  The Critical Skills Em-
ployment Permit is only issued in respect of a job offer of 2 years’ duration.  After two years, 
CEASP holders can seek stamp 4 permission to reside and work in Ireland without an employ-
ment permit.
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The employment permit system does not provide employment permission for applications 
from non-EEA nationals who wish to engage in self-employment, that is a matter for my col-
league, the Minister for Justice and Equality.

17/09/2019WRM03800Work Permits Applications

17/09/2019WRM03900305. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if a review will be undertaken of the refusal of a work permit in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37259/19]

17/09/2019WRM04000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
officials inform me that an application for a Critical Skills Employment Permit in respect of the 
named individual was submitted to my Department on 8th May 2019. 

On 18th June 2019, this application was refused because the annual remuneration on offer, 
€35,000, was less than the minimum annual remuneration required, €60,000, when the occu-
pation in question, in this instance a Technical Services Engineer, is not on the Critical Skills 
Occupations List.  

In addition to being informed of this decision in writing, parties were also notified that they 
had 28-days to request a review of the decision to refuse this application.  As no such review 
was requested within this timeframe, and the applicant has applied for and received their re-
fund, this matter is now closed.  

On 18th June, one of my officials also contacted the representative of the applicant to inform 
them that the occupation would be eligible for a General Employment Permit.  My official pro-
vided information to assist with any new application, which included a checklist document for 
this permit type which, if followed, should result in the issuing of the permit. 

A refusal to grant an employment permit does not preclude an applicant from submitting 
another application for an employment permit.  Such an application should comply with all of 
the legislative requirements for the particular employment permit type.

17/09/2019WRM04100Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement Staff

17/09/2019WRM04200306. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion when the post of corporate compliance manager and two forensic accountant posts at the 
Office of Director of Corporate Enforcement will be filled; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [37365/19]

17/09/2019WRM04300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Director of Corporate Enforcement has undertaken over the last two years a significant restruc-
turing of the Office to better reflect the organisation’s needs in the context of both its strategic 
shift towards deploying resources towards more serious indications of wrongdoing and the 
increasingly complex environment within which the ODCE operates.

This restructuring has included the recruitment of a number of additional professional staff, 
including eight accounting professionals (one of whom was promoted to Enforcement Portfolio 
Manager), two Enforcement Portfolio Managers, two Enforcement Lawyers and a Digital Fo-
rensics Specialist, together with significant investment in a digital forensics laboratory, training 
and development. The recruitment and assimilation of a large number of new professional staff 
into a multi-disciplinary organisation that undertakes complex work in a fast-moving environ-
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ment is a project that requires careful management. As such, the Director is of the view that it is 
preferable to allow that process to fully bed down before filling the Corporate Compliance man-
ager vacancy. My Department continues to be in close engagement with the Public Appoint-
ments Service with regard to the filling of the two Forensic Accountant posts recently vacated.  
The Director is further conscious of the fact that the transition of the ODCE to an independent 
Agency will give rise to additional expertise requirements and, as such, is of the view that it is 
prudent that those considerations should be factored into developing the roles required for the 
new Agency , and the associated skill set, required of the appointees.

17/09/2019WRM04400Capital Expenditure Programme

17/09/2019WRM04500307. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the projected increase in the gross capital expenditure ceiling applying to her Department in 
2020 over 2019; and the projects this increase has been earmarked for. [37452/19]

17/09/2019WRM04600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
expenditure ceiling for my Department’s Vote in 2020 will be determined as part of the bud-
getary process. Whilst the National Development Plan has allocated a total of €630 million in 
capital monies for my Department in 2020, which represents an increase of €10million on our 
2019 allocation, the definitive capital and current expenditure allocations for my Department’s 
Vote next year will only be finalised in Budget 2020.

17/09/2019WRM04700Trade Agreements

17/09/2019WRM04800308. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if she will expand on comments made on the future vote on the Mercosur agreement, its 
impact on the Amazon and climate commitments in Brazil made on 23 August 2019 (details 
supplied). [37415/19]

17/09/2019WRM04900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): On 
28th June, the EU concluded negotiations for an Association Agreement with Mercosur coun-
tries after nearly 20 years and 40 rounds of talks. This marks the EU’s largest trade deal to date 
and is four times the size of the trade agreement with Japan.

Irish exporters have been subject to trade tariffs, barriers and restrictions when exporting 
to Mercosur. This Agreement will see a significant reduction, or elimination, of tariffs and bar-
riers to trade which will allow an increased flow of trade and investment between Ireland, the 
EU and the Mercosur region. The EU-Mercosur Agreement should make exports from Ireland 
more attractive, and potentially increase the demand for Irish products and the employment 
that supports.

The Agreement with Mercosur presents sectorial opportunities for Ireland in areas such as 
software and services in telecoms, financial services, digital content and travel, engineering 
products and services, life sciences, food and beverages, and education services.

The EU-Mercosur Association Agreement includes a detailed chapter on Sustainable De-
velopment goals and recognises the need to address the urgent threat of climate change and 
the role trade has in support our climate and environmental goals, as well as underscoring 
the importance of both Parties implementing provisions of the Paris Climate Agreement.  The 
Agreement reinforces commitments made by Mercosur countries in relation to the Paris Cli-
mate Agreement and provides the EU with clear monitoring and oversight of those commit-
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ments, providing leverage to ensure that the environmental protections that Mercosur countries 
are committed to are fully realized through this trade agreement.

Following widespread fires in the Amazon rainforest in August, An Taoiseach made clear the 
Government’s concern over the levels of destruction of the Amazonian rainforest. In that re-
gard, I agree that we must closely monitor Brazil’s environmental actions in the coming years, 
in the context of their commitments in the EU-Mercosur Agreement, and before that Agreement 
comes before the European Council for a vote.

For our part, following the conclusion of negotiations for the EU-Mercosur Association 
Agreement, the Government committed to undertake full economic and environmental sustain-
ability assessments of the political agreement. My Department, in conjunction with the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, is actively pursuing the commissioning of these 
studies.

These assessments will consider the impact the Agreement will have on the Irish economy 
and on jobs, as well as the environmental implications of the deal. These assessments will help 
to inform our future position in relation to the EU-Mercosur Agreement.

17/09/2019WRM05000IDA Ireland Portfolio

17/09/2019WRM05100309. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
the IDA is in talks with Teagasc with a view to Teagasc occupying part of the IDA lands at a 
location (details supplied). [37549/19]

17/09/2019WRM05200310. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of visits made by potential investors to IDA lands at a location (details supplied) in 
2018 and to date in 2019. [37551/19]

17/09/2019WRM05300311. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of visits made by potential investors to IDA lands at a location (details supplied) in 
2018 and to date in 2019. [37552/19]

17/09/2019WRM05400312. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of visits made by potential investors to IDA lands at a location (details supplied) in 
2018 and to date in 2019. [37553/19]

17/09/2019WRM05500313. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
IDA lands (details supplied) form part of the foreign direct investment push to potential inves-
tors in Ireland. [37554/19]

17/09/2019WRM05600314. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
IDA lands (details supplied) form part of the foreign direct investment push to potential inves-
tors in Ireland. [37555/19]

17/09/2019WRM05700315. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
IDA lands (details supplied) form part of the foreign direct investment push to potential inves-
tors in Ireland. [37556/19]

17/09/2019WRM05800316. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
status of IDA lands at a location (details supplied). [37557/19]

17/09/2019WRM05900317. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
status of IDA lands at a location (details supplied). [37558/19]
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17/09/2019WRM06000318. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
status of IDA lands at a location (details supplied). [37559/19]

17/09/2019WRM06100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 309 to 318, inclusive, together.

I note the Deputy has asked four questions about IDA properties in Fermoy, as well as three 
separate questions each in respect of IDA property in Mallow and Carrigtwohill.

With regard to Fermoy, the Agency owns two sites consisting of 0.94 hectares in Rathealy 
and 6.05 hectares in the Business and Technology (B&T) Park on the Dublin Road. I have been 
informed by the IDA that they are not currently in talks with any third parties about the sites. 
While these properties in Fermoy are suitable for investment, information on any visits to them 
by IDA clients is not available as the Agency only collates site visit data on a county-by-county 
basis. 

As for Carrigtwohill, the IDA owns approximately 65.5 hectares of marketable land in that 
area, comprised of 12.5 hectares on the Carrigtwohill B&T Park and 53 hectares in the Bal-
lyadam area. In Mallow, there are 0.68 hectares of marketable land at the Agency’s B&T Park 
there. While information on site visits to these specific locations is not available, the Agency is 
actively marketing the properties in Carrigtwohill and Mallow to potential investors.  

As I have indicated previously, the availability of marketable lands, such as these, in ad-
vance of demand continues to be a crucial ingredient in the IDA’s capacity to compete for mo-
bile foreign direct investment (FDI). Not only does such a supply of properties help the Agency 
to secure high quality jobs but it also allows projects to begin at an earlier date by diminishing 
difficulties associated with land acquisition, planning and construction. It therefore remains an 
important means by which the IDA can encourage and attract new investors to Ireland, particu-
larly to regional locations.

County Cork continues to be a strong performer in terms of FDI. This trend is continuing, 
with a steady and positive increase in employment numbers in IDA Ireland client companies 
in the County over the past number of years. There are currently 169 IDA client companies in 
Cork, employing approximately 39,000 people.  There have also been a number of recent sig-
nificant recent job announcements by IDA clients including 400 jobs at VoxPro, 200 positions 
at Deutsche Borse Group and 100 new jobs at Forcepoint.  

It is clear, not least from the County’s recent performance over the last number of years, that 
Cork has a robust enterprise base and remains a highly attractive destination for overseas com-
panies. Work will nevertheless continue, by both the enterprise agencies and the Government, 
to boost further investment and job creation in County Cork and the broader South-West region.

17/09/2019WRN00300Brexit Data

17/09/2019WRN00400319. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of applicants and participants in Brexit schemes and supports provided by her Depart-
ment or agencies under her remit in tabular form; the counties these companies are located in; 
and the amount allocated and expended to each such scheme in each year since being estab-
lished. [37567/19]

17/09/2019WRN00500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Since 
2016, my Department and its agencies have put in place extensive supports, schemes and advi-
sory resources to prepare Irish businesses for the potential challenges posed by Brexit by help-
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ing them to assess their preparedness and helping them to implement practical action plans in 
areas such as customs, supply chain and sourcing, and financial management. These measures 
aim to assist businesses in identifying and managing key risk areas and develop practical prepa-
ratory actions regardless of the circumstances of the UK’s withdrawal from the EU. 

The Government’s suite of Brexit supports include preparedness vouchers, consultancy and 
mentoring supports, tariff advisory services, research on new markets and innovation supports 
and are provided through Enterprise Ireland, the Local Enterprise Offices and InterTrade Ire-
land.

The first table attached sets out the uptake of the different Brexit-related supports available 
through the Department and its agencies as at 30 August 2019. Businesses in all counties in 
Ireland have availed of one or more of these Brexit-related supports. 

The second table attached sets out the respective exchequer increases in allocations to ITI, 
EI, IDA and the LEOs between 2018 and 2019 and the cost/expenditure of the supports avail-
able. Whilst these increases are not all due to Brexit, they are mainly provided to assist the 
enterprise agencies in their responses to the challenges posed by Brexit.

While I have seen a very positive uptake of the supports available, I am conscious that the 
delays to Brexit may have led businesses to defer their immediate planning. However, the UK’s 
exit from the EU will mean changes for Irish businesses. With less than seven weeks to go to 
Brexit, I urge businesses to accelerate their preparations and avail of the wide range of State 
supports on offer. In particular, I would appeal to businesses that have not started these prepara-
tions to engage with my Department and its agencies as soon as possible.  By taking the neces-
sary practical steps, businesses will be better placed to address the challenges they may face 
and in doing so, they can help future proof their businesses and continue to trade with the UK 
and other EU Member States.  I will take this opportunity to outline in more detail the various 
supports that are available to businesses. 

The Local Enterprise Offices

The Local Enterprise Offices [LEOs] are the first-stop-shop for anyone seeking guidance 
and support on starting or growing their business. The LEOs have organised various events to 
enable companies to learn about the potential impacts and opportunities of Brexit. 

In addition, 702 LEO clients have received one-to-one mentoring solely focused on Brexit. 
Technical Assistance Grants for Micro Export are offered as an incentive for LEO clients to 
explore and develop new market opportunities. 691 LEO clients have been approved for the 
Technical Assistance Grant. 

The Local Enterprise Office interactive one day Prepare Your Business for Customs work-
shop helps businesses understand the key customs concepts, documentation and processes re-
quired to succeed in a post Brexit environment. 613 Participants have so far attended this Cus-
toms Training.

InterTrade Ireland

InterTrade Ireland [ITI] also plays a major role as part of Ireland’s Brexit response and of-
fers Brexit-related advisory services to eligible businesses. So far this year, more than 3,300 
SMEs have directly engaged with the Brexit Advisory Service.  

ITI offers a Brexit Start to Plan voucher and Brexit Implementation Voucher schemes, which 
enables businesses to get professional advice on how best to plan, prepare and implement for 
the UK’s withdrawal from the European Union. These supports help businesses obtain ad-
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vice on specific areas such as tariffs, currency management, regulatory and customs issues and 
movement of labour, goods and services. 

ITI Brexit Start to Plan vouchers are worth up to €2,250 (inclusive of VAT) each. 1,770 busi-
nesses have applied for a Brexit Start to Plan voucher, of which over 1,500 have been approved. 
ITI’s Brexit Implementation Voucher provides financial support up to £5,000/€5,625 (inclusive 
of VAT), with InterTradeIreland paying 50%. This will allow businesses to implement critical 
changes making them better prepared to deal with a new trading relationship.

In August, ITI launched a new advertising campaign and a new online resource to encour-
age and assist firms in preparing for Brexit. The online “Bitesize Brexit” resource is a one-stop-
shop for cross-border traders, presenting information in easily digestible segments and includes 
specific actions businesses should take in preparing for Brexit.

Brexit Loan Schemes

The Brexit Loan Scheme, launched in March of 2018, provides relatively short-term work-
ing capital, 1 to 3 years, to eligible businesses with up to 499 employees to help them to inno-
vate, change or adapt to mitigate their Brexit challenges. Businesses can confirm their eligibil-
ity with the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland [SBCI] and, if deemed eligible, can apply 
to one of the participating finance providers for a loan under the scheme.  

As at 6 September, there have been 778 applications for eligibility under the scheme, of 
which 704 have been approved to date by SBCI. 185 of those applications have progressed to 
sanction at bank value, to a total value of €41.062 million.

The Future Growth Loan Scheme makes up to €300 million of loans available with a term of 
8-10 years. This scheme is available to eligible businesses in Ireland and the primary agriculture 
(farmers) and seafood sectors to support strategic long-term investment. The Strategic Banking 
Corporation of Ireland, the scheme operator, opened for eligibility applications on 17th April 
and up to 30 August it received 1,112 eligibility applications and issued 1,061 eligibility letters.

Enterprise Ireland

Enterprise Ireland [EI] has established a Prepare for Brexit online portal and communica-
tions campaign, as well as an online “Brexit SME Scorecard” to help Irish businesses self-asses 
their exposure to Brexit and a “Be Prepared Grant” to support SME clients in planning to 
mitigate risks arising from Brexit. It has also launched a new Eurozone Strategy to help SMEs 
broaden their export footprint beyond the UK.

Over 6,100 business have used Enterprise Ireland’s Brexit Scorecard to date and 85% of EI 
client firms have a plan in place, while 211 applications for the Be Prepared grant have been 
approved. 272 EI clients have received funding under its “Act On” programme, which supports 
the engagement of a consultant to help clients identify weaknesses and improve resilience. EI 
has also hosted 16 Brexit Advisory Clinics around the country. 

EI also launched a Customs Insights Online course at the beginning of the year. This is a 
new online training support to help all businesses understand how customs work including the 
documentation and process required to operate and succeed post Brexit. The Customs Insights 
course explains in clear and simple terms the main customs rules and included the key actions 
companies can take to prepare for customs after Brexit and the options from Revenue that are 
available to make the customs process more efficient. This will be available for any company 
to use whether they are importers or exporters and also whether they are agency clients or not. 
There have been over 1,500 Customs Insights Course participants.
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Enterprise Ireland also recently revealed 12 ‘Brexit Essential’ questions aimed at helping 
exporting businesses further prepare and take action ahead of the UK’s impending withdrawal 
from the EU.  The Brexit Essentials campaign highlights the key questions and documentation 
that businesses need to address in order to trade successfully with the UK post 31 October.

The Irish Government, in association with key industry partners, also launched a new sup-
port measure to help customs agents, intermediaries and affected Irish businesses develop the 
capacity to deal with the additional customs requirements due to the UK’s departure from the 
EU. The new initiative called Clear Customs comprises of a training programme and a customs 
financial support to assist with the costs of recruiting and assigning new staff to customs roles.

Supports and advice are also available from the National Standards Authority of Ireland, 
the Health and Safety Authority, IDA Ireland, Revenue, Skillnet Ireland, the Strategic Banking 
Corporation of Ireland, Bord Bia and Failte Ireland. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-09-17_pq319-17-09-19-bps-uptake_en.docx”>Brexit preparedness supports - uptake 
of available schemes 30.08.2019</a>]

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-09-17_pq319-17-09-19-bps-expenditure_en.docx”>Brexit preparedness supports - 
expenditure - 20.05.2019</a>] 

17/09/2019WRN00600Brexit Supports

17/09/2019WRN00700320. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the reason for the high number of reapplications for the Brexit loan scheme in view of the fact 
that as at 2 September 2019, 145 applications were reapplications; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37624/19]

17/09/2019WRN00800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Brexit Loan Scheme is just one of an extensive range of supports, schemes and advisory re-
sources established by my Department and its agencies to help businesses to prepare for Brexit.

The Brexit Loan Scheme provides relatively short-term working capital, 1 to 3 years, to eli-
gible businesses with up to 499 employees to help them to innovate, change or adapt to mitigate 
their challenges. 

To apply for this Scheme businesses must first confirm their eligibility with the Strategic 
Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI). If deemed eligible, this eligibility code lasts for a pe-
riod of 4 months. If the business has not applied to one of the participating financial providers 
for a loan under the scheme within this four months, they must confirm their eligibility again 
with the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI). 

While I have seen a very positive uptake of the supports available, I am conscious that the 
extension agreed between the EU and the UK for Brexit may have led businesses to defer their 
immediate planning and therefore, delay their applications to finance providers for a loan under 
the Brexit Loan Scheme. As a result of this extension, the eligibility of individual applicants 
may have expired requiring a reapplication for the Scheme.  I am encouraged that firms are 
reapplying so as to ensure that they have the necessary safety nets in place for whatever form 
Brexit takes. 

In addition, some businesses did not proceed with their original application after they had 
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received their eligibility code and some businesses applied for more than one loan under dif-
ferent eligibility codes. A number of businesses supplied incorrect information in their first ap-
plications and updated this information in their reapplications for eligibility.

Despite the continuing uncertainty around the nature of the UK’s departure from the EU, I 
strongly urge businesses to continue to plan for Brexit, and to start planning without delay if 
they have not done so already.

17/09/2019WRN00900Services for People with Disabilities

17/09/2019WRN01000321. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if one-to-one support will be 
granted in the case of a person (details supplied); and if the application for funding submitted 
in April 2019 will be expedited and approved. [37340/19]

17/09/2019WRN01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRN01200Vaccination Programme

17/09/2019WRN01300322. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health his plans to make the HPV 
vaccine available on the medical card and or provide a subsidy for same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [36968/19]

17/09/2019WRN01400336. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce a 
HPV immunisation scheme for boys in line with the scheme for girls when it was first intro-
duced (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37014/19]

17/09/2019WRN01500340. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health his plans for a catch-up 
HPV vaccination programme for older boys; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37041/19]

17/09/2019WRN01600353. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health if funding will be provided for 
a catch-up HPV vaccination programme (details supplied) for males in second and subsequent 
years of second-level education; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37107/19]

17/09/2019WRN01700359. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the reason the HPV vaccine 
has not been offered to boys in second year of secondary school as part of the latest roll out; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [37121/19]

17/09/2019WRN01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 322, 336, 
340, 353 and 359 together.

The immunisation programme in Ireland is based on the advice of the National Immunisa-
tion Advisory Committee (NIAC).  The committee’s recommendations are based on the preva-
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lence of the relevant disease in Ireland and international best practice in relation to immunisa-
tion.  It makes recommendations on vaccination policy to my Department.  NIAC continues to 
revise recommendations to allow for the introduction of new vaccines in Ireland and to keep 
abreast of changes in the patterns of disease.  Therefore, the immunisation schedule will con-
tinue to be amended over time.

In 2009 the NIAC recommended HPV (human papillomavirus) vaccination for all 12-13 
year old girls to reduce their risk of developing cervical cancer when they are adults.  In Septem-
ber 2010 the HPV vaccination programme was introduced for all girls in first year of secondary 
school.  Gardasil is the vaccine used by the HSE in the School Immunisation Programme and is 
provided free of charge to girls in first year of secondary school.

During the 2019/20 school year, girls attending secondary school can still join the HPV girls 
only programme with appointments offered in HSE mop up clinics.  It must be noted that vac-
cinated women and girls may still be at risk from other high risk types of HPV that can cause 
cervical cancer and will therefore need to continue to have regular cervical smear tests.

As you are aware, NIAC recommended that the HPV vaccine should also be given to boys.  
On foot of NIAC’s recommendation, my Department asked the Health Information and Quality 
Authority (HIQA) to undertake a health technology assessment (HTA) to establish the clinical 
and cost-effectiveness of extending the current immunisation programme, which offers HPV 
vaccination to all girls in their first year of second level education (generally 12 to 13 year olds), 
to a programme that also offers the vaccination to boys in their first year of secondary school.

HIQA completed the HTA in December 2018, recommending that the HPV immunisation 
programme be extended to include boys.  A policy decision was made to extend the HPV im-
munisation programme to include boys starting in September 2019 with the introduction of a 
9-valent HPV vaccine.  However, the HIQA report published in December 2018 did not recom-
mend an HPV catch-up programme for older boys for several reasons:

- Vaccinating boys in the first year of secondary school provides the best possible protection 
against HPV infection;

- Boys are already benefitting from the indirect herd protection provided by the girls’ HPV 
vaccination programme which started in 2010.

The ages at which vaccines are recommended in the immunisation schedule are chosen by 
NIAC in order to give each child the best possible protection against vaccine preventable dis-
eases.  As the HPV vaccine is preventative it is intended to be administered, if possible, before 
a person becomes sexually active, that is, before a person is first exposed to HPV infection.  
Therefore, the gender neutral HPV vaccination programme targets all girls and boys in first 
year of secondary school to provide maximum coverage.  All vaccines administered through the 
School Immunisation Programme are provided free of charge.

Extending the HPV vaccine to boys will also provide direct protection to boys against HPV-
related disease.  It also provides indirect herd protection to girls who have not been vaccinated.  
Another important factor includes the additional protection provided by a gender neutral pro-
gramme to vulnerable groups (for example, men who have sex with men) and the potential to 
improve the resilience of the immunisation programme to fluctuations in vaccine uptake and to 
the movement of individuals into and out of the country.

For older children who did not receive the vaccine as part of the School Immunisation Pro-
gramme the HPV vaccine can only be obtained privately from a GP.  If your child is 15 years 
of age or older they will require three doses of the HPV vaccine in order to be fully protected.  
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Those who have a medical card are eligible to have the vaccine administered free of charge by 
their GP.  However, the cost of purchasing the vaccine privately is not covered by the medical 
card.

My Department will continue to be guided by NIAC’s recommendations on any emerging 
evidence on this issue in the future.

17/09/2019WRN01900Hospital Staff Recruitment

17/09/2019WRN02000323. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health when a second endocrinologist 
will be appointed to University Hospital Waterford; the position regarding the recruitment pro-
cess for such an appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36969/19]

17/09/2019WRN02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

17/09/2019WRN02200Hospital Staff Recruitment

17/09/2019WRN02300324. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health when a diabetes nurse specialist 
will be appointed to University Hospital Waterford; the position regarding same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36970/19]

17/09/2019WRN02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

17/09/2019WRN02500Hospital Staff Recruitment

17/09/2019WRN02600325. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health when University Hospital Wa-
terford will be receiving more diabetes nurse specialists as per the recommendations of the 
National Survey of Diabetes Care Delivery in Acute Hospitals 2018; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [36971/19]

17/09/2019WRN02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

17/09/2019WRN02800Hospital Staff Recruitment

17/09/2019WRN02900326. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health when a diabetes dietitian will 
be appointed at University Hospital Waterford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36972/19]

17/09/2019WRN03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

17/09/2019WRN03100Hospital Appointments Status

17/09/2019WRN03200327. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for a person 
(details supplied) will be expedited. [36977/19]



17 September 2019

153

17/09/2019WRN03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/09/2019WRN03400Disability Support Services

17/09/2019WRN03500328. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of recruiting 
a minimum of 300 therapy staff for children’s services over the next four years; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36985/19]

17/09/2019WRN03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRN03700Transport Support Scheme

17/09/2019WRN03800329. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of establish-
ing the transport support scheme to replace the mobility allowance; if this is due to take place 
as part of budget 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36987/19]

17/09/2019WRN03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The clear 
instruction from Government is that eligibility criteria for a new Transport Support Pay-
ment scheme must focus on those with the greatest need who have the least resources available 
to them.  In order to make the eligibility criteria for the scheme very broad, opening up newer 
categories of eligibility the effects of which are difficult to estimate, would carry major bud-
getary implications.  Competing demands within the disability budget and elsewhere must be 
considered.

In line with the Government decision in 2013, persons who were in receipt of the Mobility 
Allowance at the time that the scheme closed have continued to receive the monthly payment.  
I can assure the Deputy of our efforts to find a solution which is fair, financially affordable and 
legally sound. 
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With regard to the Deputy’s reference to Budget 2020, as Minister for Disabilities it is not 
appropriate for me to comment on budgetary matters.

17/09/2019WRN04000Services for People with Disabilities

17/09/2019WRN04100330. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the amount refunded and or 
paid to date following a HSE audit of an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [36990/19]

17/09/2019WRN04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is committed to providing 
services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live independent 
lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance their 
ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives. This commitment 
is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guided by two principles: 
equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRN04300Hospital Appointments Delays

17/09/2019WRN04400331. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 364 of 25 June 2019, when a person (details supplied) will receive a date; the reason 
for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36994/19]

17/09/2019WRN04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/09/2019WRN04600Cross-Border Health Initiatives

17/09/2019WRN04700332. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the status of the cross-border 
health directive in view of reports that users of the initiative are facing delays to be refunded by 
the HSE; the measures under way to address these issues; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [37000/19]

17/09/2019WRN04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE is responsible for the operation 
of the Cross Border Directive and the management of the HSE Cross Border Directive (CBD) 
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office is an operational matter for the HSE.  Officials of my Department recently met with the 
HSE to discuss this matter and have requested the Executive to examine current resourcing of 
the CBD office, and to identify necessary actions to mitigate waiting times arising from current 
demands for the Scheme.  As the HSE have operational responsibility for the CBD office I have 
also referred the Deputies question to them for direct reply.

17/09/2019WRN04900HSE Staff Remuneration

17/09/2019WRN05000333. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to issues regarding a new payroll software in use by the HSE in respect of persons and 
various grades and or rank and or duty in which the software cannot calculate correctly and in a 
timely manner regular payments and overtime payments due to staff for hours worked (details 
supplied); the status of progress made by the HSE on addressing the various issues; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [37001/19]

17/09/2019WRN05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

17/09/2019WRN05200HSE Expenditure

17/09/2019WRN05300334. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the year to date expenditure in the 
HSE based on the accrual method of accounting; the budgeted year to date expenditure based 
on the same method; if an up-to-date table 1 from the briefing paper issued to the Oireachtas 
Select Committee on Budgetary Oversight on 9 July 2019 will be provided; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37011/19]

17/09/2019WRN05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE’s latest income and expendi-
ture position at 31 July 2019 shows a revenue deficit of €226m which represents 2.5% of the 
available budget for the same period, a significant improvement on the same period last year.  
The main drivers of the deficit are acute hospitals, disability services, pensions, State Claims, 
PCRS and overseas treatments.

July YTD Actual Spend vs YTD Budget

Division Annual Bud-
get

YTD Spend YTD Bud-
get

YTD Vari-
ance

YTD Vari-
ance

 €m €m €m €m %
Operation Ser-
vice Areas

     

Acute Opera-
tions

5,524.7 3,238.5 3,140.4 98.1 3.1%

      
Primary Care 
Division

1,136.2 635.9 647.8 (11.9) -1.8%

Mental Health 
Division

972.0 555.7 561.4 (5.7) -1.0%

Older Persons 
Services Divi-
sion

876.1 521.8 510.4 11.3 2.2%
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Division Annual Bud-
get

YTD Spend YTD Bud-
get

YTD Vari-
ance

YTD Vari-
ance

 €m €m €m €m %
Nursing Home 
Support Scheme

976.3 566.5 561.7 4.8 0.8%

Disability Ser-
vices

1,913.8 1,143.3 1,101.6 41.7 3.8%

Regional 17.7 12.9 10.1 2.8 27.9%
Community Ser-
vices Total 

5,892.2 3,435.9 3,392.9 43.0 1.3%

      
Other Op-
erations/Service 
Areas

707.5 354.6 365.3 (10.6) -2.9%

Total Operation 
Service Areas

12,124.4 7,029.0 6,898.5 130.5 1.9%

      
Pensions and 
Demand Led 
Services

     

Total Pensions 483.5 284.6 285.2 (0.6) -(0.0)
State Claims 
Agency

340.0 241.0 203.2 37.8 0.0

Primary Care 
Reimbursement 
Service

2,697.8 1,642.3 1,596.3 46.0 0.0

Local Demand 
Led Schemes

262.4 154.2 152.6 1.6 0.0

Treatment 
Abroad and 
Cross Border 
Healthcare

22.9 25.5 13.5 12.1 0.0

Eu Schemes: 
EHIC

14.2 6.7 8.3 (1.6) -(0.0)

Total Pensions 
& Demand Led 
Services

3,820.8 2,354.3 2,258.9 95.3 4.2%

Any risk of a significant deficit at the end of 2019 is a matter of concern for the Government. 
However, in general it is important that the service levels set out within the HSE’s National 
Service Plan are delivered within the allocation notified by the Minister. It is acknowledged that 
certain issues can arise in-year due to costs associated with decisions outside the HSE – such as 
increases associated with pay agreements or Labour Court rulings – or policy decisions such as 
the Governments establishment of an ex-Gratia scheme in respect of Cervical Check.  

The Department is working with the HSE to gain further clarity on the projected year end 
position and working to mitigate any deficit in so far as is possible, in co-operation with the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.
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17/09/2019WRN05500General Practitioner Training

17/09/2019WRN05600335. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of increasing 
the intake to the annual general practitioner training scheme to 240 places; the first and full year 
cost of same in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37013/19]

17/09/2019WRN05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As GP training is currently the responsibility 
of the Health Service Executive, I have arranged for this question to be referred to the Executive 
for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 336 answered with Question No. 322.

17/09/2019WRN05900Assisted Human Reproduction Services Expenditure

17/09/2019WRN06000337. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the status of plans to fund IVF 
treatment through the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37017/19]

17/09/2019WRN06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In October 2017, the Government approved 
the drafting of a bill on assisted human reproduction (AHR) and associated areas of research, 
based on the published General Scheme of the Assisted Human Reproduction Bill.  The Joint 
Oireachtas Committee on Health published the report of its review of the General Scheme on 
11 July 2019, as part of the pre-legislative scrutiny process, which began in January 2018. The 
Committee makes 11 main recommendations, which include proposals both related to broad 
policy objectives and more technical amendments.  Given the comprehensive scope of the leg-
islation and the ethical, legal and social issues which arise from AHR practices, it is anticipated 
that certain areas of the General Scheme will require further consideration and refinement dur-
ing the ongoing process of drafting the bill.  The Joint Committee’s Report and its recommen-
dations will be considered as part of this process.

Interlinked with the legislation, officials in my Department, in conjunction with the HSE, 
are developing a model of care for infertility and an associated public fund for AHR.  This work 
includes developing proposals on the allocation of the €1 million fund for use in relation to 
AHR which was announced in December 2018.

Accordingly, options in relation to the parameters of any potential public funding model, 
including what eligibility criteria may be included, are still under consideration, and an an-
nouncement will be forthcoming once the relevant decisions have been finalised.

It should be noted that while AHR treatment is not currently funded by the Irish Public 
Health Service, a defined list of fertility medicines needed for fertility treatment is covered 
under the High Tech Arrangements administered by the HSE.  Medicines covered by the High 
Tech Arrangements must be prescribed by a consultant/specialist and authorised for supply to 
the client’s nominated community pharmacy by the High Tech Hub managed by the Primary 
Care Reimbursement Service.  The cost of the medicines is then covered, as appropriate, un-
der the client’s eligibility, i.e., Medical Card or Drugs Payment Scheme.  I understand that the 
impact on the total cost of AHR treatment for individuals who avail of these schemes is not 
insignificant.

In addition, there is other support available in that patients who access IVF treatment pri-
vately may claim tax relief on the costs involved under the tax relief for medical expenses 
scheme.  

Overall, the development of a model of care for infertility will help to ensure the provision 
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of safe, effective and accessible services through the public health system as part of the full 
range of services available in obstetrics and gynaecology.

17/09/2019WRN06200Hospital Appointments Status

17/09/2019WRN06300338. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive a hospital appointment. [37037/19]

17/09/2019WRN06400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/09/2019WRN06500Hospital Appointments Status

17/09/2019WRN06600339. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if a hospital appointment for a 
person (details supplied) will be expedited; the status of their position on the waiting list; when 
the person will receive an appointment date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37038/19]

17/09/2019WRN06700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

  Question No. 340 answered with Question No. 322.

17/09/2019WRN06900Vaccination Programme
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17/09/2019WRN07000341. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health his plans for a catch-up 
vaccination programme for meningitis B for children that do not qualify for the current HSE 
programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37043/19]

17/09/2019WRN07100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Immunisation Advisory Com-
mittee (NIAC) is an independent committee of the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland com-
prising of experts from a wide range of specialties, including infectious diseases, paediatrics, 
and public health.  NIAC makes recommendations to my Department on vaccination policy in 
Ireland.  Its recommendations are based on the prevalence of the relevant disease in Ireland and 
international best practice in relation to immunisation.  NIAC continues to revise its recommen-
dations to allow for the introduction of new vaccines in Ireland and to keep abreast of changes 
in patterns of disease.  Therefore, the immunisation schedule will continue to be amended over 
time.  

On foot of a previous recommendation by NIAC, the Primary Childhood Immunisation 
Schedule was amended in 2016 to include the introduction of the Meningitis B vaccine for all 
babies born on or after 1 October 2016.  This change to the immunisation schedule took effect 
from 1 December 2016.  The first dose of the vaccine is administered to children when they 
reach two months of age; a second dose is administered at four months and a third and final dose 
at twelve months.  As Meningitis B disease is most common in babies under the age of 1 year 
old, the scheduling of the administration of the vaccine under the immunisation programme 
takes this into account.  

In Ireland, Men B; Men C; PCV and Hib vaccines are offered to young children to protect 
them against meningitis and septicaemia.   Ireland was the second country in Europe to make 
the Men B vaccine available free of charge as part of its national immunisation programme.  
All vaccines administered through the Primary Childhood Immunisation Schedule are provided 
free of charge.   

 There are no plans to introduce a catch-up programme for the Men B vaccine to be given 
to older children as NIAC has never recommended a catch up programme for children born 
before 1 October 2016.  However, parents may choose to have their older children vaccinated 
privately if they wish.  While the purchase of the vaccine itself is not covered by the medical 
card scheme, those who have a medical card are eligible to have the vaccine administered free 
of charge by their GP.

17/09/2019WRN07200Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

17/09/2019WRN07300342. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork will receive an electric wheelchair they have been measured for; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [37044/19]

17/09/2019WRN07400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRO00200Vaccination Programme

17/09/2019WRO00300343. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a HPV vaccine 
for a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37047/19]
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17/09/2019WRO00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): During the 2019/20 school year, girls attend-
ing secondary school can still join the HPV girls only programme.  By contacting your local 
HSE Health Office appointments will be offered to girls to receive the HPV vaccine in a HSE 
mop up clinic.  However, it must be noted that vaccinated girls may still be at risk from other 
high risk types of HPV that can cause cervical cancer and will therefore need to continue to 
have regular cervical smear tests.

17/09/2019WRO00500Hospital Staff Data

17/09/2019WRO00600344. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the staffing levels of each depart-
ment in Cavan General Hospital in the past five years; the patient numbers in each department 
in the hospital in the same period; the level of funding in each department in the hospital in the 
same period; his plans to reduce or change the level of service in departments in the hospital; 
and if there will be a fully operational trauma service in the hospital in the future. [37049/19]

17/09/2019WRO00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

17/09/2019WRO00800Health Services Data

17/09/2019WRO00900345. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the population of each commu-
nity health organisation by each local health office. [37050/19]

17/09/2019WRO01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

17/09/2019WRO01100Hospital Appointments Status

17/09/2019WRO01200346. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) is waiting on a heart operation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37066/19]

17/09/2019WRO01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/09/2019WRO01400Hospital Appointments Status
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17/09/2019WRO01500347. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive a date for surgery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37070/19]

17/09/2019WRO01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/09/2019WRO01700Pharmacy Services

17/09/2019WRO01800348. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when he will examine extending 
pharmacy services in view of the fact a commitment given in the programme for partnership 
Government to extend pharmacy services which was reiterated by him in May 2019 has not 
been delivered to date. [37071/19]

17/09/2019WRO01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Programme for a Partnership Govern-
ment contains a commitment to expand the role of community pharmacy in managing patient 
health, and this is an issue I intend to progress.

Work has been done in recent years on wider healthcare roles for pharmacies, including the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland’s Future Pharmacy report, concerning expansion of profes-
sional pharmacy practice. It is clear from this and other work that there is potential to increase 
the range of both private and publicly funded health services delivered through community 
pharmacy. Important new services, in influenza vaccination and emergency contraception, have 
already been introduced.

To be funded by the taxpayer, new public health services in community pharmacy, as else-
where, should improve health outcomes and provide value for money and benefits for patients. 
Any new or transferred services should be based on sound evidence, with matching improve-
ments in governance and administration.

I met with the Irish Pharmacy Union (IPU) earlier this year and I attended their conference 
in Galway and these and other issues were discussed in both forums. It is my intention that fur-
ther consultation will be carried out in 2019.

17/09/2019WRO02000Pharmacy Services

17/09/2019WRO02100349. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when negotiations will commence 
on a new pharmacy contract. [37075/19]

17/09/2019WRO02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Officials in my Department will engage in a 
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consultation on fees with the Irish Pharmacy Union in the autumn, to allow for the continuation 
of a statutory basis for the payment of fees from 2020 onward.

It is my intention to commence a broader discussion on contractual and service arrange-
ments following this in 2020.

17/09/2019WRO02300Hospital Staff Recruitment

17/09/2019WRO02400350. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health when additional staff will be 
recruited at a community hospital (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37076/19]

17/09/2019WRO02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/09/2019WRO02600Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

17/09/2019WRO02700351. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 239 of 10 July 2019, if capital funding has been approved for the project; when tenders 
will be invited; when construction will commence and terminate; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37090/19]

17/09/2019WRO02800352. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 240 of 10 July 2019, if capital funding has been approved for the project; when tenders 
will be invited; when construction will commence and terminate; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37091/19]

17/09/2019WRO02900399. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 239 of 10 July 2019, if capital funding has been approved for the project; when tenders 
will be invited; when construction will commence and finish; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37306/19]

17/09/2019WRO03000400. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 240 of 10 July 2019, if capital funding has been approved for the project; when tenders 
will be invited; when construction will commence and finish; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37307/19]

17/09/2019WRO03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 351, 352, 
399 and 400 together.

The Health Service Executive recently published its Capital Plan for 2019-2021 outlining 
250 projects to be progressed over the three-year period.

The Capital Plan includes a number of projects at Naas General Hospital, including the 
development of new units for endoscopy, day procedures, physical medicine and oncology, for 
which planning permission has been granted.

The Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery of public healthcare infra-
structure projects and has advised that this project is anticipated to go to tender in 2020, with 
construction expected to commence in 2021 for completion in late 2022
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The Capital Plan also includes a new acute mental health unit, for which the design team 
been appointed and the design is being progressed with a view to making an application for 
planning permission in the first half of 2020.

It is important to note that all proposals must progress through a number of approval stages, 
in line with the Public Spending Code. The final decision to proceed with the construction of a 
project cannot be made until the tender process has been completed and the costings reviewed 
to ensure that the proposal delivers value for money and remains affordable, and that sufficient 
funding is available to fund the project to completion, including equipping and commissioning 
costs.

The delivery of capital projects is a dynamic process and is subject to the successful comple-
tion of the various approval stages, which can impact on the timeline for delivery.  

The HSE actively manages the capital programme in order to ensure it has flexibility to 
progress as many projects as possible within the available funding, particularly in the event of 
any project not progressing as anticipated. 

  Question No. 353 answered with Question No. 322.

17/09/2019WRO03400Hospital Appointments Status

17/09/2019WRO03500354. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment for pain management; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [37106/19]

17/09/2019WRO03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/09/2019WRO03700Home Care Packages Administration

17/09/2019WRO03800355. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Questions Nos. 395, 396, 706 and 707 of 11 June 2019, when a reply will issue from the HSE. 
[37112/19]

17/09/2019WRO03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I wish to advise the 
that Health Service Executive replied to the Deputy on the 26th June 2019 in relation to these 
PQ’s
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17/09/2019WRO04000Nursing Staff Recruitment

17/09/2019WRO04100356. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health the reason the commitment given 
in May 2018 at a conference (details supplied) that all graduating nurses and midwifes would 
be offered jobs in the public health services is not being honoured; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37115/19]

17/09/2019WRO04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): With regards to the retention of our gradu-
ate nurses, my position has not changed.  Every graduate nurse and midwife should be offered 
a position in the Irish health service.  This needs to be done in the context of the overall HSE 
recruitment budget.   

The HSE have advised that while there is no national recruitment embargo or moratorium 
in place, there is a priority requirement for them to maintain, or get to, an affordable staffing 
level that is sustainable in 2019 and 2020, while also prioritising the delivery of safe services.   

All hospitals are currently in the process of making every effort to retain graduates through 
funded vacancies, service development posts, agency displacement and through anticipated 
rates of attrition.

17/09/2019WRO04300Hospital Appointments Status

17/09/2019WRO04400357. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37116/19]

17/09/2019WRO04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/09/2019WRO04600Hospital Appointments Status

17/09/2019WRO04700358. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37117/19]

17/09/2019WRO04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

  Question No. 359 answered with Question No. 322.

17/09/2019WRO05000Home Help Service Data

17/09/2019WRO05100360. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
home help support; and the number awaiting additional support at the latest available date in 
counties Donegal, Sligo, Leitrim and Roscommon. [37123/19]

17/09/2019WRO05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/09/2019WRO05300Services for People with Disabilities

17/09/2019WRO05400361. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health if staffing allocations have 
been filled in a school (details supplied). [37124/19]

17/09/2019WRO05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRO05600Rehabilitation Training Allowance Payments

17/09/2019WRO05700362. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if the decision by the HSE to 
abolish the rehabilitation training allowance from 1 September 2019 for persons with disabili-
ties applying to do a rehabilitative training programme in 2019 can be reversed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37125/19]

17/09/2019WRO05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): This Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  The commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
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which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The payment of the Rehabilitative Training (RT) Bonus came into place on the transition 
of Rehabilitative / Training Programmes to the HSE following the dissolution of the National 
Rehabilitation Board in June 2000. 

The decision to phase out the Rehabilitative Training (RT) Bonus payment is designed 
to bring equity and consistency between people with a disability attending HSE funded rehabil-
itative training programmes who receive the payment, and those attending similar HSE funded 
Day Services or in other State schemes such as further education and training, who do not.  

This action will ensure all HSE funded Day Services are provided on an equitable basis and 
will also ensure that the use of finite resources is maximised. 

The Rehabilitative Training (RT) Bonus Payment is a historical payment, introduced in July 
2001, aligned with a similar FÁS Training Bonus. However, during 2011 the FÁS Training Bo-
nus was reduced to €20.00 and then eliminated the following year while to date the RT Bonus 
Payment has continued to be paid in the Health Sector  

It is worth remembering that:

- There is no cut in the number of RT places available

- There is no cut in payment of the bonus - those who have it will continue to receive it for 
the remainder of their RT Placement

- All participants continue to be eligible for Disability Allowance of €203 per week

- All participants continue to be eligible for a free travel pass

- No expectation of an additional RT bonus payment has been created by HSE for 2019     
participants

The redirected funding (€3.7 m over 4 years), which will be ring-fenced, will facilitate 148 
full day placements or 370 enhanced day places nationally based on priority need.   

Each CHO will have the flexibility to redirect its own savings to address local service re-
quirements. The HSE will put in place a monitoring system and regularly report the additional 
placements realised to the Department of Health. 

17/09/2019WRO05900Hospital Appointments Status

17/09/2019WRO06000363. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the case a person (details supplied) who needs surgery; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37127/19]

17/09/2019WRO06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
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been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/09/2019WRO06200Hospital Appointments Status

17/09/2019WRO06300364. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) has to wait six months for a procedure under paediatrics; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37130/19]

17/09/2019WRO06400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/09/2019WRO06500Medicinal Products Availability

17/09/2019WRO06600365. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the case of a person (details supplied) who was declined a six month supply of medication; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37131/19]

17/09/2019WRO06700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has opera-
tional responsibility for medicines reimbursement, thus the matter has been referred to the HSE 
for their attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRO06800Hospital Appointments Status

17/09/2019WRO06900366. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37134/19]

17/09/2019WRO07000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/09/2019WRO07100Hospital Services

17/09/2019WRO07200367. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of neu-
rological services at a hospital (details supplied); the services being offered there; if there are 
plans to cut services from the hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37143/19]

17/09/2019WRO07300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

17/09/2019WRP00200Hospital Equipment

17/09/2019WRP00300368. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the retention 
of an MRI scanner at Midland Regional Hospital, Tullamore, referred to in the capital plan; and 
the number of staff required to operate the service. [37150/19]

17/09/2019WRP00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

17/09/2019WRP00500Hospital Staff Recruitment

17/09/2019WRP00600369. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of staff recruited to 
date to operate an MRI scanner at Midland Regional Hospital, Tullamore. [37151/19]

17/09/2019WRP00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

17/09/2019WRP00800Hospital Staff

17/09/2019WRP00900370. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
difficulties regarding the lack of key staff to operate an MRI scanner at Midland Regional Hos-
pital, Tullamore; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37152/19]

17/09/2019WRP01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

17/09/2019WRP01100Hospital Appointments Status

17/09/2019WRP01200371. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for a 
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child (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37161/19]

17/09/2019WRP01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/09/2019WRP01400Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

17/09/2019WRP01500372. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the timelines for the extension 
in Fermoy Community Hospital in view of the fact that it was included in the HSE Capital Plan 
2019; and the details of the planned extension. [37162/19]

17/09/2019WRP01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health  Service Executive recently pub-
lished its Capital Plan for 2019-2021 outlining  250 projects to be progressed over the three-
year period. 

The  Capital Plan provides for €220m capital funding to the Community Nursing Unit  pro-
gramme over the period 2019 to 2021 and also sets out the current status of  all projects within 
the programme, including St. Patrick’s Community Hospital,  Fermoy. 

The Health Service  Executive is responsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastruc-
ture  projects and has advised that a design team has  been appointed to the project, which is 
expected to have 72 beds, and planning has been granted for the  project since August 2019. The 
project is currently advancing  through acceptance of statutory conditions and detailed design. 
It is anticipated that construction could  commence in mid 2020 and the project is  expected to 
be completed by the end of 2021. 

It is important to  note that all proposals must progress through a number of approval stages, 
in  line with the Public Spending Code, which can impact on the timeline for  delivery.

17/09/2019WRP01700Hospital Services

17/09/2019WRP01800373. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the status of the HSE proposals 
with respect to the future of Lifford Community Hospital post-2021; if health services offered at 
the facility will be preserved as part of plans to redevelop the unit; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37166/19]

17/09/2019WRP01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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17/09/2019WRP02000Home Help Service Provision

17/09/2019WRP02100374. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of replacement home 
help hours for a person (details supplied). [37173/19]

17/09/2019WRP02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/09/2019WRP02300HSE Staff Recruitment

17/09/2019WRP02400375. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health when a position (details 
supplied) will be filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37175/19]

17/09/2019WRP02500376. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health when the embargo on 
recruitment in CHO9 Dublin north will be lifted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37176/19]

17/09/2019WRP02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 375 and 
376 together.

I am advised by the HSE that while there is no recruitment embargo or moratorium, there is 
a priority requirement for all HSE services to maintain, or get to, an affordable staffing level that 
is sustainable in 2019 and 2020, while also prioritising the delivery of safe services.   

In light of this, the HSE advise that they have introduced control measures relating to staff-
ing and recruitment to ensure that they live within the available resources provided to them.  
This does mean that in some Hospital Groups and Community Healthcare Organisations non-
critical replacement posts will be paused. The preference is for these controls to remain in place 
for as short a period as necessary, with on-going review until there is satisfactory evidence of 
traction and delivery of balanced financial plans from Hospital Groups and CHO’s.

The HSE report that there is on-going capacity for recruitment of newly funded posts and 
replacement of critical clinical posts within frontline services throughout this period.

With regard to CHO9 Dublin North specifically and the Occupational Therapy post the Dep-
uty is enquiring about, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy in this matter. 

17/09/2019WRP02800Medicinal Products Supply

17/09/2019WRP02900377. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 390 of 9 July 2019, the updated position regarding the provision of duodopa for peritoneal 
dialysis patients in view of the fact that the health technology assessment process has been com-
pleted by the NCPE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37182/19]

17/09/2019WRP03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines, in accordance with the provisions of the 
Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013; therefore, the matter has been referred 
to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRP03100Medical Aids and Appliances Provision
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17/09/2019WRP03200378. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hearing aid 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37186/19]

17/09/2019WRP03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRP03400Primary Care Centres Provision

17/09/2019WRP03500379. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the provi-
sion of a primary care centre in Rathmore, County Kerry; his plans to prioritise the provision 
of this service as a permanent location for general practitioner services; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37188/19]

17/09/2019WRP03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRP03700Community Development Projects Funding

17/09/2019WRP03800380. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if funding will be provided to 
an organisation (details supplied) to support its work in the community; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37189/19]

17/09/2019WRP03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/09/2019WRP04000Nursing Homes Support Scheme Administration

17/09/2019WRP04100381. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Health his plans to deal with the 
growing waiting lists and the pressures upon families, hospitals and community care nationally 
due to delays in accessing fair deal and transitional care funding support; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37194/19]

17/09/2019WRP04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Nursing Homes 
Support Scheme, commonly referred to as Fair Deal, is a system of financial support for people 
who require long-term residential care. Participants contribute to the cost of their care accord-
ing to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost.

As outlined in the HSE’s National Service Plan for 2019, the NHSS is expected to support 
23,042 people in 2019. The NHSS budget for 2019 is €985.8m which is an increase of €24.3m 
over its 2018 budget.

The HSE has noted that the number of residents in nursing homes whom are supported by 
the NHSS is ahead of forecast for the year to date. The latest available performance reports in-
dicate that there are 23,236 people supported in the Scheme at the end of July this year. This is 
significantly more people than forecast and this creates a challenge. The HSE has also advised 
that the cost of care continues to rise and the average weekly cost per bed is higher in 2019 than 
anticipated.
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Having regard to the available budget and the demand for support, the HSE releases fund-
ing in a managed way to ensure that the operation of the NHSS remains within the budgetary 
allocation. To manage the available funds throughout the year, a national placement list for the 
release of funding is operated by the HSE, to enable it to operate within budget. Funding is-
sues to applicants in chronological order, to ensure equity nationally. Approved applicants are 
placed on the national placement list in order of their approval date and funding is released to 
applicants in order of their place on this list. The length of time spent on the placement list de-
pends on the number of applicants currently receiving financial support and the number of new 
applications. Where demand is higher, the time spent on the waiting list may increase having 
regard for the prudent management of the Scheme’s budget.

My Department and the HSE are working to ensure that the resources that are available are 
deployed in the most effective way possible and deliver the best outcomes for older people, 
and are also engaging extensively with the HSE in the context of planning for winter, including 
consideration of the response to dealing with the current challenges such as the high-level of 
delayed transfers of care. While this engagement continues the HSE has been authorised to un-
dertake immediate action to mitigate the challenges. Engagement will continue over the coming 
weeks having regard to the Estimates 2020 process.

Delayed Transfers of Care continue to represent a significant challenge to the Health Service 
as a whole, and for some hospital patients their ultimate destination will be into transitional 
care or long term residential care supported by the NHSS. However, there are a number of chal-
lenges apart from those related to the NHSS, that lead to delayed transfers of care. The Delayed 
Discharges Implementation Group has been established to address these challenges through the 
implementation of the recommendations emanating from the Report of the Independent Expert 
Review of Delayed Discharges.

17/09/2019WRP04300Hospital Appointments Status

17/09/2019WRP04400382. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37196/19]

17/09/2019WRP04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/09/2019WRP04600Hospital Appointments Administration

17/09/2019WRP04700383. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an operation will be rescheduled 
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for a person (details supplied). [37200/19]

17/09/2019WRP04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/09/2019WRP04900Rehabilitation Training Allowance Payments

17/09/2019WRP05000384. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health his plans to reinstate 
the rehabilitative training allowance for new students; if not, the reason therefor; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37214/19]

17/09/2019WRP05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): This Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  The commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The payment of the Rehabilitative Training (RT) Bonus came into place on the transition 
of Rehabilitative / Training Programmes to the HSE following the dissolution of the National 
Rehabilitation Board in June 2000. 

The decision to phase out the Rehabilitative Training (RT) Bonus payment is designed 
to bring equity and consistency between people with a disability attending HSE funded rehabil-
itative training programmes who receive the payment, and those attending similar HSE funded 
Day Services or in other State schemes such as further education and training, who do not.  

This action will ensure all HSE funded Day Services are provided on an equitable basis and 
will also ensure that the use of finite resources is maximised. 

The Rehabilitative Training (RT) Bonus Payment is a historical payment, introduced in July 
2001, aligned with a similar FÁS Training Bonus. However, during 2011 the FÁS Training Bo-
nus was reduced to €20.00 and then eliminated the following year while to date the RT Bonus 
Payment has continued to be paid in the Health Sector  

It is worth remembering that: 

- There is no cut in the number of RT places available

- There is no cut in payment of the bonus - those who have it will continue to receive it for 
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the remainder of their RT Placement

- All participants continue to be eligible for Disability Allowance of €203 per week

- All participants continue to be eligible for a free travel pass

- No expectation of an additional RT bonus payment has been created by HSE for 2019     
participants

The redirected funding (€3.7 m over 4 years), which will be ring-fenced, will facilitate 148 
full day placements or 370 enhanced day places nationally based on priority need.   

Each CHO will have the flexibility to redirect its own savings to address local service re-
quirements. The HSE will put in place a monitoring system and regularly report the additional 
placements realised to the Department of Health

17/09/2019WRP05200Hospital Waiting Lists

17/09/2019WRP05300385. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive a hospital appointment. [37225/19]

17/09/2019WRP05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/09/2019WRP05500Health Services Provision

17/09/2019WRP05600386. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the way in which he plans to 
introduce free contraception as recommended by the Joint Oireachtas Committee on the Eighth 
Amendment of the Constitution; if models in other countries are being reviewed to ensure that 
choice is maintained; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37226/19]

17/09/2019WRP05700387. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if general practitioners have 
been consulted regarding the model that is being considered and the process that is being se-
lected on the way in which free contraception is introduced; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [37227/19]

17/09/2019WRP05800388. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if an organisation (details sup-
plied) is on the group that he set up to discuss free contraception becoming available; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [37228/19]
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17/09/2019WRP05900389. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if training of health personnel 
will be included in the free contraception scheme once it is introduced; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37229/19]

17/09/2019WRP06000390. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the way in which he is ensur-
ing that the free contraception regime that he plans to introduce will protect the human rights 
principles of non-discrimination and informed decision making for all women on their contra-
ception of choice including the most recent up-to-date options; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37230/19]

17/09/2019WRP06100391. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if the free contraception scheme 
he plans to introduce will be limited to the oral contraceptive pill and condoms; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37231/19]

17/09/2019WRP06200392. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the way in which general prac-
titioners and pharmacists will co-operate professionally when the new contraception scheme is 
introduced; if pharmacists will have the powers to prescribe; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [37232/19]

17/09/2019WRP06300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 386 to 392, 
inclusive, together.

A Working Group was established in April 2019 to consider the range of policy, regulatory 
and legislative issues arising in relation to improving access to contraception. The Group was 
established as an internal Working Group and consists of officials from relevant policy areas 
within the Department of Health.  

The Group is working to the following Terms of Reference:   

- To conduct a rapid review of national and international literature on contraception and as-
sociated issues;

- To specifically examine the extent to which cost is a barrier to accessing reliable methods 
of contraception in Ireland and to consider whether there are other factors influencing access to 
contraception that could be addressed; 

- To examine mechanisms to address any access issues identified, including financial, legis-
lative, regulatory and contractual issues, as well as any other relevant matters; 

- To consult with relevant stakeholders; and 

- To make recommendations to the Minister on the optimal policy options and next steps. 

These ToR have enabled the Group to consider the different issues raised by the Deputy, 
including considerations about the cost and efficacy of different contraceptive methods; the im-
portance of informed decision-making; international comparators; and the potential role of and 
training requirements for healthcare professionals. 

A   public consultation exercise was conducted in July-August, and meetings have been held 
with various stakeholders, including the Irish Family Planning Association.   A meeting with 
the Irish College of General Practitioners has also been scheduled.       

The Group is continuing its deliberations and intends to report to the Minister shortly.

17/09/2019WRQ00200Tattooing and Body Piercing Regulation
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17/09/2019WRQ00300393. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 1264 of 6 September 2019, the number of investigations carried out in premises or busi-
nesses carrying out the business of tattooing and-or body piercing in each of the years 2010 to 
2018 and to date in 2019, by CHO area in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37234/19]

17/09/2019WRQ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this PQ refers to a service issue, I have 
referred it to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRQ00500Services for People with Disabilities

17/09/2019WRQ00600394. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health if the provision of emergency 
residential places in the HSE CHO Dublin north city and county area will be funded for the 
remainder of the year to meet the needs of the area (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37235/19]

17/09/2019WRQ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is committed to providing 
services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live independent 
lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance their 
ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment 
is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guided by two principles: 
equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRQ00800Ministerial Correspondence

17/09/2019WRQ00900395. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he received letters of con-
cern regarding genetic testing from geneticists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37241/19]

17/09/2019WRQ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As Minister for Health, I receive a signifi-
cant amount of correspondence from public representatives, the general public and indeed from 
health professionals which, in the normal way, is dealt with by my officials.  In that context, any 
issues of concern, which may have been raised by any particular geneticist, would have been 
dealt with as appropriate.

17/09/2019WRQ01100Abortion Legislation

17/09/2019WRQ01200396. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he received copies of inde-
pendent guidelines for the termination of pregnancy under the specific grounds permitted under 
the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 from organisations (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37242/19]

17/09/2019WRQ01300397. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he received copies of inde-
pendent guidelines for the termination of pregnancy under the specific grounds permitted under 
the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 particularly as it applies in sec-
tion 11 from an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37243/19]
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17/09/2019WRQ01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 396 and 
397 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, a number of clinical guidance documents on termination of 
pregnancy have been developed and published by medical colleges to assist in the provision of 
services under the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018.  My Department 
provided financial support to ensure that clinical guidelines for medical professionals operating 
the termination of pregnancy service were put in place at the earliest opportunity.   

The Irish College of General Practitioners issued ‘Interim Clinical Support for Termina-
tion of Pregnancy in General Practice’ in December 2018, while Interim Clinical Guidance 
documents were published in January 2019 by the RCSI Institute of Obstetricians and Gynae-
cologists (IOG) on ‘Termination of pregnancy under 12 weeks’ and on the ‘Pathway for man-
agement of fatal fetal anomalies and/or life-limiting conditions diagnosed during pregnancy: 
Termination of pregnancy’.  Interim Clinical Guidance on cases where there is a risk to the life 
or health of a pregnant woman was published by the RCSI IOG in May 2019.  

I have received copies of each of the Clinical Guidance documents.

17/09/2019WRQ01600Rehabilitation Training Allowance Payments

17/09/2019WRQ01700398. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the reason the weekly training al-
lowance of €31.80 for new entrants to rehabilitative training courses which is normally paid by 
the HSE has been removed (details supplied); when the allowance will be reinstated; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [37275/19]

17/09/2019WRQ01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): This Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  The commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The payment of the Rehabilitative Training (RT) Bonus came into place on the transition 
of Rehabilitative / Training Programmes to the HSE following the dissolution of the National 
Rehabilitation Board in June 2000. 

The decision to phase out the Rehabilitative Training (RT) Bonus payment is designed 
to bring equity and consistency between people with a disability attending HSE funded rehabil-
itative training programmes who receive the payment, and those attending similar HSE funded 
Day Services or in other State schemes such as further education and training, who do not.  

This action will ensure all HSE funded Day Services are provided on an equitable basis and 
will also ensure that the use of finite resources is maximised. 

The Rehabilitative Training (RT) Bonus Payment is a historical payment, introduced in July 
2001, aligned with a similar FÁS Training Bonus. However, during 2011 the FÁS Training Bo-
nus was reduced to €20.00 and then eliminated the following year while to date the RT Bonus 
Payment has continued to be paid in the Health Sector  

It is worth remembering that: 

- There is no cut in the number of RT places available
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- There is no cut in payment of the bonus - those who have it will continue to receive it for 
the remainder of their RT Placement

- All participants continue to be eligible for Disability Allowance of €203 per week

- All participants continue to be eligible for a free travel pass

- No expectation of an additional RT bonus payment has been created by HSE for 2019 par-
ticipants

The redirected funding (€3.7 m over 4 years), which will be ring-fenced, will facilitate 148 
full day placements or 370 enhanced day places nationally based on priority need.   

Each CHO will have the flexibility to redirect its own savings to address local service re-
quirements. The HSE will put in place a monitoring system and regularly report the additional 
placements realised to the Department of Health.

  Questions Nos. 399 and 400 answered with Question No. 351.

17/09/2019WRQ02100Disabilities Assessments

17/09/2019WRQ02200401. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of applica-
tions for assessments of needs under the Disability Act 2005 in which a referral was made by 
the assessment officer under section 8(3) of the Act to the National Council of Special Educa-
tion by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37309/19]

17/09/2019WRQ02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRQ02400Home Help Service Provision

17/09/2019WRQ02500402. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health if additional home help hours will 
be provided for a person (details supplied). [37313/19]

17/09/2019WRQ02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/09/2019WRQ02700Mental Health Services Provision

17/09/2019WRQ02800403. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the position regarding services for 
a person (details supplied). [37315/19]
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17/09/2019WRQ02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/09/2019WRQ03000Medical Aids and Appliances Applications

17/09/2019WRQ03100404. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) can 
avail of compression stockings via a medical card. [37325/19]

17/09/2019WRQ03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRQ03300Services for People with Disabilities

17/09/2019WRQ03400405. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if home help hours or a care 
plan will be put in place for a person (details supplied); if hours can be allocated under the home 
support scheme as a matter of urgency; and if the matter will be expedited. [37332/19]

17/09/2019WRQ03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.   

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRQ03600Services for People with Disabilities

17/09/2019WRQ03700406. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if appropriate home sup-
ports and a care plan will be put in place for a person (details supplied); and if the matter will 
be expedited. [37335/19]

17/09/2019WRQ03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.   

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRQ03900Hospital Discharges

17/09/2019WRQ04000407. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the process of discharge 
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from a hospital in Kilkenny relative to the case of a person (details supplied); if a discharge 
plan was agreed with their family; if home support hours or a care plan are in place during the 
long periods of time each day that they are alone at home; if the HSE considers this to be a safe 
discharge from a hospital setting to a house; if immediate intervention will be approved by the 
HSE to deal with this case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37337/19]

17/09/2019WRQ04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

17/09/2019WRQ04200Services for People with Disabilities

17/09/2019WRQ04300408. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if one-to-one support will be 
granted in the case of a person (details supplied); and if the application for funding submitted 
in April 2019 will be expedited and approved. [37341/19]

17/09/2019WRQ04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.   

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRQ04500Stroke Care

17/09/2019WRQ04600409. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 409 of 9 July 2019, the full suite of rehabilitation services available to stroke 
victims in counties Carlow and Kilkenny; if speech therapy is one of the services available; if 
there is a waiting list for each service; if so, the number of stroke victims on each list; if there 
are gaps in the services; if so, the way in which each is being addressed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37342/19]

17/09/2019WRQ04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRQ04800Paediatric Services

17/09/2019WRQ04900410. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the reason there are no pri-
mary care paediatric services in County Kilkenny; if children referred to this service can be 
seen in another county or a location in which the service exists; if in the event of the service 
continuing to be unavailable through the HSE, he will provide funding for the children to be 
seen privately; if the referral of a person (details supplied) will be dealt with as a matter of ur-
gency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37346/19]

17/09/2019WRQ05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.
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17/09/2019WRQ05100Home Help Service Provision

17/09/2019WRQ05200411. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if the home support hours of 
five per week will be restored in the case of persons (details supplied); if the case of both chil-
dren will be reviewed and the hours increased; his views in relation to the policy of cutbacks in 
this area; the way in which he plans to restore funding to a level that meets the demands of the 
sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37348/19]

17/09/2019WRQ05300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.   

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRQ05400Nursing Homes Support Scheme Eligibility

17/09/2019WRQ05500412. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if funding will be provided 
for the purpose of accommodation and care for a person (details supplied); if a response will be 
expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37349/19]

17/09/2019WRQ05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is committed to providing 
services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live independent 
lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance their 
ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment 
is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guided by two principles: 
equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with disabilities.   

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRQ05700Home Help Service Provision

17/09/2019WRQ05800413. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if home help hours or a care 
plan will be put in place for a person (details supplied); the action being taken to recruit staff to 
address this need; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37350/19]

17/09/2019WRQ05900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/09/2019WRQ06000Occupational Therapy Provision

17/09/2019WRQ06100414. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the action being taken to 
provide occupational therapy services for a person (details supplied); and if the matter will be 
expedited in view of the urgency of the case. [37351/19]



Questions - Written Answers

182

17/09/2019WRQ06200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.   

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRQ06300HSE Staff

17/09/2019WRQ06400415. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the reason the pension in-
formation relative to each employee of a centre (details supplied) has not been made available 
to them; if the national pensions management section of the HSE will ensure that all pension 
details are given to each employee; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37354/19]

17/09/2019WRQ06500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

17/09/2019WRQ06600Newborn Screening Cards

17/09/2019WRQ06700416. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 907 of 6 September 2019, the options being considered regarding the archive of 
bloodspot screening cards retained without permission from 1984 to 2011; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37356/19]

17/09/2019WRQ06800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am considering whether to reaffirm the de-
cision originally agreed with the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner (ODPC), the HSE 
and the Department of Health in 2011 for the disposal of the Newborn Screening Card (NSC) 
Archive (1984-July 2011). 

A decision in relation to this topic is well advanced and I expect this to be finalised in the 
coming months.

17/09/2019WRQ06900Medical Card Applications

17/09/2019WRQ07000417. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) was refused a medical card in view of the various medical conditions in the case; if the 
decision in this case will be reviewed taking into account the medical reports and prescription 
costs provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37357/19]

17/09/2019WRQ07100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy

17/09/2019WRR00200HSE Staff Remuneration

17/09/2019WRR00300418. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
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supplied) is being left short four years in their pension benefit calculation; and if a review of 
their entitlements will be expedited. [37392/19]

17/09/2019WRR00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

17/09/2019WRR00500Disabilities Assessments

17/09/2019WRR00600419. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork will be called for an assessment of needs at a location. [37393/19]

17/09/2019WRR00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.   

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRR00800Services for People with Disabilities

17/09/2019WRR00900420. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of children on a 
waiting list for the HSE Galway and Roscommon autism services to date in 2019, in tabular 
form; the average length of waiting periods; the numbers waiting in excess of 3, 6, 12 and 18 
months respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37400/19]

17/09/2019WRR01000421. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to ad-
dress the lengthy waiting periods for children to access services through the HSE Galway and 
Roscommon autism services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37401/19]

17/09/2019WRR01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 420 and 421 together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.   

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRR01300Hospital Appointments Administration

17/09/2019WRR01400422. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if an outpatient appointment 
will be expedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[37411/19]

17/09/2019WRR01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/09/2019WRR01600Hospital Waiting Lists

17/09/2019WRR01700423. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he has received communi-
cation from the family of a person (details supplied) who is waiting for surgery; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37424/19]

17/09/2019WRR01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual. 

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, I have asked the HSE, who are looking into this 
matter, to respond directly to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRR01900Services for People with Disabilities

17/09/2019WRR02000424. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
regarding the disability sector (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37427/19]

17/09/2019WRR02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
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people with disabilities.   

Significant resources have been invested by the health sector in disability services over the 
past number of years. In 2019, the Health Service Executive allocated funding of €1.9 billion to 
its Disability Services Programme. This has supported the delivery of targeted improvements 
in a number of priority areas. For example, an additional €12 million was allocated this year 
for the provision of services for 1,500 young people leaving school and rehabilitative training 
in 2019 and funding has been provided for 100 additional therapy posts in 2019 in children’s 
disability services.  Dedicated capital funding of €100m for disability services over the period 
2016–2021, together with the establishment of a Service Reform Fund, will support the phased 
transition to person-centred models of services and supports.  

The Deputy may be aware that my colleague, the Minister for Health, and I brought a Mem-
orandum to Government on proposals for a new Transport Support Payment Scheme.  Follow-
ing consideration of the matter, it was decided to withdraw the Memorandum from the Cabinet 
Agenda at that time.  We intend to revert to Government in due course with revised proposals 
to reflect the discussions at that Cabinet meeting and further discussions between myself and 
Minister Harris, on the best way to progress the Transport Support Payment Scheme. 

The level of funding available for Departments next year is being considered as part of 
the national Estimates and budgetary process for 2020 which is currently underway. Pending 
completion of this process it is not appropriate for me to comment further at this stage.

17/09/2019WRR02200Disability Support Services

17/09/2019WRR02300425. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the action he is taking to 
resolve the issues being experienced by the employees of a centre (details supplied) relative 
to decongregation and their redeployment; if he will approve a redundancy package in cases 
in which alternative employment cannot be found within the HSE; if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that for a considerable length of time and through no fault of their own some 
employees turn up for work but do not have work to do; his views on the fact that management 
in the HSE are prepared to accept such poor value for taxpayers money; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37438/19]

17/09/2019WRR02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Report 
“Time to Move on from Congregated Settings – A Strategy for Community Inclusion” proposes 
a new model of support in the community moving people from Congregated settings to the 
community in line with Government policy. The Report identified around 4000 people (based 
on 2008 census) with disabilities in Ireland living in congregated settings, defined as a residen-
tial setting where people live with ten or more people.  

The Programme for Partnership Government contains a commitment to continue to move 
people with disabilities out of congregated settings, to enable them to live independently and to 
be included in the community.  The objective is to reduce this figure by one-third by 2021 and 
ultimately, to eliminate all congregated settings.

The HSE has prioritised the transition of a further 160 people from congregated settings in 
2019 under its Service Plan. 

The HSE is responsible for leading out on the recommendations of “Time to Move on from 
Congregated Settings - A Strategy for Community Inclusion”. In this regard, I have arranged for 
the question to be referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy
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17/09/2019WRR02500Health Services Staff Recruitment

17/09/2019WRR02600426. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Health if funding for a further po-
diatrist in County Wexford will be made available to support persons with diabetes; if his at-
tention has been drawn to the fact that there is only one senior podiatrist based in St. John’s 
Hospital that is servicing the whole of the county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37449/19]

17/09/2019WRR02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRR02800Capital Expenditure Programme

17/09/2019WRR02900427. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the projected increase in the 
gross capital expenditure ceiling applying to his Department in 2020 over 2019; and the proj-
ects this increase has been earmarked for. [37455/19]

17/09/2019WRR03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health capital allocation in 2019 is now 
€742m, including the additional capital funding of €75m provided by the Government in the 
context of the increased costs of the new Children’s Hospital project. 

The capital allocation for 2020 is €774m, as notified in the context of Budget 2019.

The Government has committed to provide the additional capital funding required in 2020 
to cover the increased capital expenditure for the new Children’s Hospital in 2020. The Summer 
Economic Statement provides an expenditure reserve of up to €200m in 2020 to accommodate 
funding requirements for the new Children’s Hospital and the National Broadband Plan. This 
will be considered further as part of the Budget 2020 estimates process.

The Health Service Executive recently published its Capital Plan for 2019-2021 outlining 
the projected capital spending across a range of investment programmes, covering 250 projects 
to be progressed over the three-year period. 

17/09/2019WRR03100HSE Reviews

17/09/2019WRR03200428. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure there are no fur-
ther delays by the HSE in reviewing blood sugar monitoring technology such as the FreeStyle 
Libre device; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37479/19]

17/09/2019WRR03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRR03400Hospital Appointments Administration

17/09/2019WRR03500429. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be expe-
dited for a person (details supplied). [37488/19]

17/09/2019WRR03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
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vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/09/2019WRR03700Disabilities Assessments

17/09/2019WRR03800430. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be assessed under the Disability Act 2005. [37501/19]

17/09/2019WRR03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.   

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRR04000Hospital Waiting Lists

17/09/2019WRR04100431. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the status of an urgent medical 
procedure for a person (details supplied) in County Kildare. [37502/19]

17/09/2019WRR04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists. 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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17/09/2019WRR04300Hospital Waiting Lists

17/09/2019WRR04400432. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when an operation will be 
provided for a person (details supplied); if they can undergo the procedure on the treatment 
purchase fund scheme or in another way in view of the exceptional circumstances of the case; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37503/19]

17/09/2019WRR04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

With regard to whether the patient can avail of treatment through the National Treatment 
Purchase Fund (NTPF). The NTPF works with public hospitals, as opposed to with patients di-
rectly, to offer and provide the funding for treatment to clinically suitable long waiting patients 
who are on an inpatient/day case waiting list for surgery, having been referred on to such a list 
following clinical assessment by a consultant/specialist at an outpatient clinic. 

The key criteria of the NTPF is the prioritisation of the longest waiting patients first. While 
the NTPF identifies patients eligible for NTPF treatment, it is solely on the basis of their time 
spent on the Inpatient/Daycase Waiting List. The clinical suitability of the patient to avail of 
NTPF funded treatment is determined by the public hospital.

In addition, the HSE operates the Cross-Border Directive (CBD) in Ireland which entitles 
persons ordinarily resident in Ireland who have an appropriate referral for public healthcare to 
opt to avail of that healthcare in another EU/EEA Member State. The CBD provides rules for 
the reimbursement to patients of the cost of receiving treatment abroad, where the patient would 
be entitled to such treatment in their home Member State, and supplements the rights that pa-
tients already have at EU level. 

Referral for care under the CBD may be made by a GP, a hospital consultant and certain 
other clinicians. In line with practice in other EU Member States, the HSE through the National 
Contact Point (NCP) provides information for patients on the CBD on its website which can be 
accessed at https://www2.hse.ie/services/cross-border-directive/about-the-cross-border-direc-
tive.html and also by phone at 056 7784551

Prior authorisation may be required from the HSE for certain healthcare so patients intend-
ing to access care under the CBD should check with the HSE in advance of travelling. The HSE 
advises where a patient is in any doubt as to the need to seek prior authorisation before availing 
of a consultation or treatment abroad to contact the NCP. 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/09/2019WRR04600Audiology Services Provision
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17/09/2019WRR04700433. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter in re-
lation to audiology booths (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37507/19]

17/09/2019WRR04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRR04900Hospital Waiting Lists

17/09/2019WRR05000434. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a procedure for 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37528/19]

17/09/2019WRR05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/09/2019WRR05200Home Care Packages Provision

17/09/2019WRR05300435. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health when an approved homecare 
package will be put in place for a person (details supplied). [37535/19]

17/09/2019WRR05400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/09/2019WRR05500Hospital Waiting Lists

17/09/2019WRR05600436. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (details sup-
plied) will be examined. [37537/19]

17/09/2019WRR05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
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been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/09/2019WRR05800Disabilities Assessments

17/09/2019WRR05900437. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when assessments will be 
carried out in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37541/19]

17/09/2019WRR06000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/09/2019WRR06100Dental Services Waiting Lists

17/09/2019WRR06200438. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the wait time for a dental ap-
pointment for children in the public health system in County Mayo; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37545/19]

17/09/2019WRR06300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRR06400Hospital Closures

17/09/2019WRR06500439. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health his plans to close Cobh Hospital 
in County Cork. [37548/19]

17/09/2019WRR06600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): Cobh Community 
Hospital is an independent facility providing residential care services for older people in Cobh 
and its environs.

The majority of its funding comes under the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS) for 
long term residential care, however the hospital also provides short stay care. Having recently 
discussed the operations of the hospital with the Health Service Executive (HSE) management, 
I am not aware of any plans to close the unit. The HSE have engaged with the Hospital Board 
in relation to funding and I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/09/2019WRR06700Hospital Appointments Status

17/09/2019WRR06800440. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when an appointment will 
be provided for a person (details supplied). [37560/19]

17/09/2019WRR06900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
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vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/09/2019WRR07000Health Services Provision

17/09/2019WRR07100441. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the reason for the ongoing 
delays in relation to the approval of applications submitted to the health centre in Ballinasloe, 
County Galway under the HSE community ophthalmic services scheme for medical card pa-
tients in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37574/19]

17/09/2019WRR07200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRR07300Health Services Data

17/09/2019WRR07400442. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of applications 
awaiting approval under the HSE community ophthalmic services scheme for medical card pa-
tients in counties Galway and Roscommon to date in 2019; the waiting period for the approval 
of applications under the scheme for medical card patients in the counties in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [37575/19]

17/09/2019WRR07500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRS00200Hospital Appointments Status

17/09/2019WRS00300443. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37576/19]

17/09/2019WRS00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual. 

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
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national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/09/2019WRS00500Hospital Waiting Lists

17/09/2019WRS00600444. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will be seen in Cork University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37578/19]

17/09/2019WRS00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/09/2019WRS00800Hospital Services

17/09/2019WRS00900445. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if he will request Cavan Gen-
eral Hospital to clarify if patients (details supplied) are being diverted from the hospital; if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that certain directives from the HSE have been issued to 
ambulance personnel in relation to the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37579/19]

17/09/2019WRS01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

17/09/2019WRS01100Hospital Appointments Status

17/09/2019WRS01200446. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive a hospital appointment. [37606/19]

17/09/2019WRS01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/09/2019WRS01400Physiotherapy Provision

17/09/2019WRS01500447. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health when sanction will be 
given by the National Director of Community Operations in relation to the essential full-time 
physiotherapy post in Connemara in view of the large number of persons awaiting physio-
therapy in Connemara and the islands; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37611/19]

17/09/2019WRS01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

17/09/2019WRS01700HSE Staff Recruitment

17/09/2019WRS01800448. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the number of posts in pri-
mary care for which interviews have been held, posts offered and accepted and awaiting sanc-
tion by the National Director of Community Operations in Galway city and county in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37612/19]

17/09/2019WRS01900449. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the number of posts in 
primary care for which interviews have been held, posts offered and accepted and awaiting 
sanction by the National Director of Community Operations by post and county in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37613/19]

17/09/2019WRS02000450. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the number of graduates 
that applied to Saolta for preregistration positions to date in 2019, by county; the number of 
preregistration nurses employed by Saolta by county in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37614/19]

17/09/2019WRS02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 448 to 450, 
inclusive, together.

I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy on these matters.

17/09/2019WRS02400Dental Services Waiting Lists

17/09/2019WRS02500451. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the waiting time for braces 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37654/19]

17/09/2019WRS02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.
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17/09/2019WRS02700Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

17/09/2019WRS02800452. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of liners for a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37655/19]

17/09/2019WRS02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRS03000Hospital Appointments Status

17/09/2019WRS03100453. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive an appointment. [37670/19]

17/09/2019WRS03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

17/09/2019WRS03300Health Services Provision

17/09/2019WRS03400454. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide additional 
supports in respect of the provision of health services (details supplied) in counties Cavan and 
Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37672/19]

17/09/2019WRS03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

17/09/2019WRS03600Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

17/09/2019WRS03700455. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health the capital funding committed 
in 2019 for a project (details supplied); the level of expenditure to date; the work undertaken; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37673/19]

17/09/2019WRS03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is responsi-
ble for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly in relation to this matter. 
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17/09/2019WRS03900Hospital Groups

17/09/2019WRS04000456. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health when a project (details sup-
plied) will proceed; the range of facilities to be provided; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37674/19]

17/09/2019WRS04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The establishment of Hospital Groups has 
enabled a better configuration of hospital services with benefits relating to safety, quality, ac-
cess, cost and sustainable medical staffing. The structure ensures that Hospitals working togeth-
er in a Group will be able to support each other, providing a stronger role for smaller hospitals 
in delivering less complex care, and ensuring that those who require emergency or complex 
planned care are managed safely in larger hospitals.

The Smaller Hospitals Framework focuses in particular on the future role of smaller hos-
pitals and outlines the wide range of services that can be provided within these smaller hos-
pitals.  The Department of Health is committed to securing and further developing the role of 
our smaller hospitals, including Model 3 hospitals such as Cavan Hospital, with the expansion 
of services delivered in these hospitals, especially in services such as day surgery; ambulatory 
care; medical services and diagnostics.

Future investment in Cavan General Hospital will be considered within the overall acute 
hospital infrastructure programme, the prioritised needs of the hospital groups and within the 
overall capital envelope available to the health service.

Project Ireland 2040 provides €10.9 billion for Health capital developments across the 
country, including both national programmes and individual projects, across acute, primary and 
social care. Health capital projects and programmes currently underway will continue. As to 
be expected with such a plan, many proposals are at an early stage and will require to progress 
through appraisal, planning design and tender before a firm timeline or funding required can be 
established.

The planning and management of future health expenditure is considered as part of the 
annual estimates and budgetary process which seeks to balance available funding across all 
service areas to achieve the best possible outcomes for the greatest number of service users and 
prioritise areas of greatest need. 

As this is an operational matter, I have also asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
to you directly as soon as possible.

17/09/2019WRS04200HSE Expenditure

17/09/2019WRS04300457. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the expenditure incurred on 
drugs, medicines and pharmaceutical products across hospitals and community schemes in each 
of the years 2012 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [37679/19]

17/09/2019WRS04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the pricing and reimburse-
ment of medicines; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct 
reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRS04500Respite Care Services Data
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17/09/2019WRS04600458. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
overnights with or without day respite accessed by persons with a disability in each of the years 
2014 to 2018 and to date in 2019, for each local health office area in tabular form. [37680/19]

17/09/2019WRS04700459. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
day only respite sessions accessed by persons with a disability in each of the years 2014 to 2018 
and to date in 2019, for each local health office area in tabular form. [37681/19]

17/09/2019WRS04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 458 and 459 together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRS05000Hospital Waiting Lists Action Plans

17/09/2019WRS05100460. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the plans in place to help 
with the waiting lists in University Hospital Kerry for bone scans (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [37682/19]

17/09/2019WRS05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

17/09/2019WRS05300HSE Expenditure

17/09/2019WRS05400461. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the expenditure incurred in the 
GMS scheme on generic drugs, branded generics and proprietary drugs with an equivalent ge-
neric and on proprietary drugs without an equivalent generic in each of the years 2015 to 2018, 
in tabular form. [37705/19]

17/09/2019WRS05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the pricing and reimburse-
ment of medicines; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct 
reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRS05600HSE Expenditure

17/09/2019WRS05700462. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the expenditure incurred in the 
DPS scheme on generic drugs, branded generics and proprietary drugs with an equivalent ge-
neric and on proprietary drugs without an equivalent generic in each of the years 2015 to 2018, 
in tabular form. [37706/19]

17/09/2019WRS05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
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Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the pricing and reimburse-
ment of medicines; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct 
reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRS05900HSE Expenditure

17/09/2019WRS06000463. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the expenditure incurred in the LTI 
scheme on generic drugs, branded generics and proprietary drugs with an equivalent generic 
and on proprietary drugs without an equivalent generic in each of the years 2015 to 2018, in 
tabular form. [37707/19]

17/09/2019WRS06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the pricing and reimburse-
ment of medicines; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct 
reply to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRS06200National Drugs Strategy

17/09/2019WRS06300464. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health his plans to establish a national 
educational awareness campaign on the dangers of casual drug use here; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37738/19]

17/09/2019WRS06400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): A core objec-
tive of the National Drug Strategy, ‘Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery’, is to promote and 
protect the health and well-being of our population by delaying the use of alcohol and other 
drugs among young people. 

This is delivered through a number of evidence-based substance use education programmes 
which are designed to increase the understanding of the harmful effects of substance misuse on 
the health of the user and other people in the person’s life. It is crucial that young people are 
equipped to make informed choices about substance use. 

There is limited evidence that mass media campaigns are effective at reducing the use of 
drugs and alcohol. Therefore, the HSE favours more targeted awareness campaigns. For exam-
ple, it recently launched a resource for parents with practical advice called ‘Alcohol and Drugs: 
A Parents Guide’. The HSE, in partnership with the Union of Students in Ireland have also 
launched a harm-reduction information campaign, called #SaferStudentNights. The HSE is also 
currently running a number of initiatives to counteract ecstasy and other drug taking, including 
a harm reduction campaign through drugs.ie aimed at university students and festival goers. 

Together with the Minister for Health and the Minister for Justice, I recently announced a 
health diversion programme for people in possession of drugs for personal use. 

In progressing this work, we continue to communicate the important message that drug use 
is not acceptable and can seriously damage our health. The Department of Health will therefore 
launch a targeted awareness campaign about the dangers of drug use next year, aimed at high 
risk groups, such as festival goers and students.

17/09/2019WRS06500National Drugs Strategy
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17/09/2019WRS06600465. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding allocated 
to public awareness campaigns on the dangers of casual drug use in each of the years 2015 to 
2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37739/19]

17/09/2019WRS06700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRS06800Drug and Alcohol Task Forces

17/09/2019WRS06900466. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase the funding 
that is currently allocated to local and regional drug task forces; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37740/19]

17/09/2019WRS07000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): Drug and al-
cohol task forces play a key role in assessing the extent and nature of substance misuse in their 
areas, and in supporting community responses, as part of a coordinated approach involving all 
sectors at local and regional levels. Task forces were allocated in the region of €28 million in 
funding for 2019.  

In March 2019, I announced additional funding of €1 million for the implementation of 
the National Drugs Strategy; Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery. The additional funding 
reflects the Government’s commitment to implementing an integrated public health response 
to substance misuse. The funding will be provided on a recurring, multi-annual basis, and will 
support harm reduction responses to emerging trends in substance misuse, and improved ser-
vices for at-risk groups. 

Following consideration of the outcome of a consultation process with task forces and the 
HSE, I approved a three-strand funding model for this additional funding. Task forces were 
notified of this funding model on 18 May. 

Strand 1 involves the allocation of €20,000 to each task force in 2019, which in-
cludes €10,000 provided on a recurring annual basis. This additional funding can be used to 
enhance local drug and alcohol services. The funding has been transferred to the HSE for dis-
tribution to the task forces. 

Strand 2 provides funding for 12  strategic health initiatives on a regional basis, for a total 
of €190,000 per initiative over three years. 

Strand 3 will support a strategic initiative on drug-related violence and intimidation.

An assessment committee has recently concluded its work on reviewing the funding ap-
plications under strand 2. I have announced the results of this process today in a press release, 
which is available at the following link:

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-09-17_pq466-17-09-2019_en.docx  “>National Drugs Strategy</a>]

I look forward to working with task forces and community health organisations to achieve 
the maximum impact from these additional resources.  

17/09/2019WRS07100National Drugs Strategy
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17/09/2019WRS07200467. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the progress which has been made 
in organising a yearly national forum on evidence based and effective practice on drug and 
alcohol education (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37741/19]

17/09/2019WRS07300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): The national 
drugs strategy ‘Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery – A health-led response to Drug and Al-
cohol Use in Ireland 2017 – 2025’ is underpinned by the values of equity and partnership and a 
commitment to an evidence-informed approach. 

The Department Of Health  and the Health Research Board hosted the inaugural National 
Drugs Forum (NDF) in November 2018 as a means of engagement and shared learning between 
all the stakeholders involved in the national drugs strategy, including Government departments, 
community and voluntary organisations and drug and alcohol task forces.  

The preparations for this year’s Forum are underway and the working group tasked with 
organising the Forum has met several times over the last months. This year’s Forum will take 
place on November 5th  .

I believe that the involvement of all stakeholders in the response to problem drug use is key 
to realising the strategy’s aims. I look forward to the deliberations of the Forum on improve-
ments in service development and delivery.

17/09/2019WRT00200National Drugs Strategy Implementation

17/09/2019WRT00300468. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the progress which has been made 
in developing a guidance document to ensure substance use education is delivered in accor-
dance with quality standards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37742/19]

17/09/2019WRT00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): The National 
Drug Strategy, Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery, runs from 2017-2025, and actions are 
being prioritised during this timeframe. 

Substance misuse prevention strategies are an effective way of promoting health and well-
being among the general population. They include measures to prevent early use of alcohol 
and drugs among young people and to minimise harm, where drug use has started. Drug and 
alcohol task forces have made a significant contribution through local awareness initiatives and 
evidence-based approaches.  

Action 2 of the strategy seeks to improve the delivery of substance use education across all 
services. It will be delivered by developing a guidance document to ensure substance use edu-
cation and prevention is delivered in accordance with quality standards. The Health Research 
Board (HRB) is the lead organisation on this action. 

Earlier this year, the HRB organised a forum with drug and alcohol task forces to bring 
professionals together to hear  about best practice in drug education and prevention and to look 
at ways to advance the sector in Ireland. It included inputs from the European drugs agency on 
drug prevention best practice, and prevention programmes in Northern Ireland, Scotland and 
the west of Ireland. 

HRB funding in 2018 and 2019 has been prioritised to carry out the drug prevalence general 
population survey. Once the survey has been completed, the HRB will be in a position to al-
locate resources to further progress this action. 
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I am committed to developing a health promotion approach to addressing substance misuse 
in conjunction with Healthy Ireland, the Dept of Education. and other relevant actors.

17/09/2019WRT00500Drug Rehabilitation Clinics

17/09/2019WRT00600469. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the number of new treatment epi-
sodes from residential and rehabilitation services which have been commissioned in 2017, 2018 
and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37743/19]

17/09/2019WRT00700471. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the status of improved addic-
tion service provision for under 18 year olds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37745/19]

17/09/2019WRT00800472. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the number of new detoxification 
places in community and residential settings provided in 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37746/19]

17/09/2019WRT00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 469, 471 and 472 together.

As these are service matters, they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
attention and direct reply to the Deputy. 

17/09/2019WRT01000National Drugs Strategy

17/09/2019WRT01100470. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the planned phased increase in the 
availability of buprenorphine and naloxone treatment as an alternative treatment for the identi-
fied cohorts of patients for whom methadone treatment is not suitable as set out in the national 
drugs strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37744/19]

17/09/2019WRT01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy.

  Questions Nos. 471  and 472 answered with Question No. 469.

17/09/2019WRT01500Departmental Reports

17/09/2019WRT01600473. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
timeline, by year and quarter, for the delivery of each action under the First Progress Report by 
the Bioeconomy Implementation Group in tabular form. [36999/19]

17/09/2019WRT01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The timeline 
by year for the delivery of each action (and sub-actions) including the lead Department and key 
consultative stakeholders are set out in tabular form in Appendix V (page 43-46) of the First 
Progress Report by the Bioeconomy Implementation Group that was made publically available 
earlier this month.  

A quarterly delivery timeline has not been specified by the Group.   

The link to the report is provided at@
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https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/research/bioeconomy/BIGProgressRe-
port050919.pdf.

17/09/2019WRT01800Forestry Sector

17/09/2019WRT01900474. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to allow the planting of agroforestry in areas designated as acid sensitive lands; and the 
size of additional lands which will be eligible in 2019 (details supplied) on designated acid sen-
sitive areas on which planting will be permitted by county in hectares. [37004/19]

17/09/2019WRT02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Support for 
agroforestry is covered under the Forestry Programme 2014-2020.  This programme was sub-
ject to a mid-term review which introduced significant increases in both grants and premiums 
for agro-forestry.  The recent agreement with the EPA to allow agroforestry on acid sensitive 
sites provides a new opportunity for forestry on this type of land where otherwise planting may 
not have been approved or may have been subject to certain tests. 

There are approximately 150,000 hectares of land in Ireland designated as acid sensitive and 
this new announcement provides a new avenue for afforestation for those landowners. 

17/09/2019WRT02100Live Exports

17/09/2019WRT02200475. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address a matter regarding certification for the transport of cattle to Turkey (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37042/19]

17/09/2019WRT02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In 2018, total 
live exports of cattle increased by over 30% compared to 2017, to 246,000 head. This growth 
trend has continued into 2019, with live exports already totalling 244,000 up until the week 
ending the 8th of September. This is up from 204,000 for the same period in 2018 – a 20% 
increase. 

Live exports are a critical part of Ireland’s livestock industry.  They play a significant role 
in stimulating price competition and providing an alternative market outlet for farmers. My De-
partment facilitates this trade, recognising its importance to the agri-food sector, while placing 
a strong emphasis on the welfare of all animals being transported.

With regard to animal welfare, my Department maintains robust oversight of live trade, 
through a comprehensive legislative framework, and in my meetings with exporters, I have 
stressed the importance of high animal welfare standards.

My Department has not certified transport of animals by road to Turkey for several years, 
due to the unacceptable animal welfare conditions which that route entails. Animals travelling 
by road from Ireland can only enter Turkey at Kapikule, on the Bulgaria-Turkey border.  It is 
the busiest border crossing in Europe and animals regularly encounter very long and unpredict-
able delays there. There are no facilities to offload animals to provide them with statutory rest 
periods, food and water; there is only a single water point at that crossing. There is no shelter 
available. Animals have to remain on the trucks during such delays, where they are often ex-
posed to intolerable conditions including extreme heat or cold.  

My Department does not intend to reverse this decision.
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17/09/2019WRT02400Agriculture Scheme Data

17/09/2019WRT02500476. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of applications received under the beef compensation plan by the closing date of 
the scheme; his plans to reopen the scheme and relax the condition that to participate in the 
scheme a farmer must be in one of GLAS, the beef genomics scheme, the knowledge transfer 
scheme or the Bord Bia quality assurance scheme; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [37068/19]

17/09/2019WRT02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The object 
of the Beef Exceptional Aid Measure (BEAM) is to provide temporary exceptional adjustment 
aid to farmers in the beef sector in Ireland subject to the conditions set out in EU Commission 
Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/1132. BEAM is funded by a combination of EU excep-
tional aid and Exchequer support, provided in light of the difficult circumstances that Irish beef 
farmers have been facing as a result of market volatility and uncertainty.

Under the scheme, aid will be paid on adult cattle slaughtered between September 24, 2018, 
and May 12, 2019, at a rate of €100 per animal subject to a maximum of 100 finished animals 
per herd.  Aid will also be paid on suckler cows that calved in 2018, at a rate of €40 per animal 
subject to a maximum of 40 sucklers per herd. 

In order to be eligible for payment applicants needed to be a participant on one of the fol-
lowing schemes;

- Organic Farm Scheme (OFS)

- Green Low Carbon Agri-Environmental Scheme (GLAS)

- Beef Environmental Efficiency Pilot (BEEP)

- Beef Data and Genomics Programme (BDGP)

or

- Be a participant or agree to join the Bord Bia – Sustainable Beef and Lamb Assurance 
Scheme (SBLAS)

Applications for BEAM were accepted from the 19th August with the deadline for ap-
plications extended to midnight of the 15th   September.  32,525 applications were received 
before this closing date and these will be subject to validation and controls prior to payment. 

Following consultations with stakeholders, I have now extended the closing date further 
and reopened the online application facility.  Applications can now be submitted until 5pm on 
Friday 20th September.  I am also happy to facilitate potential applicants at my Department’s 
tent at the National Ploughing Championships where I will have a dedicated team on site each 
day to answer any queries potential applicants may have and assist them in submitting their 
applications.

17/09/2019WRT02700Brexit Supports

17/09/2019WRT02800477. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if, in the 
context of Brexit, he will put a comprehensive package of market support measures in place in-
cluding direct support for farmers which includes structural and adjustment funding in addition 
to the setting aside of state aid limits; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37099/19]
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17/09/2019WRT02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I have had 
ongoing discussions with Commissioner Hogan regarding the potential impact of a disorderly 
Brexit. I have stressed the need for the Commission to be ready to deploy a range of measures 
to mitigate the potential impacts on the agri-food and fisheries sector. Avoiding a no-deal Brexit 
continues to be the Government’s overriding policy priority.

I am also keenly aware that the recent months have been very difficult for beef farmers in 
particular. There has been a prolonged and exceptional period of depressed prices since last 
autumn, with the ongoing uncertainty surrounding the outcome of Brexit, among other factors, 
contributing to this market disturbance.

In advance of Brexit and in recognition of the impact of the uncertainty around Brexit, 
amongst other factors, on the Irish beef sectors and prices, the Beef Exceptional Aid Measure 
(BEAM), with funding of up to €100 million from the EU and the Exchequer, has opened for 
applications. Following consultation with stakeholders, I have now reopened the online appli-
cation facility and applications can now be submitted up until 5pm on Friday 20th September.  
I am also happy to facilitate potential applicants at my Department’s stand at the National 
Ploughing Championships where I will have a dedicated team on site each day to answer any 
queries applicants may have and assist them in submitting their applications. 

17/09/2019WRT03000Agriculture Scheme Expenditure

17/09/2019WRT03100478. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if fund-
ing for suckler cow farmers will be increased in addition to the existing BDGP and BEEP 
schemes to bring the total funding to €100 million in budget 2020; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37100/19]

17/09/2019WRT03200479. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if ANC 
funding will be increased by a further €50 million in budget 2020; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37101/19]

17/09/2019WRT03300480. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to ensure that TAMS funding is increased to €120 million to meet all current and future 
payment claims ensuring that the full RDP allocation is spent; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37102/19]

17/09/2019WRT03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 478 to 480, inclusive, together.

Discussions on the 2020 Budget are currently underway between my Department and the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and all budget lines in the Vote are being exam-
ined as part of that process. My intention is to ensure that all resources made available to my 
Department, now and in the future, will be managed to advance Government priorities and pro-
vide optimum outcomes including in relation to the funding of schemes which underpin farm 
income and deliver environmental benefits.

17/09/2019WRT03700Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme

17/09/2019WRT03800481. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a TAMS application will be finalised for persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [37120/19]
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17/09/2019WRT03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named made applications on 13 and 20 June 2019 under Tranche 14 of the Young Farmers Capi-
tal Investment Scheme.   Both applications have passed the initial administrative checks and 
have been selected for approval under the ranking and selection process. The cases will now be 
subject to a final technical appraisal before approval can issue.

17/09/2019WRT04000Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme

17/09/2019WRT04100482. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an application for TAMS 2 by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37160/19]

17/09/2019WRT04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named made applications on the 13th and 20th June 2019 under the Young Farmers Capital 
Investment Scheme under Tranche 14 of the scheme.  Both applications have passed the initial 
administrative checks and have been selected for approval under the ranking and selection 
process. The cases will now be subject to a final technical appraisal before approval can issue.

17/09/2019WRT04300Agriculture Scheme Penalties

17/09/2019WRT04400483. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a 2019 basic payment penalty applied to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry will be 
withdrawn in view of the information provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37165/19]

17/09/2019WRT04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2019 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraint scheme application on 16 
April 2019. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full and 
comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on farm inspections, be com-
pleted before any payments issue.

The person named was selected for a Ground Eligibility inspection and a Cross-Compliance 
check in respect of Good Agricultural and Environmental Conditions (GAEC) 7 which relates 
to landscape features, designated habitats and the control of invasive species.

During the course of this inspection, a 20% cross-compliance penalty was determined in 
respect of GAEC 7.  A breach in respect of Statutory Management Requirement (SMR) 1 which 
relates to Nitrates was also identified.  

Additional breaches were identified by officials in my Department’s Veterinary Division and 
cross-reported to the Cross-Compliance Unit for their attention. This resulted in further penal-
ties being determined in respect SMR 4 which relates to Food and Feed Hygiene and SMR 13 
which relates to the Welfare of Farmed Animals

A final cross-compliance penalty of 22% was determined in respect of the 2019 Scheme 
Year which will be applied to all area-based payments.

An appeal has been submitted on behalf of the person named and this request is currently 
being examined by the District Inspector. The person named will be notified of the outcome as 
soon this process has been completed. 

In the event that the person named is dissatisfied with the outcome of this review, the deci-
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sion can be appealed to the independent Agriculture Appeals Office within 3 months.

17/09/2019WRT04600Aquaculture Licence Applications

17/09/2019WRT04700484. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the consideration being given to halting further open sea cage fish farming to protect the marine 
environment in view of the decision of the Danish Government to halt further open sea cage 
fish farming in Danish coastal waters; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37167/19]

17/09/2019WRT04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Applications 
for Aquaculture Licences are considered by my Department under the provisions of the 1997 
Fisheries (Amendment) Act, the 1933 Foreshore Act and applicable national and EU legisla-
tion. The legislation provides for a period of public and statutory consultation. 

Decisions in respect of applications are only made following the fullest consideration of all 
technical, scientific, environmental and public policy aspects of each application. 

In addition, any person may appeal a licensing decision to the Aquaculture Licences Ap-
peals Board (ALAB) which is an independent body established by Statute for the purpose of 
considering appeals of aquaculture licensing decisions. 

Accordingly, in view of the rigorous and transparent licensing system operating in Ireland in 
respect of aquaculture licence applications, there is no valid basis for discontinuing the process-
ing of licensing applications in accordance with statutory procedures.   

17/09/2019WRT04900Forestry Data

17/09/2019WRT05000485. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of applications received by the Forest Service for planting approval in 2017, 2018 and 
to the end of June 2019, by county in tabular form; the average amount of time to assess these 
applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37168/19]

17/09/2019WRT05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Affor-
estation Grant and Premium Scheme is a voluntary, demand-led scheme under the Forestry 
Programme 2014 – 2020.  It is open to land owners considering afforesting all or part of their 
land to apply.   Applications for afforestation are carefully assessed by officials of my Depart-
ment.  The application process provides for 30 days for public consultation.  In addition to this, 
applications are referred to public bodies for their input.  Up to eight weeks is provided for a 
response from these referral bodies.  Responses and submissions are reviewed as part of the 
overall assessment of the application.  As such, a decision cannot be made within the first 30 
days or where a response is awaited from the relevant public body.

While there is a national target for the amount of land to be afforested each year, there are 
no regional or county targets.  The table below shows the number of applications for the Affor-
estation Grant and Premium Scheme received in 2017, 2018 and to 30th   June, 2019 for each 
county.  The average time taken to assess these applications is 18 weeks.

County 2017 2018 2019
Carlow 6 11 5
Cavan 101 68 28
Clare 158 91 60
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County 2017 2018 2019
Cork 116 93 43
Donegal 31 24 9
Dublin 5 2 0
Galway 102 104 35
Kerry 152 136 54
Kildare 15 10 6
Kilkenny 34 23 10
Laois 26 19 7
Leitrim 137 78 39
Limerick 65 40 8
Longford 58 36 17
Louth 6 4 7
Mayo 155 136 55
Meath 27 31 10
Monaghan 32 10 11
Offaly 49 26 13
Roscommon 154 139 60
Sligo 76 55 21
Tipperary 65 42 9
Waterford 24 13 13
Westmeath 91 51 37
Wexford 27 26 4
Wicklow 39 22 14

17/09/2019WRT05200Forestry Sector

17/09/2019WRT05300486. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a 
person (details supplied) will receive approval for planning of forestry. [37192/19]

17/09/2019WRT05400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An application 
for the Afforestation Grant and Premium Scheme was received in March, 2019 on behalf of the 
above named.  Every application for the scheme is carefully assessed with respect to its likely 
impacts on the surrounding environment.  Part of this assessment involves making applications 
open to public consultation, during which members of the public may make a submission.  

This application has been subject of such a submission. The issues raised by the submission 
are currently being considered by my Department and I expect officials to be in a position to 
make a decision on this application in the coming weeks.

Once a decision is made, it will be sent to the applicant, their registered forester and to any-
one who made a submission.  It is open to those unhappy with the decision to appeal it to the 
independent Forestry Appeals Committee.  If the application is appealed, no forestry operations 
may commence while the appeal is under consideration.  

17/09/2019WRT05500Agriculture Scheme Payments

17/09/2019WRT05600487. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further to 
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Parliamentary Question No. 1430 of 6 September 2019, the details of the issue that has arisen; 
the reason a person (details supplied) has not been notified in writing of same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37287/19]

17/09/2019WRT05700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As stated in 
the previous reply, an issue arose in respect of the GLAS commonage action in this case. The 
Department has reviewed the case to confirm the correct claim value. 

The 2018 advance and balance payments will be made shortly. Any underpayments identi-
fied will issue as a separate payment. 

GLAS payments continue to issue on a weekly basis.  

17/09/2019WRT05800Knackery Industry

17/09/2019WRT05900488. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the additional supports, including funding, he will make available to ensure the viability of 
the knackery industry in view of the severe financial difficulties being experienced as reported 
by an organisation (details supplied); if the fallen animal scheme will be reviewed; his views on 
whether the introduction of limits on transportation distances in 2013 has led to increased ren-
dering costs by plants and less competition; the annual funding under the scheme for the period 
2013 to 2019, in tabular form; the annual drawdown in funding; and the number of recipients 
annually by county. [37314/19]

17/09/2019WRT06000519. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37647/19]

17/09/2019WRT06100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 488 and 519 together.

Discussions have taken place between the Animal Collectors Association and my Depart-
ment officials on the animal collection service. 

Following those intensive discussions, agreement has been reached that enables the collec-
tion of fallen animals from the 17th   September. Continued animal collection will be contingent 
on written correspondence from my Department to the ACA on the agreement reached at the 
meeting.    Further discussions between my Department and the ACA are planned to progress 
issues relating to supports for the animal collection service.

17/09/2019WRT06200Horse Sport Ireland

17/09/2019WRT06300489. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if the funding granted to the sport horse industry will be considered for additional funding of 
€5 million in budget 2020 to enable the industry to achieve objectives (details supplied); if the 
funding Departments will recognise the benefits of this investment as reflected in figures drawn 
from a 2016 analysis; if he will meet with the industry to discuss its strategy for the future; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [37330/19]

17/09/2019WRT06400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment is fully committed to maximising the potential of the Sport Horse industry and continues 
to provide support to it both financially and with policy initiatives. I have demonstrated my 
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commitment to the industry by increasing the budget allocated to Horse Sport Ireland from 
€2.0m in 2017 to €2.5m in 2018 and I have approved a further increase of €500,000 to €3.0m in 
2019.  This is an increase of 50% on the 2017 allocation.  I am conscious of the potential of this 
industry; a recent independent economic assessment estimated the annual economic contribu-
tion of the sector to be the region of €816m.

I have recently received a funding submission from HSI for 2020, detail of which the Dep-
uty refers to.  I will consider this detail in the context of the 2020 budget negotiations.  My of-
ficials have already met with HSI in this regard.

17/09/2019WRT06500Aquaculture Licence Data

17/09/2019WRT06600490. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the aquaculture licences renewed or further renewed pursuant to sections 19 and or 19A of the 
Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37362/19]

17/09/2019WRT06700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment does not issue or renew aquaculture licences pursuant to Section 19(A)4 of the Fisheries 
(Amendment) Act 1997.

Section 19(A)4 of the Act permits an operator who has applied for a renewal of an aqua-
culture licence to continue operating, subject to the terms and conditions of the original licence 
held, pending a determination in respect of the licence renewal application in question.

17/09/2019WRT06800Horse Sport Ireland

17/09/2019WRT06900491. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address a matter regarding Horse Sport Ireland (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37426/19]

17/09/2019WRT07000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment is fully committed to maximising the potential of the Sport Horse industry and continues 
to provide support to it both financially and with policy initiatives. I have demonstrated my 
commitment to the industry by increasing the budget allocated to Horse Sport Ireland from 
€2.0m in 2017 to €2.5m in 2018 and I have approved a further increase of €500,000 to €3.0m 
in 2019.  This is an increase of 50% on the 2017 allocation.

I have recently received a funding submission from HSI for 2020.  I will consider the detail 
of this submission in the context of the 2020 budget negotiations. 

In 2016, my Department commissioned Indecon International Consultants to undertake a 
review of Horse Sport Ireland.  The report was published in 2017. My Department continues 
to work closely with Horse Sport Ireland on the implementation of the recommendations. I am 
pleased to note that much progress has been made in that regard.

17/09/2019WRT07100Brexit Supports

17/09/2019WRT07200492. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps which have been taken to protect the fishing industry here in the event of a no-deal Brexit; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37441/19]
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17/09/2019WRT07300493. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
specific funding will be available to the fishing sector here in the event of a no-deal Brexit; if 
this funding will be forthcoming from the EU, the State or a combination of both; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37442/19]

17/09/2019WRT07400494. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
has sought specific funding from the EU for the fishing industry here in the event of a no-deal 
Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37443/19]

17/09/2019WRT07500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 492 to 494, inclusive, together.

Both my officials and I have had intensive discussions with the European Commission, 
other relevant Member States and stakeholders regarding the potential negative impact of a 
disorderly or no-deal Brexit on the Irish fishing industry and the wider seafood sector as whole.  
These discussions intensified in recent months and were based on preparatory work already 
done.  

I have met with the Irish Fishing Industry regularly since the 23rd June 2016, most recently 
on the 5th  September. A Brexit Information Seminar was held on the 10th September in Dublin, 
and a further two are to be held on the 27th September in Wexford and the 30th September in 
Cork.  

The key issues in a no-deal situation which I have stressed in all discussions are the potential 
loss of access for Irish and other EU vessels to the UK fishing zone, the need to ensure ongo-
ing protection of fish stocks in the waters around Ireland from a subsequent increase in fishing 
activity and potential supports for the seafood sector to meet the challenges they may face.  It 
is also important to be aware that, in a no-deal situation, the EU and Ireland could also face a 
loss of quota share.   

Throughout the discussions, I emphasised the necessity for a co-ordinated European re-
sponse to ensure that there would be proportionate and equitable use of mitigation measures for 
the fishing fleet overseen by the Commission.

The outcome of these discussions can be seen in the EU Brexit Contingency plan that was 
published on the 10th April.  This highlights fisheries as one of the most immediately critical 
issues facing the EU in a no-deal Brexit.  We now have identified and agreed co-ordinated and 
fully prepared measures that will be immediately available to address a no-deal Brexit situation 
on 31st October, if the UK were to decide to deny EU vessels access to UK waters.  As I have 
stated previously, I am seeking additional EU funds to support these mitigation measures if they 
become necessary.  Such financial discussions are still ongoing and I can assure the Deputy that 
the seafood sector will be a key priority for the Government in these discussions.   

17/09/2019WRU00400Capital Expenditure Programme

17/09/2019WRU00500495. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
projected increase in the gross capital expenditure ceiling applying to his Department in 2020 
over 2019; and the projects this increase has been earmarked for. [37451/19]

17/09/2019WRU00600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Discussions 
on the 2020 Budget are currently underway between my Department and the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform and all budget lines in the Vote are being examined as part of 
that process. My intention is to ensure that all resources made available to my Department, now 
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and in the future, will be managed to advance Government priorities and provide optimum out-
comes including in relation to the funding of schemes which underpin farm income and deliver 
environmental benefits.

17/09/2019WRU00700Single Payment Scheme Payments

17/09/2019WRU00800496. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will address a matter regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37477/19]

17/09/2019WRU00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): On foot of 
a Notice of Attachment received from the Revenue Commissioners in respect of payments aris-
ing to the person named, my Department is obliged to pay over all moneys to Revenue until the 
full amount of the Notice of Attachment is cleared.    

If the person named reaches a different agreement with Revenue, my Department will im-
plement any such revised arrangement but this must be on instruction from Revenue.

17/09/2019WRU01000Forestry Data

17/09/2019WRU01100497. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
length of time it takes to process forestry applications within the Forest Service by longest, 
shortest and average for the past five years in tabular form; his plans to speed up the process; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37478/19]

17/09/2019WRU01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment is required to carefully vet all afforestation applications, with regard to their potential 
impact on the surrounding environment; on habitats; on archaeological monuments; on the 
social aspects of the proposal and to ensure that silviculturally, the proposal meets the required 
standards.  This detailed examination is carried out by district forestry inspectors, supported by 
experts in archaeology and ecology within my Department.  

Following the commencement of the Forestry Act in 2017, site notices must be erected at 
the entrance to the proposed site for afforestation and forest road works, to inform the public 
that an application has been submitted.  That site notice must remain in place for a period of five 
weeks.  Applications are open to public consultation, facilitated by the site notice and advertis-
ing on my Department’s website.  Interested parties may make a submission in writing on any 
application, within 30 days of it being advertised.  Certain public bodies may also be requested 
to provide an opinion on an application and up to eight weeks is provided for their response.  
Therefore, since the commencement of the Act, a decision may not be issued within 30 days at 
a minimum.

In recent months, officials of my Department have engaged additional archaeological re-
sources.  These inspectors have focused on afforestation applications and have worked to re-
duce the backlog in that area.  In addition to this, changes have been made to the online ap-
plication system with regard to how applications near an archaeological monument are treated, 
to ensure that only applications in close proximity or surrounding such a feature are examined.  
These changes have resulted in a reduction in the time taken to assess an application in respect 
of archaeology.

With regards to ecology, an additional inspector with ecological qualifications is now work-
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ing on afforestation applications and further ecological resources will be obtained over the 
coming months. Officials of my Department have also been working to enhance the online ap-
plication system, with regard to Appropriate Assessment procedures.  I am confident that these 
changes will enhance the afforestation application system.

Following receipt of an application, my Department conducts an initial check to ensure that 
all relevant details have been submitted as required.  The date an application is advertised on 
my Department’s website is the date that complete information has been received in relation 
to an application. The tables below indicate timeframes from the date advertised to the date of 
decision.  Accurate data is available and provided here since the start of the current Forestry 
Programme, when the Afforestation Grant and Premium Scheme commenced in January 2015.

The following table shows the shortest, longest and average time in days for a decision 
on an afforestation application. The Deputy should be aware that, in some cases, my Depart-
ment requests further information from the applicant.  In the case below of the application that 
took 1,119 days for a decision, for example, the applicant was asked to provide further informa-
tion, but despite numerous follow-up letters, did not respond for many months.  

Year Shortest Longest Average
2015 5 522 74
2016 3 680 86
2017 3/30* 1,119 91
2018 30 959 124
2019 to 31st   August 30 826 139
* Note from the commencement of the Forestry Act, 2014, on 24th May, 2017, the shortest 

time before a decision is 30 days.  However, some applications would have been decided in a 
shorter timeframe from January to 23rd   May that year. 

17/09/2019WRU01300Climate Change Advisory Council

17/09/2019WRU01400498. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he has 
read the third Climate Change Advisory Council annual review (details supplied); the actions 
that will be implemented to address the concerns raised; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37480/19]

17/09/2019WRU01500500. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the amount 
by which the national cattle herd must be cut to reach emission reduction targets; if this is a 
policy option under consideration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37483/19]

17/09/2019WRU01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 498 and 500 together.

The All-of-Government Plan to tackle climate breakdown identifies a series of actions for 
the agriculture, forestry and land-use sector that ensure a fair contribution from agriculture and 
land use to our transition to a low carbon economy and society. This reflects our three-pillar pol-
icy approach to achieving carbon neutrality without comprising sustainable food production. 

My Department acknowledges that the target set for the sector to reduce emissions from 20.2 
Mt CO2eq to less than 19 Mt CO2  eq by 2030 is extremely ambitious and not without its chal-
lenges but the Teagasc MACC illustrates a suite of actions that provide opportunity for emis-
sions reductions.  These include both efficiency measures such as the Dairy EBI programme 
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and technical measures such as changes in fertiliser type or low emissions slurry spreading as 
well as a series of forestry and bioeceonomy measures.

To reach the target of 19 Mt CO2  eq in 2030 will require us to manage the emissions profile 
from the sector between now and then through mobilisation of as many of these actions as pos-
sible as early as possible with high rates of adoption across our 139,000 farms.

The Climate Change Advisory Council (CCAC) report further highlights the importance of 
early adoption by farmers of the measures outlined in the Climate Action Plan and illustrates 
the exposure that livestock numbers are open to if implementation of the Teagasc MACC is 
not achieved at a sufficient pace. Any hesitancy in take up of these actions will jeopardise our 
delivery on our committed targets and effectively bring the size of the national herd into focus. 
However, mechanisms such as the CAP reform, market incentives and regulation are all been 
investigated in full by all the relevant stakeholders, including industry, to mobilise the neces-
sary actions as swiftly as possible. 

The next Common Agriculture Policy will be fully aligned with this need to prioritise cli-
mate action. There will be a step up in environmental and climate delivery in the next CAP.   
The development of our CAP strategic plan will ensure the delivery of this target. A consulta-
tion process on the next CAP has already started and negotiations on CAP policy will intensify 
over the coming months. 

We are also committed to developing opportunities for agriculture to provide bio-materials 
to replace high carbon products such as bioplastics, biopharma, biomass etc. In the future, farm-
ers and fishermen will not only be suppliers of food but will also directly or indirectly through 
co-products or waste streams supply the building blocks for the bioeconomy.

Through a combination of these measures the agri-food sector will contribute significantly 
to the national ambition.

Ireland has an opportunity to become a global leader in actions on climate change. If we 
succeed in our ambition in this area, we will create a progressive and sustainable society that is 
not only economically successful but also offers an enhanced quality of lifestyle to society as 
a whole. 

17/09/2019WRU01700Agriculture Industry

17/09/2019WRU01800499. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his views 
on the assertion being expressed by Bord Bia that farming systems here are very sustainable 
mainly based on grazed grass; the reason agricultural emissions are rising if that is the case; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [37482/19]

17/09/2019WRU01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The potential 
to achieve high levels of productivity from grazed grass gives Irish farmers a major competi-
tive advantage over many of their European and global counterparts. Ireland has a comparative 
advantage in grass-based carbon efficient livestock production. 

The EU Commission JRC report (2010) found that Ireland is the most carbon efficient pro-
ducer in the EU per unit of dairy production, and the 5th most carbon efficient producer of beef 
per kg. Notwithstanding this, inherent challenges remain for the sector in terms of contribut-
ing to Ireland’s climate change and renewable energy targets. Throughout Europe, reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions in agriculture has proven difficult, with only a 1% reduction across 
the EU since 2005. While Irish agriculture emissions fell during the period 2005 to 2011, they 
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have since risen, driven by larger herds and rising milk production reflecting the removal of 
milk quotas in 2015. However, while agriculture is contributing to emissions, it should also be 
seen part of the solution. 

The Government’s policy position for the agriculture sector is an approach to carbon neu-
trality which does not compromise capacity for sustainable food production. There are three 
strands to my Department’s approach to carbon neutrality:

1. reducing agricultural emissions;

2. increasing carbon sequestration; and

3. displacing and substituting fossil fuel and energy intensive materials.

The All-of-Government Climate Action Plan to Tackle Climate Disruption sets a series of 
step-up measures and underpinning actions and proposed targets for all sectors including the 
agriculture, forestry and land use sector. To achieve these challenging targets, it will require im-
mediate action through early adoption and high levels of take-up of the identified actions across 
our 139,000 plus family farms. 

Furthermore, Ireland is a world leader in areas such as sustainable auditing and carbon foot-
printing under the Origin Green programme. In total, Bord Bia has cumulatively undertaken 
over 200,000 carbon footprint assessments on a national scale to date, a world first. The Teagasc 
Sustainability Survey shows that the top performing third of farms emitted, on average, 9.6 kg 
CO2 equivalent per kg beef, compared with 14.9 kg for the bottom performing third of cattle 
farms. Reducing this variability is a real opportunity to make progress in reducing emissions 
from cattle production in Ireland. Therefore, the well-established and proven QA framework 
encompassing 33,000 farm visits per year offers huge potential to scale efforts to meet our cli-
mate challenges at farm level in particular with the implementation of the MACC measures. 

I am confident that the agriculture sector as a whole will contribute significantly to Ireland’s 
decarbonisation.

  Question No. 500 answered with Question No. 498.

17/09/2019WRU02100Beef Environmental Efficiency Scheme Pilot

17/09/2019WRU02200501. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the way 
in which the beef environment efficiency pilot scheme is compatible with recommendations of 
the report from the Climate Change Advisory Council; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37484/19]

17/09/2019WRU02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Beef 
Environmental Efficiency Pilot (BEEP) is a one year pilot to further increase economic and 
environmental efficiency in the suckler herd through better quality data on herd performance, 
specifically as it relates to weaning efficiency of the cow, supporting decision making on farm. 
There are currently 19,131 participants in BEEP.

The BEEP scheme builds on the success of the Beef Data and Genomics Programme 
(BDGP) with a funding provision of €20m in 2019. This pilot scheme is targeted at suckler 
farmers and specifically aimed at further improving the carbon efficiency of beef production. 

The Government’s policy position for the agriculture sector is an approach to carbon neu-
trality which does not compromise our capacity for sustainable food production, but is also 
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cognisant of the important economical contribution agriculture makes to our economy and to 
the economy of rural Ireland.

There are three strands to my Department’s approach to carbon neutrality:

i. reducing agricultural emissions;

ii. increasing carbon sequestration and 

iii. displacing and substituting fossil fuel and energy intensive materials. 

Measures such as BEEP, BDGP, refining Economic Breeding Indexes (EBIs) for our dairy 
animals, producing Carbon Navigators for our dairy, beef and sheep farms, the Green Low Car-
bon Agri-Environment Scheme, the Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme (TAMS) and 
initiatives such as Origin Green, Quality Assurance schemes and Knowledge Transfer Schemes 
all contribute to lowering the carbon footprint of the sector.

My Department continues to review options that will enable our farmers to transition to a 
low carbon economy while also being aware of the need to maintain economic competitiveness 
and increase our agricultural output.

17/09/2019WRU02400GLAS Establishment

17/09/2019WRU02500502. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the reason 
he has made much of the success of GLAS participations levels (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37485/19]

17/09/2019WRU02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Green 
Low Carbon Agri-Environment Scheme (GLAS) is a measure funded by the Rural Develop-
ment Programme (2014-2020). GLAS promotes practices to assist the preservation of habitats 
and species as well as addressing the issues of climate change mitigation and water quality, in 
support of sustainable Irish agriculture. 

Since the launch of GLAS tranche 1 in 2015, the Scheme has been extremely successful in 
terms of uptake with in excess of 50,000 farmers approved into the GLAS scheme over the first 
three tranches. The Rural Development Programme participation target of 50,000 was exceeded 
almost two years ahead of schedule.  

GLAS is a voluntary Scheme where participants opt to carry out specific environmental 
commitments for a minimum period of five years. A wide range of actions were available under 
the scheme, including actions to address climate change and reduce emissions, providing the 
scope for farmers across all types of farming systems to submit applications and maximise their 
payment under the scheme. Among the achievements under GLAS are 7,500 hectares of mini-
mum tillage, the planting of 1.6m trees and the planting of 11,000 new hedgerows. It is impor-
tant to remember, however, that GLAS is not just a climate scheme but has other environmental 
benefits also in areas such as biodiversity and water quality. 

The 2017 Rural Development Programme Evaluation Report  found from a baseline coun-
terfactual analysis using Teagasc National Farm Survey data, that GLAS beneficiaries had a 
lower than average nitrogen surplus and lower level of greenhouse gas emissions than farms 
outside of the scheme. The high levels of participation have delivered significant benefits that 
continue to be delivered by GLAS participant farmers.

Improving the environmental status of dairy farms is not just a matter for the GLAS scheme, 
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of course, and there are a range of policies which are playing a role here. For example, dairy 
farmers as higher users of chemical fertiliser will be influenced by wider policies including 
new measures proposed for farmers availing of the Nitrates Derogation that are aimed at further 
strengthening the protection of water and attaining optimum soil fertility consistent with both 
carbon efficient agricultural production and effective water quality protection.  Furthermore, 
sustainability auditing such as the dairy quality assurance scheme which encompasses almost 
all dairy farms provides an opportunity to leverage greater action from these farms through 
market encouragement for evidence of better practice. It is important to consider the full range 
of levers as well as GLAS that are available to encourage better practice.

17/09/2019WRU02700Climate Change Policy

17/09/2019WRU02800503. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his planned 
policy action to achieve the Climate Action Plan 2019 target for annual afforestation rates of 
6,500 hectares by 2025, increasing to 10,000 hectares by 2030 in view of recent trends; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [37486/19]

17/09/2019WRU02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Cli-
mate Action Plan is a comprehensive Government  response to the risks associated with cli-
mate change and outlines actions and strategies to reduce and manage those risks through a 
combination of mitigation and adaptation responses.  The Plan recognises that afforestation 
has a significant role to play in mitigation, particularly through carbon sequestration and sets a 
target of 8,000 hectares per annum of new planting.  While this is a challenging target, our aim 
is to progress towards it through engaging with a range of landowners, from farmers through to 
State Bodies and Local Authorities. We will be building on current planting levels and working 
closely with all stakeholders to achieve the new target.

In pursuit of this aim, we will continue to offer generous grants and premiums for affor-
estation under the national forestry programme and to fund promotional and communication 
campaigns which highlight the multi-functional benefits of forestry. We will also be continu-
ing to support forest-owners in the sustainable management of their asset through knowledge 
transfer groups.

We will, of course, also be examining ways in which farm forestry can be better integrated 
into the new CAP which is currently under discussion.

17/09/2019WRU03000Horse Sport Ireland

17/09/2019WRU03100504. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he is taking to implement a review by a company (details supplied) of Horse Sport Ireland; 
his views on the recommendation in the report of the additional resource requirements of Horse 
Sport Ireland to support the expansion of the sector in view of a series of recent reports on the 
need for diversification in agriculture; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37500/19]

17/09/2019WRU03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In 2016, my 
Department commissioned Indecon International Consultants to undertake a review of Horse 
Sport Ireland.  The report was published in 2017. My Department continues to work closely 
with Horse Sport Ireland on the implementation of the recommendations. Much progress has 
been made in this regard. Notable is the progress made regarding the proposal to rationalise the 
board. This is close to finality with only the Northern representative outstanding.  A recruitment 
process through the Public Appointments Service was undertaken to select a new chairperson 
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and three board members. These members are in place alongside the four industry representa-
tives.

Regarding additional resource requirements for Horse Sport Ireland to support the expan-
sion of the sector, I have increased the budget allocated to Horse Sport Ireland from €2.0m in 
2017 to €2.5m in 2018 and I have approved a further increase of €500,000 to €3.0m in 2019.  
This is an increase of 50% on the 2017 allocation.   

My Department is clearly fully committed to maximising the potential of the Sport Horse 
industry and continues to provide support to it both financially and with policy initiatives.  I 
have recently received a funding submission for 2020, the detail of which will be considered in 
the context of the 2020 budget negotiations.

17/09/2019WRU03300Forestry Sector

17/09/2019WRU03400505. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the natural regeneration of the biodiversity on a bog will supersede the requirement to replant 
forestry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37542/19]

17/09/2019WRU03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): It may not 
always be the case that natural regeneration is the best option on a particular site, this depends 
on the management objectives of the forest to be established and any environmental sensitivi-
ties that may need to be taken into consideration.  In time, pioneer species such as willow and 
birch will establish themselves on bogs - however, afforestation of these site types may offer an 
opportunity to introduce trees of superior genetic quality in a shorter space of time. 

For these reasons, the suitability of natural regeneration on reforestation sites is made by my 
Department on a case-by-case basis.

17/09/2019WRU03600Teagasc Administration

17/09/2019WRU03700506. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
Teagasc is in talks with the IDA with a view to Teagasc occupying part of the IDA lands at a 
location (details supplied). [37550/19]

17/09/2019WRU03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am advised 
by Teagasc that they are not in any talks with the IDA with a view to occupying any part of the 
IDA lands in the location mentioned.

17/09/2019WRU03900Agriculture Scheme Appeals

17/09/2019WRU04000507. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37585/19]

17/09/2019WRU04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A report de-
tailing findings of an inspection on the holding of the person named, and carried out by the Na-
tional Parks and Wildlife Service, was referred to my Department’s Cross Compliance Unit for 
attention. This report detailed breaches relating to the cross-compliance requirements under the 
Habitats Directive, resulting in a 20% penalty being applied against the 2017 Direct Payment 
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Schemes. The person named was notified of this decision on 13 December 2017.  

A Department review of this decision was sought, the outcome of which was to uphold the 
inspection findings.  The person named appealed this decision to the independent Agriculture 
Appeals Office and the outcome was unsuccessful. I understand that the person named has sub-
mitted a further appeal request to the AAO which is currently being examined. Officials in my 
Department will continue to liaise with the Agricultural Advisor of the person named. 

In the event that the person named is dissatisfied with the outcome of this process, it is open 
to them to refer the matter further to the Office of the Ombudsman.

17/09/2019WRU04200Climate Change Policy

17/09/2019WRU04300508. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
emissions budget for methane and nitrous oxide for 2020 to 2030; the emission budget cumu-
latively for the same period; the specific emissions reduction measures he plans to implement; 
and the planned reduction amount of each in order to meet emissions reduction obligations 
under the EU Effort Sharing Regulation. [37594/19]

17/09/2019WRU04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The All-of 
Government Climate Action Plan to tackle climate breakdown sets out a target for emissions 
from the sector in 2030 to be between 17.5 and 19 Mt CO2 eq. by achieving between 16.5 and 
18.5 Mt CO2 eq. cumulative abatement over the period 2021 to 2030 for the agriculture sector. 
In addition, the sector will also deliver an additional 26.8 Mt CO2 eq. through better land use 
management such as afforestation and improved management of peaty grasslands.  

The plan identifies 34 actions for the sector that will contribute to our transition to a low 
carbon economy and society across abatement measures, carbon sequestration measures and 
displacement of fossil fuels and reflects our three-pillar policy approach to achieving carbon 
neutrality without comprising sustainable food production of: 

1. Reducing agricultural emissions;

2. Increasing carbon sequestration; and 

3. Displacing and substituting fossil fuel and energy intensive materials. 

The actions in this plan are informed by the recent Teagasc Marginal Cost Abatement Curve 
report (MACC) - An Analysis of Abatement Potential of Greenhouse Gas Emissions in Irish 
Agriculture 2021-2030 as an identifiable suite of actions for delivery. These actions include 
both efficiency measures such as the Dairy EBI programme and technical measures such as 
changes in fertiliser type or low emissions slurry spreading as well as a series of forestry and 
bioeceonomy measures. In order to achieve our 2030 emissions reduction target without im-
pacting our current national herd, the agriculture sector will need to achieve the full abatement 
potential of all actions identified in the Teagasc report. This will require early adoption and high 
levels of take-up of all measures across all our 139,000 farms.

Through a combination of these measures the agri-food sector will contribute significantly 
to the national ambition of transitioning to a low-carbon economy and society. Co-operation, 
collaboration and collective responsibility is necessary, and I can assure you that the sector can 
and will play its part.
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17/09/2019WRU04500EU Regulations

17/09/2019WRU04600509. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the implications of the proposed EU regulation 2017/2403 for marine conservation and the 
preservation and sustainable management of fish stocks in Irish waters; the impact on proposed 
marine protection areas or Natura 2000 sites; the way in which he plans to manage additional 
vessels fishing in Irish waters to ensure that fish stocks are conserved and managed sustainably; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37595/19]

17/09/2019WRU04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Regulation 
(EU) 2019/498, amending Regulation (EU) 2017/2403 on the sustainable management of ex-
ternal fishing fleets, was introduced by the EU in March 2019.  The 2019 Regulation provides 
a legal framework to allow the authorisation of EU and UK vessels to continue to fish in each 
other’s waters until 31 December 2019, if agreement is reached between the UK and the EU on 
such access.  The European Commission has put forward a proposal to extend this temporary 
framework to 31 December 2020, if a Withdrawal Agreement is not in place.   

The purpose of these regulations is to provide for the necessary legal framework which 
would allow the continuation of existing fishing activities, by enabling the EU and the UK to 
grant access for each other’s fleets.  This would only apply if the UK withdraw from the EU on 
1 November 2019 without a Withdrawal Agreement in place and if the EU and the UK  agree 
on continuation of access.  The Regulation does not provide a commitment of ongoing recipro-
cal access – it simply creates the necessary legal framework to allow for the possibility of such 
access.  

Both my officials and I have had intensive discussions with the European Commission, 
other relevant Member States and stakeholders regarding the potential negative impacts of dis-
placement of vessels into the Irish EEZ due to Brexit on the Irish fishing industry and the wider 
sector as whole.  These discussions intensified in recent months and were based on preparatory 
work already done.  

The outcome of these discussions can be seen in the EU Brexit Contingency plan that was 
published on the 10th of April.  This highlights fisheries as one of the most immediately critical 
issues facing the EU in a no-deal Brexit. 

Throughout the discussions around Brexit, I emphasised the necessity for a coordinated 
European response to ensure that there would be proportionate and equitable use of mitigation 
measures overseen by the Commission.  As I have stated previously, I am seeking additional EU 
funds to support these mitigation measures if they become necessary.

My Department, along with the SFPA, Marine Institute and BIM, will continue to monitor 
the situation to ensure that Ireland’s marine area is managed sustainably.

17/09/2019WRU04800Climate Change Policy

17/09/2019WRU04900510. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
measures he plans to take to ensure that Ireland is not a net emitter of GHGs once the LULUCF 
regulation takes effect; and the measures he plans to increase the level of reafforestation to en-
sure that soil carbon and sequestration from forestry is maintained. [37596/19]

17/09/2019WRU05000518. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
measures he plans to take to persuade farmers to engage in afforestation programmes under the 
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recent Climate Action Plan 2019. [37604/19]

17/09/2019WRU05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 510 and 518 together.

The Climate Action Plan is a comprehensive government  response to the risks associated 
with climate change and outlines actions and strategies to reduce and manage those risks through 
a combination of mitigation and adaptation responses.  The Plan recognises that afforestation 
has a significant role to play in mitigation, particularly through carbon sequestration  and sets a  
target of 8,000 hectares per annum of new planting. Achieving this target will be challenging, 
as recent trends have not delivered planting at this rate.  It is the case that farm forestry is key 
to increasing our planting rates, and it is of note that the majority of planting in recent years has 
been on farms, where forestry complements the farming enterprise and provides the farmer with 
an additional income source and a long-term asset.

Successive national programmes have supported afforestation and I will continue to support 
farmers to plant trees through the provision of generous grants and 15 year premiums under 
the current Forestry Programme 2014 -2020.  These grants and premiums were significantly 
increased in 2018, with a view to encouraging greater uptake, and this has had some impact, 
particularly in terms of broadleaf planting.  

A greater awareness of the multi-functional benefits of forestry will make afforestation a 
more attractive proposition for all land-owners, including farmers. That is why I have funded 15 
promotional projects, at a cost of nearly €1million to raise awareness of the environmental, rec-
reational and social benefits of forestry. These projects, which run to end 2020, have a regional 
spread and cover a range of activities from educational to community-based initiatives to for-
est management and open days on woodland establishment.  This is in addition to the Teagasc 
Forestry Promotion Campaign 2018 – 2020 which has an important focus on educating the next 
generation of young farmers in forestry as they pass through the Teagasc third level college 
system. The campaign also includes promotion activities at farming events across the country 
such as the Dairy Open Day and Crops and Cultivation Open Day targeting farmers who may 
not have considered forestry as an option. 

Current farm forestry owners can encourage others to plant or even increase the level of 
planting on their own farms. These forest-owners are receiving assistance in understanding and 
managing their forest asset through Knowledge Transfer groups, where peer-to-peer learning 
and trained advisors disseminate information over a series of meetings.   My Department funds 
these groups with 37 new groups approved this year.  The message that needs to be more widely 
understood is that a valuable income can be secured from a forestry crop and this may go some 
way towards addressing the reluctance  to plant.

We will of course also be examining ways in which farm forestry can be better integrated 
into the new CAP. This is to ensure that there are no barriers to planting while also providing 
for possible tree-planting measures under the new CAP through, for example, new agri-envi-
ronment schemes.

17/09/2019WRU05200Diplomatic Representation

17/09/2019WRU05300511. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the instructions given to agriculture and food attachés to embassies that have such officials in 
respect of climate change commitments in the agrifood sector; and the job descriptions of each. 
[37597/19]
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17/09/2019WRU05400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The role of the 
Agriculture Attaché is wide and varied and depends on the location of the posting.  The main 
functions of the post include gathering and dissemination of information, including in respect of 
climate change, in both directions to and from the host country and to and from the Department 
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  Other functions include trade assistance, development 
and facilitation in co-operation with Team Ireland and representation of Ireland’s interests at 
EU and international level.  All Agriculture Attaché roles include the development of relation-
ships at both political and official level to ensure the positive representation of Ireland’s inter-
ests overseas and my experience is that such contacts are crucial.

My Department, including our overseas Attachés, is acutely aware of challenges we face as 
a society regarding Climate Change and is actively engaged as part of the whole of Government 
approach in how we must go further in transitioning to a low-carbon, competitive, sustainable 
and climate resilient economy and society. 

The recent All-of-Government Climate Plan to tackle Climate Change sets out over 180 
actions to meet Ireland’s EU targets for 2030 (i.e. 30% reduction on GHG emissions based on 
2005 levels) and sets an ambition of net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 while acknowl-
edging the national policy position of an approach to carbon neutrality within the agriculture 
and land-use sector. 

Our Agriculture Attachés have a unique opportunity in their roles to disseminate Irish Gov-
ernment Climate Change Policy while also acting as a conduit for the learning and exchanging 
of international best practice to inform and update our own approach.

17/09/2019WRU05500Teagasc Activities

17/09/2019WRU05600512. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he has requested Teagasc to develop a new MACC analysis for climate mitigation that includes 
scenarios with a smaller national herd as per the advice of the Climate Change Advisory Coun-
cil in its 2019 Annual Review. [37598/19]

17/09/2019WRU05700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has noted the Climate Change Advisory Council`s Annual Review 2019 which sets out 
several different scenarios whereby methane emissions from the national herd can be reduced. 
The CCAC report is a useful supplement to the Teagasc GHG Marginal Abatement Cost Curve 
which sets out a range of available mitigation tools based on efficiencies and technologies 
which can reduce emissions without reducing numbers.

It is important to recognise that Teagasc also prepared a parallel analysis of six scenarios il-
lustrating a range of activity levels and associated GHG emissions for the sector. This scenario 
analysis informed the Teagasc MACC curve on which the agricultural actions within the All-of-
Government Climate Action Plan are based. 

Based on the Teagasc MACC curve, provided we implement all of the mitigation actions 
identified early and to the highest feasible level of adoption, the comprehensive targets set for 
the sector across emission reductions, sequestration and contributing to energy production are 
achievable. This target in the climate plan is committing us to managing our methane emissions 
without comprising our ability to sustainably produce food.

As technology and markets evolve, the actions for emissions reduction will be kept under 
review.
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17/09/2019WRU05800Common Agricultural Policy Negotiations

17/09/2019WRU05900513. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to develop rewilding and peatland restoration projects on blanket bogland designated for 
agricultural purposes; his further plans in regard to a budget for such schemes under the revised 
CAP; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37599/19]

17/09/2019WRU06000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Projects in 
respect of designated Boglands would primarily be a matter for the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service of the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in the first instance.

As regards the Common Agricultural Policy 2021-2027, the Deputy will be aware that draft 
proposals were launched by Commissioner Hogan on 1 June 2018 and negotiations on the draft 
proposals are continuing at EU level. While significant progress has been made in the negotia-
tion process to date, decisions on key issues have still to be agreed upon at EU level.  

The shape of the next CAP will be very much determined by its budgetary allocation for the 
same period.  Funding for the next CAP is part of a broader discussion on the EU budget, which 
is negotiated by EU Finance Ministers and then agreed by the European Council and European 
Parliament. 

Negotiations on the EU budgetary proposals are continuing in parallel with the CAP post-
2020 negotiation process.  Decisions on all aspects will be informed by the final outcome of 
CAP negotiations and the available budget.   I would like to reassure the deputy that I will 
continue to fight for a strong CAP budget and secure the best possible outcome for the Irish 
agri-food sector.

Following on from the last meeting of the CAP Stakeholder Consultative committee which 
took place on the 4th September, an open call for submissions on the CAP Strategic Plan – 
Strength, Weakness, Opportunity and Threat Analysis (SWOT) has been launched as part of the 
CAP post 2020 consultation process. The Open Call for submissions runs for a five week period 
from 9th September to 11th October 2019.  Full details of how interested parties and stakehold-
ers can respond to the Open Call for submissions are available on the Department website.

17/09/2019WRU06100Agriculture Scheme Payments

17/09/2019WRU06200514. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to include a requirement that existing hedgerows are maintained and improved as part of 
dairy expansion projects that receive funding from his Department; and the information sup-
plied to farmers regarding the importance of hedgerows via direct payments under pillar I of 
CAP. [37600/19]

17/09/2019WRU06300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
standards for Good Agricultural & Environmental Condition (GAEC) of Cross Compliance, 
hedgerows (including gappy hedges), trees in a line and drains/ditches are designated as Land-
scape Features. This designation means that all areas under these features are eligible for pay-
ment under the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) and other area-based schemes. Regardless of the 
purpose of funding from my Department, landscape features are protected under the require-
ments of GAEC meaning that, in general, they cannot be removed, damaged or interfered with. 

 Where, in exceptional circumstances, it is necessary to remove a hedgerow, remove a line 
of trees or fill in a drain for good reasons such as farmyard expansion, farmers may do so pro-
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vided a new hedgerow, new line of trees or drain of equal length is planted/dug in advance of 
the removal of the old hedgerow, line of trees or drain on the holding. Farmers can only replace 
like-with-like, for example you cannot replace a length of hedgerow with a line of trees. When 
replacing a hedgerow, the species used must be traditional to the area and the replacement 
hedge cannot be for amenity purposes, e.g. around a farmyard or driveway. In the case of land 
designated as SAC or SPA, hedgerows or drains cannot be removed without the prior approval 
of the National Parks and Wildlife Service.

Hedgerows must be maintained and encroachment into a field must be avoided.

To ensure compliance with these requirements, the Department uses a combination of ortho 
photography/satellite imagery and ground checks to confirm the presence and maintenance of 
landscape features. If an applicant is found to be in breach of the requirements, a sanction may 
apply under all area-based schemes and, in all cases, the removed landscaped feature must be 
reinstated.

Field boundaries such as hedgerows, stone walls and clay banks are also afforded protection 
under the Environmental Impact Assessment (Agriculture) Regulations (EIA) S.I. 456 of 2011 
(as amended by S.I. No. 142 of 2013 and S.I. No. 407 of 2017). 

The EIA Regulations set down clear requirements in respect of screening and approval of 
certain works on farms. These Regulations apply to three different types of activities;

- Restructuring of rural land holdings i.e. removal of field boundaries 

- Commencing to use uncultivated land or semi natural areas for intensive agriculture 

- Land drainage works on land used for agriculture 

Should a farmer intend to undertake any of these activities, screening and approval by 
my Department may be required under the EIA Regulations. An EIA Guidance document is 
available on my Department’s website.

Farmers are made aware of their responsibilities regarding Landscape Features and other 
Cross Compliance requirements through a number of channels. My Department’s website pro-
vides information on all aspects of Cross Compliance and inspections. In 2016, an ‘Explanatory 
Handbook for Cross Compliance Requirements’ was issued to all herd owners.

Staff of my Department, in conjunction with Teagasc, held a series of Cross Compliance 
events throughout the country during 2018 and 2019. These events afforded Department staff an 
opportunity to engage directly with farmers and assist them in furthering their knowledge and 
understanding of the Cross Compliance requirements including those surrounding hedgerows.

17/09/2019WRU06400Teagasc Funding

17/09/2019WRU06500515. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
measures he plans to take to improve the accessibility and affordability of farm advisory ser-
vices to farmers from Teagasc under the next CAP. [37601/19]

17/09/2019WRU06600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The CAP 
post-2020 proposals, launched by Commissioner Hogan on 1 June 2018, make it compulsory 
for Member States to provide farm advisory services on land and farm management to farmers 
and other beneficiaries of CAP support. The farm advisory services are expected to cover, at a 
minimum, the requirements and standards under conditionality, conditions for support schemes, 
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information on financial instruments and business plans, farm practices that prevent the devel-
opment of antimicrobial resistance, risk management, innovative support and the development 
of digital technologies in agriculture and rural areas. 

Teagasc advisory services make an important contribution to the provision of advice and 
support to farm families. My Department provides Teagasc with significant exchequer funding 
each year in order to support the delivery of these education, research and advisory services. 
In excess of €135m was provided in Grant Aid in 2019, an increase of €2.7m on 2018. The al-
location of that funding between the various services is an operational matter for Teagasc and 
its governing Authority. 

The fee structure for Teagasc advisory services is structured to ensure that the service is 
accessible to all farmers by having a range of services that farmers can avail of with different 
fees. The current fee schedule and methodology is open and transparent and available on the 
Teagasc website. 

As regards the Common Agricultural Policy 2021-2027, negotiations on the draft propos-
als are continuing at EU level. While significant progress has been made to date, decisions on 
key issues have still to be agreed upon at EU level,  including those relating to Farm Advisory 
Services.

17/09/2019WRU06700Climate Change Adaptation Plans

17/09/2019WRU06800516. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
his Department has made calculations of the land that is not under grass that might be available 
for conversion to tillage or agroforestry without the loss of soil carbon. [37602/19]

17/09/2019WRU06900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment is committed to mobilising the LULUCF credits as outlined in the All-of-Government 
Action Plan for Climate Change. These credits provide a means to assist the agricultural sector 
to contribute to Ireland’s ambition on climate action. This flexibility should not be seen as an 
offsetting proposal but rather, as an effort to broaden the “toolbox” of abatement options avail-
able to achieve targets, in particular for Ireland where existing abatement measures are costly 
and action in the LULUCF sector, that encourages removals and limits emissions, presents a 
more cost effective option.

Mobilising these credits will require the combined efforts of forest, cropland and grassland 
management. The Teagasc MACC outlines the specific types of actions explored to date and 
this does not presently include agro forestry options or cropping options on ‘new’ agricultural 
areas.  The forestry analysis carried out in support of the MACC was based on trees planted at 
conventional stocking i.e. lands converted to 100% forestry. 

Agroforestry is defined as widely spaced trees on grassland or cropland and my Depart-
ment provides funding for agroforestry under the afforestation scheme as one of a suite of op-
tions but take up by landowners has been limited to date.

17/09/2019WRU07000Climate Change Adaptation Plans

17/09/2019WRU07100517. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he will take in relation to the new advice from Teagasc that under no circumstances should 
peaty soils be drained; the way in which the information will be conveyed to farmers; and the 
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measures that will be put in place to ensure that this advice is heeded. [37603/19]

17/09/2019WRU07200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Teagasc 
Marginal Abatement Cost Curve (MACC) should not be interpreted as new advice but rather 
as a suite of measures that require careful consideration as to how the targets of the All-of-
Government Climate Action Plan can be achieved.  Like all suggested measures, my Depart-
ment will engage with farmers as to how to implement and understand best management prac-
tice.  In this respect, the Climate Action Plan sets out a target of at least 40,000 ha of reduced 
management intensity of grasslands on drained organic soils to 2030.   This will contribute 4.4 
Mt CO2 eq cumulative abatement of the overall target of 26.8 Mt CO2 eq abatement through 
Land Use, Land Use Change and forestry actions over the period 2021 to 2030.

Furthermore, it is important to note that the current EIA (Agriculture) Regulations require 
that land drainage activities above certain thresholds, must go through a process of application 
for screening or approval of the works proposed.  Similarly, if the drainage works does not 
exceed the size thresholds but is identified as ‘requiring consent’ or is a ‘notifiable action’ in a 
European site (e.g. SAC or SPA), or an NHA,  screening by my Department may also be neces-
sary under these regulations.

  Question No. 518 answered with Question No. 510.

  Question No. 519 answered with Question No. 488.

17/09/2019WRV00400Grant Payments

17/09/2019WRV00500520. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a partial depopulation grant for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37651/19]

17/09/2019WRV00600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion required to answer this query is not readily available at present as the file in question has 
been archived. 

A response will issue to the Deputy as soon as possible after receipt of the necessary infor-
mation.

17/09/2019WRV00700Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Payments

17/09/2019WRV00800521. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a payment for ANC will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [37664/19]

17/09/2019WRV00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Payments 
under the 2019 Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme are due to commence this week.

Payment under the Scheme can only issue where a number of scheme requirements have 
been met.  One such requirement is the maintenance of an annual average of 0.15 livestock 
units calculated over the 12 months of the calendar year.   Once the person name has met this 
stocking requirement and all other scheme requirements have been complied with, payment 
will issue as soon as possible.
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17/09/2019WRV01000Beef Industry

17/09/2019WRV01100522. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
progress in the resumed talks in addressing the issues facing the beef sector; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37702/19]

17/09/2019WRV01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There have 
been a series of formal negotiations with beef stakeholders, facilitated by my Department, since 
early August, culminating in an agreement being reached between stakeholders on Sunday 15 
September. I have also had ongoing contacts with farming organisations, representatives and 
individual farmers to try to seek a resolution to this dispute.

The parties to the Agreement reached on 15 September are:

- Meat Industry Ireland

 -Cattle and Sheep Farmers Association

- Macra na Feirme                                                     

- Independent Farmers Organisation of Ireland

- Irish Creamery Milk Suppliers Association            

- Beef Plan Movement

- Irish Farmers Association                                        

- Irish Natura and Hill Farmers Association

The full text of the Agreement is available at:

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/farmingsectors/beef/Agreement15Septem-
ber170919.pdf.

The Agreement involves a number of interventions which will provide immediate benefit 
for beef producers, as well as a range of strategic measures which seek to address structural 
imbalances in the sector.

As part of the deal, beef producers will benefit from an immediate   increase in a range of 
bonuses, as follows:

- an increase of 66% in the current in-spec bonus for steers and heifers from 12c/kg  to 20c/
kg;

- the introduction of a new  bonus of 8c/kg for steers and heifers aged between 30 to 36 
months,  which  meet all non-age related existing in-spec criteria, and which up to now  have 
not received any bonus; 

- the introduction of a new in-spec bonus of 12c/kg for steers and heifers under 30 months 
in the categories of grade O- and fat score 4+ , which currently do not qualify for any bonus.

- the in-spec 70 day residency requirement will be reduced to 60 days on the last farm.

These measures offer an immediate financial benefit for beef farmers. They both increase 
the level of bonus being paid and increase significantly the number of animals which are eli-
gible for a bonus. The cumulative effect is that over 70% of all steer and heifers slaughtered will 
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now be eligible for a bonus on top of the base price paid. 

A Beef Market Task Force will be established to provide leadership to develop a sustain-
able pathway for the future of the beef sector in terms of economic, environmental and social 
sustainability.  I will appoint an independent Chair for the Taskforce, which will include my De-
partment, relevant State agencies and nominees from farm organisations and the meat industry.  
The Taskforce will provide for a robust implementation structure for commitments entered into 
in this Agreement, with timelines and stakeholder engagement.  Furthermore, the Beef Market 
Taskforce will offer a suitable platform for strategic engagement with key stakeholders, includ-
ing retailers and regulatory authorities.

My Department is proactively engaging with several potential beef Producer Organisations, 
which have to potential to strengthen the bargaining power of beef farmers in the supply chain. 
The first beef Producer Organisation was approved by my Department last week.

A number of actions in the area of market transparency, beef promotion and strengthening 
the position of the farmer in the supply chain are included in the Agreement. For example:

- an immediate scientific review of the Quality Payment Grid by Teagasc;

- an independent review of market and customer requirements, specifically in relation to the 
four in-spec bonus criteria currently in operation in the Irish beef sector;

The agreed measures set a course towards greater clarity for all stakeholders involved in 
the beef supply chain, primarily farmers.  The entry into force of the Agreement is contingent 
on the cessation of all protests and blockades.  All parties to the Agreement took responsibility 
for ensuring that this would happen, by recommending the Agreement to those they represent.  
I would appeal to all those still protesting to consider the agreement carefully and to give it a 
chance to take effect, in the interest of their fellow farmers and the future of the beef sector. 

17/09/2019WRV01300Beef Industry

17/09/2019WRV01400523. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he has had discussions with the stakeholders in relation to the serious problems facing the beef 
sector; if the retail sector has been involved in such discussions; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37703/19]

17/09/2019WRV01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There have 
been a series of formal negotiations with beef stakeholders, facilitated by my Department, since 
early August, culminating in an agreement being reached between stakeholders on Sunday 15 
September. I have also had ongoing contacts with farming organisations, representatives and 
individual farmers to try to seek a resolution to this dispute.

 The parties to the Agreement reached on 15 September are:

- Meat Industry Ireland                                           

- Irish Cattle and Sheep Farmers Association

- Macra na Feirme                                                     

- Independent Farmers Organisation of Ireland

- Irish Creamery Milk Suppliers Association            
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- Beef Plan Movement

- Irish Farmers Association                                        

- Irish Natura and Hill Farmers Association

 The full text of the Agreement is available at:

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/farmingsectors/beef/Agreement15Septem-
ber170919.pdf.

 The Agreement involves a number of interventions which will provide immediate benefit 
for beef producers, as well as a range of strategic measures which seek to address structural 
imbalances in the sector.

 As part of the deal, beef producers will benefit from an immediate   increase in a range of 
bonuses, as follows:

- an increase of 66% in the current in-spec bonus for steers and heifers from 12c/kg  to 20c/
kg;

- the introduction of a new  bonus of 8c/kg for steers and heifers aged between 30 to 36 
months,  which  meet all non-age related existing in-spec criteria, and which up to now  have 
not received any bonus; 

- the introduction of a new in-spec bonus of 12c/kg for steers and heifers under 30 months 
in the categories of grade O- and fat score 4+ , which currently do not qualify for any bonus.

- the in-spec 70 day residency requirement will be reduced to 60 days on the last farm.

These measures offer an immediate financial benefit for beef farmers. They both increase 
the level of bonus being paid and increase significantly the number of animals which are eli-
gible for a bonus. The cumulative effect is that over 70% of all steer and heifers slaughtered will 
now be eligible for a bonus on top of the base price paid. 

 A Beef Market Task Force will be established to provide leadership to develop a sustain-
able pathway for the future of the beef sector in terms of economic, environmental and social 
sustainability.  I will appoint an independent Chair for the Taskforce, which will include my De-
partment, relevant State agencies and nominees from farm organisations and the meat industry.  
The Taskforce will provide for a robust implementation structure for commitments entered into 
in this Agreement, with timelines and stakeholder engagement.  Furthermore, the Beef Market 
Taskforce will offer a suitable platform for strategic engagement with key stakeholders, includ-
ing retailers and regulatory authorities.

 My Department is proactively engaging with several potential beef Producer Organisations, 
which have to potential to strengthen the bargaining power of beef farmers in the supply chain. 
The first beef Producer Organisation was approved by my Department last week.

 A number of actions in the area of market transparency, beef promotion and strengthening 
the position of the farmer in the supply chain are included in the Agreement. For example:

 - an immediate scientific review of the Quality Payment Grid by Teagasc;

- an independent review of market and customer requirements, specifically in relation to the 
four in-spec bonus criteria currently in operation in the Irish beef sector;

The agreed measures set a course towards greater clarity for all stakeholders involved in 
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the beef supply chain, primarily farmers.  The entry into force of the Agreement is contingent 
on the cessation of all protests and blockades.  All parties to the Agreement took responsibility 
for ensuring that this would happen, by recommending the Agreement to those they represent. 
I would appeal to all those still protesting to consider the agreement carefully and to give it a 
chance to take effect, in the interest of their fellow farmers and the future of the beef sector. 

17/09/2019WRV01600Beef Environmental Efficiency Scheme Data

17/09/2019WRV01700524. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of applications to the beef environmental efficiency pilot scheme by the closing 
deadline by county; the number of applications approved by county; the number not approved 
by county; the number of approved applications in which payments have issued by county; 
and the number of approved applicants that have not been paid by county in tabular form. 
[37716/19]

17/09/2019WRV01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In January of 
this year, I launched the Beef Environmental Efficiency Pilot (BEEP), with a funding provision 
of €20m in 2019.  BEEP targets the weaning efficiency of suckler cows and calves, measuring 
the live weight of the calf pre-weaning as a percentage of the cow’s live weight. BEEP had been 
announced in Budget 2019 as part of the €78m Brexit package for the agri-food industry. As 
well as clear environmental and climate benefits, BEEP will provide additional farm income at 
a time of market volatility and uncertainty relating to Brexit. 

Some 19,131 farmers have registered their interest in participating in the Pilot and they 
will qualify for payment provided they comply with the requirements to weigh each cow and 
calf and provide the requisite data to ICBF in accordance with the Terms and Conditions. The 
€20 million funding available will allow for payment of up to a maximum of €40 per calf.  Pay-
ments are scheduled to commence towards the end of this year.

COUNTY APPLICANTS
CARLOW 269
CAVAN 923
CLARE 1,483
CORK 1,412
DONEGAL 912
DUBLIN 55
GALWAY 2,070
KERRY 965
KILDARE 217
KILKENNY 526
LAOIS 514
LEITRIM 645
LIMERICK 610
LONGFORD 574
LOUTH 182
MAYO 1,762
MEATH 454
MONAGHAN 648
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COUNTY APPLICANTS
OFFALY 477
ROSCOMMON 1,119
SLIGO 801
TIPPERARY 852
WATERFORD 292
WESTMEATH 591
WEXFORD 462
WICKLOW 316

17/09/2019WRV01900Beef Environmental Efficiency Scheme Data

17/09/2019WRV02000525. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of cows registered to the beef environmental efficiency pilot scheme by county 
in tabular form. [37717/19]

17/09/2019WRV02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In January of 
this year, I launched the Beef Environmental Efficiency Pilot (BEEP), with a funding provision 
of €20m in 2019.  BEEP targets the weaning efficiency of suckler cows and calves - measuring 
the live weight of the calf pre-weaning as a percentage of the cow’s live weight. BEEP had been 
announced in Budget 2019 as part of the €78m Brexit package for the agri-food industry. As 
well as clear environmental and climate benefits, BEEP will provide additional farm income at 
a time of market volatility and uncertainty relating to Brexit. 

Some 19,131 farmers have registered their interest in participating in the Pilot and they 
will qualify for payment provided they comply with the requirements to weigh each cow and 
calf and provide the requisite data to ICBF in accordance with the Terms and Conditions. The 
€20 million funding available will allow for payment of up to a maximum of €40 per calf. The 
details of the potentially eligible calves under the Pilot registered to those 19,131 holdings are 
broken down by county here:

COUNTY REGISTERED CALVES
CARLOW 8,723
CAVAN 20,968
CLARE 35,963
CORK 35,025
DONEGAL 15,464
DUBLIN 2,013
GALWAY 47,489
KERRY 20,330
KILDARE 7,401
KILKENNY 18,858
LAOIS 18,068
LEITRIM 10,177
LIMERICK 15,982
LONGFORD 13,966
LOUTH 5,615
MAYO 32,168
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COUNTY REGISTERED CALVES
MEATH 15,892
MONAGHAN 13,773
OFFALY 15,637
ROSCOMMON 24,915
SLIGO 14,586
TIPPERARY 27,471
WATERFORD 10,624
WESTMEATH 18,445
WEXFORD 16,851
WICKLOW 10,376
 

17/09/2019WRV02200Agriculture Scheme Data

17/09/2019WRV02300526. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of eligible farmers under the beef emergency aid measure scheme by county; 
the number of applications to the scheme; the number of approved applicants; the number of ap-
plicants whose applications were refused; the number of approved applicants that have received 
funding by county in tabular form; and if he will consider extending the deadline to ensure the 
maximum number of persons can apply to the scheme and drawdown funding. [37718/19]

17/09/2019WRV02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The object 
of the Beef Exceptional Aid Measure (BEAM) is to provide temporary exceptional adjustment 
aid to farmers in the beef sector in Ireland subject to the conditions set out in EU Commission 
Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/1132. BEAM is funded by a combination of EU excep-
tional aid and Exchequer support, provided in light of the difficult circumstances that Irish beef 
farmers have been facing as a result of market volatility and uncertainty.

Under the scheme, aid will be paid on adult cattle slaughtered between September 24, 2018, 
and May 12, 2019, at a rate of €100 per animal subject to a maximum of 100 finished animals 
per herd.  Aid will also be paid on suckler cows that calved in 2018, at a rate of €40 per animal 
subject to a maximum of 40 sucklers per herd. 

In order to be eligible for payment applicants needed to be a participant on one of the fol-
lowing schemes;

- Organic Farm Scheme (OFS)

- Green Low Carbon Agri-Environmental Scheme (GLAS)

- Beef Environmental Efficiency Pilot (BEEP)

- Beef Data and Genomics Programme (BDGP)

or

- Be a participant or agree to join the Bord Bia – Sustainable Beef and Lamb Assurance 
Scheme (SBLAS)

Applications for BEAM were accepted from the 19th August with the deadline for applica-
tions passing on midnight of the 15th   September.  At the date, there were 32,525 approved 
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applications received and these will be subject to validation and controls prior to any payment 
being made. A further 481 applications have been submitted under appeal from applicants that 
have been deemed ineligible but who have requested to be considered for inclusion in the 
scheme. Payments under BEAM are scheduled to commence in December 2019.

Following consultation with stakeholders, I have now reopened the online application facil-
ity and applications can now be submitted up until 5pm on Friday 20th September.  I am also 
happy to facilitate potential applicants at my Department’s stand at the National Ploughing 
Championships where I will have a dedicated team on site each day to answer any queries ap-
plicants may have and assist them in submitting their applications.

The county breakdown of potentially eligible herds as defined in the scheme Terms and 
Conditions is as follows:

COUNTY Number of  Eligible Herds
Carlow 877
Cavan 3,356
Clare 4,584
Cork 5,825
Donegal 4,102
Dublin 259
Galway 8,517
Kerry 3,689
Kildare 1,270
Kilkenny 1,754
Laois 1,914
Leitrim 2,437
Limerick 2,948
Longford 1,826
Louth 778
Mayo 7,222
Meath 2,273
Monaghan 2,878
Offaly 2,120
Roscommon 4,227
Sligo 2,670
Tipperary 3,708
Waterford 1,046
Westmeath 2,181
Wexford 1,732
Wicklow 1,119

17/09/2019WRV02500Brexit Issues

17/09/2019WRV02600527. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on comments (details supplied) that in the event of a no-deal Brexit there will be 
checks on goods and live animals, with some taking place near the Border. [37719/19]
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17/09/2019WRV02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Taoiseach 
and the Government have maintained a clear and consistent position on this issue. It has been, 
and remains, that the Government’s preferred outcome is a deal on the basis of the Withdrawal 
Agreement. This is the best way to ensure an orderly withdrawal, protect the Good Friday 
Agreement and avoid a hard border. Without a Withdrawal Agreement, avoiding a border would 
become more complex and challenging. There are no easy answers, and any solution will be 
suboptimal compared to the backstop contained in the Withdrawal Agreement.

The Brexit Contingency Action Plan Update of July 2019 makes it clear that a no-deal 
Brexit would result in far-reaching change on the island of Ireland. The Government is working 
closely with the European Commission to meet the shared, twin objectives of protecting the 
Single Market and Ireland’s place in it, and avoiding physical infrastructure at the border. This 
work is looking at the necessary checks to preserve Ireland’s full participation in the Single 
Market and Customs Union, and this work is on-going. 

Avoiding the return of a hard border is a Government priority. The Government must protect 
peace on the island and the success of the all-island economy. This is why the backstop contin-
ues to be a critical component of the Withdrawal Agreement, unless and until a realistic, legally-
binding, and practical alternative is found. As the Taoiseach made clear in his comments, no 
such proposal has been received to date.

17/09/2019WRV02800Land Issues

17/09/2019WRV02900528. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the estimated quantity of land in hectares nationally and by county that is not eligible for 
current CAP pillar 1 payments which is high in biodiversity and that his Department has indi-
cated to the European Court of Auditors should be eligible for pillar 2 payments under the Rural 
Development Programme per an article (details supplied) in tabular form. [37720/19]

17/09/2019WRV03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The data re-
quested by the Deputy is currently being compiled, and will be forwarded directly to the Deputy 
as soon as this has been completed.

17/09/2019WRV03100Better Energy Homes Scheme Data

17/09/2019WRV03200529. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the processing time for new applications under the SEAI warmer homes scheme 
in counties Meath and Louth. [37233/19]

17/09/2019WRV03300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme provides energy efficiency upgrades to 
the homes of people living in or at risk of energy poverty. These upgrades are provided free of 
charge to the homeowner. The Scheme is administered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of 
Ireland (SEAI) on behalf of my Department. The initial Warmer Homes Scheme budget alloca-
tion for 2019 was €24 million. However, following a mid-year capital review conducted by my 
Department and SEAI, the budget has been increased to €39.8 million for 2019.   Approvals 
under the scheme can be granted within a number of days of the SEAI receiving a completed 
application. The home is then scheduled for a technical survey and subsequently allocated to 
a contractor to carry out the works. The most recent data available indicates that the average 
waiting times from date of application to date of works completion is 8 months for shallow 
measures and 11 months for deeper measures. My Department does not currently have a break-



17 September 2019

233

down of processing times by county. 

17/09/2019WRV03400National Broadband Plan

17/09/2019WRV03500530. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the national broadband plan contractor will be able to claim compensation for 
the additional premises connected by Eir under the commitment agreement. [36963/19]

17/09/2019WRV03600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Since July 2013, my Department has engaged in an ongoing and extensive process 
of mapping and monitoring of broadband availability in Ireland. This has been supported by a 
number of public consultations from 2014 to date. My Department is now conducting a consul-
tation (see link here ) which provides an opportunity for broadband infrastructure operators to 
review the NBP Map to ensure that it correctly represents the information provided by them in 
the course of past mapping and public consultation exercises.

The consultation also seeks to assist the Department in its ongoing monitoring of commer-
cial roll out. eir has reported that an additional circa 34,000 premises outside but contiguous 
to the 300,000 rural deployment have also been passed at the end of June 2019. However, as 
these premises are not covered by the Commitment Agreement signed by eir in April 2017, they 
have to date remained in the Intervention Area i.e. represented as AMBER on the High Speed 
Broadband Map. Where eir demonstrates that these premises are in fact passed and subject to 
providing sufficient assurances that at least 95% of orders received from these premises will be 
connected at the standard regulated connection charge, the NBP map could be revised to reflect 
this. The consultation also seeks to identify premises where commercial plans have not materi-
alised and, similar to the update to the NBP Map in 2017 where 84,500 premises were brought 
back into the Intervention Area, premises previously marked as commercially served could be 
brought into the Intervention Area as part of this consultation process.

17/09/2019WRV03700Fuel Poverty

17/09/2019WRV03800531. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if he has or is conducting a review into fuel poverty in accordance with the priority 
recommendation on page 48 (details supplied) of the 2019 report of the Oireachtas Joint Com-
mittee on Climate Action. [37063/19]

17/09/2019WRV03900532. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the Department which is undertaking a review into fuel poverty in accordance with 
the priority recommendation on page 48 (details supplied) of the 2019 report of the Oireachtas 
Joint Committee on Climate Action; the groups or stakeholders the review has or is consult-
ing; and when the review will be completed and circulated to members of the Houses of the 
Oireachtas. [37064/19]

17/09/2019WRV04000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 531 and 532 together. 

The Government published the first Climate Action Plan on 17 June. The plan sets out, for 
the first time, the actions Ireland needs to take to reach our 2030 targets to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions, and also puts Ireland on the right trajectory towards net-zero carbon emissions 
by 2050.



Questions - Written Answers

234

I welcomed the report of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Climate Action which worked 
for months to establish a broad cross party consensus on a number of difficult issues, including a 
recommendation in favour of increasing the carbon tax to €80/t by 2030. The Government then 
adopted a similar commitment in the Climate Action Plan, as one action of the over 180 actions 
in the Plan. In so doing, the Joint Oireachtas Committee and the government are acting on the 
best advice of the Climate Change Advisory Council. 

At a recent meeting of the Budget Oversight Committee, the Chair of the Climate Change 
Advisory Council stated that “a massive body of evidence from across the world shows that 
carbon taxes are essential. There are very few carbon tax deniers in the economics community. 
A recent statement by a large number of American economists, including 27 Nobel prize win-
ners, identified carbon taxes as essential for the US and the world.”

The government has been taking a number of steps to combat energy poverty: 

- €26.3m funding between 2016 and 2019 for the Warmth and Wellbeing Scheme which 
targets those suffering from chronic health conditions. 

- The eligibility criteria for the Warmer Homes Scheme was expanded to capture more 
people suffering deprivation. Deeper measures are also now provided under the scheme. A total 
of €105.7m has been provided for this scheme between 2016 and 2019 supporting over 20,500 
energy efficiency upgrades during that period. 

- €79m in funding has been provided to the Better Energy Community Scheme between 
2016 and 2019 which has supported innovative, community-led initiatives, some of which have 
helped to address energy poverty.

- The Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU) has ensured that competitive energy 
markets are working for all consumers, including those in, or at risk of, energy poverty. 

The Climate Action Plan commits to reviewing ways to improve how current energy pov-
erty schemes target those most in need. That work is underway. 

The Department of Finance is also completing a distributional analysis of an increase in 
the carbon tax trajectory and the impact this will have on different groups, including those in 
poverty. 

The question of how the carbon tax will impact on different income cohorts was examined 
in the recently published ESRI report titled ‘Carbon taxation in Ireland: distributional effects of 
revenue recycling policies’. This report is available at: https://www.esri.ie/publications/carbon-
taxation-in-ireland-distributional-effects-of-revenue-recycling-policies. 

A public consultation to ascertain the views of the public on the options for the use of rev-
enues raised from increases in the Carbon Tax recently concluded. The Department of Finance 
consultation paper identified a range of potential options including a number of fuel poverty 
options. A copy of the consultation paper can be downloaded from: https://assets.gov.ie/9384/
b078dbb6c7614c748b897ba01b481532.pdf

17/09/2019WRV04200Landfill Sites

17/09/2019WRV04300533. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 546 of 21 May 2019, if a shortlist of can-
didates have been invited to tender for the project; the closing date for receipt of tenders; and if 
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he will make a statement on the matter. [37088/19]

17/09/2019WRV04400541. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 546 of 21 May 2019, if a shortlist of can-
didates have been invited to tender for the project; the closing date for receipt of tenders; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [37304/19]

17/09/2019WRV04500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 533 and 541 together.  

In December 2018, Kildare County Council, the contracting authority, invited tenders for 
the remediation of Kerdiffstown landfill. The closing date for submissions was extended until 
14 February 2019 on foot of requests for more time made on the eTenders procurement website. 

This process of evaluation is still underway and Kildare County Council have now short-
listed tenders received from interested parties who have engaged in the tendering process, with 
a view to awarding a successful tenderer by the end of this year. The procurement process is 
being managed by Kildare County Council in accordance with the Office of Public Procurement 
guidelines and regulatory framework. Information is available on the Kildare County Council 
website (Kerdiffstown Park) at http://www.kildare.ie/countycouncil/kerdiffstownpark/.

17/09/2019WRV04600Legislative Measures

17/09/2019WRV04700534. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the Minerals Development Act 2017 is fully enacted; if not, the legislation that 
pertains to minerals development; the environmental protection laws that apply to the Act in 
force; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37135/19]

17/09/2019WRV04800Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): The Minerals Development Act 2017 was enacted on the 26th 
July 2017 however it is not yet commenced. The legislation relating to minerals development is 
covered in the Minerals Development Acts 1940 to 1999 as amended.    There are three separate 
State consents required to develop a mine:

- An Integrated Pollution Control (IPC) Licence is required from the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency; 

- Planning Permission is required from the Local Authority (including preparation of a com-
prehensive Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to support their application for Planning 
Permission); and 

- A Mining Lease/Licence is required from the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment.

17/09/2019WRV04900Broadband Service Provision

17/09/2019WRV05000535. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the roll out of broadband to a premises (details supplied). [37172/19]

17/09/2019WRV05100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Every home, farm, school and business in Ireland will have access to high speed 
broadband – no matter where they are located – following the Government’s decision to ap-



Questions - Written Answers

236

prove the appointment of a preferred bidder to the National Broadband Plan. Under this plan, 
Ireland will become one of the first countries in the world to ensure that those in rural areas have 
the same digital opportunities as those in urban areas.    The premises referenced by the Deputy 
is located in the AMBER area on the National Broadband Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband 
Map, which is available on my Department’s website at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER 
areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led Intervention under the NBP. 

The State intervention is the subject of the procurement process to engage a company to 
build, operate and maintain the NBP State intervention network. In May I brought a recommen-
dation to Government to confer Preferred Bidder status on Granahan McCourt, the remaining 
bidder in the NBP procurement process and Government agreed to this. 

The Government Decision of 7 May 2019 means that it is intended to award the State In-
tervention contract to the Bidder. This award is subject to contract close. The finalisation of 
financial closure and legal requirements are progressing towards contract award. Deployment 
of the NBP State Intervention network will commence shortly after that. 

The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment.

A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once the contract is signed. In the 
first year of roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Connection Points 
(BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed in 
each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, enhancing 
online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these locations. 

The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises at the end of the second year, with 70-
100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

Work continues on finalising the contract and in parallel to this work, I am considering the 
recommendations of the Joint Oireachtas Communications Committee report which was pub-
lished recently. I will bring my deliberations of the report to Government in due course.

17/09/2019WRV05200Fishing Industry

17/09/2019WRV05300536. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if his attention has been drawn to fines being issued by Inland Fisheries Ireland to 
anglers fishing without possession of a midlands regional fishing permit; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37213/19]

17/09/2019WRV05400Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment (Deputy Seán Canney): The Midlands Fisheries Permit applies to fisheries in the 
ownership of the ESB which are defined as private fisheries.    The ESB’s midlands fisheries 
are managed by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) by agreement with the ESB including and ar-
rangement for IFI to use the permit fees, due to ESB as fishery owners, from these fisheries to 
fund the management costs. These costs are additional to IFI’s costs for managing State owned 
fisheries. ESB charge similar fees for its directly managed fisheries. 

The practice of charging permit fees is long established and angling clubs that licence a 
fishery from the State may also charge a permit for anglers, not a member of the club. 

It is important to note that a significant portion of the permit revenue is redistributed by IFI 
into the catchments by way of the Midlands Fisheries Fund which provides funding to angling 
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clubs, community groups etc. to enhance those fisheries. 

Annual permit fees amount to 86c per week for adults, 48c per week for senior citizens and 
38c per week for juveniles. Permits for shorter periods are also available. 

Section 178 of the Fisheries Consolidation Act 1959 provides that it is an offence to fish in 
a private fishery without the required authorisation. IFI are charged with enforcing this section 
and section 80 of the Inland Fisheries Act 2010 provides that a fixed charge notice may be is-
sued in respect of such offences. 

17/09/2019WRV05500Salmon Management Report

17/09/2019WRV05600537. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if his attention has been drawn to a recent article (details supplied); if his Depart-
ment is committed to the salmon conservation programme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [37216/19]

17/09/2019WRV05700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The media report referred to by the Deputy does not in any way reflect the context or 
content of the conversation which took place at a meeting at which I was present on 23 July last.   

My Department is fully committed to fisheries conservation and protection. Salmon in all 
waters in Ireland are afforded specific protection via established fisheries policy, licensing, tag-
ging, the opening, closing or catch and release provisions for fisheries based on the state of their 
individual stock and annual conservation legislation initiated by the Department. All of this is 
underpinned by annual scientific assessment of each of Ireland’s more than 140 genetically dis-
tinct salmon fisheries. Ireland’s protection of salmon is considered best in class internationally 
and aligns fully with the EU Habitats Directive and the North Atlantic Salmon Conservation 
Organisation (NASCO) principles. 

The salmon management regime also applies to sea-trout over 40cms in length and the 
potential to extend similar protection policies to other salmonid species could be considered to 
afford particular protection to salmonids generally.

17/09/2019WRV05800Medical Waste Disposal

17/09/2019WRV05900538. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the position regarding introducing a bin charge waiver for households that have to 
dispose of incontinence wear; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37220/19]

17/09/2019WRV06000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Since mid-2017, a range of charging options have operated, which encourage house-
holders to reduce and separate their waste. This provides flexibility to waste collectors to devel-
op various service-price offerings that suit different household circumstances. Mandatory per 
kilogramme ‘pay by weight’ charging was not introduced.  A Price Monitoring Group (PMG) 
was established in mid-2017 to monitor the on-going cost of residential waste collection to 
homeowners across Ireland as the ‘flat-rate structure’ was being phased out. While fluctuations 
in prices and service offerings have been observed, the overall trend has been relative price 
stability.    My Department has engaged with relevant stakeholders, including representative 
organisations and public bodies, in an effort to see how best to provide a financial support to 
persons with long-term incontinence with respect to the disposal of medical incontinence wear. 
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While there are complex issues at play in this area, which are understandable given the sen-
sitive nature of the medical data in question, my Department is continuing to examine options 
to address this issue.

17/09/2019WRV06100Broadband Service Provision

17/09/2019WRV06200539. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if fibre broadband will be supplied to an area (details supplied). [37289/19]

17/09/2019WRV06300540. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if fibre broadband will be supplied to an area (details supplied). [37290/19]

17/09/2019WRV06400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 539 and 540 together. 

Every home, farm, school and business in Ireland will have access to high speed broadband 
– no matter where they are located – following the Government’s decision to approve the ap-
pointment of a preferred bidder to the National Broadband Plan. 

Under this plan, Ireland will become one of the first countries in the world to ensure that 
those in rural areas have the same digital opportunities as those in urban areas. 

Both premises referenced by the Deputy are located in the AMBER area on the National 
Broadband Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s 
website at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the pro-
posed State led Intervention under the NBP. 

This intervention is the subject of the procurement process to engage a company to build, 
operate and maintain the NBP State intervention network. In May I brought a recommendation 
to Government to confer Preferred Bidder status on Granahan McCourt, the remaining bidder 
in the NBP procurement process and Government agreed to this. 

The Government Decision of 7 May 2019 means that it is intended to award the State Inter-
vention contract to the Bidder. This award is subject to contract close, including finalisation of 
financial and legal documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network will com-
mence shortly that. 

The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment.

A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once the contract is signed. In the 
first year of roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Connection Points 
(BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed in 
each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, enhancing 
online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these locations. 

The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises at the end of the second year, with 70-
100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

Work continues on finalising the contract and in parallel to this work, I am considering the 
recommendations of the Joint Oireachtas Communications Committee report which was pub-
lished recently. I will bring my deliberations of the report to Government in due course.

  Question No. 541 answered with Question No. 533.
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17/09/2019WRV06700Broadband Service Provision

17/09/2019WRV06800542. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of broadband provision for a property (details supplied). [37316/19]

17/09/2019WRV06900543. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of broadband provision for a property (details supplied). [37317/19]

17/09/2019WRV07000544. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of broadband provision for a property (details supplied). [37318/19]

17/09/2019WRV07100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 542 to 544, inclusive, together.

Every home, farm, school and business in Ireland will have access to high speed broadband 
– no matter where they are located – following the Government’s decision to approve the ap-
pointment of a preferred bidder to the National Broadband Plan. 

Under this plan, Ireland will become one of the first countries in the world to ensure that 
those in rural areas have the same digital opportunities as those in urban areas. 

The premises referenced by the Deputy are all located in the AMBER area on the National 
Broadband Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s 
website at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the pro-
posed State led Intervention under the NBP. 

The State intervention is the subject of the procurement process to engage a company to 
build, operate and maintain the NBP State intervention network. In May of this year I brought 
a recommendation to Government to confer Preferred Bidder status on Granahan McCourt, the 
remaining bidder in the NBP procurement process and Government agreed to this. 

The Government Decision means that it is intended to award the State Intervention contract 
to the Bidder. This award is subject to contract close. The finalisation of financial closure and 
legal requirements are progressing towards contract award. Deployment of the NBP State Inter-
vention network will commence shortly after that. 

The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment.

A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once the contract is signed. In the 
first year of roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Connection Points 
(BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed in 
each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, enhancing 
online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these locations. 

The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises at the end of the second year, with 70-
100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

17/09/2019WRW00400Energy Efficiency

17/09/2019WRW00500545. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the process by which 500,000 homes are to be retrofitted to reduce carbon 
emissions; and if the details of the scheme are available for potential applicants. [37353/19]
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17/09/2019WRW00600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Government’s Climate Action Plan sets an ambitious target of 500,000 energy 
efficiency retrofits by 2030. Achievement of this target will be supported by the Project Ireland 
2040 allocation of €3.7 billion as well as the range of measures identified in the Plan.  I re-
cently announced the establishment of a Taskforce that will drive the achievement of this target. 
The Taskforce will drive the development of a new national delivery model, which will group 
homes together, create easy pay back mechanisms and find smart financing. Development of 
the new model will be informed by the experience from existing schemes in Ireland as well as 
best practice in other jurisdictions. The first meeting of the Taskforce will take place later this 
month. 

In advance of the introduction of the new retrofitting delivery model, a number of schemes 
to support energy efficiency upgrades continue to be available from the Sustainable Energy Au-
thority of Ireland. Further information on these schemes is available at: www.seai.ie 

17/09/2019WRW00700Capital Expenditure Programme

17/09/2019WRW00800546. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the projected increase in the gross capital expenditure ceiling applying to his De-
partment in 2020 over 2019; and the projects this increase has been earmarked for. [37453/19]

17/09/2019WRW00900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The 2020 pre-budget capital ceiling for my Department is €297m, an increase of 
€24m or nearly 9% on this year’s capital allocation of €273m. Final capital provisions for 
2020 will be agreed in the context of the Estimates process and will be made public on Budget 
Day, while detailed allocations by Programme area will be published in the Revised Estimates 
Volume in December next.   My Department and its agencies will continue to progress capital 
investment programmes in areas of strategic national importance, encompassing climate action, 
energy efficiency, communications, environment, waste management and natural resources. 

In the Communications area, the rollout of the National Broadband Plan will ensure that the 
opportunities presented by the digital transformation are available to every home and business 
in the country. There will be continued support for digital entrepreneurship and digital adoption 
among businesses and citizens. 

Increased investment in the Energy area will deliver significant energy savings and reduc-
tions in CO2   emissions in the transition to a low carbon economy and society, in line with the 
all of Government Climate Action Plan. Key funding priorities include energy efficiency up-
grades in the residential, commercial and public sectors, the rollout of the Support Scheme for 
Renewable Heat, continued incentivisation of electric vehicles, as well as funding for energy 
research to accelerate the diversification away from fossil fuels to green energy. 

In the Environment area, my Department will continue to provide grant funding for the EPA 
to ensure it can deliver on its mandate, funding to Local Authorities in relation to the remedia-
tion of landfill sites, as well as supports for the transition to a circular and resource efficient 
economy. Ongoing investment in the INFOMAR and Tellus mapping projects will underpin the 
sustainable development of Ireland’s natural resources.

17/09/2019WRW01000Climate Change Advisory Council

17/09/2019WRW01100547. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
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vironment if the report of third Climate Change Advisory Council annual review on climate 
change addressed concerns that emissions in Irish agriculture have steadily increased by 14% 
since 2011; the amount spent to date buying credits; the level of financial provision in the bud-
get for buying carbon credits in 2019 and 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37481/19]

17/09/2019WRW01200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I welcome the detailed review and assessment of the Agriculture and Land under-
taken by the Climate Change Advisory Council in its 2019 Annual Review, published on 17 
July. The Council notes that emissions from agriculture represent approximately one third of 
total emissions and that emissions increased by 2.9% in 2017 compared to 2016, and by 6.9% 
relative to 2014. The Council’s Annual Review notes that this has largely been driven by the 
removal of quotas on dairy production, resulting in higher dairy cow numbers with an increase 
in milk production.   To address the challenge of reducing greenhouse gas emissions in Ireland, 
I published the Climate Action Plan on 17 June. The Plan sets out, for the first time, how Ireland 
can reach its 2030 targets to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The Plan requires a significant 
step-up in ambition, with a target abatement range for each of the key sectors that contribute 
to Ireland’s greenhouse gas emissions: Electricity, Enterprise, Built Environment, Transport, 
Agriculture, Forestry and Land Use, Waste and the Circular Economy, and the Public Sector.

The Plan identifies a 10% - 15% reduction in emissions from agriculture, relative to busi-
ness as usual projections. It sets out a range of actions to: reduce emissions on farms; promote 
afforestation and diversification of land use; develop opportunities in the bio-economy and in 
the supply of substitutes for fossil fuels; promote better management of peatlands and soils; 
and develop clusters of best practice. Implementation of these actions will, collectively, help to 
further underpin the environmental credentials of the Irish agriculture sector and better position 
it to meet the evolving expectations of both domestic and international markets. This, in turn, 
will help prepare the sector for longer-term restructuring and adaptation that will be required to 
meet our carbon neutrality objectives.

In relation to the costs of purchasing carbon credits for compliance with Ireland’s emis-
sions targets for the period 2013 to 2020 under the 2009 Effort Sharing Decision 406/2009/EC 
(ESD), my Department currently estimates the additional costs to be in the region of €6m to 
€13m, depending on the price and final quantity of allowances required. This is in addition to a 
total of €120 million that has already been spent as part of Ireland’s strategy to meet its targets 
under the first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol (2008-2012), arising from which ap-
proximately 5,500,000 carbon credits are currently held by the State, which may be used for 
ESD compliance. I expect that the costs associated with purchasing additional carbon credits 
will arise over the period to 2022 and that sufficient provision will be made in my Department’s 
Vote for this purpose.

17/09/2019WRW01300Climate Change Policy

17/09/2019WRW01400548. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment the way in which he plans to deal with carbon storage rather than peatland emissions 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37487/19]

17/09/2019WRW01500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Climate Action Plan acknowledges that how we manage our land affects how 
much carbon is emitted to, or removed from, the atmosphere and that switching from one use 
to another can fundamentally change an area’s capacity to store carbon. The Plan, therefore, 
includes a range of actions aimed at reducing emissions from agricultural land use, promoting 
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increased rates of afforestation and improving the management of Ireland’s peatlands.    Peat-
lands cover 21% of our land area. A high proportion of this is under agricultural and other uses, 
with 16% designated for nature conservation purposes. Peatlands represent 64% of our total 
soil organic carbon stock, representing the largest store of carbon in the Irish landscape. The 
Climate Action Plan commits to better management of Ireland’s carbon sinks with a range of 
measures such as:

- restoring / rewetting all raised bogs designated as Special Areas of Conservation and Natu-
ral Heritage Areas within three cycles of the National Raised Bog Special Areas of Conserva-
tion Management Plan 2017-2022  . Such restoration measures and hydrological management 
of our protected peatlands will halt and reduce peat oxidation and carbon loss; 

- undertaking further research to assess the potential to sequester, store and reduce emis-
sions of carbon through the management, restoration and rehabilitation of peatlands as outlined 
in the National Peatlands Strategy  ; 

- realising the emissions reduction potential of at least 40,000 hectares of grasslands on 
drained organic soils, yielding up to an additional 0.44 Mt in sequestered carbon dioxide an-
nually between 2021 and 2030. Priority actions include identifying precisely which areas of 
carbon-rich and drained organic agricultural soils are suitable for water-table-management 
techniques to reduce carbon losses. This work will inform the development of agri-environment 
policies, including the new CAP, recognising regionally differentiated strategies may be appro-
priate; and 

- creating additional incentives to adopt carbon-positive, post-production management op-
tions on Bord na Móna lands, and similar options on other commercial and private peat extrac-
tion sites. 

17/09/2019WRW01513Metropolitan Area Networks Programme

17/09/2019WRW01525549. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the review of pricing and access arrangements for MANs underway 
at the Commission for Communications Regulation; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37519/19]

17/09/2019WRW01550Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Analysys Mason Review of Pricing and Access Arrangements for the MANs 
noted that enet was not in compliance with the agreed Code of Practice in relation to its ap-
proach to intercompany transfer pricing. In that regard I referred the report in February to the 
Commission for Communications Regulation, in view of its acknowledged expertise in the 
area, to undertake a review to: 

· Establish whether enet complied with its obligation under the Code of Practice to offer 
managed services on the MAN’s in the context of national end to end services at non-discrim-
inatory prices such that its related company, enet Telecommunications Networks Ltd did not 
obtain a material unfair advantage.

· Confirm the revised intercompany transfer pricing arrangements in place are in compli-
ance with the Code of Practice.

· Confirm that the Analysys Mason recommendations are being implemented. 

· Based on the findings of its review, make recommendations to the Minister.
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I understand that the Commission’s work is still ongoing and I await the outcome of the 
review.

17/09/2019WRW01600Climate Change Policy

17/09/2019WRW01700550. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the projected energy need of Ireland in 2050 on a no policy change basis and if 
Ireland achieves carbon reduction targets, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37522/19]

17/09/2019WRW01800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Under Article 15 of Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 on the Governance of the Energy 
Union and Climate Action, Member States are required to prepare, by 1 January 2020, a Long-
Term Climate Strategy. This strategy is to have a perspective of at least 30 years and shall 
include emission reduction pathways in individual sectors.   Action 1 under the Climate Action 
Plan, which I published in June of this year, commits to evaluating in detail the changes re-
quired to adopt a more ambitious commitment of net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050, as 
part of finalising Ireland’s long-term climate strategy by the end of 2019 as per the advice of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and the recommendation of the Joint Oireachtas 
Committee on Climate Action.

Least cost pathways analysis for Ireland’s energy system, undertaken in 2017 to inform the 
development of the National Mitigation Plan, provided details on the carbon emissions trajec-
tory in 2050 under both a business as usual emissions scenario and under a scenario where 
carbon emissions are constrained to at least 80% below 1990 levels in 2050, consistent with 
Ireland’s existing national policy position for 2050, and in the context of achieving Ireland’s 
non-ETS targets for 2030. The report, entitled ‘Energy Modelling to Inform the National Miti-
gation Plan,’ is available on my Department’s website at the following link: https://dccae.gov.
ie/en-ie/climate-action/topics/national-mitigation-plan/Pages/default.aspx 

This report concludes that major individual sectors achieve decarbonisation of between 72% 
and 89% relative to 1990 by 2050. While the focus of this report was on emissions scenarios 
rather than energy demand, it is anticipated that updated analysis for Ireland’s energy system 
in 2050, to be prepared to inform the preparation of the Long Term Strategy, will also seek to 
consider the implications for Ireland’s final energy use requirements in 2050.

17/09/2019WRW01900National Broadband Plan

17/09/2019WRW02000551. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the signing of a contract for the national broadband plan is contingent on up-
coming legal challenges to which the bidder and-or partners of the bidder are a party; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [37523/19]

17/09/2019WRW02100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The bidder in the NBP was required to demonstrate its capacity to meet the economic, 
technical and financial pre-qualification criteria as set out in the Project Information Memoran-
dum. In addition, as with other procurement processes, the bidder was required to confirm it has 
the legal capacity and is not otherwise constrained (including constraints imposed by funders 
and/or other stakeholders) in relation to its ability to enter into a contract and to fulfil its role 
in the delivery of the Project. My Department has the right to verify that these requirements 
continue to be satisfied as part of its due diligence process prior to contract award.
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17/09/2019WRW02200National Broadband Plan

17/09/2019WRW02300552. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the breakdown of the 133,000 premises which will be passed by the national 
broadband plan in the first two years; if each of the 133,000 premises will be passed or con-
nected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37524/19]

17/09/2019WRW02400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): National Broadband Ireland (NBI) has indicated that the NBP State intervention will 
take an estimated 7 years from the beginning of deployment. A deployment plan can only be 
made available by NBI once a contract is signed.    As outlined in the Deputy’s question NBI 
is aiming to pass 133,000 premises at the end of the second year, with 70-100,000 passed each 
year thereafter until roll out is completed. Those premises which are passed and whose owners 
then place an order with a retail service provider will then be connected by NBI. 

17/09/2019WRW02500Energy Policy

17/09/2019WRW02600553. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when he will carry out a strategic environment assessment of the EU Projects of 
Common Interest list, including proposed LNG terminals which will be importing fracked gas 
from the United States of America; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37587/19]

17/09/2019WRW02700554. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he has requested the opinion of the strategic environment assessment section of 
the Environmental Protection Agency to determine if an assessment is required for projects on 
the EU PCI list. [37588/19]

17/09/2019WRW02800555. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his policy in relation to imported fracked gas or the fracking of gas in Northern 
Ireland; if his attention has been drawn to recent research by a person (details supplied) which 
showed that fracking in the United States of America is responsible for at least 50% of world-
wide methane emissions increases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37589/19]

17/09/2019WRW02900556. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the reason the inclusion of fracked gas in the energy mix here is supported in view 
of IPCC reports that the energy system here should be decarbonised and fossil fuel reserves 
kept in the ground; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37590/19]

17/09/2019WRW03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 553 to 556, inclusive, together.

Successive Governments have underlined the commitment to move from a fossil fuel-based 
electricity system to a low-carbon power system. Almost two thirds of renewable energy used 
in Ireland comes from renewable electricity. 

The Government has published and started implementing the Climate Action Plan, which 
sets out the actions which must be taken in order for Ireland to meet its climate targets. 

The Climate Action Plan includes a 70% target of our electricity coming from renewable 
sources. The majority of this target will be delivered by an increase in on-shore and off-shore 
wind, as well as solar. However, when Ireland meets its renewable electricity target for 2030, 
having fully removed coal and peat from electricity generation, there will still be a requirement 
for back-up when the level of wind needed or the level of sunshine is not available. 
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For example, in a recent 30 day period, 25% of Ireland’s electricity was provided by wind 
generation. However, over this same period, one day had only 4% of our electricty provided by 
wind and on another day it provided 62% of our electricty. To ensure that power is still available 
on a day or a week where there is very little wind, it will be necessary to consider the appropri-
ate fuel mix in reaching 70% renewable electricity. 

In all projected transitions to a low carbon economy by 2050, gas will continue to play a role 
in sustaining the transition. It plays an important role in reducing greenhouse gas emissions in 
the power generation, industrial and commercial, residential and transport sectors by replacing 
more CO2-intensive fossil fuels. 

Furthermore, gas-fired electricity generation is well placed to address the intermittency of 
wind and solar supplies and provide back-up flexibility and reliability for our electricity supply. 
While batteries, greater interconnection and demand side response will play a role, gas fired 
power stations will provide flexible and reliable electricity, particularly when weather powered, 
intermittent sources of energy can be very low for prolonged periods of time, possibly lasting 
weeks at a time. 

In relation to LNG projects, commercial developers have proposed a number of projects, 
including the Shannon LNG project and another project in Cork. Final investment decisions for 
these projects and compliance with any legal and regulatory requirements in relation to con-
sents or permits are the responsibility of the project promoters. 

The production, sourcing, buying and selling of natural gas produced outside this jurisdic-
tion would also be an operational matter for the undertakings involved. Any undertaking would 
be required to comply with EU law in this area. In relation to fracked gas in Ireland, the Pe-
troleum and Other Minerals Development (Prohibition of Onshore Hydraulic Fracturing) Act 
2017 provides for the prohibition of exploration for and extraction of onshore petroleum by 
means of hydraulic fracturing. 

All Projects of Common Interest must fulfil the conditions on environmental assessment 
procedures provided for in both national and European law. EU Regulation 347/2013, which 
provides for the designation of a project of common interest, does not override the requirement 
to comply with environmental law. Any legal and regulatory requirements of the permit grant-
ing process, including environmental assessment, are the responsibility of the individual project 
promoters. Decisions on consents for the construction of an LNG plant would be a matter for 
the relevant consenting authorities, including the Environmental Protection Agency, where ap-
propriate. 

My Department will undertake an evaluation of security of energy supply taking into ac-
count our transition to a zero carbon world so we can make decisions based on evidence. This 
review will include a full consideration of international evidence. 

17/09/2019WRW03400Oireachtas Joint Committee Recommendations

17/09/2019WRW03500557. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the efforts he has made to implement the recommendation regarding assigning 
overall responsibility for the peatland conservation programme under actions 131 and 134 of 
the Climate Action Plan 2019 and chapter 8 page 75 of the report of the Joint Oireachtas Com-
mittee on Climate Action; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37591/19]

17/09/2019WRW03600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Better management of peatlands and soils under Actions 131 to 134 in the Plan will 
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support the protection and enhancement of the carbon sink function of peatland landscapes, 
including through assessment and implementation of mitigation options on post-production, 
peat extraction sites, and the implementation of measures for peatlands conservation. The Plan 
recognises the current position that a number of different bodies are responsible for the man-
agement of Ireland’s peatlands and identifies the relevant lead responsible body and relevant 
stakeholders in respect of each action. In this respect, I am satisfied that the Plan provides for 
effective implementation of actions relating to the management of peatlands.    The plan also es-
tablished a Climate Action Delivery Board to oversee the delivery of all actions in the Plan and 
to hold each Department and public body to account for their responsibilities under the Plan. 
The Delivery Board, which is chaired jointly by the Secretary General to the Government and 
the Secretary General of my Department, is required to present a delivery report to the Cabinet 
Committee and the Cabinet, which will be published on a quarterly basis, with the first quarterly 
report to cover the period to the end of September 2019.

17/09/2019WRW03700Commission for Regulation of Utilities Remit

17/09/2019WRW03800558. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on whether the Commission for Regulation of Utilities functions under 
the 1999 and 2016 electricity and energy legislation are fit for purpose in view of the likelihood 
of a net zero carbon target for the power generation sector by 2050; his plans to revise the leg-
islation in order that the functions of the commission include the prioritisation of decarbonised 
electricity generation and compliance with climate obligations; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37592/19]

17/09/2019WRW03900559. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he has instructed the Commission for Regulation of Utilities to advise its 
networks on the need for new business models and investment strategies to achieve a low and 
ultimately decarbonised carbon power generation sector; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37593/19]

17/09/2019WRW04000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 558 and 559 together.  

Responsibility for the regulation of the gas and electricity markets is a matter for the Com-
mission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU). It is an independent statutory body, solely account-
able to a committee of the Oireachtas for the performance of its functions. The Electricity 
Regulation Act (ERA), 1999, as amended, sets out the statutory duties, functions and powers 
of the CRU. 

The legislation stipulates, inter alia, that the CRU has due regard of the need to promote the 
use of renewable, sustainable or alternative forms of energy, and take into account protection of 
the environment. The CRU also has the duty in the Act to carry out its functions and exercise the 
powers conferred on it under the Act in a manner which, inter alia, the Commission considers 
protects the interests of final customers of electricity or gas or both, as the case may be.

The Clean Energy Package is a fundamental update of the EU’s energy policy framework 
to facilitate the transition away from fossil fuels towards cleaner energy and to deliver on the 
EU’s Paris Agreement commitments for reducing greenhouse gas emissions. The Package is in 
the process of transposition and may involve amending CRU’s statutory duties, functions and 
powers in order to give effect to the Package by the due date.

There are a range of actions in the Climate Action Plan where the CRU has been assigned 
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the lead role and are progressing the actions accordingly

My Department’s Statement of Strategy 2019- 2021 includes an action being progressed by 
CRU to review its regulatory policies, rules and decisions on electricity generation to assess 
how they support Ireland’s decarbonisation commitments and energy policy objectives.

Accordingly, the necessity for such a specific additional amendment regarding prioritising 
the functions of the CRU in this way has not been identified and is not being considered.

Regarding a Ministerial instruction to the CRU, Section 10A of the ERA outlines the proce-
dure under which “general policy directions” may be given to the regulator authority, including 
details on the tasks and inter-alia timelines and consultation requirements with the independent 
regulator and Oireachtas. The legislation also identifies restrictions on the areas where policy 
directions may not be given, including a prohibition on a Ministerial policy direction to the 
regulator for the performance of its functions in relation to individual holders of licences.

In addition, the European energy regulatory regime provides that EU Member States must 
guarantee the independence of National Regulatory Authorities and that they are expressively 
forbidden from taking direct instructions from government. The regime also restricts policy 
directions in the form of general policy guidelines in certain areas that are prescribed regulatory 
duties and powers in the EU Energy acquis. 

The Climate Action Plan (Action 147) includes a commitment to introduce Climate Action 
Mandates for every public body through the use of Ministerial policy direction, or equivalent 
power, which in the case of CRU will be aligned with the existing domestic electricity regula-
tory framework and the EU electricity regulatory regime.

The Deputy may wish to note that in its recently published Strategy Statement 2019-2021 
the CRU identified “Delivering sustainable low-carbon solutions with well regulated markets 
and networks” as the first of its four strategic priorities.

17/09/2019WRW04200Postal Codes

17/09/2019WRW04300560. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if the provision of an Eircode to a person (details supplied) will be expedited 
as a matter of urgency in view of the fact that they are unable to obtain the appropriate services 
into their new house; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37615/19]

17/09/2019WRW04400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Eircodes are assigned to new property addresses using a valid postal address and 
verified geo-locations. An Post collects information on new and existing buildings, as well as 
changes to existing addresses and Ordnance Survey Ireland provides the geo-locations for these 
buildings. An Post GeoDirectory issues a new release of the GeoDirectory database file on a 
quarterly basis to Capita Business Support Services Ireland, trading as Eircode, in accordance 
with their licence agreement.    Each new postal address assigned an Eircode is published on 
the free to use Eircode Finder website, a notification letter is issued to the property occupant 
containing the Eircode of that address and an updated Eircode Database is provided to licenced 
businesses for their use. Eircode have informed my Department that 87,700 property addresses 
have been assigned an Eircode since the launch in 2015 

An Post have informed my officials they have updated the individuals postal address and 
geo-location information in their systems and this information should be included in the next re-
lease of data to be issued from An Post GeoDirectory to Eircode. My Department has requested 
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Eircode to contact and liaise directly with the individual in question regarding the assignment 
of an Eircode for this new property. 

Once the Eircode database is updated on a quarterly basis it is then a matter for individual 
Eircode database providers to provide updates to commercial businesses in accordance with the 
terms of their licence agreements. 

In recognition of the fact that earlier assignment of Eircodes to new builds is desirable, my 
officials are working with An Post, Ordnance Survey Ireland, An Post GeoDirectory and Capita 
to improve and expedite the existing process.

17/09/2019WRW04500Electric Vehicles

17/09/2019WRW04600561. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to increase the number of e-car charging points in County Kildare and 
nationally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37653/19]

17/09/2019WRW04700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The All of Government Climate Action Plan, which I launched in June this year, sets 
out a range of actions to support the delivery of charging infrastructure for electric vehicles. 
These actions include:   - introducing a capital support that will be provided to Local Authorities 
for the development of on-street public chargers; 

- commencing the ESB Electric Vehicle High Power Charging Infrastructure Development 
Project, supported by the Climate Action Fund; 

- including electric vehicle fast chargers as a category eligible for support in the next call 
from Climate Action Fund; 

- expanding the Electric Vehicle Home Charger Grant to include shared parking (e.g. in 
apartment blocks); 

- developing and implementing planning rules and guidelines across residential and non-
residential parking locations for electric vehicle charging infrastructure; and 

- developing an overarching charging infrastructure strategy with a view to the supply of 
infrastructure to stay ahead of demand.

Last month, I announced funding to support the rollout by Local Authorities of up to 1,000 
on-street public charge points for electric vehicles over the next 5 years. The Sustainable Ener-
gy Authority of Ireland will administer a scheme where Local Authorities can apply for funding 
to develop on-street charging infrastructure. The detailed terms and conditions for the scheme 
are currently being developed and I expect the scheme to open for applications shortly. 

In addition, we will introduce new regulations to require non-domestic buildings with over 
20 car parking spaces to install charging facilities. 

In addition, I approved funding of up to €10 million from the Climate Action Fund to sup-
port ESB ecars to develop a nationwide, state-of-the-art electric vehicle fast charging network. 
This project includes the installation of 90 high-power chargers each of which will be capable of 
charging two vehicles simultaneously, upgrading 50 existing standard chargers to fast chargers 
and replacing over 250 existing standard chargers with next generation high reliability models. 
This is a multi-annual project and is expected to be fully completed by 2022. The locations of 
the chargers that will be installed as part of this project have not been finalised. However, a 
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provisional map of the planned network, showing indicative locations, was developed by ESB 
ecars and has been published on my Department’s website.

17/09/2019WRW04800Data Sharing Arrangements

17/09/2019WRW04900562. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if data 
held by the State is provided to private air carriers or airports for use in facial scanners in opera-
tion in airports here; if so, the nature and source of the data; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [37518/19]

17/09/2019WRW05000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I can confirm to the 
Deputy that no data held by the State is supplied to private air carriers or airports  for use in 
facial scanners in operation in Ireland’s airports. 

I understand that Dublin Airport is at present trialling facial recognition for certain departing 
flights which involves the biometric data already stored on a chip in a passenger’s passport be-
ing linked to their boarding card and baggage tag. This is a closed system and does not involve 
the transfer or retention of any data. This information is used only for the purposes of boarding 
a particular flight. Facial recognition technology then cross-references the data at the gate, help-
ing to speed up the passenger’s journey. 

Facial recognition is also employed at US Preclearance in Dublin and Shannon Airports to 
verify the identity of travellers about to enter the United States. I can confirm that no data held 
by the Irish State is supplied to anyone for use in this process. 

17/09/2019WRW05100Road Network

17/09/2019WRW05200563. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
commence a review into the service station policy for national roads. [36961/19]

17/09/2019WRW05300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the operation, maintenance and 
management of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  

Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) is undertaking a review of policy in relation to the 
provision of service areas on motorway and dual carriageway sections of the national road net-
work. As well as providing safe stop and rest areas for motorists, service areas typically include 
food, fuel and toilet facilities.

 The current TII Service Area Policy document, which is available on TII’s website, was 
published in 2014, following a comprehensive review of the motorway and dual carriageway 
networks to identify key locations where service areas were needed. 

 By way of background information, a consultation paper has been prepared which outlines 
the context for the development of the policy; and the service areas that have opened or are 
under construction since 2014.

Submissions have been invited by TII and should be marked “Consultation on Service Area 
Policy”. The submission can be emailed to serviceareapolicy@tii.ie on or before Friday, 27 
September 2019. Alternatively, submissions may be posted to TII so that they are received by 
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that date.

17/09/2019WRW05400Driver Licences

17/09/2019WRW05500564. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if progress 
has been made regarding the provision of driver licences for asylum seekers. [36962/19]

17/09/2019WRW05600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I have no update for 
the Deputy since my previous reply to him in May.  As I informed the Deputy at that time my 
understanding is that the Minister for Justice and Equality is seeking background material from 
the European Migration Network as to interpretation and implementation of Article 12 of Di-
rective 2006/26/EC.

17/09/2019WRW05700Driver Licensing Exchange Agreements

17/09/2019WRW05800565. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
review a matter in relation to a person (details supplied); if a solution to same will be pro-
vided; if he will consult with the RSA on same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36992/19]

17/09/2019WRW05900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

17/09/2019WRW06000Sports Funding

17/09/2019WRW06100566. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the status of an application for funding by a club (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37052/19]

17/09/2019WRW06200Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme closed for applications on Fri-
day 19th October last.  By that deadline, a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking a 
total of €162m in funding.  

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January. 

619 equipment only applications were assessed next and 466 allocations with a value of 
€9.8m were announced to these organisations in May.

Work is now underway in assessing the remaining applications, including an application 
from the organisation referred to by the Deputy.  

For the first time, applicants who submitted incorrect documentation under this round are 
being given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. While 
there will be no undue delay in completing the assessment process, in view of the opportunity to 
correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the detailed information 
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contained in each application, it is likely to take a further number of weeks to have all applica-
tions assessed with allocations announced shortly after that.    As soon as allocations have been 
made, my Department will carry out a review of all aspects of the 2018 round of the programme 
to include any possible improvements for the future. This review will include consideration of 
the timing and scale of the next round but I fully expect that the SCP will again be open for new 
applications before the end of this year.  

17/09/2019WRW06300Road Traffic Legislation

17/09/2019WRW06400567. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the agency 
responsible for the issuing of licences for the operation of horse-drawn carriages and enforce-
ment of same in Dublin city under current legislation, in view of the fact that the Dublin Car-
riage Act 1853, the Dublin Amended Carriage Act 1854, the Dublin Amended Carriage Act 
1855 and SI No. 198 of 1946 - Dublin Carriage Bye-Laws 1946 still appear to be in force; and 
when the legal lacuna will be resolved. [37056/19]

17/09/2019WRW06500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Part 19 of the Lo-
cal Government Act 2001 provides a general power to a local authority to make bye-laws in 
relation to its own property or services or to regulate matters of local concern.  It is under this 
Act that local authorities can choose to regulate horse-drawn carriages that operate for hire or 
reward.  Some local authorities develop bye-laws to licence horse-drawn carriages operating 
commercially. Through bye-laws, these local authorities set their own rules and stipulations to 
govern such operations.

In February 2011, Dublin City Council (DCC) took over responsibility for the licensing of 
horse-drawn carriage operators and drivers from the Garda Carriage Office. DCC made bye-
laws in the same year for the licensing of horse-drawn carriages under the Local Government 
Act, 2001. 

In 2018 DCC became aware that - specifically in relation to Dublin - this legal basis for 
making such bye-laws could be uncertain, as the Dublin Carriage Acts 1853-55 had vested the 
power to regulate horse-drawn carriages in Dublin with the Dublin Metropolitan Police Com-
missioners, to whom An Garda Síochána is the successor. 

My Department examined this issue and, following legal advice, is now of the view that the 
Dublin Carriage Acts 1853-55 remain in force and preclude DCC from enacting the relevant 
bye-laws.  Also, it seems that a simple repeal of the Victorian legislation alone may not be suf-
ficient to enable DCC to enact bye-laws for horse-drawn carriages.  Therefore, my Department 
is now working with the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government to identify 
how best to empower DCC to regulate this area.

17/09/2019WRW06600Sports Capital Programme Administration

17/09/2019WRW06700568. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the tim-
ing of the processing of the current round of sports capital grants; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37067/19]

17/09/2019WRW06800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme closed for applications on Fri-
day 19th October last.  By that deadline, a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking a 
total of €162m in funding.  
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186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January. 

619 equipment only applications were assessed next and 466 allocations with a value of 
€9.8m were announced to these organisations in May.

Work is now underway in assessing the remaining applications for capital works.  For the 
first time, applicants who submitted incorrect documentation under this round are being given 
the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. While there will be no 
undue delay in completing the assessment process, in view of the opportunity to correct docu-
mentation, the record number of applications received and the detailed information contained in 
each application, it is likely to take a further number of weeks to have all applications assessed 
with allocations announced shortly after that.  

As soon as allocations have been made, my Department will carry out a review of all aspects 
of the 2018 round of the programme to include any possible improvements for the future. This 
review will include consideration of the timing and scale of the next round but I fully expect 
that the SCP will again be open for new applications before the end of this year.

17/09/2019WRX00200Public Transport Expenditure

17/09/2019WRX00300569. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the esti-
mated annual monetary saving in energy costs arising from the planned investment in hybrid-
diesel buses. [37147/19]

17/09/2019WRX00400570. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the es-
timated annual monetary saving in energy costs arising from the planned investment in diesel-
electric trains. [37148/19]

17/09/2019WRX00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 569 and 570 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has responsi-
bility for developing and ensuring the delivery of public transport infrastructure including the 
provision of additional fleet.

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities on this matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to 
the company for a more detailed reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a 
reply within 10 working days.

17/09/2019WRX00700Road Projects Status

17/09/2019WRX00800571. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of the northern relief road at Mallow, County Cork. [37164/19]

17/09/2019WRX00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and 
construction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in 
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conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

17/09/2019WRX01000Rail Network

17/09/2019WRX01100572. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
instruct Iarnród Éireann to desist from lifting the old railway tracks in the Nobber and Castle-
town areas of County Meath (details supplied) due to the ongoing review of the re-establishing 
of the railway line to Kingscourt, County Cavan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37174/19]

17/09/2019WRX01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding of public transport.  
The operation of the rail network, including former lines on the network, is an operational  mat-
ter for Iarnród Éireann in the first instance.

I have previously informed the Deputy that the priority funding objective in relation to 
mainline rail is the maintenance and renewal of the existing operating network. That objective 
is supported by the significantly enhanced funding now available to support that network as 
evidenced by the approximate 23% increase in Exchequer funding provided in 2019. 

The Deputy is also aware from previous answers I have given on this issue that there is no 
funding provided within Project Ireland 2040 for the re-opening of the Kingscourt line nor is 
there any review underway in that regard. 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) does propose to commence a review of the statu-
tory Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area toward the end of next year. That review 
will consider issues which have arisen since finalisation of the Strategy in 2016, including the 
potential extension of the existing M3/Parkway Line northwards to Navan.  The review will 
provide an opportunity to reconsider  the population and commuting forecasts in order to deter-
mine whether any revised Strategy might include such an extension to Navan. 

In light of the Iarnród Éireann’s responsibilities on this matter, I have referred the Deputy’s 
specific question in relation to activity on this disused line to the company for a more detailed 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

17/09/2019WRX01300Sports Facilities Provision

17/09/2019WRX01400573. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the sta-
tus of progress on the proposed new national velodrome and badminton centre; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37190/19]

17/09/2019WRX01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Sport Ireland, which 
is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with responsibility for the development of 
sport, increasing participation at all levels and raising standards, including the development of 
the Sport Ireland National Sports Campus at Abbotstown.

Under the National Development Plan 2018-2027, €16m has been committed to develop a 
National Velodrome and Badminton Centre at the National Sports Campus in 2020 and 2021. 
The proposed facility would comprise a 250-metre cycling track, 12-16 Badminton Courts in 
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the in-track area, spectator seating and ancillary facilities including office space.

Sport Ireland’s Master Plan for the Campus includes several large infrastructure projects, 
many of which have been delivered.  Preparatory work on the National Velodrome and Badmin-
ton Centre, which is an important project on the Master Plan, is underway. In July 2019, given 
the period of time that has lapsed since the Velodrome was initially proposed, Sport Ireland 
appointed project managers and a design team to carry out a review of the project. Initial work 
will focus on a review of the existing planning permission, granted in 2015, to assess suitability 
and fitness for present and future purposes.  This review will be completed later this year, and, 
subject to the necessary resources being available, it is intended that the project would go to 
tender in 2020.

17/09/2019WRX01600Dublin Airport Authority

17/09/2019WRX01700574. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
the DAA has completed the airport noise contour maps; the stages the process has been through; 
the bodies or persons with which it shared the information; if and when his Department and 
Fingal County Council were given the maps; if each was provided preliminary versions; and the 
reason the information was not provided to residents. [37211/19]

17/09/2019WRX01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): daa holds the statu-
tory responsibility to manage and develop Dublin and Cork Airports, including a number of 
obligations under the European Communities (Environmental Noise) Regulations 2018. Under 
Regulation 6(f) of these Regulations, daa are designated as the noise mapping body for Dublin 
Airport and are required to produce strategic noise maps and issue them to Fingal County Coun-
cil as the relevant noise action planning body. This process is overseen by the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), also designated under the 2018 Regulations. 

As this is an operational matter for the daa, I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the 
daa for direct response.  If a reply is not received within 10 days, please contact my office.

17/09/2019WRX01900Road Projects Status

17/09/2019WRX02000575. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of the M20 Cork to Limerick motorway. [37323/19]

17/09/2019WRX02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and 
construction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

17/09/2019WRX02200Horse Sport Ireland

17/09/2019WRX02300576. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
funding granted to the sport horse industry will be considered for additional funding of €5 mil-
lion in budget 2020 to enable the industry to achieve objectives (details supplied); if the funding 
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Departments will recognise the benefits of this investment as reflected in figures drawn from a 
2016 analysis; if he will meet with the industry to discuss its strategy for the future; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [37331/19]

17/09/2019WRX02400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): Sport Ireland, which is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with 
responsibility for the development of sport, increasing participation at all levels and raising 
standards, including the allocation of funding across its various programmes. Sport Ireland 
channels funding for sport through the relevant recognised National Governing Body of Sport. 
In the case of equestrian sport, Sport Ireland allocates funding to Horse Sport Ireland through 
its Core Funding and High Performance Funding programmes. 

The level of funding available to Sport Ireland for 2020 is subject, in the normal way, to the 
ongoing Budget 2020 process.

I have referred the Deputy’s question to Sport Ireland for direct reply to the Deputy with 
any additional relevant information. I would ask the Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not 
received within 10 days.

17/09/2019WRX02500Road Safety Data

17/09/2019WRX02600577. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if road 
safety statistics are available for the section of road on the N25 from Seieverue to Glenmore, 
County Kilkenny; if Transport Infrastructure Ireland has plans to improve the safety along this 
section of road; if funding has been allocated for the work; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [37333/19]

17/09/2019WRX02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  Once funding arrangements have been put in place with Transport 
Infrastructure Ireland (TII), under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the operation and maintenance of 
individual national roads is a matter for TII,  in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a more detailed and direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

17/09/2019WRX02800Bus Éireann Services

17/09/2019WRX02900578. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to encourage Bus Éireann to facilitate customers that want to bring their bikes onboard buses 
through the use of an online reservation system similar to that used by Irish Rail; and his views 
on the removal of the €10 charge on a single journey that is currently applied. [37358/19]

17/09/2019WRX03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport. However, I am not involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport.

The issue raised is an operational matter for Bus Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s 
question to the company for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive 
a response within ten working days.
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17/09/2019WRX03100Fáilte Ireland Staff

17/09/2019WRX03200579. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when the post of chairperson of Fáilte Ireland will be filled; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [37364/19]

17/09/2019WRX03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I intend to reappoint 
the current Chairperson for a second term subject to the endorsement of the Joint Oireachtas 
Committee on Transport, Tourism and Sport, as is required under the Code of Practice for Gov-
ernance of State Bodies.  Officials in my Department are currently liaising with the Commit-
tee to arrange an early appearance.

17/09/2019WRX03400Air Services Provision

17/09/2019WRX03500580. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport if the Dublin Airport Authority and the Irish Aviation Authority will provide a report in 
relation to the number of complaints made by persons that requested special assistance; when 
a publicity campaign was last run advising persons on the way in which to book special assis-
tance and engage with the appropriate agencies in relation to making a complaint; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37425/19]

17/09/2019WRX03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Daa has statutory 
responsibility for the management and operation of Dublin Airport, including the provision of 
special assistance to passengers and I have forwarded your question to the Company for direct 
reply.  

 The Commission for Aviation Regulation (CAR) is responsible for enforcing European air 
passenger rights in Ireland, including EC Regulation 1107/2006, which recognises that travel-
ling by air can be a more difficult experience for disabled persons and persons with reduced 
mobility. This law tries to ensure that these persons have opportunities for travel which are 
comparable with other passengers. CAR’s role in this regard includes the running of publicity 
campaigns.  Where a complaint is not resolved by the daa, it may be escalated to CAR as the 
enforcement authority.  I have forwarded your question to CAR for direct reply in respect of 
their role in this matter.  

The Irish Aviation Authority has no responsibility in the area of the provision of special as-
sistance at Irish airports. 

If the Deputy does not receive a reply from daa or CAR within ten working days, please 
advise my Private Office.

17/09/2019WRX03700Capital Expenditure Programme

17/09/2019WRX03800581. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the pro-
jected increase in the gross capital expenditure ceiling applying to his Department in 2020 over 
2019; and the projects this increase has been earmarked for. [37450/19]

17/09/2019WRX03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The 2020 forecast 
ceiling for capital investment set out for Transport, Tourism and Sport is €2.058 billion. This 
compares to an actual allocation of €1.586 billion for 2019 which is an increase of €472 million 
from 2019 to 2020. 
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The planned increase in the capital ceiling for this Department is to support increasing 
investment across a range of capital projects managed by the Department mainly in the areas 
of Public Transport and Roads, as set out in the Project Ireland 2040 Tracker, available at the 
following link. 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/6db7c4-investment-projects-and-programmes-tracker/.

17/09/2019WRX04000Bus Services

17/09/2019WRX04100582. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
requirements and-or procedures in place to ensure full transparency of profits made by a com-
pany (details supplied) on routes awarded to it by the National Transport Authority; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [37475/19]

17/09/2019WRX04200583. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of financial and health and safety audits conducted by the NTA in respect of a company 
(details supplied) since it was awarded the contract to operate services; the findings of these 
respective audits; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37476/19]

17/09/2019WRX04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 582 and 583 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport in Ireland.  The issues raised are matters for the National 
Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s questions to the NTA for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

17/09/2019WRX04500Bus Services

17/09/2019WRX04600584. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the fines 
imposed by the NTA on a company (details supplied); and the reason for the fines. [37510/19]

17/09/2019WRX04700585. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of scheduled journeys, that is departures, that a company (details supplied) failed to operate on 
routes since it took over operation of the routes. [37511/19]

17/09/2019WRX04800586. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason for 
the failure of a company (details supplied) to operate scheduled departures on all of its Dublin 
routes; and the number of times this failure was explained by not having driving staff available 
to operate the route affected. [37512/19]

17/09/2019WRX04900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 584 to 586, inclusive, together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport in Ireland.  The issues raised are matters for the National 
Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction with Go Ahead Ireland and I have forwarded the 
Deputy’s questions to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not 
receive a response within ten working days.

17/09/2019WRX05200Dublin Bus



Questions - Written Answers

258

17/09/2019WRX05300587. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the fines im-
posed on Dublin Bus over the past five years for failure to operate scheduled services. [37513/19]

17/09/2019WRX05400588. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
for the failure to operate scheduled services that resulted in fines imposed on Dublin Bus. 
[37514/19]

17/09/2019WRX05500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 587 and 588 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport in Ireland.  The issues raised are matters for the National 
Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction with Dublin Bus and I have forwarded the Deputy’s 
questions to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a 
response within ten working days.

17/09/2019WRX05700Road Projects

17/09/2019WRX05800589. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the funding 
his Department has set aside for a roads project (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37539/19]

17/09/2019WRX05900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and 
construction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

17/09/2019WRX06000Departmental Funding

17/09/2019WRX06100590. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when a final reply will issue to an interim response (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37543/19]

17/09/2019WRX06200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Deputy is re-
ferring to the Government commitment to provide funding for Donegal to address the severe 
infrastructural damage caused by flooding in August 2017.  

My Department is, and has been, liaising directly with Donegal County Council on an ongo-
ing basis in regard to addressing the repair works remaining to be completed.  Discussions are 
currently centred around providing the necessary funding over a two year period and establish-
ing the estimated spend and timing for works remaining to be carried out.   My Department is 
committed to providing funding to complete the outstanding works.

17/09/2019WRX06300Brexit Preparations

17/09/2019WRX06400591. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
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systems put in place at ports and airports in preparation for Brexit have been tested and evalu-
ated by external experts and-or bodies to ensure their robustness and effectiveness; if not, when 
he envisages such testing taking place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37625/19]

17/09/2019WRX06500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Government’s 
Contingency Action Plan of July 2019 outlined the interagency works underway by Revenue 
Commissioners, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, the Department of Health, 
HSE Environmental Health Service, and the Food Safety Authority of Ireland to ensure optimal 
goods trade traffic flows at our key ports and airports. 

This work is advanced and I understand that the Revenue Commissioners  are leading on 
the necessary IT changes for October 2019 readiness. The robustness of the proposed inter-
agency arrangements will be tested prior to 31 October 2019 by the relevant agencies. An inter-
department group, under the Chair of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, is in 
place to coordinate this work.

17/09/2019WRX06600Motor Tax Exemptions

17/09/2019WRX06700592. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
car used by a cancer support group (details supplied) can be classed as an ambulance and be 
tax exempt accordingly; if not, if it is liable for standard rates of road tax despite the fact that 
the car is used to bring the clients of the group to hospital appointments; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37656/19]

17/09/2019WRX06800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Under current leg-
islation, there are a limited number of exemptions from motor tax.  There is no provision in 
legislation for exemptions from motor tax for individuals or organisations, rather exemptions 
are provided for by category of vehicle.   Many of the categories of exemptions, such as those 
for fire engines and ambulances, have been in place since the 1920’s, when all such vehicles 
would have been in State ownership.   

The determination of the appropriate vehicle licence (motor tax disc) for a vehicle in any 
individual instance is a matter for the local licensing authority (motor tax office).   Licensing 
authorities have an obligation under Article 3 of the Road Vehicles (Registration and Licensing)
(Amendment) Regulations 1992 to be satisfied that a vehicle licence being applied for is the 
appropriate licence for the vehicle concerned.   

Motor tax legislation does not contain a definition of an ambulance.  My Department, in 
issuing guidance to motor tax offices on this matter in the past, has advised that an ambulance 
means a vehicle which is specially designed, constructed or adapted, and is primarily used 
following registration, for the conveyance of injured or seriously ill persons to a hospital on 
a stretcher and which is permanently fitted to accommodate and hold in position one or more 
standard stretchers.

17/09/2019WRAA00200School Completion Programme

17/09/2019WRAA00300593. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when funding 
for the Longford school completion programme will be restored to pre-2012 levels; her views 
on the fact that successive budget cuts have resulted in a cut of €40,000 to the programme; and 
if her attention has been drawn to a pre-budget submission highlighting the negative impact the 
cut in funding is having on the delivery of services through the programme. [37073/19]
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17/09/2019WRAA00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the Deputy 
may be aware, responsibility for the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) was trans-
ferred from the Department of Education to the Department of Children and Youth Affairs on 
its establishment in 2011.

In January 2014 Tusla, the Child and Family Agency was established and as part of the remit 
of the Agency, it took on the functions of the former NEWB: chiefly the Education and Welfare 
Services (EWS). The EWS comprises the statutory functions relating to Educational Welfare 
Officers; the operationalisation of the Home School Community Liaison Scheme; and the fund-
ing of the School Completion Programme (SCP).

The 124 SCP projects are funded in line with the academic term, commencing in September 
each year. Funding provision for the SCP in the 2018/2019 school year stands at €24.7 million. 
Tusla has advised that full-year cost of restoring the SCP to 2010 funding levels would be in the 
region of €7.3 million per annum.

As the Deputy may be aware, my Department has developed and is currently consulting on 
the draft Blueprint for the Development of Education and Welfare Services which, for the first 
time will provide a policy platform to secure and further sustain this valuable work. A substan-
tive area of action in this policy relates to the SCP and the redesign of the School Completion 
Programme to ensure its development is actively supported.

As part of this process I will be seeking to ensure appropriate and additional funding is 
secured to support the further development of the School Completion Programme in meeting 
the needs of children and young people. I can assure the Deputy that my Department and Tusla 
Educational Welfare Service are fully committed to the future of the School Completion Pro-
gramme and will continue to work to ensure that it will deliver the best possible outcomes for 
young people at risk of early school-leaving.

17/09/2019WRAA00500Early Years Sector

17/09/2019WRAA00600594. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her 
plans in place regarding a matter (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [37215/19]

17/09/2019WRAA00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The early learn-
ing and care sector has been identified as a sector in which low pay and poor working conditions 
for staff are common, which impacts on the quality of provision to children through its effect 
on the recruitment and retention of qualified staff. The lack of consistency of care together with 
high staff turnover levels impacts directly on quality, and low wages are a constraint on plans to 
upskill the workforce. My support for improved pay and conditions for early learning and care 
practitioners has been explicit, as their role is critical to supporting children’s development and 
delivering better child outcomes.

Over the past 4 budgets the level of public investment in early learning and care and school-
age childcare services has increased by 117%. The level of investment needs to continue to rise 
if we are to offer services that are of high quality, affordable and accessible. However, increased 
investment by itself will not ensure staff wages and conditions will improve.

As the State is not the employer, my Department does not pay the wages of staff working in 
early learning and care settings, and I cannot set wage levels or determine working conditions 
for these staff. 
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I am, however, doing all that is in my power to improve wages and working conditions in 
the sector. 

I have repeatedly called for the sector to pursue a Sectoral Employment Order, which offers 
a viable mechanism to establish appropriate wage levels. Under the terms of industrial rela-
tions legislation, for the process of establishing a Sectoral Employment Order to commence, 
the bodies commencing the process must satisfy the Labour Court that they are “substantially 
representative” of either the workers or the employers in the sector. I can assure the Deputy that 
my Department will readily co-operate with a Sectoral Employment Order process when it is 
under way. 

In the interim, I have introduced a range of measures to support employers to improve pay 
and conditions. These include a 7% increase in ECCE capitation in 2018; higher capitation 
payments for graduates and Inclusion Coordinators; annual Programme Support Payments to 
recognise administrative demands; support for school-age childcare which will make it easier to 
offer full-time employment contracts; and a pilot measure to fund participation in CPD.

I have set out my vision for the sector, and a roadmap to achieve it, in First 5, which con-
tains a commitment to develop a Workforce Development Plan. This Plan, work on which 
began recently, will identify measures to ensure appropriate numbers of early learning and care 
and school-age childcare staff at all levels in the sector, to achieve a graduate-led workforce 
by 2028, and to raise the profile of careers in the sector. As part of this work, a series of public 
consultations will be carried out involving those working in the sector and other stakeholders. 
Plans for the consultation process will be finalised in the coming weeks. First 5 also commits to 
develop a new funding model for the sector, which may open up new mechanisms to influence 
pay and conditions in the sector.

17/09/2019WRAA00800Children in Care

17/09/2019WRAA00900595. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the Depart-
ment that has primary responsibility for the education of children in the care of the State; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [37028/19]

17/09/2019WRAA01000596. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the data 
collected to assess educational outcomes for children in the care of the State; the Departments 
that have responsibility for collecting such data; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[37029/19]

17/09/2019WRAA01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 595 and 596 together.

The Department of Education and Skills has responsibility for education. This general re-
sponsibility includes the provision of early childhood, primary, post-primary and higher educa-
tion and the range of related provision and supports. Children in care, with the exception of the 
very small number in special care centres, access these forms of education on the same basis 
as their peers who are not in the care of the State. For the very small number of children who 
require special care (14 children at the end of Q1 2019), specialised educational and clinical 
services are provided by the special care centre.

Education plays a critical role in every child’s life, none more so than children who are in 
the care of the State. For children who have experienced disadvantage in their early life educa-
tion can provide an opportunity to break the cycle of disadvantage and create a different future.
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Accordingly, educational needs form a central part of care planning for children in the care 
of the State. In the same vein, the aftercare provisions of the Child Care Act 1991 (as amended) 
require the educational needs of the child or eligible young person to from part of their statutory 
assessment of need for aftercare supports. 

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, provides a wide range of data relating to children in 
care and the wider child protection system. National administrative data on the educational 
experience of Ireland’s care population is made available in Tusla’s quarterly performance and 
activity reports, which are published on the Tusla website. 

This data provides detail on children’s participation in education, including the number of 
children in care and the number of young adults in aftercare who are in full time education. The 
aftercare data has recently been developed further, with figures available from Q2 2018 for the 
number of young adults in receipt of an aftercare service who are (i) in Second Level education, 
(ii) in Vocational Training (including Youthreach schemes), (iii) in PLCs, (iv) in Third Level 
College/University, or (v) in Accredited Training (e.g. Solas). Figures for Q1 2019 show that:

-  96% (3,690 of 3,835) of children in care aged 6-15 were in full time education;

-  91% (914 of 1,001) of children in care aged 16-17 were in full time education; and

-  67% (1,221 of 1,825) of young people aged 18-22 years in aftercare were in education or 

My officials will continue to work with Tusla to explore how we can improve measurement 
of educational outcomes for children in care, as a first step toward improving these outcomes.

17/09/2019WRAA01300Child Poverty

17/09/2019WRAA01400597. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her 
plans in place to end child poverty and homelessness (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [37145/19]

17/09/2019WRAA01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The reduction 
of child poverty and homelessness are key political priorities for the Government. In recogni-
tion of the higher risks and life-long consequences of child poverty, the Government set a child-
specific poverty target in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures the National Policy Framework 
for Children and Young People (2014-2020), to reduce consistent child poverty by at least two-
thirds on 2011 levels by 2020. 

Under the Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures Framework, the Department of Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection is leading our collective efforts in taking a whole-of-Government 
approach to tackling child poverty, which includes the issue of child homelessness. My Depart-
ment is, of course, central to this response as outlined in the following:

First, the Sponsors Group of the Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures are advancing five cross 
sectoral priorities on an annual basis. These include; First 5 Strategy (DCYA), Healthy Ireland 
(DoH), child poverty (DEASP), wellbeing in schools (DES) and child homelessness (DHPLG). 

Second, a whole-of-Government approach is being advanced to tackle child poverty in Ire-
land. This approach is based on the plans produced by the Sponsors Group and National Ad-
visory Council under Better Outcomes Brighter Futures and detailed in the DEASP’s paper ‘A 
Whole-of-Government Approach to Tackling Child Poverty’. 

The paper deals with many of the issues highlighted by the Deputy including six key priori-
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ties:

1.  Universal GP care for U6s and the future extension to U12s and U18s

2.  Reducing the cost of education

3.  Reducing the cost of housing

4.  Affordable childcare 

5.  Labour activation 

6. Provision of in-work benefits. 

Third, at my request in February 2019, I asked the Advisory Council to refresh and priori-
tise their proposals in how best the issues of child poverty could be addressed in the immediate 
term. This draft paper has recently been received. Some of the key recommendations relate to:

1.  Building Government capacity though a central lead point on Child Poverty

2.  Monitoring and Documenting Trends on Child Poverty

3.  Tackling Intergenerational Poverty and Building Strong Communities

I am actively considering the recommendations from the Advisory Council, while also ad-
vancing a number of key initiatives that support some of these recommendations. This is being 
done through focussed research internally within my Department, as well as through our forth-
coming National Childcare Scheme. This scheme aims to improve children’s outcomes, support 
lifelong learning, and reduce the cost of quality childcare for families across Ireland and to help 
reduce child poverty.

The above developments will inform the work of the Sponsors group and Advisory Coun-
cil to ensure greater coordination and targeting of our efforts in addressing child poverty 
and homelessness so as we sustain a cross-government approach.

I will of course be liaising with Cabinet colleagues on these developments and in advancing 
solutions to these most intractable issues.

17/09/2019WRAA01600Adoption Records Provision

17/09/2019WRAA01700598. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the restrictions 
now being placed on adopted persons that are tracing information on their birth families and 
particularly birth parents; her views on the policy of refusing to give identifying information in 
respect of birth parents particularly birth mothers on the grounds that this is in contravention of 
GDPR rules; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37158/19]

17/09/2019WRAA01800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla and any 
other body providing information and tracing services must comply with their responsibilities 
under GDPR in relation to processing personal data and special category data. This  requires 
them to take into account the rights of third parties and may require them to seek their consent 
before their data can be released. I am also aware that GDPR is impacting on the ability of third 
party organisations to share data with Tusla, which would assist them to identify and locate 
individuals.

I am aware of the adverse impact that GDPR is having on Tusla’s ability to locate individu-
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als for the purposes of information and tracing.  The current difficulties arise because of the 
absence of a robust statutory basis for sharing of information in the context of information and 
tracing.  I am planning to address this issue in the Adoption (Information & Tracing) Bill 2016 
by putting in place the necessary statutory provisions.

17/09/2019WRAA01900Adoption Legislation

17/09/2019WRAA02000599. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her Depart-
ment has received counsel from the European Commission in respect of refusing to give iden-
tifying information in respect of birth parents to adopted persons that are tracing; her views on 
whether adopted persons should have access to all of their own information and the full details 
included on all files in public records relating to their birth, care and adoption; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [37159/19]

17/09/2019WRAA02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
has not received counsel from the European Commission in relation to the provisions of the 
Adoption (Information & Tracing) Bill 2016.

I have put on record my personal commitment to the greatest possible release of birth in-
formation consistent with the constitutional framework. I am aware of the adverse impact that 
GDPR is having on Tusla’s ability to locate individuals for the purposes of information and 
tracing. The current difficulties arise because of the absence of a robust statutory basis for shar-
ing of information in the context of information and tracing. I will actively be seeking to ad-
dress these issues in the Adoption (Information & Tracing) Bill 2016.

17/09/2019WRAA02200Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

17/09/2019WRAA02300600. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her office 
has made no contact with the UN special rapporteur, Mr. Pablo de Greiff, for the specific pur-
pose of inviting him here to play a role with the mother and baby home survivors. [37221/19]

17/09/2019WRAA02400601. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
clarify her remarks in February 2019 in which she stated that she expected an invitation to be 
issued to the UN special rapporteur, Mr. Pablo de Greiff in the coming days. [37222/19]

17/09/2019WRAA02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 600 and 601 together.

Ireland recognises that the system of Special Procedures is a central element of the UN Hu-
man Rights machinery and we value the contribution of independent human rights experts who 
hold mandates from the Human Rights Council to report and advise on human rights from a 
thematic or country specific perspective.

Notwithstanding Ireland’s standing invitation to all United Nations thematic special proce-
dures holders, the Government decided to extend a specific invitation to the Special Rapporteur 
on the promotion of truth, justice, reparation and guarantees of non-recurrence to visit Ireland 
in the context of our on-going response to the legacy of mother and baby homes and related 
issue of concern.

I sought the support of my colleagues in Government for this course of action in late 2017 as 
I believe that the principles of transitional justice should inform the State’s response to the ex-
periences of those who spent time in these institutions.  As the term of office of the then Special 
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Rapporteur, Mr. Pablo de Greiff, was coming to an end when these arrangements were being 
progressed in early 2018, the invitation instead issued to his successor, Mr. Fabián Salvioli in 
April 2018. Given the many demands on a Special Rapporteur’s time an invitation issued at the 
start of a term of office presents a better opportunity for a favourable response.

The invitation was issued by the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade in 
accordance with his role and competence in managing international relations on behalf of the 
State.  The invitation did not issue from my Office. The invitation was confirmed in a press re-
lease on Tuesday 1st May, 2018. This press release is accessible on my Department’s website. 
Statements I made in various fora, including in this House, regarding the proposed invitation 
were at all times consistent with the Government’s deliberations and subsequent arrangements 
for this invitation to issue. 

As I have said previously, I would welcome the engagement of the Special Rapporteur as 
I believe his Office can assist our shared endeavours to establish the truth and advise on how 
best we can move forward in appropriately responding to this difficult and painful part of our 
history.

17/09/2019WRAA02700Voluntary Sector Funding

17/09/2019WRAA02800602. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
estimated full year current and capital cost of a proposal by an organisation (details supplied) 
for the community and voluntary sector to revert to 2008 and 2009 funding levels. [37319/19]

17/09/2019WRAA02900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The provi-
sion of funding and supports for the Community and Voluntary Sector is a key function of my 
Department. In 2019, funding of €12.687 million has been allocated for supports to the sector. 

In 2018, €14.974 million was invested by my Department in the sector. This represented an 
increase of €2.28 million over the original allocation and reflects my commitment to extending 
supports to the sector where funding is made available.

In 2009, the Community and Voluntary Sector was supported by funding of €15.8 million in 
current funding by the former Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.  

The pre-Budget submission in question outlined a proposal for increases in allocations to 
my Department of five per cent across a wide range of programmes totalling €6.7 million. These 
include the Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme,  Community Enhance-
ment Programme, Community Services Programme, measures under the Dormant Accounts 
Fund, and supports for Local Community Development Committees and Public Participation 
Networks.

My Department’s allocations for 2020 will be considered and agreed as part of the forth-
coming Estimates process. As part of this process, the Department will always seek to secure 
funding to build community resilience and then work to direct this money where it is needed 
most.

I have also recently launched Sustainable, Inclusive and Empowered Communities: a Five-
Year Strategy to Support the Community and Voluntary sector in Ireland 2019-2024.  This 
Strategy sets a general direction of travel for Government policy in relation to community 
development, local development and the community and voluntary sector and will be imple-
mented in partnership with sectoral stakeholders over the next five years and beyond.
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17/09/2019WRAA03000Voluntary Sector Funding

17/09/2019WRAA03100603. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development his 
views on the proposal by an organisation (details supplied) for streamlining of regulation and 
compliance requirements for the community and voluntary sector; and the estimated annual 
cost to provide for the cost of compliance in funding agreements as set out in the submission. 
[37320/19]

17/09/2019WRAA03200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I recently 
launched Sustainable, Inclusive and Empowered Communities: a Five-Year Strategy to Support 
the Community and Voluntary sector in Ireland 2019-2024.  This Strategy sets a general direc-
tion of travel for Government policy in relation to community development, local development 
and the community and voluntary sector and will be implemented in partnership with sectoral 
stakeholders over the next five years and beyond. 

The Strategy was prepared by my Department with the support of the Cross Sectoral Group 
on Local and Community Development.  The organisation referred to by the Deputy was an 
active participant on the Cross Sectoral Group. 

Action 4.1 of the Strategy commits to developing a sustainable funding model to support 
the community and voluntary sector in line with the commitment in the programme for Govern-
ment. The action  specifically identifies the need to fully consider the cost of compliance and 
relevant overhead and administration costs when developing such a model. This action will be 
led by my Department with collaboration from the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form and other relevant Government departments. 

As the Strategy will entail far reaching changes across Government and the community and 
voluntary sector, it will require an incremental building of supports over the period of the strat-
egy and beyond. This will be the case particularly for those actions, such as Action 4.1, which 
will require larger scale and sustained funding support. 

My Department officials have begun the work needed to start implementing the actions 
contained in this strategy and while I acknowledge that the delivery of some of the actions will 
take time, I am committed to fully achieving the objectives of this Strategy.

17/09/2019WRAA03300Departmental Strategies

17/09/2019WRAA03400604. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
proposed annual budget line for strategies (details supplied); and if a funding provision will be 
made in budget 2020 for the strategies. [37321/19]

17/09/2019WRAA03500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The two 
strategies which the Deputy refers to were published in July and August of this year and will 
support social enterprises and the community and voluntary sector respectively.

The social enterprise policy will help to create an enabling environment for social enterprise 
to grow and contribute to Ireland’s social and economic progress.   

My Department provides ongoing support for social enterprises from the Dormant Accounts 
Fund, through a €2 million per annum Social Enterprise measure, and through the Social Enter-
prise Development Fund administered by Social Innovation Fund Ireland (SIFI).  This Fund is 
a €1.6 million fund to be delivered over the three-year period 2018-2020.  My Department has 
contributed €800,000 towards the Fund, on a match-funding basis with SIFI.
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My Department also supports social enterprises through a number of other programmes 
including the Community Services Programme (CSP), SICAP, and LEADER.  

The Strategy to support the Community and Voluntary sector in Ireland will set a general 
direction of travel for Government policy in relation to community development, local devel-
opment and the community and voluntary sector over the period 2019-2024.  It will be imple-
mented in partnership with sectoral stakeholders over the strategy period and beyond. 

The strategy will entail far-reaching changes across Government and the community and 
voluntary sector and will require an incremental building of supports over the strategy period 
and beyond. This will be particularly the case for those actions requiring larger scale sustained 
funding support. 

My Department’s allocations to support both of the strategies in 2020 will be considered as 
part of the forthcoming Estimates process.

17/09/2019WRAA03600Dormant Accounts Fund

17/09/2019WRAA03700605. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the amount of dormant accounts funding allocated to social enterprises over the 2016 to 2019 
period in tabular form; and if a provision will be made in budget 2020 for this funding stream. 
[37322/19]

17/09/2019WRAA03800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): On 18 July 
2019, I launched the first ever National Social Enterprise Policy for Ireland. The Policy will 
help to create an enabling environment for social enterprise to grow and contribute to Ireland’s 
social and economic progress.   

Support for social enterprises under the Dormant Accounts Fund (DAF) is primarily pro-
vided through the Social Enterprise Measure of the DAF Action Plan.  Details of the amounts 
allocated under this Measure since 2016 are provided on the table below.

Dormant Accounts Social Enterprise Measure - funding 2016-2019    

Year    Amount allocated    
2016 0
2017 €1.6 million
2018 €2.0 million
2019 €2.0 million (Estimates provision)
On 2 September, I announced €800,000 in funding for the provision of training and men-

toring for social enterprises throughout Ireland which will be provided from the 2019 DAF 
allocation for the Social Enterprise Measure.  This funding will support one of the key policy 
commitments in the National Social Enterprise Policy for Ireland.  The closing date for this 
pilot scheme, which is managed by Pobal on behalf of my Department, is 30 September 2019.

I intend to make a further announcement shortly regarding the allocation of the balance of 
funding available this year under the Social Enterprise Measure.

My Department also provides match funding from a separate measure under the DAF Ac-
tion Plan, which supports the 2018-2020 Social Enterprise Development Fund established by 
Social Innovation Fund Ireland. My Department contributed €800,000 to this three year initia-
tive in 2018, representing 50% of the €1.6 million fund.
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In addition to funding from the DAF, my Department also supports social enterprises 
through a number of other programmes including SICAP, LEADER, and the Community Ser-
vices Programme.

My Department’s allocation for social enterprises for 2020 will be considered as part of the 
forthcoming Estimates process.

17/09/2019WRAA03900Capital Expenditure Programme

17/09/2019WRAA04000606. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the projected increase in the gross capital expenditure ceiling applying to his Department in 
2020 over 2019; and the projects this increase has been earmarked for. [37458/19]

17/09/2019WRAA04100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Mid 
Year Expenditure Report was published in July 2019  by the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform. 

The Report set a 2020 capital expenditure ceiling of €150 million in respect of my Depart-
ment. This represents an increase of €12m in capital funding compared to the capital alloca-
tion set out in the Further Revised Estimates 2019. 

The increase will support additional funding of the Rural Regeneration and Development 
Fund in 2020 in line with commitments in the National Development Plan. 

My Department’s final 2020 current and capital allocations will be considered and agreed as 
part of the forthcoming Estimates process.

17/09/2019WRAA04200Mountain Access Schemes

17/09/2019WRAA04300607. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the progress made on the mountain access programme to provide insurance indemnity to land-
owners that provide access for hillwalkers; the interim measures being considered in view of 
the delays with progressing the issue of legislation in this regard; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37619/19]

17/09/2019WRAA04400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment has been working for some time to develop a scheme to indemnify private land owners, 
particularly in upland areas, with regard to the use of their lands for recreational purposes.  This 
is a complex issue and the legal rights of landowners must be respected, while trying to facili-
tate access to their lands for recreational users on a permissive basis.  

My Department has been advised that an indemnity scheme such as the one envisaged will 
require legislative provision.  In this context, my officials met with the Attorney General’s 
Office to explore the various options open to the Department and to identify the precise leg-
islation which would require to be introduced to implement such a scheme.  It appears that a 
number of separate pieces of legislation could require amendment. 

In light of the complexity involved, I am also considering other options that might be avail-
able to address the matter as an interim measure.  My officials have been making enquiries 
into alternative options and will continue to work to find a solution that meets the concerns of 
landowners who provide access to their lands for recreational purposes. 
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17/09/2019WRAA04500Mountain Access Schemes

17/09/2019WRAA04600608. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if consideration has been given to the preparation of an economic appraisal on the benefits of 
hillwalkers in certain areas to strengthen the case for the mountain access programme in view 
of the high level of tourists this activity brings here; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [37620/19]

17/09/2019WRAA04700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Comhairle 
Na Tuaithe (The Countryside Council) was established in February 2004 as a non-statutory 
body with a primary focus on the priority areas of access to the countryside, developing a coun-
tryside code, and developing a countryside recreation strategy. 

Under a Comhairle na Tuaithe initiative, in 2011, a Mountain Access Scheme to facilitate 
access to the uplands for hill walking and similar activities was developed in two pilot areas; 
one at Mount Gable in Connemara and the other in the MacGillycuddy Reeks in Co Kerry. 

Comhairle na Tuaithe went on to establish a Mountain Access Project Steering Group in 
2014, which was tasked with reviewing progress in respect of the Mountain Access Pilots, 
developing signage for Mountain Access Pilot areas, and issues around a National Indemnity 
Scheme. Since then, tendering has taken place for the design of a mountain access logo, and 
mountain access signage and information panels for the two pilot areas, which are now in place. 

On 6th June last, I announced the appointment of Dr. Liam Twomey as the new Chair of 
Comhairle na Tuaithe and presented a new mandate to the Council which will reinforce and 
strengthen its advisory role in relation to the sustainable development of the outdoor recreation 
sector in Ireland, which includes hill walking.  

Comhairle will act as a forum for consultation and collaboration between stakeholders and 
advise on matters relating the use of the countryside for recreational purposes. I have also asked 
Comhairle to identify opportunities to develop rural enterprises based on outdoor recreation 
activity, and to consider the scope for the development of a new National Strategy for Outdoor 
Recreation, taking account of recent developments and investments across the sector. 

In light of the enhanced role and work programme of Comhairle, I do not have any plans at 
present to commission a separate economic appraisal of the nature referred to by the Deputy.  
However, available data indicates that in 2014, 1.5 million overseas visitors engaged in hiking, 
cycling and angling during their visit, and spent €900 million while in Ireland.  It is clear from 
these, and other statistics available from State Agencies, that countryside outdoor recreation 
infrastructure and services make an important contribution to the national, regional and local 
economies.

17/09/2019WRAA04800Disability Allowance Payments

17/09/2019WRAA04900609. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated amount it would cost to increase the disability allowance payment by €20 
per week; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36984/19]

17/09/2019WRAA05000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
full year estimated cost of increasing the rate of disability allowance by €20 per week is €166.9 
million.  

This cost is based on the estimated number of recipients in 2020 and is subject to change in 
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the context of emerging trends and associated revision of these estimates.  This cost includes 
proportionate increases for qualified adults.

17/09/2019WRAA05100Rent Supplement Scheme Data

17/09/2019WRAA05200610. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of persons receiving rent supplement support in each municipal district 
(details supplied) in County Clare in each year since 2017, in tabular form. [37137/19]

17/09/2019WRAA05300611. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of persons receiving rent supplement support for each County Clare mu-
nicipal district (details supplied) in each of the years 2000 to 2017, in tabular form. [37139/19]

17/09/2019WRAA05400612. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the amount paid in rent supplement in each municipal district (details supplied) in 
County Clare in each of the years 2000 to 2017, in tabular form. [37140/19]

17/09/2019WRAA05500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 610 to 612, inclusive, together.

Rent supplement continues its vital role in supporting families and individuals in private 
rented accommodation, with the scheme supporting approximately 18,600 recipients for which 
the Government has provided €132.4 million for 2019. 

The strategic goal of returning rent supplement to its original purpose, that of a short-term 
income support, has been primarily facilitated by the introduction of the Housing Assistance 
Payment (HAP). The “Rebuilding Ireland - Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness (July 
2016), reiterated in the “Housing First National Implementation Plan 2018-2021” (September 
2018), is to provide 87,000 flexible housing supports through HAP and Rental Accommodation 
Scheme between 2016 and 2021.  

Since the introduction of HAP on the 29th June 2015 for the County, rent supplement re-
cipients have fallen from some 1,900 to approximately 60 (sixty), as at end of August 2019.  
The identification of recipients for the County with long term social housing needs for transfer 
to HAP remains a key goal for the Department. 

Rent supplement recipient statistics for the County from 2000 to 2017 are provided in the 
attached tabular statement; the tabular statement also includes recipient numbers for the year 
2018 and end August 2019.  Recipient statistics are not maintained on a ‘municipal district 
level’: expenditure statistics by county / municipal district are also not recorded.

Table: Rent Supplement Recipients for County Clare 2000 to End August

Year No. of Recipients
2000 928*
2001 979
2002 1,175
2003 1,228
2004 1,207
2005 1,233
2006 1,120
2007 1,144
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Year No. of Recipients
2008 1,441
2009 1,780
2010 1,937
2011 1,961
2012 1,722
2013 1,547
2014 1,336
2015 1,024
2016 423
2017 177
2018 114
2019 (End of August)  63
* Recipients for 2000 ‘by County’ were not maintained, previous statistical summaries were 

based on Health Board Regions, the 2000 figure supplied is an estimate for the County based on 
trends for the County’s overall share of rent supplement recipients at that time.

17/09/2019WRAA05800Disability Allowance Payments

17/09/2019WRAA05900613. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if arrears in relation to an application by a person (details supplied) will be awarded and 
expedited; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36965/19]

17/09/2019WRAA06000Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): This lady was in receipt of another social welfare payment.  Con-
sequently, the amount of social welfare already paid required calculation and was deducted 
from any arrears due.  

This process was completed by my Department as quickly as possible.  Disability allowance 
arrears issued to the person in question on 7 September 2019.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRAA06100Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

17/09/2019WRAA06200614. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the financial assistance and-or social protection payments available to unmarried 
couples with children that live together (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [36966/19]

17/09/2019WRAA06300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
social welfare system treats spouses, civil partners and cohabitants in the same way for the 
purposes of determining entitlement to income support and other payments.  The full range of 
social protection schemes are available to unmarried couples with children on the same basis as 
married couples with children. 

The Working Family Payment, for example, is a weekly tax-free payment available to em-
ployees with children. The combined income of a couple (married, in a civil partnership or 
cohabiting) is taken into account when calculating income limits and rates of payment.
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Information about the range of schemes and services operated by the Department is avail-
able at a customer’s local Intreo Centre or Citizens Information Centre or on the Department’s 
website www.welfare.ie  .

17/09/2019WRAA06400State Pension (Contributory) Applications

17/09/2019WRAA06500615. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if she will address a matter regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [36974/19]

17/09/2019WRAA06600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
In late September 2018, my Department began examining the social insurance records of over 
90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate State pension 
contributory entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments are being 
reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation which in-
cludes provision for homecaring periods.

The person concerned applied for and was awarded a reduced rate State pension (contribu-
tory) from January 2017.  As their spouse was already in receipt of an increase for qualified 
adult for them at a higher rate, their state pension (contributory) was withdrawn.

A request for information about time spent out of the workforce for parenting or caring rea-
sons was sent to the person concerned on 14 August 2019, with a response period of 3 weeks.  A 
dedicated helpline to support and assist the person making their online application, or to request 
a paper application was also provided.  

No response to the request was received.  On 11 September 2019 a deciding officer carried 
out a review of the pensioners rate of pension based on the information already held by my De-
partment.  Based on this information, the person concerned has 834 reckonable paid contribu-
tions, which when combined with 561 HomeCaring periods and 428 reckonable credits, results 
in a payment rate of 87.64% of the maximum rate of pension.  As the person is already the 
beneficiary of a rate equivalent to 89.6% of the maximum rate of pension, (or €222.50 per 
week), they are financially better to remain as a qualified adult on their spouse’s pension. 

A review outcome letter has issued to the person concerned, which includes a copy of 
their social insurance contribution record.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRAA06700Social Welfare Benefits Payments

17/09/2019WRAA06800616. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if she will commission the establishment of a minimum social welfare floor set against 
the minimum essential standard of living once her plans are established to introduce a revised 
benchmark of social welfare payments; if this will be indicated in budget 2020; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [36986/19]

17/09/2019WRAA06900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): As 
the Deputy is aware, the Roadmap for Pensions Reform, published last year, commits the Gov-
ernment to examine and develop proposals to set a formal benchmark of 34% of average earn-
ings for the State Pension and to institute a process whereby future changes in pension rates of 
payment are explicitly linked to changes in consumer prices and average wages.  My Depart-
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ment is currently considering options to implement this commitment.

Section 19 of the Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registration Act 2018 provided that I, 
as Minister, would arrange to “...consult with stakeholders on examining ways in which social 
welfare rates are increased with the aim of ensuring adequacy for all recipients...”.

In this context, my Department met with numerous interested stakeholders to solicit views 
on how the adoption of a benchmark, and a system of indexation, might apply to social welfare 
rates.   This involved bilateral meetings with certain stakeholders and roundtable meetings with 
a range of groups.  The organisations consulted included the community and voluntary pillar, 
ICTU, IBEC, the ESRI and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  Various views 
were put forward as part of the consultation process including adopting an earnings link for 
social welfare payments, benchmarking and indexing to the Minimum Essential Standard of 
Living (MESL) measure produced by the Vincentian Partnership for Social Justice, adopting a 
twin-lock approach to indexation (wages and prices), and maintaining the current system of ad-
justing rates in line with available resources at Budget time.

Any change to the current process of setting social welfare rates of payment would require 
Government approval and would have to be considered in the overall policy and budgetary con-
text.  This would include taking account of stakeholder views, as well as considerations of cost, 
work incentives, poverty alleviation, policy alignment and the administration of any proposed 
system.  No decisions have yet been made, in this regard.

17/09/2019WRAA07000Treatment Benefit Scheme Eligibility

17/09/2019WRAA07100617. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs 
and Social Protection the way in which a person that is estranged from their spouse can access 
dental benefit on the basis of the PRSI contributions of their spouse without having to have their 
spouse complete and sign form D2; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36993/19]

17/09/2019WRAA07200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): A 
person can qualify for treatment benefit in two ways, either using their own PRSI record if they 
have the required contributions or by using their spouse’s/partner’s record if they are financially 
dependent on their spouse or partner.

When a person wishes to claim treatment benefit under the dependent spouse scheme, based 
on their spouse’s/partner’s PRSI record, they are required to complete a dependent spouse ap-
plication form)eligibility check form (DE2), available from the service provider they intend to 
use or directly from the Department.  In order to determine eligibility the Department has to 
confirm that the insured spouse/partner satisfies the PRSI contributions requirement and that the 
person seeking treatment benefit is financially dependent on the qualified person. 

To ensure data protection compliance (including the General Data Protection Regulation 
legislation) the Department seeks the written consent of both parties to their data being used to 
make the necessary enquires to check eligibility.   The “qualified” PRSI contributor is asked to 
consent to the use of their PPS number by the Department, so that their PRSI record can be ac-
cessed to potentially qualify their dependent spouse/partner for treatment benefits. 

It should be noted that the “qualified” spouse/partner is not asked to consent to their spouse 
getting the treatment, but is asked to consent to the use of their PPSN by the Department.  
Where a dependent spouse/partner indicates to the Department that they do not wish to, or are 
not in a position to ask their spouse/partner to sign the form, the Department can still proceed 
to determine eligibility.  A protocol is in place to cover  such instances and is in operation in 
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relation to all schemes and services of the Department.

The person concerned should complete the DE2 form and indicate on part 2 that they are 
separated from their spouse.  In such circumstances the spousal declaration need not be com-
pleted. On submission of the form the Department will proceed to take the necessary steps to 
confirm eligibility. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the deputy. 

17/09/2019WRBB00200Free Travel Scheme Data

17/09/2019WRBB00300618. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the funding provided for the free travel scheme from 2008 to date. [36996/19]

17/09/2019WRBB00400619. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the way in which the free travel scheme fund has been distributed to specific transport compa-
nies from 2008 to date by company. [36998/19]

17/09/2019WRBB00500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 618 and 619 together.

The free travel scheme permits free travel on most CIE public transport services, Luas and a 
range of services offered by some 80 private operators in various parts of the country for those 
eligible under the scheme.  The scheme is available to all people aged over 66 living perma-
nently in the State.  Applicants who are under age 66 must be in receipt of a qualifying payment 
in order to be eligible for the scheme and permanently, legally reside in the State.  

There are currently 955,792, customers in receipt of Free Travel as of the end of August 
2019.  

A full list of the moneys paid to the transport companies and the overall budget allocation 
for the free travel scheme covering the years from 2008 to 2018 is available at the following 
link:

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-09-17_pq618-19-09-2019_en.docx  “>Free Travel Scheme</a>]

The 2019 free travel budget allocation is €95 million.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRBB00700Public Services Card

17/09/2019WRBB00800620. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the extent of external legal advice and-or consultancy she engaged on the issue of 
the report of the Commissioner for Data Protection into issues pertaining to the public services 
card in 2018 to 4 September 2019; the name of the consultants engaged and cost of same over 
the period; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37007/19]

17/09/2019WRBB00900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): In 
my Department’s consideration of the draft report of the Data Protection Commission (DPC) 
on the Public Services Card in 2018 and the final report received by my Department in August 
2019, my officials consulted with the Attorney General’s Office (AGO). 
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External counsel also contributed to the examination of both the draft and final reports.  
Counsel was engaged via the AGO, as is the normal protocol for Government Departments. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

17/09/2019WRBB01000State Pensions Payments

17/09/2019WRBB01100621. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the reason the denominator is 40 when reassessing the pension entitlements of a 
person (details supplied) under the total contributions approach; the further reason the person 
could not benefit from homecaring period credits under the long average method; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [37033/19]

17/09/2019WRBB01200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): For 
those people who reached state pension age since September 2012, two different methods of 
calculating their entitlement to a contributory state pension are used, those being the Yearly 
Averaging (YA) approach used since the inception of the contributory pension in 1961 and an 
interim Total Contributions Approach (TCA).  The customer receives the higher rate of the two 
calculations.  There are several different elements involved in each calculating method.  The 
elements which make up each method are set out in the Social Welfare Consolidation Act, 
2005, as amended.  The specific legislation allowing for the introduction of the interim TCA 
and amending the Consolidation Act in that regard is contained in The Social Welfare, Pensions 
and Civil Registration Act 2018, as signed into law on 24 December 2018.

The National Pensions Framework (2010) (NPF) announced that the Government would 
introduce a new method for calculating State pension contributory (SPC) entitlements, from 
2020.  It proposed that the current YA system be replaced with a TCA which would make the 
level of pension paid “directly proportionate to the number of social insurance contributions 
made by a person over his or her working life.”  

When the Government decided, in January 2018, to announce an interim TCA option for 
those who had been affected by the change in rate bands in September 2012, 40 years of con-
tributions was set as the requirement for a full rate pension.  Crucially though this interim TCA 
facilitates up to 20 years of HomeCaring periods to be added to paid contributions to increase 
a person’s rate.  In addition, no start date was imposed on this facility (i.e., periods from before 
April 1994 were now allowed).  It effectively meant that the minimum number of paid contribu-
tions of 20 years needed for a full rate pension would be as the National Pensions Framework 
suggested.  However the additional scope for home caring would allow more people, particu-
larly women who took time out of the work place to care for children and others, to earn a 
higher or the full rate pension.

The person in question applied for a pension and was assessed under the YA calculation 
method with having a yearly average of 37 based on 1,203 reckonable paid contributions and 
94 reckonable credited contributions over 35 years.  This placed the person into the 30-39 rate 
band which equates to a payment rate equal to 89.89% of the maximum rate pension in 2019 
rates.  When the person was assessed under the interim TCA, an additional 39 paid contribu-
tions, made in the person’s 66th year, were included in the calculation (under the YA approach, 
contributions made after the end of the year in which the person attains 65 years of age are not 
counted as it can often result in a lower yearly average with a potentially lower pension pay-
ment rate).  This assessment resulted in a payment rate equal to 89.52% of the maximum rate 
pension based on 1,242 reckonable paid contributions combined with 526 HomeCaring periods 
and 94 reckonable credits. 
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As the person is already in receipt of 89.89% of the maximum rate of pension under the 
YA approach, it is more financially beneficial for them to remain on their existing payment.  A 
review outcome letter was issued informing the person concerned that their existing rate of pay-
ment will continue unchanged. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRBB01300State Pension (Contributory)

17/09/2019WRBB01400622. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of plans to implement a total contributions approach in relation to the State 
pension (contributory); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37035/19]

17/09/2019WRBB01500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
introduction of a Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to establishing the level of entitlement 
for all new state pension contributory claims was signalled by the then Government in the Na-
tional Pensions Framework in 2010.  At that time it set a target date of 2020 for the implementa-
tion of TCA.  More recently, the Roadmap for Pensions Reform 2018-2023 targeted implemen-
tation of the TCA from Q3 of 2020.  This is subject to the necessary legislation being enacted 
and supporting structures being in place.   

Consultation is a very important part of the development and design of the new pension.  
With this in mind, I launched a public consultation on the design of the TCA on the 28th of May 
2018 to which a wide variety of stakeholder groups were invited.  A number of workshops were 
also held on the day to elicit views and feedback. 

Shortly afterwards, Oireachtas members were invited to a detailed briefing by my officials in 
Leinster House.  The consultation was open for over 3 months and the Department received al-
most 300 responses from individuals and organisations.  Those submissions outlined the views 
of respondents on the issues of most interest to them including how self-employed people and 
Class S PRSI contributions since 1988 could be treated.

Having carefully examined the outputs of the consultation process, my Department is now 
designing the scheme and I intend to shortly bring a proposal to Government setting out that 
design. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRBB01600Invalidity Pension Appeals

17/09/2019WRBB01700623. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the reason for the delay in an invalidity pension appeal by a person (details supplied). 
[37051/19]

17/09/2019WRBB01800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I am 
advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered 
all of the available evidence, has decided to allow the appeal of the person concerned by way 
of a summary decision on 05 September 2019.  The person concerned has been notified of the 
Appeals Officer’s decision.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office has also advised me that a number of new Appeals Of-
ficers have joined the Appeals Office over the past 12-18 months, to replace staff leaving on 
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retirement.  While it is regretted that there has been a delay in this case, given the complexity of 
the appeals process it takes some time for new staff to be trained up and develop expertise and 
this has led to somewhat longer processing times during this period.  The Chief Appeals Officer 
has advised me that appeal processing times continue to be a priority for her Office. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRBB01900Carer’s Benefit Applications

17/09/2019WRBB02000624. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if an application for carer’s benefit by a person (details supplied) in County Kildare will 
be expedited; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37065/19]

17/09/2019WRBB02100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s Benefit (CARB) is a PRSI based payment, made to persons who are providing full-time 
care and attention to a person who has such a disability that they require that level of care.  

An application for CARB was received from the person concerned on 8 July 2019.  

The application was awarded to the person concerned with effect from 18 July 2019 when 
her carer’s leave commenced. The first payment will issue to her nominated bank account 
on 26 September 2019.  

Arrears of benefit due from 18 July 2019 to 25 September 2019 will also issue to her bank 
on 26 September 2019.   

The person concerned was notified on 10 September 2019 of this decision, the reason for it 
and of her right of review and appeal. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRBB02200Illness Benefit Payments

17/09/2019WRBB02300625. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the reason workers that take sick leave receive no financial support for the first six days 
of leave; her plans to amend the legislation in this regard; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [37113/19]

17/09/2019WRBB02400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Ill-
ness benefit is a short term payment made to insured people who are unable to work due to ill-
ness.  The payment is funded by the social insurance fund (SIF) through the payment of PRSI 
contributions by workers and employers and, in the event of a shortfall between contributions 
received and benefits paid, the Exchequer.  The fund is central to Ireland’s system of social pro-
tection and the Government needs to ensure that it can provide adequate and sustainable social 
insurance pensions and benefits for a growing and ageing population.

Current arrangements provide that payment of illness benefit begins from the seventh day of 
the illness.  No payment is made for the first six days, known as “waiting days”.  Waiting days 
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have been a long standing feature of the social insurance system and are a feature of similar so-
cial security schemes in many other countries.  When the current waiting day arrangements for 
illness benefit were changed in 2014 to six days from the previous three, the then projected full-
year annual savings of extending the number of waiting days was €22 million per year.  

In many instances where occupational sick pay arrangements are in place, employees in ef-
fect continue to receive their income from employers.  For those who do not have access to such 
assistance but need financial support during waiting days, they may apply for supplementary 
welfare allowance.

The Department regularly reviews its supports and payments schemes to ensure that they 
continue to meet their objectives.  Given the cost implications, any change to the current ar-
rangements would have to be considered in an overall policy and budgetary context. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRBB02500Carer’s Benefit Applications

17/09/2019WRBB02600626. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if assistance will be offered in processing a carer’s benefit application by a person (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37126/19]

17/09/2019WRBB02700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s Benefit (CARB) is a PRSI based payment, made to a person who is providing full-time 
care and attention to a child or an adult who has such a disability that as a result they require 
that level of care.

Before a decision can be made on entitlement to CARB, evidence must be provided in re-
spect of the care recipient’s care requirement, the level of care the carer provides, the carer’s 
hours of employment and their PRSI record.  

An application for CARB was received from the person concerned on 22 August 2019. 

Additional information in relation to the person’s application was requested by a deciding 
officer on 27 August 2019.

Once the information is received the application will be processed and the person concerned 
will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRBB02800Invalidity Pension Applications

17/09/2019WRBB02900627. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a decision in respect of an invalidity pension will be issued in the case of a 
person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37132/19]

17/09/2019WRBB03000Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The gentleman referred to has been awarded invalidity pension 
with effect from 09 May 2019.  Payment will issue to his nominated bank account on 19 Sep-
tember 2019.  Any arrears due from 09 May 2019 to 18 September 2019 (less any overlapping 
social welfare payment) will issue as soon as possible.  The gentleman in question was notified 
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of this decision on 09 September 2019.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRBB03100Invalidity Pension Payments

17/09/2019WRBB03200628. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a basic social welfare payment will be approved in case of a person (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37133/19]

17/09/2019WRBB03300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The gentleman referred to has been awarded invalidity pension 
with effect from 09 May 2019.  Payment will issue to his nominated bank account on 19 Sep-
tember 2019.  Any arrears due from 09 May 2019 to 18 September 2019 (less any overlapping 
social welfare payment) will issue as soon as possible.  The gentleman in question was notified 
of this decision on 09 September 2019.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRBB03400Carer’s Allowance Review

17/09/2019WRBB03500629. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a decision will issue in relation to a carer’s allowance review request by a per-
son (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37171/19]

17/09/2019WRBB03600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I am 
advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered 
all the evidence, disallowed the appeals of the person concerned relating to carer’s allowance 
applications in respect of her parents by way of  summary decisions on 9 April 2019.

Under social welfare legislation the decision of an Appeals Officer is final and conclusive 
and may only be reviewed by an Appeals Officer in the light of new evidence or new facts.  I 
am advised that the person concerned subsequently submitted additional evidence and that the 
Appeals Officer agreed to review the decisions in respect of these appeals on foot of this ad-
ditional evidence.     

I am advised that the Appeals Officer requested more information in these cases on 28 
August 2019. The person concerned submitted the additional evidence on 5 September 2019 
and the Appeals Officer will now review the decisions in both cases.  The person concerned will 
be contacted when the reviews of these appeals have been finalised.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRBB03700Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

17/09/2019WRBB03800630. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of talks between her Department and the unions representing community em-



Questions - Written Answers

280

ployment supervisors and their pensions. [37184/19]

17/09/2019WRBB03900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I am 
currently engaging with representatives of CE supervisors to discuss issues arising following 
the 2008 Labour Court Recommendation.  All parties to the engagement process have agreed 
that the detail of the discussions should remain confidential while the engagement is ongoing 
and I would ask Deputies to respect these wishes and allow the talks to continue free from 
speculation which might prove unhelpful. I expect that it will take a number of weeks to reach 
a conclusion.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRBB04000Carer’s Allowance Payments

17/09/2019WRBB04100631. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the restrictions on recipients of social welfare payments such as carer’s allowance on 
leaving the country for short periods of time to visit family members; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [37185/19]

17/09/2019WRBB04200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

As is the case with most other means-tested social welfare payments, CA is not payable on 
an extended basis to or in respect of persons outside the State, although legislation provides for 
the payment of CA when a person leaves the State on a temporary basis.  A Carer may be absent 
from the state while on holiday for a maximum of 3 weeks each year and continue to receive 
payment of CA.

Before going abroad the Carer is obliged to notify this department of that fact. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRBB04300Invalidity Pension Reviews

17/09/2019WRBB04400632. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if an oral hearing will be provided in the case of a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [37197/19]

17/09/2019WRBB04500Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions. 

The department received a claim for IP for the lady concerned on 08 April 2019.  Her claim 
was disallowed on the grounds that the medical conditions for the scheme were not satisfied.  
She was notified on 16 July 2019 of this decision, the reasons for it and of her right of review 
and appeal.   

To date there is no record of a review or an appeal request of this disallowance decision and 
there is no record of an application for disability allowance (DA) from the lady in question.
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRBB04600Disability Allowance Payments

17/09/2019WRBB04700633. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if a disability allowance will be reinstated for a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [37207/19]

17/09/2019WRBB04800Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned informed us that he was taking up full time 
employment and his disability allowance (DA) was stopped with effect from 24 July 2019.

On 9 September 2019 a request for information which is required in order to restart the DA 
for the person concerned was sent to him. On receipt of the requested information a decision 
will be made and he will be notified directly in writing.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRBB04900Money Advice and Budgeting Service Funding

17/09/2019WRBB05000634. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if her attention has been drawn to the fact that funding to a company (details supplied) is being 
stopped on 30 November 2019; her views on the impact this will have for those seeking help 
and advice from MABS; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37224/19]

17/09/2019WRBB05100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Citizens Information Board (CIB) is the statutory body with responsibility for the  Money Ad-
vice and Budgeting Services (MABS).  A project to restructure the governance arrangements 
of the MABS companies  from 51 local companies to 8 regional companies was completed 
towards end 2018. 

Following the restructure of the MABS local companies,  the Board of CIB undertook  an 
independent review of the company mentioned by the Deputy  in order to establish how best to 
align its structure and functions with the 8 new MABS regional companies. 

Following that review, CIB has decided to undertake a reorganisation of that company. As 
part of that re-organisation, CIB issued a notice of termination at end July 2019  under the terms 
of  its service agreement, which allows CIB to terminate the agreement, without cause, at any 
time by giving four months prior written notice. 

It is important to note that CIB,  which has statutory responsibility for MABS, including the 
company referred to by the Deputy, has confirmed to my  Department  that in the reorganisation 
proposed, all employees will retain their jobs, their terms and conditions of employment and 
will continue in their current place of employment. There will be no reduction in the money 
advice and budgeting services offered to the public as a result of this reorganisation.

CIB’s intention is that staff currently employed  on the Helpline will transfer to the Citizens 
Information Phone Service (CIPS) company. CIPS is the dedicated phone service for calls 
relating to citizens information queries and operates on a national basis, similar to the MABS 
Helpline.  All of the  Helpline staff will be retained at their current base in Blanchardstown.

CIB’s intention is that the remaining staff will transfer to a new support services company to 
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further develop and enhance the functions of MABS in relation to training and quality, and will 
work closely with the regional MABS companies  to establish new services in the future. This 
company will continue to operate from the current MABS ND premises in Blanchardstown.  
CIB is currently engaged in progressing arrangements for the establishment of that new com-
pany and for the orderly transfer of staff thereto.

All staff transfers will be conducted under the TUPE regulations which offer protection to 
all employees ( SI 131/2003 EC ( Protection of Employees on Transfer of Undertakings) Regu-
lations 2003) 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRBB05200Working Family Payment Payments

17/09/2019WRBB05300635. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when arrears of the working family payment will issue in the case of a person (de-
tails supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37245/19]

17/09/2019WRBB05400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is an in-work payment which provides additional income 
support to employees on low earnings with children. In order to qualify for WFP, an applicant 
must have a qualified child and be engaged in full-time paid employment as an employee for 
not less than 38 hours per fortnight.

Working family payment for the person concerned was due for renewal from 25 October 
2018 and the form was received on 27 November 2018.

As the person concerned had new employment from 17 June 2018, correspondence issued 
to the customer and to the customers employer on 27 November 2018.   The customer made 
contact informing us that the employer lost the form and this form reissued directly to the cus-
tomer on 12 February 2019.  The customer made contact again informing us that his employ-
ers mislaid the second form also and this form reissued on 28 February 2019 together with a 
request for his P60 and recent payslips.

On receipt of the information on 25 March 2019, working family payment for the person 
concerned  was processed and awarded from 25 October 2018 and working family payment ar-
rears were held pending the outcome of the Social Welfare Inspector review.

This review has been completed and working family payment arrears have issued to the 
person concerned.

 I trust this clarifies matter.

17/09/2019WRBB05500Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

17/09/2019WRBB05600636. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the reason a person (details supplied) continues to receive a lower rate of rent sup-
port than is applicable to a similar person; if there are other issues affecting entitlement being 
applied by her Department without reference; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[37246/19]

17/09/2019WRBB05700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
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refer to the Deputy’s Parliamentary Questions 14647/19, 17527/19, 28052/19 and 35780/19 on 
this matter.  The rent supplement claim for the person concerned was reviewed in April 2019 
and the payment awarded was based on the application and documentation submitted by the 
person concerned.

My Department has not been made aware of any change in circumstances since the last re-
view was undertaken.  If there has been a change of circumstances since the last review, such as 
an increase in rent, it is open to the person concerned to contact my Department to seek a review 
of their rent supplement entitlement.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRBB05800Disability Allowance Applications

17/09/2019WRBB05900637. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if she will address a matter regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [37248/19]

17/09/2019WRBB06000Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Following a review of this lady’s entitlement to disability allow-
ance (DA), she has been awarded the maximum rate of payment from 8th August 2018. She was 
notified of this decision on 11 September 2019. She was also notified on that date of her right 
to seek a review of this decision

or appeal directly to the Social Welfare Appeals Office. 

The first payment at the revised rate will issue to the person concerned on 18 September 
2019. Arrears of payment due, will issue as soon as possible once any necessary adjustment is 
calculated and applied in respect of any overlapping payments. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRBB06100Personal Public Service Numbers

17/09/2019WRBB06200638. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a PPS number will issue to a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [37249/19]

17/09/2019WRBB06300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned has applied for a Personal Public Services Number (PPSN) and was request-
ed by an officer of this Department on 16th August 2019 to produce further documentation in 
order to complete their application. The documentation requested has not yet been provided to 
the Department. 

Once the requested documentation has been submitted, the person’s PPSN application will 
be processed.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRBB06400Public Services Card



Questions - Written Answers

284

17/09/2019WRBB06500639. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when the report carried out by the Data Protection Commission into the public services card 
will be published. [37261/19]

17/09/2019WRBB06600640. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the reason she has postponed the publication of the report carried out by the Data Protection 
Commission into the public services card while waiting for a meeting between both parties 
when this will have no bearing on the contents of the report; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [37262/19]

17/09/2019WRBB06700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 639 and 640 together.

In the interest of transparency, I intend to publish the Data Protection Commission’s Report 
on the Public Services Card and my Department’s Summary Response to the Report later today 
– Tuesday 17th September.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRBB06900Illness Benefit Reform

17/09/2019WRBB07000641. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of the review into the implementation of the new illness benefit system; the date for 
the publication of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37263/19]

17/09/2019WRBB07100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
review referred to is being conducted by a retired Commissioner from the Revenue Commis-
sioners. The purpose of the review is to identify the core reasons for the issues experienced in 
2018 when IB claims was migrated from a legacy platform (known as ISTS) to a newer platform 
known as BOMi. Most of the Department’s schemes and services are successfully supported on 
the BOMi platform, however, Illness Benefit migration experienced a number of issues.

The investigation element of the review is now complete including the completion of in-
terviews and meetings with relevant stakeholders including staff of the Illness Benefit Section. 
The compilation of findings and the drafting of the report is still ongoing. I understand that this 
will take some further time.

The Department intends to use the report to inform its approach to the migration of some 
other  large weekly payment processing scheme applications (e.g. Jobseekers, One Parent Fam-
ily payments) onto the BOMi platform, and is therefore anxious that it be completed as soon as 
possible.

The Department expects that the report will be finalised before the end of 2019. As previ-
ously indicated, the report will be provided to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRBB07200Departmental Strategies

17/09/2019WRBB07300642. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the date for the publication of the new national action plan for social inclusion which is over-
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due; the reason for the delay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37264/19]

17/09/2019WRBB07400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
new social inclusion strategy – ‘Roadmap for Social Inclusion: Ambitions, Goals, Commit-
ments 2019-2025’ - is being developed following consultation with relevant Government De-
partments and other stakeholders.  The Roadmap is currently being finalised and it is expected 
that the new strategy will be published shortly. I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRCC00200Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

17/09/2019WRCC00300643. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the reason the report into the reduced jobseeker’s rates for 18 to 25-year olds committed 
to in Pathways to Work 2016-2020 is now three years overdue; if a draft document has been 
provided to her; the date for publication of the report; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [37265/19]

17/09/2019WRCC00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Re-
duced rates for Jobseekers Allowance recipients aged 18-25 were introduced on a phased basis 
to tackle high youth unemployment which had reached its highest level in 2009 with almost 
28% of people under 25 years of age unemployed and to prevent long-term welfare depen-
dency.  This policy is in line with other EU and OECD jurisdictions.  Receiving the maximum 
weekly rate of jobseeker’s allowance without a strong financial incentive to engage in education 
or training can lead to long-term welfare dependency from a young age.  If a young jobseeker 
participates in education or training the personal rate that applies is the maximum rate of €203 
per week.  

Under Pathways to Work 2016-2020, my Department committed to review and report on the 
impact of the reduced rates for JA recipients aged 18 to 25.  As an input to my Department’s re-
view, the National University of Ireland, Maynooth (NUIM) undertook research which exam-
ined the effectiveness of the reduced rates in encouraging young jobseekers to avail of educa-
tion, training and employment.  My Department facilitated the NUIM access to the data from 
the Jobseeker’s Longitudinal Database in order to undertake this research. 

The detailed findings from this research have been used to inform my Department’s own re-
view report.  The report, which involves a considerable amount of data gathering and complex 
analysis, is at an advanced stage and I expect to receive a copy soon.

 I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRCC00500Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

17/09/2019WRCC00600644. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if the possibility of allowing a person (details supplied) to take up a position on a community 
employment scheme will be investigated. [37288/19]

17/09/2019WRCC00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Community Employment (CE) is a positive initiative that enables the long-term unemployed to 
make a contribution to their communities whilst up-skilling themselves for prospective future 
employment.  It helps to break the cycle of unemployment and improve a person’s chances of 
returning to the labour market. 

Under the Service Support Stream (SSS) on CE, participants aged 62 years and over who 
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meet the eligibility criteria may remain on CE up to the State Pension age. The places available 
under this stream are subject to eligibility criteria. I amended the criteria last year to ensure that 
these places can be availed of once a person reaches age 62.

In the case referred to by the Deputy, the person is not currently on CE, however it is open 
to them to apply for a placement under the SSS on reaching 62 in February 2020.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRCC00800Pensions Reform

17/09/2019WRCC00900645. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if she will consult widely with the stakeholders involved in relation to the IORPS II 
directive before introducing same; if her attention has been drawn to or if she has considered the 
opinion of the industry that the directive is not the appropriate way to regulate single member 
pension schemes; and the details of her approach to these schemes. [37345/19]

17/09/2019WRCC01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
IORP II Directive is a substantial Directive, the transposition of which will result in significant 
improvements to the regulation and governance of funded occupational pension schemes in 
Ireland.  Officials in my Department, supported by the Pensions Authority, are managing this 
transposition process.  

In 2014, the Department undertook an open public consultation on the IORP II Directive.  
Further to that, the Pensions Authority undertook a consultation process on the reform and 
simplification of supplementary funded private pensions in 2016.  In addition, officials of my 
Department have engaged on the provisions of the Directive with numerous representatives and 
stakeholders over a number of years.  

As the Deputy may be aware, an application has been granted for a judicial review for a set 
of reliefs and a stay in relation to the transposition into Irish law of the IORP II Directive.  As 
such, it would not be appropriate for me to comment further on matters that are currently before 
the Courts.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRCC01100Social Welfare Appeals Status

17/09/2019WRCC01200646. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an appeal in the case of a person (details supplied) in respect of their 
entitlement to a pension benefit; and if their pension will be restored. [37347/19]

17/09/2019WRCC01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was 
registered in that office on 31 July 2019.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process 
that the relevant papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds 
of appeal be sought from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection. These 
papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 16 August 2019 and the case will 
be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on 
documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  The Department has sus-
pended the recovery of this overpayment while the appeal is being dealt with.
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Your representations, including your request for an oral hearing, will be brought to the at-
tention of the Appeals Officer assigned to this case. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRCC01400Community Employment Schemes Cessation

17/09/2019WRCC01500647. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the reason a person (details supplied) did not receive pay in lieu of notice when funding 
was withdrawn from the community employment scheme effectively rendering it closed; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [37363/19]

17/09/2019WRCC01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Community Employment (CE) schemes are typically sponsored by voluntary and community 
organisations wishing to benefit the local community.  As the employers, these sponsoring or-
ganisations contract with my Department, on an annual basis, to provide job seekers with good 
quality work experience and training qualifications to support their progression into employ-
ment.  

CE supervisors are employees of these organisations, which are private companies. They 
are not employees of my Department or public servants.  The issue of pay in lieu of notice is a 
matter between the person concerned and their employer.

The purpose of the Insolvency Payments Scheme, which operates under the Protection of 
Employees (Employers’ Insolvency) Act 1984, as amended, is to protect certain outstanding 
pay-related entitlements due to employees in the event of the insolvency of their employer.  

These entitlements include wages, holiday pay, sick pay, payment in lieu of minimum notice 
due under the Minimum Notice & Terms of Employment Acts and certain pension contribu-
tions.  Various other statutory awards made by the Workplace Relations Commission, are also 
covered by the scheme.  

Where a person’s former employer was a limited company, the company must be in liq-
uidation or receivership in order for the person to be eligible to claim entitlements under the 
Insolvency Payments Scheme.

I am advised that in this instance, the employer does not satisfy the current requirements to 
enable payment to be made under the Insolvency Payments Scheme.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRCC01700Workplace Relations Commission

17/09/2019WRCC01800648. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if she will address a matter regarding a Workplace Relations Commission adjudica-
tion in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[37402/19]
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17/09/2019WRCC01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): An 
award was made by the Workplace Relations Commission which requires the employer to make  
payment to their former employee. If the company in question has gone into liquidation, it is the 
responsibility of the liquidator to manage any outstanding debts.  

The purpose of the Insolvency Payments Scheme, which operates under the Protection of 
Employees (Employers’ Insolvency) Act, is to protect certain outstanding pay-related entitle-
ments due to employees in the event of the insolvency of their employer.  

These entitlements include wages, holiday pay, sick pay, payment in lieu of minimum notice 
due under the Minimum Notice & Terms of Employment Acts, 1973-2001, and certain pension 
contributions.  Various other statutory awards made by the Workplace Relations Commission 
are also covered by the scheme.   

To date, my Department has not received a claim under the Insolvency Payments Scheme for 
this individual. Officials in my Department have advised the individual to contact the liquidator 
directly and request that the appropriate claim forms be submitted to the Department along with 
a copy of the relevant Workplace Relations Commission decision.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

17/09/2019WRCC02000Maternity Benefit Applications

17/09/2019WRCC02100649. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a decision will be made in respect a person (details supplied) who appealed the 
decision made in respect of their application for maternity benefit in March 2019; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [37440/19]

17/09/2019WRCC02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was re-
ferred on 16 July 2019 to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal 
based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRCC02300Carer’s Allowance Applications

17/09/2019WRCC02400650. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a decision has been made on an application for a carer’s allowance in respect of a 
person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[37516/19]

17/09/2019WRCC02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 29 July 2019. The appli-
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cation is currently being processed and once completed, the person concerned will be notified 
directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRCC02600State Pension (Contributory)

17/09/2019WRCC02700651. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if a person (details supplied) will be included in the upcoming pensions review; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [37538/19]

17/09/2019WRCC02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
In late September 2018, my Department began examining the social insurance records of over 
90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate State pension 
contributory entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments are being 
reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation which in-
cludes provision for homecaring periods.

The person concerned applied for and was awarded a reduced rate State pension (contribu-
tory) in 2015.  As their spouse was already in receipt of an increase for qualified adult for them 
at a higher rate, their state pension (contributory) claim was withdrawn.

The person has been reviewed using information already held by the Department in rela-
tion to their HomeCaring Periods.  The person has a total of 904 reckonable paid contributions 
which combined with the maximum permissible number of combined HomeCaring periods and 
reckonable credits of 1,040, (as set out in legislation) results in a rate of 93.46% of the maxi-
mum rate of pension.  

The person has been transferred to their own state pension (contributory) pension, as their 
own entitlement now exceeds their previous qualified adult increase rate.  

A review outcome letter has issued to the person, outlining details of their increase and 
includes a breakdown of their social insurance contribution record.  Arrears of payment, back-
dated to 30 March 2018, will issue shortly. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

17/09/2019WRCC02900Departmental Investigations

17/09/2019WRCC03000652. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the outcome of an investigation by the scope section into employment arrangements 
at a company (details supplied) in County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[37616/19]

17/09/2019WRCC03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Scope section of this Department made decisions in relation to the insurability status of two 
individuals employed by Globetech in November 2016.  The decisions ruled both individuals 
to be employed under a contract of service (employee status) and insurable at PRSI Class A.

These decisions were not appealed by the company.  Employee status was then applied to all 
other individuals employed by the company under the same terms and conditions.
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As the company complied with the determinations with the employees being reclassified 
and their situation regularised with the Revenue Commissioners, the matter was resolved.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRCC03200Departmental Investigations

17/09/2019WRCC03300653. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of investigations undertaken by the scope section that involved contrac-
tors and multinational companies regarding employment status and-or bogus self-employment 
in the past five years to date; the number of these investigations that were closed and determina-
tions made and or sanctions imposed; the number that remain open and or under appeal; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [37617/19]

17/09/2019WRCC03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Scope Section of my Department undertakes investigations on foot of requests from a variety 
of sources, for example, employees, employers or Social Welfare Inspectors.  These investiga-
tions cover a variety of situations, for example, modified classes of PRSI for civil and public 
servants, family employments or the insurability of Directors. 

Of all the cases referred to Scope, those involving the mis-classification of an employee as 
being self-employed – what we call ‘false self-employment’ (FSE) – constitute a small propor-
tion.  In this regard, a breakdown of cases is not available pre-2018 as the historic database in 
use in Scope did not allow this categorisation.  However, the following statistics are available:

 Number of all cases referred for Scope decision

Year All cases referred All cases decisions 
made

Employed/self-
employedDecisions 
made

2015 1,220 1,064 Not available
2016 1,446 1,027 Not available
2017 1,473 1,065 Not available
2018 2,067 1,339 73
2019 (to end May) 879 575 59

The following statistics show the number of decisions made involving FSE situations:

Number of cases in sub-category of Employed/Self-Employed (Decision Made) 

Decisions made    2018   2019 (to end May)   
Total decisions made 73 59 
I am advised that records are not categorised on the basis of “contractors and multinational 

companies” as the Deputy asks, and so the number of such specific cases  is not available.

It is important to note that these cases do not always involve a deliberately fraudulent mis-
classification of a worker as self-employed.  Sometimes it happens that both employer and 
employee are genuinely mistaken in their approach and are happy to correct the position once 
the Department’s officials make a determination. 
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I am advised that cases are not recorded at present in a format that allows statistics to be 
provided on the number of such cases appealed, as a separate category.  However, I can confirm 
that there are currently 11 cases of ‘employed/self-employed’ Scope cases currently on appeal 
with the Social Welfare Appeals Office. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRCC03500Carer’s Allowance Applications

17/09/2019WRCC03600654. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of a carer’s allowance appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [37648/19]

17/09/2019WRCC03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was 
registered in that office on 14 June 2019.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process 
that the relevant papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds 
of appeal be sought from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.  These 
papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 26 August 2019 and the case will 
be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the 
documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRCC03800Legislative Programme

17/09/2019WRCC03900655. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government when he will publish the marine planning and development management Bill. 
[36422/19]

17/09/2019WRCC04000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The target date for the publication of the Marine Planning and 
Development Management Bill set out in the Climate Action Plan to tackle Climate Break-
down is Q4 2019. Once the legislation is published, it will then be a matter for the Oireachtas 
to consider. If the Bill is enacted, it will require further enabling measures post enactment to 
bring the new regime into operation including the necessary regulations, statutory guidelines 
and transitional arrangements. 

17/09/2019WRCC04100Commercial Rates Exemptions

17/09/2019WRCC04200656. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the position regarding offices occupied by Intreo or social welfare branches being exempt 
from commercial rates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37218/19]

17/09/2019WRCC04300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Generally, property occupied by Government Departments are exempt from commercial 
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rates.  In the case of the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection, under the 
Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005, there is a requirement that expenses incurred in relation 
to the operation of the Social Insurance Fund must be recouped to other Government Depart-
ments. This includes a contribution in lieu of commercial rates, apportioned on the basis of 
buildings or portions of buildings where the Social Insurance Fund is administered.  

17/09/2019WRCC04400Housing Adaptation Grant

17/09/2019WRCC04500657. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if consideration will be given to setting up a specialised building unit for persons that have 
sudden onset catastrophic life changing injuries or illnesses that require housing adaptations as 
a matter of urgency (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37546/19]

17/09/2019WRCC04600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department provides funding to local authorities under the suite of Housing Adaptation Grants 
for Older People and People with a Disability, to assist people in private houses to make their 
accommodation more suitable for their needs and also facilitate the early return from hospital 
stays. The detailed administration of the grants including their assessment, approval and priori-
tisation, is the responsibility of the local authorities.

Under the grants, the applicant engages the tradespeople directly and consideration has not 
been given to the establishment of a dedicated specialised building unit.  However, the major-
ity of local authorities can provide applicants with an informal list of local building contractors 
who have completed grant-related work.  This list is not endorsed by local authorities but is 
intended to assist applicants if requested. 

My Department has previously requested that all local authorities establish contact with the 
hospitals/convalescent homes in their areas and to prioritise applications from eligible appli-
cants, whose discharge from hospital is dependent on the timely adaptation of their homes. My 
Department has also met recently with all local authorities where this practice was discussed 
and it is planned to develop this service further as a priority.

I believe that the availability from local authorities of lists of local building contractors who 
have completed grant-related work, the continued and enhanced level of contact between local 
authorities and hospitals/convalescent homes and the prioritisation of applications where dis-
charge from hospital is dependent on the timely adaptation of homes, is a meaningful response 
to the challenge faced in the situations described.

17/09/2019WRCC04700Grant Payments

17/09/2019WRCC04800658. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if there are grants available through the OPW to support the rethatching of a roof on a 
listed building; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37693/19]

17/09/2019WRCC04900683. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if grants are available through local authorities to help in the upgrading and rethatching of 
a thatched roof which is part of a listed building; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37683/19]

17/09/2019WRCC05000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 658 and 683 together.
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Under my Department’s grant scheme for the renewal or repair of a thatched roof, funding 
of up to €3,810, or two thirds of the approved cost, whichever is the lesser, may be payable in 
respect of necessary works to renew or repair the thatched roofs of private houses.  There is no 
differentiation in these grants between properties that are or aren’t ‘listed buildings’. A higher 
level of assistance of up to €5,714 is available for houses on specified offshore islands. In the 
case of medical card holders, a grant of up to €6,350, or up to 80% of the approved cost, may be 
payable in respect of private houses situated on the mainland, rising to €8,252 where the house 
is situated on a specified off-shore island.  Eligibility under the grant scheme is contingent on 
the house being occupied as a normal place of residence on completion of the approved works. 

The Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht also oversees a number of schemes 
to assist in the conservation of protected structures such as thatched cottages. These schemes 
are the Built Heritage Investment Scheme and the Historic Structures Fund. They are adminis-
tered through the local authorities and details are available on the website of the Department of 
Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht at the following link:  

https://www.chg.gov.ie/heritage/built-heritage/financial-assistance-for-architectural-heri-
tage/  , including lists of projects being funded in 2019. Details of the schemes are also available 
on the websites of individual local authorities. 

17/09/2019WRCC05100Approved Housing Bodies

17/09/2019WRCC05200659. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount of subsidies paid to approved housing bodies over the past three years to 
date; the way in which he monitors the use of subsidies issued; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [36982/19]

17/09/2019WRCC05300660. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount of management and maintenance fees paid to approved housing bodies 
over the past three years to date; the way in which he monitors the use of the fees issued; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [36983/19]

17/09/2019WRCC05400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 659 and 660 together.

Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) are making an important contribution to social housing 
delivery, as envisaged in Rebuilding Ireland. My Department operates a number of funding pro-
grammes that assist local authorities to work in partnership with AHBs to construct, purchase 
or lease new homes and make them available for social housing.

This funding is underpinned by either mortgage agreements, capital advance agreements, 
leases or Payment and Availability agreements (P&A) which set out the terms and conditions 
of the funding and the specific responsibilities the AHB has for the properties and their tenants. 

Where an AHB has purchased or constructed a property that is in their ownership, the re-
sponsibility for management and maintenance of that property is a matter for them to meet, in 
most cases, from their own income. This income is derived, in the main, from a combination of 
rent payments from the tenant and monthly payments made by the local authority to the AHB 
in accordance with a P&A agreement which is in place for each of these properties. The Agree-
ments entered into under this model can be for a long period of time, up to 30 years, which may 
place additional cyclical maintenance/life cycle costs responsibilities on the AHB. 

The main area in which specific management and maintenance fees or ongoing supports are 
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provided relate to the now closed Capital Loan & Subsidy Scheme (CLSS). The vast majority 
of CLSS funding is for the repayment of loan charges (principle and interest) to the Housing 
Finance Agency, in respect of loans advanced to the AHBs for their delivery of new social hous-
ing under the CLSS. The balance of the CLSS funding provided is in respect of a management 
and maintenance allowance for the upkeep, by the AHBs, of the CLSS funded properties, in line 
with the terms of scheme. The amounts paid under the CLSS since 2017 are as follows: 

Year Loan Charges Management and Mainte-
nance Allowance

2017 €41,620,966 €4,300,377
2018 €48,994,521 €4,213,362
2019* €39,787,388 €2,143,179
In relation to subsidies, my Department does not provide AHBs, or local authorities for 

onward payment to AHBs, with financial subsidies towards AHBs’ general operational running 
costs and administration. Funding is available to cover elements of the cost of administering 
various agreements and related outlay in the initial period of a new property becoming avail-
able for social housing under various arrangements. Specifically, there are two separate forms 
of start-up funding available to AHBs which are funded by local authorities and recouped to 
them by my Department:

- Capital start-up funding up to 1.5% of the capital cost of either the acquisition, construc-
tion or refurbishment of the homes being made available under a P&A agreement that has re-
ceived a Capital Advance Leasing Facility (CALF) loan from the local authority;

- Leasing/P&A start-up funding up to 5% of the value of the first year’s P&A payment on a 
property.

In the case of CALF start-up costs, the capital cost is verified with vouched expenditure by 
the local authority at the signing of the Capital Advance Agreement, i.e. the loan agreement, and 
the start-up claims are subsequently drawn down post-completion of the properties. As of 1 July 
2019, AHBs drawdown start-up funds from the local authorities, who certify that the funding is 
being used for the purpose intended and in line with the terms of the scheme. As the statutory 
housing authorities, local authorities are responsible for the administration of the funding and 
I am satisfied that they are managing the funding in a responsible manner. The amounts paid 
since 2017 are as follows:  

Year 1.5% Capital Cost Start-
funding paid 

5% Leasing/ P&A Start-up 
funding paid

2017 €0.9m €398,700
2018 €2.5m €513,760
2019* €1.09m €266,673
*Year to date

17/09/2019WRCC05600Water and Sewerage Schemes Status

17/09/2019WRCC05700661. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the progress made to date in relation to the introduction of a new scheme to provide funding 
supports to local authorities for the development of small sewage schemes in rural towns and 
villages; if consideration has been given to introducing a pilot scheme as part of the process to 
introduce a new scheme; when a new scheme will be operational; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [37020/19]

17/09/2019WRCC05800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
refer to the reply to Question No. 1939 of 6 September 2019. 

Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water ser-
vices planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels. Irish Water, as 
a single publically owned national water services authority, is taking a strategic, nationwide 
national utility approach to asset planning and investment, and meeting customer requirements.

Irish Water will take account of developing subsidiary programmes within its investment 
plan to assist in implementing the National Planning Framework and the National Development 
Plan, including the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies, as well as ongoing reviews of 
local authority statutory land use plans. 

I understand that Irish Water has brought forward proposals, within its investment plan 
submitted to the Commission for Regulation of Utilities as part of the next regulatory control 
period 2020-2024, for a Small Towns and Villages Growth Programme which will support a 
number of the National Policy Objectives and National Strategic Outcomes under the National 
Planning Framework. The Small Towns and Villages Growth Programme is intended to pro-
vide water and wastewater growth capacity in smaller settlements which would not otherwise 
be provided for in Irish Water’s Investment Plan. Irish Water will work with local authorities 
across the country in ensuring that investment is made where it is needed most, aligned to local 
authority core strategies. It is in that context that investment decisions in relation to individual 
projects will be made. 

Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from 
public representatives.  The team can be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or 
by telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578.

17/09/2019WRCC05900Pyrite Remediation Programme

17/09/2019WRCC06000662. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the details of the proposed pyrite and MICA scheme; the way in which it applies to af-
fected residents in County Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37026/19]

17/09/2019WRCC06100668. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the supports that will be made available to the owners of properties in which defective 
blockwork has been identified and in which the property in question is a non-principal private 
residence; if consideration has been given to providing relief from VAT and or other supports to 
owners of such properties with respect to the cost of carrying out remedial works; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37181/19]

17/09/2019WRCC06200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 662 and 668 together.

In October 2018, the Government approved in principle the development of a grant scheme 
of financial assistance to support affected homeowners in the counties of Donegal and Mayo to 
carry out the necessary remediation works to dwellings that have been damaged due to defec-
tive concrete blocks. 

In May 2019, agreement was reached with the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
to allocate €20 million to a scheme for this purpose from within the €2.4 billion housing bud-
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get for 2019.  Funding for future years will be agreed on an annual basis as part of the normal 
Estimates process.

The full terms and conditions of the scheme are being finalised, again in consultation with 
the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.  This process will take account of the engage-
ment that my Department is currently having with both Donegal and Mayo County Councils. 
In this regard, officials from my Department continue to meet with both local authority teams 
to discuss implementation arrangements for the scheme and further engagement will take place 
over the coming weeks.  

On completion of this work, it is intended to revert to Government on the matter. The aim 
will be to complete the outstanding work without delay in order to ensure that the scheme can 
get underway as early as possible.

17/09/2019WRCC06300Homeless Persons Supports

17/09/2019WRCC06400663. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if it is normal practice for his Department to fund homeless hubs in Dublin or nationally; if 
not, if his Department been requested to fund homeless hubs; if so, the person or body by which 
and the reason therefor; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37061/19]

17/09/2019WRCC06500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national framework of 
policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in addressing home-
lessness at local level.  Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of emergency accom-
modation and related services for homeless persons rests with individual housing authorities. 

Rebuilding Ireland, the Government’s Action Plan on Housing and Homelessness, includes 
the objective that hotels will only be used in limited circumstances as emergency accommo-
dation for families.  To meet this objective, housing authorities are pursuing the delivery of a 
range of additional and enhanced family-focused facilities, or family hubs, which offer a greater 
level of stability than is possible in hotel, until such time as a home can be secured. 

There are currently 28 hubs operational nationally, offering approximately 660 units of fam-
ily accommodation.  Of these hubs 22 are in Dublin, with one each in Clare, Cork, Galway, 
Kildare, Limerick and Louth.  Further facilities will become operational during the remainder 
of 2019, details of which will become available as projects are finalised by the housing authori-
ties.

Funding is provided by my Department towards capital costs associated with the develop-
ment of family hub accommodation.  In 2017 and 2018 capital payments amounting to €8.74 
million and €21.96m, respectively,  were made in respect of operational hub facilities.  The 
total capital spend for the provision of emergency accommodation, including family hub facili-
ties, was €14.2 million and €48.5 million in 2017 and 2018, respectively.  The funding to be 
provided in 2019 will be dependent on the progress made by local authorities on the develop-
ment of further family hubs over the rest of the year.  

In relation to the operational funding for the family hubs, my Department provides funding 
to housing authorities on a regional basis towards the operational costs of homeless accommo-
dation and related services.  Under the funding arrangements, housing authorities must provide 
at least 10% of the cost of services from their own resources. Housing authorities may also incur 
additional expenditure on homeless related services outside of the funding arrangements with 
my Department.  Therefore, the exact amounts spent by housing authorities on homeless ser-
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vices, as well as the types of accommodation and the service providers engaged, are a matter for 
those authorities.  Financial reports from each of the regions, setting out expenditure on home-
less services, including family hubs, in each region in 2018, are published on my Department’s 
website at the following link: https://www.housing.gov.ie/search/sub-type/financial-report.

17/09/2019WRCC06600Home Loan Scheme

17/09/2019WRCC06700664. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if local authorities are taking applications under the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [37122/19]

17/09/2019WRCC06800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Local Authorities continue to accept applications under the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan 
scheme.  

When the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan (RIHL) scheme was initially being developed, 
it was estimated that the drawdown of loans would be approximately €200 million over three 
years.  However, the RIHL proved to be more successful than initially anticipated. My officials 
began engaging with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in October 2018 when 
higher lending and drawdown volumes were beginning to materialise. I informed the Dáil on 
29 January 2019 of the scheme’s success and of the need for additional funding and indicated 
that my Department was in discussions with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
and the Department of Finance with regard to the allocation for 2019.

Following positive engagement with my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform, my Department wrote to all 31 local authorities on 15 August 2019, sanctioning an ad-
ditional €363 million in funding for the RIHL, bringing total funding to €563 million for 2018 
and 2019 combined.

17/09/2019WRCC06900Housing Assistance Payment Data

17/09/2019WRCC07000665. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of persons receiving the housing assistance payment in each municipal 
district (details supplied) in County Clare in each year since 2017, in tabular form. [37136/19]

17/09/2019WRCC07100666. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the amount paid to landlords receiving the housing assistance payment in each 
municipal district (details supplied) in County Clare in each year since 2017, in tabular form. 
[37138/19]

17/09/2019WRCC07200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 665 and 666 together.

The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) is a flexible and immediate housing support that 
is available to all eligible households throughout the State. At the end of Q2 2019, over 48,260 
active tenancies were being supported by the HAP scheme. This includes 1,344 tenancies in 
County Clare.

Limerick City and County Council provide a highly effective transactional shared service 
on behalf of all HAP local authorities. This HAP Shared Services Centre (SSC) manages all 
HAP related rental transactions for the tenant, local authority and landlord. 
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A breakdown of active HAP tenancies by year, for the municipal areas requested, is set out 
in the following table: 

Municipal Area 2017 2018 2019 (End Q2)
Ennis  580  627  629
Killaloe  155  178  177
Shannon  120  138  143
West Clare  331  367  367
The average rent paid to landlords in County Clare for the relevant years is set out in the 

following table.

Year Average landlord payment
2017  €430
2018  €459
Q2 2019  €467

A breakdown of average rent by municipal area is not available.

17/09/2019WRCC07400Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding

17/09/2019WRCC07500667. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if funding will be allocated for a group water scheme (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37153/19]

17/09/2019WRCC07600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): On 
8 February this year, I announced details of the measures being funded through my Department 
under the Multi-annual Rural Water Programme 2019-2021. Local authorities were invited to 
submit their bids for the funding of schemes or projects in their functional areas and Kerry 
County Council included the scheme referred to in its application to my Department under the 
new Programme.

An Expert Panel was put in place to support the evaluation process. In addition to providing 
an expert perspective, the Panel brings independence, openness and transparency to the bids 
evaluation process which is done on a national prioritised basis. The Expert Panel’s member-
ship includes Departmental, stakeholder and independent representation.

The Expert Panel has made recommendations to my Department on the suitability of 
schemes and projects for funding based on objective criteria which are set out in the framework 
document issued to local authorities when requesting proposals. I expect to conclude consider-
ation of the Panel’s recommendations and to make an announcement of the allocations shortly.

     Question No. 668 answered with Question No. 662.

17/09/2019WRDD00300Property Registration Authority

17/09/2019WRDD00400669. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the position with regard to the digitisation of Land Registry maps; if all maps have 
been digitised; when it is expected that the process will be complete; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [37212/19]

17/09/2019WRDD00500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Property Registration Authority (PRA) is the State organisation responsible for the regis-
tration of property transactions in Ireland. The PRAs Digital Mapping Project ran from Sep-
tember 2005 to September 2010.  This was a major transformation project involving the digi-
tisation of approximately 2.4 million land parcels, made up of approximately 15 million line 
segments. The Project is complete, with 99.9% of land parcels successfully digitally mapped 
with issues resolved. As can be expected, some residual and historical issues, which existed 
in the paper-based pre-digital system, came to light during the process. The vast bulk of such 
issues were dealt with and any outstanding issues are resolved on an ongoing basis. Such unre-
solved issues represent only 0.1% of the overall number of registered land parcels.

17/09/2019WRDD00600Wastewater Treatment

17/09/2019WRDD00700670. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if the improved funding scheme for onsite wastewater treatment systems that was an-
nounced in February 2019 is open for applications; and if circular letters have been issued to 
local authorities. [37244/19]

17/09/2019WRDD00800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Work is at an advanced stage of development of the funding scheme referred to by the Deputy.  
I expect that the process will be substantially completed shortly when the necessary regulations 
dealing with the financial assistance arrangements and related administrative matters are put in 
place.  This will enable a circular letter, terms and conditions, guidance and the application form 
to issue to local authorities shortly thereafter.

17/09/2019WRDD00900Planning Issues

17/09/2019WRDD01000671. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the obligations of local authorities in relation to keeping records of the planning per-
missions granted for quarries and their adherence to the conditions of planning granted; if each 
local authority has a record of all quarries that are not operating in accordance with planning 
guidelines or that were operational prior to the guidelines being established; if his Department 
has a role in ensuring that all registers are kept updated and that all appropriate actions to ensure 
compliance are being taken; if an audit system is in place within his Department to profile the 
performance of each county relative to these matters and the reinstatement works required in 
certain cases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37344/19]

17/09/2019WRDD01100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under section 7 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended (the 2000 Act), all 
planning authorities are required to keep a register in respect of all land within their functional 
areas. In this regard, planning authorities have to include in such registers particulars of all 
planning applications made to the authority under the 2000 Act, including quarries. The register 
also includes the decision of the authority on any application, details of any associated condi-
tions imposed, such as reinstatement works, and details of any enforcement notices and action 
taken in relation to a particular development. My Department has no role in relation to the 
maintenance of these registers. 

Under planning legislation, enforcement of planning control is a matter for the relevant 
planning authority. Planning authorities have extensive enforcement powers under Part VIII of 
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the 2000 Act to take action where the terms of a permission have not been met.  In addition, 
anyone may seek a court order under section 160 of the 2000 Act in relation to unauthorised 
development. 

Under section 30 of the 2000 Act, I am specifically precluded from exercising any power or 
control in relation to any particular case with which a planning authority or An Bord Pleanála 
is or may be concerned, including enforcement. 

In May 2013, a Ministerial Policy Directive was issued to all planning authorities under 
section 29 of the 2000 Act, reminding them of their statutory obligations under Part VIII of the 
2000 Act relating to enforcement. The Policy Directive required that planning authorities ensure 
that sufficient and appropriate human resources are made available for enforcement purposes. It 
also required planning authorities to undertake appropriate monitoring of planning enforcement 
and directed them to prioritise large-scale unauthorised development and enforcement cases. 

The Office of the Planning Regulator has powers under section 31P of the 2000 Act to con-
duct reviews of the performance by planning authorities of their respective functions and to 
oversee the delivery of effective planning services to the public by planning authorities.

17/09/2019WRDD01200Tenant Purchase Scheme

17/09/2019WRDD01300672. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if he will address a matter raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37394/19]

17/09/2019WRDD01400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme came into operation on 1 January 2016. The Hous-
ing (Sale of Local Authority Houses) Regulations 2015 (S.I. 484 of 2015) set down the terms 
and conditions of the scheme.

The operation of the Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme is a matter for the local author-
ity concerned, in line with the legislation and the 2015 Regulations. Local authorities are by 
law (Section 63(3) of the Local Government Act 2001) independent in the performance of their 
functions. As Minister, I am precluded from becoming involved in individual cases.

If a person considers that he/she has been adversely affected by a local authority’s action, 
or lack of action, which he/she considers unfair or unreasonable, they can submit a formal 
complaint to their local authority. The elected members of the local authority also exercise an 
oversight role in relation to the executive’s discharge of their functions. If a person remains 
dissatisfied with the outcome of their engagement with the local authority, it is open to them to 
make a complaint to the Ombudsman.

17/09/2019WRDD01500Legislative Programme

17/09/2019WRDD01600673. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the status of the Tailte Éireann Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37398/19]

17/09/2019WRDD01700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Valuation Office, Ordnance Survey Ireland and the Property Registration Authority are be-
ing merged into a new single organisation, Tailte Éireann, to deliver more integrated, efficient 
and effective State land, spatial data and property administration services for Ireland. From 
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January 2018 responsibility for the oversight of the three bodies, and the related merger project, 
transferred from the Department of Justice and Equality to my Department.  The administrative 
arrangements for the merger are being progressed by the three bodies working with my Depart-
ment, in parallel with work on the necessary statutory provisions. My Department is working on 
the legislation, with the Office of the Attorney General, building on the previous work undertak-
en by the Department of Justice and Equality, with a view to publication of an updated General 
Scheme of the Bill in Q4 of this year.

17/09/2019WRDD01800Housing Adaptation Grant Expenditure

17/09/2019WRDD01900674. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the estimated full year cost if the budget for housing adaptation grants for older 
people and people with a disability scheme increased by 7.5%; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37399/19]

17/09/2019WRDD02000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
2019, a total of €71.25 million is available for the Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People 
and People with a Disability Scheme, in respect of private houses. This is made up of €57 mil-
lion Exchequer funding, which is an increase of some 8% on the 2018 figure, with the balance 
of €14.25m being contributed by the local authorities.  The suite of grants include the Housing 
Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability, the Mobility Aids Grant and the Housing Aid for 
Older People. 

Increasing funding by 7.5% would cost an additional €4.27 million to the Exchequer, with 
a further €1.07 million to be contributed by the local authorities.

Further consideration will be given to increasing funding over the coming years in the con-
text of the range of housing supports and provision being made under Rebuilding Ireland and 
also considering the commitments under the Government’s Housing Options for Our Ageing 
Population - Policy Statement (Actions 4.1/4.2), which is available on my Department’s web-
site at the following link: https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/hous-
ingoptionsforanageingpopulationeng_web.pdf.

17/09/2019WRDD02100Local Authority Housing Funding

17/09/2019WRDD02200675. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount of funding contributed to Kildare County Council regarding the acquisition 
of units at a location (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37428/19]

17/09/2019WRDD02300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Kildare County Council is securing a total of 44 new social homes at the location referred to.  
Of these, 5 arise through Part V arrangements and 39 through a ‘turnkey’ arrangement with the 
developer. To date, funding of €3,139,648 has been provided by my Department in respect of 
housing units delivered to Kildare County Council at this development.

17/09/2019WRDD02400Capital Expenditure Programme

17/09/2019WRDD02500676. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the projected increase in the gross capital expenditure ceiling applying to his Department 
in 2020 over 2019; and the projects this increase has been earmarked for. [37456/19]
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17/09/2019WRDD02600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): The 
capital expenditure provision for my Department in 2020, as set out in the Mid-Year Expendi-
ture Report 2019 published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, amounts to 
€2.205 billion  - an increase of  €81m on the 2019 allocation of €2.124 billion. 

This 2020 provision does not take into account a further €13m of drawdown under the Ur-
ban Regeneration and Development Fund that was re-profiled from 2019 to 2020, without delay 
to any URDF projects, as part of the process of accommodating the additional cost pressures 
arising from the National Children’s Hospital project - this €13m adjustment to the 2020 figure 
will be reflected at Budget time. 

The capital provision for my Department in Budget 2020 will be used to advance invest-
ment across a range of programme areas within my Department’s remit, including local author-
ity housing, voluntary housing, estate regeneration, the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation 
Fund, the Serviced Sites Fund, the URDF, water and wastewater services, and fire and emer-
gency services. Details of specific allocations towards individual programmes will be finalised 
as part of the Estimates processes, as normal, and information on projects to be funded will be 
announced as part of ongoing programme management.

17/09/2019WRDD02700Building Regulations Compliance

17/09/2019WRDD02800677. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the steps he will take to ensure full compliance with the 2014 building control regula-
tions in view of recent reports in the media (details supplied) that a defective housing estate in 
County Kildare built in 2017 was not BCAR compliant; if he or his officials have had contact 
with building control staff in Kildare County Council; if moving to a fully independent inspec-
tion and enforcement regime for building control as recommended in the report Safe As Houses 
by the Oireachtas Committee on Housing, Planning and Local Government will be considered; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37497/19]

17/09/2019WRDD02900678. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if his attention has been drawn to the fact that residents at a location (details supplied) in 
County Kildare have not been issued with copies of the BCAR certificates of compliance de-
spite having requested same from Kildare County Council; and the steps he will take on behalf 
of the residents to ensure the council provides the documentation requested. [37498/19]

17/09/2019WRDD03000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 677 and 678 together.

Under the Building Control Acts 1990 to 2014, primary responsibility for compliance of 
works with the requirements of the Building Regulations rests with the owners, designers and 
builders of buildings. Enforcement of the Building Regulations is a matter for the 31 local 
building control authorities who have extensive powers of inspection and enforcement under 
the Acts and who are independent in the use of their statutory powers. 

In relation to the specific case referred to by the Deputy, my Department understands from 
the relevant local authority that their Building Control Officer is actively engaging with the 
builder and the assigned certifier to ensure the issues involved are remediated and compliance 
with the Building Regulations is achieved, as a priority. 

The Safe as Houses report referred to has been considered by my Department and while 
I can subscribe to many of the principles in the report, I believe that the established building 
control reform agenda, with its many initiatives, already provides a comprehensive roadmap for 



17 September 2019

303

embedding a culture of compliance and accountability within the construction industry and for 
strengthening the building control framework generally.

It was through the Building Control (Amendment) Regulations 2014, known within the in-
dustry as BCAR, and accompanying code of practice that the roles and responsibilities of own-
ers, designers, builders, assigned certifiers have been set out and clarified. BCAR requires the 
owner to assign competent persons to design, build, inspect and certify building works he/she 
has commissioned. They in turn, must account for their contribution through the lodgement of 
compliance documentation, inspection plans and statutory certificates.   

If and when issues arise whether pre, during or post construction, it is clear who has held the 
designated roles and who is responsible for addressing the issues. This facilitates and simplifies 
the inspection, implementation and enforcement role of the Building Control Authority. 

The building control function has been strengthened by the establishment of the National 
Building Control Office, which provides oversight, direction and support for the development, 
standardisation and implementation of building control in local authorities. The inspections 
policy has been reviewed and developed to support local authorities identify risk and make the 
most efficient and effective use of the resources available.

In addition, the Government has committed to placing the Construction Industry Register 
Ireland, or CIRI, on a statutory footing. The Government approved the draft heads of a Bill to 
place the CIRI on a statutory footing and the Bill was referred to the Joint Oireachtas Commit-
tee on Housing, Planning and Local Government for pre-legislative scrutiny.  The Committee’s 
report has since been received. The Department is currently working through the Committee’s 
recommendations and engaging with the Attorney General’s Office, with a view to achieving 
publication of the Bill in early 2020. The main objective of the legislation is to develop and 
promote a culture of competence, good practice and compliance with Building Regulations 
within the builder community. 

The building control reform agenda’s focus has primarily been on ensuring strong and effec-
tive regulation in the building control system and the construction industry and on improving 
compliance in the Building Regulations. This reduces the risk and the incidences of defective 
buildings and has provided insurance underwriters with sufficient confidence to introduce new 
latent defect type products in Ireland, despite a general retrenchment and conservatism in the 
wider insurance industry. These new insurance products are first party insurance policies which 
cover damage and non- damage (breaches of building regulations) claims, to varying degrees. 
This means that the purchaser does not have to make a claim through the builder but can submit 
a claim directly to the insurer.

Building Regulations

17/09/2019WRDD03050679. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if a latent defects redress scheme will be considered, as outlined by the report, Safe As 
Houses, by the Oireachtas Committee on Housing, Planning and Local Government and sup-
ported by an organisation to determine the extent of the latent defects problem in view of recent 
revelations in the media (details supplied) of more apartment developments with latent defects.  
[37499/19]

17/09/2019WRDD03100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government(Deputy Damien English): The Safe as Houses report has been considered by 
my Department, and while I can subscribe to many of the principles in it, I believe that the 
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building control reform agenda already well underway provides a comprehensive roadmap for 
embedding a culture of compliance and accountability within the construction industry and for 
strengthening the building control framework in this country.

The reform agenda includes:

- amendments made to the Building Control Regulations;

- the National Building Control Management Project; and

- the ongoing development of new legislation through the Building Control (Construction 
Industry Register Ireland) Bill.

Local authorities have extensive powers of inspection and enforcement under the Fire Ser-
vices Acts 1981 and 2003, the Fire Services Acts, the Housing Acts and the Planning and De-
velopment Acts. Fire services may inspect buildings in cases of defects or complaints in respect 
of fire safety.  They work with building owners to ensure that immediate risks are addressed 
and that a plan is put in place, where required, for works to bring buildings into compliance.

In relation to legacy issues generally, I acknowledge the very stressful circumstances which 
owners and residents face when defects occur in their homes.  However, in general, building 
defects are matters for resolution between the contracting parties involved, that is the hom-
eowner, the builder, the developer and/or their respective insurers, structural guarantee or war-
ranty scheme. The State has no general statutory role in resolving defects in privately owned 
buildings, including dwellings, nor does it have a budget for such matters. It is not possible for 
the State to take on responsibility/liability for all legacy issues nor would it send the right mes-
sage to the industry regarding their responsibility for compliance.

My focus will remain firmly on ensuring the full roll out of the Building Control reform 
agenda, to ensure that all those that engaged in the construction sector take their responsibili-
ties seriously and are appropriately held to account.  As part of the reform agenda, consumer 
protection will continue to be my core concern and any proposals in that regard will, of course, 
be considered.

17/09/2019WRDD03200Home Loan Scheme

17/09/2019WRDD03300680. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he will remove or increase the restriction of 175 square metres in respect of the Rebuild-
ing Ireland home loan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37530/19]

17/09/2019WRDD03400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
As with the previous local authority house purchase loan offerings, the properties that may be 
purchased with a Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan must have a gross internal floor area of 175 
square metres or less, which is equivalent to 1,884 square feet.  This property size limit more 
than adequately provides, in terms of property size, for the range of accommodation needs of 
first time buyers and I have no plans, at this time, to revisit this provision.

17/09/2019WRDD03500Fire Service

17/09/2019WRDD03600681. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if it is standard procedure for the Fire Service to no longer be called to road traffic ac-
cidents (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37536/19]
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17/09/2019WRDD03700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The provision of fire services is a statutory function of fire authori-
ties under the provisions of the Fire Services Acts 1981 and 2003. The receipt of calls from the 
public for assistance by the fire service is provided on a ‘shared service’ basis by three Regional 
Communications Centres (RCCs) at Limerick, Castlebar and Dublin.  

My Department supports fire authorities mainly through setting national policy and co-ordi-
nating its implementation; providing capital funding for fire appliances, emergency equipment 
and the construction and upgrading of fire stations; centralised training programmes and co-
ordination of the development of guidance on operational and other fire service related matters.  

I understand that all calls for fire service assistance are initially answered by the 999/112 
Emergency Call Answering Service (ECAS). The ECAS service asks the caller which of the 
emergency services they wish to be connected to.  Calls for the fire service are then transferred 
to one of the three RCCs. The operators in the RCC take relevant information from the caller. 
A Computer-Aided Mobilising System holds data on the Pre-Determined Attendances (PDAs) 
for each category of incident and every address in the country. 

Once alerted by the RCC, the appropriate response is then decided by the Chief Fire Officer 
of each fire service, having regard to national policy, including the PDAs. Where appropri-
ate, the nearest available fire brigade resources and appliances will attend. PDAs are reviewed 
periodically, but there has been no recent policy change in relation to the mobilisation of fire 
services to road traffic accidents (RTA).  

Fire service mobilisation can also occur on foot of requests from the other emergency ser-
vices attending an incident. In this regard, I understand that it would not be routine for the 
Ambulance Service or Gardaí to mobilise Fire Services to a road traffic accident (RTA) unless 
extrication of casualties from a vehicle wreckage was required or there was a significant oil 
spill on the road. It is estimated that fire services attendance is requested at approximately 10% 
of RTAs. 

17/09/2019WRDD03800Housing Assistance Payment Data

17/09/2019WRDD03900682. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 1930 to 1933, inclusive, of 6 September 
2019, the number of exits from HAP per category indicated in the reply; the number of these 
exits which were into long-term local authority or voluntary housing agency vacancies; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [37671/19]

17/09/2019WRDD04000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) supported tenancies are agreed between the landlord and 
the tenant. It is important to note that the local authority is not a party to the tenancy and has 
no role in its agreement. There is no limitation placed by the scheme on the length of tenancy 
that can be supported by  HAP. However, as with other private rental tenancies, the Residential 
Tenancies Act 2004 (as amended) governs the relationship between landlord and tenant and the 
length of the tenancy is a matter that must be agreed between the landlord and tenant in that 
context. 

At the end of Q2 2019, a total of 14,478 households were reported on the HAP Shared Ser-
vices Centre system as having exited HAP. This included tenant led exits; compliance exits; 
transfers to other forms of social housing; and landlord exits. This report is based on cessations 
as submitted by local authorities. Reasons for these cessations are typically provided by the 
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tenant and/or landlord. 

The following table details the total number of closed/exit tenancies at the end of Q2 2019.

Category Number of tenancies
Tenant led exits 4,977
Compliance exits 2,020
Transfers to other forms of social housing 3,304
Landlord exits 4,177
Total 14,478
In cases where a HAP supported tenancy ends, the tenant can find alternative accommo-

dation and retain their eligibility for HAP support or the local authority may decide to offer 
another form of social housing support to the tenant in accordance with their scheme of letting 
priorities.  

I continue to keep the operation of HAP under review and I consider it to be a key vehicle 
for meeting current housing need and fulfilling the ambitious programme set out in Rebuilding 
Ireland.

  Question No. 683 answered with Question No. 658.

17/09/2019WRDD04200Social and Affordable Housing

17/09/2019WRDD04300684. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the extent to which the impact of a sizeable capital expenditure on the building of local 
authority houses is required nationally including affordable houses for sale to eligible families 
as opposed to the various modes of assistance available through rent support, HAP or other 
interim measures which have an annual impact as opposed to a once off capital investment; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [37728/19]

17/09/2019WRDD04400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Over the course of the 6-year Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan, the Government is committed to 
meeting the housing needs of over 138,000 households. This will be achieved through blended 
delivery, involving increasing the social housing stock by over 50,000 homes, through build, 
acquisition and leasing programmes, and supporting some 88,000 further households through 
the Housing Assistance Payment and the Rental Accommodation Scheme.

During the period 2016-2018, the housing needs of some 91,000 households were supported 
under current programmes, including the HAP and RAS schemes. This figure includes continu-
ing to provide support to those already in homes supported under the programmes concerned, 
and also the additional tenancies established during that period. If the funding provided for 
these 91,000 households had been transferred to capital expenditure, to support building or buy-
ing homes, it would have secured some 5,500 homes, leaving no resources available to support 
the other 85,500 households. Almost €20 billion would be required to provide a new build local 
authority home for those 91,000 households. 

In 2019, a further 22,388 households will benefit through these current funded housing 
delivery schemes, meaning that with the 2019 budget provision of €712 million across the 3 
schemes, a total of €1.88 billion, over the 4 years 2016 to 2019, will have ensured that up to 
112,000 families and individuals will have had their housing need met.

In addition, the provision of affordable housing, either to buy or rent, is being facilitated by 
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the €310 million Serviced Sites Fund (SSF) that runs from 2019 to 2021. The fund is to provide 
facilitating infrastructure on local authority sites so that more affordable discounted homes can 
be delivered.  I envisage a maximum amount of SSF funding of €50,000 per home and, on this 
basis, at least 6,200 affordable homes can be provided. 

Two calls have been made under the Serviced Sites Fund to date, and approval in principle 
has been granted for funding of approximately €127 million, to support almost 3,200 homes.  
While more focused on urban areas, and building at scale on local authority sites, the fund re-
mains in place for the provision of housing in all locations where there is a proven affordability 
challenge.  It is anticipated that further calls under the Serviced Sites Fund will be made in due 
course.

It should be noted that in addition to these new homes being made available at a significant 
discount on market norms, households have also been supported through other key Government 
affordability initiatives.  These include, for example, the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan and the 
Help to Buy Scheme, which have helped address the housing needs of some 15,000 households.

I am confident that the actions, targets and resources available under Rebuilding Ireland 
provide a strong platform for meeting the range of housing needs that exist nationally.

17/09/2019WRDD04500Local Authority Housing Data

17/09/2019WRDD04600685. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of local authority housing developments of accommodation under 
construction by local authority area, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37729/19]

17/09/2019WRDD04700689. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of direct build local authority houses likely to become available, by county, 
in the coming year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37733/19]

17/09/2019WRDD04800690. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of likely local authority housing starts that can possibly take place in the 
next six months by county but with particular reference to those counties immediately adjacent 
to Dublin which are already heavily overburdened with applicants; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37734/19]

17/09/2019WRDD04900692. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of local authority houses commenced and-or built by each local authority 
in 2019; the way in which the number related to the number of eligible persons on a waiting 
list of the local authorities in question; the extent to which the number will be increased in the 
future; the extent to which it is expected to reduce the number on the waiting lists in each local 
authority; his plans for an accelerated building programme to deal with the situation; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [37736/19]

17/09/2019WRDD05000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 685, 689, 690 and 692 together.

All local authorities are being funded to significantly increase their delivery of social hous-
ing as part of Rebuilding Ireland and a strong social housing construction pipeline is already in 
place for local authorities and approved housing bodies.

A detailed breakdown of the construction programme of new social housing build is set out 
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in the Social Housing Construction Status Report which is updated and published on a quarterly 
basis. The report covering the period up to end Quarter 1 of 2019 is available on the Rebuilding 
Ireland website at the following link: http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-pub-
lishes-social-housing-construction-status-report-for-q1-2019/ and provides project details of 
the social housing construction pipeline in place at that time for all local authorities, including 
the counties adjacent to Dublin and including new build projects contracted by local authorities 
and those by approved housing bodies. The Quarter 2 report will be published shortly.

The Quarter 1 report reflected an increase in the scale of the social housing build pro-
gramme, with 1,416 schemes (or phases of schemes) in place, for the delivery of 20,324 homes. 
Of this total, 6,740 units have already been delivered under Rebuilding Ireland up to Quarter 1 
of 2019, while almost 5,600 additional new homes were on site and under construction.  Almost 
2,200   were at the final pre-construction stage and the remainder were progressing through the 
various stages of planning, design and procurement. It will be these schemes that will form the 
bulk of the housing starts and delivery over the next 6 months and beyond, although further 
projects will continue to be added to the pipeline on an ongoing basis.  

The timing, delivery and tenanting of schemes is a matter in the first place for each local 
authority. I am pleased to see the progress being made on projects building on what has been al-
ready delivered, but I am keen that all local authorities further accelerate their programmes and 
I have assured them that the necessary funding is available to support their work in this regard.

National social housing delivery targets have been set under Rebuilding Ireland out to 2021 
and are publicly available on a local authority basis, on the Rebuilding Ireland website at the 
following link:  http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/social-housing-targets-2019/.  Progress against 
these targets is tracked on a quarterly basis and details of this are published on my Department’s 
website at https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-so-
cial-housing-provision.

The social housing delivery targets set for each local authority are in proportion to their 
waiting lists.  Accordingly, as progress is made by each authority against their delivery targets, 
this will proportionally benefit those on individual waiting lists.  The most recently available 
Summary of Social Housing Assessments relates to 2018 and, at national level, the number of 
households on the waiting list had decreased by 13,941 (-16.2%), compared to the previous as-
sessment in June 2017, with 29 of the 31 local authorities reporting a decrease.

17/09/2019WRDD05100Local Authority Housing Applications Data

17/09/2019WRDD05200686. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of new housing applicants registered with the various local authorities 
throughout the country in each of the past three years to date; the number housed by the local 
authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37730/19]

17/09/2019WRDD05300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Details on the number of households qualified for social housing support in each local authority 
area are set out in the statutory Summary of Social Housing Assessments (SSHA).  Since 2016, 
the summary process has been carried out on an annual basis.

The most recent available summary, which was carried out in 2018, details the number of 
households on all local authority waiting lists as at 11 June 2018 and can be found on my De-
partment’s website at the following link:

https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/summary_of_social_hous-
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ing_assessments_2018_-_key_findings.pdf.

It should be noted that the SSHA is a point in time snapshot of the demand for social housing 
support in each local authority area and does not necessarily reflect the dynamic nature of entry 
to and exit from the housing waiting lists.

My Department is currently working with the Housing Agency on the 2019 summary and 
is examining the data sets currently collected and any potential new data sets that might be col-
lected in the context of future summaries.

The allocation of social housing support is a matter for each individual local authority in 
accordance with the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, and associated regulations. 
Section 22 of the 2009 Act requires all local authorities, as a reserved function, to make an al-
location scheme determining the order of priority to be accorded in the allocation of dwellings 
to households qualified for social housing support and to households approved for a transfer, 
the allocation of which would, in the opinion of the authority, meet the accommodation needs 
and requirements of the households.

My Department does not hold information on allocations of the specific type requested by 
the Deputy.

17/09/2019WRDD05400Home Loan Scheme

17/09/2019WRDD05500687. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of persons that have made an application for Rebuilding Ireland loans; 
the number granted, refused and pending, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37731/19]

17/09/2019WRDD05600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Housing Agency provides a central support service which assesses applications for the Re-
building Ireland Home Loan on behalf of local authorities and makes recommendations to the 
authorities to approve or refuse applications.

I have asked the Agency to compile figures on the numbers of applications that it has as-
sessed, recommended to approve and recommended to decline since the scheme began.  To 
the end of August 2019, the Housing Agency had assessed 4,900 applications.  Of these, it had 
recommended 2,490 for approval and 2,410 to be declined.

My Department does not routinely collate data on the number of applications pending.

17/09/2019WRDD05700Home Loan Scheme

17/09/2019WRDD05800688. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the extent to which Rebuilding Ireland loans are available, now and in the future; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [37732/19]

17/09/2019WRDD05900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan scheme remains fully operational and all local authorities 
are continuing to accept and process applications under scheme.  

When the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan (RIHL) scheme was initially being developed, 
it was estimated that the drawdown of loans would be approximately €200 million over three 
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years.  However, the RIHL proved to be more successful than initially anticipated. My officials 
began engaging with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in October 2018 when 
higher lending and drawdown volumes were beginning to materialise. I informed the Dáil on 
29 January 2019 of the scheme’s success and of the need for additional funding and indicated 
that my Department was in discussions with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
and the Department of Finance with regard to the allocation for 2019. 

Following positive engagement with my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform, my Department wrote to all 31 local authorities on 15 August 2019, sanctioning an ad-
ditional €363 million in funding for the RIHL, bringing total funding to €563 million for 2018 
and 2019 combined.

  Questions Nos. 689 and 690 answered with Question No. 685.

17/09/2019WRDD06200Housing Issues

17/09/2019WRDD06300691. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the steps he can take to enable first-time or family home buyers to be in a better 
position to compete with investors in the purchase of their homes; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37735/19]

17/09/2019WRDD06400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The key to resolving current issues, including affordable housing, in the housing market is in-
creasing supply.  This is why the Government is committed to increasing the supply of all types 
of housing including social, affordable and private. Institutional investors represent one aspect 
of the housing market and have a role to play in increasing overall supply. Whilst the role of in-
stitutional investors has grown, particularly in the urban apartment market segment, it remains 
relatively minor in terms of the overall residential sector as a whole.  

In overall terms, the key elements of the Government’s approach to addressing the issues 
in our housing sector are set out in the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Home-
lessness, and Project Ireland 2040, which set out a comprehensive set of measures designed to 
restore the housing market to a sustainable equilibrium. 

A generally accepted convention is that housing is deemed affordable where households, 
particularly low or moderate income households, are paying not much more than one third of 
their disposable income in meeting their accommodation needs. In order to support households 
that have difficulty in accessing affordable housing, a multi-stranded, targeted approach is being 
pursued in the areas of the country most affected. The measures are targeted at low to middle 
income households. 

Some of the actions taken by Government include the trebling, to €310 million, the fund-
ing available for key facilitating infrastructure on local authority sites.  This fund supports the 
provision of homes to purchase or rent, under the Serviced Sites Fund (SSF).  This fund will 
facilitate the development of c. 6,200 homes that will be made available to purchasers or renters 
at rates which have significant discounts on market prices. To date, funding of €127 million has 
been allocated in support of 35 projects in 13 local authority areas. This funding will support 
the delivery of almost 3,200 homes for purchase.  Under the provisions of Part 5 of the Housing 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, the homes that will be made available for purchase will 
be targeted at first time buyers. 

Government is also committed to rolling out a new Cost Rental model. Under Cost Rent-
al, rents cover the cost of delivering, managing, and maintaining the homes only.  I recently 
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launched a development in Enniskerry Road, Dublin which is one of two ‘pathfinder’ pilot 
projects for Cost Rental (along with the St. Michael’s Estate site in Inchicore). Enniskerry Road 
will see the first units delivered with homes due to be completed for tenants in 2021. Tenants 
will pay €1,200 per month to live in the two bedroom apartments. With the resulting rents sig-
nificantly below market levels, this will provide households on moderate incomes with access 
to a more affordable and stable form of rental tenure than would otherwise have been the case.

In terms of advancing the Cost Rental agenda, I have convened a working group within 
my Department, in conjunction with the Land Development Agency, the Housing Agency, and 
other bodies. This group is developing the policy framework for the broader Cost Rental model, 
to provide for a sustainable financing structure and to allow us commence delivery of units at 
the scale. Their work is being assisted by a research project that is being undertaken by the Eu-
ropean Investment Bank on our behalf.

The new Land Development Agency will also contribute significantly to the delivery of af-
fordable housing and has access to a tranche of State lands, which it is estimated could provide 
up to 10,000 homes.  This would include 40% of the delivery being for social and affordable 
homes to purchase or rent.

These initiatives complement other Government actions which help first-time buyers to buy 
a home, such as the Help to Buy Scheme and the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan. While the 
State is playing its part in facilitating the additional supply of affordable housing, institutional 
investors also have a role to play in a more sustainable, long-term property system by providing 
much needed rental accommodation.  However, as Rebuilding Ireland makes clear, professional 
landlord investment can only be one aspect of a multi-pronged response to addressing current 
issues in the housing market.

  Question No. 692 answered with Question No. 685.

17/09/2019WRDD06600Homelessness Strategy

17/09/2019WRDD06700693. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the degree to which he and his Department are in a position to monitor the number 
of families or persons becoming homeless or at risk thereof in all areas across the country; the 
specific measures he plans to deal with this problem; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37737/19]

17/09/2019WRDD06800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department publishes a monthly report on homelessness. The monthly report is based on data 
provided by housing authorities and produced through the Pathway Accommodation & Support 
System (PASS).  The most recently published report, in respect of July 2019, shows that there 
were a total of 10,275 individuals in emergency accommodation, including 6,497 adults and 
3,778 dependants (including 1,721 families).

Supporting individuals and families experiencing or at risk of homelessness is a priority for 
the Government and for my Department in particular. Rebuilding Ireland, the Government’s 
Action Plan on Housing and Homelessness, includes a range of measures that are designed to 
address homelessness. In 2019, the Government increased the budget available to local authori-
ties to deliver homeless services by over 25% to €146m. This funding supports the delivery of 
services to prevent families having to enter emergency accommodation and to ensure that those 
families in emergency accommodation are supported to identify and secure an independent 
tenancy within the shortest possible timeframe.   
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Rebuilding Ireland is delivering results in supporting exits from homelessness. In 2018, 
5,135 adults and their associated dependants exited homelessness into independent tenancies, 
an increase of over 8% on 2017.  In the first six months of 2019 2,825 adults and their depen-
dants exited homelessness, which was a 21% increase on the numbers recorded during the cor-
responding period in 2018. 

I and my Department will continue to work proactively in partnership with local authorities 
and other stakeholders to ensure that homelessness is prevented as far as possible and to ensure 
that sustainable housing supports are provided for those individuals and families who are expe-
riencing homelessness.

17/09/2019WREE00200National Parks and Wildlife Service Expenditure

17/09/2019WREE00300694. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans to ensure that €10 million is allocated for the reopening of the NPWS farm plan scheme 
for farmers with natura land in budget 2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[37103/19]

17/09/2019WREE00400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment has met frequently with farmers’ organisations and I am fully aware of their proposals 
with respect to Budget 2020.  The matter is receiving close attention and will be discussed in the 
normal Estimates process and considered in the context of existing commitments, the overall 
resources available to the Government and the demands on those resources.

17/09/2019WREE00500National Parks and Wildlife Service

17/09/2019WREE00600695. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
status of the compensation package to landowners under the farm plan scheme which was 
previously administered by the National Parks and Wildlife Service; when the scheme will be 
reinstated; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [36988/19]

17/09/2019WREE00700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Farm Plan Scheme, administered by my Department’s National Parks and Wildlife Service, 
is an important instrument that allows for proactive engagement with farmers in designated 
sites, to trial and deliver bespoke measures that support biodiversity. Plans delivered through 
the Scheme have been used to inform the development of national Agri-Environment Schemes 
under the Rural Development Programme, co-financed under the Common Agricultural Policy. 

The NPWS Farm Plan Scheme will continue to operate at an appropriate scale to pilot new 
and innovative approaches for farmland biodiversity. 

My Department has met frequently with farmers’ organisations and I am fully aware of their 
proposals with respect to an expansion of the NPWS Farm Plan Scheme. The matter is receiv-
ing close attention and will be discussed in the normal Estimates process and considered in the 
context of existing commitments, the overall resources available to the Government and the 
demands on those resources.

In addition, officials of my Department continue to liaise with the Department of Agricul-
ture, Food and the Marine in relation to the development of the CAP Strategic Plan, which will 
also have a significant role to play in the delivery of measures for farmland biodiversity in the 
next operating period.  
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17/09/2019WREE00800Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Payments

17/09/2019WREE00900696. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the reason for the ongoing delays in issuing arrears to a person (details supplied) under the 
turf cutting compensation scheme in view of the fact they were informed the assessment was 
completed and successful and that payments would be backdated to 2011; if the matter will be 
expedited; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37009/19]

17/09/2019WREE01000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): An ap-
plication for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme has been 
received by my Department from the individual referred to in the Deputy’s question.  With re-
spect to 53 raised bog special areas of conservation sites, the qualifying criteria for the scheme 
are that:

- The applicant must have had a legal interest (ownership or a turbary right (right to cut 
turf)) in one of these sites on 25 May 2010 and must have had the right to cut and remove turf 
from the property on that date; 

- The applicant must have been cutting turf on the land in question during the relevant five 
year period (up to 25 May 2010 in respect of the 29 raised bog special areas of conservation 
nominated for designation between 1997 and 1999 and up to 31 December 2011 in respect of 
the 24 raised bog special areas of conservation nominated for designation in 2002);

- The turf resource on the site has not been exhausted; and

- No turf cutting or associated activity is ongoing on the property.

Following processing of the application and various correspondence with the applicant and 
the Deputy, an annual payment under the scheme issued for the year 2019. 

Applicants are advised, when payments issue, that my Department continues to check that 
all of the qualifying criteria of the scheme have been met and further payments are subject to 
verification by my Department of the relevant details.

On further examination of the application, it was established that additional information 
was required. The majority of the requested information and documentation has recently been 
received. However, further information is awaited from Bord na Móna. Once this information 
is received, my Department will review the application, in view of the qualifying criteria for 
the scheme.

17/09/2019WREE01100Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Data

17/09/2019WREE01200697. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the number of applicants, and the amount in arrears still outstanding, by county, under the turf 
cutting compensation scheme in each of the years 2011 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular 
form; the reason for the ongoing delays in issuing payments; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [37032/19]

17/09/2019WREE01300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The ces-
sation of turf cutting compensation scheme was established in 2011 for active turf cutters arising 
from the cessation of turf cutting on 53 raised bog special areas of conservation. This scheme is 
comprised of a payment of €1,500 per annum, index-linked, for 15 years, or relocation, where 
feasible, to a non-designated bog, together with a once-off incentive payment of €500. In 2014, 
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the scheme was extended to active turf cutters from 36 raised bog natural heritage areas. The 
qualifying criteria of the scheme are that:

- The applicant must have had a legal interest (ownership or a turbary right (right to cut 
turf)) in one of these sites on 25 May 2010 and must have had the right to cut and remove turf 
from the property on that date;

- The applicant must have been cutting turf on the land in question during the relevant five 
year period (up to 25 May 2010 in respect of the 29 raised bog special areas of conservation 
nominated for designation between 1997 and 1999, up to 31 December 2011 in respect of the 24 
raised bog special areas of conservation nominated for designation in 2002 and up to 14 January 
2014 in respect of the 36 raised bog natural heritage areas);

- The turf resource on the site has not been exhausted; and

- No turf cutting or associated activity is ongoing on the property.

The scheme is still open to applicants and new applications are received on an ongoing 
basis.

Under the scheme, annual payments are made to qualifying applicants, who apply in years 
later than the start date, for previous years as well as for the current year. In addition, it takes 
time for some applicants to demonstrate that they fulfil the qualifying criteria of the scheme and 
such applicants also receive annual payments for previous years of the scheme as well as for 
the current year. 

My Department is prioritising the payment of annual payments under the scheme for 2019. 
The position in relation to payments for previous years will be reviewed subsequently.

Estimated Annual Payments for years prior to 2019 due under the scheme amount to 
€441,524 in respect of 60 qualifying applicants. A breakdown of this information by county[1] 
is set out in the following table.

County Amount of annual payments 
for previous years 

No. of qualifying applicants 

Galway  €             236,540 28 
Galway/Mayo  €              15,165 2 
Galway/Roscommon  €              13,689 2 
Kerry  €              10,623 1 
Meath  €                6,084 1 
Offaly  €              18,207 3 
Roscommon  €              18,207 4 
Roscommon/Longford/
Westmeath 

 €              65,259 7 

Tipperary  €              15,210 5 
Westmeath  €              42,540 7 
Total  €           441,524 60 
Subject to compliance, checking and verification, the intention is that these monies will be 

paid before year end.

[1] Some bogs span a number of counties.
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17/09/2019WREE01400EU Regulations

17/09/2019WREE01500698. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
status of the regulation to ban lead shot; the details of the proposed regulation; the changes or 
amendments being considered with regard to same; and the date the regulations will be en-
forced. [37187/19]

17/09/2019WREE01600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Agreement on the Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds (AEWA) was de-
veloped under the UN Convention on Migratory Species.  Ireland signed up to the Agreement 
in 2003.  The agreement includes a commitment that “Parties shall endeavour to phase out the 
use of lead shot for hunting in wetlands as soon as possible in accordance with self-imposed 
and published timetables.”  My Department’s position is to support the AEWA commitment to 
phase out the use of lead shot over wetlands.  

The European Commission has published an initial draft Regulation for consideration by 
Member States on the use of lead shot in wetlands following a report on the matter by the Eu-
ropean Chemicals Agency (ECHA).  

It is my understanding that the proposed regulation, should it ultimately progress into law, 
would make provision for a lead-in time to facilitate the making of arrangements to source al-
ternatives to lead shot. The matter is discussed by the REACH committee of the EU and Ireland 
is represented at that committee by the Health and Safety Authority. 

It is my Department’s understanding that the majority of EU Member States currently have 
some restrictions on the use of lead shot over wetlands and that Ireland is one of a few Member 
States which have no such restrictions.  In the circumstances, my Department is advocating a 
sufficient lead-in time.  It is my understanding that no date has been set for finalisation of work 
on this Regulation.

17/09/2019WREE01700Departmental Staff Data

17/09/2019WREE01800699. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the grades in which males and females are employed in her Department and the agencies 
under the remit of her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [37397/19]

17/09/2019WREE01900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
grades in which males and females are employed in my Department and the Agencies under the 
remit of my Department are available at the following link: 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-09-17_pq699-17-9-19_en.docx”>Grades and Gender in Dept and Agencies</a>]

17/09/2019WREE02000Agriculture Scheme Penalties

17/09/2019WREE02100700. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
her views in relation to a payment for a person (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37586/19]

17/09/2019WREE02200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment cooperates with the Department in question in an advisory capacity in relation to vari-
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ous payment schemes operated by it, and to measures to assist with conservation and preserva-
tion of the habitats and species. In 2016, my Department submitted a cross compliance report to 
that Department in relation to works carried out on the lands referred to in the question. 

Questions relating to the status of those payments are a matter for  that Department.

17/09/2019WREE02300Architectural Heritage

17/09/2019WREE02400701. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
planning implications, limitations and requirements in relation to a building structure which 
is not a protected structure under the record of protected structures, but in which the structure 
is contained in the records of the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage only; the plan-
ning regulations in the case of such a structure; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[37610/19]

17/09/2019WREE02500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My 
functions as Minister with regard to the protection of our architectural heritage are set out in 
the Planning and Development Acts, as are the responsibilities of local authorities and owners. 
Part IV of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, gives primary responsibility 
to planning authorities to identify and protect the architectural heritage by including particular 
structures on the Record of Protected Structures (RPS).   

With regard to procedures for identifying architectural heritage, the National Inventory of 
Architectural Heritage (NIAH) was established by the Architectural Heritage (National Inven-
tory) and Historic Monuments (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1999. Its purpose is to identify, 
record, and evaluate the post-1700 architectural heritage of Ireland as an aid in its protection.  

As Minister, I can make recommendations to planning authorities for buildings and struc-
tures to be included on the Record of Protected Structures and these recommendations arise 
from the survey of the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH). Inclusion on the 
RPS places a duty of care on the owners and occupiers of protected structures and also gives 
planning authorities powers to deal with development proposals affecting them and to seek to 
safeguard their future. However, the final decision as to inclusion of a building or structure on 
the RPS remains a reserved function of the relevant planning authority.  

The inclusion of a structure in the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) 
Building Survey does not confer protected status on that structure.  A structure is protected only 
when it is included on the Record of Protected Structures (RPS) in the Development Plan or 
when it is included within an Architectural Conservation Area (ACA) where specific objectives 
and policies may apply.

 Any owner of a structure included in the NIAH Building Survey who may wish to carry 
out works to that structure should, in the first instance, contact the Architectural Conservation 
Officer (ACO) or equivalent planning official  in their Local Authority to confirm the status of 
the structure.  The ACO should be able to advise if the elected members have considered the 
Ministerial Recommendation or if a decision is pending.  The ACO will also be able to provide 
advice on what, if any implications this may have in the context of proposed works.

17/09/2019WREE02600Built Heritage Investment Scheme Funding

17/09/2019WREE02700702. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
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there is funding available to refurbish a boat (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [37622/19]

17/09/2019WREE02800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment operates heritage grant schemes to assist in the conservation of protected structures. 
These schemes are the Built Heritage Investment Scheme and the Historic Structures Fund, 
they are administered through the local authorities and details are available on my Department’s 
website and on the website of individual local authorities. As these schemes are for protected 
built heritage structures I must inform the Deputy that the type of project referred to would not 
be eligible.  

I am advised that the Department of Community and Rural Development may have fund-
ing available through its Department’s LEADER 2014 – 2020 Programme.  I am informed that 
the decision to approve a project, or otherwise, is a matter for the Local Action Group (LAG) 
which administers the programme in each LEADER area.  Interested applicants should, in the 
first instance, contact the relevant LAG through its Implementing Partner to discuss the funding 
that may be available. The LAG in this instance is Kerry LCDC and its Implementing Partner 
for the area of Kerry referred to by the Deputy is South Kerry Development Partnership Ltd.

Contact details for South Kerry Development Partnership can be found on their website at 
http://www.southkerry.ie/find-us/.

17/09/2019WREE02900Oireachtas Joint Committee Recommendations

17/09/2019WREE03000703. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the way in which she plans to implement the recommendation regarding assigning overall re-
sponsibility for peatland conservation and restoration programmes in chapter 8, page 75 of the 
report of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Climate Action (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [37715/19]

17/09/2019WREE03100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Na-
tional Peatlands Strategy 2015 sets out a cross-governmental approach to managing issues that 
relate to peatlands, including compliance with EU environmental law, climate change, forestry, 
flood control, energy, nature conservation, planning, and agriculture. It contains a comprehen-
sive set of actions for implementation by various bodies.

The Peatland Strategy Implementation Group is a cross Departmental group which shares 
an independent chair with the Peatlands Council. The key purpose of the group is to drive the 
implementation of the vision, values and principles set out in the strategy. The group has made 
its first progress report to the Government on the implementation of the National Peatlands 
Strategy. This report has been published and is available on the website of my Department 
(www.chg.gov.ie).

The Peatlands Council was established for the purpose of ensuring the input from all stake-
holders in relation to the protection of Ireland’s protected raised bogs.  

The Government’s Climate Action Plan 2019 (To Tackle Climate Breakdown) contains a 
series of actions in relation to the better management of peatlands and soils. The Plan is be-
ing overseen by a Climate Action Delivery Board within the Department of the Taoiseach, on 
which my Department is represented. 


