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Questions Nos. 1 to 5, inclusive, answered orally.

Better Energy Homes Scheme

04/07/2019WRA005006. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment his views on a report (details supplied) that nearly 2 million homes need to be refitted; 
and his plans to fund and target these homes as part of the Climate Action Plan 2019. [28584/19]

04/07/2019WRA00600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I welcome the publication of the Engineers Ireland review of housing and infrastruc-
ture in Ireland. This report includes recommendations on a range of issues related to the hous-
ing stock, including the development and implementation of a national renovation strategy.

As noted in the Report, the recently published Climate Action Plan sets a target of retrofit-
ting 500,000 houses to BER B2, cost optimal equivalent or carbon equivalent by 2030. This 
will help us to meet our 2030 targets for emissions reductions. Achieving our 2050 targets will 
require a further step up and many more houses will have to be retrofitted in the decades to 
come. 

Project Ireland 2040 has provided €3bn for the period to 2027 to support the achievement of 
the 2030 target. While this is clearly a substantial amount of Government financial support, Ex-
chequer funding alone will not be enough to meet the level of activity required. In this regard, 
the Plan commits to providing easier access to tailored finance for residential energy efficiency 
investment in addition to optimising Government funding and grant schemes. 

The Plan also incorporates a range of other measures that will be used to achieve this target. 
This includes the development and implementation of a new delivery model that groups retro-
fits together to achieve economies of scale, leverage private finance, and ensure easy pay-back 
methods. This area-based approach will seek to capitalise on critical mass, leveraging econo-
mies of scale that will benefit both householders and the supply chain. The savings on electric-
ity bills from using less energy can help fund this, while homes will be warmer and produce 
fewer emissions.

Questions Nos. 7 to 10, inclusive, answered orally.

Climate Change Policy

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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04/07/2019WRA0080011. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the discussions he has had with regard to the proposed regional gatherings as part 
of the national dialogue on climate action; the regional gatherings undertaken or planned since 
its commencement; the events proposed for 2019 and beyond; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [22798/19]

04/07/2019WRA00900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Government established a National Dialogue on Climate Action in 2017. The 
primary objectives of the National Dialogue are to engage and empower citizens and commu-
nities to take local action, to ensure an inclusive progress of engagement and feedback, and to 
develop the capacity for individuals and communities to act and bring about the transformation 
of our society to a low carbon and climate-resilient future.

A range of initiatives are taking place under the National Dialogue, which is being delivered 
by my Department and the EPA. These include regional gatherings, a climate action and aware-
ness programme delivered by Green Schools, a special Tidy Towns Air Quality and Climate 
award, a climate lecture series delivered by the EPA, and support for the development of online 
and broadcast media content.

Two regional gatherings have taken place to date, in Athlone in June 2018 and in Tralee 
in November 2018. These were free, professionally facilitated workshop-style events, which 
sought to explore the specific challenges and opportunities involved in moving Ireland to a 
low-carbon, climate-resilient society in the regions concerned. Further details of each event, 
including a facilitator’s summary, is available on my Department’s website. I intend that fur-
ther regional gatherings take place later in 2019, with a view to ensuring an even geographical 
spread of events throughout Ireland. 

The Government’s Climate Action Plan, published last month, envisages that the National 
Dialogue on Climate Action will be further developed as a model of citizen engagement, de-
liberation and action on climate change, building on the process employed by the Citizens’ As-
sembly. In particular, the National Dialogue has potential to drive action at community level, 
through harnessing existing networks and helping to build new ones, supporting better com-
munication, and providing more focused deliberation leading to effective action. 

As part of this wider dialogue, I am separately undertaking a series of nationwide consul-
tative meetings, to explain the approach, hear views and take on ideas from members of the 
public on the implementation of the Climate Action Plan. The first of these events took place 
in University College Cork on 21 June and a second event will take place this coming Friday 
in Thurles, County Tipperary. This is a free event, which is open to members of the public, and 
details of the event have been advertised in local media. Further meetings are being planned for 
Galway, the Midlands, Dublin and Donegal before the end of July.

Warmer Homes Scheme

04/07/2019WRA0100012. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if SEAI payments to contractors will be investigated in view of information from 
a company (details supplied) that payments for contracts are not being paid for up to 12 to 16 
weeks after the job has been completed. [28583/19]

04/07/2019WRA01100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Warmer Homes Scheme provides free energy efficiency upgrades to the homes 
of people living in or at risk of energy poverty. The scheme is delivered through a panel of con-
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tractors, appointed through a competitive tendering process. There are currently 39 contractors 
on the panel.   Works that are completed must be audited and in some cases further inspected 
before SEAI can request an invoice and make a payment to the contractor. Audits are carried 
out by a managing agent on behalf of the SEAI. 

The SEAI have informed my officials that they are aware that delays in the auditing process 
are currently being experienced. This is due to:

- the increased volume of homes being completed; 

- the fact that many of these homes have had deeper measures implemented which require a 
greater depth of audit examination given the public monies involved; and 

- some capacity constraints in the managing agent that carries out the audits. 

The SEAI are working to address these delays. Steps taken to date include:

- introducing additional temporary resources to help manage the immediate issue; 

- increased monitoring and reporting on the status of homes to be audited; 

- working with the managing agent to increase their delivery speed and ensure that the 
homes that have been waiting the longest are audited first; 

- ensuring that auditing resources are balanced across all 39 contractors to ensure that no 
contractor is experiencing longer wait times than others; and 

- an increase in the frequency in which SEAI make payments to contractors has been imple-
mented.

The SEAI is aware of the importance of prompt payment consistent with ensuring public 
monies are properly expended, and ensuring wait times for contractors are to the greatest extent 
possible minimised. If the measures implemented to date do not result in the required improve-
ment in turnaround-time, further steps will be taken within the limits of the SEAI’s governance 
requirements and an affordable Service Level Agreement with the managing agent.

Offshore Exploration Licences

04/07/2019WRA0120013. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment if all rental acreage fees paid to his Department fall due to be paid at the same time; if 
not, if this depends on the date of issue of the licence; and if the fees are paid in advance for the 
coming period or retrospectively. [28536/19]

04/07/2019WRA01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Licensing Terms for Offshore Oil and Gas Exploration, Development and Pro-
duction 2007 provide that acreage rental fees in respect of petroleum authorisations are payable 
on the date of issue of an authorisation for a period of one year and thereafter on the annual 
anniversary date of the issue of that authorisation. As such acreage rental fees are paid in ad-
vance and fall due at different times of the year depending on the original date of issue of each 
authorisation.

 Question No. 14 answered orally.

Alternative Energy Projects
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04/07/2019WRA0150015. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the grants available to support the construction of solar energy farms; his plans to 
introduce further grant aid; and the terms and conditions which apply for a solar energy farm to 
supply energy to the national grid. [28458/19]

04/07/2019WRA01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): On 17 June, I launched the Climate Action Plan which includes a suite of actions to 
decarbonise the electricity sector and boost the quantity of renewable generation in order to 
meet our target of 70% of electricity demand from renewable sources by 2030.

In order to deliver on the ambition set out in the Plan, my Department is developing the 
Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS). The RESS has been designed within a com-
petitive auction-based, cost effective framework and the scheme will provide for a renewable 
electricity (RES-E) ambition of 70% by 2030. 

Technology diversity, including solar PV and offshore wind, will occur naturally as the 
scheme matures and certain intervention levers may be used within each auction round to pro-
mote certain policy objectives such as community participation, community ownership and di-
versifying the renewable energy mix. Globally, the costs of renewable technologies are falling 
rapidly with solar PV showing the most rapid decrease in prices in recent years. 

I am targeting the delivery of indicative volumes of up to 1.5 GW of grid scale solar by 
2030. Grid scale solar energy farms will be critical to diversifying the renewable technology 
mix and to deliver gains through connecting hybrid renewable technologies. 

The terms and conditions of the RESS auctions will set out the process by which all com-
peting technologies including grid scale solar farms connect and receive support for supplying 
energy to the national grid. The first RESS auction is expected to open for applications in late 
2019. In addition corporate power purchase agreements will provide a route to market for solar 
PV and will be key to meeting our 70% RES-E target.

Questions Nos. 16 to 18, inclusive, answered orally.

04/07/2019WRA01750Climate Change Adaptation Plans

04/07/2019WRA0180019. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the projected spend on carbon credits between 2021 and 2030. [28307/19]

04/07/2019WRA01900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I published the Government’s Climate Action Plan 2019 on 17 June. The plan sets 
out, for the first time, how Ireland can reach its 2030 targets to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and also put Ireland on the right trajectory towards net-zero carbon emissions by 2050.

The step-up in ambition in each of the sectors covered by the plan will require investment 
across the entire economy. Overall, through the mix of technologies and measures identified, 
the plan sets out the pathway that represents the least-cost burden to the economy as a whole. 

A significant portion of the technologies and measures set out in the plan will result also in 
net lifetime cost savings to the economy as a whole.

In terms of costs to the Exchequer and other public funding, the plan will be funded through 
Project Ireland 2040 which provides €30 billion for low carbon and sustainable mobility invest-
ments in the period to 2027.



 4 July 2019

5

Many of the actions in the plan do not require public funding. The actions contained in this 
plan fall broadly into four categories:

- public funding provided in the annual estimates process and in Project Ireland 2040 

- measures such as setting a long-term trajectory for the carbon tax, in order to change long-
term behaviour and decisions to encourage investment in more sustainable choices 

- new regulations to end certain practices (e.g. phasing out oil and gas boilers in homes or 
introducing low emission zones in cities) 

- actions to promote public and community engagement and participation in reducing our 
emissions.

For the first time, a decarbonisation target has been set for each sector. Each Government 
Department must now determine the optimum approach to utilising the funding available to it 
to support the policies necessary to meet the targets proposed for each sector. The exact costs 
will be determined from the detailed policy design work which will consist of a mix of regula-
tions, taxes, and subsidies which the Government may choose to deploy to achieve the target 
abatement range in each sector.

There would be a very significant costs to the Exchequer from not implementing any poli-
cies to achieve compliance with our 2030 targets, which would not only lock Ireland into a 
high carbon trajectory that would be unsustainable in the long-run but would require significant 
compliance costs to meet our legally binding EU targets. This could result in a cost to the Ex-
chequer of up to €1.75 billion over the next decade. Full implementation of the Climate Action 
Plan would mean that Ireland would avoid incurring such costs.

04/07/2019WRA01950Better Energy Homes Scheme

04/07/2019WRA0200020. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment the budget for SEAI grants for improvements in home energy efficiency; and his plans 
to expand the budget in 2020. [28537/19]

04/07/2019WRA02100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Government currently funds a number of schemes, administered by the SEAI, to 
assist homeowners in upgrading the energy efficiency of their properties. These include:

  - free upgrades for households in energy poverty; 

- fixed grants for a defined list of energy efficiency measures, covering approximately 30% 
of the total cost; and

- 50% grants for people who want to upgrade to an A3 rating. 

Since the year 2000, over 400,000 homes have received direct support under these schemes 
to carry out work such as installing insulation, heating controls or solar panels to heat their 
water. In 2018 alone, 21,350 households and 37 community groups received support to im-
prove the energy efficiency of their homes. This year, I have allocated €85m funding for these 
schemes.

The Government’s Climate Action Plan has set a target of 500,000 retrofits to a BER B2 
as well as the installation of 400,000 heat pumps in existing homes over the period to 2030. 
To achieve this, a new retrofitting delivery model is being developed that will group retro-
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fits together to realise economies of scale, leverage private finance, and ensure easy pay-back 
methods. The Climate Action Plan commits to publishing a plan by Q3 2020 to ensure that the 
Government grant schemes, new finance models and delivery system are effectively integrated.

Decisions in relation to funding allocations for the residential retrofit programme in 2020 
will be made in the context of:

- the ambitious programme of building energy efficiency upgrades set out in the Climate 
Action Plan;

- the annual Estimates processes; and 

- the €3.7 billion funding identified in Project Ireland 2040 to support residential energy 
efficiency upgrades and the installation of heat pumps and solar PV for the period 2018-2027.

Electricity Generation

04/07/2019WRA0220021. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will take the necessary steps to allow domestic and community groups that 
engage in microgeneration to supply the surplus electricity generated to the national grid rather 
than having to store surplus power in batteries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28531/19]

04/07/2019WRA0230026. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the progress on the development of a new micro-generation scheme to allow ho-
meowners to generate their own electricity and sell the excess back to the national grid; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28555/19]

04/07/2019WRA02400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 21 and 26 together.

The Climate Action Plan launched last month sets out Ireland’s 2030 climate ambitions 
which is consistent with a trajectory to meet net zero emissions by 2050. 

Action 30 of the Plan sets out the steps necessary and timelines for the delivery of an en-
abling framework for micro-generation. The objective is that a support payment for excess 
electricity generated on site and exported to the grid will be available to all micro-generators 
by 2021. ESB Networks and the Commission for Regulation of Utilities will assess potential 
implications for the distribution network of higher penetrations of micro-generation by the end 
of 2019. My Department will establish a working group which will set policy objectives which 
will in turn lead to the detailed design of the support scheme. 

Micro generation was also appraised as part of the economic assessment for the Renewable 
Electricity Support Scheme. The analysis identified a number of challenges that may need to 
be addressed before a support scheme for micro generation can be developed. These include 
a reform of network charges, an assessment of the distributional impact of such a policy deci-
sion on the PSO (cost burden sharing), and development of a fair tariff for exported electricity 
taking the benefits of self-consumption into account. This approach is in line with experience 
from other EU member states who have attempted to introduce supports for micro generation.

The pilot scheme launched last year and administered by the SEAI is being reviewed and 
the costs of installation being assessed. The data gathered during the pilot scheme will inform 
potential future phases of support for micro generation in Ireland that may be appropriate, as we 
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align with the ambition of the recast Renewable Energy Directive which recognises the rights, 
entitlements and obligations of renewable communities and self-consumers.

04/07/2019WRA02450Postal Services

04/07/2019WRA0250022. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his most recent interaction with An Post in relation to Brexit. [28575/19]

04/07/2019WRA02600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Government’s Contingency Action Plan, published on 19 December 2018, sets 
out comprehensive, cross-Government preparations that have been in place since even before 
the Brexit vote. The Government will publish an updated Action Plan later this month, outlining 
the work that has taken since the publication of December Action Plan, and further actions to be 
taken before the end of October.

My officials are in regular contact with An Post on Brexit and other issues. An Post has car-
ried out its own Brexit analysis and has completed detailed contingency planning for its busi-
ness for all Brexit scenarios.

National Broadband Plan

04/07/2019WRA0270023. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the options proposed by Eir will be considered for the roll-out of fibre to the 
national broadband area by means other than the draft concession agreement.  [28479/19]

04/07/2019WRA02800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I would like in the first instance to clarify that eir has made no formal proposal to 
Government to replace or supersede the National Broadband Plan.  At its appearance at the 
Joint Oireachtas Committee on Communications, Climate Action and Environment, eir’s CEO 
outlined eir’s view on the value for money of the NBP. eir’s CEO made certain observations 
with regard to eir’s own model for delivery of rural broadband, which could only be delivered 
outside of the current procurement process. My Department requested a detailed outline from 
eir setting out the assumptions made and the financial model underpinning eir’s assumptions. 
eir provided further information to my Department at close of business on Friday 28 June and 
my Department and its NBP advisers are currently analysing this information.

04/07/2019WRA02850Exploration Licences Data

04/07/2019WRA0290024. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment the applications for petroleum leases, undertakings and licences refused by his Depart-
ment since 1995 to date; and if application fees were returned to the unsuccessful applicants. 
[28534/19]

04/07/2019WRA03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Since the introduction of the Integrated Petroleum Affairs System database in 2007, 
twenty three applications for petroleum authorisations have been considered and declined. It 
has not been possible to review manual records for the period 1995 to 2006 in the timeframe 
available.  As regards these 23 applications, no refund of application fees has been made.

In general terms, it is not practice to return application fees for a petroleum authorisation 
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where the Minister is in a position to consider an application and consequently grant or refuse 
the application. 

Exploration Licences Applications

04/07/2019WRA0310025. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment when a decision will be made on outstanding applications for petroleum licences, 
leases and undertakings; and if in the event of refusal to grant a licence, it is practice to return 
application fees. [28533/19]

04/07/2019WRA0320027. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the reason one application in relation to applications for lease undertakings is out-
standing for a number of years; the reason for a such delay; and when a decision will be made. 
[28535/19]

04/07/2019WRA03300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 25 and 27 together.

Applications received for a petroleum authorisation are considered against the criteria out-
lined in article 3 of the Licensing Terms for Offshore Oil and Gas Exploration, Development 
and Production 2007. In particular, applicants must demonstrate that the work programme pro-
posed in their application will progress understanding of the petroleum prospectivity of the 
Irish Offshore and that the applicant(s) have the financial and technical capability to undertake 
the proposed work programme. It should be noted that an application may be made by a joint 
venture comprising a number of parties. In that regard the consideration of applications is a 
complex process, which as in the case of some current applications can take some time to bring 
to conclusion. 

Section 57 of the Petroleum and Other Minerals Development Act, 1960 requires the Minis-
ter to lay before the Houses of the Oireachtas every six months a report detailing all petroleum 
exploration authorisations granted during the period of the report. The last such report laid 
before the Houses of the Oireachtas was in respect of the six-month period ending 31 Decem-
ber 2018. In addition, a report on the status of all petroleum authorisations is published on a 
quarterly basis on my Department’s website. The most recent such report was published on 31 
March 2019. Applications not granted are not published. 

In the event of a decision not to grant an application for a petroleum authorisation, such 
decision having been made following due consideration of the application, it is not practice to 
refund the application fee.

Question No. 26 answered with Question No. 21.

Question No. 27 answered with Question No. 25.

04/07/2019WRA03550Climate Change Adaptation Plans

04/07/2019WRA0360028. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he has discussed climate change with his UK counterpart recently; his plans 
to bring forward legislation similar to that being proposed in the UK on achieving a net zero 
carbon target by 2050; and if there has been discussions regarding the implications of same both 
north and south. [25188/19]



 4 July 2019

9

04/07/2019WRA03700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I attended the Environment Council meeting in Luxembourg on 26 June 2019 where, 
together with my environment ministerial colleagues, including Therese Coffey, UK Parlia-
mentary Under-Secretary of State for the Environment, we discussed the EU Long Term Strat-
egy and EU ambition for carbon neutrality.  At this meeting I confirmed Ireland’s support for 
increased climate ambition and the adoption of a net zero target by 2050 at EU level, including 
in the context of the importance of the EU reaffirming its role as a global leader in relation to 
ambitious climate action, and also in view of the upcoming UN Climate Summit in September 
2019. 

I recently published the Climate Action Plan 2019 which sets out for the first time how Ire-
land will reach its 2030 targets to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and put Ireland on the right 
trajectory towards net-zero carbon emissions by 2050. 

The transition to climate neutral economy will present both challenges and opportunities, 
and require additional changes across all sectors of the economy. Under the new Climate Action 
Plan I have committed to evaluate in detail the changes that would be necessary in pursuit of 
this objective at a national level. 

Under the Plan, I have also committed to bring forward a new Climate Action (Amendment) 
Bill which will make the adoption of carbon budgets a legal requirement, require the Govern-
ment to set a decarbonisation target range for each sector over five year periods, and establish 
a 2050 target in law.

Recycling Policy

04/07/2019WRA0380029. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he will report on the Galway cash for cans initiative; the reason for its sus-
pension; when it will be reinstated; his plans to roll out the initiative nationally; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28579/19]

04/07/2019WRA03900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The ‘cash for cans’ initiative was implemented by Galway City Council and my De-
partment has no role in its operation. I understand that the initiative is currently under review by 
the Council and a report on the continuation of the scheme is due to be provided to the elected 
members of Galway City Council on 8 July.

National Broadband Plan

04/07/2019WRA0400030. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the impact the provision of high speed broadband in rural areas will have vis-à-vis 
remote working and flexible working arrangements; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28556/19]

04/07/2019WRA0410047. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the anticipated expansion of the digital economy in future years; the role which 
broadband will play in allowing Ireland, particularly in rural areas, to take full advantage of the 
opportunities of the digital economy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28557/19]

04/07/2019WRA04200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 30 and 47 together.
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The purpose of the National Broadband Plan (NBP) is to ensure that over 1.1 million of our 
citizens in rural Ireland have the same opportunity to participate in the digital society as citizens 
living in urban areas. This will bring significant benefits including in areas such as e-Health, 
e-Education, smart farming, regional development and tourism. 

The NBP aims to ensure that every home, school and business in Ireland has access to high 
speed broadband. I recently brought a recommendation to Government to confer Preferred Bid-
der status on Granahan McCourt, the remaining bidder in the NBP procurement process and 
Government agreed to this. 

The Government decision of 7 May 2019 means that it is intended to award the State Inter-
vention contract to the Preferred Bidder. This award is subject to contract close, including fi-
nalisation of financial and legal documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network 
will commence shortly after that. 

This plan will ensure that rural Ireland will have the same opportunities as urban Ireland. 
Digital participation helps small and medium businesses to compete successfully on a global 
scale, accessing more customers and enabling businesses to streamline their efficiencies to pro-
vide for cloud computing, back-up and recovery and e-commerce services. 

In addition, the provision of high speed broadband in rural Ireland is of critical importance 
in areas such as flexible and remote working. Remote or home-working is becoming an increas-
ingly prevalent employment model, including amongst overseas firms that continue to invest in 
Ireland. This area of the economy is projected to double over the next 5 years. It will also afford 
national and international employers better access to a wider catchment of skilled workers, even 
where offices and businesses are located within more rural areas.

The efficient and timely provision of a high speed broadband network across Ireland will 
also enable agricultural businesses to move into smarter farming which will increase output 
while reducing administrative costs. Smart farming can improve Ireland’s competitiveness on 
the international scale through efficiencies delivered via remote monitoring of livestock, in-
creased crop output, data driven crop and herd management and enabling quality software that 
supports efficient farm management and profitability.

The National Broadband Plan highlights the importance of remote working opportunities 
to regenerate, revitalise and re-establish regional and rural Ireland as an attractive place to live 
and work. In turn this will help bridge the rural\urban divide and create equality of employment 
opportunity across Ireland.

Renewable Energy Incentives

04/07/2019WRA0430031. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which it can be illustrated that the replacement of a specific 
amount of fossil fuel generated electricity with renewable energy can demonstrate a reduction 
in carbon emissions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28580/19]

04/07/2019WRA04400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Thirty per cent of electricity was produced from renewable sources in 2017 with a 
target of reaching 40% by 2020. While emissions from the sector were on a downward trend 
between 2005 and 2011, they have stayed relatively static since, as a result of rising demand for 
power outstripping our increased generation from renewable sources. Nevertheless in 2017 the 
use of renewables in electricity generation reduced CO2 emissions by 3.3 Mt and avoided €278 
million in fossil fuel imports. The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) estimate 
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displacement of emissions through the use of renewable energy in electricity generation in the 
Energy in Ireland 2018 report (section 3.1.4). The methodology used is detailed in the 2019 
Renewable Energy report – see appendix 2. The 2019 report is based on previous research by 
SEAI titled Quantifying Ireland’s Fuel and CO2 Emissions Savings from Renewable Electricity 
in 2012 which compare electricity generation without the use of renewables with the actual out-
come in 2012 when renewables were in use. This analysis shows real and substantial emissions 
reductions resulting from the use of renewables. 

In the recently launched Climate Action Plan, I have set out a target of reducing CO2 emis-
sions from the electricity to 4-5 Mt in 2030.

Reaching a 70% share of renewable electricity would require 50-55% emissions reduction 
by 2030 relative to pre-NDP 2030 projections, as set out in Chapter 7 of the Plan.

Climate Change Adaptation Plans

04/07/2019WRA0450032. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the status of the climate action fund; when a further call for applications will be an-
nounced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28560/19]

04/07/2019WRA04600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Climate Action Plan includes a commitment to developing the scope of a new 
call in Q3 2019 and launching a new call in Q4 2019.  Under the first call for applications seven 
projects were approved. These projects will be provided with up to €77 million in support 
which will leverage a total investment of €300 million. 

The projects span a range of sectors supporting the rollout of electric vehicle charging infra-
structure, the development of two district heating projects, the installation of energy-efficient 
public lighting, the development of renewable gas infrastructure, the installation of energy-effi-
cient hybrid-drive systems in inter-city trains, and the use of information technology to reduce 
emissions in heavy goods vehicles.

Having completed the assessment stage, the validation process on these projects is currently 
underway which includes detailed due diligence and agreement of project outputs and timelines.

04/07/2019WRA04650Waste Disposal Charges

04/07/2019WRA0470033. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when a bin waiver will be introduced for persons with incontinence and disabili-
ties; and the GDPR concerns that have been addressed since he last addressed Dáil Éireann on 
the issue. [28566/19]

04/07/2019WRA04800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Since mid-2017, a range of charging options have been operated, which encourage 
householders to reduce and separate their waste, and provides flexibility to waste collectors to 
develop various service-price offerings that suit different household circumstances. Manda-
tory per kilogramme ‘pay by weight’ charging was not introduced in 2017.  A Price Monitoring 
Group (PMG) was established in mid-2017 to monitor the on-going cost of residential waste 
collection to homeowners across Ireland as the ‘flat-rate structure’ was being phased out. While 
fluctuations in prices and service offerings have been observed, the overall trend has been 
relative price stability.  My Department has engaged with relevant stakeholders, including rep-
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resentative organisations and public bodies, in an effort to see how best to provide a financial 
support to persons with long-term incontinence with respect to the disposal of medical incon-
tinence wear. 

Notwithstanding the complex issues at play, which are understandable given the sensitive 
nature of the medical data in question, I would like assure the Deputy that I continue to be com-
mitted to addressing this issue.

Climate Change Adaptation Plans

04/07/2019WRA0490034. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when local authorities will complete their climate adaption plans; and his role in 
scrutinising such plans. [28567/19]

04/07/2019WRA05000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Ireland’s first statutory National Adaptation Framework, published in January 2018, 
sets out the context to ensure Local Authorities, regions and key sectors can assess the main 
risks and vulnerabilities of climate change, implement climate resilience actions and ensure 
climate adaptation considerations are mainstreamed into policy making.   Under the National 
Adaptation Framework, each Local Authority is required to develop a Local Adaptation Strat-
egy in line with “Local Authority Adaptation Strategy Development Guidelines,” which were 
launched by Minister of State Canney on 3 December 2018 and are available on www.dccae.
gov.ie. Local Authorities have been set a deadline for the completion of local strategies by 30 
September 2019.

In January 2018, my Department also entered into a funding commitment of €10 million 
over 5 years to establish four Climate Action Regional Offices. This recognises the significant 
obligation which has been placed on local government to develop and implement its own cli-
mate action measures - both in terms of mitigation and adaptation.

A key priority for the Climate Action Regional Offices in 2019 will be to support the Local 
Authorities within their region to develop their Local Adaptation Strategies and ensure they 
align with national adaptation policy and sectoral priorities. Work is underway across all Local 
Authorities on the preparation of Local Adaptation Strategies in line with the five-step meth-
odology set out in the Guidelines, and with a view to meeting the 30 September deadline. The 
development and approval of the strategies themselves remains the responsibility of each indi-
vidual Local Authority.

My Department is working closely with local government in supporting the adaptation 
planning process and will monitor overall progress on the development of Local Adaptation 
Strategies at Local Authority level via the National Adaptation Steering Committee, as well as 
through the implementation of the Climate Action Plan 2019.

North-South Interconnector

04/07/2019WRA0510035. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the status of the expected timeline for the development of the north-South intercon-
nector; and the expected progress of the project.  [28480/19]

04/07/2019WRA0520057. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the North-South interconnector project.  [28296/19]
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04/07/2019WRA05300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 35 and 57 together.

The North South Interconnector is critical to improving the efficient operation of the Single 
Electricity Market and increasing security of electricity supply across the island of Ireland. A 
resilient and well connected energy infrastructure is vital for Ireland’s economic wellbeing and 
the ability to respond to the future needs of energy consumers. Greater inter-connection is also 
necessary if we are to ensure 70% of electricity is renewable by 2030.

In December 2016 An Bord Pleanála granted planning permission for the project in Ireland, 
while in January 2018 full planning permission was granted for the section of the line that lies 
in Northern Ireland. Both of the planning decisions have been subject to legal proceedings in 
each jurisdiction. In Ireland a Supreme Court appeal of the planning permission was dismissed 
on 19 February 2019. 

In Northern Ireland, on 8 February 2019, the Department for Infrastructure asked the High 
Court to quash the planning permission given so the planning application can be re-determined 
under new legislation introduced by the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland in November 
2018. 

There are currently a number of on-going procurements in relation to the project being un-
dertaken and managed by ESB Networks. In June 2019 ESB Networks awarded a framework 
contract for the design, test and supply of steelwork in relation to the project. However under 
this framework there will be no supply of materials until the planning process in Northern Ire-
land is complete.

The earliest possible date for construction to commence is early 2020.

04/07/2019WRA05350National Broadband Plan

04/07/2019WRA0540036. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the progress made to date in appointing a bidder to deliver the national broadband 
scheme; when it is expected that final contracts will be signed; when the successful bidder is 
expected to give a detailed time and location schedule in relation to the roll-out of broadband 
under the scheme; when it is expected that the roll out under the scheme will commence; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [28298/19]

04/07/2019WRA05500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I recently brought a recommendation to Government to confer Preferred Bidder status 
on Granahan McCourt, the remaining bidder in the National Broadband Plan (NBP) procure-
ment process and Government agreed to this at its meeting on 7 May.  This is an important step 
towards achieving the overarching goal of the National Broadband Plan, which is to provide 
access to high speed broadband to every home, farm, school and business in Ireland, no matter 
where they are located.

The Government decision means that it is intended to award the State Intervention contract 
to National Broadband Ireland (NBI), subject to contract close, including the finalisation of 
financial and legal documents. A period of final due diligence on all elements of the contract is 
part of the normal conclusion of a procurement process. 

NBI will be supported by a number of experienced subcontractors and is currently tasked 
with finalising negotiations on contracts with approximately 40 subcontractors to assist in the 
delivery of the NBP. In order to support deployment it is anticipated that a subset of approxi-
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mately 15 to 20 of these subcontracts will be required prior to contract close. The State Aid 
notification in relation to the NBP will also be submitted to the European Commission.

It is anticipated these elements will require a number of months, with contract close ex-
pected later this year and deployment commencing shortly after that.

National Broadband Plan

04/07/2019WRA0560037. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the national broadband plan. [28568/19]

04/07/2019WRA05700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The National Broadband Plan aims to ensure that every home, school and business in 
Ireland has access to high speed broadband. This is being achieved through a combination of 
commercial investment across the country, and a State intervention in those areas where com-
mercial operators acting alone are unlikely to invest. The NBP has been a catalyst in encourag-
ing investment by the telecoms sector. In 2012, less than 700,000, or 30% of Irish premises had 
access to high speed broadband. Today, 74% of the 2.4 million premises in Ireland can access 
high speed broadband.    I recently brought a recommendation to the Government to confer 
preferred bidder status on Granahan McCourt, the remaining bidder in the NBP procurement 
process, and the Government agreed to this at its meeting on 7 May. 

This is an important step towards achieving the overarching goal of the plan, which is to 
provide access to high-speed broadband to every home, farm, school and business in Ireland, 
no matter where they are located.

The Government decision means that it is intended to award the State intervention contract 
to National Broadband Ireland, subject to contract close, including the finalisation of financial 
and legal documents. A period of final due diligence on all elements of the contract is part of the 
normal conclusion of a procurement process.

National Broadband Ireland will be supported by a number of experienced subcontractors 
and is currently tasked with finalising negotiations on contracts with approximately 40 subcon-
tractors to assist in the delivery of the NBP. It is anticipated that a subset of approximately 15 
to 20 of these subcontracts will be required prior to contract close to support deployment. The 
state aid notification relating to the NBP will also be submitted to the European Commission.

It is anticipated these elements will require a number of months, with contract close ex-
pected later this year and deployment commencing shortly after that.

National Broadband Plan Data

04/07/2019WRA0580038. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of homes in County Louth that are in the intervention area under the 
national broadband plan; when the roll-out of high speed broadband will take place; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28562/19]

04/07/2019WRA05900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The National Broadband Plan aims to ensure that every home, school and business in 
Ireland has access to high speed broadband. This is being achieved through a combination of 
commercial investment across the country, and a State intervention in those areas where com-
mercial operators acting alone are unlikely to invest. The NBP has been a catalyst in encourag-
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ing investment by the telecoms sector. In 2012, less than 700,000, or 30% of Irish premises had 
access to high speed broadband. Today, 75% of the 2.4 million premises in Ireland can access 
high speed broadband.

Since December 2015, the number of premises with access to high-speed broadband in 
Louth has increased by 6,990. In total, the number of premises in Louth with access to high 
speed broadband is now 52,098, which equates to 85% of all premises in the county. Another 
376 will be served by eir under that company’s ongoing rural deployment of high speed broad-
band, which is nearing completion.

The remaining 8,699 homes, schools and businesses in Louth will receive access to high 
speed broadband under the Government’s National Broadband Plan State intervention.

The Government decision on 7 May 2019 means that it is intended to award the State Inter-
vention contract to National Broadband Ireland, subject to contract close, including the finalisa-
tion of financial and legal documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network will 
commence shortly after that. 

The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment. A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once the 
contract is signed. 

In the first year of roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Connection 
Points (BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed 
in each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, enhancing 
online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these locations. 

The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises by the end of the second year, with 70-
100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

The National Broadband Plan investment in providing high speed broadband to Louth over 
the duration of the plan will be in the order of €30 million.

Broadband Service Provision

04/07/2019WRA0600039. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to improve broadband quality in County Meath. [28297/19]

04/07/2019WRA06100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The National Broadband Plan aims to ensure that every home, school and business in 
Ireland has access to high speed broadband. This is being achieved through a combination of 
commercial investment across the country, and a State intervention in those areas where com-
mercial operators acting alone are unlikely to invest. The NBP has been a catalyst in encourag-
ing investment by the telecoms sector. In 2012, less than 700,000, or 30% of Irish premises had 
access to high speed broadband. Today, 75% of the 2.4 million premises in Ireland can access 
high speed broadband.

Since December 2015, the number of premises with access to high-speed broadband in 
Meath has increased by 13,097. In total, the number of premises in Meath with access to high 
speed broadband is now 64,281 which equates to 74% of all premises in the county. Another 
1,741 will be served by eir under that company’s ongoing rural deployment of high speed 
broadband, which is nearing completion.
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The remaining 20,400 homes, schools and businesses in Meath will receive access to high 
speed broadband under the Government’s National Broadband Plan State intervention.

The goal of the National Broadband Plan intervention is to engage a company to build, oper-
ate and maintain the NBP State intervention network. I recently brought a recommendation to 
Government to confer Preferred Bidder status on Granahan McCourt, the remaining bidder in 
the NBP procurement process and Government agreed to this. 

The Government decision on 7 May 2019 means that it is intended to award the State Inter-
vention contract to National Broadband Ireland, subject to contract close, including the finalisa-
tion of financial and legal documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network will 
commence shortly after that. 

The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment. A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once the 
contract is signed. 

In the first year of roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Connection 
Points (BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed 
in each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, enhancing 
online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these locations. 

The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises by the end of the second year, with 70-
100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

04/07/2019WRB00150Electric Vehicles

04/07/2019WRB0020040. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when he plans to deliver a definitive timeframe for the delivery of electric 
change points to accommodate the large numbers moving from diesel and petrol to electrified 
vehicles over the next decade in view of the Climate Action Plan 2019; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28336/19]

04/07/2019WRB0030053. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans for local authorities to introduce charging points for electric vehicles on 
their properties nationally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28554/19]

04/07/2019WRB00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 40 and 53 together. 

The Climate Action Plan sets out a range of actions to support the delivery of charging in-
frastructure. These actions include developing the charging network to stay sufficiently ahead 
of demand and ensuring our regulatory regime for buildings requires the installation of electric 
vehicle charging infrastructure. 

Home charging is the most cost-effective way to charge an electric vehicle and is the pri-
mary method of charging for the majority of electric vehicles. A Government grant of up to 
€600 is available, via the SEAI, to the purchasers of new and second-hand electric vehicles to 
support the installation of home chargers.

There are currently over 650 standard public charge points and 78 fast chargers as a part of 
the ESB ecars network. In addition there are public chargers provided by local authorities, retail 
outlets and private companies. 
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Under the first call for applications from the Climate Action Fund, I approved funding of 
up to €10 million to support ESB ecars to develop a nationwide, state-of-the-art electric vehicle 
fast charging network. The project includes the installation of 90 high-power chargers each of 
which will be capable of charging two vehicles simultaneously, upgrading 50 existing standard 
chargers to fast chargers and replacing over 250 existing standard chargers with next generation 
high reliability models. This is a multi-annual project and is expected to commence this year 
and be fully completed by 2022. 

My Department is also in the process of designing a scheme to provide support to local 
authorities for the installation of on-street charge points which I expect to be in place later this 
year. 

04/07/2019WRB00450Energy Usage

04/07/2019WRB0050041. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he is monitoring the high usage of electricity at electronic data centres; 
the levels of energy required; the projected additional levels of power needed by this sector to 
2030; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28333/19]

04/07/2019WRB00600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Data centres are a key contributor to electricity demand growth in Ireland. While data 
centres have until recently accounted for less than 2% of Ireland’s total electricity demand, Eir-
Grid, in their Generation Capacity Statement 2018-2027, project that demand from data centres 
could account for 31% of all demand by 2027.  Data centres consume very large amounts of 
energy and have a flat, predictable demand profile meaning that they use the same amount of 
electricity throughout the day and night and therefore require a range of generation technolo-
gies to meet their demand. Given the quantum of electricity required to power data centres, it is 
important that renewable projects are developed to meet the demand for additional renewable 
electricity generation and the costs of this are minimised for consumers. The Government State-
ment on the role of data centres in Ireland’s Enterprise Strategy, 2018 recognises that a plan-led 
approach is needed to develop a range of measures to promote regional options for data centre 
investment, minimising the need for additional grid infrastructure.

Significant increases in volumes of generation capacity, including from renewable energy 
sources, will be required to meet Ireland’s increasing electricity demand including from data 
centres. The recently launched Climate Action Plan sets out a number of actions to ensure that 
data centres are accommodated in a sustainable manner. Corporate power purchasing of renew-
able energy by large energy users such as data centres will be critical to supplying data centre 
demand as will ensuring that large demand connections are regionally balanced to minimise 
grid reinforcements.

04/07/2019WRB00650Electric Vehicles

04/07/2019WRB0070042. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when the list of the location of e-car fast chargers and the implementation 
timeline approved under the climate action fund will be published; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28576/19]

04/07/2019WRB0080052. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when the number and location of e-car fast chargers which will be provided 
under the climate action fund will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[28577/19]

04/07/2019WRB00900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 42 and 52 together. 

Under the first call for applications from the Climate Action Fund, I approved funding of up 
to €10 million to support ESB eCars to develop a nationwide, state-of-the-art electric vehicle 
fast charging network. 

The project includes the installation of 90 high-power chargers each of which will be ca-
pable of charging two vehicles simultaneously, upgrading 50 existing standard chargers to fast 
chargers and replacing over 250 existing standard chargers with next generation high reliability 
models. This is a multi-annual project and is expected to commence this year and be fully com-
pleted by 2022.

Determining the location of chargers is a key element of the project and will be an on-going 
process as the project develops. ESB ecars will identify the most appropriate locations for the 
chargers to be sited using a range of criteria. This will include using the latest software map-
ping techniques, taking account of information on current charge point usage, traffic volume, 
accessibility, amenities and grid capacity. A provisional map of the planned network, showing 
indicative locations, was developed by ESB ecars and has been published on my Department’s 
website. 

04/07/2019WRB00950Climate Change Adaptation Plans

04/07/2019WRB0100043. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the annual cost for each action listed in the Climate Action Plan 2019; the cost of 
enabling infrastructure; the breakdown of costs to be met from Exchequer and non-Exchequer 
funds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28526/19]

04/07/2019WRB0110046. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his views on the evaluation in a report (details supplied) which concludes that 
Ireland is the second worst performing EU member state in tackling climate change and that 
Ireland may face annual non-compliance costs of up to €0.5 billion; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28334/19]

04/07/2019WRB01200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 43 and 46 together.

I published the Government’s Climate Action Plan on 17 June. The plan sets out, for the 
first time, how Ireland can reach its 2030 targets to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and also 
put Ireland on the right trajectory towards net-zero carbon emissions by 2050. We have a great 
window of opportunity to reverse this trend and secure a healthy more resilient future for the 
country, It means changing the way we heat our homes, the way we travel and the way we 
power the country.

The step-up in ambition in each of the sectors covered by the plan will require investment 
across the entire economy. Overall, through the mix of technologies and measures identified, 
the plan sets out the pathway that represents the least-cost burden to the economy as a whole. 

A significant portion of the technologies and measures set out in the plan will result also in 
net lifetime cost savings to the economy as a whole.
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In terms of costs to the Exchequer and other public funding, the plan will be funded through 
Project Ireland 2040 which provides €30 billion for low carbon and sustainable mobility invest-
ments in the period to 2027.

Many of the actions in the plan do not require public funding. The actions contained in this 
plan fall broadly into four categories:

- public funding provided in the annual estimates process and in Project Ireland 2040 

- measures such as setting a long-term trajectory for the carbon tax, in order to change long-
term behaviour and decisions to encourage investment in more sustainable choices

- new regulations to end certain practices (e.g. phasing out oil and gas boilers in homes or 
introducing low emission zones in cities) 

- actions to promote public and community engagement and participation in reducing our 
emissions.

For the first time, a decarbonisation target has been set for each sector. Each Government 
Department must now determine the optimum approach to utilising the funding available to it 
to support the policies necessary to meet the targets proposed for each sector. The exact costs 
will be determined from the detailed policy design work which will consist of a mix of regula-
tions, taxes, and subsidies which the Government may choose to deploy to achieve the target 
abatement range in each sector.

It should also be noted that there would also be a very significant cost to the Exchequer for 
not implementing any policies to achieve compliance with our 2030 targets, which would also 
lock Ireland into a high carbon trajectory that would be unsustainable in the long-run.

Failure to implement these policies to meet our legally binding EU targets could result in a 
cost to the Exchequer of up to €1.75 billion over the next decade as well as locking Ireland into 
a future high carbon trajectory.

In relation to the costs of purchasing carbon credits for compliance with Ireland’s emis-
sions targets for the period 2013 to 2020 under the 2009 Effort Sharing Decision 406/2009/EC 
(ESD), my Department currently estimates the additional costs to be in the region of €6m to 
€13m, depending on the price and final quantity of allowances required. This is in addition to a 
total of €120 million that has already been spent as part of Ireland’s strategy to meet its targets 
under the first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol (2008-2012), arising from which ap-
proximately 5,500,000 carbon credits are currently held by the State, which may be used for 
ESD compliance.

04/07/2019WRB01250Recycling Policy

04/07/2019WRB0130044. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the status of efforts to reduce single use plastics with specific reference to the EU 
directive on plastic products; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28558/19]

04/07/2019WRB01400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In the climate action plan we have committed to leading the way in reducing single 
use plastics are working at both national and EU level to tackle the problem.   On 12 June 2019, 
the EU published its Directive on the reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the 
environment. The Directive aims to deal with the top ten single use plastic items that cause 70% 
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of marine litter. Ireland supported the ambition throughout negotiations and I am committed to 
transposing this Directive as soon as possible. 

Work has already commenced on delivering key elements of the Directive. I have commis-
sioned a national study into how we can deliver a 90% collection target for single use plastic 
drinks bottles in Ireland. The EPA has begun consultation with stakeholders in relation to the 
new reporting requirements contained in the Directive. My officials are commencing consulta-
tion with the industries to which new Extended Producer Responsibility obligations will apply. 
My Department are also considering measures for the reduction in consumption of single use 
plastic food containers and cups for beverages. The Government has also decided that Govern-
ment Departments would not purchase single-use plastic cups, cutlery and drinking straws from 
1 January 2019; this decision was extended to all public bodies and commercial state agencies 
under the aegis of Ministers with effect from 1 April 2019.

04/07/2019WRB01450National Broadband Plan

04/07/2019WRB0150045. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on whether the gap funding model for the national broadband plan led 
to an increase in costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28530/19]

04/07/2019WRB01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In July 2016 the Government selected the gap funded model as the optimum owner-
ship model for the NBP State intervention. The Government considered two ownership models, 
having narrowed the options from five models. While this decision was informed by a high 
level cost modelling on both options, the NBP procurement was always structured so that the 
final cost would be determined through the dialogue process with bidders. At the point of the 
Government decision on the ownership model a number of factors were considered. Among 
these was the estimation that the gap funded model was likely to lead to a lower cost than the 
full concession model because of the strategic value bidders would place on the network and the 
incentive to continue investment and upgrade over the full 25 years of the contract and beyond.

Question No. 46 answered with Question No. 43.

Question No. 47 answered with Question No. 30.

04/07/2019WRB01850Broadcasting Sector

04/07/2019WRB0190048. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the measures he is considering in order to provide provisions of additional 
and more secure funding streams for public service broadcasting and other local media here. 
[28481/19]

04/07/2019WRB02000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In light of the recommendations in the Report of the Joint Oireachtas Committee 
on Communications, Climate Action & Environment on the Future Funding of Public Service 
Broadcasting, a Working Group was set up on foot of a Government decision last year to exam-
ine options for the reform of TV licence collection. I have recently received and am considering 
the report of the Working Group.  

I secured additional funding for public service broadcasting in Budget 2019. TG4 will re-
ceive €36.2m Exchequer funding this year, comprising a combination of €34.2m current and 
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€2m capital, which is an increase of €443,000 compared to 2018. Additional funding of €9.245m 
is being provided to RTE and the Broadcasting Fund, of which RTE will receive approximately 
€8.6m in 2019. The Broadcasting Fund, administered by the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland 
and financed from 7% of net licence fee receipts, supports the Sound and Vision and Archiving 
Schemes and benefits the broadcasting sector as a whole.

04/07/2019WRB02050Renewable Energy Generation

04/07/2019WRB0210049. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the specific measures that will be put in place under the first renewable electricity 
support scheme auction to ensure community participation and community benefit funding for 
all supported projects; and his plans to ensure community participation and benefits are pro-
vided as part of renewables projects delivered through corporate power purchase agreements. 
[28527/19]

04/07/2019WRB02200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard Bru-
ton): The Climate Action Plan contains a commitment to open up opportunity for community 
participation in renewable generation as well as community gain commitments.  A cornerstone 
of the new Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS) will be the provision of pathways for 
increased community ownership, participation in and benefit from renewable electricity proj-
ects. The scheme will deliver capacity building supports for community-led projects, including 
financial, technical and legal assistance, along with community benefit obligations, for projects 
looking for support under RESS. The high level design mandates a Community Benefit Fund 
and Register standardised across the sector. The Community Benefit contribution is set at €2/
MWh for all RES-E generation produced and seeking support via RESS auctions.

As part of the ongoing RESS detailed design work, which has included further engagement 
with community energy groups, my officials are exploring a variety of options to facilitate 
community-led projects within the first auction. My officials will continue to explore these op-
tions as the detailed design of RESS is progressed. 

The implementation of RESS and the suite of measures for community participation are a 
key action in the recently published Climate Action Plan. The RESS scheme is one of the steps 
towards increasing the level of clean, renewable energy in Ireland and to mobilise local and 
community involvement in renewable energy projects

The final design of the scheme will be subject to state aid clearance from the EU Commis-
sion.

Under the current planning framework, renewable energy project developers are required 
to make contributions to the Local Authority Community Fund. In addition, the wind industry 
has committed to contributing to community benefit funds established under my Department’s 
Code of Practice for Wind Energy Development in Ireland - Guidelines for Community En-
gagement. In parallel with the new Community Framework to be delivered under the RESS, 
it is expected that projects delivered under corporate power purchase agreements will make 
community benefit contributions in line with the Guidelines, as well as meeting strengthened 
provisions for community benefit to be set out in the revised Wind Energy Guidelines.

04/07/2019WRB02250Proposed Legislation

04/07/2019WRB0230050. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
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Environment the timeline for the introduction of legislation for a digital safety commissioner; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28528/19]

04/07/2019WRB02400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In early March, I announced that Government would address harmful online content 
through the development of new legislation, an Online Safety & Media Regulation Bill, which 
will also transpose the revised Audio Visual Media Services Directive. I launched a public 
consultation on these proposals which has now concluded.  This Bill will establish, for the 
first time, a clear expectation for online platforms to take reasonable steps to ensure the safety 
of their users in relation to online content, especially in respect of children. It will provide for 
regulatory oversight of these measures through the establishment of a strong and robust Online 
Safety Commissioner. In preparing this Bill, I am conscious of the need to ensure an appropriate 
balance of fundamental rights including freedom of expression. 

I want to thank all those who contributed to the public consultation on the legislative pro-
posals, including NGOs, industry players, experts and member of the public. In total, 84 sub-
missions have been received and these were published on 27 June on my Department’s website. 
They have raised a number of complex policy and legal issues which we are currently examin-
ing and which will inform the development of the legislation. I am determined to advance the 
legislation at the earliest possible date.

04/07/2019WRB02450Renewable Energy Generation

04/07/2019WRB0250051. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he has commissioned an analysis on the sustainability of the use of biomass 
material in co-fired power stations. [28482/19]

04/07/2019WRB02600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Decisions regarding the sourcing biomass would be operational matters for the power 
plant operators, Bord na Móna or ESB.  However, I have been advised that Bord na Móna’s 
BioEnergy division sources sustainable biomass used at the Edenderry power station and that 
up to 80% of the biomass used in the plant is from domestic sources. However, in the event that 
all three of the electricity generating plants referred to co-fire peat with biomass, it is unlikely 
that there will be sufficient amounts of indigenous biomass to meet the demand. In addition 
to the three power stations, there is demand for biomass for use in industry and in residential 
heating, and the Government’s Support Scheme for Renewable Heat will also create a demand 
for biomass supplies in the coming years. Therefore international sources of biomass will be 
required. 

Use of appropriate sustainability criteria will help to ensure that use of biomass does not 
have a detrimental effect on the world’s forests. EU-wide sustainability criteria have been in-
troduced in the revised Renewable Energy Directive, which includes provisions to ensure that 
energy biomass will be required to emit significantly less carbon than the fossil fuel equivalent. 
This Directive excludes certain types of biomass from contributing to a member state’s renew-
able energy performance such as biomass from areas of high biodiversity, areas designated for 
nature protection purposes and areas designated for protection of rare, threatened or endangered 
ecosystems or species. 

Furthermore, I am advised Bord na Mona sources sustainable biomass used at the Edenderry 
station, based on a set of sustainability principles, aligned to the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals.
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Question No. 52 answered with Question No. 42.

Question No. 53 answered with Question No. 40.

04/07/2019WRB02850Internet Safety

04/07/2019WRB0290054. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on the ease of access to pornography for children online; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28529/19]

04/07/2019WRB03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Children’s access to online pornography is a matter of serious concern, even where 
that content is not illegal. As stated by the Taoiseach in the Dáil recently, it is a matter of con-
cern to all of us that many young people learn about sex through pornography, particularly as 
such material is not an accurate representation of what is healthy or appropriate behaviour. 
Exposure to such material at a young age is certainly inappropriate and potentially harmful.

The United Kingdom has proposed to introduce age verification requirements for commer-
cial pornography providers, to be overseen by the British Office of Film Classification. This is 
a difficult area and there are many important concerns regarding data protection, privacy and 
proportionality. 

The Government will engage with the UK on their proposals when they have been in opera-
tion for a period.

04/07/2019WRB03050Climate Change Adaptation Plans

04/07/2019WRB0310055. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment if his attention has been drawn to an organisation (details supplied) and 
its recent report into alternative ways to achieve the climate mitigation target of 1.5 degrees 
limit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28431/19]

04/07/2019WRB0320060. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment if he has engaged with an organisation (details supplied) and its re-
sponse to the IPCC report and recommendations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28432/19]

04/07/2019WRB03300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 55 and 60 together.

Ireland participates in UNFCCC negotiations in its capacity as a Party to the Convention, 
and also as a Member State of the European Union. Representatives of civil society, such as the 
organisation to which the Deputy refers, may attend meetings of the UNFCCC as observers to 
the negotiation process. While I have not engaged directly with this particular organisation, Ire-
land’s delegation to the UNFCCC regularly meets representatives of civil society, in particular 
organisations from Ireland, that attend the annual Conference of the Parties. 

I note that the report, published by the organisation referred to, shares the conclusions of 
the IPCC Special Report on the impacts of global warming of 1.5⁰C, published in October 
2018, on the urgency of ambitious action to tackle the challenges of climate change. Addressing 
climate change, whether through decarbonisation of our economy, or preparing to adapt to the 
impacts of climate change such as through low-risk land-sector approaches as highlighted in the 
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report, is one of the most significant challenges of this century. The IPCC, through its reports, 
has confirmed the absolute urgency of achieving deep cuts in our greenhouse gas emissions 
over the coming decades.

I recently published the Government’s Climate Action Plan 2019, which puts Ireland on a 
trajectory to meet our 2030 target for greenhouse gas emissions, and puts us on a pathway to 
achieving net zero carbon emissions by 2050. The Plan reaffirms Ireland’s commitment to be-
coming a leader in responding to climate change and to supporting increased climate ambition 
at national, EU and international levels.

As land use, land use change and forestry (LULUCF) emissions will be integrated into the 
EU framework for compliance with national emissions targets from 2021, it is essential that 
Ireland has robust policies in place to manage emissions and enhance removals from relevant 
LULUCF sectoral categories. The Climate Action Plan, therefore, includes 34 individual ac-
tions to facilitate the development and implementation of policies to manage emissions and 
enhance removals from the Agriculture, Forestry and Land Use sectors. 

Ireland’s new policy for international development, ‘A Better World’, which was published 
earlier this year by the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, also includes cli-
mate action as a core priority. By supporting solutions for those most affected by climate change, 
the new policy will seek to ensure the Ireland continues to champion the needs of those most 
vulnerable to climate change, especially those in the least developed and small islands states.

Climate Change Policy

04/07/2019WRB0340056. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment the way in which the Climate Action Plan 2019 will maintain a green image of agricul-
ture here while meeting the national policy objective of carbon neutrality; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28559/19]

04/07/2019WRB03500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Climate Action Plan identifies the long-term challenge for the agriculture sector 
to meet the national policy objective, set out in the 2014 National Policy Position on Climate 
Action and Low Carbon Development, of an approach to carbon neutrality which does not com-
promise our capacity for sustainable food production.

The Plan notes that achieving this objective will involve greenhouse gas emissions reduc-
tions, but also increased emissions removals. Given the contribution of agriculture to overall 
national greenhouse gas emissions, achieving this objective will be a significant challenge fac-
ing Irish agriculture over the coming decades. In this context, the Plan separately commits to 
evaluating the changes which would be necessary in Ireland to achieve a net zero emissions 
target by 2050.

In the context of the period to 2030, the Plan commits the sector to delivering 16.5 - 18.5 
Mt CO2 eq. cumulative abatement from agriculture as well as achieving 26.8 Mt CO2 eq abate-
ment through Land Use, Land Use Change and Forestry Actions over the period 2021 to 2030. 
To achieve these targets, the Plan sets out a range of actions to reduce emissions on farms, 
promote afforestation and diversification of land use, develop opportunities in the bio-economy 
and in the supply of substitutes for fossil fuels, promote better management of peatlands and 
soils, and develop clusters of best practice.

Implementation of these actions will, collectively, help to further underpin the environmen-
tal credentials of the Irish agriculture sector and better position it to meet the evolving expec-
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tations of both domestic and international markets. This, in turn, will help prepare the sector 
for longer-term restructuring and adaptation that will be required to meet our carbon neutrality 
objectives.

Question No. 57 answered with Question No. 35.

Housing Issues

04/07/2019WRB0370058. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment his views on a recent report (details supplied) that the capacity, condition and con-
nectivity of housing here is of serious concern and that 600,000 persons are living in damp or 
rotting homes. [28582/19]

04/07/2019WRB03800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I welcome the publication of the Engineers Ireland review of housing and infrastruc-
ture in Ireland. While housing and housing standards are issues that fall under the remit of the 
Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government, a number of recommendations do have 
relevance for programmes and initiatives on which my department leads.  Improving the energy 
efficiency of a home, in line with NSAI standards for retrofitting, can help to combat the prob-
lems associated with damp housing such as mould and rot. Upgrading the insulation of a damp 
house can also have significant benefits for the indoor air quality and health of the occupants. 

My Department funds a number of grant schemes to help people to improve the energy ef-
ficiency of their homes. Work carried out under these schemes must meet NSAI standards and 
be carried out by an SEAI registered contractor. 

My Department is also working to improve the energy efficiency of our rental sector. These 
homes are more likely to be less energy efficient than owner occupied homes, and therefore 
more prone to the types of issues highlighted by the Deputy. A cross Departmental Advisory 
Group has been established to examine potential policy options and make recommendations 
to Government. A public consultation on this matter is currently in development and will be 
published later in 2019.

While I understand the report considers connectivity in a broad sense, in relation to broad-
band connectivity, the Government decision on 7 May 2019 means that it is intended to award 
the State Intervention contract to National Broadband Ireland, subject to contract close, includ-
ing the finalisation of financial and legal documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention 
network will commence shortly after that. 

The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment. A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once the 
contract is signed. 

Climate Change Adaptation Plans

04/07/2019WRB0390059. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the key elements of the Climate Action Plan 2019; and the consultation and rolling 
review of the actions of the plan which will ensure its successful implementation. [28563/19]

04/07/2019WRB04000389. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to implement the governance structures recommended in the Oireachtas 
Joint Committee on Climate Action report. [25210/19]
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04/07/2019WRB04100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 59 and 389 together.

I published the Government’s Climate Action Plan on 17 June. The plan sets out, for the first 
time, how Ireland can reach its 2030 targets to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and also put 
Ireland on the right trajectory towards net-zero carbon emissions by 2050. 

The Plan represents a significant step-up in ambition, with a target abatement range for each 
of the key sectors that contribute to Ireland’s greenhouse gas emissions: Electricity, Enterprise, 
Built Environment, Transport, Agriculture, Forestry and Land Use, Waste and the Circular 
Economy, and the Public Sector. The analysis set out in the Plan shows that it is not only tech-
nically feasible to meet our 2030 EU targets, but that it is also economically achievable, with 
the majority of necessary abatement measures being, over their life-time, either cost-neutral or 
resulting in net savings to society. 

The Plan also sets out new governance arrangements that will be put in place to provide ef-
fective oversight of implementation of the Plan, and which also align with the relevant recom-
mendations of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Climate Action. 

These include:

- a Climate Action Delivery Board jointly chaired by the Department of the Taoiseach and 
the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment, holding individual De-
partments and agencies to account

- the publication of a quarterly report on the implementation of actions set out in the Plan 

- a statutory basis for establishing carbon budgets with clear sectoral targets

- a strengthened Climate Action Council

- a strengthened Oireachtas Committee on Climate Action to hold the Government to ac-
count on the implementation of climate policy

The Climate Action Plan 2019 also proposes enhanced engagement with citizens and com-
munities through more coherent mobilisation of existing structures and initiatives to inform, 
engage, motivate, and empower individuals and communities to take climate action. The Plan 
recognises that individuals and communities will be at the heart of the low-carbon transition, 
and will seek to promote positive choices that will ultimately bring long-term benefits to com-
munities across Ireland. 

Furthermore, recognising that the pace of technological, scientific, societal and economic 
changes, the Plan will be updated every 12 months, underpinned by consultation with key 
stakeholders. 

In this context, I am currently undertaking a series of nationwide consultative meetings, to 
explain the approach, hear views and take on ideas from members of the public on the imple-
mentation of the Climate Action Plan. The first of these events took place in University Col-
lege Cork on 21 June and a second event will take place this coming Friday in Thurles, County 
Tipperary. Further meetings are being planned for Galway, the Midlands, Dublin and Donegal 
before the end of July.

Question No. 60 answered with Question No. 55.

National Broadband Plan
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04/07/2019WRB0430061. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when the roll-out of the Eir contract with his Department will be completed; the 
number of premises expected to be passed under this contract; the number passed to date; the 
method by which in future it is planned to obtain information on the number of premises that 
have a connection to high speed broadband; his plans to request the CSO to survey this infor-
mation as part of the household surveys carried out by it; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28299/19]

04/07/2019WRB04400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In accordance with the April 2017 Commitment Agreement signed between eir and 
my Department, my officials engage regularly with eir in relation to its ongoing rural fibre de-
ployment of high speed broadband to 300,000 premises. According to Quarter 1 2019 figures 
verified by my Department, the company has passed 250,965 premises as part of this deploy-
ment. According to information provided by eir to my Department, eir plans to complete the 
vast majority of the deployment by mid-2019.

While the CSO provide information on Internet usage through the Quarterly Household 
Survey a further useful source of information can be found in ComReg’s quarterly key data 
reports which highlight trends in the telecommunications industry. This includes the number of 
subscriptions in Ireland to high speed broadband services by speed (e.g. download speeds of 30 
megabits per second) and by platform (fibre, cable, VDSL etc.). The latest report can be found 
in the following link: https://www.comreg.ie/publication/quarterly-key-data-report-q1-2019/

Wind Energy Generation

04/07/2019WRB0450062. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the way in which he can he progress the establishment of offshore wind farms 
to complement the grid such as the success of onshore wind farms and other renewable forms 
of energy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28335/19]

04/07/2019WRB04600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Ireland has some of the best offshore renewable energy resources in Europe at 900,000 
square kilometres. Because of Ireland’s location at the Atlantic edge of the EU, it has more off-
shore energy potential than most other countries in Europe. There is enormous potential for 
Ireland to utilise these resources to generate carbon free renewable electricity.

The Climate Action Plan launched recently sets out the necessary policy measures to help 
meet our 2030 targets, cut our reliance on fossil fuels and put Ireland on a clear pathway to 
meeting our 2050 objectives. A key component of this will be the development of Offshore 
wind.

The Climate Action Plan contains specific actions to develop Offshore Wind with the aim of 
connecting at least 3.5GW by 2030.

In order to realise Ireland’s ambition for large-scale development of offshore wind, signifi-
cant progress is required on the three key pillars:

- Development management process 

- Grid development model

- Route to market
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The enduring consenting model/development management process will fall under the aegis 
of the Marine Planning and Development Management Bill and the National Marine Planning 
Framework (NMPF) as well as a revised grid connection policy to be developed by the CRU.

To support the delivery of the national ambition to further decrease our dependence on for-
eign fossil fuels my Department is developing a new Renewable Electricity Support Scheme 
(RESS) which will assist Ireland in meeting its renewable energy contributions out to 2030 and 
will be designed to achieve its targets in a cost competitive way.

The Climate Action Plan is available on my Department’s website.

My Department published the Offshore Renewable Energy Development Plan (OREDP) in 
2014 which set out policy for the sustainable development of our abundant offshore renewable 
energy resources. An interim review of the OREDP was published in May and is available on 
my Department’s website: www.dccae.gov.ie. The Offshore Renewable Energy Steering Group, 
which oversees the implementation of the OREDP is progressing the recommendations of the 
review and continuing the work of implementing the actions and enablers set out in the Plan.

04/07/2019WRC00200Defence Forces Medicinal Products

04/07/2019WRC0030063. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the cost of 
medications acquired in each of the past ten years (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28616/19]

04/07/2019WRC00400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): It has not been 
possible in the time available to compile all of the necessary information requested by the 
Deputy. The information will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as possible.

04/07/2019WRC00500Departmental Offices

04/07/2019WRC0060064. Deputy John Lahart asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the availability of 
bike parking spaces and lockers in all buildings used by his Department; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28693/19]

04/07/2019WRC00700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Department 
of Defence has made available bike parking spaces and lockers in each of the buildings occu-
pied and managed by the Department as indicated in the following table.

Location   Number of bike parking spaces  Number of lockers
 Newbridge  28  86
 Galway  16  28
 Roscrea  7  28

Staff of the Department of Defence also have access to bike parking spaces in two other 
buildings which the Department shares with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, respectively.

04/07/2019WRC00800Ministerial Transport

04/07/2019WRC0090065. Deputy John Lahart asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the model of the 
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car or cars used by him in the performance of his official duties; and if it is a diesel, petrol or 
electric engine. [28709/19]

04/07/2019WRC01000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The model of car 
I use in the performance of my official duties as Minister with responsibility for Defence is an 
Audi A6, diesel.

04/07/2019WRC01100Departmental Offices

04/07/2019WRC0120066. Deputy John Lahart asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
availability of bike parking spaces and lockers in all buildings used by his Department; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28697/19]

04/07/2019WRC01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): At 
present, my Department is responsible for 12 buildings in various locations in Dublin, Balbrig-
gan, Limerick and Cork which have a total of 185 bicycle parking spaces and 188 lockers.

04/07/2019WRC01400Human Rights

04/07/2019WRC0150067. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if his attention has been drawn to the arrest of a person (details supplied) by Egyptian 
security forces in dawn raids on 25 June 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28722/19]

04/07/2019WRC01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): It has 
been reported that a number of arrests took place on 25 June in Egypt, including the case raised 
by the Deputy. The arrest of journalists is always a matter of concern, given the important role 
which the media plays in holding governments to account. I believe that a strong and stable 
democracy cannot flourish without full respect for fundamental rights and freedoms, including 
the freedoms of assembly, association and expression. Ireland actively works to promote and 
protect the right to these freedoms in the relevant international fora. 

At the 41st session of the United Nations Human Rights Council, which is currently ongo-
ing in Geneva, the EU issued a statement on Human Rights situations that require the Council’s 
attention. Among other issues, the statement refers to the situation in Egypt, recalling the im-
portance of the respect of freedom of expression, media, assembly and association and the need 
to stop unduly restricting space for civil society, including through arrests and long periods of 
pre-trial detention.

The EU and Egypt adopted partnership priorities for 2017-2020 at the EU-Egypt Associa-
tion Council, which took place in July 2017. The priorities make it clear that human rights – 
civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, as set out in international human rights 
law, the Treaty on European Union and the Egyptian Constitution – are a common value and 
constitute the cornerstone of a modern democratic state. These agreed priorities commit Egypt 
and the EU to promoting democracy, fundamental freedoms and human rights as constitutional 
rights of all citizens, in line with their international obligations.

During the seventh EU-Egypt Association Council in December 2018, which is the forum 
for formal EU-Egypt political dialogue, the EU expressed concern about efforts in Egypt to 
limit freedom of expression and opinion, including through the arrest and sentencing of journal-
ists and bloggers on anti-state charges. The EU also called on Egypt to adhere to its commit-



Questions - Written Answers

30

ments to promote and protect the freedoms of expression, association and assembly, as well as 
the freedom of the press and access to information, as guaranteed by the 2014 Constitution and 
according to Egypt’s international obligations. 

Ireland conveys these messages to Egypt on a regular basis at political and official levels, in-
cluding most recently at a meeting between the Egyptian Embassy and the Human Rights Unit 
in my Department in June. I also discussed human rights with my Egyptian counterpart during 
his visit to Ireland in February.

04/07/2019WRC01700Middle East Peace Process

04/07/2019WRC0180068. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will report on the recently published Kushner plan for the Middle East; his views on the 
reaction to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28804/19]

04/07/2019WRC01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
United States introduced the economic element of their long awaited plan for the Middle East 
Peace Process, entitled Peace to Prosperity, at a meeting which took place in Bahrain on 25-26 
June. The published document sets out a range of possibilities for economic revitalisation and 
growth for Palestinians and the neighbouring countries, which could be achieved if the parties 
can agree a settlement of the conflict, and large scale international investment can be attracted 
to the region. Part of the purpose of the workshop, which was aimed primarily at Gulf Arab 
states, was to introduce the plan to such possible donors or investors. Ireland was not repre-
sented at the meeting. 

This document covered economic issues only, and does not address the political questions, 
which are at the core of the search for peace in the Middle East. I understand that the US team 
continues to work on those elements. 

I have always been clear in my view that an economic element can help support a well-
thought out political solution, by setting out a vision of a post conflict situation in which all 
are winners. But as I have stated consistently, it is not possible to solve political problems by 
economic means alone. Support to the Palestinian people is, of course, always important and 
welcome. However, any potential investor or donor, public or private, will be very conscious 
that the main impediment to economic development for Palestinians, and the reason for the se-
vere contraction of the Palestinian economy over the last two decades, is the web of restrictions 
due to the Israeli occupation. It is thus very difficult to discuss economic possibilities separate 
from the political context. 

The EU has encouraged the US in its efforts to develop a peace plan, and Ireland has done 
this in all our contacts with the US Middle East team. It is my strong view that any plan must 
address the needs of both sides if it is to be successful. Preparing the ground can also be crucial 
to winning a considered hearing for any plan, and improved dialogue between the US team and 
Palestinian community and its leadership will be important in this regard.

04/07/2019WRC02000Trade Agreements

04/07/2019WRC0210069. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the expected ratification process for the Mercosur trade agreement; and if Dáil Éireann and 
other national parliaments will need to ratify the agreement. [28829/19]
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04/07/2019WRC02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
trade agreement reached last week is part of a comprehensive new Association Agreement un-
der negotiation between the EU and Mercosur countries (Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Uru-
guay). The Association Agreement is composed of a political and cooperation pillar – on which 
negotiators already reached a general agreement in June 2018 in Montevideo – and the trade 
pillar. 

Both sides will now perform a legal revision of the agreed text to come up with the final 
version of the Association Agreement, including its trade aspects. The Commission will then 
submit the Association Agreement to EU Member States and the European Parliament for ap-
proval.

Once the final text of the Agreement has been received and analysed by relevant Govern-
ment Departments, I will be able to revert to the Dáil with further information on this matter 
and on the exact process for Ireland to complete the internal procedures necessary for the entry 
into force of the Agreement. 

04/07/2019WRC02300Election Monitoring Missions

04/07/2019WRC0240070. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
Ireland will send elections observers to Ukraine for the elections in July 2019; if not, the reason 
underpinning the decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28860/19]

04/07/2019WRC02500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade administers and maintains a roster of 
suitably skilled individuals available to deploy on international election observation missions 
organised, in the main, by the European Union (EU) and the Organisation for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE).

The EU and the OSCE-ODHIR regularly issue calls for the nomination of observers to partic-
ipate in the election missions organised under their auspices. The Department reviews each call 
and responds accordingly on a case-by-case basis, including with regard to the overall annual 
budget available for participation in election observation missions, the geographic spread of EU 
and OSCE missions and the resources of the Department’s Elections Desk.

Ireland made a substantial contribution of short-term observers to the OSCE mission which 
observed rounds one and two of the Presidential elections held in Ukraine in March and April 
2019. Twenty-two observers participated in the first round of the election. This contribution 
was over four times larger than Ireland’s usual deployment to an OSCE mission, and also rep-
resented the largest ever contribution to an election observation mission from a roster mustered 
by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Five of these observers returned to observe 
round two in the Presidential election as part of the OSCE mission. Information concerning 
Ireland’s contribution to the OSCE election observation mission in Ukraine is set out in the 
response to Parliamentary Question No. 51 of 18 April 2019, to which I refer the Deputy.  The 
complement of observers sent to the two elections in Ukraine is approximately half the number 
of Irish observers nominated in a calendar year.

To ensure a spread of Irish representation as observers at elections elsewhere this year, in-
cluding countries in which there are substantial Irish Aid funded programmes, the decision was 
made not to nominate volunteer observers to the OSCE mission observing the Parliamentary 
elections in Ukraine this July.
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04/07/2019WRC02600Northern Ireland

04/07/2019WRC0270071. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the position in relation to the talks between the Irish and British Governments and the Northern 
Ireland political parties in relation to the need to have the Northern Ireland Assembly and Ex-
ecutive restored; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29008/19]

04/07/2019WRC02800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
absence of vital institutions of the Good Friday Agreement is of grave concern for the Govern-
ment, as it is for the British Government.   

I have been working intensively with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland in recent 
weeks in the talks at Stormont to support the leaders of the political parties in finding an agree-
ment that will get all of the institutions of the Good Friday Agreement up and running again.   

We have today seen the British Government introduce an amendment to UK legislation 
to extend the period for calling an Assembly election. This step underlines the seriousness of 
the absence of the devolved institutions in Northern Ireland, and the urgent requirement for an 
agreement between the political parties on operating the institutions again.   

I want to acknowledge that all five political parties have engaged constructively in this pro-
cess with that objective over the last number of weeks. Progress has been made across a range 
of important issues. However, some key outstanding issues remain and finding final agreement 
on these issues will require genuine and courageous dialogue between the party leaders.   

The awful murder of Lyra McKee and the outpouring of public feeling that followed de-
mands a serious response at political level. People want to see real progress made. There is no 
patience for anything except urgent and determined progress.   

The two largest parties have a particular responsibility to reach an accommodation to secure 
the formation of a new power-sharing Executive.   

The two Governments have called on the parties to continue to participate in this dialogue 
with each other towards a sustainable accommodation for all.   

The Governments and the leads of the Working Groups will also continue to engage with all 
the parties in discussions on the outstanding issues.   

The Governments will have to make an assessment before lone on whether it is possible to 
move quickly in this period to final agreement.

The Government will continue to do everything in its power, in accordance with its respon-
sibilities as a co-guarantor of the Good Friday Agreement, to secure the effective operation of 
all of its institutions.

04/07/2019WRC02900Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

04/07/2019WRC0300072. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Finance the steps he will take to amend 
the eligibility criteria for receiving a primary medical certificate to include persons that have 
mental and or intellectual disabilities in addition to physical impairment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28785/19]

04/07/2019WRC03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Disabled Drivers and Disabled 
Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme provides relief from VAT and VRT (up to a certain limit) 



 4 July 2019

33

on the purchase of an adapted car for transport of a person with specific severe and permanent 
physical disabilities, payment of a Fuel Grant, and an exemption from Motor Tax. 

To qualify for the Scheme an applicant must be in possession of a Primary Medical Certifi-
cate. To qualify for a Primary Medical Certificate, an applicant must satisfy one of the following 
conditions:

- be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both legs;

- be wholly without the use of one leg and almost wholly without the use of the other leg 
such that the applicant is severely restricted as to movement of the lower limbs;

- be without both hands or without both arms;

- be without one or both legs;

- be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both hands or arms and wholly or almost 
wholly without the use of one leg;

- have the medical condition of dwarfism and have serious difficulties of movement of the 
lower limbs.

The Scheme represents a significant tax expenditure. Between the Vehicle Registration Tax 
and VAT foregone, and the fuel grant, the scheme cost €65m in each of 2016 and 2017, rising 
to €70m in 2018. This figure does not include the revenue foregone in respect of the relief from 
Motor Tax provided to members of the Scheme.  

I understand and fully sympathise with any person who suffers from a serious disability 
and can’t access the scheme under the current criteria. However, given the scope and scale of 
the scheme, any possible changes to it can only be made after careful consideration, taking 
into account the existing and prospective cost of the scheme as well as the availability of other 
schemes which seek to help with the mobility of disabled persons, and the interaction between 
each of these schemes.  

Accordingly, I have no plans to amend the qualifying medical criteria for the Disabled Driv-
ers and Disabled Passengers Scheme at this time. 

04/07/2019WRC03200Government Expenditure

04/07/2019WRC0330073. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the projected general Govern-
ment expenditure in 2020 if he delivers a budget of €2.8 billion comprised of €1.9 billion pre-
committed, €0.2 billion expenditure reserve and €0.7 billion additional discretionary spending 
as outlined in the Summer Economic Statement; and the percentage increase in expenditure this 
constitutes since 2019. [28648/19]

04/07/2019WRC03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department produces a full set of 
economic and fiscal forecasts on a bi-annual basis, in the spring Stability Programme Update 
(SPU) and in the autumn Budget.   

The calculations of the available budgetary package in the Summer Economic Statement 
(SES) 2019 are anchored to the forecasts set out in the SPU published in April. It is important 
to point out that the fiscal forecast set out in the SPU publication (Table 10) incorporated an 
indicative budgetary package of €2.8 billion for 2020. While there are compositional changes to 
the €2.8 billion included in the SES, it should be noted that these have no impact on the headline 
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general government balance for 2020. The official projection for the 2020 general government 
balance remains that set out in the SPU at 0.4% of GDP. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, the €0.7 billion in unallocated resources can comprise expen-
diture or tax reduction. In the SES, as in the SPU, €0.6 billion has been allocated for taxation 
changes on a technical illustrative basis.  

However, the exact amounts and distribution between revenue and expenditure is a matter 
for Government and will be announced at the time of Budget 2020. 

In relation to the second part of the question, general government expenditure of €87.6 bil-
lion in 2020, as set out in the SPU forecast, is projected to increase by 2.6 per cent or c. €2.3 
billion in year-on-year terms from 2019 to 2020, and is consistent with the SES figures outlined 
in the Deputy’s question.  

04/07/2019WRC03500Departmental Offices

04/07/2019WRC0360074. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Finance the availability of bike parking 
spaces and lockers in all buildings used by his Department; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28696/19]

04/07/2019WRC03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Facilities Management Unit of my 
Department arrange for the provision of accommodation on behalf of staff of both the Depart-
ment of Finance and Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. 

 The position is that bicycle parking spaces are available for staff who wish to use them in 
respect of all six buildings occupied by the two Departments. 

 With regards to lockers, these are available in some locations but, due to space constraints, 
it is not possible currently to provide these in all six locations occupied by staff. 

04/07/2019WRC03800Ministerial Transport

04/07/2019WRC0390075. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Finance the model of the car or cars used 
by him in the performance of his official duties; and if it is a diesel, petrol or electric engine. 
[28712/19]

04/07/2019WRC04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The car used for official duties is a 
Skoda Superb with a diesel engine.

04/07/2019WRC04100Tax Reliefs Data

04/07/2019WRC0420076. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated first and full 
year cost of increasing the cap for entrepreneurial relief on capital gains tax from €1 million to 
€5, €10 and €15 million, respectively. [28754/19]

04/07/2019WRC0430086. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of ex-
panding the capital gains tax entrepreneurial relief to include individual external investors such 
as angel investors and so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28764/19]

04/07/2019WRC0440087. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons based 
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on the most recent data that have availed of the entrepreneurial relief for capital gains tax; the 
annual cost in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28765/19]

04/07/2019WRC04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 76, 
86 and 87 together.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that the Ready Reckoner at link: https://
www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/ready-reckoner/index.aspx 
(page 14) shows the estimated cost of increasing the life time limit for revised Entrepreneur 
Relief. 

For the Deputy’s convenience, this information is presented in the following table. 

Proposed  Lifetime Limit € million Full Year Cost € million
2.5 34
5 61
7.5 75
10 81
12.5 83
15 84

 The numbers availing of the Relief, and the cost to the Exchequer, are available at link: 
https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/tax-expenditures/
costs-expenditures.aspx. The most recent year for which data are presently available is 2016, it 
is expected that 2017 will be available in the coming weeks at the same link.

 For the Deputy’s convenience, the information available is presented in the following table.  

Cost € million Number Availed
20.4 406

I am advised that it is not possible to cost the proposal to expand the relief to additional in-
vestor types in the absence of quantifiable data on the likely uptake were this to be done.

04/07/2019WRC04600Universal Social Charge

04/07/2019WRC0470077. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated first and full 
year costs of decreasing the non-PAYE USC surcharge from 3% to 2%, 1% and 0%, respec-
tively; the estimated number of persons affected by such a change; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28755/19]

04/07/2019WRC04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the costs 
of reducing (or removing) the non-PAYE 3% Universal Social Charge (USC) surcharge as out-
lined by the Deputy are shown in the following table. It is estimated that the proposed change 
would affect approximately 23,570 taxpayer units.

- First Year Cost €m Full Year Cost €m
Reduction of USC surcharge from 3% to 2% 23.4 41.8
Reduction of USC surcharge from 3% to 1% 46.8 83.6
Removal of the USC surcharge 70.2 125.4



Questions - Written Answers

36

These estimated figures are based on projected 2019 incomes, calculated on actual data for 
the year 2016, and may be revised. The estimates do not account for any behavioural impacts 
that might result from removing the non-PAYE USC surcharge.

04/07/2019WRC04900Tax Reliefs Data

04/07/2019WRC0500078. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated first and full 
year cost of reducing the €75,000 limit to €40,000, €50,000 and  €60,000, respectively, for the 
special assignee relief programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28756/19]

04/07/2019WRC0510079. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated first and full 
year cost of extending the special assignee relief programme to employees employed from out-
side an organisation rather than restricting it to employees moving within an organisation; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28757/19]

04/07/2019WRC05200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 78 
and 79 together.

I am advised by Revenue that it is tentatively estimated, without taking account of the po-
tential new employees that may qualify for the Special Assignee Relief Programme (SARP) 
scheme as a result of the reduced limits, the cost to the Exchequer in terms of income tax fore-
gone, based on those who availed of the relief in 2016, would be:

1. €60,000 limit: €1.28 million and €1.43 million first and full year cost, respectively.

2. €50,000 limit: €2.14 million and €2.38 million first and full year cost, respectively.

3. €40,000 limit: €3 million and €3.33 million first and full year cost, respectively.

In relation to extending the relief to those joining an organisation, as the Deputy may be 
aware, as part of the SARP review in 2014, the proposal to include employees that were newly 
employed from outside an organisation rather than restricting it to employees moving within an 
organisation was considered. The review found that to include new hires in this manner could 
cause job displacement in the Irish labour market; if, for example, an Irish tax resident indi-
vidual and a foreign based individual with similar skills both applied for the same job, it would 
be less costly for the employer to hire the foreign based individual. This would place the Irish 
tax resident individual at a considerable disadvantage. Notwithstanding this, Revenue advise 
me that it is not possible to provide an estimate of the first or full year cost of the proposal as 
there are no data available on the potential take up. 

04/07/2019WRC05400Tax Code

04/07/2019WRC0550080. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 79 of 21 June 2018, the estimated annual cost of removing the income tax, includ-
ing USC and PRSI, on dividend income and replacing it with a flat rate of taxation on dividend 
income of 20%, 30% and 40%, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28758/19]

04/07/2019WRC05600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It is assumed that the Deputy is refer-
ring to dividend income from Irish resident companies.

I am advised by Revenue that based on tax returns and the yield from Dividend Withholding 
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Tax for 2016, the replacement of all Income Tax, USC and PRSI on dividend income with a flat 
rate of taxation of 20% is tentatively estimated to be a loss in the region of €95 million.

On the same basis, the estimated tax yield from imposing a flat rate of tax of 30% in place of 
Income Tax, USC and PRSI on dividend income could be in the region of €95 million. The es-
timated tax yield from imposing a flat rate of tax of 40% could be in the region of €280 million.

These estimates are based on no behavioural change.

04/07/2019WRC05700Tax Deduction Systems

04/07/2019WRC0580081. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated annual cost of 
expanding the foreign earnings deduction to an extra country; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28759/19]

04/07/2019WRC0590082. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the  number of persons based 
on the most recent data that have availed of the foreign earnings deduction per annum; the an-
nual cost in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28760/19]

04/07/2019WRC06000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 81 
and 82 together.

I am advised by Revenue that it is not possible to estimate the cost of expanding the FED 
scheme to an extra country as there are no data available on the number of taxpayers that might 
qualify to claim the deduction, or how this might vary depending on what additional country 
was chosen or the ability of the taxpayers concerned to absorb the deduction.

Revenue further advise me that the most recent year for which data are currently available is 
2016 (it is expected that 2017 data will be available in the coming weeks). In 2016, 413 persons 
availed of the deduction with an Exchequer cost of some €3.5 million. The latest information on 
the cost and number of individuals availing of the Foreign Earnings Deduction (FED) scheme 
can be found at the following link:

 https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/tax-expenditures/costs-tax-ex-
penditures.pdf. 

The FED scheme is being reviewed at present along with the Special Assignee Relief Pro-
gramme.

04/07/2019WRD00200Employment Investment Incentive Scheme Data

04/07/2019WRD0030083. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated annual cost of 
removing the 30% share ownership restriction for the EIIS; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28761/19]

04/07/2019WRD0040084. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated annual cost of 
increasing the annual cap for the EIIS from €150,000 to €1 million; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28762/19]

04/07/2019WRD00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 83 
and 84 together.

In order to ensure compliance with Article 21 of the Group Block Exemption Regulation 



Questions - Written Answers

38

(“GBER”)(Commission Regulation N°651/2014), the 30% share ownership restriction on con-
nected persons was removed in Finance Act 2017. 

GBER requires that risk finance aid schemes such as the EII should be restricted to indepen-
dent private investors and not provide relief to persons with close connections to the undertak-
ing.  The change came into effect on 2 November 2017 and at the time of the announcement it 
was estimated that the saving for the Exchequer would be between €6 million and €10 million 
based on 2016 data. This represents the latest available estimate of the effect of the change.

I am also advised by Revenue that based on investments made under the EII for each tax 
year to date, the additional cost of increasing the cap on relief as suggested by the Deputy is as 
set out in the following table:

Tax Year Additional Cost €m*
2012 1.1
2013 0.8
2014 2.2
2015 3.0
2016 2.1
2017 0.7
*These figures are based on actual data and assume that there is no change in investments 

or behavioural patterns resulting from the proposed change. 

04/07/2019WRD00700Tax Data

04/07/2019WRD0080085. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full year cost 
of expanding the Start-Up Refunds for Entrepreneurs, SURE, scheme to include new business 
founders that were previously self-employed; the number of persons availing of the SURE 
scheme; the cost of the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28763/19]

04/07/2019WRD00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Start Up Refunds for Entrepreneurs 
(SURE) provides a refund of tax paid in the previous six tax years to those previously in PAYE 
employment, or recently unemployed, where they invest funds into a new company set up by 
them. 

I am advised by Revenue that there is no statistical basis on which to estimate the cost of 
broadening the scheme to self-employed taxpayers as it is not possible to quantify the potential 
uptake resulting from the proposed change. 

I am also advised by Revenue that the cost and uptake details in respect of the scheme are 
as follows:

Year Cost (€M) Uptake
2016 1.9 80
2015 1.8 86
2014 1.8 59
2013 1.3 60
2012 1.6 88

The most recent year for which data are presently available is 2016, it is expected that 2017 
will be available in the coming weeks.
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Finally, the Deputy may wish to be aware that the most up-to-date information on cost and 
uptake for the scheme is available at the following link:

https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/tax-expendi-
tures/costs-expenditures.aspx.

Questions Nos. 86 and 87 answered with Question No. 76.

04/07/2019WRD01200VAT Registration

04/07/2019WRD0130088. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of in-
creasing the VAT registration threshold for SMEs and the self-employed to €50,000, €60,000, 
€80,000 and €90,000, respectively; if this is possible under EU regulations on VAT; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28766/19]

04/07/2019WRD01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): VAT is governed by the EU VAT Direc-
tive (Council Directive 2006/112/EC), with which Irish VAT law must comply. The Directive 
provides that VAT registration thresholds may only be raised by Member States to maintain 
their value in real terms, that is, they may only be increased in line with inflation. Our VAT 
thresholds were increased to their current values, €37,500 for services and €75,000 for goods, 
on 1 May 2008 and as the Central Statistics Office figures show the consumer price index is 
below the level it reached in 2008, it is not possible to increase these thresholds. 

Ireland’s VAT registration thresholds for small enterprises and the self-employed are among 
the highest in the EU. In addition, SMEs benefit from a range of VAT simplification measures 
including simplified and electronic invoicing, special schemes for retailers and pharmacists, the 
facility to make VAT returns on a bi-annual or annual basis, the cash receipts basis of account-
ing where the trader is not required to pay VAT until payment for the supply is received, the 
facility for small businesses to submit an annual VIES return rather than monthly and the Mini 
One Stop Shop (MOSS) which allows business to register, file and pay VAT due in all Member 
States through the Irish MOSS system.

04/07/2019WRD01500Tax Credits

04/07/2019WRD0160089. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full year cost 
of increasing the research and development tax credit to 30% for unquoted SME companies; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28767/19]

04/07/2019WRD0170090. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full year cost 
of removing the restriction on outsourcing for the research and development tax credit; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28768/19]

04/07/2019WRD0180091. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full year cost 
of accelerating the research and development tax credit from 33 months to 12 months for a 
start-up SME; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28769/19]

04/07/2019WRD0190092. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full year cost 
of having up-front research and development tax credit refunds for early stage scaling compa-
nies; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28770/19]

04/07/2019WRD0200093. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full year cost 
of moving to a pre-approval process for the research and development tax credit; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [28771/19]

04/07/2019WRD02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 89 to 
93, inclusive, together.

I am advised by Revenue that statistical information in respect of the Research & Devel-
opment (R&D) credit is available at link; https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-
about-revenue/statistics/tax-expenditures/index.aspx  for all years up to 2017. 

Regarding Question 89, the estimated cost of increasing the credit to 30% for SMEs (de-
fined here as companies with less than 250 employees) is in the region of €30 million.

Regarding Questions 90 and 92, information in respect of the additional cost of the credit 
that would arise if the outsourcing restriction was lifted, or in respect of the uptake by early 
stage scaling companies, are not available from tax returns data. Therefore, there is no reliable 
basis to allow an estimate of the cost to be provided.

Regarding Question 91 the changes proposed to the R&D credit would have cash-flow 
impacts (in terms of timing of payments to the Exchequer) but would not ultimately incur an 
additional cost assuming there was no widening of the scope of the R&D to which the credit ap-
plies. The impact of these proposals cannot be ascertained in the absence of forecasts of likely 
future expenditure on R&D by such companies. 

Regarding Question 93, a pre-approval process for the R&D credit should not incur an ad-
ditional cost to the exchequer. At present a company claims the R&D tax credit on their self-
assessed tax return. Revenue has advised me that in putting together a claim for the R&D tax 
credit, the company must be satisfied that the claim will pass both the science test (i.e. that the 
activity is a qualifying activity) and the accounting test (i.e. is the amount of the claim correct).

Where, during risk profiling, Revenue identifies an uncertainty in respect of whether or not 
the activities are qualifying R&D activities, it will engage the services of an independent tech-
nical expert to validate the scientific/technological merits of the activity. Should a pre-approval 
process be introduced, limitations on the availability of these experts would give rise to delays, 
potentially acting as a barrier to companies carrying on R&D. In respect of the accounting test, 
it is not possible to verify that an amount is expended on qualifying R&D activities until the 
activity is carried on and the costs incurred. As such, in addition to the difficulty of implement-
ing an equitable pre-approval process in relation to the science test, it is not possible to put in 
place an effective pre-approval process for the accounting test.

04/07/2019WRD02600European Central Bank

04/07/2019WRD0270094. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the analysis carried out on the 
impact of the programme of quantitative easing of the ECB on the economy in terms of GDP, 
GNI* and other metrics in recent years; the forecasts that exist for its impact into the future; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28772/19]

04/07/2019WRD02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The primary objective of the European 
Central Bank (ECB) is to maintain price stability within the euro area by implementing mon-
etary policy which is consistent with an inflation rate of below, but close to, 2 per cent over the 
medium-term. In this regard, the euro area flash headline inflation rate in June was stable at 1.2 
per cent. The ECB projects that inflation will remain below target across the forecast horizon, 
reaching 1.6 per cent in 2021. 
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Quantitative easing (QE) refers to the large-scale asset purchases conducted by the Euro-
pean Central Bank (ECB) in order to combat persistently low inflation. The ECB’s Asset Pur-
chase Programme (APP) and other monetary policy measures made a substantial contribution 
to the economic recovery in the euro area and Ireland. As a small and highly open member of 
the monetary union, disentangling the exact effect of the asset purchase program on Irish GDP 
is difficult. However, euro area estimates suggest that, on the whole, non-standard monetary 
policy measures including the asset purchase program, Targeted Long-Term Refinancing Op-
erations (TLTROs) and others, will increase real GDP by approximately 1.9 percentage points 
cumulatively between 2016 and 2020, with the strongest impact occurring in 2016 and 2017. 
[1]   Any increase in euro area real GDP growth in aggregate also has a strong second round 
impact on Ireland, by increasing foreign demand from Ireland’s trading partners. 

Overall, economic evidence generally points to QE as having had positive effects on the 
European economy, contributing to lowering sovereign debt yields and providing a small boost 
to bank lending, investment, real GDP, headline inflation, and medium-term inflationary expec-
tations. The Irish economy has benefited in particular via a reduction in sovereign borrowing 
costs, additional liquidity in the banking sector, and an improvement in economic activity in 
key export markets. 

Research by the Central Bank [2] has also shown that the announcement effect of the APP 
caused a compression of Irish bond yields. Over the course of the APP, the average yield on 
Irish sovereign bonds decreased, despite increased issuance and a longer maturity profile of out-
standing debt, which demonstrates that the APP had a favourable impact on the cost of servicing 
Irish debt. The decrease in sovereign yields passed through into lower bank funding costs and 
ultimately to more favourable financing conditions to households and firms. 

My Department will continue to monitor monetary policy developments, including with 
respect to growth and inflation in the euro area, and advise accordingly. While it is not possible 
to predict the future path of ECB monetary policy or interest rates, guidance from the ECB sug-
gests that monetary policy is likely to remain accommodative for some time yet. I am aware 
of the ECB President Mario Draghi’s recent speech (18th June) on twenty years of the ECB’s 
monetary policy, where he referred to the current economic outlook and downside risks facing 
the European economy.  President Draghi noted that in the absence of a return of inflation to the 
ECB’s target additional stimulus will be required. Furthermore, in the coming weeks, the ECB 
Governing Council will consider how the instruments at their disposal can be adapted commen-
surate to the severity of the risk to price stability.

[1] Hammermann, Felix & Leonard, Kieran & Nardelli, Stefano & von Landesberger, Ju-
lian, 2019. “Taking stock of the Eurosystem’s asset purchase programme after the end of net 
asset purchases,” Economic Bulletin Articles, European Central Bank, vol. 2. <https://ideas.
repec.org/a/ecb/ecbart/201900021.html>

[2] https://www.centralbank.ie/docs/default-source/publications/quarterly-bulletins/quar-
terly-bulletin-signed-articles/the-irish-government-bond-market-and-quantitative-easing-
(larkin-anderson-and-furlong).pdf  

04/07/2019WRD02900Small and Medium Enterprises Supports

04/07/2019WRD0300095. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full year cost 
of removing the restriction for the key employee engagement programme, KEEP, on employees 
to work in a single company in a group in order to enable them to work in the companies within 
a group structure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28791/19]
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04/07/2019WRD0310096. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full year cost of 
removing the requirement for an employee to work full-time in a company for the key employ-
ee engagement programme, KEEP; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28792/19]

04/07/2019WRD0320097. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full year cost of 
removing the requirement for the key employee engagement programme, KEEP, that all shares 
in a company must be new shares; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28793/19]

04/07/2019WRD0330098. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the cost of the key employee 
engagement programme, KEEP, in 2018; the number of persons that availed of same; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28794/19]

04/07/2019WRD0340099. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full year cost 
of removing the restriction to 50% of the employee’s annual emoluments for the key employee 
engagement programme, KEEP; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28795/19]

04/07/2019WRD03500100. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full year cost 
of increasing the €3 million share option market value restriction to €6, €12 and €24 million, re-
spectively and removing it altogether in relation to the key employee engagement programme, 
KEEP; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28796/19]

04/07/2019WRD03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 95 to 
100, inclusive, together.

The Key Employee Engagement Programme (KEEP) came into effect on 1 January 2018. 
The aim of the incentive is to support SMEs in Ireland in competing with larger enterprises to 
recruit and retain key employees, by way of a targeted share option programme. 

KEEP provides for an exemption from income tax, USC and PRSI on any gain realised on 
the exercise of a qualifying share option.  With limited exceptions, a key employee must hold 
the option for twelve months prior to exercise. However, it is likely that employees may hold 
the KEEP share options for a number of years before exercise, as the options must be granted 
at not less than market value on the date of grant, so a benefit will only arise to the employee if 
the shares increase in value from that date. Where share options are exercised, and the shares 
are subsequently sold, such individuals will be subject to Capital Gains Tax on the disposal of 
the shares.

As KEEP is a demand-led scheme, uptake will depend on the decisions made by qualify-
ing SME companies with regard to the offering of share options to employees, and also on the 
growth in value of the employer company shares in the period between grant and exercise of 
the options.  The uptake of KEEP thus far has been limited. Given the longer-term nature of the 
incentive, Revenue has, as yet, relatively little information on which to estimate the cost and 
other consequences of possible changes.

I am advised by Revenue that, as there is no information available on the potential increased 
uptake of KEEP if employees were allowed to work in multiple companies within a group 
structure, or if the shares were not restricted to new shares, there is no underlying data on which 
to estimate a cost of removing such restrictions. Under KEEP, only full-time employees or 
directors who are required to work at least 30 hours per week with a company are eligible to 
participate. 

I am also advised by Revenue that there is no information on the potential increased uptake 
of the programme if the requirement in respect of being a full-time employee was removed.  As 
such, there is no underlying data on which to estimate the cost of such a change.
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I am further advised by Revenue that some 10 companies granted qualifying share options 
to 87 key employees during 2018 (the first year of the scheme). As no exercises occurred in 
2018, there is no cost to the exchequer for 2018 in terms of income tax, USC and PRSI.  Returns 
for 2019, which will contain details of all options granted and exercised during 2019, will not 
be filed with Revenue until 31 March 2020. 

With a view to enhancing the attractiveness of the scheme, Finance Act 2018 amended the 
restriction applying to the total market value of shares which can be granted by the qualifying 
company to a qualifying employee, by increasing the limit from 50% of salary to 100% of sal-
ary (i.e. that participants may now receive of equal values of shares and salary).  This required 
state aid approval from the European Commission, which has recently been granted, and I ex-
pect to commence this change shortly. Revenue advise me that there is no underlying data on 
which to estimate the cost of this change. 

Currently, the total market value of the issued but unexercised qualifying share option a 
company may grant cannot exceed €3 million.  Revenue advise me that it is not possible to 
estimate the number of companies who might exceed the €6 million, €12 million or €24 million 
thresholds outlined by the Deputy and thus benefit from raising this restriction or removing it.

Finally, and as the Deputy may be aware, my Department recently carried out a public con-
sultation process in relation to KEEP and other tax incentives targeted at the SME sector with 
a view to identifying possible enhancements that might be made to the scheme to make it more 
efficient and effective. The intention is that issues raised by stakeholders during the consulta-
tion will be analysed and proposals will be submitted to me for consideration in the context of 
this year’s Finance Bill.

04/07/2019WRD04200Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

04/07/2019WRD04300101. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance if he will act on comments made 
by the Ombudsman (details supplied) and also communicated directly to him by the Ombuds-
man; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28824/19]

04/07/2019WRD04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Disabled Drivers and Disabled 
Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme provides relief from VAT and VRT (up to a certain limit) 
on the purchase of an adapted car for transport of a person with specific severe and permanent 
physical disabilities, payment of a Fuel Grant, and an exemption from Motor Tax. 

To qualify for the Scheme an applicant must be in possession of a Primary Medical Certifi-
cate. To qualify for a Primary Medical Certificate, an applicant must satisfy one of the following 
conditions:    

- be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both legs; 

- be wholly without the use of one leg and almost wholly without the use of the other leg 
such that the applicant is severely restricted as to movement of the lower limbs; 

- be without both hands or without both arms; 

- be without one or both legs; 

- be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both hands or arms and wholly or almost 
wholly without the use of one leg; 

- have the medical condition of dwarfism and have serious difficulties of movement of the 
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lower limbs.  

The Scheme represents a significant tax expenditure. Between the Vehicle Registration Tax 
and VAT foregone, and the fuel grant, the scheme cost €65m in each of 2016 and 2017, rising 
to €70m in 2018. This figure does not include the revenue foregone in respect of the relief from 
Motor Tax provided to members of the Scheme.  

I understand and fully sympathise with any person who suffers from a serious physical dis-
ability and can’t access the scheme under the current criteria. However, given the scope and 
scale of the scheme, any possible changes to it can only be made after careful consideration, 
taking into account the existing and prospective cost of the scheme as well as the availability 
of other schemes which seek to help with the mobility of disabled persons, and the interaction 
between each of these schemes.  

Accordingly, I have no plans to amend the qualifying medical criteria for the Disabled Driv-
ers and Disabled Passengers Scheme at this time.

04/07/2019WRD04500Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

04/07/2019WRD04600102. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance his plans to amend and im-
prove the criteria for the primary medical certificate in view of the difficulties facing applicants 
and the high level of applications being rejected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28847/19]

04/07/2019WRD04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Disabled Drivers and Disabled 
Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme provides relief from VAT and VRT (up to a certain limit) 
on the purchase of an adapted car for transport of a person with specific severe and permanent 
physical disabilities, payment of a Fuel Grant, and an exemption from Motor Tax. 

To qualify for the Scheme an applicant must be in possession of a Primary Medical Certifi-
cate. To qualify for a Primary Medical Certificate, an applicant must satisfy one of the following 
conditions: 

 - be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both legs; 

- be wholly without the use of one leg and almost wholly without the use of the other leg 
such that the applicant is severely restricted as to movement of the lower limbs; 

- be without both hands or without both arms; 

- be without one or both legs; 

- be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both hands or arms and wholly or almost 
wholly without the use of one leg; 

- have the medical condition of dwarfism and have serious difficulties of movement of the 
lower limbs.  

The Scheme represents a significant tax expenditure. Between the Vehicle Registration Tax 
and VAT foregone, and the fuel grant, the scheme cost €65m in each of 2016 and 2017, rising 
to €70m in 2018. This figure does not include the revenue foregone in respect of the relief from 
Motor Tax provided to members of the Scheme.  

I understand and fully sympathise with any person who suffers from a serious physical dis-
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ability and can’t access the scheme under the current criteria. However, given the scope and 
scale of the scheme, any possible changes to it can only be made after careful consideration, 
taking into account the existing and prospective cost of the scheme as well as the availability 
of other schemes which seek to help with the mobility of disabled persons, and the interaction 
between each of these schemes.  

Accordingly, I have no plans to amend the qualifying medical criteria for the Disabled Driv-
ers and Disabled Passengers Scheme at this time.

04/07/2019WRE00200Help-To-Buy Scheme Expenditure

04/07/2019WRE00300103. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the cost of the help to buy 
scheme to date; the cost of the scheme by each year of its operation; if the cost of continuing the 
scheme in 2020 is already provided for in the base; his views on the continuation of the scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28856/19]

04/07/2019WRE00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Help to Buy incentive (HTB) was 
announced in Budget 2017 and backdated to apply from 19 Jul 2016.  I am advised by Revenue 
that the total cost of the incentive to 31 May 2019, the most recent month for which data are 
available, is in the order of €177.5 million. 

I am also advised by Revenue that the cost of the scheme by each year of its operation is as 
follows:

Year Cost (€M)
2019* 35.4
2018 73.2
2017 50.5
2016 18.4

*to 31 May 2019

 The Help to Buy incentive (HTB) is scheduled to expire on 31 December 2019.  This is 
provided for in Section 477C of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997. Accordingly, there is no 
provision in the current budgetary arithmetic in respect of the measure beyond end-December 
2019. As is normal practice, the role and operation of the incentive will be examined in the con-
text of the forthcoming Budget and Finance Bill process.  It would be premature at this point to 
anticipate the outcome of that examination.

04/07/2019WRE00500State Banking Sector Regulation

04/07/2019WRE00600104. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if State owned banks are in-
vesting in or lending to companies directly involved in fossil fuel extraction; if so, the extent of 
such commercial activities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28862/19]

04/07/2019WRE00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to inform the Deputy that this in-
formation is not in the possession of my Department. Furthermore decisions in regards to com-
mercial activities are the sole responsibility of the boards and management of the individual 
banks which must be run on an independent and commercial basis. The independence of these 
banks is protected by Relationship Frameworks which are legally binding documents that can-
not be changed unilaterally. These frameworks are publicly available and were insisted upon by 
the European Commission to protect competition in the Irish market.
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However the Deputy may find the annual AIB Sustainability Report useful (it can be 
found at https://aib.ie/content/dam/aib/personal/docs/sustainability/sustainability-summary-
report-2018.pdf ). The PTSB annual report also contains information which may of interest (it 
can be found at   https://www.permanenttsbgroup.ie/~/media/Files/I/Irish-Life-And-Permanent/
Attachments/pdf/2019/2018-full-year-report-for-ptsbgh-27022019.pdf ).

04/07/2019WRE00800Economic Competitiveness

04/07/2019WRE00900105. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if he has had meetings with the 
Irish Fiscal Advisory Council to discuss the National Competitiveness Council report Cost of 
Doing Business in Ireland 2019 since it was published; the actions or issues that were identified 
to implement urgently; the actions that will be taken to tackle the competitiveness deficiencies 
and increased cost of doing business across several sectors and metrics in the report; the imme-
diate actions he will be taking in areas for which he has a policy remit; the meetings he has had 
with Ministerial colleagues and State agencies under his remit since the report was published 
regarding actions to be taken; and if further studies will be commissioned by him on competi-
tiveness weaknesses in the economy and the cost of doing business. [28998/19]

04/07/2019WRE01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Under the Fiscal Responsibility Act 
2012, the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council (IFAC) has been assigned responsibility for examin-
ing and reporting on the appropriateness of the fiscal stance in Ireland. This is in line with the 
Treaty on Stability, Coordination and Governance in the Economic and Monetary Union. 

One of its functions under the Act involves IFAC providing an independent assessment of 
the official macroeconomic forecasts of the Department of Finance. This is the so-called ‘en-
dorsement function’ which requires that IFAC “endorse, as it considers appropriate, the mac-
roeconomic forecasts prepared by the Department of Finance on which the Budget and Stability 
Programme will be based ”. 

It is in this context that my officials meet with members of the IFAC Secretariat and Council 
as part of the Stability Programme Update (SPU) and the Budget process each year. However, 
beyond the Council’s statutory functions, as provided for under the 2012 Fiscal Responsibility 
Act, IFAC has no legislative role in the production or analysis of the National Competitiveness 
Council (NCC) reports. I can confirm therefore that neither I nor my officials have had any 
meetings with the IFAC in this regard. 

Separately, a representative from my Department attends the meetings of the NCC in an 
advisory capacity. However, policy responsibility for competitiveness issues lies with the Min-
ister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (BEI) and as such, the NCC prepares and submits 
its reports to the Taoiseach and the Government, through the Minister for Business, Enterprise 
and Innovation.

The Department of Finance perspective is that as a small open economy, it is essential 
that we maintain our competitiveness and ensure that the cost of doing business does not act 
as an impediment to this. In this regard, Future Jobs Ireland is an integral component of the 
Government’s over-arching plan for the future of the Irish economy. Given the central role that 
the NCC plays in informing competitiveness and productivity policy, in Future Jobs 2019 the 
Government has committed to responding to the NCC’s annual priority recommendations to 
enhance productivity and competitiveness performance. 

As we look to the future, we must be cognisant of the risks to the outlook posed by Brexit, 
increasing protectionism and changes to the international tax landscape. Given these challenges 
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over the horizon, the government remains committed to ensuring that our economy is as resil-
ient in bad times as it is dynamic in good times.  

As Minister for Finance, the best way to ensure that we chart a way forward through these 
uncertain times ahead, is through continued prudent budgetary policy, careful management of 
the public finances and by ensuring we focus on competitiveness-oriented policies.

04/07/2019WRE01100Credit Union Regulation

04/07/2019WRE01200106. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance if he will meet with the presi-
dent of an organisation (details supplied) with regard to the Central Bank legislation on the 
regulation of credit unions; the specific provisions in such legislation which recognise the fact 
that credit unions have a community remit rather than the shareholder remit of commercial 
banks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29018/19]

04/07/2019WRE01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to inform the Deputy that I have 
had extensive engagement with the credit union sector to date this year. In February, I held a 
credit union stakeholder engagement event which was attended by the President of the organi-
sation that the Deputy refers to in his question. I also attended and spoke at that organisation’s 
AGM in April. These events provided me with valuable feedback from the credit union sector 
itself.  In addition the Credit Union Advisory Committee is currently conducting a survey of all 
credit union directors, which I hope will provide valuable data to inform future policy.  

The Deputy will also be pleased to note that I intend to arrange a further stakeholder engage-
ment session with the president of the organisation referred to, along with other credit union 
representative bodies, to cover a range of topics of importance to the sector including legislative 
and regulatory issues. Officials in my Department will engage with the organisation concerned 
in due course to arrange this meeting. The Deputy may also wish to note that officials within my 
Department have regular and extensive engagement with the sector, including the credit union 
representative bodies.

In terms of regulation, credit unions are regulated and supervised under the Credit Union 
Act, 1997. The Registrar of Credit Unions at the Central Bank is the independent regulator for 
credit unions. Within his independent regulatory discretion, the Registrar acts to support the 
prudential soundness of individual credit unions, to maintain sector stability, and to protect the 
savings of credit union members.

04/07/2019WRE01400Real Estate Investment Trusts

04/07/2019WRE01500107. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of dividend 
withholding tax paid by REITs here each year since REITs were established in Irish legislation; 
the amount of dividend withholding tax refunded to shareholders in each of these years; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [29021/19]

04/07/2019WRE01600108. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount of dividend 
withholding tax paid by IREFs here each year since IREFs were established in Irish legislation; 
the amount of dividend withholding tax refunded to shareholders in each of these years; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [29022/19]

04/07/2019WRE01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 107 
and 108 together.
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In relation to the Deputy’s question on Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs), the rules 
on REITs in Ireland are set out in Part 25A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 and were in-
troduced by Finance Act 2013. Irish REITs are collective investment vehicles which invest in 
Irish property. The income and gains from Irish property are not taxed within the REIT but are 
instead taxed in the hands of the investor when distributed. REITs must distribute at least 85% 
of their property profits and gains to shareholders each year. A REIT is subject to corporation 
tax on any income or gains arising from any other business (i.e. non-property business) that it 
carries on.  

Dividend Withholding Tax (DWT) at 20% must be applied to all distributions from REITs, 
other than those distributed to certain limited classes of investors such as pensions and charities 
as they are more generally exempt from tax. I am advised by Revenue that the available infor-
mation is the net DWT collected in respect of dividends paid by REITs for 2015 onwards and is 
set out in the following table. Identification of the refunds of DWT specific to REITs payments 
is not readily available as it would require a review of the returns of individual taxpayers.

Year Amount of DWT Collected 
2015 €4.0m 
2016 €7.8m 
2017 €11.8m 
2018 €12.4m 

In relation to the Deputy’s second question, Section 23 Finance Act 2016 introduced, and 
Section 18 Finance Act 2017 amended, the Irish Real Estate Fund (IREF) regime, which took 
effect for accounting periods commencing on or after 1 January 2017. Unit holders in an IREF 
are subject to IREF withholding tax at a rate of 20% on payments made to them by the fund. 
IREFs are required to declare and pay this withholding tax on an annual basis. I am advised by 
Revenue that the first return and payment of IREF withholding tax was due 31 July 2018, for 
funds having accounting periods that ended in the second half of 2017.  The amount of IREF 
withholding tax collected on the distribution of profits by relevant IREFs was  approximately 
€9m for this period. 

Returns were due to Revenue in January in respect of funds with accounting periods ending 
in the six months to July of 2018.  These returns are currently being analysed and information 
will be available in due course. As is the case with REITs, identification of the refunds of DWT 
specific to IREF payments is not readily available as it would require a review of the returns of 
individual taxpayers.

04/07/2019WRE01900Tax Appeals Commission

04/07/2019WRE02000109. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of times the 
Revenue Commissioners appealed Tax Appeals Commission decisions to the courts in each 
year since the establishment of the Tax Appeals Commission; the value of tax at the centre of 
those appeals; the outcome of those appeals; the number of appeals still awaiting a court deci-
sion; the value of those appeals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29023/19]

04/07/2019WRE02100110. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of times  tax-
payers appealed Tax Appeals Commission decisions to the courts in each year since the estab-
lishment of the Tax Appeals Commission; the value of tax at the centre of those appeals; the 
outcome of those appeals; the number of appeals still awaiting a court decision; the value of 
those appeals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29024/19]
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04/07/2019WRE02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 109 
and 110 together.

The Tax Appeals Commission was established on 21 March 2016. A party to an appeal 
which is dissatisfied with a Tax Appeals Commission determination on the grounds that the 
determination is erroneous on a point of law, may require the Appeal Commissioner to state and 
sign a “case stated” for the opinion of the High Court. A request for a case stated does not neces-
sarily mean that an appeal will be filed at the High Court – the ultimate decision as to whether 
or not to lodge the appeal to the High Court rests with the party who requested the case stated.

I am advised by the Tax Appeals Commission that the following table shows the number of 
determinations which resulted in a request to state and sign a case stated by the Appeals Com-
missioner, since establishment:

Year Request for cases stated 
2016 0 
2017 3 
2018 11 
2019 8 
Total 22 

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the following table contains information 
in relation to the years 2016 to date for the number of instances in which the Revenue Com-
missioners have appealed a determination of the Appeal Commissioners to the courts and the 
outcome of these appeals. 

Year No. ap-
peals 

Settled and/or 
withdrawn

Awaiting a 
hearing 

Struck out Awaiting a 
decision 

Revenue un-
successful 

2016 1 1 
2017 2 2 
2018 2 1 1 
2019 2 2 
Total 7 Nil 2 1 2 2 

The following table contains information in relation to the years 2016 to date for the number 
of cases in which a taxpayer has appealed a determination of the Appeal Commissioners to the 
courts and the outcome of these appeals. 

Year No. appeals Settled and/or 
withdrawn 

Awaiting a 
hearing 

Struck out Awaiting a 
decision 

2016 0 
2017 1 1 
2018 6 3 2 1 
2019 0 
Total 7 3 3 Nil 1 

I am further advised by both the Revenue Commissioners and the Tax Appeals Commission 
that neither are in a position to provide information on the value of the tax at the centre of these 
appeals in the time allowed for the reply to these questions.
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The Revenue Commissioners however will carry out an exercise to obtain the information 
concerned and they will communicate directly with the Deputy in that regard.  However, in that 
context, it is important to note that all taxpayers are entitled to confidentiality in the handling 
of their tax affairs, including in the case of matters that end up subject to the appeals process. 
Consequently, in providing any statistical information in relation to a relatively small number 
of cases that have been appealed to the courts, the Revenue Commissioners must be mindful 
that they do not inadvertently breach, or run the risk of breaching in the future, their statutory 
obligation under section 851A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 to preserve a taxpayer’s 
right to confidentiality. 

The Tax Appeals Commission do not keep a record of the value of tax in relation to these 
appeals. An application to the High Court following a case stated is a matter for the parties to 
an appeal and this information is not available to the Tax Appeals Commission.

04/07/2019WRE02400Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland Data

04/07/2019WRE02500111. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number and value of 
Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland  loans approved each year since it was established; 
the number and value of loans issued each year for the same years by sector in the economy in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29025/19]

04/07/2019WRE02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Strategic Banking Corporation of 
Ireland (SBCI) is Ireland’s national promotional institution. The purpose of the SBCI is to de-
liver effective financial supports to Irish SMEs, address gaps and potential failures in the Irish 
SME finance market, as well as encouraging competition and innovation, and facilitating the 
efficient and effective use of EU resources and financial instruments. The SBCI achieves this 
through the provision of low cost liquidity and risk-sharing guarantee activities that support the 
provision of appropriately priced, flexible funding to Irish SMEs.  

Instead of lending directly to SMEs, the SBCI operates through partner finance providers, 
known as on-lenders. The SBCI has provided funding to a mixture of both banks and non-bank 
finance providers and currently has 6 on-lenders, 3 bank and 3 non-bank finance providers: 
AIB, Bank of Ireland, Ulster Bank, Finance Ireland Limited, Bibby Financial Services Ireland, 
and FEXCO Asset Finance.  

The SBCI’s priority is meeting the credit needs of SMEs not currently being fully met by the 
private sector. Consequently, the SBCI’s lending to SMEs is largely driven by market demands. 
Figures provided by the SBCI to my Department show that, since the SBCI began its activi-
ties in March 2015, to the end of December 2018, the total amount of SBCI supported lending 
activity, through the provision of liquidity, was €900 million to 21,783 Irish SMEs supporting 
141,658 jobs. Under the SBCI’s risk sharing schemes, €152 million has been drawn down by 
4,278 SMEs, this has supported 6,572 jobs. The SMEs who have received SBCI finance are 
from a variety of business sectors with agriculture consistently representing the largest sector. 

A breakdown of the SBCI’s supported lending for each year and broken down by sector is 
provided in the following tables:  

2015

Liquidity Scheme: 4,558 loans drawn totalling €205,729,822
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Sector Number Value
Accommodation & Food 
Service

6% 15%

Admin & Support Service 17% 10%
Agriculture 38% 23%
Construction 5% 2%
Manufacturing 5% 10%
Other 9% 15%
Professional & Scientific 4% 4%
Transport & Storage 3% 3%
Wholesale & Retail Trade 13% 18%

 2016

Liquidity Scheme: 8,161 loans drawn totalling €367,896,310

Sector Number Value
Accommodation & Food 
Service

6% 14%

Admin & Support Service 16% 9%
Agriculture 37% 22%
Construction 7% 5%
Manufacturing 5% 7%
Other 9% 15%
Professional & Scientific 4% 5%
Transport & Storage 4% 5%
Wholesale & Retail Trade 12% 18%

2017

Liquidity Scheme: 6,099 loans drawn totalling €215,508,073

Sector Number Value
Accommodation & Food 
Service

5% 9%

Admin & Support Service 13% 12%
Agriculture 42% 28%
Construction 9% 9%
Manufacturing 4% 7%
Other 8% 12%
Professional & Scientific 3% 3%
Transport & Storage 4% 5%
Wholesale & Retail Trade 12% 15%

Agriculture Cashflow Support Loan Scheme: 4,247 loans drawn totalling €144,945,687
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Sector Number Value
Beef 47% 39%
Dairy 38% 45%
Horticulture 1% 1%
Other 6% 5%
Pigmeat 1% 1%
Sheepmeat 3% 2%
Tillage 4% 7%

2018

Liquidity Scheme: 2,987 loans drawn totalling €110,636,574

Sector Number Value
Beef 47% 39%
Dairy 38% 45%
Horticulture 1% 1%
Other 6% 5%
Pigmeat 1% 1%
Sheepmeat 3% 2%
Tillage 4% 7%

 Brexit Loan Scheme:  60 loans drawn totalling €13,645,025

Sector Number
Accommodation & Food Service 2%
Agriculture (Non Primary) 2%
Construction Sector 3%Number
ManufacturingAccommodation & Food 
Service

30%2%

Other 30%
Professional & Scientific 6%
Wholesale & Retail Trade 27%

The SBCI continues to work on developing new innovative products, such as the Brexit 
Loan Scheme, and the Future Growth Loan Scheme. The Deputy may rest assured that the 
SBCI is working to develop a more diverse range of on-lenders and innovative products. This 
means it is constantly adapting to meet the evolving requirements of the SME finance market, 
and contribute to a sustainable, inclusive and competitive economy.

04/07/2019WRE02700Proposed Legislation

04/07/2019WRE02800112. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when he expects the central 
bank (amendment) Bill to be introduced into the Houses of the Oireachtas; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [29028/19]
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04/07/2019WRE02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As I announced recently, I received the 
agreement of Government on 18th June to begin the process of drafting heads of a Central Bank 
Amendment Bill. This follows extensive preparatory work by my officials, in consultation with 
the Central Bank, over the past year. 

The next step in the process is engagement by my officials with the Office of the Parliamen-
tary Counsel to begin drafting Heads of Bill.  The issues being addressed by this legislation are 
complex and are required to be constitutionally sound in the event of legal challenge. This will 
require careful drafting to ensure that the proposed legislation is robust, fit for purpose, and le-
gally sound. It is my intention to bring forward draft heads of Bill to Government for approval 
later this year and to progress the Bill for debate in the Houses following this.  

The proposed legislation is necessary and timely and will drive positive changes in terms of 
wider banking culture, greater delegation of responsibilities, and enhanced accountability while 
simplifying the taking of sanctions against individuals who fail in their financial sector roles.  

It is intended that the legislation will give the Central Bank the power to make regulations 
intended to drive greater accountability in the financial sector, raising the standards of expected 
behaviour for individuals and firms, in order to achieve better outcomes for consumers and im-
prove the sustainability of the financial system. 

The draft Heads of Bill will provide for: 

- Introduction of a Senior Executive Accountability Regime (SEAR) which places obliga-
tions on firms and senior individuals within them to set out clearly where responsibility and 
decision-making lies;

- Introduction of Conduct Standards for individuals and firms to provide for statutory pow-
ers to set and impose binding and enforceable obligations on all Regulated Financial Service 
Providers (RFSPs) and individuals working within them with respect to expected standards of 
conduct; 

- An enhanced Fitness & Probity Regime which includes provisions to enhance its effec-
tive operation and its ability to support the Central Bank’s proposed individual accountability 
framework and the conduct standards for individuals and firms;

- Breaking the “Participation Link” which addresses the known deficiency in the legislation 
which requires the Central Bank to first prove a contravention of financial services legislation 
against a RFSP before it can take an action against an individual; and

- Technical amendments to improve existing legislation and clarify certain statutory pro-
cesses.

I also intend to address the principles set forth in Deputy Pearse Doherty’s Private Mem-
ber’s legislation, around the provision of false and misleading information to the Central Bank.

04/07/2019WRE03000Proposed Legislation

04/07/2019WRE03100113. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when he plans to introduce 
amendment legislation regarding limited partnerships; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29030/19]

04/07/2019WRE03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The updating of the Investment Lim-
ited Partnership (ILP) Act, 1994 is a priority on the Government’s legislative programme. The 
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ILP Act has been in use since 1994 and it is widely acknowledged that it needs to be updated 
to fit the environment and its intended clientele.  There have been significant changes in the 
financial area in the past 25 years and the revisions contained in the published Bill are aimed at 
modernising the legislation.  In doing so, this will underpin one of the strategic priorities in the 
recently published ‘Ireland for Finance’ strategy document, which is to make Ireland a global 
location for private equity funds. 

The Bill of the amendments to the 1994 ILP Act was recently published. The intention is 
to progress the Bill through the Oireachtas as soon as possible and with the cooperation of all 
concerned it is hoped that it will have passed all stages this year. With this in mind, I anticipate 
that the Bill will be introduced into the House in the early Autumn session.

04/07/2019WRE03300Brexit Issues

04/07/2019WRE03400114. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
withdrawal of the UK from the European Union will have an effect on the ability of educational 
institutions based here to apply for INTERREG funding; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28817/19]

04/07/2019WRE03500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, Ireland and the UK are currently partners in two EU-funded cross-border 
Cooperation Programmes, PEACE and INTERREG, with a total value of €550 million over 
the period 2014-2020.  These programmes are 85% funded by the EU through the European 
Regional Development Fund under the European Union’s Cohesion Policy.

 The two programmes are important drivers of regional development in a cross-border con-
text.   Through EU-funded cooperation, a range of organisations North and South, including 
educational institutions, have engaged in and benefitted from a variety of cross-border and 
cross-community projects.      

 The Irish Government has been clear and consistent about its commitment to the success-
ful implementation of the current PEACE and INTERREG programmes and to a successor 
programme post-2020.

As regards the current programmes, the draft Withdrawal Agreement would enable them to 
be completed without interruption or amendment up to their normal closure.  In the event of 
no agreement, the EU has adopted a special Regulation   that will enable the two programmes 
to continue to be financed from the EU budget, under current management structures and with 
funding levels unchanged, until closure.  

As regards a future programme, the European Commission has responded to the Irish Gov-
ernment’s support for a future programme with a proposal for a special new PEACE PLUS 
programme that will build on and continue the work of PEACE and INTERREG into the future.

04/07/2019WRE03600Flood Relief Schemes

04/07/2019WRE03700115. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 89 of 26 April 2018, the status of plans for a flood relief 
scheme in Ballinhassig, County Cork; the funding committed; the next steps in the process; 
the timeline for the completion of the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28821/19]
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04/07/2019WRE03800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): A pre-feasibility study into the flooding issues in Ballinhassig has been com-
pleted by the Office of Public Works (OPW) and has identified a preferred option for the area. 
Further assessment of the environmental impacts is currently being reviewed to inform the 
planning process, after which the project will progress to planning and detailed design. While 
it is not possible to provide a timeframe for the project at this time, provision has been made 
in OPW’s multi annual financial profiles for the progression of the scheme to implementation.

04/07/2019WRE03900Home Loan Scheme

04/07/2019WRE04000116. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he has made a decision to enable more finance to be obtained for the Rebuilding Ireland home 
loan scheme; if not, when he expects to be in a position to make the decision; the extra amount 
he will authorise for the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29027/19]

04/07/2019WRE04100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Rebuild-
ing Ireland Home Loan launched in February 2018 with initial funding of €200m expected to 
issue over three years. The actual level of demand has been higher than expected, as result of 
which, the scheme requires a further tranche of funds to be borrowed by the HFA for it to con-
tinue.  

The Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government and I have been in discussions 
regarding additional funding. The request is subject to the normal deliberations afforded to any 
request of such nature, which would include general government balance and debt consider-
ations in the context of a uniquely challenging budgetary situation for 2020. Further informa-
tion regarding the estimation of the amount of extra funding is a matter for the Department of 
Housing, Planning and Local Government. It is anticipated that an announcement regarding 
further funding for the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan will be announced shortly.

04/07/2019WRE04200Capital Expenditure Programme

04/07/2019WRE04300117. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
spend for capital projects in County Waterford in each of the years 2014 to 2018 and to date 
in 2019, by project and cost in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28658/19]

04/07/2019WRE04400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister 
for Public Expenditure & Reform I am responsible for setting the overall capital allocations 
across Departments and for monitoring monthly expenditure at Departmental level.  The re-
sponsibility for the management and delivery of the individual investment projects, within the 
time period 2014 - 2019, rests with the individual sponsoring Department in each case. 

Under the umbrella of Project Ireland 2040, the Government has allocated capital fund-
ing for the national priorities set out in the National Planning Framework (NPF).  The three 
Regional Assemblies are responsible for co-ordinating, promoting and supporting the strategic 
planning and sustainable development of their regions, by formulating Regional Spatial and 
Economic Strategies (RSES).  The strategy for the South Eastern Region provides the oppor-
tunity for the priorities of Waterford, for example the priorities included in the existing County 
Development Plan, to be integrated into a regional investment plan which is expected to be a 
major driver of the implementation of the NPF.
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A regional report on the South-East has been published on the Project Ireland 2040 website.  
The report details the specific regional projects and programmes which are being planned and 
delivered in the South-East as part of the public investment detailed in Project Ireland 2040, the 
Government’s National Planning Framework and National Development Plan. 

I might also add that my Department publishes a major capital projects tracker, which sets 
out details of the key projects and programmes being implemented under the NDP, including 
the location of the projects where possible.  The Tracker includes a number of major projects 
directly related to Waterford.  The tracker currently focuses on projects and programmes with 
costs greater than €20 million.  While it does not provide an exhaustive list of all capital ex-
penditure, the list of projects serves to highlight the diverse range of infrastructural demands 
competing for the resources of the State.

04/07/2019WRE04500Ministerial Transport

04/07/2019WRE04600118. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the model 
of the car or cars used by him in the performance of his official duties; and if it is a diesel, petrol 
or electric engine. [28717/19]

04/07/2019WRE04700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The car used 
for official duties is a Skoda Superb with a diesel engine.

04/07/2019WRE04800Public Procurement Contracts

04/07/2019WRE04900119. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to increase the threshold over which all public tenders have to go on e-tenders; his further 
plans to increase the level allowed for local tendering to facilitate the possibility of small local 
companies getting more contracts in order to sustain local small businesses nationally; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28832/19]

04/07/2019WRE05000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Public Pro-
curement is governed by WTO, EU and National rules and guidelines. The aim of these rules 
is to promote an open, competitive and non-discriminatory public procurement regime which 
delivers best value for money.  

WTO rules and EU Directives on public procurement require that public works, supplies 
and service contracts above certain thresholds must be advertised on the Official Journal of 
the EU and awarded on the basis of objective and non-restrictive criteria. For works contracts, 
the threshold is €5,548,000; for supplies and service contracts awarded by Government De-
partments, the threshold is €144,000 and for the remainder of public bodies, the threshold is 
€221,000. The threshold for supplies and service contracts of entities operating in utility sectors 
(water, energy, transport and postal) is €443,000.  For contracts below these thresholds, the 
general requirement is that they be advertised on the national public procurement website www.
etenders.gov.ie or, depending on value, awarded on the basis of a competitive process of direct 
invitation to an adequate number of suitable suppliers.   

In addition, the Deputy will be aware that the Office of Government Procurement developed 
Circular 10/14 which is aimed at facilitating small and medium-sized enterprises in competing 
for public procurement opportunities. In this regard, the following national rules apply to below 
EU threshold procurements:
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- All public contracts for supplies and services with an estimated value of €25,000 (exclu-
sive of VAT) and upwards should be advertised on the national public procurement website, 
www.etenders.gov.ie.       

- The advertising threshold for works is set at €50,000 (exclusive of VAT).  

- Suppliers of goods and services and especially the SME sector are encouraged to register 
on the e-Tenders website and avail of its facilities including receiving automatic alerts in rela-
tion to future tendering opportunities.

It is worth noting that these thresholds were reviewed last year in consultation with the SME 
Advisory Group, chaired by my colleague, Minister of State O’Donovan, which is comprised 
of representatives from IBEC, SFA, CIF, ISME and Chambers Ireland and it was recommended 
that the national thresholds remain at the current levels. The main reasons for setting the na-
tional thresholds at these levels is to open up public procurement opportunities to small and 
medium sized enterprises (SMEs) and to achieve value for taxpayer’s money through competi-
tive and transparent tendering processes. It is a basic principle of public procurement that a 
competitive process should be used. 

These thresholds for advertising on etenders will be kept under review in light of the impact 
on operational efficiency, value for money and accessibility to business opportunities, particu-
larly the SME sector.

04/07/2019WRE05100School Staff

04/07/2019WRE05200120. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
staffing levels at a school (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28619/19]

04/07/2019WRE05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The key factor for determining 
the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the 
relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30th September. 

The school referred to by the Deputy is due to have one teaching post suppressed due to a 
fall in enrolments in September 2018. 

The staffing process includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit a staffing appeal 
under certain criteria to an independent Appeals Board. It is open to Boards of Management to 
assess the criteria which best applies to their school and submit an appeal to the Primary Staff-
ing Appeals Board. To date, the Department has not received a staffing appeal from the school 
referred to by the Deputy.

Circular 0019/2019, “Staffing Arrangements in Primary Schools for the 2019/20 School 
Year” provides details for schools wishing to make an appeal.

04/07/2019WRE05400Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

04/07/2019WRE05500121. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding options 
available to a person at work who wishes to undertake a course alongside their employment 
to learn new skills to complement their work; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28649/19]
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04/07/2019WRE05600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The main support available to 
students is the statutory based SUSI grant scheme. The scheme supported circa 78,000 students 
in 2018/19. 

Under the terms of the student grant scheme, grant assistance is awarded to students who 
meet the prescribed conditions of funding including those relating to nationality, residency, 
previous academic attainment and means.  Funding is available to students who meet the above 
criteria and are attending approved full-time courses in approved institutions, part time courses 
are not covered by the scheme

If a student is pursuing part-time studies then tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be 
claimed in respect of tuition fees paid for approved courses at approved colleges of higher 
education, including approved undergraduate and postgraduate courses in EU Member States. 
Further information on this tax relief is available from the Revenue Commissioners at www.
revenue.ie

04/07/2019WRE05700Schools Establishment

04/07/2019WRE05800122. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to sup-
port the building of an Educate Together secondary school in County Waterford; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28659/19]

04/07/2019WRE05900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 
school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of 
sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level. 

Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter de-
mand in that area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department engages 
with each of the local authorities to obtain the up-to-date data on significant new residential 
development in each area.  This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure planning is 
keeping pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture with planned 
new residential development. 

Where data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such additional 
provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depending on the 
circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

A patronage process is run after it has been decided, based on demographic analysis, that 
a new school is required.  This patronage process is open to all patron bodies and prospective 
patrons.  Parental preferences for each patron, from parents of children who reside in the school 
planning areas concerned, together with the extent of diversity currently available in these ar-
eas, are key to decisions in relation to the outcome of this process. 

As the Deputy may be aware, in April 2018 the Government announced plans for the estab-
lishment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022). This announcement follows 
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nationwide demographic exercises carried out by my Department into the future need for pri-
mary and post-primary schools across the country and the 4-year horizon will enable increased 
lead-in times for planning and delivery of the necessary infrastructure.

In addition to the new schools announced, there will be a need for further school accom-
modation in other areas in the future.  

While the announcement did not include a new post-primary school in the Waterford school 
planning area, the requirement for new schools will be kept under on-going review and in par-
ticular will have regard for the increased roll-out of housing provision as outlined in Project 
Ireland 2040.

04/07/2019WRF00200Schools Amalgamation

04/07/2019WRF00300123. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding  a school (details supplied); if in the context of a forthcoming amalgamation with a 
neighbouring school, an application for additional accommodation and support rooms will be 
expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28660/19]

04/07/2019WRF00400125. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the additional sup-
ports available to a school (details supplied) that is amalgamating with a smaller school; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28662/19]

04/07/2019WRF00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 123 and 125 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that the initiative for any amalgamation may come from a vari-
ety of sources, such as parents, staff, Board of Management and patron(s). Any such proposal to 
amalgamate schools must involve consultation with all of the relevant stakeholders and follow 
decisions taken at local level.  In that regard, any proposed changes must be well planned and 
managed in a manner that accommodates the interests of parents, teachers and local commu-
nities and contributes to an inclusive education system. Any proposals are then subject to the 
approval of the Patron(s) and my Department. 

 In respect of the schools referred to by the Deputy my Department has no record of receiv-
ing any correspondence from the Patron relating to the matter.

04/07/2019WRF00600DEIS Status

04/07/2019WRF00700124. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the 
DEIS status of a school (details supplied); if the status will be affected by an amalgamation with 
another school; the reason the DEIS status may be affected when the demographics of the area 
remain the same; the avenues of appeal available in the event of a change in DEIS status; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28661/19]

04/07/2019WRF00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Planning and Building 
Unit of my Department received correspondence on Tuesday 2nd July 2019from the school 
authorities in question relating to a proposed amalgamation.  I wish to advise the Deputy that, 
at the time of reply, my Department has no record of receiving correspondence from the Patron 
relating to this matter.

Any correspondence received and issues raised regarding DEIS status will be considered 
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and a response will be conveyed to the Patron directly.

Question No. 125 answered with Question No. 123.

04/07/2019WRF01000Departmental Offices

04/07/2019WRF01100126. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills the availability of 
bike parking spaces and lockers in all buildings used by his Department; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28694/19]

04/07/2019WRF01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Staff of my Department cur-
rently occupy 45 offices nationwide, which include three campuses in Dublin, Athlone and 
Tullamore.  Of these offices, eighteen have bicycle spaces available to staff and three offices 
provide lockers.

04/07/2019WRF01300Ministerial Transport

04/07/2019WRF01400127. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills the model of the car 
or cars used by him in the performance of his official duties; and if it is a diesel, petrol or electric 
engine. [28710/19]

04/07/2019WRF01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): This is not a matter for the 
Department.

04/07/2019WRF01600Special Educational Needs Service Provision

04/07/2019WRF01700128. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if sufficient SNA 
supports will be put in place for a student (details supplied). [28751/19]

04/07/2019WRF01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
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that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.  

The closing date for receipt of appeals in regard to SNA allocations is Friday 27th Septem-
ber 2019.

As this question relates to a particular child, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.

04/07/2019WRF01900Student Grant Scheme

04/07/2019WRF02000129. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there are 
financial supports to assist persons in employment in going back to education to study for a 
higher qualification; if not, if consideration will be given to same; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28775/19]

04/07/2019WRF02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The main support available to 
students is the statutory based SUSI grant scheme. The scheme supported circa 78,000 students 
in 2018/19. 

Under the terms of the student grant scheme, grant assistance is awarded to students who 
meet the prescribed conditions of funding including those relating to nationality, residency, 
previous academic attainment and means.  Funding is available to students who meet the above 
criteria and are attending approved full-time courses in approved institutions, part time courses 
are not covered by the scheme

If a student is pursuing part-time studies then tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be 
claimed in respect of tuition fees paid for approved courses at approved colleges of higher 
education, including approved undergraduate and postgraduate courses in EU Member States. 
Further information on this tax relief is available from the Revenue Commissioners at www.
revenue.ie

04/07/2019WRF02200Special Educational Needs Data

04/07/2019WRF02300130. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
schools in each county with ASD units at primary and post-primary level, in tabular form; the 
name of each; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28782/19]

04/07/2019WRF02400131. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
schools in each county that have applied for funding for the provision of ASD units at primary 
and post-primary level, in tabular form; the name of each; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28783/19]

04/07/2019WRF02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 130 and 131 together.
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At present, the Department of Education and Skills is investing heavily in supporting our 
children with special educational needs, with €1.8bn being spent annually, about €1 in every 5 
of the education budget.

Investment in this area includes an allocation of over €300 million towards providing ad-
ditional resources specifically to support students with Autism in schools. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local SENOs, 
in consultation with the relevant education partners, is responsible for identifying the need for 
and sanctioning the resourcing of special classes and special school placements in various geo-
graphical areas where there is an identified need.

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, there is a range of supports including capital funding 
available to the school.

Special Classes can be established within a schools existing accommodation. In such cir-
cumstances the school can apply to the Department for capital funding to re-configure existing 
spaces within the school building to accommodate the class and/or to construct additional ac-
commodation.  

In the case of all new schools, it is general practice to include a Special Education Needs 
Base (SEN Base) in the accommodation brief for new school buildings, unless local circum-
stances indicate that it will not be required. Typically, a two classroom SEN Base is provided 
in new primary schools and a two or four classroom SEN Base is provided in new post primary 
schools.

There are now 1,459 special classes in place, compared to 548 in 2011, including 1,196 
special classes cater for students diagnosed with ASD – 131 Early Intervention, 743 Primary 
and 322 Post-primary.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) have advised that for the 2019/20 
school year there will be a total of 1,618 special classes of which 1,353 will be for children 
diagnosed with autism.

124 special schools also provide specialist education for those students with complex spe-
cial educational needs.

Details of all special classes for children with special educational needs are available in 
tabular form by county on the NCSE website at https://ncse.ie/special-classes

Details of primary and post primary schools where Special Education Needs Bases have 
been approved may be viewed on my Department’s website at https://www.education.ie/en/
Schools-Colleges/Services/Building-Works/ and this information is updated regularly.

04/07/2019WRF02700Third Level Admissions Data

04/07/2019WRF02800132. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills if students domi-
ciled in Northern Ireland who wish to enter third-level education in institutions here in Septem-
ber 2020 and in the years following will be considered non-EU students; if they will be required 
to pay the non-EU rate of student fees; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28816/19]

04/07/2019WRF02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department has con-
firmed that any eligible Northern Irish/UK students who enrol for eligible courses for the cur-



 4 July 2019

63

rent 2019/20 academic year in a third level college recognised for the purposes of free fees and 
student grant purposes will be eligible to avail of the Department’s Free Fee and Student Grant 
Schemes. This includes the student contribution fee for Irish and EU citizens which currently 
stands at €3,000 for the 2018/19 academic year.  

 This is in line with assurances given in previous years.  I want to make clear my determina-
tion that co-operation and collaboration between the education systems on this island should 
not be maintained but strengthened between education institutions.  I am also anxious that this 
extends on an East-West basis. Facilitating student mobility is a key dimension of this process.  
It is my intention that students from Northern Ireland will maintain access to EU fees status post 
Brexit. This is currently being addressed in the context of the Common Travel Area (CTA).  In 
May 2019, a Memorandum of Understanding on the CTA was signed between my colleague, 
An Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Simon Coveney T.D. and the Chancel-
lor of the Duchy of Lancaster David Lidington MP in May 2019.  It stated that Irish and British 
citizens will maintain the right to access all levels of education and training, and associated 
student support, in each other’s state, on terms no less favourable than those for the citizens of 
that state.  

 My Department is currently finalising arrangements with the Department for Education 
in London, which will elaborate on this principle.  I hope to be make an announcement in this 
regard in the near future, and I know that it will bring the required clarity for Northern Irish 
students and their families.

04/07/2019WRF03000Education and Training Boards

04/07/2019WRF03100133. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills the method by 
which education and training boards select members for their boards of management; the dura-
tion for boards of management of ETBs; and the terms of reference of each. [28823/19]

04/07/2019WRF03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Boards of Management of 
ETB schools and community colleges are committees of the ETB.  Section 44 of the Education 
and Training Board Act 2013 provides for the establishment of such committees.  This section 
provides that such a committee shall consist of not more than 12 members and that the chief 
executive or staff of the ETB, other than a staff member who is a member of the Education and 
Training Board, shall not be a member of a committee of the Board.  The section also provides 
that an ETB may appoint a person to be chairperson of such a committee. 

In February 2015, pursuant to Sections 44(11) and 44(12)(c) of the Education and Training 
Boards Act 2013, the then Minister for Education and Skills directed that boards of manage-
ment of schools and other centres of education established by an education and training board 
under section 44 may consist exclusively of members who are not members of the education 
and training board by which they were established.

Boards of Management of ETB schools and community colleges should be constituted as per 
the Board of Management Handbook for Education and Training Boards and Boards of Man-
agement of ETB Schools and Community Colleges which has been prepared by Education and 
Training Boards Ireland (ETBI) in conjunction with the sector and with my Department. A copy 
of this handbook is in the following link for the Deputy’s information. [<a href=”https://data.
oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumentation/2019-07-04_pq13304-
07-19_en.pdf”>ETBIHandbook</a>]  The arrangements in relation to membership of Boards 
are set out on pages 17 and 18 of the handbook.
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The handbook provides that the term of office of a board of management of an ETB  school 
or community College is normally for the duration of the term of office of the ETB, other than 
in the case of a newly established college. Following the local elections in 2014, the term of 
ETB Boards of Management was extended until 31st May 2015 in order to provide continuity 
of service in schools and centres of education during the initial period following the expiry of 
the term of office of the new ETB Boards.  Following the recent local elections, I have directed 
that the term of office of Finance, Audit & Risk Committees and Boards of Management of 
schools and other centres of education operated by ETBs may be extended to 30th November 
2019 in order to facilitate transition and to ensure continuity of governance and oversight dur-
ing this period of changeover from the current Committees and Boards to the new Committees 
and Boards of ETBs.

In relation to terms of reference of ETB Boards of Management, section B of the handbook 
deals with matters relating to the role, powers, functions, establishment, dissolution, member-
ship and operation of a school/college board of management while section C of the Handbook 
deals with the specific duties and responsibilities of a school/college board of management.

04/07/2019WRF03300Schools Building Projects

04/07/2019WRF03400134. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress made 
in the past year in providing a new school building for a school (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28831/19]

04/07/2019WRF03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, build-
ing projects for the schools in question are included in my Department’s School Building Pro-
gramme to be delivered under the National Development Plan (NDP).

In the context of progressing a development, my Department recently met with patron and 
school representatives and further engagement from the representatives is expected over the 
coming weeks.

04/07/2019WRF03600School Accommodation Provision

04/07/2019WRF03700135. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an application 
has been received from a school (details supplied) for new replacement accommodation in 
view of the poor accommodation at the school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28833/19]

04/07/2019WRF03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm that an applica-
tion for additional school accommodation was received in my Department, from the school 
referred to by the Deputy.  Supplementary information to support the application has been re-
ceived and is currently being considered.  Once this assessment has been completed, the school 
authority will be informed of the outcome.

04/07/2019WRF03900Summer Works Scheme Eligibility

04/07/2019WRF04000136. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school (details 
supplied) will qualify for funding to fence boundaries with adjacent lands under the summer 
works scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28853/19]
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04/07/2019WRF04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm that the school 
referred to by the Deputy submitted a Category 10 application (fencing works) under my De-
partment’s 2015 Summer Works Scheme. It is intended to undertake an analysis of these out-
standing applications later this year. This analysis, together with funding availability and pri-
orities for the SWS in 2020 will determine the pathway forward in respect of these remaining 
applications.

04/07/2019WRF04200Summer Works Scheme Applications

04/07/2019WRF04300137. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
summer works scheme application by a school (details supplied). [28859/19]

04/07/2019WRF04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school referred to by the 
Deputy has submitted an application for science laboratory refurbishment (Category 5) under 
my Department’s multi-annual Summer Works Scheme (SWS) 2020 onwards.

I wish to advise the Deputy that commensurate with the level of funding available for the 
SWS in 2020, applications will be assessed on a top down basis in accordance with the priori-
tisation criteria outlined in the governing Circular Letter for the Scheme. This Circular Letter 
(0027/2019) is available on my Department’s website www.education.ie. 

It is my intention to publish a list of successful applicants in Q4 2019 for works to be carried 
out in summer 2020.

04/07/2019WRF04500Schools Building Projects

04/07/2019WRF04600138. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
to date and specific timeframe for the future provision of new or replacement facilities at a 
school (details supplied); if all the information requested has been received; the timeframe for 
the completed works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29052/19]

04/07/2019WRF04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): A building project for the 
school referred to by the Deputy is included in my Department’s school building programme to 
be delivered as part of the National Development Plan.

My Department has carried out a technical visit to the school and the brief for the project is 
currently being finalised. As soon as this process is completed my Department will be in contact 
with the school authorities.

04/07/2019WRF04800Public Inquiries

04/07/2019WRF04900139. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has 
formally commenced the scoping exercise in relation to the death of a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28613/19]

04/07/2019WRF05000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the matter of the circumstances surrounding the tragic death of the late Shane O’Farrell 
has been addressed by me on several occasions in both the Dáil and the Seanad.  

Following the Dáil motion calling for an inquiry last year, I sought the advice of the At-
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torney General on how best to move forward while taking account of the fact that the Garda 
Síochána Ombudsman Commission, was still investigating certain matters.  Since then, I have 
appointed retired District Court Judge Gerard Haughton to conduct a scoping exercise and to 
advise me in relation to the case.

Judge Haughton has met with the family to discuss the terms of reference and to seek their 
views.  I subsequently received a proposal for some changes to the terms of reference for the 
scoping exercise and I sought advice from the Attorney General on the changes proposed by 
Judge Haughton.  That advice has just been received and my Department is currently examin-
ing it with a view to finalising the terms of reference and formally commencing the scoping 
exercise.

Judge Haughton is required to provide me with an interim report within 8 weeks of the com-
mencement of the scoping exercise. He is free to make any recommendation he sees fit, includ-
ing the freedom to recommend the establishment of any of the various forms of statutory and 
non-statutory inquiry.  Should he consider it necessary to recommend an inquiry, I have asked 
him to provide me with draft terms of reference. 

04/07/2019WRF05100Residency Permits

04/07/2019WRF05200140. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
an application for a permanent residency card visa by a person (details supplied); and when they 
can expect a decision on their case. [28643/19]

04/07/2019WRF05300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have been informed by 
the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that on 27/06/2006 
the person concerned applied for a residence card as a spouse of an EU citizen under the pro-
visions of S.I. No. 656/2006 - European Communities (Free Movement of Persons) (No. 2) 
Regulations 2006.  This application was approved at review stage on 15/08/2008 and the person 
concerned was granted a residence card valid until 27/12/2011. 

On 04/09/2017, the person concerned made an application for the retention of their residence 
card on the basis they had divorced their EU citizen spouse.  By decision dated 20/07/2018, the 
person concerned was informed that their retention application had been approved and that the 
permission previously granted on 15/08/2008 remained valid until its expiry in 27/12/2011.  At 
the same time, the applicant was informed that they should submit an application for a Perma-
nent Residence Card.  Pending receipt of that application and as an exceptional measure, the 
person concerned was given temporary permission until 19/04/2019.  However, I have been 
informed by INIS that no application for a Permanent Residence Card has been received to date 
from the person concerned. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

04/07/2019WRF05400Immigration Status

04/07/2019WRF05500141. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status 
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of an application for a right to remain visa by a person (details supplied); and when they can 
expect a decision on the case. [28687/19]

04/07/2019WRF05600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, in response to a notifi-
cation pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the 
person concerned has submitted written representations. 

These representations, together with all other information on file, will be fully considered, 
under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other applicable legisla-
tion, in advance of a final decision being made.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

04/07/2019WRF05700Departmental Offices

04/07/2019WRF05800142. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the availability of 
bike parking spaces and lockers in all buildings used by his Department; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28700/19]

04/07/2019WRF05900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The majority of proper-
ties occupied by my Department are owned or leased by the Office of Public Works (OPW).  All 
Department buildings have bike parking facilities.  However, due to space constraints lockers 
are not generally provided.

04/07/2019WRG00200Ministerial Transport

04/07/2019WRG00300143. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the model of the car 
or cars used by him and the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade in the perfor-
mance of their official duties; and if it is a diesel, petrol or electric engine. [28716/19]

04/07/2019WRG00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The resources provided 
by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented levels, with an allocation 
for 2019 of €1.76 billion.  Very significant capital investment is also being made in An Garda 
Síochána, including a total of €46 million for investment in the Garda fleet between 2016 and 
2021.  This continuing investment is intended to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a modern, 
effective and fit-for-purpose fleet and can be mobile, visible and responsive on the roads and in 
the community to prevent and tackle crime.   

The Deputy may further wish to be aware that a total of €10 million has been made available 
for the purchase and fit-out of Garda vehicles in 2019.  I understand from the Garda authorities 
that this allocation will be used for purchase and fit-out of over 300 new vehicles for operational 
use this year. 

Regarding the specific matter raised by the Deputy, I can inform the Deputy that six office 
holders have been assigned vehicles from the Office Holder Fleet. Details, as conveyed to me 
by the Garda authorities, are set out in the following table identifying the vehicle type and fuel 
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type of the vehicles assigned to office holders, correct as of 2 July 2019.

Vehicle Make Office Holder Fuel type
BMW 740s President Main Car Diesel
Mercedes S350 President Second Car Diesel
BMW 740s Taoiseach Main Car Diesel
BMW 740s Taoiseach Second Car Diesel
Audi A6Q Tánaiste Main Car Diesel
Audi A6Q Tánaiste Second Car Diesel
BMW 530 Minister for Justice and 

Equality
Diesel

BMW 530 Chief Justice Diesel
Audi A6Q Director of Public Prosecu-

tions
Diesel

The Deputy may also be interested to know that the feasibility of the use of hybrid or elec-
tric vehicles is under consideration within An Garda Síochána. I am informed by the Garda 
authorities that 2 electric vehicles were purchased by An Garda Síochána in 2018, in order to 
evaluate the potential for their use in Garda operational environments.

04/07/2019WRG00500Garda Data

04/07/2019WRG00600144. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of serving gardaí by rank on career breaks, unpaid leave or special leave; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28723/19]

04/07/2019WRG00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for managing An Garda Síochána 
including personnel, and I, as Minister, have no role in the matter. 

Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in the con-
text of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made of these 
resources.  

The following table shows the number of Gardaí on unpaid leave as at 01/07/2019:

01/07/2019 Garda Sergeant Inspector Total
Career Break 72 8 1 81
Unpaid Maternity 43 3 1 47
Shorter working year 72 4  76
Carer’s leave 16 1  17
Special unpaid leave 5 2  7

For more general information on Garda Facts and Figures please see the following link: 

www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures.

04/07/2019WRG00800Asylum Support Services
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04/07/2019WRG00900145. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the rights to educa-
tional support of asylum seekers housed in emergency accommodation. [28753/19]

04/07/2019WRG01000Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
Children of international protection applicants who are residing in emergency accommodation 
can access school places in local primary and post-primary schools in the same manner as the 
general population. They can also avail of the Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allow-
ance, which is administered by the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection. 

While an international protection claim is being examined, accommodation and related ser-
vices are offered as a whole-of-Government approach to anyone without means. This includes 
all meals, medical care and utilities.  A weekly personal allowance is paid to each person by the 
Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection and they can also cover exceptional 
needs.  The Department of Education and Skills provides school places for children residents 
and the HSE provides mainstreamed health services.

04/07/2019WRG01100Prisoner Transfers

04/07/2019WRG01200146. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when it is planned 
to publish the 2018 report on the Transfer of Sentenced Persons Act 1995; the reason it was not 
published within the timeframe set out in the Act; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28837/19]

04/07/2019WRG01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Section 11 of the Trans-
fer of Sentenced Persons Act, 1995 requires me to make a report to the Houses of the Oireachtas 
on the operation of matters within the Act in the preceding year 

I have just received the 2018 Annual Report on the operation of the Transfer of Sentenced 
Persons Acts 1995 & 1997.  I appreciate that the timeframe of 4 months after the end of pre-
ceding year for laying the report before the Houses has not been met, but I wish to assure the 
Deputy that the report will now be published and laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas very 
shortly.

04/07/2019WRG01400Prisoner Transfers

04/07/2019WRG01500147. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
inward applications received for transfer under the Transfer of Sentenced Persons Act 1995 to 
date; the number of new applications received since 1 January 2018; the number decided since 
1 January 2018, by country of application by prisoners; the number being considered by the 
Office of the Chief State Solicitor; the number that have been returned with advices from the 
Office of the Chief State Solicitor; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28838/19]

04/07/2019WRG01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to advise the Dep-
uty that since the Act came into operation on 1 November 1995, 552 inward applications have 
been received up to 2nd July 2019, of which 10 were received in 2018 and a further 6 in 2019. 
During that period 154 prisoners have transferred here from abroad.

I can further advise the Deputy that since 1 January 2018, I have made decisions on 4 ap-
plications to transfer here from the UK and Northern Ireland respectively.  Three of these cases 
were refused and one was approved.  I am informed by my officials of the Irish Prison Service 
that in that timeframe, 10 more cases were closed in view of the fact that 9 prisoners were re-
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leased in their sentencing state and 1 applicant withdrew their application.

The Deputy will appreciate that where a sentenced person is seeking to transfer into this 
country, legal confirmation is obtained from the State’s legal officers that the offence for which 
the sentence is being served would also constitute an offence under Irish Law.  As at 2 July 2019 
there are 30 live cases at various stages of progression with the Irish Prison Service.

The Office of the Chief State’s Solicitor’s have provided the necessary legal advise to the 
Irish Prison Service on 17 of these cases and is currently considering the remaining 13 cases.  
The Deputy will appreciate that some of these cases refer to years prior to 2018.

04/07/2019WRG01700Prisoner Transfers

04/07/2019WRG01800148. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if an application 
has been received under the Transfer of Prisoners Act 1995 by a person (details supplied); if 
the application is under active consideration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28839/19]

04/07/2019WRG01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by my offi-
cials in the Irish Prison Service that an application from the person referred to by the Deputy to 
transfer to Ireland to serve his sentence here has been received and is under consideration.  The 
application process involves obtaining reports from outside agencies including An Garda Sío-
chána and the Probation Service.  My officials in the IPS have confirmed that these reports have 
been received.  I am informed by my officials that they are awaiting the required legal advice 
from the Chief State Solicitor’s Office and the Office of the Attorney General in relation to 
this application. When received it will be examined by my officials and the application will be 
processed accordingly. 

On foot of the legal advice received it may however, be necessary to make further contact 
with the sentencing State to seek clarification in relation to the sentence imposed and/or other 
issues relating to the applicant’s conviction. Therefore it is not possible at this time to provide 
an estimated date for the conclusion of this application. 

I wish to advise the Deputy that applications received for a period in 2016 and 2017 were 
placed ‘on hold’ following the outcome of the Supreme Court Judgement in the Rafferty et al v 
Governor of Portlaoise case.  The person referred to was made aware of this by way of a letter 
from the UK authorities in April 2018. 

Following the Judgement in the case of McKeon v Minister for Justice and Equality, all ap-
plications were reactivated.  The administration process was re-activated in May 2018.

04/07/2019WRG02000Naturalisation Eligibility

04/07/2019WRG02100149. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current or 
expected position in regard to eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29035/19]

04/07/2019WRG02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that there is no record of a 
current application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy.

A previous application was returned in its entirety on 12 June 2019 as it was deemed ineli-
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gible as it did not satisfy the residency requirements and was not accompanied by an applica-
tion fee or supporting documents.

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for a certificate of naturalisation if and 
when they are in a position to meet the statutory requirements as prescribed in the Irish Nation-
ality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended.

Full details of the eligibility criteria and extensive guidelines are available on the INIS web-
site at www.inis.gov.ie. 

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and I know the Deputy will appreciate that it is important that appropriate procedures are 
in place to preserve the integrity of the process.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

04/07/2019WRG02300Naturalisation Eligibility

04/07/2019WRG02400150. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
or expected position in relation to eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29036/19]

04/07/2019WRG02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, in response to a notifi-
cation pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the 
person concerned has submitted written representations. 

The position in the State of the person concerned will now be decided by reference to the 
provisions of Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other applicable 
legislation.  All representations submitted will be fully considered in advance of a final decision 
being made.   This case is amongst many to be considered by the Minister at present and, as 
such, at this point in time, it is not possible to provide a specific indication as to when the case 
will be finalised. However, the person concerned can be assured that there will be no avoidable 
delay in having their case brought to finality.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

04/07/2019WRG02600Immigration Status

04/07/2019WRG02700151. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current or 
expected residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-



Questions - Written Answers

72

ment on the matter. [29038/19]

04/07/2019WRG02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service of my Department that a request for further per-
mission was received from the person concerned on 7 May, 2019.  The Deputy will appreciate 
that such requests are dealt with in chronological order.  I understand that the request is under 
active consideration and a decision will be made as soon as possible.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

04/07/2019WRG02900Immigration Status

04/07/2019WRG03000152. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when appro-
priate residency status to facilitate employment will be offered in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29039/19]

04/07/2019WRG03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that it would appear this per-
son’s presence in the State may be unlawful as they do not appear to hold a current permission 
to remain in the State.

The Deputy will appreciate that, under the relevant provisions of the Immigration Act, 
2004, a non-national may not be in the State other than within the terms of a permission from 
the Minister for Justice and Equality.  In order to allow for a full examination of the person’s cir-
cumstances, the person concerned should write to Unit 2, Domestic Residence and Permissions 
Division, INIS, 13/14 Burgh Quay, Dublin 2 and provide a detailed account and documentary 
evidence of their personal circumstances since the expiration of their permission to reside in 
this State.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

04/07/2019WRG03200Immigration Status

04/07/2019WRG03300153. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if appropriate 
residency can be awarded to facilitate study and part-time employment in the case of a person 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29040/19]

04/07/2019WRG03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that a request from the person 
concerned for permission to reside in the State as an adult dependent of his father was received 
on 11 May, 2018.  I am also advised that INIS wrote to person concerned on 25 February, 2019, 
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13 May, 2019 and 1 July, 2019 seeking further information. No response has been received to 
date. I understand the matter will be given detailed consideration by INIS upon receipt of a 
response.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

04/07/2019WRG03500International Protection

04/07/2019WRG03600154. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current or 
expected residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [29042/19]

04/07/2019WRG03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
if an application for asylum or subsidiary protection has been made in the State, for confiden-
tiality reasons it is not the practice to comment on such applications and the applicant or his 
legal representative should contact either the International Protection Office (IPO) or the Inter-
national Protection Appeals Tribunal (IPAT) directly, as appropriate.

The IPO may be contacted either by email to info@ipo.gov.ie, by telephone to the IPO 
Customer Service Centre at 01 6028008 or in writing to Customer Service Centre, International 
Protection Office, 79-83 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2. The International Protection Appeals 
Tribunal may be contacted either by email to info@protectionappeals.ie, by telephone at 01-
4748400 (or Lo-Call 1890 201 458), or in writing to Corporate Services Division, The Interna-
tional Protection Appeals Tribunal, 6-7 Hanover Street East, Dublin D02 W320. 

Following the commencement of the International Protection Act 2015 on 31 December 
2016, new arrangements for the investigation and determination of applications for interna-
tional protection (refugee status and subsidiary protection) and cases involving permission to 
remain in the State have been introduced. Such applications are now processed, as part of a 
single application procedure, by the International Protection Office (IPO) which has replaced 
the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner (ORAC) from that date. The staff of that 
Office (the Chief International Protection Officer and International Protection Officers) are in-
dependent in the performance of their protection functions. 

04/07/2019WRG03800Naturalisation Applications

04/07/2019WRG03900155. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
or expected position in regard to long-term residency and naturalisation in the case of a person 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29043/19]

04/07/2019WRG04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the processing of the 
application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is ongo-
ing. On completion of the necessary processing the application will be submitted to me for deci-
sion as expeditiously as possible. Should further documentation be required it will be requested 
from the applicant in due course.
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The records indicate that the person’s permission to reside in the State expired on 21 July 
2016. All non-EEA nationals are required to keep their permission to remain in the State up to 
date at all times, and to have such permission registered. Failure to do so may adversely affect 
an application for a certificate of naturalisation. 

I am further advised by INIS that no application for Long Term Residency was received 
from the person concerned.

In order to make an application for Long Term Residency in the State the person concerned 
must have been legally resident in the State for a minimum of 5 years (i.e. 60 months) on 
work permit/work authorisation/working visa conditions.  Details of the application process are 
available on the INIS website at www.inis.gov.ie/en/INIS/Pages/Long_Term_Residency.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range 
of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing 
the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

04/07/2019WRG04100Naturalisation Applications

04/07/2019WRG04200156. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when eligibil-
ity for naturalisation will be considered for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [29044/19]

04/07/2019WRG04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that there is no record of an 
application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy, who 
currently has permission to reside in the State until 2 February 2020.

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for a certificate of naturalisation if and 
when they are in a position to meet the statutory requirements as prescribed in the Irish Nation-
ality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended.

Full details of the eligibility criteria and extensive guidelines are available on the INIS web-
site at www.inis.gov.ie. 

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and I know the Deputy will appreciate that it is important that appropriate procedures are 
in place to preserve the integrity of the process.
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Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

04/07/2019WRG04400Immigration Status

04/07/2019WRG04500157. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current or 
expected position in regard to residency with permission to take-up employment in the case of 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29045/19]

04/07/2019WRG04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that there is no record 
of a request for permission to reside from the person concerned.

I am further informed that it is open to the person concerned to write to Unit 5, Domestic 
Residence and Permissions Division, INIS, PO Box 12695, Dublin 2, setting out his current cir-
cumstances. Alternatively the person concerned may email INISdefacto@justice.ie for further 
information on how to proceed.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility, which has been specifical-
ly established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

04/07/2019WRG04700Immigration Status

04/07/2019WRG04800158. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current or 
expected position in regard to residency with permission to take-up employment in the case of 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29046/19]

04/07/2019WRG04900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that it would appear this per-
son’s presence in the State may be unlawful as they do not appear to hold a current permission 
to remain in the State.

The Deputy will appreciate that, under the relevant provisions of the Immigration Act, 
2004, a non-national may not be in the State other than within the terms of a permission from 
the Minister for Justice and Equality.  In order to allow for a full examination of the person’s cir-
cumstances, the person concerned should write to Unit 2, Domestic Residence and Permissions 
Division, INIS, 13/14 Burgh Quay, Dublin 2 and provide a detailed account and documentary 
evidence of their personal circumstances since the expiration of their permission to reside in 
this State.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
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obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

04/07/2019WRG05000Immigration Status

04/07/2019WRG05100159. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current or 
expected long-term residency and citizenship status of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29048/19]

04/07/2019WRG05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that there is no record of 
an application for Long Term Residency from the person concerned.  In order to make an ap-
plication for Long Term Residency the person concerned must have been legally resident in the 
State for a minimum of 5 years (i.e. 60 months) on an employment permit/work authorisation/
working visa conditions.  Details of the application process are available on the INIS website at 
www.inis.gov.ie/en/INIS/Pages/Long_Term_Residency.

I am also advised that there is no record of an application for a certificate of naturalisation 
from the person referred to by the Deputy.  It is, however, open to any individual to lodge an 
application for a certificate of naturalisation if and when they are in a position to meet the statu-
tory requirements as prescribed in the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended.  
Full details of the eligibility criteria and extensive guidelines are available on the INIS website 
at www.inis.gov.ie.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

04/07/2019WRG05300Immigration Status

04/07/2019WRG05400160. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position in 
regard to residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [29049/19]

04/07/2019WRG05500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that this person was granted 
a declaration of refugee status in 2002.

The INIS advises that return by a refugee to his or her country of nationality will provide 
grounds for consideration of revocation of his or her refugee status under Section 52 of the In-
ternational Protection Act 2015. 

The Deputy may also wish to note that more generally, queries in relation to the status of 
individual immigration cases may be made directly to the INIS of my Department by e-mail 
using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for this purpose. This 
service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek 
information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may consider using 
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the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, 
inadequate or too long awaited.

04/07/2019WRG05600Deportation Orders

04/07/2019WRG05700161. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if further in-
formation has been received in respect of an application by a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [29050/19]

04/07/2019WRG05800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person con-
cerned is the subject of a Deportation Order signed on 29 September 2017.  This Order requires 
the person to remove themselves from the State and remain outside the State.  The enforcement 
of the Deportation Order is a matter for the Garda National Immigration Bureau.  

As previously advised, representations were received from the person concerned, pursuant 
to the provisions of Section 3(11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), requesting that 
the Deportation Order be revoked including information regarding her marriage.  Following the 
detailed consideration of the information submitted in support of the request, the Deportation 
Order was affirmed and notified to the person concerned by letter dated 27 November 2018.  
There are no outstanding applications for this applicant. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

04/07/2019WRG05900Deportation Orders

04/07/2019WRG06000162. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [29053/19]

04/07/2019WRG06100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person con-
cerned is the subject of a Deportation Order signed on 20/06/2002.  This Order requires the 
person to remove themselves from the State and remain outside the State.  

Requests were received from the person concerned, pursuant to the provisions of Section 
3(11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), requesting that the Deportation Order be 
revoked.  Following the consideration of these requests the Deportation Order was affirmed.  
There are no outstanding applications for this applicant.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
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04/07/2019WRH00200Brexit Data

04/07/2019WRH00300163. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number and value of loans approved under the Brexit loan scheme since its roll-out; 
the number and value of loans issued under the scheme; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [29026/19]

04/07/2019WRH00400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
€300 million Brexit Loan Scheme provides relatively short-term working capital for terms of 
1 to 3 years, to eligible businesses with up to 499 employees to help them innovate, change 
or adapt to mitigate their Brexit challenges.  Businesses can confirm their eligibility with the 
Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) and, if deemed eligible, can apply to one of 
the participating finance providers for a loan under the scheme.

According to the latest data available, as at close of business on the 28 June, there were 663 
eligibility applications received by the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland, of which 598 
have been deemed eligible. Of these 598 eligible applicants, 145 have progressed to sanction 
with their banks. The value of the sanctioned loans from banks at 28 June was €31.65 million. 
While data on actual funding received by applicants as of 28 June is not available, we know 
that there is a high conversion from sanctioned loans to drawdown, as SBCI data for the end of 
March 2019 indicates that 88% of the total value of loans sanctioned by banks had been drawn 
down by businesses.

In addition to the Brexit Loan Scheme, my Department, together with the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine and the Department of Finance and with the support of the 
European Investment Bank guarantee, has developed the Future Growth Loan Scheme. 

This scheme makes up to €300 million of loans available with a term of 8-10 years and is 
open to eligible Irish businesses and the primary agriculture and seafood sectors to support 
strategic long-term investment. Finance provided under the scheme is competitively priced and 
has favourable terms, for example no security required for loans up to €500,000.  The scheme 
opened for eligibility applications on 17th April, and since then the SBCI has received 365 eli-
gibility applications and issued 340 eligibility letters. 

With Brexit on the horizon, the availability of both the Brexit Loan Scheme and Future 
Growth Loan Scheme means that qualifying Irish businesses will have access to low cost capi-
tal without delay and forms part of the support for Irish business to cope with potential Brexit 
challenges.

04/07/2019WRH00500Departmental Offices

04/07/2019WRH00600164. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
availability of bike parking spaces and lockers in all buildings used by her Department; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [28689/19]

04/07/2019WRH00700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Ac-
commodation for my Department and our Offices is provided by the Office of Public Works 
(OPW) in buildings which are either State owned or leased by OPW on our behalf.  The Depart-
ment are the sole tenants in two of the buildings below namely Earlsfort Centre and 59 Dawson 
St. and all other buildings are shared. 

The following table provides details of dedicated bike spaces and lockers in all buildings 
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used by our Department and Offices. All locations do offer space where bikes could be parked 
however in two locations space is not dedicated for bikes only. As part of the office environment 
work space a lockable pedestal is provided.

Location Office Dedicated 
Bike space

Lockers

23 Kildare Street, Dublin 2 Department of Business, Enterprise 
and Innovation

Yes Yes

Earlsfort Centre, Earlsfort Terrace 
Hatch St. 

Department of Business, Enterprise 
and Innovation

Yes Yes

59 Dawson Street Department of Business, Enterprise 
and Innovation

Yes Yes

Bloom House, Gloucester St., Dublin 1 Companies Registration Office & 
The Registry of Friendly Societies

Yes No

Lansdowne House, Lansdowne Road, 
Dublin 4

Labour Court Workplace Relations 
Commission

Yes Yes

Parnell Square, Dublin 1 Office of the Director of Corporate 
Enforcement

Yes No

Lower Hebron Road, Kilkenny Patents Office Yes No
O’Brien Road, Carlow Companies Registration Office & 

The Registry of Friendly Societies 
Workplace Relations Commission 

Yes Yes

Eastpark Business Campus, Shannon Workplace Relations Commission Yes No
Finisklin Business Park, Sligo Workplace Relations Commission No No
Centre Park House, Cork Workplace Relations Commission No No

04/07/2019WRH00800Ministerial Transport

04/07/2019WRH00900165. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
model of the car or cars used by her in the performance of her official duties; and if it is a diesel, 
petrol or electric engine. [28705/19]

04/07/2019WRH01000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
car I use in the performance of my official duties is my own private car.

04/07/2019WRH01100Economic Competitiveness

04/07/2019WRH01200166. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
actions she will take to meet the competitiveness deficiencies and increased cost of doing busi-
ness across several sectors and metrics as outlined in the National Competitiveness Council 
report Cost of Doing Business in Ireland 2019; the immediate actions she will take in areas for 
which she has a policy remit; the meetings she has had with ministerial colleagues and State 
agencies under her remit since the report was published regarding actions to be taken; and if 
further studies will be commissioned by her on competitiveness weaknesses. [28996/19]

04/07/2019WRH01300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Ire-
land is a competitive economy, as reflected in a range of economic metrics, such as: high eco-
nomic growth; the strong performance of the labour market across sectors and regions; strong 
trade figures; and, our strong overall productivity levels.

The National Competitiveness Council (NCC) plays an important institutional role ensuring 
that the Government has an independent voice raising important competitiveness and produc-
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tivity issues.

Under the Council’s Terms of Reference, it is required to prepare two annual reports:

 - An annual report benchmarking the competitiveness of Ireland’s business sector against 
international peer countries; and,

 - An annual report outlining the main competitiveness challenges facing the business sector 
in Ireland over the medium term, and the policy responses required to meet them.

Alongside these reports, they also produce a Cost of Doing Business report, a Productivity 
Statement, and a series of shorter competitiveness bulletins. 

As the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation, I am responsible for presenting 
the findings of the NCC’s competitiveness documents (the Cost of Doing Business Report, 
the Competitiveness Scorecard, and the Competitiveness Challenge) to the Taoiseach and the 
Government.

In the Cost of Doing Business report, the NCC does not recommend actions to the Govern-
ment. Instead, the NCC uses this report (and the other reports that it publishes throughout the 
year) as an evidence base to make recommendations for Government action in the NCC’s final 
publication of the year, the Competitiveness Challenge. 

Given the central role that the NCC plays in informing competitiveness and productivity 
policy, in Future Jobs 2019, this Government has committed to responding to the NCC’s annual 
priority recommendations to enhance Ireland’s productivity and competitiveness performance. 

Moreover, through Future Jobs Ireland, this Government has proposed concrete and ambi-
tious actions to enhance our productivity and competitiveness and will ensure that we are well 
positioned to adapt to transformational changes the economy will face in the years ahead. In-
deed, one of the five pillars of Future Jobs Ireland is improving SME productivity. Increasing 
productivity is the only long-term sustainable way of increasing the standard of living for our 
people.

As a small open economy, we must never underestimate the importance of maintaining 
competitiveness, and ensuring that the cost of doing business does not impede this. In this re-
gard, Future Jobs Ireland is an integral component of the Government’s over-arching plan for 
the future of the Irish economy.

04/07/2019WRH01400Economic Competitiveness

04/07/2019WRH01500167. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
she met the Minister for Finance and his officials to discuss the National Competitiveness 
Council report Cost of Doing Business in Ireland 2019 since it was published; if so, the actions 
agreed arising from the meeting that will be taken to tackle the competitiveness deficiencies 
and increased cost of doing business across several sectors and metrics in the report; if she had 
meetings with the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council in this regard in relation to issues identified in 
the report. [28997/19]

04/07/2019WRH01600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Ire-
land is a competitive economy, as reflected in a range of economic metrics, such as: high eco-
nomic growth; the strong performance of the labour market across sectors and regions; strong 
trade figures; and, our overall strong productivity levels.
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The National Competitiveness Council (NCC) plays an important institutional role ensuring 
that the Government has an independent voice raising important competitiveness and produc-
tivity issues. 

Under the Council’s Terms of Reference, it is required to prepare two annual reports:

- An annual report benchmarking the competitiveness of Ireland’s business sector against 
international peer countries; and,

- An annual report outlining the main competitiveness challenges facing the business sector 
in Ireland over the medium term, and the policy responses required to meet them.

Alongside these reports, they also produce a Cost of Doing Business report, a Productivity 
Statement, and a series of shorter competitiveness bulletins. 

As the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation, I am responsible for presenting 
the findings of the NCC’s competitiveness documents (the Cost of Doing Business Report, 
the Competitiveness Scorecard, and the Competitiveness Challenge) to the Taoiseach and the 
Government.

In the Cost of Doing Business report, the NCC does not recommend actions to the Govern-
ment. Instead, the NCC uses this report (and the other reports that it publishes throughout the 
year) as an evidence base to make recommendations for Government action in the NCC’s final 
publication of the year, the Competitiveness Challenge. 

The Department of Finance is represented in an advisory capacity on the NCC and both my 
officials and I regularly discuss competitiveness issues with the Minister for Finance and his 
officials including through the Cabinet Committee structure.

As a small open economy, we must never underestimate the importance of maintaining 
competitiveness, and ensuring that the cost of doing business does not impede this. In this 
regard, Future Jobs Ireland is an integral component of the Government’s over-arching plan 
for the future of the Irish economy. Given the central role that the NCC plays in informing 
competitiveness and productivity policy, in Future Jobs 2019, this Government has committed 
to responding to the NCC’s annual priority recommendations to enhance Ireland’s productivity 
and competitiveness performance. 

04/07/2019WRH01700Skills Shortages

04/07/2019WRH01800168. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if she 
has a long-term plan to deal with skills shortages in various sectors; and the timeframe to imple-
ment recommendations by the Expert Group on Future Skills Needs. [28999/19]

04/07/2019WRH01900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department works in collaboration with the Department of Education and Skills to ensure that 
the education and training system is producing the right talent pool to ensure the success of 
enterprise in Ireland.

In particular, my Department provides research and secretarial support to the Expert Group 
on Future Skills Needs (EGFSN). The EGFSN plays a key role in identifying and advising the 
Government on current and future skills needs, through the undertaking of research, analysis 
and horizon scanning on current and emerging skills requirements at thematic and sectoral lev-
els. Recently completed and ongoing work being undertaken by the EGFSN includes analyses 
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of skills needs or implications relating to the food and drink sector, design, high level ICT, 
Brexit/trade related skills needs, and digitalisation.

As part of the National Skills Architecture, the EGFSN presents its findings to the National 
Skills Council, which includes representation from the chief skills stakeholders within the Irish 
economy, including my Department. 

Together with additional skills and labour market intelligence provided by the Regional 
Skills Fora, Skills and Labour Market Research Unit (SLMRU) in SOLAS, and employment 
permit trends, the Council works to enhance the response of the education and training sys-
tem to the provision and delivery of those skills. In considering the recommendations of the 
EGFSN, the Government and relevant stakeholders are guided by the timeframes advised by 
the Group in its individual reports.

This National Skills Architecture, underpinned by robust analysis and data collection on 
skills needs, ensures an education and training system that can be responsive and flexible in 
meeting the evolving skills needs of the economy, especially under the impact of continuing 
technological change. 

The research of the EGFSN and SLRMU also informs my Department’s Economic Migra-
tion Policy Unit, which holds responsibility for the employment permits system and manages 
the Highly Skilled Eligible Occupations List and Ineligible Categories List. 

The employment permits regime is designed to facilitate the entry of appropriately skilled 
non-EEA migrants to fill areas of identified skills shortage. This objective is balanced by the 
need to ensure that there are no suitably qualified Irish/EEA nationals available to undertake the 
work, and the shortage is a genuine one. The rationale underpinning inclusion or omission from 
the occupations list is augmented by a consultation process that includes calls for submissions. 

The analysis of the EGFSN, and other work by my Department, have been reflected in the 
overarching longer term strategies for the education and training system published in recent 
years. These include Technology Skills 2022, Ireland’s National Skills Strategy 2025, and the 
Action Plan for Education 2016-2019, including its associated annual implementation and suc-
cessor plans, all of which have been developed by the Department of Education and Skills.

The EGFSN’s analysis has continued to inform the development of my own Department’s 
policies and strategies, such as Enterprise 2025 and the Action Plan for Jobs. More recently, 
EGFSN’s analysis has informed Future Jobs Ireland - a key pillars of which is enhancing skills 
and developing and attracting talent. This pillar is underpinned by a number of ambitions such 
as the provision of high quality and timely education and training responses to evolving enter-
prise and skills needs; encouraging lifelong learning and upskilling; and fostering participation 
in apprenticeship and traineeship programmes.

04/07/2019WRH02000Capital Expenditure Programme

04/07/2019WRH02100169. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
capital spend to date in 2019; the capital carry-over from 2018, by subhead; the provision under 
each subhead including the capital carry-over from 2018 provided for in the Revised Estimates 
Volume for 2019; the details of the significant overspends or underspends under each subhead; 
the action that will be taken to deal with same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[29000/19]

04/07/2019WRH02200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
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Capital allocation to my Department in 2019 is €620 million. This represents an increase of 
11.7% on our 2018 allocation of €555 million. The total Capital allocation monies expended 
by the Department at the end of May was €201.68 million. This is some €16 million (7%) be-
hind profile. In addition the Department carried over €27.6 million in capital from 2018, of this 
carry-over, €24.8 million was expended to the end of May, this is €1 million behind profile. The 
breakdown of the capital allocations and the end of May expenditure position, by subhead, is 
set out in the following table.

Subhead 2019 REV Allocation 
CAPITAL (€,000) 

Expenditure to end 
May 2019 CAPITAL 
(€,000) 

Variance from Profile 
+ Ahead of Pro-
file - Behind Profile 
(€,000) 

A4 - Intertrade Ireland   6,695 3,867 +116 
A5 - IDA Ireland*  162,800* 44,500* 0
A6 - NSAI   500 0 -50 
A7 - Enterprise Ireland   65,750 13,200 -11,800 
A8 - Local Enterprise Development   27,500 13,600 0 
A9 - Temporary Partial Credit 
Guarantee Scheme 

500 176 -64 

A10 - INTERREG Enterprise De-
velopment  

3,000 1,758 -268 

A14 – Future Growth loan Scheme   6,000 1,269 -4,731 
A15 – Humanitarian Relief Scheme  1 0 -1 
B4 – Enterprise Ireland   122,000 33,415 0 
B4 – Science Foundation Ireland**  179,550** 80,984** 0 
B4 – Tyndall Institute  5,500 1,045 0 
B5 – Programme for Research in 
Third Level Institutions 

24,300 20,320 0 

B6 – Subscriptions to International   
Organisations 

23,504 12,348 -210 

B9 – Disruptive Technologies In-
novation Fund 

20,000 0 0 

Total*** 647,600*** 226,482*** -17,008 

*Includes Capital Carryover from 2018 of €20.8m

**Includes Capital Carryover from 2018 of €6.8m

***Includes Capital Carryover from 2018 of €27.6 million

As advised, capital expenditure, including carryover, was a total of €17 million behind 
profile as at the end of May. This is essentially due to a number of instances where there has 
been a delay in the roll out of certain programmes and also other instances where greater than 
anticipated amounts of Own Resource Income have been generated by a number of Agencies of 
the Department, thereby substituting the need for exchequer funding. 

Notwithstanding the advised end of May capital expenditure position, I am satisfied that the 
Department will fully expend its capital allocation, as I am conscious of the importance of our 
capital programmes in getting business Brexit ready, driving indigenous enterprise and regional 
growth, getting business Brexit ready and investing in research and innovation.

04/07/2019WRH02300IDA Ireland Site Visits
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04/07/2019WRH02400170. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of IDA site visits by county in each quarter of 2019 to date; the percentage of visits 
in each county as a percentage of the number of visits nationally in 2019, by county in tabular 
form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29001/19]

04/07/2019WRH02500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): IDA 
Ireland hosted 159 site visits as of the first quarter of 2019, with almost 65% of these visits tak-
ing place in regional locations. Information on site visits for the second quarter of 2019 will be 
made available by mid-July.

Whilst site visits are an important tool in helping showcase regional locations to investors, 
it is important to remember - as I have made clear before - that the final decision as to where 
to invest rests solely with the company concerned. It is also the case that site visit activity does 
not necessarily reflect investment potential, as a significant proportion of all new foreign direct 
investment comes from existing IDA clients already present in the country. 

More broadly, creating more jobs in the regions will remain a top priority for both the IDA 
and my Department as we seek to build on the progress made over the last number of years. 
In 2018, for example, the IDA delivered 113 regional investments with 56% of net new jobs 
created outside Dublin. The Agency’s mid-year results for 2019 have also reflected a number 
of significant investments for regional locations. Since the IDA’s current five-year strategy was 
launched in 2015 there have been 455 investments secured for the regions. This is a testament to 
the focus IDA Ireland has placed on regional development and the whole of government action 
to enhance our regional offering.

The following table details the number of IDA site visits to each county in quarter 1 of 2019 
and the percentage of visits in each county as a percentage of the number of visits nationally.   

County   Q1 2019   % of total site visits in Q1 2019   
Carlow 3 1.9%
Cavan 1 0.6%
Clare 5 3.1%
Cork   17 10.7%
Donegal   1 0.6%
Dublin 56 35%
Galway   9 5.6%
Kerry 0 0%
Kildare 3 1.9%
Kilkenny 5 3.1%
Laois 2 1.2%
Leitrim   0 0%
Limerick 12 7.5%
Longford 0 0%
Louth   10 6.3%
Mayo   2 1.2%
Meath   1 0.6%
Monaghan 1 0.6%
Offaly 1 0.6%
Roscommon 0 0%
Sligo   8 5%
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County   Q1 2019   % of total site visits in Q1 2019   
Tipperary 3 1.9%
Waterford 8 5%
Westmeath 6 3.8%
Wexford 1 0.6%
Wicklow 4 2.5%
Total 159 100%

04/07/2019WRH02600Skills Shortages

04/07/2019WRH02700171. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
timeline for implementation of all recommendations in the report by the Expert Group on Fu-
ture Skills Needs on Addressing the Skills Needs Arising from the Potential Trade Implications 
of Brexit. [29002/19]

04/07/2019WRH02800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Expert Group on Future Skills Needs (EGFSN) is an independent body tasked with advising 
the Government on the current and future skills needs of the Irish economy, as well as any other 
issues that impact on the national potential for enterprise and employment growth.

In June of last year the Group published its report “Addressing the Skills Needs Arising 
from the Potential Trade Implications of Brexit”, which was an important contribution to the 
evidence base on Brexit and the Government’s wider contingency planning.

Following the report’s publication my Department formally engaged with the responsible 
bodies identified in the report, including a number of Government Departments, agencies, and 
industry bodies, to action and formally progress its recommendations- the timelines for which, 
as per the advice offered by the EGFSN, were both short term and longer term in nature. 

This engagement has taken the form of a “Brexit Skills Implementation Oversight Group”, 
which is chaired by my Department, and which continues to meet to monitor the implementa-
tion of these recommendations and maintain a watching brief on Brexit related skills issues 
more generally.

For those recommendations that were shorter term or immediate priorities- around Brexit 
awareness raising and skills needs identification, customs training, financial management train-
ing  and the attraction of skilled personnel from overseas- these have been reflected in the work 
the Government has undertaken to ensure the enterprise base can respond to Brexit through 
enhancing its capacity to compete, innovate and trade. As far as those actions related to my 
Department are concerned, this has been reflected in:

- The participation of the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation and its enter-
prise agencies in the Government’s national Brexit preparedness public information and aware-
ness campaign, “Getting Ireland Brexit Ready”.

- My Department’s establishment of a dedicated “Getting Business Brexit Ready” web por-
tal, which includes sections on advice and guidance, financial supports, and upskilling, and is 
linked to by my Department’s Brexit social media campaign.

- Enterprise Ireland’s national and regional communications campaign urging companies to 
prepare for Brexit through planning, innovating, competing and diversifying their trade, which 
complements its promotion of the Brexit Scorecard, Be Prepared Grant, Brexit Advisory Clin-
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ics, and Act on Support programme.

- The awareness raising and outreach, as well as Brexit supports, offered by InterTradeIre-
land and the Local Enterprise Office network, including the Brexit Planning Online Guide, Start 
to Plan and Brexit Implementation Vouchers, the Brexit mentor programme, as well as Brexit 
related conferences, workshops and targeted radio and social media advertising campaigns.

- My Department’s engagement with the Revenue Commissioners in the roll out of its 
Trader Engagement programme, the support for customs training and advice offered under 
InterTradeIreland’s Start to Plan voucher, the launch of Enterprise Ireland’s Customs Insights 
and InterTradeIreland’s Customs Virtual Learning Environment courses, and the roll out of the 
Local Enterprise Office “Prepare Your Business for Customs” workshops.

- The publication by my Department of the Currency Risk Management for Irish SMEs 
guide, and support for financial and currency management advice and training under Enterprise 
Ireland’s Act On programme, InterTradeIreland’s Start to Plan voucher, and Enterprise Ireland’s 
Management Development training provision.

- My Department’s contribution towards the roll out of Global Footprint 2025, which will 
work to raise Ireland’s profile internationally, including as a place to live, do business, and 
invest; the implementation of the Government’s Diaspora policy, Global Irish;and the imple-
mentation of the recommendations of the Review of Economic Migration Policy, published in 
September 2018, which will ensure the policies governing the employment permit system are 
fully supportive of Ireland’s emerging labour market needs. 

More generally, my Department and its enterprise agencies have continued to engage with 
the National Skills Architecture overseen by the Department of Education and Skills, to ensure 
that those trade and logistics related skills needs identified in the report, and amongst client 
companies, are serviced by education and training provision across further education and train-
ing, higher education and Skillnet Ireland training networks. 

The report also highlighted longer term objectives in its recommendations, directed towards 
tackling any structural issues and building up the skills base that will support the continued suc-
cess of the Irish economy in the post-Brexit trading environment. 

These include the successful implementation of the Government’s ten year languages strate-
gy, Languages Connect, the enhancement of intercultural skills, in particular through the boost-
ing of international graduate mobility opportunities and an increase in Irish participation in the 
Erasmus+ programme, as set out in the International Education Strategy; and an increase in the 
pool of product or service design and development skills, key differentiators in international 
markets, through the successful implementation of Innovation 2020, the STEM Education Pol-
icy Statement, 2017-2026 and Technology Skills 2022.

A key longer term recommendation was for the establishment of a Logistics and Supply 
Chain Skills Group, to be composed of logistics and supply chain industry stakeholders and 
education and training representatives, which would work to support the promotion of careers, 
skills development and sustainable development in logistics and supply chain activities. 

Officials from my Department have worked closely with the Department of Transport, Tour-
ism and Sport- which will chair this group- and logistics and supply chain stakeholders, on its 
establishment, and its is anticipated that a work programme will be agreed upon and the group 
formally established in the coming months. 

Through cross industry collaboration the group will work to improve the profile of logistics 
and supply chain roles, making it easier to recruit talent; make progression pathways available 
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to those entering or already working in the roles; ensure development opportunities are avail-
able to provide the skills, knowledge, and competencies required; enhance employee retention; 
and provide a forum for ongoing communication and leadership by logistics and supply chain 
stakeholders in addressing the skills needs of these activities in Ireland.

04/07/2019WRH02900IDA Ireland Data

04/07/2019WRH03000172. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 295 of 18 December 2018, the most recent data by category 
(details supplied) to the end of quarter 2 2019; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[29003/19]

04/07/2019WRH03100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The availability of marketable serviced land and buildings in advance of demand is a key ele-
ment in the IDA’s ability to compete for mobile foreign direct investment. Not only does such 
a supply of properties help the Agency to secure high quality jobs but it also allows projects to 
begin at an earlier date by diminishing difficulties associated with land acquisition, planning 
and construction. It therefore remains an important means by which the IDA can encourage and 
attract new investors to Ireland, particularly to the regions.

The tables in the following link list all IDA Ireland land available for marketing (Table A) 
and occupied IDA Ireland properties (Table B) as at the end of Quarter 2 of 2019. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-07-05_pq172-04-07-19_en.docx”>Data</a>]

04/07/2019WRH03200Brexit Supports

04/07/2019WRH03300173. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of prepare your business for customs’ initial workshops that have taken place to 30 June 
2019; the approximate number of persons and businesses that have taken part; and the customs 
awareness and higher level customs clearance training and advice for third country trading in 
place for SMEs by county, in tabular form. [29004/19]

04/07/2019WRH03400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): A 
range of supports is in place to assist SMEs to address the challenges and indeed opportuni-
ties arising as a result of Brexit. The suite of supports and funding programmes available are 
primarily focused on enhancing innovation and competitiveness, export market diversification 
and information and awareness. 

In relation to customs preparations, the “Prepare your business for customs” one-day inter-
active workshop is run regionally by the Local Enterprise Offices. These customs workshops 
educate business on the potential impacts, formalities and procedures you will need to adopt 
when trading with a country which is outside the Single Market and Custom Unions (a ‘Third 
Country’). They are open to businesses from all sectors. These workshops cover areas such as 
export and import procedures, tariffs and how to correctly classify goods in that regard.

The following Table refers to the customs workshops that have taken place up to the 30th 
June 2019.
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County No of Participants
Meath 53
Cavan 25
Cork City 22
Dublin 79
Loais 12
Donegal 60
Monaghan 32
Westmeath 26
Wexford 14
Offaly 9
Mayo & Roscommon 13
Mayo 13
Wicklow 39
Limerick & Clare 12
Longford 11
Kildare 13
Leitrim 15
Carlow 11
Kerry 19
Sligo 6
Galway 16
Louth 17
Kilkenny 14
Total 531

Enterprise Ireland also run an online Customs Insights course which helps businesses un-
derstand the key customs concepts, documentation and processes required to move goods from, 
to and through the UK. The course provides learners with a firm understanding of the customs 
implications for their business and the options from Revenue to make this process more ef-
ficient. 

To date there has been 1,269   participants on the Customs Insights Course.

The Brexit: Act On programme has been developed to focus on three main areas of capabil-
ity:

-  Financial and Currency Management

-  Strategic Sourcing

-  Customs and Logistics 

Delivered over the course of two half day sessions with an independent consultant, the 
initiative assists companies in deciding on specific actions over a short period to address some 
of the risks and opportunities from Brexit. To date 266   Act On Plans have been completed 
nationally.

The Government will continue to monitor and introduce if necessary any further measures 
to address capacity or other issues in the field of customs operations and processes.
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04/07/2019WRH03500Trade Agreements

04/07/2019WRH03600174. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if she 
will report on the EU-Vietnam Free Trade Agreement; the offensive and defensive interests for 
businesses and SMEs here in the deal; the details of market access and removal of import tariffs 
or duties by sector; and the timeline for same. [29005/19]

04/07/2019WRH03700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Ne-
gotiations for a comprehensive Free Trade Agreement between the EU and Vietnam were con-
cluded in December 2015.  After the process of “legal scrubbing” and the preparation of the 
legal texts in the various languages was completed, the EU and Vietnam signed the Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA) along with the EU-Vietnam Investment Protection Agreement (IPA) on 30th 
June last.

The FTA will unlock a market with significant potential for Irish and EU firms and includes 
the elimination of nearly all tariffs (over 99%) on EU exports to Vietnam.  Widespread coverage 
is achieved at entry into force, with 65% of EU exports to Vietnam coming in duty-free from 
day one.  Tariffs on our remaining trade – with the exception of a few products – will be fully 
liberalised after 10 years.  These sensitive items are not offensive export interests for Ireland.  
The EU will liberalise 71% of its imports from Vietnam from day-one and 99% will enter duty-
free after seven years.  The EU-Vietnam FTA provides for the full dismantling of nearly all 
tariffs except for a few tariff lines that are subject to duty-free Tariff Rate Quotas (TRQs).  The 
gradual elimination of custom duties on these sensitive products will allow domestic producers 
to gradually adapt.  Consumers from both sides will benefit from lower prices and exporters 
from strengthened competitiveness.

Sectoral opportunities include almost all EU exports of machinery and appliances which 
will be fully liberalised at entry into force of the FTA.  Around half of EU pharmaceutical ex-
ports will be duty-free immediately and the rest after seven years.  Close to 70% of EU chemi-
cals exports will be duty free at entry into force and the rest after three, five and seven years 
respectively.  In addition, Vietnam will also simplify requirements for marketing authorisation 
of pharmaceutical products and medical devices, which in turn will reduce delays and costs for 
these important Irish exports.

The FTA also improves market access by addressing non-tariff barriers to trade and other 
trade related issues such as public procurement, competition, services, investment, intellectual 
property rights, regulatory issues, and sustainable development.  The benefits and opportunities 
to business in the Agreement will be especially valuable for SMEs, given that trade barriers 
tend to disproportionately burden smaller firms, which have fewer resources to overcome them 
than larger firms.  

In 2018, Ireland’s goods exports to Vietnam amounted to €65 million.  Ireland’s main ex-
ports to Vietnam include medical and pharmaceutical products valued at €18.6m in 2018.  Ire-
land’s food exports to Vietnam have grown considerably in recent years.  While meat and dairy 
products are the largest share of this, beverages and seafood also contributed strongly.  In 2017 
(the most recent year with available figures), services exports from Ireland to Vietnam were 
valued at €164m.

Through the Government’s Trade Strategy, ‘Ireland Connected: Trading and Investing in 
a Dynamic World’, we aim by 2020 to increase indigenous exports by Enterprise Ireland sup-
ported companies, including food, to reach €26 billion and secure 900 new foreign direct in-
vestments.  As part of the Government’s Global Ireland 2025 strategy, Enterprise Ireland will 
open a new office in Ho Chi Minh City this year to support Irish businesses to expand into the 
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Vietnamese market and to take advantage of the new opportunities presented by the FTA. 

Opportunities exist for Ireland to grow exports in dairy products, pork, seafood and alco-
holic beverages by taking advantage of reduced tariffs under the FTA.  Currently tariffs on EU 
exports of spirits to Vietnam are particularly high at 48% and will be eliminated over a 7-year 
period following entry into force of the FTA.  The elimination of tariffs of 15% on frozen pork 
products is also significant for Irish producers. 

Ireland is an exceptionally open economy and is dependent on international trade and in-
vestment as sources of growth.  Building new export opportunities for our businesses forms a 
vital part of Ireland’s enterprise strategy.  We favour ambitious and balanced trade agreements, 
negotiated by the EU Commission on our behalf, which are designed to deliver jobs and growth 
for the benefit of our citizens.  The EU-Vietnam FTA and the EU’s other trade agreements help 
to open new markets, break down barriers and provide new opportunities for Irish firms.  

In a wider context, Vietnam is a member of the Association of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN).  The EU is working towards achieving a region-to-region FTA with ASEAN by 
first concluding FTAs with individual ASEAN members.  The first of these was signed with 
Singapore in October 2018, the Vietnam FTA is the second, and negotiations for an FTA with 
Indonesia, the largest county in the ASEAN group, are ongoing.  

The text of the EU-Vietnam Agreement, including tariff schedules, has been published can 
be accessed at:

http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/countries/vietnam/.

04/07/2019WRH03800Trade Agreements

04/07/2019WRH03900175. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if she 
will report on the EU-Mercosur Free Trade Agreement; the offensive and defensive interests 
for businesses and SMEs here in the deal; the market access and removal of import and export 
tariffs or duties by sector; the timeline for same; and if an impact assessment has been commis-
sioned to date in relation to the deal. [29006/19]

04/07/2019WRH04000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Common Commercial Policy, including trade, is an exclusive competence of the European 
Union under the Treaty of the Functioning of the European Union. The European Commission 
acts as lead negotiator on behalf of all EU countries regarding trade agreements with non-EU 
countries. Member States (in Council) approve negotiating directives (or mandates) before ne-
gotiations begin, are consulted as the negotiations proceed and have final approval at Council 
as has the European Parliament.

The EU-Mercosur Agreement will see a comprehensive liberalisation of trade in goods. 
Mercosur will fully liberalise 91% of its imports from the EU over a transition period of 10 
years with longer liberalisation of up to 15 years for some more sensitive products. The EU, in 
turn, will liberalise 92% of its imports from Mercosur over a transition period of up to 10 years. 
Tariff lines will also be liberalised with Mercosur liberalising 91% of its lines and the 95% in 
the EU. 

Full details, including the line-by-line tariff breakdown of these sectors and the import/
export tariff rates are not available at this time.  My officials await further detail from the Com-
mission in this regard.
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Ireland’s key offensive sectors within Mercosur are dairy, particularly cheese, powdered 
milk and infant formula with Mercosur agreeing to large tariff rate quotas of 30,000, 10,000 and 
5,000 tonnes. Ireland also has offensive interests in the pharmaceutical, machinery, and chemi-
cal sector. For each of these sectors, liberalisation takes place for over 90% of EU exports. 

The Agreement also sees the opening up of Mercosur’s public procurement market. Mer-
cosur’s procurement market has up until this agreement not been available to EU firms. The 
Agreement, therefore, provides Irish SMEs with substantial opportunities. It will make it easier 
for our firms to bid for and win valuable Government contracts in the four Mercosur countries. 
The EU and Mercosur have agreed to apply modern disciplines based on the principles of non-
discrimination, transparency, and fairness. 

Furthermore, the Agreement also includes 335 Geographical Indicators (GIs) of EU origin. 
Irish Whiskey and Irish Cream are included in this list. The acceptance of EU GIs will sig-
nificantly improve protection of these products from false or misleading branding in Mercosur 
markets.  

Ireland’s defensive interests are generally well known and understood at EU level. Access 
to the EU beef market has always been a particular sensitivity for Ireland and a number of other 
EU Member States. While it is disappointing that the agreement reached on beef access is more 
than we would have wished, it is far less than the Mercosur block originally sought. The deal 
that has been agreed provides necessary reassurances on food safety – i.e. that the EU will not 
accept any lesser standard in respect of the additional quota of 99,000 tonnes.  It also ensures an 
extended lead-in period (over six years) before full tariff reduction levels are reached.  

The EU-Mercosur Agreement also has a special chapter on SMEs. SMEs will benefit most 
from the simplification of exporting and customs procedures – as the savings are proportionate-
ly greater for them. A dedicated website will provide information on the Agreement for SMEs, 
practical guidance to importing and exporting will be published, and a dedicated data base on 
tariff reductions will be made available. The simplification of regulations on standards will help 
with trade barriers encountered by SMEs. 

In relation to the Deputy’s question on an impact assessment, my Department commis-
sioned by open tender, a study of Free Trade Agreements, more than 12 months ago.  Copen-
hagen Economics were awarded this contract as an internationally renowned trade modelling 
firm. The study covered a wide range of recent and prospective EU trade agreements, including 
that with Mercosur. The preliminary findings, which was grounded in the information available 
at the time, suggest a doubling of annual goods and services exports to Mercosur over the 10 
years to 2030.

In light of the conclusion of the negotiations last Friday, my Department, in conjunction with 
the Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine will now ensure that a comprehensive, inde-
pendent economic assessment is carried out specifically on the finalised EU-Mercosur Trade 
Agreement. This assessment will consider the impact the Agreement will have on the Irish 
economy and on jobs as well as the environmental implications of the deal. It will also consider 
how the EU-Mercosur Agreement might exacerbate/mitigate the likely impact of Brexit for our 
economy.  This assessment will help to inform our future actions in relation to EU-Mercosur 
agreement.

04/07/2019WRH04100Small and Medium Enterprises

04/07/2019WRH04200176. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation her 
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views on the most recent Central Bank research published (details supplied) regarding a vulner-
ability analysis of SME credit exposures here; and the supports and advice available for SMEs. 
[29007/19]

04/07/2019WRH04300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I 
note the findings of the Central Bank vulnerability analysis of Irish SME credit exposures,  in 
particular, the improvement in the condition of the aggregate performing SME portfolio over-
all. I also note that high vulnerability exposures are not concentrated in any particular region 
or regions, that borrowers in the Accommodation and Food and Wholesale and Retail sectors 
account for over half of high vulnerability balances and that term loans and overdraft facilities 
make up over ninety per cent of high vulnerability balances. 

My Department and its agencies have put in place extensive supports, schemes and advisory 
resources to assist businesses at all stages of development and across all sectors. The suite of 
finance supports have been developed to address market failures including cost of finance, need 
for collateral, availability of loans for microenterprises, and availability of loans with terms of 
longer than 7 years.

These supports include schemes such as the Brexit Loan Scheme, the Future Growth Loan 
Scheme,  the Credit Guarantee Scheme and the provision of loans through Microfinance Ire-
land, all designed to ensure that SMEs have access to affordable and appropriate finance when 
required.  My Department also supports alternative sources of finance for SMEs such as through 
the Seed and Venture Capital Scheme, the fifth programme of which (2019-2024) launched late 
last year. 

An important support is the Credit Review Office, which was established to help all Small 
Medium Enterprises or Farm borrowers who have had an application for credit of up to €3m 
declined or reduced, and who feel that they have a viable business proposition.  The Office also 
looks at cases where borrowers feel that the terms and conditions of their existing loan, or a new 
loan offer, are unfairly onerous or have been unreasonably changed to their detriment.  

Most recently my Department has produced an Overview of Government Supports for In-
digenous Business. This sets out in detail the Government supports available to develop and 
build capacity in indigenous enterprises across Ireland, delivered through a network of bodies 
with a wide reach into urban and rural localities. In addition to supports for start-ups and devel-
oping businesses, the report sets out supports that incentivise research, development and inno-
vation, supports for regional businesses and supports that address informational, technical and 
skills gaps in SME businesses.  This report is available at https://dbei.gov.ie/en/Publications/
Overview-of-Government-Supports-for-Indigenous-Business.html

I recognise that Brexit is a significant issue for all firms and to this end, the Overview of 
Government Supports for Indigenous Business also highlights the networks, structures and sup-
ports that have been put in place for indigenous local businesses in identifying key risk areas 
and in facilitating the practical actions to be taken in response to the UK’s exit from the EU.

Regarding specifically the issues surrounding Brexit, the Quick Brexit Guide for Business 
is  also available on my Department’s website at https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/EU-In-
ternal-Market/Brexit/Getting-Brexit-Ready/ seeks to answer many of the questions that Irish 
businesses may have when assessing their exposure to Brexit and determining the best course of 
action to mitigate their likely Brexit-related difficulties. It provides information on the practical 
steps you can take to deal with issues including: Customs, tariffs and duties, currency, imports, 
certification, working capital, and financing.

My Department has also published a number of other information guides to raise aware-
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ness of supports and finance related issues among SMEs. These are available on my Depart-
ment’s website at https://dbei.gov.ie/en/Publications/Overview-of-Government-Supports-for-
Indigenous-Business.html and include a guide on ‘Government working with finance providers 
to support SME financing’ which sets out the types of equity and debt financing supports and 
resources available to business at all stages of the business cycle. The ‘Currency Risk Manage-
ment for Irish SMEs’  guide seeks to answer questions that SMEs may have when assessing and 
managing their exposure to foreign currency risk and features a directory of support services 
and providers that are available in the market.

04/07/2019WRH04400Trade Agreements

04/07/2019WRH04500177. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation the likely procedure at EU and member state level for ratification of a final Mercosur 
trade agreement relating to market access, quotas and the elements that fall under exclusive 
EU level competence and areas that require national level approval; if she or her ministerial 
colleagues have carried out assessments to date on the scenario; and if Dáil Éireann will have 
to ratify elements of a final Mercosur agreement including the provisional application of the 
agreement. [29031/19]

04/07/2019WRH04600178. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Inno-
vation the ratification procedure at EU and member state level for ratification of potential Eu-
ropean trade agreements with the Mercosur trading block relating to market access and quotas; 
the elements that fall under exclusive EU level competence; and the areas that require national 
level approval. [29032/19]

04/07/2019WRH04700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 177 and 178 together.

Any international agreement entered into by the European Union with a third country or 
group of third countries may, depending on its content, be concluded as an EU-only agreement 
(i.e. without the Member States also being parties to that agreement) or as a “mixed” agreement 
(i.e. with both the EU and the Member States being parties to the agreement). In this regard, 
where an agreement covers only areas where the Union has exclusive competence under the EU 
Treaties, the agreement must be an EU-only agreement. On the other hand, where an agreement 
covers areas where competence is shared with the Member States (or contains areas of Union 
competence and exclusive Member State competence), it will be a “mixed” agreement referred 
to as an Association Agreement, with both the EU and the Member States being parties to it.

In order to determine whether an agreement entered into by the EU should be EU-only or 
“mixed”, it is necessary to examine its contents to see whether it covers areas of EU exclusive 
competence, or of shared competence, or of Member States’ exclusive competence.

In relation to free trade agreements, EU exclusive competence can arise in two ways. First, 
the Common Commercial Policy is an exclusive competence of the European Union under the 
EU Treaties. Thus, any provisions of a free trade agreement covering areas such as trade in 
goods, or sanitary and phyto-sanitary measures will fall within the EU’s exclusive competence. 
The Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) interprets the scope of the Common Com-
mercial Policy very broadly, and holds that foreign direct investment, most trade in services, 
and sustainable development provisions all fall within the scope of the Common Commercial 
Policy and therefore, with the EU’s exclusive competence. EU exclusive competence can also 
arise where provisions of an international agreement would affect the EU’s internal rules or 
alter their scope.
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On the other hand, a “mixed” agreement contains aspects where the competence is shared 
between the Union and the Member States. Aspects of “mixed” competence, insofar as trade is 
concerned, are often provisions concerning Investment Protection and the EU Investment Court 
System. However, where an agreement also contains provisions which go beyond the broad 
area of trade and fall within the exclusive competence of the Member States – for instance, 
provisions concerning political cooperation in foreign policy areas – such an agreement would 
be considered to be “mixed”.

When any Agreement is finalised, such as with Mercosur, the Commission proposes the 
Agreement to the Council and in doing so, it indicates to the Member States its view on com-
petence and, therefore, ratification. Nationally, Ireland would then confer with the Office of the 
Attorney General for their views.

Insofar as Mercosur is concerned, it is our current understanding that it will be a “mixed” 
agreement. While the Trade Agreement elements fall under the exclusive competence of the 
Commission and are, therefore, ratified by Member States in Council under Qualified Majority 
voting and by the European Parliament, the EU-Mercosur Agreement is a wider ‘mixed’ Agree-
ment – including Trade – with areas of “shared competence” (such as political co-operation 
elements).

However, the text of the EU-Mercosur Agreement will now have to proceed to so-called 
“legal scrubbing”, and translation, a process which can take between several months and up to 
two years to complete, before a final text is available.

“Mixed” agreements only enter into force once each individual EU Member State has ap-
proved it in line with its own national procedures. As this process may take several years, the 
Commission could propose that the Agreement be applied provisionally in respect of those as-
pects of the Agreement for which it has exclusive competence, such as trade.  Such provisional 
application requires agreement by the Council and ratification by the European Parliament.  It 
is not possible at this stage to be definitive about what timelines may apply in respect of ratify-
ing the EU-Mercosur Agreement, until a final text is available. However, it is my Department’s 
understanding that the EU-Mercosur Agreement will be a “mixed” Agreement, ultimately re-
quiring the involvement of Dáil Eireann in its ratification process.

In relation to the Deputy’s question on an assessment, my Department commissioned by 
open tender, a study of Free Trade Agreements, more than 12 months ago.  Copenhagen Eco-
nomics were awarded this contract as an internationally renowned trade modelling firm. The 
study covered a wide range of recent and prospective EU trade agreements, including that with 
Mercosur. The preliminary findings, which was grounded in the information available at the 
time, suggest a doubling of annual goods and services exports to Mercosur over the 10 years 
to 2030.

In light of the conclusion of the negotiations last Friday, my Department, in conjunction with 
the Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine will now ensure that a comprehensive, inde-
pendent economic assessment is carried out specifically on the finalised EU-Mercosur Trade 
Agreement. This assessment will consider the impact the Agreement will have on the Irish 
economy and on jobs as well as the environmental implications of the deal. It will also consider 
how the EU-Mercosur Agreement might exacerbate/mitigate the likely impact of Brexit for our 
economy.  This assessment will help to inform our future actions in relation to EU-Mercosur 
agreement.

04/07/2019WRH04900Work Permits Eligibility
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04/07/2019WRH05000179. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if a person (details supplied) qualifies for a work permit; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [29047/19]

04/07/2019WRH05100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Employment Permits Section of my Department informs me that not enough information has 
been provided to determine whether the person (details supplied) qualifies for an employment 
permit.

In order to work in the State all non-EEA nationals require a valid employment permit un-
less exempt under permission from the Department of Justice and Equality.  In order to apply 
for an employment permit a non-EEA national must have secured a job offer for an eligible 
occupation from an Irish registered employer.  

The State’s general policy is to promote the sourcing of labour and skills needs from within 
Ireland and other EEA countries. Where specific skills prove difficult to source within the State 
or EEA, an employment permit may be sought by an employer to hire a non-EEA national in 
line with the Employment Permits Acts and associated Regulations, which lay down in legisla-
tion the criteria in relation to the application, grant and refusal of an employment permit.

Any application for an employment permit should comply with all of the legislative require-
ments for the particular employment permit type, including that the non-EEA national has the 
required immigration permission at the time of application.  Immigration permissions are a 
matter for my colleague, the Minister for Justice and Equality, and any such queries should be 
directed to that Department.  

Details on how to apply for an employment permit are available on our website at the fol-
lowing link - https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Workplace-and-Skills/Employment-Permits/.

04/07/2019WRH05200Physiotherapy Provision

04/07/2019WRH05300180. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of children on the 
waiting list for physiotherapy services in County Galway in 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular 
form; the average waiting time for children to access physiotherapy services in the county; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28617/19]

04/07/2019WRH05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

04/07/2019WRH05500Hospital Waiting Lists

04/07/2019WRH05600181. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will be called for an operation in Letterkenny University Hospital; if they are on the 
routine or urgent waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28621/19]

04/07/2019WRH05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

04/07/2019WRH05800Ambulance Service Staff

04/07/2019WRH05900182. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that the new payroll system that came into effect on 2 June 2019 for ambulance work-
ers does not recognise Sunday, bank holidays, overtime, premium and subsistence payments 
(details supplied); his views on whether it is unacceptable that workers are not being paid in full 
wages per week; and if the HSE will immediately organise an alternative method of payment to 
be put in place to ensure workers are paid in full and on time if the new payroll system cannot 
make these payments [28623/19]

04/07/2019WRH06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

04/07/2019WRJ00200Hospital Appointments Status

04/07/2019WRJ00300183. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
can expect an appointment. [28624/19]

04/07/2019WRJ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

04/07/2019WRJ00500Occupational Therapy Data

04/07/2019WRJ00600184. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of children on the 
waiting list for occupational therapy in County Galway in 2018 and to date 2019, in tabular 
form; the average waiting time for children to access occupational therapy in the county; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28625/19]
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04/07/2019WRJ00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRJ00800HSE Agency Staff Data

04/07/2019WRJ00900185. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health if there is a staff re-
cruitment embargo in place in counties Cavan and Monaghan; if so, when the embargo was 
introduced; when the embargo is scheduled to end; the number of posts vacant across the HSE 
in counties Cavan and Monaghan; the vacant posts, in tabular form; and when a physiotherapist 
will be recruited to address the needs of MS patients in County Monaghan. [28626/19]

04/07/2019WRJ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRJ01100Speech and Language Therapy Data

04/07/2019WRJ01200186. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of children on the 
waiting list for speech and language therapy in County Galway in 2018 and to date in 2019, in 
tabular form; the average waiting time for children to access speech and language therapy in the 
county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28627/19]

04/07/2019WRJ01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRJ01400Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

04/07/2019WRJ01500187. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health his plans to update the long 
term illness scheme to include other illnesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28628/19]

04/07/2019WRJ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The LTI Scheme was established under Sec-
tion 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended). The conditions covered by the LTI are: acute 
leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person under 16); cystic fibro-
sis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes mellitus; parkinson-
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ism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; and conditions aris-
ing from the use of thalidomide. Under the LTI Scheme, patients receive drugs, medicines, and 
medical and surgical appliances directly related to the treatment of their illness, free of charge. 

There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the Scheme at this time. How-
ever, I wish to inform the Deputy that the LTI Scheme will be included as part of the review 
of the basis for existing hospital and medication charges, to be carried out under commitments 
given in the Sláintecare Implementation Strategy.

04/07/2019WRJ01700Health Care Infrastructure Provision

04/07/2019WRJ01800188. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the capital cost of building the 
new Dunmore wing at University Hospital Waterford; the amount provided by the State and 
from other funds, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28633/19]

04/07/2019WRJ01900189. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health when the new Dunmore wing 
at University Hospital Waterford will be completed and operational; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28634/19]

04/07/2019WRJ02000193. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the additional revenue and or 
funding which will be made available to staff and operate the top three floors and 72 beds at the 
Dunmore wing at University Hospital Waterford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28638/19]

04/07/2019WRJ02100196. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the business cases and addi-
tional funding applications developed by University Hospital Waterford that require additional 
capital and revenue funding, in tabular form; if the business cases are with the hospital, the 
South South West Hospital Group and HSE Estates; the status of each project; the timeline for 
delivery of each project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28641/19]

04/07/2019WRJ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 188, 189, 
193 and 196 together.

As the Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery of public healthcare services 
and infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly in relation to this 
matter.

04/07/2019WRJ02400Hospital Beds Data

04/07/2019WRJ02500190. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if the 72 beds being built on 
three floors of the Dunmore wing at University Hospital Waterford will be public only; if not, 
the number which will be private; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28635/19]

04/07/2019WRJ02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible

04/07/2019WRJ02700Palliative Care Services

04/07/2019WRJ02800191. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the revenue and funding which 
will be made available to staff and operate the new palliative care unit at the Dunmore wing at 
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University Hospital Waterford. [28636/19]

04/07/2019WRJ02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

04/07/2019WRJ03000Palliative Care Services

04/07/2019WRJ03100192. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of new whole-
time equivalent positions which will be made available to staff at the new palliative care unit at 
University Hospital Waterford by job title, that is, doctors, nurses, administration and so on, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28637/19]

04/07/2019WRJ03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

Question No. 193 answered with Question No. 188.

04/07/2019WRJ03400Hospital Staff Data

04/07/2019WRJ03500194. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of new whole-time 
equivalent positions which will be made available to staff the top three floors and 72 beds at the 
Dunmore wing at University Hospital Waterford by job title, that is, doctors, nurses, administra-
tion and so on, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28639/19]

04/07/2019WRJ03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

04/07/2019WRJ03700Palliative Care Services

04/07/2019WRJ03800195. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the palliative care services that 
will be made available at the Dunmore wing at University Hospital Waterford; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28640/19]

04/07/2019WRJ03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

Question No. 196 answered with Question No. 188.

04/07/2019WRJ04100Cancer Screening Programmes

04/07/2019WRJ04200197. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if the commencement of the Cer-
vicalCheck tribunal has to await the outcome of the appeal of the State against a judgement 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28653/19]

04/07/2019WRJ04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The process of establishment of the Tribunal 
is under way and will proceed as planned, subject to the passing of the Bill by the Oireachtas 
over the next week. 

The fact that the Morrissey judgment is before the Supreme Court should not impact on the 
planned timescale for the establishment of the Tribunal, nor will it delay the Tribunal in con-
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ducting pre-claim work. 

It is the case that the High Court would not generally hear a case while a similar case is in 
the process of being appealed to the Supreme Court, as the outcome of that appeal could impact 
how the case is conducted / concluded. 

The Tribunal is in a similar position to the High Court. In practical terms, work on establish-
ing the Tribunal will continue over the next few months, with hearings not due to commence 
until later in the year. It is unlikely, therefore, that the appeal will lead to any significant delay 
in terms of the Tribunal hearing its first case(s).

04/07/2019WRJ04400Orthodontic Services Data

04/07/2019WRJ04500198. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of whole-time 
equivalent orthodontists in the public system in each of the years 2014 to 2018 and to date in 
2019, by hospital and region, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28655/19]

04/07/2019WRJ04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRJ04700Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Data

04/07/2019WRJ04800199. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of whole-time 
equivalent staff positions attached to CAMHS in County Waterford in each of the years 2014 
to 2018 and to date in 2019, by position, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28656/19]

04/07/2019WRJ04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

04/07/2019WRJ05000Home Help Service Data

04/07/2019WRJ05100200. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of publicly funded 
home help hours provided to patients in Waterford city and county in each of the years 2014 to 
2018 and to date in 2019, by hour numbers, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28657/19]

04/07/2019WRJ05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

04/07/2019WRJ05300Hospital Services

04/07/2019WRJ05400201. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 232 of 14 May 2019, if in the period 1 January 2004 to 28 June 2019, the views of the 
chief medical officer or his agents were expressed either verbally or in a written or electronic 
form in relation to the operation of the mortuary at University Hospital Waterford and the stan-
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dards at the facility; if the views of the CMO were ever sought in relation to correspondence or 
verbal reports received in relation to the facility; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28669/19]

04/07/2019WRJ05500202. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 232 of 14 May 2019, if the figures in the graph provided were in excess of the op-
erational capacity of the mortuary at University Hospital Waterford; if as a consequence this 
caused procedures to be delayed or postponed; if in the opinion of the chief medical officer such 
delays had the potential to affect a decision by a medical professional; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28670/19]

04/07/2019WRJ05600203. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 232 of 14 May 2019, the verbal, written electronic and other communications between 
his Department or agencies under his remit, the Office of the State Pathologist or agents of 
the Office of the State Pathologist in connection with the designation of the mortuary at Uni-
versity Hospital Waterford as unfit for purpose; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28671/19]

04/07/2019WRJ05700204. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 232 of 14 May 2019, the verbal, written electronic and other communications between 
his Department or agencies under his remit and other Departments or Ministers in connection 
with the designation of the mortuary at University Hospital Waterford as unfit for purpose; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28672/19]

04/07/2019WRJ05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 201 to 204, 
inclusive, together.

On 24 April last, the serious nature of the conditions in the mortuary at University Hospital 
Waterford (UHW) were first brought to my Department’s attention.  On 2 May 2019, the De-
partment of Justice forwarded correspondence to the Department of Health that it had received 
from the Office of the State Pathologist advising that State post-mortems would no longer be 
conducted in the mortuary at UHW. 

Subsequently, the Department of Health engaged with the Office of the State Pathologist 
which advised that, pending the building of a new mortuary at UHW, State post-mortem exami-
nations from the Waterford region, would be performed at alternative venues, including Dublin, 
Cork and Tullamore.  On 8 May, the Office of the State Pathologist formally advised the South 
South West Hospital Group that future State post-mortems would be performed at alternative 
venues, pending the building of a new mortuary at UHW. 

In relation to the Deputy’s specific queries with respect to the figures in the graph provided 
in the response to Parliamentary Question No. 232 of 14 May 2019, as these are operational 
issues, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly. It is a matter for both local Consul-
tants and hospital management to determine whether there have been any adverse impacts on 
the delivery of mortuary services and to respond to those in accordance with the HSE Incident 
Management Framework. 

It has been agreed that an independent review of the mortuary at University Hospital Water-
ford will be conducted to examine internal processes and pathways and management and gov-
ernance arrangements to ensure that they are consistent with contemporary practice. A review 
team and terms of reference have been agreed. The HSE has advised that the Review Team is 
working towards the completion of a Final Report in September.
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04/07/2019WRK00400Departmental Offices

04/07/2019WRK00500205. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the availability of bike parking 
spaces and lockers in all buildings used by his Department; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28698/19]

04/07/2019WRK00600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Department of Health’s offices at Mie-
sian Plaza, Lower Baggot Street, provides indoor accommodation for 146 bicycles and 166 
staff lockers. These facilities are shared with three other Government Departments.  Additional 
outdoor bicycle accommodation is provided to the front of the building for a further 34 bicycles.

04/07/2019WRK00700Ministerial Transport

04/07/2019WRK00800206. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the model of the car or cars used 
by him in the performance of his official duties; and if it is a diesel, petrol or electric engine. 
[28714/19]

04/07/2019WRK00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Minister’s personal car which is used in 
the performance of his official duties is an Audi A6 Diesel.

04/07/2019WRK01000Hospital Appointments Status

04/07/2019WRK01100207. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28720/19]

04/07/2019WRK01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

04/07/2019WRK01300HSE Funding

04/07/2019WRK01400208. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the budget allocated to a 
service (details supplied) in 2010; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28721/19]

04/07/2019WRK01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter I have referred the Deputy’s question to the Health Service Executive for direct 
reply to him.



 4 July 2019

103

04/07/2019WRK01600Ambulance Service Provision

04/07/2019WRK01700209. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health the progress made regarding the 
competitive dialogue and establishment of a framework agreement for the provision of private 
ambulance services for the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28724/19]

04/07/2019WRK01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to the Deputy. 

04/07/2019WRK01900Respite Care Services Data

04/07/2019WRK02000210. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of respite hours 
provided for adults with an intellectual disability in County Wicklow in each of the years 2008 
to 2018, in tabular form. [28725/19]

04/07/2019WRK02100211. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of respite hours 
provided for children with an intellectual disability in County Wicklow in each of the years 
from 2008 to 2018, in tabular form. [28726/19]

04/07/2019WRK02200212. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of respite hours 
provided for adolescents with an intellectual disability in County Wicklow in each of the years 
2008 to 2018, in tabular form. [28727/19]

04/07/2019WRK02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 210 to 212, inclusive, together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRK02600Services for People with Disabilities

04/07/2019WRK02700213. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
waiting list for residential care for adults with an intellectual disability in County Wicklow in 
each of the years 2008 to 2018, in tabular form. [28728/19]

04/07/2019WRK02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  
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As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRK02900Services for People with Disabilities

04/07/2019WRK03000214. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of adults with 
intellectual disabilities in residential care in County Wicklow. [28729/19]

04/07/2019WRK03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRK03200Hospital Staff Data

04/07/2019WRK03300215. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of HSE staff dis-
missed due to cases of medical negligence, either clinical or general, in each hospital group in 
each of the years 2014 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28730/19]

04/07/2019WRK03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

04/07/2019WRK03500Medical Negligence Cases

04/07/2019WRK03600216. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of cases of medi-
cal negligence brought by speciality in each of the years 2014 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28731/19]

04/07/2019WRK03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The State Claims Agency (SCA) has a statu-
tory remit to manage personal injury claims, including claims in respect of clinical negligence, 
on behalf of Delegated State Authorities (DSA’s) including the Health Service Executive. 

I have been informed by the State Claims Agency that the information in the following re-
port has been extracted from the National Incident Management System. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-07-04_pq216-04-07-19_en.pdf”>Medical Negligence Cases</a>]

04/07/2019WRK03800Hospital Consultant Contracts

04/07/2019WRK03900217. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of medical consul-
tants whose contracts include service development hours; the specialities in which they work; 
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the system in place to monitor the way in which consultants fulfil their service development 
hours; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28732/19]

04/07/2019WRK04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

04/07/2019WRK04100Hospital Consultant Contracts

04/07/2019WRK04200218. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of service devel-
opment hours consultants spent in public hospitals in each hospital group in each of the years 
2014 to 2018 and to date in 2019; the number of service development hours consultants have 
spent conducting private clinics in public hospitals in each hospital group in the same period, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28733/19]

04/07/2019WRK04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

04/07/2019WRK04400Dental Services Data

04/07/2019WRK04500219. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the ages of children waiting for 
a dental appointment in CHO 2; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28734/19]

04/07/2019WRK04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRK04700Health Services Data

04/07/2019WRK04800220. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the ages of children waiting for 
an eye test in CHO2; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28735/19]

04/07/2019WRK04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRK05000Audiology Services Data

04/07/2019WRK05100221. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the ages of children waiting for a 
hearing test in primary care in CHO 2; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28736/19]

04/07/2019WRK05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRK05300Speech and Language Therapy Waiting Lists

04/07/2019WRK05400222. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the ages of children waiting for 
a speech and language assessment in primary care in CHO2; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28737/19]

04/07/2019WRK05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
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have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

04/07/2019WRL00200Transport Support Scheme

04/07/2019WRL00300223. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion Nos. 278, 279 and 366 of 26 February 2019, the status of the revised proposals regarding 
the mobility allowance and motorised transport grant schemes; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28738/19]

04/07/2019WRL00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Deputy 
will be familiar with the background to the closure of both the Mobility Allowance and Moto-
rised Transport Grant schemes in 2013.

As outlined in my previous reply, my colleague, the Minister for Health and I, brought a 
Memorandum to Government on proposals for a new Transport Support Payment Scheme.  
Following consideration of the matter, it was decided to withdraw the Memorandum from the 
Cabinet Agenda at that time.  I intend to revert to Government in due course with revised pro-
posals to reflect the discussions at that Cabinet meeting and further discussions between myself 
and Minister Harris, on the best way to progress the Transport Scheme.  However, it is not pos-
sible for me at this stage to provide the Deputy with a precise time frame for when I will revert 
to Cabinet.

04/07/2019WRL00500Hospital Services

04/07/2019WRL00600224. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will be called for an endoscopy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28739/19]

04/07/2019WRL00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible

04/07/2019WRL00800Medicinal Products Reimbursement

04/07/2019WRL00900225. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health if the possibility of extending 
access to a drug (details supplied) for all types of cancers including neuroendocrine of the lar-
ynx will be investigated; if he will request the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics and the 
HSE Drugs Group to assess the matter as urgently as possible; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28749/19]

04/07/2019WRL01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.  The Act specifies the criteria for decisions on the reim-
bursement of medicines. As Minister I have no role in this statutory process. 

In line with the 2013 Act and the national framework agreed with industry, if a company 
would like a medicine to be reimbursed by the HSE, it must submit an application to the HSE 
to have the new medicine added to the reimbursement list.

Reimbursement is provided for licenced indications which have been granted a market au-
thorisation by the European Medicines Agency or the Health Products Regulatory Authority.
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Pembrolizumab has been granted marketing authorisation for a number of indications and 
is included on the HSE reimbursement list for some of those indications. In addition, a number 
of other indications are currently being assessed for reimbursement.

Clinical trials for various immunotherapies, including pembrolizumab, are ongoing globally 
for a range of other possible indications which may receive marketing authorisation in the EU 
over the next number of years. Each of those indications will be considered for reimbursement 
as market authorisations are granted and applications received.

04/07/2019WRL01100Hospital Appointments Status

04/07/2019WRL01200226. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28750/19]

04/07/2019WRL01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

04/07/2019WRL01400Disabilities Assessments

04/07/2019WRL01500227. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health if a family (de-
tails supplied) will have to go without an assessment of need for their child in view of the fact 
that the €1,000 fee for a private assessment is not within their financial means; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28752/19]

04/07/2019WRL01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRL01700Hospital Waiting Lists Data
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04/07/2019WRL01800228. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the most recent outpatient and 
inpatient waiting list figures for the Midland Regional Hospital, Mullingar; the equivalent set of 
figures from the previous 12 months; the length of time these patients have been waiting on a 3, 
6, 12 and 24 month basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28776/19]

04/07/2019WRL01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am conscious that waiting times are often 
unacceptably long and of the burden that this places on patients and their families. In this re-
gard, the Government is committed to improving waiting times for hospital appointments and 
procedures.   

Budget 2019 announced that the Government has further increased investment in tackling 
waiting lists, with funding to the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) increasing from 
€55 million in 2018 to €75 million in 2019. The joint Department of Health/HSE/National 
Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) Scheduled Care Access Plan 2019 was published in March 
and sets out measures to improve care for patients waiting for scheduled care in 2019 by reduc-
ing waiting times for inpatient/day case treatment and outpatient appointments. The plan places 
a strong focus on ten high-volume Inpatient/Day Case procedures. When combined with HSE 
activity, it is projected that the NTPF will be in a position to offer treatment to all clinically suit-
able patients waiting more than 6 months for one of these high-volume procedures.   

A key element of the Plan is the stabilisation of the Outpatient Waiting List. Under the Plan 
the HSE, in line with the National Service Plan, will aim to deliver 3.3 million outpatient ap-
pointments, of which approximately 1 million will be first appointments. For its part the NTPF 
will aim to deliver 40,000 first Outpatient appointments.   

The NTPF advise that over recent months they have placed a particular focus on engag-
ing with hospital groups and individual hospitals to identify outpatient waiting list proposals. 
While the NTPF have already approved over 38,000 outpatient appointments, they advise that 
the impact of these initiatives may not be seen until the end of the year. Approximately 75% 
of outpatient appointments approved to date relate to 4 high-volume specialities, specifically 
Ophthalmology, ENT, Orthopaedics, and Dermatology.   

In addition, my Department is working with the HSE and NTPF, under the Access Plan, 
with the objective of developing medium-long term improvement initiatives for patient access 
to hospital procedures. This will include moving care to more appropriate settings and provid-
ing care at the lowest level of complexity such as providing ophthalmology in the community; 
maximising the use of Advanced Nurse Practitioner led clinics; and physiotherapists to manage 
orthopaedic clinics.   

The data requested by the deputy is outlined in the documents in the following link.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-07-04_pq228-04-07-19_en.xlsx”>Outpatient WL</a>]

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-07-04_pq228-4-07-19_en.xlsx”>MRH Mullingar WL</a>]

04/07/2019WRL02000Mental Health Services Funding

04/07/2019WRL02100229. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the level of funding provided for 
mental health services in each county in each of the years 2014 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28780/19]
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04/07/2019WRL02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

04/07/2019WRL02300Mental Health Services Data

04/07/2019WRL02400230. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of children that 
ended up having to access adult mental health services in each county in each of the years 2014 
to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28781/19]

04/07/2019WRL02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

04/07/2019WRL02600State Claims Agency Data

04/07/2019WRL02700231. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health if the information requested 
in Parliamentary Question No. 244 of 2 April 2019 will be forwarded; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28797/19]

04/07/2019WRL02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I refer to the Parliamentary Question No. 
244 for written answer on 2nd April 2019. A holding reply had issued to the PQ at the time and 
I had undertaken to obtain the outstanding information for the Deputy from the State Claims 
Agency (SCA), which manages claims in relation to clinical negligence.  Due to an administra-
tive oversight, my Department had not issued the information which had been received from the 
State Claims Agency. I apologise to the Deputy for this oversight. The response to the Deputy’s 
question is now set out below.

In relation to the Deputy’s reference in his question concerning  missed diagnosis, it is im-
portant to note that a screening test is not a diagnostic test. Cervical screening aims to prevent 
cervical cancer through the early detection and treatment of pre-cancerous changes on the cer-
vix. Earlier detection can often increase treatment options, as well as reduce the invasiveness of 
that treatment. It is estimated that regular cervical screening can prevent 75% (or 3 out of 4) of 
cervical cancer cases. Since 2008, 1,200 invasive cancers have been detected by CervicalCheck. 
More than 50,000 women with high grade abnormalities (CIN 2 & 3) have been diagnosed and 
treated, considerably reducing their risk of developing cervical cancer. CervicalCheck has been 
successful in reducing cervical cancer rates in Ireland - these dropped from around 14 per 
100,000 in the period 2009-2011 to 10 per 100,000 in the period 2013-2015.  Cervical screening 
will not prevent all cases of cervical cancer, and some women will still develop cervical cancer 
despite regular screening.

Also, I would like to clarify matters regarding the Deputy’s reference to alleged failings 
in the cervical cancer screening programme. It should be noted that the Report of the Scop-
ing Inquiry into the CervicalCheck Screening Programme, conducted by Dr Gabriel Scally, is 
unequivocal in stating that the widespread non-disclosure of the results of historical screening 
audits was a substantial breach of trust for the women and families concerned. It caused signifi-
cant distress and additional suffering to those affected.

However, Dr Scally was clear in his Final Report, published in September 2018, that the 
Inquiry was satisfied with the quality management processes in the laboratories contracted by 



Questions - Written Answers

110

CervicalCheck. His report presented no evidence that either the rates of discordant smear re-
porting or the performance of the programme fell below what is expected in a cervical screen-
ing programme.  Dr Scally also confirmed that he found no reason why the existing contracts 
for laboratory services should not continue until the new HPV regime is introduced.

In response to the Deputy’s question relating to the number of claims on hand in this regard, 
I have been informed by the State Claims Agency that the information set out below has been 
extracted from the National Incident Management System (NIMS) and is correct as at 30th 
March 2019:

1. Number of Claims on hand:   There are currently 98 claims relating to allegations of 
misinterpretation of slides by the National Screening Service under active management by the 
State Claims Agency.

2. Number of Claims Settled:  To date the SCA has settled 4 of these claims.

3. Amount paid out in claims to date:   Due to the low volume of claims paid out to date, the 
SCA is unable to provide this figure as it could lead to the identification of an individual.

4. Legal costs of the cases:   In respect of all associated National Screening Services cases, 
legal costs amounting to €590,583 have been paid.  These legal costs include fees paid to me-
diation services, which is consistent with the SCA’s policy of using mediation wherever possible 
to resolve these claims in a non-adversarial manner that does not add to the considerable pain 
and trauma of the people affected and their families.  These legal fees also include matters not 
relating to the areas in which the State has already accepted liability.  It is anticipated that 
much of the work carried out in respect of these initial cases, and by extension the fees incurred, 
will be applied in resolving future cases that have been notified to the SCA and that this work 
will not need to be repeated in managing these future cases.

For clarity, I would ask the Deputy to note that the settlements outlined above were agreed 
with the laboratories, and the amounts were paid by the laboratories.

04/07/2019WRL02900Disabilities Assessments

04/07/2019WRL03000232. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (details sup-
plied) will be investigated regarding an assessment of needs application; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28803/19]

04/07/2019WRL03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRL03200Cannabis for Medicinal Use

04/07/2019WRL03300233. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the arrangements in place to 
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facilitate access to the compassionate access programme for medicinal cannabis for persons in 
Northern Ireland; if a protocol exists for access; if not, if one is being devised; if, in the interim, 
access can be arranged; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28818/19]

04/07/2019WRL03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My understanding is that the Deputy is re-
ferring to access to healthcare in Ireland for a person from Northern Ireland, under the terms of 
the Cross Border Directive (CBD).

The Directive provides that patients who are entitled to a particular health service in the 
public healthcare system of their home Member State are also entitled to be reimbursed by their 
home State if they choose to receive such treatment in another Member State.  In this context 
the person should contact the UK National Contact Point (NCP) to check their eligibility for 
healthcare under the Directive in any particular circumstance and the particular pathway they 
should take to avail of such healthcare.

In addition, the Directive provides that the NCP in the Member State in which treatment 
is being sought must ensure that information about accessing healthcare services in that State 
under the Directive, including detail of the healthcare providers in the State, is available or 
accessible to persons from other EU / EEA States.  In this context the person may contact the 
Irish NCP in writing at HSE National Contact Point (NCP), St Canices, Laken, Dublin Road, 
Kilkenny, R95 P231 or by phone on 00 353 (0)56 7784546.

04/07/2019WRL03500Medical Card Eligibility

04/07/2019WRL03600234. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the reason persons living with 
fibromyalgia are not covered under the medical card and the GMS. [28819/19]

04/07/2019WRL03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE’s Expert Group on Medical Need 
and Medical Card Eligibility examined the issue of awarding medical cards on the basis of ill-
ness and concluded that it was not feasible, desirable, nor ethically justifiable to list medical 
conditions in priority order for medical card eligibility. The Expert Group also concluded that 
a person’s means should remain the main qualifier for a medical card. This position remains 
unchanged.

Nevertheless, every effort is made by the HSE, within the framework of the legislation, to 
support applicants in applying for a medical card and, in particular, to take full account of the 
difficult circumstances in the case of applicants who may be in excess of the income guidelines.  
The HSE may exercise discretion and grant a medical card, even though an applicant exceeds 
the income threshold where they face difficult financial circumstances, such as extra costs aris-
ing from an illness. Social and medical issues are considered when determining whether undue 
hardship exists for an individual accessing general practitioner or other medical services. The 
HSE affords applicants the opportunity to furnish supporting documentation to fully take ac-
count of all the relevant circumstances that may benefit them in the assessment including medi-
cal evidence of cost and necessary expenses. 

The HSE also has a system in place for the provision of medical cards in response to emer-
gency situations i.e. in circumstances where persons are in need of urgent or on-going medical 
care that they cannot afford and also for persons in palliative care who are terminally ill. These 
medical cards are issued within 24 hours of receipt of the required patient details and a letter 
which confirms the medical condition from a doctor or consultant. With the exception of termi-
nally ill patients, all medical cards, granted on an emergency basis, are followed up with a full 
application within a number of weeks.
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04/07/2019WRL03800Respite Care Services Funding

04/07/2019WRL03900235. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if the HSE has cut funding for 
a respite services summer camp for children with special needs at a location (details supplied). 
[28820/19]

04/07/2019WRL04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Govern-
ment wishes to provide more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a 
disability. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy

04/07/2019WRL04100Health Services Staff Data

04/07/2019WRL04200236. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 163 of 12 June 2019, the action he will be taking to protect health service staff from 
assaults [28822/19]

04/07/2019WRL04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

04/07/2019WRL04400Hospital Services

04/07/2019WRL04500237. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
supplied) will receive an appointment at Cappagh Hospital for surgery. [28857/19]

04/07/2019WRL04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

04/07/2019WRL04700Medicinal Products Reimbursement
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04/07/2019WRL04800238. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health if the HSE will fund Ocre-
vus for persons with primary progressive multiple sclerosis (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28858/19]

04/07/2019WRL04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, under the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medi-
cal Goods) Act 2013. The Act specifies criteria for decisions on the reimbursement of medi-
cines. As Minister, I have no role in this statutory process. 

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, including the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeco-
nomics (NCPE). The NCPE conducts health technology assessments (HTAs) for the HSE and 
makes recommendations on reimbursement to assist HSE decisions. The NCPE uses a decision 
framework to systematically assess whether a drug’s clinical and cost effectiveness as a health 
intervention.

The HSE strives to reach a decision in as timely a manner as possible. However, because of 
the significant monies involved, it must ensure that the best price is achieved, as these commit-
ments are often multi-million euro, ongoing investments. This can lead to a protracted delibera-
tion process.

I wish to advise you that the NCPE completed a health technology assessment in October 
2018 on ocrelizumab for adult patients with early primary progressive multiple sclerosis. The 
NCPE did not recommend that it be reimbursed for this indication. However, the HSE has ad-
vised that there has since been considerable commercial engagement with the applicant. 

The HSE’s final decsion on reimbursement will take into consideration the statutory criteria 
contained in the 2013 Health Act.

04/07/2019WRL05000Nursing Homes Support Scheme Data

04/07/2019WRL05100239. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing placement under the fair deal scheme at the end of June 2019 or the latest date available; 
the average waiting time; and the length of time waiting by local health area in tabular form 
[28871/19]

04/07/2019WRL05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

04/07/2019WRL05300Hospital Beds Data

04/07/2019WRL05400240. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of beds and 
wards in all public and voluntary acute hospitals that were closed on 28 June 2019 or the latest 
date on which data for validated bed closures at hospital and ward level are available, in tabular 
form. [28872/19]

04/07/2019WRL05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Open Beds Report, published by my 
Department monthly, provides a summary of the average numbers of open inpatient beds and 
day beds/places in the acute hospital system based on data provided by the HSE. It can be found 
here: https://health.gov.ie/blog/publications/department-of-health-open-beds-report/ 
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According to provisional data received from the HSE Acute Business Information Unit, 
there were on average 10,984 inpatient beds and 2,223 day case beds/places available nation-
ally in April 2019. 

Information relating to closed beds is collated at a particular date in time. The number of 
beds closed can fluctuate greatly from day to day for a variety of reasons, including on-going 
refurbishment, maintenance work, and infection control measures.

In relation to the particular data requested, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy 
directly.

04/07/2019WRL05600Hospitals Discharges

04/07/2019WRL05700241. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of delayed dis-
charges in each public and voluntary hospital at the end of June 2019, in tabular form. [28873/19]

04/07/2019WRL05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Delayed discharge data in the manner re-
quested by the Deputy is published by the HSE in the Management Data Report (MDR). The 
latest MDR to end March is available at: 

https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/publications/performancereports/management-data-report-
march-2019.pdf

With regard to data to end June, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to the Deputy directly.

04/07/2019WRL05900Hospitals Discharges

04/07/2019WRL06000242. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of bed days lost 
through delayed discharges in June 2019 in each public and voluntary hospital, in tabular form. 
[28874/19]

04/07/2019WRL06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

04/07/2019WRM00200Ambulance Service Response Times

04/07/2019WRM00300243. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the percentage of clinical 
status 1 ECHO incidents responded to by a first responder in seven minutes and 59 seconds or 
less in each ambulance station in each month to the end of June 2019 or the latest date avail-
able; and the percentage of clinical status 1 DELTA incidents responded to by a patient carrying 
vehicle in 7 minutes and 59 seconds or less, in tabular form. [28875/19]

04/07/2019WRM00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

04/07/2019WRM00500Emergency Departments Waiting Times

04/07/2019WRM00600244. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of patients aged 
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75 years of age or over that experienced an emergency department wait time of more than 24 
hours during June 2019; and the hospitals in which the wait occurred. [28876/19]

04/07/2019WRM00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I wish to acknowledge the distress over-
crowded Emergency Departments cause to patients, their families, and frontline staff working 
in very challenging working conditions in hospitals throughout the country.

The hospital system is currently operating at close to full capacity. The number of patients 
attending Emergency Departments continues to increase year on year, with approximately 1.3 
million attendances in 2018, up 3.5% on 2017. For the first five months of 2019, the number of 
patients attending hospital EDs increased by 4.9%, and the number of ED admissions increased 
by 3.3% compared to the same period last year. This reflects increasing demand for unsched-
uled care, especially by patients in the 75 years and over age group.

However, the National Service Plan 2019 includes an expected activity target that 99% of 
patients aged 75 and over attending at an Emergency Department are discharged or admitted 
within 24 hours. Therefore, any breach of this target in respect of patients in this age cohort is 
unacceptable.

With regard to the specific question the Deputy has asked, as this is a service matter, I have 
asked the HSE to respond directly.

04/07/2019WRM00800Care of the Elderly

04/07/2019WRM00900245. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of home support 
hours being provided in each LHO area to the end of June 2019; the number of persons on the 
waiting list for home support hours in each LHO area; and the number waiting zero to three, 
three to six, six to 12 and more than 12 months plus, respectively, in tabular form. [28877/19]

04/07/2019WRM01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

04/07/2019WRM01100Ambulance Service Data

04/07/2019WRM01200246. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of ambulance 
attendances at each emergency department nationally in June 2019; the number of such am-
bulances that waited longer than 20 minutes to hand over patients, get their trolleys back and 
return to responding to calls; the number that waited longer than 40, 60, 90, 120 and more than 
180 minutes for same, respectively, in tabular form. [28878/19]

04/07/2019WRM01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

04/07/2019WRM01400Hospital Waiting Lists Data

04/07/2019WRM01500247. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of spinal fusion 
patients currently waiting less than four months for treatment in Our Lady’s Children’s Hospi-
tal, Crumlin and Temple Street Children’s University Hospital at the end of June 2019 or the 
latest date available; the number waiting four to eight and more than eight months for same; and 
if he will provide the same information for other spinal patients. [28879/19]
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04/07/2019WRM01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I sincerely regret that children can experi-
ence a long waiting time for treatment for scoliosis, and I am conscious of the burden that this 
places on them and their families.  

The long-term strategy to develop sustainable scoliosis services from 2018 and into 2019 
is a priority for my Department and for the HSE. Children’s Health Ireland (CHI) advise that 
the impact of investment and the implementation of the Scoliosis 10 Point Action Plan is now 
starting to deliver results with a consistent reduction in waiting times being recorded.  

CHI also advise that the total number of surgeries performed in 2018 was 418 compared 
with 371 in 2017. This represents an increase in activity of 12% against 2017 and an increase in 
activity of 87% compared to 2016 when 224 procedures were carried out. 

More broadly, all patient referrals to the orthopaedic spinal service at CHI are reviewed and 
clinically prioritised by a consultant. These patients are seen in order of clinical priority. Most 
patients are seen within 12 months. 

An additional 800 outpatient orthopaedic appointments were given to patients in CHI at 
Crumlin in 2018 compared to 2017 which contributed to a 31% reduction in the overall ortho-
paedic outpatient waiting list. 

My Department is working closely with CHI with the aim of supporting the further devel-
opment of a sustainable scoliosis service and ensuring that the on-going demand for services is 
met. 

In relation to the Deputy’s request for a specific breakdown of the number of patients wait-
ing for spinal fusion and spinal other procedures, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRM01700Health Services Data

04/07/2019WRM01800248. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
each LHO area waiting for a podiatry appointment in primary care at the end of June 2019 or 
the latest date available; and the number waiting zero to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 
weeks, respectively. [28880/19]

04/07/2019WRM01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRM02000Health Services Data

04/07/2019WRM02100249. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
each LHO area waiting for an ophthalmology appointment in primary care at the end of June 
2019 or the latest date available; and the number waiting zero to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more 
than 52 weeks, respectively. [28881/19]

04/07/2019WRM02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRM02300Audiology Services Data
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04/07/2019WRM02400250. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
each LHO area waiting for an audiology appointment in primary care at the end of June 2019 
or the latest date available; and the number waiting zero to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 
52 weeks, respectively. [28882/19]

04/07/2019WRM02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRM02600Health Services Data

04/07/2019WRM02700251. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
each LHO area waiting for a dietetics appointment in primary care at the end of June 2019 or 
the latest date available; and the number waiting zero to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 
weeks, respectively. [28883/19]

04/07/2019WRM02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

04/07/2019WRM02900Health Services Data

04/07/2019WRM03000252. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
each LHO area waiting for an oral health appointment in primary care at the end of June 2019 
or the latest date available; and the number waiting zero to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 
52 weeks, respectively. [28884/19]

04/07/2019WRM03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

Hospitals Data

04/07/2019WRN00200253. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for a MRI scan in the RCSI Hospital group 
less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively.  
[28885/19]

04/07/2019WRN00300254. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the RCSI Hospital Group 
less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively.  
[28886/19]

04/07/2019WRN00400255. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for a MRI scan in the Dublin Midlands 
Hospital Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively.  [28887/19]

04/07/2019WRN00500256. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the Dublin Midlands 
Hospital Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively.  [28888/19]
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04/07/2019WRN00600257. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the Dublin Midlands 
Hospital Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively.  [28889/19]

04/07/2019WRN00700258. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the Dublin Midlands 
Hospital Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively.  [28890/19]

04/07/2019WRN00800259. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the Dublin 
Midlands Hospital Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 
months, respectively.  [28891/19]

04/07/2019WRN00900260. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the Dublin 
Midlands Hospital Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 
months, respectively.  [28892/19]

04/07/2019WRN01000261. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound in the Dublin Midlands 
Hospital Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively.  [28893/19]

04/07/2019WRN01100262. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for a MRI scan in the South/South West 
Hospital Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively.  [28894/19]

04/07/2019WRN01200263. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the South/South West 
Hospital Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively.  [28895/19]

04/07/2019WRN01300264. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the South/South West 
Hospital Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively.  [28896/19]

04/07/2019WRN01400265. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the South/South West 
Hospital Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively.  [28897/19]

04/07/2019WRN01500266. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram scan in the 
South/South West Hospital Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more 
than 12 months, respectively.  [28898/19]

04/07/2019WRN01600267. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the South/
South West Hospital Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 
months, respectively.  [28899/19]
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04/07/2019WRN01700268. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the South/South 
West Hospital Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 
months, respectively.  [28900/19]

04/07/2019WRN01800269. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for a MRI scan in the Saolta Hospital Group 
less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively.  
[28901/19]

04/07/2019WRN01900270. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the Saolta Hospital Group 
less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively.  
[28902/19]

04/07/2019WRN02000271. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the Saolta Hospital Group 
less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively.  
[28903/19]

04/07/2019WRN02100272. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the Saolta Hospital 
Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively.  
[28904/19]

04/07/2019WRN02200273. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the Saolta 
Hospital Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively.  [28905/19]

04/07/2019WRN02300274. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the Saolta 
Hospital Group [28906/19]

04/07/2019WRN02400275. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the Saolta Hospital 
Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively.  
[28907/19]

04/07/2019WRN02500276. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for a MRI scan in the University of Limerick 
Hospital Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively.  [28908/19]

04/07/2019WRN02600277. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the University of Limerick 
Hospital Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively.  [28909/19]

04/07/2019WRN02700278. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the University of Limerick 
Hospital Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively.  [28910/19]

04/07/2019WRN02800279. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
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ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the University of Limer-
ick Hospital Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28911/19]

04/07/2019WRN02900280. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the Univer-
sity of Limerick Hospital Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more 
than 12 months, respectively.  [28912/19]

04/07/2019WRN03000281. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the Uni-
versity of Limerick Hospital Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more 
than 12 months, respectively.  [28913/19]

04/07/2019WRN03100282. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the University of 
Limerick Hospital Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 
months, respectively.  [28914/19]

04/07/2019WRN03200283. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the RCSI Hospital Group 
less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively.  
[28915/19]

04/07/2019WRN03300284. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the RCSI Hospital 
Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively.  
[28916/19]

04/07/2019WRN03400285. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the RCSI 
Hospital Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively.  [28917/19]

04/07/2019WRN03500286. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the RCSI 
Hospital Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively.  [28918/19]

04/07/2019WRN03600287. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the RCSI Hospital 
Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively.  
[28919/19]

04/07/2019WRN03700288. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for a MRI scan in the Ireland East Hospital 
group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively.  
[28920/19]

04/07/2019WRN03800289. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the Ireland East Hospital 
Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively.  
[28921/19]

04/07/2019WRN03900290. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
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ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the Ireland East Hospital 
Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively.  
[28922/19]

04/07/2019WRN04000291. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the Ireland East Hospi-
tal Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, respec-
tively.  [28923/19]

04/07/2019WRN04100292. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the Ireland 
East Hospital Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 
months, respectively.  [28924/19]

04/07/2019WRN04200293. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the Ire-
land East Hospital Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 
months, respectively.  [28925/19]

04/07/2019WRN04300294. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 30 June 2019 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the Ireland East 
Hospital Group less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively.  [28926/19]

04/07/2019WRN04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 253 to 294, 
inclusive, together.

The HSE advise that a pilot project was commenced in 2016 by the HSE Acute Hospitals 
Division to progress the collection of national radiology waiting list data. The project has been 
supported by the Radiology Clinical Care Programme and has involved key stakeholders across 
the system including the National NIMIS Team, Hospital Groups, and the support of the Na-
tional Treatment Purchase Fund for data collection and data management expertise.

The data requested by the Deputy is collected quarterly and will be provided by my Depart-
ment to the Deputy, in the format requested, when the data for Quarter 2 2019 becomes avail-
able.

04/07/2019WRO01400Nursing Staff Recruitment

04/07/2019WRO01500295. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of nurses re-
cruited to date in 2019 across all sectors of the health service; and the net increase in nursing 
numbers resulting from the recruitment. [28927/19]

04/07/2019WRO01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

04/07/2019WRO01700Speech and Language Therapy Data

04/07/2019WRO01800296. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of speech and 
language therapists recruited to date in 2019; the sectors of the health service under which they 
have been recruited, that is, primary care, acute and disability services; and the net increase in 
speech and language therapists numbers resulting from the recruitment. [28928/19]
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04/07/2019WRO01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

04/07/2019WRO02000Occupational Therapy Data

04/07/2019WRO02100297. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of occupational 
therapists newly recruited to date in 2019; the sectors of the health service under which they 
have been recruited, that is, primary care, acute and disability services; and the net increase in 
occupational therapists numbers resulting from the recruitment. [28929/19]

04/07/2019WRO02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

04/07/2019WRO02300HSE Staff Data

04/07/2019WRO02400298. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of physiothera-
pists newly recruited to date in 2019; the sectors of the health service under which they have 
been recruited, that is, primary care, acute and disability services; and the net increase in phys-
iotherapists numbers resulting from the recruitment. [28930/19]

04/07/2019WRO02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

04/07/2019WRO02600Speech and Language Therapy Data

04/07/2019WRO02700299. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of speech and 
language therapists employed in each CHO; and the equivalent figures for the same date in 
2017 and 2018, in tabular form. [28931/19]

04/07/2019WRO02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

04/07/2019WRO02900Occupational Therapy Data

04/07/2019WRO03000300. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of occupational 
therapists employed in each CHO; and the equivalent figures for the same date in 2017 and 
2018, in tabular form. [28932/19]

04/07/2019WRO03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

04/07/2019WRO03200HSE Staff Data

04/07/2019WRO03300301. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of physiothera-
pists employed in each CHO; and the equivalent figures for the same date in 2017 and 2018, in 
tabular form. [28933/19]

04/07/2019WRO03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
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the Deputy on this matter.

04/07/2019WRO03500Hospital Consultant Recruitment

04/07/2019WRO03600302. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of approved 
consultant posts in whole-time equivalent terms in each public and voluntary hospital; and the 
equivalent figures for the same date in 2017 and 2018, in tabular form. [28934/19]

04/07/2019WRO03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

04/07/2019WRP00200Hospital Staff Data

04/07/2019WRP00300303. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of approved se-
nior house officer posts in whole-time equivalent terms in each public and voluntary hospital; 
and the equivalent figures for the same date in 2017 and 2018, in tabular form. [28935/19]

04/07/2019WRP00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

04/07/2019WRP00500Hospital Staff Data

04/07/2019WRP00600304. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of approved 
registrar posts in whole-time equivalent terms in each public and voluntary hospital; and the 
equivalent figures for the same date in 2017 and 2018, in tabular form. [28936/19]

04/07/2019WRP00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

04/07/2019WRP00800Hospital Staff Data

04/07/2019WRP00900305. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of approved se-
nior registrar posts in whole-time equivalent terms in each public and voluntary hospital; and 
the equivalent figures for the same date in 2017 and 2018, in tabular form. [28937/19]

04/07/2019WRP01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

04/07/2019WRP01100Hospital Staff Data

04/07/2019WRP01200306. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of approved 
clinical dental surgeon posts in whole-time equivalent terms employed by the HSE; and the 
equivalent figures for the same date in 2017 and 2018, in tabular form. [28938/19]

04/07/2019WRP01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.
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04/07/2019WRP01400Hospital Staff Data

04/07/2019WRP01500307. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of approved 
general dental surgeon posts in whole-time equivalent terms employed by the HSE; and the 
equivalent figures for the same date in 2017 and 2018, in tabular form. [28939/19]

04/07/2019WRP01600308. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of approved 
senior dental surgeon posts in whole-time equivalent terms employed by the HSE; and the 
equivalent figures for the same date in 2017 and 2018, in tabular form. [28940/19]

04/07/2019WRP01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 307 and 
308 together.

I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

04/07/2019WRP01900Nursing Staff Data

04/07/2019WRP02000309. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of approved reg-
istered intellectual disability nurse posts in whole-time equivalent terms employed by the HSE; 
and the equivalent figures for the same date in 2017 and 2018, in tabular form. [28941/19]

04/07/2019WRP02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

04/07/2019WRP02200Patient Data

04/07/2019WRP02300310. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of patients that 
attended the rapid access lung clinic in designated cancer centres during the first six months of 
2019. [28942/19]

04/07/2019WRP02400311. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of patients that 
attended the rapid access prostate clinic in cancer centres during the first six months of 2019; 
and the number of patients attending prostate rapid clinics that attended or were offered an 
appointment within 20 working days of receipt of referral in the cancer centres over the same 
period. [28943/19]

04/07/2019WRP02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 310 and 
311 together.

Rapid Access Clinics (RACs) for patients with suspected breast disease (symptomatic breast 
disease clinics), prostate or lung cancer symptoms were established by the National Cancer 
Control Programme (NCCP) in the eight designated cancer centres (with a satellite symptom-
atic breast disease clinic in Letterkenny University Hospital) in the period 2009-2012. Rapid 
Access Clinics provide multidisciplinary care for breast, lung and prostate referrals.

- From January to April 2019, 70.7% of patients referred to Prostate Cancer Clinics were 
seen within the target time of 20 working days (target: 90%).

- From January to April 2019, 87.3% of patients referred to Lung Cancer Clinics were seen 
within the target time of 10 working days (target: 95%).

The performance of hospitals in meeting these targets is monitored on an on-going basis by 
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the NCCP.

Figures for Rapid Access Prostate and Lung Cancer Clinics, based on the most recently 
available data (January-April 2019), are as follows:

Cancer   Services - Prostate Cancer January February March April Total
Number of patients attending prostate rapid 
access clinics in the cancer centres

320 244 322 368 1254

04/07/2019WRP02700HSE Agency Staff Expenditure

04/07/2019WRP02800312. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the amount the HSE spent 
on agency staff in each month to date in 2019; the equivalent figures for each month in 2018; 
the proportion of the anticipated agency staff expenditure of the HSE for 2019 that has been 
incurred to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28944/19]

04/07/2019WRP02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

04/07/2019WRP03000Prescriptions Data

04/07/2019WRP03100313. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the amount collected in pre-
scription charges for medical card prescriptions in each of the years 2015 to 2018; and the pro-
jected amount for 2019. [28945/19]

04/07/2019WRP03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRP03300Hospitals Discharges

04/07/2019WRP03400314. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of elective in-
patient discharges in each public and voluntary hospital during the first six months of 2019. 
[28946/19]

04/07/2019WRP03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting time for patients for hos-
pital operations and procedures is a key priority for Government. Last year saw considerable 
improvement in the number of patients waiting for procedures. As a result of increased activity 
and the ongoing collaboration between the HSE and the National Treatment Purchase Fund 
(NTPF), the number of patients waiting for an Inpatient or Day case procedure fell to 70,204 in 
December 2018, from a peak of 86,100 in July 2017. This represents a reduction of over 18% 
in the overall number of patients waiting for a procedure. The number of patients waiting more 
than 3 months fell by more than 17,700, or 31% in the same period from July 2017 to the end 
of December 2018.

Budget 2019 announced that the Government had further increased investment in tackling-
waiting lists, with funding to the National Treatment Purchase Fund increasing from €55 mil-
lion in 2018 to €75 million in 2019.  The joint Department of Health, HSE, and NTPF Sched-
uled Care Access Plan 2019 was published in March. Under the Plan the HSE, in line with the 
National Service Plan, will deliver 1.155 million elective inpatient and day case discharges at a 
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value of €1.4 billion in 2019 and the NTPF will arrange 25,000 hospital operations and proce-
dures at a value of €58 million. 

In relation to the specific matter raised, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the 
Deputy.

04/07/2019WRP03600Patient Data

04/07/2019WRP03700315. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of haemodialysis 
patients treated in acute hospitals during the first six months of 2019. [28947/19]

04/07/2019WRP03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

04/07/2019WRP03900Patient Data

04/07/2019WRP04000316. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of haemodialysis 
patients treated in contracted centres during the first six months of 2019. [28948/19]

04/07/2019WRP04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

04/07/2019WRP04200Patient Data

04/07/2019WRP04300317. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of home thera-
pies dialysis patients treatments during the first six months of 2019. [28949/19]

04/07/2019WRP04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

04/07/2019WRP04500Patient Data

04/07/2019WRP04600318. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the percentage of acute stroke 
patients that spent all or some of their hospital stay in an acute or combined stroke unit during 
the first six months of 2019. [28950/19]

04/07/2019WRP04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRP04800Patient Data

04/07/2019WRP04900319. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the percentage of patients 
with confirmed acute ischaemic stroke that received thrombolysis during the first six months of 
2019. [28951/19]

04/07/2019WRP05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.
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04/07/2019WRP05100Ambulance Service Data

04/07/2019WRP05200320. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of emergency 
ambulances decommissioned by the National Ambulance Service to date in 2019; the number 
of new emergency ambulances acquired to date in 2019; the number of intermediate care am-
bulances decommissioned to date in 2019; the number of new intermediate care ambulances ac-
quired to date in 2019; the number of rapid response vehicles decommissioned to date in 2019; 
the number of new rapid response vehicles acquired to date in 2019; the number of vehicles 
commissioned or purchased as rapid response vehicles by the service acquired to date in 2019; 
the number in use; the number awaiting entry into service; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28952/19]

04/07/2019WRP05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the queries raised by the Deputy relate to 
operational matters, I have asked the HSE to reply to you directly. 

04/07/2019WRP05400Ambulance Service Data

04/07/2019WRP05500321. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of emergency 
ambulances in service; the number by the year they entered service by pods and vehicles in 
terms of the date they entered service and the HSE region in which they are based; the number 
of intermediate care ambulances in service; the number according to the year they entered ser-
vice by pods and vehicles in terms of the date they entered service and the HSE region in which 
they are based in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28953/19]

04/07/2019WRP05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the queries raised by the Deputy relate to 
operational matters, I have asked the HSE to reply to you directly. 

04/07/2019WRP05700Ambulance Service Data

04/07/2019WRP05800322. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the distances travelled by 
emergency ambulances that are in service by each HSE region and subdivided by every 50,000 
or 80,000 km; the distances travelled by intermediate care ambulances in service; the distances 
travelled by rapid response vehicles in service in such a capacity; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28954/19]

04/07/2019WRP05900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the queries raised by the Deputy relate to 
operational matters, I have asked the HSE to reply to you directly.

04/07/2019WRQ00200General Practitioner Data

04/07/2019WRQ00300323. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of general prac-
titioner vacancies in each local health area, in tabular form. [28955/19]

04/07/2019WRQ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for it to be referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRQ00500Emergency Departments Data
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04/07/2019WRQ00600324. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of emergency 
medicine consultants in each public or voluntary hospital with an emergency department; the 
number of 24 hour emergency departments; and the number that have an emergency medicine 
consultant available daily on a 24 hour basis. [28956/19]

04/07/2019WRQ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

04/07/2019WRQ00800Hospital Charges

04/07/2019WRQ00900325. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the revenue raised between 
1 January and 31 December 2018 from charges for private patients in public beds in public 
and voluntary hospitals; the details for 2015, 2016, and 2017; the number of procedures from 
1 January to 31 December 2018 in each public and voluntary hospital which treated private 
patients in public beds; the equivalent figures for 2015, 2016 and 2017; the number of appli-
cations for payment by the insurer submitted by each hospital for such procedures carried out 
between 1 January and 31 December 2018; and the equivalent figures for 2015, 2016 and 2017. 
[28957/19]

04/07/2019WRQ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Amendment) Act 2013, 
patients who opt for private treatment in a public hospital are charged according to the service 
provided, whether that be treatment on a day basis or overnight and whether the stay is in a 
single or multiple occupancy room. 

In relation to the particular queries raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE 
to respond to you directly.

04/07/2019WRQ01100Services for People with Disabilities

04/07/2019WRQ01200326. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons with disabilities in receipt of home support hours in each LHO area at the end of June 
2019 or the latest date available in tabular form; the number on the waiting list for same in each 
LHO area in tabular form; and the number waiting zero to three, three to six, six to 12 and more 
than 12 months, in tabular form. [28958/19]

04/07/2019WRQ01300327. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons with disabilities in receipt of personal assistance hours in each LHO area at the end of 
June 2019 or the latest date available in tabular form; the number on the waiting list for same in 
each LHO area in tabular form; and the number waiting 0 to 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 12 and more than 12 
months in tabular form [28959/19]

04/07/2019WRQ01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 326 and 327 together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
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referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRQ01600Services for People with Disabilities

04/07/2019WRQ01700328. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
residential places for persons with a disability being provided at the end of June 2019 or the 
latest date available by CHO area, in tabular form. [28960/19]

04/07/2019WRQ01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRQ01900Services for People with Disabilities

04/07/2019WRQ02000329. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
new emergency places provided to persons with a disability at the end of June 2019 by local 
health office area, in tabular form. [28961/19]

04/07/2019WRQ02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRQ02200Disabilities Assessments

04/07/2019WRQ02300330. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
children at the end of June 2019 or the latest date available awaiting a first assessment from the 
HSE under the Disability Act 2003 by each local health area, in tabular form. [28962/19]

04/07/2019WRQ02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  
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As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRQ02500Physiotherapy Provision

04/07/2019WRQ02600331. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the physiotherapy waiting list for each local health area at the end of June 2019 or 
the latest date available, in tabular form; the number waiting less than four, four to12 and more 
than 12 months; and the number waiting aged zero to four, five to 17, 18 to 64 and more than 
65 years of age, respectively. [28963/19]

04/07/2019WRQ02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

04/07/2019WRQ02800Speech and Language Therapy Waiting Lists

04/07/2019WRQ02900332. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the speech and language therapy assessment waiting list for each local health area at 
the end of June 2019 or the latest date available, in tabular form; and the number waiting less 
than four, four to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively. [28964/19]

04/07/2019WRQ03000333. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the speech and language therapy initial treatment waiting list for each local health 
area at the end of June 2019 or the latest date available in tabular form; and the number waiting 
less than four, four to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively. [28965/19]

04/07/2019WRQ03100334. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the speech and language therapy further treatment waiting list for each local health 
area at the end of June 2019 or the latest date available, in tabular form; and the number waiting 
less than four, four to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively. [28966/19]

04/07/2019WRQ03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 332 to 334, 
inclusive, together.

As these questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be referred 
to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply.

04/07/2019WRQ03500Occupational Therapy Data

04/07/2019WRQ03600335. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy first-time assessment waiting list in tabular form; the num-
ber waiting less than four, four to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively; and the number 
waiting aged zero to four, five to 17, 18 to 64 and more than 65 years of age. [28967/19]

04/07/2019WRQ03700336. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list for each local health area in CHO 
1 at the end of June 2019 or the latest date available, in tabular form; the number waiting less 
than four, four to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively; and the number waiting aged zero 
to four, five to 17, 18 to 64 and more than 65 years of age. [28968/19]
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04/07/2019WRQ03800337. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list for each local health area in CHO 
2 at the end of June 2019 or the latest date available, in tabular form; the number waiting less 
than four, four to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively; and the number waiting aged zero 
to four, five to 17, 18 to 64 and more than 65 years of age. [28969/19]

04/07/2019WRQ03900338. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list for each local health area in CHO 
3 at the end of June 2019 or the latest date available, in tabular form; the number waiting less 
than four, four to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively; and the number waiting aged zero 
to four, five to 17, 18 to 64 and more than 65 years of age. [28970/19]

04/07/2019WRQ04000339. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list for each local health area in CHO 4 
at the end of June 2019 or the latest date available, in tabular form; the number waiting less than 
four, four to 12 and more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged zero to four, five to 17, 
18 to 64 and more than 65 years of age. [28971/19]

04/07/2019WRQ04100340. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list for each local health area in CHO 5 
at the end of June 2019 or the latest date available, in tabular form; the number waiting less than 
four, four to 12 and more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged zero to four, five to 17, 
18 to 64 and more than 65 years of age. [28972/19]

04/07/2019WRQ04200341. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list for each local health area in CHO 6 
at the end of June 2019 or the latest date available, in tabular form; the number waiting less than 
four, four to 12 and more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged zero to four, five to 17, 
18 to 64 and more than 65 years of age. [28973/19]

04/07/2019WRQ04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 335 to 341, 
inclusive, together.

As these questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for these questions to be re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply.

04/07/2019WRQ05000Occupational Injuries Benefit Data

04/07/2019WRQ05100342. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list for each local health area in CHO 7 
at the end of June 2019 or the latest date available, in tabular form; the number waiting less than 
four, four to 12 and more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged zero to four, five to 17, 
18 to 64 and more than 65 years of age. [28974/19]

04/07/2019WRQ05200343. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list for each local health area in CHO 8 
at the end of June 2019 or the latest date available, in tabular form; the number waiting less than 
four, four to 12 and more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged zero to four, five to 17, 
18 to 64 and more than 65 years of age. [28975/19]

04/07/2019WRQ05300344. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list for each local health area in CHO 9 
at the end of June 2019 or the latest date available, in tabular form; the number waiting less than 
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four, four to 12 and more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged zero to four, five to 17, 
18 to 64 and more than 65 years of age. [28976/19]

04/07/2019WRQ05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 342 to 344, 
inclusive, together.

As these questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be referred 
to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply.

04/07/2019WRR00400Drug Treatment Programmes Data

04/07/2019WRR00500345. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the number of drug treatment 
episodes provided to date in 2019 by services (details supplied); and the equivalent figures for 
2018, in tabular form. [28977/19]

04/07/2019WRR00600346. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the way in which the availability 
of opioid substitution treatments has been improved to date in 2019; and if access to the treat-
ments has been increased through an expansion of general practitioner prescribing, nurse led 
prescribing and the provision of OSTs in community based settings and homeless services. 
[28978/19]

04/07/2019WRR00700347. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the way in which quality and 
safety of care in the delivery of opioid substitution treatment has been enhanced to date in 2019; 
and the way in which the HSE national clinical guidelines on OST are being implemented and 
reviewed in line with National Clinical Effectiveness Committee processes. [28979/19]

04/07/2019WRR00800348. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the way in which relapse preven-
tion and aftercare drug treatment services have been improved to date in 2019. [28980/19]

04/07/2019WRR00900351. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the way in which links between 
maternity services and addiction services have been strengthened to date in 2019. [28983/19]

04/07/2019WRR01000352. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health if the need for additional residen-
tial placements for pregnant and postnatal women that need inpatient treatment for addiction to 
drugs and-or alcohol nationally has been quantified; and if so, the action being taken as a result. 
[28984/19]

04/07/2019WRR01100354. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the way in which he is increas-
ing the range of wrap-around community and drug and alcohol taskforces residential services 
equipped to meet the needs of women using drugs and or alcohol in a harmful manner, includ-
ing those with children and those that are pregnant. [28986/19]

04/07/2019WRR01200355. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the way in which he is developing 
interventions to address gender and cultural specific risk factors for not taking up treatment for 
drug addiction. [28987/19]

04/07/2019WRR01300356. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the assessment being made of the 
need for the development of specialist services to meet the needs of older persons with long-
term substance use issues. [28988/19]

04/07/2019WRR01400357. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the specific actions taken during 
2018 to improve outcomes for persons with co-morbid severe mental illness and substance 
misuse problems. [28989/19]
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04/07/2019WRR01500358. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the number of additional detoxifi-
cation, stabilisation and rehabilitation beds provided to date in 2019. [28990/19]

04/07/2019WRR01600359. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the way in which needle exchange 
programmes have been expanded during 2019. [28991/19]

04/07/2019WRR01700361. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the develop-
ment of an overdose prevention strategy. [28993/19]

04/07/2019WRR01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 345 to 348, inclusive, 351, 352, 354 to 359, inclusive, and 361 together.

As these are service matters, they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRR02200Drug Treatment Programmes

04/07/2019WRR02300349. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the way in which the range of 
progression options for recovering drug users has been increased to date in 2019; and if a new 
programme of supported care and employment has been developed.  [28981/19]

04/07/2019WRR02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): Government 
policy in relation to drug and alcohol addiction services is set out in the national drugs strategy, 
Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery-a health led response to drug and alcohol use in Ireland 
2017-2025.

Action 2.1.19 commits to increase the range of progression options for recovering drug us-
ers and to develop a new programme of supported care and employment. A key component of 
progression is the community employment social inclusion schemes supported by the Depart-
ment of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.  

The Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection allocates 1,000 on CE 
schemes to people in recovery. These drug rehabilitation projects play an important role in the 
rehabilitation, progression and reintegration into society of recovering drug users. 

The Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection has recently established an 
interdepartmental group to examine the most appropriate organisation arrangements for com-
munity employment social inclusion schemes, including drug rehabilitation projects. The De-
partment of Health is represented on the group.

I will consider the next steps in implementing action 2.1.19 in light of the recommendations 
of the interdepartmental group.

04/07/2019WRR02500Maternity Services

04/07/2019WRR02600350. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the way in which maternity hos-
pitals and units have strengthened their methods of detecting alcohol abuse and supporting 
women to reduce their intake. [28982/19]

04/07/2019WRR02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

Questions Nos. 351 and 352 answered with Question No. 345.
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04/07/2019WRR03000Maternity Services

04/07/2019WRR03100353. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the way in which he has resourced 
the national women and infants health programme to provide drug liaison midwives and spe-
cialist medical social workers in all maternity networks. [28985/19]

04/07/2019WRR03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): Government 
policy in relation to drug and alcohol addiction services is set out in the national drugs strategy, 
Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery-a health led response to drug and alcohol use in Ireland 
2017-2025.   

Action 2.1.20 of the strategy commits to expanding addiction services for pregnant and 
postnatal women. This includes the provision of Drug Liaison Midwives and specialist medi-
cal social workers in all maternity networks as part of the National Women and Infants Health 
Programme (NWIHP).  

In 2018, the Department granted funding to allocate six medical social workers nationally, 
one to each Maternity Network. Two Drug Liaison Midwife posts are currently in process in 
Cork Kerry Community Healthcare (CHO4) and Mid-West Community Healthcare (CHO3) 
and will be appointed this year. Planning for an additional two posts in Community Health Care 
West (CHO2 )and South East Community Healthcare (CHO5) will be commenced in Q3 of this 
year. 

I am committed to providing Drug Liaison Midwives in all the major maternity hospitals to 
support opioid dependent pregnant women throughout their pregnancy, helping them to reduce 
their drug dependence and improve their social circumstances and wellbeing.

Questions Nos. 354 to 359 answered with Question No. 345.

04/07/2019WRR03900Hepatitis C Incidence

04/07/2019WRR04000360. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health if the uptake of hepatitis C treat-
ment has been increased during 2019. [28992/19]

04/07/2019WRR04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a clinical and operational matter, I 
have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy on this issue.

Question No. 361 answered with Question No. 345.

04/07/2019WRR04300Health Services

04/07/2019WRR04400362. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the actions he has taken to date in 
2019 to build capacity within drug and alcohol services to develop a patient safety approach in 
line with the HIQA National Standards for Safer Better Healthcare. [28994/19]

04/07/2019WRR04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is service matter I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

04/07/2019WRS00200Emergency Departments Data

04/07/2019WRS00300363. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health if all hospital emergency depart-
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ments include the monitoring of attendances as a result of alcohol and drug use in their elec-
tronic patient system. [28995/19]

04/07/2019WRS00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible

04/07/2019WRS00500Counselling Services Provision

04/07/2019WRS00600364. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for a counselling appointment in primary care at the end of June 2019 or the 
latest date available; and the number waiting zero to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 
weeks, respectively. [29012/19]

04/07/2019WRS00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

04/07/2019WRS00800Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Data

04/07/2019WRS00900365. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for a child and adolescent mental health services appointment at the end of 
June 2019 or the latest date available; and the number waiting zero to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and 
more than 52 weeks, respectively. [29013/19]

04/07/2019WRS01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

04/07/2019WRS01100Psychological Services Waiting Lists

04/07/2019WRS01200366. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for a psychology appointment in primary care at the end of June 2019 or the 
latest date available; and the number waiting zero to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 
weeks, respectively. [29014/19]

04/07/2019WRS01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

04/07/2019WRS01400Mental Health Services Data

04/07/2019WRS01500367. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children admitted 
to adult mental health units between 1 January and 30 June 2019. [29015/19]

04/07/2019WRS01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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04/07/2019WRS01700Home Help Service Provision

04/07/2019WRS01800368. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 135 of 20 June 2019, if he will report on the meeting between the Minister of State 
with special responsibility for Mental Health and Older People and HSE CHO managers on the 
delivery of home help hours; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29017/19]

04/07/2019WRS01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): Following recent 
media reports of cuts in the provision of home supports, I met with senior HSE management 
and representatives from Community Health Organisation management on 20th June. The HSE 
reconfirmed to me that there are no cuts to the home support service, nor is it correct to say that 
no new clients will be allocated home help hours for the next five months. The HSE has assured 
me that it will meet its service plans targets this year.

In 2019 with a budget of almost €446 million the HSE intends to provide over 18.2 million 
home support hours, including intensive home care packages, to over 53,000 people. The al-
location of new hours will be based on client’s needs and the resources available.

04/07/2019WRS02000Medical Card Administration

04/07/2019WRS02100369. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if a replacement medical 
card will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29051/19]

04/07/2019WRS02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRS02300Forestry Sector

04/07/2019WRS02400370. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which 1,000 acres of sitka spruce can sequestrate a specific amount of carbon; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [29066/19]

04/07/2019WRS02500371. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which one thousand acres of ash, oak or beech can sequestrate a specific amount 
of carbon; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29067/19]

04/07/2019WRS02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 370 and 371 together.

Carbon sequestration by forests is influenced by a range of factors including species, soil 
type, site conditions and management practices. Irish forests are currently estimated to seques-
ter 3.8Mt of Co2 per year.

On average, a productive hectare of spruce forest may sequester 10 tonnes of CO2 per year 
over a 35 year period. This would mean 1,000 hectares of spruce would sequester 10,000 tonnes 
per year or at least 350,000 tonnes over its lifetime.

The rate of sequestration changes over time as a forest develops and matures. My Depart-
ment has funded a number of large scale research projects which have examined carbon stocks 
and stock changes in Irish forests. For example, the carbon stocks in a Sitka spruce forest and 
an ash forest at different ages have been measured and are available in the following published 
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journal articles:

Wellock, M.L., Rafique, R., LaPerle, C.M., Peichl, M. and Kiely, G., 2013. Changes in eco-
system carbon stocks in a grassland ash (Fraxinus excelsior) afforestation chronosequence in 
Ireland. Journal of Plant Ecology, 7(5), pp.429-438

Black, K., Byrne, K.A., Mencuccini, M., Tobin, B., Nieuwenhuis, M., Reidy, B., Bolger, T., 
Saiz, G., Green, C., Farrell, E.T. and Osborne, B., 2009. Carbon stock and stock changes across 
a Sitka spruce chronosequence on surface-water gley soils. Forestry, 82(3), pp.255-272

This work found that after forty-seven years, an ash forest and Sitka spruce forests had 
177.8 and 376.7 tonnes of carbon per hectare respectively. However, these figures are specific 
to the forests and soils examined and cannot be used to reflect all forests of these species.

My Department is also funding the new forestry module on the Carbon Navigator which is 
being developed by Teagasc and An Bord Bia.  This tool will describe indicative carbon stocks 
in a range of forest types.

04/07/2019WRS02800Forestry Sector

04/07/2019WRS02900372. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the calorific value of each deciduous species of tree normally found here in the context of the 
use of wood burning stoves in view of the fact that wood is carbon neutral; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [29068/19]

04/07/2019WRS03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): General in-
formation on wood energy is available through the website and advisory service www.wooden-
ergy.ie which is funded by my Department.  This website provides a broad range of information 
to forest owners and industry regarding the production of wood fuels in Ireland.

The calorific values of specific wood fuels have been examined in a number of  projects 
funded by my Department and are available online as a database on the www.forestenergy.ie   
website. Examples of gross calorific value on a dry basis of alder, ash and birch wood are 19.4, 
19.2 and 19.45 megajoules per kilogramme respectively.  Information on a range of other spe-
cies is also available in this database.

04/07/2019WRS03100Departmental Offices

04/07/2019WRS03200373. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
availability of bike parking spaces and lockers in all buildings used by his Department; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28688/19]

04/07/2019WRS03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Designated 
bike parking spaces are made available in my Department offices subject to the location, layout 
and access to the building.  Bike parking spaces are available at the offices of my Department 
shown in the table. 

Bike Parking Spaces and Lockers
Agriculture House, Dublin
Backweston, Celbridge, Co Kildare
Government Offices, Portlaoise
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Bike Parking Spaces and Lockers
Agriculture House, Dublin
Farnham Street, Cavan
Johnstown Castle, Wexford
Dublin Port
Dublin Airport
Government Offices, Castlebar
Regional Veterinary Office, Limerick
Clonakilty
Castletownbere Harbour

Lockers specifically for cyclists are not generally provided at Government offices.

04/07/2019WRS03400Ministerial Transport

04/07/2019WRS03500374. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
model of the car or cars used by him in the performance of his official duties; and if it is a diesel, 
petrol or electric engine. [28704/19]

04/07/2019WRS03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The car used 
by me in the performance of my official duties is a Skoda Superb 2.0 diesel. 

04/07/2019WRS03700Grocery Industry Regulation

04/07/2019WRS03800375. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps taken by his Department to ensure that recently passed legislation is fully implemented to 
deal with the regulations of the greyhound industry from the perspective of governance, integ-
rity, probity and welfare of the industry (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28784/19]

04/07/2019WRS03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 chiefly to 
control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.  Bord na gCon 
is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine.  

My Department takes any allegations of breaches of animal welfare rules very seriously 
and will thoroughly investigate and take the necessary enforcement actions to deal with such 
offences.  

It is worth noting that the greyhound sector has undergone a series of reforms in recent times 
and the Greyhound Racing Act 2019 was signed by the President on the 28th   May 2019. This 
legislation strengthens the legal basis for the industry, with a view to fortifying the integrity of 
the greyhound racing sector and improving provision for greyhound traceability and welfare.

In recent days, Bord na gCon has published the first steps of their Action Plan to strengthen 
the traceability, re-homing and welfare standards by improved regulation, more inspections 
and the use of greater resources in these areas.  Minister of State Andrew Doyle will be meet-
ing with the Board of  Bord na gCon this week to discuss these issues and other measures that 
may be required to bring about comprehensive change in the sector.  In addition, I will press for 
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the swift implementation of their action plan, with a view to identifying what further tangible 
measures are required to address the issues of serious public concern raised in this Programme. 

04/07/2019WRS04000Laboratory Facilities

04/07/2019WRS04100376. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the an-
nual operational costs for the Dublin Regional Vet Laboratory in Backweston; the annual salary 
bill by grade; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28798/19]

04/07/2019WRS04200377. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of carcasses submitted to the Dublin Regional Veterinary Laboratory in each of the 
years 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28799/19]

04/07/2019WRS04300378. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of carcasses diverted each year to the Kilkenny RVL from the Dublin Regional Veteri-
nary Laboratory; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28800/19]

04/07/2019WRS04400380. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of full driving allowances which apply to staff in the Dublin Regional Veterinary Labo-
ratory at Backweston Campus; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28802/19]

04/07/2019WRS04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 376 to 378, inclusive, and 380 together.

As part of the strategic re-development of the Department’s Laboratories, the Dublin RVL is 
now primarily focused on providing diagnostic and investigative services to the pig and poultry 
sectors, including post-mortem examination. The staff resources available for this work is a Se-
nior Research Officer with an annual salary of €98k, a Research Officer with an annual salary of 
€76k and two laboratory attendants with an average annual salary of €28k each.  None of these 
staff are in receipt of a driving allowance.

The operational cost, excluding salaries and overheads, for Pathology Division of which 
Dublin RVL is a component but which also includes clinical microbiology, histopathology, the 
TSE National Reference Laboratory, biochemistry and toxicology is approximately €500k per 
annum. This relates specifically to the supply of laboratory consumables, equipment mainte-
nance and proficiency testing.  

Since 2017, farmers from Dublin and surrounding counties who contact the Department 
seeking to book in ruminant carcases for post-mortem examination have been advised to avail 
of the services provided by either Kilkenny or Athlone RVLs.  However, it should be noted that 
over that time, while Dublin RVL has focussed on providing a diagnostic service to the pig and 
poultry sectors, no farmers who have presented themselves at Backweston have been turned 
away or refused a service.

Details of the number of carcasses submitted to Dublin RVL (Backweston) from 2015 to 
date is provided in the table:

Year Number of carcasses submitted at Backweston laboratories
2019 to date 246
2018 629
2017 1,072
2016 1,700
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Year Number of carcasses submitted at Backweston laboratories
2015 1,803

04/07/2019WRS04800Laboratory Facilities

04/07/2019WRS04900379. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
cost of the category 4 laboratory at Backweston to date; when it will be fully operational; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28801/19]

04/07/2019WRS05000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Amelioration 
works have been completed on the Department’s High Containment Laboratory at Backweston 
Campus so that this facility now complies with the highest international standards (the Austra-
lia/New Zealand standard for level 4 laboratories). This new facility will provide my Depart-
ment with a suitable space within which any exotic virus of farmed animals can be safely and 
effectively handled. 

Therefore, Ireland will be entirely self-sufficient in respect of laboratory diagnosis in the 
event of an outbreak of an exotic viral disease and will no longer be reliant on our counterparts 
in the UK.  The total cost of these amelioration works, the ancillary works that were required 
on a heat treatment plant and the associated consultancy fees was €7.5 million.  Commissioning 
of the new laboratory has commenced.  

In tandem with this, the High Containment Laboratory team is in the process of moving all 
of its exotic disease diagnostics operations into the new laboratory on a phased basis. This will 
ensure continuity of service and is in line with best international practice in bio-containment of 
the high risk agents involved (all of which are exotic to Ireland). Commissioning and relocation 
will be completed over the next few months. 

Question No. 380 answered with Question No. 376.

04/07/2019WRS05200Greyhound Industry

04/07/2019WRS05300381. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the ac-
tions he plans to take following the recent revelations of animal cruelty in a programme (details 
supplied) into the greyhound industry. [28825/19]

04/07/2019WRS05400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 chiefly to 
control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.  Bord na gCon 
is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine. 

My Department takes any allegations of breaches of animal welfare rules very seriously 
and will thoroughly investigate and take the necessary enforcement actions to deal with such 
offences.  

 It is worth noting that the greyhound sector has undergone a series of reforms in recent times 
and the Greyhound Racing Act 2019 was signed by the President on the 28th   May 2019. This 
legislation strengthens the legal basis for the industry, with a view to fortifying the integrity of 
the greyhound racing sector and improving provision for greyhound traceability and welfare.

In recent days, Bord na gCon has published the first steps of their Action Plan to strengthen 
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the traceability, re-homing and welfare standards by improved regulation, more inspections 
and the use of greater resources in these areas.  Minister of State Andrew Doyle will be meet-
ing with the Board of  Bord na gCon this week to discuss these issues and other measures that 
may be required to bring about comprehensive change in the sector.  In addition, I will press for 
the swift implementation of their action plan, with a view to identifying what further tangible 
measures are required to address the issues of serious public concern raised in this Programme. 

04/07/2019WRS05500Farm Data

04/07/2019WRS05600382. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to help the forgotten farmers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28826/19]

04/07/2019WRS05700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Regula-
tions governing the operation of the National Reserve include an optional provision whereby 
Member States may use the National Reserve to allocate new entitlements or give a top-up on 
the value of existing entitlements for persons who suffer from a specific disadvantage.

In the context of the discussions with the EU Commission in early 2015 regarding the in-
clusion of the group referred to as Old Young Farmers under the 2015 National Reserve, the 
Commission advised that the inclusion of groups under ‘Specific Disadvantage’ category  of the 
National Reserve would require individual approval at EU level.

The National Reserve in 2017 was established using funding derived from a linear cut to the 
value of all farmers’ entitlements. EU Regulations pertaining to the National Reserve provide 
that the two categories of ‘young farmer’ and ‘new entrant to farming’ must receive priority 
access to the Reserve.  In the context of the commitment in the Programme for a Partnership 
Government, Ireland consulted with the EU Commission regarding the possibility of including 
the Forgotten Farmer group under the specific disadvantage category of the 2017 National Re-
serve. The EU Commission confirmed that Member States could not use the proceeds of a linear 
cut to fund a specific disadvantage category of the National Reserve.  

The Commission confirmed at the time that the only funding option for the specific disad-
vantage category was natural replenishment of the Reserve, such as from unused entitlements 
or the proceeds of clawback, but only after the two priority categories of ‘young farmer’ and 
‘new entrant to farming’ had been catered for.

EU Regulation 2393/2017 (Omnibus Regulation) came into effect in January 2018 and in-
troduced a new possibility for the inclusion of ‘Specific Disadvantage’ categories such as For-
gotten Farmers into the National Reserve. From 2018, Member States may use the proceeds of 
a linear cut to fund ‘Specific Disadvantage’ categories of the Reserve, but only if a linear cut is 
required to fund the two priority categories of ‘young farmer’ and ‘new entrant to farming’ in 
that particular year.  As there was sufficient funding available in the National Reserve in 2018 
and 2019 from natural replenishment of the fund in order to cater for the two priority categories, 
the issue of a linear cut did not arise. 

Decisions in relation to the National Reserve, including the basis of funding the Reserve, are 
made in consultation with the Direct Payments Advisory Committee which comprises members 
of the main farming organisations, farm advisory and education services.

04/07/2019WRT00200Beef Industry
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04/07/2019WRT00300383. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 747 of 11 June 2019, when the report on beef grading 
will be published; if a comparison between the beef grading machines and the new machines 
was completed as part of the process of evaluation; if both sides of the carcase were analysed 
as part of the trial; the tolerance and accuracy levels expected of the new technology; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [29016/19]

04/07/2019WRT00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment supervised the recent modification trial that was carried out in Slaney Meats, Bunclody 
to  establish compliance with EU legislation, in terms of the new mechanical beef carcase clas-
sification technology being trialled. 

A classification expert from the Netherlands independently monitored the two year trial and 
produced a detailed report. The Report will include accuracy levels relevant to the existing and 
to the new technology.  This report will be published in the near future on the Department’s 
website. 

I can state that the trial methodology and the comparisons between grading machines and 
expert classifiers were fully in line with EU guidelines.

04/07/2019WRT00500Trade Agreements

04/07/2019WRT00600384. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he has outlined clearly to the European Commission his opposition to the proposed Mercosur 
deal; the actions he plans to have the deal rejected; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [29019/19]

04/07/2019WRT00700385. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
outcome of his most recent discussions with the EU Agriculture and Trade Commissioners in 
relation to the proposed Mercosur deal; if he has outlined clearly his opposition to such a deal 
due to the adverse impacts it will have on agriculture here; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [29020/19]

04/07/2019WRT00800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 384 and 385 together.

While as a small, open economy, Ireland is supportive of international trade deals, I am 
very concerned at the potential impact of elements of the EU-Mercosur political agreement on 
the Irish beef sector. Throughout the negotiation process, Ireland has consistently opposed any 
agreement that would have negative consequences for the Irish and EU agriculture sectors, and 
for the beef sector in particular. 

We have worked closely with other Member States and the European Commission in this 
regard.  As recently as 7 June 2019, I wrote to Commissioner Hogan reiterating our concerns. 
I also held a bilateral meeting with the Commissioner at the African Union-European Union 
Ministerial Conference in Rome on 21-22 June. Also in June, the Taoiseach, with the Heads 
of Government of France, Poland and Belgium, co-signed a letter to Commission President 
Jean-Claude Juncker expressing our deep concerns. Minister Heather Humphreys also formally 
wrote to Trade Commissioner Cecilia Malmstroem. 

In all interactions, we have consistently highlighted Ireland’s concerns, and while some evi-
dence of these efforts appears to have been reflected in the final offer, I am, nonetheless, deeply 
concerned at the potential impact on the Irish beef sector.



 4 July 2019

143

We must acknowledge that there may be some opportunities for the Irish dairy sector and for 
the drinks industry, and we will, of course, examine the text carefully when it emerges in order 
to assess its impact on the Irish economy and on the agri-food sector generally. 

It is also worth noting that this agreement will not come fully into effect for some years. It 
will first go through a process of legal scrubbing, which could take up to two years, before be-
ing put before the European Trade Council for ratification by Qualified Majority Vote, and the 
European Parliament. It may be provisionally applied but will take a further number of years 
before coming fully into effect. The Oireachtas and other national parliaments may also ulti-
mately have a role in ratification. 

We will also now reflect on the appropriate next steps in the context of both engaging fur-
ther with Member State colleagues, and examining ways to diminish the potential impact of the 
agreement. 

04/07/2019WRT01000Trade Agreements

04/07/2019WRT01100386. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the details of market access and removal of import and export tariffs or duties including the 
timeline for all agriculture items (details supplied) in relation to the agreement for an EU-Mer-
cosur free trade deal by sector; if an impact assessment of the impact of the increased import 
quotas for all sensitive products into the EU from the deal including beef has been carried out; 
and if the interests of Ireland are protected and all available options considered in the ratifica-
tion process to protect the livelihoods of farmers. [29033/19]

04/07/2019WRT01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): We are yet to 
see full texts of the agreement, but the main points that have been identified at this stage from 
an agriculture perspective are as follows:

For the Mercosur countries, the agreement will liberalise 91% of trade overall - 72% will 
be liberalised in 10 years or less.  On agri-food trade, duties will be gradually eliminated on 
93% of tariff lines concerning EU exports, corresponding to 95% of export values.  Olive oil, 
malt, frozen potatoes, wine (except bulk), spirits, soft drinks, fresh fruit (kiwi, apples, pears, 
plums), canned tomatoes, chocolates and canned peaches will be fully liberalised.  In addition, 
there will be duty-free quotas for EU exports of cheese (30 000 tonnes), milk powders (10 000 
tonnes) and infant formula (5 000 tonnes). These will be phased-in in ten equal annual instal-
ments from entry into force.

For the EU, the agreement will liberalise 92% of trade overall, of which 66% were already 
Most Favoured Nation (MFN) zero. On agri-food trade, EU will liberalise 82% of imports.  
There will be key quota volumes for sensitive products (all phased-in in six equal annual instal-
ments unless otherwise stated):

- 99,000 tonnes CWE of beef, equivalent to 76,154 tonnes of cuts, subdivided into 55% 
fresh and 45% frozen with an in-quota rate of 7.5%, and elimination at entry into force of the 
in-quota rate in the Hilton quotas; 

- 180,000 tonnes of poultry CWE duty free, subdivided into 50% bone-in and 50% boneless 
(boneless sub quota of 90,000 tonnes CWE equivalent to 64,286 of cuts). 

- 25,000 tonnes of pigmeat, with an in-quota duty of €83 per tonne.

- no new volume of sugar for Brazil but rather the elimination at entry into force of the in-
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quota rate on 180,000 tonnes of the Brazil-specific WTO quota for sugar for refining, and a new 
quota of 10,000 tonnes duty free at entry into force for Paraguay. Specialty sugars excluded. 

- for ethanol for chemical uses, 450,000 tonnes duty free. 200,000 tonnes of ethanol for all 
uses (including fuel), with in-quota rate 1/3 of MFN duty, giving a total of 650,000 tonnes.

- for rice, a quota of 60,000 tonnes duty free.

- for honey, a quota of 45,000 tonnes duty free.

The EU Commission will now commence the process with Mercosur of finalising the text 
of the agreement.  The Deputy will be aware that the Taoiseach has already confirmed that a 
full economic assessment of the deal will be carried out, and my Department will feed into this 
work, with the assistance of Teagasc. 

It is also worth noting that this agreement will not come fully into effect for some years. It 
will first go through a process of legal scrubbing, which could take up to two years, before be-
ing put before the European Trade Council for ratification by Qualified Majority Vote, and the 
European Parliament. It may be provisionally applied but will take a further number of years 
before coming fully into effect. The Oireachtas and other national parliaments may also ulti-
mately have a role in ratification. 

We will also now reflect on the appropriate next steps in the context of both engaging fur-
ther with Member State colleagues, and examining ways to diminish the potential impact of the 
agreement. 

04/07/2019WRT01300Trade Agreements

04/07/2019WRT01400387. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if the EU Commission has carried out an updated impact assessment following the 2016 
European Commission report on the cumulative economic impact of future trade agreements on 
EU agriculture which was predicated on the UK remaining in the EU; if a new impact assess-
ment will be carried out to provide for all Brexit scenarios; and the way in which 99,000 tonnes 
of increased Mercosur beef quota entering the EU would necessitate a new impact assessment 
to be completed. [29034/19]

04/07/2019WRT01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The 2016 cu-
mulative impact assessment, carried out by the European Commission’s Joint Research Centre, 
was something that Ireland, supported by France and other Member States, had called for in the 
context of the significant threat presented to the European agriculture sector, and particularly 
the beef sector, by Mercosur and other free trade negotiations. The study outlined the poten-
tially significant negative consequences for the European beef sector, and I believe it was not 
adequately taken into account in the course of the Mercosur negotiations. Therefore, I believe 
an updated analysis is warranted, particularly against the backdrop of the potentially very nega-
tive impact of Brexit on the beef sector.

In the meantime, I welcome the fact that a comprehensive economic impact assessment 
from an Irish perspective will be conducted, and my Department will participate fully in this 
process.

Climate Change Adaptation Plans
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04/07/2019WRT01550388. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the reason the Climate Action Plan 2019 excludes recommendations from the 
Oireachtas Joint Committee on Climate Action in relation to a just transition for affected in-
dustries; and if a stand-alone and independently led task force will be established to facilitate 
a social dialogue with relevant stakeholders commencing with the peat industry.  [28666/19]

04/07/2019WRT01575Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I published the Government’s Climate Action Plan 2019 on 17 June. The plan sets 
out, for the first time, how Ireland can reach its 2030 targets to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions, and also puts Ireland on the right trajectory towards net-zero carbon emissions by 2050.   
The Plan has been strongly informed by the ground-breaking work of the Citizens Assembly 
and the work of the All Party Committee on Climate Action, chaired by Deputy Hildegarde 
Naughton, which managed to achieve a broad cross-Party consensus on a number of difficult 
issues.

I welcome, in particular, the fact that the Joint Committee identified, as a central concern, 
the need to ensure that climate action is fair, and that vulnerable citizens, workers and commu-
nities are protected. The Committee also highlighted the importance of exploring opportunities 
to green existing jobs, and creating new jobs in areas such as energy retrofitting for buildings, 
sustainable forestry and peatland restoration. This is also a core objective of the Government’s 
Climate Action Plan. 

The key features of the Committee’s proposal for a Just Transition Taskforce are reflect-
ed in the Climate Action Plan’s proposal that a Just Transition Review Group will be estab-
lished within the National Economic and Social Council as part of its working group structures. 
Through this Group, NESC will review the ongoing transition and identify specific transition 
needs among cohorts of workers, enterprises, communities and specific groups of people. 

The Just Transition Review Group will collaborate and engage with a wide range of stake-
holders and will interact closely with my Department’s National Dialogue on Climate Action 
and Sustainable Development Goals Stakeholder Forum. 

The Climate Action Plan foresees that the NESC will publish a periodic review and strate-
gic advice on the Just Transition. This will include an examination of the range of national and 
international funding opportunities, and how these could be used to underpin the work of this 
Group and the priorities identified. The first periodic review and strategic advice will be pub-
lished by the end of 2020 and is intended to be a key input to the formulation and adaptation of 
a five year Just Transition Strategy.

Question No. 389 answered with Question No. 59.

04/07/2019WRT01600National Broadband Plan

04/07/2019WRT01700390. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment the estimated impact the National Broadband Plan will have from a business perspec-
tive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27104/19]

04/07/2019WRT01800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The purpose of the National Broadband Plan is to ensure that over 1.1 million of our 
citizens in rural Ireland have the same opportunity to participate in the digital society as citizens 
living in urban areas. The availability of ubiquitous high speed broadband will bring significant 
benefits in areas of enterprise, employment, e-Health, e-Education, smart farming, regional 
development and tourism.   I recently brought a recommendation to Government to confer 
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Preferred Bidder status on Granahan McCourt, the remaining bidder in the NBP procurement 
process and Government agreed to this at its meeting on 7 May. 

The Government decision means that it is intended to award the State Intervention contract 
to National Broadband Ireland, subject to the contract close, including the finalisation of finan-
cial and legal documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network will commence 
shortly after that. 

Roll out of the National Broadband Plan State intervention to the approximately 44,000 
businesses in the intervention area will take place against the backdrop of a significant and rapid 
transformation in the structure of global and national economies. Technology and digitisation 
are developing rapidly and are expected to radically change many jobs, enterprises and even 
entire sectors. 

A growing number of businesses and industries, particularly digitally intensive enterprises, 
will need Gigabit connectivity to create new applications and business models to produce, dis-
tribute and sell their goods and services more competitively. From manufacturing systems to 
ordering and delivery processes, from data storage and analytics to internal and external com-
munications, their future competitiveness requires cost-effective access to such connectivity. 
The State intervention will provide this connectivity to businesses from day one of connection.

One of the key elements of the NBP Intervention Strategy is a requirement to put forward 
specific speeds and connection times to meet the needs of the business community. While the 
initial basic product offered is 150 megabits per second, 1 Gigabit per second is available for 
businesses from day one of the connection, with a roadmap for higher speeds over the term of 
the contract.

Large service providers and multinationals are moving businesses towards a more cloud 
based office where data is stored and backed up centrally on a cloud based server. The remote 
worker will need to be able to efficiently access the cloud based office, use the office applica-
tions and upload their own content quickly and easily. In addition, high upload performance 
increases the usability of order placement services, secure online banking, backing up and ar-
chiving of activities and uploading content for sharing or resale. However, critical to all users is 
certainty of availability similar to the need to have confidence of supply of power. When work-
ing from home or running a business, it is essential that your broadband service is constantly 
available and where issues arise such issues are resolved quickly. 

The predominantly fibre solution proposed by the Preferred Bidder in the NBP will facilitate 
and support these types of business services and the network to be built will provide that stabil-
ity, confidence and assurance to all businesses in the Intervention Area.

04/07/2019WRT01900Competition Law

04/07/2019WRT02000391. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he has been in contact with a company (details supplied) regarding admissions 
by the company that it has developed algorithms designed to surface authorities content; and 
if he will reduce the power of the company by breaking up this monopoly along with others 
in order to allow for pluralist information sources that permit for competing ideas to exist. 
[28668/19]

04/07/2019WRT02100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment has no function 
in this regard.  Enforcement of Competition Law in the European Union is a matter for the Eu-
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ropean Commission in the first instance. 

At national level, where there is a suggestion that an entity is abusing a dominant position, 
the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission has responsibility for enforcement.

04/07/2019WRT02200Departmental Offices

04/07/2019WRT02300392. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the availability of bike parking spaces and lockers in all buildings used by his 
Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28691/19]

04/07/2019WRT02400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): There are a total of 86 bike parking spaces in my Department’s two Dublin offices. 
Staff in the Department’s Wexford office share bike spaces with the Department of Housing, 
Planning and Local Government staff who are the main tenant for that office. Locker and show-
er facilities are available in each of these offices. The number of bike and locker spaces is kept 
under review and will be increased if considered necessary.

There are no similar facilities in my Department’s Cavan office which is a shared office with 
public and non public sector tenants or in the Department’s geological core store in Sandyford.

04/07/2019WRT02500Ministerial Transport

04/07/2019WRT02600393. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the model of the car or cars used by him in the performance of his official duties; 
and if it is a diesel, petrol or electric engine. [28707/19]

04/07/2019WRT02700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The car I use in the performance of my duties is a Hyundai Ioniq, Plug-in Hybrid 
Electric Vehicle (PHEV). This car is a private car which is not owned by the state. 

04/07/2019WRT02800Renewable Energy Generation

04/07/2019WRT02900394. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which he expects non-fossil fuel generated electricity infrastruc-
ture to develop in order to maximise the contribution of Ireland to carbon reduction in the short-
term; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29056/19]

04/07/2019WRT03000402. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to accelerate investment in non-fossil fuel generated electricity; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [29065/19]

04/07/2019WRT03100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 394 and 402 together.

The renewable energy sector has undergone a considerable transformation over the last 10 
years, with the share of renewable electricity generation more than doubling to 30.1% in 2017. 
However, we must step up the scale of our ambition even further in order to meet our climate 
ambitions. 

In the Climate Action Plan, I have set a target of 70% for renewable electricity by 2030, to 
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make Ireland a leader in responding to climate change and to reduce carbon emissions in the 
sector. Reaching a 70% share of renewable electricity would require 50-55% emissions reduc-
tion by 2030 relative to pre-NDP 2030 projections. 

In order to meet the 70% RES-E target, major capital investment will be needed in new 
generation capacity, system service infrastructure and electricity transmission and distribution 
networks. A review will also be needed to the policy and regulatory framework to incentivise 
electricity storage infrastructure, which will be critical to absorbing higher levels of renewable 
generation on to the system. Progressing EirGrid’s Delivering a Secure, Sustainable Electricity 
System (DS3) programme, as well efficient procurement of low carbon generation through the 
I-SEM capacity auctions, will be critical to delivering the system changes required to meet our 
70% target.

As part of the transition to a low-carbon and climate-resilient society, €14.2 Billion has been 
allocated under the National Development Plan 2018 - 2027. Of this, €500 million has been al-
located to the Climate Action Fund. In excess of €13 Billion will come from Commercial State 
owned enterprises under my Department’s aegis and will also play a crucial role in climate ac-
tion initiatives. Major infrastructure projects to support the 70% renewable energy target will 
include the following areas:

- Enhanced electricity interconnection, including the Celtic Interconnector to France and 
further interconnection to the UK,

- Conversion of Moneypoint electricity generation plant to end the burning of coal by 2025,

- Conversion of peat power plants to more sustainable low-carbon technologies by 2028,

- Roll-out of the National Smart Metering programme to commence in 2019,

- On-going reinforcement of the existing power grid.

04/07/2019WRT03200Energy Usage

04/07/2019WRT03300395. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the daily electricity requirements here; the amount generated by non-fossil 
fuel means; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29057/19]

04/07/2019WRT03400400. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the amount of hydrogenerated electricity available to the national grid at each 
hydro-electricity generating station; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29063/19]

04/07/2019WRT03500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 395 and 400 together.

The average daily electricity demand requirement in Ireland is approximately 79 GWh 
(gigawatt hours). In the period from May 2018 to April 2019 non-fossil-fuel renewables (in-
cluding hydro) accounted for approximately 33% of our total electricity demand. 

This information is available on EirGrid’s website and updated on a monthly basis: http://
www.eirgridgroup.com. This website also lists the installed capacity of each hydro-electric sta-
tion attached to the transmission grid.

Details in relation to hydro-electric stations on the distribution grid are available on the ESB 
Networks website at: https://www.esbnetworks.ie
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The following is the latest available 12-month electricity fuel mix table for Ireland (May 
2018 to April 2019): 

Ireland
Fuel GWh %
Coal 1,027.2 3.5%
Oil 81.9 0.3%
Peat 2,339.5 8.1%
Gas 15,302.4 52.7%
Wind 8,716.4 30.0%
Hydro 615.0 2.1%
Other Renewable 193.1 0.7%
Other Non-Renewable 530.9 1.8%
Net Imports 218.4 0.8%
Total Electricity Demand 29,024.8 100.0%
Total Renewables 9,524.6 32.8%

In overall terms, according to the 2018 Energy in Ireland report published by the SEAI, 
the use of renewables in electricity generation in 2017 reduced C02 emissions by 3.3 Mt and 
avoided €278 million in fossil fuel imports.

04/07/2019WRT03600Electricity Generation

04/07/2019WRT03700396. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the amount of electricity generated by oil, gas or other fossil fuels; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [29058/19]

04/07/2019WRT03800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In 2018, approximately 20,751 GWh of electricity was generated in total from fossil 
fuels (including non-renewable wastes) and this represented 67.5% of electricity generated.

As set out in the All of Government Climate Action Plan which I have recently launched, 
Ireland is committed to reducing CO2 emissions from the electricity sector by 50–55% relative 
to the projections under for 2030 under the NDP. We have committed to end the burning of coal 
in ESB’s Moneypoint generation plant by 2025, and to the replacement of coal-fired generation 
with low-carbon and renewable technologies. Furthermore, Bord na Móna have announced 
that they will transition away from peat by 2028. Delivering an early and complete phase-out 
of coal- and peat-fired electricity generation will create space for the entry of new renewable 
energy assets onto the system.

The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) estimate that in 2018, 33.2% of Ire-
land’s electricity demand was met from renewable energy sources.

04/07/2019WRT03900Wind Energy Generation

04/07/2019WRT04000397. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which comparisons can be made between onshore and offshore 
wind generated electricity; the extent to which adequate investment will take place in the in-
frastructure to ensure the most expeditious transfer from fossil fuels to non-fossil fuels in the 
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generation of electricity thereby reducing the carbon footprint; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [29060/19]

04/07/2019WRT04100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Climate Action Plan launched recently sets out the necessary policy measures to 
help meet our 2030 targets, cut our reliance on fossil fuels and put Ireland on a clear pathway to 
meeting our 2050 objectives. The Climate Action Plan includes a suite of actions to decarbonise 
the electricity sector and boost the quantity of renewable generation in order to meet our target 
of 70% of demand from renewable sources by 2030. The Climate Action Plan is available on 
my Department’s website: www.dccae.gov.ie.

Ireland has some of the best offshore renewable energy resources in Europe at 900,000 
square kilometres. Because of Ireland’s location at the Atlantic edge of the EU, it has more 
offshore energy potential than most other countries in Europe. There is enormous potential for 
Ireland to utilise these resources to generate carbon free renewable electricity. While Onshore 
wind, currently generates a substantial proportion of the countries’ renewable electricity, com-
paratively, Offshore is underdeveloped. A key component of the Climate Action Plan will be the 
development of Offshore wind.

My Department published the Offshore Renewable Energy Development Plan (OREDP) in 
2014 which sets out policy for the sustainable development of our abundant offshore renew-
able energy resources. An interim review of the OREDP was published in May and is available 
on my Department’s website: www.dccae.gov.ie. The Offshore Renewable Energy Steering 
Group, which oversees the implementation of the OREDP is progressing the recommendations 
of the review and continuing the work of implementing the actions and enablers set out in the 
Plan.

In order to realise Ireland’s ambition for large-scale development of offshore wind, signifi-
cant progress is required on the three key pillars:

- Development management process

- Grid development model

- Route to market

The enduring consenting model/development management process will fall under the aegis 
of the Marine Planning and Development Management Bill and the National Marine Planning 
Framework (NMPF) as well as a revised grid connection policy for Offshore Renewable energy.

To support the delivery of the national ambition to further decrease our dependence on for-
eign fossil fuels my Department is developing a new Renewable Electricity Support Scheme 
(RESS) which will assist Ireland in meeting its renewable energy contributions out to 2030 and 
will be designed to achieve its targets in a cost competitive way. The RESS will be characterised 
by a series of renewable electricity auctions, aligned with the ambition set out in the Climate 
Action Plan and the final National Energy and Climate Plan (NECP) which is due to be submit-
ted to the European Commission by the end of 2019. It is being designed to achieve its targets 
in a cost competitive way. Private sector funding through corporate contracting will also be 
essential for meeting higher levels of ambition to increase renewable energy supply and deliver 
on long term decarbonisation of the electricity sector. 

Furthermore, it is my intention that corporate contracting of renewable energy sources 
(Power Purchase Agreements or PPAs) will provide 15% of the required generation to meet 
Ireland’s 2030 renewable electricity target. Together, the RESS and Corporate PPAs will pro-
vide a route to market for the delivery of indicative volumes set out in the Plan of at least 3.5 
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GW of offshore renewable energy, up to 1.5 GW of grid-scale solar energy and up to 8.2 GW 
of onshore wind by 2030.

04/07/2019WRT04200Energy Efficiency

04/07/2019WRT04300398. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which retrofitting of domestic dwellings can directly result in 
carbon reduction with the maximum or minimum targets per €10,000 investment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29061/19]

04/07/2019WRT04400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Climate Action Plan has identified a target carbon abatement range for each of the 
key sectors that contribute to Ireland’s greenhouse gas emissions: Electricity, Enterprise, Built 
Environment, Transport, Agriculture, Forestry and Land Use, Waste and the Circular Economy, 
and the Public Sector.   The Built Environment will reduce its carbon emissions through a 
range of measures including an ambitious target of 500,000 energy efficiency retrofits by 2030. 
Achievement of this target will be supported by the Project Ireland 2040 allocation of €3bn. 

One such measure is the development of a new retrofitting delivery model, which will group 
retrofits together to achieve economies of scale, leverage private finance, and ensure easy pay-
back methods. This will mean that homes will be warmer and produce lower levels of emis-
sions. 

On average, a home loses 20 - 30% of its heat through the walls, rising to a higher percent-
age if the walls are not insulated. On top of this, up to 30% of the heat can be lost through a 
poorly insulated attic. Reducing heat loss through a home’s walls and attic by installing or im-
proving insulation will reduce the home’s energy consumption. Because more heat is retained 
after insulating the home this will also mean reduced heating needs which will reduce the 
home’s greenhouse gas emissions.

The extent to which investing €10,000 in retrofitting a home will directly result in carbon 
reduction depends on a number of factors. These include the size of the home, the starting en-
ergy performance of the home, i.e. how much insulation is already in the home; whether there 
is central heating installed in the home; how old the home’s heating system is; what type of fuel 
is used to heat the home; how the home’s water is heated; and the number of occupants.

04/07/2019WRT04500Renewable Energy Generation

04/07/2019WRT04600399. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the extent to which he has made comparisons with the development of 
non-fossil fuels for the generation of electricity in other jurisdictions as a means of identifying 
likely progress here in the future in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[29062/19]

04/07/2019WRT04700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In the Climate Action Plan I have set a target of 70% for renewable electricity by 
2030, to make Ireland a leader in responding to climate change. Analysis and modelling to 
underpin the Plan had regard to Marginal Abetment Cost Curve analysis and comparative in-
ternational data. The Plan identifies a range of technical, regulatory, legislative and economic 
factors that arise in going to this figure. The impact on the costs of electricity, affordability for 
consumers and business competitiveness of setting higher renewable electricity targets also has 
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to be considered.

The Renewable Electricity Support Scheme is being designed to deliver on our commit-
ments to decarbonise our electricity grid, harness our natural resources and bring renewable 
energy into the heart of our communities. The RESS has been informed by detailed analysis 
of international renewable energy schemes in particular regarding technology costs, auction 
design and the community framework. The Community Framework that underpins the RESS 
design is based on international studies of community support for renewable energy covering 
Canada, Denmark, Scotland and Germany. 

Moreover the Climate Plan sets out a suite of actions to boost renewable source of electric-
ity generation including an augmented RESS design through the inclusion of specific support 
for offshore wind in the RESS design to deliver the scale of renewables required to decarbonise 
our electricity system as has been the case in other jurisdictions. Other key measures to foster 
renewable energy set out in the Plan have been informed by best practice in other jurisdictions 
including microgeneration, corporate power purchase agreements, hybrid grid connections and 
offshore grid models. 

Through Ireland’s participation in EU led initiatives on renewable energy as well as the 
International Energy Agency, the International Renewable Energy Agency and the North Seas 
Energy Group, my Department and our agencies are participating in the development of poli-
cies to support renewable energy and applying international best practice in Ireland. As an ex-
ample, EirGrid’s ambitious multi-year programme, Delivering a Secure, Sustainable Electricity 
System (DS3), has already made us a world leader in the management of intermittent forms of 
renewable electricity, with levels of instantaneous wind penetration reaching levels of 65% and 
above.   

Question No. 400 answered with Question No. 395.

04/07/2019WRT04900Renewable Energy Generation

04/07/2019WRT05000401. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the amount of electricity being generated through non-fossil fuels excluding 
hydro but including wind, biomass, solar and or others including wave energy; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29064/19]

04/07/2019WRT05100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) have estimated that, in 2018, 
approximately 9,289 GWh of electricity was generated in total from non-fossil fuels (excluding 
hydro) and this represented on a normalised basis 30.8% of gross final consumption of electric-
ity. In the All of Government Climate Action Plan which I have recently launched, Ireland will 
be stepping up ambition in the renewable electricity sector with a target of 70% of our electric-
ity to be generated from renewable sources by 2030. This will require significant changes to the 
operation and management of the electricity grid, to integrate wind and solar energy at scale. 
Indicative targets set out in the Climate Plan for non-fossil fuel technologies are at least 3.5 
GW of offshore renewable energy, up to 1.5 GW of grid scale solar energy and up to 8.2 GW of 
onshore wind energy by 2030.

Question No. 402 answered with Question No. 394.

04/07/2019WRT05300Broadband Service Provision
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04/07/2019WRT05400403. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which the provision of broadband in all areas with particular ref-
erence to County Kildare is progressing in line with expectations; if he anticipates the provision 
of services to the blank spaces between services within a reasonable time; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [29069/19]

04/07/2019WRT05500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The National Broadband Plan aims to ensure that every home, school and business in 
Ireland has access to high speed broadband.

Since December 2015, the number of premises with access to high-speed broadband in Co. 
Kildare has increased by 10,409. In total, the number of premises in Kildare with access to high 
speed broadband is now 78,421, which equates to 84% all premises in the county. Another 492 
will be served by eir under that company’s ongoing rural deployment of a high speed broadband 
network.

The remaining 13,956 homes, schools and businesses in Kildare will receive access to high 
speed broadband under the Government’s National Broadband Plan.

The National Broadband Plan investment in providing high speed broadband to Kildare 
over the duration of the plan will be in the order of €51 million.

The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment. A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once the 
contract is signed. 

In the first year of roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Connection 
Points (BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed 
in each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, enhancing 
online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these locations. 

The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises by the end of the second year, with 70-
100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

04/07/2019WRT05600Regional Airports

04/07/2019WRT05700404. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding provided to regional airports in each of the years 2009 to 2018 and to date in 2019, by 
airport and funding category, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28654/19]

04/07/2019WRT05800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Details of Exchequer 
support under the Regional Airports Programme, both capital and operational, for the regional 
airports from 2009 to 2018 and to date in 2019 are set out in the following table.

Following completion of a Value for Money Review of the Regional Airports Programme 
in 2011, the Government took a decision to cease funding for both Sligo and Galway Airports 
under that Programme from 2012 onwards.   

The figures for Donegal, Knock and Kerry airports in 2019 represent the capital allocations 
for those airports that I announced on 11 June last. The works covered by those allocations 
are currently underway and the associated grant payments will be made when these works are 
completed later in the year.
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Exchequer funding under Regional Airports Programme (Euro)

Air-
port

Exchequer 
Funding

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019(to 
date)

Done-
gal

Capital 
Oerational 
TOTAL

33,536
131,000
164,536

353,500
277,692
631,192

2,111,313
42,630
2,153,943

0
111,417
111,417

339,474
0
339,474

431,759
0
431,759

398,995
226,059
625,054

451,312
356,597
807,909

0
667,874
667,874

238,982
657,061
896,043

884,912
0
884,912

Knock Capital-
Opera-
tional
TOTAL

3,874,018
445,000

4,319,018

823,344
760,948

1,584,292

233,282
431,907

665,189

699,007
589,644

1,288,651

2,013,023
654,576

2,667,599

1,925,413
548,600

2,474,013

564,622
598,349

1,162,971

1,965,654
967,765

2,933,419

1,330,916
1,868,439

3,199,355

_2,259,542
1,916,563

4,176,105

5,761,738
0

5,761,738

Kerry Capital-
Opera-
tional
TOTAL

45,000
0

45,000

0
0

0

399,348
950,000

1,349,348

1,633,946
550,000

2,183,946

740,958
436,918

1,177,876

133,156
507,224

640,380

402,783
311,260

714,043

310,702
626,855

937,557

582,517
1,075,474

1,657,991

1,186,847
1,198,847

2,385,694

2,208,911
0

2,208,911

Water-
ford

Capital-
Opera-
tional
TOTAL

223,606
1,494,000

1,717,606

23,3811,
584,4581,

607,839

795,582
1,272,071

2,067,653

1,333,830
1,232,964

2,566,794

361,686
1,121,399

1,483,085

533,210
1,038,784

1,571,994

776,125
1,139,030

1,915,155

18,381
1,020,215

1,038,596

0
0

0

0
750,000

750,000

0
0

0

Gal-
way

Capital-
Opera-
tional
TOTAL

453,624
962,000

1,415,624

90,000
1,799,339

1,889,339

222,944
2,309,191

2,532,135

0
0

0

0
0

0

0
0

0

0
0

0

0
0

0

0
0

0

0
0

0

0
0

0

Sligo Capital-
Opera-
tional
TOTAL

84,989
313,000

397,989

0
394,839

394,839

237,531
386,535

624,066

0
0

0

0
0

0

0
0

0

0
0

0

0
0

0

0
0

0

0
0

0

0
0

0

Derry Capital-
Opera-
tional
TOTAL

2,507,008
0

2,507,008

133,698
0

133,698

751,322
0

751,322

345,590
0

345,590

0
0

0

0
0

0

000 0
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04/07/2019WRU00200Departmental Offices

04/07/2019WRU00300405. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the avail-
ability of bike parking spaces and lockers in all buildings used by his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28703/19]

04/07/2019WRU00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): There is a total of 97 
bike parking spaces and 143 lockers in all buildings for which the Department of Transport, 
Tourism and Sport is the lead tenant.

04/07/2019WRU00500Ministerial Transport

04/07/2019WRU00600406. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the model 
of the car or cars used by him in the performance of his official duties; and if it is a diesel, petrol 
or electric engine. [28719/19]

04/07/2019WRU00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I am currently using a 
Nissan Leaf Electric Vehicle (EV) 40 in the performance of my official duties. In recent weeks, 
I have been trialling a number of different alternatively-fuelled vehicles.

04/07/2019WRU00800Air Services Provision

04/07/2019WRU00900407. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on the granting of fifth freedom traffic rights to an airline (details supplied) for the Dublin 
to Madrid route; his views on whether the decision potentially creates a competitive distortion 
in view of the different obligations on an airline with such rights; his policy in this regard; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28779/19]

04/07/2019WRU01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Ireland - Ethiopia 
Bilateral Air Services Agreement, signed in 2014, allows for the granting of fifth freedom air 
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traffic rights for airlines of both countries, on a reciprocal basis and subject to the approval of 
the relevant aeronautical authorities. 

 Ethiopian Airlines applied to both the Spanish and Irish aeronautical authorities in 2018 for 
approval of their Addis Ababa - Madrid - Dublin (return) route. Following confirmation of ap-
proval by the Spanish Aeronautical Authorities and having consulted with Irish air carriers, the 
Department authorised the route as it conformed with the rights provided under the Air Services 
Agreement.

Ireland traditionally has a liberal aviation policy and remains positively disposed towards 
the development of competitive air services. In that context, my Department will continue to 
consider applications for fifth freedom air traffic rights under bilateral air services agreements, 
on a case-by-case basis.

04/07/2019WRU01100State Bodies Property

04/07/2019WRU01200408. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the prop-
erty CIÉ owns; the return it makes on same annually; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28787/19]

04/07/2019WRU01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is an 
matter for Córas Iompair Éireann (CIÉ) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to CIÉ for 
direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working 
days. 

04/07/2019WRU01400Childcare Services Provision

04/07/2019WRU01500409. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the steps 
she is taking to increase capacity in terms of places for young children in need of crèche places 
in the Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28651/19]

04/07/2019WRU01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Each year Pobal 
conducts research on behalf of my Department to examine a number of factors related to child-
care services in Ireland, including the monitoring of capacity. The Early Years Sector Profile 
report, which was published in November 2018 and relates to the 2017/2018 programme year, 
indicates that existing childcare provision nationally meets current needs nationwide in terms of 
capacity whilst recognising that small pockets of under supply may exist within this.

This report outlines a 4% vacancy rate as a percentage of children enrolled in Dun Laoghaire 
Rathdown. Pobal reports that nationally the trend for waiting lists suggests a reduction in wait-
ing lists for older children and an increase for under twos. Pobal cautions that its data on waiting 
lists cannot by itself be used to inform capacity decisions as parents often place their children 
on more than one waiting list. 

 My Department funds 30 City and County Childcare Committees across the country. Part 
of their role is to advise my Department on capacity issues. I would encourage anyone having 
difficulty in securing a place to make contact with their local CCC. Contact details for all of the 
CCCs, in addition to other information about the services they provide, may be found on www.
myccc.ie

During my time as Minister for Children and Youth Affairs I have secured an unprecedented 
increase of 117% in investment for early learning and care and school age childcare. While this 
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additional investment has supported a doubling of capacity in the sector it is clear that further 
capacity is required and that is why I am continuing my intensive efforts in this area. 

In 2019, I provided €4m in capital funding to support additional places for under threes and 
€1m to support additional places for school age care. Successful applicants have been notified 
and I anticipate that this funding will support the creation of approximately 3,600 new and extra 
spaces for children up to the age of 15. 

 The National Childcare Scheme (NCS), due to be launched later this year will also be a 
significant intervention to address this challenge. The NCS recognises the different costs as-
sociated with providing childcare for children of different ages. The Scheme will provide for a 
progressive system of subsidies starting with the highest subsidy rates for children under 1(up 
to €5.10 per hour) and the next highest subsidy for children from 1 to under 3 (up to €4.35 per 
hour).  

In relation to childminding, I was delighted to secure €500,000 in Budget 2019 to recruit a 
National Childminding Coordinator and a team of six Development Officers around the coun-
try, to support the registration of more childminders with Tusla and thus enable them access 
subsidies under the National Childcare Scheme. My Department will publish a Childminding 
Action Plan in the coming months to follow through on the commitments in First 5 and the 
Programme for Government to further develop the childminding sector.

In the more medium term, under the National Planning Framework and the National Devel-
opment Plan published in 2018, I ensured that Childcare was identified as one of our nation’s 
strategic priorities. I am delighted that €250 million in additional funding has been committed 
to for the expansion of high quality, early learning and care and school age childcare over the 
duration of the Plan.

04/07/2019WRU01700Child and Family Agency Funding

04/07/2019WRU01800410. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount 
of funding that will be provided by Tusla to a centre (details supplied); and if there is scope for 
increased funding or staffing allocations to the centre in view of recent antisocial behaviour 
incidents. [28677/19]

04/07/2019WRU01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency is responsible for the administration of the Family Resource Centre (FRC) 
Programme. As the allocation of funds within the FRC Programme is an operational matter for 
Tusla, I have requested Tusla to respond to the Deputy directly.

I recognise and value the very positive impact of the work of the Family Resource Centres 
in supporting families and local communities, particularly in areas of disadvantage.

04/07/2019WRU02000Child Abuse

04/07/2019WRU02100411. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of cases of child abuse classified as founded and unfounded by Tusla in each of the years 2014 
to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[28684/19]

04/07/2019WRU02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The question re-
lates to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. I have therefore referred 
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the matter to Tusla, and asked that a direct reply be provided to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRU02300Child and Family Agency Data

04/07/2019WRU02400412. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of cases of retrospective child sexual violence classified as founded and unfounded by Tusla 
in each of the years 2014 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [28685/19]

04/07/2019WRU02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The question re-
lates to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. I have therefore referred 
the matter to Tusla, and asked that a direct reply be provided to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRU02600Child and Family Agency Data

04/07/2019WRU02700413. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of cases of retrospective abuse allocated and waiting allocation that have been deemed as 
founded or unfounded in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [28686/19]

04/07/2019WRU02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The question re-
lates to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. I have therefore referred 
the matter to Tusla, and asked that a direct reply be provided to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRU02900Departmental Offices

04/07/2019WRU03000414. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the availabil-
ity of bike parking spaces and lockers in all buildings used by her Department; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [28690/19]

04/07/2019WRU03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
is located at Miesian Plaza, Lower Baggot Street , Dublin 2 which is leased by the OPW. There 
are four civil service Departments using this office space and there are 146 indoor and 34 out-
door bike parking spaces available to us. In addition, there are 176 staff lockers available for 
use of staff. 

04/07/2019WRU03200Ministerial Transport

04/07/2019WRU03300415. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the model of 
the car or cars used by her in the performance of her official duties; and if it is a diesel, petrol 
or electric engine. [28706/19]

04/07/2019WRU03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The model of 
car I use to perform my official duties is a diesel run Hyundai Tucson.

04/07/2019WRU03500Child and Family Agency Data
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04/07/2019WRU03600416. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of cases of child abuse allocated to a social worker by county in each of the years the years 2014 
to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[28742/19]

04/07/2019WRU03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The question re-
lates to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. I have therefore referred 
the matter to Tusla, and asked that a direct reply be provided to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRU03800Child Abuse

04/07/2019WRU03900417. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of cases of child abuse allocated to a principal deciding officer by county for the years 2014 
to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[28743/19]

04/07/2019WRU04000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The question re-
lates to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. I have therefore referred 
the matter to Tusla, and asked that a direct reply be provided to the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRU04100Departmental Offices

04/07/2019WRU04200418. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
availability of bike parking spaces and lockers in all buildings used by his Department; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28702/19]

04/07/2019WRU04300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment occupies offices in two locations, in Trinity Point, Dublin 2 and Government Buildings, 
Ballina, Co. Mayo. 

There are currently 56 shared bicycle spaces available in Trinity Point, which is occupied 
by three Government Departments and one private company.  In Ballina, the building is shared 
between five Government Departments and a total of 10 shared bicycle rack spaces are avail-
able to staff in the building. 

In terms of lockers, there are 10 lockers available for staff in the Ballina building and none 
in Trinity Point.  However, in both locations, every staff member has an individual workstation, 
all of which include under-table lockable storage units where belongings can be stored.

04/07/2019WRU04400Ministerial Transport

04/07/2019WRU04500419. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
model of the car or cars used by him in the performance of his official duties; and if it is a diesel, 
petrol or electric engine. [28718/19]

04/07/2019WRU04600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The car used 
by me in the performance of my official duties is my own private car.

04/07/2019WRU04700Departmental Schemes
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04/07/2019WRU04800420. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when approvals will be given for the 2019 CLÁR and village renewal schemes, respectively; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28835/19]

04/07/2019WRU04900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I launched 
the 2019 CLÁR programme on the 28th of February last, and invited applications under three 
separate measures:

Measure 1 provides support for “School and Community Safety Measures”, 

Measure 2 provides support for “Play Areas and Multi-Use Games Areas”, and 

Measure 3 provides funding for “Community Wellbeing Support” .  

Community Wellbeing Support covers the provision of equipment and vehicles for volun-
tary first-response organisations, as well as the provision of specialist vehicles to bring people 
to cancer-care centres and other community-care services.  The measure will also provide fund-
ing for sensory gardens.  

The closing date for the 2019 CLÁR programme was 30th April, and almost 500 applica-
tions were received by my Department.  My officials are currently finalising the assessment of 
these applications and I hope to be in a position to announce successful projects shortly.

I launched the 2019 Town and Village Renewal scheme in April, with a closing date of 28th 
June for applications.  Over 300 applications have been received under this scheme. 

Successful applicants under the Town and Village Renewal scheme will be announced when 
the assessment of these applications is fully completed.

04/07/2019WRU05000LEADER Programmes Data

04/07/2019WRU05100421. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the allocation for projects to each LAG under the Leader programme 2014-2020; the amount 
allocated for projects by each LAG to date; the amount expended by each; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28836/19]

04/07/2019WRU05200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): LEADER 
is a multi-annual programme with a total budget of €250 million over the period 2014-2020.  
€220 million of this funding has been allocated to the Local Action Groups (LAGs) throughout 
the country who deliver the LEADER programme. This allocation includes both core project 
funding and administration and animation costs for the LAGs.    

The remaining €30 million in the programme is available for thematic schemes to be deliv-
ered at a national level and is allocated as projects are approved. 

Table 1 provides a breakdown of the amount allocated to projects by each LAG under 
the LEADER programme 2014-2020, the value of projects approved to date, and the amount 
paid by LAGs to date on projects.  The figures do not include expenditure or approvals under 
national-level thematic schemes which operate on a competitive bid basis.

Total project expenditure on the current LEADER programme since it commenced, effec-
tively in 2016, amounts to almost €24 million.  The level of project activity under the pro-
gramme has increased significantly since the start of 2018 and 2,130 projects have now been 
approved for funding of over €75.5 million. A further 370 project applications, requesting in 
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excess of €27.2 million, are at various stages in the approval process.  Project expenditure will 
increase significantly as these projects are implemented and payments are drawn down.

 Table 1: Total LEADER Project Allocations, Approvals and Payments by LAG as of 
30th  June 2019

Local Action Group Core Project Allocation Value of Approved 
Projects 

Project Payments to date 

Carlow €4,797,602 €2,069,280 €1,146,666 
Cavan €6,391,715 €3,171,877 €1,047,813 
Clare €6,645,000 €3,442,986 €816,240 
Cork North €3,810,543 €2,252,728 €712,143 
Cork South 42,803,477 €893,004 €305,996 
Cork West €3,691,755 €1,438,185 €207,971 
Donegal   €9,631,407 €5,078,323 €2,900,157 
Dublin Rural €4,777,829 €1,448,846 €471,303 
Galway East €5,741,888 €1,775,360 €160,677 
Galway West €3,425,425 €736,354 €227,665 
Kerry €7,650,904 €5,094,011 €1,677,653 
Kildare   €3,946,200 €1,067,144 €211,422 
Kilkenny   €5,798,949 €1,719,003 €791,705 
Laois €5,325,000 €1,425,898 €767,771 
Leitrim   €4,490,000 €2,032,537 €461,622 
Limerick   €6,946,151 €4,464,476 €1,408,285 
Longford   €5,698,500 €1,679,331 €448,966 
Louth €4,576,397 €1,984,554 €570,498 
Mayo €8,260,822 €5,207,692 €1,108,103 
Meath €5,137,345 €2,182,725 €288,898 
Monaghan   €5,694,500 €2,420,542 €728,217 
Offaly €6,000,000 €2,995,345 €1,377,419 
Roscommon   €6,581,283 €3,429,428 €546,829 
Sligo €5,720,737 €2,997,693 €967,757 
Tipperary   €7,562,584 €4,428,006 €955,709 
Waterford   €5,525,346 €3,409,009 €1,735,656 
Westmeath   €5,563,495 €1,799,025 €402,401 
Wexford   €7,580,104 €3,500,858 €1,100,344 
Wicklow   €4,728,231 €1,389,046 €439,607 
Total €164,503,189 €75,533,270 €23,985,494 

04/07/2019WRU05300Local Improvement Scheme Funding

04/07/2019WRU05400422. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if further funding will be allocated to the LIS scheme in 2019 in view of low expenditure by 
his Department to date on capital projects; if so, when county councils will be informed of the 
further allocation to them; the amount of the allocation made for LIS schemes to local authori-
ties for 2018 and 2019 not expended to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28840/19]

04/07/2019WRU05500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): On 7th Feb-
ruary last I launched the 2019 Local Improvement Scheme (LIS) and allocated a sum of €10 
million to Local Authorities under the scheme. The number and location of roads to benefit 
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from improvement works in 2019 is a matter for the relevant Local Authority.  Funding alloca-
tions, on a county by county basis, can be found on the Gov.ie website at the following link: 
https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/d309ea-local-improvement-scheme/. 

Over €20.8 million was allocated under LIS in 2018 and less than 10% (almost €2.3 million) 
remains to be drawn down.

To date, no Local Authority has drawn down their 2019 allocated funding.  However, pay-
ments are made in arrears, on the basis of projects being completed, and I anticipate that the 
summer period will provide an opportunity for many LIS improvement works to be carried out.

I am confident that the full amount available for the LIS in my Department’s Vote this year 
will be drawn down.

04/07/2019WRU05600Departmental Funding

04/07/2019WRU05700423. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
the capital funding prepaid by his Department in 2016, 2017 and 2018 to local authorities has 
not been spent by the respective local authorities; the amount involved by local authority and 
year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28854/19]

04/07/2019WRU05800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment provided advance payments to Local Authorities in 2016, 2017 and 2018 under various 
schemes, including the Town and Village Renewal Scheme, the Outdoor Recreation Infrastruc-
ture Scheme (ORIS), REDZ, CLÁR and the Local Improvement Scheme.

In each case, specific conditions were attached to the payments made under each scheme.  
For example, the 2017 Town and Village, ORIS and CLÁR schemes allowed Local Authorities 
to draw down 50% of their allocation under the relevant scheme when a minimum of 20% of the 
total project cost had been spent.  The balance of the allocation was to be paid on completion of 
the project, based on expenditure actually incurred.  

Under the 2017 LIS scheme, for instance, advance payments were made to the Local Au-
thorities once they confirmed that they had completed 50% or more of their scheduled works, 
and that all scheduled works would be substantially completed before the end of December 
2017. 

This approach of a staged payments process, recognised that Local Authorities were being 
asked to deliver a number of schemes consecutively, for which they were also required to pro-
vide match funding.

With the exception of 2016 when full allocations were paid in advance to Local Authorities, 
it is not practical to determine the amount of advance payments which have not been spent at 
a point in time.  This is because Local Authorities incur expenditure on an on-going basis and 
final expenditure returns are only submitted to my Department when projects are completed.

However, on the basis of overall expenditure returns received by my Department, it appears 
that the majority of Local Authorities have completed the works funded from the 2016, 2017 
and 2018 advance payments.  

With regard to 2016, the most up to date information available to the Department suggests 
that €2.39 million remains unspent.  The breakdown of this figure is provided on the following 
table.  These figures are provisional and my officials are in the process of verifying them with a 
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view to recouping the underspends from future payments due to the Local Authorities in ques-
tion. 

Similarly, my Department is following up with the Local Authorities in respect of expendi-
ture on projects approved in 2017 and 2018. 

County 2016 funding not spent – Provisional position
Carlow €38,747.79
Cavan €157,437.26
Clare  
Cork €218,655.92
Donegal €93,670.41
Fingal €63,292.00
Galway €138,647.25
Kerry €62,327.60
Kildare €157,618.54
Kilkenny €7,760.00
Laois €59,738.23
Leitrim €404,809.11
Limerick €125,051.10
Longford €14,343.19
Louth €52,331.16
Mayo €120,659.56
Meath €19,945.36
Monaghan €6,290.31
Offaly €207,570.20
Roscommon €55,401.10
Sligo €40,134.40
Tipperary €104,526.05
Waterford €24,365.55
Westmeath €1,528.33
Wexford €1,204.26
Wicklow €210,724.33
Totals €2,386,779.02

04/07/2019WRU05900Disability Allowance Payments

04/07/2019WRU06000424. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the reason a person (details supplied) is in receipt of a reduced payment. [28618/19]

04/07/2019WRU06100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection  
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Disability allowance (DA) is a statutory means-tested payment 
and is subject to periodic reviews.  This lady’s entitlement to DA was reviewed on 20 August 
2013 and she was assessed with nil means with effect from 12 September 2012.

The person concerned has been in receipt of full rate DA payment from 12 September 2012 
to date, including free fuel allowance (FFA) in fuel season.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRV00200Social Welfare Appeals
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04/07/2019WRV00300425. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of an application for an oral hearing appeal for domiciliary care allowance by 
a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28632/19]

04/07/2019WRV00400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal 
by the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer on 3rd June 2019 with a request for 
an oral hearing of the appeal.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRV00500Jobseeker’s Payments

04/07/2019WRV00600426. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of persons in receipt of a jobseeker’s payment that are under 26 years of age. 
[28645/19]

04/07/2019WRV00700427. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of persons in receipt of a jobseeker’s payment that are under 26 years of age, by 
county. [28646/19]

04/07/2019WRV00800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 426 and 427 together.

The information requested by the Deputy is detailed in the following tabular statement.

 The number of recipients* of a jobseeker’s payment that are under 26 years of age by 
scheme and county at the 30th of June 2016

 County Jobseeker’s Allowance Jobseeker’s Benefit 
 Carlow 476  33
 Cavan  402  30
 Clare  434  51
 Cork  1,230  178
 Donegal  1,073  102
 Dublin  4,344  741
 Galway  793  125
 Kerry  551  77
 Kildare  696  94
 Kilkenny  295  38
 Laois  434  43
 Leitrim  153  27
 Limerick  915  76
 Longford  352  32
 Louth  890  90
 Mayo  522  48
 Meath  451  60
 Monaghan  237  37
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 County Jobseeker’s Allowance Jobseeker’s Benefit 
 Offaly  496  47
 Roscommon  216 20
 Sligo  267  20
 Tipperary  946  83
 Waterford  784  80
 Westmeath  529  76
 Wexford  943  111
 Wicklow  487  60
Total  18,916  2,379

 * Recipients are persons who have been awarded a jobseeker’s payment and is currently 
in receipt of a weekly payment and does not reflect the number of persons on the live register.

04/07/2019WRV01000Youth Unemployment

04/07/2019WRV01100428. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the breakdown of youth unemployment in the 18 to 25 years of age cohort in County Wicklow 
by data, in tabular form. [28647/19]

04/07/2019WRV01200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
measurement of unemployment throughout the country is the responsibility of the Central Sta-
tistics Office which is under the auspices of my colleagues in the Department of the Taoiseach.

 I am however informed that at the end of June there were 547 recipients of a jobseeker’s 
payment in the 18 to 25 years of age cohort in County Wicklow.

04/07/2019WRV01300Treatment Benefit Scheme Applications Data

04/07/2019WRV01400429. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of persons paying PRSI and eligible for benefits under the treatment benefit scheme; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28652/19]

04/07/2019WRV01500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Fig-
ures for 2017 show that approximately 2,176,000 employees are entitled, subject to normal 
qualifying conditions, for the treatment benefit scheme.  In March 2017 entitlement was also 
extended to approximately 450,000 self-employed contributors and their dependent partners.

It should be noted that not all employees who pay PRSI contributions are eligible for treat-
ment benefit.  Modified rate contributors (pre-1995 civil and public servants) do not have en-
titlement to treatment benefit and class J contributors are insured for occupational injuries ben-
efits only. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRV01600Carer’s Benefit Applications

04/07/2019WRV01700430. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when a decision will be finalised on a carer’s allowance claim in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Cork. [28678/19]
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04/07/2019WRV01800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s benefit (CARB) is a PRSI based payment, made to persons who are providing full-time 
care and attention to a person who has such a disability that they require that level of care.  

An application for CARB was received from the person concerned on 13 March 2019.  

The application was awarded to the person concerned with effect from 16 May 2019 when 
her carer’s leave commenced.  The first payment issued to her nominated bank account on 27 
June 2019. 

Arrears of benefit due from 16 May 2019 to 3 July 2019 also issued to her bank on 27 June 
2019.   

The person concerned was notified on 24 June 2019 of this decision, the reason for it and of 
her right of review and appeal. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

04/07/2019WRV01900Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

04/07/2019WRV02000431. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a review will be undertaken of the case of a person (details supplied) with a view 
to backdating payment of a jobseeker’s allowance; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [28679/19]

04/07/2019WRV02100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): In 
this instance it would not be appropriate for my Department to undertake a review as the matter 
raised by the Deputy is for the Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO) to consider.  The SWAO 
operates independently of the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.  

The person concerned can request the SWAO to review the decision of her appeal which 
relates to the decisions in respect of Jobseekers Allowance applications registered on 20th Janu-
ary 2017 and 20th April 2017.  

I trust that this clarifies the position. 

04/07/2019WRV02200Departmental Offices

04/07/2019WRV02300432. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the availability of bike parking spaces and lockers in all buildings used by her Department; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28695/19]

04/07/2019WRV02400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Department, through the Office of Public Works, provides dedicated bike parking spaces in 
buildings where this is feasible and where the demand exists from staff.  Individual lockable 
space is also provided to staff.  Bike parking may also be provided by landlords of shared build-
ings in which Departmental offices are located.

In addition, where the OPW provides new build fit-outs, the Department seeks to make pro-
vision for bike parking spaces where this is feasible.

I am advised that it is not currently possible to detail how many of our more than 270 build-
ings currently have dedicated bike parking spaces.  I have asked my officials to collate this 
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information and to provide it to the Deputy as soon it is available.

My Department has been actively supporting and promoting the Cycle To Work scheme 
since it came into operation on 1 January 2009.

04/07/2019WRV02500Ministerial Transport

04/07/2019WRV02600433. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the model of the car or cars used by her in the performance of her official duties; and if it 
is a diesel, petrol or electric engine. [28711/19]

04/07/2019WRV02700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
car I use in the performance of my official duties is a diesel Peugeot-2008.

04/07/2019WRV02800Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

04/07/2019WRV02900434. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of a domiciliary care allowance appeal by a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [28740/19]

04/07/2019WRV03000Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): An application for Domiciliary Care Allowance (DCA) was re-
ceived from the person concerned on the 6th March 2019.  The application was not allowed 
as the child was not considered to satisfy the qualifying conditions for the allowance.  A letter 
issued on the 8th May 2019 setting out the decision of the deciding officer to refuse the allow-
ance.

An appeal was registered by the  Social  Welfare Appeals Office on the 27th May 2019.  
Further medical evidence submitted with the appeal has been forwarded to the Department’s 
Medical Assessor for their medical opinion.  As part of the appeals process, the application will 
be re-examined by a deciding officer and a revised decision will be made if warranted.  Alter-
natively, the case will be referred for consideration by the Social Welfare Appeals Office.  The 
person concerned will be notified of the outcome of the deciding officer’s review as soon as 
possible.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

04/07/2019WRV03100Disability Allowance Applications

04/07/2019WRV03200435. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a disability allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [28741/19]

04/07/2019WRV03300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I can confirm that my department received an application for dis-
ability allowance (DA) from this lady on 30 April 2019.  

On 01 July 2019 the person concerned was requested to supply supporting documentation 
required by the deciding officer in order to make a decision on her eligibility.  On receipt of this 
information a decision will be made on her DA application and the person concerned will be 
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notified of the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRV03400Jobseeker’s Allowance Appeals

04/07/2019WRV03500436. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28747/19]

04/07/2019WRV03600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned lodged a claim for Jobseeker’s Allowance on 19 March 2019.  The claim was 
disallowed as the person concerned failed to furnish all the documentation requested by the 
Social Welfare Inspector in order to determine the means.

A letter of disallowance issued on the 10 May 2019. Subsequently an appeal application was 
received on 17 June 2019 and is currently with the Social Welfare Inspector.  I am advised that 
the details put forward by the appellant will be examined to determine if the decision should be 
revised or confirmed, in advance of a submission to the Social Welfare Appeals Office.

The person concerned is in receipt of Supplementary Welfare Allowance since 09 May 2019 
.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

04/07/2019WRV03700Carer’s Allowance Review

04/07/2019WRV03800437. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if the figures used to calculate means for a carer’s allowance review in the case of a person 
(details supplied) will be clarified; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28773/19]

04/07/2019WRV03900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s Allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment, made to persons who are 
providing full-time care and attention to a person who has such a disability that they require 
that level of care.

It is a condition for receipt of CA that the applicant’s means are less than the statutory limit 
which in this case is €247.60 weekly.

The application for CA was disallowed as her means were determined to exceed the statu-
tory limit.

Means are any income belonging to the carer and their spouse, civil partner, or cohabitant, 
property, (except their own home) or an asset that could bring in money or provide them with 
an income, for example occupational pensions, or pensions or benefits from another country.

The person concerned was notified on 23 May 2019 of this decision the reason for it and her 
right of review and appeal. 

A review of this decision was requested on 5 June 2019.

The evidence before the deciding officer for the review included a payslip from the person 
concerned dated 21 April 2019 which showed a gross income of €5,870.92 for eighteen insur-
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able weeks, averaging €326.16 per week.  When allowable deductions of €36.79 were applied, 
the weekly assessable income was €289.37.

Also before the deciding officer was a payslip from the husband of the person concerned 
dated 9 May 2019 which showed a gross income of €26,039.47 for nineteen insurable weeks, 
averaging €1,370.50 per week.  When allowable deductions of €224.95 were applied, the week-
ly assessable income was €1,145.55.

Total assessable weekly income from both employment is €1,434.92 (€289.37 + €1,145.55).

A disregard for a married couple of €665.00 then applied and the remainder was halved.  
The carer’s means were therefore assessed at €384.96 per week which is in excess of the statu-
tory means limit of €247.60. 

Following this review the deciding officer decided that her means still exceeded the statu-
tory limit and that consequently there would be no change to the original decision.  

The person concerned was notified of the outcome on 19 June 2019 and of her right of ap-
peal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRV04000Fuel Allowance Eligibility

04/07/2019WRV04100438. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if a person (details supplied) is entitled to a payment. [28774/19]

04/07/2019WRV04200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned is currently in receipt of Illness Benefit at the maximum rate of €203 per 
week. 

Illness Benefit is classed as a short term scheme and is not a qualifying payment for fuel 
allowance.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRV04300Pension Provisions

04/07/2019WRV04400439. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if firefighters, particularly those who may have had an illness, will lose out on their entitlement 
to full pension (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28788/19]

04/07/2019WRV04500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Roadmap for Pensions Reform 2018-2023 confirms Government’s position that the State pen-
sion will be reformed and will remain as the fundamental basis of the pension system in Ireland.  
To do this, the Government will introduce from 2020 a ‘Total Contributions Approach’ (TCA) 
to the calculation of the State Pension (Contributory).  The TCA is a more logical and transpar-
ent system, where the individual’s lifetime contribution will more closely match the benefit 
received.

Earlier this year,  I launched a consultation on the design of the TCA to which a wide variety 
of stakeholder groups were invited and shortly afterwards the Oireachtas members were invited 
to a detailed briefing by my officials in Leinster House.
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Having carefully examined the outputs and the views submitted in the consultation.  I intend 
to bring a proposal to Government shortly, setting out the details of the scheme which my De-
partment is currently designing.  When the Government has agreed the approach to be taken, I 
will initiate the work required to introduce this reform.   

The members of the Fire Service are entitled to an occupational pension which is a separate 
entitlement from the qualification of the State pension.  The management of this occupational 
pension is a matter for the Fire Services at local authority level, with the Department of Hous-
ing, Planning, Community and Local Government.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRV04600Jobseeker’s Benefit Applications

04/07/2019WRV04700440. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a decision has been made on an application for jobseeker’s by a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28805/19]

04/07/2019WRV04800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned made a claim for Jobseeker’s Benefit on the 27th May 2019 and this claim has 
been referred to a Deciding officer for decision.  The person concerned is currently in receipt 
of Supplementary Welfare Allowance while she awaits the decision on her Jobseekers Benefit 
claim. 

I trust this clarifies the matter. 

04/07/2019WRV04900Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

04/07/2019WRV05000441. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a jobseeker’s payment will be assessed for a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [28827/19]

04/07/2019WRV05100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned is currently in receipt of Jobseeker’s Allowance of €274.70 with means of 
€63.00.  His file has been referred to a Social Welfare Inspector for review and he will be con-
tacted shortly to arrange to meet with the Inspector to establish his means.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

04/07/2019WRV05200Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

04/07/2019WRV05300442. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a person (details supplied) is on the correct level of jobseeker’s payment; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [28841/19]

04/07/2019WRV05400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned will be contacted today with a view to arranging an appointment for him to 
meet with a Social Welfare Inspector.  He is currently in receipt of Jobseekers Allowance with 
means from his partners insurable employment and this will be reviewed by the Social Welfare 
Inspector at the meeting. 
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I trust this clarifies the matter. 

04/07/2019WRV05500Illness Benefit Applications

04/07/2019WRV05600443. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if an application by a person (details supplied) will be expedited; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [28848/19]

04/07/2019WRV05700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned made an application for Illness Benefit on the 12th June 2019.  A decision 
letter is due to issue to him today, which confirms he has been awarded a weekly payment of 
€131.00 from 12th June 2019.  The person concerned made an application for Supplementary 
Welfare Allowance which is currently being examined by a Community Welfare Officer and a 
decision will issue in due course.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

04/07/2019WRV05800Gender Recognition

04/07/2019WRV05900444. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection further to Parliamentary Question No. 1077 of 15 January 2019, if she will report on the 
implementation of the review of the Gender Recognition Act 2015 and the proposed legislative 
changes recommended in the report; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28861/19]

04/07/2019WRV06000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Of-
ficials from my Department are considering the recommendations of the report of the Review 
Group, and how they can best be progressed, in conjunction with other relevant Government 
Departments and consultation with the Attorney General.

 I understand that this work will be completed shortly. I will then lay my own report on the 
review before the Houses of the Oireachtas, as provided for under section 7 of the Act, which 
will include proposals in relation to the Review Group’s recommendations.

04/07/2019WRW00200Carer’s Allowance Applications

04/07/2019WRW00300445. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the measures she will introduce to reduce the delays in having applications for carer’s 
allowance processed and finalised; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28868/19]

04/07/2019WRW00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Where any scheme area experiences delays, all possible steps are taken to improve processing 
times. This includes the assignment of additional resources, where available, and the review of 
business processes, to ensure the efficient processing of applications.

Additional resources will be applied to claim processing to reduce delays. A review of busi-
ness processes is also underway and it is intended that this will identify opportunities to imple-
ment a number of improvements and efficiencies. The position is being closely monitored and 
kept under review by the Department to ensure that all CA applications are dealt with promptly.

My Department is committed to providing a quality service to all its customers. This in-
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cludes ensuring that applications are processed as quickly as possible. 

In general, social welfare schemes with a number of complex qualifying conditions can take 
longer to process.  In some cases the documentary evidence provided at initial application stage 
is incomplete or insufficient and this can lead to delays in processing.

Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who 
is habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or 
an adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

To qualify for CA, the carer must show that they are habitually resident in the State, that 
they are providing full-time care and attention to a person who requires this level of care and 
that their means are less than the statutory limit.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRW00500Social Welfare Appeals

04/07/2019WRW00600446. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an appeal by a person (details supplied); the timeframe for same; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [29009/19]

04/07/2019WRW00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an invalidity pension appeal by the person 
concerned was registered in that office on 24 June 2019.  It is a statutory requirement of the ap-
peals process that the relevant Departmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on 
the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these papers have been received from the Department, 
the case in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision 
on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal 
hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRW00800Personal Public Service Numbers

04/07/2019WRW00900447. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if arrangements can be made to update and verify the PPS number of a person (de-
tails supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29037/19]

04/07/2019WRW01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned was written to on 15th April 2019 and advised that he was required to pres-
ent certain documents in order for his identity to be authenticated and for a PPS Number to be 
allocated.  

To date, he has not yet provided the documentation required.  Once this documentation has 
been supplied to my Department, this matter will be progressed in line with the Department’s 
policies and procedures around identity authentication. 
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I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy. 

04/07/2019WRW01100Social Welfare Overpayments

04/07/2019WRW01200448. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the circumstances by which a person (details supplied) in Dublin 8 incurred a debt to 
her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29041/19]

04/07/2019WRW01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned incurred a debt as they were not fully unemployed for the period 13/07/2018 
to 19/07/2018 and they received full payment of their Jobseeker’s Allowance for same. 

A decision letter from this Department was sent to them on the 20th November 2018 and set 
out the details of the debt incurred.

The original debt was €449.  The remaining debt is €138.29.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRW01400Carer’s Allowance Applications

04/07/2019WRW01500449. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a carer’s allowance will be awarded in the case of a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [29054/19]

04/07/2019WRW01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

I confirm that my department received an application for CA from the person concerned on 
29 April 2019.  Additional information in relation to the person’s application was requested by 
a deciding officer on 30 May 2019.

A further information request in relation to the person’s employment details was sent to the 
person concerned on 27 June 2019.  

Once the information is received the application will be processed without delay and the 
person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRW01700Supplementary Welfare Allowance Eligibility

04/07/2019WRW01800450. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a person (details supplied) qualifies for a basic social welfare payment while await-
ing a decision on an application for a carer’s benefit in respect of their parent; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [29055/19]

04/07/2019WRW01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): A 
decision in respect of the application made by the person concerned for Supplementary Welfare 
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Allowance Basic payment was finalised on the 07th June 2019.  The Community Welfare Of-
ficer with responsibility for the area in which the person concerned resides advises that they 
made contact on 01/07/2019 and communicated the decision and the payment arrangements.  
Due to non collection from the designated Post Office any previous payments which have ex-
pired will be reissued to the person concerned.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/07/2019WRW02000Property Tax

04/07/2019WRW02100451. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his views on the recommendation from the Local Property Tax Review Group to re-
move the equalisation contribution from the LPT system; the possible alternative mechanisms 
by which local authorities can maintain funding levels; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29029/19]

04/07/2019WRW02200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): The Government remains committed to ensuring that the local 
government sector retains a sustainable and stable source of funding from LPT to enable the 
delivery of essential services, particularly in a time of increasing demands on local authorities. 
Taxation policy, including local property tax policy, is in the first instance, a matter for my col-
league, the Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform.

The current system of local retention of Local Property Tax (LPT)  began in 2015 and since 
then 80% of the estimated LPT liability in each local authority area for a given year is retained 
in that area to fund public services, notwithstanding any local variation decisions. The remain-
ing 20% of LPT is re-distributed to provide equalisation funding to those local authorities that 
have lower property tax bases.

The report on the Review of Local Property Tax recommended that the equalisation contri-
bution from local authorities (equivalent to 20% of their LPT yield) be discontinued and that all 
local authorities retain 100% of LPT collected in the local authority area.  In such a scenario, 
to ensure stability, sufficient funding would be required to ensure that local authorities with 
weaker property tax bases would continue to be supported. Any such change would require 
careful consideration in the context of the budgetary and estimates process. 

In light of decisions taken by Government subsequent to the completion of the report on the 
Review of Local Property Tax, the Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform 
referred the Report to the Committee on Budgetary Oversight for further consideration. The 
deferral of revaluation until November 2020 provides time and space for the Committee to 
consider the report and to provide its views to the Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure 
and Reform.

04/07/2019WRW02300Wind Energy Generation

04/07/2019WRW02400452. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the position in regard to the new proposed setback regulations for wind turbines; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [29059/19]

04/07/2019WRW02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department is currently undertaking a focused review of the 2006 Wind Energy Development 
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Guidelines.  The review is addressing a number of key aspects including sound or noise, visual 
amenity setback distances, shadow flicker, community obligation, community dividend and 
grid connections. 

As part of the overall review, a strategic environmental assessment (SEA) is being undertak-
en on the revised Guidelines before they come into effect, in accordance with the requirements 
of EU Directive 2001/24/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes 
on the environment, otherwise known as the SEA Directive. SEA is a process by which envi-
ronmental considerations are required to be fully integrated into the preparation of plans and 
programmes which act as frameworks for development consent, prior to their final adoption, 
with public consultation as part of that process.

While the revised draft guidelines had been expected to be published in Quarter 1 2019, 
some delays to the planned schedule arose, due to the recent publication of updated World 
Health Organisation (WHO) noise standards and the need to focus on certain Brexit-related 
planning issues. 

As part of the SEA process, there will shortly be an 8-week public consultation on the re-
vised draft Guidelines, together with the comprehensive environmental report. Finalised Guide-
lines will be prepared following detailed analysis and consideration of the submissions received 
during the consultation phase., and the conclusion of the SEA process. 

When finalised, the revised Guidelines will be issued under section 28 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000, as amended.  Planning authorities and, where applicable, An Bord 
Pleanála must have regard to guidelines issued under Section 28 in the performance of their 
functions generally under the Planning Acts. In the meantime, the current 2006 Wind Energy 
Development Guidelines remain in force.

04/07/2019WRW02600Fire Service

04/07/2019WRW02700453. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the consequences of a case (details supplied) at the European Court of Justice for the 
operation of fire services in each area; if there are discussions or proposals to close fire stations 
in local authority areas either as a consequence of the judgement or in other circumstances; and 
his plans for the operation of fires services by local authority. [28610/19]

04/07/2019WRW02800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and mainte-
nance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of premises and 
equipment for use by fire service personnel, is a matter for individual fire authorities under the 
Fire Services Acts 1981 and 2003. My Department through the National Directorate for Fire 
and Emergency Management, assists fire authorities on an on-going basis in meeting their statu-
tory responsibilities.

Council Directive 93/104/EC of 23 November 1993, concerning certain aspects of the 
organisation of working time (the Working Time Directive), lays down minimum safety and 
health requirements for the organisation of working time, in respect of periods of daily rest, 
breaks, weekly rest, maximum weekly working time, annual leave and aspects of night work, 
shift work and patterns of work. Implementation of this Directive is transposed through the 
Organisation of Working Time Act 1997, which comes under the remit of my colleague, the 
Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection. 

I understand that the concepts of ‘working time’ and ‘rest periods’ as provided for in the 



 4 July 2019

175

Directive were the subject of a recent judgment by the Court of Justice of the European Union. 
The judgment of the Court was noted at my Department’s National Directorate for Fire and 
Emergency Management Board meeting of 13 September 2018. My Department is aware also 
of cases which have been lodged with the local authorities connected to this matter. As employ-
ers, local authorities are represented by the Local Government Management Agency (LGMA) 
and it is my understanding that a number of cases have been referred to the Workplace Relations 
Commission (WRC) in this context. The National Directorate in my Department will support 
the LGMA as appropriate in working towards a resolution of these WRC cases.

04/07/2019WRW02900Water Services

04/07/2019WRW03000454. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when the decision for funding for the Multi-Annual Rural Water Programme 2019-2021 
will be announced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28611/19]

04/07/2019WRW03100455. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if the application by Cleragh, Kiltimagh, County Mayo for the Multi-Annual Rural Water 
Programme 2019-2021 will be awarded; if so, when; if not, the reason for refusal; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28612/19]

04/07/2019WRW03200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 454 and 455 together.

On 8 February this year, I announced details of the measures being funded through my De-
partment under the Multi-annual Rural Water Programme 2019-2021. Local authorities were 
invited to submit their bids for the funding of schemes or projects in their functional areas, with 
the deadline for receipt of proposals set as 14 March 2019.

Mayo County Council has included Clearagh, Kiltimagh, County Mayo in its application to 
my Department under Measure 6 - Community Connection Networks of the new Programme.

My Department is currently considering local authorities’ bids for funding allocations. An 
Expert Panel has been put in place to support the evaluation process. In addition to providing 
an expert perspective, the Panel brings independence, openness and transparency to the bids 
evaluation process which is done on a national prioritised basis. The Expert Panel’s member-
ship includes Departmental, stakeholder and independent representation.

The Expert Panel will make recommendations to my Department on the suitability of 
schemes and projects for funding based on objective criteria which are set out in the framework 
document issued to local authorities when requesting proposals. My Department will then con-
sider the recommendations of the Panel, and based on these, will propose allocations for my 
consideration as Minister. I expect this process to be completed in the coming weeks.

04/07/2019WRW03400Urban Renewal Schemes

04/07/2019WRW03500456. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when he expects to allocate further funding under the urban regeneration and develop-
ment fund; the amount he plans to allocate to progress the North Quays development in County 
Waterford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28642/19]

04/07/2019WRW03600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
2016, the North Quays in Waterford was the subject of a Strategic Development Zone (SDZ) 
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order made by the Government, recognising the social and economic importance of the site to 
the State, and designating the Waterford North Quays for mixed-use development, subject to 
preparation of an SDZ planning scheme, which has since been completed.

The National Planning Framework (NPF), launched in February 2018 as part of Project 
Ireland 2040, includes objectives to achieve more compact urban growth within Ireland’s cities, 
including the significant further development of Waterford City.  Further to the NPF, a ten-year 
Urban Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF) was established with investment of €2bn 
available to 2027.

 In 2018, bids were invited from public bodies for funding support from the URDF. On 26 
November 2018, I announced initial support of €100m in provisional allocations to a total of 
88 projects throughout the country under the first call for proposals. As part of this first tranche 
of approvals, the Waterford North Quays Project was allocated initial URDF support of €6m.

 A large and complex integrated urban project, the Waterford North Quays proposal includes 
very significant high cost capital elements. Under the first URDF call for proposals, the Council 
submitted a bid for URDF funding which included four very significant elements:

1.   Relocation of the City’s railway station to the east to form a new public transport inter-
change;

2.   A new pedestrian/cyclist/public transport bridge and associated urban greenway;

3.   Site access roads and road realignment;

4.   Off-site roads in the wider north bank of the Suir area in Waterford/Kilkenny.

 It is intended that the infrastructural works involved will open up the North Quays site, 
making it more accessible and supporting the achievement of the objectives of the SDZ plan-
ning scheme more generally.

 The overall project is one of the more complex URDF proposals and so it is essential that 
careful consideration be given to the proper advancement of its design, planning, procurement 
and construction. 

This initial URDF support to Waterford, as with all other successful bid proposals, is ap-
proved in principle and is subject to a finalised agreement between my Department and Wa-
terford City & County Council. It is a starting point in a programme of ongoing support for a 
significant city centre urban renewal project. 

 In this regard, my Department is continuing to engage with Waterford City & County Coun-
cil on the advancement of the overall project in order to agree project composition and sequenc-
ing, and to establish project cost certainty to inform URDF funding support and allocations.

04/07/2019WRW03700Departmental Offices

04/07/2019WRW03800457. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the availability of bike parking spaces and lockers in all buildings used by his Department; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28699/19]

04/07/2019WRW03900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department is the main tenant in the following offices -



 4 July 2019

177

- Custom House, Dublin 1

- Government Buildings, Ballina

- Newtown Road, Wexford

- Met Eireann, Glasnevin, Dublin  

It also shares accommodation at 1A South Mall, Cork and Little Island, Cork and Met Éire-
ann have offices at various locations around the country, including at the main airports. 

The availability of bicycle parking spaces and lockers is set out in the table, including those 
available at buildings occupied by Met Éireann. 

Building/Location Bike Parking Spaces Lockers
Custom House  81  117
Ballina  10  20
Wexford  30  56
Cork   
1A South Mall 0 0
Little Island 0 0
 Met Eireann
-            Glasnevin 24 30
-            Dublin Airport 0 13
-            Malin Head 0 12
-            Casement 0 6
-            Valentia 0 6
-            Ireland West Airport 0 6
-            Shannon Airport 0 30
-            Cork Airport 0 18
-            Belmullet 0 5

04/07/2019WRW04000Ministerial Transport

04/07/2019WRW04100458. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the model of the car or cars used by him in the performance of his official duties; and if it 
is a diesel, petrol or electric engine. [28715/19]

04/07/2019WRW04200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
use a Skoda Octavia with a diesel engine in the performance of my official duties. 

04/07/2019WRW04300Home Loan Scheme

04/07/2019WRW04400459. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if a person who has been adjudicated a bankrupt and who will be out of bankruptcy at 
the end of 2019, but who remains working and is in rented accommodation, will be eligible to 
apply for the Rebuilding Ireland home loan with their partner who is not a bankrupt; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28786/19]

04/07/2019WRW04500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
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The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan Scheme enables credit-worthy first-time buyers to access 
sustainable mortgage lending to purchase new or second-hand properties in a suitable price 
range, where they cannot obtain sufficient mortgage finance from a commercial lender. Appli-
cants must be in continuous employment for a minimum of two years, as the primary earner or 
be in continuous employment for a minimum of one year, as a secondary earner.

As with the previous local authority loan offerings, the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan is 
available to first-time buyers only. This is set out in the regulations governing the Scheme and 
ensures the effective targeting of limited resources. 

A person who has been discharged from bankruptcy and is eligible in all other respects, 
including being a first-time buyer, for a Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan may apply for a loan 
and will be subject to the same credit assessment process that applies to all applicants, which is 
carried out in accordance with the credit policy for the scheme.

The final decision on loan approval is a matter for the relevant local authority and its credit 
committee on a case-by-case basis.  Decisions on all housing loan applications must be made 
in accordance with the Regulations establishing the scheme and the credit policy that underpins 
the scheme, in order to ensure prudence and consistency in approaches in the best interests of 
both borrowers and the lending local authorities.

04/07/2019WRW04600Housing Adaptation Grant

04/07/2019WRW04700460. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount allocated in 2019 to local authorities for the housing adaptation grant for per-
sons with a disability, housing aid for older persons and mobility aids grants for council owned 
properties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28830/19]

04/07/2019WRW04800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
recently announced the 2019 funding allocations to local authorities for the Disabled Persons 
Grants (DPG) Scheme for adaptations and extensions to existing social homes to meet the needs 
of local authority tenants. The scheme applies to works that are necessary to address the needs 
of older people or people with a disability. Some €15 million is being made available under the 
scheme in 2019, an increase of over €1 million on 2018 levels.  On top of this exchequer fund-
ing, the local authority makes a further 10% contribution in respect of these grants. 

Details of the 2019 allocations to each local authority are outlined in the table. It is a matter 
for local authorities to prioritise the works to be funded under the scheme in their area, in the 
context of available funding and in line with the terms of the DPG scheme. 

My Department will also further review 2019 allocations and funding drawdown later this 
year with a view to considering the allocation of additional funding should it become available. 
It will be open to local authorities to seek additional funding, once their allocation is fully ex-
pended and the relevant funding recouped from the Department. 

 Table: DPG Funding Allocations 2019

Local Authority Department Contribution 
90% 

Local Authority Contri-
bution 10%

Total (Department & LA 
Contribution)

Carlow County Council €205,000 €22,778 €227,778
Cavan County Council €230,000 €25,556 €255,556
Clare County Council €350,000 €38,889 €388,889
Cork City Council €2,000,000 €222,222 €2,222,222
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Local Authority Department Contribution 
90% 

Local Authority Contri-
bution 10%

Total (Department & LA 
Contribution)

Cork County Council €1,000,000 €111,111 €1,111,111
Donegal County Council €400,000 €44,444 €444,444
Dublin City Council €2,375,000 €263,889 €2,638,889
Dun Laoghaire/Rath-
down County Council

€255,000 €28,333 €283,333

Fingal County Council €625,000 €69,444 €694,444
Galway City Council €450,000 €50,000 €500,000
Galway County Council €350,000 €38,889 €388,889
Kerry County Council €300,000 €33,333 €333,333
Kildare County Council €450,000 €50,000 €500,000
Kilkenny County Coun-
cil

€225,000 €25,000 €250,000

Laois County Council €220,000 €24,444 €244,444
Leitrim County Council €175,000 €19,444 €194,444
Limerick City and 
County Council

€1,275,000 €141,667 €1,416,667

Longford County Coun-
cil

€200,000 €22,222 €222,222

Louth County Council €260,000 €28,889 €288,889
Mayo County Council €150,000 €16,667 €166,667
Meath County Council €245,000 €27,222 €272,222
Monaghan County 
Council

€200,000 €22,222 €222,222

Offaly County Council €205,000 €22,778 €227,778
Roscommon County 
Council

€205,000 €22,778 €227,778

Sligo County Council €325,000 €36,111 €361,111
South Dublin County 
Council

€500,000 €55,556 €555,556

Tipperary County Coun-
cil

€500,000 €55,556 €555,556

Waterford City and 
County Council

€210,000 €23,333 €233,333

Westmeath County 
Council

€225,000 €25,000 €250,000

Wexford County Council €515,000 €57,222 €572,222
Wicklow County Council €450,000 €50,000 €500,000
Total €15,075,000 €1,675,000 €16,750,000

04/07/2019WRW04900Expert Panel on Concrete Blocks

04/07/2019WRW05000461. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount he plans to allocate in Budget 2020 for the MICA and pyrite repair scheme 
announced recently. [28845/19]

04/07/2019WRW05100462. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the progress on delivering the MICA and pyrite repair scheme announced recently. 
[28846/19]

04/07/2019WRW05200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
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(Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 461 and 462 together.

 The Expert Panel on Concrete Blocks was established by my Department in 2016, to inves-
tigate problems that have emerged in the concrete blockwork of certain dwellings in counties 
Donegal and Mayo.

In 2017, the report of the Expert Panel was published and included eight recommendations, 
which my Department is actively progressing with the relevant stakeholders, prioritising the 
implementation of Recommendations 1 and 2. 

With regard to Recommendation 1, the National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI) 
established a Technical Committee to scope and fast track the development of a standardised 
protocol. The standardised protocol will inform the course of action in relation to remedial 
works for all affected householders.  The standardised protocol was published by the NSAI on 
13 November 2018 and ‘I.S. 465:2018 - Assessment, testing and categorisation of damaged 
buildings incorporating concrete blocks containing certain deleterious materials’  , is available 
at www.nsai.ie.

The standard can be used to assess and categorise the damage in properties where the con-
crete blocks are suspected to contain the minerals mica or pyrite. Previously, there was no 
common way for engineers or homeowners to assess the damage caused by defective concrete 
blocks, in order to decide what, if any, remedial work could be carried out.  The standard:

1.   establishes a protocol for assessing and determining whether a building has been dam-
aged by concrete blocks containing certain excessive amounts of  deleterious materials (free or 
unbound muscovite mica, or aggregate with potentially deleterious quantities of pyrite); 

2.   describes methods for establishing the extent of the problem; 

3.   describes the scope of any testing required; and

4.   categorises buildings, in  accordance with the standard, providing competent persons 
with guidance on the appropriate measures to be taken.

With regard to Recommendation 2, my Department has been in contact with Engineers 
Ireland in relation to the establishment of a register of competent engineers for homeowners/
affected parties’ reference. In June 2019, Engineers Ireland established such a register, which is 
available at www.engineersireland.ie/Services/I-S-465-2018-Register.aspx. 

The register lists Chartered Engineers, who have the necessary direct professional experi-
ence, competence and specialist training in accordance with the requirements set out in ‘ I.S. 
465:2018 - Assessment, testing and categorisation of damaged buildings incorporating concrete 
blocks containing certain deleterious materials’.

In October 2018, the Government approved in principle the development of a grant scheme 
of financial assistance to support affected homeowners in the counties of Donegal and Mayo to 
carry out the necessary remediation works to dwellings that have been damaged due to defec-
tive concrete blocks. 

In May 2019, agreement was reached with the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
to allocate €20 million to a scheme for this purpose from within the €2.4 billion housing bud-
get for 2019.  Funding for future years will be agreed on an annual basis as part of the normal 
Estimates process.

The full terms and conditions of the scheme are being finalised, again in consultation with 
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the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.  This process will take account of the engage-
ment that my Department is currently having with both Donegal and Mayo County Councils. 
In this regard, officials from my Department met recently with both local authority teams to 
discuss implementation arrangements for the scheme and further engagement will take place 
over the coming weeks.  

On completion of this work, it is intended to revert to Government on the matter. The aim 
will be to complete the outstanding work without delay in order to ensure that the scheme can 
get underway as early as possible.

04/07/2019WRW05400Social and Affordable Housing Eligibility

04/07/2019WRW05500463. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment when he plans to publish the promised review of income eligibility limits for social 
housing; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the perceived totally inadequate income 
limits in areas such as counties Cavan and Monaghan are depriving persons on low income to 
apply for local authority housing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28867/19]

04/07/2019WRW05600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant local authority, in accor-
dance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscella-
neous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, 
as amended.  

The 2011 Regulations prescribe maximum net income limits for each local authority, in dif-
ferent bands according to the area concerned, with income being defined and assessed accord-
ing to a standard Household Means Policy.

Under the Household Means Policy, which applies in all local authorities, net income for 
social housing assessment is defined as gross household income less income tax, PRSI and the 
universal social charge. The Policy provides for a range of income disregards, and local authori-
ties also have discretion to decide to disregard income that is temporary, short-term or once off 
in nature.

The income bands and the authority area assigned to each band were based on an assessment 
of the income needed to provide for a household’s basic needs, plus a comparative analysis of 
the local rental cost of housing accommodation across the country. It is important to note that 
the limits introduced at that time also reflected a blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to 
the new system coming into operation, in order to broaden the base from which social hous-
ing tenants are drawn, both promoting sustainable communities and also providing a degree of 
future-proofing.

Given the cost to the State of providing social housing, it is considered prudent and fair to 
direct resources to those most in need of social housing support. The current income eligibility 
requirements generally achieve this, providing for a fair and equitable system of identifying 
those households facing the greatest challenge in meeting their accommodation needs from 
their own resources. 

However, as part of the broader social housing reform agenda, a review of income eligibility 
for social housing supports in each local authority area is under way. The review will also have 
regard to current initiatives being brought forward in terms of affordability and cost rental and 
will be completed when the impacts of these parallel initiatives have been considered.
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04/07/2019WRW05700Social and Affordable Housing Data

04/07/2019WRW05800464. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number and status of social housing projects in County Sligo as part of the Rebuild-
ing Ireland programme; the number of social homes delivered in the county since the beginning 
of the plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28869/19]

04/07/2019WRW05900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Data in relation to social housing delivery across all local authorities, for the period 2016 to 
end March 2019, are published on my Department’s website at the following link: https://www.
housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-housing-provision.

My Department also publishes status reports on a quarterly basis, of all social housing 
construction schemes for all local authority areas.  The most recent of these reports covers the 
period up to the end of March 2019, and contains information on the progress of over 20,300 
new social housing homes, which are currently approved and progressing through planning, 
design and construction, as well as homes delivered to end March 2019. 

The report shows that Sligo County Council, and the Approved Housing Bodies they are 
working with, have 13 social housing construction projects in construction, at planning, de-
sign or tender stage, or complete under Rebuilding Ireland, which are delivering 173 newly 
built social homes. The report is available on the Rebuilding Ireland website at the following 
link: http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-publishes-social-housing-construction-
status-report-for-q1-2019/.

National social housing delivery targets have been set under Rebuilding Ireland for the 
period to 2021. The 2019 build targets along with 2018-2021 overall social housing targets on 
a local authority basis, across all delivery streams under Rebuilding Ireland, are available on 
the Rebuilding Ireland website at the following link:  http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/social-
housing-targets-2019/.

04/07/2019WRX00200Planning Issues

04/07/2019WRX00300465. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of planning applications for houses, private flats and apartments which 
have been lodged and granted since the beginning of 2014. [28870/19]

04/07/2019WRX00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Planning statistics are compiled by each planning authority on an annual basis for collation 
and publication on my Department’s website, at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/
planning/statistics/planning-statistics-1

The statistics collected relate to the total numbers of:

- Invalid planning applications received,

- Applications received for outline permission and full permission,

- Decisions to grant/refuse permission,

- Decisions issued within the statutory eight-week period,

- Decisions deferred, and
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- Percentages for grants/refusals, decisions made within eight weeks and decisions deferred.

The statistics collected relate to the total number of applications and decisions for all devel-
opments that require planning permission, broken down by year and planning authority but are 
not broken down by development type.

The specific information requested in relation to the number of planning permissions grant-
ed for a particular development type is not collated or available within my Department’s statis-
tics. Individual local authorities may, however, compile information in this regard. 

In addition, the Central Statistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical office, compiles 
and makes available detailed data on a number of housing related issues including permissions 
granted.   Statistics are compiled by the CSO on the numbers of planning permissions granted 
by year and by quarter (including 2014-2019), which is broken down by type of construction, 
including dwellings, with the latest data being in respect of Quarter 1 2019. The statistics are 
available to view on the CSO website at the following link: https://www.cso.ie/en/statistics/
construction/planningpermissions/.

Furthermore, as committed to under Rebuilding Ireland, my Department has developed a 
monthly housing activity report, which provides monthly updates on a range of statistics.  This 
report is published on the Rebuilding Ireland website at http://rebuildingireland.ie/news-page/.  

04/07/2019WRX00500Housing Adaptation Grant Funding

04/07/2019WRX00600466. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if additional funding will be allocated to local authorities in respect of the housing adap-
tation grant for persons with a disability, housing for older persons scheme and mobility aids 
grant schemes; if the local authority funding requirement will be reduced; if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that there are substantial delays in having such applications approved; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [29010/19]

04/07/2019WRX00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The funding provided for the Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People and People with a 
Disability Scheme to support people living in private houses, has increased year on year since 
2014 and I have made a total of €71.25 million available nationally in 2019 for the schemes, 
which is an increase of some 8% on the 2018 funding.  

The approach each year is to issue a single full year allocation to each local authority, so 
they can plan and implement the grants programme. Over the course of the year, my Depart-
ment works closely with the local authorities to monitor spend and to achieve a full drawdown 
of the available funding. This means that if underspends arise on the part of some local authori-
ties, they can be redistributed to other authorities which have high levels of grant activity. 

Given that the level of exchequer commitment to these grants has been increased in recent 
years, I am keen that the full impact is achieved from these increases.  Accordingly, I do not 
propose to assign the increased exchequer funding to substitute for, or to reduce, the local au-
thority contribution.

04/07/2019WRX00800Departmental Offices

04/07/2019WRX00900467. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
availability of bike parking spaces and lockers in all buildings used by her Department; and if 
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she will make a statement on the matter. [28692/19]

04/07/2019WRX01000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): As the 
Deputy will be aware, staff of my Department are located in a range of locations across the 
country, a number of which are shared with other Government Departments and agencies.

In general, matters relating to the provision facilities in buildings occupied by staff of my 
Department, including the provision of bike racks and lockers, is the responsibility of the Office 
of the Public Works.   

I am advised that on occasions staff may request additional bike parking spaces or lockers 
and that such requests are always granted. 

For completeness, I should add that my Department operates a wellness programme and 
actively encourages staff to use exercise as a means to improve general health.    

04/07/2019WRX01100Ministerial Transport

04/07/2019WRX01200468. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
model of the car or cars used by her in the performance of her official duties; and if it is a diesel, 
petrol or electric engine. [28708/19]

04/07/2019WRX01300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): In ac-
cordance with arrangements agreed by Government in 2011, I use my personal car in the per-
formance of my official duties.  My personal car is a 10D Lexus with a diesel engine which was 
purchased, following the measures introduced by the last Fianna Fáil/Green coalition Govern-
ment.


