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  Questions Nos. 1 to 18, inclusive, answered orally.

  Questions Nos. 19 to 31, inclusive, resubmitted.

18/06/2019WRA00500Live Register Data

18/06/2019WRA0060032. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Taoiseach the fall in the number of persons on the live 
register in County Westmeath since January 2019. [23048/19]

18/06/2019WRA00700Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Seán Kyne): The Live 
Register is compiled from returns made for each local office to the Central Statistics Office by 
the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection (DEASP). 

It comprises of persons under 65 years of age in the following classes:

All claimants for Jobseekers’ Benefit (JB) excluding systematic short-time workers;

Applicants for Jobseekers’ Allowance excluding smallholders/farm assists and other self-
employed persons;

Other registrants including applicants for credited Social Welfare contributions but exclud-
ing those directly involved in an industrial dispute.

In January 2019 there were 4,964 persons on the Live Register for County Westmeath.

The most recent Live Register figures available for County Westmeath are for May 2019, 
when there were 4,747 persons on the Live Register. 

This resulted in a decrease in the Live Register figures for County Westmeath of 217 per-
sons (-4.4%) between January and May 2019. 

At State level in January 2019 there were 199,627 persons on the Live Register, while in 
May 2019 this had decreased by 9,760 (-4.9%) to 189,867.

18/06/2019WRA00800Employment Data

18/06/2019WRA0090033. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Taoiseach the latest employment figures; the break-
down of the figures in terms of those employed under banded hours categories A-B and A-D 
respectively; and if the inclusion of this criteria for future employment surveys will be consid-
ered. [22918/19]

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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18/06/2019WRA01000Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Seán Kyne): The exact 
information requested by the Deputy is not available. 

The Labour Force Survey (LFS) is the official source of estimates of employment in the 
State. 

The most recent figures available are for Q1 2019 when the number of persons aged 15 
years and over in employment was 2,301,900.

The survey does not currently collect information on contracted hours for persons in em-
ployment. Instead information is collected on the hours that respondents usually work per week 
and the actual hours that respondents worked in the reference week. Data on the number of per-
sons in employment classified by usual hours of work is published as part of the suite of tables 
in the quarterly release.

Information on contracted hours for persons in employment will be collected in the LFS as 
part of the new Integrated European & Social Statistics (IESS) Framework Regulation which 
will come into effect from January 2021.

The following table shows the number of persons aged 15 years and over in employment 
classified by usual hours worked (3<21 hours), Q1 2019.

Persons aged 15 years and over in employment classified by usual hours worked (3<21 
hours), Q1 2019

000s

All persons Q1 19
Hours usually worked 3&lt;11 hours(Band A-B) 71.6
Hours usually worked 3&lt;21 hours (Band A-D) 315.8
Source: Labour Force Survey (LFS), Central Statistics Office, Ireland.

Data may be subject to future revision.

Data may be subject to sampling or other survey errors, which are greater in respect of 
smaller values or estimates of change.

Reference period: Q1 January-March.

  Questions Nos. 34 to 44, inclusive, answered orally.

18/06/2019WRC00200Human Rights

18/06/2019WRC0030045. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade further to Parliamentary Question No. 132 of 21 May 2019, if officials have visited La 
Guajira, Colombia to date; if so, if they raised the issue of continued death threats; and if the 
ambassador was present. [25171/19]

18/06/2019WRC00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland 
is a committed supporter of human rights defenders, open civil society space and the protection 
and promotion of fundamental rights and freedoms. I am aware of the difficult situation that 
exists for human rights defenders in Colombia, and I entirely reject the use of threats, intimida-
tion and violence against those exercising and protecting their rights to freedom of expression 
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and assembly. 

As our new Embassy in Bogotá becomes fully operational, it is following the situation in La 
Guajira and continues to engage with human rights organisations and other relevant stakehold-
ers in the region. As I mentioned in my response to Deputy O’Sullivan’s previous question on 
this matter, Embassy officials intend to visit La Guajira in the near future and meet with human 
rights defenders and civil society groups. Planning for the visit is advancing and the Embassy 
has engaged with relevant stakeholders to assess the most suitable and constructive time and to 
ensure the necessary conditions for the visit to take place. We remain in close contact with the 
EU Delegation in Bogotá on this matter, which also continues to monitor developments in this 
region closely. 

While officials have not yet visited La Guajira, they have been following the situation in the 
region closely. Officials have met with representatives of the Cerrejón mine and have discussed 
the human rights issues that have been raised by civil society groups in the area. Officials have 
also discussed the situation with partner organisations in Colombia that are involved in moni-
toring human rights in the area.

The situation of human rights in the country is closely tied to the implementation of the 
peace agreement. Ireland supports the Colombian Government’s full implementation of these 
accords. We also aim to continue our financial support to the peace process and to deepen our 
lesson-sharing programmes, based on our experiences of peacebuilding and reconciliation on 
the island of Ireland.

I can assure the Deputy that officials in my Department in Dublin and at our Embassy in 
Bogotá will continue to  monitor the human rights situation in La Guajira and across Colombia. 
Ireland is committed to supporting Colombia in its transition to a stable, peaceful, post-conflict 
society.

18/06/2019WRC00500Dublin-Monaghan Bombings

18/06/2019WRC0060046. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of his input into the ongoing outstanding requests with the British Government re-
garding inquiries into the Dublin and Monaghan bombings; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20935/19]

18/06/2019WRC00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): 17 
May last marked the 45th anniversary of the appalling attacks of the Dublin and Monaghan 
bombings in which 33 people were murdered. The Minister for Justice and Equality, Charles 
Flanagan TD, represented the Government at the remembrance ceremony in Dublin. 

The Government stands in solidarity with all those who lost loved ones or were injured on 
that day, and who continue to suffer as a result of these bombings. 

The implementation of the All-Party Dáil motions relating to the Dublin and Monaghan 
bombings is a priority for the Government, as highlighted in the Programme for a Partnership 
Government.  The All-Party motion on the 1974 Dublin Monaghan bombings adopted by the 
Dáil on 25 May 2016 has, like those adopted in 2008 and 2011, been conveyed to the British 
Government.

These motions call on the British Government to allow access by an independent, interna-
tional judicial figure to all original documents relating to the Dublin and Monaghan bombings, 
as well as the Dublin bombings of 1972 and 1973, the bombing of Kay’s Tavern in Dundalk and 
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the murder of Seamus Ludlow.

The Government is committed to actively pursuing the implementation of these all-Party 
Dáil motions, and has consistently raised the issue with the British Government, including at 
the British-Irish Inter-Governmental Conference, most recently on 8 May last. I and Minister 
Flanagan made clear to our counterparts that the absence of a response from the British Gov-
ernment is of deep concern to the Government, and that there remains an urgent need for a 
response.

The Government will continue to engage with the British Government on this request, and 
pursue all possible avenues to achieve progress on this issue, consistent with the request made 
by this House and until a resolution is found. 

The Government will maintain a close and cooperative relationship with Justice for the For-
gotten, as we continue work to seek the full facts of the appalling events of 25 May 1974 and of 
other attacks in this jurisdiction during the Troubles.

  Question No. 47 answered with Question No. 44.

18/06/2019WRC00900Middle East Peace Process

18/06/2019WRC0100048. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will report on the latest efforts to achieve a full two-state resolution and permanent 
peace for Palestine and Israel; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24942/19]

18/06/2019WRC0110052. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
progress has been made since he held a meeting in Dublin in January 2019 to discuss the Israel-
Palestine conflict; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25177/19]

18/06/2019WRC01200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 48 and 52 together.

Since I was appointed as Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, the Israel-Palestine con-
flict, and the situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory has been a very high priority for me 
personally. I have visited Israel and Palestine three times over the last eighteen months, holding 
meetings with the key interlocutors in both places, including both President Abbas and Prime 
Minister Netanyahu. These visits and meetings have allowed me to raise Ireland’s priorities 
with pivotal decision makers.

At present, prospects for the resumption of negotiations centre on the peace plan being 
developed by the United States. I have engaged with the US Middle East team to encourage 
this initiative, and to highlight some of the key issues which it will have to address if it is to be 
successful in meeting the needs of both parties, and laying the foundations for a durable and 
sustainable peace. I have encouraged my EU colleagues to take a similar approach. The US ad-
ministration has taken a series of unilateral actions over the past year that have made bringing 
all interlocutors together for negotiations more difficult. Efforts towards peace are more likely 
to succeed when attention is paid to creating the right political context for fruitful cooperation. 
I have conveyed this view to both US and Israeli interlocutors.

Ireland has consistently taken action at both EU and UN levels to ensure that the interna-
tional community retains a focus on the Israel-Palestine issue. Our attention is focused both on 
specific issues and events in Gaza and the West Bank, and the broader objective of a resolution 
of the conflict and an end to the Israeli occupation, something which is essential for the long 
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term future of the Palestinian territory, and indeed also for Israel.

At EU level, issues relating to the Israel-Palestine conflict are regularly discussed at both 
Ministerial and official level, [most recently in a discussion with the Jordanian Foreign Minister 
at yesterday’s Foreign Affairs Council.] 

The same issues are also discussed regularly at UN level, at the General Assembly, the 
Security Council and the Human Rights Council. In December 2018, Ireland proposed a Reso-
lution at the UN General Assembly on a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle 
East. This resolution, which reaffirmed the long-standing and broadly agreed parameters for a 
two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, was adopted by an overwhelming majority 
of 156 UN states, including common EU support. At the most recent session of the UN Human 
Rights Council in March 2019, Ireland co-sponsored four draft resolutions pertaining to the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, which were adopted by vote.  

I held a meeting in Dublin in February to discuss the Middle East Peace Process with a small 
group of EU and Arab Foreign Ministers, and the Secretary General of the Arab League. At this 
meeting we considered how the EU, together with the international community, can produc-
tively engage and better use all the levers at our disposal, to influence the parties to the conflict, 
including private messaging on events as they develop.

I firmly believe that the best way forward would be the resumption of negotiations between 
the Israeli and Palestinian parties, to allow both sides to meet their aspirations and resolve their 
differences, moving on from grievances to a just outcome which meets the needs of both peo-
ples. However, the international community shares a responsibility to help to create a context 
for such negotiations.

The situation in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territory will remain high on my agenda 
and I am committed to do everything I can to make a positive contribution to support credible 
efforts to resume negotiations and to advance the Middle East Peace Process.

I will continue to press for strong EU engagement notwithstanding other problems in the 
region; to encourage and seek to influence the US initiative; and to explore practical ideas to 
improve conditions on the ground.

18/06/2019WRC01300EU Migration Crisis

18/06/2019WRC0140049. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the discussions he has had or plans to have with his European counterparts with regard 
to the increased criminalisation of sea rescues of migrants in the Mediterranean; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25228/19]

18/06/2019WRC0150066. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the UN Refugee Agency has indicated that the 
Mediterranean Sea will soon be a sea of blood due to a lack of NGO rescue ships and the con-
flict in Libya hastening departures at an alarming rate (details supplied); and if he will urgently 
speak to his European counterparts to review and reverse the policies of the EU before thou-
sands more drown in the Mediterranean. [25102/19]

18/06/2019WRC01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 49 and 66 together.

I am very concerned about the situation in the Mediterranean. Tackling the scourge of people 
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trafficking and saving lives at sea is a priority for Ireland and we have been active in operations 
to tackle people-trafficking in the Mediterranean since 2015, first through Operation Pontus, a 
bilateral agreement between Ireland and Italy. Since 2017 Ireland has been a full member of 
Operation Sophia. Since 2015, Irish naval vessels have rescued thousands of migrants in the 
Mediterranean.

At the March 2019 Foreign Affairs Council meeting called for a continuation of the full 
mandate of Operation Sophia to allow time for the outstanding issues around disembarkation to 
be addressed without disrupting the critical work of the Mission and its humanitarian aspects. 
Unfortunately, to my disappointment, it was not possible to get full agreement for this, but we 
did ensure that the Operation will continue and that its mandate will remain under review so as 
to be able to respond to any changing circumstances.

The Justice and Home Affairs Council (JHA) meeting this month addressed the challenges 
the EU is facing on migration and asylum and reiterated the importance of making greater prog-
ress on European-wide solutions. The Minister of State for Justice at the Department of Justice 
and Equality, Mr. David Stanton T.D., attended the meeting and welcomed the increased focus 
on the need to create more legal pathways into Europe and on working with countries of origin 
and transit to assist them in ways specific to their individual needs. 

Ireland also supports measures to address the root causes of irregular migration, through 
humanitarian and developmental programmes in developing countries. Indeed, Ireland’s pledge 
of €15 million for the EU’s Trust Fund for Africa is the third highest per capita contribution by 
an EU Member State. 

In addition, Ireland has provided humanitarian assistance in solidarity with other Member 
States on separate occasions by making pledges to take migrants who were rescued in the 
Mediterranean Sea and to process their applications for international protection. Earlier this 
month, we indicated that we will accept five people, from the group of one hundred migrants 
in imminent danger rescued by the Italian Navy Ship, the ‘Cigali Fulgosi’ 90 km off the coast 
of Lampedusa. This decision was taken as a gesture of solidarity and humanitarian assistance. 
France, Germany, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Portugal, Romania and Slovenia also all agreed to 
take a number of these rescued migrants.

Addressing  the migration crisis will ultimately require deeper political, economic and de-
velopment relationships between the EU and neighbouring countries, including many in Africa, 
that will form a basis for dealing with a variety of challenges on the basis of shared responsibil-
ity.

18/06/2019WRC01700Foreign Conflicts

18/06/2019WRC0180050. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views on the continued violence and humanitarian crisis in Yemen; the steps Ireland 
is taking at EU level to address the unethical sales of EU arms which has furthered the conflict; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25170/19]

18/06/2019WRC01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Four 
years of conflict in Yemen has caused the world’s largest humanitarian crisis, with almost 80% 
of the population in need of humanitarian assistance. 

Ireland and the EU fully support the efforts of UN Special Envoy Martin Griffiths to bring 
about a negotiated solution. The Stockholm Agreement of December 2018 remains our best 
hope for a political settlement. There was some positive progress last month with the unilateral 
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withdrawal of Houthis forces from the port of Hodeidah, but overall implementation of the 
Agreement has been slow.

UNSE Griffiths has thanked the EU for its support on getting the parties to the table and 
sustaining the political pressure, saying it would not have been possible to reach agreement in 
Stockholm without the EU.

Despite these few positive steps, recent months have seen continued violence. I take this 
opportunity to condemn the reckless Coalition air attacks which have claimed the lives of civil-
ians, including children, in recent months. I also condemn Houthi missile attack on Abha airport 
in south-west Saudi Arabia on 12 June, which injured scores of people. I call on all parties to 
comply fully with their obligations under international humanitarian law, including in relation 
to the protection of civilians and civilian infrastructure. 

Since 2012, Ireland has provided over €22 million in humanitarian assistance to Yemen, 
including a contribution of €5 million this year. 

Some, though not all, of the EU Member States which have arms industries have decided to 
halt arms exports to countries involved in the Yemen conflict. A full EU arms embargo would 
require an EU consensus, which does not currently exist. However, all EU Member States have 
signed and ratified the 2014 Arms Trade Treaty.  The Treaty exists to ensure that arms sales do 
not fuel conflicts, lead to serious violations of international human rights law, or allow arms to 
fall into the hands of non-state actors or terrorists. Ireland’s efforts are concentrated on ensuring 
the effective implementation of the Treaty.

Ireland will continue to do what we can to assist the humanitarian effort in Yemen, while 
supporting the efforts of the UN in working towards a political solution, as well as advocating 
for this in our bilateral contacts.

18/06/2019WRC02000Middle East Peace Process

18/06/2019WRC0210051. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
steps he will take to halt Israeli policies aimed at the de facto annexation of East Jerusalem; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25215/19]

18/06/2019WRC0220074. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to a report (details supplied); his views on whether the unilateral 
policies of Israel would exacerbate the conflict in and over Jerusalem and harm hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians in East Jerusalem; the steps he will take to object to the precedent for 
Israeli annexationist ambitions in the West Bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25214/19]

18/06/2019WRC02300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 51 and 74 together.

Annexation of territory by force is illegal under international law, including the UN Charter, 
and the position of Ireland and the EU is clear. This is a fundamental principle of the relation 
of States and the rule of law in the modern world. Annexation by Israel of occupied territory, 
including in East Jerusalem, has no legitimacy, and would not be recognised or accepted by 
Ireland or the international community more generally. 

Jerusalem is one of the permanent status issues which is to be settled in a final peace agree-
ment in the Middle East. Ireland and the EU stand by the internationally agreed parameters for 
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a negotiated peace agreement and continue to urge the Israeli Government to uphold its inter-
national legal obligations, including under the Fourth Geneva Convention, on the treatment of 
a civilian population. Annexation of that part of Jerusalem, which Palestinians rightly hope will 
eventually serve as the capital, would inevitably have a negative impact on the viability of the 
two-state solution and on the prospect of a just and lasting solution to the conflict.

Ireland has consistently taken action at both EU and UN levels to ensure that the interna-
tional community retains a focus on the Israel-Palestine issue. The situation in Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory remains high on my agenda and I am committed to do every-
thing I can to make a positive contribution to support credible efforts to resume negotiations 
and to advance the Middle East Peace Process. 

I am aware of the recent report to which the Deputy refers and am concerned by the issues 
raised in the findings. My Department, including our Missions in Ramallah and in Tel Aviv, fol-
low this matter carefully and report regularly on developments.   

Ireland continues to provide humanitarian assistance and to support specific development 
projects to improve the situation of Palestinians, including in East Jerusalem. For example, 
Ireland recently supported the preparation of a report on the status of Palestinian education in 
East Jerusalem, where the imposition of the Israeli curriculum on Palestinian communities is a 
deeply worrying development. Ireland also funds a number of NGOs that are active on human 
rights issues which arise in East Jerusalem. 

Ireland will continue to closely monitor the situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
including East Jerusalem and to convey our concerns in all relevant international fora and di-
rectly with the Israeli authorities. 

  Question No. 52 answered with Question No. 48.

18/06/2019WRC02500Foreign Policy

18/06/2019WRC0260053. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the contact he has had with the Chinese Government on the proposed extradition law being in-
troduced in Hong Kong; his views on the way in which this may damage democratic rule in the 
city; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25220/19]

18/06/2019WRC0270063. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the discussions he has had with the Chinese ambassador to Ireland and/or his counter-
parts across the EU in response to the recent anti-extradition protests in Hong Kong; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [25226/19]

18/06/2019WRC02800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 53 and 63 together.

I have addressed these concerns in the question put to me by my colleague Deputy Boyd 
Barrett earlier in this session.

As I stated previously, Ireland fully supports the right to assembly and freedom of expres-
sion. We encourage demonstrators to exercise their rights peacefully, as they did on Sunday 16 
June, and call for security forces to respond with restraint and respect for citizen’s rights. These 
sentiments were echoed in the statement made by High Representative Mogherini on the eve-
ning of 12 June, which Ireland fully supports. 
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While I have not had any direct contact with the Chinese government on this matter, the 
Consul General of Ireland in Hong Kong, along with the EU Office and other EU Member 
States has engaged directly with Hong Kong authorities on this matter. Our Embassy in Beijing, 
along with the Consulate General and officials in my Department, will continue to monitor the 
situation closely.

18/06/2019WRC02900Brexit Data

18/06/2019WRC0300054. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the volume of imports and exports likely to be disrupted by a disorderly Brexit on 31 October 
2019; and the projection of the likely effect of same on economic output and employment. 
[25218/19]

18/06/2019WRC03100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): In 
March 2019, the Department of Finance and the ESRI published a comprehensive assessment 
of the potential macroeconomic impact of Brexit on the Irish economy. 

This report shows that compared to a baseline in which there is no Brexit, the level of GDP 
in Ireland ten years after Brexit would be around 2.6 per cent lower in a ‘Deal’ scenario and 5.0 
per cent lower in a ‘Disorderly No-Deal’ scenario. This assessment shows that all Brexit sce-
narios will imply a slower pace of growth with negative consequences throughout the economy. 

The lower growth outlook would have implications for the labour market and Government 
finances. The negative impacts will be most keenly felt in those sectors with strong export ties 
to the UK market along with their suppliers. The impact will be particularly noticeable in the 
regions. 

The March 2019 Department of Finance and ESRI assessment referred to estimates of the 
impact of a no deal Brexit on import and export levels based on a range of other factors in-
cluding tariffs and non-tariff measures. Those estimates suggested that Irish exports would be 
reduced by 4.6% in a deal scenario and 8.3% in a disorderly no deal scenario after ten years. 
Imports would be reduced by 4.5% in a deal scenario and 8.2% in a disorderly no deal scenario 
after ten years. These estimates do not take account of mitigation measures taken  by the Gov-
ernment and the relevant business sectors.

However, the Government has already taken significant action to get Ireland Brexit ready. 
Since the UK referendum, all of our national Budgets have been framed to prepare for the chal-
lenge of Brexit with dedicated measures announced in Budgets 2017, 2018 and 2019. 

At the same time, we have prioritised mitigation measures by building up the resilience 
of the economy and the public finances, so that we have the capacity to deal with an adverse 
economic shock. We have set aside €1.5 billion in a Rainy Day Fund. We are supporting our 
companies to prepare for Brexit, to diversify their markets and supply chains, to develop new 
skills and to explore new opportunities. 

The Government will continue to work to strengthen the resilience of the economy, to maxi-
mise opportunities and to prepare our economy for the challenges of Brexit, including through 
the Ireland Connected Trade and Investment Strategy, the 10-year National Development Plan 
and Future Jobs Ireland 2019.

In that context, it is important to recall that work underway across Government and sectors 
is focused on mitigating  the worst impacts of Brexit, but that there will be  serious impacts 
across a range of sectors in Ireland in a no deal Brexit scenario.
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18/06/2019WRC03200UN Security Council

18/06/2019WRC0330055. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the status of Ireland’s bid for a seat on the UN Security Council; the amount spent on the 
bid to date; the estimated total spend; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24941/19]

18/06/2019WRC03400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
campaign to secure an elected seat for Ireland on the UN Security Council is a priority across 
the whole of Government. With less than twelve months remaining until the expected date of 
the election, all appropriate multilateral and bilateral engagements are being utilised by An Tao-
iseach; I, as Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade; Ministers across Government 
and by Ministers of State, to promote and discuss Ireland’s candidature.

Additionally, officials at my Department in Ireland, at the Permanent Representations of Ire-
land in New York and Geneva, and our Ambassadors and Envoys across our entire diplomatic 
network, have been actively promoting our candidature and seeking support.

In making our case to the 192 other Members States of the UN, we are highlighting our 
consistent record at the United Nations throughout more than six decades of active member-
ship. We have a strong record at the UN in the areas of peacekeeping, sustainable development, 
humanitarian action, disarmament and human rights. Our spirt of Empathy, Partnership and 
Independence, which are keynotes of our Security Council campaign, speak to our policy inter-
ests, our values and our history of positive engagement at the global level.

UN Member states have been made aware of our candidature, our commitment to multilat-
eralism and to the UN, and of the values we seek to bring to the work of the Council, if elected 
next year.

Campaign costs to date have been approximately €650,000 including the launch event at 
UNHQ in New York, promotional materials and campaign related travel and subsistence. Total 
spending by the end of the campaign will be dependent on a range of factors, particularly the 
number of lobbying visits and attendance at key international events undertaken over the next 
12 months.

18/06/2019WRC03500Foreign Conflicts

18/06/2019WRC0360056. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the position regarding the situation in Venezuela; the efforts being made by the EU and the in-
ternational community to bring stability to the country; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25179/19]

18/06/2019WRC0370061. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to a recent report which estimated that US sanctions imposed on 
Venezuela in August 2017 caused around 40,000 deaths in 2017 and 2018 (details supplied); 
his views on whether additional US sanctions in January 2019 will have exacerbated the ef-
fects of the sanctions; and the representations he has made or will make to the authorities in the 
United States of America with a view to bringing an end to punitive sanctions on the people of 
Venezuela. [24935/19]

18/06/2019WRC03800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 56 and 61 together.

The ongoing political, social, economic and humanitarian crisis in Venezuela continues to 
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have a devastating effect on the Venezuelan population, and an ever-growing impact on the 
wider region. The UN High Commissioner for Refugees and the International Organisation 
of Migration announced earlier this month that the number of Venezuelans who have left the 
country since 2015 has now reached over 4 million.

The needs of the Venezuelan people are acute. The UN Office for the Coordination of Hu-
manitarian Affairs estimates that 25% of the population, approximately 7 million people, are in 
need of humanitarian assistance. 

Ireland is fully supportive of the UN-coordinated response mechanism for humanitarian aid 
in the country, and of the €117 million in EU funding since 2018 for humanitarian assistance. 
The recent partial reopening of the border between Colombia and Venezuela has facilitated in-
creased humanitarian activity, and it is critical that humanitarian organisations have unimpeded 
access to effectively deliver and significantly scale up assistance. 

Ireland welcomes the talks process between the Maduro administration and the opposition, 
facilitated by Norway, that is currently ongoing in Oslo. Ireland, along with the EU, stands 
ready to support this process. 

It is important that all interlocutors are engaged in the search for a solution to this complex 
crisis. I am aware of US restrictive measures on a number of actors in Venezuela, and my De-
partment monitors developments in this area closely.  

I continue to believe that this crisis can only have a political, peaceful, democratic solution, 
excluding the use of force, through the holding of free, transparent and credible Presidential 
elections as soon as possible.

The EU continues to work towards this goal, and Ireland fully supports the EU’s Interna-
tional Contact Group’s dual aims of finding a negotiated electoral path and of enabling the 
urgent delivery of humanitarian assistance. The ICG continues to engage with relevant interna-
tional and regional actors, including the Lima Group, the US, CARICOM, Russia, China, Cuba, 
the Holy See and several multilateral organisations. A senior ICG meeting will take place in the 
coming weeks.

I further welcome the recent appointment by EU High Representative Mogherini of an 
EU Special Advisor for Venezuela, Mr Enrique Iglesias. Special Advisor Iglesias will be well 
placed to engage with relevant stakeholders in Venezuela, and with international and regional 
actors, in the search for a peaceful solution to the crisis.   

18/06/2019WRC03900International Agreements

18/06/2019WRC0400057. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the consequences arising for the State and companies here as a result of the withdrawal of the 
United States from the Iranian nuclear agreement; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [25223/19]

18/06/2019WRC04100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
decision of the United States to withdraw from the Iran nuclear agreement (JCPOA) is a matter 
of great regret. I have stated clearly on a number of occasions that the Iran nuclear agreement 
was a significant diplomatic achievement, that it was delivering as intended, and that, as veri-
fied by the International Atomic Energy Agency, Iran had implemented its commitments under 
the agreement. Ireland’s views on this have been clearly conveyed to the US Government on 
a number of occasions. We do share the US’s concerns about Iran’s activities in the region, in-
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cluding its ballistic missile programme, and poor human rights record, but believe that none of 
these issues can be better addressed without the JCPOA in place. 

While EU and UN sanctions were not reimposed following the US decision last year, US 
sanctions have deterred some EU trade with Iran. However, other EU partners have been more 
exposed than Ireland in this regard, as two of the most important sectors for Ireland, foodstuffs 
and pharmaceuticals/medical equipment, were never subject to sanctions. The fact that US 
financial sanctions had remained in place, even after the signing of the nuclear agreement, has 
meant that Irish banks have continued to be very cautious in handling payments originating in 
Iran. This had already been a significant factor inhibiting significant growth in trade with Iran. 
However, bilateral trade has increased since the implementation of the nuclear deal. 

The E-3 group (France, Germany and the UK) have established INSTEX, a special purpose 
vehicle designed to insulate financial transactions with Iran from the US financial system and 
US sanctions. Ireland fully supports the establishment of INSTEX, and while it is not yet in 
operation, I am hopeful that it will be able to deliver as intended. 

Ireland and the EU will continue to endeavour to ensure the effective implementation of the 
JCPOA and adherence to its commitments by all remaining parties. Ireland believes that there 
is no credible peaceful alternative to the JCPOA. 

 While Iran’s frustration with the impact on their economy of the US withdrawal from 
the nuclear agreement is understandable, I nevertheless deeply regret comments made by Iran 
last month indicating that it may not continue to adhere to the JCPOA. Ireland’s and the EU’s 
view is that all parties to the agreement should continue to implement their commitments. The 
Middle East is a safer region with the JCPOA in operation, and would be less safe without it.

18/06/2019WRC04200International Agreements

18/06/2019WRC0430058. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the response of Ireland to the enactment of Title III and IV of the US Helms-Burton Act by the 
US President, Donald Trump, in May 2019 which aims to internationally strengthen the appli-
cation of the blockade and economic sanctions against Cuba; his views on whether the enact-
ment of Title III and IV will affect the progression of the EU-Cuba Agreement; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24943/19]

18/06/2019WRC04400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland 
and our EU partners have been following developments on the Helms-Burton Act over the last 
number of months and the issue has been discussed on several occasions at the EU Council 
Working Party on Transatlantic Relations (COTRA), at which Ireland has been represented at 
official level.  It was also discussed at yesterday’s FAC.

Ireland’s reaction to the suspension of waivers remains in lockstep with that of our EU 
partners and we also echo the statement made by the High Representative of the European 
Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy on 2 May, which stated that “The EU considers 
the extra-territorial application of unilateral restrictive measures to be contrary to international 
law and will draw on all appropriate measures to address the effects of the Helms-Burton Act, 
including in relation to its WTO rights and through the use of the EU Blocking Statute.”

Fundamentally, Ireland believes that the US embargo on Cuba serves no constructive pur-
pose and that its lifting would facilitate an opening of Cuba’s economy to the benefit of its 
people. In addition, we are not persuaded that the continued embargo is contributing in a posi-
tive way to the democratic transition in Cuba. 
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Together with our EU partners, Ireland has also firmly and continuously opposed extraterri-
torial measures that seek to extend the US embargo against Cuba to third countries, as contrary 
to commonly accepted rules of international trade.

I do not believe that developments on the Helms-Burton act will adversely affect the EU-
Cuba Agreement. Last week, Minister of State McEntee was before the Oireachtas on this very 
issue to support the internal Irish legislative process which is required to enact the Agreement 
within the EU. It is my hope that this process in Ireland and the EU will be completed swiftly 
to allow for the important and timely Agreement to come into full effect, for the mutual benefit 
of EU and Cuban citizens.

18/06/2019WRC04500Foreign Policy

18/06/2019WRC0460059. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he, along with EU and his UN colleagues, continues to press for 
humanitarian assistance in the various conflict zones globally; if consideration continues to be 
given to the provision of safe or protective havens for civilian communities fleeing from war, 
genocide and terrorism; the extent to which peacekeeping interventions are being considered in 
the most sensitive war zones; if it possible through the aegis of EU or the UN to motivate the 
global community into treating refugees, whether political or economic, in a manner which is 
respectful of their status and dignity and in keeping with international human rights; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [25175/19]

18/06/2019WRC04700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
number and complexity of humanitarian crises globally has increased in recent years, with the 
UN estimating that over 140 million people are in need of urgent humanitarian assistance and 
protection.  Conflict is the most significant driver of this increased need. 

Ireland prioritises the provision of needs based, principled humanitarian aid to major hu-
manitarian crises such as Syria but also to ‘forgotten crises’ which receive less attention such 
as the Democratic Republic of Congo, the Central African Republic and Sudan. Over 90% of 
Ireland’s humanitarian funding in 2018 was directed in support of those affected by conflict.

Critical to maximising Ireland’s response is our strong and enduring commitment to ef-
fective multilateralism, particularly through our membership of the European Union and the 
United Nations.  Ireland is a strong contributor not just to decisions regarding the international 
humanitarian response to crises but also to efforts to prevent conflict and to resolve conflict.

Ireland has a deep partnership with the UN Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 
OCHA.  OCHA coordinates and leads coherent and effective international responses to humani-
tarian crises. Ireland is the current chair of the OCHA donor support group, which works with 
the Office the UN Humanitarian Coordinator to discuss OCHA’s strategy and priorities. 

Ireland is firmly committed to the protection of civilians and the need to uphold interna-
tional humanitarian law.  In international forums, Ireland consistently advocates for adherence 
to the humanitarian principles of humanity, neutrality, impartiality and independence, and calls 
on all parties – for example, those engaged in the Syria conflict – to fulfil their responsibility to 
protect civilians and to allow the safe passage of humanitarian assistance.  

Promoting international peace and security in regions of conflict is a core mission of the 
United Nations. By necessity, United Nations authorised interventions are required in the most 
sensitive war zones.
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Ireland has a long tradition of contributing to UN and EU peace-support missions, including 
in some of the world’s most complex and intractable conflicts.  Ireland has maintained a con-
tinuous presence in UN peace support operations since 1958, and has more than 570 personnel 
in United Nations mandated missions overseas.  The Government is committed to participation 
in peace-keeping operations as a tangible contribution to the development of global peace and 
security.  This commitment informs Ireland’s decision to seek election to a non-permanent seat 
on the UN Security Council for the period 2021-22.  If elected, membership of the Security 
Council would allow Ireland to play an important influencing role in the international response 
to the needs of the most vulnerable.

Ireland is a strong advocate for the needs of refugees. Ireland played a lead role in co-facil-
itating, with Jordan, the 2016 United Nations Summit to address large movements of refugees 
and migrants. The Declaration from this Summit paved the way for the development of a Global 
Compact for Refugees, and a Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration adopted 
by the United Nations in December 2018. 

Ireland also provides financial assistance to the UN’s Refugee Agency, UNHCR. In 2018, 
Ireland provided €13.2 Million to UNHCR’s global operations, which covered both core fund-
ing to the organisation, as well as specific crisis responses in Uganda, Tanzania, Ethiopia, Ban-
gladesh and Jordan. 

18/06/2019WRC04800Northern Ireland

18/06/2019WRC0490060. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the progress he has made in discussions with the British and Northern Ireland authorities in 
persuading them to implement the 2010 agreement and subsequent Stocktake report on seg-
regated prisoners in a prison (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24923/19]

18/06/2019WRC05000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
aware of the Deputy’s concerns about the accommodation situation for prisoners in Maghaberry 
Prison.   

Responsibility for Maghaberry rests with the Northern Ireland Prison Service, which is 
overseen by the Northern Ireland Department of Justice. 

The Stocktake of the 2010 agreement between the NI Prison Service and the prisoners in the 
separated regime at Maghaberry was published in November 2014. A number of recommenda-
tions were made then, to be implemented within a period of six months.   At the time, the Gov-
ernment’s view was that the full implementation of the Stocktake report offered an opportunity 
to create a conflict-free environment in the prison.  This view was conveyed to the relevant 
Northern Ireland Executive  Ministers and their officials at the time and we continue to present 
this view in our ongoing contacts.    

My officials at the Belfast Secretariat continue to engage with a range of parties to discuss, 
explore and encourage progress. Officials from the Belfast Secretariat have met with members 
of the panel reviewing education and training provision for separated prisoners in Maghaberry, 
and have also met the Governor of Maghaberry to discuss a range of issues. 

My officials also remain in contact with the Criminal Justice Inspectorate for Northern 
Ireland. Their November 2018 report on conditions in Maghaberry noted that health and educa-
tional provision is improving and that levels of disorder and violence have fallen considerably, 
and that efforts are being made to establish why outcomes for Catholic prisoners are poorer than 
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for the general prison population. 

The cooperation of the Northern Ireland Prison Service and the prisoners themselves is es-
sential to ensuring satisfactory outcomes in Maghaberry. I would encourage all with influence 
in this area to move forward in a constructive manner.  The restoration of the Executive and the 
appointment of a Minister for Justice would also be of great assistance in addressing the issues 
facing Northern Irish prisons. 

  Question No. 61 answered with Question No. 56.

18/06/2019WRC05200Overseas Development Aid

18/06/2019WRC0530062. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his 
plans to develop a roadmap to achieve the 0.7% ODA/GNI target; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [25178/19]

18/06/2019WRC05400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I refer 
to my response to Parliamentary Question 12 of 2 April 2019 which set out a possible path to 
reaching the 0.7% target by 2030.   

Allocations to ODA will be made annually as part of the normal budgetary process.

The Government is already making progress, having increased allocations to official devel-
opment assistance by 32% since 2014. Budget 2019 saw the highest increase in funding avail-
able in over a decade, with Irish ODA in 2019 forecast to reach almost €817 million, an increase 
of approximately €110 million and a 16% increase on the allocation announced in budget 2018. 
Further sustained, managed increments in ODA will be required to deliver the 0.7 commitment, 
taking into consideration the range of demands across Government and the capacity of the pub-
lic finances to meet them.  

The table sets out indicative allocations to ODA, based on current economic growth fore-
casts, which show a possible phased path to reaching the 0.7% target by 2030.   Allocations will 
of course be made annually as part of the normal budgetary process.

Year ODA  level  € Million Expected ODA / GNI %  Target 
2019 817 0.30% 
2023 1400 0.50% 
2025 1800 0.57% 
2027 2100 0.62% 
2030 2500 0.70% 
  Question No. 63 answered with Question No. 53.

18/06/2019WRC05600Northern Ireland

18/06/2019WRC0570064. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the progress made to date in the recent talks taking place in Northern Ireland to establish the 
executive there and enable the assembly to function; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24922/19]

18/06/2019WRC05800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
absence of vital institutions of the Good Friday Agreement is of grave concern for the Govern-
ment, as it is for the British Government. 
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On 26 April, the Taoiseach and the UK Prime Minister announced a new phase of political 
talks in Northern Ireland, involving the five main parties, together with the British and Irish 
Governments. The Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and I convened these talks in Belfast 
on 7 May.

There has been constructive engagement in the process and it is clear that the parties want 
to see the institutions of the Agreement operating again on a sustainable basis. There has been 
broad consensus on some issues, but also key issues are still to be resolved.

I, and the Secretary of State, believe that there is a genuine but narrow window of opportu-
nity to reach agreement in the period immediately ahead and that it is essential to continue and 
intensify talks to this end.

The Taoiseach and the Prime Minister, in their joint statement on 2 June, welcomed the con-
structive engagement in the process so far and underlined that it is imperative that the parties 
now move without delay to engaging substantively on the shape of a final agreement.

Accordingly, the two Governments supported an intensification of the talks over the last two 
weeks and there has been direct engagement on outstanding issues by the leaders of the five 
political parties. 

Secretary of State Bradley and I are continuing to engage intensively this week on behalf the 
two Governments in the talks, encouraging the party leaders to move towards a final agreement.

Ultimately, it will be for the parties to rise to the challenge of reaching this agreement. 

This will be difficult, but the two Governments believe that this can, and must, be achieved 
to get the devolved, power-sharing Assembly and Executive and the North South Ministerial 
Council functioning again. 

The Government will continue to do everything in its power, in accordance with its respon-
sibilities as a co-guarantor of the Good Friday Agreement, to secure the effective operation of 
all of its institutions.

18/06/2019WRD00200Rockall Island Ownership

18/06/2019WRD0030065. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the contact he has had with Scottish and British officials on the recent dispute relating to fishing 
rights around Rockall; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25224/19]

18/06/2019WRD00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): On 
31 May, Scottish Cabinet Secretary for Culture, Tourism and External Affairs, Fiona Hyslop, 
wrote to me to indicate that, subject to operational priorities, the Scottish Government intended 
to deploy vessels to the area one week after the date of the letter (i.e. from 7 June) and intended 
to take enforcement actions against any vessel, regardless of nationality, that it considered to be 
fishing illegally. I replied to this letter on 5 June, stating the position of the Irish Government 
and requesting that the Scottish Government reconsider its approach. I spoke with Cabinet Sec-
retary Hyslop on 6 June and, during the course of this conversation, she maintained the Scottish 
position. 

This is a complex situation. The difference of view between the Irish and Scottish Govern-
ments is based on a fundamental question of sovereignty over Rockall, on which Ireland and 
the UK disagree.
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I should make it clear that, as we do not accept that the UK enjoys sovereignty over Rock-
all, we do not accept that a territorial sea exists around Rockall, nor therefore that the Scottish 
Government is entitled to exclude Irish vessels from the seas around the rock. We understand 
that the UK takes a different view, but the approach taken by the Irish and British Governments 
to the definition of maritime boundaries in the past has been to accept that our views differ and 
to take no account of Rockall for practical purposes. 

We have built with Scotland a strong and positive relationship, to our mutual benefit, over 
many years.  I hope that we can use that close relationship to find a way to resolve these mat-
ters and to remove the threat of enforcement action against Irish vessels. Dialogue is continuing 
between the Irish and Scottish Governments and there have been close contacts at official level 
over the past week.  A process of intensified engagement has commenced, led by senior officials 
from both administrations.The Irish Government has consistently said this matter should be 
dealt with through diplomacy and agreement. We are hopeful that on this basis the latest dif-
ficulties can be de-escalated.

  Question No. 66 answered with Question No. 49.

18/06/2019WRD00600Foreign Conflicts

18/06/2019WRD0070067. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to recent events (details supplied) in Sudan; his views on violent 
attacks on peaceful protesters and reports of rape and sexual assaults; and if he has raised con-
demnation of these killings and attacks with the Sudanese Government. [25099/19]

18/06/2019WRD0080068. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade the conversations he has had with the Sudanese ambassador to Ireland in view of the 
recent events in Sudan that have seen hundreds killed and injured; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [25227/19]

18/06/2019WRD0090078. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has discussed the recent unrest in Sudan that has seen at least 100 killed and hun-
dreds more injured with his counterparts across the EU; the actions the EU plans to take; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [25225/19]

18/06/2019WRD0100081. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has discussed the recent events in Sudan with his counterparts in Europe. [25212/19]

18/06/2019WRD01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 67, 68, 78 and 81 together.

The recent political events and violence against protestors in Sudan follows over six months 
of demonstrations, triggered initially by spiralling costs of living. 

On 11 April, it was announced that President Omar al-Bashir had been removed from power 
and that a Transitional Military Council (TMC) had assumed control in Sudan.  The Transi-
tional Military Council announced its intention to govern for a two-year period after which 
there would be Presidential elections: in the meantime, Sudan’s Constitution was suspended, 
Parliament dissolved, and a three-month state of emergency was declared.

Demonstrators, while welcoming the removal of President al-Bashir, continued to demand a 
civilian-led Government.  On 15 May, following extensive negotiations, an agreement in prin-
ciple was announced for a three-year transition period. However, final agreement regarding a 
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civilian majority on a proposed 11-member Supreme Council was opposed by the Transitional 
Military Council, and negotiations stalled.   

Shortly after dawn on 3 June, heavily armed security forces surrounded demonstrators and 
shot indiscriminately with live bullets and teargas resulting in significant loss of life. The Rapid 
Support Forces (RSF), formed from the remnants of the Janjaweed militia and accused of com-
mitting war crimes in Darfur, with elements from police and national intelligence are believed 
to be responsible for these attacks. 

The same day, the TMC announced that it was cancelling all agreements with the opposition 
and that elections would be held within nine months. Demonstrators demand a longer period to 
guarantee fair elections.

That evening, EU High Representative Mogherini issued a statement declaring that there 
can be no justification for the use of force to disperse peaceful protests, and that the Transi-
tional Military Council is accountable for security and rule of law in the country. I also issued 
a statement strongly condemning the use of violence and excessive force against protestors.   It 
is imperative that all violations against protestors, including widespread reports of sexual and 
gender-based violence, are independently investigated and the perpetrators held accountable.

On 6 June, the African Union decided with immediate effect to suspend Sudan from par-
ticipation in all African Union activities until the effective establishment of a civilian-led tran-
sitional authority.  This followed sustained, but ultimately unsuccessful, engagement with the 
Transitional Military Council to encourage them to restore constitutional order. The African 
Union has demonstrated robust and principled leadership in responding to the crisis.

On Tuesday 11 June, the UN Security Council unanimously condemned the violence in 
Sudan and called on the Transitional Military Council and the opposition to work towards a 
solution to the crisis. The Council called for an immediate end to the violence against civilians 
and emphasised the importance of upholding human rights.

The EU Foreign Affairs Council met on 17 June and Ministers discussed how the EU can 
support the establishment of a credible political process in Sudan that will facilitate a peaceful 
transition to civilian-led transitional Government. An EU-28 statement issued following the 
meeting, which strongly condemned the recent violence against protestors including sexual and 
gender-based violence. It also expressed EU support for the African Union which has taken a 
principled and robust stance to the crisis.

My officials continue to actively monitor developments in Sudan, through the Embassy of 
Ireland in Nairobi, and through the European Union delegation in Khartoum. Senior officials 
from my Department also met with the Sudanese Ambassador to Ireland earlier this year to 
discuss the situation.   Ireland continues to respond to on-going humanitarian needs through the 
provision of humanitarian funding, with over €29 million provided through our UN, NGO and 
Red Cross partners since 2012.

18/06/2019WRD01200Human Rights Committees

18/06/2019WRD0130069. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the status of the implementation of the business and human rights policy; the regularity 
with which the committee has met; and the composition of the committee. [25172/19]

18/06/2019WRD01400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The es-
tablishment of the Business and Human Rights Implementation Group was a key commitment 
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of the National Plan on Business and Human Rights 2017-2020.  The Plan, which was launched 
in November 2017, gives effect to the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights 
and sets out a range of actions to progress the business and human rights agenda.

The Implementation Group, established in December 2018, is mandated to meet at least 
twice per year. I was pleased to be able to participate in the inaugural meeting of the Group on 
16 January 2019.  The Implementation Group went on to hold its first working meeting on 3 
April 2019 and is scheduled to meet again in October.

I am very grateful to have secured the agreement of Ms Breege O’Donoghue, formerly Pri-
mark’s Group Director of New Markets and Business Development, to chair the Implementa-
tion Group.  The Group which monitors the delivery of the actions identified in the Plan brings 
together representatives of the following 23 organisations:

- Amnesty International Ireland

- National Women’s Council of Ireland

- Trócaire

- Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission

- Irish Congress of Trade Unions

- University College Cork

- University College Dublin

- Trinity College Dublin

- National University of Ireland, Galway

- University of Limerick

- Chambers Ireland

- Enterprise Ireland

- Business in the Community Ireland

- IDA Ireland

- IBEC

- Irish Exporters Association

- Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation

- Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment

- Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection

- Department of Finance 

- Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

- Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government

- Department of Justice and Equality
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A second commitment of the National Plan was a comprehensive baseline assessment of the 
legislative and regulatory framework for business and human rights in Ireland. My Department 
commissioned independent consultants to carry out this research in 2018, the final report of 
which is available on the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade’s website.

At its meeting in April the Implementation Group considered the findings of the baseline 
assessment and the establishment of three sub-groups, each tasked with prioritising and deliver-
ing key actions under the three pillars of the UN Guiding Principles, namely, the state duty to 
protect, corporate responsibility to respect and access to remedy. The composition and chair of 
these sub-groups has been considered by the Implementation Group and it is expected that the 
sub-groups will be constituted and will meet before the next plenary meeting of the Group in 
October.

18/06/2019WRD01500Northern Ireland

18/06/2019WRD0160070. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he continues to maintain contact with the principle players involved 
in Brexit in the UK and Northern Ireland with a view to ensuring that the peace process con-
tinues to be honoured in the spirit and the letter and that access to the single market and the 
customs union for the island of Ireland remains fundamental; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25174/19]

18/06/2019WRD01700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Pro-
tecting Ireland’s interests in the context of the UK decision to leave the EU continues to be a 
priority for this Government.  The Taoiseach, my cabinet colleagues and I have taken every op-
portunity to engage with EU partners and with the UK to advance Ireland’s priorities, interests 
and concerns in this regard. 

I have repeatedly discussed the Government’s concerns around the impact of Brexit on 
Northern Ireland with my British counterparts and with political leaders in Northern Ireland. 
From the outset, I have highlighted the risks which Brexit poses for Northern Ireland and for 
the Good Friday Agreement. I have repeatedly stated that a no deal Brexit is in no one’s inter-
ests, least of all for the people of Northern Ireland. Over the course of the last several months, I 
have discussed our concerns with the UK Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt; Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland, Karen Bradley; and David Lidington, the UK Minister of the Cabinet Office. 
I can assure the Deputy that I will continue to raise these issues in my contacts with all relevant 
interlocutors in Britain, Northern Ireland, and at EU level.

The Government remains firmly convinced that the Withdrawal Agreement remains the 
only way to ensure an orderly UK withdrawal, in a manner that protects the Single Market and 
the hard-won gains of the Good Friday Agreement. The backstop is the only viable solution 
on the table that avoids physical infrastructure and related checks and controls, preserves the 
all-island economy and fully protects the Good Friday Agreement in all its parts, as well the 
integrity of the EU Single Market and Ireland’s place in it. 

There should be no illusions in the UK that a change in political circumstances will con-
vince the EU to make changes to the Withdrawal Agreement, including the backstop. It cannot 
be opened or renegotiated. The European Council has made this consistently clear. 

It is now more important than ever that all sides in the UK assume their responsibilities and 
ratify the Withdrawal Agreement, which provides much-needed legal certainty. 

Let me be clear, however, that the need to protect the Good Friday Agreement and the peace 
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process does not disappear in a no deal scenario. Together with our partners in the EU, we will 
continue to insist that the issue of the border and protecting the Good Friday Agreement will 
need to be resolved as a condition for opening wider negotiations on the EU’s future relation-
ship with the UK. 

In the case of a no deal scenario, we will continue to work with the Commission on the 
shared twin objectives of protecting the integrity of the single market and Ireland’s place in it, 
and avoiding a hard border on the island of Ireland.

Ireland is strongly committed to our EU membership, and to the Single Market, which 
remains central to the success of our open, competitive economy and has been the foundation 
for much of the economic and social progress we have made in recent decades. Whatever the 
outcome of the Brexit process, Ireland will remain in the EU with all the stability and certainty 
that membership brings.

18/06/2019WRD01800Foreign Policy

18/06/2019WRD0190071. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has discussed the recent events in Christchurch, New Zealand, with his counterparts 
in Europe. [16747/19]

18/06/2019WRD02000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
attacks on the Al Noor mosque and the Linwood Islamic Cultural Centre in Christchurch in 
March were horrifying, and have made a strong impact around the world. 

In the statement I issued condemning the attacks, I sent my sympathies and condolences to 
the families and friends of those injured and killed and I would like to do so again today. We 
must hope that the injured recover as quickly as possible. I also called Ambassador Burgess 
on the day the news broke, to personally express my condolences and to assure him that New 
Zealand had Ireland’s full support. 

Freedom of religious expression is a cornerstone of any functioning democracy and those 
rights must be guaranteed. Acts of violence and discrimination based on religion or belief must 
be challenged. The strong and consistent reaction from all political leaders in the EU as well 
as the reaction of the general public underlines our shared values in this area. This includes the 
tribute paid to the victims of the attack by High Representative/Vice President Mogherini at the 
Foreign Affairs Council on 18 March.

Our broader response to the events in Christchurch and the underlying causes of actions 
that challenge our values will continue to be the subject of discussion and agreement with my 
counterparts in the EU and with other like-minded countries. In this regard, the Taoiseach par-
ticipated in a summit meeting in Paris in May that was prompted by the attacks and which has 
produced the Christchurch Call to Action, which seeks improved responses from social media 
platforms to events like those that occurred in Christchurch.

We will of course continue to work with New Zealand, and with others in the international 
community, to promote and protect freedom of religious expression.

18/06/2019WRD02100UN Committees

18/06/2019WRD0220072. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to a recent report by the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Deten-



Questions - Written Answers

22

tion that called for the immediate release of persons (details supplied); if his attention has been 
further drawn to the fact that the UN report is a clear condemnation of a breach of fundamental 
human rights by Spain; and if he will raise the issue with his Spanish counterpart and urge the 
Spanish Government to abide by its conclusions and immediately free these political prisoners. 
[25101/19]

18/06/2019WRD02300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
aware of the recently released opinion of the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention to 
which the Deputy refers.  

 As judicial proceedings are on-going it would not be appropriate for me to comment further. 

It remains my view that the constitutional and political arrangements of Spain are matters 
that are best determined by its citizens and their public representatives.

18/06/2019WRD02400EU Issues

18/06/2019WRD0250073. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
status of efforts being made by Ireland and the EU to ensure that the rule of law, space for civic 
society and democracy is not further curtailed in Hungary; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25176/19]

18/06/2019WRD02600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Fun-
damental values and the rule of law are a shared EU interest and call for a common approach.  

Rule of law issues in Hungary have been discussed at the General Affairs Councils on a 
number of occasions since last Autumn. These discussions have involved the Commission, 
Hungary and other Member States. Ireland has actively participated in these discussions to 
highlight the importance of respect for the rule of law.

The European Commission has ongoing values-related infringements proceedings against 
Hungary regarding the NGO law and the Higher Education Law and its impact on the operation 
of the Central European University as well as in relation to asylum procedures.

Our concerns about the space for civil society are shared by many of our European partners 
and we have expressed these concerns at Council meetings.

These issues have also been discussed on a bilateral basis with Hungary, most recently be-
tween the Minister for European Affairs, Helen McEntee T.D and the Hungarian Minister of 
State for EU Policies and Coordination, Szabolcs Takács, in Dublin on 4 April last.

At the General Affairs Council meeting on 21 May, the Commission presented its Commu-
nication on further strengthening of the rule of law within the Union. With this Communication, 
the Commission launched a reflection process and set out possible avenues for future action. I 
look forward to the outcome of this reflection process and any recommendations that emerge 
from this process.

  Question No. 74 answered with Question No. 51.

18/06/2019WRD02800Diplomatic Representation

18/06/2019WRD0290075. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
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status of doubling Ireland’s global footprint by 2025; his plans for the opening of new embas-
sies, consulates and State agencies overseas particularly in the context of Brexit and the need 
for new markets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25180/19]

18/06/2019WRD03000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Since 
its launch a year ago my Department has been working closely with the Department of the Tao-
iseach and a range of other Government partners to ensure the effective delivery of the ambi-
tions set out in Global Ireland. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade will open at least 26 new diplomatic Missions 
over the life time of Global Ireland and will further strengthen the existing Mission network. 

In the past year new Embassies have opened in Wellington, Bogotá, Amman, Monrovia and 
Santiago de Chile, and new Consulates General in Vancouver, Mumbai and Cardiff. This brings 
to 88 the number of diplomatic Missions in the network. The expansion will continue this year 
to include new Consulates General in Los Angeles and Frankfurt. Embassies in Kyiv, Manila 
and Rabat will follow shortly thereafter.

Our new Missions are working to enhance Ireland’s international visibility; promote our 
prosperity, build new community and political contacts; protect and advance Ireland’s interests 
and values; and deliver on our commitments under Ireland’s new policy for International De-
velopment ‘A Better World’.

We have sought to deepen our engagement with the multilateral system with the launch last 
July of Ireland’s campaign for a seat on the United Nations Security Council. Officials from my 
Department both at home and abroad have been actively presenting Ireland’s case and seeking 
support among the other 192 UN Member States. This has provided Ireland with an invaluable 
opportunity to build relationships and contacts across the world, which will stand to us long 
after the campaign has ended. 

In October we obtained observer status at the Organisation of the Francophonie – an impor-
tant step in increasing our engagement with the French speaking world. 

More recently I launched a new strategy for the US and Canada and a White Paper on 
International Development Policy. Work is underway on strategies for Latin America and the 
Caribbean as well as the Asia Pacific Region. And a series of consultations are also underway 
for a new Diaspora policy. 

A critical component of the Global Ireland programme is identifying new opportunities to 
diversify our markets in a post-Brexit world. €8 million was allocated in budget 2019 to support 
the expansion of Ireland’s enterprise development network internationally. This investment will 
allow for a more targeted expansion of our State Agencies in both emerging and established 
international markets.  

In my Department planning is underway for Ireland’s participation at Expo 2020 in Dubai. 
Expo will showcase Ireland to a global audience, in a region with huge trade and investment 
potential and will support a ‘Team Ireland’ approach to promoting Ireland as a global partner 
for the development of new ideas and technologies, as well as an attractive location for business 
and investment. 

18/06/2019WRD03100Religious Persecution

18/06/2019WRD0320076. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
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the continuing steps he is undertaking to highlight and address the persecution of Christians 
worldwide with particular reference to the recent Easter bombings in Sri Lanka; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25216/19]

18/06/2019WRD03300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
heinous attacks which took place at various locations across Sri Lanka on Easter Sunday were 
an affront to humanity. At the time, I condemned them in the strongest possible terms as a viola-
tion of the freedom of religion and belief. 

Shortly after the attacks took place, the Taoiseach, wrote to his counterpart, Prime Minister 
Ranil Wickremasinghe, condemning those attacks and expressing condolences on behalf of the 
Government of Ireland to the victims. 

Beyond the abhorrent events in Sri Lanka, I again condemn all forms of persecution on the 
basis of religion or belief, irrespective of where they occur or who the victims are. Ireland is 
committed to promoting freedom of thought, conscience and religion, as well as the rights of 
persons belonging to religious minorities. This commitment to promoting freedom of religion 
and belief is reaffirmed in the Global Island: Ireland’s Foreign Policy for a Changing World. 

Ireland consistently raises the issues of intolerance and advocates for inclusive societies 
at the UN’s Human Rights Council, (HRC), during the Council’s Universal Periodic Review 
(UPR) of the human rights records of UN Member States and through the European Union. 

We are also members of the International Contact Group on Freedom of Religion or Belief, 
a cross-regional and informal network which aims to encourage information sharing and coop-
eration between governments to discuss joint advocacy strategies in the promotion and protec-
tion of Freedom of Religion or Belief internationally.

Ireland consistently supports EU-led resolutions on freedom of religion or belief, most re-
cently at the 40th session of the Human Rights Council in March 2019 and the 73rd Session of 
UN General Assembly in November 2018.

I can assure you that officials from my Department, including at the Embassy of Ireland in 
India, which is also accredited to Sri Lanka, will continue to monitor the situation.

18/06/2019WRD03400Passport Applications Data

18/06/2019WRD0350077. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the waiting times for passport express and online passport applications; and his views on the 
level of staffing and resources in the passport office. [25217/19]

18/06/2019WRD03600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Passport Service is currently in its peak season for passport demand with the vast majority of 
applications being received between February and August each year. 

At present, renewal applications received through the Online Passport Renewal Service are 
being processed within the target turnaround time of 10 working days plus postage time. A large 
proportion of applications submitted through this online channel are currently being processed 
in timeframes shorter than the target turnaround time. 

The current processing times for postal applications submitted through Passport Express de-
pend on the category of application. Renewal applications are currently being processed within 
the target turnaround time of 15 working days plus postage time. First-time applications and 
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applications from citizens who are applying to replace a lost, stolen or damaged passport are be-
ing processed within 24 working days plus postage time, 4 days outside of the target turnaround 
time of 20 working days.

The management of the overall demand for passports is continuously under review to ensure 
that adequate resources are in place to meet demand. A number of measures have been taken 
by the Passport Service to manage increases in demand including the recruitment of additional 
staff, the continuous implementation of technological and service improvements and the re-
organisation of production processes and administrative arrangements.

At the end of 2018, the Passport Service employed 363.2 Full Time Equivalent staff. This is 
an increase of over 40 staff since the same point in 2017. Already this year, over 90 additional 
Full Time Equivalent staff have taken up roles in the Passport Service. Targeted overtime has 
been sanctioned for both permanent and temporary staff when required. The Passport Service 
has received approval to recruit over 230 Temporary Clerical Officers (TCOs) in 2019 to as-
sist in processing passport applications and to deal with the queries from the general public. A 
dedicated Customer Service Hub has been established to deal with queries from the public and 
additional staff have been allocated.

The Passport Reform Programme continues to deliver major upgrades to the Passport Ser-
vice technology platforms and business processes as well as significant customer service im-
provements. The award winning Online Passport Renewal Service has been the most significant 
project launched under the Programme to date. The second phase of the Online Passport Re-
newal Service was rolled out in November 2018. The online facility now allows for the renewal 
of children’s passports and has expanded the cohort of adults eligible to renew online. The 
online service brings significant benefits to citizens with faster turnaround times and greater 
customer satisfaction. The online service has been instrumental in the management of overall 
passport operations and in allowing the Passport Service to allocate staff resources more ef-
ficiently to cope with unprecedented demand. Other projects that will advance in 2019 include 
the development of business process automation, document management systems and the roll 
out of mailing machines.

  Question No. 78 answered with Question No. 67.

18/06/2019WRD03800European Council Meetings

18/06/2019WRD0390079. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if the Russian missile system being located in Turkey was discussed at the most recent 
Foreign Affairs Council meeting; and his views on same. [25189/19]

18/06/2019WRD04000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Foreign Affairs Council met in Luxembourg yesterday (17 June) and the decision by Turkey to 
purchase a Russian anti-aircraft missile system was not on the agenda.

It is not our normal practice to comment on the defence procurement policies of third coun-
tries.

18/06/2019WRD04100Brexit Negotiations

18/06/2019WRD0420080. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
discussions he has had with his EU counterparts with regard to extending the Brexit deadline 
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beyond 31 October 2019. [25209/19]

18/06/2019WRD04300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): 
Throughout the Article 50 process, I, as well as officials from my Department, have had fre-
quent and ongoing contact with representatives from other EU27 Member States and the Com-
mission. In recent weeks, I met with my Dutch, Maltese and Swedish counterparts, and will 
hold further meetings with other EU colleagues throughout the summer. 

The European Council on 10 April agreed to extend the Article 50 process to 31 October, 
providing the UK with more time to ensure an orderly withdrawal. It also provided flexibility 
for the UK to leave before that date if Westminster ratifies the Withdrawal Agreement.

We remain firmly of the view that the best way to ensure an orderly withdrawal and fully 
protect the Good Friday Agreement is to ratify the Withdrawal Agreement.  It is vital that the 
UK, regardless of whoever the next Prime Minister is, uses the time up to 31 October to find 
an effective way forward. Responsibility for avoiding a no deal Brexit lies firmly with the UK.

 Any decision to request a further extension of the date for the UK’s departure from the  EU 
would be for the UK alone. For it to be granted would require the unanimous agreement of the 
European Council (Article 50).  Ireland would be open to such a request but the reasons for a 
possible extension and its  duration would be important. The EU would  also need to consider 
how its own institutions and processes would be affected by any extension.  Some Member 
States have expressed considerable doubts.

There has been no collective discussion of any possible extension.

  Question No. 81 answered with Question No. 67.

18/06/2019WRE00200Labour Market

18/06/2019WRE0030082. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Taoiseach the reason the figure for potential additional 
labour force in the labour force survey increased from 30,300 in the first quarter of 2017 to 
108,200 in the first quarter of 2019; and the employment status in addition to labour force status 
of these persons. [24842/19]

18/06/2019WRE00400Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Seán Kyne): The Labour 
Force Survey (LFS) is the official source of estimates of persons in employment, unemployed 
and not in the labour force (including the Potential Additional Labour Force) in the State. 

The Potential Additional Labour Force (PALF) is the sum of the two groups ‘persons seek-
ing work but not immediately available’ and ‘persons available for work but not seeking’. Per-
sons in the PALF are not part of the standard labour force, which encompasses only employed 
and unemployed people however, they have a stronger attachment to the labour market than 
other persons not in the labour force.

The LFS replaced the Quarterly National Household Survey (QNHS) in Q3 2017. This in-
volved changes to the questionnaire, the interview mode, the introduction of a new sample, data 
processing changes and other methodological enhancements. As a result, there were changes in 
the levels of some series from Q3 2017 onwards. 

The CSO adjusted the full QNHS series prior to Q3 2017 to enable comparability with the 
new LFS for some key indicators. Due to methodological constraints, only a limited number of 
indicators could be included in this process. Through extensive consultation with key users, the 
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CSO determined that economic status (ILO), region, occupation, economic sector and highest 
level of education completed would be included in this process.  

However, as the PALF was not included in the list of indicators used in this adjustment 
exercise, there is a break in the series before and after the introduction of the new survey in Q3 
2017. Consequently, the series before and after Q3 2017 are not comparable and caution should 
be exercised when examining annual and quarterly changes.

The table shows a breakdown of the number of persons aged 15 years and over in the PALF 
for the years 2017-2019 and the percentage change between 2017 and 2019.

Number of persons (ILO) aged 15 years and over in the Potential Additional Labour 
Force (PALF), Q1 2017, Q1 2018 and Q1 2019 - Change Q1 17-Q1 19

Q1 17 Q1 18 Q1 19 Change Q1 17- Q1 19
Not in labour force 1,454.2 1,470.3 1,480.2 26.0
Potential additional labour force 30.4 119.2 108.2 77.8
Seeking not immediately available 10.6 11.2 9.3 -1.3
of which: Actively seeking not available [4.7] [5.9] [5.8] [1.1]
Passive job-seekers [4.3] * * *
Job starting in less than 3 months not available/
Job starting in more than 3 months

* [4.6] * *

Available not seeking 19.8 108.1 98.9 79.1
of which: Discouraged workers 9.0 17.8 15.7 6.7
Others 10.8 90.2 83.2 72.4

Source: Labour Force Survey (LFS), Central Statistics Office, Ireland.

*  Estimates for numbers of persons or averages where there are less than 30 persons in a 
cell are not produced as estimates are too small to be considered reliable.

Parentheses [ ] indicate where there are 30-49 persons in a cell, estimates are considered to 
have a wider margin of error and should be treated with caution.

Data may be subject to future revision.

Data may be subject to sampling or other survey errors, which are greater in respect of 
smaller values or estimates of change.

Reference period: Q1 Jan-Mar

18/06/2019WRE00500Exports Data

18/06/2019WRE0060083. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Taoiseach the percentage of Irish firms that export 
to just one foreign market, according to the latest national and international data available. 
[24844/19]

18/06/2019WRE0070084. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Taoiseach the median number of export markets for 
Irish exporting firms, according to latest national and international data available. [24845/19]

18/06/2019WRE00800Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Seán Kyne): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 83 and 84 together.

The table shows the number of enterprises who exported goods in 2017 broken down by the 
number of partner trading countries. 
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The largest grouping is enterprises who exported to just one foreign market, this group made 
up 49% of all exporting enterprises in 2017. 

The median number of export markets is two.

Table A: Goods exporting enterprises 2017

Number of Trading Partner Countries Number of Enterprises % of Total Number of Enterprises
1 4,252 49
2 1,331 15
3-5 1,390 16
6-9 638 7
10-14 373 4
15-19 216 3
&gt;20 414 5
Total 8,614 100

18/06/2019WRE01000Citizens Assembly

18/06/2019WRE0110085. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach the terms of reference for the citi-
zens’ assembly on gender equality. [25416/19]

18/06/2019WRE01200The Taoiseach: The Government recently agreed that a Citizens’ Assembly be convened to 
bring forward proposals to advance gender equality that:

- challenge the remaining barriers, social norms and attitudes that facilitate gender discrimi-
nation towards girls and boys, women and men;

- in particular, seek to ensure women’s full and effective participation and equal opportuni-
ties for leadership at all levels of decision-making in the workplace, politics and public life;

- recognise the importance of early years parental care and seek to facilitate greater work-
life balance;

- examine the social responsibility of care and women and men’s co-responsibility for care, 
especially within the family;

and following on from that

prioritise the proposals, which may include policy, legislative or constitutional change, hav-
ing regard to the legal requirements and the costs versus the potential impact.

Following an establishment phase it is expected that the Assembly will be up and running 
by end October 2019 and will run for a maximum of six months.

As with the Convention on the Constitution and the previous Citizens’ Assembly, the estab-
lishment of the Assemblies will be the subject of a Resolution of each House of the Oireachtas 
and that the Assemblies will also report to both Houses of the Oireachtas.

18/06/2019WRE01300General Government Debt

18/06/2019WRE0140086. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Taoiseach the general Government debt for 2017 
and 2018; and the reason the general Government debt increased by €5 billion between 2017 
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and 2018, in tabular form. [25204/19]

18/06/2019WRE01500Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Seán Kyne): General 
Government Debt (GGD) is a measure of the total gross consolidated debt of the State compiled 
by the Central Statistics Office. It is the measure used for comparative purposes across the Eu-
ropean Union Member States. 

National Debt is the net debt incurred by the Exchequer after taking account of cash and 
other financial assets. The national debt is the principal component of general government debt. 
The latter measure also includes extra-budgetary funds, non-commercial state-sponsored bod-
ies and the debt of local authorities.

The developments in the General Government Debt forecast for the years 2019 to 2023, bro-
ken down into available components, were published in Table A5 of the Stability Programme 
Update  2019. The table is reproduced for the Deputy’s convenience.

€ billions, unless stated 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Opening general government debt 206.2 205.1 196.7 203.6 203.5
Exchequer borrowing requirement 2.1 -0.4 -0.6 0.2 -0.6
Change in Exchequer Deposits -2.5 -8.3 5.1 -1.2 1.3
Net lending of NCSSBs* -0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3
Net lending of local government 0.2 0.2 -0.1 -0.2 -0.3
Change in collateral held 0 0 0 0 0
Other -0.7 -0.1 2.3 0.8 1.8
Closing general government debt 205.1 196.7 203.6 203.5 206.0
General government debt to GDP ratio 61.1 55.8 55.4 53.2 51.6

*NCSSBs = Non-commercial semi-state bodies

18/06/2019WRE01600Rockall Island Ownership

18/06/2019WRE0170087. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his meeting with the 
First Minister of Scotland on 27 May 2019; the issues that were discussed; and the responses 
he gave. [24826/19]

18/06/2019WRE0180088. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he has spoken to the First Minister of 
Scotland regarding Rockall recently; and if he or his officials have spoken to or written to the 
Scottish or British Governments regarding same. [24827/19]

18/06/2019WRE01900The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 87 and 88 together.

I met with First Minister Sturgeon over a working lunch in Farmleigh on Monday 27 May 
when we considered how best to maintain and further develop the strong bilateral relations 
between Ireland and Scotland.

We also discussed recent latest political developments in the wake of the recent European 
Parliament and local elections as well as latest Brexit developments.   

We acknowledged the strength and importance of bilateral relations and had a productive 
discussion on how we might further develop these links. We also discussed issues on which 
there is scope for greater co-operation.

First Minister Sturgeon and I looked forward to working closely together in the coming 
months.  We are both committed to the work of the British Irish Council (BIC), a key institution 



Questions - Written Answers

30

of the Good Friday Agreement, and looked forward to meeting again at the next Summit of the 
Council, due to take place at the end of June.

Scottish First Minister Sturgeon did not raise Rockall at my recent meeting with her. It was 
subsequent to this meeting, that the Scottish Government indicated their intention to deploy 
fishery protection vessels to the area.

Discussions are ongoing at official level aimed at resolving this issue.

18/06/2019WRE02100Departmental Properties

18/06/2019WRE0220089. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach the amount of land purchased and 
leased, by size and amount expended, in the past five years to date; the location of same; the 
term of the lease and amount expended per year in cases in which land is leased. [25392/19]

18/06/2019WRE02300The Taoiseach: No land is owned, rented or leased by my Department or bodies under the 
aegis of my Department now or at any time in the past five years. 

18/06/2019WRE02400Departmental Properties

18/06/2019WRE0250090. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach the number of buildings and property 
purchased and leased and the amount expended in the past five years to date; the location of 
same; the term of the lease and the amount expended per year in cases in which properties are 
leased. [25409/19]

18/06/2019WRE02600The Taoiseach: No property is owned, rented or leased by my Department or bodies un-
der the aegis of my Department. The properties occupied by my Department and the National 
Economic and Social Development Office are provided and managed by the Office of Public 
Works. 

18/06/2019WRE02700Public Sector Pay

18/06/2019WRE0280091. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if he will ad-
dress reports (details supplied) on a delay publishing the report by the Public Sector Pay Com-
mission on pay in the Defence Forces by his officials; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24834/19]

18/06/2019WRE0290092. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence when he re-
ceived the Public Sector Pay Commission report on the Defence Forces; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24835/19]

18/06/2019WRE0300093. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if he has met 
his officials regarding the Public Sector Pay Commission report on pay in the Defence Forces; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24836/19]

18/06/2019WRE03100Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 91 to 93, inclusive, together.

In accordance with the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018-2020, the Government 
tasked the Public Service Pay Commission to conduct a comprehensive examination and anal-
ysis of underlying difficulties in recruitment and retention in those sectors and employment 
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streams identified in the Commission’s Report of May 2017. This includes the Defence Sector.

The Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform has indicated that he will be 
bringing the Report to Government shortly.  The Government will give due consideration to the 
findings and recommendations.

I have engaged with my officials regarding the report pending its approval by Government.

18/06/2019WRE03400Defence Forces Contracts

18/06/2019WRE0350094. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the contractual 
service and financial obligations on members of the Defence Forces, by category (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25199/19]

18/06/2019WRE03600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Defence Act 
and Defence Forces Regulations set out the conditions of service for enlisted personnel and 
commissioned officers of the Permanent Defence Force and the Reserve Defence Force.

The terms of enlistment for persons enlisted to the Permanent Defence Force after 1 January 
1994 are 5 years in the Permanent Defence Force and 7 years in the Reserve Defence Force.  

Defence Forces Regulations provide for the discharge by purchase of enlisted personnel of 
the PDF before completion of their terms of enlistment. The financial cost for discharge after 3 
months service for a line Private Grade 1 is €50. The financial cost for discharge by purchase 
of a line 3 star Private is €300. 

Commissioned officers receive their commissions from the President and this can be for a 
fixed period or unlimited (until an officer reaches the prescribed retirement age). The discharge 
by purchase arrangements do not apply to commissioned officers who must seek permission 
to retire if they wish to do so before the prescribed retirement age or before their commission 
expires.

Enlisted personnel or officers may undertake training or education which have specified 
undertakings. The nature of the undertaking varies across training and education courses and 
generally requires individuals who undertake such training or education to commit to a speci-
fied length of service or, if exiting the Defence Forces before this service is completed, pay a 
prescribed sum of money.

For example Air Corps Pilots, have a service undertaking of 12 years on completion of 
their Wings Course. The individual officer retains financial liability for early termination of the 
service undertaking (for voluntary retirement) and calculations are carried out on an individual 
basis.  

Cadets who are commissioned as officers, who go on to attend 3/4 year courses at third 
level, sign an undertaking based on the duration of the course they study. This also applies to 
Naval Service Cadet Courses. A service of 2 years is required for each academic year. There-
fore, a service obligation of 6 years is required for a course of study of 3 years duration. An 
officer signs a Generic Undertaking Form (GUF) upon commencing a third level course. This 
form contains the details of his/her contractual obligations, both service and costs. A GUF is 
unique to each officer and all GUF’s differ.

18/06/2019WRE03700Defence Forces Recruitment
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18/06/2019WRE0380095. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if the Defence 
Forces report into the standards of height for entry has been presented to him; if so, if he will 
publish same; if not, when the report will be finalised; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25304/19]

18/06/2019WRE03900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): A study group 
was convened by the Deputy Chief of Staff (Support) in September 2018 to review the stan-
dards of height for entry into the Defence Forces. The terms of reference provided for the group 
to assess and recommend changes to the current height standards.

The group contains representatives from all three services of the Defence Forces and in-
cludes medical personnel, personnel from training establishments and military HR. 

A new appointment to the position of Deputy Chief of Staff (Support) was made on 3rd 
April 2019. On taking up office, the Deputy Chief of Staff (Support) reviewed the original sub-
mission and tasked the Working Group to reconvene and address a number of matters.

The military authorities have informed me that this work will be completed by the end of 
July 2019. I look forward to receiving recommendations in due course.

18/06/2019WRE04000Defence Forces Properties

18/06/2019WRE0410096. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if he will ad-
dress a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25332/19]

18/06/2019WRE04200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The request to 
use military facilities for band practice has been considered. The Defence Forces have advised 
that the facility in question is used throughout the year for operational and training purposes.  
As a result, I regret that it is not possible to accede to this request on this occasion.

18/06/2019WRE04300Departmental Properties

18/06/2019WRE0440097. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the amount 
of land purchased and leased, by size and amount expended, in the past five years to date; the 
location of same; the term of the lease and amount expended per year in cases in which land is 
leased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25382/19]

18/06/2019WRE0450098. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number 
of buildings and property purchased and leased and the amount expended in the past five years 
to date; the location of same; the term of the lease and the amount expended per year in cases in 
which properties are leased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25399/19]

18/06/2019WRE04600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 97 and 98 together.

I am advised that the Department has not purchased any additional land or buildings for the 
period 2014 to date.

A total of €65,000 was expended on the leasing of land for use by the Defence Forces over 
the above period.  This expenditure was incurred in respect of the leasing of some 29 acres of 
land in Co. Meath at an annual cost of €13,000 and lease term of 21 years.
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In addition, Ground Rent is paid in respect of a number of properties, the details of which 
are shown in the following table.

 Location  Total Expenditure 2014 to date
 Cork  €563.02
 Donegal  €14.67
 Galway  €429.55
 Kilkenny  €785.85
 Wicklow  €206.33
 Overall expenditure €1,999.42 

18/06/2019WRE04800Defence Forces Reserve Strength

18/06/2019WRE0490099. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the num-
ber of persons, by gender, in both the Army Reserve and the Naval Service Reserve in each of 
the years from 2010 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25458/19]

18/06/2019WRE05000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The information 
sought by the Deputy is in the process of being collated and verified by the military authorities. 
I will pass on the details to the Deputy when they become available.

18/06/2019WRE05100Brexit Issues

18/06/2019WRE05200100. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if his attention has been drawn to the most recent expert report (details supplied) for the 
Northern Ireland Civil Service on the impact of a no-deal Brexit and its recommendation on 
seeking exemption from the WTO agreement; and if he has discussed this with his UK coun-
terpart. [25193/19]

18/06/2019WRE05300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
aware of the report commissioned by the Northern Ireland Civil Service to which the Deputy 
refers and which my officials are examining it in detail. 

The report makes clear that micro and small enterprises in Northern Ireland will be the most 
adversely affected in the event of a ‘no deal’ Brexit, with the agrifood sector especially vulner-
able. This scenario would also have the gravest consequences for cross border trade which is so 
significant to the Northern Ireland economy and thus for the all-island economy, the protection 
of which is a major priority for this Government.

This latest report’s findings are sobering and very much in line with other such reports and 
indeed with the letter from the Head of the Northern Ireland Civil Service to political parties 
there in April. Despite the considerable amount of mitigation work that has been undertaken to 
date across Departments in Northern Ireland, there are considerable and unavoidable risks to 
the local economy that cannot be mitigated. The report makes clear that there is limited room 
for manoeuvre for businesses and government in a no deal context. 

I have repeatedly discussed my concerns around the impact of Brexit on Northern Ireland 
with my British counterparts. I maintain frequent contact with UK Ministers. Over the course of 
the last several months, I have met with Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt; Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland, Karen Bradley; and David Lidington, the UK Minister of the Cabinet Office. 
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I can assure the Deputy that the imperative of avoiding a no deal scenario will continue to 
inform the Government’s approach. From the outset, I have highlighted the risks which Brexit 
poses for Northern Ireland and the Good Friday Agreement. I have repeatedly stated that a no 
deal Brexit is in no one’s interests, least of all for the people of Northern Ireland who will be 
most affected. 

The Government remains firmly convinced that the Withdrawal Agreement remains the 
only way to ensure an orderly UK withdrawal, in a manner that protects the Single Market and 
the hard-won gains of the Good Friday Agreement. The backstop is the only viable solution on 
the table that avoids physical infrastructure and related checks and controls, preserves the all-
island economy and fully protects the Good Friday Agreement, as well the integrity of the EU 
Single Market and Ireland’s place in it. 

There should be no illusions in the UK that a change in political circumstances will con-
vince the EU to make changes to the Withdrawal Agreement, including the backstop. It cannot 
be opened or renegotiated. The European Council has made this consistently clear. 

It is now more important than ever that all sides in the UK assume their responsibilities and 
ratify the Withdrawal Agreement, which provides much-needed legal certainty. 

Let me be clear, however, that the need to protect the Good Friday Agreement and the peace 
process does not disappear in a no deal scenario. We and the EU will insist that the issue of the 
border and protecting the Good Friday Agreement will need to be resolved as a condition for 
opening wider negotiations on the EU’s future relationship with the UK. 

In the case of a no deal scenario, we will continue to work with the Commission on the 
shared twin objectives of protecting the integrity of the single market and Ireland’s place in it, 
and avoiding a hard border on the island of Ireland.

18/06/2019WRE05400European Council Meetings

18/06/2019WRE05500101. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he spoke with his EU counterparts prior to the June European Council meeting regarding the 
need for an extension of the 31 October 2019 deadline for Brexit. [25598/19]

18/06/2019WRE05600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
European Council on 10 April agreed to extend that Article 50 process to 31 October, providing 
the UK with more time to ensure an orderly withdrawal. It also provided flexibility for the UK 
to leave before that date if Westminster ratifies the Withdrawal Agreement.

It would be for the UK alone to decide to request a further extension of the Article 50 pro-
cess. We expect that should the UK make a request, the EU27 would carefully consider it, taking 
into account the reasons for a possible extension and the proposed duration. The EU will also 
need to consider how its own institutions and processes would be affected by any extension. 

Throughout the Article 50 process, I, Minister of State McEntee, officials from my Depart-
ment and of course our Embassies, have had frequent and ongoing contact with representatives 
from other EU27 Member States and the Commission. In recent weeks, I met with my Dutch, 
Maltese and Swedish counterparts, and will hold further meetings with other EU colleagues in 
the period ahead. 

We remain firmly of the view that the only way to ensure an orderly withdrawal is to ratify 
the Withdrawal Agreement.  Responsibility for avoiding a no deal Brexit lies firmly with the 
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UK.

18/06/2019WRE05700Passport Applications

18/06/2019WRE05800102. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if the case of an adopted child (details supplied) in County Leitrim will be reviewed. 
[24937/19]

18/06/2019WRE05900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): All 
passport applications are subject to the provisions of the Passports Act 2008. The Act provides, 
among other things, that a person must be an Irish citizen before a passport can be issued to 
him/her. In order to meet this requirement, each person must demonstrate an entitlement to Irish 
citizenship by providing acceptable documentary evidence of this entitlement. 

Irish citizenship is governed by the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, 
which is under the auspices of the Department of Justice and Equality. Citizenship may be ob-
tained in a number of ways, including by birth, descent, naturalisation and adoption. Section 11 
of the 1956 Act provides for citizenship of adopted children. 

If a person, who is not already an Irish citizen, has been adopted by an Irish citizen, and 
that adoption was effected abroad, that person may be entitled to Irish citizenship subject to the 
adoption complying with the requirements for recognition under Irish law. In such instances, if 
the adoptive parent is an Irish citizen who was born abroad, it is not a requirement to have the 
adoptee to be registered on the Foreign Birth register.

The Passport Service will review any passport application submitted by a person adopted by 
an Irish citizen in accordance with the above provisions.  Additional supporting documentation, 
including the applicant’s inter-country adoption certificate, may be requested in support of the 
application. 

The Passport Service has made contact directly with the family in this case in order to ar-
range submission of the application.

18/06/2019WRF00200Departmental Expenditure

18/06/2019WRF00300103. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the amount spent by his Department on the recent visit by the President of the United 
States in June 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24969/19]

18/06/2019WRF00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
recent visit of the President of the United States of America and First Lady Melania Trump to 
Ireland served to support the promotion of Ireland’s interests in the US and also contributed to 
the development of our strong economic, political and cultural links with the US.  

Costs relating to the visit which will be charged to the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade are not yet finalised.  To date we have received invoices totalling €1,355.00 and these are 
currently being processed for payment.

 I will be happy to provide the Deputy with the final costs in due course.

18/06/2019WRF00500Brexit Issues
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18/06/2019WRF00600104. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if the concerns of and issues relating to young persons are being considered in the Brexit 
negotiations (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25096/19]

18/06/2019WRF00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
negotiations on the withdrawal of the UK from the European Union are concluded. On 25 
November 2018, the European Council endorsed the Withdrawal Agreement and approved the 
Political Declaration on the EU-UK future relationship. The Withdrawal Agreement was also 
agreed by the British Cabinet, although it has yet to be ratified in the UK. 

Throughout the negotiations there has been a strong understanding, and support, from our 
EU partners, of the need to address the unique circumstances on the island of Ireland. North-
South economic and social cooperation has benefitted people across the island, and supported 
the development of an all-island economy that has enhanced the prosperity of all, and under-
scored the peace process and the Good Friday Agreement. The Protocol on Ireland/Northern 
Ireland, which forms an integral part of the Withdrawal Agreement, therefore contains impor-
tant commitments and assurances in this regard, regarding the Good Friday Agreement, North-
South cooperation and citizens’ rights.

At the same time, in co-operation with our UK partners, we have worked to reaffirm the 
Common Travel Area arrangement between Ireland and the UK, and our shared commitment 
to protect the associated reciprocal rights and privileges it provides. These arrangements guar-
antee the rights of Irish and British citizens to live, work, study, and access healthcare, social 
security and public services in each other’s jurisdictions. The CTA is an important enabler of 
the cross-border freedoms central to the lives and livelihoods of the people of Northern Ireland 
and the border region.  This include young people who, no matter what the outcome to Brexit, 
will be able to move freely across the island to live, work or study.

Together with UK Cabinet Office Minister David Lidington, I signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding between Ireland and the United Kingdom on the Common Travel Area (CTA) 
and its associated reciprocal rights and privileges in London on 8 May, immediately prior to the 
meeting of the British-Irish Intergovernmental Conference.  

It remains our priority to achieve the closest possible relationship with the UK, post-Brexit. 
Issues of importance to young people will also be addressed as part of the negotiations on the 
future relationship between the UK and the EU. This is supported by the Political Declaration 
on the EU-UK future relationship, which establishes the framework for the negotiations on the 
future relationship between the EU and the UK, and makes clear the determination of both sides 
to achieve an ambitious, broad, deep and flexible partnership, including in the areas of youth, 
culture and education.

18/06/2019WRF00800Northern Ireland

18/06/2019WRF00900105. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has been provided with an update by his officials on the way in which the talks in 
Northern Ireland are progressing. [24048/19]

18/06/2019WRF01000108. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will report on the Good Friday Agreement institutions being re-established; and the 
active role that he and his officials are having on same. [17822/19]

18/06/2019WRF01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 105 and 108 together.
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The absence of vital institutions of the Good Friday Agreement is a matter of grave concern 
for the Government, as it is for the British Government. 

On 26 April, the Taoiseach and the UK Prime Minister announced a new phase of political 
talks in Northern Ireland, involving the five main parties, together with the British and Irish 
Governments. The Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and I convened these talks in Belfast 
on 7 May.

There has been constructive engagement in the process thus far and it is clear that the parties 
want to see the institutions of the agreement operating again on a sustainable basis. There has 
been broad consensus on some issues, but also key issues are still to be resolved.

I, and the Secretary of State, believe that there is a genuine but narrow window of opportu-
nity to reach agreement in the period immediately ahead and that it is essential to continue and 
intensify talks to this end.

The Taoiseach and the Prime Minister, in their joint statement on 2 June, welcomed the con-
structive engagement in the process so far and underlined that it is imperative that the parties 
now move without delay to engaging substantively on the shape of a final agreement.

Accordingly, the two Governments supported an intensification of the talks over the last two 
weeks and there has been direct engagement on outstanding issues by the leaders of the five 
political parties. 

Secretary of State Bradley and I are continuing to engage intensively this week on behalf the 
two Governments in the talks, encouraging the party leaders to move towards a final agreement.

Ultimately, it will be for the parties to rise to the challenge of reaching this agreement. This 
will be difficult, but the two Governments believe that this can, and must, be achieved to get 
the devolved, power-sharing Assembly and Executive and the North South Ministerial Council 
functioning again. 

The Government will continue to do everything in its power, in accordance with its respon-
sibilities as a co-guarantor of the Good Friday Agreement, to secure the effective operation of 
all of its institutions.

18/06/2019WRF01200European Council Meetings

18/06/2019WRF01300106. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if the war in Libya was discussed at the recent EU Foreign Affairs Council meeting in 
May 2019. [22672/19]

18/06/2019WRF01400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): At the 
Foreign Affairs Council on 13 May 2019, my EU counterparts and I had the opportunity to 
discuss recent developments in Libya, including the ongoing fighting around Tripoli, with the 
United Nations Special Representative for Libya, Ghassan Salamé. This conflict is endangering 
civilians, including vulnerable migrants and refugees, and disrupting efforts to find a political 
way forward for Libya. 

The EU called on the parties to the conflict in Libya to immediately implement a ceasefire 
and to engage with the UN to ensure a full and comprehensive cessation of hostilities.  We 
called on all parties to protect civilians, including migrants and refugees, by allowing and fa-
cilitating a safe, rapid and unimpeded delivery of humanitarian aid and services to all those 
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affected, and recalled that those breaching International Humanitarian Law must be held to ac-
count.  Finally, we recalled that there is no military solution to the crisis in Libya, and urged all 
parties to recommit to the UN-facilitated political dialogue, and to work towards a Libyan-led 
and Libyan-owned political solution through an inclusive political process.

EU diplomats regularly discuss the situation in Libya, taking stock of any opportunities to 
exert a positive influence on the situation, and to support political efforts to resolve the conflict. 
In recent EU discussions on Libya, Irish officials have highlighted the importance of guarantee-
ing the safety of refugees and migrants. 

18/06/2019WRF01500Dublin-Monaghan Bombings

18/06/2019WRF01600107. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has received a response from the British Government or his UK counterpart for in-
formation they might have on the Dublin-Monaghan bombings; and the progress on the matter 
following the recent meeting post the British-Irish Intergovernmental Conference. [22670/19]

18/06/2019WRF01700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): 17 
May last marked the 45th anniversary of the appalling attacks of the Dublin and Monaghan 
bombings in which 33 people were murdered.  The Minister for Justice and Equality, Deputy 
Charles Flanagan, represented the Government at the remembrance ceremony in Dublin. 

The Government stands in solidarity with all those who lost loved ones or were injured on 
that day, and who suffer still as a result of these bombings. 

The implementation of the All-Party Dáil motions relating to the Dublin and Monaghan 
bombings is a priority for the Government, as highlighted in the Programme for a Partnership 
Government.  The All-Party motion on the 1974 Dublin Monaghan bombings adopted by the 
Dáil on 25 May 2016 has, like those adopted in 2008 and 2011, been conveyed to the British 
Government.

These motions call on the British Government to allow access by an independent, interna-
tional judicial figure to all original documents relating to the Dublin and Monaghan bombings, 
as well as the Dublin bombings of 1972 and 1973, the bombing of Kay’s Tavern in Dundalk and 
the murder of Seamus Ludlow.

The Government is committed to actively pursuing the implementation of these all-Party 
Dáil motions, and has consistently raised the issue with the British Government, including at 
the British-Irish Inter-Governmental Conference, most recently on 8 May. 

I and Minister Flanagan made clear to our counterparts that the absence of a response from 
the British Government is of deep concern to the Government, and that there remains an urgent 
need for a response.  

The Government will continue to engage with the British Government on this request, and 
pursue all possible avenues to achieve progress on this issue, consistent with the request made 
by this House and until a resolution is found. 

The Government maintains a close and cooperative relationship with Justice for the Forgot-
ten, as we continue work to seek the full facts of the appalling events of 25 May 1974 and of 
other attacks in this jurisdiction during the Troubles.

  Question No. 108 answered with Question No. 105.



18 June 2019

39

18/06/2019WRF01900Departmental Properties

18/06/2019WRF02000109. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the amount of land purchased and leased by size and amount expended in the past five 
years to date; the location of same; the term of the lease and amount expended per year in cases 
in which land is leased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25386/19]

18/06/2019WRF02100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
Department does not purchase or lease any land in Ireland. Any properties or land occupied by 
the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in the State are leased and discharged by the Of-
fice of Public Works.

My Department manages property outside of the State.  These properties are Embassies, 
Consulates-General and official accommodation which provide a platform to promote Ireland’s 
political, economic and cultural interests and values, to provide services to our citizens, to de-
velop strategic stakeholder relationships and to represent Ireland in international organisations.

18/06/2019WRF02200Departmental Properties

18/06/2019WRF02300110. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the number of buildings and property purchased and leased and the amount expended in 
the past five years to date; the location of same; the term of the lease and the amount expended 
per year in cases in which properties are leased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25403/19]

18/06/2019WRF02400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
Department does not purchase or lease any buildings in Ireland. Any properties or land occu-
pied by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in the State are leased and discharged by 
the Office of Public Works. My Department manages property outside of the State. These prop-
erties are Embassies, Consulates-General and official accommodation which provide a platform 
to promote Ireland’s political, economic and cultural interests and values, to provide services 
to our citizens, to develop strategic stakeholder relationships and to represent Ireland in inter-
national organisations.

18/06/2019WRF02500Rockall Island Ownership

18/06/2019WRF02600111. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade the implications of the agreement reached between Ireland and the United Kingdom 
in 2013 regarding the setting of the boundaries of the exclusive economic zone; if the agreement 
of 2013 has possible implications for the present difficulties between Ireland and Scotland re-
garding fishing rights around Rockall; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25499/19]

18/06/2019WRF02700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
exclusive economic zone, or EEZ, is the body of water that stretches from 12 nautical miles 
offshore out to a distance of 200 miles. The seabed beneath the EEZ is the continental shelf.  

Largely due to efforts made by Ireland throughout the 1970s, international law is now clear 
that uninhabitable rocks such as Rockall have no entitlement to a continental shelf or an EEZ 
and so sovereignty over such a rock is irrelevant for the purposes of establishing boundaries 
between continental shelves and EEZs of neighbouring States.  Sovereignty, and whether such a 
rock has a 12-mile territorial sea, are separate issues that do not arise in establishing boundaries 
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between continental shelves and EEZs.

The issue of Rockall therefore did not arise in the 2013 Agreement as it was not relevant.  

The 2013 Agreement built on the 1988 Agreement between Ireland and the UK that had 
already established continental shelf boundaries and provides that those boundaries, slightly 
adjusted to ensure that no waters were lost to the high seas, shall also be the EEZ boundaries.  
This created a single maritime boundary between 12 and 200 miles in the water and on the 
seabed beneath.  

As you are aware, Ireland has never made any claims to Rockall nor have we recognised 
British claims to sovereignty over it.  Nothing in either Agreement altered that position or rep-
resented a departure from our long held view, nor does either Agreement have any implications 
for the present difficulties between Ireland and Scotland over fishing rights around Rockall.

As regards the situation following Brexit the Irish and EU position is, as set out in the March 
2018 European Council Guidelines for negotiations on the future relationship, that existing re-
ciprocal access to fishing waters and resources should be maintained.  The 2013 Agreement be-
tween Ireland and the UK is not relevant for access by EU vessels to UK waters in that context. 

The main purpose of the 2013 Agreement was to resolve jurisdictional uncertainty.  It ad-
dressed the situation of fishing vessels seeking to avoid inspection in Irish EEZ areas that over-
lapped with the UK-claimed areas.  Importantly, however, it also provides the legal certainty 
necessary for raising finance to develop renewable energy projects in the areas concerned and 
it resolved confusion over responsibility for dealing with marine pollution incidents in those 
areas.

18/06/2019WRF02800Passport Applications

18/06/2019WRF02900112. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the position regarding a person in circumstances (details supplied) who is seeking an Irish pass-
port; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25565/19]

18/06/2019WRF03000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): All 
passport applications are subject to the provisions of the Passports Act 2008.  The Act provides, 
among other things, that a person must be an Irish citizen before a passport can be issued to 
him/her. In order to meet this requirement, each person must demonstrate an entitlement to Irish 
citizenship by providing acceptable documentary evidence of this entitlement. 

Entitlement to Irish citizenship is determined by the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 
1956, as amended, under which Irish citizenship may be obtained by birth, by descent, or by 
naturalisation.

An individual born on the island of Ireland before 2005 is automatically an Irish citizen.  For 
individuals born outside of Ireland, they may claim citizenship if they had at least one parent 
who was born in the island of Ireland before 2005. 

Individuals born outside of Ireland can also claim citizenship through a parent who was not 
born in Ireland but was an Irish citizen at the time of the individual’s birth, or through a grand-
parent born in Ireland. Individuals who wish to claim citizenship through these means must 
have his/her birth entered on the Foreign Births Register (FBR). Citizenship commences after 
inclusion on the FBR. Further details regarding the process can be consulted at the Passport 
Service’s website.
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There are no provisions for the spouse or partner of an Irish citizen to acquire Irish citizen-
ship solely by virtue of marriage or civil partnership. Post nuptial citizenship was repealed 
with effect from 30 November 2005. There is no provision to apply for post nuptial citizenship 
retrospectively.

An individual may apply for Irish citizenship through naturalisation. Minimum residency 
terms must be satisfied before an individual is eligible for citizenship through naturalisation. 
The Department of Justice and Equality is responsible for citizenship matters, including appli-
cations for naturalisation.

18/06/2019WRF03100Brexit Staff

18/06/2019WRF03200113. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which staffing levels at each embassy throughout the EU and elsewhere are 
being increased due to the potential demand and extra responsibilities arising in the aftermath of 
Brexit and with a view to ensuring that the diplomatic footprint of Ireland is maximised in order 
to compete at all levels; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25574/19]

18/06/2019WRF03300114. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which staffing levels in the trade sector of embassies throughout Europe are 
being increased to meet the likely challenges in the aftermath of Brexit in view of the need to 
ensure that every opportunity is availed of to expand trade and establish new markets; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [25575/19]

18/06/2019WRF03400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 113 and 114 together.

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and its Missions overseas are active in our 
response to Brexit, and staffing levels have been augmented in response.

As Brexit looms closer, ‘Global Ireland 2025’ will support efforts to grow and diversify 
export markets, inward investment and tourism. It will ensure that Ireland is better positioned 
to build the alliances necessary to advance its interests and defend its positions in a post-Brexit 
EU, while also helping to secure our deep and positive relationship with the UK and its con-
stituent parts into the future.

My Department is in the process of significant expansion. We are recruiting actively at 
Headquarters and continue to strengthen our teams in EU Member States, assigning additional 
personnel in key posts abroad including Brussels, Madrid, Rome, Warsaw and others.

In addition, in the past year new Embassies have opened in Wellington, Bogotá, Amman, 
Monrovia and Santiago de Chile, and new Consulates General in Vancouver, Mumbai, and 
Cardiff. This brings to 88 the number of diplomatic Missions in the network. The expansion 
will continue this year with new Consulates General in Los Angeles and Frankfurt. Embassies 
in Kyiv, Manila and Rabat will follow shortly thereafter.

These new Missions are working to enhance Ireland’s international visibility; promote our 
prosperity by developing high level business, community and political contacts; protect and ad-
vance Ireland’s interests and values in Europe; and deliver on our commitments under Ireland’s 
new policy for International Development ‘A Better World’.

Our network of locally hired Commercial Officers is designed to bolster the capacity of our 
Mission network in selected locations to support economic promotion under the Department’s 
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‘Prosperity’ high level goal, and improve our capacity to support market diversification.

Working closely with the economic State Agencies and the Trade Division of my Depart-
ment, the posts have facilitated trade promotion in such areas as market access, visibility, con-
tact and information, market intelligence, and support to businesses, and have enabled the Mis-
sions to advance their economic goals.

Significant funds have been allocated for Brexit-related expenditure in DFAT in 2019 which 
includes investment in the Global Ireland initiative. The allocation allows further expansion 
and deepening of our whole of Government Brexit preparedness planning. Funding has been 
earmarked for the Passport Service, and to support essential reconciliation work being carried 
out by civil society in Northern Ireland and across the island of Ireland, and North-South co-
operation.

The Passport Service continues to see rising demand for passports, and I have strengthened 
the capacity of the office by recruiting additional permanent and temporary staff over the past 
twelve months to respond to the general increase in passport applications, including over 200 
Temporary Clerical Officers assigned to the processing of applications.

These measures remain under review. The Department will allocate additional staff resourc-
es as deemed necessary to further augment our level of support across Government and across 
our network.

18/06/2019WRF03600Brexit Issues

18/06/2019WRF03700115. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which the situation in the aftermath of Brexit can be best contained to 
achieve maximum benefit from an Irish perspective on the island of Ireland, north and south; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25576/19]

18/06/2019WRF03800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Exten-
sive Brexit preparedness and contingency planning has been undertaken across Government.  
In particular, since December 2018, planning for a no deal Brexit has been prioritised.  Address-
ing the challenges of a no deal Brexit would require responses at an EU level, by Government, 
and by businesses and affected sectors.  

Throughout the Brexit process, Ireland and the EU have been at one in our determination to 
do all we can, deal or no deal, to protect the peace process and to avoid a hard border. The Pro-
tocol on Ireland and Northern Ireland which was agreed as part of the Withdrawal Agreement 
underpins, in a dynamic way, continuing North-South cooperation and the all-island economy 
as well as recognising the Common Travel Area. 

On 8 May the Irish and British governments entered into a Memorandum of Understanding 
reaffirming our joint commitment to the Common Travel Area, and to maintaining this long-
standing reciprocal arrangement under which Irish and British citizens can live, work, study, 
and access healthcare, social security and public services in each other’s jurisdictions. 

In general, managing a no deal Brexit would be an exercise in damage limitation, and with-
out a Withdrawal Agreement, avoiding a hard border would become more complex and chal-
lenging.   It would not be possible in such a scenario to maintain the current seamless arrange-
ments between the EU and UK across a range of sectors, at the moment facilitated by our 
common EU membership.
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18/06/2019WRF03900EU Issues

18/06/2019WRF04000116. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which positive steps continue to be taken to influence the future of Europe; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25577/19]

18/06/2019WRF04100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): At the 
informal summit in Sibiu, Heads of State and Government discussed priorities for the next five 
years, with a view to adopting a new Strategic Agenda at the European Council on 20-21 June 
to guide the work of the Institutions. 

In late 2017 the Minister of State for European Affairs and I joined the Taoiseach in launch-
ing a citizens’ dialogue on the future of Europe.  There was extensive engagement across the 
country last year and a narrative report on the citizens’ dialogue process was published in Oc-
tober.

On foot of this report, my Department, together with the Department of the Taoiseach, held 
consultations with Departments across Government earlier this year. Following these discus-
sions, Ireland’s National Statement on the European Union was approved by the Cabinet in 
April.  The National Statement is Ireland’s contribution to the new Strategic Agenda.  It has 
been laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas and was the subject of statements in Dáil Eireann 
just before the Easter recess.

We continue to engage actively with Member States and with the EU Institutions to contrib-
ute to the strategic agenda to guide the priorities of the EU for the coming five years.

18/06/2019WRF04200Irish Aid

18/06/2019WRF04300117. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which Irish aid continues to find its intended target in the various trouble 
spots globally with particular reference to ensuring maximum beneficial effect; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25578/19]

18/06/2019WRF04400Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): Ireland’s new development policy, A Better World, sets out the clear commitment of 
the Government to reach the furthest behind first. 

One of the core aspects of this policy is reducing humanitarian need, focused on providing 
vital humanitarian assistance to those in greatest need around the world. A recent study by the 
ODI, a leading development think-tank, highlighted Ireland as the most effective international 
donor in directing resources to those in greatest need. 

Ireland works with a variety of partners in order to reach those in greatest humanitarian 
need around the world. We are committed to the multilateral system, and are one of the top ten 
donors to the UN’s Central Emergency Response Fund - a global fund which ensures a rapid, 
coordinated response to the most significant global crises. We engage closely with the UN’s Of-
fice of the Coordinator for Humanitarian Assistance, and are currently chair of OCHA’s Donor 
Support Group. 

Ireland strongly supports the Red Cross Movement, and in 2018 concluded a three year 
MOU to provide core, unearmarked funding to the ICRC. This will allow the ICRC to conduct 
vital work in some of the most difficult and protracted crises around the world. In June Ireland 
became co-chair of ICRC’s donor support group (a role shared with the ICRC itself) for a one 
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year term. 

Ireland also delivers humanitarian assistance through our NGO partners through the Hu-
manitarian Programme Plan (HPP). Under this Plan, Ireland provides multi-annual funding to 
support partners’ responses in protracted and predictable crises.

18/06/2019WRF04500Trade Promotion

18/06/2019WRF04600118. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which new consulates, trade missions and or embassies continue to vig-
orously pursue trade with other jurisdictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25579/19]

18/06/2019WRF04700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade’s Embassies and Consulates play a central role in ad-
vancing Ireland’s international trade as part of Team Ireland overseas. Embassies and Consul-
ates around the world provide vital support for Ireland’s state enterprise agencies, including by 
supporting their strategic objectives and activities in overseas markets. The role of the Embassy 
in supporting Ireland’s trade objectives is particularly pertinent in markets with limited or no 
state agency presence. 

Officers of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade across the Embassy network con-
tinuously engage in economic and public diplomacy, to advance Ireland’s prosperity and raise 
awareness of Ireland as a great place to live, study, work, visit and do business.    

The Department’s officers overseas engage with host country Governments and multilateral 
institutions on a range of trade-related issues, including market access, regulatory compliance, 
visas, phyto-sanitary issues, and Double Taxation Agreements.   

The Embassy network also supports Irish businesses in market, by providing contacts and 
information, organising Ministerial visits overseas and supporting trade missions, in partner-
ship with the state agencies. 

In June 2018, the Government launched the Global Ireland initiative, which aims to double 
the impact of Ireland’s global footprint by 2025. Global Ireland  ’s targets include enhanced 
global engagement, the expansion of Ireland’s Embassy network and strengthening of Ireland’s 
state agency presence overseas.  Each of these measures will increase Ireland’s international 
visibility, facilitate market diversification and intensification, and deepen bilateral relations in 
support of the Government’s economic and political objectives, including in the context of 
Brexit.

As part of Global Ireland, Ireland has recently opened Embassies in Wellington, Bogota, 
Santiago and Amman, as well as Consulates in Vancouver, Mumbai and Cardiff. Consulates 
are due to open later this year in Frankfurt and LA. In 2020, new Embassies will open in Kyiv, 
Manila and Rabat. The Irish Aid office in Monrovia has been upgraded to an Embassy. 

These locations have been chosen based on a range of factors, including their potential to 
diversify our markets, to grow trade and investment with Ireland, and to enable Irish companies 
to better take advantage of new opportunities. 

18/06/2019WRF04800International Terrorism
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18/06/2019WRF04900119. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which the EU and UN remain alert to the threat of Al-Shabaab and Boko 
Haram; the extent of the success of the international community in this regard over recent years; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25580/19]

18/06/2019WRF05000Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): I remain deeply concerned by the threat to peace and security represented by armed 
groups such as Boko Haram and Al-Shabaab. The Government consistently condemns their 
brutal attacks on civilian populations, and particularly the targeting of women and girls.  Com-
munities across Nigeria, Niger, Chad and Cameroon live fearing that they will be Boko Haram’s 
next targets, people in Somalia, Kenya and the wider east Africa region remain terrorised by 
Al-Shabaab.

Earlier this year the UN Security Council was briefed on joint efforts by Chad, Camer-
oon, Niger and Nigeria which have resulted in considerable progress in the fight against Boko 
Haram, including the liberation of hostages as well as territorial gains.  However, the group has 
stepped up the use of women and girls as suicide bombings.  The EU has pledged €50 million in 
support of the Multinational Joint Taskforce which promotes regional security in West African 
territories affected by Boko Haram.

Ireland is working with partners to implement a comprehensive approach that addresses the 
root causes of radicalisation and violence in both regions. The EU is engaged through political 
dialogue and through development and humanitarian assistance.  Additionally, there are a num-
ber of EU Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) missions in East Africa, including 
EUCAP Somalia, EUNAVFOR Operation Atalanta and EUTM Somalia. 

The former Director of the Irish Coast Guard deployed in January of this year to Mogadishu 
to take up the position of Deputy Head of Mission at EUCAP Somalia.  Ireland’s participation 
in these CSDP Missions allows us to contribute to international peace and security, to protect 
human rights, and to support conditions for sustainable development.

To assist the efforts against Al-Shabaan, the EU actively supports training and capacity 
building for maritime law enforcement, and provides considerable support to the UN-mandated 
AMISOM, the African Union-led peacekeeping mission in Somalia. Through a wide variety of 
programmes and partnerships, the EU also supports the strengthening of Somalia’s Government 
institutions. 

Ireland works bilaterally, as an EU Member State, and with UN partners to promote peace 
and security in areas affected by armed groups. The Embassies of Ireland in Nairobi and Abuja 
actively monitor the situation on the ground, advise on humanitarian response and guide Ire-
land’s engagement in EU and UN forums on these matters. 

In addition, Ireland works with partners on our collective humanitarian response. In 2018, 
Ireland provided €5.5 million in humanitarian support to the Somalia and €4.8 million to the 
Lake Chad region. As well as this direct bilateral aid, Ireland has also contributed significantly 
to humanitarian support through the multilateral system and via the EU. The European Union 
last year provided almost €89 million to Somalia and €90 million to the Lake Chad region. 
Ireland is the 7th largest donor to the UN’s Central Emergency Response Fund, which last year 
allocated €15 million to Somalia and €43 million to the Lake Chad region. With humanitarian 
needs likely to remain acute throughout 2019, Irish funding will continue to target those most 
in need.

18/06/2019WRF05100International Relations
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18/06/2019WRF05200120. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the degree to which the international community remains focused on the various flash-
points globally that are affected by war, starvation, ethnic cleansing and genocide; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25581/19]

18/06/2019WRF05300Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The number and complexity of humanitarian crises globally has increased in recent 
years, with the UN estimating that over 140 million people are in need of urgent humanitarian 
assistance and protection.  Conflict is the most significant driver of this increased need. 

Ireland prioritises the provision of needs based, principled humanitarian aid to high profile 
humanitarian crises such as Syria but also to “forgotten crises” which receive less attention such 
as the Democratic Republic of Congo, the Central African Republic and Sudan. Over 90% of 
Ireland’s humanitarian funding in 2018 was directed in support of those affected by conflict.

Critical to maximising Ireland’s response is our strong and enduring commitment to ef-
fective multilateralism, particularly through our membership of the European Union and the 
United Nations.  Ireland is a strong contributor not just to decisions regarding the international 
humanitarian response to crises but also to efforts to prevent conflict and to resolve conflict.

Ireland has a long tradition of contributing to UN and EU peace-support missions, including 
in some of the world’s most complex and intractable conflicts.  Ireland has maintained a con-
tinuous presence in UN peace support operations since 1958, and has more than 570 personnel 
in United Nations mandated missions overseas.  The Government is committed to participation 
in peace-keeping operations as a tangible contribution to the development of global peace and 
security.  This commitment informs Ireland’s decision to seek election to a non-permanent seat 
on the UN Security Council for the period 2021-22.  If elected, membership of the Security 
Council would allow Ireland to play an important influencing role in the international response 
to the needs of the most vulnerable.

18/06/2019WRF05400International Relations

18/06/2019WRF05500121. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which international efforts to address issues in the Horn of Africa continue; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25582/19]

18/06/2019WRF05600Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The Horn of Africa is currently experiencing a period of tremendous political change 
and transition. Ireland, as a member of the EU, supports EU efforts to strengthen engagement 
in the region in order to ensure that the various transitions underway are positive.  Ireland also 
supports efforts, including through the EU, to support greater regional integration.

Since his appointment in April last year, the Ethiopian Prime Minister, Abiy Ahmed, has 
pursued an ambitious programme of political, economic and social reform, on which he briefed 
the Taoiseach when they met in Addis Ababa in January.  The Prime Minister’s ambitious na-
tional reform process is complicated by the need to work through a backdrop of ethnic conflict 
and high levels of internal displacement. 

Prime Minister Abiy led the process which resulted in an historic rapprochement between 
Ethiopia and Eritrea in July 2018, ending decades of conflict.

The Revitalised Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict in South Sudan (R-ARCISS) 
was signed by the main parties to the conflict on 12 September 2018. While the deadline for 
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the establishment of a power-sharing Government has been pushed back by six months, the 
agreement marked a new departure.  It is now critical that all the parties to the conflict in South 
Sudan, including the Government of President Salva Kiir, maintain their commitment to its ef-
fective implementation. Achieving lasting peace will require sustained effort and commitment 
as well as a genuinely inclusive approach to building the future South Sudan.

Despite Somalia’s recent progress in peace building and state building, volatility and risks 
remain high and the ongoing impasse between the Federal Government and Regional Presi-
dents is a cause for concern.  The threat from Al Shabaab in the region continues, with the ter-
rorist attack against the Dusit Hotel in Nairobi earlier this year. 

The political events and violence against protestors in Sudan follows over six months of 
demonstrations, triggered initially by spiralling costs of living. On 11 April, it was announced 
that President Omar al-Bashir had been removed from power and that a Transitional Military 
Council (TMC) had assumed control in Sudan. Negotiations between the TMC and protesters 
have stalled, with security forces carrying out violent attacks against protestors, resulting in 
significant loss of life. 

These dynamics are accompanied by a continued competition from countries including 
Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Qatar and Turkey, for influence and control in the Horn, 
particularly Somalia and Sudan.

The region is also affected by the challenges of irregular migration, forced displacement, 
trafficking in human beings, and smuggling of people.  Taken together, the political trajectory 
of the region when combined with climatic shocks, severe drought, and conflict, demands a 
multifaceted political and economic response.    

Ireland, together with its UN and EU partners, is strongly committed to and actively en-
gaged in the Horn of Africa, through our political, development and humanitarian efforts. The 
EU engages in the region through political dialogue, its Common Security and Defence Policy 
(CSDP) missions (EU NAVFOR Operation Atalanta, EUCAP Somalia, and EUTM Somalia), 
and development and humanitarian cooperation. The former Director of the Irish Coast Guard 
deployed to Mogadishu to take up the position of Deputy Head of Mission at EUCAP Somalia 
in January.  Ireland, through the EU, also supports the efforts of the UN peacekeeping mission 
AMISOM to stabilise Somalia. Through regional and bilateral programmes and the Trust Fund 
for Africa, the EU is providing over €3 billion to the Horn of Africa (2014-2020) which focuses 
on supporting economic opportunities for young people.  Ireland has pledged €15 million to the 
Trust Fund for Africa.

Ireland supports regional efforts in the Horn of Africa to achieve stability, normalise rela-
tions and increase regional cooperation, including through regional organisations such as the 
African Union and the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD). During his visit 
to Ethiopia in January 2019, the Taoiseach met with the acting Chairperson of the African 
Union to discuss regional issues.

During his visit to Ethiopia and Kenya in November 2017, the Tánaiste met representatives 
of IGAD and the African Union, and Ireland has since provided funding to IGAD to support 
negotiation, monitoring and evaluation of the South Sudan peace agreement and is planning 
to further increase engagement with the African Union in 2019. In addition, two Departmental 
officials are seconded to the EU mission in South Sudan, including one as Head of Mission.

The EU has a Special Representative to the Horn of Africa, Alex Rondos, whose mandate is 
to contribute to regional and international efforts to achieve lasting peace, security and develop-
ment in the region. The Tánaiste discussed EU efforts in the region with EUSR Rondos when 
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he visited Dublin in November 2018.

In response to the multiple humanitarian crises in the region, Ireland has provided €183 
million in direct humanitarian assistance to the Horn of Africa since 2012. Over €30 million in 
Irish funding was provided in 2018, including to UN agencies and Irish NGOs to assist them in 
reaching the most vulnerable.

Ireland is also a contributor to the UN’s Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) and has 
provided over €170 million in funding since 2006. This mechanism pools funds from multiple 
donors, enabling a flexible response to humanitarian crises based on objective assessments of 
need. This fund has allocated over $55 million to the Horn of Africa so far in 2019. With hu-
manitarian needs likely to remain acute throughout 2019, Ireland remains committed to provid-
ing humanitarian assistance where it is needed most in the Horn of Africa, working with part-
ners who can ensure that such assistance is delivered in a co-ordinated and effective manner.

18/06/2019WRF05700Western Balkans Issues

18/06/2019WRF05800122. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the degree to which he and his EU colleagues continue to positively influence the politi-
cal situation in the western Balkans; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25584/19]

18/06/2019WRF05900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland 
is a strong supporter of the enlargement of the European Union and the accession of the coun-
tries of the Western Balkans. Based on our own experience of EU membership, we believe it to 
be a transformative driver for stability, peace, and prosperity. 

The European Commission published its Annual Enlargement Package on 29 May, which 
included progress reports on the six Western Balkans countries.

Both Montenegro and Serbia have been making steady progress in their negotiations with 
the EU and in implementing the reforms required to align with the acquis. The Republic of 
North Macedonia and Albania have both made sufficient progress and the Commission recom-
mends the opening of negotiations with both countries. Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo 
both have further reforms to implement if they wish to upgrade their status. We support the 
Commission’s findings and recommendations and will be supporting opening negotiations with 
both Albania and North Macedonia. 

While we firmly support the European perspective of the six Western Balkan countries, 
Ireland has been clear that all benchmarks and criteria, particularly those relating to Chapters 
23 and 24 of the acquis, which deal with issues relating to the rule of law, must be met before 
accession can be agreed.

We are also clear that the EU cannot import instability; the six Western Balkan states must 
resolve all outstanding bilateral issues before they can become members of the EU. The Prespa 
Agreement between the Republic of North Macedonia and Greece is a step in the right direc-
tion and shows that even the most fraught bilateral disputes can be resolved with committed 
leadership. 

Providing the countries of the Western Balkans with a credible membership perspective is 
essential. We therefore believe it is important that the candidate and potential candidate coun-
tries are supported and rewarded as they make progress on their respective European paths. For 
this reason, we support increasing the funding available to the Instrument for Pre-Accession 
Funding (IPA) in the next Multi-Annual Financial Framework of the European Union. Ire-
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land also gives annual funding to the Regional Co-operation Council, which supports regional 
cooperation and connectivity across the Western Balkans. In addition, officials in the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs and Trade and our Embassies accredited to the region are working to 
strengthen our already warm bilateral relations with accession countries. To that end, officials at 
the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade earlier this month held bilateral consultations with 
Albania, and we will continue to cultivate our bilateral relations and support the enlargement 
process within the institutions of the European Union. 

18/06/2019WRF06000Passport Applications Administration

18/06/2019WRF06100123. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the turnaround times for passport express renewal first-time applications and online re-
newal applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25585/19]

18/06/2019WRF06200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Passport Service is currently in its peak season for passport demand with the vast majority of 
applications being received between February and August each year. 

Renewal applications received through the Online Passport Renewal Service are being pro-
cessed within the target turnaround time of ten working days plus postage time. A large propor-
tion of applications submitted through this online channel are currently being processed in time 
frames shorter than the target turnaround time.  

Renewal applications submitted through Passport Express are currently being processed 
within the target turnaround time of 15 working days plus postage time. First-time applications 
and applications from citizens who are applying to replace a lost, stolen or damaged passport 
submitted through Passport Express are being processed within the target turnaround time of 
20 working days.

18/06/2019WRG00200Tax Data

18/06/2019WRG00300124. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which the State 
subsidises diesel cars and fuel; his views on the health impact of diesel fumes; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24987/19]

18/06/2019WRG00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Air quality is an issue of increasing so-
cial concern with a number of pollutants being linked to a range of medical conditions including 
strokes, cancer, lung and cardiovascular diseases. Ireland generally has better overall air qual-
ity than most countries in Europe. Nevertheless, in larger towns and cities, where prevailing 
winds are disrupted and harmful pollutants cannot disperse due to high density developments, 
the negative implications for local ambient air quality and for public health and well-being are 
exacerbated. 

The transition of our national fleet to alternative fuels is an important step-change to effect 
a substantial reduction in transport emissions. Fossil-fuelled road transport, including diesel, is 
a major source of air pollution emissions, particularly nitrogen oxides (NOx) and PM2.5, from 
both exhaust release and tyre & brake wear. Road transport is the principal source of NOx emis-
sions in Ireland accounting for approximately 41% of the total NOx emissions in 2016. 

The All of Government Plan on Climate Action Plan sets out a number of strategies to de-
carbonise the economy, including a series of ambitious targets relating to the transport sector 
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such as large scale electrification of the national fleet by 2030.

The forthcoming National Clean Air Strategy will provide the policy framework necessary 
to promote integrated measures across Government to reduce air pollution and promote cleaner 
air.  

I am advised by Revenue that estimates for the revenue foregone arising across a number of 
tax areas and schemes is provided in the following tables.

Table 1: Revenue foregone arising from reduced mineral oil tax rates

Tax Type Product Type Nominal Revenue foregone (exc. VAT)
Excise Duty Marked Gas Oil €409 million
Excise Duty Auto Diesel €390 million

Data relates to 2018 unless otherwise stated, and calculations are based on the excise rate 
when compared to that applied to petrol.

Table 2:   Revenue foregone arising from Schemes/legislation

Scheme Name Product Type Nominal Revenue foregone
Fuel Grant Scheme Auto Diesel €7.5 million
Diesel Rebate Scheme (price dependent) Auto Diesel €2.4 million (2018) €21 million 

(2014)
Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers 
Scheme

Diesel cars (VRT/VAT) €43 million  (approximate)

In addition to the above businesses are entitled to reclaim VAT on a wide range of business 
expenses including diesel fuel expenditure. This may be considered as a subsidy to the extent 
that the general population cannot avail of this VAT reclaim. However, due to the pro business 
approach to the administration of VAT and the relatively low level information gathered from 
businesses, a breakdown of VAT reclaim data is not available, although the VAT reclaim on 
diesel is likely to be substantial.

18/06/2019WRG00500VAT Exemptions

18/06/2019WRG00600125. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Finance the steps he will take to reduce 
the unaffordable price of pembrolizumab by removing the cost of the VAT on same to assist in 
potentially life-saving treatment as in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [25333/19]

18/06/2019WRG00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The VAT rating of goods and services 
is subject to EU VAT law, with which Irish VAT law must comply.  In accordance with Irish 
VAT legislation, oral medicines (for human consumption) which are licensed/authorised by the 
Health Products Regulatory Authority are liable to VAT at the zero rate.

However, non-oral medicines (products such as injections and infusions) are liable to VAT 
at the standard rate, currently 23%, and there is no discretion, under the Directive, to exempt 
these products from VAT. 

18/06/2019WRG00800Insurance Costs

18/06/2019WRG00900126. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance his views on a matter relat-
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ing to insurance for sports facilities (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25376/19]

18/06/2019WRG01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset, the Deputy should note 
that I am responsible for the development of the legal framework governing financial regula-
tion.  Neither I, nor the Central Bank of Ireland, can interfere in the provision or pricing of 
insurance products, as these matters are of a commercial nature, and are determined by insur-
ance companies based on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept.  This position is 
reinforced by the EU framework for insurance which expressly prohibits Member States from 
adopting rules which require insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the pricing or 
terms and conditions of insurance products.  Consequently, I am not in a position to direct insur-
ance companies as to the price or the level of cover to be provided to consumers or businesses.  

The Deputy will appreciate that I, as Minister for Finance, cannot comment on individual 
cases. The primary reason for this is that I  do not have full information on such cases. For in-
stance, I do not know whether there are  claims outstanding or other issues relevant  to the pric-
ing of cover of this type, such as claims levels within the sector as a whole.  These are factors 
which will impact upon the availability and pricing of such insurance cover.

However, I acknowledge the general problems faced by many small businesses and vol-
untary/community associations in relation to the cost and availability of insurance as well as 
the frustrations that some may have with the pace of reform.  Unfortunately, there is no single 
policy or legislative “silver bullet” to immediately stem or reverse premium price rises.  This 
is because there are many constraints faced by the Government in trying to address this issue 
in particular the fact that  for constitutional reasons, it cannot direct the courts as to the award 
levels that should be applied and for legal reasons it cannot direct insurance companies as to the 
pricing level which they should apply in respect of businesses seeking insurance. 

Notwithstanding this, I wish to re-emphasise how important this issue is for the Govern-
ment. Consequently, following the publication of its Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance in 
2017, the Cost of Insurance Working Group undertook an examination of the employer liabil-
ity and public liability insurance sectors.  This second phase culminated in the publication in 
January 2018 of the Report on the Cost of Employer and Public Liability Insurance.  I believe 
there has been significant progress in the implementation of the two CIWG Reports. Examples 
include the following:    

- the establishment of the Personal Injuries Commission, and its subsequent recommenda-
tions relating to addressing award levels for soft tissue injuries – this has provided the objective 
evidence we need to be able to address award levels;

- the establishment of the National Claims Information Database in the Central Bank to 
increase transparency around the future cost of private motor insurance; the Central Bank is 
currently reviewing the possibility of expanding is scope to cover business insurance;

- reforms to the Personal Injuries Assessment Board through the Personal Injuries Assess-
ment Board (Amendment) Act 2019  ;

- amendments to Sections 8 and 14 of the Civil Liability and Courts Act 2004   to make it 
easier for businesses and insurers to challenge cases where fraud or exaggeration is suspected;

- the reform of the Insurance Compensation Fund to provide certainty to policyholders and 
insurers; and,

- various reforms of how fraud is reported to and dealt with by An Garda Síochána, includ-
ing increased co-ordination with the insurance industry, as well as the launch recently of Opera-
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tion Coatee, a co-ordinated operation to tackle insurance fraud.   

I believe that these reforms are having a significant impact with regard to private motor 
insurance (CSO figures from May 2019 show that the price of motor insurance is now 24.5% 
lower than the July 2016 peak).  The Government is determined to continue working to ensure 
that these positive pricing trends can be extended to other forms of insurance, including those 
relevant to businesses.

Undoubtedly the single most essential challenge which must be overcome if there is to be a 
sustainable reduction in insurance costs particularly for small businesses is to bring the levels 
of personal injury damages awarded in this country more in line with those awarded in other 
jurisdictions.  In this regard, the Personal Injuries Commission has highlighted the significant 
differential between award levels in Ireland and other jurisdictions, and has made a number of 
recommendations to address this issue, in particular the establishment of a Judicial Council to 
compile guidelines for appropriate general damages for various types of personal injury.  Both 
I and Minister of State D’Arcy believe that this awards gap needs to be significantly closed and 
we are working with the Minister for Justice and Equality, Mr Charlie Flanagan TD, to ensure 
that this happens at the earliest opportunity.  In this regard, work is progressing as a matter of 
priority on the Judicial Council Bill, and it is due to complete Report and Final Stages in the 
Seanad this week, prior to being submitted to Dáil Éireann shortly thereafter.  I would hope that 
members of both Houses of the Oireachtas can collectively work together to ensure that the 
Judicial Council Bill is enacted by the summer.

Finally, I would like to assure the Deputy that the Cost of Insurance Working Group will 
continue to focus on implementing the recommendations of the Report on the Cost of Employer 
and Public Liability Insurance in parallel with implementing those from the Report on the Cost 
of Motor Insurance.  I am hopeful that the cumulative effects of the completion of the two 
Reports’ recommendations will include increased stability in the pricing of insurance for busi-
nesses and a more competitive insurance market.

Finally, Insurance Ireland operates a free Insurance Information Service for those who have 
queries, complaints or difficulties in relation to obtaining insurance.  Insurance Ireland can be 
contacted at feedback@insuranceireland.eu or 01-6761914.

18/06/2019WRG01100Cycle to Work Scheme

18/06/2019WRG01200127. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Finance his plans to increase the cap of 
€1,000 on the bike to work scheme in order to allow for the purchase of e-bikes and cargo bikes 
that are substantially more expensive to purchase but would open up the option of cycling to 
more persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25536/19]

18/06/2019WRG01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Cycle To Work scheme provides 
an exemption from tax on the first €1,000 of expenditure incurred by an employer in connection 
with the provision of a bicycle or safety equipment to an employee or director. The bicycle must 
be for the employee/director’s personal use in undertaking the whole or part of the journey to 
or from work.  Safety equipment includes helmets, lights, bells, mirrors and locks but does not 
include child seats or trailers.

The scheme applies to a pedal cycle, tricycle and a pedelec. A pedelec means a bicycle or 
tricycle which is equipped with an electric motor (with a maximum continuous rated power of 
0.25 kilowatts) which cuts out when a speed of 25 kilometres per hour is reached, or sooner if 
the cyclist stops pedalling the bicycle or tricycle.
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It is assumed that the reference to “cargo bikes” by the Deputy means a bicycle specifically 
designed to carry a load. Such a bicycle would qualify under the cycle to work scheme, assum-
ing all of the required conditions are satisfied. 

It should be noted that the cost of a bicycle purchased under the scheme may indeed be more 
than €1,000, however the exemption from tax does not apply above this limit. 

While schemes of this nature are reviewed in the context of the annual Budget and Finance 
Bill process I have no plans at present for any increase.

18/06/2019WRG01400European Central Bank

18/06/2019WRG01500128. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the appointment process 
of the new President of the European Central Bank; the candidates being considered; when the 
final decision will be made; and the level of consultation he has had with other European part-
ners in this regard. [24828/19]

18/06/2019WRG01600146. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Finance the process for appointing 
the new President of the European Central Bank. [25190/19]

18/06/2019WRG01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 128 
and 146 together.

The President of the European Central Bank, Prof. Mario Draghi, is due to step down on 31 
October this year.

The selection process to appoint a candidate to succeed Prof Draghi will open when the 
President of the Eurogroup will invite nominations for the position. Following receipt of nomi-
nations the name(s) will be discussed at Eurogroup and agreed at ECOFIN. The European Cen-
tral Bank and the European Parliament will also be consulted. Finally the nominee will formally 
be appointed by the European Council. 

18/06/2019WRG01800Tracker Mortgage Examination

18/06/2019WRG01900129. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Finance if the concerns of a person 
(details supplied) regarding tracker settlements will be considered; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24831/19]

18/06/2019WRG02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I understand that the Central Bank has 
clearly set out its expectations of lenders to provide appropriate redress and compensation to 
affected customers in its documented Principles for Redress published in December 2015. 

The principles provide, inter alia, that “Any tax liability that impacted customers may incur 
as a result of the relevant issue in or respect of any redress, compensation or other payment 
made to impacted customers…are to be discharged by the lender. The lender is to liaise directly 
with Revenue in this regard”.  

The Principles of Redress provide for a number of different classes of redress payments 
depending on the harm suffered by individual borrowers. The question of whether a tax liability 
arises in any given case depends on the specific issues to be redressed and the facts and circum-
stances of that particular case. 
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I am advised by Revenue that a number of lending agencies are liaising with them in order 
to identity any tax liabilities owing and to discharge same.  

The tax liability will depend on the type of loan (for example, for a home loan or a “buy to 
let” property) and the redress and compensation payment to the borrower.   In order to estimate 
the tax due in any particular case detailed information is required relating to

- the type of mortgage

- the amount of interest refunded (redress)

- the compensation payment to the customer made to reflect the detriment suffered by the 
borrower. 

There is insufficient information in the details supplied to provide a definitive view of the 
taxation consequences of a settlement in the circumstances outlined.   

18/06/2019WRG02100Tax Residency

18/06/2019WRG02200130. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Finance when a certificate of tax residence 
will be issued to a person (details supplied). [24832/19]

18/06/2019WRG02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that a hard-
copy Letter of Residence recently issued to the person in question. 

The person originally applied for the Letter of Residence through the postal system and 
subsequently made an online request. Following the online request, an electronic copy issued to 
their ‘MyAccount’ service. Unfortunately, the person was not aware that the electronic version 
had issued and their expectation was that they would receive a hard-copy version.

Revenue has also confirmed that it contacted the person directly to apologise for the late 
response to their original application and to explain the online system to them.

18/06/2019WRG02400Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland Remit

18/06/2019WRG02500131. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Finance the approximate regulatory and 
administrative cost in addition to other potential costs of enabling the SBCI to lend directly to 
SMEs; and if he has examined the concept of relicensing the SBCI in order for it to develop 
branches for direct lending. [24839/19]

18/06/2019WRG02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The SBCI is Ireland’s national pro-
motional institution. The purpose of the SBCI is to deliver effective financial supports to Irish 
SMEs to address gaps and potential failures in the Irish SME finance market as well as en-
couraging competition and innovation, and facilitating the efficient and effective use of EU 
resources and financial instruments. The SBCI achieves this through the provision of low cost 
liquidity and risk-sharing guarantee activities that support the provision of appropriately priced, 
flexible funding to Irish SMEs. 

From a policy perspective, the SBCI is not intended to be a bank and its role as a national 
promotional institution is quite different from a bank. The SBCI does not lend directly, rather, 
it lends through partner financial institutions, known as on-lenders.  If the SBCI were to lend 
directly to SMEs it would move from working with financial institutions to being in direct com-
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petition with these financial institutions. Paradoxically, this could reduce the reach of the SBCI.  
Accordingly, there are no plans to enable the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) 
to lend directly to SMEs.

As there are no plans to change the operational model of SBCI, no assessment of the likely 
costs has been done.  However, it is likely that there would be significant cost implications in 
relation to regulation and there would also be state aid and competition issues that would need 
to be addressed. 

18/06/2019WRG02700Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland Data

18/06/2019WRG02800132. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Finance the details of bank and non-
bank on lender of SBCI funds in 2018 and to date in 2019; and the amount loaned to SMEs in 
tabular form. [24840/19]

18/06/2019WRG02900133. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Finance the lending targets the SBCI 
set for lending to SMEs in 2018 and 2019, in tabular form; and the progress to date on same. 
[24841/19]

18/06/2019WRG03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 132 
and 133 together.

The Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) is Ireland’s national promotional in-
stitution. The purpose of the SBCI is to deliver effective financial supports to Irish SMEs to 
address gaps and potential failures in the Irish SME finance market as well as encouraging 
competition and innovation, and facilitating the efficient and effective use of EU resources 
and financial instruments. The SBCI achieves this through the provision of low cost liquidity 
and risk-sharing guarantee activities that support the provision of appropriately priced, flexible 
funding to Irish SMEs. 

Instead of lending directly to SMEs, the SBCI operates through partner finance providers, 
known as on-lenders. The SBCI has provided funding to a mixture of both banks and non-bank 
finance providers and currently has 6 on-lenders, 3 bank and 3 non-bank finance providers: 
AIB, Bank of Ireland, Ulster Bank, Finance Ireland Limited, Bibby Financial Services Ireland, 
and FEXCO Asset Finance. Additionally in 2018, the SBCI had a further non-bank finance 
provider as an on-lender, First Citizen Agri Finance. This facility was closed in October 2018 
following First Citizen Agri Finance raising commercial funding. 

Please see the following table of liquidity funding and guarantees provided by the SBCI to 
its on-lenders since March 2015, to date. 

Chronological Table of SBCI Funds and Guarantees Committed to On-Lenders

Date          On Lender       Liquidity (Funds)      Risk Sharing (Guarantees Provided)       
December 2014 Bank of Ireland €200m 
February 2015 Allied Irish Bank €200m 
October 2015 Finance Ireland €51m 
November 2015 Merrion Fleet €25m* 
November 2015 Allied Irish Bank €200m 
December 2015 Ulster Bank €75m 
May 2016 First Citizen Agri Finance €40m** 
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Date          On Lender       Liquidity (Funds)      Risk Sharing (Guarantees Provided)       
June 2016 Bibby Financial Services   

Ireland 
€45m 

November 2016 Fexco Asset Finance €70m 
January 2017 Bank of Ireland €65m 
January 2017 Allied Irish Bank €60m 
January 2017 Ulster Bank €25m 
March 2018 Bank of Ireland €128m 
March 2018 Allied Irish Bank €122m 
March 2018 Ulster Bank €50m 
May 2018 Bibby Financial Services   

Ireland 
€25m 

Dec 2018 Finance Ireland €75m

*Facility closed in July 2017 following the sale of Merrion Fleet to Société Générale

**Facility closed in October 2018 following its raising of commercial funding. 

The SBCI has forwarded updated figures to my Department that show, to the end of Decem-
ber 2018, the total amount of SBCI supported lending activity (through the provision of liquid-
ity) was €900 million to 21,783 Irish SMEs supporting 141,658 jobs. Under the SBCI’s risk 
sharing schemes, €152 million has been drawn down by 4,278 SMEs supporting 6,572 jobs. 

The SBCI continues to work on developing new innovative products, such as the Brexit 
Loan Scheme, which was launched in March 2018. This €300 million scheme is to provide 
working capital support to SMEs to enable them to adapt and innovate in response to the chal-
lenges and opportunities posed by Brexit. From the launch of the scheme on 28 March 2018 to 
12 June 2019, the SBCI has received 645 applications. Of these, 582 have been deemed eligible 
and can proceed to one of the participating finance providers for a loan under the scheme. 139 
SMEs have progressed to sanction at finance provider level to a total value of €30, 566,300.

Following on from launch of the Brexit Loan Scheme, a Future Growth Loan Scheme has 
been developed to provide long-term investment financing for Irish businesses to help them 
strategically invest in a post-Brexit environment. There is an absence of financing available for 
businesses in excess of seven years and the Future Growth Loan Scheme is addressing that gap 
providing loans of eight to ten years.  SBCI’s open call to financial institutions for designation 
as a lending partner closed on 11 February 2019 and the scheme was launched on 27 March.  
The SBCI began accepting eligibility applications from SMEs on 17 April 2019.  

The SBCI’s focus is meeting the credit needs of SMEs that are not currently being fully met 
by the private sector. The SBCI’s lending to SMEs is largely driven by market demands and 
needs that are not fully met by the private sector. The Deputy can rest assured that the SBCI 
is working to develop a more diverse range of on-lenders and innovative products. This will 
enable it to broaden its distribution capability and market coverage, meet the evolving require-
ments of the SME finance market and contribute to a sustainable and competitive economy in 
the medium to long term.  

18/06/2019WRG03200Financial Services Regulation

18/06/2019WRG03300134. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated saving that 
would accrue from moving the entire cost of regulation of the financial sector onto the industry 
with the exception of credit unions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24863/19]
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18/06/2019WRG03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Bank’s total funding re-
quirement for financial regulation activity is determined on an annual basis by the resources 
required to discharge its legal responsibilities under domestic and EU law.  Section 32D and 
32E of the Central Bank Act 1942, as amended, provide that the Central Bank Commission may 
make regulations relating to the imposition of levies and fees on the financial services sector in 
respect of the recoupment of the costs of financial regulation. 

As it stands, the financial services industry currently funds 80% of the costs incurred by the 
Central Bank for financial regulation, with certain exceptions. [Banks which had participated in 
the Eligible Liabilities Guarantee (ELG) Scheme, namely AIB, Bank of Ireland and Permanent 
TSB, which are required to fund 100% of the Central Bank’s regulatory costs. The levies for 
Credit Unions are currently capped at 0.01% of total assets as at 30 September in the previous 
year. As a result, the Credit Union sector currently funds approximately 9% of the cost of their 
regulation.] This means that the subvention from the Central Bank amounts to approximately 
20% of the total cost. What this translates to in monetary terms will be determined by the re-
sources required by the Bank to discharge its legal responsibilities during a given year. 

In 2018, the cost of financial regulation activities was funded by levy income of €129 mil-
lion and subvention of €66 million. 

If industry was fully charged, there would be no subvention, however, there are certain costs 
(e.g. markets supervision) which it may be appropriate to continue to subvent on an ongoing 
basis where the costs cannot be attributed to specific firms but do relate to the orderly function 
of markets and the financial stability agenda.   

In 2015, the Department of Finance and Central Bank of Ireland issued a joint public con-
sultation on ‘Funding the cost of Financial Regulation’ (CP95).  

In response to that consultation, my predecessor as Minister for Finance, Michael Noonan, 
agreed to a phased movement towards 100 per cent Industry Funding in order to eliminate sub-
vention, by the taxpayer, of regulatory costs. Since then, recovery rates have increased in stages 
across most industry sectors, determined on a yearly basis. Now, in order to give greater clarity 
to industry, I have approved the trajectory to bring the recovery rate of levies across sectors to 
100 per cent over the coming years.  This change in policy will apply the user pays principle to 
the regulation of financial services. 

The table below shows the planned trajectory for levy rates across all sectors. Credit Union 
recovery rates from 2022 onwards will be subject to review and a public consultation to guide 
strategy once 50% recovery rates have been achieved. The Central Bank published this trajecto-
ry on 14 June 2019 and it is available on the Central Bank website at the following link: https://
www.centralbank.ie/news/article/press-release-funding-the-cost-of-financial-regulation-14-
june-2019

Levy Year 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Levied in  2017 2018 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

ELG Banks 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Banks 65% 80% 90% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Insurance Undertakings 65% 80% 90% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Investment Firms & Fund Service Providers 65% 80% 90% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Funds 65% 65% 80% 90% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Retail Intermediaries & Debt Management Co’s 50% 65% 70% 75% 80% 90% 100% 100%

Moneylenders 65% 65% 70% 75% 80% 90% 100% 100%

Approved Professional Bodies 65% 65% 70% 75% 80% 90% 100% 100%

Bureau de Change/Money Transmitters 65% 65% 70% 75% 80% 90% 100% 100%
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Levy Year 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Levied in  2017 2018 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Retail Credit / Home Reversion / Credit Servicing 
Firms

65% 65% 70% 75% 80% 90% 100% 100%

Payment & EMoney Institutions 65% 65% 70% 75% 80% 90% 100% 100%

Invoices for 2019 levies will issue on an arrears basis in Quarter 3 2020 as the Central Bank 
implements its strategy to move from levies based on budgeted to lives based on actual costs.  
This is to address an aspect of volatility in response to industry feedback by eliminating large 
balancing surpluses and deficits in favour of levies based on the Central Bank’s audited finan-
cial statements. While businesses should accrue for 2019 costs in their financial statements, 
many will welcome the cashflow effect arising from this change.  

Further information can be found in the Funding Strategy and Guide to the 2018 Industry 
Funding Regulation, where the Central Bank set out its 3-year funding strategy.  The Strategy 
document is available on the Central Bank website at the following link: https://www.cen-
tralbank.ie/docs/default-source/regulation/how-we-regulate/fees-levies/industry-funding-levy/
guidance/funding-strategy-and-guide-to-the-2018-industry-funding-regulations.pdf?sfvrsn=4 

18/06/2019WRG03500Irish Fiscal Advisory Council Reports

18/06/2019WRG03600135. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on the Irish 
Fiscal Advisory Council report of June 2019; if he has discussed same with his officials; if 
extra controls on spending will be put in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24928/19]

18/06/2019WRG03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I can confirm for the Deputy that I 
have received a copy of the Fiscal Assessment Report (FAR) as published by the Irish Fiscal 
Advisory Council on Tuesday, 11th June. In keeping with established practice, I will provide a 
formal response which will issue in due course. 

In terms of the Council’s assessment of the Stability Programme Update 2019 (SPU), I 
note its assertion that the current macroeconomic outlook is ‘unusually uncertain’ - balanced 
between potential overheating on one hand and the possibility of an “exceptional shock” aris-
ing from Brexit on the other. Accordingly, the Council has recommended caution in preparing 
for Budget 2020, a policy approach that has been a consistent hallmark of this Government’s 
management of the public finances. 

The Summer Economic Statement (SES), will be published later this month. This will ad-
dress the clear and emerging challenges the economy is facing. It will set out the broad param-
eters for macroeconomic growth and the fiscal outlook as well as the constraints facing the 
economy over the medium term. 

Finally, in terms of specific controls on spending, I would say that enhanced expenditure 
reporting requirements can be implemented in cases where Departments have not managed 
within budget in the previous year. For example, such arrangements have now been put in place 
for the Department of Health. This involves the creation of a new oversight group chaired by 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, to monitor spending and act as an early 
warning mechanism. Monthly spending reports from Health are now submitted to the Cabinet 
Committee on Health, and regular updates are provided to Government on the overall Health 
position.
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18/06/2019WRG03800Brexit Issues

18/06/2019WRG03900136. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if he has received advice from 
his officials regarding possible tax cuts in view of the threat of Brexit as outlined in the Irish 
Fiscal Advisory Council report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24929/19]

18/06/2019WRG04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The decision of the UK to leave the 
European Union gives rise to unprecedented challenges for Ireland across all economic sectors. 

The Government have taken steps to maximise the resilience of the economy so that it may 
effectively manage the negative economic developments. National budgets have been framed 
to prepare for the challenge of Brexit. 

Budget 2019 maintained the overall approach of prudent financial management to strength-
en the resilience of Ireland’s economy against the backdrop of heightened uncertainty.

As Minister for Finance, I receive advice from a wide variety of sources on an ongoing 
basis. In the normal course of business I am involved in ongoing discussions with my officials 
as part of the preparation for Budget 2020.  A key part of this process is the work of the Tax 
Strategy Group whose policy papers, prepared by officials, set out the issues identified and op-
tions to be considered as part of the annual Budgetary process. I would expect these papers to 
be published in July.

Also, the Summer Economic Statement, to be published later this month, will set out the 
Government’s overall economic and budgetary strategy and establish the parameters for the 
forthcoming Budget, particularly in the context of the increased probability being assigned to 
a disorderly Brexit.

In addition, the recent IFAC report is under consideration while there are a number of tax 
policy consultations and studies ongoing that are likely to contribute to the tax formulation pro-
cess. The Deputy will be aware that the National Economic Dialogue will take place on 26th 
and 27th June. This Dialogue will be an opportunity for stakeholders from a variety of back-
grounds to consider how to optimise available resources in the interests of all citizens.

Naturally, I am not in a position at this point to set out what may be contained in the forth-
coming Budget or Finance Bill. However, as part of the Programme for a Partnership Govern-
ment, I remain committed to reducing excessive tax rates for middle income earners while 
also maintaining a broad tax base. As Ireland’s economy has recovered over the last number of 
years, tax reductions have been utilised to increase the reward for work and support enterprise 
and employment.

18/06/2019WRG04100Tax Code

18/06/2019WRG04200137. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance the actions he will take to be 
less dependent on income from corporation taxes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24930/19]

18/06/2019WRG04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Ireland has been consistently success-
ful over several decades in attracting leading multinationals to base here and given our high 
level of integration with the global economy, it is not altogether surprising that our corporation 
tax base has become concentrated, as it has been for a number of decades. Nonetheless, I would 
acknowledge that there are risks associated with this increase in corporation tax receipts. A 
fiscal vulnerability exists in the form of the exposure of the public finances to corporation tax 
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receipts, which last year were at their highest ever share of Exchequer revenues at 18.7 percent 
of overall tax receipts. By way of context VAT and Income Tax receipts accounted for approxi-
mately 64 percent of our overall tax receipts. 

In recent years, I have taken steps to broaden our corporation tax base, including through the 
introduction of the 80 per cent cap on capital allowances for intangible assets in Budget 2018 
and the introduction of a broader Exit Tax regime in Budget 2019. Measures have also been 
introduced which will ensure a continued broadening of the overall tax base. These include the 
introduction of the Universal Social Charge, the Local Property Tax and the sugar sweetened 
drinks tax. Further measures that I have taken which will enhance the tax base include the in-
crease in the VAT rate for tourism related goods and services from the 9 per cent rate to the 13.5 
per cent rate in Budget 2019. For 2019 all of these measures are projected to raise revenues 
equivalent to approximately 1.5 percent of GDP or 5.7 percent of overall general government 
revenue. 

Further steps which I have taken include an increase in the commercial (non-residential) 
Stamp Duty rate from 2 per cent to 6 per cent in Budget 2018 and an increase in the betting duty 
levy from 1 per cent to 2 percent in Budget 2019. I have also removed some tax reliefs, such as 
the Home Renovation Incentive and the Start your own Business Relief, and continued a roll-
out of enhanced taxation compliance measures. However, I would note that further potential for 
base broadening exists, particularly in the environmental area where important policy priorities 
exist.

The ongoing systematic review of tax expenditures, taken in line with my Department’s Tax 
Expenditure Guidelines, will assist in this process through identifying deadweight, resource 
misallocation and assessing if tax reliefs still meet their initial policy objectives. This will also 
provide a ‘health check’ as to whether they accord with the OECD tax hierarchy in terms of 
their impact upon economic growth.     

My Department will shortly publish a paper to highlight some of these in-built vulnerabili-
ties to our tax revenues and to quantify where possible, the impact of a shock to corporation tax 
receipts. Potential solutions to this are presented in order to prompt a policy discussion around 
how best to mitigate against this emerging over-reliance. It is my intention to give consideration 
to these – and possibly other suggestions – with a view to making recommendations to Govern-
ment in the autumn. 

18/06/2019WRG04400Small and Medium Enterprises Supports

18/06/2019WRG04500138. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance the actions he will take to 
stimulate the small and medium enterprise sector following the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council 
report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24931/19]

18/06/2019WRG04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, under the 
Fiscal Responsibility Act 2012, the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council (IFAC) has been assigned 
the monitoring and assessment functions required of an independent national fiscal institution 
under the Treaty on Stability, Co-ordination and Governance in the Economic and Monetary 
Union. The Act requires IFAC to “provide an assessment of whether the fiscal stance for the 
year or years concerned is, conducive to prudent economic and budgetary management”.

In addition, as part of the Council’s so-called ‘endorsement function IFAC provides an in-
dependent assessment of the official macroeconomic forecasts of the Department of Finance, 
upon which the Stability Programme Update (SPU) and Budgets are based. Accordingly, the 
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Council’s role is to assess the overall fiscal stance as well as the forecasts underpinning the SPU 
and Budget publications. Therefore, the impact of all government expenditure, is assessed by 
the Council in this context. 

In respect of the actions that my Department will take to stimulate the small and medium 
sized enterprise sector, I would note that the Irish Fiscal Council Report that the Deputy refers 
to, which was published this month, does not explicitly address SMEs beyond the level of credit 
advanced to them. I note the trend of an increase in new credit advance to Irish SMEs over the 
past four years, as well as a general decrease in the level of indebtedness of Irish SMEs. This 
appears to be consistent with the findings of the Central Bank’s SME Market Report for 2019.  

It is worth noting that demand for credit by SMEs has been consistently subdued in recent 
years according to a number of studies including the SME Credit Demand survey carried out by 
my Department.  This survey is conducted twice a year; over 1500 SMEs are surveyed to iden-
tify credit issues experienced by SMEs, the largest of its kind in the State. The latest Survey re-
sults, covering the period April – September 2018, has shown that demand for credit decreased 
to 20%, and of those SMEs that did not access credit 89% cited lack of credit requirements as 
their reasoning.

There are a number of policy supports and initiatives in place to support access to finance 
by Irish SMEs including the Credit Review Office, Enterprise Ireland, the Local Enterprise 
Offices, the SME Online Tool, Microfinance Ireland and the Strategic Banking Corporation of 
Ireland (SBCI).

The SBCI is Ireland’s national promotional institution. The purpose of the SBCI is to de-
liver effective financial supports to Irish SMEs to address gaps and potential failures in the Irish 
SME finance market as well as encouraging competition and innovation, and facilitating the 
efficient and effective use of EU resources and financial instruments. The SBCI achieves this 
through the provision of low cost liquidity and risk-sharing guarantee activities that support the 
provision of appropriately priced, flexible funding to Irish SMEs. 

Since it began its activities in March 2015, to the end of December 2018, the total amount of 
SBCI supported lending activity (through the provision of liquidity) was €900 million to 21,783 
Irish SMEs supporting 141,658 jobs. Under the SBCI’s risk sharing schemes, €152 million has 
been drawn down by 4,278 SMEs supporting 6,572 jobs. 

Additionally, the Government launched the Brexit Loan Scheme in March of last year. This 
is a €300 million loan scheme to provide short term working capital support to SMEs to enable 
them to adapt and innovate in response to the challenges and opportunities posed by Brexit. 
From the launch of the scheme on 28 March 2018 to 12 June 2019, the SBCI has received 645 
applications. Of these, 582 have been deemed eligible and can proceed to one of the participat-
ing finance providers for a loan under the scheme. 139 SMEs have progressed to sanction at 
finance provider level to a total value of €30, 566,300.

Following on from launch of the Brexit Loan Scheme, a Future Growth Loan Scheme has 
been developed to provide long-term investment financing for Irish businesses to help them 
strategically invest in a post-Brexit environment. There is an absence of financing available for 
businesses in excess of seven years and the Future Growth Loan Scheme is addressing that gap 
providing loans of eight to ten years.  SBCI’s open call to financial institutions for designation 
as a lending partner closed on 11 February 2019 and the scheme was launched on 27 March.  
The SBCI began accepting eligibility applications from SMEs on 17 April 2019.  

The Deputy may rest assured that my Department is committed to supporting Irish small 
and medium sized businesses and the Government recognises that such businesses are vital for 
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sustainable economic growth and employment. 

18/06/2019WRG04700Central Bank of Ireland Data

18/06/2019WRG04800139. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if a borrower is still con-
sidered a private dwelling house borrower or a buy-to-let borrower in the mortgage arrears sta-
tistics of the Central Bank in cases in which a borrower originally lived in the house and due to 
arrears subsequently moved out in order to try to pay the mortgage arrears; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24947/19]

18/06/2019WRG04900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by the Central Bank of 
Ireland that the compilation notes for the mortgage arrears statistics define PDH and BTL mort-
gages as follows:

Principal Dwellings (PDH):

Mortgage loans to private individuals for house or apartment purchase, renovation, im-
provements or own construction of housing, fully and completely secured by mortgage on the 
residential property, which is or will be occupied by the borrower.

Buy-to-Let (BTL): 

Mortgage loans to private individuals for house or apartment purchase, renovation, im-
provements or own construction of housing, fully and completely secured by mortgage on the 
residential property, which is or will be let for residential purposes by the borrower. The BTL 
format should also include mortgages secured on properties which are or will be used as holiday 
homes or second homes.

In the example provided in the Parliamentary Question, given that the property is not owner 
occupied it is expected this would be reported in the BTL category. Such cases retain the pro-
tections provided under the Central Bank Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears where the 
property is the only residential property in this State owned by the borrower.

18/06/2019WRG05000Departmental Funding

18/06/2019WRG05100140. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if there are restrictions on 
the way in which Departments can spend funds to be withdrawn from the rainy day fund as 
envisaged in the legislation going through Dáil Éireann; if the restrictions are in domestic fiscal 
rules or EU fiscal rules; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25197/19]

18/06/2019WRG05200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Withdrawals from the fund as provided 
for under the National Surplus (Reserve Fund for Exceptional Contingencies) Bill 2018 will be 
to the Exchequer and any expenditures will be subject to the normal public financial procedures.  

The Fiscal Responsibility Act 2012 imposes a duty on the Government to endeavour to 
comply with the fiscal rules. The National Surplus (Reserve Fund for Exceptional Contingen-
cies) Bill 2018 does not amend or change this obligation.

Once established, the Rainy Day Fund will be bound by both EU and domestic fiscal rules 
such as the expenditure benchmark and the debt rule and deposits into and withdrawals from 
the fund must comply with these rules.
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Separately, the existing fiscal rules allow for the impact of one-off measures to be corrected 
for under the structural balance and the complementary expenditure benchmark pillar. These is-
sues would need to be fully teased out with the Commission to assess compliance with the rules.

18/06/2019WRG05300General Government Debt

18/06/2019WRG05400141. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the forecasted general gov-
ernment debt from 2019 to 2023, broken down by component parts, including the component 
parts that make up the gross national debt, the national debt and other general government debt 
components that make up the ultimate General Government Debt; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [25204/19]

18/06/2019WRG05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): General Government Debt (GGD) is 
a measure of the total gross consolidated debt of the State compiled by the Central Statistics 
Office. It is the measure used for comparative purposes across the European Union Member 
States. 

National Debt is the net debt incurred by the Exchequer after taking account of cash and 
other financial assets. The national debt is the principal component of general government debt. 
The latter measure also includes extra-budgetary funds, non-commercial state-sponsored bod-
ies and the debt of local authorities.

The developments in the General Government Debt forecast for the years 2019 to 2023, bro-
ken down into available components, were published in Table A5 of the Stability Programme 
Update 2019. The table is reproduced below for the Deputy’s convenience.

€ billions, unless stated 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Opening general government debt 206.2 205.1 196.7 203.6 203.5
Exchequer borrowing requirement 2.1 -0.4 -0.6 0.2 -0.6
Change in Exchequer Deposits -2.5 -8.3 5.1 -1.2 1.3
Net lending of NCSSBs* -0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3
Net lending of local government 0.2 0.2 -0.1 -0.2 -0.3
Change in collateral held 0 0 0 0 0
Other -0.7 -0.1 2.3 0.8 1.8
Closing general government debt 205.1 196.7 203.6 203.5 206.0
General government debt to GDP ratio 61.1 55.8 55.4 53.2 51.6

*NCSSBs = Non-commercial semi-state bodies

18/06/2019WRG05600VAT Rate Reductions

18/06/2019WRG05700142. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will review the in-
crease in the VAT rate for the hospitality sector (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [25315/19]

18/06/2019WRG05800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The second reduced 9% VAT rate was 
introduced on a temporary basis as part of the Jobs Initiative from July 2011 to December 2013 
and was aimed at boosting tourism and the creation of additional jobs in that sector. The rate 
was designed to be temporary, but was maintained in subsequent Budgets. In 2016, the Pro-
gramme for Partnership Government committed to maintaining the 9% VAT rate, dependent on 
prices remaining competitive in the sector. I decided in Budget 2018 not to make any change to 
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the 9% VAT rate. However, I accepted that the rate must be subject to analysis. In this context, 
I asked my Department to undertake a comprehensive study of all aspects of the 9% VAT rate 
ahead of Budget 2019.

The “Review of the 9% VAT rate: Analysis of Economic and Sectoral Developments” was 
published by my Department in July 2018, in order to better inform any decision in relation 
to the 9% reduced rate going forward. In addition to assessing the relevance, cost, value-for-
money, and impact to date of the 9% VAT rate, the Review also looked at the estimated impact 
on the relevant sectors were the rate to be increased.

The Review found that tourism expenditure was more sensitive to income growth and the 
economic cycle than price changes. The economy is currently performing well, with high levels 
of employment and strong demand in the tourism sector. This positive economic outlook means 
that the income channel of demand is likely to ensure that economic activity within the sector 
remains strong. The Review concluded that the VAT rating applied to the tourism sector should 
not greatly impact demand or employment in the sector. The Budget decision to increase the 
VAT rate was made following this analysis.

Furthermore, the Revenue Commissioners also published a report on the 9% VAT Rate in 
June 2018 which analyses the output and employment impact of the 9% VAT rate using Rev-
enue data. The analysis found an estimated increase in employment of on average 1.8 employ-
ees for each firm benefitting from the reduced rate in the accommodation and food sector in the 
year following the introduction of the reduced rate. However, beyond the short term, they were 
unable to distinguish the impact of the rate on employment from the impact of other factors in 
the economy.

Given the impact of an increase in the VAT rate on the hospitality sector has only recently 
been reviewed by my Department and the Revenue Commissioners, there does not seem to cur-
rently be a case for reviewing the impact of the increase.

However, in noting that changes made in Budget 2019 may present a challenge to the tour-
ism and hospitality sector, an extra €35 million was allocated to the Department of Transport, 
Tourism and Sport in order to provide more targeted supports. This allocation includes targeted 
supports of €4.5 million for regional initiatives such as Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands and the 
Wild Atlantic Way, and nearly €10 million for the development of greenways.

18/06/2019WRG05900Tax Code

18/06/2019WRG06000143. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance his views on the country-by-
country report of the European Commission recommending that the State limit the scope and 
number of tax expenditures and broaden the tax base; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25325/19]

18/06/2019WRG06100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The European Commission published 
the draft Country Specific Recommendations (CSRs) on 5 June.

The overall objective of the CSRs is to encourage the Member States to increase their growth 
potential by continuing to improve their economies and further strengthening their economic 
resilience. It recommends that Member States should prioritise investment needs and address 
bottlenecks and reforms over the next twelve to eighteen months with the aim of improving 
sustainable and inclusive growth.  

The purpose of the European Semester, of which the CSRs are part, is to coordinate eco-
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nomic policies across EU Member States to help achieve aggregate macroeconomic stability 
and growth. It involves monitoring of progress by the Commission and discussion with Mem-
ber States on their economic position and budgetary plans. It culminates in July with the adop-
tion by ECOFIN of the Country Specific Recommendations, which Member States take into 
account as part of their budgetary cycle.

As part of this process, three CSRs were issued to Ireland for 2019 and 2020, one of which 
was that we should seek to:

“Achieve the medium-term budgetary objective in 2020. Use windfall gains to accelerate the 
reduction of the general government debt ratio. Limit the scope and number of tax expenditures, 
and broaden the tax base. Continue to address features of the tax system that may facilitate 
aggressive tax planning, and focus in particular on outbound payments. Address the expected 
increase in age related expenditure by making the healthcare system more cost-effective and by 
fully implementing pension reform plans  .”

In respect of the element of that recommendation selected by the Deputy, I  can confirm that 
I, and my Department, continue to review the range of tax expenditures to ensure they remain 
fit for purpose and make a positive contribution to the lives of the citizens who avail of/benefit 
from them and to the economy as a whole.  I  can also confirm that I and my Department, con-
tinue to seek ways to broaden the tax base that do not run contrary to the growth focus of this 
Government.

18/06/2019WRG06200Tax Code

18/06/2019WRG06300144. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance his views on the country-by-
country report of the European Commission recommending the State to cut its fossil fuel subsi-
dies and to send a stronger price signal to investors by committing to a schedule of increases in 
the carbon tax over the next decade; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25327/19]

18/06/2019WRG06400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I welcome the publication of the draft 
Country Specific Recommendations (CSR) for Ireland which form part of the overall European 
Semester process.  

The Commission has opined that Ireland has further potential to improve the way its tax 
system can support environmental objectives. Reducing fossil fuel subsidies and committing to 
a schedule of increases in the carbon tax over the next decade are viewed as possible measures 
in this regard.   

The Joint Oireachtas Committee on Climate Action has also recommended that a trajec-
tory of increases in the rate of Carbon Tax up to €80 by 2030 should be implemented once an 
evidence based plan is in place to provide supports for climate action measures including the 
provision of supports for fuel poverty.  As recommended by the Joint Committee on Climate 
Action, my Department has launched a public consultation on the options for use of revenue 
raised from increases in the Carbon Tax. The feedback received from this consultation will help 
to inform future Carbon Tax policy options. The consultation is open for submissions until 28th 
June 2019 and is accessible at the following link: 

  https://assets.gov.ie/9384/b078dbb6c7614c748b897ba01b481532.pdf.

An examination of fossil fuel tax subsidies and carbon tax will take place in the Tax Strategy 
Group papers as part of the annual budgetary process.
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18/06/2019WRH00200Pensions Reform

18/06/2019WRH00300145. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if as part of the work of 
the interdepartmental pensions reform and taxation group he will ensure that notwithstand-
ing reforms to pension tax relief, the application of pension tax relief will continue to apply 
equally to both private and public sector workers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25334/19]

18/06/2019WRH00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Government published A Road-
map for Pensions Reform 2018 - 2023 in February last year. The Roadmap takes a holistic view 
of pension issues and details specific measures presented under six strands. 

Implementation of the Roadmap is primarily a matter for my colleague the Minister for Em-
ployment Affairs and Social Protection and her Department, but the Interdepartmental Pensions 
Reform and Taxation Group (IDPRTG) was allocated a number of specific measures under the 
Roadmap. 

The IDPRTG is chaired by the Department of Finance and includes representatives from the 
Department of Public Expenditure & Reform, the Department of Employment Affairs & Social 
Protection, Revenue and the Pensions Authority. 

The actions allocated to the IDPRTG under the Roadmap derive in the main from Strand 
3, which is concerned with improving the governance and regulation of supplementary pen-
sions to, among other things, achieve scale, improve standards and simplify the provision of 
pensions.  This includes Action 3.13 which is a review of the cost of funded supplementary 
pensions to the Exchequer which comprises an assessment of the economic and social benefits 
delivered and an evaluation of equity in the distribution of tax expenditure on pensions.

The IDPRTG has been considering these action points as part of a process that included a 
public consultation and is due to report to me on these matters in the coming months.

  Question No. 146 answered with Question No. 128.

18/06/2019WRH00600Departmental Properties

18/06/2019WRH00700147. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the amount of land pur-
chased and leased by size and amount expended in the past five years to date; the location of 
same; the term of the lease and amount expended per year in cases in which land is leased; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25385/19]

18/06/2019WRH00800148. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the number of buildings 
and property purchased and leased and the amount expended in the past five years to date; the 
location of same; the term of the lease and the amount expended per year in cases in which 
properties are leased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25402/19]

18/06/2019WRH00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 147 
and 148 together.

In response to the Deputy’s question my Department has not purchased or leased buildings, 
property or land in the past five years. The Department is a client of the Office of Public Works 
for all property related matters.
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18/06/2019WRH01100Property Tax Application

18/06/2019WRH01200149. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider allowing VAT 
paid on maintenance fees on apartments to be offset against the local property tax, LPT, in bud-
get 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25433/19]

18/06/2019WRH01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Government decided that the LPT 
should be centred on the principles of equity, transparency and simplicity and that a universal 
liability should apply to all owners of residential property with a limited number of exemptions 
and reliefs.  Limiting the reliefs available allows the rate to be kept to a minimum for those li-
able persons who do not qualify for relief.

Properties in managed estates, to which management fees apply, would have been pur-
chased by their owners in the knowledge that they would be taking on commitments to partake 
in, and to fund, the management of the estate, and that it was the intention that many such 
estates would not be taken in charge by local authorities, nor would it be appropriate for local 
authorities to do so.

Management fees in these estates can include services such as refuse collection, mainte-
nance of common areas as well as a sinking fund for certain repairs to the buildings, depending 
on circumstances. These are costs which homeowners in other households have to fund them-
selves for their own properties. 

Revenue from the LPT accrues to local authorities and supports the provision of local ser-
vices.  Local authorities provide a broad range of services in the public realm, which benefit 
the wider community.  The proper functioning of these services are important for the well-
being of every community and household.  These include: fire and emergency services; road 
maintenance and cleaning; street lighting; spatial and development planning and other similar 
services; regulatory and inspection functions and business support services, as well as libraries, 
parks, and other recreation and cultural public amenities.  The benefits of these services accrue 
to all members of society.

A requirement to pay management fees is not relevant in determining whether a property is 
subject to the LPT.  Accordingly, whilst those who are liable for management fees to property 
management companies may be exempt from LPT for another reason, or may be entitled to 
avail of a deferral arrangement under the provisions contained in the legislation, there is no 
specific exemption for the payment of management fees, nor is there provision to offset the 
VAT paid on management fees against LPT.  There are no plans to change this basis of liability 
to LPT.

Following the publication of the recent inter-Departmental review of the LPT I have com-
menced an engagement with the Oireachtas Budgetary Oversight Committee in relation to the 
appropriate way forward for the tax. In that context I have indicated my willingness to engage 
with the committee on the issue of taxpayers whose property is located in a managed estate on 
which the owner of the property is liable to the payment of management fees.

18/06/2019WRH01400Financial Services Regulation

18/06/2019WRH01500150. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the Central Bank is noti-
fied by life assurance companies of instances in which claims on policies are not paid out on the 
basis of non-disclosure; if so, if the most up to date statistics in this area will be provided; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25484/19]
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18/06/2019WRH01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset, it is important to note 
that while as Minister for Finance, I am responsible for the development of the legal framework 
governing financial regulation, it is the Central Bank of Ireland that is responsible for the day-
to-day supervision of life assurance companies.  However, in order to assist the Deputy, my of-
ficials contacted the Central Bank of Ireland about this query and the Bank has informed them 
that there is no requirement on life assurance companies to report data on claims refused due to 
issues of non-disclosure, and therefore does not receive such notifications.  In that regard, no 
statistics are available.  

The Deputy will be aware that the Central Bank of Ireland’s Consumer Protection Code was 
introduced in 2006 and revised in 2012.  It requires firms to act honestly fairly and profession-
ally in the best interest of consumers, and to act with due care and diligence.  The Code contains 
specific requirements in respect of the handing of claims, such as requiring firms to have certain 
procedures in place for handling claims and requirements around the provision of information 
to consumers on claims.  While the Central Bank of Ireland does not adjudicate on individual 
consumer complaints, the Code sets out how a regulated entity must engage with a consumer on 
complaints, which includes complaints around the handing of insurance claims.

In situations where a person is not satisfied with the actions of an insurance provider in terms 
of the settlement of a claim, it is advisable that person make a complaint to the firm’s internal 
complaint resolution process.  The Consumer Protection Code requires that if after 40 days the 
complaint has not been resolved to the customer’s satisfaction, the regulated entity must inform 
the consumer that they may refer their complaint to the Financial Services and Pensions Om-
budsman (FSPO).  Investigations by the FSPO are free of charge to the complainant.  

Finally, I understand that the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman’s website, www.
fspo.ie, has a searchable database and it may be helpful to look at previous decisions the Om-
budsman has made in relation to this issue.

18/06/2019WRH01700Credit Register Data

18/06/2019WRH01800151. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of records held 
by the Central Credit Register in respect of individual borrowers by the type of loans collated, 
the number of borrowers and the statistics in aggregate form of records of payments missed 
across the categories in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25485/19]

18/06/2019WRH01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 30 of the Credit Reporting Act 
2013, provides that “The Bank may produce—

… and

 (b)   general reports, analyses and statistics from which credit information subjects

cannot be identified  .”

The Central Credit Register is focusing on the completion of the timeline for the submission 
of information to the Central Credit Register by lenders.  In this regard, Hire Purchase, PCPs 
and similar type products will be brought onto the Register on 30 June 2019.

I have been advised by the Bank that it has not yet acted under the powers provided by Sec-
tion 30, but intends to do in the future, once a full review and analysis of the statistical informa-
tion on the Central Credit Register has been completed.
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18/06/2019WRH02000Tax Code

18/06/2019WRH02100152. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider introducing 
a super tax on insurance companies in the form of a surcharge on corporation tax or by other 
means; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25514/19]

18/06/2019WRH02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As a small open economy, connected 
to Europe, the US and the wider world, Ireland is committed to a competitive, transparent and 
stable corporation tax system.  Our corporation tax system follows the principle of applying 
low rates to a broad base, which is widely recognised as being the most economically efficient 
model.  Maintaining a corporation tax system that is sustainable and which meets the highest 
international standards allows us to offer certainty, which facilitates business planning, invest-
ment and job creation in Ireland. The proposed introduction of a corporation tax surcharge for 
insurance companies would not be in keeping with our commitment to a sustainable and stable 
corporation tax system.  I would also note that State Aid implications would need to be consid-
ered in proposing any change which would provide a varied rate of tax to any targeted cohort 
of taxpayers.  

Furthermore, I am of the view that the introduction of any super tax surcharge for insur-
ance companies would ultimately have a negative impact on consumers and businesses.  There 
would be a very real risk that such a move would simply drive insurance prices up further, as 
this tax would almost certainly be passed on to the policyholder.  Such a proposal might also 
send out the wrong signal to insurers considering establishing in Ireland and therefore decrease 
future competition in the market, reducing choice for consumers.  

For these reasons I do not believe the introduction of a corporation tax surcharge for insur-
ance companies, as suggested by the Deputy, would be appropriate.

18/06/2019WRH02300Property Tax Data

18/06/2019WRH02400153. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated number of new 
households which would pay the local property tax, LPT, if the exemptions for properties built 
in 2013 ceased and if all residential properties built since 2013 were included; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25551/19]

18/06/2019WRH02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Local Property Tax (LPT) provides for 
certain properties to be exempt from the tax during a valuation period. For the current valuation 
period (now extended to cover from 2013 to 2020), these include properties purchased between 
1 January 2013 and 31 December 2013 and trading stock of builders/developers unsold at 1 
May 2013 or sold in the period 1 January 2013 to 31 October 2020.

In addition, properties built after the current valuation date (1 May 2013) remain outside the 
charge of LPT until the following valuation date (1 November 2020).  As the owners of such 
properties are not required to submit LPT returns or valuations to Revenue, their number is not 
recorded. 

For the report of the Interdepartmental Review Group on LPT, Revenue and the Department 
of Finance compiled estimates of the number of properties, either with an exemption due to end 
or new properties that would become liable to LPT in a new valuation period. The information 
was based on a combination of Revenue LPT data and Stamp Duty files, Central Statistics Of-
fice data, Departmental forecasts of housing construction and other information. 
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The compiled estimates indicate that between 60,000 and 80,000 such properties would 
become liable to LPT if the exemptions in question were ceased.

18/06/2019WRH02600Garda Station Refurbishment

18/06/2019WRH02700154. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
when a carpark will be constructed at a Garda station (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24860/19]

18/06/2019WRH02800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I can confirm that the Office of Public Works (OPW) received an enquiry from 
local Gardaí about developing the parking facilities at the Garda Station in question.  A quota-
tion for the work was provided to Garda Estate Management (GEM), which must approve fund-
ing before the work can be scheduled by OPW for delivery.  GEM have confirmed the proposed 
car park remains under consideration.

18/06/2019WRH02900Office of Public Works Properties

18/06/2019WRH03000155. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the status of the building in O’Connell Street, Dublin 1, from which a Garda station operated; 
the level of preservation or renovation the OPW has invested in the property since its closure; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24939/19]

18/06/2019WRH03100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works (OPW) has not invested in the preservation and 
maintenance of the office buildings known as 44 and 45 O’Connell Street, as the future use of 
the property has been under consideration.  The properties are currently vacant.  Their future 
use is being considered in line with OPW’s policy on surplus vacant property, which is as fol-
lows:

1. Identify if the property is required/suitable for alternative State use by either Government 
Departments or the wider public sector.

2. If there is no other State use identified for a property, the OPW will then consider dis-
posing of the property on the open market if and when conditions prevail, in order to generate 
revenue for the Exchequer.

3. If no State requirement is identified or if a decision is taken not to dispose of a particular 
property, the OPW may consider community involvement (subject to a detailed written submis-
sion, which would indicate that the community/voluntary group has the means to insure, main-
tain and manage the property and that there are no ongoing costs for the Exchequer).

18/06/2019WRH03200Carer’s Allowance Payments

18/06/2019WRH03300156. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that guards in the Irish Prison Service whose families 
are in receipt of a carer’s allowance have recently had their payments suspended following an 
instruction by inspectors from his Department that all carer’s allowance payments be reviewed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25054/19]
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18/06/2019WRH03400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy 
may be aware, the administration of carer’s allowance payments is a matter for the Department 
of Employment Affairs and Social Protection. This includes decisions about entitlement to this 
allowance and the level of payments to be made to qualifying individuals. The Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform does not carry out inspections of carer’s allowances payments.

18/06/2019WRH03500Office of Public Works Properties

18/06/2019WRH03600157. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the amount of funding directed to the conservation and management of buildings in the care 
of the OPW in 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019, by year, amount, building name and location in 
tabular form; the levels of engagement he has had with State tourism bodies regarding same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25248/19]

18/06/2019WRH03700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): It is inferred from the Deputy’s Question that she is referring to the historic es-
tate in State care, specifically National Monuments & Historic Properties, rather than the entire 
portfolio of all buildings managed by the OPW.

The Office of Public Works is responsible for the conservation, management and presenta-
tion of:

- approximately 1,000 National Monuments that are in State ownership or guardianship at 
768 locations 

- 32 other significant Historic Properties.

The conservation and presentation of these sites to the public involves a range of activities 
including major and minor conservation projects, ongoing maintenance of both buildings and 
grounds and works to facilitate or improve the presentation and interpretation of sites includ-
ing Guide services, which are provided at 70 sites around the country, on either a full-time or 
seasonal basis.

As the National Monuments estate is funded as a single entity with a corresponding skilled 
workforce to cover major requirements in relation to conservation and other tasks, it is not pos-
sible to readily provide a breakdown of spending per site.  The following table below reflects 
the overall amount spent on the National Monuments estate for the years in question.

2017 2018 2019 (to date)
25,762,614 27,949,707 11,415,666

OPW provides protection, maintenance, presentation and day-to-day management of a 
number of other historic State owned properties.  A breakdown of spending by site of funding 
provided to all such properties for the years in question is given hereunder.   In a certain number 
of cases, (eg: Phoenix Park) spending at smaller sites in the same vicinity are bundled within the 
larger properties which hold management and maintenance responsibility for them.

Name of Site 2017 2018 2019 (to date)
Altamount €337,461 €316,800 €145,913 
Annesgrove €852,584 €667,127 €141,976 
Battle of the Boyne €933,927 €727,884  €249,200
Blasket Visitor Centre €197,820 €122,617  €54,330
Botanic Gardens €2,703,924 €2,831,311  €1,431,484
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Name of Site 2017 2018 2019 (to date)
Casino Marino €81,403 €13,438  €533
Castletown €1,907,081 €1,933,727  €676,740
Derrynane €408,802 €443,160  €174,427
Doneraile €347,256 €456,859  €393,348
Dublin Castle €3,932,429 €4,571,141  €2,494,838
Emo Court €617,958 €647,229 €600,741 
Farmleigh €3,104,565 €2,907,409  €1,734,743
Fota Arboretum €268,706 €286,310  €110,000
Garden of Remembrance €186,563 €164,584  €84,279
Garinish Island €573,946 €498,391  €173,045
Glebe Gallery €363,284 €292,272  €105,202
Heywood €136,429 €117,037  €23,953
Iveagh Gardens €144,502 €153,101  €54,379
JFK Memorial Park €771,600 €1,038,060 €359,229 
Kilkenny €1,938,547 €1,905,726  €857,043
Kilmacurragh €329,922 €352,939  €166,496
Phoenix Park €4,566,245 €4,171,881  €1,663,,562
Rathfarnham Castle €166,107 €147,536  €43,143
RHK €10,426 €11,121 €0
St. Endas €801,507 €786,599  €343,118
St. Stephen’s Green €993,816 €1,124,338  €497,569
War Memorial Gardens €290,023 €338,262  €137,180

€26,966,834 €27,026,859  €12,715,471

Understanding that many of these heritage sites are significant visitor attractions, OPW and 
the Department of Culture Heritage and the Gaeltacht have for many years had a close working 
relationship with Fáilte Ireland, the national tourism development authority, in relation to the 
heritage estate in their care.   

At a practical level, there has been strong longstanding cooperation evident in relation to 
many high profile sites such as Newgrange, Rock of Cashel and Dublin Castle where OPW di-
rectly engages with Fáilte Ireland programmes in support of Irish businesses working within the 
tourism economy, including participation in Industry events such as Meitheal.   Additionally, 
Fáílte Ireland has also provided supports to OPW in relation to relevant areas such as Guide 
Training, Customer Service planning, Marketing and Tourism research and OPW participates in 
working groups in support of the major Fáilte brand areas Ireland’s Ancient East, Wild Atlantic 
Way, Ireland’s Hidden Heartllands and Dublin, Surprising by Nature  .   

More formally, at a senior level, OPW, DCHG & Fáilte Ireland have also, since 2015, formed 
a Strategic Partnership to manage and direct the Government’s Tourism Capital Development 
Programme 2016 - 2021 in respect of cultural and heritage sites within the portfolio.   Under 
this Programme, the Partners have, working collaboratively in a Steering Group structure, de-
veloped a stream of capital funding proposals totalling an estimated €23.5m to date which are 
majority funded by Fáilte Ireland and which are designed to both renew existing visitor facili-
ties and provide new infrastructure investment where it can reap most benefit.

18/06/2019WRH03800Freedom of Information Data

18/06/2019WRH03900158. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the number of freedom of information requests granted, part granted, refused, transferred to an 



18 June 2019

73

appropriate body or withdrawn or handled outside freedom of information in 2018, in tabular 
form. [25277/19]

18/06/2019WRH04000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table:

Granted Part Granted Refused Transferred Withdrawn Handled outside of FOI Total
60 68 67 0 5 7 207

18/06/2019WRH04100National Monuments

18/06/2019WRH04200159. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the amount expended in the past three years to date on the upkeep and maintenance of national 
monuments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25310/19]

18/06/2019WRH04300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works is responsible for the conservation, management 
and presentation of:

- approximately 1,000 National Monuments that are in State ownership or guardianship at 
768 locations

- 32 other significant Historic Properties.

The conservation and presentation of these sites to the public involves a range of activities 
including major and minor conservation projects, ongoing maintenance of both buildings and 
grounds and works to facilitate or improve the presentation and interpretation of sites includ-
ing Guide services, which are provided at 70 sites around the country, on either a full-time or 
seasonal basis.

The following table reflects the overall amount spent on the National Monuments estate for 
the years in question.

2017 2018 2019 (to date)
25,762,614 27,949,707 11,415,666

OPW provides protection, maintenance, presentation and day-to-day management of a 
number of other historic State owned properties.

2017 2018 2019 (to date)
€26,966,834 €27,026,859 €12,715,471

18/06/2019WRH04400Pension Provisions

18/06/2019WRH04500160. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the mea-
sures he plans to take to address the pension entitlements of female civil servants who left the 
workforce in job-share arrangements to care for their children and have lost out on full pension 
entitlements even though many women that stayed at home full-time have had their pension 
paid as a result of the homemakers credit system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25345/19]

18/06/2019WRH04600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): First, I should 
clarify that the civil service worksharing scheme allows the individual to avail of a variety of 
attendance patterns so as to be able to combine work and personal responsibilities or choices. 
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Thus, it does not involve leaving the workforce. The career break scheme, on the other hand, 
gives the individual the possibility to take special leave without pay for a variety of reasons, 
including for family and other domestic reasons.

On the matter of pension entitlements, the Deputy will appreciate that the terms of occupa-
tional pension schemes (both private sector and public service pension schemes) are separate 
and distinct from the conditions laid down by the Department of Employment Affairs and So-
cial Protection in relation to the State Pension (contributory).  

For example, it is a fundamental feature of occupational pension schemes and of the regu-
latory framework within which they operate that pension entitlements are, in general, earned 
in respect of periods of paid employment and having regard to the amounts of remuneration 
earned. The State Pension (contributory), on the other hand, has regard to each person’s social 
insurance record, which may include periods in insurable employment, voluntary contributions 
and credited contributions.  

Any attempt to insert home credits into the civil service pension scheme (and into public 
service occupational pension schemes generally) would run counter to fundamental principles 
underpinning those schemes and would represent a very substantial cost to the State.

I would also point out that civil servants have the option to purchase notional pensionable 
service at full cost to themselves and subject to the normal purchase scheme limits, including 
compliance with Revenue limits in relation to the obtaining of tax relief on their purchase con-
tributions, and so may compensate in this way for any shortfall in their pension as a result of 
having participated in the worksharing or career break schemes.

In relation to the Single Public Service Pension Scheme, which is the career average defined 
benefit pension scheme applicable to most new entrant public servants from January 2013, 
arrangements to facilitate the purchase of Single Scheme benefits additional to the benefits ac-
crued based on pensionable remuneration earned by the Scheme member, have recently been 
introduced.

18/06/2019WRH04700Departmental Properties

18/06/2019WRH04800161. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the amount of land purchased and leased by size and amount expended in the past five years to 
date; the location of same; the term of the lease and amount expended per year in cases in which 
land is leased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25390/19]

18/06/2019WRH04900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): There has 
been no land purchased nor leased by my Department in the last five years.

18/06/2019WRH05000Departmental Properties

18/06/2019WRH05100162. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the number of buildings and property purchased and leased and the amount expended in the 
past five years to date; the location of same; the term of the lease and the amount expended 
per year in cases in which properties are leased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25407/19]

18/06/2019WRH05200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In the past 
five years, my Department has not purchased any buildings nor property from its Vote (Vote 11).  
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The Department is financing one lease from its own Vote.  This lease is with the Technical 
University Dublin for learning facilities to support the Civil Service Learning and Development 
programme.  The lease commenced in December 2018 with a cost of €10,800 that year.  The 
cost of the lease in 2019 is €135,926.  Further detail is set out in the following table.

DPER Vote 11 
lease

Duration Commenced Cost per year Cost 2018 Cost 2019 (full 
year)

Location

Technical   Uni-
versity Dublin

2 Years and 1 
Month

December   2018 €135,926 €10,800 €135,926 Mountjoy 
Square, Dublin

18/06/2019WRH05300Departmental Budgets

18/06/2019WRH05400163. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the con-
cerns within his Department on spending in his Department as reported in a newspaper (details 
supplied); his views on whether there will be a supplementary estimate in 2019 for his Depart-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25491/19]

18/06/2019WRH05500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Managing the 
delivery of public services within budgetary allocations is a key responsibility of every Depart-
ment and Minister. My Department is in regular contact with all other Departments and Offices 
to ensure that expenditure is being managed within the overall fiscal parameters. 

The drawdown of funds from the Exchequer is reported on each month against expenditure 
profiles in the Fiscal Monitor published by the Department of Finance. As outlined in the Fiscal 
Monitor, at the end of May, overall gross voted expenditure of €26 billion was €145 million (0.6 
per cent) behind profile but up by 8.2 per cent in year-on-year terms, with a key element of the 
year-on-year increase being expenditure in the Health sector.

Gross voted health expenditure at the end of May is €35m (0.5%) behind profile, however 
this expenditure of almost €7.1bn represents a 10% increase on the same period in 2018. This 
annual rate of expenditure, if it were to continue for the full year, would represent a significant 
risk in terms of expenditure management. 

Given the priority placed on achieving the fiscal targets for 2019 and 2020 outlined in the 
Stability Programme Update, a key consideration is the impact of any additional expenditure on 
the overall fiscal position. Any increase in expenditure in one sector, unless offset by expendi-
ture underspends elsewhere, either voted or non-voted, or additional revenues, would result in a 
deterioration in the general government surplus from a projected 0.2 per cent of GDP this year 
and 0.4 per cent of GDP next year.

18/06/2019WRH05600Education and Training Boards Data

18/06/2019WRH05700164. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of staff 
employed at the National Construction Training Centre in Mount Lucas, County Offaly; and the 
courses available there. [25440/19]

18/06/2019WRH05800165. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of par-
ticipants that received training at the National Construction Training Centre in Mount Lucas, 
County Offaly in each of the past five years. [25441/19]

18/06/2019WRH05900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 164 and 165 together.
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The National Construction Training Centre in Mount Lucas caters for construction plant 
training and was established by FÁS in 2008. 

Following the establishment of SOLAS as the agency for further education and training 
in 2013, responsibility for former FÁS training centres was transferred to the Education and 
Training Boards. Mount Lucas was transferred from SOLAS to Laois and Offaly Education and 
Training Board (LOETB) in July 2014. 

The facility is the only recognised training centre in Ireland to test plant drivers for the 
equivalent UK certification, which means plant operators are certified as being competent both 
in Ireland and the UK to operate plant machinery. 

There are 5 staff employed by LOWEB working at Mount Lucas. The remaining informa-
tion regarding courses and the numbers of participants requested by the deputy is attached.

The number of participants that received training at the National Construction Training 
Centre in Mount Lucas, County Offaly 2014 - 2018.

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Construction Skills Certification Scheme(CSCS) 250 144 152 233 182
Construction Plant Competence Scheme(CPCS) 124 190 115 59
Health Safety & Environmental(UK Safepass equivalent) 168 123 116 27
Construction & Specialist Training 82 159 127
Manual Handling 68
Abrasive Wheels Tools 46
Mobile Elevating Work Platforms 21
Mobile Elevating Work Platforms 23
Total 250 456 547 623 553

18/06/2019WRJ00200Schools Refurbishment

18/06/2019WRJ00300166. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps 
being taken regarding a prefab at a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24829/19]

18/06/2019WRJ00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that arrangements are in place to undertake refurbishment works during the summer months to 
a prefabricated unit that is not currently in use. The unit, comprising two rooms, will be ready 
for occupation for the commencement of the new school year and both schools will then have 
access to an additional classroom to meet their needs.   

18/06/2019WRJ00500Special Educational Needs Service Provision

18/06/2019WRJ00600167. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills the criteria used 
by schools to determine the need of a child for a National Educational Psychological Service, 
NEPS, assessment; the reason for the difficulty to get an assessment; the reason it is limited to 
two assessments per school regardless of need or size of school; if more funding will be made 
available for the assessment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24838/19]

18/06/2019WRJ00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy may be aware 
my Department in September 2017 introduced a new model to support pupils with special 
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educational needs in our schools.  The new model differs significantly from the old Resource 
Allocation Model, in that Special Education Teacher allocation is now frontloaded into schools 
to support children with special educational needs.  Rather than having to make individual ap-
plication to the NCSE for additional supports schools can now respond to individual needs in 
a flexible way and pupils do not have to have a psychological assessment, or a diagnosis of a 
disability, in order to access Special Education Teaching.  This means that those with highest 
level of need can access the highest level of support within the school in a timely manner.

Educational Psychologists from my Department’s National Educational Psychological Ser-
vice (NEPS) work with schools using a problem solving model to help schools identify need 
and interventions to support those needs.  Under the new model, NEPS encourages schools to 
use a continuum based assessment and intervention process whereby each school takes respon-
sibility for initial assessment, educational planning and remedial intervention for pupils with 
learning, emotional or behavioural difficulties. Teachers may consult their NEPS psychologist 
should they wish to for advice.  Only in the event of a failure to make reasonable progress, in 
spite of the school’s best efforts in consultation with NEPS, will the psychologist become in-
volved with an individual child for intensive intervention or assessment. 

This system is in line with international best practice and allows psychologists to give early 
attention to urgent cases and also to help many more children indirectly than could be seen in-
dividually. It also ensures that children are not referred unnecessarily for psychological assess-
ment and have equality of access to support prioritised on their individual needs. 

Therefore I can advise that parents should discuss concerns in relation to their child or 
young adult, in the first instance, with the Principal involved and request a review of his/her 
current Student Support Plan with a view to discussing his/her response to interventions in 
place and the appropriateness of involvement of the NEPs psychologist. 

I hope this clarifies the issue for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRJ00800State Examinations Commission

18/06/2019WRJ00900168. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the case of a person (detail supplied) who received violent threats; the duty 
of care procedures his Department and the State Examinations Commission have in place for 
such incidents; the legal avenues he and the commission plan to explore and deploy in relation 
to the of violent threats received by the person; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24862/19]

18/06/2019WRJ01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions.

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

18/06/2019WRJ01100Special Educational Needs Staff

18/06/2019WRJ01200169. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
for cutting the number of special needs assistants, SNAs, from a school (details supplied) from 
3.5 to 3.2 for September 2019; if he and the National Council for Special Education, NCSE, 
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will urgently review the proposal in order that incoming children for September 2019 in need 
of vital physical, communication and behavioural assistance will receive the care they need in 
order to attend school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24870/19]

18/06/2019WRJ01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.  

The closing date for receipt of appeals in regard to SNA allocations is Friday 27 September 
2019.

As this question relates to a particular school, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.

18/06/2019WRJ01400State Bodies Expenditure

18/06/2019WRJ01500170. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount of travel 
expenses and subsistence paid to each member of the Irish Research Council in each of the 
years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019. [24971/19]

18/06/2019WRJ01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The following table outlines 
the travel expenses and subsistence paid to members of the Irish Research Council for the years 
2016, 2017 and 2018.  There have been no payments made to members to date in 2019.

Irish Research Council Board Members - Expenses Paid
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Name 2016 2017 2018
James Gleeson 97.95 349.81 
Eithne McCabe 32.00 194.02 
Kieran Conboy 733.19 273.78 
Ursula Kilkelly 515.91 
Daniel Carey 481.61 
Sean Ryder (ceased 01/04/2016) 181.47 

18/06/2019WRJ01700Special Educational Needs Staff

18/06/2019WRJ01800171. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the decision 
to reduce special needs assistant hours for the coming new school year at a school (details 
supplied) in County Kerry will be reconsidered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24977/19]

18/06/2019WRJ01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.  

The closing date for receipt of appeals in regard to SNA allocations is Friday 27 September 
2019.

As this question relates to a particular school, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.
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18/06/2019WRJ02000Special Educational Needs Service Provision

18/06/2019WRJ02100172. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will engage 
with a school (details supplied) on the location on the site of a new build for a two classroom 
autism spectrum disorder unit; if he will request a technical team to visit the school in which 
the principal and management can explain their reasoning for advocating that the new build-
ing be attached to the existing school building; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24995/19]

18/06/2019WRJ02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that an official from my Department has been in contact with the Principal of the school 
to which he refers. A technical visit has been scheduled to take place at the school next week 
in order to assess further the optimal solution for the provision of the ASD unit at the School. 

18/06/2019WRJ02300Schools Amalgamation

18/06/2019WRJ02400173. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a com-
mitment with the amalgamation of three primary schools in Tuam, County Galway, has not 
been agreed by 1 September 2019, if DEIS band 1 status will be denied for the new school 
entity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25002/19]

18/06/2019WRJ02500174. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills if DEIS 
band 1 status can still be granted to the new single primary school in Tuam, County Galway, 
after 1 September 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [25003/19]

18/06/2019WRJ02600175. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills if DEIS 
Band 1 status cannot be granted to the new single primary school in (details supplied) after 1 
September 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25004/19]

18/06/2019WRJ02700176. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills if DEIS 
band 1 status currently held cannot be revoked or withdrawn in the event of a full amalgama-
tion not being complete by 1 September 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25005/19]

18/06/2019WRJ02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 173 to 176, inclusive, together. 

My Department’s position, taking into account the current DEIS status of the individual 
schools, is that on amalgamation, the newly amalgamated school will be granted DEIS Band 1 
status.  

In terms of future DEIS designation, the amalgamated school will be assessed on the same 
basis as every other school in the country with resources being allocated accordingly. Any 
changes in identification methodology applied to DEIS schools nationally will apply to the 
amalgamated school.

Officials from my Department have been in correspondence with the relevant stakeholders 
and have met with the person appointed by the Patron to co-ordinate the amalgamation process 
along with other representatives of the Diocese, to confirm the position in relation to DEIS 
status.  

If for some reason the amalgamation does not proceed, it is important that the schools con-
tact my Department to reverse the process.
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18/06/2019WRJ03200Schools Amalgamation

18/06/2019WRJ03300177. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he or his 
predecessors have made direct contact by phone to a person (details supplied) concerning the 
amalgamation of three Catholic primary schools; if so, the nature and content of the communi-
cation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25006/19]

18/06/2019WRJ03400178. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills the direc-
tions with time limits given to the representatives of an archdiocese (details supplied) concern-
ing the amalgamation of three Catholic primary schools and the creation of a single new school 
entity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25007/19]

18/06/2019WRJ03500179. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a design 
team has been appointed for a proposed Roman Catholic primary school in Tuam, County Gal-
way; if so, the person or body; when they were appointed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25008/19]

18/06/2019WRJ03600180. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills if funds 
have been allocated in capital budgets or otherwise for the construction of the new proposed 
Roman Catholic primary school in Tuam, County Galway; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25009/19]

18/06/2019WRJ03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 177 to 180, inclusive, together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that neither I nor my predecessor made direct contact with the 
person in question. 

I can confirm to the Deputy that the Patron of the amalgamated schools advised my Depart-
ment in writing that the three catholic primary schools in question were amalgamating on the 
1st   September 2019. My Department is currently working on the accommodation brief for the 
new school building in consultation with the school authority based on staffing schedules for 
the amalgamated schools. 

Given my the Department’s experience and assuming no significant issues arise during the 
project such as delay at planning permission stage it is reasonable to target 2022 for the com-
mencement of the construction phase for the project.

18/06/2019WRJ04100Schools Building Projects Applications

18/06/2019WRJ04200181. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding an application for an extension to a school (details supplied) in County Sligo; the prog-
ress to date with the proposal; when construction is likely to commence; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25030/19]

18/06/2019WRJ04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): A grant was approved under 
the Additional Accommodation Scheme to enable the Board of Management of the school in 
question to provide an extension to the school.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that the project was recently approved to proceed to con-
struction stage.  It is expected that construction will commence shortly.
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18/06/2019WRJ04400School Transport Administration

18/06/2019WRJ04500182. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an earlier drop-off 
time can be facilitated for buses servicing a school (details supplied) in order that the school can 
attract more students which would allow retention of adequate teaching numbers. [25036/19]

18/06/2019WRJ04600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of my Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

The purpose of the School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available resources, to sup-
port the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their nearest school.

Children are generally eligible for school transport if they satisfy the distance criteria and 
are attending their nearest school. Children who are eligible for school transport and who com-
plete the application process on time will be accommodated on school transport services where 
such services are in operation for the 2019/20 school year.  School transport services for eligible 
children generally operate during the ‘Standard School Year’ and are scheduled to facilitate a 
child’s attendance during normal school opening and closing times. 

Bus Éireann is responsible for the planning and timetabling of school transport routes. Bus 
Éireann endeavours, within available resources, to ensure that each eligible child has a reason-
able level of school transport service in the context of the Scheme nationally.

Bus Éireann has confirmed that there are currently two school transport scheme services 
operating to the school referred to by the Deputy, one of which arrives at the school at 9.05 a.m., 
the other at 9.15 a.m. and that the school starts at 9.30 a.m. 

Bus Éireann is currently considering applications for the 2019/20 school year.  School trans-
port scheme services operating to the school for the 2019/20 school year will be determined by 
the number of children who apply and are deemed eligible for school transport.

The terms of the School Transport Schemes are applied equitably on a national basis.

18/06/2019WRJ04700Special Educational Needs Service Provision

18/06/2019WRJ04800183. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the July provision for children (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25040/19]

18/06/2019WRJ04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department’s July Provi-
sion Grant Scheme provides funding for an extended school year for students with severe or 
profound intellectual disabilities and students with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD). 

The July Provision Grant allocations to siblings generally reflect the school grouping prin-
ciple. This is where one teacher is allocated to a class of six pupils at the appropriate educational 
level, primary or post primary. Within State-funded classes, differentiated needs are accommo-
dated through a differentiated approach in teaching. 

In general where a child is receiving their education in a class setting with other children of 
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mixed age and ability, this should carry through to their July Provision. Accordingly it is con-
sidered appropriate, as in a school situation, that a tutor should have the capacity to develop and 
deliver tuition in an environment which includes other children. 

 My Department also recognises, however, that it may be difficult to cater for the differenti-
ated needs of some siblings through a differentiated approach in tuition at home.  In recognition 
of the differentiated need of the siblings in question, my Department has sanctioned a 50% 
increase in the combined allocation of hours for the siblings referred to by the Deputy.    This 
has been communicated to the family.

My Department understands that circumstances of an exceptional nature may arise which 
justify separate allocations to be made to siblings. 

Applications in this regard will require supporting documentation including professional 
reports from a psychologist detailing the existing arrangements currently in place for the re-
spective children and providing sound reasons why the needs of both children can only be met 
if they are separated and tutored individually. 

An Information Note, outlining all the terms and conditions of the scheme including alloca-
tions to siblings, is available on the Department’s website at www.education.ie.   

18/06/2019WRJ05000Special Educational Needs Staff

18/06/2019WRJ05100184. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will review the 
situation in which a school (details supplied) in County Dublin has been informed that it is to 
lose three special needs assistant posts for the academic school year 2019/2020; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25042/19]

18/06/2019WRJ05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 



Questions - Written Answers

84

of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.  

The closing date for receipt of appeals in regard to SNA allocations is Friday 27 September 
2019.

As this question relates to particular school, I will refer the question to the NCSE for their 
direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.

18/06/2019WRJ05300Schools Building Projects Status

18/06/2019WRJ05400185. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress being 
made to provide a new school building for a school (details supplied) in County Dublin; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [25043/19]

18/06/2019WRJ05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that the building project for the school to which he refers is in the process of being 
devolved for delivery to Dublin and Dún Laoghaire Education and Training Board (DDLETB).

My Department will shortly be making the necessary arrangements to enter into a Service 
Level Agreement with DDLETB in that respect.  This is the first step to initiate the delivery 
of the project.  Thereafter, the ETB will procure a design team for the project to design the 
buildings, obtain the necessary statutory planning permissions and move the project onward to 
construction in due course.

18/06/2019WRJ05600Schools Building Projects Status

18/06/2019WRJ05700186. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress being 
made to provide an autism spectrum disorder unit at a school (details supplied); when the unit 
will be fully operational; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25044/19]

18/06/2019WRJ05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy may be aware, 
the school to which he refers was granted approval to build a two Classroom ASD unit under the 
Additional Accommodation Scheme 2014. It was devolved for delivery to the School Authori-
ties and the final drawdown for this grant was paid to the School Authorities in December 2018.

18/06/2019WRK00200Special Educational Needs Staff Data

18/06/2019WRK00300187. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of spe-
cial needs assistants, SNAs, for the academic year 2018/2019 in each primary and secondary 
school in Lucan, County Dublin; the number being allocated to each school for the academic 
year 2019/2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [25045/19]

18/06/2019WRK00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I announced on 27 May that 
792 additional SNA posts will be allocated to schools for the beginning of the 2019/20 school 
year, with up to 130 additional posts expected to be allocated by December 2019.
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By the end of this year, there will be up to 15,950 SNAs working in our schools, an increase 
of over 51% since 2011. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum 
of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the as-
sessed care needs of children qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

The NCSE publish the allocations for individual schools for each school year and this infor-
mation is available on their website, www.ncse.ie.

18/06/2019WRK00500Schools Building Projects Status

18/06/2019WRK00600188. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress being 
made regarding a school building project for a school (details supplied) following a revised 
stage 2b report being submitted in January 2019; the timeline for the project; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25046/19]

18/06/2019WRK00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of Architectural Planning – Stage 
2b (Detailed Design) which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation 
of tender documents. 

My Department is currently concluding the review of a revised Stage 2b submission and 
comments are expected to issue to the school and its design team shortly. 

The design team is requested to incorporate those comments into the tender documents and 
carry out a final review of all its tender documentation to ensure that it is complete, correct and 
in compliance with my Department’s requirements and with Building Control (Amendment) 
Regulations.

When the design team confirms the final review is complete, my Department will revert to 
the school with regard to the further progression of this project at that time.

18/06/2019WRK00800Schools Building Projects Status

18/06/2019WRK00900189. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department 
has received a revised stage 2b design application for a school building project (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25047/19]

18/06/2019WRK01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of Architectural Planning – Stage 
2b (Detailed Design) which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation 
of tender documents.  

Following the appointment of the replacement design team Quantity Surveyor, the design 
team is currently working on the Stage 2(b) report which on completion will be submitted to 
the Department for review.  
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In completing the Stage 2(b) report the Design Team is required to upgrade the current de-
sign to ensure that the new school building is a Near Zero Energy Building (NZEB) in compli-
ance with the 2017 amendment to Part L of the current Building Regulations. 

Upon receipt and review of the Stage 2(b) report my Department will revert to the school 
with regard to the further progression of this project at that time.

18/06/2019WRK01100Schools Site Acquisitions

18/06/2019WRK01200190. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the acquisi-
tion of additional land from South Dublin County Council adjacent to a school (details sup-
plied) will be complete; the timeframe for the future development of the school; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25048/19]

18/06/2019WRK01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The conveyancing process is 
underway in respect of the additional land to which the Deputy refers.   At this point it would be 
premature to give a timeframe for the future development of the school.  I can assure the Deputy 
that every effort is being made to expedite the process.

18/06/2019WRK01400Schools Building Projects Status

18/06/2019WRK01500191. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress being 
made in providing a new school building for a school (details supplied); the timeline for the 
project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25049/19]

18/06/2019WRK01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, a 
building project for the school to which he refers is included in my Department’s School Build-
ing Programme to be delivered as part of the National Development Plan.

My Department recently met with the school authority to discuss the project and is currently 
finalising the accommodation brief following the meeting. My Department advised the repre-
sentatives that further contact will be made with the school shortly.

18/06/2019WRK01700Schools Building Projects Status

18/06/2019WRK01800192. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
provision of an extension at a school (details supplied); the timeframe for the project; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [25051/19]

18/06/2019WRK01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of Architectural Planning – Stage 
2b (Detailed Design) which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation 
of tender documents.  

The design team is currently working on the Stage 2(b) report which on completion will be 
submitted to the Department for review.  In completing the Stage 2(b) report the Design Team 
is required to upgrade the current design to ensure that the new school building is a Near Zero 
Energy Building (NZEB) in compliance with the 2017 amendment to Part L of the current 
Building Regulations. 
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Department officials met with members of the Design Team and representatives from the 
school in question on Wednesday, 12th June to provide an update on the progress of the build-
ing project. Upon receipt and review of the Stage 2(b) report my Department will revert to the 
school with regard to the further progression of this project at that time. 

18/06/2019WRK02000Special Educational Needs Data

18/06/2019WRK02100193. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the schools at pri-
mary and secondary level in Lucan, County Dublin that have autism spectrum disorder, ASD, 
units; the capacity in each unit; his plans to increase the number of these units in Lucan; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [25052/19]

18/06/2019WRK02200194. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the schools at pri-
mary and secondary level in Clondalkin, Dublin 22 that have autism spectrum disorder, ASD, 
units; the capacity of each unit; his plans to increase the number of these units in Clondalkin; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [25053/19]

18/06/2019WRK02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 193 and 194 together.

I am aware of the need for increased specialist education provision in the Dublin area. 

The NCSE has informed my Department that they intend to establish 167 new special class-
es nationally for 2019/20 school year of which approximately 156 will be new ASD special 
classes, which includes new ASD classes in the areas referred to by the Deputy.

Ensuring that every child has a suitable placement available to them from September is a 
key priority for this Government. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a statutory function to plan and 
co-ordinate the provision of education and support services to children with special educational 
needs, in consultation with the relevant education partners and the Health Service Executive 
(HSE). 

This includes the establishment of special class and special school placements in various 
geographical areas where there is an identified need. 

From time to time, the NCSE identifies local areas where additional special class provision 
is required. In those circumstances, Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) work with 
the schools and families concerned to resolve the issues involved. This process is ongoing in the 
Dublin area and the NCSE are actively engaging with schools in relation to establishing ASD 
classes where there is an identified need for the 2019/2020 school year. 

When the NCSE sanction a special class in a school, the school can apply to my Department 
for capital funding to reconfigure existing spaces within the school building to accommodate 
the class and/or to construct additional accommodation.  

Similarly, where special schools wish to expand provision, the school can apply to my De-
partment for capital funding to accommodate additional placements.

There are 37 special schools and 237 special classes attached to mainstream schools in Co. 
Dublin.  

The number of ASD special classes in Co. Dublin have increased from 66 in 2011/2012 



Questions - Written Answers

88

to 197 in 2018/2019. Of these, 17 are ASD Early Intervention Classes, 139 are ASD Primary 
Classes and 41 are ASD Post Primary Classes. Each ASD Special class provides 6 placements.

Details of all special classes for children with special educational needs are available on 
www.ncse.ie.

The Government is spending nearly one euro in every five of the education budget on spe-
cial education – about €1.9 billion in 2019.  We have significantly increased the availability of 
special placements for children with special educational needs as well as bringing more and 
more children into mainstream education.

18/06/2019WRK02500Residential Institutions Statutory Fund

18/06/2019WRK02600195. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount remain-
ing in the fund allocated to Caranua for supporting survivors of institutional child abuse with 
their health, housing and other needs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25153/19]

18/06/2019WRK02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under Section 29 of the Resi-
dential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012 contributions from religious congregations towards 
Caranua are capped at €110 million plus any additional interest accrued or added to contribu-
tions.  To date, a total of €105 million, comprising contributions of some €103.6 million plus 
added interest of €1.382 million, has been received by my Department and made available to 
Caranua.  Accordingly, a further €6.4 million in cash contributions is required to achieve the 
capped amount of €110 million. 

A substantial cash contribution remains outstanding from the Congregation of Christian 
Brothers. Completion of this contribution will ensure that the entirety of the €110 million pro-
vided for in the legislation will have been received.  My officials are actively engaging with the 
Congregation in regard to this contribution.

Caranua publishes regular updates on its website (www.caranua.ie) regarding expenditure, 
applications, etc. The most recent update shows that to end April 2019, Caranua had expended 
some €85 million on supports and services and that it had open applications on hands from 
1,882 former residents.  Administration costs have also been incurred.

18/06/2019WRK02800Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

18/06/2019WRK02900196. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if Caranua or another 
body directly notified or caused to be directly notified in writing, all known survivors of insti-
tutional child abuse in relation to their right to apply to Caranua for support with their health, 
housing and other needs prior to 1 August 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[25154/19]

18/06/2019WRK03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Section 24 of the Residential 
Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012 deals with the transfer of personal data from the Residen-
tial Institutions Redress Board on survivors.  Under Section 24 (2) Caranua can use this infor-
mation in order to determine whether a person is eligible to make an application to the Board 
and for no other purpose.  Caranua would have acted illegally if it had contacted survivors on 
an individual basis.

Caranua advertised the August deadline through the placement of adverts in the following 
papers:
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- Irish Sunday Mirror

- Irish Mail on Sunday

- Sunday Business Post

- Sunday Independent

- Sunday Times

- Sunday World

- Irish Sun

- Belfast Telegraph

- Irish News

- Irish Post (UK)

- Irish World (UK)

- Irish Voice (USA)

Caranua also distributed 10,000 posters to organisations that may work with people who 
may be eligible to apply for support funding for services from the Fund (local health offices, 
social welfare offices, GPs, post offices, libraries etc), asking them to share this information 
through their networks, 

Where survivors were already in contact with Caranua, they did write to them to inform 
them of the date of the application deadline and to ask them to share this information with other 
survivors who may have not yet applied to Caranua.

18/06/2019WRK03100Residential Institutions Data

18/06/2019WRK03200197. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if Caranua has pro-
cessed applications for funding from survivors that were received after 1 August 2018; if so, 
the number of applications processed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25155/19]

18/06/2019WRK03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Caranua is an independent 
statutory body established under the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012 and I 
have no role in relation to its day to day operations. I have therefore requested my officials to 
contact Caranua requesting it to provide the information sought by the Deputy directly to him.  
I should point out also that Caranua publishes regular updates on its website, www.caranua.ie, 
including statistical information regarding applications received and processed and expenditure 
incurred.

18/06/2019WRK03400School Accommodation

18/06/2019WRK03500198. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will address 
an issue that has arisen at a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25157/19]

18/06/2019WRK03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
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that my Department has received an application from the Patron of the school, in question, for 
the provision of Capital funding for additional accommodation. The application is currently 
under consideration and once the assessment process has been completed a decision will be 
conveyed directly to the school authority.

In the meantime, I can also advise that the Patron has sought funding towards the provision 
of an interim accommodation solution. I am pleased to advise the Deputy that my Department 
has recently approved funding to allow the Patron proceed with the interim accommodation 
solution identified.

18/06/2019WRK03700School Admissions

18/06/2019WRK03800199. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he expects 
reforms of school waiting lists to be implemented as set out in the Education (Admissions to 
Schools) Act 2018 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25208/19]

18/06/2019WRK03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Education (Admission 
to Schools) Act 2018, which was signed into law by the President on the 18th July 2018, is an 
important piece of legislation which will introduce a more parent-friendly, equitable and consis-
tent approach to how school admissions policy operates for the almost 4,000 primary and post-
primary schools in this country and a fair and balanced school admission process for all pupils. 

In relation to waiting lists, the Act provides that, subject to the exception in section 62(11), a 
school will no longer be permitted to use a selection criteria based on the time or date on which 
an application for admission is received. 

However, in relation to existing lists based on the date of receipt of application, these may 
be used by schools to offer places, in accordance with the provisions of section 62(11), for a 5 
year period following commencement of that section.  

A number of sections of the Act were commenced in 2018 and are now operational. My 
Department has begun the process of consultation with the Education Partners in relation to the 
preparation of regulations that are required alongside commencement of the remaining sections. 

In that regard, I have outlined that it is my intention to commence the remaining provisions 
of the Act so that they will apply to applications for admission in respect of the 2021/22 school 
year.

18/06/2019WRK04000Schools Building Projects Status

18/06/2019WRK04100200. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
a request for a school extension by a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25259/19]

18/06/2019WRK04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Major Project at the 
school referred to by the Deputy is at Stage 1 of architectural planning which entails prelimi-
nary design of site and location suitability and initial sketch scheme. 

A revised Stage 1 submission, including an up to date cost plan, was requested from the 
Design Team following an increase in the schedule of accommodation to cater for up to 1200 
pupils. That submission has been received and a review has been completed with comments for 
action issued to the School and its Design Team. 
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A further review has yielded a proposal for an increase in accommodation to a 1300 pupil 
school, which has been accepted by the school. The Design Team has been instructed to provide 
an initial sketch scheme for a 1300 pupil school, and submit to the Department for review. Pro-
fessional fees have been agreed with the Design Team members for this additional task. 

Following the review my Department will then be in contact with the Board of Management 
of the school with regard to the progression of the project. 

This project is included in my Department’s Construction Programme which is being deliv-
ered under the National Development Plan.

18/06/2019WRK04300Special Educational Needs Service Provision

18/06/2019WRK04400201. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to ad-
dress the crisis regarding a shortage of school places and autism spectrum disorder, ASD, units 
for children with autism who are being denied access to school; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [25260/19]

18/06/2019WRK04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am aware of the need for 
increased specialist education provision in the Dublin area. 

The NCSE has informed my Department that they intend to establish 167 new special class-
es nationally for 2019/20 school year of which approximately 156 will be new ASD special 
classes.

124 special schools also provide specialist education for those students with complex spe-
cial educational needs.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a statutory function to plan and 
co-ordinate the provision of education and support services to children with special educational 
needs, in consultation with the relevant education partners and the Health Service Executive 
(HSE). 

This includes the establishment of special class and special school placements in various 
geographical areas where there is an identified need. 

The NCSE has formally advised me that there is insufficient special school and special class 
capacity in Dublin 15.

This letter is the formal activation of section 37A of the Education Act 1998 (as inserted 
by section 8 of the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018). This contains a procedure 
through which the capacity of schools in an area can be tested and through which ultimately a 
Ministerial direction can be made requiring a school to make additional special education pro-
vision available.

The NCSE and my Department are actively engaging with education service providers in 
order to encourage them to address the shortage of places.  

Work is well advanced on the establishment of a new special school in the Dublin 15 area. 

The NCSE will keep in regular contact with the Parents of the children concerned to advise 
them of progress and identify placements as they become available.

The new power to compel schools to make additional special education provision available 
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has yet to be invoked.  

While the NCSE and the Department continue to encourage stakeholders to open special 
classes, the process under the admissions legislation will continue and may lead to interaction 
with education providers entering a more formal process. 

In short, ensuring that every child has a suitable placement available to them from Septem-
ber is a key priority for this Government.

18/06/2019WRK04600Special Educational Needs Staff Contracts

18/06/2019WRK04700202. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the reported termination of the employment of six special needs assistants, SNAs, at a 
school (details supplied); the reason for the decision; if the decision can be reversed; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [25270/19]

18/06/2019WRK04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.  

The closing date for receipt of appeals in regard to SNA allocations is Friday 27 September 
2019.

As this question relates to particular school, I will refer the question to the NCSE for their 
direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.
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18/06/2019WRK04900School Management

18/06/2019WRK05000203. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will consider 
representation on boards of management of primary schools for county and city councillors; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25287/19]

18/06/2019WRK05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In accordance with the pro-
visions of Section 14 of the Education Act, 1998, the composition of a board of management 
must be agreed between patrons of schools, national associations of parents, recognised school 
management organisations, recognised trade unions and staff associations representing teachers 
and the Minister. 

The agreed composition and procedures for the appointment of Boards of Management of 
primary schools are set out in my Department’s publication “Governance Manual for Primary 
Schools 2015-2019”.

The composition of primary school boards of management was last changed in 1997 follow-
ing a church/state agreement reached at that time. Any changes to the existing composition of 
boards would involve re-opening that agreement. Under Section 14 of the Education Act, 1998, 
the agreement of all the other parties referred to in that section would also be required. 

You will appreciate, given that there are approximately 3,200 primary schools in the coun-
try, that any future changes to the arrangements would require very careful consideration, and 
that the content of Section 14 would make it difficult to achieve under the current legislative 
framework.

18/06/2019WRK05200Child Protection

18/06/2019WRK05300204. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if consideration 
will be given to a full review of child protection procedures in relation to schools in view of the 
experience of a person (details supplied) to which his attention has been drawn; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25288/19]

18/06/2019WRK05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The primary statutory respon-
sibility for child protection lies with the Child and Family Agency (Tusla). The role of my 
Department is to provide guidance and support to schools in implementing national child pro-
tection policy and to refer any allegations the Department receives to the appropriate authorities 
for investigation. 

In December 2017, my Department published the updated Child Protection Procedures for 
Primary and Post-Primary Schools   2017. The purpose of the updated procedures is to give 
clear direction and guidance to school authorities and to school personnel in relation to meeting 
their new statutory obligations under the Children First Act, 2015 and in the continued imple-
mentation within the school setting of the best practice guidance set out in the updated Children 
First: National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children 2017 published by the 
Minister for Children and Youth Affairs.

The updated procedures apply to all recognised primary and post-primary schools and to 
all members of school personnel. Responsibility for ensuring that the child protection require-
ments are complied with rests with the school board, the principal and the staff of each school.

In relation to the correspondence supplied by the Deputy, I can confirm that the reference to 
a child protection concern in the correspondence in question was previously brought to the at-
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tention of my Department in March of this year.  In accordance with my Department’s internal 
Procedures for responding to Child Protection Concerns brought to the attention of staff  , my 
Department forwarded the matter to Tusla. My Department has no role in assessing or inves-
tigating allegations of harm against children, or any other child protection concerns. Its role is 
to refer any allegations it receives to the appropriate authorities and to do so without making 
judgment on same.

In the correspondence supplied, the parent in question also raises other concerns about the 
school including in relation to its handling of alleged bullying behaviour. Whereas my Depart-
ment provides funding and policy direction for schools, my Department does not have the 
power to instruct schools to follow a particular course of action with regard to allegations or 
other complaints. In dealing with complaints, my Department’s role is to provide advice to par-
ents and students on the operation of schools’ complaints procedures and to clarify for parents 
and pupils how grievances and complaints against schools can be progressed. In that regard, 
further information for parents in relation to making a complaint about a school and on the Anti-
Bullying Procedures for Primary and Post -Primary Schools   is available on my Departments 
website at the following link: https://www.education.ie/en/Parents/Information/Complaints-
Bullying-Child-Protection-Discrimination/Complaints-about-schools.html

In relation to securing a school place for the children concerned, the Educational Welfare 
Service (EWS) of Tusla is the statutory body who can assist parents in securing a school place. 
The EWS can be contacted at 01-7718815 / 01 7718500. 

18/06/2019WRK05500Schools Establishment

18/06/2019WRK05600205. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a new second-
ary school will be provided in Dunshaughlin, County Meath, in view of recent planning deci-
sions.  [25297/19]

18/06/2019WRK05700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 
school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of 
sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level.  

Where demographic data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such 
additional provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depend-
ing on the circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools;

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools;

- Provision of a new school or schools.

In addition to the new schools announced, there will be a need for further school accom-
modation in other areas in the future.  Approximately 40% of extra school places are delivered 
by extending existing schools.

As the Deputy will be aware, in April 2018, the Government announced plans for the es-
tablishment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022). The announcement fol-
lowed nationwide, demographic exercises carried out by my Department into the future need 
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for primary and post-primary schools across the country.

Dunshaughlin post-primary school planning area is catered for by Dunshaughlin Communi-
ty College. The school operates under the patronage of Louth and Meath Education and Train-
ing Board (LMETB) and has a current enrolment in the region of 1,000 pupils. The school is 
experiencing demand for additional school places and the LMETB is open to assisting in meet-
ing this demand.  The ETB has submitted an application for additional accommodation which 
my Department is currently considering. The outcome will assist my Department in determin-
ing the future need in the area. In the meantime, my Department has approved the provision of 
additional temporary accommodation - 8 general classrooms and 1 science lab - to LMETB to 
meet the school’s immediate needs.

While the announcement did not include a new post-primary school for the Dunshaughlin 
school planning area, the requirement for new schools will be kept under on-going review and 
will have regard for the increased roll-out of housing provision as outlined in Project Ireland 
2040.

18/06/2019WRK05800Schools Establishment

18/06/2019WRK05900206. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans for fur-
ther provision of second-level places in Ashbourne, County Meath. [25298/19]

18/06/2019WRK06000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 
school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of 
sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level. 

In 2014, a new 1,000 pupil post-primary school, De Lacy College, was established under the 
patronage of Louth and Meath ETB to serve the Ashbourne school planning area. The school 
has a current enrolment of some 400 pupils in the 2018/19 school year.

As the Deputy will be aware, in April 2018, the Government announced plans for the es-
tablishment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022). The announcement fol-
lowed nationwide, demographic exercises carried out by my Department into the future need 
for primary and post-primary schools across the country.

Where demographic data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such 
additional provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depend-
ing on the circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools;

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools;

- Provision of a new school or schools.

In addition to the new schools announced, there will be a need for further school accom-
modation in other areas in the future.  Approximately 40% of extra school places are delivered 
by extending existing schools.

While the announcement did not include a new post-primary school for the Ashbourne 
school planning area, the requirement for new schools will be kept under on-going review and 
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will have regard for the increased roll-out of housing provision as outlined in Project Ireland 
2040.

18/06/2019WRK06100Summer Works Scheme Applications

18/06/2019WRK06200207. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the works that can 
be applied for under the summer works scheme by a school (details supplied); the deadline for 
the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25305/19]

18/06/2019WRK06300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, I 
announced the ‘Summer Works Scheme (SWS) 2020 onwards’ earlier this year.  Information 
relating to the scheme, including categories of works, deadlines, criteria for eligibility etc, are 
set out in Circular 0027/2019 which is available on my Departments website www.education.
ie. The closing date for applications is the 30th June 2019.

18/06/2019WRL00200School Accommodation Provision

18/06/2019WRL00300208. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
application by a school (details supplied). [25362/19]

18/06/2019WRL00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm that my Depart-
ment is in receipt of applications from both of the schools referred to, by the Deputy.  Officials 
from my Department have been liaising with the school authority and on this basis additional 
information, required to complete a full assessment of the applications, was recently received.  
Once the assessment process has been completed a decision will issue to the school authority 
directly.

18/06/2019WRL00500Departmental Properties

18/06/2019WRL00600209. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount 
of land purchased and leased by size and amount expended in the past five years to date; the 
location of same; the term of the lease and amount expended per year in cases in which land is 
leased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25383/19]

18/06/2019WRL00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The detailed information re-
quested by the Deputy needs to be compiled by my Department.  Arrangements are being made 
in this regard and to issue a reply directly to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRL00800Departmental Properties

18/06/2019WRL00900210. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of buildings and property purchased and leased and the amount expended in the past five years 
to date; the location of same; the term of the lease and the amount expended per year in cases in 
which properties are leased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25400/19]

18/06/2019WRL01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The detailed information re-
quested by the Deputy needs to be compiled by my Department.  Arrangements are being made 
in this regard and to issue a reply directly to the Deputy.
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18/06/2019WRL01100School Accommodation

18/06/2019WRL01200211. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details of a 
project (details supplied); the deadline for the scheme; the criteria for same; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [25427/19]

18/06/2019WRL01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm that my De-
partment is in receipt of an application for additional school accommodation from the school 
referred to by the Deputy.  This application is currently under assessment, once the process has 
been completed, a decision will issue to the school authority directly.

18/06/2019WRL01400School Enrolments

18/06/2019WRL01500212. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
the practice of secondary schools requiring a deposit to secure a place at the school; the position 
in relation to the entitlement of parents to a refund of the deposit in the event the child is unable 
to subsequently take up the place at the school and the school has been notified in advance of 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25439/19]

18/06/2019WRL01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Schools are not permitted to 
charge an enrolment fee.  Apart from the fee-charging second level schools, recognised primary 
or post-primary schools are not allowed to charge school fees.

Section 64 of the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018, which was commenced on 
3rd October 2018, explicitly prohibits the charging of fees or seeking payment or contributions 
for admission to or for continued enrolment in a school. 

Section 64 applies to all recognised primary and post primary schools with exceptions only 
for fee charging secondary schools, boarding schools and schools that provide post leaving 
courses or courses in further education in respect of these courses.

18/06/2019WRL01700School Funding

18/06/2019WRL01800213. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the qualifying 
criteria for post-primary Irish medium schools to be eligible to receive the Irish and bilingual 
grant of €103 per child; the schools in receipt of the grant; the reason the grant has not been ap-
proved for multi-denominational schools in the ETB, community and comprehensive sectors; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25460/19]

18/06/2019WRL01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The purpose of the Irish and 
Bilingual Grant is to provide funding to schools for instruction through the Irish Language.  

The funding arrangements made by the Department for voluntary secondary, comprehen-
sive & community and ETB schools and colleges reflect the different management and owner-
ship arrangements that apply to schools at second level.

Voluntary secondary schools, in the Free Education scheme, which are privately owned and 
managed, are funded by way of per capita grants.  These schools receive a grant in lieu of fees 
that had been levied prior to 1967.  An additional per capita grant is paid to secondary schools 
in the voluntary sector in which instruction is through the medium of Irish in full or in part.  The 
grant is not paid in either the Community & Comprehensive or the ETB sectors.
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Financial allocations to the ETB sector are made on a budget basis in respect of head office 
and other costs, including those relating to schools.  ETBs are given a high level of autonomy in 
the management and appropriation of their budgets and each ETB is allowed to distribute its al-
locations in line with its priorities and perceptions of need.  Any funding issues for an individual 
school have to be managed from within the relevant ETB’s budget.  The Department does not 
earmark funding allocations for individual schools in the ETB sector. 

The Department’s Policy on Gaeltacht Education 2017-2022 aims to ensure the availability 
of a high quality and relevant Irish-medium educational experience for all young people living 
in Gaeltacht areas and in this way to support the use of Irish as the main language of families 
and of Gaeltacht communities.  Under the terms of the Policy, additional teaching and/or other 
resources, including dedicated continuing professional development (CPD), will be made avail-
able to schools whose applications to participate in the Gaeltacht Schools’ recognition process 
are approved.  It is envisaged that the allocation of resources will be on a staged incremental 
basis over a five-year period and will take account of the resources already allocated to each 
newly recognised Gaeltacht school in accordance with the language criteria set out in the Policy 
on Gaeltacht Education 2017-2022.

18/06/2019WRL02000Special Educational Needs

18/06/2019WRL02100214. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the financial assistance 
available to fund assessments for children who have been identified as potentially requiring ad-
ditional learning supports in view of the substantial cost of same for parents and the negative 
impact of delays in diagnosis and supports on the development of the child.  [25498/19]

18/06/2019WRL02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy may be aware 
my Department in September 2017 introduced a new model to support pupils with special 
educational needs in our schools.  The new model differs significantly from the old Resource 
Allocation Model, in that Special Education Teacher allocation is now frontloaded into schools 
to support children with special educational needs.  Rather than having to make individual ap-
plication to the NCSE for additional supports schools can now respond to individual needs in 
a flexible way and pupils do not have to have a psychological assessment, or a diagnosis of a 
disability, in order to access Special Education Teaching.  This means that those with highest 
level of need can access the highest level of support within the school in a timely manner.

Educational Psychologists from my Department’s National Educational Psychological Ser-
vice (NEPS) work with schools using a problem solving model to help schools identify need 
and interventions to support those needs.  Under the new model, NEPS encourages schools to 
use a continuum based assessment and intervention process whereby each school takes respon-
sibility for initial assessment, educational planning and remedial intervention for pupils with 
learning, emotional or behavioural difficulties.  Teachers may consult their NEPS psychologist 
should they wish to for advice.  Only in the event of a failure to make reasonable progress, in 
spite of the school’s best efforts in consultation with NEPS, will the psychologist become in-
volved with an individual child for intensive intervention or assessment. 

This system is in line with international best practice and allows psychologists to give early 
attention to urgent cases and also to help many more children indirectly than could be seen 
individually.  It also ensures that children are not referred unnecessarily for psychological as-
sessment and have equality of access to support prioritised on their individual needs. 

Therefore I can advise that parents should discuss concerns in relation to their child or 
young adult, in the first instance, with the Principal involved and request a review of his/her 
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current Student Support Plan with a view to discussing his/her response to interventions in 
place and the appropriateness of involvement of the NEPs psychologist. 

I hope this clarifies the issue for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRL02300Special Educational Needs Staff

18/06/2019WRL02400215. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if SNAs whose 
employment is terminated as a result of loss of SNA hours in a school will be re-employed 
should the SNA hours be reinstated on appeal. [25516/19]

18/06/2019WRL02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The recruitment and appoint-
ment of Special Needs Assistants is a matter for the individual school authority in accordance 
with the relevant Department publications.  These publications can be accessed on my Depart-
ment’s website at www.education.ie

All standard SNA vacancies and cover SNA vacancies of 24 weeks or more must be ad-
vertised on one of the following websites as soon as practicable.  SNA vacancies may also be 
advertised locally as required / deemed necessary.  This will enable SNAs who are being made 
redundant to know what SNA vacancies are available. 

List of Websites: 

  www.educationposts.ie 

  www.staffroom.ie

  www.educationcareers.ie 

  www.educatetogether.ie 

  www.jobsireland.ie

Any Education and Training Board websites

The supplementary assignment arrangements for Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) were 
established on foot of proposals brought forward by the Labour Relations Commission when 
the Haddington Road Agreement was being agreed.  These supplementary assignment arrange-
ments for SNAs continue to operate under the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018 - 2020, 
and both unions representing SNAs, namely SIPTU and FÓRSA, have signed up to that agree-
ment.  As set out in the LRC proposals, the supplementary assignment arrangements for SNAs 
only apply to current SNAs who are notified that they are to be made redundant.  Accordingly, 
the purpose of these arrangements is to facilitate eligible SNAs who are being made redundant 
by one employer in filling SNA vacancies that may become available in another school / ETB.

Once an SNA with a minimum of one year’s service (service in a substitute capacity i.e. 
covering for maternity leave, sick leave, career breaks, job-sharing etc. does not count) is no-
tified by his/her employer that s/he is to be made redundant then s/he shall be deemed to be 
a member of a supplementary assignment panel for SNAs.  The detailed supplementary as-
signment arrangements for SNAs for the 2019/2020 school year are set out in Departmental 
Circular 0030/2019 which issued on 22 May 2019 and which is available on the Department’s 
website at the following address:

http://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0030_2019.pdfThe 
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operation of this panel is described and outlined in Circular 0030/2019 and it is designed to 
be as flexible as possible which enables all eligible SNAs, who have the requisite Panel Form 
1 completed by their former employer, to apply for any SNA position that is advertised by a 
school or an ETB with no sectorial, diocesan or geographical limitations imposed.  Every eli-
gible SNA will remain on the panel for two years with a view to getting further employment. 
If they are not successful over that period of time in obtaining a further SNA position then they 
will be eligible for a redundancy payment.  Furthermore, an SNA may opt out of this supple-
mentary assignment panel at any point in time triggering the processing of his/her redundancy 
payment in line with the terms set out in the SNA redundancy scheme (DES Circular 58/06) or 
any revision of same that is applicable at that time.  It should be noted that this does not prevent 
any person, including newly qualified SNAs, from applying for SNA vacancies but employers 
are obliged to give precedence to applicants who are members of the SNA Supplementary As-
signment Panel.

The Supplementary Assignment Panel arrangements are reviewed by my Department on 
an annual basis in conjunction with an independent Supplementary Assignment Manager, the 
school management bodies and the two unions representing SNA staff (FÓRSA and SIPTU).

My Department has set up a dedicated e-mail address to deal with all queries in relation to 
the SNA Supplementary Assignment Panel and any queries in respect of the operation of the 
Panel can be directed to this dedicated e-mail address: snasupplementpanel@education.gov.ie.

18/06/2019WRL02600Special Education Review

18/06/2019WRL02700216. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to make 
changes to guidelines which dictate students attending special schools must leave school at 18 
years of age whereas students attending mainstream schools can attend until they are 20 years 
of age (details supplied). [25530/19]

18/06/2019WRL02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Special Schools funded by my 
Department are intended to cater for children and young persons with complex special educa-
tional needs from the age of 4 years until the end of the school year in which they reach their 
18th year.

Some people with a disability, over the age of 18, and who have complex needs, may require 
specialised support throughout their lives.  Ongoing care and support services within the com-
munity, in a post school setting, are provided by voluntary or statutory organisations; responsi-
bility for such care and support rests with the HSE.  

Special school staff typically have extensive engagement with parents, HSE multi-disciplin-
ary teams and the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) which involves planning for 
the child’s future, including options for further education, training, employment or other place-
ment options subject to the child’s abilities, including the young person’s transition to adult 
services when they reach the age of 18 years.  

It is important to note that students with complex special educational needs who transfer 
to adult service settings can continue to participate in educational programmes through further 
adult educational programmes or in adult settings which are allocated resources towards edu-
cational provision.

A special school may, subject to application, retain students over the age of 18 years who 
are pursuing courses leading to accreditation at level 3 or above of the National Qualifications 
Framework (Junior Certificate/Leaving Certificate Applied/FETAC 3); for an additional year in 
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order to complete these courses.  

Subject to the fulfilment of the criteria outlined above, special schools are invited to make 
applications, in January each year.  My Department may then exempt the school from the provi-
sions of Rule 64(1) of the Rules for National Schools for a student. 

Additional associated services for students over the age of 18, such as school transport, 
capitation and teaching resources, will only be considered in respect of those students for whom 
an exemption from Rule 64(1) of the Rules for National Schools has been granted by the De-
partment of Education and Skills, allowing the school to retain such students for an additional 
school year.

Special schools are established as primary national schools and are therefore required to 
operate in accordance with the Rules for National Schools.

Rule 64(1) of the Rules for National Schools, states that a pupil may not be retained on the 
rolls, after the eighteenth anniversary of his (her) birth.

The approval of the Department is therefore required for special schools to seek an exemp-
tion from the provisions of Rule 64(1) of the Rules for National Schools, in order to retain the 
pupil for an additional year beyond age 18.

This rule also applies to any mainstream primary national school who would seek to retain 
a pupil over the age of 18. 

In relation to classes in National Schools Receiving Instruction in the Post Primary Pro-
gramme, Rule 52 (c) of the Rules and Programmes for Post Primary Schools also applies, which 
states that the attendance of any pupil after the date of attaining the age of 18 years cannot be 
included in the returns in respect of which payment is made from the grants administered by the 
Primary Branch of the Department.  

Similarly, pupils attending post primary schools may be allowed to complete an accredited 
course which they have commenced prior to reaching age 18, the Rules and Programmes for 
Post Primary Schools does not provide for indefinite or ongoing attendance of such pupils who 
are aged over 18. 

At my request, the NCSE is currently developing policy advice on the educational provision 
that should be in place for students educated in special schools and classes and make recom-
mendations on the provision required to enable students in special schools and classes achieve 
better outcomes. 

The NCSE have been asked to complete and submit it’s report to the Minister not later 
than June 2020.  There will be no change to the enrolment of students over 18 years in special 
schools, pending the receipt of this policy advice.

18/06/2019WRL02900Schools Building Projects Data

18/06/2019WRL03000217. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
school building projects at an advanced stage of architectural planning stage 2b detailed design 
in mid-western areas of Dublin; the number of school building projects in mid-western areas 
of Dublin that have been at stage 2b for more than one, two, three and over five years, respec-
tively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25535/19]

18/06/2019WRL03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Stage 2(b) Detailed Design is 
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arguably the most complex and detailed of all the stages in Architectural Planning. 

In the majority of school building projects, this stage includes the planning application, the 
application for Fire Cert and Disability Access Cert and the pre-qualification of contractors.  It 
also includes the preparation of complex and detailed tender documents. 

Over the past year, some school building projects have undergone a longer than normal 
Stage 2b process.  This can be due to a complicated or detailed planning application, appeals to 
An Bord Pleanála, complications around decant arrangements or issues relating to the site.  Fur-
thermore, in completing Stage 2(b), Design Teams are now required to upgrade design details 
to ensure that new school buildings are Near Zero Energy Buildings (NZEB) in compliance 
with the 2017 amendment to Part L of the current Building Regulations.  In many cases this has 
involved a second planning application to allow for the installation of photovoltaic panels on 
the roof following receipt of the initial planning permission.

In addition, since November 2018, a number of competitions to pre-qualify suitable and 
competent building contractors have been challenged in the High Court leading to the need to 
completely redraft the procedures and processes involved in pre-qualification.  This has im-
pacted over the past few months on projects which were not themselves subject to a direct 
challenge. 

In terms of current projects at Stage 2b in the area referred to by the Deputy, 2 projects have 
been progressing for 2 years, 2 projects have been progressing for 3 years and 2 further projects 
have been progressing through the stage for 4 years.  This is in the context of currently over 70 
major school building projects in advanced architectural planning and a continuous throughput 
of projects moving into Stage 2b and onwards towards Tender Stage and Construction.

18/06/2019WRL03200Energy Efficiency

18/06/2019WRL03300218. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
schools that will undergo a deep energy retrofit as part of the major programme of retrofits 
scheduled to commence in 2022 as outlined in Project Ireland 2040; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [25539/19]

18/06/2019WRL03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In the National Development 
Plan (2018-2027) €2.5bn is identified for the refurbishment and construction of schools.  Part 
of this is intended for a deep energy retrofit of schools built prior to 2008.

My Department and the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland are currently involved in 
an energy efficiency retrofit pilot scheme for schools.  Now in its third year, the aim of the pilot 
is to create a scalable model for energy efficiency retrofitting of schools. 

This is taking place in advance of the major programme of retrofits scheduled to commence 
in 2022, as outlined in Project Ireland 2040.  Subject to resources, it is intended to expand the 
intake of schools in the pilot programme in the lead up to 2022.  However, it is too early at this 
stage to say how many schools will be involved with this programme.

This pilot commenced in 2017 when ten schools received energy retrofits.  In 2018 six 
schools received retrofits and seventeen schools are set to benefit from this scheme in 2019.

18/06/2019WRL03500Pupil-Teacher Ratio
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18/06/2019WRL03600219. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to reduce 
class sizes (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25540/19]

18/06/2019WRL03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Budget 2019 marks the third 
year of a major reinvestment in the education.  In 2019, the budget for the Department of Edu-
cation and Skills will increase by €674 million, a 6.7% increase on last year.  In total, the Educa-
tion budget will have increased by €1.7 billion compared to 2016.

Budget 2019 will see numbers employed in our schools reach the highest ever level.  Over 
1,300 additional posts in schools will be funded, including more than 370 teaching posts to 
cater for growth in student population and additional special classes.  This builds on the Bud-
get 2018 measure which provided a one point improvement in the staffing schedule in primary 
schools which brings the position to the most favourable ever seen at primary level.  

The 2018/19 school year saw an increase of over 6000 teaching posts in our schools com-
pared to the 2015/16 school year.  

The Statistics Section of my Department’s website contains extensive data in relation to our 
schools including pupil teacher ratios and teacher numbers.  The latest figures in relation to pu-
pil teacher ratios show an improved ratio of teachers to students from 16:1 to 15.3:1 at primary 
level when comparing the 2015/16 school year to the 2017/18 school year. 

18/06/2019WRL03800Capitation Grants

18/06/2019WRL03900220. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to in-
crease capitation grants at primary school level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25541/19]

18/06/2019WRL04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I fully recognise the need to 
improve capitation funding for schools.

I am pleased to have been able to provide for a 5% increase in capitation funding for pri-
mary and post primary schools that will apply from the start of the 2019/20 school year.  Over 
the course of the school year 2019/20, an additional €10 million will be allocated to primary and 
post primary schools, of which €4 million will be allocated in 2019.

I must be prudent in the context of ongoing budgetary pressures. Where it is not possible to 
do everything that I would like to do in the education sector in any one year I have to prioritise, 
especially in the context of increasing enrolments.

It is my intention to seek funding for further capitation increases in future budgets.

18/06/2019WRL04100Schools Building Projects

18/06/2019WRL04200221. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
school building project (details supplied); the timeline for the project; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25560/19]

18/06/2019WRL04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of Architectural Planning – Stage 
2b (Detailed Design) which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation 
of tender documents.
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The design team is currently working on the Stage 2(b) report which on completion will be 
submitted to my Department for review.  In completing the Stage 2(b) report the Design Team 
is required to upgrade the current design to ensure that the new school building is a Near Zero 
Energy Building (NZEB) in compliance with the 2017 amendment to Part L of the current 
Building Regulations. 

Upon receipt and review of the Stage 2(b) report my Department will revert to the school 
with regard to the further progression of this project at that time.

18/06/2019WRL04400School Funding

18/06/2019WRL04500222. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding ap-
proved and or made available for the purchase of properties for school purposes in County 
Laois in each of the years 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25564/19]

18/06/2019WRL04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The funding approved and or 
made available for the purpose to which the Deputy refers, is outlined in the table for each of 
the years 2017 and 2018.

Year Amount Paid
2017 €130,000
2018 Nil

As the Deputy will appreciate, I cannot comment on funding approved or being approved 
for the current year due to commercial sensitivities surrounding site acquisitions in general.

18/06/2019WRL04700Cycle to Work Scheme Administration

18/06/2019WRL04800223. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the cycle to work scheme; if the administration of the scheme can be improved in order 
to ensure that more teachers can take up the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25605/19]

18/06/2019WRL04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department operates a 
cycle to work scheme for teaching and non teaching staff employed in Primary, Voluntary 
Secondary and Community/Comprehensive schools and the details are outlined in Circular 
0066/2017.  The Circular sets out the parameters of the scheme facilitated by my Department. 

The Education and Training Boards also operate a cycle to work scheme for staff employed 
in their schools and the details are outlined in Circular 25/2014. (Link attached)

https://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0025_2014.pdf

The Department acts as paymaster to over 4,000 schools whose Boards of Management are 
the direct employers of the teachers and non-teaching staff employed in those schools.  My De-
partment facilitates the scheme by paying the cost of a bicycle and associated safety equipment 
up front from approved providers.  The scheme as operated by the Department specifically al-
lows teachers to obtain a new bicycle and associated safety gear to a maximum value of €1,000 
every five years, avail of tax relief on the costs and repay the net amount by salary deduction 
through the Department’s payroll.  The scheme as operated by the Department must be in ac-
cordance with Revenue Guidelines in relation to cycle to work schemes.
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Circular 0066/2017 (link attached) provides a number of options for the teaching and non 
teaching staff covered by the terms of the scheme who wish to avail of it to repay the net cost 
through salary deduction over a period of time within the calendar year.  Given the nature of 
their employment contracts, there are some categories of teachers the Department is unfor-
tunately unable to facilitate under the cycle to work scheme, for example casual substitute 
teachers, teachers replacing teachers absent from teaching duties on approved leave such as 
maternity leave, sick leave. 

I would encourage teachers and non teaching staff to avail of the cycle to work scheme 
and if possible to submit their applications for it as early as possible in the calendar year, so if 
desired the salary deductions can be spread over the longest repayment period.  Alternatively, 
this can be achieved by completing the salary deductions over a shorter period or by a single 
salary deduction. 

Further details of the scheme including application forms and frequently asked questions 
are available to all education staff on my Department’s website.

 Link to Circular 0066/2017:

https://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0066_2017.pdf

18/06/2019WRL05000Peace and Reconciliation Programme

18/06/2019WRL05100224. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he or his of-
ficials have discussed integrated schools with their Northern Ireland counterparts recently; if so, 
the status of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25616/19]

18/06/2019WRL05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): While no specific discussions 
on integrated schools have taken place, my officials regularly meet with their counterparts in 
the Department of Education and its agencies in Northern Ireland, to review the progress of 
delivery of objectives under the Shared Education strand under the PEACE IV programme.

Since the Executive in Northern Ireland Executive ceased to operate in January 2017, it has 
not been possible to have Ministerial meetings with counterparts from Northern Ireland.

18/06/2019WRL05300Naturalisation Applications

18/06/2019WRL05400225. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if efforts are being 
made to ease the high costs faced by UK citizens who have lived and worked here for decades 
when they are applying for Irish citizenship which they need in order to apply for an Irish pass-
port; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [25011/19]

18/06/2019WRL05500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is governed by the provisions of 
the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended.  All applications for a certificate 
of naturalisation are processed and assessed individually in accordance with the provisions of 
the Act.  

The fees to be paid by an applicant for a certificate of naturalisation are governed by the 
provisions of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 569 of 2011).  

The application fee, stipulated at €175, is payable on application for a certificate of natu-
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ralisation and a certification fee is payable on the issue of a certificate of naturalisation.  The 
standard certification fee is set at €950, while a reduced fee of €200 applies in the case of an 
application made on behalf of a minor or in certain cases where the application is made by a 
widow, widower or surviving civil partner of an Irish citizen.  In the case of recognised refugees 
and stateless persons the certification fee is nil. 

As such, the Regulations make specific provision for particular categories of applicants who 
may be on a reduced level of income.  There is no provision in the Regulations for the discre-
tionary waiver or reduction of fees, or for differing fees to apply to different nationalities, or 
based on length of residency.

The standard fees payable by an applicant are designed to reflect the effort and cost involved 
in processing applications for a certificate of naturalisation.  The Deputy will be aware that 
formal citizenship ceremonies have been introduced at no extra cost to applicants.  These have 
been universally well received by participants as the ceremonies provide a sense of dignity and 
occasion that serves to underscore the importance to both the State and the applicant of the 
granting of Irish citizenship. 

The fees charged should be viewed in the context of the significant benefits attendant to 
securing an Irish passport, particularly in the context of visa free travel to other jurisdictions.

Detailed information on Irish citizenship and naturalisation, along with the relevant applica-
tion forms and guidance notes, is available on the INIS website at ww.inis.gov.ie.  

18/06/2019WRL05600Parental Leave Framework Agreement

18/06/2019WRL05700226. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to allow 
parents to share unpaid parental leave between them. [25065/19]

18/06/2019WRL05800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the Parental Leave Act 1998, generally, does not provide for the transfer of unpaid pa-
rental leave between parents.

Section 6(6) of the Act provides that where two or more parents are entitled to parental 
leave, neither of the parents shall be entitled to (a) the parental leave of any other parent, or (b) 
to transfer any part of the period of their parental leave to any other parent in respect of their 
child.

However, there is one very specific exception to this provision.  Section 6(7) of the Act pro-
vides that where both parents are employed by the same employer, one parent may transfer up 
to 14 weeks of parental leave to the other, only if their employer consents.  

These provisions will remain unchanged by the Parental Leave (Amendment) Bill 2017, 
once enacted and commenced.

In all other cases, parental leave remains non-transferable, and I can confirm that the Gov-
ernment has no plans to change this position.

18/06/2019WRL05900Proposed Legislation

18/06/2019WRL06000227. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on set-
ting up a judicial council to review the level of awards for personal injury insurance claims; the 
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timeline for such a proposal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25874/19]

18/06/2019WRL06100265. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if consid-
eration will be given to setting up a judicial council to review levels of awards for personal 
injuries; if his attention has been drawn to the urgency of bringing down the level of awards 
for soft tissue injuries in line with international norms; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25359/19]

18/06/2019WRL06200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 227 and 265 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Judicial Council Bill was published in June 2017 and com-
pleted Committee Stage in the Seanad relatively recently.  I will be bringing forward amend-
ments to the Bill for consideration at Report Stage in the Seanad on 20 June next.  Those amend-
ments will provide for the establishment of a Personal Injuries Guidelines Committee.  That 
Committee will be tasked with the preparation of personal injuries guidelines and will have all 
the powers necessary for it to carry out its functions in an efficient and effective manner.  The 
Personal Injuries Commission expressed the view that an approach of this kind would achieve a 
greater level of consistency in Ireland in the assessment of general damages in personal injuries 
cases and I concur with this view.   

I am committed to securing the enactment of the Judicial Council Bill before the summer 
recess and, with the cooperation of Senators and of Deputies, I believe that this will be possible.

18/06/2019WRL06300Prisoner Privacy

18/06/2019WRL06400228. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of com-
plaints made by prisoners and or their families regarding breaches of privacy to the Irish Prison 
Service over the past 12 months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24891/19]

18/06/2019WRL06500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised that the 
Irish Prison Service sought clarification from the Deputy’s Office regarding the type of breach 
being referred to in this PQ.  The Deputy’s Office rephrased the question as follows:

To ask the Minister for Justice and Equality, the number of  breaches of confidence related 
to the personal or private information of a prisoner during the period of May 2018-May 2019, 
as set out under Rule 51 of the Prison Rules 2007.

I am advised by my officials in the Irish Prison Service that they have received 8 complaints 
in the past twelve months from prisoners or their families in relation to alleged breaches of 
privacy.  

The Irish Prison Service takes all complaints of breaches of privacy very serious and all 
complaints are investigated to ascertain the nature of the breach.  Following an investigation a 
complaint may be upheld, complaint may be refused or there may be insufficient evidence to 
determine the source of the alleged breach.

18/06/2019WRM00200Prison Staff

18/06/2019WRM00300229. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of pris-
on officers formally disciplined by the Irish Prison Service in response to breaches of prisoner 
privacy in 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24892/19]
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18/06/2019WRM00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can advise the Deputy 
that, within the Irish Prison Service, the divulging of information regarding prisoners’ private 
affairs is viewed as a very serious matter. In the course of an officer’s work he or she may have 
access to, or hear information concerning the personal affairs of a prisoner and/or employee.  
Such information is strictly confidential. 

Any member of the Irish Prison Service who discharges or divulges information to any third 
party or the media is not only contravening clear policy, but is also contravening the law.  The 
divulging of information regarding prisoners’ private affairs is very damaging to prisoners, to 
the families of those who are in prison and to the Irish Prison Service.  Such breaches have very 
real potential to compromise the safety and security of prisoners and prison staff.  Breaches 
of this nature are an offence under the Prison (Disciplinary Code for Officers) Rules, 1996:  
‘Breach of Confidence, that is to say, without proper authority, directly or indirectly disclosing, 
divulging, communicating, publishing or causing to be divulged, communicated or published 
any information not lawfully available to members of the public which comes to his or her 
knowledge from official sources or derives from his or her duties.’

It is open to a Governor, where it appears an officer may have committed a breach of disci-
pline of this nature, to carry out an investigation under the Code of Discipline, and if he or she is 
satisfied that the alleged breach has occurred, to proceed to an oral hearing on the matter under 
the Code. The penalties provided for under the Code are (a) a reprimand, or (b) a reprimand plus 
a reduction in rank or a reduction in pay by deferment of one or more increments for one, three, 
six or twelve months or any longer period the Governor may specify, or (c) dismissal from the 
Prison Service.

Any such breach of confidence would also be a breach of the Official Secrets Act 1963 and 
could be subject to prosecution under Section 13 of that Act.  When officers are recruited to the 
Irish Prison Service they are required to sign a copy of the Official Secrets Act 1963. Staff are 
also expected to sign to acknowledge that they have received this particular Act in hardcopy and 
that they have read and understand it.  During their induction, Officers are educated about the 
use of information and discretion and are made aware of their legal obligations in this regard. 

I can inform the Deputy that in advance of the General Data Protection Regulation coming 
into effect on Friday 25th   May 2018, the Irish Prison Service carried out awareness sessions 
across the Irish Prison Service estate. The Irish Prison Service continues to take every measure 
to ensure full compliance with the General Data Protection Regulation.  A staff obligations note 
outlining the roles and responsibilities of all staff in relation to Data Protection was issued to all 
personnel via email, notice boards, internal intranet and via “pop-up” informational messages 
on each staff members PC.    

In addition, staff have been made aware that all accesses to data are recorded and that these 
records are retained and available for auditing.  Access to and usage of data is subject to peri-
odic examination and audit conducted as part of the Irish Prison Services’ on-going audit and 
review process.  Monthly random audits are carried out on our offender management system to 
ensure business purpose is respected and adhered to by staff accessing prisoners personal data.

I am advised by the Director General of the Irish Prison Service that up until the end of 2018 
there have been no employees in the Irish Prison Service formally disciplined in response to 
breaches of Prisoner Privacy.  There is currently one case where the disciplinary process has 
commenced, but has not yet been concluded.

18/06/2019WRM00500Garda Deployment
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18/06/2019WRM00600230. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of gardaí 
in the national drugs unit in each of the years 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019; the number of 
gardaí working in local drugs units in each of the years 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24900/19]

18/06/2019WRM00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the Garda Commissioner is statutorily responsible for the management of An Garda Sío-
chána, including personnel matters, and I, as Minister, do not have responsibility for this matter. 
Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of 
crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made of resources.

I have been informed by the Commissioner that the additional resources coming on stream 
have enabled him to assign resources to Specialist Bureaus such as the Garda National Drugs 
and Organised Crime Bureau.  This Bureau leads on the strategy for tackling drugs and works 
with Garda Divisional Drug Units nationwide in demand reduction and supply reduction at lo-
cal level.

An Garda Síochána remains resolute in its determination to act against those within society 
who pose a significant threat to the welfare and well-being of our citizens and the communities 
they serve. All Gardaí have a responsibility in the prevention and detection of criminal activity 
whether it be in the area of drug offences crime or otherwise.  A core focus of the work carried 
out by An Garda Síochána is aimed at tackling drugs and organised crime.

I am informed by the Commissioner that the information requested by the Deputy is not 
readily available in the format requested, as Drugs Unit Personnel are assigned on a Garda 
Divisional basis.

For the Deputy’s information, I have set out below in the attached link, the number of 
Gardaí by Division attached to the Drugs Unit  in  each of the years from 2008 until 30 April 
2019 (the latest date for which figures are readily available), as provided by the Commissioner.

Drugs Unit Personnel by Division 2008 -2019

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-06-18_pq230-18-6-19_en.xlsx”>Drugs Unit</a>]

For more general information on Garda Facts and Figures please see the following link:

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures

18/06/2019WRM00800Garda Expenditure

18/06/2019WRM00900231. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the annual cost of the 
national drugs unit in each of the years 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019; the annual cost of each 
local drugs unit per area for the same period in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24901/19]

18/06/2019WRM01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The resources provided 
by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented levels, with an allocation 
for 2019 of €1.76 billion.  Very significant capital investment is also being made in An Garda 
Síochána, including investment of €342 million in Garda ICT infrastructure between 2016 and 
2021 and investment of €46 million in the Garda fleet over the same period. 

In accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amended, the Garda Commissioner is 
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responsible for managing and controlling the administration and business of An Garda Sío-
chána and for the allocation of Garda resources, in light of identified operational demands. As 
Minister, I have no direct role in these matters. I understand however that Garda management 
keeps the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and 
policing priorities so as to ensure their optimum use.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the table below outlines expenditure for the 
National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau for the period 2015 to 31 May 2019.

Year Expenditure
2015 €8,323,575
2016 €12,600,597 
2017 €14,848,315 
2018 €14,261,455 
2019 (as of 31st May) €5,291,951

In relation to the information requested on the costs of local drugs units, I understand from 
the Garda authorities that as the cost of each local drugs unit is not accounted for separately, it 
is not possible to provide the requested information. 

18/06/2019WRM01100Drugs Crime

18/06/2019WRM01200232. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount of money 
and assets seized as a result of drug-related crime in each of the years 2012 to 2018 and to date 
in 2019; the amount from these seizures given to community projects and similar in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24902/19]

18/06/2019WRM01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Ireland has a robust leg-
islative framework in place allowing for the freezing, seizure and confiscation of assets that 
are derived from criminal conduct. Responsibility for the identification, tracing, freezing, and 
ultimate confiscation of criminal assets does not rest with a single body in Ireland and is, in-
stead, spread across a number of different agencies and statutory bodies, not all of which are 
the responsibility of the Department of Justice and Equality. These include An Garda Síochána, 
the Criminal Assets Bureau, Revenue, the Chief State Solicitors Office, the Director of Public 
Prosecutions and the Courts.

The statistics requested regarding the amount of money and assets seized by the various 
bodies involved, broken down and categorised specifically as originating from drug-related 
crime, from 2012 to the present are, unfortunately, not readily available. Annual reports, such 
as that of the Criminal Assets Bureau (available at http://www.cab.ie/en/cab/pages/annualre-
ports), do provide useful statistics and general information on the forfeiture and confiscation of 
criminal assets and activities in that regard. 

In accordance with the provisions of the Proceeds of Crime Acts 1996-2016, the Criminal 
Justice Act 1994, as amended, and related statutes, all confiscations relating to the proceeds of 
crime are transferred to the Minister for Finance to be paid into, or disposed of, for the benefit 
of the Exchequer.

18/06/2019WRM01400Prisoner Complaints Procedures

18/06/2019WRM01500233. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
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of complaints received in 2018 and to date in 2019 that were upheld, not upheld, not proven, 
terminated or incomplete, respectively; the length of time, that is, minimum, maximum and 
average it took to complete and communicate the outcomes of complaints to prisoners; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24907/19]

18/06/2019WRM01600234. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of category A complaints received in 2018 and to date in 2019 that were upheld, not upheld, not 
proven, terminated or incomplete, respectively; the length of time, that is, minimum, maximum 
and average it took to complete and communicate the outcomes of complaints to prisoners; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [24908/19]

18/06/2019WRM01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 233 and 234 together.

I am advised by my officials in the Irish Prison Service that the information requested by 
the Deputy in relation to the number complaints, including category A complaints, received in 
2018 and to date in 2019 that were upheld, not upheld, not proven, terminated or incomplete is 
contained in the tables attached. The 2019 figures are as at 12th June, 2019. 

All prisoners have the right to make a complaint at any time and all complaints are treated 
with the utmost seriousness. Complaints can vary in nature. Some may relate to, for example, 
conditions of accommodation, quality of food or access to services. Other complaints can be 
more serious such as allegations of assault, mistreatment or intimidation.

Under the Irish Prison Service Complaints System there are 6 categories of complaints de-
pending on the seriousness of the complaint. The most serious being Category A Complaints 
which are investigated by persons outside the Prison Service. 

Category A complaints are complaints alleging assault or use of excessive force against a 
prisoner, or ill treatment, racial abuse, discrimination, intimidation, threats or any other conduct 
against a prisoner of a nature and gravity likely to bring discredit on the Irish Prison Service. 

 I am informed by my officials that the average length of time it takes to investigate a Cat-
egory A complaints is 2.9 months, the average time for all other complaints investigated by 
prison management is 1.5 months.  Throughout the prison estate, all efforts are put in place to 
relay the outcome of any investigation to the complainant and all other parties involved, (where 
appropriate) within a week of receipt of same.

CATEGORY A COMPLAINTS ONLY 2018 2019
Total number of Complaints received 80 25
OF THAT TOTAL:
Total number upheld 4 2
Total number not upheld 46 4
Total number not proven 4 0
Total number terminated 3 0
Total number incomplete 12 13
Total number withdrawn 9 0
Total number part upheld 0 2
Total number not investigated 2 4

ALL OTHER COMPLAINTS 2018 *2019
Total number of Complaints received 977 359
OF THAT TOTAL:
Total number upheld 300 104
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ALL OTHER COMPLAINTS 2018 *2019
Total number not upheld 309 101
Total number not proven 162 39
Total number terminated 98 26
Total number incomplete 108 89

*Totals reflect the number of complaints as at 12th June 2019

18/06/2019WRM01900Garda Station Closures

18/06/2019WRM02000235. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his engage-
ment and that of his predecessors with the management of An Garda Síochána regarding the 
former Dublin Garda station in O’Connell Street in the context of its reopening on a full-time 
basis. [24940/19]

18/06/2019WRM02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is primarily responsible for the effective and efficient use of 
the resources made available to An Garda Síochána. This includes responsibility for the formu-
lation of proposals in relation to the opening and closing of Garda stations. Indeed the Deputy 
may recall that as recently as December 2018, the Garda Síochána Inspectorate in its report 
“Policing with Local Communities” confirmed that it is appropriate that the Commissioner 
should continue to hold this responsibility.

I have asked the Garda Commissioner for certain information in relation to the office re-
ferred to by the Deputy and I will write directly to the Deputy when that is available.

18/06/2019WRM02200Visa Applications

18/06/2019WRM02300236. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the length of 
time a person (details supplied) will have to wait for a visa application to be processed; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24950/19]

18/06/2019WRM02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that request for permission 
to reside is under active consideration.  The Deputy will appreciate that applications are dealt 
with in chronological order. I am also informed that it is expected INIS will issue a decision to 
the person concerned, in writing, next month.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

18/06/2019WRM02500Departmental Expenditure

18/06/2019WRM02600237. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount 
spent by his Department on the recent visit by the President of the United States of America in 
June 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24970/19]
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18/06/2019WRM02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The only expenditure to 
be incurred directly by my Department relates to a Press Officer of the Department who was 
present in County Clare to assist with media operations who will receive travel and subsistence 
payments in line with standard civil service rates. 

In relation to security costs of the visit and in particular the costs incurred by An Garda Sío-
chána, I would remind the Deputy that the Garda Commissioner is the Accounting Officer for 
the Garda Vote. He is  responsible for managing and controlling the administration and business 
of An Garda Síochána, including the allocation of Garda resources.  

I have asked the Garda Commissioner for the specific information requested and when it is 
to hand I will write to the Deputy directly.

18/06/2019WRM02800Citizenship Applications

18/06/2019WRM02900238. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a person can ap-
ply for citizenship in circumstances (details supplied). [24989/19]

18/06/2019WRM03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The granting of Irish 
citizenship through naturalisation is governed by the provisions of the Irish Nationality and 
Citizenship Act 1956, as amended.  All applications for a certificate of naturalisation are pro-
cessed and assessed individually in accordance with the provisions of the Act.  A determination 
on whether an applicant satisfies the statutory criteria attendant to naturalisation can only be 
made after an application is received. 

Section 15 of the Act provides that the Minister may, in his absolute discretion, grant an 
application for a certificate of naturalisation if satisfied that certain statutory conditions are 
fulfilled.  The conditions are that the applicant must :

- be of full age, or a minor born in the State,

- be of good character, 

- have had a period of one year’s continuous residency in the State immediately before the 
date of application and, during the eight years immediately preceding that period, have had a 
further total residence in the State amounting to four years,

- intend in good faith to continue to reside in the State after naturalisation,

-  have, before a judge of the District Court in open court, in a citizenship ceremony or in 
such manner as the Minister, for special reasons, allows—

(i) made a declaration, in the prescribed manner, of fidelity to the nation and loyalty to the 
State, and

(ii) undertaken to faithfully observe the laws of the State and to respect its democratic val-
ues.

It is also open to an applicant generally to apply under Section 16(a) of the 1956 Act where 
the applicant is of Irish descent or has Irish association. In such cases the Minister may in his 
absolute discretion waive the conditions for naturalisation set out under Section 15 of the Act, 
including residency. The onus is on the applicant to provide evidence of Irish descent or Irish 
association to the Minister for consideration. 
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It is open to any individual to lodge an application for citizenship if and when they are in a 
position to meet the statutory conditions as prescribed in the Irish Nationality and Citizenship 
Act 1956, as amended. 

If the applicant believes he has an entitlement to Irish citizenship through descent an ap-
plication for an Irish passport should be made directly to the Passport Office, Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade. 

Detailed information on Irish citizenship and naturalisation, along with the relevant applica-
tion forms and guidance notes, is available on the INIS website at ww.inis.gov.ie. 

18/06/2019WRM03100Prisoner Data

18/06/2019WRM03200239. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of remand prisoners held alongside persons serving a prison sentence by prison; and the 
number of remand prisoners cell sharing with sentenced prisoners. [24998/19]

18/06/2019WRM03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Prison Service that as of Friday 14 June, the number of remand/trial prisoners in custody 
was 748. Of this 748, 206 remand/trial prisoners were sharing a cell with a sentenced prisoner.  
A breakdown by prison is contained in the attached table.

Institution Total number of prisoners not serving 
a sentence held in custody on Remand, 
Trial and Trial & Remand warrants

Number of those prisoners sharing a 
cell with a sentenced prisoner

Arbour Hill Prison 2 0
Castlerea Prison 67 18
Cloverhill Remand Prison 378 47
Cork Prison 59 35
Limerick Prison 91 44
Midlands Prison 68 46
Mountjoy Prison ( Female) 34 12
Mountjoy Prison ( Male ) 45 0
Portlaoise Prison 4 4
Total 748 206

I wish to advise the Deputy that as Cloverhill Prison is the primary remand prison for the 
Leinster area, it has been affected more significantly in terms of the increased number of com-
mittals in the past year. 

Prison Governors are, by law, required to admit into custody all prisoners committed to 
prison by the Courts. The Irish Prison Service therefore has no control over the numbers com-
mitted to custody in any given year.

18/06/2019WRM03400Prisoner Releases

18/06/2019WRM03500240. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his 
plans to remove the prohibition on temporary release for those offenders who receive the pre-
sumptive mandatory sentence for a drugs or firearms offence as recommended by the strategic 
review group on penal policy in 2014. [24999/19]

18/06/2019WRM03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Criminal Justice 
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Acts 2006 and 2007 provide for the prohibition of persons serving minimum sentences for 
certain offences under the Firearms and Misuse of Drugs Acts from being granted temporary 
release “unless for grave reason of a humanitarian nature”. 

The sentences and provisions attached to the offences in question were introduced on foot 
of concerns regarding the impact that these particular types of offences have on individual com-
munities in particular and on society in general. 

In November 2015, in a challenge to the constitutionality and disproportionate nature of 
such a prohibition, the High Court found that the provision was not unconstitutional and that 
it was not disproportionate in that it allows the sentencing judge discretion to deviate from the 
minimum sentence in certain circumstances and that the prohibition on the granting of tempo-
rary release is not an absolute one in that it allows the granting of temporary release in certain 
circumstances. 

The Minister will  keep this recommendation under review, and there will also be an op-
portunity to discuss its implications further in debates on proposals currently before the House 
in relation to parole.

18/06/2019WRM03700Prison Discipline

18/06/2019WRM03800241. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of incidents in which control and restraint was used by prison officers from 1 May 
2018 to 30 April 2019; the number of prison officers who received training in conflict resolu-
tion during the same period; the number of incidents de-escalated through conflict resolution 
techniques; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25000/19]

18/06/2019WRM03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by my of-
ficials in the Irish Prison Service that it has not been possible in the timeframe available to 
collate the information sought.  I will revert to the Deputy as soon as this information has been 
compiled. 

18/06/2019WRM04000Coroners Service

18/06/2019WRM04100242. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
an inquest into the death of a person (details supplied); the reason for the delay; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25029/19]

18/06/2019WRM04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the legislation governing Coroners is the Coroners Act, 1962.

Under this legislation a coroner is a statutory officer exercising quasi-judicial functions, in 
relation to which he or she is independent. The coroner is responsible for the scheduling and 
conducting of inquests in his or her district. The Deputy will appreciate that neither I nor my 
Department has any role in the conduct of individual cases.  

I am informed that the timeframe between the death of a person and the holding of any 
necessary inquest is dependent on a number of factors, including the receipt by the coroner of 
the results of the post-mortem examination, any tests carried out as part of the post-mortem 
process, and the assembling of a full inquest file by An Garda Síochána containing all relevant 
witness statements and depositions.
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However, I understand that the coroner concerned has kept the next of kin informed as to 
the progress of the investigation.

18/06/2019WRM04300Private Security Authority

18/06/2019WRM04400243. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the 
issues raised in correspondence (details supplied); the date from which it is a requirement for 
businesses that change locks in private properties to obtain a licence from the Private Security 
Authority; his views on whether the licence regime is disproportionate in its impact with re-
spect to the administrative burden and compliance costs for small and micro businesses in the 
window and door trade to obtain such a licence; if he has given consideration to consulting the 
sector with a view to bringing in a more proportionate and fair regime for small businesses; 
and if his attention has been drawn to the burden being placed on customers and members of 
the public that rely on such businesses for the service in view of the fact the Private Security 
Authority is formally requesting that businesses cease providing a locksmith service until an 
application is completed for a licence. [25075/19]

18/06/2019WRM04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Private Security Au-
thority (PSA), an independent agency under the remit of my Department, is the regulatory body 
with responsibility for regulating and licensing the private security industry in the State. The 
Private Security Services Act 2004 (as amended) sets out the activities in the private security 
industry which are, or will be, subject to licensing. One of the security services prescribed in 
the legislation is that of locksmith.  

I have no involvement in the day to day operations of the PSA. I can however inform the 
Deputy that the taking of applications for the licensing of the locksmith sector came into opera-
tion on 1st October 2016 under Statutory Instrument No. 343 of 2016 Private Security (Licens-
ing And Standards) (Locksmith) Regulations 2016.  In accordance with Statutory Instrument 
No. 344 of 2016, it has been an offence to provide locksmith services without a licence since 
the 1st day of February 2017.  Providing a service without a licence puts the contractor and their 
clients at risk of prosecution.

In September, 2016 the PSA provided details of these new regulations on their website. In 
addition, the PSA ran a radio advertising campaign at the time and annually since then. They 
also provide details in relation to licensing and regulation of the industry in their newsletter to 
industry stakeholders. The relevant information notes in relation to the locksmiths sector are 
PSA 58   - Information Note on Locksmiths and PSA 79 - Locksmiths FAQs which can be found 
on the PSA website. 

Prior to the introduction of licensing the Authority undertook two public consultations on 
the regulation of the sector.  Following these public consultations the Authority published the li-
censing requirements for locksmiths in its document, PSA 55:2016, available on the Authority’s 
website. The document outlines the definition of a locksmith as ‘a person, who provides a se-
curity service installing, opening, maintaining, repairing or servicing security equipment that,

(a)  consists of mechanical, electronic or other locking devices designed, constructed or 
adapted to prevent unauthorised access to or within premises where such equipment is situated 
or

(b)  consists of mechanical, electronic or other locking devices designed, constructed or 
adapted to prevent unauthorised access to motor vehicles’.

It also includes a person who, in connection with the provision of the services referred to 
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above:

- originates, duplicates or provides, by copy or code, restricted keys or motor vehicle tran-
sponder keys (this includes where the provision of such keys is the sole locksmith activity)

- gives advice relating to the installation of such equipment or advice relating to the protec-
tion of such devices from damage or interference.

The following do not require a licence:

a) The installation of locks or locking mechanisms that constitute a component of an access 
control system.

b) Qualified carpenter who installs a mechanical locking device as part of the installation of 
a door provided that the door does not proceed access to safes or strong rooms

c) Any work on locking mechanisms in doors and windows by a person whose sole or main 
occupation is the installation of windows and doors, provided:

- the work is undertaken by the person who installed the door or window and is carried out 
within the manufacturer’s warranty period or warranty period agreed and documented by the 
customer and the person at the time of the installation, and

- in the case of a door installation, the door does not provide access to safes or strong rooms.

The Authority regularly meets the various locksmith representative bodies to discuss the 
regulatory impact on their sector. In recent weeks these discussions have centred on whether 
there is a need to review the scope of licensing. The Authority will continue to consult with the 
representative bodies on this issue and if changes to the licensing regime are deemed necessary, 
they will be made in due course. 

The licence fee comprises of two elements, an administration fee of €1,000 and a turnover 
fee based on the annual turnover of a contractor. The licence issued by the Authority is valid 
for a two year period. The provision of a regulatory environment has cost implications for the 
industry. Both the public and the industry benefit from regulation and it is in line with Govern-
ment policy that industry should fund such regulation. 

The Authority has made every effort to ensure that costs are kept to a minimum and reduced 
fees payable by contractors in 2013. It has also introduced an instalment payment option to as-
sist contractors with paying for their licence.  

Local authorities do not require a licence as the legislation defines a security service as “a 
service provided by a private security employer …………… in the course of an employment or 
as an independent contractor.”    Local authorities are not a private security employer, however 
where sub-contractors are engaged in licensed activity, such sub-contractors are required to be 
licensed by the PSA.  Individual licensing for employees working in the private security indus-
try has not yet been introduced for employees in the locksmith sector. When such licensing is 
introduced individuals carrying out locksmith work in local authorities will require a license.

18/06/2019WRM04600Naturalisation Applications

18/06/2019WRM04700244. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application for naturalisation in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25078/19]
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18/06/2019WRM04800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the application for a 
certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy continues to be processed 
and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. If further documentation 
is required it will be requested from the applicant in due course.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range 
of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing 
the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility, which has been specifical-
ly established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

18/06/2019WRM04900Departmental Funding

18/06/2019WRM05000245. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the annual 
funding provided to an organisation (details supplied) in each of the years 2011 to 2018 and to 
date in 2019, in tabular form. [25088/19]

18/06/2019WRM05100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Details of the funding 
provided by my Department to the Rape Crisis Network Ireland (RCNI) for the period 2011-
2018, and to date in 2019, are provided in the attached spreadsheet.

The fluctuation in the annual funding relates to the variation in the type of services provided 
in the years in question. Cosc, the National Office for the Prevention of Domestic, Sexual and 
Gender-Based Violence, provides funding towards RCNI’s legal coordination service while the 
Victims of Crime office funds victim support services provided by the RCNI. Details of the 
services and payments provided for the period in question are included in the spreadsheet. 

Cosc has an overall budget of €2.738m in 2019, with the bulk of this money used to fund 
the national awareness campaign on domestic and sexual violence (which was sought by and 
has the support of NGOs) as well as important domestic violence intervention programmes. The 
RCNI is one of 57 organisations to benefit from funding of €1.712 million to be provided by the 
Victims of Crime Office in 2019. 

The Deputy will wish to be aware that Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, is the primary 
statutory funder of sexual violence services in the state. In 2019 the Tusla national provision for 
frontline Domestic, Sexual and Gender-Based Violence services is €25.3 million, an increase of 
€4.9 million on the equivalent 2015 allocation. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-06-18_pq245-18-06-19_en.xlsx”>RCNI 2011-19</a>]
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18/06/2019WRM05200Seized Property

18/06/2019WRM05300246. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of vehicles impounded per Garda division since the commencement of the Clancy amendment 
on 22 December 2018 in view of the fact that An Garda Síochána confirmed on 27 May 2019 on 
a television programme (details supplied) that more than 1,100 vehicles had been impounded 
from unaccompanied learner drivers since that date; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [25097/19]

18/06/2019WRM05400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by An 
Garda Síochána that, during the period 22 December 2018 to 12 June 2019, over 1,250 ve-
hicles were seized from unaccompanied drivers under section 41 of the Road Traffic Act 1994, 
as amended (detention of vehicles). Unfortunately, I am informed that these statistics are not 
compiled in such a way as to identify specific Garda Division at which these incidents were 
recorded. 

I am further advised by An Garda Síochána that the Assistant Commissioner for Roads Po-
licing & Major Event Management is continuing to liaise with Garda ICT Division with a view 
to updating PULSE to allow for the identification of the specific reason as to why a vehicle was 
detained, i.e. no N.C.T., no driving licence, no tax or insurance certificate. 

I am also informed that a total, for all drivers, of 13,550 vehicles were seized under section 
41 in the first five months of this year.

18/06/2019WRM05500Legislative Reviews

18/06/2019WRM05600247. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position re-
garding the review being undertaken by officials of the Irish Prison Service and his Department 
in consultation with the Attorney General examining the necessary legislative and or adminis-
trative changes arising from the ruling in a case (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [25107/19]

18/06/2019WRM05700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The necessary legislative 
changes arising from the ruling in the case of O’Farrell, McDonald, Rafferty v The Governor of 
Portlaoise Prison have been considered by my Department having consulted with the Office of 
the Attorney General and the Irish Prison Service. 

I wish to advise the Deputy that the Government approved the General Scheme of the Trans-
fer of Sentenced Persons (Amendment) Bill and its submission for pre-legislative scrutiny on 
19 February 2019. The purpose of this Bill is to address the findings of the judgement in this 
case, and provides for a number of technical amendments to current legislation providing for 
the transfer of prisoners who wish to serve their remaining sentences in the State.

The Committee on Justice and Equality waived the requirement for this Bill to undergo pre-
legislative scrutiny in March 2019. The Scheme is now with the Office of the Parliamentary 
Counsel for drafting.

18/06/2019WRM05800Visa Applications

18/06/2019WRM05900248. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if external agencies 
are employed in different countries to process visa applications from persons who are not Irish 
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citizens and who seek to enter Ireland; if so, the countries in which such external agencies are 
used in this way; and the steps he has taken to ensure the protection of personal data supplied 
by visa applicants to such external agencies. [25159/19]

18/06/2019WRM06000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, in addition to the Dublin 
Visa Office, certain visa applications are decided by Irish Embassies either by specialist visa 
officers or under delegated sanction. 

Both INIS and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) have arrangements in 
place with third parties in relation to frontline and administrative services which includes the re-
ceipt of visa applications and supporting documents and the subsequent transmission of same to 
the relevant embassy for processing. This provides a customer focused service using a network 
of regional offices to negate the need for applicants to travel to Irish embassies.  For example, 
there are 13 and 15 regional offices available in India and China respectively, significantly re-
ducing travel times required in these countries.

However, I can confirm that these third parties have no role in the processing of a visa and 
all decisions on Irish visa applications are made by Irish officials, either from my Department 
or from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. 

The third parties are engaged under a contract which provides for the processing and safe-
keeping of personal information and which adheres to data protection legislation. In this way 
there will be the same level of confidence in the safekeeping of information provided by an ap-
plicant to a third party as there would be were the same information provided to an Irish civil 
servant.

The countries in which third parties are used include:

- P.R. China & Hong Kong

- India

- Pakistan

- Nepal

- Japan

- Nigeria

- United Arab Emirates

- Qatar

- Kuwait

- Venezuela

- Peru

- Turkey

- Ghana

- Azerbaijan

- Russian Federation.
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18/06/2019WRM06100Garda Operations

18/06/2019WRM06200249. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
report on Garda Operation Daylight; the number of persons arrested and charged to date; the 
number of successful convictions obtained to date; if the operation is still active; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25161/19]

18/06/2019WRM06300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by An 
Garda Síochána that Operation Daylight is a multi-agency initiative involving An Garda Sío-
chána, Transport Infrastructure Ireland and Egis Road & Tunnel Operations, targeting danger-
ous driving and toll evasion in the Dublin Port Tunnel and other motorway toll areas. Local 
Garda management have reported that Operation Daylight was first conducted on 23 May 2019. 

As a result of the operation four people were arrested at the Dublin Port Tunnel Toll Plaza 
for dangerous driving offences. Three of the arrested also failed the roadside drug test, and the 
fourth person was driving while disqualified. All four people are currently before the Courts.

Finally, I am informed that Operation Daylight   is an ongoing initiative with further days 
of enforcement planned in the near future.

18/06/2019WRN00200Garda Transport Data

18/06/2019WRN00300250. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of additional marked and unmarked Garda cars and vans that have been allocated to the Co-
olock Garda district to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25162/19]

18/06/2019WRN00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The resources provided 
by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented levels, with an allocation 
for 2019 of €1.76 billion.  Very significant capital investment is also being made in An Garda 
Síochána, including a total of €46 million for investment in the Garda fleet between 2016 and 
2021.  This continuing investment is intended to ensure that An Garda Síochána can be mobile, 
visible and responsive on the roads and in the community to prevent and tackle crime.

As the Deputy will appreciate, in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amend-
ed, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for managing and controlling the administration 
and business of An Garda Síochána.  Further, the allocation of Garda resources is a matter for 
the Commissioner, in light of identified operational demands. This includes responsibility for 
the allocation of Garda vehicles among the various Garda divisions.  As Minister, I have no 
role in these matters. I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps the distribution of 
resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to 
ensure their optimum use.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the responsibility for the efficient deployment 
of all official Garda vehicles in each Division is assigned to the Divisional Officer, who may 
allocate vehicles between stations as required by operational circumstances. The allocation of 
Garda vehicles is monitored and reviewed on a continual basis.

I am further informed that the following table outlines the number of vehicles attached to 
the DMR North Division and Coolock District as of 13 June  2019.
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- Cars Vans Motorcycles 4 x 4 *Others Total
- Total Total Total Total Total  
DMR NORTH DIVISION 71 18 0 1 4 94
COOLOCK-R DISTRICT 21 3 0 0 0 24

I am further informed that the following table outlines vehicle allocations to the DMR North 
Division and Coolock District to date in 2019 (correct to 13  June 2019).

- Cars *Others Total
- Unmarked Marked  
DMR NORTH 6 1 7
COOLOCK-R 3 0 3

* The category ‘Others’ in the table refers to Trucks, Minibuses & MPVs and vehicles not 
otherwise classified as cars, vans, motorcycles or 4x4s.

Finally, the Deputy may wish to be aware that a total of €10 million has been made available 
for the purchase and fit-out of Garda vehicles in 2019.  I understand from the Garda authorities 
that this allocation will be used for purchase and fit-out of over 300 new vehicles for operational 
use this year.

18/06/2019WRN00500Criminal Law

18/06/2019WRN00600251. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a review will be 
carried out of the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017 in view of the fact that the inten-
tion to review the operation of the Act was indicated during its passage through Dáil Éireann 
and more than two years after its passage (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25196/19]

18/06/2019WRN00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Part 4 of the Criminal 
Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017 specifies that, not later than 3 years after its commencement, a 
Report will be prepared on the number of arrests and convictions in respect of the new offences, 
as well as an assessment of the impact on the welfare of those who provide sexual services for 
payment.

A review will be conducted within the next twelve months and, as part of this, my Depart-
ment will be seeking submissions from interested parties for consideration.

18/06/2019WRN00800Community Return Programme

18/06/2019WRN00900252. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason 
the number of persons participating on the community return programme has declined since 
2014; his plans to carry out an independent evaluation of the programme; and if the criteria will 
be reviewed with a view to extending access to the programme. [25250/19]

18/06/2019WRN01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can advise the Deputy 
that the Community Return programme is a joint Irish Prison Service and Probation Service 
initiative where carefully selected prisoners are approved reviewable temporary release condi-
tional on them performing unpaid community work. The participants must be serving sentences 
of between 1 and 8 years.

Prisoners can be considered for placement on the scheme once they have half of their sen-
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tence complete and once they have demonstrated good behaviour and a commitment to engage 
with therapeutic services while in custody. The Community work takes place on projects such 
as the homeless services, local schools, community projects, youth and sports clubs, graffiti 
projects and other charitable organisations.

Community Return Statistics

2011 66
2012 299
2013 396
2014 455
2015 323
2016 301
2017 193
2018 218
Total 2251

While the numbers on Community Return have dropped from their high in 2014, the com-
pliance rate of almost 90% has remained the same. This demonstrates the robustness of the 
assessment process which involves a number of steps and takes into account a wide range of 
issues such as safety to the public, risk of re-offending, nature of the offence and other pertinent 
issues.

The Joint Strategy Steering Committee, which consists of senior officials from the Irish 
Prison Service and the Probation Service, are responsible for the monitoring of progress and 
tracking emerging trends in initiatives such as Community Return. In 2018 they examined rea-
sons for the fall in numbers on Community Return and found that regular prison review meet-
ings to examine eligible cases have continued to take place as appropriate.

The analysis found that an increasing number of prisoners were not suitable for early re-
lease as they represented an unacceptable risk for reasons including links to feuding gangs or 
that they had not demonstrated a genuine willingness to change their offending behaviour as 
they had not engaged effectively with the services available to them. It was also noted that an 
increasing numbers of prisoners had no stable address to return to. The Joint Strategy Steering 
Committee continue to monitor these issues.

I can further advise the Deputy that in 2014 the Evaluation Report, “Community Return 
- A Unique Opportunity” found that the Scheme provides a real and beneficial return to com-
munities across the country. It provided a means whereby offenders can return to their own 
communities and begin the process of resettlement with a focus and a pride that they can make 
a positive contribution there. I have no plans at present to commission a further independent 
evaluation of the scheme.

I can confirm to the Deputy that my Department has received recommendations from the 
Joint Strategy Steering Committee in relation to revised practices around Community Return 
and I expect to be in a position to make an announcement in the coming weeks.

18/06/2019WRN01100Legislative Programme

18/06/2019WRN01200253. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
key pieces of legislation in the penal system including the criminal justice (community sanc-
tions) Bill, the Prisons (Solitary Confinement) (Amendment) Bill 2016 and the Parole Bill 2016 
[25251/19]
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18/06/2019WRN01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Criminal Justice (Com-
munity Sanctions) Bill 

The Government has approved the drafting of a Criminal Justice (Community Sanctions) 
Bill to replace the Probation of Offenders Act 1907 with modern provisions dealing with com-
munity sanctions and the role of the Probation Service in the criminal justice system. The Bill is 
currently being drafted by the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel. This Bill is at an early stage 
in the drafting process and as such it is not possible to estimate a timeframe for publication.

Prisons (Solitary Confinement) Bill

The Prisons (Solitary Confinement) Bill is a Private Members’ Bill and as such is not within 
the responsibilities of the Department of Justice and Equality.

However, in respect of the subject matter of the Bill, Statutory Instrument 276 of 2017 
amended Rule 27 of the Prison Rules 2007. The purpose of this amendment was to provide a 
statutory entitlement to prisoners for a minimum of two hours out-of-cell time daily. The means 
by which this Statutory Instrument is implemented is contained within the Irish Prison Service 
Policy on the Elimination of Solitary Confinement, which is publicly available on their website

This 2017 amendment brings the Irish prison system into line with the United Nations Stan-
dard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (known as ‘Mandela Rules’) in respect of 
solitary confinement. 

Parole Bill

The Parole Bill is a Private Members’ Bill. The Government agreed in April 2017 to prog-
ress the objective of establishing an independent Parole Board on a statutory footing by bring-
ing forward appropriate amendments to the Bill. 

As well as providing for the establishment of the new Parole Board, the Bill sets out the 
criteria to be considered in deciding on the release of prisoners and how the decision to release 
should be made. 

Officials in my Department have been preparing detailed amendments in conjunction with 
the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel to the Government, and in consultation with the Dep-
uty. It is my intention to seek Government approval for these amendments very shortly, with a 
view to the Bill being brought to this House again for debate before the summer recess.

18/06/2019WRN01400Prisoner Data

18/06/2019WRN01500254. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of prisoners registered to vote; the number that voted per prison in the presidential election in 
2018 and in the May 2019 elections and referendum, respectively. [25252/19]

18/06/2019WRN01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to advise the Dep-
uty that the number of prisoners who exercised their right to vote in the Presidential election in 
2018 and in the May 2019 elections and Referendum, respectively are included in the following 
table.  I can further advise the Deputy that due to an administrative error this information for 
2018 was not recorded in the Dochas Centre.  Also the statistics requested for Shelton Abbey 
are currently unavailable. I have advised the Irish Prison Service to send this information di-
rectly to the Deputy as soon as it is to hand.

I am advised by my officials in the Irish Prison Service that considerable efforts were made 



18 June 2019

125

to facilitate prisoner voting prior to the dates for the Presidential election in 2018 and in the 
May 2019 elections and Referendum, respectively.

The Irish Prison Service complies with the provisions of the Electoral Amendment Act 
2006 in the context of facilitating prisoner voting in general and local elections and referenda, 
through ensuring:

- Information on voting is contained in the induction packs presented to all prisoners on 
committal. Prison officials have worked closely with the Department of Housing, Planning and 
Local Government in producing an information leaflet for prisoners on prisoner voting. This 
leaflet is widely available in all prisons.

- All prisons have a stock of ballot application forms available to prisoners on request.

- All prisons have a designated official who has been appointed under the provisions of the 
Electoral Amendment Act 2006 with responsibility for the facilitation of prisoner postal voting.

Prisoners have access to a range of media forms including newspapers, radio and TV through 
which they are kept informed of current affairs. The extensive educational facilities available 
in the various institutions also play a role in this process of increasing prisoner awareness of 
political developments. Both the library service and the educational services in the prisons play 
a valuable role in increasing awareness among prisoners of their rights in this area.

- May 2018 Presi-
dential Election & 
8th Amendment 
Referendum

- May 2019 Local, 
European & Di-
vorce Referendum

-

Institution Prisoners registered 
to vote 

Prisoners who 
voted 

Prisoners registered 
to vote 

Prisoners who 
voted 

Mountjoy (m) 138 89 143 96
Mountjoy (f) Not available Not available 12 10
Cloverhill 4 0 4 0
Wheatfield 45 24 43 20
Midlands 30 28 8 7
Portlaoise 0 0 2 2
Cork 0 0 0 0
Limerick 4 0 4 0
Castlerea 0 0 1 1
Arbour Hill 6 5 6 6
Loughan House 2 2 1 1
Shelton Abbey Not available Not available Not available Not available
Totals 229 148 224 143

18/06/2019WRN01700Direct Provision Data

18/06/2019WRN01800255. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
refugees staying in a hotel (details supplied); the number of persons there for six, 12 and 18 
months, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25261/19]

18/06/2019WRN01900257. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of persons living in direct provision in the Newbridge centre in County Kildare in each of the 
years 2011 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25263/19]
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18/06/2019WRN02000258. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of persons under 18 years of age living in direct provision in the Newbridge centre in County 
Kildare in each of the years 2012 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25264/19]

18/06/2019WRN02100259. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
children, women and men resident in a direct provision centre (details supplied). [25265/19]

18/06/2019WRN02200260. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
children, women and men resident in a direct provision centre (details supplied). [25266/19]

18/06/2019WRN02300Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 255 and 257 to 260, inclusive, together.

The information the Deputy has requested refers to persons residing in accommodation pro-
vided by the Reception and Integration Agency (RIA) in the Kildare area.  Although there are 
a certain number of people residing in accommodation centres that have some sort of status or 
permission to remain, for the most part people residing in accommodation centres have current 
applications or appeals pending for international protection.

The statistical data the Deputy requires is contained in the following tabular statements.

Duration of Stay - Hazel Hotel

By Month  0 less than 
3

3 less than 
6

 6 less than 
9

 9 less than 
12

 12 less 
than 18

 18 less 
than 24

 Total

 Hazel 
Hotel

 6  6  6  92  1  5  116

As of 1st June 2019 there are 116 people residing in the Hazel accommodation centre.  21 
of those residents are under 18.

There are 30 Female (8 children and 22 adults) and 86 males (13 children and 73 adults).

Eyre Powell Centre - Adults and less than age 18 2011 to date

At Year End 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 to 
1st June

No. of Applicants 79 81 68 79 71 66 83 94 131
No. of Adult Applicants 62 60 47 60 58 62 77 85 100
No. of Under 18 Applicants 17 21 21 19 13 4 6 9 31

As of 1st June 2019 there are 131 people residing in the Eyre Powell accommodation centre.  
31 of those residents are under age 18.   There are 60 Female (14 children and 46 adults) and 71 
males (17 children and 54 adults).

18/06/2019WRN02400Direct Provision Data

18/06/2019WRN02500256. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
persons admitted to each direct provision centre in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 
2019; and the length of time these persons have remained within the system. [25262/19]

18/06/2019WRN02600Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The statistical data requested by the Deputy is contained in the following tabular statement: 
[<ahref=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-



18 June 2019

127

tion/2019-06-18_pq256-18-6-19_en.docx”>duration of stay</a>]

  Questions No. 257 to 260, inclusive, answered with Question No. 255.

18/06/2019WRN03100Direct Provision Data

18/06/2019WRN03200261. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number, 
location, capacity and occupancy of all temporary direct provision centres; the details of the 
contracts in place; if he is satisfied that adequate facilities are provided; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25268/19]

18/06/2019WRN03300Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
Since September 2018, due to insufficient capacity within the Reception and Integration Agen-
cy’s (RIA) accommodation portfolio, RIA has contracted for the use of emergency accommoda-
tion in hotels and guest houses.

Due to commercial sensitivities with suppliers, many of which are operating as hotels and 
guest houses concurrently with accommodating applicants for international protection, and also 
to protect the identity of applicants in emergency accommodation, the name and exact location 
of the premises being used are not made public.

The following table includes a breakdown by county of premises being used as emergency 
accommodation and the numbers accommodated there as at the 9th June 2019.

County  No. of Hotels/Guest houses  Number of Applicants Accommodated
 Cavan  1  41
 Clare  1  19
 Dublin  7  297
 Meath  2  47
 Monaghan  5  133
 Laois  2  63
 Offaly  1  17
 Louth  2  23
 Tipperary  1  17
 Wicklow  2  78
 Wexford  1  42
 Total  25  777

Emergency accommodation is contracted on a short-term basis for up to 6 months. In the 
interim, RIA is seeking to find additional capacity within its portfolio by providing supports 
through DePaul Ireland, The Peter McVerry Trust, The Jesuit Refugee Service and South Dub-
lin County Partnership to assist those residents who have status or permission to remain to 
secure accommodation in the community, In addition, RIA is engaged in a regional public pro-
curement process to identify additional accommodation centres.

It should be noted that the emergency accommodation being utilised are not accommoda-
tion centres under the Direct Provision system. The Department is using commercial hotels and 
guest houses as a temporary measure while seeking to acquire sufficient capacity within RIA’s 
accommodation portfolio in order to meet the State’s obligations to persons seeking interna-
tional protection.

RIA staff carry out information clinics at the temporary accommodation with residents and 
meetings between both the Office of the Ombudsman and the Office of the Ombudsman for 
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Children and residents have been facilitated.

In addition, RIA is seeking to contract in a Visiting Support and Cultural Liaison Service 
from the NGO community by the end of this month to assist those residents during their time in 
the emergency accommodation.

18/06/2019WRN03400Asylum Applications Data

18/06/2019WRN03500262. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the location 
at which children (details supplied) applied for asylum in 2018, by county in tabular form; the 
number that reside in direct provision centres that have access to educational, learning and 
developmental opportunities; and the educational level to which they have access. [25285/19]

18/06/2019WRN03600Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
While an international protection claim is being examined, the Reception and Integration Agen-
cy (RIA) offer accommodation and related services to anyone without means. This includes all 
meals, and utilities.  A weekly personal allowance is paid to each person and the Department of 
Employment Affairs and Social Protection cover exceptional needs.  The Department of Educa-
tion and Skills provides school places for children resident in the centres and children also have 
access to the free pre-school scheme, the Early Childhood Care and Education programme. The 
HSE provides mainstreamed health services to residents. It is a whole-of-Government approach 
to supports and services for applicants.

Children resident in RIA-provided accommodation are educated within the mainstream 
education system i.e. the children of applicants for International Protection access free Primary 
and Post-Primary education in the same manner as the general population. They can apply for 
school transport under the School Transport Scheme operated by Bus Eireann on behalf of the 
Department of Education and Skills.  Education in Ireland is compulsory from age 6 to 16 or 
until students have completed three years of second level (post-primary) education, whichever 
is the later date, under the Education (Welfare) Act, 2000.  The Department of Education and 
Skills provides additional teaching and other resources to schools at primary and post-primary 
level to cater for the needs of pupils for whom English is not their first language.

Homework clubs are also provided at some accommodation centres designated as family 
centres. A quiet space is provided in family centres to facilitate children doing their homework. 
Children are free to engage in school based activities and other recreational facilities that are 
available in the locality in which they are living.

Refugee Access Programme

The City of Dublin Educational Training Board (CDETB) Refugee Access Programme RAP 
enables newly arrived separated children seeking International Protection and other young refu-
gees aged 16-21 years to communicate through English to a level that will allow them to func-
tion in and integrate into Irish society.  This full-time education programme covers English 
language, maths and life skills.

Access to Adult Literacy and English language supports

Access to adult literacy, English language and other culture supports is available to all In-
ternational Protection applicants i.e. for whom English is not their first language, and is not 
subject to any eligibility criteria. Tuition is provided free of charge by Education and Training 
Boards ETBs.
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The statistical data the Deputy requires is contained in the following tabular statement.

- Minors Applied for International Protection 2018 
DP/Non DP Breakdown

Children residing outside accommodation centres 340
Children residing in accommodation centres pro-
vided by RIA 

511

Private Accommodation 6
Total 857

- Minors Applied for International Protection 2018  
Place of Application

Cork Airport 1
Dublin Airport 184
IPO Application Centre 670
Rosslare 2
Total 857

Note: These statistics include both dependent minors and unaccompanied minors.

18/06/2019WRN03700Direct Provision System

18/06/2019WRN03800263. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the recre-
ational facilities available to persons under 18 years of age housed in direct provision centres 
by county in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25286/19]

18/06/2019WRN03900Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The improvements to living conditions for residents in accommodation provided by the Recep-
tion and Integration Agency (RIA) of my Department have been significant in recent years. 
These include the implementation of self- or communal catering arrangements in a number of 
accommodation centres.

In addition, there have been significant improvements to recreation opportunities.  Friends 
of the Centre groups have also been established in each centre.  This initiative aims to bring 
residents, community and voluntary groups together with a view to increasing integration op-
portunities and providing for the development of greater community linkages with the residents 
and the centre.

It is a core requirement under the Department’s public procurement process for accommo-
dation centres that all tenders must include an implementation plan to meet the social, cultural 
and recreational needs of residents and to foster links with local organisations and community 
groups to encourage greater integration.

There are a wide range of activities being co-ordinated through Friends of the Centre 
Groups. These include facilitating access to local sporting clubs, participation in Tidy Towns 
Committees, participation in community gardens, facilitating An Fóroige Youth Clubs, sewing 
circles, events celebrating different nationalities and cultures and organised day trips to various 
locations.

The following table is a break-down of recreational facilities available to children in those 
accommodation centres which accommodate families:

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-06-18_pq263-18-6-19_en.docx”>response</a>]
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18/06/2019WRN04000Personal Injury Claims

18/06/2019WRN04100264. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
the committee he requested be established with representatives of the Personal Injuries Assess-
ment Board and his officials to review guidelines for minor personal injury claims including 
whiplash and soft tissue injuries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25328/19]

18/06/2019WRN04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can advise the Deputy 
that this is being dealt with within the framework of the Judicial Council Bill 2017.  The Bill is 
a legislative priority for Government and provides for the establishment of a personal injuries 
guidelines committee which will be tasked with drawing up guidelines for appropriate general 
damages for various types of personal injury.  

It is anticipated that the Bill will be enacted by the summer recess with the Report Stage of 
the Bill scheduled to be taken in the Seanad on 20 June 2019.

  Question No. 265 answered with Question No. 227.

18/06/2019WRN04400Departmental Properties

18/06/2019WRN04500266. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount 
of land purchased and leased by size and amount expended in the past five years to date; the 
location of same; the term of the lease and amount expended per year in cases in which land is 
leased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25389/19]

18/06/2019WRN04600267. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
buildings and property purchased and leased and the amount expended in the past five years to 
date; the location of same; the term of the lease and the amount expended per year in cases in 
which properties are leased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25406/19]

18/06/2019WRN04700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 266 and 267 together.

The majority of properties occupied by my Department are owned or leased on its behalf by 
the Office of Public Works (OPW).

I can confirm that the Department has not purchased or leased land during this period.  Infor-
mation in respect of buildings leased by my Department is contained in the attached document.

I have requested that all agencies under the aegis of my Department respond directly to the 
Deputy.

Name/Address Term of lease 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 1/1/2019 – 
30/6/2019

Department 
of Justice & 
EqualityMon-
tague Court 
(Part 2nd 
Floor) 

10 years 
1/11/2006 to 
31/10/16 and 
renewed for 
8 years and 7 
months from 
1/11/16 to 
31/5/2025

€178,080 €178,080 €179,267 €185,200 €185,200 €92,600
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Name/Address Term of lease 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 1/1/2019 – 
30/6/2019

Department 
of Justice & 
EqualityMon-
tague Court 
(Part 2nd floor 
and 3rd Floor)

25 years to 
31/5/2025

€513,000 €513,000 €513,000 €513,000 €513,000 €256,500

O’Higgins 
Commission 
of Investiga-
tion, Smith-
field Business 
Centre, 
Dublin 7

Rent of office 
space6 Feb 
2015 – 6 May 
2016

€88,000 €32,000

Irish Passen-
ger Informa-
tion Unit, 
Skybridge 
House, Dublin 
Airport

Rent of office 
space May 
2018 – May 
2020

€169,552 €127,164

Inspector 
of Prisons 
Investigation, 
Regus, Har-
court Centre, 
Dublin 2

Rent of of-
fice space 
17/12/2018 – 
16/12/2019

€3313 €41,084

18/06/2019WRN04900Garda Transport Data

18/06/2019WRN05000268. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
vehicles by type in the Garda fleet that are leased rather than owned by An Garda Síochána; the 
cost of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25423/19]

18/06/2019WRN05100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In accordance with the 
Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amended, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for managing 
and controlling the administration and business of An Garda Síochána including the allocation 
of Garda resources.  

As such, decisions in relation to the provision and allocation of Garda vehicles across the 
various Garda divisions are a matter for the Commissioner in the light of identified operational 
demands. As Minister, I have no direct role in that matter.

I have requested the relevant information from the Commissioner and I will write to the 
Deputy directly when I receive it.

18/06/2019WRN05200Insurance Fraud

18/06/2019WRN05300269. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps he 
will take to tackle insurance fraud; if he will consider setting up a dedicated central Garda re-
source tasked with investigating fraudulent cases for potential prosecution; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [25429/19]

18/06/2019WRN05400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appreci-
ate that it is the Garda Commissioner who is solely responsible for organisational matters, such 
as the establishment of individual Garda units, the remits of any such units, and the resourcing 
of units. As I have outline previously to the House, the Commissioner is of the view that a divi-
sional focus on insurance fraud is preferable to the establishment of a centralised investigation 
unit. This approach is aligned with the divisional-focussed Garda model. It is the intention of 
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the Commissioner that the Garda National Economic Crime Bureau (GNECB) will guide divi-
sions and provide training in the investigation of insurance fraud.

The Deputy will be aware that the Cost of Insurance Working Group (CIWG) specifically 
called for An Garda Síochána to explore the potential for further cooperation between it and the 
insurance sector in relation to insurance fraud investigation. An industry-funded Garda insur-
ance fraud unit was one option considered in this regard. While the Commissioner has indi-
cated that he does not support industry funding of Garda units, he is open to considering other 
industry-funded proposals to combat insurance fraud, for example, IT projects and/or the ap-
pointment of analysts. 

On a wider level, much constructive engagement has taken place, including the commit-
ment by An Garda Síochána and Insurance Ireland’s Anti-Fraud Forum to meet on a regular 
basis in order to discuss and act upon current and ongoing general issues which arise in the area 
of insurance fraud.

In relation to the scale of insurance fraud reported to An Garda Síochána, the most recent 
figures available to the Department of Justice and Equality show that, in the period 1 October 
2018 (i.e. the date on which the new statistical category of ‘insurance fraud’ came into being) 
to end May 2019, 50 incidents of insurance fraud were recorded on PULSE. 50% of these 
incidents relate to staged collisions (this data is correct as at 6 June 2019, however the data is 
operational and, therefore, subject to change).

Finally, the Deputy will be aware of An Garda Síochána’s Operation Coatee, which targets 
insurance-related criminality. In April, the GNECB, supported by Lucan Garda Station, CAB 
and the Armed Support Units, carried out searches in the west Dublin area with a view to sub-
mitting files to the Director of Public Prosecutions. Operation Coatee was successful in making 
a number of important seizures including documentation and financial records.

18/06/2019WRN05500Public Order Offences

18/06/2019WRN05600270. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of prog-
ress in addressing the issue of scramblers and quad bikes; if he will report on the work of the 
inter-agency group working on this matter; if he will clarify the views of An Garda Síochána in 
this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25486/19]

18/06/2019WRN05700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will al-
ready be aware, legal advice received from the Office of the Attorney General indicated that, 
in the main, current road traffic and public order legislation appear to provide sufficient means 
to police the misuse of scramblers and quad bikes. This view was shared by the Department of 
Transport, Tourism and Sport and An Garda Síochána at a meeting of the cross-agency group 
on 15 March. 

My Department is continuing to liaise with An Garda Síochána to explore practical solu-
tions to this problem, which are likely to include a combination of targeted enforcement mea-
sures, awareness raising, and youth engagement programmes. 

I would like to take this opportunity to commend An Garda Síochána for its ongoing ef-
forts to tackle the dangerous anti-social behaviour associated with the misuse of these vehicles. 
There were two recent incidents in Dublin where such vehicles were being driven dangerously 
with no licence or insurance, in public areas, including a public park. In both instances the ve-
hicles were seized and the drivers were arrested.
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18/06/2019WRO00200Wards of Court

18/06/2019WRO00300271. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason fees charged 
for a ward of court in circumstances in which the General Solicitor is committee for the person 
and estate and the family or persons other than the General Solicitor is committee for the person 
and estate, with particular reference to the income included in calculating the amount and the 
rate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25497/19]

18/06/2019WRO00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the High Court has jurisdiction in Wards of Court matters and management of the courts 
is the responsibility of the Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions under 
the Courts Service Act 1998.  Furthermore, the Office of the General Solicitor for Minors and 
Wards of Court is an Office of the High Court.

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has advised that the General Solicitor is appointed by the President of the High 
Court as Committee for Wards of Court where the Court determines that there is no suitable 
family member to act or where there is a dispute between family members. 

The Courts Service has informed me that Committee fees are provided for under Section 
115 of the Lunacy Regulation Ireland Act, 1871 and Rule 67 Order 65 of the Rules of Superior 
Courts.

The Courts Service has also informed me that the General Solicitor charges fees where 
she has been so appointed for providing independent and professional service to the Ward and 
the Court.  As the Deputy will be aware, the General Solicitor acts under the direction of the 
President of the High Court.   The Courts Service has further advised that Committee fees are 
paid from Ward’s funds for the collection and processing of that Ward’s funds and income by 
the General Solicitor in her capacity as the Committee for the Ward.  Income includes pensions, 
annuities and rental income.  Fees on income are calculated at 5% of the amount received.  Fees 
on funds other than income are calculated at 4% of the amount received.  The General Solicitor 
is required to file accounts on a periodic basis with the Office of Wards of Court for vouching 
and examination of the Ward’s funds received and paid out. 

The Courts Service has indicated that in common with any solicitor who acts in a wardship 
matter, the General Solicitor is paid legal costs in respect of the work carried out as solicitor for 
the Ward.  These costs are generally paid from the Ward’s funds.  These Bills are either mea-
sured by the Registrar for Wards of Court or are taxed by the Taxing Master.  Payment of legal 
costs arise whether the Committee is the General Solicitor or a family member. 

In addition to the above, it is open to any Committee to seek remuneration in relation to their 
role as Committee.  However it is not the practice to pay remuneration by way of Committee 
fees.

18/06/2019WRO00500Irish Youth Justice Service

18/06/2019WRO00600272. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the funding allo-
cated to the Irish Youth Justice Service in each of the years 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25537/19]

18/06/2019WRO00700Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The Deputy will be aware that the Irish Youth Justice Service is comprised of co-located staff of 
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my Department and the Department of Children and Youth Affairs.  My Department currently 
funds some 106 local Garda Youth Diversion Projects and the following table sets out the posi-
tion in relation to these specific projects as sought by the Deputy.

Funding provided for Garda Youth Diversion Projects from 2015 to 2018 (expendi-
ture) and 2019 (allocation)

Year Funding
2015 €11.3 million
2016 €13 million
2017 €13.3 million
2018 €13.7 million
2019 €15.3 million

18/06/2019WRO00800Crime Prevention

18/06/2019WRO00900273. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 366 of 11 June 2019, the location at which it is planned to commence a 
trial of the Greentown programme approach on a pilot basis; when he expects the programme 
to commence in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25538/19]

18/06/2019WRO01000Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): I 
refer the Deputy to my previous answer on 11 June 2019.  As I indicated in that answer, crime 
prevention and investigation, including in relation to the involvement of children in crime, are 
operational matters for An Garda Síochána in the first instance.

That being said, I share the Deputy’s concern that we do all that we can to prevent children 
and young people from coming under the influence of criminals.  An important initiative in 
that regard is the “Greentown” project, a research project led by the REPPP Project (Research 
Evidence into Policy, Programmes and Practice) at the School of Law in the University of Lim-
erick (UL).  The REPPP project is a strategic research partnership with UL which is supported 
by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs, and also by my own Department.  Its specific 
focus is on examining the recruitment by criminal networks of children in Ireland and to make 
recommendations for interventions to disrupt this. 

In the absence of international models of intervention that could be readily deployed, the 
original Greentown report (December 2016) recommended the design of a programme to in-
clude interventions with children and their families to help them withstand the influence of 
criminal networks.  This new “Greentown Programme” has been designed with the input of 
leading international expertise on crime and criminal networks, together with Irish scientific, 
policy and practice expertise in child protection and welfare, drugs and community develop-
ment. 

I understand that it is intended to commence a trial of the Greentown Programme approach, 
on a pilot basis, during 2019. 

More generally, I am currently developing a new Youth Justice Strategy with the assistance 
of an interdepartmental and interagency steering group.  The new Strategy will address the full 
range of issues relevant to youth justice, including how best to tackle the serious issues raised 
in the Deputy’s Question.  

A key issue here is how to ensure an integrated approach across all agencies, but in par-
ticular the relevant child welfare programmes, Garda Youth Diversion Projects and schools, to 
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ensure a sustained and holistic response and that integrated services are provided to respond 
to the situation of children at risk, tailored to the individual child in the context of the specific 
family and the specific community and the issues they face.  The new Youth Justice Strategy 
will be published in draft form for a further round of public consultation before the end of this 
year and will be finalised early in 2020.  

My Department also provides funding through the Irish Youth Justice Service (IYJS) to sup-
port the operation of 106 Garda Youth Diversion Projects (GYDPs).  These projects are com-
munity based multi-agency crime prevention initiatives which primarily seek to divert young 
people who have become involved in crime/anti-social behaviour.   

For 2019, IYJS has a renewed emphasis on preventative work by GYDPs, looking at the 
child in the context of the specific family and the specific community.  This includes family 
support work and working with children aged 8 to 11.  The Department also supports pilot proj-
ects, to help develop better approaches in areas such as engagement with hard-to-reach or more 
challenging children, as well as mentoring initiatives.

While the Greentown report was based in one site, a number of other sites have also been 
used in the research.  Each one of these sites have been given a fictitious name in order to pro-
tect the identities of the young people involved in the study and to avoid stigmatising the local 
community.  A final decision on trial sites for a project intervention has not been made at this 
time, but in any event the Deputy will appreciate the continued need to keep the identity of the 
specific areas confidential for the reasons outlined above.

18/06/2019WRO01100Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal Data

18/06/2019WRO01200274. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of claims 
brought to the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal in 2018 and to date in 2019; the num-
ber of claims settled in 2018 and to date in 2019; the value of the settlements in 2018 and to 
date in 2019; the number of cases on hand in view of the review he is undertaking; the number 
of these older than five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25547/19]

18/06/2019WRO01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Deputy 
that the number of General Scheme applications received by the Tribunal in 2018 was 174 and 
to date in 2019 is 71.  In 2019 payments were made in respect of 21 applications at a cost of 
€6.33m, including on foot of an additional €2.4m which I obtained as part of a Supplementary 
Estimate.  To date in 2019 payments have been made in respect of 9 applications at a cost of 
€0.65m.

I am informed that the assessment of the caseload of the Tribunal will be submitted to me 
shortly.  I will revert to the Deputy with a further update at that point. 

I can further inform the Deputy that the Law Reform Commission published its fifth Pro-
gramme of Law Reform on 5 June 2019.  A review of the Scheme of Compensation for Injuries 
Criminally Inflicted is one of the fifteen projects identified in the Programme, which I welcome 
as an opportunity to examine in detail this long established scheme.

18/06/2019WRO01400Closed-Circuit Television Systems Provision

18/06/2019WRO01500275. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the details of the 20 
community-based CCTV schemes that have been approved for funding; the location of each 
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scheme; if funding has been drawn down in each case; if each scheme is operational; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [25548/19]

18/06/2019WRO01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): CCTV systems installed 
for the purposes of crime prevention and as aids to policing in areas to which the general public 
routinely have access fall into two distinct but complementary categories, namely Garda CCTV 
systems and community-based CCTV systems. 

Community CCTV is governed by section 38(3)(c) of the Garda Síochána Act 2005 and the 
Garda Síochána (CCTV) Order 2006 (SI No 289 of 2006).  This legal framework requires that 
any proposed community CCTV scheme must:

- be approved by the local Joint Policing Committee,

- have the prior support of the relevant local authority, which must also undertake to act as 
data controller, and

- have the authorisation of the Garda Commissioner.

This is the legal basis for all community CCTV schemes and these key legal requirements 
have not changed since 2006.

20 applications have been approved to date under the scheme, involving approval for 
grants totalling more than €500,000.  The location of these approved funding applications, as 
requested by the Deputy, are as follows: 

- Carrick on Shannon, Co Leitrim

- Cranmore, Co Sligo

- Arklow, Co Wicklow

- Courttown/Riverchapel, Gorey and Wexford Town, Co Wexford

- Abbeyfeale, Adare, Askeaton, Caherconlish, Cappamore, Castleconnell, Croom, Foynes, 
Kilmallock, Newcastlewest, Pallasgreen, Patrickswell, Murroe and Rathkeale, County Limer-
ick. 

Drawdown of funding is arranged for in the following way: First, successful applicants 
receive confirmation they have been approved for a grant under the scheme and confirmation 
of the amount of the grant.  50% of the grant amount is released at this stage, on signature by 
the successful applicant of the grant agreement.  This allows successful applicants to proceed 
with the installation of the system, secure in the knowledge that the grant has been approved 
and with the availability at that stage of 50% of the grant.  All such payments are made via the 
relevant Local Authority. 

The balance of the grant is released and transferred when the successful applicant provides 
the Department with information (confirmed by An Garda Síochána) that the CCTV system is 
fully operational. 

I would recall in that regard that my Department administers the CCTV grant aid scheme 
but is not responsible for oversight of the operation of CCTV schemes more generally.  The 
practical operation of such schemes is a matter for the relevant applicants; with responsibility 
for data protection resting with the relevant local authority as data controller.  This is without 
prejudice to the wider arrangements and structures provided for by law, for example in terms of 
role of the Data Protection Commission with regard to compliance of data controllers with data 
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protection law and supervision by An Garda Síochána in relation to any conditions of authorisa-
tion of CCTV under section 38 of the Garda Síochána Act. 

The grant aid scheme remains open for applications in 2019.  I am keen to ensure that all 
interested groups, in both rural and urban areas, have the opportunity to take advantage of the 
availability of the grant aid scheme.  Further details are available to download from my Depart-
ment’s website - www.justice.ie and support and guidance is available to help interested groups 
through a dedicated email address, communitycctv@justice.ie.

18/06/2019WRO01700Garda Transport Data

18/06/2019WRO01800276. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the national 
breakdown by Garda district of all types of vehicle in the Garda fleet, including unmarked ve-
hicles, as of 16 June 2019. [25556/19]

18/06/2019WRO01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The resources provided 
by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented levels, with an allocation 
for 2019 of €1.76 billion.  Very significant capital investment is also being made in An Garda 
Síochána, including a total of €46 million for investment in the Garda fleet between 2016 and 
2021.  This continuing investment is intended to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a modern, 
effective and fit-for-purpose fleet and can be mobile, visible and responsive on the roads and in 
the community to prevent and tackle crime.

As the Deputy will appreciate, in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amend-
ed, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for managing and controlling the administration 
and business of An Garda Síochána.  Further, the allocation of Garda resources is a matter for 
the Commissioner, in light of identified operational demands.  This includes responsibility for 
the allocation of Garda vehicles among the various Garda divisions.  As Minister, I have no 
role in these matters.  I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps the distribution of 
resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities to ensure 
their optimum use.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the following table outlines details of the Gar-
da fleet (including unmarked vehicles) attached to Garda districts throughout the country as of 
17 June, 2019.  The Deputy should note that this table excludes vehicles assigned to National 
Units and Garda HQ.

The Deputy may also wish to be aware that a total of €10 million has been made available 
for the purchase and fit-out of Garda vehicles in 2019.  I understand from the Garda authorities 
that this allocation will be used for purchase and fit-out of over 300 new vehicles for operational 
use this year.

Garda Fleet by District (excluding National Units and Garda HQ), correct as at 17 
June 2019

District Cars Vans Bikes 4x4 Others Total
BLACKROCK-W DISTRICT 18 1 0 1 1 21
DUNLAOGHAIRE-F DISTRICT 21 8 0 0 1 30
BALBRIGGAN-Y DISTRICT 9 1 0 0 1 11
BALLYMUN DISTRICT 28 10 0 1 3 42
COOLOCK-R DISTRICT 21 3 0 0 0 24
RAHENY-J DISTRICT 15 4 0 0 0 19
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District Cars Vans Bikes 4x4 Others Total
BRIDEWELL DISTRICT 7 3 0 0 0 10
FITZGIBBON STREET DISTRICT 12 3 0 2 0 17
STORE STREET DISTRICT 22 6 0 1 1 30
CRUMLIN-G DISTRICT 18 10 0 0 0 28
TALLAGHT-M DISTRICT 22 5 0 1 0 28
TERENURE-P DISTRICT 13 2 0 1 0 16
DONNYBROOK-E DISTRICT 10 6 0 0 0 16
KEVIN STREET-A DISTRICT 22 4 0 0 1 27
PEARSE STREET-B DISTRICT 8 4 0 0 1 13
DMR TRAFFIC-DUBLIN CASTLE DISTRICT 17 1 48 4 3 73
BLANCHARDSTOWN-K DISTRICT 31 6 0 0 2 39
CLONDALKIN-L DISTRICT 14 5 0 0 0 19
LUCAN-Q DISTRICT 14 2 0 0 7 23
KILDARE DISTRICT 16 5 0 2 1 24
LEIXLIP DISTRICT 10 2 0 0 0 12
NAAS DISTRICT 12 5 1 1 2 21
BIRR DISTRICT 5 2 0 0 0 7
PORTLAOISE DISTRICT 21 6 2 1 3 33
TULLAMORE DISTRICT 10 5 0 0 1 16
ASHBOURNE DISTRICT 16 4 1 1 0 22
KELLS DISTRICT 7 2 0 0 0 9
NAVAN DISTRICT 11 5 0 0 0 16
TRIM DISTRICT 8 1 0 0 0 9
ATHLONE DISTRICT 12 2 1 1 1 17
MULLINGAR DISTRICT 33 13 2 2 5 55
BALTINGLASS DISTRICT 10 2 0 1 0 13
BRAY DISTRICT 19 4 1 1 1 26
WICKLOW DISTRICT 12 4 0 3 1 20
BAILIEBORO DISTRICT 9 2 0 0 0 11
CARRICKMACROSS DISTRICT 7 2 0 1 0 10
CAVAN DISTRICT 14 4 1 0 1 20
MONAGHAN DISTRICT 8 6 1 0 2 17
BALLYSHANNON DISTRICT 14 4 0 2 1 21
BUNCRANA DISTRICT 9 2 2 0 0 13
LETTERKENNY DISTRICT 17 6 1 0 1 25
MILFORD DISTRICT 7 2 0 1 0 10
ARDEE DISTRICT 4 3 0 0 0 7
DROGHEDA DISTRICT 11 1 2 1 2 17
DUNDALK DISTRICT 17 5 0 2 2 26
BALLYMOTE DISTRICT 6 2 0 0 0 8
LEITRIM DISTRICT 11 4 1 0 0 16
SLIGO DISTRICT 18 7 1 0 1 27
CARLOW DISTRICT 12 5 1 1 0 19
KILKENNY DISTRICT 26 8 0 1 4 39
THOMASTOWN DISTRICT 15 5 0 0 3 23
CAHIR DISTRICT 13 2 0 2 1 18
CLONMEL DISTRICT 7 2 0 0 0 9
NENAGH DISTRICT 8 2 0 1 0 11
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District Cars Vans Bikes 4x4 Others Total
THURLES DISTRICT 13 5 2 1 0 21
TIPPERARY DISTRICT 4 2 0 0 0 6
DUNGARVAN DISTRICT 14 2 0 0 0 16
TRAMORE DISTRICT 9 1 1 1 0 12
WATERFORD DISTRICT 19 11 2 3 3 38
ENNISCORTHY DISTRICT 21 2 1 1 0 25
NEW ROSS DISTRICT 7 2 0 0 0 9
WEXFORD DISTRICT 19 7 0 1 1 28
ANGELSEA STREET DISTRICT 53 14 7 3 4 81
GURRANABRAHER DISTRICT 11 1 0 0 1 13
MAYFIELD DISTRICT 8 4 1 0 4 17
TOGHER DISTRICT 13 2 0 0 0 15
FERMOY DISTRICT 11 3 0 0 1 15
MALLOW DISTRICT 11 4 1 0 0 16
MIDLETON DISTRICT 14 5 1 0 0 20
BANDON DISTRICT 15 6 1 0 2 24
BANTRY DISTRICT 6 3 0 0 0 9
CLONAKILTY DISTRICT 6 1 0 0 0 7
MACROOM DISTRICT 15 2 0 2 0 19
KILLARNEY DISTRICT 10 3 0 0 0 13
LISTOWEL DISTRICT 8 2 0 0 0 10
TRALEE DISTRICT 19 6 3 1 2 31
BRUFF DISTRICT 4 2 0 0 0 6
HENRY STREET LIMERICK DISTRICT 33 10 3 3 3 52
NEWCASTLEWEST DISTRICT 12 2 0 0 0 14
ROXBORO ROAD DISTRICT 8 2 0 0 2 12
ENNIS DISTRICT 25 10 2 0 1 38
KILRUSH DISTRICT 11 3 0 1 0 15
BALLINASLOE DISTRICT 6 1 0 0 0 7
CLIFDEN DISTRICT 5 2 0 0 0 7
GALWAY DISTRICT 27 13 4 3 4 51
LOUGHREA DISTRICT 9 3 0 0 0 12
SALTHILL DISTRICT 8 2 0 0 0 10
TUAM DISTRICT 10 2 2 0 1 15
BALLINA DISTRICT 7 4 0 0 0 11
BELMULLET DISTRICT 2 1 0 0 0 3
CASTLEBAR DISTRICT 8 3 1 0 1 13
CLAREMORRIS DISTRICT 11 2 0 2 1 16
WESTPORT DISTRICT 5 2 0 0 0 7
CASTLEREA DISTRICT 12 4 0 0 3 19
GRANARD DISTRICT 4 2 0 0 0 6
LONGFORD DISTRICT 14 2 1 0 0 17
ROSCOMMON DISTRICT 10 5 2 0 1 18
Total by Division, excluding National Units and HQ 
vehicles

1294 385 101 58 89 1927

*The category “others” refers to MPV, SUV, minibus or prisoner conveyance vehicles

18/06/2019WRO02000Garda Station Opening Hours
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18/06/2019WRO02100277. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the Garda 
stations that are open on a 24-hour basis and part-time basis, respectively, by county, in tabular 
form. [25557/19]

18/06/2019WRO02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is primarily responsible for the effective and efficient use of 
the resources made available to An Garda Síochána.  This includes responsibility for the formu-
lation of proposals in relation to the opening and closing of Garda stations and the allocation of 
resources in that regard.

I have asked the Garda Commissioner for the information requested by the Deputy and I 
will write directly to the Deputy when I receive it.

18/06/2019WRO02300Coroners Service

18/06/2019WRO02400278. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will consider 
setting up a service to facilitate families in which a death must be the subject of an inquest; if 
funding will be provided to support families in terms of possible legal costs and the representa-
tion that may be required at these inquests (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25566/19]

18/06/2019WRO02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The operation of the 
coronial system is governed under legislation by the Coroners Act 1962, as amended.  The con-
duct of a death investigation and any subsequent inquest is a matter for the coroner concerned.

Section 60 of the Act provides that a family member may, prior to the commencement of an 
inquest, make an application to the Coroner for legal aid and legal advice.  The Coroner will 
then determine whether an application should be granted and will notify the applicant of his 
or her decision within 10 working days.  As the Coroner is independent in the conduct of their 
functions, neither my Department nor I have any role in the granting of such an application.

 I am informed that, since September 2015, a total of 38 applications for legal aid have 
been made.  Of these, 33 were granted, 2 were not followed up by the applicant and 3 are going 
through the assessment process.  I am not aware that any applications have been refused.

18/06/2019WRO02600Trade Promotion

18/06/2019WRO02700279. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the jurisdictions with which greatest improvement of trade is likely to be achieved in the 
aftermath of Brexit; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25583/19]

18/06/2019WRO02800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): An 
analysis of CSO Trade data shows that in 2015, the year before the Brexit Referendum in the 
UK, 16% (€37.1bn) of the value of total Goods and Services Exports was to the UK and in 
2018 this reduced to 14% (€43.8bn).  In the period 2015 to 2018, the value of total exports from 
Ireland increased by €77.6bn or 33% to a record level of €316bn.   

In 2018, the dependency on the UK as a destination for EI client company exports reduced 
to 33%, down from 44% in 2007.  While the UK is and will remain a major market for Irish 
companies, expanding the Irish export footprint in markets beyond the UK is a key priority.  In 
that context, Enterprise Ireland’s strategy is to support Irish exporters to be more innovative, 
competitive and market diversified.   
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The Irish exporting landscape is strong and companies in Ireland are succeeding in win-
ning business worldwide for their products and services.  Enterprise Ireland client companies 
achieved record levels of exports in 2018 of €23.8bn, against the backdrop of Brexit uncer-
tainty.  In 2018, the Eurozone region, which is a key focus of Enterprise Ireland’s diversification 
strategy, saw growth of 7.6% to €4.8bn, with Germany, France and the Netherlands each ex-
ceeding €1bn in exports.  Exports to North America increased from €3.87bn in 2017 to €4.08bn 
in 2018, an increase of 5.5%.  Our Enterprise agencies are now opening new offices around the 
world to support our companies in competing and thriving in global markets.   

Ministerial-led Trade Missions support the Government’s major drive towards market di-
versification.  The majority of trade missions are taking place to the Eurozone, North America 
and Asia Pacific, which represent the strongest growth opportunities for Irish companies.  These 
Trade Missions focus on promoting the innovative capabilities and competitive offerings of 
Irish companies to international buyers in sectors including internationally traded services, fin-
tech, high-tech construction, engineering, ICT and lifesciences.

As well as the global efforts supported by our agencies, key to our success has been our com-
mitment to trade liberalisation in order to open new markets for our indigenous sectors.  The EU 
has successfully concluded a number of important trade agreements with trading partners and is 
in the process of negotiating or upgrading its agreements with many more.  The existing suite of 
EU Free Trade Agreements and new trade deals will continue to be very important for Ireland.  
With a small domestic market, further expansion in other markets is essential to our continued 
economic growth and, in this regard, Ireland will continue to support the EU’s ambitious pro-
gramme of negotiating new Free Trade Agreements, opening new markets for Irish companies 
and increasing export and investment opportunities.

18/06/2019WRO02900Economic Competitiveness

18/06/2019WRO03000280. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
2018 and 2019 rankings for each metric used for Ireland (details supplied). [24843/19]

18/06/2019WRO03100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
IMD’s World Competitiveness Yearbook assesses countries across the globe using over 230 
competitiveness indicators.  It ranks and analyses the ability of nations to create and maintain 
a competitive business environment and as a result, foster prosperity and long-term value cre-
ation.  It considers competitiveness using a mixture of quantitative and qualitative data.

In the 2019 IMD report, Ireland is ranked 7th out of 63 economies – an improvement of five 
places from 2018.  Amongst the euro area countries, Ireland is ranked 2nd most competitive, 
which represents an increase of one place since 2018

Ireland improved its rankings from 2018 in three out of the four core pillars of competitive-
ness assessed by the IMD – Economic performance, 6th (up 5 places), Government efficiency, 
11th (up 2 places), Business efficiency, 3rd (up 7 places) and Infrastructure, 23rd (down 2 
places).

Annual change in rankings for selected sub indicators are presented in the following table.

Sub-indicators 2019 2018
Export concentration by partner 57th 55th
Export concentration by product 47th 50th
Skilled Labour is readily available 12th 20th
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Sub-indicators 2019 2018
Maintenance and development of infrastructure are adequately planned and financed 33rd 33rd
Total R&D spend as a % of GDP 35th 32nd
Total public expenditure on education per   capita 15th 17th
Total public expenditure on education as a %   of GDP 54th 55th
 Apartment (3-room) monthly rent  55th 51st 
Office rent occupation cost 54th 53rd
Overall 7th 12th

18/06/2019WRO03200Enterprise Support Schemes

18/06/2019WRO03300281. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of payments issued to date for successful applications made under the disruptive 
technologies innovation fund, by county, in tabular form; the number of applications at grant 
agreement stage; the number of applications earmarked for prepayment; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [24846/19]

18/06/2019WRO03400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Disruptive Technologies Innovation Fund (DTIF) is a €500 million fund established under Proj-
ect Ireland 2040.  In December 2018, 27 collaborative projects were approved for funding un-
der the first call of the DTIF.  The DTIF will see investment in the research, development and 
deployment of disruptive technologies and applications on a commercial basis.  The successful 
projects represent the health, food, ICT and manufacturing sectors in Ireland.  There are 104 
organisations involved across the 27 projects that will receive funding and these include large 
enterprises, SMEs and higher education institutions/ public research bodies.  A number of HEIs/
public research bodies are involved in multiple projects.  As indicated in December 2018, the 
27 projects involve a request for DTIF funding of circa €75 million of which €20m is due to be 
drawn down during 2019.  The DTIF is being administered by Enterprise Ireland on behalf of 
my Department.

No payments have yet been made under DTIF Call 1.  Contracts are now being finalised 
by Enterprise Ireland in respect of each of the 27 projects and grant drawdown will commence 
shortly.  In terms of prepayments, the public research bodies involved in the 27 projects will 
receive a share of their award on signature of contracts (in line with existing practice across 
other RD&I programmes).  Public research bodies are involved in 25 of the 27 DTIF Call 1 
projects.  Small enterprises (less than 50 employees) involved across the 27 projects have also 
been invited to request an element of pre-funding (in line with Enterprise Ireland’s existing 
legislation).  The number of small enterprises that will request pre-funding is not yet known.  
By September 2019, the first payments under DTIF Call 1 will have been made and I will be in 
a position to provide tabular information by county at that point.  The first claims for incurred 
expenditure will not be made until November 2019 and, therefore, I expect that it will be late in 
2019 before I can report on the full 2019 drawdown of DTIF funding. 

Pending this, the details of each of the successful projects including the partners involved in 
each, a brief description of each project and the value of funding approved is available on my 
Department’s website and is replicated in the following table.

Disruptive Technologies Innovation Fund (DTIF) - Awards Under First Call (2018)

Projects approved for €5 to 10 million in DTIF funding over the 3 years to 2021
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Title Consortium Mem-
bers

Project Summary Research Priority 
Area and Technolo-
gies

Enterprise Partner 
Locations

Maximum Award 
(subject to contract 
negotiation)

A Disruptive Gene 
Therapy Platform, 
Replacing Viruses 
in the Treatment of 
Genetic Conditions

Amryt Pharma, 
Curran Scientific 
Ltd, UCD, DEBRA 
Ireland

This project aims 
to disrupt the 
Viral Gene Therapy 
Market using a new 
Polymer-based De-
livery Platform.

Health & Wellbe-
ing – Diagnostics & 
Therapeutics

Amryt – DublinCur-
ran – Limerick

€8.4m

HOLISTICS - 
Holistic Human 
Sensing for Health, 
Aging and Wellness

Tyndall National 
Institute, DABL, 
PMD Solutions, 
De Royal, Setanta, 
UCC Lero, San-
mina, Design Part-
ners, VRAI, Henkel, 
ADI, HRB CRF-C, 
UCC Insight

HOLISTICS will 
create for the first 
time in Ireland, a 
disruptive Smart 
Wearables Industry 
Value Chain to 
deliver end-to-
end HealthTech 
solutions based on 
emerging human-
centric intelligent 
sensors and their 
wireless commu-
nication (abbrev. 
WSN) to support 
new products.

Health & Wellbe-
ing ICT

DABL - Dub-
linPMD Solutions- 
CorkDe Royal 
- DublinSanmina 
Design Partners 
– CorkHenkel 
– DublinVRAI 
– DublinAnalog 
Devices – Limerick

€7.4m

AuriGen Solution 
for Persistent Atrial 
Fibrillation

Aurigen Medical 
Ltd, UCC/Tyndall, 
NUIG (TMD LAB)

This project will 
finalise the develop-
ment and move to 
commercialisation, 
a cardiac implant 
to treat the stroke 
and arrhythmia risk 
associated with 
longstanding atrial 
fibrillation.

Health & Wellbeing 
– Medical Devices

Galway €5.9m

‘The Future of 
Colorectal Cancer 
Diagnosis and 
Treatment: Combin-
ing Tissue Respon-
sive Probes, AI and 
Machine Learning 
to Transform Medi-
cal Care’

RCSI, Deciphex, 
IBM Research, 
UCD

This project aims 
to transform the 
diagnosis and 
surgical treatment 
of Gastro-Intestinal 
(GI) diseases, spe-
cifically cancer, by 
allowing decision-
support information 
to be available when 
needed for faster 
and more accurate 
interventions for pa-
tients. Applications 
will be developed 
in surgery and diag-
nostics using AI and 
machine learning.

Health & Wellbeing 
– Medical Devices, 
Diagnostics & 
Therapeutics

Dublin €5.7m

Therapeutic 
enzymes as a treat-
ment for sepsis 
cellix

Cala Medical, Cur-
ran Scientific, UL

This consortium 
has a disrup-
tive technology, 
Cytoflow5, for the 
treatment of sepsis. 
The technology will 
be further expanded 
to disrupt areas 
currently dominated 
by monoclonal 
antibodies and thus 
disrupt the biolog-
ics area. This will 
result in a panel of 
new therapies for 
the treatment of 
diseases including 
sepsis, psoriasis, 
arthritis and Crohn’s 
disease.

Health & Wellbe-
ing – Diagnostics & 
Therapeutics

Limerick €5.0m

Projects approved for €3 to 5 million in DTIF funding over the 3 years to 2021
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Title Consortium Mem-
bers

Project Summary Research Priority 
Areas and Tech-
nologies

Enterprise Partner 
Locations

Award (subject to 
contract negotia-
tion)

Towards safe 
and effective off 
the shelf cellular 
therapy for cancer

Onkimmune, Jans-
sen, NUIG

This project will 
develop a disrup-
tive, optimised, 
off-the-shelf Natural 
Killer (NK) Cell 
therapeutic platform 
for the treatment of 
multiple cancers.

Health & Wellbeing 
- Therapeutics

Onkimmune – 
KildareJanssen - 
Dublin

€4.3m

Photonics Manufac-
turing Pilot Line

Tyndall National 
Institute, Ficontec, 
MBRYONICS, 
Eblana Photonics, 
Sanmina Ireland, 
Faztech

This project will 
build a physical 
Photonic Packaging 
Pilot Line in Ireland 
designed to fill the 
gap that exists to-
day, i.e. to fabricate 
tens to hundreds of 
units. The Photonic 
Packaging Pilot 
Line Hub will A) 
develop packaging 
designs tailored to 
fast cost-effective 
packaging processes 
and equipment and 
B) develop and in-
stall next generation 
packaging equip-
ment (including 
test) with reduced 
cycle-times.

ICT & Manufac-
turing

MBryonics – 
GalwayEblana 
Photonics – Dub-
linSanmina -Ireland 
– CorkFaztech - 
Dublin

€4.1m

Microfluidic Gene 
Transfection Cell 
Analysis and 
Sorting Platform 
(GTCASP)

Cellix Ltd, TCD 
Physics, TCD Med, 
NUIG

This project will see 
the company deliver 
new cell manufac-
turing solutions to 
the pharma industry, 
building on excel-
lent scientific 
research in gene 
therapy.

Health & Wellbe-
ing – Diagnostics & 
Therapeutics

Dublin €3.4m

Projects approved for €1 to 3 million in DTIF funding over the 3 years to 2021

Title Consortium Mem-
bers

Project Summary Research Prior-
ity Area and 
Technologies

Enterprise Partner 
Locations

Award (subject 
to contract nego-
tiation)

Cooperative 
Energy Trading 
System (CENTS)

International Energy 
Research Centre, 
MPower, MSemi-
con, Templederry 
Renewable Energy 
Supply, UCC, 
NUIG, DIT

CENTS (Cooperative Energy 
Trading System) is proposing 
a disruptive technology plat-
form for the electricity sector 
where consumers and commu-
nities will be empowered with 
the necessary infrastructure to 
generate their own electric-
ity, earn from the excess 
electricity generation, and 
finally, to be an integral part of 
decarbonizing their homes and 
communities for sustainable 
living. With CENTS a soft-
ware solution for a blockchain 
enabled cooperative peer-to-
peer energy trading platform 
will be provided and necessary 
hardware requirements and 
market/regulatory strategies 
will be proposed.

ICT Energy, 
Climate Action 
& Sustain-
ability

Templederry – Tip-
peraryMSemicon 
- Dublin

€3.0m
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Title Consortium Mem-
bers

Project Summary Research Prior-
ity Area and 
Technologies

Enterprise Partner 
Locations

Award (subject 
to contract nego-
tiation)

Nex Davra Networks, 
DANALTO, IN-
TEL, DCU

The goal of this project is to 
provide a reliable, verifiable 
and secure end-to-end remote 
patient monitoring system 
which has rich data, affordable 
& reliable network connectiv-
ity, machine learning and data 
integrity at its core.

Health & 
Wellbeing ICT 
– Internet of 
Things

Davra – DublinD-
analto – DublinIntel 
– Kildare

€3.0m

ARDENT II Neurent Medical 
Ltd, NUIG

Neurent Medical is creating a 
new therapy for patients suf-
fering from rhinitis that will 
give the patient immediate and 
long-lasting relief from their 
symptoms and remove the 
need to take daily medication 
to manage their condition. 

Health & Well-
being – Medi-
cal Devices

Galway €2.8m

Medical Imaging 
Ireland

IBM Ireland, Nova 
Leah, UCD, DKIT, 
Davra Networks Ltd

Medical Imaging Ireland 
(MED-I) will build a platform 
offering enabling technolo-
gies which can host, manage, 
process and analyse image and 
text data and brings together 
the entire ecosystem of ac-
tors in the medical imaging 
domain. 

Health & 
Wellbeing - 

IBM – DublinNova 
Leah – Dundalk-
Davra - Dublin

€2.2m

ArtEngine 2.0: 
Bringing Auto-
mated, AI-Driven 
3D World Cre-
ation to Market

Artomatix, 
Black Shamrock, 
WarDucks, Key-
words

This project leverages Artifi-
cial Intelligence to automate 
the creation of 3D models and 
worlds,However, the cost of 
3D content creation is prohibi-
tive for small studios and this 
project is an enabler for the 
development and adoption of 
AR/VR.

ICT – AI, AR/
VR

Dublin €2.0m

HYDRO-fish: 
Combining target-
ed nutraceuticals 
and traceability 
technology for 
a smarter and 
sustainable Irish 
fish aquaculture 
industry

NUIG, Bio-Marine 
Ingredients Ireland, 
Teagasc, Marine 
Institute

HYDRO-fish is a multi-disci-
plinary research programme, 
specifically designed to em-
ploy current technologies from 
other sectors to disrupt and 
enhance current fish farming 
practices. The project entails 
reinforcing the supply chain 
of Irish salmon production, in 
particular for organic salmon 
farming. 

Food Monaghan €2.0m

BioHealx Signum Surgical 
Ltd, Anecto Ltd

This project uses the BioHealx 
device (a bioabsorbable im-
plant) to treat anal fistula and 
reduce surgical complexity.

Health & Well-
being – Medi-
cal Devices

Galway €1.9m

E-BAMBI - En-
hanced Bio-
compatibility of 
Additively Manu-
factured Biomedi-
cal Implants for 
Improved Clinical 
Outcomes

SEAM Research 
Centre, Schivo 
Medical, Graph 
Treatments Ltd, 
STRYKER, DIT

This project will develop Ad-
ditively Manufactured (using 
3-D printing), Biocompatible, 
metallic components for the 
medical device industry. The 
project will focus both on 
the creation of implants with 
improved functional properties 
such as drug elution and also 
on metallic structures that can 
be absorbed into the human 
body when they have success-
fully completed their clinical 
function. 

Health & 
Wellbeing 
– Medical 
DevicesManu-
facturing & 
Materials – Ad-
ditive Manu-
facturing

Schivo Medical – 
WaterfordGraph 
Treatments – Dub-
linStryker – Cork/
Limerick

€1.9m
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Title Consortium Mem-
bers

Project Summary Research Prior-
ity Area and 
Technologies

Enterprise Partner 
Locations

Award (subject 
to contract nego-
tiation)

High throughput 
microfluidic 
drug screening 
platform

HookeBio Ltd, CIT, 
CAPPA, NUIG

The HookeBio platform is 
a disruptive technology that 
will allow pharma companies 
and clinicians to develop 
more accurate and responsive 
disease models for drug test-
ing and may be expanded to 
testing of existing therapies 
on individual patient’s disease 
samples. 

Health & 
Wellbeing – 
Diagnostics & 
Therapeutics

Limerick €1.9m

Optimised 
commercial-
scale cultivation 
of protein-rich 
biomass from 
Palmaria palmata 
for the generation 
of health enhanc-
ing plant based 
proteinaceous 
ingredients.

Allihies Seafood, 
Carbery, UL

This project aims to sustain-
ably generate plant-based 
proteinaceous ingredients for 
exploitation as a source of 
high quality protein and con-
tribute to meeting the growing 
global demand for plant-based 
proteinaceous ingredients for 
animal and human consump-
tion. 

Food Cork €1.8m

Future Software 
Systems Architec-
tures

DCU & Lero, 
FOURTHEOREM, 
FINEOS

This project will leverage the 
internet network capabil-
ity (and to some extent the 
Internet of Things) as a means 
to rapidly operationalise new 
software features. Central to 
this project will be the capac-
ity to transform traditional 
slow software development 
organisations into rapid fea-
ture delivery firm. AI research 
is also a feature

ICT – IoT, 
AI, Digital 
Platforms and 
Applications 

Fourtheorem 
– CorkFineos – 
Dublin

€1.6m

Irish Lasers for 
the Internet of the 
Future (iLife)

Pilot Photonics, 
DCU and TCD

This project proposes a 
solution to the impending 
“capacity crunch” problem for 
optical telecommunication and 
datacentre networks using op-
tical frequency comb sources, 
a new type of laser which can 
replace the single mode lasers 
that have been used in long 
haul optical transport equip-
ment for two decades. 

ICT – Future 
Networks, IoT

Dublin €1.6m

Connected 
Medical Device 
Cybersecurity 
Transparency

Nova Leah, DKIT This project will see the use 
of Artificial Intelligence, Data 
Analytics and Blockchain 
techniques to provide a real-
time platform for the two-way 
communication of safety-
critical security information 
(i.e. vulnerabilities, threats) 
between Medical Device 
Manufacturers and Hospitals .

ICT – AI, 
Data Analytics 
and Block-
chainHealth 
& Wellbe-
ing – Medical 
Devices

Louth €1.5m

Creating the 
Bionic Man: 
Development of 
a “neural training 
suit” to assist 
individuals with 
sensorimotor 
impairments.

TCD, Biomedical 
Research

This project aims to develop 
the “Swiss-Army Knife” of 
Neurorehabilitation, a multi-
functional neuromotor training 
suit. The suit will integrate an 
array of wearable biological 
sensors and a multisite neuro-
muscular stimulation system.

Health & Well-
being

Dublin €1.5m
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Title Consortium Mem-
bers

Project Summary Research Prior-
ity Area and 
Technologies

Enterprise Partner 
Locations

Award (subject 
to contract nego-
tiation)

Irish Lasers for 
the Internet of the 
Future (iLife)

Pilot Photonics, 
DCU and TCD

This project proposes a 
solution to the impending 
“capacity crunch” problem for 
optical telecommunication and 
datacentre networks using op-
tical frequency comb sources, 
a new type of laser which can 
replace the single mode lasers 
that have been used in long 
haul optical transport equip-
ment for two decades. 

ICT – Future 
Networks, IoT

Dublin €1.6m

Beyond Food 
Labelling

IdentiGEN, UCD Using massively multiplexed 
Next Generation Sequencing 
to provide a crypto-anchor 
for food authentication and as 
a substitute for costly, error 
prone labelling and certifica-
tion systems 

Food and ICT Dublin €1.4m

Advanced 
Environmental 
Decision Sup-
port System for 
Coastal Areas

Techworks Marine 
Ltd. DCU

This project will provide 
an advanced environmental 
decision support system to 
address issues such as coastal 
pollution and flooding. Such a 
system will provide enhanced 
insights to coastal industries, 
local authorities, government 
agencies and will ultimately 
benefit Irish society.

Energy, 
Climate Action 
& Sustainabil-
ity ICT – Data 
Analytics, 
Platforms and 
Content

Dublin €1.1m

Smart-Cardio – A 
Paradigm shift in 
Cardiac Arrhyth-
mia Treatment

Atrian Medical Ltd, 
NUIG

This project will develop a 
medical device for treatment 
of atrial fibrillation (AF) that 
will lead to substantially im-
proved outcomes over current 
treatments. In addition, it will 
alter how arrhythmia treat-
ment services are provided 
to patients – throughput in 
hospitals and clinics will be 
dramatically increased and per 
patient costs will be reduced. 

Health & Well-
being – Medi-
cal Devices

Galway €1.1m

DEFINE-AM 
– Disruptive 
Finishing using 
Electrochemical 
machining for 
Additive Manu-
facturing

Blueacre Technol-
ogy, TCD

The DEFINE-AM project 
consortium aims to develop an 
innovative Computer Numeri-
cal Controlled (CNC) Hybrid 
Laser-Jet Electrochemical 
Machine tool with 5-axis of 
motion that addresses the chal-
lenges of post-processing 3D-
printed metallic parts i.e. parts 
produced by the Laser Metal 
Deposition (LMD) additive 
manufacturing technique.

Manufacturing 
& Materi-
als – Advance 
and Additive 
Manufacturing

Louth €1.0m

Blockchain in 
the Technology 
Product Supply 
Chain

Exertis Supply 
Chain Services, 
Sonalake, UCD 
(CeADAR)

This project aims to imple-
ment a Production blockchain 
to transform the Technology 
Product supply chain. 

ICT - Block-
chain

Dublin €1.0m

18/06/2019WRO03500Work Permits Eligibility

18/06/2019WRO03600282. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
when the mid-year review of the occupation lists for employment permits for workers from 
outside the European Economic Area will be completed. [24847/19]

18/06/2019WRO03700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
lists of occupations for employment permits are subject to twice yearly review which examines 
labour market conditions at occupation level.  The process involves in depth examination of the 
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research and labour market intelligence undertaken by the Skills and Labour Market Research 
Unit (Solas), the Expert Group of Future Skills Needs, and the National Skills Council, review 
of relevant Reports, education outputs and initiatives, sectorial upskilling and training initia-
tives and any known contextual factors.  The observations and input of relevant Government 
Departments are also incorporated in addition to a public consultation process.  Submissions 
to the review process are also considered by the Economic Migration Policy Interdepartmental 
Group chaired by the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation with membership 
drawn from senior officials of key Government Departments and Solas.

I announced the commencement of the next review of the occupations lists on 31st May 
with a closing date of 12th July for receipt of submissions.  Submissions received up to that 
date will undergo a review process which will also incorporate the scheduling of engagement 
with relevant lead policy Government Departments for their views and observations and con-
sultation with the Interdepartmental Group on Economic Migration Policy.  My Department 
undertakes this review process twice yearly with all elements of each process expected to take 
approximately six months to complete.  This ensures the occupations lists undergo regular and 
timely updating to ensure a flexible and robust employment permits regime in line with the 
changing needs of the economy.  It is expected that this review will be completed by the end of 
the year.

18/06/2019WRO03800Parental Leave

18/06/2019WRO03900283. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
if she and her officials made a submission to the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection regarding the cost impact of proposals (details supplied) on small businesses with 
respect to extra paid parental leave. [24850/19]

18/06/2019WRO04000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
General Scheme of the Parental Leave and Benefit Bill 2019 is led by the Department of Justice 
and Equality and the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.  The legislation 
was drafted by the Department of Justice and Equality to provide for paid parental leave and 
benefit and a number of related matters.  The Minister has not made a submission, outside of 
the usual cross Government channels, to the sponsoring Ministers on the proposals contained 
in the Bill.

18/06/2019WRO04100Departmental Meetings

18/06/2019WRO04200284. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
contacts, meetings and correspondence between her office or her officials and INAB in 2019; 
and the dates, attendees, participants and topics, in tabular form. [24984/19]

18/06/2019WRO04300Minister of State at the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy 
Pat Breen): The Health and Safety Authority is a State Body, which operates under the ae-
gis of my Department.  In this context, my Department officials are in daily contact with the 
Health and Safety Authority on a range of matters relating to the resourcing, funding and policy 
and legislative activities of the Health and Safety Authority.  The Irish National Accreditation 
Board, which is the national body with responsibility for the accreditation of laboratories, cer-
tification bodies and inspection bodies, operates as a committee within the Health and Safety 
Authority, and has its own independent Board.

Normal day-to-day interactions and discussions between Departmental officials and the 
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Health and Safety Authority would include discussions on issues concerning the staffing and 
resourcing of INAB in the context of the overall operational management of the Health and 
Safety Authority. 

INAB is the sole accreditation body for Ireland in line with Regulation (EC) 765/2008.  
The functions of INAB include the provision of accreditation in accordance with the rele-
vant International Organisation for Standardisation ISO 17000 series of standards and guides.  
INAB is  regularly peer reviewed by other European Accreditation Bodies, the most recent peer 
view was carried in September 2018.

My Department interacts directly with INAB on a range of topics but primarily in the con-
text of the Notifying Authority role that the Department has in respect of a number of EU Di-
rectives.  This role includes the appointment of Notified Bodies to carry out conformity assess-
ments of products for example machinery, pressure equipment, personal protective equipment 
being placed on the internal market.  Officials from my Department liaise directly on a regular 
basis with INAB in relation to confirmation of accreditation audits and provision of certificates 
by INAB to Conformity Assessment Bodies seeking to be appointed as Notified Bodies.  All 
applicants seeking to be appointed as Notified Bodies by a Notifying Authority must in the first 
instance have been accredited by INAB in accordance with Regulation (EC) 765/2008. 

In addition to the accreditation function that INAB carries out in relation to accreditation of 
Conformity Assessment Bodies, it separately also accredits laboratories.  INAB acts indepen-
dently in carrying out all of its accreditation functions. 

INAB is also a member of the Market Surveillance Forum, an inter-Departmental/Agency 
forum, chaired by my Department, involving all the Market Surveillance Authorities within the 
State in addition to other relevant stakeholders.  This forum meets on a quarterly basis with the 
first meeting of 2019 held on the 4th of April and the second meeting of 2019 scheduled for the 
27th of June.

Given the nature of the ongoing regular contact with the Health and Safety Authority and 
INAB, it is not possible to account for each individual exchange.  However, the detail in the 
following table should assist in informing the Deputy.

Schedule of meetings mentioned 

Market Surveillance Forum* – 2018/2019

2018 2019
24 April 4 April
25 July 27 June
27 September September TBC
6 December December TBC

HSA Liaison Meetings* – 2018/2019

2018 2019
14 March 2 April
7 August 27 June
16 October September TBC
18 December December TBC

*These meetings are scheduled to meet quarterly and all meetings have agendas and min-
uted.
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Accreditation awards from INAB to Conformity Assessment Bodies in 2018/2019

Eight (8) Accreditation awards from INAB to Conformity Assessment Bodies in 2018/2019 
have led to seven (7) Notified Body type appointments by the Minister. 

The companies involved are SATRA Technology Europe Ltd.; Safenet Certification Servic-
es Ltd.; FM Approvals Europe Ltd.; HPI Vertification Services (Ireland) Ltd.; Industrial Pres-
sure Testing Ltd.; Vertigo inspection (ROI) T/A Irish Engineering Services and WQ Inspection 
& Certification (WQic).

INAB peer reviewed by other European Accreditation Bodies carried in September 
2018

INAB underwent a Peer Evaluation in 2018.  A team made up of peer evaluators from across 
Europe, visited the INAB offices in September 2018.  The Peer Evaluation team, made up of 
8 persons, reviewed and scrutinised INAB accreditation activities.  The evaluation lasted ap-
proximately 5 days.

At a meeting of European Accreditation organisation on the 8th /9th of May 2019 in Iceland, 
the successful outcome of the peer review was confirmed to INAB.  Additional information re-
lating to that meeting is available at the following link https://european-accreditation.org/exten-
sion-of-scopes-and-new-signatories-to-the-ea-mla-decided-during-the-ea-mac-41th-meeting/

18/06/2019WRO04400Departmental Meetings

18/06/2019WRO04500285. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
communications and meetings she or her staff have had with the Department of Health to date 
in 2019; and the dates, attendees and participants, in tabular form. [24985/19]

18/06/2019WRO04600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department has regular communications and meetings with all other government departments 
on a variety of issues across the wide range of its remit.  It is not possible to provide details 
of the many individual phone and email communications that may have taken place with the 
Department of Health in 2019 to date.  Details of formal meetings between officials from my 
Department and the Department of Health, and of meetings at which officials from both De-
partments were in attendance, that have taken place in 2019 to date are set out in the following 
table.

Date Meeting Attendees 
10.01.19 Health Innovation Hub Ireland, National   Oversight 

Group Meeting   
DBEI Officials, DoH Officials, Others   

18.01.19 Interdepartmental Committee on State Aid   DBEI Officials, DoH Officials, Others   
30.01.19 Interdepartmental Group on Economic   Migration 

Policy   
DBEI Officials, DoH Officials, Others   

01.03.19 Horizon 2020 High Level Group   DBEI Officials, DoH Officials, Others   
20.03.19 Meeting with Healthy Ireland Initiative   Team re DBEI 

Wellbeing Framework   
DBEI Officials, DoH Officials   

26.03.19 Healthy Workplace Framework Committee   DBEI Officials, DoH Officials, Others   
27.03.19 Discussion on Knowledge Networks   DBEI Officials, DoH Officials   
28.03.19 Health Innovation Hub Ireland, National   Oversight 

Group Meeting   
DBEI Officials, DoH Officials, Others   

11.04.19 Healthy Workplace Seminar   Various invitees   
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Date Meeting Attendees 
16.04.19 Innovation 2020 Implementation Group   DBEI Officials, DoH Officials    
10.05.19 Horizon 2020 High Level Group   DBEI Officials, DoH Officials, Others   
16.05.19 Meeting re Implementation of EU Directive on   coop-

eration between national authorities responsible for the 
enforcement of   consumer protection laws and repealing 
regulation   

DBEI Officials, DoH Officials   

22.05.19 Interdepartmental Group on Economic   Migration 
Policy   

DBEI Officials, DoH Officials, Others   

22.05.19 Health Innovation Hub Ireland, National   Oversight 
Group Meeting   

DBEI Officials, DoH Officials, Others   

10.06.19 Innovation 2020 Implementation Group   DBEI Officials, DoH Officials, Others   
10.06.19 Health Innovation Hub Ireland, Stakeholder Advisory 

Group   Meeting 
DBEI Officials, DoH Officials, Others   

Additionally, I wrote to the Minister for Health in May 2019 seeking an update on the rec-
ommendations from the Personal Injuries Commission report that are relevant to this Depart-
ment.  A response was received from Department of Health officials in June.

18/06/2019WRO04700Business Regulation

18/06/2019WRO04800286. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation her 
plans to help to restore confidence in auditing following a string of corporate collapses; her 
further plans to implement a public grade system to evaluate the quality of audit work by ac-
countancy firms; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25313/19]

18/06/2019WRO04900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Since 
2016 the rules governing statutory audit in Ireland have been significantly enhanced following 
the transposition of two EU instruments.  The EU’s decision to reform the regulation of statu-
tory audit came as a result of the EU Commission’s assessment, following the financial crisis, 
of the role of audit in that crisis.  One of the main objectives of the EU reform was to improve 
audit quality.

The resulting Audit Directive (2014/56/EU) and Regulation ((EU)(537/2014)) updated ex-
isting EU law and were given effect in S.I. 312 of 2016 and elevated to primary legislation in 
the Companies (Statutory Audits) Act 2018.  

The Audit Directive put requirements for statutory auditors on a statutory footing such as 
in relation to assessing and maintaining independence from the audited entity and maintaining 
professional scepticism.  The Audit Regulation, which has direct effect, introduced additional 
requirements specifically addressed to auditors of public-interest entities.  Public-interest enti-
ties are systemically important entities such as credit institutions and insurance undertakings.  
Entities with securities listed on a regulated main market in the EU are also classified as public-
interest entities. 

The main requirements are

- A public-interest entity must change auditor at least every 10 years

- The prohibition on certain non-audit services to a public-interest entity by its auditor

- A cap on fees from non-audit services relative to audit fees

The transposition of the audit reform package provided the Irish Auditing and Accounting 
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Supervisory Authority (IAASA), which is an independent body responsible for the supervision 
of auditing and accounting profession, with new powers to further enhance audit quality and the 
system of oversight of statutory audit in Ireland.

IAASA is designated as the single competent authority with responsibility for the oversight 
of statutory auditors and audit firms in accordance with the EU reform package.  Under the 
Audit Regulation, IAASA has direct responsibility for the quality assurance of audits of public-
interest entities.  IAASA is also responsible for any investigations or sanctions arising, as a 
result of those quality assurance inspections. 

As part of its new responsibilities IAASA issued a public consultation ‘The future publica-
tion and grading policy for audit firms that carry out statutory audits of public-interest entities’.  
IAASA’s consultation and feedback papers on foot of this consultation and its conclusions in 
this regard are available on the Authority’s website at https://www.iaasa.ie/News/2019/Publi-
cation-and-Grading-Feedback-Paper-(1).  As IAASA is independent in the exercise of its func-
tions, I have no direct role in this matter.

18/06/2019WRO05000Business Regulation

18/06/2019WRO05100287. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
the Irish Auditing and Accounting Supervisory Authority plans to make public its audit qual-
ity inspection reports of public interest entities in view of the fact the results of the inspections 
have already been shared with the auditors involved; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [25314/19]

18/06/2019WRO05200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Irish Auditing and Accounting Supervisory Authority (IAASA) is an independent body respon-
sible for the supervision of the auditing and accounting profession and its functions and powers 
are set out in the Companies Act 2014. 

Under the EU Audit Regulation (Regulation (EU) 537/2014), IAASA has direct responsibil-
ity for the quality assurance of audits of public-interest entities (‘PIEs’).  Public-interest entities 
(‘PIEs’) are systemically important entities such as credit institutions and insurance undertak-
ings.  Entities with securities listed on a regulated main market in the EU are also classified as 
public-interest entities.  IAASA is also responsible for any investigations or sanctions arising as 
a result of those quality assurance inspections.

By the end of 2018 IAASA had carried out inspections in each of the nine audit firms that 
carry out statutory audits of PIEs and accordingly fall under its remit under the above Regula-
tion.

IAASA’s Audit Quality Unit has now commenced the second round of inspections of PIE 
audit firms.  The quality control systems of all firms will be inspected in full over the course of 
the second round.

In November 2018 IAASA issued a public consultation ‘The future publication and grading 
policy for audit firms that carry out statutory audits of public-interest entities’.  The Consulta-
tion Paper sets out the purpose of the reports and IAASA’s proposed policy in this regard.  Feed-
back was published in April 2019.  IAASA’s consultation and feedback papers on foot of this 
consultation and its conclusions in this regard are available on the Authorities website at www.
iaasa.ie/News/2019/Publication-and-Grading-Feedback-Paper-(1). 

It is intended that reports from the second cycle of audit inspections onwards will be pub-
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lished as the system of inspections will have been fully established on a cyclical basis.  At this 
time it is anticipated that such reports will be published during 2020.

As IAASA is independent in the exercise of its functions, I have no direct role in this matter.

18/06/2019WRO05300Health and Safety Inspections Data

18/06/2019WRO05400288. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation fur-
ther to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 255 and 256 of 9 February 2017 (details supplied), the 
number of such inspections carried out by the authority in 2017 and 2018, respectively, for the 
same equipment. [25371/19]

18/06/2019WRO05500Minister of State at the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy 
Pat Breen): As outlined in my reply to a recent Parliamentary Question No. 381 of 11 June 
2019 the role of the Health and Safety Authority in relation to funfairs arises in the context of 
their overall legislative remit on workplace health and safety and the protection of workers at 
work.

In this regard the Health and Safety Authority carried out eighteen (18) inspections from 
2011 to date 2019 and the breakdown of those inspections can be seen in the following table.

The findings of these inspections led to 6 formal investigations taking place, 4 instances 
when verbal advice was provided, 13 instances of written advice and an improvement notice 
was issued in 1 instance.

The figures supplied include all inspections/investigations under the NACE Code (Euro-
pean industrial activity classification) which includes activities of amusement parks and theme 
parks.  This classification includes parks which may be temporary in nature and have many 
“various types of funfair equipment/activities”.

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
Inspections 2 2 0 6 3 1 1 2 1 
Investigations 1 0 0 2 1 1 1 0 0 
Verbal Advice 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 1 
Written Advice 2 1 0 6 0 1 1 2 0 
Improvement Notice 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

The answer to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 255 and 256 in February 2017 detailed the 
number of workplace inspections that included some health and safety aspects of equipment at 
funfairs as part of the overall workplace inspection.  These details are set out in the following 
table for ease of reference with updated information added.  It should be noted that these inspec-
tions were not stand-alone inspections of fairground and funfair equipment as this is not within 
the remit of the Health and Safety Authority but were normal workplace inspections.

Workplace inspections that covered some health and safety aspects of equipment at 
funfairs as part of the overall workplace inspection 2011-2019

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
1 2 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 

Responsibility for the licensing and operation of funfairs is a policy matter for Housing, 
Planning and Local Government as the existing legislation dealing with licensing of funfairs, 
the duties on organisers of funfairs, and the owners of fairground equipment, in the context of 
public safety, is covered by the Planning and Development Act 2000.
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18/06/2019WRO05600Departmental Properties

18/06/2019WRO05700289. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the amount of land purchased and leased by size and amount expended in the past five years 
to date; the location of same; the term of the lease and amount expended per year in cases in 
which land is leased; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25378/19]

18/06/2019WRO05800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department does not purchase land or property.  The Office of Pubic Works manages the State’s 
property portfolio.  It administers all details relating to lease arrangements and related expen-
diture.

18/06/2019WRO05900Departmental Properties

18/06/2019WRO06000290. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of buildings and property purchased and leased and the amount expended in 
the past five years to date; the location of same; the term of the lease and the amount expended 
per year in cases in which properties are leased; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[25395/19]

18/06/2019WRO06100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department does not purchase land or property.  The Office of Pubic Works manages the State’s 
property portfolio.  It administers all details relating to lease arrangements and related expen-
diture.

18/06/2019WRO06200Ticket Touting

18/06/2019WRO06300291. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Inno-
vation when ticket touting legislation will be brought forward; the reason the Sale of Tickets 
(Sporting and Cultural Events) Bill 2017 is being prevented from moving forward; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [25432/19]

18/06/2019WRO06400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): At 
its meeting on 24th July 2018 the Government agreed to support at Second Stage the Private 
Members’ Prohibition of Above-cost Ticket Touting Bill introduced by Deputy Noel Rock and 
Deputy Stephen Donnelly and approved the taking of Second and Subsequent Stages of the Bill 
in Government time.  The Government further approved the drafting of certain amendments to 
the Bill, including an amendment prohibiting the use of bot software to circumvent limits on 
the number of ticket purchases applied by event organisers.  In accordance with the Govern-
ment decision, the Bill’s Second Stage was completed in Dáil Eireann on 21 February 2019 in 
Government time.

My Department has been working with the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel on the 
preparation of amendments to this Bill which is a priority piece of legislation.  While good 
progress has been made and it is my aim to finalise the necessary amendments as soon as pos-
sible, it is not possible to provide a precise time frame for their completion.  The Office of the 
Parliamentary Counsel has sought legal advice from the Office of the Attorney General on a 
number of issues that have arisen in the course of drafting the amendments.  There is a need 
also to consider whether and how a provision on the resale of tickets acquired through the use of 
automated means recently agreed by the European Parliament and Council but not yet formally 
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adopted should be integrated into the Bill.  As I have previously informed the Deputy, when the 
amendments are finalised, the proposed legislation will have to be submitted to the European 
Commission in accordance with the provisions of Directive (EU) 2015/1535 on the procedure 
for the provision of information on technical regulations and rules on information society ser-
vices.  The Directive requires Member States to postpone the adoption of any legislation within 
its scope for three months from the date of its submission to the Commission.   

At the conclusion of Second Stage on the Sale of Tickets (Sporting and Cultural Events) 
Bill 2017 on 18 May 2017, a motion was approved deeming the Bill to be read a second time in 
nine months to allow for scrutiny by the Select Committee on Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.  
On 20 February 2018, Dáil Éireann agreed to refer the Bill for scrutiny to that Select Commit-
tee.  The Committee examined the Bill on 21 May 2018 and published its Scrutiny Report in 
October 2018.  In its Report, the Committee noted the broad support expressed for the principle 
of the Bill and recommended that, subject to the receipt of a Money Message, the Bill should 
proceed to Committee Stage.  The Bill is currently before Dáil Éireann, Third Stage and awaits 
a money message.  While I support the aims of the Bill and commend the Deputy for introduc-
ing it, it needs to be considered whether devoting further time to it when a Bill supported by 
Government is progressing would represent the best use of parliamentary time.  In his contri-
bution to the Second Stage debate on the Bill introduced by Deputies Rock and Donnelly, the 
Deputy himself made the point that the duplication of Bills on the same topic was not a valuable 
use of Dáil time.

18/06/2019WRP00200Immigration Policy

18/06/2019WRP00300292. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
timeline for the review and updating of the Employment Permits Act 2006. [25489/19]

18/06/2019WRP00400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Review of Economic Migration Policy which was completed in 2018 found that, overall, the 
State’s vacancy-led employment permits system provided a robust basis for the management 
of economic migration, but that the current legislation imposed a degree of inflexibility on the 
operation of the system.  The Review contains a range of recommendations to adapt the system 
to make it more agile, and easier to modulate to meet changing economic circumstances, and 
proposes that changes to the Employment Permits Acts 2003-2014 be made to give effect to 
those recommendations.  A commitment to implement the recommendations of the Review is 
included in Future Jobs Ireland 2019.

Work has begun on consolidating the existing legislative framework and on identifying the 
changes required to implement the legislative recommendations in the review.  This is a priority 
for me and I have asked my officials to complete this work as soon as possible, so that drafting 
of the new Employment Permits Bill can commence.  It would be my intention to publish the 
revised Employment Permit Bill during quarter 4, this year.

18/06/2019WRP00500HSE Staff Remuneration

18/06/2019WRP00600293. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if a person (details sup-
plied) can claim incremental credit for a period of time worked; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24910/19]

18/06/2019WRP00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.



Questions - Written Answers

156

18/06/2019WRP00800Disability Services Funding

18/06/2019WRP00900294. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if additional funding will be put 
in place to support the work of RehabCare in providing services in view of the fact this service 
may be withdrawn due to the lack of funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24837/19]

18/06/2019WRP01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives.  The Government’s primary concern is to ensure the 
continuity of disability services delivered in line with strong governance mechanisms in a cost-
effective and equitable manner consistent with care and support needs.  As one of many service 
providers, Rehab provide invaluable services and supports to people with disabilities and their 
families.  

Minister Harris and I held meetings with Rehab and the HSE last month.  We want to ac-
knowledge the positive and transparent level of engagement by Rehab with the HSE and their 
commitment to continue to work closely in the future.  We recognise the additional expenditure 
requirement, as set out and agreed at our meeting, is attributable in the main to a number of 
specific regulatory challenges and associated service pressures.  We have committed to the pro-
vision of an additional €2 million in funding to Rehab.  Provision of this additional funding is 
subject to the completion of a process of financial and service review.

18/06/2019WRP01100Occupational Therapy Waiting Lists

18/06/2019WRP01200295. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for paediatric 
occupational therapists in the Saolta area; the number of paediatric occupational therapists em-
ployed in the Saolta area; the locations of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24853/19]

18/06/2019WRP01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

18/06/2019WRP01400Hospital Appointments Status

18/06/2019WRP01500296. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a hospital appointment will be 
expedited for a person (details supplied). [24854/19]

18/06/2019WRP01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.
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In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

18/06/2019WRP01700Hospital Transfers

18/06/2019WRP01800297. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be transferred from Waterford University Hospital to Tallaght Hospital for pelvic surgery 
following an accident. [24855/19]

18/06/2019WRP01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible. 

18/06/2019WRP02000Hospital Appointments Status

18/06/2019WRP02100298. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24857/19]

18/06/2019WRP02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

18/06/2019WRP02300Hospital Appointments Status

18/06/2019WRP02400299. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appointment 
for a person (details supplied). [24859/19]

18/06/2019WRP02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
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are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

18/06/2019WRP02600Hospital Charges

18/06/2019WRP02700300. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce exemptions 
and cap registration fees in relation to the number of times a child visits the emergency depart-
ment regarding a life long illness which could be twice or three times a month with fees of €100 
per visit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24868/19]

18/06/2019WRP02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health (Out-Patient Charges) Regula-
tions 2013, provide that, subject to specified exemptions, a charge shall be made for out-patient 
services provided at an emergency department, or any other facility providing similar services, 
in respect of the first occasion the service is provided in relation to each episode of care. 

The Regulations sets out a number of categories of persons who are exempt from this charge 
including: a person with full eligibility; a child up to the age of 6 weeks; a child in respect of 
prescribed diseases of a permanent or long term nature; a person who has a letter of referral 
from a registered general practitioner, and a person whose attendance results in admission as 
an in-patient.

There are currently no plans to revise the format of the charge or exempt further categories 
of persons from the charge. 

However, if the Deputy wishes to provide details of an individual case, including the per-
son’s identification details and long-term medical condition, I will ask the Health Service Exec-
utive to investigate the circumstances of the case and reply directly to the Deputy on the matter.

18/06/2019WRP02900Hospital Appointments Status

18/06/2019WRP03000301. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24869/19]

18/06/2019WRP03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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18/06/2019WRP03200Home Care Packages Administration

18/06/2019WRP03300302. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health when an approved increase in 
home support  will be in place for a person (details supplied) in County Leitrim. [24874/19]

18/06/2019WRP03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/06/2019WRP03500Treatment Benefit Scheme Eligibility

18/06/2019WRP03600303. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the options available to 
a person (details supplied) who requires surgery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24876/19]

18/06/2019WRP03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris):  As the Deputy is aware, the HSE currently 
operates two schemes that facilitate patients accessing treatment abroad.

The Treatment Abroad Scheme (TAS) allows public patients to be referred to another EU/
EEA Member State for treatment, in their public healthcare system, that is not available in 
Ireland, subject to qualifying criteria.  A patient’s Irish based consultant is responsible for refer-
ring the patient abroad under the terms of the TAS, after having exhausted all treatment options 
including tertiary care within Ireland.  The HSE provides information for patients on the TAS 
on its website. 

An alternative where the treatment is available in Ireland is the Cross Border Directive 
(CBD), which the HSE operates in Ireland.  Under the terms of the CBD patients in Ireland can 
be reimbursed for medical treatment, that is available in the public health service in Ireland, 
but received in another EU\EEA Member State.  The patient may access the overseas service in 
either the public or private health sector of the other Member State they choose to receive the 
service in.  The patient pays for the treatment and claims reimbursement from the HSE at the 
cost of that treatment in Ireland or the cost of it abroad, whichever is the lesser.

Referral for care under the CBD may be made by a GP, a hospital consultant and certain 
other clinicians.  The HSE through the National Contact Point (NCP) provides information for 
patients on the operation of the CBD on its website and by phone on 056 7784546

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly on the specific query raised.

18/06/2019WRP03800Medicinal Products Availability

18/06/2019WRP03900304. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health his plans to make Spinraza 
treatment available to SMA sufferers (details supplied); the status of same; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24879/19]

18/06/2019WRP04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has statutory 
responsibility for decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community 
drug schemes, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.

The Act specifies the criteria to be applied in the making of reimbursement decisions which 
include the clinical and cost effectiveness of the product, the opportunity cost and the impact on 
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resources that are available to the HSE.

I am advised that on 11 June 2019, the HSE Leadership Team approved access to the drug 
Nusinersen (Spinraza) for children with Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA) Type I, II or III on an 
exceptional and individualised basis.

The recommendation is to approve access for children with genetically confirmed SMA 
Type I, II or III, in accordance with the controlled access criteria recommended by the Rare 
Diseases Technology Review Committee.  The rare diseases committee recommendation was 
clearly targeted at the youngest and most severely affected SMA patients, and this group is 
the clear priority for the HSE.  The actual patient assessment and approval process will be the 
means for determining access on an individual case by case basis.

18/06/2019WRP04100Respite Care Services Availability

18/06/2019WRP04200305. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the number of respite 
beds nationally by CHO; if they are for adults or children; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24883/19]

18/06/2019WRP04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRP04400Respite Care Services Provision

18/06/2019WRP04500306. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the provision of respite 
services nationally; if they are run directly by the HSE or by section 39 companies, charity ser-
vices and or NGOs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24884/19]

18/06/2019WRP04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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18/06/2019WRP04700Respite Care Services Funding

18/06/2019WRP04800307. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the impact on respite 
services due to budgetary constraints in view of the overspend on the national children’s hospi-
tal; if funding for existing beds will be affected; if planned respite beds for both adult and pae-
diatric patients that were planned to be delivered over the next five years will be fully funded or 
not; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24885/19]

18/06/2019WRP04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department is continuing to work with 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the Health Service Executive in a pro-
cess to finalise as soon as possible a multi-annual Capital Plan for the HSE, which will include 
capital projects to be funded in 2019 and beyond, having regard to the available capital funding, 
the number of large national capital projects currently underway and the cashflow requirements 
attaching to each project. 

Projects that are currently in construction and are contractually committed will not be af-
fected.

18/06/2019WRP05000Departmental Contracts

18/06/2019WRP05100308. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the details 
of an extended deal with a company (details supplied); if whether there were changes to indem-
nity arrangements on same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24889/19]

18/06/2019WRP05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Following a global search for capacity, Quest 
Diagnostics was identified by the HSE as having the necessary capacity to sustain the national 
cervical screening programme and a contract for the provision of this additional capacity was 
signed on 7 June.  The HSE has advised that the financial arrangement entered into with Quest 
Diagnostics is commercially sensitive as the release of these details has the potential to compro-
mise the competitive element of planned procurement processes.  In addition to the capacity at 
its current laboratory, which had been inspected by Dr Scally, new capacity has been provided 
by Quest at four other Quest facilities in the United States, all of which have been inspected 
and approved by the HSE.  Finalisation of these arrangements ensures that ongoing capacity is 
available to continue to invite eligible women at normal or recommended intervals, replacing 
the capacity which would previously have been provided by Medlab, which ceased taking new 
slides from 1 May last. 

I remain fully committed to the continuation of the CervicalCheck screening programme 
without interruption in the interest of public health, and welcome the confirmation of this ad-
ditional capacity to support the delivery of cervical screening to women.

18/06/2019WRP05300Home Care Packages Administration

18/06/2019WRP05400309. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health when an increase in home 
support will be in place for a person (details supplied) in County Sligo; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24890/19]

18/06/2019WRP05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible. 
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18/06/2019WRP05600Substance Misuse

18/06/2019WRP05700310. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the cost in total and for each year 
of the implementation of Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery 2017-2025 strategy addressing 
the harm caused by substance misuse in society over the next eight years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24893/19]

18/06/2019WRP05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): The national 
drug strategy, Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery, is the whole-of-government response to 
drug and alcohol use for the period 2017 to 2025.  

The most recent figure on Irish Government drug related expenditure is  €240.195 million 
(2017).  The Department of Health allocates funding of almost €100 million to the HSE for 
addiction services.  In addition, the Department provides a further €28 million to Drug and Al-
cohol Task Forces through various channels of funding including the HSE.

Each Department is responsible for the funding of their actions in the strategy and this is 
addressed as part of the estimates process each year.  

An additional €6.5 million was provided in 2018 for drug-related actions.  This additional 
funding was used to expand the availability of drug and alcohol treatment services. 

An additional €1 million was secured for 2019 to develop an integrated mental health and 
addiction programme for co-occuring mental health and substance misuse concerns among at-
risk groups (rising to over €2 million on an annual basis). 

In March, I announced a further €1 million for the implementation of Reducing Harm Sup-
porting Recovery .  This funding, which will be provided on a recurring, multi-annual basis, 
will address the priorities set down in the strategy including responses to emerging trends in 
substance misuse, and improving services for groups with complex needs.

It is important that resources are directed towards interventions and services which are most 
likely to lead to a reduction in problem substance use.  Measuring the overall effectiveness of 
drug and alcohol actions is a key component of public policy.

As in previous years, I will engage with the 2020 estimates process in the Dept of Health to 
secure additional resources to implement the key actions in national drugs strategy.

18/06/2019WRP05900Drug and Alcohol Task Forces

18/06/2019WRP06000311. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the funding for each of the drugs 
and alcohol task forces in each of the years 2011 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24894/19]

18/06/2019WRP06100312. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the estimated amount an increase of 
5%, 10%, 20% and 30% in funding for each of the drugs and alcohol task forces based on cur-
rent funding in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24895/19]

18/06/2019WRP06200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 311 and 312 together.

The Department of Health allocated funding of almost €100 million to the HSE for addic-
tion services in 2019.  The HSE National Service Plan for 2019 sets out the type and volume of 
addiction services to be provided, having regard to the funding allocated. 
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In addition, the Department provides a further €28 million to Drug and Alcohol Task Forces 
through various channels of funding including the HSE. 

The following link outlines the estimated amount of an increase of 5%,10%, 20% and 30% 
in funding for drug and alcohol task forces and provide a breakdown of Task Force funding 
from 2011 to 2018.  

In March 2019, I announced additional funding of €1 million for the implementation of 
Reducing Harm Supporting Recovery.  This funding, which will be provided on a recurring, 
multi-annual basis, will address the priorities set down in the strategy including responses to 
emerging trends in substance misuse, and improving services for groups with complex needs.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-06-19_pq-311_en.xlsx”>Funding</a>]

18/06/2019WRQ00200Health Services Data

18/06/2019WRQ00300313. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health #the location of each of the adult 
and adolescent medical detoxification units and community based residential detoxification 
beds, respectively. [24896/19]

18/06/2019WRQ00400314. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the location of each of the adult and 
adolescent residential rehabilitation beds, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24897/19]

18/06/2019WRQ00500315. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the number of medical detoxifica-
tion beds and the locations of each for adults and adolescents; the cost per annum of a medical 
detoxification bed for adults and adolescents, respectively; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24898/19]

18/06/2019WRQ00600316. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the number of community based 
residential detoxification beds; the locations of same for adults and adolescents, respectively; 
the cost per annum of a community based residential detoxification bed for adults and adoles-
cents, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24899/19]

18/06/2019WRQ00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 313 to 316, inclusive, together.

As these are service matters, they have been referred to the Health Service Executive for 
attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRQ01100Hospital Waiting Lists Data

18/06/2019WRQ01200317. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the number of patients waiting 
less than 12, 12 to 24, 24 to 36 and more than 36 months for MRI scans at University Hospital 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24905/19]

18/06/2019WRQ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE advise that a pilot project com-
menced in 2016 by the HSE Acute Hospitals Division to progress the collection of national 
radiology waiting list data.  The project has been supported by the Radiology Clinical Care Pro-
gramme and has involved key stakeholders across the system including the National  Integrated 
Medical Imaging System Team, Hospital Groups, and the support of the National Treatment 
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Purchase Fund for data collection and data management expertise.

The HSE further advise that the waiting list data provided should be reviewed in light of 
the caveats below, and in this context that data should not be quoted or circulated without these 
caveats:  

-  Data contains urgent, routine and surveillance/planned activity which is currently not 
broken down in detail, as such this includes surveillance/planned activity which may not be 
exceeding planned date 

-  Data is still undergoing validation at Hospital and Hospital Group level  

-  Data does not take into account local nuances at site level (Site profile developed to sup-
port understanding of same)  

-  The purpose of this aggregate data is to provide a National Level overview of the number 
of patients waiting for modalities of CT, MR and US.  

-  This report is not intended to be used for the active management of hospital diagnostics 
waiting list, local reports and mechanisms should continue to be used for the management of 
diagnostics waiting lists at hospital level.”

MRI waiting times at University Hospital Kerry - The figures below represents the position 
as of April 1st 2019

0-3 mths 3-6 mths 6-9 mths 9-12 mths 12-15 mths 15-18 mths 18+ mths Total 
363 262 200 134 146 129 520 1754 

18/06/2019WRQ01400HSE Staff Recruitment

18/06/2019WRQ01500318. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the status of the HSE 
recruitment freeze which was due to be lifted in June 2019; when the recruitment freeze will be 
lifted; when recruitment will recommence for vacant posts; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24909/19]

18/06/2019WRQ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

18/06/2019WRQ01700HSE Staff Recruitment

18/06/2019WRQ01800319. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the application process for a 
healthcare assistant to obtain a HSE contract; his plans to establish a panel for same; the time-
line for the establishment of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24913/19]

18/06/2019WRQ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

18/06/2019WRQ02000Hospital Appointments Status

18/06/2019WRQ02100320. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive a procedure in St. James’s Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24915/19]
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18/06/2019WRQ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

18/06/2019WRQ02300Childcare Services

18/06/2019WRQ02400321. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health his plans to remove the in loco 
parentis clause from HSE policy in view of the fact that it is causing hardship for many families 
and is perceived as unworkable; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24918/19]

18/06/2019WRQ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

18/06/2019WRQ02600Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

18/06/2019WRQ02700322. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the number of children approved 
and waiting for treatment on the orthodontic waiting list in counties Kerry and Cork; the num-
ber from County Kerry; the details for same in each of the years 2014 to 2018 and to date in 
2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24919/19]

18/06/2019WRQ02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRQ02900Legislative Programme

18/06/2019WRQ03000323. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the status of the Adult 
Safeguarding Bill 2017; the work his officials are undertaking with regard to a regulatory frame-
work to support such a Bill; when adult safeguarding and an independent advocacy service will 
be in place nationally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24924/19]

18/06/2019WRQ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Adult Safeguarding Bill 2017 is a Pri-
vate Members Bill which passed Second Stage in the Seanad in April 2017.  

Separately, following my recommendation on the need to develop a policy for the sector 
under my remit, the Government approved the development of a new national policy on adult 
safeguarding in the health sector and my Department is progressing this work. The development 
of a clear, coherent, carefully considered and implementable national sectorial policy for adult 
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safeguarding is a complex undertaking which will involve consideration of a wide range of is-
sues.  These are likely to include, as appropriate, regulatory and advocacy issues.  The policy 
development work, including stakeholder engagement will continue throughout 2019.  I expect 
to circulate a draft policy for public consultation in 2020 with a view to submitting a final ver-
sion of a policy to Government thereafter.  The health sectorial policy will apply across the full 
spectrum of the Irish health and social care sector including all public, voluntary and private 
health and social care services, and will also address key interfaces between the health sector 
and other key sectors.  Upon completion of the national adult safeguarding policy for the health 
sector, any underpinning legislation required to give full effect to the policy will be pursued as 
appropriate.  It is important that clear and well developed principles and a policy are formulated 
in the first instance, to provide a solid foundation upon which legislation can be devised.

18/06/2019WRQ03200Cancer Screening Programmes

18/06/2019WRQ03300324. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he and his officials received 
the second Scally report before the contract was extended to include all of the extra cervical 
tests done in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24926/19]

18/06/2019WRQ03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Supplementary Report of the Scoping 
Inquiry follows on from Dr Scally’s Final Report published last September.  On completion of 
that Report, I requested Dr Scally to do further work to address some outstanding issues relating 
to the laboratories.  Dr Scally’s Supplementary Report was received in my Department on Tues-
day 4th June.  I met with Dr Scally on Friday, 7th June where he briefed me on his report and 
assured me that he saw no issue with the new capacity arrangements being made by the HSE.  
Government approved the Supplementary Report of the Scoping Inquiry on Tuesday 11th June, 
and it has now been published on the website of my Department. 

In advance of providing the Supplementary Report, Dr Scally wrote to me on 19th Febru-
ary to advise that it would take longer than anticipated to complete his report.  In that letter he 
advised that he had found no reason to revise the view that he took in his main report that, as 
far as can be ascertained, all the current laboratories have performance which is acceptable in 
their country.

Following a global search, Quest Diagnostics was identified by the HSE as able to pro-
vide the necessary additional capacity to ensure continuation of the CervicalCheck programme, 
something which was identified by Dr Scally in his Final Report last September as being of 
crucial importance.  Quality assurance visits were undertaken, and the HSE advises that the 
contract with Quest for this additional capacity was signed on 7th June.

18/06/2019WRQ03500Cancer Screening Programmes

18/06/2019WRQ03600325. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he or his officials have spo-
ken to or written to a company (details supplied) after receiving the Scally report in which it 
concludes that the HSE and his Department should have been informed before or at least when 
laboratories were changed in the United States of America; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24927/19]

18/06/2019WRQ03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Supplementary Report of the Scoping 
Inquiry was received in my Department on Tuesday 4 June.  The Report was published follow-
ing a Government decision on 11 June. 
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The report found that the number of laboratories involved in CervicalCheck work was great-
er than was originally thought, 16 in total, and that the use of many of these laboratories was not 
approved in advance by CervicalCheck, nor was it known to it.  

Crucially, however, on the basis of the information available to the Inquiry, the use of these 
additional laboratories did not result in a reduction in the quality of the screening provided to 
Irish women and there is no evidence to suggest deficiencies in screening quality in any labora-
tory.  All Quest Diagnostics laboratories, including the four additional laboratories identified in 
this report, were accredited at the time they were providing the services, and the Supplementary 
Report finds that the two major accreditation standards in use (ISO and CAP) are comparable. 

Two additional recommendations are made in the Supplementary Report, which relate to 
contract specifications and quality assurance.  Government has accepted these recommenda-
tions, which will be implemented along with Dr Scally’s existing recommendations.  These 
include seven recommendations of Dr Scally’s Final Report in relation to procurement, and rec-
ommendations relating to laboratory services and wider screening services included in the Final 
Report of the Scoping Inquiry.  Implementation of these recommendations is well underway, 
and progress to date includes recruitment of a National Laboratory QA lead, and development 
of a project improvement plan for screening quality assurance programmes based on interna-
tional best practice. Dr Scally acknowledged in his Supplementary Report that substantial and 
important progress has been made in implementing his recommendations to date.  A progress 
report on implementation for Quarter 1 2019 is published on my Department’s website. 

While Dr Scally is clear that he considers the lack of transparency by the laboratory com-
panies about the precise location of their screening services provided to CervicalCheck, the 
Deputy may wish to note that Dr Scally’s report does not suggest Quest should have informed 
my Department of the use of additional laboratories.  The contract for the provision of services 
by Quest Diagnostics is with the HSE and engagement with Quest is a matter for the HSE rather 
than for my Department.  The Deputy will be aware that the HSE recently concluded negotia-
tions with Quest Diagnostics to provide additional laboratory capacity which will ensure that 
the CervicalCheck programme can continue to operate.  In addition to the capacity at its current 
laboratory, new capacity has been provided by Quest at four other Quest facilities in the United 
States, all of which have been inspected and approved by the National Screening Service.

18/06/2019WRQ03800Home Help Service

18/06/2019WRQ03900326. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health his views regarding the lack of 
home help hours nationally; if the allocation has been spent; if his attention has been drawn to 
the impact this is having on elderly persons in their homes; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24932/19]

18/06/2019WRQ04000327. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if the HSE has been in contact 
with him regarding difficulties recruiting or financing home help hours; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24933/19]

18/06/2019WRQ04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 326 and 327 together.

Home supports enable older people to remain in their own homes and communities, as well 
as facilitating timely discharge from hospital.  The Government has made improved access to 
home support services a priority.  This is reflected in the ongoing additional investment made 
in these services in recent years with the budget growing from €306 million in 2015 to almost 
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€446 million in 2019.  That is about a 45% increase in the annual budget for home support.

In 2018, the total budget for the service was €416.8 million, providing over 17.5 million 
hours.  This year the HSE intends to provide over 18.2 million home support hours, including 
intensive home care packages, to over 53,000 people. In 2019 almost €30 million has been 
added to the home support budget.  When one looks at the year-on-year targets, this means that 
this year’s National Service Plan aims to deliver about 800,000 more hours than what was tar-
geted in the 2018 National Service Plan.

The allocation of funding for home supports, though significant, is finite and services must 
be delivered within the funding available.  The Home Support Service is not demand led and 
is therefore operated in line with agreed budgetary limits and targets as set out in the HSE Na-
tional Service Plan.

The allocation has not been spent for 2019, however, to achieve compliance with its funding 
allocation, the HSE must ensure that the value of the total number of hours provided does not 
exceed the budget.  This means that the HSE must manage its service delivery over the course 
of the year to align with the total funding available.  It also has a responsibility to ensure that 
activity is planned to anticipate critical demand pressures, most particularly emergency pres-
sures in the initial and latter parts of the year.

While there have been some reports to the contrary recently, it is not correct to say that no 
new clients will be allocated home supports for the next five months.  However, we know that 
from the information provided by the HSE, over 6,000 people are waiting for a home support 
package or additional hours.  The allocation of new hours will be based on clients’ needs and 
the resources available. Recycling of hours will continue in line with budgetary management.

While the existing home support service is delivering crucial support to many people across 
the country, the Government fully accepts that it needs to be further improved to better meet 
the changing needs of our citizens.  It is for that reason that the Department is progressing the 
development of a new statutory scheme and system of regulation for home support services.  
The Sláintecare Implementation Strategy commits to the introduction of the new scheme in 
2021.  As part of this work my Department will be examining a number of key issues and inter-
dependencies including a framework for regulation and standards, funding and staff capacity.

18/06/2019WRQ04300Home Support Service

18/06/2019WRQ04400328. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of persons ap-
proved but still on a waiting list for home support services in counties Galway and Roscom-
mon to date; the number of applications received for home support services in the counties to 
date; the number of applications in both counties which will now be restricted due to the freeze 
on receiving new applications in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24936/19]

18/06/2019WRQ04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/06/2019WRQ04600Addiction Treatment Services

18/06/2019WRQ04700329. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
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to the fact that an addiction counselling service (details supplied) in County Donegal has ceased 
to provide service; his views on whether such an absence will have a detrimental impact on 
the health and well-being of service users in the county; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24938/19]

18/06/2019WRQ04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As the infor-
mation you have requested comes under the remit of the Health Service Executive, your query 
has been forwarded to the HSE for direct reply.

18/06/2019WRQ04900Hospital Appointments Status

18/06/2019WRQ05000330. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the length of time a person 
(details supplied) will have to wait for an appointment to see a neurologist in Cork University 
Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24949/19]

18/06/2019WRQ05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

18/06/2019WRQ05200Health and Social Care Professionals Regulation

18/06/2019WRQ05300331. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) has 
taken responsibility for a doctor on the supervised section of the Irish Medical Council register 
to work as an ENT consultant at University Hospital Limerick without restriction for the best 
part of a year. [24951/19]

18/06/2019WRQ05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

18/06/2019WRQ05500Health and Social Care Professionals Regulation

18/06/2019WRQ05600332. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if the attention of a person (de-
tails supplied) was drawn either verbally or in writing to the fact that a supervising consultant 
breached the Irish Medical Council regulations on appropriate supervision by being overseen 
for much of their tenure including emergency duties. [24952/19]

18/06/2019WRQ05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.
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18/06/2019WRQ05800Health and Social Care Professionals Regulation

18/06/2019WRQ05900333. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if concerns were expressed by a 
senior clinician to the senior management and directorate of University Hospital Limerick in 
regard to a physician or clinical and professional performance of a surgeon with a demand from 
their colleague for a review of their cases; and if the relevant Q-Pulse submissions have been 
ignored to date. [24953/19]

18/06/2019WRQ06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

18/06/2019WRR00200Hospital Staff

18/06/2019WRR00300334. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) has 
been informed verbally and in writing that a consultant ENT surgeon left the region before 
finishing their on-call duties while both their absence and refusal to return placed a seriously 
ill child at risk; and the reason this alleged wrongdoing has not been investigated by the man-
agement or directorate of University Hospital Limerick regarding the departure, absence and 
behaviour of the on-call consultant ENT surgeon, which presented a risk in clinical situations 
and which has also been submitted onto Q-Pulse. [24954/19]

18/06/2019WRR00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

18/06/2019WRR00500Hospital Investigations

18/06/2019WRR00600335. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) failed to investigate or have investigated the disclosure that over 15 patients had a de-
layed head and neck cancer diagnosis despite the fact that the clinical incidents had been placed 
on Q-Pulse by a senior clinician; and the reason the person has failed, neglected or omitted to 
investigate or have investigated over 30 other serious incident submissions by a consultant ENT 
surgeon. [24955/19]

18/06/2019WRR00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

18/06/2019WRR00800Hospital Complaints Procedures

18/06/2019WRR00900336. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) determined that serious reportable incidents are not investigated but having opted instead 
to request a chart review by RCSEng of non-Q-Pulse complaints based on email correspon-
dence and thereby failed to investigate the historical non-defunct NIRF-04 forms despite being 
informed that more serious cases exist on the Q-Pulse and are lying dormant without meaning-
ful action. [24956/19]

18/06/2019WRR01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.
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18/06/2019WRR01100Hospital Deaths

18/06/2019WRR01200337. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) will 
take accountability and responsibility for their acts and omissions or failures to prevent a death 
from incompetence with gross mismanagement of a head and neck cancer patient reported to 
the University Hospital Limerick administration verbally, by email and on formal Q-Pulse. 
[24957/19]

18/06/2019WRR01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

18/06/2019WRR01400Hospital Deaths

18/06/2019WRR01500338. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the reason the death of a head and 
neck cancer patient which is reported on the Q Pulse system relating to University Hospital 
Limerick as a serious incident has not been adequately investigated; and the reason the HSE 
and the hospital have not provided open disclosure to the family of the deceased cancer patient 
despite the fact that the CEO and directorate had been informed of the circumstances of the 
preventable death well over a year ago. [24958/19]

18/06/2019WRR01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

18/06/2019WRR01700Hospital Procedures

18/06/2019WRR01800339. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) or 
their subordinates gave direction to members of administration staff at the University Hospital 
Limerick Group to cancel an operating theatre list of at least 15 patients, many of them chil-
dren but also involving two cancer cases, within 37 hours before planned surgery in May 2018. 
[24959/19]

18/06/2019WRR01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

18/06/2019WRR02000Hospital Services

18/06/2019WRR02100340. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the action or omissions or com-
mission a person (details supplied) has taken following cancer diagnosis of a patient which 
remain unactioned for 18 months after the attending consultant was initially informed of the 
histopathology results and consequently that patient is now facing chemotherapy radiation and 
a poorer prognosis as a consequence. [24960/19]

18/06/2019WRR02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

18/06/2019WRR02300Hospital Complaints Procedures

18/06/2019WRR02400341. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) failed 
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to investigate a serious complaint regarding an unactioned cancer diagnosis; the reason the 
complaint and incident remained on Q-Pulse for over six months without discussion with the 
submitting consultant; the matrix and priority criteria used to select cases of a planned external 
review; and his views on whether the person acted with bias in having the patients carefully se-
lected for an external chart review by showing a prejudice in having this unactioned complaint 
being denied priority ahead of other cases. [24961/19]

18/06/2019WRR02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

18/06/2019WRR02600Hospital Staff

18/06/2019WRR02700342. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) fa-
cilitated and aided a junior doctor who has been reported for tampering with notes on several 
occasions, missing cancer cases, refusing to see urgent patients, unable to assess chronic ear 
disease safely or known to regularly photograph patients and their notes on their mobile phone 
without consent being allowed to run clinics unsupervised and remain unreprimanded for their 
actions. [24962/19]

18/06/2019WRR02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

18/06/2019WRR02900Hospital Services

18/06/2019WRR03000343. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health his views on whether a conflict 
of interest exists in which medical professionals who have a commercial interest in companies 
that provide NIPT are also the obstetricians who certify for the provision of an abortion as a 
result of tests procured in their company. [24964/19]

18/06/2019WRR03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the issues the Deputy has raised refer to 
operational matters, I have asked the HSE to reply to you directly.

18/06/2019WRR03200Hospital Investigations

18/06/2019WRR03300344. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the person or body that will carry 
out the independent review of the tragic case in which a healthy unborn baby was aborted un-
der section 11 of the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018; his views on 
whether such a review will only be independent if it is carried out by an organisation completely 
independent of the HSE and the National Maternity Hospital; his further views on whether the 
current master of the National Maternity Hospital has a statutory responsibility to the hospital 
in the first instance; and the way in which he plans to ensure that there is no conflict of interest 
that could affect an independent investigation. [24966/19]

18/06/2019WRR03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am aware of the case the Deputy refers to 
in his question, however, it would be highly inappropriate for me to comment on an individual 
case.  Our overriding concern at this time must be for the couple involved. 

 I have been advised that steps are being taken to have an independent review of this case 
undertaken.  It is important to await the results of that review, which will allow for a better 
understanding of what has occurred. It will also allow for any learning that may emerge to be 
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disseminated throughout the health system.

 I have requested the HSE to reply to you directly in relation to the operational issues that 
you have raised.

18/06/2019WRR03500Abortion Services Provision

18/06/2019WRR03600345. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure that in future 
no abortion can be carried out under section 11 of the Health (Regulation of Termination of 
Pregnancy) Act 2018 without confirmation by long-term culture testing and amniocentesis; and 
if he will institute medical guidelines and/or change the law to ensure that such a situation can 
never occur again. [24967/19]

18/06/2019WRR03700346. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of abortions carried 
out under section 11 of the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 without 
the use of genetic CVS cell culture testing and/or without the obstetrician who is certifying the 
abortion actually meeting with the mother. [24968/19]

18/06/2019WRR03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 345 and 
346 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, Section 11 of the Health (Regulation of Termination of Preg-
nancy) Act 2018 sets out the law on access to termination of pregnancy in cases where there is 
a condition present affecting the foetus that is likely to lead to the death of the foetus. 

Section 11 provides that a termination of pregnancy may be carried out where two medical 
practitioners, having examined the pregnant woman, are of the reasonable opinion formed in 
good faith that there is present a condition affecting the foetus that is likely to lead to the death 
of the foetus either before, or within 28 days of, birth. 

The appropriate medical body, the Institute of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists and Ob-
stetricians based in the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland, has published Interim Clinical 
Guidance on Termination of Pregnancy in a number of scenarios, including the Pathway for 
Management of Fatal Fetal Abnormalities and-or Life-Limiting Conditions Diagnosed During 
Pregnancy.  

Under section 20 of the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018, a noti-
fication of each termination of pregnancy carried out under the legislation must be sent to me, 
as Minister for Health, within 28 days of it being carried out. I must prepare a report on the 
notifications received in a given year not later than 30 June the following year and lay it before 
the Houses of the Oireachtas. The report may then be published. No information on notifica-
tions received under the Act will be released until after the annual report for 2019 has been laid 
before the Houses of the Oireachtas on or before 30 June 2020.

18/06/2019WRR04000Air Ambulance Service Operations

18/06/2019WRR04100347. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health when he will issue a decision re-
garding the date the community rapid response air ambulance can start operation; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24973/19]

18/06/2019WRR04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE National Ambulance Service 
(NAS) has engaged with the Irish Community Rapid Response (ICRR) regarding the establish-
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ment of a charitably funded Helicopter Emergency Medical Service in the South.  A Service 
Level Agreement, developed between the NAS and ICRR, was formally signed by the HSE on 
13 June 2019.  

The NAS and the ICRR are currently in discussions on agreeing an appropriate date for the 
commencement of this service.

18/06/2019WRR04300Patient Transfers

18/06/2019WRR04400348. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal can expect to be transferred from Sligo University Hospital to Beau-
mont Hospital, Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24975/19]

18/06/2019WRR04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to reply to the Deputy directly.

18/06/2019WRR04600Maternity Services Provision

18/06/2019WRR04700349. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the status of the ownership and 
management including board arrangements of Holles Street hospital maternity services when 
it is located on the St. Vincent’s Hospital site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24979/19]

18/06/2019WRR04800350. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he has met officials recently 
regarding the Holles Street maternity hospital being located on the St. Vincent’s Hospital site; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24980/19]

18/06/2019WRR04900351. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if there had been progress on 
the future management and board control of the Holles Street maternity hospital when located 
on the St. Vincent’s Hospital site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24981/19]

18/06/2019WRR05000352. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if the recommendations of the 
Mulvey report on the future board management of Holles Street hospital when on the St. Vin-
cent’s Hospital site have been implemented in full; if he has requested progress on same; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24982/19]

18/06/2019WRR05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 349 to 352, 
inclusive, together.

As the Deputy will be aware, following extensive mediation discussions, agreement was 
reached between the St. Vincent’s Healthcare Group and the National Maternity Hospital 
(NMH) on the relocation of the NMH to the Elm Park campus. The terms of this agreement 
provide for the establishment of a new company which will have clinical and operational, as 
well as financial and budgetary, independence in the provision of maternity, gynaecology and 
neonatal services.

In line with the Mulvey Agreement, the Board of the proposed National Maternity Hospital 
at Elm Park DAC will comprise 9 directors; 4 nominated by SVHG, 4 by NMH, and 1 will be an 
international expert in obstetrics and gynaecology. Given the level of State investment, I have 
sought, and received, the agreement of both the NMH and St. Vincent’s Healthcare Group that 
the Board of the new NMH DAC will be competency-based and will include a Public Interest 
representative. St. Vincent’s Healthcare Group has also confirmed the process by which the 
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Religious Sisters of Charity will withdraw from the Group and transfer their shareholding to a 
new company St. Vincent’s Holdings CLG. The Sisters have, of course, already resigned from 
the Group’s Board.   

My Department continues to engage with St. Vincent’s Healthcare Group and the NMH to 
develop a legal framework to protect the State’s significant investment in the new hospital.  St. 
Vincent’s Healthcare Group has agreed in principle to provide the State with a 99-year lease 
of the land upon which the new maternity hospital will be built, and this will allow the State to 
retain ownership of the new facility.

The overall framework being put in place will unequivocally copper-fasten the principle 
that patient care in the new hospital will be delivered without religious, ethnic or other distinc-
tion and that any medical procedure which is in accordance with the laws of the land will be 
carried out there.

18/06/2019WRR05500National Treatment Purchase Fund Data

18/06/2019WRR05600353. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the division of spending within 
the 2018 €50 million NTPF allocation; the financial split that occurred between the public and 
private hospital systems; the amount paid to each public and private hospital that participated 
in the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25001/19]

18/06/2019WRR05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The information requested by the Deputy 
is currently being collated by officials in my Department and will be provided to the Deputy 
directly as soon as it becomes available.

18/06/2019WRR05800Hospital Appointments Status

18/06/2019WRR05900354. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an ENT appointment at University Hospital Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25010/19]

18/06/2019WRR06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

18/06/2019WRS00200HSE Staff Recruitment
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18/06/2019WRS00300355. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding the HSE recruitment freeze; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25015/19]

18/06/2019WRS00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

18/06/2019WRS00500Grant Payments

18/06/2019WRS00600356. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the injury grant awarded to a 
person (details supplied); when the payment will be made; the timeline over which the payment 
will continue to be made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25016/19]

18/06/2019WRS00700357. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if the injury grant will cover 
future medical procedures and associated costs for a person (details supplied); and the proce-
dure for reimbursement. [25017/19]

18/06/2019WRS00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 356 and 
357 together.

I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

18/06/2019WRS01000Pension Provisions

18/06/2019WRS01100358. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
will be entitled to recompense for a reduction in pension entitlements as a result of having their 
hours reduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25018/19]

18/06/2019WRS01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

18/06/2019WRS01300Health and Social Care Professionals Regulation

18/06/2019WRS01400359. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the agreements that exist 
between Ireland and the United Kingdom for the mutual recognition of decisions made by the 
Irish Medical Council and the General Medical Council in respect of members of the medical 
profession who have been struck off the register in either jurisdiction; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25031/19]

18/06/2019WRS01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Internal Market System (‘IMI’) is an 
EU alert system, coordinated by the EU Commission, whereby competent authorities within the 
EU share information in respect of any decision restricting or prohibiting a medical practitio-
ner’s registration or license to practice. The system was formalised through the European Union 
(Recognition of qualifications) Regulations 2017. 

In addition to this the General Medical Council (GMC) in the UK provides the Medical 
Council with a ‘decisions circular’ whereby all disciplinary decisions of the Medical Practitio-
ners Disciplinary Tribunal in the UK are disclosed. If the Medical Council becomes aware of a 
disciplinary sanction of a medical practitioner in the UK who is also on the Medical Council’s 
register the Council will seek additional information and review the circumstances which may 
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lead to a complaint being made to the Medical Council’s Preliminary Proceedings Committee 
and possibly a Fitness to Practise inquiry, depending on the facts, in accordance with the Medi-
cal Practitioners Act 2007. 

It is the current practice in the Medical Council that both the IMI alert system is checked and 
the GMC ‘decisions circular’ is reviewed when a medical practitioner applies for registration 
with the Medical Council. 

The Medical Council has a strong working relationship with the GMC and both organisa-
tions are working closely together to ensure there will be robust information sharing protocols 
in place following Brexit to protect patients in both jurisdictions.

18/06/2019WRS01600Nursing Homes Support Scheme Eligibility

18/06/2019WRS01700360. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) is not covered under the fair deal scheme; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [25041/19]

18/06/2019WRS01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Nursing Homes 
Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as Fair Deal, is a system of financial support 
for people who require long-term residential care. Participants contribute to the cost of their 
care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost. The Scheme aims to 
ensure that long-term residential care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that people 
are cared for in the most appropriate settings.  The applicant can choose any public, voluntary 
or approved private nursing home. The home must have availability and be able to cater for the 
applicant’s particular needs.

The legislation underpinning the Nursing Homes Support Scheme requires each private 
nursing home to negotiate and agree a price for long-term residential care services with the 
National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) should they wish to be an approved nursing home 
for the purposes of the Scheme. The NTPF has statutory independence in the performance of its 
function, and negotiates with each nursing home on an individual basis.  

Whilst it is not appropriate to comment on an individual case it is my understanding that 
the facility referenced is not registered with the NTPF for the purpose of State Support for long 
term care under the NHSS. It is for this reason that the NHSS does not apply to the facility.

18/06/2019WRS01900Health Services Funding

18/06/2019WRS02000361. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if an organisation (details sup-
plied) will continue to receive funding. [25060/19]

18/06/2019WRS02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives. The Government’s primary concern is to ensure the 
continuity of disability services delivered in line with strong governance mechanisms in a cost-
effective and equitable manner consistent with care and support needs. As one of many service 
providers, Rehab provide  invaluable services and supports to people with disabilities and their 
families.  

Minister Harris and I held meetings with Rehab and the HSE on 7th , 15th, and 21st May. 
We want to acknowledge the positive and transparent level of engagement by Rehab with the 
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HSE and their commitment to continue to work closely in the future. We recognise the addition-
al expenditure requirement, as set out and agreed at our meeting, is attributable in the main to a 
number of specific regulatory challenges and associated service pressures. We have committed 
to the provision of an additional €2 million in funding to Rehab. Provision of this additional 
funding is subject to the completion of a process of financial and service review.

18/06/2019WRS02200Medicinal Products Reimbursement

18/06/2019WRS02300362. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a drug for a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25067/19]

18/06/2019WRS02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drug schemes, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013; 
therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRS02500Primary Care Centres Staff

18/06/2019WRS02600363. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health when additional staff 
will be allocated to the primary care centre in Roscommon town to enable medical assessments 
for the primary medical certificate to be carried out on patients who have applied for the pri-
mary medical certificate and whose assessments have been put on hold for a minimum of three 
months as a result of staff shortages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25068/19]

18/06/2019WRS02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

18/06/2019WRS02800Orthodontic Services Provision

18/06/2019WRS02900364. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if the report on a review of the state-
ment of concern that children had been damaged by the HSE orthodontic services in Dublin-
mid-Leinster more than a decade previously which was submitted on 6 February 2015 will be 
published [25071/19]

18/06/2019WRS03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRS03100Hospital Staff Recruitment

18/06/2019WRS03200365. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Health his plans to appoint 
new laboratory scientists for Letterkenny University Hospital; when appointments will be 
made; the arrangements in the hospital for blood testing and other testing required through the 
laboratory in view of the staff shortages within the laboratory; the costs associated with out-
sourcing testing due to laboratory staff shortages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25077/19]

18/06/2019WRS03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
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this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to reply to the Deputy directly.

18/06/2019WRS03400HSE Funding

18/06/2019WRS03500366. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health when the 2019 HSE capital 
plan will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25079/19]

18/06/2019WRS03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department is continuing to work with 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the Health Service Executive in a pro-
cess to finalise as soon as possible a multi-annual Capital Plan for the HSE, which will include 
capital projects to be funded in 2019 and beyond, having regard to the available capital funding 
and the number of large national capital projects currently underway.

The HSE Capital Plan will determine the projects that can progress in 2019 and beyond 
having regard to the available capital funding, the number of large national capital projects cur-
rently underway, the cashflow requirements attaching to each project and the relevant priority. 

Projects that are currently in construction and are contractually committed will not be af-
fected.

Once the HSE has finalised its Capital Plan for 2019, it will then be submitted to me for 
consideration.

18/06/2019WRS03700Medical Card Applications

18/06/2019WRS03800367. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in the 
determination of an application for a medical card in the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25081/19]

18/06/2019WRS03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRS04000Hospital Appointments Status

18/06/2019WRS04100368. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25084/19]

18/06/2019WRS04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRS04300Services for People with Disabilities

18/06/2019WRS04400369. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if day services will be pro-
vided in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25089/19]

18/06/2019WRS04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
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es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRS04600Medicinal Products Reimbursement

18/06/2019WRS04700370. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if there are age restrictions 
or otherwise for persons wishing to avail of treatment in view of the fact that Spinraza treatment 
has been approved; if so, the rationale for imposing a barrier to the treatment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25090/19]

18/06/2019WRS04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drug schemes, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013; 
therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRS04900Hospital Staff Recruitment

18/06/2019WRS05000371. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health if recruitment in order 
to fill a number of vacancies in a department in a hospital (details supplied) will be approved in 
order to allow the service to operate at full capacity and avoid sending tests to private laborato-
ries as a cost to the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25092/19]

18/06/2019WRS05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to reply to the Deputy directly.

18/06/2019WRS05200Hospital Staff Recruitment

18/06/2019WRS05300372. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the status of staffing ar-
rangements in a department in a hospital (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25093/19]

18/06/2019WRS05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to reply to the Deputy directly.

18/06/2019WRS05500Hospital Staff Data

18/06/2019WRS05600373. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the number of vacancies 
in a department in a hospital (details supplied); the full title of the positions that are vacant; 
the funding required to fill all vacant positions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25094/19]

18/06/2019WRS05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to reply to the Deputy directly.
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18/06/2019WRS05800Home Help Service Provision

18/06/2019WRS05900374. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if additional home help 
hours will be provided in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25108/19]

18/06/2019WRS06000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRS06100Hospital Appointments Status

18/06/2019WRS06200375. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appointment 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25141/19]

18/06/2019WRS06300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

18/06/2019WRT00200Home Help Service

18/06/2019WRT00300376. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health his views on reports that the HSE 
has instructed officials to block new home help applications until at least November 2019 as 
part of a series of cost cutting plans; the rationale for this instruction; the supports that will be 
made available to persons in need of these supports from now until November 2019; the steps 
that will be taken in relation to applications after November 2019; and the impact this will have 
on services in County Louth and CHO area 8. [25143/19]

18/06/2019WRT00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): It is not correct to say 
that no new clients will be allocated home supports for the next five months.  The allocation of 
new hours will be based on clients’ needs and the resources available. Recycling of hours will 
continue, in line with budgetary management.
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Home supports enable older people to remain in their own homes and communities, as well 
as facilitating timely discharge from hospital.  The Government has made improved access to 
home support services a priority. This is reflected in the ongoing additional investment made 
in these services in recent years with the budget growing from €306 million in 2015 to almost 
€446 million in 2019. That is about a 45% increase in the annual budget for home support. 

In 2018, the total budget for the service was €416.8 million, providing over 17.5 million 
hours. In 2019 almost €30 million has been added to the home support budget. This year the 
HSE intends to provide over 18.2 million home support hours, including intensive home care 
packages, to over 53,000 people. When one looks at the year-on-year targets, this means that 
this year’s National Service Plan aims to deliver about 800,000 more hours than the 2018 target. 

The allocation of funding for home supports, though significant, is finite and services must 
be delivered within the funding available. The Home Support Service is not demand led and 
is therefore operated in line with agreed budgetary limits and targets as set out in the HSE Na-
tional Service Plan. 

To achieve compliance with its funding allocation, the HSE must ensure that the value of 
the total number of hours provided does not exceed the budget. This means that the HSE has to 
manage its service delivery over the course of the year to align with the total funding available. 
It also has a responsibility to ensure that activity is planned so as to anticipate critical demand 
pressures, most particularly emergency pressures in the initial and latter parts of the year.

While the existing home support service is delivering crucial support to many people across 
the country, the Government fully accepts that it needs to be further improved to better meet the 
changing needs of our citizens.  

It is for that reason that my Department is progressing the development of a new statutory 
scheme and system of regulation for home support services.  The Sláintecare Implementation 
Strategy commits to the introduction of the new scheme in 2021.

18/06/2019WRT00500Home Care Packages Data

18/06/2019WRT00600377. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in hospital 
in County Louth experiencing a delayed discharge which is dependent on a home care package, 
home help hours and home support hours; and length of time by which these discharges have 
been delayed. [25144/19]

18/06/2019WRT00700378. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in County 
Louth awaiting provision of home care packages, home help hours and home support hours. 
[25145/19]

18/06/2019WRT00800379. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of home care pack-
ages, home help hours and home support hours provided in County Louth in each of the years 
2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [25146/19]

18/06/2019WRT00900380. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in County 
Louth in receipt of home help hours, home care packages and home support hours. [25147/19]

18/06/2019WRT01000381. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in County 
Louth who applied for home care packages, home help hours and home support hours in 2018 
and to date in 2019; and the number of applications approved. [25148/19]
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18/06/2019WRT01100382. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to deal with 
the crisis in the provision of home help hours in County Louth and CHO area 8; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25149/19]

18/06/2019WRT01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 377 to 382, inclusive, together.

As these are service matters I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly 
to the Deputy as soon as possible.

18/06/2019WRT01800Home Care Packages Provision

18/06/2019WRT01900383. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health his plans to build, plan and in-
crease provision for home care packages and home help hours in County Louth and CHO area 
8 in line with the increased demand for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25150/19]

18/06/2019WRT02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): Home supports en-
able older people to remain in their own homes and communities, as well as facilitating timely 
discharge from hospital.  The Government has made improved access to home support services 
a priority. This is reflected in the ongoing additional investment made in these services in recent 
years with the budget growing from €306 million in 2015 to almost €446 million in 2019. That 
is about a 45% increase in the annual budget for home support. 

In 2018, the total budget for the service was €416.8 million, providing over 17.5 million 
hours. In 2019 almost €30 million has been added to the home support budget. This year the 
HSE intends to provide over 18.2 million home support hours, including intensive home care 
packages, to over 53,000 people. When one looks at the year-on-year targets, this means that 
this year’s National Service Plan aims to deliver about 800,000 more hours than the 2018 target.  
The Home Support Budget for CHO 8 has risen from €40.6m in 2018 to almost €43.2m in 2019 
and the target is to provide over 1.7m home support hours this year. 

The allocation of funding for home supports, though significant, is finite and services must 
be delivered within the funding available.   The Home Support Service is not  demand led and 
is therefore operated in line with agreed budgetary limits and targets as set out in the HSE Na-
tional Service Plan. 

To achieve compliance with its funding allocation, the HSE must ensure that the value of 
the total number of hours provided does not exceed the budget. This means that the HSE has to 
manage its service delivery over the course of the year to align with the total funding available. 
It also has a responsibility to ensure that activity is planned so as to anticipate critical demand 
pressures, most particularly in respect of emergency pressures in the initial and latter parts of 
the year.

The level of funding that will be available for the HSE in 2020 will be considered as part of 
this year’s national Estimates and Budgetary process.

18/06/2019WRT02100Elder Abuse

18/06/2019WRT02200384. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will report on pro-
posed legislation which would allow powers to be given to State agencies to investigate cases 
by which an elderly parent or parents are being abused physically or by which an elderly person 
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is having their financial situations being interfered with by another person; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [25152/19]

18/06/2019WRT02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Deputy’s ques-
tion is well timed as World Elder Abuse Awareness Day took place last Saturday 15 June. The 
day serves as a call to action for individuals, organisations and communities to raise awareness 
about elder abuse, neglect and exploitation. 

The safety and protection of adults (including older people) who may be at risk of harm or 
abuse is a key objective of Government and society.  This is why the Minister for Health sought 
Government approval in December 2017 for the development of an adult safeguarding policy 
for the health and social care sector and any underpinning legislation as required.  This will be 
the first such overarching policy for the health sector. 

The Department’s ongoing work in this area addresses the Government’s Decision to ap-
prove this proposal. An overarching sectorial policy of this nature is a complex undertaking, 
not least because it will cover adult safeguarding in the public, voluntary and private health and 
social care sector. Consideration will be given to appropriate health sector adult safeguarding 
measures including investigation of physical and financial abuse.

The Department of Health’s focus is on delivering a comprehensive health and social care 
sector policy and, subsequently, any required legislation to underpin it. It is however, recog-
nised that adult safeguarding (including protection from elder abuse) is a matter for every sec-
tor. For example, the type of abuse referred to by the Deputy may often be criminal in nature, 
and An Garda Síochána can investigate such matters.

18/06/2019WRT02400Nursing Homes Support Scheme

18/06/2019WRT02500385. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health when the 7.5% property rate 
within the fair deal scheme capped at three years for the vast majority of persons will be extend-
ed to farming families; if the extension will be applied retrospectively to current participants of 
the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25156/19]

18/06/2019WRT02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The proposed policy 
change to the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS), to cap contributions based on farm and 
business assets at 3 years where a family successor commits to working the productive asset, 
has been approved by Government.  My Department developed draft Heads of Bill while con-
sidering a number of complex ancillary policy and operational matters which may need to be 
addressed in the proposed legislation. 

 It is intended that this proposed policy change, the 3 year cap, will be extended to eligible 
existing participants in long term residential care so that they are not disadvantaged, but that 
there would be no retrospective recoupment of contributions for those who have paid contribu-
tions over and above the 3 year period. The cost of applying the change to existing residents 
who will qualify from the coming into effect of the provisions has been factored into the overall 
cost of this proposed legislative change. 

 The Heads of Bill were circulated to Government last week.  The changes to the Scheme 
will come into effect as soon as the legislative process is successfully complete. I intend to 
progress this as quickly as possible, however, the timeline for completion of the legislation will 
also depend on how it passes through the Houses.
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18/06/2019WRT02700Hospital Staff Data

18/06/2019WRT02800386. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of full-time 
permanent nurse posts that Beaumont Hospital offered graduate nurses in each of the years 
2017, 2018 and to date in 2019; the number of posts that were accepted in each year; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [25160/19]

18/06/2019WRT02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

18/06/2019WRT03000Long-Term Illness Scheme

18/06/2019WRT03100387. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an application for inclusion on 
the long-term illness scheme will be granted on appeal to a person (details supplied). [25163/19]

18/06/2019WRT03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRT03300Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

18/06/2019WRT03400388. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if a wheelchair will be pro-
vided for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25164/19]

18/06/2019WRT03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRT03600Medical Card Applications

18/06/2019WRT03700389. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the reason a medical 
card application was closed even though the requested information was submitted on time for 
a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25185/19]

18/06/2019WRT03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRT03900Departmental Correspondence

18/06/2019WRT04000390. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if all communication, correspon-
dence and documents, or all of the above, between him, his office, his advisers, his Department 
and a person (details supplied) and or their team and officials and a company from 1 January 
2019 and to date in 2019 will be published. [25198/19]

18/06/2019WRT04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Records such as this are not routinely re-
trieved and compiled for publication by my Department.  I understand that the particular re-
cords in question are the subject of an FOI request submitted by the Deputy in recent days, and 
this will of course be dealt with by my Department in the normal manner in accordance with 



Questions - Written Answers

186

FOI legislation. 

18/06/2019WRT04200Cross-Border Health Services Provision

18/06/2019WRT04300391. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in 
reimbursement payment by the HSE to a person (details supplied) who availed of the cross-
Border directive for a procedure six months ago; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25200/19]

18/06/2019WRT04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The management of the Cross Border Direc-
tive (CBD) is a matter for the Health Service Executive. 

As the issue raised is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond 
the Deputy directly. 

18/06/2019WRT04500Medical Treatment Complaints

18/06/2019WRT04600392. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views on the misdiagnosis 
and termination of an unborn child at Holles Street following prenatal genetic testing that ap-
peared to originally confirm the presence of Trisomy 18, or Edward’s Syndrome; if an indepen-
dent statutory inquiry will be established and a review of genetic testing protocols undertaken; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25205/19]

18/06/2019WRT04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am aware of the case the Deputy refers to 
in his question, however, it would be highly inappropriate for me to comment on an individual 
case.  Our overriding concern at this time must be for the couple involved. 

I have been advised that steps are being taken to have an independent review of this case 
undertaken.  It is important to await the results of that review, which will allow for a better 
understanding of what has occurred. It will also allow for any learning that may emerge to be 
disseminated throughout the health system.

I have requested that the HSE reply to you directly on the operational issues that you have 
raised.

18/06/2019WRT04800Abortion Services Provision

18/06/2019WRT04900393. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he is satisfied that suffi-
cient infrastructural and staff supports are in place to support the implementation of the Health 
(Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25206/19]

18/06/2019WRT05000419. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the measures he took in re-
sponse to the concerns raised by a person (details supplied) at a meeting of the Oireachtas Joint 
Committee on Health on 19 September 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25312/19]

18/06/2019WRT05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 393 and 
419 together.

As the issues raised in the Deputy’s questions are operational matters, I have requested that 
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the HSE replies directly to you.

18/06/2019WRT05200Mental Health Services Provision

18/06/2019WRT05300394. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of private com-
panies and organisations providing mental health services under contract with the HSE; the 
amount paid to same in 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25207/19]

18/06/2019WRT05400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/06/2019WRT05500Paediatric Services

18/06/2019WRT05600395. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health if investigations have 
been carried out into appointing a paediatric neurology team to an area (details supplied); the 
service in place for neurology patients in the area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25237/19]

18/06/2019WRT05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to reply to the Deputy directly.

18/06/2019WRT05800Bed Availability

18/06/2019WRT05900396. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if a long-term bed made will be 
made available to a person (details supplied). [25238/19]

18/06/2019WRT06000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/06/2019WRU00200Speech and Language Therapy Provision

18/06/2019WRU00300397. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health his plans to allocate a speech and 
language therapist for Thurles, County Tipperary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25239/19]

18/06/2019WRU00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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18/06/2019WRU00500Hospital Car Parks

18/06/2019WRU00600398. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health when the implementation of 
the €10 cap on hospital car park charges will be introduced to the car parks in Our Lady of 
Lourdes Hospital in Drogheda, County Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25253/19]

18/06/2019WRU00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have made it clear that I want to see prog-
ress made in this area and am working with my Department and the HSE in this regard. In 
March 2018, I requested the HSE to conduct a review of hospital car parking charges with a 
view to establishing clear national guidelines in the area. The HSE is currently liaising with 
Hospital Groups nationally to develop an implementation plan to accompany the review report 
. When submitted, my Department will consider the implementation plan in collaboration with 
the HSE as part of the service planning process.

18/06/2019WRU00800Medical Conditions

18/06/2019WRU00900399. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 833 of 26 March 2019, if he will report on the consideration of the report of the work-
ing group on the model of care for lymphoedema and lipoedema; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [25255/19]

18/06/2019WRU01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The working group report detailing the pro-
posed model of care for lymphoedema and lipoedema treatment in Ireland has been finalised 
and was published on the HSE website in April 2019. The report is available at:

https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/publications/lymphoedema-model-of-care.pdf. 

The HSE will initiate a 12-month ‘proof of concept’ programme in September this year. 
This programme will consist of:

- an early detection service in the Mater Misericordiae University Hospital, Dublin;

- a community demonstration site in Community Healthcare Organisation 8 (Laois/Offaly);

- the introduction of lymphoedema education into undergraduate programmes; and,

- eLearning modules in lymphoedema awareness for health care practitioners.

18/06/2019WRU01100Hospital Facilities

18/06/2019WRU01200400. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when the building to house the 
MRI scanner for the Midland Regional Hospital, Mullingar will commence (details supplied). 
[25256/19]

18/06/2019WRU01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department is continuing to work with 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the Health Service Executive in a pro-
cess to finalise as soon as possible a multi-annual Capital Plan for the HSE, which will include 
capital projects to be funded in 2019 and beyond, having regard to the available capital funding 
and the number of large national capital projects currently underway. The availability of fund-
ing determines the timeframe for the delivery of capital projects such as the proposed MRI ac-
commodation at Regional Hospital Mullingar.
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18/06/2019WRU01400Hospital Appointments Status

18/06/2019WRU01500401. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be expe-
dited for a person (details supplied). [25258/19]

18/06/2019WRU01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

18/06/2019WRU01700General Practitioner Services Provision

18/06/2019WRU01800402. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to address the 
shortage of general practitioner services at Ballymore health centre, County Westmeath (details 
supplied). [25269/19]

18/06/2019WRU01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy. 

18/06/2019WRU02000Respite Care Services Provision

18/06/2019WRU02100403. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the provisions which can be 
made for obtaining respite care for a person (details supplied). [25271/19]

18/06/2019WRU02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/06/2019WRU02300Hospital Appointments Status

18/06/2019WRU02400404. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal can expect to receive an appointment from the breast clinic in Let-
terkenny University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25272/19]

18/06/2019WRU02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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 The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

18/06/2019WRU02600Mental Health Services Funding

18/06/2019WRU02700405. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health his plans to fund an organisation 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25280/19]

18/06/2019WRU02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The HSE is respon-
sible for deciding on the allocation of funding to suitable organisations and projects, based on 
locally identified needs and priorities, with the HSE’s Mental Health Services being responsible 
for allocating funding related to mental health. Applications for funding should be made direct-
ly by interested organisations to the appropriate area of the HSE, which in this case is Mental 
Health Services. They can be contacted directly at: mentalhealth@hse.ie  

I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as pos-
sible.

18/06/2019WRU02900Hospital Facilities

18/06/2019WRU03000406. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the status of progress on the 
modular units at South Tipperary General Hospital; when the units will be open for patients; the 
stage the recruitment process is at; the funds allocated in budget 2019 that will allow the unit to 
be operational in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25281/19]

18/06/2019WRU03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of public healthcare services and infrastructure projects, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly in relation to this matter.

18/06/2019WRU03200Hospitals Capital Programme

18/06/2019WRU03300407. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the status of progress on the capi-
tal project at St. Patrick’s Hospital, Cashel, County Tipperary; the completion date; the funds 
allocated and ring-fenced for the completion of the project; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25282/19]

18/06/2019WRU03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of public healthcare services and infrastructure projects, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly in relation to this matter.

18/06/2019WRU03500Services for People with Disabilities
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18/06/2019WRU03600408. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health when funding will be 
provided following approval of a transport place for a person (details supplied) in order that 
they can be transported from their residence to their education setting and supporting their ad-
ditional needs and requirements [25283/19]

18/06/2019WRU03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRU03800Home Help Service

18/06/2019WRU03900409. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when home help providers 
who have not received mileage costs will receive same (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25284/19]

18/06/2019WRU04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

18/06/2019WRU04100Medical Conditions

18/06/2019WRU04200410. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the criteria used here to diag-
nose ME as described under G.93.3 WHO, International Classification of Diseases, Tenth Re-
vision (ICD-10); if the HSE will be requested to develop guidelines for the condition relevant 
to Ireland and reference contemporary research to complement work being carried out in the 
United Kingdom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25290/19]

18/06/2019WRU04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRU04400Health Services Staff

18/06/2019WRU04500411. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health his plans to address the lack 
of specialist consultants for ME patients; his views on whether ME is a multi-system disease 
involving many areas with many debilitating symptoms which require patients to see different 
consultants, requiring high medical expenses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25291/19]

18/06/2019WRU04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRU04700Medical Conditions
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18/06/2019WRU04800412. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will instruct the HSE to 
update its diagnostic and treatment procedures for persons with ME to reflect best international 
practice; if he will address the lack of specialist support within the health service for those suf-
fering with ME; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25292/19]

18/06/2019WRU04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRU05000Hospital Appointments Status

18/06/2019WRU05100413. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will have an urgently required MRI scan conducted; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [25294/19]

18/06/2019WRU05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

18/06/2019WRU05300Mental Health Services Provision

18/06/2019WRU05400414. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment and treatment from the child and adolescent mental health services; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25295/19]

18/06/2019WRU05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/06/2019WRU05600Care of the Elderly

18/06/2019WRU05700415. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health if a health and safety report will 
be released on a unit which was being used to provide services (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25296/19]

18/06/2019WRU05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy. 
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18/06/2019WRU05900Hospital Appointments Status

18/06/2019WRU06000416. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for a 
person (details supplied). [25299/19]

18/06/2019WRU06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

18/06/2019WRU06200Protected Disclosures

18/06/2019WRU06300417. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his views on whether a threat by a 
person (details supplied) to call the authorities on a whistleblower at University Hospital Lim-
erick to be a form of penalisation. [25307/19]

18/06/2019WRU06400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

18/06/2019WRV00200Site Acquisitions

18/06/2019WRV00300418. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if he will consider purchasing a 
property (details supplied) to be used as a resource for community members, including persons 
with disabilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25309/19]

18/06/2019WRV00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of public healthcare services and infrastructure projects, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly in relation to this matter. 

  Question No. 419 answered with Question No. 393.

18/06/2019WRV00600Cross-Border Health Initiatives

18/06/2019WRV00700420. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health his plans to review the effi-
ciency of resources in the Cross Border Directive office in view of the volume of claims it re-
ceives from patients accessing healthcare in the United Kingdom; and his plans to increase staff 
numbers to deal with the backlog; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25316/19]

18/06/2019WRV00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE is responsible for the operation of 
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the Cross Border Directive and the management of staffing levels for the HSE Cross Border 
Directive (CBD) office is an operational matter for the HSE.  I have, therefore, asked the HSE 
to respond directly to the Deputy.

It should be noted that the numbers of persons availing of the Directive has been increasing 
steadily for a number of years with a corresponding increase in the workload for the CBD of-
fice.  I am aware that the HSE is currently considering a business case, and other interim steps, 
to address the issues which have arisen with regard to the processing of reimbursements. 

18/06/2019WRV00900Assisted Human Reproduction

18/06/2019WRV01000421. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the steps he has taken to put 
in place a consent form to be signed by sperm donors granting permission for them to be added 
to a central register; when this consent form will be available to fertility clinics; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25326/19]

18/06/2019WRV01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Children and Family Relationships Act 
2015 (Act of 2015) was enacted to modernise family law in a way that is inclusive of and sensi-
tive to the reality of contemporary family life in Ireland and to meet the needs of children living 
in diverse family types. The Minister for Health is responsible for the commencement of Parts 
2 and 3 of the Act of 2015 and associated regulations. 

Parts 2 & 3 of the Act of 2015 contain provisions relating to the consents required  of par-
ties to donor assisted human reproduction (DAHR) procedures (both donors and intending par-
ents).  These provisions include requiring the consent of the donor(s) to the recording of certain 
information about the themselves on the National Donor-Conceived Person Register (to be 
established under Part 3) to allow  the rights of donor-conceived people to access (should they 
wish) information about their genetic heritage when they reach the age of 18 from the Register.   

Regulations to be made under the Act of 2015 include a  declaration of consent to be signed 
by a donor before they make a gamete donation for use in a DAHR  procedure in the State.  If 
the gamete is acquired from outside the State the donor must provide consent that is substan-
tially the same as the statutory regulation.   In advance of the commencement of these Regula-
tions a sample information sheet on donor consent forms has been  provided to fertility clinics 
on these requirements.  

18/06/2019WRV01200Home Help Service Data

18/06/2019WRV01300422. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health when the HSE will communicate 
with persons on waiting lists to advise them that new and additional hours are suspended; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25329/19]

18/06/2019WRV01400423. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the other services being funded 
from the homecare budget that are not related to the homecare service or direct homecare client 
hours; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25330/19]

18/06/2019WRV01500429. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the homecare hours being deliv-
ered for the HSE by third party private providers; the cost of the provision in each of the years 
2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25339/19]

18/06/2019WRV01600431. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the examination carried out to 
ensure compliance to the promise of equity by the HSE when allocating homecare hours to 
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persons awaiting discharge from acute hospital beds versus the community waiting list; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [25341/19]

18/06/2019WRV01700432. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the services, both pay and non-pay, 
being funded from the homecare budget that are not directly related to the homecare service; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25344/19]

18/06/2019WRV01800435. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the number of home support hours 
allocated to persons in acute hospital beds in each of the years 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25351/19]

18/06/2019WRV01900446. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health when the HSE plans to communi-
cate with healthcare support assistants in relation to the embargo on new and additional hours; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25368/19]

18/06/2019WRV02000455. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the reason healthcare support 
assistants were informed regarding the embargo on the delivery of a new or additional home 
support hours through the media; the reason the HSE did not communicate this decision with 
its staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25425/19]

18/06/2019WRV02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 422, 423, 429, 431, 432, 435, 446 and 455 together.

Home supports enable older people to remain in their own homes and communities, as well 
as facilitating timely discharge from hospital.  The Government has made improved access to 
home support services a priority. This is reflected in the ongoing additional investment made 
in these services in recent years with the budget growing from €306 million in 2015 to almost 
€446 million in 2019. That is about a 45% increase in the annual budget for home support. 

In 2018, the total budget for the service was €416.8 million, providing over 17.5 million 
hours. This year the HSE intends to provide over 18.2 million home support hours, including 
intensive home care packages, to over 53,000 people. In 2019 almost €30 million has been 
added to the home support budget. When one looks at the year-on-year targets, this means that 
this year’s National Service Plan aims to deliver about 800,000 more hours than the 2018 target. 

To achieve compliance with its funding allocation, the HSE must ensure that the value of 
the total number of hours provided does not exceed the budget. This means that the HSE must 
manage its service delivery over the course of the year to align with the total funding available. 
It also has a responsibility to ensure that activity is planned to anticipate critical demand pres-
sures, most particularly emergency pressures in the initial and latter parts of the year.

 It is not correct to say that no new clients will be allocated home supports for the next five 
months.  The allocation of new hours will be based on clients’ needs and the resources avail-
able. Recycling of hours will continue in line with normal budgetary management.  While the 
existing home support service is delivering crucial support to many people across the country, 
the Government fully accepts that it needs to be further improved to better meet the changing 
needs of our citizens.   

It is for that reason that the Department is progressing the development of a new statutory 
scheme and system of regulation for home support services.  The Sláintecare Implementation 
Strategy commits to the introduction of the new scheme in 2021.

 The level of funding that will be available for the HSE in 2020 will be considered as part of 
the national Estimates and budgetary process for 2019.
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 As the Deputy has raised a number of service matters I have asked the Health Service Ex-
ecutive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

18/06/2019WRV02300Home Help Service

18/06/2019WRV02400424. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if the attention of the HSE was 
drawn to the intention to move to a fair deal type scheme for homecare; if so, the date on which 
its attention was drawn to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25331/19]

18/06/2019WRV02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The development of a 
new, standalone statutory scheme and system of regulation for home-support services is a long-
standing objective of the Government, which the Department of Health is currently progress-
ing.  Work is ongoing to determine the optimal model for, and approach to the development of, 
the statutory scheme within the broader context of the Sláintecare reforms. 

The HSE is aware of this on-going work, and meets with the Department on a regular basis 
to discuss the development and implementation of Government policy.

18/06/2019WRV02600European Court of Justice Rulings

18/06/2019WRV02700425. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if the HSE has budgeted for the 
implementation of a ruling by the European Court of Justice (details supplied); if so, the budget 
allowed for implementation of the legalisation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25335/19]

18/06/2019WRV02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

18/06/2019WRV02900European Court of Justice Rulings

18/06/2019WRV03000426. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if the requirement to make travel 
time payments to staff from within the existing 2019 home support budget was to bring the staff 
in line with the outcome of a ruling of the European Court of Justice (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [25336/19]

18/06/2019WRV03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

18/06/2019WRV03200Home Help Service

18/06/2019WRV03300427. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the additional procedures put in 
place to safeguard persons in the community that await a service; if the timeframe for review-
ing the needs of persons has been narrowed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25337/19]

18/06/2019WRV03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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18/06/2019WRV03500Health Services Staff

18/06/2019WRV03600428. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the specific implications for health-
care support assistants in terms of envisioned change to their current working structure or terms 
and conditions of employment as a result of the implementation of the fair deal scheme; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [25338/19]

18/06/2019WRV03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

  Question No. 429 answered with Question No. 422.

18/06/2019WRV03900Home Help Service

18/06/2019WRV04000430. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the reason the decision has been 
taken to reduce care hours in view of the fact the revised contract in WRC agreements guaran-
teed additional hours and states that the service would not be impacted; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25340/19]

18/06/2019WRV04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

  Questions Nos. 431 and 432 answered with Question No. 422.

18/06/2019WRV04400HSE Staff Data

18/06/2019WRV04500433. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the amount spent on HSE staff at-
tending meetings, paperwork, time and travel negotiating and partially implementing the WRC 
agreement of 2017; the areas this was funded from; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [25347/19]

18/06/2019WRV04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

18/06/2019WRV04700Open Disclosures Policy

18/06/2019WRV04800434. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that a person (details supplied) allegedly issued a perceived threat against a senior clini-
cian that had requested assistance for a proposed open disclosure meeting with a patient whose 
cancer diagnosis had suffered delayed treatment for 18 months; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25348/19]

18/06/2019WRV04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

  Question No. 435 answered with Question No. 422.

18/06/2019WRV05100Home Help Service
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18/06/2019WRV05200436. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the purpose the fair deal for homec-
are income will be used for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25352/19]

18/06/2019WRV05300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The development of 
a new, standalone statutory scheme and system of regulation for home-support services is a key 
objective of the Government, which the Department of Health is currently progressing. This 
includes work to determine the optimal model for, and approach to the development of, the 
statutory scheme within the broader context of the Sláintecare reforms. 

In preparation for the development of the statutory scheme, the Department commissioned 
the Health Research Board to carry out a review of the home-care systems in four European 
countries. In addition, the Department conducted a public consultation on home-care services, 
on which a report was published in 2018. These reports are available on the Department’s web-
site and will help to ensure that the new scheme is informed both by international experience 
and by the views of stakeholders, including service-users. 

The development of a new statutory scheme and system of regulation for home-support ser-
vices is a complex process and no final decisions have been taken, at this time, on the broader 
issue of the financing of the scheme and any possible income arising.

18/06/2019WRV05400Home Help Service

18/06/2019WRV05500437. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the implications of the fair deal 
template for homecare on the agreed and partially implemented revised contract of employment 
for healthcare support assistants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25353/19]

18/06/2019WRV05600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The development of a 
new, standalone statutory scheme and system of regulation for home-support services is a long-
standing objective of the Government, which the Department of Health is currently progress-
ing. Work is on-going to determine the optimal model for, and approach to the development of, 
the statutory scheme within the broader context of the Sláintecare reforms. 

The development of such a scheme is a complex process, building on the HSE’s continual 
enhancement of existing service-provision and on emerging good practice across the current 
system of health and social care delivery, including in relation to workforce planning, will be 
central to this.

In relation to the revised contact of employment for healthcare support assistants, in April 
2014, following a Labour Court Recommendation, the HSE implemented new contracts for 
its directly employed home help staff.  More recently, in 2017, the HSE engaged with SIPTU 
under a WRC Conciliation to review current home help staff contracts, as provided for in the 
2014 Home Help Agreement.  The aim was to ensure that contracted arrangements reflect the 
needs of the service, to maximise contracted hours for HSE directly employed staff and to take 
further steps towards professionalising the Home Support Service.

 The agreement, under the auspices of the WRC will provide for:-

- an increase in contracted hours for over 90% of home support staff if they choose to accept 
the HSE offers

- a change of title from Home Help Worker to Health Care Support Assistant to better reflect 
the nature of the services being provided
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- the introduction of rostered arrangements to give staff greater certainty regarding their 
hours of attendance with travel time factored into these arrangements

- assignment of work bases

- a requirement that all new Home Help staff should possess, on recruitment, the minimum 
qualification equivalent to a relevant QQI approved major award at Level 5 or higher.

The contracts for Home Help staff have been agreed and are being rolled out.  Their roll 
out is subject to available resources and in conjunction with FÓRSA instruction to Home Help 
Managers. 

18/06/2019WRV05700HSE Expenditure

18/06/2019WRV05800438. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the number of hours paid to the 
national committee for the healthcare support assistant staff in addition to HSE staff that were 
involved in reaching an agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25354/19]

18/06/2019WRV05900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

18/06/2019WRW00200Health Services Staff Remuneration

18/06/2019WRW00300439. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the reason the WRC agreement 
of 2017 has not been fully implemented to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25355/19]

18/06/2019WRW00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

18/06/2019WRW00500Hospital Waiting Lists Data

18/06/2019WRW00600440. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on 
the ENT outpatient waiting list at Roscommon County Hospital in each of the years 2016 to 
2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; the average waiting period by triage category; the 
steps being taken to address the waiting periods; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25358/19]

18/06/2019WRW00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am conscious that waiting times are often 
unacceptably long and of the burden that this places on patients and their families. In this re-
gard, the Government is committed to improving waiting times for hospital appointments and 
procedures.

The joint Department of Health/HSE/National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) Sched-
uled Care Access Plan 2019 was published in March and sets out measures to improve care for 
patients waiting for scheduled care in 2019 by reducing waiting times for inpatient/day case 
treatment and outpatient appointments.

A key element of the Plan is the stabilisation of the Outpatient Waiting List. Under the Plan 
the HSE, in line with the National Service Plan, will aim to deliver 3.3 million outpatient ap-
pointments, of which approximately 1 million will be first appointments. For its part the NTPF 
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will aim to deliver 40,000 first Outpatient appointments.

The plan includes a target to reduce the number of patients waiting for and Inpatient/Day 
Case procedure from just over 70,000 in December 2018 to 60,000 by year end and to reduce 
the number of patients waiting for a first Outpatient appointment from over 516,000 at the end 
of 2018 to under 509,000 by the end of 2019. The latter target takes into account the fact that 
more than 800,000 new patients will be added to the Outpatient waiting list in 2019, a figure 
that is based on trends for the previous two years. 

The NTPF advise that over recent months they have placed a particular focus on engag-
ing with hospital groups and individual hospitals to identify outpatient waiting list proposals. 
While the NTPF have already approved over 38,000 outpatient appointments, they advise that 
the impact of these initiatives may not be seen until the end of the year. Approximately 75% 
of outpatient appointments approved to date relate to 4 high-volume specialities, specifically 
Ophthalmology, ENT, Orthopaedics, and Dermatology. 

As the question in relation to the number of persons on the ENT outpatient waiting list at 
Roscommon County Hospital in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, and the 
average waiting period by triage category, is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to the Deputy directly.

18/06/2019WRW00800Primary Medical Certificates Data

18/06/2019WRW00900441. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of applications for 
primary medical certificates in counties Roscommon and Galway to date; the number of appli-
cations awaiting assessment in both counties to date; the waiting period in both counties for pri-
mary medical certificate applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25360/19]

18/06/2019WRW01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRW01100Cancer Services Provision

18/06/2019WRW01200442. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter in the 
case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25361/19]

18/06/2019WRW01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): It is not the intention that there be any unin-
tended consequences of the Bill. It is not disputed that people can access various therapies. The 
aim of the Bill is to ensure no false linkages are made between accessing those therapies and 
a claim that something is a treatment for cancer. People suffering from cancer can be in a very 
vulnerable position and open to false claims or manipulation. The intention of the Bill is about 
safeguarding our citizens and making sure they have accurate information regarding medical 
and scientific advice on how to cure and treat cancer. 

18/06/2019WRW01400Health Services Provision

18/06/2019WRW01500443. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if the HSE has paid an interim 
travel payment as agreed until a procedure is in place in respect of calculating actual travel time 
to healthcare support assistant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25363/19]
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18/06/2019WRW01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

18/06/2019WRW01700Health Services Staff Remuneration

18/06/2019WRW01800444. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health his plans to use the WRC agree-
ment of 2017 which sets out a clear vision for the role of healthcare support assistants; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [25364/19]

18/06/2019WRW01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

18/06/2019WRW02000Home Care Packages

18/06/2019WRW02100445. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if the full cost-benefit analysis 
and risk assessment process has been completed in respect of switching to a fair deal model for 
home care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25365/19]

18/06/2019WRW02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The development 
of a new, stand alone statutory scheme and system of regulation for home-support services is 
a key objective of the Government, which the Department of Health is currently progressing. 
This includes work to determine the optimal model for, and approach to the development of, the 
statutory scheme within the broader context of the Sláintecare reforms. 

The development of a new statutory scheme and system of regulation for home-support ser-
vices is a complex process to which cost–benefit analysis and risk-assessment will be integral, 
and this work is currently on-going. 

Question No. 446 answered with Question No. 422.

18/06/2019WRW02400Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

18/06/2019WRW02500447. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health his plans to add motor neurone 
disease to the list of illnesses covered by the long-term illness scheme; when the long-term ill-
ness scheme was last updated; his plans to add additional conditions to the list; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25372/19]

18/06/2019WRW02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The LTI Scheme was established under Sec-
tion 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended). The conditions covered by the LTI are: acute 
leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person under 16); cystic fibro-
sis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes mellitus; parkinson-
ism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; and conditions aris-
ing from the use of thalidomide.

Under the LTI Scheme, patients receive drugs, medicines, and medical and surgical ap-
pliances directly related to the treatment of their illness, free of charge. The Scheme was last 
amended in 1975.

There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the Scheme at this time. How-
ever, I wish to inform the Deputy that the LTI Scheme will be included as part of a review of the 
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current eligibility framework, including the basis for existing hospital and medication charges, 
to be carried out under commitments given in the Sláintecare Implementation Strategy.

For people who are not eligible for the LTI Scheme, there are other arrangements which 
protect them from excessive medicine costs.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €124 a month 
towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the cost 
burden for families and individuals with ongoing expenditure on medicines.

People who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services 
for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card. In the assessment pro-
cess, the HSE can take into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family. 

People who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail of a GP visit card, 
which covers the cost of GP consultations.

18/06/2019WRW02700Occupational Therapy Waiting Lists

18/06/2019WRW02800448. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
to access occupational therapy adult services in County Roscommon to date; the number on 
waiting lists for priority one, two and three cases, respectively; the number of children waiting 
to access occupational therapy children’s services in the county; the average waiting periods; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25373/19]

18/06/2019WRW02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRW03000Hospital Waiting Lists

18/06/2019WRW03100449. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be expe-
dited with an orthopaedic surgeon in the Regional Midland Hospital, Tullamore, for a person 
(details supplied). [25374/19]

18/06/2019WRW03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
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uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

18/06/2019WRW03300Court Judgments

18/06/2019WRW03400450. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the plans the HSE has to ensure a 
ruling (details supplied) is implemented in full in compliance with legislation for all relevant 
staff groups; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25375/19]

18/06/2019WRW03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

18/06/2019WRW03600HSE Properties

18/06/2019WRW03700451. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the amount of land pur-
chased and leased by size and amount expended in the past five years to date; the location of 
same; the term of the lease and amount expended per year in cases in which land is leased; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25387/19]

18/06/2019WRW03800452. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of buildings 
and property purchased and leased and the amount expended in the past five years to date; the 
location of same; the term of the lease and the amount expended per year in cases in which 
properties are leased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25404/19]

18/06/2019WRW03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 451 and 
452 together.

As the Health Service Executive is responsible for the management of the public healthcare 
property estate, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to you in relation to this matter.

18/06/2019WRW04100Home Care Packages Provision

18/06/2019WRW04200453. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when an approved home sup-
port package will be in place for a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25422/19]

18/06/2019WRW04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

18/06/2019WRW04400Court Judgments

18/06/2019WRW04500454. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the length of time the attention 
of the HSE was drawn to a ruling (details supplied) and its legislative obligation to implement 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25424/19]
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18/06/2019WRW04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

Question No. 455 answered with Question No. 422.

18/06/2019WRW04800Medical Aids and Appliances Applications Data

18/06/2019WRW04900456. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the wait-
ing list for wheelchairs nationally; the number on a waiting list for the provision of wheelchairs 
in the HSE west; the number of those waiting less than 12 months, 12 months to two years and 
more than two years for a new wheelchair and an upgraded wheelchair; and the estimated cost 
involved to provide each person on the waiting list with new or upgraded wheelchairs as per the 
requests which were sent on their behalf to the HSE. [25426/19]

18/06/2019WRW05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRW05100Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

18/06/2019WRW05200457. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce fi-
nancial support or assistance for non-medical card holders who require a wig on a reasonably 
frequent basis as a result of alopecia; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25428/19]

18/06/2019WRW05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRW05400Home Care Packages Data

18/06/2019WRW05500458. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in counties 
Laois and Offaly approved for home help and home care hours; and the number of persons on 
the waiting list despite having already been approved for hours. [25435/19]

18/06/2019WRW05600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As these are a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

18/06/2019WRW05700Home Care Packages Data

18/06/2019WRW05800459. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in coun-
ties Longford and Westmeath approved for home help and home care hours; and the number of 
persons on the waiting list despite having already been approved for hours. [25436/19]

18/06/2019WRW05900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

18/06/2019WRX00200HSE Funding
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18/06/2019WRX00300460. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the amount of financial support 
provided to an organisation (details supplied) in each of the past five years; the non-financial 
supports provided to the organisation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25442/19]

18/06/2019WRX00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is an opera-
tional matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as 
soon as possible.

18/06/2019WRX00500HSE Funding

18/06/2019WRX00600461. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the amount of financial support 
provided to an organisation (details supplied) in each of the past five years; the non-financial 
supports provided to the organisation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25450/19]

18/06/2019WRX00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/06/2019WRX00800HSE Funding

18/06/2019WRX00900462. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the amount of financial support 
provided to a service (details supplied) in each of the past five years; the non-financial supports 
provided to the service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25451/19]

18/06/2019WRX01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy. 

18/06/2019WRX01100HSE Funding

18/06/2019WRX01200463. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the amount of financial support 
provided to a centre (details supplied) in each of the past five years; the non-financial supports 
provided to the centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25452/19]

18/06/2019WRX01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): This is a service related question and has 
been referred to the HSE for answer.

18/06/2019WRX01400HSE Funding

18/06/2019WRX01500464. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the amount of financial support 
provided to an association (details supplied) in each of the past five years; the non-financial 
supports provided to the association; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25453/19]

18/06/2019WRX01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/06/2019WRX01700HSE Funding
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18/06/2019WRX01800465. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the amount of financial support 
provided to a group (details supplied) in each of the past five years; the non-financial supports 
provided to the group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25454/19]

18/06/2019WRX01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Section 39 of the Health Act 2004 makes 
provision for the HSE to provide assistance to bodies that provide services similar, or ancillary 
to, services that the HSE may provide. These organisations provide a broad range of services 
and are governed by Service Level Agreements with the HSE.

The HSE also operates a National Lottery funded scheme under which it provides grants to 
health agencies and other organisations. As decisions on the provision of both Section 39 and 
National Lottery funding are a matter for the HSE, I have asked them to respond directly to the 
Deputy’s question.

18/06/2019WRX02000HSE Funding

18/06/2019WRX02100466. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the amount of financial support 
provided to an organisation (details supplied) in each of the past five years; the non-financial 
supports provided to the organisation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25455/19]

18/06/2019WRX02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/06/2019WRX02300HSE Funding

18/06/2019WRX02400467. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the amount of financial support 
provided to an organisation (details supplied) in each of the past five years; the non-financial 
supports provided to the organisation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25456/19]

18/06/2019WRX02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): There is no record of any funding being 
provided to The Galway Sick Kids Foundation in the past five years.

18/06/2019WRX02600Disabilities Assessments

18/06/2019WRX02700468. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Health when an assessment of 
need will be carried out on a child (details supplied); if his attention has been drawn to the fact 
that ongoing delays in the case are causing distress to the family involved; his views on the 
delays in assessment of need applications in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25459/19]

18/06/2019WRX02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
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referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRX02900Health Products Regulatory Authority

18/06/2019WRX03000469. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the person or company that is 
the marketing authorisation holder for sodium valproate marketed here as Epilim; if the Health 
Products Regulatory Authority is the body that granted the marketing authorisation here; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [25476/19]

18/06/2019WRX03100470. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if liability has been estab-
lished as to the person or body responsible for the failure to prevent pregnant women and their 
unborn children contracting foetal anti-convulsant syndrome as outlined in the report by the 
Joint Oireachtas Committee on Health on this matter; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25477/19]

18/06/2019WRX03200471. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if a compensation fund is be-
ing made available to those affected by foetal anti-convulsant syndrome; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25478/19]

18/06/2019WRX03300472. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if a reason has been estab-
lished as to the reason there was a delay in notifying Irish users of sodium valproate, known as 
Epilim, regarding risks associated with its use; the reason information on the risks to pregnant 
women was first included in UK in 2002 but the same information did not appear here until 
2008 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25479/19]

18/06/2019WRX03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 469 to 472, 
inclusive, together.

Sanofi is the current marketing authorisation holder for Epilim (sodium valproate) in Ire-
land. Sodium valproate was first authorised for use in Ireland in 1975 by the Health Products 
Regulatory Authority’s predecessor organisation, the National Drugs Advisory Board. 

Foetal Anticonvulsant Syndrome (FACS) is an umbrella term for a group of conditions that 
can affect some babies if they are exposed to certain anti-epileptic drugs (AEDs) in pregnancy. 
As the Deputy is aware, there is evidence that certain AEDs, including valproate medicines, 
are associated with an increased risk of birth defects, including congenital malformations and 
developmental delays. There are no plans at present to establish a compensation fund for people 
affected by FACS in Ireland.

The Deputy’s statements concerning the information and recommendations on sodium val-
proate use provided in Ireland since 2001 are factually inaccurate. Following the Joint Commit-
tee on Health debate on sodium valproate in April 2018, both the Health Products Regulatory 
Authority and Epilepsy Ireland wrote to the committee’s chairman to correct certain inaccurate 
statements made during the Joint Committee debate.

18/06/2019WRX03800Commencement of Legislation

18/06/2019WRX03900473. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the sections of the Public Health 
(Alcohol) Act 2018 which have not yet commenced; and the timeline to which he is working for 
the commencement of each [25480/19]

18/06/2019WRX04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): On 12 November last, I commenced 23 of 
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the 31 sections of the Public Health (Alcohol) Act 2018. The effect of that commencement 
includes: 

- From 12 November 2019

- Alcohol advertising in or on public service vehicles, at public transport stops or stations 
and within 200 metres of a school, a crèche or a local authority playground will be prohibited.

- Alcohol advertising in a cinema will be prohibited except around films with an 18 clas-
sification or in a licensed premises in a cinema.

- Children’s clothing that promotes alcohol will be prohibited

- From 12 November 2020

In mixed retail outlets alcohol products and advertising are confined to one of the following:

- an area separated by a 1.2 metre high barrier, or

- units in which alcohol products are not visible up to 1.5 metres height, or

- up to three units that can be a maximum of 1 metre wide by 2.2 metres high.

In addition alcohol products can be contained but not be visible in a unit behind the counter.

- From 12 November 2021:

- A prohibition on alcohol advertising on a sports area during a sporting event, at events 
aimed at children or at events in which the majority of participants or competitors are children.

- Alcohol sponsorship of events aimed at children, events which the majority of participants 
or competitors are children and events involving driving or racing motor vehicles is prohibited.

The provisions yet to be commenced are as follows:

- Sections 4 (Applicant to provide written notice to the Executive) and 19 (Broadcast water-
shed) require consultation with external stakeholders prior to commencement. That consulta-
tion is ongoing.

- Section 10 on Minimum Unit Pricing requires a revised Government Decision before it 
can be commenced as the Government Decision in 2013 which approved the implementation of 
a minimum unit pricing regime did so on the basis of a similar regime being introduced simul-
taneously in Northern Ireland.

- Sections 12 (Labelling of alcohol products and notices in licensed premises) and 13 (Con-
tent of advertisements) will be commenced following the finalisation of the regulations related 
to those measures. Those regulations are being developed and will be finalised after assessment 
at EU level. 

- Section 10 (Repeals) cannot be commenced until regulations under section 23 (Regula-
tions relating to sale and supply of alcohol products) are assessed at EU level and finalised. 

- Sections 18 (Advertisements in publications) and 21 (Review of operation of section 13 to 
20) can  be commenced only after all advertising sections of the Act have come into operation.

18/06/2019WRX04100Hospital Services
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18/06/2019WRX04200474. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health his plans for the dual diagnosis 
clinical care programme in the absence of a clinical lead; the amount of the budget that has been 
spent and remains, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25482/19]

18/06/2019WRX04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/06/2019WRX04400Cancer Screening Programmes

18/06/2019WRX04500475. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if women who are eligible for the re-
view of cervical cancer slides by a body (details supplied) are not being included in the review 
due to the fact their slides cannot be found; if so, the number of women this has happened to 
date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25488/19]

18/06/2019WRX04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Independent Expert Panel Review of 
Cervical Screening is being led by the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists 
(RCOG) and the HSE is providing logistical support to RCOG in completing its review. This 
has included an extensive consent process, which concluded in February 2019, and the complex 
transfer of over 1,700 slides to the review laboratory, which began on 31 January. The process 
of transferring slides closed on 7 June, to allow for completion of the Review by the end of 
August, as planned.

While over 96% of requested slides have been transferred, some difficulties were encoun-
tered by laboratories in either locating slides or in retrieving slides which had been sent out for 
external independent review at the request of individuals concerned/solicitors acting on their 
behalf. This means that just under 4% of slides had unfortunately not been transferred to the 
Review by the deadline of 7 June and cannot therefore be included. 

These slides fall into two categories;

- 10 women, who have a total of 29 slides, which have already been sent for external inde-
pendent review at the request of the individuals concerned, or solicitors acting on their behalf

- 30 women and the next of kin of 1 woman, who have a total of 36 slides that were not 
retrieved by laboratories by the 7th   June.

These women, or their next of kin, will now receive a partial report (if they have other slides 
included in the Review) or no report (if the unavailable slide was their only one in the Review).  

All of the concerned women and their families were contacted last week by the HSE, the 
HSE having received confirmation of the final position from the laboratories earlier that week. 

While the deadline for inclusion of slides in the RCOG review has now passed, laboratories 
will continue to search for slides not yet located and the HSE have been engaging closely with 
them in this regard.

18/06/2019WRX04700Departmental Budgets

18/06/2019WRX04800476. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health his views on whether his Depart-
ment and the HSE will spend more than the budgeted voted expenditure in 2019; his further 
views on whether his Department will require a Supplementary Estimate for 2019; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [25490/19]

18/06/2019WRX04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department is engaging in ongoing dia-
logue with both the HSE and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in relation to 
the financial performance of the Health Service Executive year to date, including consideration 
of the projected outturn for the year. 

These discussions are ongoing and until they are concluded it would not be appropriate for 
me to anticipate the outcome.  

18/06/2019WRX05000Home Care Packages Data

18/06/2019WRX05100477. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of home support 
hours provided in each local health office area for each month to date in 2019, in tabular form; 
and the way it compares against the target for each month [25503/19]

18/06/2019WRX05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/06/2019WRX05300Health Services Staff Remuneration

18/06/2019WRX05400478. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the cost in 2019 of the agree-
ment for healthcare support assistants to be paid for the time it takes them to travel to persons’ 
homes; the estimated full year cost of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25504/19]

18/06/2019WRX05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/06/2019WRX05600Hospital Waiting Lists Data

18/06/2019WRX05700479. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the details of all inpatient and 
outpatient wait times in the south east in each of the years 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019, 
by speciality in tabular form; the wait times in periods (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25505/19]

18/06/2019WRX05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting time for patients for hos-
pital operations and procedures is a key priority for Government. Last year saw considerable 
improvement in the number of patients waiting for procedures. As a result of increased activity 
and the ongoing collaboration between the HSE and the National Treatment Purchase Fund 
(NTPF), the number of patients waiting for an Inpatient or Day case procedure fell to 70,204 in 
December 2018, from a peak of 86,100 in July 2017. This represents a reduction of over 18% 
in the overall number of patients waiting for a procedure. The number of patients waiting more 
than 3 months fell by more than 17,700, or 31% in the same period .

The impact is particularly notable when one considers the improvements to the Waiting 
Lists for those particular specialties which were the focus of the Inpatient/Daycase Action Plan 
in 2018. These include the numbers waiting over 3 months for a Cataract procedure which fell 
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by 55% from July 2017 to the end of December 2018; the numbers waiting 3 months for a ton-
sillectomy fell by 65% in the same period; and angiograms fell by 50%.

Budget 2019 announced that the Government had further increased investment in tackling 
waiting lists, with funding to the NTPF increasing from €55 million in 2018 to €75 million in 
2019. The joint Department of Health, HSE, and NTPF Scheduled Care Access Plan 2019 was 
published on 11th March. Under the Plan, the HSE, in line with the National Service Plan, will 
deliver 1.155 million elective inpatient and day case discharges at a value of €1.4 billion in 
2019. The Scheduled Care Access Plan includes:

- detailed plans from the NTPF to fund 25,000 IPDC treatments; 5,000 Gastro Intestinal 
Scopes and 40,000 first outpatient appointments.

- Projections by year end to reduce the overall number of patients on the Inpatient/Day Case 
waiting list (excluding GI scopes) from just over 70,200 in Dec 2018 to under 60,000;

- Within this overall reduction the number of patients waiting longer than 3 months will 
reduce from 40,200 at the end of 2018 to 31,000;

- It is also projected that for ten identified high volume procedures, including tonsillecto-
mies, all clinically suitable patients waiting more than 6 months will be offered treatment in 
2019. These 10 procedures account for over a third of the active inpatient day case waiting list 
and represent 60% of NTPF planned activity in 2019.

A key element of the Scheduled Access Plan is the stabilisation of the Outpatient Waiting 
List. Under the Plan the HSE, in line with the National Service Plan, will aim to deliver 3.3 
million outpatient appointments, of which approximately 1 million will be first appointments. 

The plan also includes a target that the number of patients waiting for a first Outpatient ap-
pointment will fall from over 516,000 at the end of 2018 to under 509,000 by the end of 2019. 
This target takes into account the more than 800,000 new patients who will be added to the 
Outpatient waiting list in 2019; a figure that is based on trends for the previous two years. 

While the meeting of short-term targets is always welcome, more can be achieved and, in 
this regard, the HSE, Department of Health and NTPF, under the Access Plan, will work to-
gether with the objective of developing medium-long term improvement initiatives for patient 
access to hospital procedures. This will include moving care to more appropriate settings and 
providing care at the lowest level of complexity such as providing ophthalmology in the com-
munity; maximising the use of Advanced Nurse Practitioner led clinics; and physiotherapists to 
manage orthopaedic clinics.

The data requested by the Deputy is outlined in the documents attached.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-06-18_pq479_en.xlsx”>OPD Waterford</a>]

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-06-18_pq479-18-6-2019_en.xlsx”>IPDC Waterford</a>]

18/06/2019WRX05900Traveller Community

18/06/2019WRX06000480. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 437 of 29 January 2019, when the national Traveller health action plan will be pub-
lished in view of the fact a commitment was given to publish same by the end of March 2019; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25506/19]

18/06/2019WRX06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): The National 
Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy (NTRIS) contains a set of specific actions aimed at im-
proving the situation for Traveller and Roma communities in Ireland. 

Recommendation 73 of the NTRIS states that:

The Health Service Executive will develop and implement a detailed action plan, based on 
the findings of the All Ireland Traveller Health Study, to continue to address the specific health 
needs of Travellers, using a social determinants approach.

The HSE circulated a draft of the health action plan to stakeholders in March. I am advised 
that the HSE is currently considering the feedback received with a view to producing a final 
draft of the action plan as soon as possible. 

I look forward to receiving the HSE action plan.

18/06/2019WRY00200Home Care Packages Data

18/06/2019WRY00300481. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the way in which the €19.4 
million indicated in the Health Service Executive, HSE, national service plan for full year cost 
in 2019 of 2018 home support levels including the 2017 to 2018 winter plan is to be spent; and 
the way in which it has been spent to date in tabular form. [25507/19]

18/06/2019WRY00400482. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the amount spent on home sup-
port to date; the hours delivered; and the number of persons to which hours have been delivered 
in tabular form. [25508/19]

18/06/2019WRY00500483. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of older persons 
waiting for home support packages; and the waiting list for home care packages by community 
health organisation, CHO, and local health office, LHO, in tabular form. [25509/19]

18/06/2019WRY00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 481 to 483, inclusive, together.

As these are a service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly 
to the Deputy as soon as possible. 

18/06/2019WRY00900Medicinal Products Availability

18/06/2019WRY01000484. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if the contraception working 
group within his Department will meet with organisations (details supplied) in the course of its 
work. [25510/19]

18/06/2019WRY01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Working Group on Access to Contra-
ception intends to seek written submissions from stakeholders and other interested parties and 
is currently developing a consultation questionnaire.   The Chair of the Group will ensure that 
the organisations identified by the Deputy are invited to participate in the  consultation exercise.    

18/06/2019WRY01200Health Services Staff Data
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18/06/2019WRY01300485. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 401 of 21 May 2019, the number of staff working in the health service in each of the 
years 2008 to 2018, by CHO in tabular form. [25511/19]

18/06/2019WRY01400486. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 401 of 21 May 2019, the number of staff working in the health service in each of the 
years 2008 to 2018 by LHO in tabular form. [25512/19]

18/06/2019WRY01500487. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 401 of 21 May 2019, the number of staff working in the health service in each of the 
years 2008 to 2018, by hospital in tabular form. [25513/19]

18/06/2019WRY01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 485 to 487, 
inclusive, together.

I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

18/06/2019WRY01900Cross-Border Health Services Provision

18/06/2019WRY02000488. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be reimbursed for treatment through the cross-border scheme. [25531/19]

18/06/2019WRY02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly. 

18/06/2019WRY02200Drugs Dealing

18/06/2019WRY02300489. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health his plans to reintroduce the dial-
to-stop drug dealing initiative in view of an increase in drug dealing, intimidation and violence; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25545/19]

18/06/2019WRY02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): Effective law 
enforcement and supply reduction strategies and actions to prevent, disrupt or otherwise reduce 
the availability of illicit drugs is an objective of the national drugs strategy, Reducing Harm, 
Supporting Recovery - a health led response to drug and alcohol use in Ireland 2017-2025.   

 The use of violence or the threat of violence to enforce debts related to drug use creates an 
atmosphere of fear and undermines the health and well-being of families affected and the wider 
community. 

The National Drug-Related Intimidation Reporting Programme which was developed by 
the National Family Support Network and An Garda Síochána, provides a framework to al-
low reporting of an incident of intimidation to a nominated inspector. An Garda Síochána and 
the national family support network have concluded separate evaluations of the drug related 
intimidation reporting programme and jointly agreed a number of actions to strengthen its ef-
fectiveness.

The Dial to Stop Drug Dealing Campaign has been in operation since September 2008.   The 
objective of the campaign is to provide people with a safe and confidential means to pass on 
information on drug dealing.   

Following a review, it was decided to put in place a more cost effective approach to pro-
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moting the campaign and this initiative has been undertaken in partnership with Crimestoppers 
since 2012. 

The Department of Health has made regular contributions, over the past number of years,  to 
Crimestoppers  towards the cost of funding such media campaigns.  

I believe that drug-related intimidation is an issue which  requires special attention. It pres-
ents a real threat to public safety. It is my priority to protect families and communities from 
intimidation because of drug use.

18/06/2019WRY02500Drugs Crime

18/06/2019WRY02600490. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the details of the proposed na-
tional awareness campaign on drug-related violence and intimidation to be carried out in 2019; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25546/19]

18/06/2019WRY02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): The national 
drugs strategy, Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery, contains a strategic action to strengthen 
the effectiveness of the drug-related intimidation reporting programme.

The National Drug-Related Intimidation Reporting Programme which was developed by 
the National Family Support Network and An Garda Síochána, provides a framework to allow 
reporting of an incident of intimidation to a nominated inspector. 

An Garda Síochána and the National Family Support Network have concluded separate 
evaluations of the drug-related intimidation reporting programme and jointly agreed a num-
ber of actions to strengthen the programme, including external promotion of the programme 
through the media, external contacts and various forums.

On 6th March 2019, I announced additional funding of €1 million for the implementation 
of the National Drugs Strategy; “Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery”. This funding, which 
will be provided on a recurring, multi-annual basis, will address strategic actions in the Strategy. 

Following a consultation process, I approved a three-strand funding model for this addition-
al funding. Strand 3 provides for funding of a national awareness campaign on the drug-related 
violence and intimidation reporting programme. The funding will be up to €140,000 over three 
years. 

A workshop will be arranged for stakeholders on the application process for a national 
awareness campaign on drug related violence and intimidation under strand 3 funding.   

I feel strongly that families and communities affected by drug use need to have appropriate, 
accessible and timely services available to help them cope with the problems they are facing. It 
is important that we get the message out there that help is available and that families and com-
munities know where to go for help.

18/06/2019WRY02800Hospital Consultant Contracts

18/06/2019WRY02900491. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health if the HSE will facilitate all 
hospital consultants who were on the 1997 consultants contract that commenced before 2008 
to switch to the 2008 contract arising from the High Court decision on 15 June 2018 prior to 
which the HSE was not honouring the contract until decided upon by the court; if the contracts 
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will be made available to all those on such contracts and not only those that had taken a case 
against the HSE; if these consultants can be put on the SA A2 point on the pay scale in order to 
ensure there is no discrimination against senior consultants that were earlier entrants with more 
experience; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25553/19]

18/06/2019WRY03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you di-
rectly in relation to this matter.

Section 57 of the Health Act, 2004,  transferred a number of statutory functions, including 
the regulation of the number and type of appointments of consultant medical staff, previously 
performed by Comhairle na nOispidéal to the HSE. 

Consultant Contract 2008 provides for the HSE determining changes in Contract Type for 
all consultants. Section 22 of the Contract, together with Appendix IX, sets out the arrange-
ments that apply and the role of the Consultant Applications Advisory Committee. National 
Doctors, Training and Planning, HSE, administers the arrangements. 

18/06/2019WRY03100Hospital Consultant Remuneration

18/06/2019WRY03200492. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health if his Department and HSE sal-
ary scale rates for hospital consultants for each of the three types of contracts will be provided; 
the number of points on each of the scales; the number of different payment rates for hospital 
consultants in the system; the actual amounts at each point on the different scales; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25554/19]

18/06/2019WRY03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter. The consolidated salary scales can also be found on the Department of 
Health website for which the link is attached.

https://health.gov.ie/blog/publications/1st-april-2019-consolidated-pay-scales-and-de-
partment-of-health-circular-6-2019/

18/06/2019WRY03400Disability Support Services Provision

18/06/2019WRY03500493. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the steps he has taken 
and plans to take following his recent meeting with family members of a group (details sup-
plied); when persons can expect to access the residential care service they need; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25555/19]

18/06/2019WRY03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRY03700National Children’s Hospital Expenditure
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18/06/2019WRY03800494. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the extent to which delays are im-
pacting the construction of the national children’s hospital; the potential extra cost to the project 
of the delays; his views on whether the project will be delivered on time in 2022; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25561/19]

18/06/2019WRY03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The new Children’s Hospital is a large scale 
and complex construction project and construction is due to be completed by Quarter 3 2022.  
As stated by the Chair of the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board at the Joint 
Oireachtas Committee on Health, last week,  some elements of the project are behind schedule 
and some are ahead of schedule. Over the next three years of construction there would be op-
portunities to mitigate these types of delays.  As the Chair also pointed out there are certain 
issues which may give rise to additional costs such as construction inflation, any changes in the 
scope of project or statutory changes. There is a robust process in place for the assessment of 
additional claims by the contractor. All claims are independently assessed and were there is a 
dispute on the validity of a claim the contract sets out a dispute management process to resolve 
the matter.

18/06/2019WRY04000Health Services Expenditure

18/06/2019WRY04100495. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health if an analysis has been carried out 
to assess the cost differential between a patient staying in an acute bed versus receiving home 
help hours; the average cost of keeping a person in an acute bed for a week; the cost per week 
of using home help hours; if the cost is less, the reason he is not increasing spending on home 
help while reducing spending on the acute side; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25562/19]

18/06/2019WRY04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

18/06/2019WRY04300Hospital Appointments Status

18/06/2019WRY04400496. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if an admission date for surgery 
will be expedited for a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [25563/19]

18/06/2019WRY04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting time for patients for hos-
pital operations and procedures is a key priority for Government. Budget 2019 announced that 
the Government has further increased investment in tackling waiting lists, with funding to the 
National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) increasing from €55 million in 2018 to €75 million 
in 2019. 

The joint Department of Health/HSE/NTPF Scheduled Care Access Plan 2019 was pub-
lished in March and sets out measures to improve care for patients waiting for scheduled care in 
2019 by reducing waiting times for inpatient/day case treatment and outpatient appointments. 
The plan will place a strong focus on a number of high-volume procedures. When combined 
with HSE activity, it is projected that the NTPF will be in a position to offer treatment to all clin-
ically suitable patients waiting more than 6 months for one of these high-volume procedures.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
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a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

18/06/2019WRY04600National Children’s Hospital

18/06/2019WRY04700497. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if the design brief for the na-
tional children’s hospital will be published. [25606/19]

18/06/2019WRY04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Paediatric Hospital Develop-
ment Board (NPHDB) has statutory responsibility for planning, designing, building and equip-
ping the new children’s hospital.  I have referred your question to the NPHDB for direct reply.

18/06/2019WRY04900Health Reports

18/06/2019WRY05000498. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health when a report (details supplied) 
on the separation of public and private healthcare in public hospitals was received; and if the 
report will be published. [25607/19]

18/06/2019WRY05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Report of the Independent Review 
Group established to examine private activity in public hospitals has been received and is being 
examined in my Department. It is a comprehensive examination of private activity in public 
hospitals and contains a small number of recommendations. When the recommendations have 
been examined and considered in my Department and by other relevant Government Depart-
ments, it is intended to bring proposals to Government and to publish the Report thereafter.

18/06/2019WRY05200Health Services Provision

18/06/2019WRY05300499. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the reason there has been no 
national roll-out of an eye care scheme for children aged more than eight years, in which chil-
dren are discharged to community optometry in view of the success of same in the Tipperary 
north and Limerick mid-west region; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25608/19]

18/06/2019WRY05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRY05500Health Services Provision

18/06/2019WRY05600500. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the reason the Sligo cataracts 
scheme has not been rolled out nationally in view of its clinical success, cost effectiveness and 
the fact that the National Health Service in Northern Ireland has replicated this model; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [25609/19]

18/06/2019WRY05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRY05800Hospital Appointments Status

18/06/2019WRY05900501. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal can expect a date for a tonsillectomy from Letterkenny University 
Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25613/19]

18/06/2019WRY06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

18/06/2019WRZ00200Medical Card Eligibility

18/06/2019WRZ00300502. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
in County Donegal will be considered for a discretionary medical card; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [25614/19]

18/06/2019WRZ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Directive for direct reply to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRZ00500Cross-Border Health Initiatives

18/06/2019WRZ00600503. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he or his officials have met 
with their counterparts recently to discuss shared health services in the North-South area; if 
there is room for expansion of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25617/19]

18/06/2019WRZ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): When the Deputy refers to counterparts  I as-
sume he is referring to counterparts in Northern Ireland.  There is currently no Health Minister 
in Northern Ireland as the Executive is not in place.   However, health co-operation between 
North and South is very important and there is co-operation on a range of matters between the 
two jurisdictions.  As a result of this co-operation there is ongoing communication between 
officials in my Department and their counterparts in Northern Ireland and indeed between the 
relevant agencies.   



18 June 2019

219

Co-operation makes sense. The challenges facing health and social care providers, planners, 
and policy makers on both parts of the island of Ireland are similar. There is no doubt that pa-
tient benefits will accrue from pooling expertise, resources and exchanging good practice. I am 
committed to strengthening and growing North South health cooperation where it is mutually 
beneficial.

18/06/2019WRZ00800Forestry Sector

18/06/2019WRZ00900504. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the technical standards for the design of forest entrances from public roads will be reviewed; if 
clear guidelines will be developed for the granting of planning permission for design and con-
struction of forest entrances from public roads especially in the vicinity of dwelling houses; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [24988/19]

18/06/2019WRZ01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The creation 
of forest entrances to and from public roads currently requires planning permission from the 
relevant local authority under the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended.  It is now 
proposed to introduce  a Single Consent System, whereby my Department would issue a  single 
licence for such entrances to public roads, with the exception of national roads which would 
still require planning permission.   This new consent system will be introduced once the De-
partment of Housing, Planning and Local Government  commence the relevant section of the 
Planning and Development Act.  At the same time, my Department will, by way of Statutory 
Instrument, assume responsibility for the consent system.

Under this system, a series of measures aimed at minimising the impact of forestry activity 
on the public road network while also supporting the economic benefits that the forestry sector 
offers at local level will be introduced.  These measures include:   

- Adherence to the Technical Standard agreed by my Department and the Department of 
Transport, Tourism and Sport  for the design of forest entrances from public roads (http://www.
dttas.ie/roads/publications/english/technical-standard-design-forest-entrances-public-roads). 
This Technical Standard will be subject to regular review to ensure it remains up to date; 

- Consultation with local authorities and other relevant prescribed bodies in relation to forest 
road licence applications;

- Promotion of DAFM’s grant scheme  to encourage the use of central tyre inflation tech-
nologies on timber transport vehicles.   

Once the new consent system is in place, clear guidance on the  application process will be 
published on the Department’s website and will notified by means of a circular to stakeholders.

18/06/2019WRZ01100Harbours and Piers Funding

18/06/2019WRZ01200505. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an application for funding (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25066/19]

18/06/2019WRZ01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment owns, operates and maintains six designated State-owned Fishery Harbour Centres, locat-
ed at Castletownbere, Dingle, Dunmore East, Howth, Killybegs and Ros An Mhíl under statute. 
In addition, my Department also has responsibility for the upkeep and maintenance of North 
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Harbour at Cape Clear, as well as the maintenance of a small number of specific piers, lights and 
beacons throughout Ireland, in accordance with the 1902 ex-congested Districts Board piers, 
lights and Beacons Act. 

The responsibility for the development, and maintenance of Local Authority owned piers, 
harbours and slipways rests with each Local Authority in the first instance and their parent De-
partment, the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government thereafter. 

However, as part of its annual Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Development 
Programme, my Department has provided limited funding to assist coastal Local Authorities in 
carrying out small scale projects for the development and repair of piers, harbours and slipways 
in their ownership. Between 2011 - 2018, €1.6 million in funding has been granted under the 
programme to Kerry County Council. The pier at Ballinskelligs received funding of €337,380 
under this programme between 2016 and 2018. 

Kerry County Council has secured €127,500 of funding for two projects under this year’s 
programme, namely Tarbert Pier and Dromatoor Pier.  

A key element in the determination of the projects to be funded is the priority placed on 
them by the Council, and while applications were received for Glen Pier, Ballinskelligs and 
Fenit, the two projects at Tarbert and Dromatoor received a higher prioritisation by the Council.

These two projects remain on a reserve list of eligible projects which would only progress 
should additional funding become available during the year.

Should any application be submitted by Kerry County Council in relation to Glen Pier, Bal-
linskelligs under any future programme, it will be given due consideration, taking into account 
the terms and conditions of the scheme, the priority attached by the Council and available funds.

18/06/2019WRZ01400Fur Farming

18/06/2019WRZ01500506. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
value of mink skins (details supplied) exported in each of the years 2014 to 2018. [25203/19]

18/06/2019WRZ01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Central 
Statistics Office (CSO) collect statistics on exports of goods and services from Ireland. Products 
and Raw goods are categorised using combined nomenclature codes, a European harmonised 
system used to classify goods for customs and trade purposes. 

The following table details the total value and weight of mink skins exported in each of the 
years 2014 to 2018, as reported by the CSO, based on these combined nomenclature codes.

#  Exports  Exports 
 € 000  Tonnes

 2014  3,118  20
 2015  4,681  118
 2016  1,672  15
 2017  3,176  15
 2018  1,628  13

18/06/2019WRZ01700TAMS Appeals
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18/06/2019WRZ01800507. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the sta-
tus of a TAMS II TCIS review for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24871/19]

18/06/2019WRZ01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The applicant 
in this case has requested a review of the decision in relation to a payment claim submitted in 
respect of the TAMS II Tillage Capital Investment Scheme. 

The case will be reviewed in accordance with the usual internal review process. The ap-
plicant will be advised directly, once the review process is completed and, if unsuccessful, will 
have the option of appealing the decision to the Agriculture Appeals Office.

18/06/2019WRZ02000GLAS Payments

18/06/2019WRZ02100508. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to Parliamentary Question No. 1194 of 8 May 2019, when payment will issue to a 
person (details supplied) in County Donegal under the GLAS 2 scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24945/19]

18/06/2019WRZ02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The applicant 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016 and 
has received all payments in respect of scheme years 2016 and 2017. 

My officials are working to resolve an issue relating to a cross-compliance penalty which 
has delayed the processing of the 2018 payments. Once this application clears the pre-payment 
validations, the 2018 GLAS payments will be processed. GLAS payments are continuing to 
issue on a weekly basis.

18/06/2019WRZ02300Animal Identification Schemes

18/06/2019WRZ02400509. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to allow farmers to use up and phase out their remaining stocks of mart tags and non-EID 
factory tags rather than throwing them out in view of the waste involved; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24972/19]

18/06/2019WRZ02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The exten-
sion of electronic identification to all sheep was first announced in May 2018. In an effort to 
facilitate keepers in using up stocks of conventional tags, the implementation date for the new 
rules was extended to 1 June 2019, thereby allowing the use of single conventional tags for the 
movement of lambs under 12 months up to 31 May. Tag suppliers approved under the National 
Sheep Identification System (NSIS) have generally only been permitted to sell electronic tags 
since 1 October 2018.

Officials at my Department have written to keepers on a number of occasions since Sep-
tember last year, advising them of the new rules and encouraging them to use existing stocks 
of conventional tags by 31 May.  However should any farmers still have unused stocks of con-
ventional yellow marts tags they can purchase matching single EID tags from their chosen tag 
supplier to create full EID tag sets. 

The new sheep identification rules that came into operation on 1 June 2019 require that all 
sheep moved from any holding from that date must be identified electronically. S.I. 309 of 2011, 
which transposes Council Regulation (EU) 21/20014 regarding the identification of sheep into 
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national law, has been amended by S.I. 243 of 2019, giving legal effect to this change. Accord-
ingly, there are no circumstances under which farmers can move sheep that are identified only 
with a single conventional (non-electronic) tag.

18/06/2019WRZ02600Basic Payment Scheme Data

18/06/2019WRZ02700510. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers in each county in receipt of the basic farm payment; the number who receive 
less and more than that amount respectively, the national average payment per hectare in their 
basic farm payments in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24994/19]

18/06/2019WRZ02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion requested is currently being collated and will be forwarded directly to the Deputy once it 
is available.

18/06/2019WRZ02900Teagasc Administration

18/06/2019WRZ03000511. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of times each Teagasc regional advisory council has met in each year from 2012 to 
2018, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24996/19]

18/06/2019WRZ03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is an operational matter for Teagasc.   

Accordingly, my Department has passed the question to Teagasc who have been requested 
to respond directly to the Deputy within 10 days.

18/06/2019WRZ03200Organic Farming Scheme

18/06/2019WRZ03300512. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if notice 
was given to farmers prior to the 19 November 2018 launch of the organic farming scheme; if 
so, the date of the notice; if there will be an opportunity to apply for the scheme in 2019; his 
plans to expand the scheme in view of its positive impact on the environment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25012/19]

18/06/2019WRZ03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Following the 
recommendation of the Organic Strategy Group, my colleague Minister Doyle announced the 
re-opening of the Organic Farming Scheme on a targeted basis on the 19 November 2018.  The 
Scheme remained opened for applications up to the 19 December and a total of 225 applications 
were received. The re-opening of the scheme was widely publicised at the time and all groups 
and their representatives on the Organic Strategy Group also publicised it to their members. 

The Organic Farming Scheme, under the current RDP, has more than achieved its targets 
in terms of new land converted and the maintenance of organic land.  The current budget al-
location for the Organic Farming Scheme is now fully committed based on the current level of 
farmers in the scheme and I have no plans to re-open the scheme beyond last year’s re-opening.  

The Organic Strategy Group, in their deliberations considered the question of the Organic 
Farming Scheme post-2020.  The inclusion of an Organic Farming Scheme in a new Rural 
Development Programme was considered essential to stimulate and support increased organic 
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food productions.  As there will be more scope for adjustments to the scheme under a new Rural 
Development Programme, consideration was given by the Group to how it might operate more 
effectively in stimulating organic production in areas where market opportunities are greater.  

CAP negotiations, currently in progress, will ultimately guide and shape the Organic Farm-
ing Scheme under the new RDP.

18/06/2019WRZ03500Organic Farming Scheme

18/06/2019WRZ03600513. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the as-
sessment he carried out in 2018 prior to his announcement to immediately reopen the organic 
farming scheme; if he will provide a report on the work of the organic sector strategy group; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25013/19]

18/06/2019WRZ03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The new Or-
ganic Farming Scheme under the current Rural Development Programme has proved extremely 
successful, attracting more new applicants than any scheme previously, and encouraging a sig-
nificant number of Irish farmers to convert to organic farming systems.  

The Organic Sector Strategy Group, which Minister Doyle established in March 2018, was 
tasked with developing a strategy for the development of the Organic Sector for the period 
up to 2025 and with assessing the justification for a targeted reopening of the Organic Farm-
ing Scheme, looking to best economic and environmental outcomes, in accordance with the 
Group’s terms of reference.

A public consultation process provided an opportunity for all interested parties to contribute 
to the development of the new strategic plan. This public consultation process combined with 
an Organic Processing Survey ensured that stakeholders had their views considered in building 
on the progress made and providing clear direction for further development of the Organic Sec-
tor for the next seven years. 

According to 2017 Bord Bia research, categories with the greatest growth potential in the 
domestic market are fruit and vegetables, and dairy.  Notwithstanding the fact that a large pro-
portion of the total organic tillage crop is dedicated to oats, there is insufficient supply to meet 
demand. Furthermore, the insufficient supply of organic cereals and proteins is inhibiting the 
growth of the organic dairy, meat, and aquaculture sectors. This deficit in supply also neces-
sitates importation which increases costs of production and therefore impacts competitiveness. 
The overriding challenge is to ensure that the development of production of organic food prod-
ucts is in line with market requirements and consumer demand. This will be the key to long term 
sustainable growth of the Irish Organic Food Sector. 

Based on this assessment, the Group considered that there was sufficient market demand to 
justify the reopening of the Organic Farming Scheme on a targeted basis focussing on areas that 
are in deficit and where market demand is growing.  In addition, the reopening of the Scheme 
was perceived as one of the most important steps in the future direction and development of the 
Sector. The Group unanimously agreed that the areas to be targeted should be organic horticul-
ture, cereals and dairy.

The Organic Farming Scheme was re-opened on 19 November, 2018 on a targeted basis.   
The closing date for submission of completed on-line applications was 19 December 2018.

The report of the Organic Sector Strategy Group 2019 - 2025 was published in January 
2019.  A copy of the report is available on my department’s website with updates regarding 
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progress made on a quarterly basis from  the Organic Strategy Implementation Group.

18/06/2019WRZ03800GLAS Payments

18/06/2019WRZ03900514. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason a person (details supplied) has not received a 2018 GLAS payment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25069/19]

18/06/2019WRZ04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received payment in respect of scheme years 2015, 2016 and the 2017 advance.

The 2017 balance payment has been delayed as the Commonage Management Plan has not 
yet been submitted as required under the scheme. An appeal to the Commonage Implementation 
Committee has been submitted in respect of one of the commonages on the application. The 
position is that the Committee has written to the Commonage Advisor in question and a reply 
is awaited.

18/06/2019WRZ04100Aquaculture Licence Applications

18/06/2019WRZ04200515. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of oyster licences for persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25082/19]

18/06/2019WRZ04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the Deputy 
is aware, my Department considers all applications for aquaculture licences in accordance with 
the provisions of the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act, the 1933 Foreshore Act and applicable 
EU legislation. The licensing process involves consultation with a wide range of scientific and 
technical advisers as well as various Statutory Consultees. The legislation also provides for a 
period of public consultation.

In addition, the legislation governing aquaculture licensing provides for an appeals mech-
anism. Appeals against licence decisions are a matter for the Aquaculture Licences Appeals 
Board (ALAB) which is an independent statutory body. Full details of the appeals process can 
be obtained at: http://www.alab.ie/appealsprocess/. 

The persons referred to by the Deputy submitted a number of licence applications with other 
parties for the cultivation of Pacific Oysters on sites in Castlemaine Harbour.  Negative deter-
minations were made in respect of these licence applications in Autumn 2018. The reasons for 
these determinations are set out on my Department’s website at: https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/
seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/aquaculturelicencedecisions/
kerry/. .

I understand that the applicants and other parties involved have made a number of appeals to 
the licensing determinations in question to ALAB.   As the Board is currently considering these 
appeals as part of a statutory process, it would not be appropriate for me to comment further on 
the matter pending the conclusion of that process. 

18/06/2019WRZ04400Common Fisheries Policy
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18/06/2019WRZ04500516. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the EU fixed total allowable catches for all fish species in tonnage in Irish waters, that is, 
the exclusive economic zone of Ireland for 2018 and 2019; and the total allowable catches for 
Irish vessels in tonnage in the same waters for each year [25085/19]

18/06/2019WRZ04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
CFP, total allowable catches (TAC) for stocks to which the Irish fleet have access to are decided 
annually based on the scientific advice of the International Council for the Exploration of the 
Seas (ICES). The scientific advice and, in turn, the TACs for the year are based on ICES area 
divisions and subdivisions, not any particular EEZ. The majority of Irish fishing takes place in 
ICES areas 6 and 7.

I have attached a table for the Deputy’s information with the Total Allowable Catches 
(TACs) and the Irish quota for 2018 and 2019 for TACs caught partially in the Irish EEZ. These 
areas are not exclusive to the Irish EEZ as they cover a number of different ICES areas and sub 
areas. The figures do not include the valuable inshore fisheries which are not managed by way 
of a TAC system.

SPECIES AREA TAC 2018 (tonnes) Irish Quota 2018 
(tonnes)

TAC 2019 (tonnes) Irish Quota 2019 
(tonnes)

Greater silver smelt 5, 6 and 7 4,661 329 4,661 329

Boarfish (all waters) 20,380 14,084 21,830 15,086

Herring 5b and 6b; 6aN (1) 4,170 630 4,170 630

Herring 7bc ; 6aS (1) 1,630 1,482 1,630 1,482

Herring 7a (1) 7,016 1,826 6,896 1,795

Herring 7g, 7h, 7j and 7k (1) 10,127 8,751 4,742 4,097

Cod 6b 5b 12 and 14 74 16 74 16

Cod 6a 5b 0 0 1,735 385

Cod 7a 695 459 807 530

Cod 7b-c,e-k, 8, 9 & 10; & 
34.1.1 

3,076 757 1,610 650

Megrims 6;  5b; 12 and 14 5,432 704 5,782 749

Megrims 7 12,310 2,038 18,132 3,001

Monkfish 6;  5b; 12 and 14 9,180 918 11,453 1,145

Monkfish 7 33,516 2,540 32,999 2,501

Haddock 6b; 12 and 14 5,163 429 10,469 824

Haddock 5b and 6a 4,654 762 3,226 528

Haddock 7b-k, 8, 9 and 10;  34.1.1 6,910 1,536 8,329 1,851

Haddock 7a 3,207 1,388 3,739 1,619

Whiting 6;  5b;  12 and 14 213 64 1,112 324

Whiting 7a 80 46 727 419

Whiting 7b - 7k 22,213 6,176 19,184 5,334

Hake 6 and 7; 5b; 12 and 14 62,536 3,449 79,762 4,400

Blue whiting 1 - 7, 8a,b,d,e, 12 & 14 401,363 47,451 319,727 37,800

Blue Ling 5b, 6, 7 10,463 30 11,378 33

Ling 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 14 12,696 935 12,196 898

Norway lobster 6; 5b 12,129 164 15,092 204

Norway lobster 7 29,091 10,729 19,784 7,296

Plaice 6, 5b ; 12 and 14 658 261 658 261

Plaice 7a 1,793 1,255 3,075 1,499

Plaice 7b and 7c 74 63 74 63

Plaice 7f and 7g 511 204 1,662 243

Plaice 7h, 7j and 7k 128 56 109 47

Pollack 6; 5b; 12 and 14 397 56 397 56

Pollack 7 12,163 929 12,163 929
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SPECIES AREA TAC 2018 (tonnes) Irish Quota 2018 
(tonnes)

TAC 2019 (tonnes) Irish Quota 2019 
(tonnes)

Saithe 6; 5b; 12 and 14 9,575 428 11,753 454

Saithe 7, 8, 9 and 10;  34.1.1 3,176 1,491 3,176 1,491

Skates/Rays 6a, 6b, 7a-c 7e-k 9,699 1,266 10,184 1,329

Mackerel 6, 7, 8a,b, d and e;  5b; 2a; 
12 and 14

326,014 69,141 260,813 55,313

Common sole 6; 5b ; 12 and 14 57 46 57 46

Common sole 7a 40 17 414 74

Common sole 7b and 7c 42 36 42 36

Common sole 7f and 7g 920 29 841 26

Common sole 7h, 7j, and 7k 382 171 382 171

Horse mackerel 4b, 4c, 7d 12,629 376 12,629 376

Horse mackerel 2a, 4a, 6, 7a-c, 7e-k, 
8a,b,d,e ,5b, 12, 14

99,470 25,625 117,518 30,306

Albacore Atlantic Ocean N of 5N 26,094 2,845 25,862 2,854

18/06/2019WRZ04700Fish Exports

18/06/2019WRZ04800517. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the amount and value of fish exports that are in commodity form in tonnage and as a per-
centage of total exports from the latest data. [25086/19]

18/06/2019WRZ04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The following 
table shows the total export figures from 2016 to the 1st Quarter 2019.  These figures include 
live, fresh and frozen seafood products.

Year Tonnes Value   (€)
2016 201,254 555,039,271
2017 239,856 617,388,067
2018 222,214 577,382,092
2019 – Q1 77,327 173,365,214

Data Source: CSO

While the CSO is responsible for collecting and reporting statistics on such matters, Bord 
Bia monitors and reports on the performance of all Irish food exports, including seafood.  The 
Deputy may be interested to read further detail on the performance and projections of such ex-
ports in the annual reports, published online. 

https://www.bordbia.ie/industry/insights/export-performance-and-prospects/

18/06/2019WRZ05000Aquaculture Data

18/06/2019WRZ05100518. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the amount of aquaculture production carried out in each of the years 2005 to 2018, by 
value and tonnage in tabular form. [25087/19]

18/06/2019WRZ05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table.

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Volume (t) 62,838 57,422 52,504 45,006 47,407 46,959 44,785
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2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Value (€’000) 110,229 124,660 117,711 93,893 106,568 122,771 128,450

[Table cont]

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Volume (t) 36,441 34,629 31,589 40,198 44,012 45,738 37,118
Value (€’000) 131,119 117,415 116,110 148,664 167,718 199,928 179,629

18/06/2019WRZ05300GLAS Issues

18/06/2019WRZ05400519. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason the dissolution of a farming partnership into a limited company has caused the dissolving 
of a GLAS contract (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25095/19]

18/06/2019WRZ05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The above-
mentioned partnership was approved into GLAS 1 on 31 October 2015. The partnership sub-
sequently requested to dissolve their partnership and transfer their GLAS contract to a limited 
company.  Having regard to the governing regulations and the terms and conditions of the 
scheme, the Department decided that the GLAS contract could not be transferred in this case 
and this decision was communicated to the above mentioned partnership on 26 May 2019. 

A request for a review of the decision of the Department was received on 6 June 2019 and 
the case is currently under review, in accordance with the usual internal review process. The 
applicant will be advised directly, once the process is complete and, if unsuccessful, will have 
the option of appealing the decision to the Agriculture Appeals Office.

18/06/2019WRZ05600Brexit Preparations

18/06/2019WRZ05700520. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when the submission made by his Department to the European Commission for emergency 
Brexit funding for the beef sector will be published; if a copy of same will be provided; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [25104/19]

18/06/2019WRZ05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I have been 
having ongoing discussions with Commissioner Hogan and other senior EU officials regarding 
the potential impact of a disorderly Brexit for some time now following up on the considerable 
work of my Department on this issue. I have stressed the need for the Commission to be ready 
to deploy a range of measures to mitigate the potential impacts on the agrifood and fisheries 
sector. Avoiding a no-deal Brexit continues to be the Government’s overriding policy priority.

I am also keenly aware that the past few months have been very difficult for beef farmers in 
particular, following a difficult year for farm incomes in 2018 due to weather conditions. There 
has been a prolonged and exceptional period of depressed prices since last autumn, with the 
ongoing uncertainty surrounding the outcome of Brexit, among other factors, contributing to 
this market disturbance.

The recent announcement by Commissioner Hogan of EU exceptional aid for the Irish beef 
sector is very welcome in this context.  I have been making the case for some time for an ex-
ceptional aid package from the EU Commission for Irish beef farmers, at EU Council of Agri-
culture Minister meetings, and in direct consultation with the Commission. The announcement 
by the Commissioner is another example of the importance of EU solidarity when it comes to 



Questions - Written Answers

228

facing significant economic challenges.

This exceptional aid provision will be given effect through a Commission Implementing 
Regulation. While Member States will be invited to give an opinion on the draft Regulation 
through the Commission’s Common Market Organisation Management Committee, the draft 
Regulation is within the Commission’s own legal competence, and is not for negotiation with 
Ireland or indeed other Member States, in terms of its content.

Further details on the aid package will be announced in due course following the appropri-
ate stakeholder consultation.

18/06/2019WRZ05900Tuberculosis Eradication Programme

18/06/2019WRZ06000521. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason he has not invited representatives from the beef plan group to attend meetings of 
the TB forum; when the next meeting of the forum will take place; if beef plan representatives 
will be invited to contribute at future meetings of the forum; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25105/19]

18/06/2019WRZ06100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The TB Fo-
rum was established in mid-2018 and has held a number of meetings to date. The next TB Fo-
rum is scheduled for 25 June 2019.

It is envisaged that an Interim Report, based on discussions over the past number of months, 
is expected to issue shortly after the upcoming meeting.  Part of the deliberations have focussed 
on the principle of “Working in Partnership” as outlined in the National Farmed Animal Health 
Strategy.  Reflecting that, the discussion papers issued in advance of establishing the TB Forum 
proposed enhanced governance arrangements with regular stakeholder meetings to monitor 
progress in eradicating bovine TB and considering amendments to the Programme, where ap-
propriate. 

Following receipt and consideration of the Interim Report, I will decide on the future work-
ings of the Forum.

18/06/2019WRZ06200Brexit Supports

18/06/2019WRZ06300522. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the distribution of the €100 million Brexit fund for farmers will be subject to preconditions and-
or specific categories of farmers such as beef finishers as has been reported; if the fund will be 
available to farmers at any stage along the beef chain whether calf, weanlings, store or finished; 
or steer, bull, heifer or cow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25158/19]

18/06/2019WRZ06400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I have had 
ongoing discussions with Commissioner Hogan regarding the potential impact of a disorderly 
Brexit. I have stressed the need for the Commission to be ready to deploy a range of measures 
to mitigate the potential impacts on the agrifood and fisheries sector. Avoiding a no-deal Brexit 
continues to be the Government’s overriding policy priority.

I am also keenly aware that the past few months have been very difficult for beef farmers in 
particular, following a difficult year for farm incomes in 2018 due to weather conditions. There 
has been a prolonged and exceptional period of depressed prices since last autumn, with the 
ongoing uncertainty surrounding the outcome of Brexit, among other factors, contributing to 



18 June 2019

229

this market disturbance.

The recent announcement by Commissioner Hogan of EU exceptional aid for the Irish beef 
sector is very welcome in this context.  I have been making the case for some time for an ex-
ceptional aid package from the EU Commission for Irish beef farmers, at EU Council of Agri-
culture Minister meetings, and in direct consultation with the Commission. The announcement 
by the Commissioner is another example of the importance of EU solidarity when it comes to 
facing significant economic challenges.

This exceptional aid provision will be given effect through a Commission Implementing 
Regulation. While Member States will be invited to give an opinion on the draft Regulation 
through the Commission’s Common Market Organisation Management Committee, the draft 
Regulation is within the Commission’s own legal competence, and is not for negotiation with 
Ireland or indeed other Member States, in terms of its content.

Further details on the aid package will be announced in due course following the appropri-
ate stakeholder consultation.

18/06/2019WRAA00200Animal Slaughtering Standards

18/06/2019WRAA00300523. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the steps he has taken to address the long outstanding issues regarding the mechanical grading 
and trimming of carcasses of slaughtered cattle in factories since reports of inaccuracies first 
emerged; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [25186/19]

18/06/2019WRAA00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Carcass clas-
sification and carcass presentation controls in slaughter plants are carried out by a dedicated 
team of specialist staff in the Beef Carcase Classification Section within my Department. 

My Department has implemented additional monitoring of carcase presentation by veteri-
nary public health inspection staff (VPHIS) in all factories since January 1st, 2019 and provides 
a supporting role for the Beef Carcase Classification staff. This should provide further assur-
ance to stakeholders that the appropriate dressing specification is being applied in factories.

The controls applied in Ireland in the carcase classification and carcase trim areas are sig-
nificantly in excess of those required under EU Law.  Unannounced inspections are carried out 
by authorised officers of DAFM every 2 weeks approximately – the EU legislation requires 8 
checks per year. Under the same EU legislation, each on-the-spot check shall relate to at least 
40 carcases.   DAFM exceeds this requirement at each inspection by assessing a minimum of 
100 carcases where mechanical classification is installed or 50 carcases where only manual 
classification takes place.  

My Department supervised a recent trial of the mechanical beef carcase classification sys-
tem to examine the modification of the current classification technology.  The trial will establish 
if enhanced technology, including digital cameras and LED lights, complies with the legislation 
in respect of accuracy and legal tolerances. 

A classification expert from the Netherlands independently monitored the two year trial and 
produced a detailed report which is currently being reviewed and will be published in the near 
future on my Department’s website.

18/06/2019WRAA00500TB Eradication Scheme
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18/06/2019WRAA00600524. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on the request raised to attend a forum in correspondence by an organisation 
(details supplied). [25201/19]

18/06/2019WRAA00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The TB Fo-
rum was established in mid-2018 and has held a number of meetings to date. The next TB Fo-
rum is scheduled for June 25th 2019.  

It is envisaged that an Interim Report, based on discussions over the past number of months, 
is expected to issue shortly after the upcoming meeting.  Part of the deliberations have focused 
on the principle of “Working in Partnership” as outlined in the National Farmed Animal Health 
Strategy.  Reflecting that, the discussion papers issued in advance of establishing the TB Forum 
proposed enhanced governance arrangements with regular stakeholder meetings to monitor 
progress in eradicating bovine TB and considering amendments to the Programme, where ap-
propriate. 

Following receipt and consideration of the Interim Report, I will decide on the future work-
ings of the Forum.

18/06/2019WRAA00800Basic Payment Scheme Applications

18/06/2019WRAA00900525. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 464 of 19 February 2019, the moneys due to be paid to a person 
(details supplied) in each of the years 2015 to 2018; when payment will issue; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25235/19]

18/06/2019WRAA01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The updating 
of eligible commonage land for the person named has been completed recently.  Following this 
update, the allocation of payment entitlements made to the person named from the 2015 Na-
tional Reserve has also been updated to take account of the additional eligible land area.

The person named was notified in writing on 4th June 2019 of the additional allocation 
from the National Reserve and he was also notified in respect of the Young Farmers Scheme on 
which he is now also due to receive additional payment, based on the increased number of pay-
ment entitlements held for the years since 2015 following the review of his eligible land area.

Payment in respect of the increased allocation of payment entitlements from the National 
Reserve and also the additional payment for the Young Farmers Scheme have both issued on 
14th June 2019 in respect of the 2018 scheme year.  Payments in respect of the years 2015, 2016 
and 2017 will issue in the coming weeks, when the Department has scheduled payments to is-
sue in respect of those scheme years.

18/06/2019WRAA01100Departmental Properties

18/06/2019WRAA01200526. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the amount of land purchased and leased by size and amount expended in the past five years to 
date; the location of same; the term of the lease and amount expended per year in cases in which 
land is leased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25377/19]

18/06/2019WRAA01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion is set out in the following tables.
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2015

Amount of Land 
Purchased/ leased

Location Cost of Purchase Cost of Lease Per 
year

Term of Lease

3.15 hectares Donegal N/A € 4,236 Yearly

2016

Amount of Land 
Purchased/ leased

Location Cost of Purchase Cost of Lease Per 
year

Term of Lease

3.15 hectares Donegal N/A €4,236 Yearly

2017

Amount of Land 
Purchased/ leased

Location Cost of Purchase Cost of Lease Per 
year

Term of Lease

3.10 hectares Donegal N/A €4,168 Yearly

2018

Amount of Land 
Purchased/ leased

Location Cost of Purchase Cost of Lease Per 
year

Term of Lease

3.10 hectares Donegal N/A €4,168 Yearly

2019

Amount of Land 
Purchased/ leased

Location Cost of Purchase Cost of Lease Per 
year

Term of Lease

3.10 hectares Donegal N/A €4,168 Yearly

18/06/2019WRAA01400Departmental Properties

18/06/2019WRAA01500527. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of buildings and property purchased and leased and the amount expended in the 
past five years to date; the location of same; the term of the lease and the amount expended 
per year in cases in which properties are leased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25394/19]

18/06/2019WRAA01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion is set out in the following tables.

2015

Amount of Property 
Purchased/ leased

Location Cost of Purchase Cost of Lease Per 
year

Term of Lease

Office Accommo-
dation 

Mellows Campus 
Athenry

€100,000 5 years

Border Inspection 
Posts 

Dublin Port Prem-
ises

€349,074 Terms with OPW

Agriculture Appeals 
Office 

Kilminchy Court, 
Portlaoise

€84,051 Leased via OPW

Eircom Building 
Office 

Portlaoise €118,000 Leased via OPW

 Potato Store Donegal €1,560 Yearly

2016
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Amount of Property 
Purchased/ leased

Location Cost of Purchase Cost of Lease Per 
year

Term of Lease

Office Accommo-
dation 

Mellows Campus 
Athenry

€100,000 5 years

Pet Checking Facil-
ity 

Rosslare Harbour €6,000 4 years

Border Inspection 
Posts 

Dublin Port Prem-
ises

€349,074 Terms with OPW

Agriculture Appeals 
Office 

Kilminchy Court, 
Portlaoise

€84,051 Leased via OPW

Eircom Building 
Office 

Portlaoise €88,500 Leased via OPW

 Potato Store Donegal €1,560 Yearly

2017

Amount of Property 
Purchased/ leased

Location Cost of Purchase Cost of Lease Per 
year

Term of Lease

Office Accommo-
dation 

Mellows Campus 
Athenry

€100,000 5 years

Pet Checking Facil-
ity

Rosslare Harbour €6,000 4 years

Border Inspection 
Posts 

Dublin Port Prem-
ises

€349,074 Terms with OPW

Agriculture Appeals 
Office

Kilminchy Court, 
Portlaoise

€84,051 Leased via OPW

Eircom Building 
Office 

Portlaoise €118,000 Leased via OPW

Potato Store Donegal €1,560 Yearly

2018

Amount of Property 
Purchased/ leased

Location Cost of Purchase Cost of Lease Per 
year

Term of Lease

Office Accommo-
dation 

Mellows Campus 
Athenry

€100,000 5 years

Pet Checking Facil-
ity 

Rosslare Harbour €6,000 4 years

Border Inspection 
Posts

Dublin Port Prem-
ises

€349,074 Terms with OPW

Agriculture Appeals 
Office

Kilminchy Court, 
Portlaoise

€84,051 Leased via OPW

Eircom Building 
Office 

Portlaoise €123,672 Leased via OPW

Potato Store Donegal €1,560 Yearly

2019

Amount of Land 
Purchased/ leased

Location Cost of Purchase Cost of Lease Per 
year

Term of Lease

Office Accommo-
dation 

Mellows Campus 
Athenry

€25,000* 5 years

Pet Checking Rosslare Harbour €3,000* 4 years
Border Inspection 
Posts 

Dublin Port Prem-
ises

€87,268* Terms with OPW

Agriculture Appeals 
Office

Kilminchy Court, 
Portlaoise

€63,038* Leased via OPW
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Amount of Land 
Purchased/ leased

Location Cost of Purchase Cost of Lease Per 
year

Term of Lease

Eircom Building 
Office 

Portlaoise €105,517* Leased via OPW

 Potato Store Donegal €1,560 Yearly

*Paid in 2019 to date.

18/06/2019WRAA01700Aquaculture Licence Applications

18/06/2019WRAA01800528. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
aquaculture licences (details supplied) will be approved; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25487/19]

18/06/2019WRAA01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment considers applications for aquaculture licences in accordance with the provisions of the 
1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act, the 1933 Foreshore Act and applicable EU legislation. The 
licensing process involves consultation with a wide range of scientific and technical advisers 
as well as various Statutory Consultees. The legislation also provides for a period of public 
consultation.

In accordance with the applicable legislation, the Statutory and Public Consultation phase 
in respect of the applications referred to by the Deputy is now concluded. Every effort is being 
made to expedite determinations in respect of these applications having regard to the complexi-
ties involved. 

As these licence applications are under active consideration as part of a statutory process, it 
would not be appropriate to comment further on the matter at this time.

18/06/2019WRAA02000Rockall Island Ownership

18/06/2019WRAA02100529. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the implications of the agreement reached between Ireland and the United Kingdom in 
2013 regarding the setting of the boundaries of the exclusive economic zone; if the agreement 
of 2013 has possible implications for the present difficulties between Ireland and Scotland re-
garding fishing rights around Rockall; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25500/19]

18/06/2019WRAA02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am advised 
by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade that the position is as follows.The exclusive 
economic zone (EEZ) is the body of water that stretches from 12 nautical miles offshore out to 
a distance of 200 miles. The seabed beneath the EEZ is the continental shelf. 

Largely due to efforts made by Ireland throughout the 1970s, international law is now clear 
that uninhabitable rocks such as Rockall have no entitlement to a continental shelf or an EEZ 
and so, sovereignty over such a rock is irrelevant for the purposes of establishing boundaries 
between continental shelves and EEZs of neighbouring States.  Sovereignty and whether such a 
rock has a 12-mile territorial sea are separate issues that do not arise in establishing boundaries 
between continental shelves and EEZs.

The issue of Rockall therefore did not arise in the 2013 Agreement as it was not relevant.  

The 2013 Agreement built on the 1988 Agreement between Ireland and the UK that had 
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already established continental shelf boundaries and provides that those boundaries, slightly 
adjusted to ensure that no waters were lost to the high seas, shall also be the EEZ boundaries.  
This created a single maritime boundary between 12 and 200 miles in the water and on the 
seabed beneath.

 As you are aware, Ireland has never made any claims to Rockall nor have we recognised 
British claims to sovereignty over it.  Nothing in either Agreement altered that position or rep-
resented a departure from our long held view, nor does either Agreement have any implications 
for the present difficulties between Ireland and Scotland over fishing rights around Rockall.

As regards the situation following Brexit, the Irish and EU position, as set out in the March 
2018 European Council Guidelines for negotiations on the future relationship, is that existing 
reciprocal access to fishing waters and resources should be maintained.  The 2013 Agreement 
between Ireland and the UK is not relevant for access by EU vessels to UK waters in that con-
text. 

The main purpose of the 2013 Agreement was to resolve jurisdictional uncertainty.  It ad-
dressed the situation of fishing vessels seeking to avoid inspection in Irish EEZ areas that over-
lapped with the UK-claimed areas.  Importantly, however, it also provides the legal certainty 
necessary for raising finance to develop renewable energy projects in the areas concerned and 
it resolved confusion over responsibility for dealing with marine pollution incidents in those 
areas.

18/06/2019WRAA02300Television Licence Fee

18/06/2019WRAA02400530. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the full breakdown of the 85% of the licence fee that is directed to RTÉ in 
order for it to carry out its public service media commitments; the terms and conditions of the 
granting of the funds to RTÉ; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24864/19]

18/06/2019WRAA02500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The principle objects of RTÉ are set out under Section 114 of the Broadcasting Act 
2009 and the allocation of public funding in respect of television licence fee is established un-
der Section 123 of the Act.  

In addition to oversight by my Department and the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform, RTÉ is subject to regulation by the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland. RTÉ is audited 
separately and independently by externally appointed auditors. 

RTÉ is obliged under Section 101 of the Broadcasting Act 2009 to prepare a Public Service 
Statement within 12 months of the passing of the Act, and every 5 years thereafter. Every such 
statement is required to set out the principles to be observed and the activities to be undertaken 
by the corporation in order to fulfil its public service objects, as laid out in Section 114 of the 
Act. 

RTE is required to comply fully with the 2016 Code of Practice for the Governance of State 
Bodies, and also to prepare an annual statement of performance commitments which must be 
aligned with its public service statement and statement of strategy. 

Taken with its statutory objects and any extant statement of strategy prepared under sec-
tion 99 of the Act, the Public Service Statement informs the corporation’s annual Statement of 
Performance Commitments.  The extent to which the corporation has fulfilled its commitments 
under this Statement of Performance Commitments is reviewed on an annual and five yearly 
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basis by the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland in accordance with section 124 and, on the basis 
of this review, the Authority is required to submit to me, as Minister, a report which is to include 
recommendations in regard to the adequacy of funding of the corporation. 

The breakdown of licence fee funding allocated to RTÉ is published in the Annual Report 
and Accounts which are available on the RTÉ website at: www.RTE.ie.  The Annual Report and 
Accounts for 2018 will be published shortly. 

18/06/2019WRAA02600EU Directives

18/06/2019WRAA02700531. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when the recast renewable energy Directive will be transposed into law; if it will 
be part of his forthcoming strategy to tackle climate change; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25083/19]

18/06/2019WRAA02800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Climate Action Plan, published on Monday this week, includes the following 
renewable energy actions: 

- Move to 70% renewable electricity by 2030; 

- Establish a new Micro-generation Scheme, allowing homeowners to generate their own 
electricity and sell what they don’t use back to the national grid, and support increased com-
munity participation in renewable generation; 

- Bring 950,000 electric vehicles onto our roads, deliver a nationwide charging network, 
consideration in 2020 of a car-scrappage scheme to promote the purchase of electric vehicles 
and legislation to ban the sale of petrol/diesel cars from 2030; 

- Deliver an intensive programme of retrofitting to install 400,000 heat pumps in existing 
homes and businesses, replacing the existing carbon-intensive heating systems; 

- Deliver a new Retrofit Plan to retrofit 500,000 homes, with large groups of houses being 
retrofitted by the same contractor to reduce costs, smart finance, and easy pay back methods; 

- Mandate public bodies to prioritise climate action and new letters of expectation will issue 
to semi-state bodies on Climate Action.

The Climate Action Plan is available on my Department’s website: www.dccae.gov.ie. 

The Plan sets out the necessary policy measures to help meet our 2030 targets, cut our reli-
ance on fossil fuels and put Ireland on a clear pathway to meeting our 2050 objectives.

In November 2016 as part of the Clean Energy Package, the European Commission pub-
lished a proposal for a recast Directive on the promotion of renewable energy sources thus 
providing a framework for renewable energy development to 2030. This new regulatory frame-
work will pave the way for Europe’s transition towards clean energy sources utilising various 
renewable technologies. 

In June 2018, the Renewable Energy Directive was agreed at EU level and includes a bind-
ing renewable energy target for the Union of 32% by 2030.  Member States must transpose the 
Directive into national legislation by 30 June 2021. 

Ireland’s contribution to this target will be informed by the development of Ireland’s first 
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integrated National Energy and Climate Plan (NECP).  In accordance with the Governance 
Regulation, Ireland’s draft NECP was submitted to the Commission in December 2018.  The 
Governance Regulation consolidates the existing patchwork of planning, monitoring and re-
porting obligations Member States have under EU legislation across energy, climate and related 
policy areas.

18/06/2019WRAA02900Postal Codes

18/06/2019WRAA03000532. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the steps persons (details supplied) in County Kerry can take in order to obtain an 
Eircode; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25091/19]

18/06/2019WRAA03100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Eircodes are assigned to new property addresses using a valid postal address and 
verified geo-locations.  An Post collects information on new and existing buildings, as well as 
changes to existing addresses and Ordnance Survey Ireland provides the geo-locations for these 
buildings.  An Post GeoDirectory issues a new release of the GeoDirectory database file on a 
quarterly basis to Capita Business Support Services Ireland, trading as Eircode, in accordance 
with their licence agreement.  

Each new postal address assigned an Eircode is published on the free to use Eircode Finder 
website, a notification letter is issued to the property occupant containing the Eircode of that ad-
dress and an updated Eircode Database is provided to licensed businesses for their use.  Eircode 
has informed my Department that 78,400 property addresses have been assigned an Eircode 
since the launch in 2015 

My Department has requested Eircode to contact and liaise directly with the individuals in 
question regarding the assignment of an Eircode for this property. 

In recognition of the fact that earlier assignment of Eircodes to new builds is desirable, my 
officials are working with An Post, Ordnance Survey Ireland (OSi), An Post GeoDirectory and 
Capita to improve and expedite the existing process.

18/06/2019WRAA03200Broadband Service Provision

18/06/2019WRAA03300533. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when fibre broadband will be rolled out at a location (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [25349/19]

18/06/2019WRAA03400534. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when fibre broadband will be rolled out at a location (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [25350/19]

18/06/2019WRAA03500535. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when fibre broadband will be rolled out at a location (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [25366/19]

18/06/2019WRAA03600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 533 to 535, inclusive, together.

All three premises referenced by the Deputy are in the AMBER area on the National Broad-
band Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s website 
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at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State 
led Intervention under the NBP. 

This intervention is the subject of the procurement process to engage a company to build, 
operate and maintain the NBP State intervention network.  I recently brought a recommenda-
tion to Government to confer Preferred Bidder status on Granahan McCourt, the remaining 
bidder in the NBP procurement process and Government agreed to this. 

The Government Decision of 7 May 2019 means that it is intended to award the State Inter-
vention contract to the Bidder.  This award is subject to the completion of contract close, includ-
ing finalisation of financial and legal documents.  Deployment of the NBP State Intervention 
network will commence shortly after that. 

The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment.  A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once 
the contract is signed. 

In the first year of roll-out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Connec-
tion Points (BCPs) across all counties.  It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be 
deployed in each county.  BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, 
enhancing online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these 
locations. 

The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises by the end of the second year, with 70-
100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

18/06/2019WRAA03900Departmental Properties

18/06/2019WRAA04000536. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the amount of land purchased and leased by size and amount expended in the 
past five years to date; the location of same; the term of the lease and amount expended per 
year in cases in which land is leased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25380/19]

18/06/2019WRAA04100537. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the number of buildings and property purchased and leased and the amount 
expended in the past five years to date; the location of same; the term of the lease and the 
amount expended per year in cases in which properties are leased; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [25397/19]

18/06/2019WRAA04200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 536 and 537 together.  

My Department did not purchase any buildings or land in the last five years. 

Two properties were leased in the period concerned, detail of which are contained in the 
following table. 

Address Size Rent per annum Duration of lease
Athlone Rd. Roscommon 780 m2 €25,000 ex VAT 3 years from March 2017
UCD, Belfield Dublin 4 126 m2 €50,400 ex VAT 3 years from April 2017

The property in Roscommon is used by Geological Survey Ireland, while the space leased 
from UCD is used by the National Cyber Security Centre. 
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All other properties occupied by the Department are managed by the OPW.

18/06/2019WRAA04400Mobile Telephony Services

18/06/2019WRAA04500538. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the options available to a business in south County Kildare that have poor mobile 
phone coverage and reception; if he will address same; and the support which can be offered in 
this regard. [25457/19]

18/06/2019WRAA04600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Providing telecommunications services, including mobile phone services, is a mat-
ter for the relevant service providers operating in a fully liberalised market regulated by the 
Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg), as independent Regulator.  I do not 
have statutory authority to require commercial companies to roll out services and make specific 
investments in particular locations.  The ComReg consumer helpline is accessible at consum-
erline@comreg.ie and I would urge consumers who feel they have not received an appropriate 
response from service providers to make contact with the Regulator.  

The Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce worked with key stakeholders to produce a 
report in December 2016, available on my Department’s website, which contained 40 actions 
to alleviate some of the coverage deficits across the country.  An Implementation Group is 
overseeing the implementation of the actions and comprises all key stakeholders responsible 
for delivery.  The Implementation Group meets on a quarterly basis and publishes quarterly 
progress reports on the implementation status of actions. 

Now in its third year of operation, the Taskforce has addressed over 60 actions and contin-
ues to focus on issues that are negatively impacting upon the roll-out of essential telecommuni-
cations infrastructure in rural areas.  The outcome of discussions at the second Annual National 
Stakeholder Forum held in October 2018 informed preparation of the 2018 Annual Review 
Report, which was published on 21 February 2019 together with the 2019 Work Programme.  
Over 30 new actions are contained in the 2019 Work Programme for delivery this year.

Various measures are underway which will address mobile coverage deficits, particularly in 
rural areas such as south County Kildare:

- My Department and the Department of Rural and Community Development have worked 
to achieve a greater consensus around site selection for telecoms infrastructure and therefore 
improve mobile phone coverage. 

- A focus group was established to provide guidance with respect to categories of location 
where high quality reliable mobile coverage should be made available as a priority.  The report 
of the focus group was published on my Department’s website on 31 August 2018.  It is an-
ticipated that the output of the focus group should influence the actions of the mobile network 
operators in their work to reduce mobile phone blackspots.  It will also inform future policy in 
my Department with regards to priorities for mobile phone services. 

- A working group has been established with the remit of investigating the feasibility of 
developing standardised policy for accessing and utilising State and publicly owned assets for 
the deployment of telecommunications infrastructure. 

- ComReg has published a composite national outdoor coverage map, which will, in tandem 
with its work on handset testing and activities to raise consumer awareness, allow people across 
Ireland to optimise the services available to them. 
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- ComReg has developed a licensing scheme which will enable households and businesses 
to use mobile phone repeaters to boost signals into their premises and bring immediate im-
provements in mobile coverage.

In tandem with the work of the Taskforce, the release by ComReg of the 3.6GHz radio spec-
trum band, which has been identified at EU level as a primary band suitable for 5G roll-out, will 
also contribute to addressing increasing mobile data demands and improve mobile coverage.  
Mobile operators’ commercial investment has also resulted in improved services, following 
ComReg’s 2012 multi-band spectrum auction.  At least one operator now has in excess of 90% 
4G population coverage.

All of these initiatives should help enhance the quality of mobile phone and data services, 
particularly in areas currently experiencing a low level of service, including County Kildare.

18/06/2019WRAA04700Petroleum and Gas Exploration

18/06/2019WRAA04800539. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of meetings that have taken place between his officials and represen-
tatives of oil and gas companies that have either invested in offshore drilling or wish to become 
involved in exploration and or extraction in territorial waters. [25515/19]

18/06/2019WRAA04900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Effective regulation of petroleum activities requires oversight of work programmes 
proposed by applicants for, and holders of, petroleum authorisations.  In that context my offi-
cials regularly meet with applicants and authorisation holders to invigilate proposed and exist-
ing work programmes, particularly from a technical and financial perspective, thus facilitating 
informed decision making.  I have asked my officials to compile a list of recent meetings and 
to furnish same to the Deputy. 

18/06/2019WRAA05000Cross-Border Co-operation

18/06/2019WRAA05100540. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he has recently met his counterpart in Northern Ireland to discuss common areas 
of interest in cross-Border issues in their departmental areas of responsibility; if there are areas 
that can be expanded; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [25618/19]

18/06/2019WRAA05200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): There has not been an opportunity to meet ministerial colleagues in Northern Ireland, 
in light of the suspension of the Northern Ireland Assembly.  

There is ongoing engagement by my officials with their Northern Ireland counterparts on 
a range of issues.  For instance, the administrations in Ireland, Northern Ireland and the UK 
have co-operated on energy policy matters, including the establishment of the Single Electricity 
Market and its further development. 

In addition, the Loughs Agency of the Foyle Carlingford and Irish Lights Commission is 
a North South Body established under the British Irish Agreement Act 1999 which operates 
under the co-sponsorship of my Department and the Department of Agriculture, Environment 
and Rural Affairs in Northern Ireland.  It provides for the effective management, conservation, 
promotion and development of the fisheries and marine resources of the Foyle and Carlingford 
areas.  It is also responsible for the development and licensing of aquaculture and development 
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of marine tourism. 

18/06/2019WRAA05300Road Improvement Schemes

18/06/2019WRAA05400541. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
allocations for applications for funding under the specific improvement grants scheme will be 
announced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24861/19]

18/06/2019WRAA05500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant County or 
City Council, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works 
on those roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  
The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is a matter for each Council.

Before the financial crisis, local authorities could apply on a regular basis for grants for Spe-
cific and Strategic Improvement Grants to improve roads.  However, the extent of the cutbacks 
in grant funding during the recession meant these grant schemes had to be curtailed after 2013 
because expenditure on maintenance/renewal was falling well short of what was required to 
adequately maintain the regional and local road network. 

Project Ireland 2040 does provide for the gradual build up in funding for the road network 
but it will take some time yet to reach the level required for the adequate maintenance and 
renewal of the network.  For this reason there is limited scope at present for funding projects 
under the Specific or Strategic Grant Programme.  

Any projects proposed by local authorities for consideration under the Specific or Strategic 
Grant Programmes are assessed by the Department on a case-by-case project basis and must 
comply with the requirements of the Public Spending Code and my Department’s Capital Ap-
praisal Framework. 

This year Specific Improvement Grants totalling €15.2 million were announced in February.

18/06/2019WRAA05600Traffic Management

18/06/2019WRAA05700542. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the ex-
pected commencement and completion date for traffic management measures by Transport In-
frastructure Ireland at Derryquay, Derrymore East, County Kerry. [24872/19]

18/06/2019WRAA05800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
National Roads Programme.  The Roads Acts 1993-2015 prescribes the roles and responsibili-
ties of Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned, 
for the delivery of the National Roads Programme.   Among these roles and functions, TII and 
local authorities are responsible for the operation and management of individual national roads.   

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

18/06/2019WRAA05900Bus Éireann Services
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18/06/2019WRAA06000543. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
115A bus will be fully in service (details supplied). [24921/19]

18/06/2019WRAA06100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.

The National Transport Authority, (NTA), has statutory responsibility for securing the pro-
vision of public passenger transport services nationally.  The issue raised is a matter for the NTA 
in conjunction with Bus Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for 
direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten work-
ing days.

18/06/2019WRBB00200Rail Services

18/06/2019WRBB00300544. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the actions 
he plans to take regarding the perceived dangerous overcrowding on Irish Rail services on the 
Sligo to Connolly route daily (details supplied). [24974/19]

18/06/2019WRBB00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding of public transport.  
The operation and provision of services on the rail network are matters for Iarnród Éireann in 
the first instance, which, in consultation with the National Transport Authority, is currently 
examining how best to source additional rolling stock as efficiently and effectively as possible, 
while ensuring value for money for the taxpayer in that regard.

I acknowledge the fact that at certain times of the day, some rail services are currently 
crowded due to the level of demand. The Deputy can be assured that the safe operation of 
the rail network and services is the overriding priority at all times of both the company and, 
of course, the Commission for Railway Regulation, which is the independent, statutory body 
charged with overseeing  the safety of our network.

In view of Iarnród Éireann’s responsibility in the matter, I have forwarded the Deputy’s 
question to the company for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive 
a response within 10 working days.

18/06/2019WRBB00500Sports Capital Programme Eligibility

18/06/2019WRBB00600545. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
the documents submitted with an application for a sports capital grant by a club (details sup-
plied) invalidates the application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24978/19]

18/06/2019WRBB00700Minister of State for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Brendan Griffin): The 
2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme closed for applications on Friday 19th October 
last.  By that deadline, a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking a total of €162m in 
funding.  

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January. 
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Next 619 equipment only applications were assessed and 466 allocations with a value of 
€9.8m were announced to these organisations in May.

Work is now underway in assessing the remaining applications for capital works, including 
the application referred to by the Deputy.  

For the first time applicants who submitted incorrect documentation under this round are 
being given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. While 
there will be no undue delay in completing the assessment process, in view of the opportunity to 
correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the detailed information 
contained in each application, it is likely to take a number of months to have all applications 
assessed. Accordingly, I expect that it will be September before the full set of allocations under 
this current round of the programme are announced.

18/06/2019WRBB00800Transport Infrastructure Ireland Projects

18/06/2019WRBB00900546. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if ar-
rangements or agreements have been entered into by Transport Infrastructure Ireland, TII, or 
the National Transport Authority, NTA, with a third party in respect of the development of a 
building (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25014/19]

18/06/2019WRBB01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy refers 
to, these particular construction works relate to a private development being constructed by a 
private company pursuant to a planning permission granted by An Bord Pleanála.

Details of that planning permission and conditions attached thereto are available to view on 
the website of An Bord Pleanála.

I understand that the particular development is now subject to judicial proceedings taken 
by persons against the private developer and I do not propose to comment on the matter whilst 
those proceedings are taking place.

18/06/2019WRBB01100Road Projects Status

18/06/2019WRBB01200547. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
the M20 Limerick to Cork motorway project; the consultation process, costs and timelines for 
completion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25032/19]

18/06/2019WRBB01300548. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the route 
of the M20 Limerick to Cork motorway project has been finalised; if so, the details of the route; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25033/19]

18/06/2019WRBB01400549. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if consider-
ation has been given to the potential impact of the M20 Limerick to Cork motorway on farms; 
if his attention has been drawn to farms which may be impacted by the route of the motorway 
which may include compulsory purchase of farms or dividing farms into different lots; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [25034/19]

18/06/2019WRBB01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 547 to 549, inclusive, together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and 
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funding in relation to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the 
planning, design, procurement and construction of individual national roads is a matter for 
Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

18/06/2019WRBB01800Local Authority Funding

18/06/2019WRBB01900550. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if smaller 
towns and villages are eligible for funding under the recently announced destination towns 
funding stream; and the criteria for applications through the scheme. [25058/19]

18/06/2019WRBB02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I believe the Deputy 
is referring to Fáilte Ireland’s Destination Towns initiative – a capital investment scheme for 
Local Authorities to enhance public spaces in developed and emerging tourism destinations in 
a way that will engage tourists and enhance their experience.

In this regard, it is my understanding that the scheme has no stipulations regarding the size 
of towns or villages that may be proposed under the scheme; rather it is a matter for each Lo-
cal Authority to propose one or two towns or villages that it deems to have the best potential to 
become a “destination town”, or hub, for tourists.

I have asked Fáilte Ireland to reply directly to the Deputy with further detail on the scheme 
and the criteria applying.  Please contact my private office if you have not received a reply 
within ten working days.

18/06/2019WRBB02100Sports Capital Programme Administration

18/06/2019WRBB02200551. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
a club (details supplied) is waiting so long to get a signature to finish drawing down funding it 
was granted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25063/19]

18/06/2019WRBB02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I understand that the 
club referred to by the Deputy has submitted a capital application under the 2018 round of the 
Sports Capital Programme (SCP) and these applications are currently being assessed. I expect 
that allocations in respect of these capital applications will be announced in the coming months.

While there is no SCP funding outstanding to the club in question, the club has received 
previous funding and in line with the normal SCP terms and conditions, the Minister has placed 
a legal charge on the club’s property to secure the state’s investment.

I understand that the club is now taking out a bank loan and that the bank requires an in-
terlender agreement.  My Department is happy to facilitate the club in this regard and has in-
structed the Chief State Solicitor’s Office in this regard.  I understand that the legal matters are 
now nearing finalisation. Once the matter is finalised, there will be no undue delay in issuing 
approval to the proposed interlender agreement.

18/06/2019WRBB02400Sports Capital Programme
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18/06/2019WRBB02500552. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a club 
(details supplied) will be granted funding under the sports capital programme; the details of the 
funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25273/19]

18/06/2019WRBB02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The 2018 round of the 
Sports Capital Programme closed for applications on Friday 19th October last.  By that dead-
line, a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking a total of €162m in funding.  

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January. 

Next 619 equipment only applications were assessed and 466 allocations with a value of 
€9.8m were announced to these organisations in May.

Work is now underway in assessing the remaining applications for capital works, including 
an application from the organisation referred to by the Deputy.  

For the first time applicants who submitted incorrect documentation under this round are 
being given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. While 
there will be no undue delay in completing the assessment process, in view of the opportunity to 
correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the detailed information 
contained in each application, it is likely to take a number of months to have all applications 
assessed. Accordingly, I expect that it will be September before the full set of allocations under 
this current round of the programme are announced.

18/06/2019WRBB02700Driver Licensing Exchange Agreements

18/06/2019WRBB02800553. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 523 of 9 April 2019, if categories of driver licence can be con-
verted (details supplied). [25279/19]

18/06/2019WRBB02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross):  As detailed in my 
reply to Parliamentary Question No. 523 of 9 April 2019, there are some UK categories known 
as ‘National Categories’ that only apply in the UK and they are not exchangeable. For example, 
in the UK if you passed your test for category B (car) before 1 January 1997, your licence would 
show entitlement to C1 and C1E (trucks) and D1 and D1E (bus) categories. These categories 
are given with restrictions identified by codes.

The C1E category with a restriction code 107 on it entitles the driver to drive a C1E vehicle 
provided the combined weight of the trailer and the towing vehicle does not exceed 8.25 tonnes/
kg. In Ireland the combined weight of the C1E is 12 tonne/kg. Therefore we do not have an 
equivalent to exchange this category for. The D1 and D1E categories with a restriction code 101 
on it only allows the driver to drive a vehicle not for hire or reward. We do not have the corre-
sponding category so cannot exchange it. Code 101 and 107 are UK codes and are not available 
in Ireland, and so can not be converted.

18/06/2019WRBB03000Road Projects Status

18/06/2019WRBB03100554. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of the new bridge at Ballina-Killaloe; the stage at which the project is at; the projected dates for 
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completion; the funds granted and ring-fenced for the project; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25289/19]

18/06/2019WRBB03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local authority, in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are 
funded from local authorities’ own resources supplemented by State road grants.  

The Shannon Bridge Crossing at Killaloe is one element of the proposed Shannon Crossing/
Killaloe Bypass/R494 upgrade scheme.  Clare County Council is responsible for implementa-
tion of the scheme which is at planning and design stage.  An updated Business Case for the 
scheme is in the process of being finalised as required in the Public Spending Code and my 
Department’s Capital Appraisal Framework. 

Funding for the scheme, which is scheduled to be completed in 2023, is being provided 
from the overall Project Ireland 2040 capital envelope for regional and local road improvement 
projects.

18/06/2019WRBB03300Air Transport Pre-clearance

18/06/2019WRBB03400555. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
operation of the pre-clearance area for the United States at Dublin Airport is subject to United 
States or Irish law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25311/19]

18/06/2019WRBB03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): US Preclearance fa-
cilitates passengers of US bound flights to fully clear all US controls before leaving Ireland. It 
is a valuable asset for Ireland and has been an enormous success, with 1.9 passengers availing 
of the service at Shannon and Dublin Airports in 2018. I thank the Deputy for this opportunity 
to clarify the status of the facilities, which operate under the terms of an international agreement 
between Ireland and the US. 

The US Preclearance facilities at Dublin and Shannon Airports are within Irish jurisdiction 
and the laws of Ireland apply at all times. US Customs and Border Protection Officers are not 
equipped with firearms or any other offensive weapons. US Preclearance Officers are not con-
sidered law enforcement officers.  The only law enforcement officers at Irish airports are An 
Garda Síochána members and Customs Officers.

Passengers present voluntarily for preclearance and avail of the facility on a consensual 
basis. Until their flight departs, passengers remain in Irish legal jurisdiction and have the right 
to withdraw from the preclearance process at any time. The decision to allow a passenger enter 
the United States is a matter solely for US Customs and Border Protection and no Irish official 
has any function in this.

An Garda Síochána provide a law enforcement presence to ensure the security of the Pre-
clearance area and safety of Preclearance officers, travellers and airport staff. Law enforcement 
agencies, including US Customs and Border Protection consult and collaborate regularly to 
ensure the safety and security of all airport users. 

CBP Preclearance Officers may detain a person in a limited number of circumstances and 
any persons detained under these provisions must be delivered forthwith into the custody of An 
Garda Síochána. The Agreement states that nothing therein diminishes the rights enjoyed by 
individuals under the Constitution and laws of Ireland.
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18/06/2019WRBB03600Departmental Properties

18/06/2019WRBB03700556. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount of land purchased and leased by size and amount expended in the past five years to date; 
the location of same; the term of the lease and amount expended per year in cases in which land 
is leased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25393/19]

18/06/2019WRBB03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Office of Public 
Works (OPW), which comes under the remit of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, 
is responsible for the purchase and leasing of land for Government Departments, including the 
Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, and accordingly details of any such purchase or 
lease is a  matter for the OPW.

18/06/2019WRBB03900Departmental Properties

18/06/2019WRBB04000557. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of buildings and property purchased and leased and the amount expended in the past 
five years to date; the location of same; the term of the lease and the amount expended per year 
in cases in which properties are leased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25410/19]

18/06/2019WRBB04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Office of Public 
Works (OPW), which comes under the remit of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Re-
form, is responsible for the purchase and leasing of buildings and property for Government De-
partments, including the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, and accordingly details 
of any such purchase or lease is a matter for the OPW.

18/06/2019WRBB04200Regional Airports

18/06/2019WRBB04300558. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
conditions attached to the public funding of Waterford Airport; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25518/19]

18/06/2019WRBB04400559. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
conditions attached to the public funding of Donegal, Knock and Kerry airports; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25519/19]

18/06/2019WRBB04500560. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason for his statement that the future of Waterford Airport is highly uncertain unless private 
funding is secured; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25520/19]

18/06/2019WRBB04600561. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the dif-
ference in the announced matched funding plan for Waterford Airport as announced on 11 June 
2019 and the commitment to matched funding in A Programme for a Partnership Government; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25521/19]

18/06/2019WRBB04700562. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the rea-
son the decision has been taken to match public funds with private funds for the extension of the 
runway at Waterford Airport with the condition that the public funds are only released after the 
private funds have been secured first; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25522/19]

18/06/2019WRBB04800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
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Questions Nos. 558 to 562, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy refers, the Programme for Government committed to supplementing invest-
ment in Ireland’s regional airports and, following a review of the Capital Plan in 2017, an extra 
€17 million was provided to the Regional Airports Programme for allocation to these airports 
under the National Development Plan.  This means, as part of Project Ireland 2040, a total of 
€72 million in capital funding is being committed to regional airports over the lifetime of the 
Plan.

In line with the terms of the capital funding schemes under the Regional Airports Pro-
gramme, all grant aid to the regional airports including Donegal, IWAK and Kerry is payable on 
a reimbursement basis only, following the completion of works or the purchase of equipment.  
All grant aid claims must show evidence of expenditure before payment is made.

The model of funding put forward by Waterford Airport for this project is new to the Re-
gional Airports Programme.  Given the transformational nature of the project and the assess-
ment of the risks arising, I felt it was prudent to ensure that the Exchequer support in this case 
would be subject to a number of provisos including the need for the procurement processes to 
demonstrate that the project can be implemented for €12 million.  In addition, the Exchequer 
contribution of €5m will only be made on completion of the runway and on confirmation by the 
Irish Aviation Authority that the expanded runway is authorised for service.

The current runway at Waterford Airport has had a limiting effect on the types of aircraft 
that can operate there.  As the Deputy will appreciate, this has impacted on the capacity of the 
airport to attract airlines.  Accordingly, as I stated in my announcement, without the funding to 
extend the runway to accommodate larger jet aircraft, the future was looking very uncertain for 
Waterford Airport having had no scheduled air services in place since 2016.

This decision reaffirms this Government’s pledge to encourage balanced regional develop-
ment and to provide equal opportunities for growth and prosperity across all the regions includ-
ing the South East. 

18/06/2019WRBB05300Child and Family Agency Services

18/06/2019WRBB05400563. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
status of an application for assistance from Tusla by a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [24833/19]

18/06/2019WRBB05500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy 
may be aware that it would not be appropriate for me to comment on individual cases.  I have 
referred the matter to Tusla, the Child and Family Agency for their appropriate attention and 
asked them to respond directly to the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRBB05600Childcare Services

18/06/2019WRBB05700564. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if it is 
a mandatory requirement for childcare providers to advertise their rates in a fully transparent 
manner; if the practice of holding monetary deposits in exchange for places has been drawn to 
her attention; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24916/19]

18/06/2019WRBB05800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Services who 
are in contract to provide any of my Department’s childcare funding programmes must have 
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their  fees list, for all approved funding programmes, clearly displayed in an area accessible 
to parents/guardians. Pobal compliance inspectors who carry out unannounced inspections on 
service providers  ensure that the approved fees list is clearly displayed and that it indicates the 
full fees and the reduced fees of the service based on the relevant approved programme funding 
i.e. the full fee less the funding approved. 

 The booking deposit rule for each DCYA childcare funding programme is outlined below. 

Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE): 

As per the rules for DCYA childcare funding programmes 2018/19 document, in relation to 
the ECCE programme, the rule on deposits is as follows:

“A childcare provider may charge a refundable booking deposit to hold a place in the ECCE 
provision for a child. The maximum deposit a provider may charge is equivalent to four weeks’ 
ECCE payment. The totality of the ECCE deposit must be returned to the parent/guardian once 
the child’s registration is a programme is outlined below. 

Approved on PIP” ( this means registered with Pobal).

The purpose of this clause is to prevent an over payment of exchequer funding, because if a 
child leaves a service provider unexpectedly, my Department  will continue to pay their ECCE 
funding for 4 weeks.

 Training and Employment Childcare (TEC):

As per the rules for DCYA childcare funding programmes 18/19 document, in relation to the 
TEC programmes, the rule on deposits is as follows:

“A childcare provider may charge new parents/guardians a refundable booking deposit to 
hold a place for a child. The maximum deposit a provider may charge is equivalent to two weeks 
total payment. The full amount of the DCYA subvention held on deposit must be refunded to 
the parent/guardian once the child’s registration is approved. When and how the balance of the 
deposit is returned to the parent/guardian is a matter for the provider.”

For example, where a service’s weekly fee is €200 and the subvention due is €145, the 
service may charge a maximum two week deposit of €400. Once the registration has been ap-
proved the service must refund the amount of €290 (145 x 2) to the parent/guardian.

Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) and the Community Childcare Subvention Plus 
(CCSP): 

As per the rules for DCYA childcare funding programmes 2018/19 document, in relation to 
the CCS and CCSP programmes, the rule on deposits is as follows:

“A childcare provider may charge new parents/guardians a refundable booking deposit to 
hold a place for a child. The maximum deposit a provider may charge is equivalent to two weeks 
total payment. The full amount of the DCYA subvention held on deposit must be refunded to 
the parent/guardian once the child’s registration is approved. When and how the balance of the 
deposit is returned to the parent/guardian is a matter for the provider.”

As in the example above, this means that where a service’s weekly fee is €200 and the 
subvention due is €145, the service may charge a maximum two week deposit of €400. Once 
the registration has been approved the service must refund the amount of €290 to the parent/
guardian. 
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 The Universal Subsidy (CCSU) is administered under the CCSP programme and is gov-
erned by the same rules, therefore the same rules apply for deposits.

Community Childcare Subvention Resettlement (CCSR): 

The CCSR programme provides dedicated childcare funding to Programme Refugees to 
support them in their resettlement and integration into Irish society. This cohort of families 
do not pay a deposit for childcare places. The rules for DCYA childcare funding programmes 
2018/19 states:

‘Childcare providers must not   request booking deposits from parents/guardians to hold a 
place’. 

Community Childcare Subvention Resettlement (Transitional) (CCSR(T)): 

The CCSR(T) programme provides access to free childcare for children of families expe-
riencing homelessness. This cohort of families do not pay a deposit for childcare places. The 
rules for DCYA childcare funding programmes 2018/19 states:

‘Childcare providers must not request any booking deposits from parents/guardians to hold 
a place’. 

 It must be noted that my Department is not the owner/employer of Early Years services; 
they are private businesses and their policy on deposits relating to levels of service not funded 
by my Department, including full time care, are a matter between the service provider and the 
individual parent.

18/06/2019WRCC00200Early Childhood Care and Education Standards

18/06/2019WRCC00300565. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
code of practice or business code of conduct to which recipients of funding must subscribe in 
order to remain funded by her Department in instances in which funding is provided directly to 
early years settings for children that they have registered on the ECCE scheme; the grievance 
or complaints procedure open to persons if they have issues with a service provider funded by 
her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24917/19]

18/06/2019WRCC00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In order to par-
ticipate in  Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA) childcare funding programmes, 
a service provider must sign the relevant childcare programme funding agreement and agree 
to abide by the rules of the childcare programme as outlined in the DCYA childcare funding 
programmes 2018/19 rules document.

It is compulsory  for service providers to register with Tusla (the Child and Family Agency) 
prior to offering any DCYA childcare funding programme.  As part of this registration process, 
a service provider must submit a copy of their  complaints policy (a policy specifying the pro-
cedures for making and dealing with complaints in relation to any aspect of the service).  This 
is outlined in the Childcare Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016:

32. (1) A registered provider shall ensure that the complaints policy of the service speci-
fies— (a) the procedure to be followed by a person for the purposes of making a complaint in 
relation to the service, (b) the manner in which such a complaint shall be dealt with, and (c) the 
procedures for keeping a person who makes such a complaint informed of the manner in which 
it is being dealt with.
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(2) A registered provider shall ensure that— (a) a record in writing is kept of a complaint 
made to the provider in respect of the pre-school service, and (b) the complaint is duly dealt 
with in accordance with the provider’s complaints policy.

(3) A record in writing referred to in paragraph (2)(a) shall— (a) include the nature of the 
complaint and the manner in which the complaint was dealt with, and (b) be open to inspection 
on the premises by an authorised person.

(4) A registered provider shall ensure that a record in writing referred to in paragraph (2)(a) 
is retained for a period of 2 years from the date on which the complaint has been dealt with. 24 
[221]

(5) The requirement in paragraph (4) is without prejudice to any requirement to retain the 
record in writing referred to in paragraph (2)(a) under any other enactment or rule of law. 

In the first instance, if a parent/guardian is experiencing an issue with a service provider, the 
Department encourages both the parent/guardian and the service provider to seek to resolve the 
issue between themselves using the service provider’s complaint policy.  The local City/County 
Childcare Committee may also provide assistance to both the parent/guardian and the service 
provider in order to resolve the issue. 

If the complaint is in relation to a breach of the DCYA childcare funding rules, the parent/
guardian should contact their local City/County Childcare Committee or Pobal who will esca-
late the issue to my Department if the issue  cannot be resolved.

If there is a concern that a child may have been, or is currently at risk of harm or neglect, 
Tusla should be contacted immediately.  However, if there is a concern that a child is at immedi-
ate risk, An Garda Síochána should be contacted immediately. 

The core principle underpinning all of the regulatory requirements in the Early Years sector 
is the health, safety and well being of children.  It must be noted that Tusla acts as an indepen-
dent legal entity with responsibility for supporting and promoting the development, welfare 
and protection of children, as such, it would be inappropriate for my Department to intervene 
in any way with the functions of a statutory regulator, who are tasked with investigating these 
complaints.

18/06/2019WRCC00500School Completion Programme

18/06/2019WRCC00600566. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her atten-
tion has been drawn to the need for expanded supports in the school completion programme at 
schools (details supplied); if her attention has been further drawn to the fact that a number of 
these schools have been affected by crime and gang violence making the broad supports that 
the programme provides to the schools even more important; the level of funding she plans to 
provide through the programme in the academic year 2019-2020; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24946/19]

18/06/2019WRCC00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am very con-
scious that the School Completion Programme (SCP) continues to deliver a valuable service 
for some of our most vulnerable young people. Currently, the SCP receives annual funding of 
24.7 million.

My Department works with the Educational Welfare Service (EWS) to ensure that necessary 
resources are available to support this programme and to ensure staffing levels are sufficient to 
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deliver a high quality service for those young people most at risk of early school leaving.  Tusla 
(EWS) has advised that the schools referred to by the Deputy are part of Together Opportunities 
for Education SCP (TOFE).  The funding  to TOFE SCP is €181,559. 

In recognition of the need for a strong policy platform for educational welfare services, 
including the SCP, I requested my officials establish a Task Group to support the further de-
velopment and integration of these services.  The work of this group is near completion and I 
am eager to ensure that output will result in a clear blueprint for the development of the three 
strands of the EWS, including the SCP.

A consultation event on the blueprint was held on June 10th where those working with vul-
nerable young people as part of the EWS had an opportunity to express their views and help 
shape the policy blueprint prior to its publication.

As part of the implementation of the actions contained in the blueprint I have requested that 
a new SCP scheme be scoped out and developed to ensure that its reach, resources and impact 
are maximised in supporting young people .

I can assure the Deputy that my Department and Tusla Educational Welfare Service are 
fully committed to the future of the School Completion Programme and will continue to work 
to ensure that it will deliver the best possible outcomes for young people at risk of early school-
leaving.

18/06/2019WRCC00800Departmental Reports

18/06/2019WRCC00900567. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when 
the final report of the national review panel on the abuse of children in the care of the health 
board-HSE (2003-2011), the summary report of which was published in May 2019, will be 
published; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25037/19]

18/06/2019WRCC01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am conscious 
that the abuse suffered by the young people at the centre of this very serious case disrupted and 
severely impacted their lives.  The summary report from the National Review Panel on this case 
was published on 28 May 2019.

I referred to the publication of the main report in my replies in this House on 28 May last.  
There is strong advice that it would not be appropriate for the full report to be published, and I 
have been advised that, separately, the National Review Panel and Tusla obtained legal advice 
on this.

Where there is such clear legal advice, it is wise for it to be respected, in particular where a 
case involves the statutory protection afforded the victims of rape who have been witnesses in 
criminal prosecutions.  

In my replies to the Deputy, I have given a clear indication that the summary report as pub-
lished did not compromise this advice and that the findings were both clear and comprehensive.

The summary report has placed into the public domain both the facts and the serious find-
ings about the management of this case, which took place when children’s social services came 
under the remit of the HSE.  It has done so while protecting the interests of the very vulnerable 
young people at the centre of the case, who, I understand, were consulted as part of the publica-
tion process.
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I am committed to ensuring that the recommendations of the report are fully implemented, 
and there are improvements to minimise the chances of such mistakes ever happening again.

18/06/2019WRCC01100Maternity Services

18/06/2019WRCC01200568. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the expen-
diture on baby boxes; the number distributed to date; if baby boxes are available at maternity 
hospitals nationally; if not, the estimated full-year cost of providing a baby box to mothers on 
the birth of a child; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25139/19]

18/06/2019WRCC01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The First 5 
Strategy was published in November of last year, followed in May of this year by the Imple-
mentation Plan for the first phase of implementation in 2019, 2020 and 2021. 

First 5 outlines Government’s intention to pilot the development and implementation of 
Baby Boxes and Book Bags initiatives to support parenting with a focus on parent-baby bond-
ing, information on baby development and early learning and promotion of baby safety.

Baby Boxes are packages of items and information to assist with the transition to parent-
hood including safety items, baby clothes, small toys, baby toothbrushes, and books to support 
early development.  The intention behind Baby Boxes is to welcome a new arrival to a family, 
acknowledging this very significant moment for parents.

As indicated in the Implementation Plan, an oversight group will be established later this 
year to lead the development of the pilot and scope to project to prepare for implementation and 
evaluation.

While resourcing has been secured through the Dormant Accounts Fund to progress the 
pilot, there has been no expenditure to date as this pilot has not yet begun. 

The pilot will consult to determine items for inclusion in the pack. Baby Boxes offer the 
opportunity to communicate important child development and safety messages and is an early 
opportunity to link with parents in need of support services. 

The cost of providing a Baby Box will of course be determined by the selection of items, 
as well as the design of the box and any logistical costs.  These have not yet been determined.  
However, by means of international comparison in Scotland, a very well equipped box is costed 
at £160 for the box alone.  The equivalent figure in Finland is €170.  There were just over 
61,000 births in Ireland in 2018.

There are some baby box schemes in operation via maternity hospitals and otherwise in dif-
ferent parts of the country but my Department is not involved in funding or co-ordinating these.

18/06/2019WRCC01400Childcare Services

18/06/2019WRCC01500569. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she has 
received correspondence from a person (details supplied); her views on the opinion expressed 
that the childcare industry is at breaking point; her further views on the points set out in the cor-
respondence; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25249/19]

18/06/2019WRCC01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In the first in-
stance I would state that there is little or no evidence that the early years sector is in crisis or that 
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providers are not signing up to administer Exchequer funded childcare schemes.  Whilst some 
providers are expressing dissatisfaction with the speed of change and enhanced governance 
requirements, many also acknowledge the unprecedented increase in investment  and supports. 
Indeed, with contracts for the 2019/20 childcare schemes going live in recent weeks, DCYA has 
seen a very significant early take up by service providers, far in excess of that we would have 
seen previously ( for example the new National Childcare Scheme has seen 1400 services sign 
up within 5 working days of the contract being available, this is far beyond the level of take 
up anticipated).  My Department has also been informed by Pobal that their Service Provider 
Helplines are seeing a relatively low number of calls-queries when compared with previous 
years.  The rules for ECCE scheme and the text of the National Childcare Scheme contracts for 
providers were published on 31st May, together with an Explanatory Guide covering all aspects 
of the NCS contractual requirements, including the rules relating to children’s attendance, and 
the general operational arrangements for the Scheme.  In addition, the Childcare Support Act 
2018 (Payment of Financial Support) Regulations, which are the regulations of most relevance 
to service providers, have been published, in draft form, so that childcare providers can be fully 
informed of the terms and conditions of the new Scheme before signing up.

There has been an unprecedented 117% increase in investment in the childcare sector over 
the last four budgets, now totalling  €575m per year. In securing these significant increases for 
early learning and care services, I rely substantially on a wide ranging evidence base to under-
pin my Estimates submissions.  This evidence base is greatly assisted by information obtained 
directly from early learning and care services, primarily through the annual early years sector 
profile survey conducted by Pobal. 

Given the large amount of public money that is invested by the Exchequer in funding child-
care programmes, there needs to be an appropriate level of oversight and accountability.  A high 
level of compliance with programme rules is vital to maintaining existing investment as well as 
ensuring future investment. It is a requirement that services operating the Early Learning and 
Care and School Age Childcare programmes, funded by my Department, must be compliant 
with the ‘Rules for DCYA childcare funding programmes’ which are prepared having regard 
to relevant central Government rules and guidance around the administration of State funded 
schemes.  Compliance with these Rules is overseen by Pobal on behalf of my Department. Sub-
sidies for the Early Learning and Care and School Age Childcare programmes are paid based on 
attendance (not enrolment).  This is a vital governance component of the funding for which my 
Department is responsible.  It is in recognition of this work that I introduced Programme Sup-
port Payments for Early Years service providers a number of years ago, now valued at €19.4m 
per annum.  Each provider receives an annual lump sum over the summer in this regard.

The National Childcare Scheme (NCS), when introduced later this year, will represent a 
major landmark for all children and families in Ireland, and especially for lower income fami-
lies and lone parents.  It can be accessed by all families and not just those working or study-
ing full time.  The new Scheme will replace the existing targeted childcare schemes with a 
single, streamlined and user-friendly scheme.  It entails a fundamental shift away from subsi-
dies grounded in medical card and social protection entitlements, and towards a comprehensive 
and progressive system of universal and income-based subsidies.  By making this shift, and 
by tangibly reducing the cost of quality childcare for thousands of families across Ireland, the 
Scheme aims to improve children’s outcomes, support lifelong learning, make work pay and 
reduce child poverty.  It is also designed to have a positive impact on gender equality in relation 
to labour market participation and employment opportunities.

Under the auspices of the campaign, a dedicated website was launched, information packs 
issued to every service provider in the country, and a nationwide training programme for pro-
viders commenced.  This programme delivers training across multiple platforms, including 
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classroom-based and online.  It is designed to meet the needs of busy childcare providers and to 
ensure that they are well prepared to operate the Scheme in advance of its launch.  Communica-
tions and training sessions have been very positively received to date: as of now, 3,520 child-
care professionals have attended NCS Phase 1 training.  Phase 2 of the training will commence 
in the coming weeks.  This training is designed to be comprehensive and ensure that providers 
are prepared and confident to operate the Scheme once it opens.

The new National Childcare Scheme is designed to be flexible, recognising that childcare 
needs are different for each family.  In creating a single, national scheme, it was important to 
recognise these differences and create a system that could respond to them without affecting 
service operations for providers.  For this reason, subsidies will be awarded as an hourly rate, 
along with a maximum number of hours for which that rate is payable.  The hourly rate of sub-
sidy illustrates to parents their level of subsidy and will not affect service operations.  Parents 
and providers will continue to work together, as they currently do, to decide on the amount of 
childcare that is needed and can be provided.  Providers will continue to set their own fees, ses-
sions and admissions policies; there is no change to this.  The scheme will pay subsidies based 
on the hours of care agreed between the provider and the parent, up to the maximum hours 
awarded to the parent.  Providers are not required to change their operations to run their services 
on an hourly basis.

As regards the workforce issues mentioned. the Early Learning and Care (ELC) and School 
Aged Care (SAC) sector is recognised as a sector in which low pay and high turnover of staff 
are common.  The 7% increase in ECCE capitation I secured from September 2018 was de-
signed to specifically target these areas and support employers to improve terms and conditions.  
I look forward to seeing the result of this initiative in the sector profile survey for 2019.  Further, 
I have been a strong advocate of a  Sectoral Employment Order (SEO) as a mechanism to ad-
dress issues of pay and conditions in the early years sector.  An SEO would provide for manda-
tory terms and conditions in the childcare sector, minimum rates of remuneration, pensions, and 
sick leave along with a dispute resolution procedure but will require an employee representative 
body to progress.

In addition, First 5, the Whole of Government Strategy for Babies, Young Children and 
their Families, includes a commitment to review the funding model for the ELC sector, under 
which employers will be supported to provide more favourable working conditions to attract 
and retain staff.  The new funding model will leverage additional investment for certain criteria, 
for example, better pay, or full implementation of the curriculum.  It is envisaged that this may 
open up alternative mechanisms by which the State could incentivise services to meet national 
standards in relation to wages and/or working conditions.  Officials from my Department have 
commenced work on the development of a Workforce Development Plan, which will identify 
practical steps to achieve First 5 commitments.

Other initiatives I have introduced which have assisted  in improving conditions in the sec-
tor include: 

 - The development of paid CPD (continuous professional development)

 - Development of multi-award winning training opportunities  (LINC)

 - Enhanced career options for graduate staff which includes Inspector positions in Tusla, the 
Department of Education Early Years Inspectorate, and positions to support quality and inclu-
sion development within Better Start.

 - Additional investment in higher capitation in relation to the Early Childhood Care and 
Education (ECCE) programme  which has seen the number of services employing graduates  
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rise from 11% to 50% and attracts €24m of additional funding annually

 - The incentivisation of school age childcare services to enable part time Early Learning 
and Care services offer full time contracts to staff 

From September 2018, all children meeting the minimum age requirement of 2 years and 8 
months are eligible for a full two programme years on the Early Childhood Care and Education 
programme (ECCE).  This measure refines the development introduced the previous year and 
increases the duration of each registered child on ECCE from a previous average of 61 weeks, 
to a potential duration of 76 weeks (two programme years).  This delivers fully on a commit-
ment in the Programme for a Partnership Government that is good for children, families and 
Early Years providers. 

As regards issues of consultation, both my Department and I are very active in our consulta-
tions with the early years sector.  These consultations are both formal, through structures such 
as the Early Years Forum, stakeholder groups established as part of the NCS project, various 
Open Policy Debates held each year; and informal, through almost daily meetings and other 
interactions with front line service professionals, providers and representative groups.

Finally, to address the issue of tax credits, the possibility of allowing a tax credit to parents 
for the provision of childcare was discussed by the Inter-Departmental Group (IDG) on Future 
Investment in Childcare in Ireland.  The purpose of the group was “..to identify and assess 
policies and future options for increasing the quality, accessibility (including supply) and af-
fordability of early years and school-age care and education services in Ireland.”  The report of 
the IDG was published on 22nd July 2015.  The IDG considered both supply and demand side 
measures in terms of supporting parents by removing barriers including the specific issue of 
affordability.  The Group was particularly mindful of the views expressed in the consultation 
with parents regarding the possible introduction of a tax credit.  Looking at the current mix of 
universal and targeted schemes, and having considered the option of a tax credit, the Group 
concluded that investment in supply side measures was strategically optimal in achieving the 
combined objectives of affordability, accessibility and quality.  In comparison with other mea-
sures, the introduction of a tax credit does not bring sufficient impact to the policy objectives.  
In particular, the Group was concerned that a tax credit measure would not necessarily achieve 
that purpose.  Further information from the report of the IDG is available on my Department’s 
website: www.dcya.gov.ie.

18/06/2019WRCC01700Guardians Ad Litem

18/06/2019WRCC01800570. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the cost of 
guardians ad litem; the number employed by Tusla in each of the years 2017 and 2018; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [25257/19]

18/06/2019WRCC01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Guardians Ad 
Litem are appointed by judges in child care proceedings under Section 26 of the Child Care Act, 
1991.  The role and function of a Guardian ad litem is to inform the court of the child’s views 
and to advise the court of what, in the Guardian Ad Litem’s professional opinion, is in the best 
interests of the child.

The 1991 Act obliges Tusla, the Child and Family Agency to pay costs (fees, travel, and 
legal representation) incurred by Guardians ad litem in the performance of their functions and 
otherwise gives it no role. 

I am advised that there are in the region of seventy-five Guardians Ad Litem operating in the 
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Courts at present. Guardians ad litem are not employed by Tusla. The report of the Child Care 
Law Reporting Project suggested that Guardians Ad Litem are appointed in 53% of child care 
proceedings nationally.  The report found that in the Dublin Metropolitan District, Guardians 
Ad Litem were appointed in almost 70% of proceedings, while in Galway, the appointment rate 
was as low as 13%. 

During 2017, Guardians Ad Litem were paid €7.67m in fees by Tusla, while in 2018 €8.44m 
was paid.  Legal fees incurred by Guardians Ad Litem amounted to a further €6.33m in 2017 
and €6.21m in 2018.

Work on the reform of Guardian ad Litem arrangements is underway.  In December 2017, 
the Government approved the establishment of a new national Guardian ad litem service within 
an executive office of the Department of Children and Youth Affairs

The Child Care (Amendment) Bill 2019, which is close to publication, includes a presump-
tion in favour of the appointment of a Guardian Ad Litem for all children in child care proceed-
ings. 

It will also provide for the establishment of an executive office within my Department, 
which will employ Guardians ad litem and also establish a panel of Guardians Ad Litem who 
will provide services as independent contractors.

18/06/2019WRCC02000Adoption Records Provision

18/06/2019WRCC02100571. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the procedure 
in respect of an adopted person who wishes to trace personal information such as his or her birth 
certificate and file in respect of his or her adoption; the number of such information requests 
Tusla has received in the past five years; the number responded to with comprehensive informa-
tion, including file information on the person; the number on hold pending further information; 
the number of requests in which information required in respect of a person has been made 
subject to an application to the adoption contact register; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [25274/19]

18/06/2019WRCC02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the subject 
matter of the Deputy’s question relates to an operational matter for Tusla, I have referred the 
matter to them for a direct reply.

18/06/2019WRCC02300Adoption Authority of Ireland Data

18/06/2019WRCC02400572. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of applications in each year since 2013 to the adoption contact register; the number that have 
been successful, the number that have been unsuccessful and the number pending a reply, re-
spectively; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25275/19]

18/06/2019WRCC02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the subject 
matter of the Deputy’s question relates to an operational matter for the Adoption Authority of 
Ireland, I have referred the matter to it for a direct reply.

18/06/2019WRCC02600Adoption Data



18 June 2019

257

18/06/2019WRCC02700573. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the estimated 
number of improper adoption arrangements by religious bodies, nursing homes and other bod-
ies in which no detailed records were kept; her views on the prevalence of this practice in the 
past; the number of persons affected; the steps taken to contact those affected; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [25276/19]

18/06/2019WRCC02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): By definition, 
it is impossible to estimate with any accuracy, the number of instances of practices that were 
irregular or improper, for which no records were kept.  What I can say is that my focus and pri-
ority is the enactment of the Adoption ( Information & Tracing ) Bill 2016, as some of the key 
provisions of this Bill will ensure that records are identified, safeguarded and indexed, and that 
Tusla can provide an effective and efficient information and tracing service to adoptees, people 
whose birth was illegally registered and others. 

We are aware of concerns arising from the Saint Patrick’s Guild files, where evidence of il-
legal birth registrations was uncovered.  The process of contacting those individuals is continu-
ing.  The Deputy will be aware of the sampling review process currently underway, to establish 
if there are markers on other files to indicate the same practice.

Further to this the remit of the Mother and Baby Home Commission includes several spe-
cific areas of practice and procedure in the care, welfare, entry arrangements and exit pathways 
for the women and children who were in the named 14 institutions.  The Commission’s terms of 
reference include the examination of issues such as irregular procedures related to consent that 
may have been in place within the named institutions, as set out as follows:

VII. For children who did not remain in the care of their parents, to examine exit pathways 
on leaving these institutions so as to establish patterns of referral or relevant relationships with 
other entities, and in particular to identify-(a) the extent to which the child’s welfare and protec-
tion were considered in practices relating to their placement in Ireland or abroad;(b) the extent 
of participation of mothers in relevant decisions, including (i) the procedures that were in place 
to obtain consent from mothers in respect of adoption, and (ii) whether these procedures were 
adequate for the purpose of ensuring such consent was full, free and informed; and (c) the 
practices and procedures for placement of children where there was cooperation with another 
person or persons in arranging this placement, this to include where an intermediary organisa-
tion arranged a subsequent placement.

The report and any findings or recommendations made therein cannot be pre-empted.  The 
Commission is due to submit its final report to me in February 2020.

18/06/2019WRCC02900Home Schooling

18/06/2019WRCC03000574. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the position 
regarding the role of Tusla in inspecting home schooling facilities; the contact details for the 
section related to inspecting home schooling; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[25369/19]

18/06/2019WRCC03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Under the Edu-
cation (Welfare) Act, 2000 every child being educated in a place other than a recognised school 
must be registered with Tusla - Child and Family Agency, Alternative Education and Assess-
ment Registration Service (AEARS).

The process of registration involves assessment by the AEARS of the education that is be-
ing proposed to be provided and education being provided to the child.  The purpose of this 
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assessment is to determine if the child will receive a certain minimum education.  To apply for 
registration the child must be resident in the State and

 - have reached the age of 6 and is not older than 16 or

 - if aged 16, has not completed 3 years of post-primary education and has not yet reached 
the age of 18. 

While there is no legal requirement for a child to register if the child is over 16 and has com-
pleted 3 years post primary education, applications will be processed if parent(s)/ guardian(s) 
choose to apply once the child is under 18 years of age. 

Parent(s)/guardian(s) must apply for registration by completing the R1 Home Education 
Application Form providing details of the proposed education provision.

Contact details:

Alternative Education Assessment and Registration Service

Tusla – Child and Family Agency

Floor 4, Brunel Building   

Heuston South Quarter 

Dublin 8

Telephone: 01 771 8638 or 01 7718 500, Email: homeeducation@tusla.ie  .

Information for parents and guardians in respect of Educational Welfare Services is avail-
able at the following link:-

https://www.tusla.ie/services/educational-welfare-services/information-for-parents-and-
guardians/

18/06/2019WRCC03200Departmental Properties

18/06/2019WRCC03300575. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
amount of land purchased and leased by size and amount expended in the past five years to date; 
the location of same; the term of the lease and amount expended per year in cases in which land 
is leased; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25379/19]

18/06/2019WRCC03400576. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of buildings and property purchased and leased and the amount expended in the past 
five years to date; the location of same; the term of the lease and the amount expended per 
year in cases in which properties are leased; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[25396/19]

18/06/2019WRCC03500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 575 and 576 together.

My Department has not purchased or leased any land, property or buildings in the last five 
years.  The Deputy might note that the Office of Public Works holds the lease for my Depart-
ment’s HQ at Miesian Plaza and previously at Mespil Road. 

However, my Department has a number of staff co-located with Pobal since September 
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2017 working on the development of the National Childcare Scheme.  There is an agreement 
in place in relation to sharing of office hosting costs and my Department has incurred costs of 
€0.244 million to date.  The agreement is expected to terminate in December 2019 with an es-
timated further €58,000 to be incurred.

18/06/2019WRCC03700Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme

18/06/2019WRCC03800577. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment if he will establish an interdepartmental group to develop a new programme of action and 
resources for areas experiencing cumulative disadvantage and affected by serious anti-social 
and criminal behaviour. [24925/19]

18/06/2019WRCC03900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment has many programmes in place to assist disadvantaged areas affected by the issues out-
lined in the question. 

For example, in Dublin, the SICAP programme will provide €9.7m in 2019 giving vital 
support to those community groups and individuals most in need.  In addition, under the Com-
munity Enhancement Programme (CEP) my Department allocated €675k to the Dublin area in 
2019 so that community groups could avail of small capital grants.

The Local Community Development Committee (LCDC) in each area manages the SICAP 
programme and administers the CEP at a local level to ensure the funding is targeted to address 
disadvantage.

LCDCs play a key role in tackling issues in disadvantaged areas, bringing a more coordi-
nated, whole-of-Government approach to local and community development.  They are best 
placed to ensure that state funding is channelled to those areas and communities most in need.

My Department will continue to work with Local Authorities through the LCDCs to ensure 
that appropriate local plans are developed and available resources are targeted effectively to 
support the development of vibrant and sustainable communities. 

18/06/2019WRCC04000Community Enhancement Programme

18/06/2019WRCC04100578. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if his 
attention has been drawn to the threat to the viability of a community centre (details supplied) 
in Dublin 15; if assistance will be provided to ensure the centre is rebuilt to comply with new 
building rules and regulations and can continue to operate; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24904/19]

18/06/2019WRCC04200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment supports Local Community Development Committees (LCDCs) who are responsible 
for the delivery of the community elements of their Local Economic and Community Plans 
(LECPs).  These plans, adopted in each local authority area, identify local needs, such as essen-
tial community infrastructure, in each area including the area referenced in Dublin 15.

Community facilities are funded from a range of sources; including via schemes and pro-
grammes provided by my Department which provides a range of supports to communities na-
tionwide, helping citizens to participate in the development of their communities and providing 
funding to improve facilities. 
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For example, the Community Enhancement Programme funded capital projects to the total 
value of €12.5m in 2018 and can be used to contribute towards the renovation of community 
infrastructure.  Funding of €4.5m is bring provided nationally under this programme in 2019.  
The Community Enhancement Programme is administered locally by the LCDC in each Local 
Authority area.

18/06/2019WRCC04300RAPID Programme

18/06/2019WRCC04400579. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 278 of 18 April 2019, if the information has been collated 
(details supplied). [24990/19]

18/06/2019WRCC04500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I refer to the 
reply to Question No. 278 of 18 April 2019 which provided information on the amounts allo-
cated to each local authority area for the schemes and years referenced. 

The 2017 and 2018 amounts have issued from this Department to the Local Community 
Development Committees (LCDCs) that administer the schemes. The 2019 amounts will issue 
during quarter 3 of this year.

A list of approved projects for 2017 and 2018 was provided in the previous response, how-
ever, a list of the amounts paid out by the LCDCs to community groups is not yet available.  To 
allow community groups time to complete the work necessary to draw down the funding, an 
extension to end June 2019 has been provided for use of these funds.  In July, the Department 
will compile a list of the payments provided by LCDCs to community groups.  A copy will be 
provided to the Deputy at that stage

A copy of the response to the previous question (No. 278 of 18 April 2019) is provided as 
follows for completeness.

Response to previous question (No. 278 of 18 April 2019) 

The nationwide re-cast RAPID programme and the Communities Facilities Scheme were 
launched for the first time in 2017.  €65,000 was allocated to and paid to each local authority 
area under each scheme, a total of €130,000 for each area and €4m across the country.

In 2018, these two programmes were replaced by the Community Enhancement Programme 
(CEP), which received total funding of €13m in 2018, including €0.5m that was ring-fenced for 
Men’s Sheds.  The 2019 CEP has recently been launched with funding of €4.5m.  The amount 
allocated to each local authority area is shown in the below table for 2018 and 2019.  The 2018 
amounts have been paid out by this Department.  The 2019 amounts have not yet been paid out.

All of these three programmes were administered by Local Community Development Com-
mittees (LCDCs), with support from the local authorities.  Local Development Committees 
(LDCs) were not involved in that process.

Lists of approved projects under the 2017 Communities Facilities Scheme, the 2017 RAPID 
programme, and the 2018 CEP are provided in the below links. In some cases there is a delay 
in drawdown of this funding by community groups, for example, due to a delay in completing 
the approved work.  This causes a delay in having final figures for some areas.  The Department 
has written to the LCDC in each area asking for confirmation of final amounts provided to com-
munity groups and will provide this to the Deputy when it is available.  It is not anticipated that 
there will be any significant difference between the amounts paid out by the Department to each 
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LCDC/LA and the amounts paid out by that LCDC/LA to community groups.

Local Authority area 2018 CEP Allocation 2019 CEP Allocation
Carlow €259,285 €134,206
Cavan €274,141 €134,757
Clare €336,239 €139,257
Cork City €472,567 €149,241
Cork €650,400 €160,762
Donegal €632,449 €159,461
Dublin City €1,364,607 €212,306
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown €369,788 €142,108
Fingal €493,131 €150,521
Galway City €233,676 €132,455
Galway €397,778 €143,401
Kerry €382,630 €142,409
Kildare €468,672 €148,013
Kilkenny €289,901 €136,319
Laois €294,177 €136,524
Leitrim €189,068 €129,223
Limerick €542,485 €152,942
Longford €234,155 €132,385
Louth €418,627 €145,542
Mayo €425,542 €145,203
Meath €393,662 €142,893
Monaghan €238,172 €132,571
Offaly €322,142 €138,550
Roscommon €248,252 €133,301
Sligo €263,402 €134,084
South Dublin €750,743 €169,399
Tipperary €486,017 €149,690
Waterford €402,777 €144,499
Westmeath €303,516 €136,571
Wexford €494,079 €150,065
Wicklow €367,921 €141,343
Total €13,000,000 €4,500,000

Details on approved projects for the 2017 Communities Facilities Fund are on the following 
link:

https://drcd.gov.ie/community/communities-facilities-scheme/  

Details on approved projects for the 2017 RAPID programme are on the following link:

https://drcd.gov.ie/revitalising-areas-by-planning-investment-and-development-rapid/   

Details on approved projects for the 2018 Community Enhancement Programme are on the 
following link:

https://drcd.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/CEP-Jan-2019-Project-approvals.pdf  

Details on approved projects for the 2018 Men’s Shed fund (under the Community En-
hancement Programme) are on the following link:
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https://drcd.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/Mens-Sheds-Funding-Jan-2019.pdf   

18/06/2019WRCC04600Community Enhancement Programme Funding

18/06/2019WRCC04700580. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that a group (details supplied) has been excluded from 
availing of the grant from the men’s sheds fund; the reason for this exclusion; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25059/19]

18/06/2019WRCC04800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): In 2019, 
my Department is providing funding of €4.5m for community groups through its Community 
Enhancement Programme (CEP).  An additional €0.5m has been ring-fenced under the Pro-
gramme for provision to Men’s (and Women’s) Sheds.  This funding provides small grants to 
enable sheds to purchase equipment or to carry out minor works to their premises .  

To quality for this ring-fenced fund, sheds must be affiliated to the Irish Men’s Sheds Asso-
ciation.  All other groups, including the group referenced in the question, were eligible to apply 
for funding under the main CEP, under which €4.5m is available in 2019.

I note that in 2018, the group in question was approved for €1,000 under the main CEP, and 
LEADER funding of €3,696, also provided by my Department.

18/06/2019WRCC04900Departmental Properties

18/06/2019WRCC05000581. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the amount of land purchased and leased by size and amount expended in the past five 
years to date; the location of same; the term of the lease and amount expended per year in cases 
in which land is leased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25391/19]

18/06/2019WRCC05100582. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the number of buildings and property purchased and leased and the amount expended in 
the past five years to date; the location of same; the term of the lease and the amount expended 
per year in cases in which properties are leased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25408/19]

18/06/2019WRCC05200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 581 and 582 together.

My Department was established on 19 July 2017.  My Department has two location, Trinity 
Point, Dublin, and Government Buildings, Ballina.

Both of these properties are leased by the Office of Public Works on our behalf. No property 
has been purchased by my Department.

18/06/2019WRCC05400Direct Provision Payments

18/06/2019WRCC05500583. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the amount paid to an adult living in direct provision; the amount given for each 
child living in direct provision; and his plans to increase the amount given to each. [25267/19]

18/06/2019WRCC05600614. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
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tion the estimated full-year cost of increasing the allowance for children in direct provision 
from €29.80 to €31, €32, €33, €34 and €35, respectively, in tabular form; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [25111/19]

18/06/2019WRCC05700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 583 and 614 together.

The Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection administers the daily ex-
penses allowance which is paid to applicants for international protection who live in the direct 
provision system where they are provided with full board, accommodation and other services 
by the Reception and Integration Agency of the Department of Justice and Equality.

The Government has provided €9.38 million for the allowance in 2019.  The weekly rates 
of payment were increased in Budget 2019 from €21.60 per adult and per child to €38.80 per 
adult and to €29.80 per child.

There are approximately 4,280 adults and 1,750 children residing in the system of direct 
provision in respect of whom daily expenses allowance is being paid.  The full-year costs, based 
on current numbers, of increasing the weekly child rate from €29.80 to €31.00, €32.00, €33.00, 
€34.00 and €35.00 are provided in the following tabular statements.

Any increases to the rate of daily expenses allowance would have to be approved by Gov-
ernment and considered in a budgetary context. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Tabular Statement : Cost of Increasing Child Rate of Daily Expenses Allowance 

Proposed Rate  Additional full year cost to increase child rate from €29.80 to amount shown
Increase to €31 €109,200
Increase to €32 €200,200
Increase to €33 €291,200
Increase to €34 €382,200
Increase to €35 €473,200

18/06/2019WRCC05800Proposed Legislation

18/06/2019WRCC05900584. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a general scheme of a Bill to extending social protection supports to the self-
employed will be published; and will she make a statement on the matter. [24849/19]

18/06/2019WRCC06000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
General Scheme of the Social Welfare Bill, 2019 which provides for the introduction of a new 
social insurance benefit scheme, to be known as Jobseeker’s Benefit (self-employed), which 
will support those who lose their self-employment and are covered by social insurance, was 
published at the end of April and can be found on my Department’s website at: www.welfare.
ie/en/Pages/Bills-2019.aspx.

Since then, my Department has been working closely with the Office of the Parliamentary 
Counsel to draft the Bill.  This work is now very well-advanced and I expect to be in a posi-
tion to bring the text of the Bill to Government in the coming weeks to secure approval for its 
publication and early introduction to the Dail.  It is my intention that the new scheme will come 
into operation in November of this year.



Questions - Written Answers

264

The introduction of this new scheme, which aims to provide an income safety net to people 
setting up or running their own businesses, represents the latest step in the Government’s work 
to  extend PRSI benefits to the self-employed.  It follows on the extension of the Treatment 
Benefits scheme and the Invalidity Pension scheme to the self-employed in recent years.

18/06/2019WRCC06100Domiciliary Care Allowance Review

18/06/2019WRCC06200585. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her plans to review entitlement to domiciliary care allowance; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24858/19]

18/06/2019WRCC06300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): In line with other Social Welfare schemes, Domiciliary Care Al-
lowance (DCA) is subject to review to ensure that the qualifying conditions for the scheme 
continue to be met. 

In the case of DCA, scheduled eligibility reviews were suspended in May 2012 pending a 
review of the operation of the scheme and have remained suspended in the intervening period 
for a number of operational reasons, including introducing the recommendations of the report 
on the review of the scheme and the assignment of all available staff resources to process the 
increased volume of applications received in recent years.  New claims are currently processed 
in line with the departmental standard (90% to be processed within 10 weeks), with claims fi-
nalised on average within 10 weeks.

The re-introduction of eligibility reviews at this time, is made possible in the context of hav-
ing sufficient staff resources available to undertake reviews, without impacting on new claim 
processing times.  It also fulfils the requirement to have proper control and oversight of claims 
in payment, as required by the comptroller and auditor general.

Eligibility for DCA is not based on the child’s particular disability or the severity of the 
condition, but rather on the additional care needs arising from the disability.  So the purpose of 
the review is to assess the child’s current care needs, which may have changed over time as the 
child developed and as a result of receiving appropriate treatment/support.

The number of reviews will be small, initially 100 per month, from the 44,000 children 
currently in receipt of the allowance.  The re-introduction of reviews has been discussed and 
agreed with the DCA Implementation group, comprising departmental staff and representatives 
of parent groups (NGOs).

Information notices have been sent to all groups and made available to Citizens Information 
Offices setting out the exact nature of the review programme and stressing the small number of 
reviews to be undertaken.

The timeline for completing review forms has been extended to 5 months, to allow parent 
sufficient time to gather any information they require to support their review.  The Department 
has also committed to reverting to the parent before making a final decision, in the event that the 
decision would be negative, to give them a final chance to submit any additional information to 
support their ongoing eligibility to the allowance.

The Department will deal sensitively with any question raised by a parent who has any con-
cern in relation to ongoing eligibility. 

Children recommended by the department’s medical advisors, as not requiring review due 
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to their particular disability, will be exempted.  Some 15% of claims are marked as ‘not to be 
reviewed’, due to the severity of the disability of the child.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRDD00200Disability Allowance Applications

18/06/2019WRDD00300586. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if an application for disability allowance by a person (details supplied) will be priori-
tised; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24873/19]

18/06/2019WRDD00400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I can confirm that my department received an application for dis-
ability allowance (DA) from this gentleman on 17 April 2019.  

On 11 June 2019 the person concerned was requested to supply supporting documentation 
required by the deciding officer in order to make a decision on his eligibility.  On receipt of this 
information a decision will be made on his DA application and the person concerned will be 
notified of the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRDD00500Domiciliary Care Allowance Review

18/06/2019WRDD00600587. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the process by which a randomised review will be carried out of the claims of those in 
receipt of domiciliary care allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24875/19]

18/06/2019WRDD00700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): In line with other Social Welfare schemes, Domiciliary Care Al-
lowance (DCA) is subject to review to ensure that the qualifying conditions for the scheme 
continue to be met. 

In the case of DCA, scheduled eligibility reviews were suspended in May 2012 pending a 
review of the operation of the scheme and have remained suspended in the intervening period 
for a number of operational reasons, including introducing the recommendations of  the report 
on the review of the scheme and the assignment of all available staff resources to process the 
increased volume of applications received in recent years.  New claims are currently processed 
in line with the departmental standard (90% to be processed within 10 weeks), with claims fi-
nalised on average within 10 weeks.

The re-introduction of eligibility reviews at this time, is made possible in the context of hav-
ing sufficient staff resources available to undertake reviews , without impacting on new claim 
processing times.   It also fulfils the requirement to have proper control and oversight of claims 
in payment, as required by the comptroller and auditor general.

Eligibility for DCA is not based on the child’s particular disability or the severity of the 
condition, but rather on the additional care needs arising from the disability.  So the purpose of 
the review is to assess the child’s current care needs, which may have changed over time as the 
child developed and as a result of receiving appropriate treatment/support.

The number of reviews will be small, initially 100 per month, from the 44,000 children 



Questions - Written Answers

266

currently in receipt of the allowance. The re-introduction of reviews has been discussed and 
agreed with the DCA Implementation group, comprising departmental staff and representatives 
of parent groups (NGOs).  

Information notices have been sent to all groups and made available to Citizens Information 
Offices setting out the exact nature of the review programme and stressing the small number of 
reviews to be undertaken.

The timeline for completing review forms has been extended to 5 months, to allow parent 
sufficient time to gather any information they require to support their review.  The Department 
has also committed to reverting to the parent before making a final decision, in the event that the 
decision would be negative, to give them a final chance to submit any additional information to 
support their ongoing eligibility to the allowance.

The Department will deal sensitively with any question raised by a parent who has any con-
cern in relation to ongoing eligibility. 

Children recommended by the departments medical advisors,  as not requiring review due 
to their particular disability, will be exempted.  Some 15% of claims are marked as ‘not to be 
reviewed’, due to the severity of the disability of the child.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRDD00800Social Welfare Appeals Delays

18/06/2019WRDD00900588. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the reason for the delay in an appeal by a person (details supplied); when a decision 
will be made; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24878/19]

18/06/2019WRDD01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
am advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an appeal by the person concerned was 
registered in that office on 14 February 2019.  The case was assigned to an Appeals Officer 
who, having fully considered all of the available evidence, decided to disallow the appeal of 
the person concerned by way of a summary decision.  The person concerned was notified of the 
Appeals Officer’s decision on 10 June 2019. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRDD01100Pensions Reform

18/06/2019WRDD01200589. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection her views on the cuts to be made to pensions (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [24887/19]

18/06/2019WRDD01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
introduction of a Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to establishing the level of entitlement 
for all new state pension contributory claims was signalled by the then Government in the Na-
tional Pensions Framework in 2010.  At that time it set a target date of 2020 for the implementa-
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tion of TCA.  More recently, the Roadmap for Pensions Reform 2018-2023 targeted implemen-
tation of the TCA from Q3 of 2020.  This is subject to the necessary legislation being enacted 
and supporting structures being in place.   Consultation is a very important part of the develop-
ment and design of the new pension.  With this in mind, I launched a public consultation on the 
design of the TCA on the 28th of May 2018 to which a wide variety of stakeholder groups were 
invited.  A number of workshops were also held on the day to elicit views and feedback. Shortly 
afterwards, Oireachtas members were invited to a detailed briefing by my officials in Leinster 
House.  The consultation was open for over 3 months and the Department received almost 300 
responses from individuals and organisations.  Those submissions outlined the views of respon-
dents on the issues of most interest to them including how self-employed people and Class S 
PRSI contributions since 1988 could be treated.

Having carefully examined the outputs of the consultation process, my Department is now 
designing the scheme and I intend to shortly bring a proposal to Government setting out that 
design.  When the Government has agreed the approach to be taken, I will initiate the work 
required to introduce this reform.  

I believe that the Deputy’s comments are a reference to a story printed in a farming publica-
tion recently, which made erroneous claims about this reform.  I am informed that the publica-
tion in question has since then published a correction. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRDD01400Community Employment Schemes Data

18/06/2019WRDD01500590. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the average cost of a community employment scheme employee; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24903/19]

18/06/2019WRDD01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Community Employment (CE) schemes are typically sponsored by groups (known as CE Spon-
sors) wishing to benefit the local community.  Such schemes provide a valuable service to local 
communities, while at the same time, providing training and educational opportunities to job 
seekers. 

The CE Programme has an annual budget of €345.115m.  At the end of May 2019, there 
were 21,505 CE participants and 1,310 CE Supervisors/Assistant Supervisors employed on CE 
schemes. 

The weekly average cost per participant is €305.17.  The average participant cost includes 
all associated scheme costs including the training and materials costs and the participant and 
supervisor wages, which are necessary for the effective operation of the scheme. 

The Government is very conscious of the role CE schemes play to support the delivery of 
vital services in local communities. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRDD01700Carer’s Allowance Applications

18/06/2019WRDD01800591. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if an application will be expedited for a carer’s allowance for a person (details supplied). 
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[24912/19]

18/06/2019WRDD01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 5 March 2019.

As the spouse of applicant is self-employed, additional information was requested by a de-
ciding officer from the person concerned on 10 June 2019.  Once the information is received the 
application will be processed and she will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRDD02000Carer’s Benefit Applications

18/06/2019WRDD02100592. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a decision will be made on a carer’s benefit application by a person (details 
supplied) in County Donegal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24914/19]

18/06/2019WRDD02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s benefit (CARB) is a PRSI based payment, made to a person who is providing full-time 
care and attention to a child or an adult who has such a disability that as a result they require 
that level of care.

Before a decision can be made on entitlement to CARB, evidence must be provided in re-
spect of the care recipient’s care requirement, the level of care the carer provides, the carer’s 
hours of employment and their PRSI record.  

An application for CARB was received from the person concerned on 28 March 2019. 

Additional information in relation to the person’s application was requested by a deciding 
officer on 12 June 2019.

Once the information is received the application will be processed without delay and the 
person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy  .

18/06/2019WRDD02300Invalidity Pension Applications

18/06/2019WRDD02400593. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if a decision will be expedited on an invalidity pension claim by a person (details supplied) 
in County Cork. [24920/19]

18/06/2019WRDD02500Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions. 

To qualify for IP a claimant must, inter-alia, have at least 260 (5 years) paid PRSI contribu-
tions since entering social insurance and 48 contributions paid or credited in the last or second 
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last complete contribution year before the relevant date for their claim. 

The department received a claim for IP for the gentleman concerned on 21 March 2019.  
The claim was disallowed on 09 April 2019 on the grounds that the contribution conditions 
under national legislation for the scheme were not satisfied.  

EU Regulations provide that insurance contributions made in any other EU Member State 
may be aggregated with Irish contributions in order to satisfy the contribution conditions for IP.   
A request was sent to the UK social security authorities requesting the gentleman’s UK insur-
ance record.  Upon receipt of same, the IP claim will be finalised as soon as possible and he will 
be notified directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRDD02600Disability Allowance Applications

18/06/2019WRDD02700594. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when a disability allowance will be finalised for a person (details supplied) in County Cork. 
[24963/19]

18/06/2019WRDD02800Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Following a successful appeal, this lady has been awarded dis-
ability allowance (DA) with effect from 9 May 2018.  The first payment will be made by her 
chosen payment method on 19 June 2019. 

Arrears of payment due, have issued to the person concerned.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRDD02900Carer’s Benefit Eligibility

18/06/2019WRDD03000595. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her views on a criterion set out for carer’s benefit (details supplied); if she will review and 
reform the criteria; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24976/19]

18/06/2019WRDD03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Government acknowledges the important role that family carers play and is fully committed 
to supporting carers in that role through a range of supports and services. This commitment is 
recognised in both the Programme for Government and the National Carers’ Strategy.  The main 
income supports provided by my Department are Carer’s Allowance, Carer’s Benefit and the 
Carer’s Support Grant.

Carer’s Benefit is a payment made to insured people who leave the workforce to care for a 
person or persons in need of full-time care and attention. It is payable for a maximum period of 
104 weeks in respect of each person receiving care.  It can be taken in one single period or in 
separate periods as long as the combined total does not exceed 104 weeks for each care recipi-
ent. 

Being a full-time carer means that the carer must be living with or in a position to provide 
full-time care and attention to a person in need of care who is not living in an institution.  How-
ever, Carer’s Benefit can continue to be paid on a short-term basis and the carer continues to 
be regarded as providing full-time care and attention, if they or the person being cared for is 
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having medical or other treatment in a hospital or other institution for a period not longer than 
13 weeks. This conditionality is set out in the respective legislative provisions governing the 
Carer’s Allowance, Carer’s Benefit, Domiciliary Care Allowance and Carer’s Support Grant 
schemes. 

The 13 week provision is to ensure that the carer can continue to be paid when they them-
selves require medical treatment that requires them to spend some time in hospital, or when the 
person they are caring for requires medical care or respite on a short-term basis. 

The supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) scheme is considered the “safety net” within 
the overall social welfare system in that it provides assistance to eligible people in the State 
whose means are insufficient to meet their needs and those of their dependants.  Under the SWA 
scheme, my Department may award a supplement to assist with ongoing or recurring costs that 
cannot be met from the a person’s own resources and which are deemed to be necessary.  In ad-
dition, the Department can make a single exceptional needs payment (ENP) to help meet essen-
tial, once-off expenditure, which a person could not reasonably be expected to meet out of their 
weekly income.  Payments are made at the discretion of the officers administering the scheme 
taking into account the requirements of the legislation and all the relevant circumstances of the 
case.  Any person who consider they may have an entitlement under the SWA scheme should 
contact the Department’s Community Welfare Service at their local INTREO centre.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRDD03200JobPath Data

18/06/2019WRDD03300596. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of persons referred to JobPath since 2015; the number referred more than once; and 
the number of times they have been referred. [25019/19]

18/06/2019WRDD03400597. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of persons who have found employment with JobPath which has been sustained for 
13, 26, 39 and 52 weeks, respectively. [25020/19]

18/06/2019WRDD03500598. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the amount spent on JobPath to date. [25021/19]

18/06/2019WRDD03600599. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of persons referred to community employment and Tús while engaged with 
JobPath. [25022/19]

18/06/2019WRDD03700600. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of persons referred to JobPath while engaging with community employment, Tús 
and other schemes. [25023/19]

18/06/2019WRDD03800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 596 to 600, inclusive together.

The Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection provides a range of activation 
supports catering for long-term unemployed jobseekers and those most distant from the labour 
market to secure and sustain full-time paid employment. These supports include the JobPath 
service, the Local Employment Service, Job Clubs, Tús and Community Employment (CE). 
The primary purpose of JobPath is to provide a case management based, employment advice 
and counselling service to long term unemployed jobseekers.  This is the group of jobseekers 
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facing the most significant barriers to entering full-time employment.

My Department selects clients for the JobPath service by means of a random selection pro-
cess. Between July 2015 and May 2019, just over 226,850 jobseekers had commenced their 
engagement period with the JobPath service. Protocols for selection currently preclude the 
selection of anyone who has already completed 52 weeks with the JobPath service within the 
previous four months. If, however, at the end of this period the jobseeker has not engaged in 
other activation supports and services, they then become eligible for selection for a subsequent 
period of activation on the JobPath service. This is necessary to ensure that they continue to 
receive a case management service.

To date, 27,830 jobseekers have been referred to the service more than once. Of these, 
27,476 jobseekers have commenced a second engagement period, having previously availed of 
the service and 354 people have commenced a third engagement period. Jobseekers referred for 
a subsequent referral will start working with a Personal Advisor who will review their develop-
ment during their previous engagements with the service and together they will prepare a new 
personal progression plan to build on that progress. The actions and tasks agreed will be based 
on their previous engagements, with particular focus on any remaining barriers preventing the 
person from moving into full-time suitable employment.

To date, some 51,500 jobseekers have commenced employment during their engagement 
period with JobPath as set out in table 1 below. It should be noted that the figures presented 
are representative of the entire cohort of JobPath clients between July 2015 and May 2019 and 
all job starts in the same period. Many clients who are currently engaged with JobPath are still 
in the first phase of the service and will not have had sufficient time with the service to have 
gained employment nor sustain that employment for up to 52 weeks. Performance will improve 
as more clients complete their engagement with the service and have a chance to reach 52 
weeks in employment. 

Between July 2015 and the end of December 2017 - a time period where the full impact 
of JobPath and job sustainment can now be measured - 146,849 jobseekers, mostly more than 
two years unemployed, had engaged with the JobPath service of whom 37,610 had commenced 
employment.  These employment start and sustainment rates are significantly higher than the 
historical counterfactual level prior to JobPath, employment progression rates for this group - 
even during periods of economic growth.

JobPath is a payment by results model and all set-up and day-to-day operational costs are 
borne by the companies.  The companies are paid on the basis of performance and with the 
exception of the initial registration fee; payments are made only when a client has achieved 
sustained employment.  The overall cost of JobPath will be determined by the number of people 
who participate in the programme and the number who get sustainable jobs. The total of fees 
claimed by the JobPath providers to the end of May 2019 is €182 million.

The Tús initiative is a community work placement scheme providing short-term working 
opportunities for unemployed people. These work opportunities benefit the community and are 
provided by community and voluntary organisations in both urban and rural areas. There are 
currently 6,500 budgeted places on Tús involved in the delivery of local services.  

The aim of Community Employment is to enhance the employability and mobility of dis-
advantaged and unemployed persons by providing work experience and training opportunities 
for them within their communities.  Virtually all participants are engaged in some element of 
service support and delivery - e.g. amenities management, sports, tidy towns, childcare, etc. 
There are currently 921 Community Employment schemes catering for 21,371 participants.
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Persons who are engaged with CE and Tús do not get referred to JobPath. Since June 2018, 
long-term jobseekers engaged with the JobPath service can also apply for either Community 
Employment or Tús should they wish to do so. This enables those people with the JobPath ser-
vice to avail of a CE or Tús placement which provides valuable occupational activity and work 
experience. However, continued engagement with the JobPath service is a condition of opting 
to avail of both schemes.  Of the 74,000 currently engaged with the JobPath service, 1,537 are 
availing of a CE placement and 1,226 are availing of Tús placement. 

I trust that this clarifies matter for the Deputy.

Table 1: JobPath referrals and employment sustainments as of 31 May 2019

 Jobseekers referred  226,851
 Jobseekers with multiple referrals  27,830
 Jobseekers with a second referral  27,476
 Jobseekers with a third referral  354
 Commenced employment  51,548
 Jobs sustained for 13 weeks to date  31,186
 Jobs sustained for 26 weeks to date  24,234
 Jobs sustained for 39 weeks to date  18,808
 Jobs sustained for 52 weeks to date  14,617

18/06/2019WRDD04300State Pension (Contributory) Data

18/06/2019WRDD04400601. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of persons who have had their State pension (contributory) payment reviewed; the 
number of reviews in which the payment rate was found to be incorrect; the number of persons 
who have seen an increase in their pension payment; and the value of increases being awarded. 
[25024/19]

18/06/2019WRDD04500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records of 
approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate 
State pension contributory entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation 
which includes provision for homecaring periods. 

Reviews commenced from 13 February 2019, the day after I signed the necessary Regula-
tions which, together with provisions in the Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registrations 
Act 2018, allows the increased payments to be made. 

To date, 26,119 pensioners received an increase in their weekly rate of payment.  

The current pension rate review involves applying the new aggregated contribution method 
calculation to existing claimants born on or after 1 September 1946 and in doing so, taking into 
account any eligible HomeCaring Periods the pensioner may have.  The resultant payment rate 
is then compared by the Deciding Officer against the person’s current rate of pension, calcu-
lated under the yearly average calculation method at the time of the original pension award.  
Where an increase is due, it is paid from the next available payment date, together with arrears 
backdated to 30 March 2018, or the pensioner’s 66th birthday if later.  Where no increase is due 
following review, the person will continue to receive their existing rate of payment.  No one will 
be worse off as a result of this review. 
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The average weekly increase in personal rate of payment for those reviewed to 13 June 2019 
is estimated to be approximately €19.90 per week.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRDD04600State Pension (Contributory) Appeals

18/06/2019WRDD04700602. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if an appeals mechanism is in place in cases in which a State pension (contributory) payment 
rate is reviewed and no increase is awarded; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[25025/19]

18/06/2019WRDD04800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records of 
approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate 
State pension contributory entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA)  pension calculation 
which includes provision for HomeCaring periods.  

On receipt of formal review decision outcomes, pensioners receive a right of appeal, which 
is explained in their  review outcome letter.  

Where a Deciding Officer has examining entitlement under the new arrangements and de-
termined that even if all insurance record gaps were filled with the maximum allowable Home 
caring periods no increase in rate would result, the pensioner is notified    If the person wants 
this outcome explained to them they are encouraged to call the dedicated helpline.  If the per-
son wants a formal review decision, this will be provided together with the associated right of 
appeal.   

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRDD04900Domiciliary Care Allowance Review

18/06/2019WRDD05000603. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
her plans to review recipients of the domiciliary care allowance; the purpose of the review; the 
nature of the review; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25026/19]

18/06/2019WRDD05100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): In line with other Social Welfare schemes, Domiciliary Care Al-
lowance (DCA) is subject to review to ensure that the qualifying conditions for the scheme 
continue to be met. 

In the case of DCA, scheduled eligibility reviews were suspended in May 2012 pending a 
review of the operation of the scheme and have remained suspended in the intervening period 
for a number of operational reasons, including introducing the recommendations of  the report 
on the review of the scheme and the assignment of all available staff resources to process the 
increased volume of applications received in recent years.  New claims are currently processed 
in line with the departmental standard (90% to be processed within 10 weeks), with claims fi-
nalised on average within 10 weeks.

The re-introduction of eligibility reviews at this time, is made possible in the context of hav-
ing sufficient staff resources available to undertake reviews , without impacting on new claim 
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processing times.   It also fulfils the requirement to have proper control and oversight of claims 
in payment, as required by the comptroller and auditor general.

Eligibility for DCA is not based on the child’s particular disability or the severity of the 
condition, but rather on the additional care needs arising from the disability.  So the purpose of 
the review is to assess the child’s current care needs, which may have changed over time as the 
child developed and as a result of receiving appropriate treatment/support.

Children recommended by the departments medical advisors,  as not requiring review due 
to their particular disability, will be exempted.  Some 15% of claims are marked as ‘not to be 
reviewed’, due to the severity of the disability of the child.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRDD05200Disability Allowance Payments

18/06/2019WRDD05300604. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if consideration is given to rental costs for recipients of disability allowance in cases in which 
payment rates are set through the means test. [25027/19]

18/06/2019WRDD05400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
People receiving Disability Allowance who have rental costs may also qualify for Rent Supple-
ment.  Rent Supplement is a statutory means-tested scheme, payable at differentiated rates of 
payment according to the applicant’s means and accommodation requirements.  It is normally 
calculated to ensure that a person, after the payment of rent, has an income equal to the rate 
of supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) appropriate to their family circumstances less a 
weekly minimum contribution which recipients are required to pay from their own resources.  
Assuming that a person has no other income, apart from disability allowance, the contribution 
expected would be €32 per week (or €129 per month) or €40 per week (or €173 per month) in 
the case of a  couple.

Where a person with disabilities has secured part-time employment, they can continue to 
receive rent supplement provided they satisfy the standard means assessment rules.  Generally, 
where a person has additional income in excess of the standard weekly rate of supplementary 
welfare allowance, the first €75 of such additional income together with 25% of any additional 
income above €75 is disregarded for means assessment purposes. There is an alternative dis-
regard available to persons receiving disability allowance (or blind pension), which is that up 
to €120 of earnings from training or part time employment can be disregarded in full.  Only 
one of these earnings disregards can be applied to a person’s income.  Which of these is most 
beneficial will depend on the person’s level of earnings.

Where recipients of Disability Allowance are being paid maintenance by ex-partners, a 
€95.23 weekly disregard on housing costs can be applied.  

The Department continues to implement a targeted case-by-case flexible payment policy 
approach – the National Tenancy Sustainment Framework - which allows for flexibility where 
landlords seek rents in excess of the rent limits.  Included within this Framework is the addi-
tional assistance required by persons with disabilities who require specially modified accom-
modation. 

18/06/2019WRDD05500Local Employment Service
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18/06/2019WRDD05600605. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of plans for the future of the local employment service. [25028/19]

18/06/2019WRDD05700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Local Employment Services and Job Clubs contracts are reviewed on an annual basis to ensure 
they are fit-for-purpose in the context of a greatly improved Irish labour market, while provid-
ing value for money for taxpayers.  Indecon, in its reviews of LES and Job Clubs published in 
January, recommended that my Department consider the introduction of multiannual contracts 
and a competitive procurement process for future provision of these services.  My Department 
has also received legal advice to the effect that renewing the LES and Job Clubs contracts annu-
ally, without any movement towards competitive procurement is no longer legally sustainable.  
Accordingly, a new process for procuring contracted public employment services currently 
provided by the LES and Job Clubs is at present in the early stages of development.  My of-
ficials are working to design and procure a new model that will balance the need for value for 
money for taxpayers with the importance of preserving high-quality employment advisory and 
counselling services.  Officials will engage with and consult practitioners and stakeholders to 
gather their views on an appropriate tender design. 

I am on the record in recognising the valuable work performed by Local Employment Ser-
vices and Job Clubs and it is my view that any future tendering criteria should give due recogni-
tion to track records in delivering high quality, locally based services.

18/06/2019WRDD05800Invalidity Pension Applications

18/06/2019WRDD05900606. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when a decision will be finalised on an invalidity pension appeal by a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kildare. [25061/19]

18/06/2019WRDD06000Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): On receipt of additional medical evidence submitted in support of 
the appeal of the gentleman concerned, a review of the claim was carried out by a deciding of-
ficer and he has been awarded invalidity pension with effect 26 April 2018.  Payment will issue 
to his nominated bank account on 27 June 2019.  Any arrears due from 26 April 2018 to 26 June 
2019 (less any overlapping social welfare payment) will issue in due course.  The gentleman in 
question was notified of this decision on 13 June 2019.  

The gentleman has also claimed an increase for qualified child(ren) (IQC).  On  13 June 
2019 the deciding officer requested further information from him in order to assess eligibility 
for an IQC.  As soon as this information has been received the IQC claim will be finalised as 
quickly as possible and he will be notified directly of the outcome.

 I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WREE00200Carer’s Support Grant

18/06/2019WREE00300607. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the reason a person (details supplied) can no longer receive the carer’s grant for their 
daughter; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25064/19]

18/06/2019WREE00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Carer’s Support Grant is an annual payment made to full-time carers.
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A person in receipt of Domiciliary Care Allowance automatically receives the Grant on the 
1st Thursday in June. When entitlement to Domiciliary Care Allowance ceases, a person may 
qualify for the ‘stand-alone’ Carer’s Support Grant, if he/she meets certain conditions. 

An application form and information on the qualifying conditions for receipt of the 2019 
‘stand-alone’ Grant was sent to the person concerned on 13th June 2019. 

The Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection provides a range of income 
supports to family carers who provide full-time care and attention to another person. These sup-
ports include the Carer’s Allowance, Carer’s Benefit, Domiciliary Care Allowance and Carer’s 
Support Grant schemes. Carers may also, subject to certain criteria, qualify for the Household 
Benefits Package and/or the Free Travel Scheme.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WREE00500Household Benefits Scheme

18/06/2019WREE00600608. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if the possibility of reintroducing an automatic household benefit package entitlement 
for carers who have been approved for the carer’s allowance payment subsequent to 2012 and 
who do not reside with the person for whom they are caring will be investigated; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [25070/19]

18/06/2019WREE00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
household benefits package (HHB) comprises the electricity or gas allowance, and the free tele-
vision licence.  My Department will spend approximately €248 million this year on HHB for 
over 446,000 customers. The package is generally available to people living in the State aged 
66 years or over who are in receipt of a social welfare type payment or who satisfy a means test.  
The package is also available to some people under the age of 66 who are in receipt of certain 
welfare type payments.  

Since 1 April 2012, new applicants in receipt of Carers Allowance who are not living with 
the person for whom they provide care do not have an automatic entitlement to the household 
benefits package. Carers who live with the person they are caring for still have an entitlement of 
their own to the household benefits package and do not have to satisfy the household composi-
tion criteria.  

The Government values the role of carers very much and it is for this reason that they re-
ceive significant income supports from the Department.  In addition to carer’s allowance carers 
receive additional support in the form of free travel and household benefits (for those who live 
with the person for whom they care) and the annual carers support grant (€1,700) in respect of 
each person for whom they care.  Where a person is in receipt of certain qualifying social wel-
fare payments, and also providing full time care and attention to another person, they can keep 
their primary social welfare payment and also get the half-rate carer’s allowance.  

The maximum rates of Carer’s Allowance for those aged under 66, at €219 (€257 for car-
ers aged 66 or over) for where one person is being cared for, and €328.50 (€385.50 for carers 
aged 66 or over) where there are two or more carees , is significantly higher than that for such 
Department Schemes as Jobseeker’s Allowance, which is €203 for those aged 26 and over, and 
lower for younger claimants.  

The means test for carers allowance has been significantly eased over the years, and is now 
one of the most generous means tests in the social welfare system, most notably with regard 
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to spouse’s earnings.  At present the means test for Carer’s Allowance allows for an income 
disregard of €332.50 per week for a single person and €665 for a couple.  Therefore, a single 
carer may retain a full-rate payment of €219.00 while having an annual income of just under 
€19,000.00, or retain a payment of €109.00 per week (just under half rate) while having an an-
nual income of €25,400.00, or retain the minimum payment of €4 per week while having an 
annual income of €31,100.00. 

Carers can also engage in employment, self-employment, training or education courses out-
side the home for not more than 15 hours a week.

Any decision to change the qualifying criteria for HHB would have budgetary consequenc-
es and would have to be considered in the context of budget negotiations. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WREE00800Disability Allowance Appeals

18/06/2019WREE00900609. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of a disability allowance review for a person (details supplied); if the matter will 
be expedited; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25076/19]

18/06/2019WREE01000Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Following a successful appeal, this lady has been awarded dis-
ability allowance (DA) with effect from 19 December 2018.  The first payment will be made by 
her chosen payment method on 3 July 2019. 

Arrears of payment due, will issue as soon as possible once any necessary adjustment is 
calculated and applied in respect of any overlapping payments. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WREE01100Illness Benefit Applications

18/06/2019WREE01200610. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the progress to date in the determination of an application for an illness benefit in the 
case of a person (details supplied); if the application will be backdated; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [25080/19]

18/06/2019WREE01300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Illness Benefit claim from the person concerned has been 
processed. She has been awarded Illness Benefit from the 27th May 2019, which was the date 
from which she was medically certified as unfit for work.

An award letter has issued to the person concerned and she has been paid the full amount 
due to her from the 27th May to date.

An official from the Department contacted the person concerned and advised her that further 
medical evidence is required if she wished her claim to be backdated for any period prior to 
27th May.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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18/06/2019WREE01400Widow’s Pension

18/06/2019WREE01500611. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if a pension reduction will be reversed in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [25106/19]

18/06/2019WREE01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned was awarded a widower’s or surviving civil partner’s contributory pension 
at the maximum rate for a person aged under 66, of €191.30 per week with effect from 6 April 
2007. The rate of pension increased in line with annual budgetary increases in 2008 and again 
in 2009.  

Subsequent Government budget decisions introduced a range of welfare expenditure reduc-
tion measures, which included reductions in the weekly personal rates of payment for welfare 
recipients aged under 66 to help.  Accordingly, the rate of pension for the person concerned 
decreased from €209.80 in 2009 to €201.50 in 2010 and to €193.50 in 2011.  On reaching age 
66 in February 2012, the person’s weekly rate of pension increased to €230.30, the maximum 
rate payable to a person aged over 66. 

The person concerned is currently in receipt of maximum weekly rate of pension of €248.30, 
together with an increase for living alone and telephone support allowance, bringing their total 
weekly rate up to €259.80.  The person concerned also qualifies for the seasonal fuel allowance 
payment, payable in two lump sum instalments which is their preferred option.    

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WREE01700Community Employment Schemes Review

18/06/2019WREE01800612. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of the interdepartmental review of community employment schemes; when the 
review is expected to be completed and published; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [25109/19]

18/06/2019WREE01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Community Employment (CE) is the largest employment programme administered by the De-
partment. It aims to enhance employability and mobility by providing work experience and 
training opportunities for unemployed persons within their own communities. 

A key function of CE is supporting social inclusion and counteracting the drift into struc-
tural unemployment.  All CE placements are categorised as either a training / activation strand 
or a social inclusion strand.  This is to acknowledge that not all CE places are the same.  The 
Social Inclusion placements provide an opportunity for those who are very distant from the 
labour market to gain employment and deliver services in their local communities while the ac-
tivation placements are more directly related to employment opportunities for participants who 
are long-term unemployed with a view to providing them with more labour market relevant 
work experience.

The Government agreed to establish an interdepartmental group (IDG), to explore the most 
appropriate organisational arrangements, including which Department should host CE Social 
Inclusion schemes, including Drug Rehabilitation and Childcare CE schemes, the Rural Social 
Scheme (RSS) and the Job Initiative (JI) scheme. Meetings of the group have taken place along 
with bilateral meetings with appropriate Departments. The IDG has engaged with key stake-



18 June 2019

279

holders and their submissions will be included in the deliberations.  

18/06/2019WREE02000Social Welfare Benefits Data

18/06/2019WREE02100613. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of increasing the allowance for adults in direct provision from 
€38.80 per week to €40, €41, €42, €43, €44 and €45 respectively, in tabular form; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [25110/19]

18/06/2019WREE02200615. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of increasing payments (details supplied) by €5 and €10; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [25112/19]

18/06/2019WREE02300616. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of increasing the fuel allowance by 1, 2, 3 and 4 weeks, respec-
tively, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25113/19]

18/06/2019WREE02400617. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of increasing the living alone allowance by €2, €3, €4, €5, and 
€6, respectively, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25114/19]

18/06/2019WREE02500621. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated cost of increasing the telephone support allowance by €1, €2, €2.50, €3, €4 
and €5, respectively, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25118/19]

18/06/2019WREE02600622. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of increasing the qualified child increase by €2, €3, €4 and €5, 
respectively, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25119/19]

18/06/2019WREE02700623. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated cost of increasing expenditure on the school meals programme by 5%, 10%, 
15% and 20%, respectively, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[25120/19]

18/06/2019WREE02800625. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of increasing child benefit by €10, €15, €20, €25 and €30, re-
spectively, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25122/19]

18/06/2019WREE02900628. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of equalising jobseeker payments for those under 26 years 
of age to the standard rate, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[25125/19]

18/06/2019WREE03000639. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated cost of increasing the back to school clothing and footwear allowance by 
€10, €20, €25, €30, €35, €40, €45 and €50, respectively, in tabular form; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [25136/19]

18/06/2019WREE03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 613, 615 to 617, inclusive, 621 to 623, inclusive, 625, 628 and 
639 together.

The Costings sought by the Deputy are presented in the tables below:
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Daily Expenses Allowance

New Rate Cost (€m) 
€40 0.23 
€41 0.42
€42 0.61 
€43 0.8 
€44 0.99
€45 1.18

Disability and Carers 

Scheme €5 Increase (€m) €10 Increase (€m)
Carer’s Allowance 16.26 32.51
Carer’s Benefit 0.72 1.44
Disability Allowance 39.55 79.11
Illness Benefit 13.81 27.63
Blind Pension 0.33 0.67
Invalidity Pension 16.20 32.36

Fuel Allowance 

Fuel Season Extension Cost (€m)
1 Week 8.41
2 Weeks 16.82
3 Weeks 25.23
4 Weeks 33.64 

Living Alone Allowance

Increase Cost (€m)
€2 21.76 
€3 32.63 
€4 43.51 
€5 54.39 
€6 65.27

Telephone Support Allowance

Increase Cost (€m)
€1 6.76
€2 13.52 
€2.50 17.16
€3 20.28
€4 27.04
€5 33.8

Qualified Child Increase 

Increase Cost (€m)
€2 32.43
€3 48.65
€4 64.86
€5 81.08

School Meals Programme



18 June 2019

281

Increase  Cost (€m)
5% 2.9
10% 5.8
15% 8.6
20% 11.5

Child Benefit

Increase  Cost (€m)
€10 146.57 
€15 219.86 
€20 293.14 
€25 366.43 
€30 439.72 

Jobseekers Under 26   

The estimated full year cost of equalising jobseeker payments for those under 26 years of 
age to the standard rate of €203 per week is €59.87 million.

Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance

Increase Cost (€m)
€10 3.1 
€20 6.2 
€25 7.75 
€30 9.3 
€35 10.85 
€40 12.4 
€45 13.95 
€50 15.5 

The costs shown above are on a full year basis and are based on the estimated number of 
recipients in 2019.  It should be noted that these costings are subject to change in the context of 
emerging trends and associated revision of the estimated numbers of recipients for 2020.  

It should also be noted that these costings include proportionate increases for qualified 
adults and for those on reduced rates of payment, where relevant.  

  Question No. 614 answered with Question No. 583.

  Questions Nos. 615 to 617, inclusive, answered with Question No. 613.

18/06/2019WREE03600Household Benefits Scheme

18/06/2019WREE03700618. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the full year expenditure on the household benefits package by benefit; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [25115/19]

18/06/2019WREE03800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Household Benefits Package is a package of allowances to assist with the costs of running a 
household.  The package is available to everyone aged over 70 years of age and to people under 
70 years of age in certain circumstances.
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The Household Benefits packages comprises a choice of either Electricity or Gas Allow-
ance, and Free Television Licence, providing a contribution towards electricity or gas costs, as 
well as the full cost of the annual Television Licence.  Only one household benefits package is 
paid per household, subject to household composition.

The estimated cost for the Household Benefits package in 2019 is €248m. 

18/06/2019WREE03900Rent Supplement Scheme Data

18/06/2019WREE04000619. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of increasing rent supplement limits by on average 10%; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [25116/19]

18/06/2019WREE04100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Rent supplement continues its important role in housing families and individuals, with the 
scheme supporting some 20,600 recipients for which the Government has provided €132.4 mil-
lion for 2019.

Based on customer volumes and the inter county recipients mix at the end of May, the fore-
cast full year cost of increasing rent limits by 10% for those receiving rent supplement would 
be in the region of €15.9 million.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WREE04200Free Travel Scheme Data

18/06/2019WREE04300620. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the current expenditure on the free travel scheme; the estimated cost of increasing expen-
diture by 10%; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25117/19]

18/06/2019WREE04400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Budget 2019 increased funding for the Free Travel Scheme by €5 million, from €90 million 
to €95 million.  The Budget measures was provided to meet increased numbers eligible for the 
scheme and consequent increased claims from service providers, and to encourage new opera-
tors into the scheme to give better coverage in remote parts of rural Ireland.

The cost of increasing expenditure by 10% would be €9.5 million. 

  Questions Nos. 621 to 623, inclusive, answered with Question No. 613.

18/06/2019WREE04800Low Pay Commission Funding

18/06/2019WREE04900624. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the annual expenditure on the Low Pay Commission; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [25121/19]

18/06/2019WREE05000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Low Pay Commission was launched on the 26th of February 2015 with a budget of €500,000 
(per calendar year).  This is broken down on a pay (€270,000) and a non-pay basis (€230,000).  
The budget for the Commission is provided by the Department of Employment Affairs and 
Social Protection.  The Commission’s annual expenditure has ranged between €250,000 and 
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€300,000 over the three years.

In 2018, the Commission’s expenditure was €307,100.  

A breakdown of the Commissions expenditure since its establishment is set out below:

 Expenditure Item  2015*  2016  2017  2018
 Salaries  €94,000  €150,000  €112,000  €149,200
 Fees  €61,400  €81,000  €60,000  €75,300
 Research  €75,000  €55,000  €84,000  €55,000
 Administration*  €20,300  €21,000  €15,000  €27,600
 Total  €250,700  €307,000  €271,000  €307,100
 of which:
 Pay  €155,400  €231,000  €172,000  €224,500
 Non-Pay  €95,300  €76,000  €99,000  €82,600

*  This includes payments during the Commission’s interim period of operations from Feb-
ruary 2015.  The first full year of operation was 2016.

  Question No. 625 answered with Question No. 613.

18/06/2019WREE05200Maternity Benefit Data

18/06/2019WREE05300626. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of increasing maternity benefit from 26 to 30 and 34 weeks, 
respectively for those that have had multiple births; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [25123/19]

18/06/2019WREE05400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Department of Justice and Equality has policy responsibility for maternity leave which is pro-
vided for in the 1994 and 2004 Maternity Acts. Any decision to extend the duration of maternity 
leave, including that for families with multiple births, would be the responsibility of my col-
league the Minister for Justice and Equality. My Department has responsibility for the payment 
of maternity benefit which is provided for in the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005 (as 
amended).  

Maternity Benefit is paid for 26 weeks at a rate of €245 per week. There is a provision of 
€256m for maternity benefit for 2019. CSO data from 2016 indicates that there were 1,215 in-
stances of multiple births in Ireland, representing 1.9% of all births. Based on an apportionment 
of 1.9% of maternity benefit recipients  The table below estimates the additional cost of increas-
ing the duration of maternity benefit by 4 weeks to 30 weeks, and by 8 weeks to 34 weeks where 
there are multiple births.

Estimated annual cost of increasing the duration of maternity benefit in respect of 
multiple births

No. of weeks Estimated additional full year cost  
30 €724,000 
34 €1,447,000 

It should also be noted that there are additional costs to the Exchequer as these estimates do 
not include the costs of salary top-ups for public/civil servants which would be a matter for my 
colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.  Decisions around the extension of 
this benefit would have to be considered in a budgetary context. 
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WREE05500Child Benefit Data

18/06/2019WREE05600627. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of paying a double child benefit payment to parents on the birth 
of a child; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25124/19]

18/06/2019WREE05700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Child benefit is paid to almost 632,000 qualifying adults in respect of over 1.2 Million children 
with an annual cost in 2018 of €2.1 Billion. 

Given the universality of Child Benefit, introducing a double entitlement to parents on the 
birth of a child would not be a sufficiently targeted approach.  Furthermore, the introduction of 
such a proposal would have significant cost implications and would have to be considered in an 
overall budgetary context.

The estimated full year cost of issuing a double child benefit payment to parents on the birth 
of a child is approximately €8.72 Million.

This estimate is based on the number of child benefit claims (61,856) received in respect 
of first and additional children in 2018.  It assumes the payment of €140, representing an ad-
ditional month’s payment in respect of these children.  Multiple births are paid a higher rate and 
this additional cost has been factored in to the estimate.

  Question No. 628 answered with Question No. 613.

18/06/2019WRFF00300National Advocacy Service

18/06/2019WRFF00400629. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of advocates in the National Advocacy Services for People with Disabilities; 
the estimated full year cost of increasing the number of advocates by 5%, 10%, 15% and 20%, 
respectively in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25126/19]

18/06/2019WRFF00500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
National Advocacy Service for People with Disabilities (NAS) provides an independent, con-
fidential and free, issues-based representative advocacy service that works exclusively for the 
person using the service and adheres to the highest professional standards. NAS has a particular 
remit for people with disabilities who are isolated from their community and services, have 
communication differences, are inappropriately accommodated, live in residential services, at-
tend day services or have limited informal or natural supports.

NAS currently operates with a staffing of 52.5 Whole Time Equivalents, broken down as 
follows:

National 
Manager

Corporate 
Services   
Manager

HR Executive Policy & 
Comms   Of-
ficer

Regional 
Manager

Senior Advo-
cate

Advocate Administrator

1 1 1 1 4 8 31.5 5

NAS is  funded and supported by the Citizens Information Board (CIB), which has a man-
date under the Citizens Information Act 2007 to provide advocacy for people with disabili-
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ties. The NAS operational grant from the Citizens Information Board for 2019 amounts to € 
3,250,952.

Based on 2019 costs, the following table shows the estimated cost if the number of advo-
cates (including senior advocates) was increased by certain percentages, as requested by the 
Deputy.

Increase in num-
ber of advocates 
(including senior 
advocates)

5% 10% 15% 20%

Estimated Full Year 
NAS Cost

€3,383,570 €3,516,187 €3,648,805 €3,781, 423

The estimates detailed above include employer PRSI and pension contributions and esti-
mated overheads. The figures do not include any additional administrative or managerial costs  
that may result were the number of advocate posts  to be increased.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRFF00600Bereavement Leave

18/06/2019WRFF00700630. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of introducing two weeks paid bereavement leave at a rate of 
€203 per week per parent who have been bereaved of a child under 18 years of age; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [25127/19]

18/06/2019WRFF00800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
death of a child is a tragic event for any parent. 

According to the CSO data for deaths of those aged less than 19 years in 2016, there were 
354 deaths in the year. The statistics also indicate that the majority of these child deaths, 194, 
occurred during the first year. My Department continues to pay Maternity Benefit for the 26 
weeks for stillborn babies born after 24 weeks of pregnancy or on the death of an infant. 

Under existing social welfare schemes, there are provisions in place for continued payment 
of welfare schemes or allowances for up to 6 weeks following the death of a child.  Similarly, 
Domiciliary Care Allowance will continue to be paid for 3 months in cases where the child be-
ing cared for has died.

Under the Supplementary Allowance scheme, the Department may make a single excep-
tional needs payment (ENP) to help meet essential, once-off expenditure which a person could 
not reasonably be expected to meet from their weekly income. An application can be made for 
assistance with funeral and burial expenses where there is an inability to pay these costs, in part 
or in full, by the family of the deceased person without causing hardship.   In 2018 some 2,900 
ENPs were paid at a cost of €5.5 million following a bereavement.   

In terms of providing a specific benefit for two weeks bereavement leave for both parents 
in respect of a deceased child at the rate of €203 per week could cost would be in the region of 
€300,000.

Any such changes would have to be considered in the context of existing policies in this area 
and within the scope of the overall budgetary context. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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18/06/2019WRFF00900Working Family Payment Data

18/06/2019WRFF01000631. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of reducing the hours required to qualify for the working family 
payment from 19 to 15 hours for lone parents; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[25128/19]

18/06/2019WRFF01100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is an in-work support which provides an income top-up for 
employees on low earnings with children. WFP is designed to prevent in-work poverty for low 
paid workers with child dependants and to offer a financial incentive to take-up employment. 
Estimated expenditure on WFP in 2018 is approximately €430 million and it is currently paid 
to 53,327 families in respect of some 120,142 children.

To qualify for WFP, a person must be engaged in full-time insurable employment which is 
expected to last for at least 3 months and be working for a minimum of 38 hours per fortnight 
or 19 hours per week. A couple may combine their hours of employment to meet the qualifica-
tion criteria. The applicant must also have at least one qualified child who normally resides with 
them or is supported by them. Furthermore, the average family income must be below a speci-
fied amount which varies according to the number of qualified children in the family.

The “hours worked” eligibility criterion has been reduced significantly since the introduc-
tion of the scheme in 1984, from 30 hours per week to 19 hours per week in 1996. Indeed, a 
recent review of in-work supports found that the current range of supports works very well for 
the vast majority of families and facilitates an element of choice which allows them to select 
the option which best suits their needs.

For low income workers with less than the minimum hours of employment for WFP and 
working on a casual basis (that is, up to and including 3 days per week) the Jobseeker’s Al-
lowance (JA) scheme provides in-work income support through daily disregards and tapered 
withdrawal of payments .  

Apart from the jobseeker schemes if a person cannot meet the 19 hours WFP threshold or 
if their hours vary significantly from week to week, the Department offers a number of other 
schemes which can provide income support that can be combined with earnings from employ-
ment, subject to each individual’s circumstances.  These include One-Parent Family Payment 
(OFP) and the Jobseeker’s Transitional Payment (JST), and the Part-Time Job Incentive (PTJI) 
scheme 

Further reducing the hours worked requirement would have a number of effects. The num-
ber of families working between 15-18 hours and are earning below the relevant WFP thresh-
olds is currently unknown which means it is not possible to estimate a full year cost of reducing 
the hours. Reducing the numbers of hours worked required to access WFP from 19 to 15 could 
have a number of behavioural effects, the increased cost of which is difficult to predict. These 
effects include:

- reducing the incentive to increase part-time hours, resulting in recipients on the minimum 
19 hours threshold reducing their hours of work;

- attracting new recipients currently on higher wages above the WFP threshold, who might 
decide to reduce their hours in order to qualify.

- greater dependency on WFP to support very low earnings.
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It is important that WFP does not inadvertently subsidise unsustainably low earnings or en-
courage employers to offer minimal hours of employment.  The longer term goal of WFP, as an 
incentive to take up and remain in work, could be compromised if the nature of the work taken 
up is not ultimately sustainable.

18/06/2019WRFF01200Social Welfare Schemes Data

18/06/2019WRFF01300632. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of allowing lone parents in employment whose children are 
aged between seven and 14 years of age to receive both jobseeker’s transition payment and the 
working family payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25129/19]

18/06/2019WRFF01400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department provides a number of options for income support to lone parents once their entitle-
ment to the One-Parent Family Payment (OFP) ceases.  These include the Jobseeker’s Transi-
tional Payment (JST) payment where the youngest child is aged 7-13 years (inclusive), and the 
Jobseeker’s Allowance (JA) payment which may be paid to lone parents where the youngest 
child is aged 14 or over.  The Working Family Payment (WFP), is also available to lone parents 
who are working 19 or more hours per week.  Lone parents who move to WFP may also apply 
for the Back to Work Family Dividend (BTWFD).

The concurrent payment of JST and WFP contradicts the policy goal of the changes to the 
OFP scheme, which were to tackle long-term social welfare dependency - and its associated 
poverty risks - through a tapering of income supports and a more active engagement process 
offering enhanced educational, training and employment supports.  Concurrent payment of JST 
and WFP would also introduce a steep financial “cliff” for lone parents when their youngest 
child reaches 14 years of age and they potentially move to Jobseeker’s Allowance.   

Lone parents currently on JST who increase their working hours to 19 or more per week can 
transfer from JST to WFP.  

Bearing the above policy position in mind, the Department has calculated the cost of allow-
ing JST recipients who meet the eligibility requirements for WFP (i.e. 19hrs average working 
hours per week), and the cost of allowing those in receipt of WFP with children aged between 
7 and 13 (inclusive) who would meet the eligibility requirements for JST, to be in the region of 
€104m on an annual basis.

I am advised by my Department that on reviewing the costing of this proposal, an inadver-
tent error was discovered in the calculations made in the reply to Question No 520 of 2 April 
2019, which is now corrected in the costing given above.

18/06/2019WRFF01500Jobseeker’s Transitional Payment

18/06/2019WRFF01600633. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of extending the jobseeker’s transitional payment for lone par-
ents until their youngest child reaches 18 years of age; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [25130/19]

18/06/2019WRFF01700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department provides a number of options for income support to lone parents once their entitle-
ment to the One-Parent Family Payment (OFP) ceases.  These include the Jobseeker’s Transi-
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tional Payment (JST) payment where the youngest child is aged 7-13 years (inclusive) and the 
Jobseeker’s Allowance (JA) payment which may be paid to lone parents where the youngest 
child is aged 14 or over.  The Working Family Payment (WFP), is also available to lone parents 
who are working 19 or more hours per week.  Lone parents who move to WFP may also apply 
for the Back to Work Family Dividend (BTWFD). 

The cost of increasing the age limit for a qualified child for the jobseeker’s transitional pay-
ment (JST) until the youngest child reaches 18 years of age is not easily estimated as there are 
significant barriers to undertaking such an exercise.  For example, customers may no longer be 
within the welfare system, while others could seek to move from alternative payments such as 
Jobseekers Allowance (JA), the Working Family Payment (WFP) and the Back to Work Fam-
ily Dividend (BTWFD) back to JST.  It would be difficult for my Department to estimate the 
magnitude of this flow into and between schemes with any degree of accuracy. 

Likewise, the number of young people 18 years of age (and over) who are still in secondary 
education, and the proportion of those who are the children of lone parents in receipt of benefits 
is not readily available or easily estimated.  As these unknown factors are critical to providing a 
reliable costing my Department is not in a position to provide the costing requested. 

18/06/2019WRFF01800Jobseeker’s Transitional Payment

18/06/2019WRFF01900634. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of increasing the earnings disregard for the jobseeker’s transi-
tional payment by €10, €15, €20 and €25, respectively in tabular form; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [25131/19]

18/06/2019WRFF02000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
estimated full year cost of increasing the earnings disregard for the Jobseeker’s Transitional 
Payment  €10, €15, €20 and €25, respectively is set out in tabular form:

Estimated additional Annual Cost @ 160 disregard €1.34M
Estimated additional Annual Cost @ 165 disregard €2.01M
Estimated additional Annual Cost @ 170 disregard €2.68M
Estimated additional Annual Cost @ 175 disregard €3.35M

The above costings are based on the number of recipients who were working and earning in 
excess of €150 per week on the Jobseeker’s Transitional Payment as of May 2019.  

The costings do not take into account potential behavioural changes, or the inflow of new 
entrants, which may arise from the introduction of higher income disregards. There would be 
additional costs on foot of these two factors, which are not possible to calculate and have not 
been factored into the above costings. 

18/06/2019WRFF02100One-Parent Family Payment Data

18/06/2019WRFF02200635. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of increasing the earnings disregard for the one parent family 
payment by €10, €15, €20 and €25, respectively in tabular form; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [25132/19]

18/06/2019WRFF02300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
estimated full year cost of increasing the earnings disregard for the One Parent Family payment 
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by €10, €15, €20 and €25, respectively is set out in tabular form:

Estimated additional Annual Cost @ 160 disregard €3.0M
Estimated additional Annual Cost @ 165 disregard €4.5M
Estimated additional Annual Cost @ 170 disregard €6.0M
Estimated additional Annual Cost @ 175 disregard €7.5M

The above costings are based on the number of recipients who were working and earning in 
excess of €150 per week on the One-Parent Family Payment as of May 2019.  

The costings do not take into account potential behavioural changes, or the inflow of new 
entrants, which may arise from the introduction of higher income disregards. There would be 
additional costs on foot of these two factors, which are not possible to calculate and have not 
been factored into the above costing.

18/06/2019WRFF02400Social Welfare Benefits Data

18/06/2019WRFF02500636. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of increasing the week hours a carer can work or study while 
receiving carer’s allowance, carer’s benefit or the carer support grant from 15 to 18.5 hours; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [25133/19]

18/06/2019WRFF02600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
The main income supports for carers provided by my Department include Carer’s Allowance, 
Carer’s Benefit, Domiciliary Care Allowance and Carer’s Support Grant. Spending on these 
payments in 2019 is expected to exceed €1.2 billion.  

It is a condition for receipt of Carer’s Allowance, Carer’s Benefit and the Carers Support 
Grant that the carer must be providing full-time care and attention to a person who requires 
such full-time care and attention because of a specified illness or disability. This condition is 
moderated by legislation allowing the carer to work or engage in training outside the home for 
an aggregate total of 15 hours per week. In setting the relevant hours thresholds, it is appropri-
ate to balance the needs of the carer and the person to whom care is being provided.  As part of 
Budget 2006, the number of hours per week that carers could engage in employment, education 
or training outside the home was increased from 10 to 15 hours per week.

At the end of 2016, there were 70,459 people in receipt of Carer’s Allowance, 14,322 (ap-
proximately 20 per cent) were in engaged in some form of employment over the course of the 
year. 

The main cost elements of a proposal to increase the threshold would arise from new claim-
ants who are not currently eligible and who do not apply for the allowance because of the 15 
hours condition.  There is no data available to estimate the number of people who could become 
eligible as a consequence of increasing the hours threshold and an estimate of the costs can 
therefore not be given.

Any changes to qualifying criteria would have to be considered in an overall budgetary 
context.

18/06/2019WRFF02700Free Travel Scheme

18/06/2019WRFF02800637. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
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tion the estimated full year cost of extending the free travel scheme for children in receipt of the 
domiciliary care allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25134/19]

18/06/2019WRFF02900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
free travel scheme provides free travel on the main public and private transport services for 
those eligible under the scheme.  These include road, rail and ferry services provided by com-
panies such as Bus Átha Cliath, Bus Éireann and Iarnród Éireann, as well as Luas and services 
provided by over 80 private transport operators.  There are currently approx. 944,000 customers 
with direct eligibility. In Budget 2019 the funding for the free travel scheme was increased by 
€5 million to a total of €95 million.

Providing an accurate projection of the cost of extending the free travel scheme to all chil-
dren in receipt of domiciliary care allowance, taking into account increases announced in Bud-
get 2019 is very difficult as the cost is determined by the usage of the extra passes provided and 
not by the number of newly qualified people. The fact that many operators have reduced fares 
for children and that in some cases children under five years of age can travel for free would 
also have to be taken into account. Taking all of this into consideration the yearly cost of the 
measure suggested by the Deputy could be as high as €5.25 million. 

Any decision to extend the free travel scheme to all children that are in receipt of a domicili-
ary care allowance would require additional funding for the free travel scheme and would have 
to be considered in the context of overall budgetary negotiations, and funding priorities for the 
Free Travel Scheme generally. 

Domiciliary care allowance is a monthly payment of €309.50 to the carer of a child with a 
disability.  The allowance may be used for the additional costs involved in caring for the child 
and this may include additional transport costs.  

Under the supplementary welfare allowance scheme (SWA) the Department of  Employ-
ment Affairs and Social Protection may award a travel supplement in any case where the cir-
cumstances of the case so warrant.  The supplement is intended to assist with ongoing or re-
curring travel costs that cannot be met from the person’s own resources and are deemed to be 
necessary.  Every decision is based on consideration of the circumstances of the case, taking 
account of the nature and extent of the need and of the resources of the person concerned. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRFF03000Carer’s Allowance Data

18/06/2019WRFF03100638. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of increasing the income disregard for carer’s allowance from 
€332.50 single and €665 for a couple to €450 and €900, respectively in tabular form; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [25135/19]

18/06/2019WRFF03200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s Allowance (CA) is a means tested payment, made to people who are providing full-
time care and attention to elderly people or to people with disabilities and whose income falls 
below certain limits. The principal conditions for receipt of the allowance are that full time care 
and attention is required and being provided and that the means test which applies is satisfied. 

The conditions attached to payment of CA are consistent with the overall conditions that ap-
ply to social assistance payments generally. This system of social assistance supports provides 
payments based on an income need with the means test playing the critical role in determining 
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whether or not an income need arises as a consequence of a particular contingency - be that ill-
ness/disability, unemployment or caring.  

The means test for Carer’s Allowance is one of the most generous in the social protection 
system in that €332.50 of gross weekly income is disregarded in the calculation of means for a 
single person; the equivalent for someone who is married, in a civil partnership or cohabiting is 
€665 of combined gross weekly income. A married couple with 2 children could have weekly 
earnings of €734 net of PRSI, superannuation and union subscription costs and still qualify for 
the full rate of Carer’s Allowance. This is equivalent to over €38,000 per annum. 

At the end of December 2018, there were 79,914 people in receipt of CA.  The projected 
expenditure on CA in 2019 is almost €840 million.

It  is not possible to make a robust estimate of the costs requested on the level of additional 
programme costs using available administrative data, particularly as such a change would be 
highly sensitive to the income distribution in households at the time of implementation. How-
ever, analysis based on the SWITCH model(Simulating Welfare and Income Tax Changes) 
predicted an estimated cost in the region of €73million, which, with income tax and Working 
Family Payment offsets, net expenditure is estimated at €55 million.   Any changes to qualify-
ing criteria would have to be considered in an overall budgetary context.

  Question No. 639 answered with Question No. 613.

18/06/2019WRFF03400Social Welfare Benefits Data

18/06/2019WRFF03500640. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated cost of increasing all social assistance payments by €5, €10, €15, €20, €25 
and €30, respectively in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25137/19]

18/06/2019WRFF03600641. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated cost of increasing all social insurance payments by €5, €10, €15, €25 and 
€30, respectively in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25138/19]

18/06/2019WRFF03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 640 and 641 together.

The costings sought by the Deputy are detailed in the following tables.

Table 1: Cost of varying amounts in all social insurance payments 

Scheme  Full year cost of 
a €5  increase    

Full year cost of 
a €10 increase  

Full year cost of 
a €15 increase  

Full year cost of 
a €20 increase  

Full year cost of 
a €25 increase  

Full year cost of 
a €30 increase  

 €m  €m  €m  €m  €m  €m

Social Insurance 
Schemes

Pension Pay-
ments 

State Pension 
(Contributory)

111.22 222.23 333.23 444.19 555.46 666.42

Widow/er’s Con-
tributory Pension 
(Aged 66 and 
over) 

24.75 49.5 74.25 99 123.75 148.51

Deserted Wife’s 
Benefit (Aged 66 
and over) 

1.68 3.37 5.05 6.73 8.41 10.09
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Scheme  Full year cost of 
a €5  increase    

Full year cost of 
a €10 increase  

Full year cost of 
a €15 increase  

Full year cost of 
a €20 increase  

Full year cost of 
a €25 increase  

Full year cost of 
a €30 increase  

 €m  €m  €m  €m  €m  €m

Death Benefit 
Pension (Aged 
66 and over) 

0.14 0.28 0.42 0.56 0.7 0.84

Working Age 
Payments 

Widow/er’s or 
Surviving Civil   
Partner’s (Con) 
Pension

7.73 15.48 23.22 30.95 38.68 46.44

Deserted Wife’s 
Benefit

0.77 1.55 2.31 3.09 3.86 4.64

Invalidity Pen-
sion

16.2 32.36 48.56 64.76 80.95 97.12

Partial Capacity 
Benefit

0.43 0.87 1.3 1.73 2.17 2.6

Guardian’s Pay-
ment (Contribu-
tory)

0.31 0.61 0.92 1.22 1.53 1.83

Disablement 
Pension

1.29 2.57 3.86 5.14 6.43 7.72

Illness Benefit 13.81 27.63 41.46 55.29 69.09 82.92

Injury Benefit 0.4 0.81 1.21 1.62 2.02 2.43

Incapacity 
Supplement

0.25 0.49 0.74 0.99 1.23 1.48

Jobseeker’s 
Benefit

8.48 16.97 25.46 33.96 42.43 50.93

Carer’s Benefit 0.72 1.44 2.15 2.87 3.59 4.31

Health and 
Safety Benefit

0.01 0.02 0.04 0.05 0.06 0.07

Maternity & 
Adoptive Benefit 

5.16 10.32 15.48 20.63 25.97 30.95

Paternity Benefit 0.22 0.45 0.67 0.89 1.12 1.34

Total Social In-
surance Schemes 

193.57  386.95  580.33  773.66  967.44  1160.64 

Table 2: Cost of varying amounts in all social assistance payments

Scheme Full year cost of 
a €5  increase    

Full year cost of 
a €10 increase  

Full year cost of 
a €15 increase  

Full year cost of 
a €20 increase  

Full year cost of 
a €25 increase  

Full year cost of 
a €30 increase  

 €m  €m  €m  €m  €m  €m

Social Assis-
tance Schemes

Pension Pay-
ments 

State Pension 
(Non Con)

25.14 50.28 75.42 100.56 125.7 150.83

Carer’s Allow-
ance (Aged 66 
and over) 

0.48 0.96 1.44 1.93 2.41 2.89

Half Rate 
Carer’s Allow-
ance (Aged 66 
and over) 

1.71 3.42 5.13 6.84 8.55 10.26

Working Age 
Payments 

Blind Pension 0.33 0.67 1 1.33 1.66 2

Widow/ers or 
Surviving Civil   
Partner’s (Non-
Con) Pension

0.36 0.72 1.08 1.44 1.79 2.15
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Scheme Full year cost of 
a €5  increase    

Full year cost of 
a €10 increase  

Full year cost of 
a €15 increase  

Full year cost of 
a €20 increase  

Full year cost of 
a €25 increase  

Full year cost of 
a €30 increase  

 €m  €m  €m  €m  €m  €m

Deserted Wife’s 
Allowance 

0.02 0.05 0.07 0.1 0.12 0.15

One-Parent Fam-
ily Payment

10.22 20.45 30.67 40.9 51.12 61.35

Carer’s Allow-
ance

11.1 22.2 33.3 44.4 55.5 66.6

Half Rate 
Carer’s Allow-
ance 

2.97 5.93 8.9 11.87 14.83 17.8

Guardian’s 
Payment (Non-
Contributory)

0.14 0.29 0.43 0.57 0.72 0.86

Jobseeker’s Al-
lowance 

38.85 77.7 116.7 155.55 194.4 233.25

Jobseeker’s 
Allowance - for 
those aged 18 to 
24 years of age 

2.98 5.96 8.93 11.91 14.89 17.87

Jobseeker’s 
Allowance - for 
those aged 25 
years of age

0.47 0.95 1.42 1.89 2.37 2.84

Disability Al-
lowance

39.55 79.11 118.74 158.29 197.85 237.4

Farm Assist 2.17 4.35 6.54 8.71 10.88 13.06

Back to Educa-
tion Allowance 

1.49 2.97 4.46 5.95 7.44 8.93

Back to Work 
Enterprise Al-
lowance 

1.79 3.56 5.36 7.13 8.92 10.69

Community 
Employment 

6.22 12.43 18.67 24.89 31.1 37.32

TÚS 1.84 3.68 5.53 7.37 9.21 11.05

Rural Social 
Scheme 

1.06 2.13 3.2 4.26 5.33 6.39

Jobs Initiative 0.35 0.7 1.05 1.4 1.75 2.1

Supplementary 
Welfare Allow-
ance

4.36 8.72 13.09 17.45 21.81 26.16

Child Related 
Payments

Domiciliary 
Care Allowance 

2.94 5.89 8.83 11.77 14.71 17.66

Child Benefit 73.29 146.57 219.86 293.14 366.43 439.72

Total Social 
Assistance 
Schemes 

229.83 459.69 689.82 919.65 1149.49 1379.33

The costs shown above are on a full year basis and are based on the estimated number of 
recipients in 2019.  It should be noted that these costings are subject to change in the context of 
emerging trends and associated revision of the estimated numbers of recipients for 2020.  

It should also be noted that these costings include proportionate increases for qualified 
adults and for those on reduced rates of payment, where relevant.

18/06/2019WRFF03900Jobseeker’s Benefit Appeals

18/06/2019WRFF04000642. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
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tection if a decision has been made on a jobseeker’s benefit appeal in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25202/19]

18/06/2019WRFF04100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was 
referred on 28th May 2019 to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the ap-
peal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRFF04200Disability Allowance Appeals

18/06/2019WRFF04300643. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a decision has been made on the review of further medical evidence submitted in sup-
port of a disability allowance appeal by a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [25236/19]

18/06/2019WRFF04400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I am 
advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer has completed a review 
of the original decision to disallow the appeal of the person concerned in light of additional 
evidence submitted and, as a result, has decided to allow the appeal.  The person concerned has 
been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRFF04500Illness Benefit Payments

18/06/2019WRFF04600644. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if the delayed illness benefit to a person (details supplied) will be rectified. [25254/19]

18/06/2019WRFF04700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned is currently a qualified adult on her partner’s Jobseeker’s Allowance claim.  
This means that her partner is in receipt of a payment in respect of her.

A claim for Illness Benefit by the person concerned has been received and the monetary 
difference between the qualified adult allowance and her illness benefit entitlement is currently 
being calculated and processed. Any arrears due to the person concerned will be paid to her 
within 10 working days.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRFF04800Tús Programme
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18/06/2019WRFF04900645. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if her attention has been drawn to recruitment difficulties experienced by a Tús initiative 
in County Tipperary due to the significant decrease in referrals for the scheme (details sup-
plied);; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25306/19]

18/06/2019WRFF05000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): It 
is recognised by Government that Tús is a positive initiative that enables the long-term unem-
ployed to make a contribution to their communities whilst up-skilling themselves for prospec-
tive future employment.

Tús provides work placements for a twelve month period for those who are on the Live 
Register for a year or more.  The initiative helps break the cycle of long-term unemployment by 
providing a work routine and valuable work experience.  

The welcome increase in the number of people at work and the continued reduction in Live 
Register numbers have an impact on recruitment to all work programmes.  In this regard, the 
Department has implemented a number of changes to the terms and conditions of participation 
on TUS, in order to broaden potential availability to a greater number of people on the Live 
Register. 

The TUS programme in the areas highlighted by the Deputy is administered on behalf of 
my Department by South Tipperary Development Company and officials from my Department 
work very closely with that company to identify and refer potential participants to it.  In ad-
dition, 30% of available Tús places can now be filled by assisted or self-referrals. This allows 
customers who fulfil the qualifying criteria for Tús, but who may not have been referred under 
the existing selection process the opportunity to avail of this short term quality work placement.

The Department keeps all aspects of its activation programmes under review to ensure the 
best outcomes for participants and communities whilst also having regard to the, thankfully, 
much reduced number of people claiming jobseeker payments.  The Government is very mind-
ful of the large number of work programme places involved in service delivery and other valu-
able services to individuals and communities across Ireland.  In this regard if any scheme is ex-
periencing particular recruitment difficulties, they should contact their local Department Intreo 
Centre for assistance. 

18/06/2019WRFF05100Social Welfare Benefits Reviews

18/06/2019WRFF05200646. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of years that can pass before deeming a social welfare entitlements case out of 
bounds for review; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25324/19]

18/06/2019WRFF05300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Where a social welfare payment has been awarded,  a Deciding Officer may revise that deci-
sion at any stage,  where there is either a change of circumstances,  or where there was an error 
in the original decision,  or where fresh facts or evidence indicate that the original decision was 
incorrect.   There is no time limit on this.

Where the original decision was to refuse the payment,  the decision maker may review that 
decision in the case of either an error in the original decision,  or where fresh facts or evidence 
indicate that the original decision was incorrect. Again, there is no time limit on this.  

In the case of appeals to the independent Social Welfare Appeals Office,  there is generally a 
21 day time limit to seek an appeal,  but this can be extended in certain situations by the Chief 
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Appeals Officer.

An Appeals Officer’s decision can be reviewed by another Appeals Officer, again without 
a time limit,  where there is an error or where fresh facts or evidence indicate that the original 
decision was wrong.

Finally,  the legislation also allows for the Chief Appeals Officer to revise an Appeal’s Of-
ficer’s decision at any time, where there has been an error of law or of fact.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRFF05400Child Benefit Payments

18/06/2019WRFF05500647. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection her plans to restore child benefit for children over 18 years of age who are still at-
tending secondary school; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25367/19]

18/06/2019WRFF05600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Child Benefit is a monthly payment made to families with children in respect of all qualified 
children up to the age of 16 years.  The payment continues to be paid in respect of children up 
to their 18th birthday who are in full-time education, or who have a disability.  Child Benefit is 
currently paid, as of end-April 2019 to almost 632,000 families in respect of over 1.2 million 
children, with an estimated expenditure of more than €2 billion in 2018.

Given the universality of Child Benefit, extending entitlement to parents of full time stu-
dents in second level education who are over 18 years of age would not be a targeted approach.  
The adoption of such a proposal would have significant cost implications and would have to be 
considered in an overall budgetary context. 

Families on low incomes may be able to avail of a number of social welfare schemes that 
support children in full-time education until the age of 22, including:

- Increase for a Qualified Child (IQCs) with primary social welfare payments;

- the Working Family Payment for low-paid employees with children;

- the Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance.  

These schemes provide targeted assistance that is directly linked to household income and 
thereby support low-income families with older children participating in full-time education.

18/06/2019WRFF05700Departmental Properties

18/06/2019WRFF05800648. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the amount of land purchased and leased by size and amount expended in the past 
five years to date; the location of same; the term of the lease and amount expended per year in 
cases in which land is leased; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25384/19]

18/06/2019WRFF05900649. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of buildings and property purchased and leased and the amount ex-
pended in the past five years to date; the location of same; the term of the lease and the amount 
expended per year in cases in which properties are leased; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [25401/19]
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18/06/2019WRFF06000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 648 and 649 together.

With the exception of the Department headquarters, Áras Mhic Dhiarmada, which is held 
by the Minister on behalf of the Social Insurance Fund, all buildings and property, occupied by 
the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection, are owned or leased by the Office 
of Public Works. 

The Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection does not engage in the acqui-
sition of land or buildings, through purchase or lease.

The Office of Public Works is responsible for the delivery of office accommodation to meet 
the operational needs of Government, including the Department of Employment Affairs and 
Social Protection and can provide details of all buildings owned or leased.

18/06/2019WRGG00300Social Welfare Code

18/06/2019WRGG00400650. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her plans to amend the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005 in order to include home-
schooled children alongside the list of recognised institutions of education to ensure that par-
ents that rely on social protection supports are not denied a qualified child increase based on 
the way which they choose to educate their children; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [25586/19]

18/06/2019WRGG00500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): An 
Increase for a Qualified Child (IQC) is payable in respect of qualified children until age 18, or 
up to 22 if in full-time education, on all schemes where IQCs apply.

An IQC is payable where the child is in full-time education and the customer is in receipt of:

- a long-term DEASP payment,

or

- a short-term payment i.e. Jobseekers Benefit, Jobseekers Allowance, Illness Benefit, Oc-
cupational Injury Benefit or Health and Safety Benefit for 156 days or has an accumulation of 
at least 156 days of relevant DEASP payments

Where a student reaches 18 during the academic year, and the customer is in receipt of a 
short-term payment but does not satisfy the 156 days requirement, the IQC will continue to be 
paid in respect of that child up to the 30th June following the birthday or until s/he completes 
the full-time day course, whichever is the earlier.

Where a student reaches age 22 during an academic year, payment of the IQC is continued 
for the duration of that academic year, provided s/he remains in full-time education until then. 

Section 2(3) of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005, (as amended) defines the term 
“qualified child”.

A qualified child must:

- Be ordinarily resident in the State

- Not be detained in a children detention school
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- Satisfy the condition as to age.

There is no full-time education conditionality.

Under sections 10 and 14 of the Education (Welfare) Act 2000 once an 18 year old is reg-
istered by the National Educational Welfare Board an IQC is payable. A child does not need to 
be attending at one of the listed recognised institutions of education but must satisfy the Board 
under Section 14 (2) of the Education (Welfare) Act 2000 that the child is registered with the 
National Education Welfare Board.

18/06/2019WRGG00600Social Welfare Appeals Waiting Times

18/06/2019WRGG00700651. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the average waiting time for social welfare appeals to be heard by the social welfare 
appeals office; if the average waiting time is calculated from the date on which the appeal by 
the appellant is received by the office or the date on which the appeal is formally registered by 
the office; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25604/19]

18/06/2019WRGG00800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment Affairs 
and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against 
decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.  

All claim decisions taken by the Department’s Deciding Officers and Designated Persons 
are appealable to the Chief Appeals Officer.  In any year about 85% of all claims are awarded 
by the Department and just 1% are appealed.  Nevertheless, the Department is concerned that 
these cases are dealt with as quickly as possible.

Accordingly, significant efforts and resources have been devoted to reforming the appeal 
process in recent years.  As a result, appeal processing times in respect of all schemes improved 
between 2011 and 2017 from 52.5 weeks for an oral hearing in 2011 to 26.4 weeks in 2017 and 
from 25.1 weeks for a summary decision in 2011 to 19.8 weeks in 2017. The corresponding 
processing times for the year 2018 were 30 weeks for an oral hearing and 24.8 weeks for a sum-
mary decision. There has been some improvement to date in 2019 with an oral hearing decision 
taking on average 28.2 weeks and a summary decision taking 23.3 weeks. 

The average waiting time is calculated from the date the appeal is registered. The time taken 
to process an appeal reflects a number of factors including that the appeals process is a quasi-
judicial process with appeals officers being required to decide all appeals on a ‘de-novo’ basis.  
In addition, appeals decisions are themselves subject to review by the High Court and decisions 
have to be formally written up to quasi-judicial standards.  Other factors that influence appeals 
processing times include the quality of the initial decision – in this respect the Department has 
changed the decisions process in respect of medical schemes, in order to provide more infor-
mation to the claimant.  I expect that this will help to reduce the number of appeals over time.

In addition, a number of new Appeals Officers have joined the Appeals Office over the past 
12-18 months, to replace staff leaving on retirement.  Given the complexity of the appeals pro-
cess it takes some time for new staff to be trained up and develop expertise and this has led to 
somewhat longer processing times during this period.  The Chief Appeals Officer has advised 
me that appeal processing times continue to be a priority for her Office. 

Finally, where a claimant has been refused a social welfare payment, regardless of the 
scheme involved, and is appealing that decision, if their means are insufficient to meet their 
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needs it is open to them to apply for supplementary welfare allowance in the interim.  

If their application for supplementary welfare allowance is refused, they can also appeal that 
decision.  The supplementary welfare allowance appeal will be prioritised for attention within 
the Appeals Office as soon as the appeal file and submission is received from my Department.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRGG00900Disability Allowance Applications

18/06/2019WRGG01000652. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a person (details supplied) will receive a decision on the review of a disability 
allowance application in which a review was requested and no decision has been made; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [25612/19]

18/06/2019WRGG01100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Following the submission of further medical evidence by the per-
son concerned, their case has been reviewed and they have been awarded disability allowance 
with effect from 17 October 2018.  The first payment will be made on 3 July 2019. 

Arrears of payment due will issue as soon as possible once any necessary adjustment is 
calculated and applied in respect of any overlapping payments. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

18/06/2019WRGG01200Planning Investigations

18/06/2019WRGG01300653. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if the report into alleged planning irregularities in County Donegal will be published; and 
the action he plans to take arising from the contents of the report. [24851/19]

18/06/2019WRGG01400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Review Into Certain Planning Matters In Respect Of Donegal County Council, by Mr. Rory 
Mulcahy S.C., was received by my Department in June, 2017. 

Following initial analysis and assessment of the report’s findings and recommendations, in-
cluding interaction with the Department’s own legal advisers and the Attorney General’s Office, 
a comprehensive set of queries and a request for advice in relation to certain matters, including 
potential dissemination or publication of the report, was submitted to the Attorney General’s 
Office.

Following the receipt of the Attorney’s advice, officials in my Department have considered 
the matter further and prepared a submission for my consideration in respect of, inter alia, the 
issue of publication or dissemination of the report.  

I am considering the report and the extensive legal advices received. Once I have concluded 
my deliberations, I will be in a position to consider what actions, if necessary, need to be taken 
and to make a further statement on the matter.

18/06/2019WRGG01500Electoral Reform
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18/06/2019WRGG01600654. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he will initiate a report on the issue of spoilt ballots in view of the high level of spoilt 
votes in the 2019 local and European elections; and if so, if it will include a survey of all spoils 
(details supplied). [24852/19]

18/06/2019WRGG01700658. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he will consider putting plans in place to ensure that no other referendum is held on the 
same date as local elections in the future in view of the confusion and significant level of spoilt 
votes in the 2019 elections; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25038/19]

18/06/2019WRGG01800659. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the steps that will be taken to address the significant number of blank and spoilt ballot 
papers in the local and European elections 2019; if he will consider introducing an information 
programme to explain the format to the voting public; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25039/19]

18/06/2019WRGG01900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 654, 658 and 659 together.

Electoral law provides that a ballot paper at an election is invalid for a number of reasons: if 
it does not bear the official mark; does not clearly indicate a first preference for some candidate; 
indicates a first preference for more than one candidate; or has anything written or marked on 
it, which in the opinion of the returning officer is calculated to identify the elector. 

My Department is currently compiling the results for the recently held European and lo-
cal elections and referendum. The information is being compiled based on returns from local 
returning officers and will be published in due course on my Department’s website and will 
include information on the reason given for invalid ballot papers.

My Department recently completed a public consultation on a Regulatory Impact Analysis 
(RIA) that was prepared in relation to the establishment of an electoral commission. The pro-
posed functions of the commission as set out in the RIA include conducting research and devel-
oping programmes and implementing ways to enhance voter education and engagement. Such 
research and programmes could assist in analysing in more detail the reasons for invalid ballot 
papers and in helping the public to have a better understanding of the voting system.  

The submissions received in the course of the consultation are being considered in my 
Department and the content used to inform a preferred option for establishing a commission, 
which will be brought to Government for consideration.  Once a preferred option is agreed, 
work would then commence on the preparation of the necessary legislation to establish an elec-
toral commission.

On the matter of holding a number of polls on the same day, arrangements for the holding 
of polls are set out in electoral law. I am required under electoral law to appoint the day upon 
which the poll at an election or a referendum shall take place. The law allows for the taking of 
the poll on any day of the week and  does not preclude a number of polls being taken together.  
This flexibility allows all relevant factors to be taken into account at any given time in setting 
the polling day. While I have no proposals to change the current arrangements, they are kept 
under review in my Department.

18/06/2019WRGG02000Planning Guidelines

18/06/2019WRGG02100655. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
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ment if a review of the co-living planning regulations will be conducted in view of the likely 
unintended consequences of such developments. [24880/19]

18/06/2019WRGG02200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
In March 2018, I published updated Sustainable Urban Housing: Design Standards for New 
Apartments Guidelines for Planning Authorities under Section 28 of the Planning and Develop-
ment Act 2000 (as amended), to respond to the changing housing needs in light of demograph-
ics and the dynamics in the urban employment market.  An extensive public consultation pro-
cess took place prior to finalisation of the guidelines, during which 63 submissions were made 
to my Department, all of which are available on my Department’s website. My Department also 
hosted a consultative workshop prior to finalising the guidelines.  

The updated guidelines set out policy in relation to a range of apartment types needed to 
meet the accommodation needs of a variety of household types and sizes.  This includes the 
introduction of the ‘Shared Accommodation’ or ‘Co-Living’ format.  This format comprises 
professionally managed rental accommodation, where individual rooms are rented within an 
overall development that includes access to shared or communal facilities and amenities.  Such 
developments are only appropriate where responding to an identified urban housing need at 
particular locations; they are not envisaged as an alternative or replacement to the more conven-
tional apartment developments which are provided for elsewhere in the guidelines. To date, the 
number of planning applications submitted for this type of development appears to have been 
extremely low, relative to the total number of planning applications for residential development 
overall.

In view of the relatively recent issuing of the guidelines, the extensive public consultation 
that took place prior to their finalisation, and the need to see out the practical implementation of 
the guidelines, particularly with regard to shared accommodation. I am satisfied that the guide-
lines as issued are robust and I do not propose to review the guidelines at this time.  

However, given the relatively new nature of this form of accommodation, my Department 
will monitor the emerging shared accommodation sector and may issue further additional tech-
nical updates to this document as appropriate.

18/06/2019WRGG02300Animal Welfare

18/06/2019WRGG02400656. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the name of each local authority nationally that directly employs an animal welfare officer 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24881/19]

18/06/2019WRGG02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each Chief Executive is responsible for 
the staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out the functions of the lo-
cal authority for which he or she is responsible. 

My Department oversees workforce planning for the local government sector, including the 
monitoring of local government sector employment levels. To this end, my Department gath-
ers aggregate quarterly data on staff numbers in each local authority. However, granular data, 
in terms of the specific role and function of each individual staff member, is not collected and 
consequently is not available in my Department. 

This information should be available directly from local authorities themselves.
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18/06/2019WRGG02600Local Authority Housing Funding

18/06/2019WRGG02700657. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount available under the buy and renew scheme; the amount available to each 
county council; if there is a cap; the amount Kerry County Council drew down under this 
scheme in each of the past 5 years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24886/19]

18/06/2019WRGG02800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under my Department’s Social Housing Investment Programme, funding is available to all 
local authorities to deliver additional social housing stock through construction and the acqui-
sition of new and previously owned houses/apartments for social housing use.  This includes 
delivery through the Buy and Renew Scheme and activity in this regard is largely delegated to 
local authorities so they can respond flexibly to all opportunities to provide new social housing 
and, as such, there is no funding limit for each local authority, once they are contributing to the 
delivery of their Rebuilding Ireland targets.

Since the Buy & Renew Scheme was introduced in 2017, Kerry County Council has deliv-
ered over 30 properties, with funding of c €5.3 million approved by my Department.

  Questions Nos. 658 and 659 answered with Question No. 654.

18/06/2019WRGG03100Planning Issues

18/06/2019WRGG03200660. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of attendees for a public event which would require planning permission; and 
the regulations in place for events of a smaller size to ensure such events are managed in a safe 
and secure way. [25098/19]

18/06/2019WRGG03300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Section 230 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 provides that a licence is required 
in respect of the holding of a prescribed event or class of event. Part 16 of the Planning and 
Development Regulations 2001 provides for the licensing of outdoor events.  Article 183 of 
the Regulations provides that a prescribed event for the purposes of Section 230 is an event 
at which the audience comprises 5,000 or more people.  Section 234 of the 2000 Act places a 
general duty on all those connected with an event, whether organising or attending the event, to 
take all reasonable steps to avoid exposing any other person to a risk of danger. 

Organisers of events which do not require an outdoor event licence are well advised that 
they should be held in close co-operation with the local authority, An Garda Síochána and the 
emergency services and comply with the relevant codes of practice, in particular the Code of 
Practice for Safety at Outdoor Pop Concerts and Other Outdoor Musical Events (1996). The 
Planning and Development Act 2000 focuses primarily on the planning or licensing aspects 
of outdoor events. An Garda Síochána have responsibility for public order and crowd events, 
while responsibility for fire safety rests with fire authorities.  My Department is currently under-
taking a review of safety at funfairs, which is likely to include a broader examination of public 
safety at outdoor events. I expect this review to be finalised and reported on later this year.

18/06/2019WRGG03400Housing Adaptation Grant Data

18/06/2019WRGG03500661. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the expenditure to date on the housing adaptation grant; the estimated full year cost of 
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increasing expenditure by 10% and 20%, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25140/19]

18/06/2019WRGG03600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
2019, a total of €71.25 million is available for the Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People 
and People with a Disability Scheme, in respect of private houses. This is made up of €57 mil-
lion Exchequer funding, which is an increase of some 8% on the 2018 figure, with the balance 
of €14.25m being contributed by the local authorities.  A total of €13.83 million has been spent 
to date.  The suite of grants include the Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability, 
the Mobility Aids Grant and the Housing Aid for Older People. 

Increasing funding by 10% would cost an additional €5.7 million to the Exchequer, with 
a further €1.425 million to be contributed by the local authorities, while an increase of 20% 
would cost an additional €11.4 million to the Exchequer, with a further €2.85 million to be con-
tributed by the local authorities. 

Further consideration will be given to increasing funding over the coming years in the con-
text of the range of housing supports and provision being made under Rebuilding Ireland and 
also considering the commitments under the Government’s Housing Options for Our Ageing 
Population - Policy Statement (Actions 4.1/4.2), which is available on my Department’s web-
site at the following link:

https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/housingoptionsforanage-
ingpopulationeng_web.pdf.

18/06/2019WRGG03700Tenant Purchase Scheme

18/06/2019WRGG03800662. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to put in place a monetary package scheme for local authority and social housing 
tenants who wish to own their own dwelling; if this scheme could apply to applicants in circum-
stances in which local authorities within the provisions of regulations exclude certain houses 
which in the opinion of the local authority should not be sold for reasons such as proper stock or 
estate management; and his plans to ensure that this monetary package scheme, that is, funding 
in lieu of the number of years tenancy in a local authority house, will also be made available 
to Part V homes which are also excluded from the tenant (incremental) purchase scheme 2016. 
[25151/19]

18/06/2019WRGG03900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): A 
local authority tenant who wishes to purchase their dwelling can apply to do so through the Ten-
ant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme, which came into operation on 1 January 2016. The Scheme 
is open to eligible tenants, including joint tenants, of local authority houses that are available 
for sale under the Scheme.  To be eligible, tenants must meet certain criteria, including having a 
minimum reckonable income of €15,000 per annum and having been in receipt of social hous-
ing support for at least one year.

The provisions of Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, are de-
signed to enable the development of mixed tenure sustainable communities. Part V homes are 
excluded from the Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme 2016 to ensure that homes delivered 
under this mechanism will remain available for people in need of social housing support and 
that the original policy goals of the legislation are not eroded over time. The continued devel-
opment of mixed tenure communities remains very important in promoting social integration.

Local authorities may also, within the provisions of the Regulations, exclude certain houses 
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which, in the opinion of the authority, should not be sold for reasons such as proper stock or 
estate management.  It is a matter for each individual local authority to administer the Scheme 
in its operational area in line with the over-arching provisions of the governing legislation for 
the scheme, and in a manner appropriate to its housing requirements.

In line with the commitment given in the Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan on 
Housing and Homelessness, a review of the operation of the first 12 months of the Tenant Pur-
chase (Incremental) Scheme has been completed and a full report has been prepared setting out 
findings and recommendations.  

Following consideration of a number of implementation issues arising, I expect to be in a 
position to publish the Review very shortly. I intend to bring a comprehensive package of so-
cial housing reform measures to Government and the relevant recommendations made in the 
Review of the Tenant Purchase Scheme will be progressed as part of that process.

18/06/2019WRGG04000Local Authority Housing Maintenance

18/06/2019WRGG04100663. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the status of the work of the group within the structure of an organisation (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25293/19]

18/06/2019WRGG04200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department engages with the organisation referred to in relation to a range of issues of common 
interest to the Department and the local government sector.  While the internal operations of the 
organisation, including internal groups and sub-committees, are a matter for the organisation 
itself, I understand that the work of the sub-group referred to is progressing well.  My Depart-
ment is engaging with the sub-group in relation to the development of a sustainable funding 
approach to housing stock maintenance and repairs and this will continue according as the sub-
group’s work evolves further.

18/06/2019WRGG04300Homeless Accommodation Provision

18/06/2019WRGG04400664. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of homeless hubs in operation in the Dublin City Council area; the location 
of each hub; the capacity of each hub; and the number of individual units in each hub in tabular 
form. [25342/19]

18/06/2019WRGG04500665. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of hotels, bed and breakfasts and similar forms of emergency accommoda-
tion excluding family hubs in the Dublin City Council area which are used to house homeless 
families; the location of each; and the number of homeless families housed in each in tabular 
form. [25343/19]

18/06/2019WRGG04600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 664 and 665 together.

My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national frame-
work of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in addressing 
homelessness at local level.  Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of emergency 
accommodation for homeless persons rests with individual housing authorities.  

It is recognised that hotel accommodation is inappropriate for accommodating homeless 
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families for anything other than a short period of time.  Accordingly, the Rebuilding Ireland Ac-
tion Plan for Housing and Homelessness includes the objective that hotels will only be used in 
limited circumstances as emergency accommodation for families.  To meet this objective hous-
ing authorities are pursuing the delivery of a range of additional and enhanced family-focused 
facilities, or family hubs, which offer a greater level of stability than is possible in hotels, while 
move-on options to long-term independent living are identified and secured.  

There are now 14 family hubs operating in the Dublin City Council area that offer 446 units 
of family accommodation, as detailed in the following table. Further such facilities are being 
planned for delivery in 2019, details of which will become available as projects are finalised.

Location   Number of Family Units   
Drumcondra, Dublin 3 34
Glasnevin, Dublin 11 14
Clontarf, Dublin 3 25
Rialto, Dublin 8 4
Gardiner St., Dublin 1 98
Clonliffe Road, Dublin 9 50
O’Connell St, Dublin 1 38
Clontarf, Dublin 3 11
Francis St., Dublin 8 30
Crumlin, Dublin 12 25
Ballyfermot, Dublin 10 12
Coolock, Dublin 17 28
Phibsboro, Dublin 7 37
Gardiner St, Dublin 1 40

My Department does not collate information regarding the number of hotels and bed and 
breakfasts that are used as emergency accommodation. Decisions on the range of emergency 
accommodation services required are a matter for individual housing authorities in consultation 
with the Management Group of the relevant regional joint Homelessness Consultative Forum.

18/06/2019WRGG04800Departmental Properties

18/06/2019WRGG04900666. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount of land purchased and leased by size and amount expended in the past five 
years to date; the location of same; the term of the lease and amount expended per year in cases 
in which land is leased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25388/19]

18/06/2019WRGG05000667. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of buildings and property purchased and leased and the amount expended 
in the past five years to date; the location of same; the term of the lease and the amount ex-
pended per year in cases in which properties are leased; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [25405/19]

18/06/2019WRGG05100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 666 and 667 together.

In relation to the information sought, the only transaction of relevance was funding of 
€241,000 provided, by my Department, to the Office of Public Works to purchase property at 
Valentia Island in 2016, in relation to the operations of Met Eireann; ownership of this property 
is vested in the Commissioner of Public Works.
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The information requested in relation to bodies under the aegis of my Department is a matter 
for the individual bodies concerned.  Arrangements have been put in place by each Agency to 
facilitate the provision of information directly to members of the Oireachtas.   The contact email 
address for each agency is set out in the following table.

Agency Email address
An Bord Pleanála Oireachtasqueries@pleanala.ie
Ervia, Gas   Networks Ireland oireachtas@ervia.ie
Housing Finance Agency oireachtas.enquiries@hfa.ie
Housing Sustainable   Communities Agency publicreps@housingagency.ie
Irish Water oireachtasmembers@water.ie
Local Government   Management Agency corporate@lgma.ie.
Ordinance Survey Ireland Oireachtas@osi.ie
Property Registration Authority reps@prai.ie
Pyrite Resolution Board oireachtasinfo@pyriteboard.ie
Residential Tenancies Board OireachtasMembersQueries@rtb.ie
Valuation Office reps@valoff.ie
 Land Development Agency  oireachtas@lda.ie
 Office of the Planning Regulator  oireachtas@opr.ie

18/06/2019WRGG05300Local Authority Housing Eligibility

18/06/2019WRGG05400668. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment when it became policy for carer’s allowance to be considered part of the income of a 
person when calculating rent for a local authority property; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25411/19]

18/06/2019WRGG05500669. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if his attention has been drawn to the fact that carer’s allowance is being considered 
a part of the income of a person when calculating rent for a local authority property in County 
Limerick; his views on whether it is acceptable; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25412/19]

18/06/2019WRGG05600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 668 and 669 together.

The right of local authorities to set and collect rents on their dwellings is laid down in sec-
tion 58 of the Housing Act 1966. The making or amending of a rent scheme is an executive 
function and is subject to broad principles set out by my Department including that –

- the rent payable should be related to income and a smaller proportion of income should be 
required from low income households; 

- provision should be included for the acceptance of a lower rent than that required under 
the terms of the scheme in exceptional cases where payment of the normal rent would give rise 
to hardship;

- appropriate local factors should be taken into account including the costs of the mainte-
nance and management of the stock of rented dwellings and the adequacy of the rental income 
to meet such costs.

Since 1986 when rent setting was devolved to individual local authorities, different ap-
proaches have been taken to rent charging and setting across the country. There are currently 36 
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differential rents schemes in operation nationwide. While local authorities generally follow the 
Household Means Policy (which applies for assessment of eligibility for social housing) there 
is variation in the extent to which they apply the income disregards set out in that policy in their 
Differential Rent Schemes and differing approaches are taken to, for example, Working Family 
Payment and Carers Allowance.

Considerable work has been carried out by my Department in developing a draft national 
differential rents framework for the purposes of section 31 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Pro-
visions) Act 2009. Such a framework has as its main aim the harmonisation of local authority 
rents, including a set of standardised income disregards, whilst retaining the general principle 
of rents related to household income. 

This work is now being examined further in the light of the broader commitment given 
in the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, to review the disparate 
systems of differential rent for social housing in place across local authorities. The overall ob-
jective is to ensure that housing supports are fair and sustainable and prioritise those on lowest 
incomes. I expect that the review will be completed in the near future.

18/06/2019WRHH00200Electric Vehicles

18/06/2019WRHH00300670. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to provide guidelines to the planning authorities with regard to the minimum 
number of electric car charging points there should be in new car parking facilities seeking 
planning permission. [25417/19]

18/06/2019WRHH00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Government’s Climate Action Plan 2019, launched on 17 June 2019, contains a number of 
actions to increase substantially the penetration of electric vehicles and the supply of necessary 
infrastructure to facilitate planned growth and stay sufficiently ahead of demand.  A number 
of these actions, including the development of an overarching charging infrastructure strategy, 
which will review and update the targets for the supply of public charging infrastructure for 
electric vehicles, are within the remit of my colleague the Minister for Communications, Cli-
mate Action and the Environment.   

In this context, my Department will lead on the updating of planning rules and guidelines, as 
appropriate, based on updated standards, grid requirements and implementation of the  Energy 
Performance of Buildings Directive (EU) 2018/844.  This work will be informed by the ongo-
ing work of an inter-Departmental Taskforce (which includes my Department), established to 
consider the range of measures and options available to Government to accelerate the take-up of 
low carbon technologies in the road transport sector.   It will also complement building control 
measures under regulations transposing the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EU) 
2018/844, which will be put in place by 10 March 2020.

18/06/2019WRHH00500Capital Assistance Scheme Funding

18/06/2019WRHH00600671. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the capital assistance scheme, CAS, allocation for 2019 as agreed in budget 2019; the 
number of applications for CAS funding to date in 2019; the value of the applications; the 
number of approvals for CAS funding to date in 2019; the value of the applications; the amount 
of funding remaining from the initial CAS allocation for 2019; if AHBs can continue to make 
applications for the remainder of 2019; and if not, the reason therefore. [25420/19]
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18/06/2019WRHH00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS) is operated on an open basis and AHBs can submit new 
proposals to local authorities at any time.  The 2019 funding provision is €94.875 million, €16.9 
million of which had been drawn down as at 14 June 2019.

CAS is administered by the local authorities who may advance loans of up to 100% of eli-
gible project costs to AHBs, with that funding recouped to the authorities by my Department.  
As the scheme is administered by the local authorities, my Department does not have details 
of the number of applications received by them from AHBs.  However, my Department has re-
ceived over 100 proposals from the local authorities to date this year, with a value of some €40 
million.  So far this year, some 120 approvals with a value of over €35 million have issued to 
local authorities, which includes applications received in late 2018.

18/06/2019WRHH00800Local Authority Housing Data

18/06/2019WRHH00900672. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of applications for serviced sites funding; the locations and number of units 
in each application; the value of the applications; the number of applications approved; and the 
price range agreed with each local authority for the sale price of the properties. [25421/19]

18/06/2019WRHH01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
One of the mechanisms available to local authorities to help them deliver affordable housing 
options is the Serviced Sites Fund (SSF).  Under the SSF, €310 million is being made available 
over the 2019 to 2021 period to support the delivery of infrastructure on local authority sites, 
which will deliver over 6,000 affordable homes.  This funding consists of €275 million Exche-
quer (or 89% contribution), and €35 million from local authorities (or 11% contribution).  

The first call for proposals under the SSF in June 2018 was targeted specifically at 11 local 
authorities where it was identified that the greatest affordability pressures exist.  I issued ap-
proval in December 2018 for funding for 10 infrastructure projects in Dublin and Cork, costing 
€43 million, which will support the delivery of 1,400 affordable homes.

Details of approved projects under the first call are set out in the following table.

Local Authority Project/ Location Total provisional 
cost of proposal 

Provisional Exche-
quer grant amount 

Provisional local 
authority contribu-
tion 

Affordable housing 
potential 

Cork County Glanmire €1,500,000 €1,335,000 €165,000 20 

Cork City Boherboy Road €4,968,366 €4,421,846 €546,520 103 

Cork City Kilmore Road, 
Churchfield 

€1,410,551 €1,255,390 €155,160 21 

Dublin City Cherry Orchard €7,645,415 €6,804,419 €840,996 183 

Dublin City Balbutcher, Bal-
lymun 

€4,135,351 €3,680,462 €454,889 74 

Dublin City Sillogue, Ballymun €3,975,000 €3,537,750 €437,250 83 

DLR Enniskerry   Road €4,537,576 €4,038,443 €499,133 50 

Fingal Church Fields, 
Mulhuddart 

€11,000,000 €9,790,000 €1,210,000 753 

Fingal Dun Emer, Lusk €1,500,000 €1,335,000 €165,000 74 

Fingal Hackettstown, 
Skerries 

€2,198,667 €1,956,814 €241,853 49 

Total €42,870,926 €38,155,124 €4,715,801 1,410 

The overall cost and timing of delivery for these projects is contingent upon the completion 
of planning and procurement in the first instance, and local authorities are working to achieve 
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delivery as quickly as possible, with the first tranche of affordable homes expected to be deliv-
ered next year.

Following the first call under the SSF, and in order to target affordable interventions, local 
authorities were asked to complete financial/economic assessments of each of their sites to as-
sess whether the provision of affordable homes is economically viable.  Local authorities were 
also asked to assess the broader housing affordability within their area.  

A second call for proposals under the SSF issued to 19 local authorities on 9 April 2019, 
based on the aforementioned economic assessments.  The closing date for returns was 17 May 
2019 and 31 submissions were received from 15 local authorities. These are currently being as-
sessed by my Department and I intend to issue approvals under this second call in the coming 
weeks.

18/06/2019WRHH01100Housing Adaptation Grant Funding

18/06/2019WRHH01200673. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when the allocation for local authority grants will be forwarded to city and county coun-
cils to fund mobility aid and housing adaptation grants for council housing. [25434/19]

18/06/2019WRHH01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department provides funding on an annual basis under the Disabled Persons Grants (DPGs) 
scheme to local authorities for adaptations and extensions to the existing social housing stock to 
meet the needs of local authority tenants.  The scheme applies to works that are necessary to ad-
dress the needs of older people or people with a disability.  This may involve minor adaptations 
such as stair-lifts, grabs -rails, showers, wet-rooms, ramps etc. It also provides funding for more 
major adaptations such as extensions, for example in the case of overcrowding, the installation 
of a downstairs bedroom or bathroom.  

My Department provides 90% funding towards the cost of the eligible works per property 
with the remaining 10% being provided by the local authorities. The local authority can carry 
out works up to a maximum level of €75,000 per property without the prior approval of the 
Department. Applications in excess of this amount can be submitted to the Department and will 
be considered for funding on a case by case basis. 

In line with previous years, local authorities were asked to submit details of their work pro-
posals and related funding requirements for this year, in early 2019. The local authority returns 
have been evaluated and the final funding allocations for 2019 will be issuing shortly. 

In the interim and in advance of formal notification of their 2019 funding, to remove any 
impediment to the undertaking of works, local authorities were advised in early 2019 to proceed 
with works of up to 65% of their overall 2018 allocation.   Notwithstanding this, it is anticipated 
that the overall available envelope of funds that will be made available in 2019 for the Disabled 
Persons Grant will increase on the 2018 level. This follows on a previous increase to the 2018 
budget to €14 million, up from €12 million in 2017. 

Following notification of their funding for 2019, it is a matter for each local authority to pri-
oritise the works required under the scheme in the context of available funding and in line with 
the terms of the DPG scheme. My Department will also further review 2019 allocations and 
funding drawdown later this year with a view to considering the allocation of additional fund-
ing should it become available. It will be open to local authorities to seek additional funding, 
once their allocation is fully expended and the relevant funding recouped from the Department.
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18/06/2019WRHH01400Traveller Accommodation

18/06/2019WRHH01500674. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount of funding allocated and drawn down by Galway County Council for Traveller 
accommodation for each site around the county for each of the years 2014 to 2018, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25471/19]

18/06/2019WRHH01600675. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount of funding returned by Galway County Council that had been ring-fenced for 
Traveller accommodation for each of the years 2014 to 2018, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25472/19]

18/06/2019WRHH01700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 674 and 675 together.

In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, housing authori-
ties have statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommodation needs of Travellers 
and the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual Traveller Accommodation 
Programmes (TAPs) in their areas.  My Department’s role is to ensure that there are adequate 
structures and supports in place to assist the authorities in providing such accommodation, in-
cluding a national framework of policy, legislation and funding. 

The allocations and recoupment profiles for capital Traveller accommodation projects can 
vary across local authorities given the local priorities, circumstances and project timelines as set 
out in the TAPs.  Local authorities adopted the fourth and current round of TAPs in April 2014, 
with the five-year rolling programmes running from 2014 to 2018.  These programmes provide 
a road map for local authority investment priorities over the period.  They also form the basis 
for the allocation of funding from my Department for Traveller accommodation.  Preparations 
are underway for the fifth TAP programme, 2019-2024.

Housing authorities submit funding proposals for individual Traveller-specific projects and 
developments on an annual basis.  These projects are assessed on a case-by-case basis in my 
Department in advance of allocations being made.   There is regular contact between my De-
partment and housing authorities in order to try to ensure maximum progress and drawdown.  
Local authorities may apply for additional funding throughout the year as needs arise. 

The following table sets out the allocation and drawdown for individual sites for Galway 
County from 2014 to 2018.

Galway County Site Allocation and Drawdown 2014 - 2018 

Galway County  Allocation € Drawdown € 
 2014  -  -
 2015  -  -
 2016  117,000  124,000
 Gort Bride  117,000  120,000
 Special Grant  4,000
 2017  625,000  -
Craughwell  460,000  -
 Creggaun  150,000  -
 Fire Safety Packs  15,000  -
 2018  1,080,000  267,000
 Capira  100,000  -
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Galway County  Allocation € Drawdown € 
 Craughwell  450,000  36,000
 Creggaun  150,000  7,000
 Gort Bride  4,000  -
 Fire Safety Packs  15,000  13,000
 Tuam Improvement Works  84,000  88,000
 Tuam Welfare Facilities  135,000  -
 Fire Safety works  143,000  123,000

18/06/2019WRHH01900Departmental Funding

18/06/2019WRHH02000676. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount of financial support provided to an organisation (details supplied) in each of 
the past five years; the non-financial supports provided to the organisation; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [25473/19]

18/06/2019WRHH02100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department does not fund any homeless service directly but provides funding to hous-
ing authorities towards the operational costs of homeless accommodation and related services 
under Section 10 of the Housing Act, 1988.  Under Exchequer funding arrangements, housing 
authorities must provide at least 10% of the cost of services from their own resources.  Further-
more, housing authorities may also incur additional expenditure on homeless related services 
outside of the Exchequer funding arrangements provided by my Department. Therefore, the ex-
act amounts spent by housing authorities on homeless services, as well as the service providers 
engaged and other non-financial supports, are a matter for those authorities.

Homeless services are organised on a regional basis with Galway City Council designated 
as the lead authority for the West region.  The West region comprises Galway City Council, 
Galway County Council,  Mayo County Council and Roscommon County Council.  Decisions 
on the range of emergency accommodation services required are a matter for individual housing 
authorities in consultation with the Management Group of the relevant regional joint Homeless-
ness Consultative Forum.

Financial reports setting out total expenditure on homeless services in each of the nine 
homeless regions are published on my Department’s website at the following link:

https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/homelessness/other/homelessness-data.

18/06/2019WRHH02200Approved Housing Bodies

18/06/2019WRHH02300677. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount of financial support provided to an association (details supplied) in each of the 
past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25474/19]

18/06/2019WRHH02400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department provides local authorities with a range of funding programmes that support the 
provision of social housing by Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs). These programmes include 
supporting the provision of new homes using capital funding, and long-term leasing and rental 
arrangements using current funding. In each case, the contractual arrangements are between 
the local authority and the AHBs and my Department recoups to local authorities the eligible 
payments paid to AHBs in accordance with the various schemes and their conditions. My De-
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partment does not provide funding directly to AHBs as financial support for their development 
or operations.

I understand that the AHB referred to by the Deputy provides accommodation as social 
housing under the Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS). The management of individual 
properties is a matter for each individual local authority in accordance with the contractual ar-
rangements entered into in respect of each property. Further details in this regard in relation to 
the AHB concerned may be obtained from Galway County Council.

18/06/2019WRHH02500Traveller Accommodation

18/06/2019WRHH02600678. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if funding will be made available to Sligo County Council to deliver a scheme to provide 
bedroom extensions for a number families at a location (details supplied) as outlined in the draft 
Traveller accommodation programme 1 July 2019 to 30 June 2024 of the council; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [25475/19]

18/06/2019WRHH02700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 
1998, housing authorities have statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommo-
dation needs of Travellers and the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual 
Traveller Accommodation Programmes (TAPs) in their areas.  My Department’s role is to en-
sure that there are adequate structures and supports in place to assist the authorities in providing 
such accommodation, including a national framework of policy, legislation and funding. 

Housing authorities submit funding proposals to my Department annually for individual 
Traveller-specific projects, both new developments and renovation and refurbishments. These 
projects are assessed  in my Department in advance of allocations being made. The capital bud-
get available for the delivery of Traveller accommodation is determined as part of the annual 
estimates process. A budget of €13m is available for this purpose in 2019, an increase of €1m 
on the €12m available in 2018. My Department is committed to ensuring that there is sufficient 
capital funding available to enable  the successful delivery of all Traveller Accommodation  
Programmes.  

The Sligo Traveller Accommodation Programme 2019 to 2024 is a draft programme which 
has not  yet been adopted by the elected members.  While my Department has received a num-
ber of proposals in relation to the location concerned, no proposal in relation to bedroom exten-
sions has been received.  Any such proposal, if received, will be considered by my Department.

18/06/2019WRHH02800Foreshore Licence Applications

18/06/2019WRHH02900679. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment further to Parliamentary Question No. 510 of 14 May 2019, the position regarding a fore-
shore licence for a proposal (details supplied) in County Dublin; if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that works have commenced beside this highly environmentally sensitive location, 
yet the licence has still not been finally drafted by the Chief State Solicitor’s Office; the steps 
he will take to have the works suspended until this is resolved; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [25483/19]

18/06/2019WRHH03000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): My Department has contacted the applicants for the foreshore li-
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cence concerned to confirm that no work is taking place on the foreshore prior to a  licence 
issuing. 

The applicants have advised that they are installing a manhole on a public road outside of 
the foreshore in Portrane. This work is being carried out under a Road Opening Licence permis-
sion from Fingal County Council (Ref 2019DF0515).

18/06/2019WRHH03100Homelessness Strategy

18/06/2019WRHH03200680. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his views on the recent findings from the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commis-
sion which said the response to the homelessness crisis was leaving low earners vulnerable to 
shocks in the housing market and that it was of the opinion that the rise in homelessness had 
been significantly exacerbated by policy choices; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[25542/19]

18/06/2019WRHH03300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Addressing homelessness is a priority for the Government. In 2016, the Government published 
the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan on Housing and Homelessness.  Rebuilding Ireland is de-
signed to significantly increase the supply of social housing by 50,000 homes in the period to 
2021, double the output of overall housing to at least 25,000 homes per annum by 2020, sup-
port all tenure types (social, private and rental), and tackle homelessness comprehensively.  
The Plan is underpinned by over €6 billion in funding.  By the end of Quarter 1 2019, 78,000 
households had been supported under Rebuilding Ireland and this figure is expected to reach 
100,000 by the end of 2019. 

While the realisation of these objectives will provide the ultimate solution to addressing 
housing supply issues, my Department also recognises the need for short-term emergency mea-
sures to address issues of homelessness and is providing capital funding to local authorities to 
provide emergency accommodation, to ensure that there is sufficient shelter for all who require 
it.  The Government has increased the budget available to local authorities to deliver homeless 
services to €146m in 2019, an increase of over 25% on the 2018 allocation.  Local authorities 
and their service delivery partners work with households experiencing homelessness to identify 
and secure exits from emergency accommodation to independent tenancies.  

During 2018, 5,135 individuals exited homelessness into independent tenancies, an increase 
of 8% on the 2017 figure of 4,729.  My Department will continue to work with local authorities 
and other relevant stakeholders to ensure further significant progress in this regard this year.

18/06/2019WRHH03400Housing Assistance Payment Data

18/06/2019WRHH03500681. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of HAP and RAS units in each local authority; the average HAP and RAS 
payment being made in each local authority in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [25543/19]

18/06/2019WRHH03600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme is funded through a combination of Exche-
quer monies and tenant differential rents collected in respect of HAP tenancies. Budget 2019 
has increased the Exchequer funding for the HAP scheme to €422 million. This will allow for 
the continued support of existing HAP households and also meet the needs of the additional 
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16,760 households targeted under Rebuilding Ireland to be supported by HAP in 2019, as well 
as supporting the roll-out of the Homeless HAP Place Finder Service across the country. 

Limerick City and County Council provides a highly effective HAP transactional shared 
service on behalf of all local authorities. This HAP Shared Services Centre (SSC) manages all 
HAP related rental transactions for the tenant, local authority and landlord. At the end of Q1 
2019, there were more than 45,900 households in receipt of HAP support and over 27,000 sepa-
rate landlords and agents providing accommodation to households supported by the scheme.

Details of the number of active HAP tenancies and the average monthly landlord payment 
at the end of Quarter 1 2019, are set out in the following table:

Local Authority Active tenancies End Q1 2019 Average Landlord Payment 
Carlow County Council 707 €554 
Cavan County Council 301 €455 
Clare County Council 1,332 €465 
Cork City Council 2,167 €774 
Cork County Council 3,427 €737 
Donegal County Council 1,727 €394 
Dublin City Council 2,594 €1,292 
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council 437 €1,359 
Fingal County Council 1,436 €1,340 
Galway City Council 1,465 €807 
Galway County Council 1,052 €711 
Kerry County Council 1,002 €516 
Kildare County Council 2,042 €921 
Kilkenny County Council 866 €578 
Laois County Council 715 €581 
Leitrim County Council 223 €414 
Limerick City and County Council 2,219 €584 
Longford County Council 297 €408 
Louth County Council 2,786 €846 
Mayo County Council 1,158 €506 
Meath County Council 1,804 €937 
Monaghan County Council 555 €490 
Offaly County Council 862 €515 
Roscommon County Council 370 €457 
Sligo County Council 677 €506 
South Dublin County Council 2,657 €1,230 
Tipperary County Council 1,772 €492 
Waterford City and County Council 1,826 €513 
Westmeath County Council 716 €559 
Wexford County Council 1,131 €527 
Wicklow County Council 1,036 €1,005 
Dublin Region Homeless Executive 
(DRHE)* 

4,556 *n/a 

* The average monthly landlord payment for tenancies set up by the DRHE are recorded 
against the individual local authority.

Data for the years 2011 to 2018 on the number and cost of tenancies funded under the Rental 
Accommodation Scheme (RAS) scheme is available on my Department’s website at the fol-
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lowing link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-
social-housing-provision.

The most recent RAS data reflects the number of tenancies in place at end March 2019, 
when there were a total of 18,697 tenancies supported under the scheme. 

I am providing €134.3 million to support the cost of RAS in 2019 and this funding will go 
towards supporting 600 additional RAS tenancies targeted to be achieved by local authorities 
in 2019 and the ongoing cost of supporting continuing RAS contracts in place at the beginning 
of 2019. It is not possible to accurately predict the number of tenancies that will be supported 
by RAS at the end of 2019 as numbers in RAS vary as contracts end, tenants move on to other 
properties, landlords join or withdraw from the scheme, new tenancies are allocated or vacan-
cies in contracted units are filled.  

HAP and RAS continue to be key vehicles in meeting housing need and fulfilling the ambi-
tious programme outlined under the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homeless-
ness.

18/06/2019WRHH03700Local Authority Housing Data

18/06/2019WRHH03800682. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of the local authority housing build target of 6,545 units for 2019 to be provid-
ed under headings (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25544/19]

18/06/2019WRHH03900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Earlier this year, I met with local authority Chief Executives to discuss the progress made in 
their local area, in terms of delivering on the social housing targets set under Rebuilding Ire-
land. Ambitious targets for this year have been set for each local authority, full details of which 
are available on the Rebuilding Ireland website at:

http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/social-housing-targets-2019/.

In 2019, it is intended that some 6,545 homes will be delivered for social housing house-
holds under various build programmes. The following table sets out the breakdown under the 
build programme for 2019, as requested.

Delivery Breakdown Requested Number of units Additional information

Local Authority New Build 3,294 Includes all local authority new build activity, direct and turnkey, and 
also new build homes delivered under regeneration schemes

Local Authority Part V 600

AHB Build 1,688 Includes new build delivery under CAS and CALF

AHB Part V 660 Includes new build delivery under CAS and CALF

LA Voids restored to active use under 
DHPLG Voids programme

303 While local authorities may return a higher number of Voids to active 
use under the programme, the number of homes which will count 
against build targets has been capped for each local authority at a 
maximum number.

CALF- Capital Advance Leasing Facility/ CAS- Capital Assistance Scheme

New build output through local authorities and Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) will 
continue to increase over the remainder of the Rebuilding Ireland programme and beyond. The 
target for 2020 is to deliver an additional 7,736 build units, rising to 8,907 in 2021. Over the 
lifetime of the Plan, Rebuilding Ireland aims to deliver some 33,617 additional homes through 
build activity, over 12,400 of which had been delivered to end Q1 2019. 

This growing build activity complements other social housing delivery programmes which 
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are being implemented in parallel, including Acquisitions, Leasing, the Housing Assistance 
Payment (HAP) scheme and the Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS). In total, just under 
78,000 additional households have been supported through the various delivery mechanisms 
since 2016.

18/06/2019WRHH04000EU Legislation

18/06/2019WRHH04100683. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
her views on a matter (details supplied) regarding EU laws banning lead used in shotgun and 
rifle cartridges; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25419/19]

18/06/2019WRHH04200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Agreement on the Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds (AEWA) was de-
veloped under the UN Convention on Migratory Species.   Ireland signed up to the Agreement 
in 2003.   The agreement includes a commitment that “Parties shall endeavour to phase out the 
use of lead shot for hunting in wetlands as soon as possible in accordance with self-imposed 
and published timetables.”  My Department’s position is to support the AEWA commitment to 
phase out the use of lead shot over wetlands.  

The European Commission have published an initial draft Regulation for consideration by 
Member States on the use of lead shot in wetlands following a report on the matter by the Euro-
pean Chemicals Agency (ECHA).   It is my understanding that the proposal, should it ultimately 
progress into law, would  make provision for a lead-in time to facilitate the making of arrange-
ments to source alternatives to lead shot.

18/06/2019WRHH04300Heritage Schemes

18/06/2019WRHH04400684. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the amount of funding directed to the conservation and management of heritage, both 
natural and built, nationally in 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019; the levels of engagement she has 
had with State tourism bodies regarding same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[24865/19]

18/06/2019WRHH04500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): A cumu-
lative allocation for Heritage of some €30.178 million has been provided in the 2019 Estimates 
provisions for my Department. In 2018 the equivalent expenditure figure was €26.287mil-
lion  and in 2017, the figure was €29.75million. 

Through the National Parks and Wildlife Service, my Department manages some 87,000 ha 
across our national parks and nature reserve network.  These parks annually attract 4 million 
visitors and support a broad range of enterprise and employment opportunities for the commu-
nities in which they are situated.

In July 2018, as part of our strategic investment partnership with Fáilte Ireland, which is 
aimed at enhancing and promoting the tourism offering at Ireland’s national parks and conserv-
ing and protecting the natural environments of the parks for the enjoyment of future genera-
tions, my Department published a document entitled Experiencing the Wild heart of Ireland, 
which is a tourism interpretative master plan for the national parks and nature reserves. The 
plan sets out a framework that will guide the phased development of enhanced visitor experi-
ences and improved visitor facilities at our national parks and nature reserves, taking into ac-
count our conservational objectives and based upon research into international best practice.
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The plan recommends a suite of capital projects of varying size from smaller scale interven-
tions, such as the installation of viewing platforms, to larger projects such as the development 
of new boardwalks and trails and the construction of new visitor centres. From these proposals, 
projects will be funded jointly by my Department and Fáilte Ireland through a multimillion euro 
investment package over the coming years.

The first such project is a €2.1 million investment in the Wild Nephin-Ballycroy National 
Park, which was announced on 31 August 2018. The aim of the project is to develop a continu-
ous 53 km walking and cycling trail from Newport to Ballycastle on the Wild Atlantic Way 
through the national park.  The project will endeavour to provide more direct and safe routes on 
tracks through bogland, forests and challenging terrain.

The next project is a €1.9 million investment for developments in Connemara National 
Park, announced on 3rd   December 2018. Works to be carried out are based on elements con-
tained in Outdoor Recreation Northern Ireland’s report Feasibility and Scoping Assessment Of 
Possible Links from Connemara National Park to Kylemore Abbey.  In brief, the funding will 
provide opportunities for improvement and enhancement of recreational trails, increased acces-
sibility of trails and development of new trails.  This will dissipate the visitor load and improve 
the quality of the visitor experience.

Our historic buildings and structures are also a vital part of our heritage. While the primary 
responsibility to care for and maintain our built heritage structures rests with the owner, the 
built heritage investment scheme and the structures at risk fund invest essential capital in our 
built heritage and help the owners and custodians of historic structures to safeguard them into 
the future for the benefit and enjoyment of communities and the public. There are almost 50,000 
protected structures around the country. Many of them are in great need of investment to ensure 
their preservation and continued use so that they remain a living part of our history and commu-
nity life into the future. Last April, funding of some €3.3 million was allocated to 431 projects 
across every local authority area under the built heritage investment scheme and the structures 
at risk fund. These projects are well under way with funding due to be drawn down in the final 
quarter of the year. I am pleased to note the structures at risk fund will be revised and refreshed 
as the historic structures fund for 2019. This will offer improved supports to those who work 
hard in our communities to ensure our historic buildings remain alive and in use so that they are 
passed to future generations in better condition than we found them.

18/06/2019WRHH04600Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Payments

18/06/2019WRHH04700685. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
reason a person (details supplied) has not received further payments under the cessation of turf 
cutting compensation scheme. [24882/19]

18/06/2019WRHH04800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): An appli-
cation for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme was received 
by my Department from the individual referred to in the Deputy’s Question. With respect to 36 
raised bog natural heritage area sites, the qualifying criteria for the scheme are that:

- The applicant must have had a legal interest (ownership or a turbary right (right to cut 
turf)) in one of these sites on 25 May 2010 and must have had the right to cut and remove turf 
from the property on that date;

- The applicant must have been cutting turf on the land in question during the relevant five 
year period up to 14 January 2014;
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- The turf resource on the site has not been exhausted; and

- No turf cutting or associated activity is ongoing on the property.   

I am advised that the applicant, referred to in the Deputy’s Question, was informed in 2018 
that he did not fulfil the qualifying criteria of the scheme. This applicant was provided with the 
opportunity to seek a Departmental review of this decision and did so. The decision was upheld 
and the applicant was advised that he could appeal this decision to the Peatlands Council.

My Department has been advised that, to date, no appeal has been received by the Peatlands 
Council.

18/06/2019WRHH04850Departmental Properties

18/06/2019WRHH04900686. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the amount of land purchased and leased by size and amount expended in the past five 
years to date; the location of same; the term of the lease and amount expended per year in cases 
in which land is leased; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25381/19]

18/06/2019WRHH04950687. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the number of buildings and property purchased and leased and the amount expended in 
the past five years to date; the location of same; the term of the lease and the amount expended 
per year in cases in which properties are leased; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[25398/19]

18/06/2019WRHH05000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 686 and 687 together.

In general, matters relating to the acquisition and leasing of property for my Department are 
the responsibility of the Office of Public Works.  However, I am advised that my Department 
has also leased a small number of properties over the period in question, the details of which 
are shown in the relevant tables below.

My Department owns significant lands across the country, including national parks , na-
tional monuments sites, nature reserves and other property acquired for purposes of heritage 
protection and conservation.  

Details of Properties purchased by the National Monuments Service Unit of the Department 
in connection with the protection ,conservation and presentation of national monuments are set 
out in the following table.

Year Details of Property Cost 

 2014  Askeaton Gate Lodge, Co. Limerick  €20,000 

 2015  14-17 Moore Street, Dublin    €4,000,000

Details of purchases of land by the National Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department  
in connection with the management of National Parks and Reserves are set out in the following 
table.

Year Details of Property Cost 

2016 4,900 acres at Glenasmole,   Wicklow Mountains National Park, Co. Dublin 64 hectares at 
Srahduggan,   Wild Nephin Ballycroy National Park, Co. Mayo 

€800,000    €220,000 

2017 4 acres at Burren   Information Point, Corofin, Co. Galway €175,000 

2018 47 acreas at Bleanmore   Island, Co. Mayo € 65,000 

Details of smaller purchases of land by the Peatlands Management Unit, Site Protection 
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Unit and Bog Relocation Unit of the National Parks and Wildlife Service under the Cessation 
of Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme, over the period in question are set out in the following 
table.

Year Amount   of Land purchased Location   (County) Cost 

2014 7   acres   2   acres   7   acres   
29   acres   28   acres   6   acres

Longford   Clare   Offaly   Gal-
way   Mayo   Tipperary

€291,500

2015 3   acres   42   acres   23   acres   
50   acres   15   acres   3   acres

Tipperary   Offaly   Meath   
Galway   Westmeath   Roscom-
mon

€494,326

2016 11   acres   3   acres   65   acres   
7   acres   11   acres   19   acres   
18   acres

Leitrim   Meath   Roscommon   
Westmeath   Mayo   Galway   
Offaly

€353,223

2017 140   acres   11   acres   70   
acres   15   acres   2   acres

Tipperary   Galway   Roscom-
mon   Mayo   Leitrim

€719,739

2018  22 acres   52   acres   15   acres   
41   acres

Offaly   Galway   Mayo   West-
meath

€736,814

2019   (to date) 11   acres   11acres   4   acres   
6   acres

Roscommon   Westmeath   Of-
faly   Galway

€116,042

My Department has also entered into lease arrangements with Bord na Móna for relocation 
sites for turf cutters from designated bogs under the Cessation of Turf Cutting Compensation 
Scheme. The term of these leases is 65 years and the full cost of the lease will be paid over the 
first 7 years of the 65 year period. From 2014 to date the Department has spent €510,469 on 
these leases. The 2019 payment will be made later in the year. The cost of each lease is based 
upon the projected amount of hoppers of turf that will be extracted from each relocation site.

Year Amount   of Land Leased Location   (County)

2014 44 acres 83.5 acres Offaly Galway

2015 44 acres 83.5 acres Offaly Galway

2016 44 acres 103.7 acres 1.5 acres Offaly Galway Westmeath

2017 44 acres 103.7 acres 1.5 acres Offaly Galway Westmeath

2018 44 acres 103.7 acres 1.5 acres Offaly Galway Westmeath

2019 to date 44 acres 103.7 acres 1.5 acres Offaly Galway Westmeath

Properties Leased by the Department 

2014

Details of Property Term of Lease Cost 

Kerry LIFE Project Office , Shanacashel Community Centre   5 years € 1,499 

Burren Life Project ,Office, Carron Parish Community Hall, Co. Clare 5 years  € 8,717 

2015

Details of Property Term of Lease Cost 

Kerry LIFE Project Office , Shanacashel Community Centre   5 years € 4,995 

Burren Life Project ,Office, Carron Parish Community Hall, Co. Clare 5 years € 9,812 

2016

Details of Property Term of Lease Cost 

Kerry LIFE Project Office , Shanacashel Community Centre  5 Years  € 4,995 

Burren Life Project ,Office, Carron Parish Community Hall, Co. Clare 5 Years   €14,161 

LIFE Project   Office, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath 5 Years €10,325 

 2017

Details of Property Term of Lease Cost 

Kerry LIFE Project Office , Shanacashel Community Centre   5 Years    € 4,995 

Burren Life Project ,Office, Carron Parish Community Hall, Co. Clare 5 Years   € 8,717 
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Details of Property Term of Lease Cost 

LIFE Project Office, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath 5 Years  €12,167 

An Coimisinéir Teanga,An Spidéal, Gaillimh 10 Years €48,228 

2018

Details of Property Term of Lease Cost 

Kerry LIFE Project Office , Shanacashel Community Centre   5 Years € 4,995 

Burren Life Project ,Office, Carron Parish Community Hall, Co. Clare 5 years € 8,717 

LIFE Project   Office, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath 5 Years €12,167 

 An Coimisinéir Teanga,An Spidéal, Gaillimh, 10 Years €48,019 

2019

Details of Property Term of Lease Cost (to date) 

Kerry LIFE Project Office , Shanacashel Community Centre   5 Years  € 1,499 

Burren Life Project ,Office, Carron Parish Community Hall, Co. Clare 5 Years   € 0 

LIFE Project Office, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath 5 Years   €6,083 

An Coimisinéir Teanga,An Spidéal, Gaillimh, 10 Years   €24,009 

For completeness, I wish to advise that my Department also uses part of a storage facility 
in Swords, Co. Dublin, leased by the OPW on behalf of the National Museum of Ireland. The 
annual cost to my Department is €140,000.


