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11/06/2019WRA00100       Questions Nos. 1 to 16, inclusive, answered orally.

  Questions Nos. 17 to 34, inclusive, resubmitted.

  Questions Nos. 35 to 40, inclusive, answered orally.

11/06/2019WRA00600Home Loan Scheme

11/06/2019WRA0070041. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if he will consider amending the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme to allow persons who 
are not first-time buyers but who do not own their current residences to avail of the scheme. 
[24034/19]

11/06/2019WRA0075095. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to introduce a housing loan scheme for non-first-time buyers who find them-
selves in changed circumstances (details supplied); and if his attention has been drawn to the 
large number of persons finding themselves in this situation.  [23200/19]

11/06/2019WRA00800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 41 and 95 together.

The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan Scheme enables credit-worthy first-time buyers to ac-
cess sustainable mortgage lending to purchase new or second-hand properties in a suitable price 
range, where they cannot obtain sufficient mortgage finance from a commercial lender. 

As with the previous local authority loan offerings, the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan is 
available to first-time buyers only. This is set out in the regulations governing the Scheme and 
ensures the effective targeting of limited resources. I have no plans to change this provision.

Applicants who are separated or divorced may be treated as first-time buyers, in accordance 
with the regulations, if they meet certain conditions, including: 

- they are separated or divorced under a court order or by a separation agreement;

- the property being purchased is the first property since leaving the family home;

- they have left the family home and retain no interest in it; or

- the other party has remained in the family home.

In meeting the conditions as set out above, in particular that the other party has remained in 
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the family home and that the potential applicant has relinquished any rights they had over that 
property, no financial gain should have been made by the potential applicant in exchange for 
relinquishing their rights to the property in this manner. Were the individual to have made a fi-
nancial gain in releasing their rights to the property, such as being bought out by the other party 
who remains resident in it, they would be deemed to have been compensated for their interest 
in the property, and therefore not be eligible as a first-time buyer.

The final decision on loan approval is a matter for the relevant local authority and its credit 
committee on a case-by-case basis.  Decisions on all housing loan applications must be made 
in accordance with the Regulations establishing the scheme and the credit policy that underpins 
the scheme, in order to ensure prudence and consistency in approaches in the best interests of 
both borrowers and the lending local authorities.

  Question No. 42 answered orally.

11/06/2019WRA01000Housing Assistance Payment Administration

11/06/2019WRA0110043. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he will address the perceived inadequacies with the new housing assistance payment 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23190/19]

11/06/2019WRA01200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme provides fast, flexible housing support to all 
eligible households who have the freedom to source suitable accommodation in their area of 
choice.  Individuals, who in the past may have been reluctant to avail of full time work as they 
might lose their Rent Supplement support, can now move to HAP, avail of full-time employ-
ment and still retain their housing support, with an appropriate adjustment being made to their 
differential rent.

At the end of Q1 2019, there were more than 45,900 households having their housing needs 
met through the HAP scheme, with over 27,000 landlords and agents in receipt of monthly HAP 
payments. The Residential Tenancies Acts 2004 - 2019 regulate the landlord-tenant relationship 
in the private rented sector and set out the rights and obligations of landlords and tenants. HAP 
supported tenancies are afforded the same protections available to all private rented tenancies. 

Each local authority has statutory discretion to agree to a HAP payment up to 20% above 
the prescribed maximum rent limit to secure appropriate accommodation for a household that 
requires it.  While there is no legislative provision precluding HAP supported households con-
tributing towards their monthly landlord rent, local authorities have a responsibility to ensure 
that tenancies are sustainable and are advised not to provide HAP support to tenancies where 
the household would not be in a position to meet the rental costs involved.

The Homeless HAP Place Finder Service provides all local authorities with the option to 
pay deposits and advance rental payments for any households in emergency homeless accom-
modation, in order to secure accommodation through the HAP Scheme.  In addition, the nor-
mal 20% discretion beyond the rent limits is increased to 50% for homeless households in the 
Dublin Region.

I am satisfied with the operation of the HAP scheme, which continues to play an important 
part in meeting social housing needs.  I will, however, keep its operation, and the operation of 
social housing delivery streams more generally, under ongoing review.  

  Questions Nos. 44 to 49, inclusive, answered orally.
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11/06/2019WRA01400Election Management System

11/06/2019WRA0150050. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government when a functioning electoral commission will be in place; the responsibilities it 
would have; if each local authority will be directed to run regular voter registration drives with 
information on the way to vote; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23453/19]

11/06/2019WRA0155082. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the timeline for the establishment of an electoral commission; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24004/19]

11/06/2019WRA01600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 50 and 82 together.

A public consultation on a Regulatory Impact Analysis (RIA) on the Establishment of an 
Electoral Commission was undertaken by my Department earlier this year.  The RIA sets out a 
number of options for establishing an electoral commission, including functions that might be 
assigned to it.  These options and functions have regard to the recommendations in the 2016 
report of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Environment, Culture and the Gaeltacht on the 
establishment of an electoral commission.

Proposed functions for an electoral commission could include having oversight of running 
elections and referendums; taking over the functions of the Referendum Commission; taking 
over the functions of the Standards in Public Office Commission in regard to political spend-
ing and donations; responsibility for the Register of Political Parties; and having a research 
function.  The RIA also recommends that an electoral commission be assigned responsibility 
for voter education and engagement programmes.  Such programmes could assist the public in 
having a better understanding of the voting system.  

Twenty-three submissions were received in the course of the public consultation process.  
These are being considered in my Department as part of the process to inform a preferred option 
for establishing a commission, which will be brought to Government for consideration.  Once 
a preferred option is agreed, work would then commence in the Autumn on the preparation of 
the necessary legislation to establish an electoral commission.

In relation to voter registration, the position is that the preparation of the register of elec-
tors is a matter for each local authority, as a registration authority. It is the duty of registration 
authorities to ensure, as far as possible and with the cooperation of the public, the accuracy 
and comprehensiveness of the register.  In support of activity by local authorities in preparing 
the register of electors, my Department promotes greater awareness of the register of electors 
through an annual campaign of promotional posters, the use of social-media and the taking out 
of both newspaper and on-line advertisements.  A separate initiative in relation to the moderni-
sation of the electoral register is under way, in relation to which a public consultation has also 
been concluded, the submissions on which are currently being considered.

11/06/2019WRB00200Housing Policy

11/06/2019WRB0030051. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his housing strategy for County Donegal over the next five year period; the pro-
posed number of units planned to be built in the county for the five year period 2020 to 2025; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23252/19]
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11/06/2019WRB00400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): In order to properly plan for future population and housing growth 
on a regional and county basis, the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2018 pro-
vides for the co-ordinated and timely incorporation of the National Planning Framework (NPF) 
and the Regional Spatial Economic Strategy (RSES) for each of the three regional assembly 
areas, into the relevant City or County Development Plan.  

Under the Act, each local authority is required to review or vary its county development 
plan, within six months of the making of the relevant regional strategy.  The Regional Spatial 
and Economic Strategy for the North-Western Regional Assembly area, which includes Done-
gal, is currently at amended draft stage.  It is envisaged that the Regional Strategy, after a final 
round of public consultation, will be approved during Autumn 2019.  Further to this, Donegal 
County Council will be required to either commence or vary their Development Plan, including 
their Housing Strategy for the County, with the process being completed by 2020/21, to cover 
the period to 2026/27.

In this regard National Policy Objective (NPO) 37 of the National Planning Framework 
requires each local authority to carry out a Housing Need and Demand Assessment (HNDA) in 
order to correlate and accurately align overall future housing requirements, as an evolution of 
their existing Housing Strategy requirements under Part V of the Planning and Development 
Act 2000 (as amended). 

This process will assist local authorities in ensuring that long-term strategic housing needs 
are met across all types and tenures within their functional area, in both urban and rural loca-
tions.  My Department intends to provide further guidance to local authorities later this year, to 
support their HNDA work as part of the review of their Development Plans.  In tandem with the 
preparation of the HNDA methodology and guidance, my Department is also currently revising 
and updating Guidelines for Development Plan preparation, which will also be finalised by the 
end of the year.

In this context, it will be a matter for Donegal County Council, having regard to the outcome 
of the processes outlined, and supported by updated guidance from my Department, to identify 
and ensure that their strategic housing needs are met in the years ahead. 

11/06/2019WRB00500Rental Sector Strategy

11/06/2019WRB0060052. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the volume of cost-rental housing projects he expects to advance in the coming year; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24005/19]

11/06/2019WRB00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Two ‘pathfinder’ cost rental pilot projects are currently being progressed.  The first, at Ennisker-
ry Road in Stepaside, will deliver 155 homes, 50 of which will be cost rental. The cost-rental 
element of the project is being supported by €4.5m in funding under the Serviced Sites Fund.  
Construction is due to commence on the project later this month.

Further work is underway in relation to the second project, which is located at St. Michael’s 
Estate, Emmet Road in Inchicore, which is estimated to have the potential to accommodate 
approximately 470 homes in total, some 350 of which will be cost rental homes. Dublin City 
Council is continuing to work on its plan for this site and has appointed a dedicated project 
manager and a team to advance the development. Professional advisers have also been engaged 
to assist with the preparation of an Urban Design Framework Plan.
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These Cost Rental pilots will act as the first examples of how this model can work in an Irish 
context. They will provide very valuable lessons for the design of a wider policy framework, 
and will help to shape the contractual model and specifications for future larger-scale projects. 
Officials from my Department are currently developing the policy framework for this broader 
cost rental model, in conjunction with the Land Development Agency, the Housing Agency, 
and other bodies, with a view to progressing further sites to the development stage.  The policy 
framework will also benefit from input from the European Investment Bank, with which my 
Department has recently concluded an agreement for advisory services, drawing on the EIB’s 
cost rental experience in other countries.

11/06/2019WRB00800Homeless Persons Supports

11/06/2019WRB0090053. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if children living in emergency and homeless accommodation will be provided with a 
travel card to allow them use public transport outside of the school term free of charge; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [22200/19]

11/06/2019WRB01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Supporting individuals and families experiencing homelessness is a priority for this Govern-
ment and  the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan includes a range of measures which reflect that 
priority.  In particular, Rebuilding Ireland includes specific actions relating to the provision of 
emergency accommodation and the range of supports to be provided to households accessing 
such accommodation. 

Under Rebuilding Ireland, my Department is funding an initiative to provide homeless 
families residing in temporary emergency accommodation in the Dublin Region with access 
to free public transport for essential school journeys.  The Dublin Region Homeless Executive 
(DRHE) oversees the implementation of this initiative and, working in partnership with the Na-
tional Transport Authority, has put arrangements in place for the provision of Leap cards to the 
families concerned.  These Leap cards provide for free public transport for school-going chil-
dren and accompanying adults, where necessary.  The cards are distributed through the Family 
Homeless Action Teams, which are also funded by the DRHE.

As the Leap cards were introduced to support essential school journeys, there are no plans 
to extend the provision of the cards outside of the school term. However, the Community Wel-
fare Service of the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection may consider, on 
a case-by-case basis, the needs of an individual household in respect of exceptional transport 
costs.

11/06/2019WRB01100Social and Affordable Housing Eligibility

11/06/2019WRB0120054. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when he plans to increase the income eligibility limits for social housing; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23632/19]

11/06/2019WRB0130067. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of the review of the income eligibility limits for social housing; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23880/19]

11/06/2019WRB0140079. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when he plans to increase the income eligibility limits for social housing in areas such as 
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counties Cavan and Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23633/19]

11/06/2019WRB01500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 54, 67 and 79 together.

Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant local authority, in ac-
cordance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscel-
laneous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, 
as amended. 

The 2011 Regulations prescribe maximum net income limits for each local authority, in dif-
ferent bands according to the area concerned, with income being defined and assessed accord-
ing to a standard Household Means Policy.

Under the Household Means Policy, which applies in all local authorities, net income for 
social housing assessment is defined as gross household income less income tax, PRSI and 
the universal social charge.  The Policy provides for a range of income disregards, and local 
authorities also have discretion to decide to disregard income that is temporary, short-term or 
once off in nature.

The income bands and the authority area assigned to each band were based on an assessment 
of the income needed to provide for a household’s basic needs, plus a comparative analysis of 
the local rental cost of housing accommodation across the country. It is important to note that 
the limits introduced at that time also reflected a blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to 
the new system coming into operation, in order to broaden the base from which social hous-
ing tenants are drawn, both promoting sustainable communities and also providing a degree of 
future-proofing.

Given the cost to the State of providing social housing, it is considered prudent and fair to 
direct resources to those most in need of social housing support.  The current income eligibil-
ity requirements generally achieve this, providing for a fair and equitable system of identifying 
those households facing the greatest challenge in meeting their accommodation needs from 
their own resources. 

However, as part of the broader social housing reform agenda, a review of income eligibility 
for social housing supports in each local authority area is under way. The review will also have 
regard to current initiatives being brought forward in terms of affordability and cost rental and 
will be completed when the impacts of these parallel initiatives have been considered.

11/06/2019WRB01600Local Authority Housing Waiting Lists

11/06/2019WRB0170055. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the way in which he plans to reduce the social housing waiting lists in County Wexford; 
his plans to provide additional affordable housing in the county; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23192/19]

11/06/2019WRB01800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): Re-
building Ireland aims to deliver over 50,000 additional social housing homes through build, ac-
quisition and leasing programmes and also aims to support some 88,000 additional households 
through the Housing Assistance Payment Scheme and the Rental Accommodation Scheme, 
over the 6 year period of the Plan.  

Very significant progress has been made in delivering on Rebuilding Ireland’s targets, in-
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cluding in County Wexford.  This is reflected in the reductions recorded on the social housing 
waiting list in Wexford, with the number of households on the list reducing by 567, or over 
20%, between 2016 and 2018, with just under 2,000 additional housing supports provided in the 
county since 2016.  The target for 2019 is for the delivery of an additional 931 housing supports 
in County Wexford, comprising 353 homes through build, acquisition and leasing programmes 
and 578 households to be supported through the Housing Assistance Payment and Rental Ac-
commodation Scheme, which will have a significant impact on further reducing Wexford’s 
housing list. 

A substantial focus of all stakeholders is to increase supply through new build activity. At 
end 2018, Wexford County Council has a social housing construction programme of 58 proj-
ects, yielding almost 700 homes. This pipeline continues to grow with regular approvals for 
new schemes. I am confident that the actions, targets and resources available under Rebuilding 
Ireland provide a strong platform for continuing to reduce the number of households on waiting 
lists in Wexford and across the country. 

In order to support local authorities in delivering affordable homes, €310 million is being 
made available from 2019 until 2021, under the Serviced Site Fund (SSF).  The SSF will fund 
facilitating infrastructure, on local authority sites, with a maximum funding rate of €50,000 per 
affordable home. The first call under the SSF issued to 11 local authorities in urban areas in June 
2018, where an affordability issue was identified.

Following an economic assessment process, a second call issued under the SSF to 19 local 
authorities last month, including Wexford.  The closing date for applications under this 2nd call 
was 17 May 2019. A total of 30 submissions were received from 15 local authorities, including 
Wexford County Council, and these applications are currently being assessed, with a view to 
issuing approvals later this month.

I and my Department will continue to work with all stakeholders in order to accelerate fur-
ther the significant increase in the delivery of homes across all tenures in Wexford and nation-
ally.

11/06/2019WRB01900Home Loan Scheme

11/06/2019WRB0200056. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the degree to which research has been undertaken by his Department to ascertain the 
value of an invigorated local authority loan system with a view to providing ready access to 
affordable housing for young couples (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23997/19]

11/06/2019WRB02100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan (RIHL) has been in operation since 1 February 2018 under 
the Housing (Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan) Regulations 2018. The low rate of fixed interest 
associated with the RIHL provides first time buyers with access to mortgage finance that they 
may not have otherwise been able to afford at a higher interest rate.  

The scheme allows low-income first time buyers aged between 18 and 70 who cannot secure 
a mortgage from a commercial lender, to access sustainable mortgage finance that is designed 
to enable them to purchase a new or second-hand property, or undertake a self-build, within 
a suitable price range. Applicants must be in continuous employment for a minimum of two 
years (primary earner) or one year (secondary earner).  For single applicants, the income limit 
is €50,000, rising to €75,000 for joint applicants. The maximum price range for the value of 
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a house that can be purchased under the scheme is €320k in Cork, Dublin, Galway, Kildare, 
Louth, Meath and Wicklow and €250k elsewhere. 

Based on the competitive borrowing achieved by the Housing Finance Agency, local au-
thorities can offer a first tranche of fixed rate annuity finance to eligible borrowers at rates of 
2.0% and 2.25% per annum, for twenty five and thirty years, respectively. Placing ceilings on 
the value of properties that may be purchased and aligning the terms of the loan with the Loan-
to-Value elements of the Central Bank prudential lending rules guard against possible inflation-
ary impacts on the market.   

Towards the end of last year I asked my Department to undertake a review of the scheme’s 
operation. In carrying out the review, the Department has consulted with a number of local au-
thorities, the Housing Agency and the Housing Finance Agency. The review also has regard to 
the views raised by public representatives since the scheme’s commencement.  In making any 
recommendations in relation to the operation of the scheme, the review must also take account 
of the need to ensure that lending issued under it is provided on a prudential basis, so as to pro-
tect the financial interests of both borrowers and local authorities.    

The review has been submitted to me and I am currently examining it. 

When the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan was initially being developed, it was estimated 
that the drawdown of loans under the scheme would be approximately €200 million over three 
years. From the data collated on the scheme to date, the RIHL has proven to be more successful 
than initially anticipated, as a result of which, the scheme would require a further tranche of 
funds to be borrowed by the HFA in order to enable its continuation.

My Department is currently in discussions with the Departments of Public Expenditure and 
Reform and Finance with regard to the amount of a second tranche of funding for the scheme, 
which I anticipate, will be finalised soon. When these discussions are concluded, I will be in a 
position to make an announcement on the matter.

However, the scheme remains open and all local authorities have been advised to continue 
to receive and process applications up to and including the issuing of loans. 

Separately, I have commenced the relevant provisions of Part 5 of the Housing (Miscella-
neous Provisions) Act 2009 to provide a statutory basis for the delivery of affordable housing 
for purchase.  I also signed regulations on 12 March 2019 under which local authorities make 
their Schemes of Priority, which provide the administrative framework through which afford-
able homes will ultimately be allocated under the scheme. 

Prioritising geographical areas for operation of the scheme is informed by economic as-
sessments which local authorities have completed in relation to the affordability issues in their 
areas.  Delivery of affordable housing is to be supported using the Serviced Sites Fund (SSF) 
which will utilise a budget of €310 million to provide site infrastructure support to help make 
available approximately 6,200 affordable homes over the next three years.  An initial 10 proj-
ects have been approved for €43 million of funding under the first call for proposals under the 
Fund.  A second call issued on 9 April 2019, in response to which 30 submissions were received 
from 15 local authorities. These are currently being assessed by my Department and I intend to 
announce approvals under this second call in the coming weeks.

11/06/2019WRB02200Planning Guidelines

11/06/2019WRB0230057. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
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ment when new rural housing guidelines will be published; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [23881/19]

11/06/2019WRB0240088. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when the revised rural housing planning guidelines will issue taking into account the 
Flemish Decree judgment of the European Court; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23999/19]

11/06/2019WRB02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 57 and 88 together.

Following engagement between the European Commission and my Department regarding 
the European Court of Justice ruling in the “Flemish Decree” case, a working group was estab-
lished to review and, where necessary, recommend changes to the 2005 Planning Guidelines on 
Sustainable Rural Housing, issued under section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, 
as amended.  The working group comprises senior officials from the Planning Division of my 
Department and senior officials from the Planning Divisions of local authorities, nominated by 
the local government sector. 

Taking account of the engagement with the European Commission regarding revisions to the 
2005 Rural Housing Guidelines and subject to the completion of the ongoing deliberations by 
the working group, I will be in a position to finalise and issue to planning authorities revisions 
to the 2005 Guidelines that take account of the relevant European Court of Justice judgment.

11/06/2019WRB02600Housing Assistance Payment Administration

11/06/2019WRB0270058. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he will re-evaluate the HAP limits for Gorey, County Wexford; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24028/19]

11/06/2019WRB02800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): A 
key principle of the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) Scheme is that eligible households 
source their own accommodation in the private rented sector. The accommodation sourced by 
tenants should be within the prescribed maximum HAP rent limits, which are based on house-
hold size and the rental market within the area concerned. 

Each local authority has statutory discretion to agree to a HAP payment up to 20% above the 
prescribed maximum rent limit in circumstances where it is necessary, because of local rental 
market conditions, to secure appropriate accommodation for a household.  It is a matter for the 
local authority to determine if the application of the flexibility is warranted on a case by case 
basis. 

At the end of Q1 2019, 35.7% of the total number of households being supported by HAP 
were benefiting from the additional flexibility. When the additional discretion available to 
homeless households in the Dublin Region is removed, 28.9% of households nationally were 
benefiting from the additional flexibility. 

In the Wexford County Council area, at the end of Q1 2019, 25% of households were ben-
efiting from additional discretion, with the average rate of discretion being 16.3% above the 
applicable rent limits. 

I am satisfied that the existing arrangements under the HAP scheme provide adequate flex-
ibility and discretion to local authorities, where necessary, to support households in securing ac-
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commodation.  Accordingly, I have no plans at present to increase HAP rent limits, a course of 
action which could have inflationary effects on rents and thereby have a potentially detrimental 
impact on the wider rental market, including for those households who are not receiving HAP 
support.

11/06/2019WRB02900Housing Estates

11/06/2019WRB0300059. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the timeframe for the implementation of the national taking in charge initiative; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24001/19]

11/06/2019WRB0310075. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if there is further information required by his Department which is needed to approve 
the new national taking in charge initiative; when he expects to invite applications for project 
bids under the scheme from local authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24000/19]

11/06/2019WRB03200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 59 and 75 together.

Findings and recommendations from the National Taking In Charge Initiative (NTICI) were 
included in a report on the initiative that was published by my Department in December 2018.  
The report is available on my Department’s website at the following link: www.housing.gov.ie/
sites/default/files/publications/files/national_taking_in_charge_initiative_report_dec2018.pdf.

The publication of the NTICI report is of value to local authorities and other stakeholders 
in applying the lessons from the pilot authorities, in a more general roll-out of a streamlined 
approach to taking-in-charge, including through coordination with capital works by Irish Water.  
In this regard, my Department is liaising with Irish Water in relation to the report.

Ultimately, progression of individual developments through the taking-in-charge process 
is a matter for the relevant housing developer, the residents in each such development and the 
relevant local authority, following the procedures laid out in section 180 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000 (as amended).

The National Development Plan, published last year, includes provision of €31 million for 
the period 2018-2021 for developer-provided infrastructure, commencing with a provision of 
€6 million in 2019.  The multi-annual programme will be initiated through the invitation of 
project bids from local authorities followed by their evaluation by an Expert Panel, set up by 
my Department, to independently evaluate the bid projects to be approved for funding.  It is ex-
pected that the invitation of project bids from local authorities will issue shortly, with approval 
of projects for this first cycle multi-annual programme to take place once proposals submitted 
have been assessed. My Department’s focus has been on progressing the multi-annual rural 
water programme and priority will now be given to commencing the multi-annual programme 
for developer-provided infrastructure.

11/06/2019WRB03300Tenant Purchase Scheme Review

11/06/2019WRB0340060. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when the review of the tenant purchase scheme will be published; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23879/19]
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11/06/2019WRB0350091. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment when the revised terms of the tenant incremental purchase scheme 2016 will be an-
nounced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23998/19]

11/06/2019WRB03600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 60 and 91 together.

The Housing (Sale of Local Authority Houses) Regulations 2015 set 1 January 2016 as the 
commencement date for the introduction of the Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme for ex-
isting local authority houses.  The Scheme is open to eligible tenants, including joint tenants, of 
local authority houses that are available for sale under the Scheme.  To be eligible, tenants must 
meet certain criteria, including having a minimum reckonable income of €15,000 per annum 
and having been in receipt of social housing support for at least one year.

In line with the commitment given in the Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan on 
Housing and Homelessness, a review of the operation of the first 12 months of the Tenant Pur-
chase (Incremental) Scheme has been completed and a full report has been prepared setting out 
findings and recommendations.  

Following consideration of a number of implementation issues arising, I expect to be in 
a position to publish the Review shortly. I intend to bring a comprehensive package of social 
housing reform measures to Government in the near future and the relevant recommendations 
made in the Review of the Tenant Purchase Scheme will be progressed as part of that process.

11/06/2019WRB03700Local Authority Housing Funding

11/06/2019WRB0380061. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to ensure that Meath County Council has sufficient funding to meet the housing 
needs of the county; his views on whether the fact that County Meath is the lowest funded local 
authority in the country is inhibiting Meath County Council in seriously addressing the local 
housing demand; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23490/19]

11/06/2019WRB03900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing 
and Homelessness is firmly focused on increasing housing supply and supporting those in so-
ciety with the greatest housing need, particularly those in need of social housing supports.  The 
significant progress being made in these areas is outlined on the Rebuilding Ireland website at 
www.rebuildingireland.ie.

Overall, the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan will increase the supply of new homes to 25,000 
per annum by 2020; deliver an additional 50,000 social housing homes over the period 2016 
to 2021; and meet the housing needs of a further 88,000 households through the Housing As-
sistance Payment (HAP) Scheme and the Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS).

The implementation of Rebuilding Ireland is a key Government priority supported by sig-
nificant annual investment. For 2019 alone, funding of almost €2.4 billion is being provided 
for all housing programmes, a 25% increase on the 2018 allocation. This investment will see 
the housing needs of almost 27,400 households being met, of which 10,000 will be new social 
housing homes delivered through build, acquisition and long term leasing programmes, with 
the remaining supports being delivered through HAP and RAS schemes.

Local authorities deliver a wide range of public services, including those in relation to hous-
ing. They derive their income to meet the delivery of these services from a variety of sources, 
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including commercial rates, charges for goods and services and funding from Central Govern-
ment. 

Local authorities vary significantly from one another in terms of size, population, public 
service demands, the scale and timing of particular infrastructural investments  and other in-
come sources; funding levels in the past have reflected this variety. Therefore, it is not possible 
to compare absolute levels of funding received in local authority areas, as to do so would not 
reflect the significant differences that exist between them. Indeed, it is a matter for each local 
authority to maximise local income sources and manage its own spending, in the context of the 
annual budgetary process. 

Funding is available to support every local authority in delivering on their social housing 
targets and my Department will engage with any local authority in a position to deliver beyond 
its targets. Over the past three years, Meath County Council has received total funding of over 
€122 million to meet the cost of its housing programmes.  

In 2018, the Council delivered 437 social housing homes through build, acquisition and 
leasing programmes, with an additional 767 households being supported through HAP and 
RAS, resulting in the needs of over 1,200 households being met across all delivery schemes in 
2018.  Indeed, over the 2016 to 2018 period, the first three years of Rebuilding Ireland, more 
than 3,000 households in County Meath have had their housing needs met. 

The level of progress being made is reflected in social housing waiting lists, which have 
reduced by 22% nationally, from 91,600 households to 71,858, between 2016 and 2018. In 
Meath, the number of households on waiting lists decreased by some 20% in one year alone, 
falling from 2,453 in 2017 to 1,966 in 2018.

In relation to social housing construction activity, my Department publishes comprehensive 
status reports, on a quarterly basis, on all social housing construction schemes for all local au-
thority areas.  The most recent of these reports covers the period up to the end 2018 and contains 
information on the progress of over 19,134 new social housing homes nationally progressing 
through planning, design and construction, as well as homes delivered to end 2018.  The re-
port, which is available on the Rebuilding Ireland website at http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/
minister-murphy-publishes-social-housing-construction-status-report-for-q4-2018/, shows that 
Meath County Council, together with the Approved Housing Bodies with which it is working, 
has a social housing construction programme of 68 projects already complete or at planning, 
design, tender or construction stage, which will deliver 950 homes when complete.  This pro-
gramme continues to be added to on an ongoing basis.

11/06/2019WRB04000Commercial Rates

11/06/2019WRB0410062. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of plans to deal with the rising cost of business rates in rural areas; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17741/19]

11/06/2019WRB0420069. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his plans for reforming the commercial rates system in view of the fact that the 
current system is perceived to be outdated, archaic and an unfair burden on many businesses; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23253/19]

11/06/2019WRB04300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 62 and 69 together.
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Rates income is critical to meet the cost of services provided by local authorities. Local au-
thorities levy rates on any property used for commercial purposes in accordance with the details 
entered in the valuation lists prepared by the independent Commissioner of Valuation pursuant 
to the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015.  The annual rate on valuation (ARV) is applied to the valu-
ation of each property, to obtain the amount payable in rates. The ARV is a reserved function 
decided by the elected members of each local authority in the annual budget. 

My Department has in recent years requested local authorities to exercise restraint in setting 
ARVs and they have responded positively in this regard.  The national average ARV has not 
changed significantly in recent years.  The national average ARV decreased slightly each year 
from 2010 to 2015 and has increased slightly each year from 2016 to 2019.  

In overall terms, while economic activity has been expanding significantly in recent years, 
the overall rates income of local authorities nationally has remained relatively unchanged. The 
rates payable by individual businesses may change because of the impact of the revaluation 
programme being undertaken by the Commissioner of Valuation, or as a result of a stand-alone 
revision of a property’s valuation. 

Reasons for valuation increases may be that the valuation of some properties had not been 
revised to take account of improvements or extensions for some time, or where the valuations 
were historically low in comparison with the general level of valuations on the valuation list.  
In overall terms, I understand that of the revaluations conducted to date under the revaluation 
programme, approximately 60% of ratepayers have had their liability for rates reduced and 
approximately 40% have experienced an increase.  Additionally, gradual rates harmonisation 
across new local authority areas, following the merger of town and county councils in 2014, 
may have led to increases in certain areas. 

The Commissioner of Valuation is independent in the performance of his statutory functions 
and the setting of valuations for rating is his sole responsibility. I have no function in relation 
to decisions in this regard. The Valuation Office is currently engaged in a national revaluation 
programme, on a phased basis, the first revaluation of that scale, encompassing all rating au-
thority areas, in over 160 years. 

The revaluation provisions in the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015 provide a modern statutory 
framework for the revaluation of all rateable property within a rating authority area so as to 
reflect changes in value due to economic factors, differential movements in property values or 
other external factors such as infrastructural changes in the vicinity of a property and changes 
in the local business environment.   

Having up to date and consistent valuations, reflecting current market conditions, is criti-
cal to ensure that the levying of commercial rates is on a fair, equitable and consistent basis 
across all economic sectors and parts of the country and is the purpose of the national revalua-
tion programme. The revaluation process includes comprehensive communication and appeals 
mechanisms. 

In order to ensure that the revaluation promotes equity across sectors and areas, but is also 
a revenue neutral exercise in overall terms, the Minister may limit the total amount of rates 
collectable within the local authority in the year following a revaluation to that collected in the 
previous year, subject to minor adjustments. 

In order to further improve the regime for the levying and collection of commercial rates, 
the Local Government (Rates) Bill 2018 is currently before the Oireachtas. The Bill is a key 
priority of my Department and, when enacted, will facilitate more effective and streamlined 
rates collection procedures. Included in the provisions of the Bill are:
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 - the removal of the requirement for ratepayers to pay their annual bill in two instalments 
(moieties) and provision to allow ratepayers to pay rates by instalments or through a payment 
plan agreed with the local authority;

 - schemes for the abatement of rates on vacant properties;

 - the levying of interest on unpaid and overdue rates; and

 - the rendering of unpaid rates to be a charge on relevant property.

Additionally, the Bill includes provisions to allow a local authority to introduce rates alle-
viation schemes, which would include schemes to support the implementation of the Govern-
ment’s Realising Our Rural Potential: The Action Plan for Rural Development.

Further measures are currently being examined with a view to their introduction to the Bill 
at Committee Stage

11/06/2019WRB04400Local Authority Housing Data

11/06/2019WRB0450063. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the social housing direct build target for 2019 for Galway city and county councils; the 
number of social homes constructed in the local authority areas to date in 2019; the number of 
social housing direct builds in the local authorities in 2018; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24007/19]

11/06/2019WRB04600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Earlier this year, I met with local authority Chief Executives to discuss the progress made in 
their local area, in terms of delivering on the social housing targets under Rebuilding Ireland.

In 2018, 4,251 new build social housing homes were delivered, a very significant 85% in-
crease on the 2,297 new builds in 2017. The target for 2019 is substantially increased further, to 
over 6,200 homes. With this in mind, ambitious targets for this year have been set for each local 
authority, details of which are available on the Rebuilding Ireland website at :  http://rebuildin-
gireland.ie/news/social-housing-targets-2019/.

A full breakdown of 2018 delivery across all the programmes for each local authority is 
available at: http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-eoghan-murphy-publishes-breakdown-
of-social-housing-delivery-in-2018-on-a-local-authority-basis/. Q1 2019 data is being finalised 
and will be published on the Rebuilding Ireland website shortly. 

The Deputy can be assured that I and my Department are committed to continuing to sup-
port the Galway local authorities in delivery of housing. In that regard, I established a Galway 
Social Housing Task Force, chaired by Ms. Geraldine Tallon, former Secretary General, earlier 
this year and I look forward to that Task Force progressing its work over the coming months.

11/06/2019WRB04700Traveller Accommodation

11/06/2019WRB0480064. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the amount spent by each local authority to date in 2019 from its Traveller accommodation 
budget. [24033/19]

11/06/2019WRB04900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
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In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, housing authorities 
have statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommodation needs of Travellers and 
the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual Traveller Accommodation Pro-
grammes (TAPs) in their areas.  My Department’s role is to ensure that there are adequate struc-
tures and supports in place to assist the authorities in providing such accommodation, including 
a national framework of policy, legislation and funding. 

Housing authorities submit funding proposals for individual Traveller-specific projects and 
developments on an annual basis.  These projects are assessed on a case-by-case basis in my 
Department in advance of allocations being made.  In addition, further funding may be con-
sidered by my Department throughout the year in the light of progress across the programme 
generally.  There is regular contact between my Department and housing authorities in order to 
try to ensure maximum progress and drawdown. 

The amount drawn down by housing authorities to date in 2019 for Traveller-specific ac-
commodation is set out in the following table.

LOCAL AUTHORITY Drawdown  2019 (to date) €
CARLOW - 
CAVAN - 
CLARE 326,000
CORK CITY   - 
CORK COUNTY 167,000
DONEGAL - 
DUBLIN   CITY 174,000
DUN LAOGHAIRE-R.DOWN - 
FINGAL 11,000 
SOUTH DUBLIN 107,000
GALWAY CITY - 
GALWAY COUNTY 72,000
KERRY - 
KILDARE - 
KILKENNY 171,000
LAOIS - 
LEITRIM - 
LIMERICK   CITY & COUNTY 346,000
LONGFORD - 
LOUTH - 
MAYO - 
MEATH 78,000
MONAGHAN - 
OFFALY 139,000 
ROSCOMMON - 
SLIGO 197,000
TIPPERARY - 
WATERFORD CITY & COUNTY 54,000
WESTMEATH - 
WEXFORD - 
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LOCAL AUTHORITY Drawdown  2019 (to date) €
WICKLOW - 

TOTAL 1,842,000

11/06/2019WRB05000Housing Assistance Payment

11/06/2019WRB0510065. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that some landlords or their agents are 
refusing to rent to HAP recipients due to the fact they are adding HAP to the income of the re-
cipient (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23825/19]

11/06/2019WRB05200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): At 
the end of Q1 2019, there were more than 45,900 active tenancies being supported under the 
Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) Scheme.

While a landlord or an agent acting on behalf of a landlord is not legally obliged to enter into 
a tenancy agreement with a HAP recipient, on 1 January 2016, the Equality (Miscellaneous Pro-
visions) Act 2015 introduced “housing assistance” as a new discriminatory ground. This means 
that discrimination in the provision of accommodation or related service and amenities against 
people in receipt of rent supplement, HAP or other social welfare payments is prohibited. 

HAP is a form of social housing support under which local authorities make monthly pay-
ments on behalf of tenants directly to landlords in respect of rent, subject to the terms and 
conditions of the scheme.  Limerick City and County Council provide a highly effective trans-
actional shared service on behalf of all HAP local authorities. The HAP Shared Service Centre 
(SSC) manages the collection of all HAP tenants’ differential rents, on behalf of the relevant 
local authority, and the payment of all HAP rents to landlords on behalf of tenants supported by 
the HAP scheme. 

HAP tenants source their own accommodation in the private rented market and are advised 
that this accommodation should be within the HAP rent limits provided to them by the local 
authority.  The rent limits are related to specific household types and to the rental market in the 
area. HAP is a form of social housing support that allows tenants to work full-time and retain 
their housing support so in many cases, people may make choices about affordability taking 
this into consideration.

There is no legislative provision precluding HAP supported households contributing to-
wards the monthly rent to their landlord.  However, local authorities have a responsibility to 
ensure that tenancies are sustainable and are advised not to provide HAP support to tenancies 
where they are not satisfied that the household would be in a position to meet the rental costs 
being sought.

11/06/2019WRB05300Home Building Finance Ireland Establishment

11/06/2019WRB0540066. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if his Department is still working with the Department of Finance on the HBFI loan scheme; if 
updates can be given about the scheme with regard to the input of his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24029/19]

11/06/2019WRB05500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
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Home Building Finance Ireland comes under the remit of my colleague, the Minister for Fi-
nance. 

HBFI was established in December 2018 to lend to small and medium sized builders and 
developers for commercially viable residential developments, particularly those situated out-
side the State’s major urban centres.  HBFI has been provided with access to €750 million of 
funding from the Irish Strategic Investment Fund, which is expected to facilitate the delivery of 
7,500 units over the next five years.

Since its formal launch, I understand that HBFI has engaged actively with small and me-
dium sized builders and developers. HBFI has already approved a number of separate loan 
facilities and drawdown of funds relating to the first approvals is expected to take place shortly. 
HBFI has also briefed officials in my Department in relation to the scheme and information in 
relation to the scheme is available at www.hbfi.ie/.

I understand that HBFI intends to publish information on its lending activities on a half-
yearly basis, with the first such report to be published in July covering the period to the end of 
June 2019.  Further information in this regard may be available from my colleague, the Minister 
for Finance.

  Question No. 67 answered with Question No. 54.

11/06/2019WRB05700Election Management System

11/06/2019WRB0580068. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if he will bring forward measures to ban or severely restrict the use of posters during election 
campaigns in order to reduce plastic waste; and if not, the reason therefor. [23732/19]

11/06/2019WRB05900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): Election and referendum posters are regulated by law under the 
Litter Pollution Act 1997 (as amended) and by electoral law. Electoral law provides that every 
notice, bill, poster or similar document having reference to a Dáil, Presidential or European 
election or to a referendum shall bear upon its face the name and address of the printer and 
publisher thereof.  Failure to comply with this provision is an offence.  The Electoral Acts do 
not regulate the content of electoral material, including election posters, either during or outside 
of electoral campaigns.  

The Litter Pollution Act (section 19(7)) provides that election or referendum posters may be 
erected/exhibited for a specified time period prior to and after a polling date.  Failure to comply 
with this provision is also an offence. This legislation ensures that posters are only displayed 
for a finite and reasonable period.

There is no requirement in law that posters at an election or referendum must be erected.  It 
is open to political parties, candidates or other groups to decide whether or not to do so.  There 
is also no requirement in law that posters must be made of plastic or have a plastic component.  
Again it is open to political parties, candidates or other groups to decide whether or not to use 
plastic materials in their posters.  

While electoral law is subject to ongoing review, I have no plans in the short term to revise 
the legislation in regard to the physical composition of election posters or to the erection of 
election posters.

  Question No. 69 answered with Question No. 62.
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11/06/2019WRB06100Planning Guidelines

11/06/2019WRB0620070. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
his plans to include a clear target date for the phasing out of both oil and gas boilers as part of 
the NZEB planning guidelines due to be published. [23891/19]

11/06/2019WRB06300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The European Union (Energy Performance Of Buildings) Regulations 2019 set higher building 
energy performance standards for dwellings, in accordance with the Nearly Zero Energy Build-
ing requirements (NZEB) contained in the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive. 

These Regulations apply to works in connection with the design and construction of a new 
dwelling, where the relevant works commence or take place, as the case may be, on or after 1 
November 2019 except where – 

 - an application is made on or before 31 October 2019 for planning permission or approval 
pursuant to the Planning and Development Act 2000 and where substantial work has been com-
pleted by 31 October 2020; or 

 - a notice pursuant to the provisions of Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 
2001 has been published on or before 31 October 2019 and where substantial work has been 
completed by 31 October 2020.

These regulations will continue to support the phase out of fossil fuel boilers in new dwell-
ings by advancing the energy and carbon dioxide emissions performance requirements of new 
dwellings to Nearly Zero Energy Buildings standards.  The NZEB requirements make it more 
attractive for builders and homeowners to further incorporate renewable technologies and move 
away from traditional fossil fuels. The Central Statistics Office analysis of Building Energy 
Rating data demonstrates this shift away from fossil fuels; electrical systems make up 38% of 
heating systems in new dwellings with this percentage growing steadily each year. 

11/06/2019WRB06400Rent Controls

11/06/2019WRB0650071. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he will consider introducing rent controls for Gorey, County Wexford; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24026/19]

11/06/2019WRB06600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Section 24A of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004, as amended, provides that the Housing 
Agency, in consultation with housing authorities, may make a proposal to the Minister that an 
area should be considered for designation as a Rent Pressure Zone.  Following receipt of such 
a proposal, the Minister requests the Director of the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) to 
conduct an assessment of the area to establish whether or not it meets the criteria for designa-
tion and to report to the Minister on whether the area should be designated as a Rent Pressure 
Zone. For the purpose of the Act, ‘area’ is defined as either the administrative area of a housing 
authority or a local electoral area within the meaning of section 2 of the Local Government Act 
2001. 

Up until recently, for an area to be designated a Rent Pressure Zone, it must have satis-
fied the following criteria set out in section 24A(4) of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 (as 
inserted by section 36 of the Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies 
Act 2016):
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(i) the annual rate of rent inflation in the area must have been 7% or more in four of the last 
six quarters; and 

(ii) the average rent for tenancies registered in the area with the RTB in the last quarter must 
be above the average national rent (the National Standardised Rent in the RTB’s Rent Index 
Report) in the last quarter (€1,134 per month in Q4  2018).

However, on 30 May 2019, I signed the Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2019 
(Commencement) Order 2019 which appointed 31 May 2019 and 4 June 2019 as the dates 
on which specified provisions of the Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2019 came into 
effect, including provisions in respect of the average rent qualifying criterion for RPZ designa-
tion. 

Using RTB data, (i) the rent of a dwelling in the Greater Dublin Area (Kildare, Wicklow and 
Meath) will now be compared to the average rent across the country, excluding Dublin rents; 
and (ii) the rent of a dwelling outside of the Greater Dublin Area will be compared to the aver-
age rent across the country, excluding the Greater Dublin Area rents. 

The RTB Rent Index Report includes a summary in Table 9 of the data used to establish 
whether each Local Electoral Area fulfils the criteria for designation as a Rent Pressure Zone. 
This ensures transparency in relation to the position of individual areas in terms of average rent 
levels and increases.

Further information on Rent Pressure Zones and designations is available on my Depart-
ment’s website at https://www.housing.gov.ie/PUBLICATIONS, by searching ‘rent pressure 
zones - information’.

The data from the Rent Index Report for Q4 2018 relating to the local electoral area of Go-
rey, County Wexford is detailed in the following table.

Local   Electoral Area Quarters   &gt; 7% Average   2018 Q4 
Gorey 5 €868.02 
In Gorey, while more than 4 of the last 6 quarters have seen rent inflation of 7% or greater, 

the average monthly rent is below the national standardised rent of €1,134 per month. There-
fore, the Local Electoral Area of Gorey did not meet the criteria for designation. 

The Q1 2019 RTB Rent Index, which is due to be published later this month, will allow the 
Housing Agency to recommend areas to  be considered for designation using the new criteria 
as set out in the 2019 Act. Where, following the procedures set out in the Act, it is found that 
additional areas meet the new criteria, they will be designated as Rent Pressure Zones. 

11/06/2019WRB06700Housing Assistance Payment Data

11/06/2019WRB0680072. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the individual, annual and weekly HAP targets set by his Department for Galway city 
and county councils for 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24006/19]

11/06/2019WRB06900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) Scheme commenced in Galway County Council on 16 
November 2015, and in Galway City Council on 1 February 2016.  At the end of Q1 2019, the 
total numbers of active HAP tenancies in those areas were 1,052 in Galway County and 1,465 
in Galway City. 
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Rebuilding Ireland sets annual national targets for additional HAP-supported tenancies. A 
target was set to support an additional 16,760 households through HAP in 2019 and, at end Q1 
2019, an additional 4,399 HAP tenancies had been set up.

Individual weekly targets have been set for all local authorities in order to ensure delivery of 
the annual HAP targets, set nationally under Rebuilding Ireland, and to allow for the appropri-
ate and orderly financial planning of the exchequer allocation to the scheme. The following ta-
ble sets out the annual and weekly HAP targets for Galway City and County Councils for 2019. 

  -  Annual HAP Target  Weekly HAP Target
 Galway City Council  491  9 
 Galway County Council  322  6 
 My Department continues to keep the operation of the HAP scheme under review. In gen-

eral, I am satisfied with the operation of the HAP and I consider it to be a key vehicle for meet-
ing housing need and fulfilling the ambitious programme outlined under Rebuilding Ireland.

11/06/2019WRC00200Local Government Reform

11/06/2019WRC0030073. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to hold further plebiscites on directly elected mayors in Waterford and Cork; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [23882/19]

11/06/2019WRC0040092. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of plans for directly elected mayors here; his plans to implement the outcome 
of the plebiscite in Limerick, the setting up of a citizens’ assembly in Dublin and for Galway to 
consider its options; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23686/19]

11/06/2019WRC00500962. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if the result of the recent plebiscite on a directly elected mayor for Limerick city will be recog-
nised and abided by; when the election for this new office will take place; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23370/19]

11/06/2019WRC00600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 73, 92 and 962 together.

I welcome the decision by the people of the Limerick City and County Council area, in the 
plebiscite held on 24 May 2019, to support the Government’s proposals for a directly elected 
mayor with executive functions for their area. It is now my intention to deliver on the will of 
the people of Limerick without delay. Significant work on the proposal has already been carried 
out in the form of the published document “Directly Elected Mayors with Executive Functions: 
Detailed Policy Proposals” approved by the Government on 20 March 2019. 

Under Section 44 of the Local Government Act 2019, the Minister is now required to pre-
pare and submit to the Houses of the Oireachtas a report with legislative proposals for a directly 
elected mayor for Limerick. There is a further significant piece of work required to systemati-
cally analyse all legislation conferring functions and powers on local authority chief executives 
and this will involve consultation with key stakeholders.  

Under the Act, the Report and legislative proposals must be submitted by 24 May 2021, two 
years after the plebiscite vote. However, I have asked my Department to prioritise this work 
with a view to bringing the Report and legislative proposals forward at the earliest opportunity.  
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Under the Government’s proposal, a full 5 year term of office for the directly elected mayor 
with executive functions is envisaged, with elections taking place with local elections. How-
ever, a possible election date in 2022 was identified for the first directly elected mayor, with a 
consequently shorter first term envisaged up to the next local elections in 2024. 

In the expectation that the preparatory work can be carried out and the legislative process is 
prioritised in the Oireachtas, the first election for mayor could take place in Limerick City and 
County Council in 2021. 

The people of Cork City and Waterford City and County narrowly rejected the Govern-
ment’s proposals in the recent plebiscites in those local authority areas, and I fully respect the 
outcome of the votes there. In accordance with the legislation, the priority now is on delivering 
the mandate given by the people of Limerick.   

In relation to Dublin, work is underway in the Department of the Taoiseach on proposals 
for the establishment of a new Citizens’ Assembly to consider a number of issues, including 
the issue of a directly elected mayor for Dublin and the form that this should take. The function 
of a Citizens’ Assembly is to inform the public and increase overall awareness of topics being 
examined. Consideration is being given to the parameters of this and other topics and how best 
to optimise the use of an Assembly’s time and the taxpayers money. Proposals are expected to 
come before Government shortly. 

Finally, in relation to Galway, as provisions enabling the amalgamation of Galway City 
and County Councils and the holding of a plebiscite on a directly elected mayor for Galway 
included in the Local Government Bill were not passed by the Oireachtas, a plebiscite did not 
proceed there last month.  My Department is now working with the two local authorities to 
consider and recalibrate the local government modernisation programme in Galway in light of 
the passage of the Bill.

  Question No. 74 answered with Question No. 40.

  Question No. 75 answered with Question No. 59.

11/06/2019WRC00900Local Authority Housing Data

11/06/2019WRC0100076. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the number of housing units he expects to be built by each local authority in 2019; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23988/19]

11/06/2019WRC01100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The overall social housing ambition for 2019 under Rebuilding Ireland is to support more than 
27,000 households.  This consists of 10,000 social housing homes to be delivered through 
build, acquisition and leasing programmes, with a further 17,360 households to be supported 
under the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) and Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS).  It 
is expected that 6,545 of the 10,000 homes referred to above will be delivered through local 
authority and approved housing body (AHB) build programmes.  

Targets have been provided to each local authority, outlining their individual target under 
build, acquisition, leasing, HAP and RAS and a full breakdown of these targets is available on 
the Rebuilding Ireland website at the following link: http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/social-
housing-targets-2019/.

Continuing the approach adopted last year, to further increase transparency and account-
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ability for delivery of these targets at a local level, progress made by local authorities against 
targets will be published on a quarterly basis.

11/06/2019WRC01200Election Management System

11/06/2019WRC0130077. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if the recent extensive counting periods for the ballot papers in European and local elec-
tions will result in consideration being given to the introduction of voting by electronic and 
online methods. [23895/19]

11/06/2019WRC01400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): In February 2000, the then Government approved, in principle, 
the introduction of direct vote recording and electronic vote counting at elections.  In broad 
terms, electronic voting and counting was originally proposed in order to: 

- improve the efficiency of electoral administration; 

- provide election results more quickly; 

- make it easier for the public to vote; 

- support a positive image of the country in the use of information technology.

However, over the course of the development and testing of the proposed electronic voting 
system, it became clear that, notwithstanding relatively minor issues in relation to the manual 
system of voting, there was, and remains, very significant public confidence in that system.  
Equally, it became clear that the electorate were not supportive of the proposed roll out of 
electronic voting due to significant concerns that emerged in public debate, in particular, on the 
security of the vote.  Against this background, the then Government decided, in 2008, not to 
proceed with the implementation of electronic voting in Ireland.

While the counting period at the recent European Parliament elections in the South constitu-
ency took longer than would normally have been the case, the number of candidates standing 
for election and, consequentially, the size of the ballot paper contributed significantly to the 
counting period.  

While electoral law is subject to ongoing review, I currently have no proposals to examine, 
or introduce, measures in support of electronic and online voting at local and European elec-
tions held in the State.  

11/06/2019WRC01500Homeless Accommodation Provision

11/06/2019WRC0160078. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when the inspections of private and voluntary emergency homeless accommodation will 
commence; the person or body that will carry out the inspections; the number of providers that 
will be inspected in 2019; if there are targets for achieving 100% inspections; and when he will 
introduce a fully independent inspection regime. [23889/19]

11/06/2019WRC01700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of accommodation and related services for 
homeless persons rests with individual housing authorities.  This responsibility of housing au-
thorities includes responsibility for ensuring that contracted services are delivered in a profes-
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sional manner, in line with any service level agreement that is in place.  

Supporting individuals and families experiencing homelessness is a priority for the Govern-
ment.  The Dublin Region Homeless Executive has developed a National Quality Standards 
Framework (NQSF) on behalf of my Department.  The Framework has been developed to en-
sure a more consistent approach in how local authorities and service providers respond to the 
needs of those experiencing homelessness.  The Framework was implemented on a phased ba-
sis in the Dublin region, with site visits commencing in February.  The experience gained from 
the recent completion of the roll-out in the Dublin region and the commencement of site visits 
has allowed the DRHE to evaluate how the Framework should be implemented nationally and 
to advise my Department accordingly. 

Last month, my Department wrote to local authorities, instructing them on the process for 
the implementation of the Framework, which is to be implemented on a nationwide basis over a 
12-month period commencing on 1 July 2019.   Upon completion of the implementation phase, 
local authorities will commence site visits to ensure compliance with the Framework.  Manage-
ment of these site visits will be a matter for local authorities.  While I have no plans at present to 
introduce an alternative inspection regime, the implementation of the Framework will be kept 
under ongoing review.. 

Question No. 79 answered with Question No. 64.

11/06/2019WRC01900Election Management System

11/06/2019WRC0200080. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the reason a public information campaign or similar was not carried out in the run up to the 
2019 local and European elections to highlight to voters the implications of a judgment (details 
supplied). [23733/19]

11/06/2019WRC02100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): Electoral law provides that a ballot paper at an election is invalid 
for a number of reasons: if it does not bear the official mark; does not clearly indicate a first 
preference for some candidate; indicates a first preference for more than one candidate; has no 
mark placed in it; or has anything written or marked on it, which in the opinion of the local 
returning officer is calculated to identify the elector.   

My Department recently completed a public consultation on a Regulatory Impact Analysis 
(RIA) that was prepared in relation to the establishment of an electoral commission. One of the 
proposed functions of the commission as set out in the RIA could be to develop programmes 
and implement ways to enhance voter education and engagement.  Such programmes could as-
sist the public in having a better understanding of the voting system.  

The submissions received in the course of the consultation are being considered in my 
Department and the content used to inform a preferred option for establishing a commission, 
which will be brought to Government for consideration.  Once a preferred option is agreed, 
work would then commence on the preparation of the necessary legislation to establish an elec-
toral commission.

  Question No. 81 answered with Question No. 45.

  Question No. 82 answered with Question No. 50.
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11/06/2019WRC02400Water Services

11/06/2019WRC0250083. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the status of the talks between Irish Water, trade unions and his Department on the creation of a 
single utility for water services. [23892/19]

11/06/2019WRC02600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Government’s Water Services Policy Statement 2018-2025 sets the broad policy context 
for the development of water services, including the position of Irish Water as the single, pub-
licly owned national water services authority. This is consistent with the recommendations 
made by the Joint Oireachtas Committee on the Future Funding of Domestic Water Services in 
2017, and the legislative reforms in the Water Services Acts.

In this context, Irish Water has proposed fully integrating its operations and ending the 
current operational arrangements for the delivery of water services through service level agree-
ments with local authorities.  

On 19 September 2018, the Director General of the Workplace Relations Commission 
(WRC) reported on a process of engagement, undertaken at my request, with the parties in-
volved in the transformation programme for Irish Water, including ICTU and relevant affiliated 
unions, local government management through the County and City Management Association, 
Irish Water and my Department.  In response to the WRC report, I asked the parties to engage 
in a process to work towards the development of a stable structural and operational framework 
for the future. 

This would replace the current Service Level Agreements for the provision of water ser-
vices, with arrangements which:

(a) provide Irish Water, as the national water services authority, with the necessary control 
of operations, accountability and capacity to manage risk and communicate and negotiate with 
all water services workers on the change agenda and provide a single identity for customer fac-
ing services; 

(b) ensure that Irish Water is not left without an appropriate skilled workforce to carry out 
its statutory functions and local authorities are not left with stranded costs; and,

(c) address the concerns of workers in relation to the future deployment of the current lo-
cal authority water staff, by developing arrangements which meet the objectives set out above, 
while not requiring the invoking of Section 19 of the Water Services (No.2) Act 2013, other 
than by collective agreement. Section 19 relates to the process of designation of local authority 
staff for transfer to Irish Water on termination of a SLA.

I recognise the challenges involved in this process and the concerns which all parties to the 
process have, especially the workers.

The proposed changes also give rise to significant challenges for the local government sec-
tor in Ireland. Any process of transformation needs to be cognisant of the potential impacts on 
the wider local government system.  Ultimately, given my Department’s responsibility for the 
local government system, I want to ensure that our local authorities continue to be a vibrant and 
progressive component of public service delivery in Ireland.

The formal engagement under the WRC commenced in February 2019 and two formal 
meetings have been held to date.  I am grateful for the commitment of the WRC in facilitating 
the process.
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There are also constitutional and governance issues that are of interest and relevant to the 
future provision of water services in Ireland.  These matters are being discussed between parties 
in different strands of dialogue outside of the WRC process.

11/06/2019WRC02700Local Authority Housing

11/06/2019WRC0280084. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the actions he is taking to implement pillar 5 of the Rebuilding Ireland initiative relating 
to council owned homes; if there is national monitoring of the amount of funding each council 
sets aside for housing maintenance including work undertaken on vacated homes in advance of 
re-letting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23684/19]

11/06/2019WRC02900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The management and maintenance of local authority housing stock, including pre-letting re-
pairs to vacant properties, responsive repairs and planned maintenance programmes, is a mat-
ter for each individual local authority, in line with section 58 of the Housing Act 1966.  Local 
authorities return vacant properties to use through their own resources but my Department also 
continues to provide exchequer support to local authorities under the voids programme to sup-
port the timely re-tenanting of social homes that become vacant and require significant invest-
ment prior to re-letting.

The challenges faced by local authorities in re-tenanting properties vary considerably, with 
some requiring minimal upgrade or redecoration, while others require very extensive and costly 
pre-letting works before they can be safely re-tenanted.  The most appropriate manner in which 
lasting improvements can be made in this area, in line with the relevant objectives of Rebuild-
ing Ireland, is to have a common approach based on best practice across the local government 
sector. In that regard, a group representing a number of local authorities is working to identify 
best practice in relation to housing stock maintenance and repairs, within the structure of the 
City and County Management Association (CCMA).  An element of this work involves iden-
tifying how the swift return of homes to the active social housing stock can be achieved most 
efficiently, while complying with the minimum standards for rented accommodation, which 
apply to local authority housing.

The CCMA group is also working with my Department on a sustainable funding approach 
for this work.  In addition, local authority elected members can play an important role in this 
regard by allocating adequate resources to the maintenance of their housing stock in the budget-
ary process and by overseeing the performance of their respective local authorities in achieving 
timely re-lettings of social housing homes. 

11/06/2019WRC03000Local Authority Housing Data

11/06/2019WRC0310085. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of council homes re-let in 2018 for each local authority in tabular form; the 
average time it took to re-let council homes in each of the local authorities; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [23683/19]

11/06/2019WRC03200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): The 
management and maintenance of local authority housing stock, including pre-letting repairs to 
vacant properties, responsive repairs and planned maintenance programmes, is a matter for 
each individual local authority, in line with section 58 of the Housing Act 1966.  The challenges 
faced by local authorities in re-tenanting properties vary considerably, with some properties re-
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quiring minimal upgrade or re-decoration, while others require extensive and costly pre-letting 
works before they can be safely re-tenanted.  Local authorities return vacant properties to use 
through their own resources but my Department also continues to provide exchequer support 
under the voids programme for the timely re-tenanting of social homes that become vacant and 
require significant investment prior to re-letting.   

Local authorities will always have a certain level of vacancy in their housing stock as tenan-
cies come to an end in the ordinary course of events. All local authorities, however, are actively 
encouraged to ensure all vacant properties in their stock are brought back into use as expedi-
tiously as possible. 

The National Oversight & Audit Commission (NOAC) reviews the social housing stock 
level in local authorities, including the number of vacant properties.  NOAC’s activities in this 
regard are summarised in its Annual Performance Indicator Reports for the years 2014-2017; 
the most recent data on a local authority basis are set out in the 2017 report which is available 
on the NOAC website at the following link: http://noac.ie/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/NOAC-
Performance-Indicators-Report-2017.pdf. 

11/06/2019WRC03300Homeless Persons Supports

11/06/2019WRC0340086. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his views on the key recommendations of the report of the Ombudsman for Children on 
children’s experiences of family hubs; and the recommendations from the report he plans to 
pursue. [23893/19]

11/06/2019WRC03500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Supporting families experiencing homelessness is a key Government priority.  In addition to an 
ambitious social housing programme being rolled out under Rebuilding Ireland, the Govern-
ment’s Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, which is designed to meet housing needs 
on a long-term basis, a network of family hubs is also being put in place to provide a better 
response than is possible through hotels, for addressing the immediate needs of families experi-
encing homelessness and requiring emergency accommodation.  As well as providing enhanced 
facilities, including in relation to cooking and laundry, families in hubs also receive better sup-
ports, including support to identify and secure an independent tenancy. 

On 18 April 2019, the Office of the Children’s Ombudsman published ‘No Place Like 
Home’, a report into the experiences of children and parents of young children accommodated 
in family hubs. While the report notes a number of advantages of hubs over alternative forms of 
emergency accommodation, it also noted a numbers of areas of concern.  

My Department is undertaking a detailed examination of the recommendations of the report, 
in consultation with the NGO service providers and the relevant local authorities.  In that con-
text, I have written to each of the NGOs involved in the provision of services in family hubs, 
asking for their observations on the report, and I have also met with the Ombudsman for Chil-
dren to discuss the report.  The issue of responses to the report that may be appropriate is being 
considered as part of that process. 

11/06/2019WRC03600Social and Affordable Housing Provision

11/06/2019WRC0370087. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of the affordable home scheme; the number of sites identified; the timeframe for 
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delivery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23883/19]

11/06/2019WRC03800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Affordable housing for purchase is being provided under Part 5 of the Housing (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 2009.

Under the Serviced Sites Fund (SSF), €310 million is being made available over the 2019 
to 2021 period to support the delivery of infrastructure on local authority sites, which will de-
liver over 6,000 affordable homes.  The first call for proposals under the SSF in June 2018 was 
targeted at 11 local authorities where it was identified that the greatest affordability pressures 
exist.  I issued approval in December 2018 for funding for 10 infrastructure projects in Dublin 
and Cork, costing €43 million, which will support the delivery of 1,400 affordable homes.  The 
overall cost and timing of delivery for these projects is contingent upon the completion of plan-
ning and procurement in the first instance, and local authorities are working to achieve delivery 
as quickly as possible, with the first tranche of affordable homes expected to be delivered next 
year.

Following the first call under the SSF, all local authorities were requested to submit eco-
nomic assessments to ascertain if the provision of affordable homes was appropriate in their 
areas.  A second call for proposals under the SSF issued to 19 local authorities on 9 April 2019,  
based on these economic assessments.  In response, 30 submissions were received from 15 local 
authorities and these are currently being assessed by my Department.  I intend to issue approv-
als under this second call in the coming weeks.

  Question No. 88 answered with Question No. 57.

11/06/2019WRC04000Local Authority Housing

11/06/2019WRC0410089. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he will consider establishing generic housing designs for local authority housing in 
order to speed up the delivery of social housing. [24031/19]

11/06/2019WRC04200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): As reflected in Rebuilding Ireland, the accelerated delivery of 
50,000 social housing homes by 2021 is a key priority for this Government. In this regard, 
my Department continues to work very closely with local authorities and Approved Housing 
Bodies (AHBs) to support the delivery of these much needed social housing homes across the 
country.

In relation to the Deputy’s specific query, my Department is currently preparing general 
economic design guidance, incorporating sample internal layouts for homes. This is aimed, 
predominantly, at local authorities and AHBs.  The document demonstrates how a variety of 
house types and apartments can be designed to meet the target floor areas, as set out in the 
Quality Housing for Sustainable Communities - Best Practice Guidelines for delivering homes 
sustaining communities. The preparation of the design guidance document is well advanced and 
I expect it to be published for consultation in the coming weeks.

  Question No. 90 answered with Question No. 46.

  Question No. 91 answered with Question No. 60.

  Question No. 92 answered with Question No. 73.
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  Question No. 93 answered with Question No. 40.

11/06/2019WRC04700Vacant Sites

11/06/2019WRC0480094. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his views on whether the application of the vacant site levy and vacant site register is vary-
ing from county to county resulting in varying levels of success; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24030/19]

11/06/2019WRC04900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department does not maintain a central register of vacant sites, as each local authority admin-
isters the vacant site register in respect of their functional area. However, a recent review of the 
on-line vacant site registers across all local authority areas shows there are collectively over 
360 individual sites currently on the local registers.  Over 120 of these sites had been entered by 
1 January 2018 and are therefore subject to the levy in 2019, unless development works were 
activated in the interim. 

As of 6 June 2019, sites with a value of €364.2m were listed on local authority vacant site 
registers, of which €254.5m related to sites listed on the registers prior to 1 January 2018. 
Without any changes to the number of sites currently listed on local authority registers, it is 
estimated that the levy proceeds nationally could be of the order of €7.6m (applying the current 
3% levy rate in respect of sites on the registers in 2018), increasing to €25.5m in 2020 (applying 
the increased 7% levy rate in respect of sites listed on local authority registers in 2019).  

Levy implementation progress reports were requested from local authorities late last year 
and all local authorities have submitted responses. These responses are currently being exam-
ined by my Department with a view to determining what, if any, further implementation sup-
ports may be required.

  Question No. 95 answered with Question No. 41.

11/06/2019WRD00200Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

11/06/2019WRD0030096. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent engage-
ments with the National Economic and Social Council. [23188/19]

11/06/2019WRD00400The Taoiseach: The National Economic and Social Council (NESC) is an independent stat-
utory agency operating under the aegis of my Department.  The Council analyses and reports on 
strategic policy matters relevant to Ireland’s economic, social, environmental and sustainable 
development.

In accordance with the NESDO Act 2006 I have certain functions such as appointing the 
members of the NESC, presenting reports to Government prior to publication, or prior to laying 
before the Houses as in the case of the Annual Reports.  

NESC provides value as a forum where economic, social and environmental issues can be 
discussed on a multilateral basis across a variety of actors and sectors and with Government 
Departments. This is important for policy-making.

The work and associated reports of the NESC provide a unique analysis of the challenges 
facing Irish society and are an important contribution to policy development as they often have 
a focus on the strategic and longer-term view. For example, as part of Future Jobs Ireland 2019, 
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NESC will develop policy recommendations for the operation of Transition Teams to manage 
the impact of economic transition on vulnerable workers and sectors. The project will provide 
a forward look at the economy in the context of a transition to a low-carbon and more digital 
future. 

Recent reports published by the Council include:
- Climate Change Policy: Getting the Process Right;
- Transport Orientated Development: Assessing Opportunity for Ireland;
- Moving from Welfare to Work: Low Work Intensity Households and the Quality of Supportive Services; and
- Urban Development Land, Housing and Infrastructure: Fixing Ireland’s Broken System.

  I brought these reports to Government in advance of publication. 

Since becoming Taoiseach, I have made nine appointments to the NESC. Five appointments 
were made on the basis of nominations from sectoral organisations, as provided for in the leg-
islation. In the independent category, I appointed four members following an open selection 
process conducted by the Public Appointments Service.

The Council is funded through my Department’s Vote and my Department also has gover-
nance responsibilities in relation to the Council.

11/06/2019WRD00500Departmental Administrative Arrangements

11/06/2019WRD0060097. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the work of the par-
liamentary liaison unit of his Department. [23189/19]

11/06/2019WRD00700The Taoiseach: The Parliamentary Liaison Unit (PLU) was established in 2016.  It is staffed 
by 4 staff members; a Principal Officer; two Higher Executive Officers (1.5)  and a Clerical Of-
ficer. Its role is to facilitate the enhanced relationship between the Government and the Oireach-
tas and in this regard its work is complementary to that of the Office of the Government Chief 
Whip helping to ensure the implementation of the Government’s legislative programme. 

The Unit also liaises on a regular basis with advisers and Departments with a view to en-
suring that they are aware of Oireachtas issues and to assist them in engaging with the new 
processes arising from Dail reform. 

In addition, the PLU works closely with Government Departments on their input to Private 
Members Business (PMB) in both the Dáil and the Seanad. 

In July 2018, in an effort to improve the system for dealing with PMBs, the Government and 
the Sub Committee on Dáil Reform both approved an MOU between the Government and Dáil 
Eireann on Private Members’ Bills.  

The PLU will continue to provide guidance and advice for Departments on the Government 
Commitments contained in the MOU. 

11/06/2019WRD00800Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

11/06/2019WRD0090098. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his meeting with the 
leader of the Labour Party in the UK, Mr. Jeremy Corbyn, on 30 May 2019; and the issues that 
he discussed. [23340/19]

11/06/2019WRD01000The Taoiseach: I met with the Leader of the British Labour Party, Mr Jeremy Corbyn MP 
in Government Buildings on Thursday 30 May 2019. Mr Corbyn was accompanied by Tony 
Lloyd, MP, Shadow Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and advisers. 

We discussed Northern Ireland, Brexit, and the current political situation in Westminster. 
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Discussions focused principally on the need to restore a power-sharing Executive in Northern 
Ireland and the importance of ongoing engagement with all political parties in the North. 

Mr Corbyn and I also considered Brexit, with both of us sharing serious concerns about a 
no deal scenario and its inherent dangers, including the possibility that the UK may end up in a 
no deal situation by default unless alternatives are pursued.  We also discussed the importance 
of avoiding any return of a hard border on the island of Ireland.

We agreed to stay in touch with regard to both Northern Ireland and Brexit.

11/06/2019WRD01100Cabinet Committee Meetings

11/06/2019WRD0120099. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Taoiseach the date of all Cabinet committee meetings on 
climate change since 1 May 2016. [23472/19]

11/06/2019WRD01300The Taoiseach: Since the formation of the current Government in June 2017, discussions 
about climate change at Cabinet Committee level primarily take place at meetings of Cabinet 
Committee D, which also deals with infrastructure and housing issues.  Cabinet Committee D 
has met on the following dates: 27 May 2019; 31 January 2019; 1 February 2018; 23 November 
2017 and 12 September 2017. 

Under the term of the previous Government, discussions about climate change at Cabinet 
Committee level primarily took place at meetings of the Cabinet Committee on Infrastructure, 
Environment and Climate Action, which met on the following dates: 15 May 2017; 30 January 
2017; 12 December 2016; 25 October 2016; and 7 July 2016. 

In view of the cross cutting nature of climate change, matters relevant to climate change 
may also be discussed at other Cabinet Committees. 

In keeping with the principles of Cabinet confidentiality and collective responsibility, it is 
not appropriate to divulge details of what was discussed at Cabinet Committee meetings.

11/06/2019WRD01400Postal Voting

11/06/2019WRD01500100. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that a number of Army personnel did not receive their postal votes 
for the most recent elections and referendum. [23752/19]

11/06/2019WRD01600107. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if there was a 
delay in issuing postal votes to Defence Forces personnel for the 2019 local and European elec-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23456/19]

11/06/2019WRD01700110. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if an inves-
tigation is taking place with regard to some members of the Defence Forces not receiving their 
postal vote in time to vote; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23563/19]

11/06/2019WRD01800113. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number 
of Army personnel who may have lost their right to vote due to the fact their ballot papers 
did not arrive in time for the recent local and European elections and the divorce referendum. 
[23750/19]

11/06/2019WRD01900114. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
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Army personnel who did not receive ballot papers in time to cast their votes in the recent local 
and European elections and the divorce referendum. [23751/19]

11/06/2019WRD02000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 100, 107, 110, 113 and 114 together.

The nature of military service requires that all members of the Permanent Defence Force 
who elect to vote, must do so through the postal voting system as they may not have the option 
to vote in person. The Defence Forces place a very high level of importance on ensuring that all 
personnel are provided with the opportunity to register for and to receive a postal vote. 

To that end, personnel are provided with access to registration forms, through the chain of 
command. A significant operation then takes place to ensure that those who are registered to 
vote, at home or overseas, are provided with postal votes, to enable them to exercise their right 
to vote. 

I am informed that a number of personnel have expressed concern that they did not receive 
a postal vote. These concerns are being examined by the military authorities in the context of 
a review of the operation of the postal voting system with a view to ensure that processes and 
procedures are optimised. I have been informed that this review will capture the number of 
those affected. The review is expected to conclude shortly.

11/06/2019WRD02100Departmental Properties

11/06/2019WRD02200101. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the num-
ber, location and value of lands acquired by his Department by way of CPO in the past three 
years to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23244/19]

11/06/2019WRD02300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My Department 
has not acquired any lands by CPO in the past three years.

11/06/2019WRD02400Defence Forces Reserve

11/06/2019WRD02500102. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 111 of 21 May 2019, the number of personnel who entered and 
left, respectively, the Reserve Defence Forces by unit and corps served in each of the years 
2012 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23420/19]

11/06/2019WRD02600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The information 
sought by the Deputy is in the process of being collated and verified by the military authorities. 
I will pass on the details to the Deputy when they become available.

11/06/2019WRD02700Defence Forces Remuneration

11/06/2019WRD02800103. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the status of 
cook allowances and back pay agreed in recent years for the Army Ranger Wing of the Defence 
Forces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23424/19]

11/06/2019WRD02900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): There are a num-
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ber of outstanding Adjudication findings across the Public Service, two of which are the De-
fence Forces Cooks technical pay  and the Army Ranger Wing Allowance, that could not be 
implemented having regard to the provisions of the Financial Emergency Measures in the Pub-
lic Interest Act 2009-2015. 

The Public Service Stability Agreement 2018-2020, provides for consideration of a process 
to address any outstanding adjudications, having due regard to the question of their continued 
validity and cost implications. 

The Official side had discussions with PDFORRA on the process, under the Conciliation 
and Arbitration scheme for members of the Permanent Defence Force. Pursuant to these discus-
sions the High Court  granted PDFORRA leave to seek Judicial Review. 

As this matter is currently the subject of High Court proceedings, it would not be appropri-
ate for me to comment at this time.

11/06/2019WRD03000Defence Forces Personnel Data

11/06/2019WRD03100104. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the ratio of 
instructors to trainees at the Curragh Army camp transport section; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23425/19]

11/06/2019WRD03200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): There are no 
specific ratios for courses run in the Transport School, due to the range and variety of courses 
conducted there.  There are specific courses such as the Motor Transport Driver Instructors 
Course and the Motor Transport Driver Testers Course where the School operates a 2:1 Stu-
dent to Instructor ratio.  There are ratios for Defence Forces driver training courses run within 
Brigades and Formations; this is a ratio of 2:1 Student to Instructor as per the Defence Forces 
Driver Training Instruction 02/2016.

11/06/2019WRD03300Defence Forces Recruitment

11/06/2019WRD03400105. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the vacancies 
among instructors in the Defence Forces across each section; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23426/19]

11/06/2019WRD03500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): It has not been 
possible in the time available to compile all the necessary documentation requested by the 
Deputy. The information will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as possible.

11/06/2019WRD03600Defence Forces Personnel

11/06/2019WRD03700106. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the position 
regarding an application for a transfer within the Defence Forces by a person (details supplied). 
[23444/19]

11/06/2019WRD03800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): When an enlisted 
member of the Defence Forces seeks to transfer from one service corps to another the consent 
of the Formation Commanders in both areas must be obtained. The transfer will proceed if both 
Formation Commanders give consent but will not take place if both do not consent. Where there 
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is disagreement between the two, the application is passed to the Deputy Chief of Staff (Sup-
port) for final decision.

The transfer request referred to by the Deputy is subject to the above procedure and is still 
under consideration by the military authorities.

Question No. 107 answered with Question No. 100.

11/06/2019WRD04000Overseas Missions

11/06/2019WRD04100108. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the level of 
payment received by the State from the United Nations per soldier per day for Defence Forc-
es personnel on peacekeeping missions abroad; the proportion of the per capita payment that 
goes directly to the individual serving member; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[23521/19]

11/06/2019WRD04200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The United Na-
tions reimburses some personnel and Contingent Owed Equipment costs in respect of contribu-
tions to UN led operations.  Rates of reimbursement, fixed in accordance with UN categories 
of equipment and personnel, are agreed in a Memorandum of Understanding between Ireland 
and the UN for each mission.  The only missions for which Ireland is currently entitled to re-
imbursement of some troop and equipment costs are the United Nations Interim Force in Leba-
non (UNIFIL) and the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF) on the Golan 
Heights.  The timing of the receipt of reimbursements is dependent on the financial situation at 
the UN.  Reimbursements are received in arrears.  

A standard UN rate of reimbursement of $1,428 (€1262) per month is paid to troop contrib-
uting countries in respect of each member of a military unit deployed to a United Nation field 
mission. This reimbursement represents a contribution by the UN towards troop sustainment 
costs incurred by the member States including, for example, the provision of food, lodging, 
medical support, communications, ordnance, and other goods and services and is paid directly 
to Governments in respect of deployed personnel.

While deployed on such operations, personnel are paid a daily Unarmed or Armed Peace 
Support Allowance depending on the nature of the mission.  Unarmed Peace Support Allow-
ance ranges from €55.14 to  €79.51 per day depending on rank, equivalent to about €1,677 to 
€2,418 per month.  For personnel in receipt of Armed Peace Support Allowance, the daily rates 
range from €76.36 to €101.75, equivalent to about €2,322 to €3,094 per month.  Both unarmed 
and armed peace support allowance are non taxable.  

In addition, while serving on a UN peacekeeping mission, the UN also facilities the pay-
ment directly to personnel of a daily allowance of $1.28 plus a recreational leave allowance of 
$10.50 per day for up to 15 days of leave taken during each six-month period.

11/06/2019WRD04300Overseas Missions

11/06/2019WRD04400109. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if soldiers who 
are on leave from UN peacekeeping duties and missions abroad must physically leave the area 
of operation for the duration of their leave; if it is the responsibility of the individual member 
who is on leave to bear the financial cost of returning here when on leave; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [23526/19]
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11/06/2019WRD04500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The leave that may 
be granted to Defence Forces personnel when on service outside the State with an International 
United Nations Force, is subject to the UN regulation governing that Force.  As such, differ-
ent annual leave arrangements apply to different mission areas, depending on specific mission 
Standard Operating Procedures.  Considerations such as security and operational and logistical 
concerns that pertain to that mission area and surrounding territories are taken into account. 

Defence Forces personnel are not obliged to take mission leave in Ireland.  The cost of re-
turning to Ireland or travelling to another destination while on leave, is borne by the individual, 
except for specific instances when personnel are granted special leave.  Deployed personnel 
who avail of special leave during their deployment may have their flights home paid at national 
expense. Applications for special leave can include, travel on compassionate grounds - e.g. 
bereavement, exceptional domestic circumstances - travel for work-related purposes such as 
attendance at meetings and briefings or travel for mission related purposes. 

While deployed on overseas operations, personnel are paid a daily Unarmed or Armed Peace 
Support Allowance depending on the nature of the mission.  Unarmed Peace Support Allow-
ance ranges from €55.14 to  €79.51 per day depending on rank, equivalent to about €1,677 to 
€2,418 per month.  For personnel in receipt of Armed Peace Support Allowance, the daily rates 
range from €76.36 to €101.75, equivalent to about €2,322 to €3,094 per month.  Both unarmed 
and armed peace support allowance are non taxable and are paid for the duration of the overseas 
deployment including periods of leave.  In addition, while serving on a UN peacekeeping mis-
sion, the UN also facilities the payment directly to personnel of a daily allowance of $1.28 plus 
a recreational leave allowance of $10.50 per day for up to 15 days of leave taken during each 
six-month period.

Question No. 110 answered with Question No. 100.

11/06/2019WRD04700Departmental Staff Data

11/06/2019WRD04800111. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number 
of staff working in the procurement area for major State infrastructure projects in his Depart-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23660/19]

11/06/2019WRD04900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Future equipment 
priorities for the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service are considered in the context of the White 
Paper on Defence as part of the capability development and equipment priorities planning pro-
cess.  The principal aim over the period of the White Paper will be to replace and upgrade, as 
required, existing capabilities in order to retain a flexible response for a wide range of opera-
tional requirements, including response to security risks and other emergencies, both at home 
and overseas.

 In accordance with the National Development Plan, the capital allocation for Defence has 
been increased to €106 million for 2019, an increase of €29 million. The National Development 
Plan provides for a total of €541 million for Defence over the period 2018-2022. This level of 
capital funding will allow the Defence Organisation to undertake a programme of sustained 
equipment replacement and infrastructural development across the Army, Air Corps and Naval 
Service as identified and prioritised in the Defence White Paper and builds on the significant 
investment programme over recent years.  

The Department’s Contracts Branch manages overall procurement policy within the De-
fence Organisation, reflecting the specialised nature of the equipment profile and works on 
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major projects in conjunction with various units within the Defence Forces.  Contracts Branch, 
which has a staffing complement of nine, has a range of functions within the procurement 
area ranging from the direct management of procurement activities for defensive equipment 
and materials including ammunition, the contract management of major capital equipment pro-
grammes as set out in the White Paper on Defence, the disposal of obsolete equipment and 
corporate governance issues.  The Branch engages with the Office of Government Procurement 
and provides procurement advice to other Branches of the Defence Organisation.  

In addition, procurement procedures are in place in the Defence Organisation to provide a 
joint civil and military forum for oversight and approval of expenditure and to ensure that ex-
penditure is profiled and monitored on an ongoing basis. In this regard a High Level Planning 
and Procurement Group (HLPPG) comprising of senior civil and military management of the 
Department of Defence and the Defence Forces, and an associated Working Group meet on a 
monthly basis. The Group also develops and implements multi annual plans for the Defence 
Forces for equipment procurement and for infrastructural development based on policy priori-
ties in the White Paper.    

I am advised that procurement of major State infrastructure projects are kept under constant 
review to support good procurement practice, project management and good corporate gover-
nance, and to ensure that the tender processes are carried out in an appropriate manner.

11/06/2019WRE00200Defence Forces Remuneration

11/06/2019WRE00300112. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if he will ad-
dress a matter regarding Army pay (details supplied). [23674/19]

11/06/2019WRE00400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The figures quot-
ed were supplied by the Department of Defences’ payroll provider and are based on total pay 
and all allowances received by Defence Force personnel in the year 2018. The figures quoted 
represent the average gross earnings (including pay and allowances) for enlisted personnel and 
officers who were employed in the Defence Forces for the entire 12 month period. 

Questions Nos. 113 and 114 answered with Question No. 100.

11/06/2019WRE00700Air Corps Operations

11/06/2019WRE00800115. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if the necessary 
funding will be provided to ensure the air traffic control tower at Baldonnel Aerodrome is 
opened 24/7. [23768/19]

11/06/2019WRE00900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Air Corps is 
experiencing a shortage of trained Air Traffic Control (ATC) personnel which has necessitated 
a reduction in operating hours.  Actions are underway to return to previous levels of ATC ser-
vices.  While it is not yet possible to state definitively when 24hr operations will resume, ATC 
training is taking place and options to ensure the longer term sustainability of ATC services in 
Baldonnel are also being identified. 

11/06/2019WRE01000Defence Forces Equipment

11/06/2019WRE01100116. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of heavy 



Questions - Written Answers

36

recovery trucks purchased for the Permanent Defence Forces in each of the years 2017, 2018 
and to date in 2019; and the number withdrawn during the same period. [23769/19]

11/06/2019WRE01200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My priority as 
Minister with Responsibility for Defence is to ensure that the operational capability of the 
Army, Air Corps and Naval Service, is maintained to the greatest extent possible to enable the 
Defence Forces to carry out their roles as assigned by Government. 

The acquisition of new equipment for the Defence Forces remains a clear focus for me. 
Future equipment priorities for the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service are considered in the 
context of the White Paper on Defence as part of the capability development and equipment pri-
orities planning process.  The principal aim over the period of the White Paper will be to replace 
and upgrade, as required, existing capabilities in order to retain a flexible response for a wide 
range of operational requirements, including response to security risks and other emergencies, 
both at home and overseas.

The Army’s fleet of recovery vehicles is a key asset and assists in the recovery of Defence 
Forces armoured and non-armoured vehicles both at home and overseas. The fleet consists of 
19 vehicles in total comprising five heavy recovery vehicles, five medium recovery vehicles 
and nine light recovery vehicles. 

During the period 2017 to 2019 to date there were no heavy recovery vehicles withdrawn 
from service and, consequently there were no vehicles of this particular nature purchased in 
that period.

I am satisfied that the Defence Forces have the necessary modern and effective range of 
equipment available to them, which is in line with best international standards in order to fulfil 
all roles assigned to them by Government. 

11/06/2019WRE01300Defence Forces Personnel Data

11/06/2019WRE01400117. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number 
of Army personnel who left employment early in each year since 2010; the number who made a 
payment to the Defence Forces and-or his Department as a result of ending their contract early; 
the amount paid in each year by such persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23843/19]

11/06/2019WRE01500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The following 
table provides details of the total number of personnel discharged from the army from 2010 to 
2018.

Year Total Dis-
charged 

*Discharge by 
Purchase 

**Voluntary 
early retirement 

***Other dis-
charges includ-
ing retirements 
on age grounds 

 2018   525  208  219 98 
 2017  586  256  227  103
 2016  529  205  223  101
 2015  438  118  238  82
 2014  379  121  180  78
 2013  362  102  185  75
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Year Total Dis-
charged 

*Discharge by 
Purchase 

**Voluntary 
early retirement 

***Other dis-
charges includ-
ing retirements 
on age grounds 

 2012  657  116  487  54
 2011  516  72  352  92
 2010  427  28  315  84
There are a range of reasons why personnel retire from the Defence Forces.

*Discharge by purchase occurs when a non commissioned officer or private elects to leave 
the Defence Forces and pays an appropriate sum to discharge, in accordance with Defence 
Force Regulation A10 Paragraph 61 (3). Recruits can also elect to discharge by purchase and 
a significant proportion of recruits, approx. 22% on average, depart from the Defence Forces 
during the training phase for various reasons. 

**Voluntary early retirements occur when personnel wish to end their service at break 
points before reaching the mandatory retirement age limit for his/her respective rank. These 
retirements occur at the persons own request, at his/her request after 12 years, expiry of PDF 
service, on pension after 21 years or on termination of engagement.

***Other discharges include retirement on age grounds, death, below medical standards, 
service no longer required, or unlikely to become effective. 

The amount paid by those who purchased their discharge in the period mentioned in the 
question could not be ascertained in the timeframe set out for reply and I will revert once the 
figures are provided to me.

11/06/2019WRE01600Naval Service Vessels

11/06/2019WRE01700118. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the posi-
tion regarding the mid-life refit of LÉ Róisín; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24119/19]

11/06/2019WRE01800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The P50 class 
of vessels in the Naval Service ship flotilla were built in Appledore Shipyard in the UK.  LÉ 
Róisín (P51) was commissioned in 1999, with LÉ Niamh (P52) commissioned in 2001.  The 
service life of an Irish Naval Service ship is determined by the level of operational activity, but 
usually is around 30 years.  It is, however, normal practice in a ship’s life to carry out a mid-life 
refurbishment / extension programme so as to extend the useful life of a ship to thirty (or more) 
years. 

The P50 class vessels, 20 and 18 years old this year, now fall into the category of ship re-
quiring a mid-life refurbishment / extension programme.  Due to their age profile, much of the 
auxiliary equipment onboard is coming to the end of its useful life or is becoming obsolete and 
requires to be replaced in a structured manner.   

The Mid-Life Extension Programme of LÉ Róisín commenced in March 2019, with an 
initial dry-docking phase to be followed by an extended period of equipment upgrade and refit 
works. Works are progressing as planned. LÉ Niamh’s extension programme is due to com-
mence in 2020.  Over the course of their extension programmes, LÉ Róisín and LÉ Niamh will 
be out of operation for a period of some twelve months each.
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The addition of LÉ George Bernard Shaw to the fleet ensures that the Naval Service con-
tinue to have eight seagoing ships operational for the medium term. Future Naval Service capa-
bilities are planned as part of the White Paper on Defence project planning process which will 
determine the Defence Forces maritime capabilities.   

11/06/2019WRE01900Defence Forces Remuneration

11/06/2019WRE02000119. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the esti-
mated full year cost if the security duty allowance of €23.81 per day for less than 24 hours was 
increased to €38.50 per day and from €47.59 per day to €72 per day for 24 hours duty; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24120/19]

11/06/2019WRE02100Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Security Duty 
Allowance (SDA) is paid to Defence Forces personnel for certain duties performed. Many se-
curity duties are demand led and the number of duties can fluctuate year on year. It is therefore 
not possible to provide a full year cost of the suggested increase mentioned. 

In accordance with the Public Service Stability Agreement, 2013-2016, (the Haddington 
Road Agreement), all sectors across the public service were required to contribute to additional 
pay and productivity measures. Other sectors delivered these savings through a variety of ap-
proaches including additional working time and reduced rates of overtime payments.

The contribution from the Defence sector included a reduction of 10% on the rate of certain 
allowances payable to the Defence Forces. As part of the cost saving measures to be secured 
under the agreement, it was also agreed with the Permanent Defence Force Representative As-
sociations that the Saturday and Sunday rates for Security Duty Allowance would be flat rated.

The cost of restoring the premium rates and the 10% cut to SDA introduced in the Public 
Service Stability Agreement 2013-2016, would be in the region of  €2 million per annum. This 
figure is based on the 2018 payments of SDA. As security duties are demand led and the number 
of duties can fluctuate year on year, this variable must be taken into consideration in comparing 
any actual figures with speculative amounts. 

It should be noted that the representative associations for the Permanent Defence Force, 
PDFORRA and RACO have made claims for the restoration of the premium rates which is be-
ing processed through the Conciliation and Arbitration (C&A) Scheme. As discussions under 
the C&A scheme are confidential to the parties involved, it would not be appropriate for me to 
comment further on the matter at this time.

11/06/2019WRE02200Peace and Reconciliation Programme

11/06/2019WRE02300120. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if funding is available for an event (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23184/19]

11/06/2019WRE02400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
Department’s Reconciliation Fund awards grants to organisations working to build better rela-
tions within and between traditions in Northern Ireland, between North and South, and between 
Ireland and Britain.  It operates on the basis of two annual funding rounds.  The first round of 
2019 opened on 26 March and closed on 16 April. By the closing date, no funding application 
had been received in respect of the particular event referred to by the Deputy.  The organisation 
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which I understand will hold this event, has, however, been in contact separately with my of-
ficials, since the first funding round closed, regarding the possibility of making an application in 
the future. My officials are assisting the organisation with its enquiries and providing it with the 
necessary information to enable it to apply, should it wish to do so, in a future funding round. 

 Details of the timing for the second funding round will be posted to the Reconciliation Fund 
page on my Department’s website during summer 2019.  Further information on the operation 
of the Fund and the application process are available at: https://www.dfa.ie/about-us/funding/
reconciliation-fund/.

11/06/2019WRE02500Passport Applications

11/06/2019WRE02600121. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the reason a passport for a child (details supplied) cannot be processed; the position in respect 
of the requirement for two years proof of common usage in the case; and if the application can 
be processed as originally requested by appointment. [23211/19]

11/06/2019WRE02700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
advised by the Passport Service that the application to which you refer requested that the pass-
port issue in a name other than that noted on the applicant’s birth certificate and that in the 
absence of legal documents verifying this change of name, the passport issued to the applicant 
in the name noted on their birth certificate. 

All passport applications are subject to the terms of the Passports Act, 2008, as amended 
(“the Act“). The Act provides a legal basis for the various policies and procedures that are ap-
plied by the Passport Service in the issue of passports.  

Section 10 of the Act provides that a passport will issue in the name of a citizen as it ap-
pears on his/her birth certificate or naturalisation certificate. Under the Act, a passport can be 
issued in a different name from that which appears on a person’s birth certificate in situations 
such as marriage, civil partnership etc. where civil or legal documents are available to verify 
this change.

In cases where a name change arises other than by marriage, civil partnership or adoption, 
section 10 of the Act specifically requires evidence of the use of this new name over a two year 
period to be submitted before a passport can issue in a new name. 

The requirement for two years proof of usage does not, however, apply to cases where a 
birth certificate has been re-registered. In order for a passport to issue in a new name where the 
birth certificate has been amended, a new passport application will have to be submitted and 
that application must include the original amended birth certificate as issued by the General 
Registrar.

11/06/2019WRE02800Human Rights

11/06/2019WRE02900122. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his attention has been drawn to the increase in serious security incidents against members of 
an organisation (details supplied); his views on the situation; if he will request information on 
actions that the Government of Guatemala plans to take to guarantee the life and safety of the 
persons threatened; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23238/19]

11/06/2019WRE03000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
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aware of the situation to which the Deputy refers, and of the difficult situation more generally 
that currently exists for human rights defenders, activists and social leaders in Guatemala. 

Ireland is fully committed to supporting the promotion and protection of human rights and 
open civil society space globally and I would like to take this opportunity to strongly condemn 
any threats, intimidation or violence against those defending human rights and exercising their 
rights to freedom of expression and assembly. 

Recent actions taken by the Government of Guatemala have served to increase tensions 
regarding the status  of the rule of law and democracy in the country.  Ireland, along with our 
EU partners, has expressed alarm over the increasing number of attacks and killings of human 
rights defenders over the past year, as reported by the UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, and calls on the government of Guatemala to uphold fundamental democratic principles 
and respect human rights. 

Ireland regularly engages on the situation in Guatemala at EU level. I fully support the state-
ment by EU High Representative Mogherini of 26 March last which voiced concern regarding 
the proposed amendments to the National Reconciliation Law in Guatemala, which would re-
sult in an immediate amnesty for perpetrators of grave human rights violations during the civil 
war. The proposed amendments to the law governing non-governmental organisations would 
also impede these groups’ work and curtail the activities of human rights defenders. 

Ireland, along with our EU colleagues, deeply regrets the decision of the Government of 
Guatemala to terminate the 2006 Agreement with the UN establishing the International Com-
mission Against Impunity in Guatemala (CICIG). 

Since its establishment, the CICIG has been working effectively to combat corruption and 
impunity and to strengthen the rule of law in Guatemala.  I would like to again urge the Guate-
malan Government to allow CICIG to continue its important work until the end of the current 
mandate in September 2019, respecting the integrity of CICIG national and international per-
sonnel and affording them all necessary protection. 

Officials at my Department in Dublin, and at our Embassy in Mexico, which has responsi-
bility for our relations with Guatemala, are monitoring events in Guatemala closely and meet 
regularly with civil society and human rights groups to discuss the very concerning situation for 
human rights defenders in the country. 

Officials recently met with representatives of the organisation referred to by the Deputy, 
along with representatives from Peace Brigades International (PBI), a civil society organisation 
that receives funding from the Department. PBI provides protection measures to human rights 
defenders in Guatemala, including members of the ‘New Day Ch’orti’ Campesino Central Co-
ordinator (CCCND), and my Department is pleased to support PBI in this important work. 

Support for human rights defenders is a long established priority of Ireland’s foreign policy 
and we proudly play an active role in championing the promotion and protection of such activ-
ists, and indeed of open civil society space globally. 

Officials at my Department will continue to monitor developments in Guatemala closely 
and to engage on the human rights situation in the country with our EU, international and civil 
society partners.

11/06/2019WRE03100EU Enlargement
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11/06/2019WRE03200123. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade the position regarding Serbia, North Macedonia, Montenegro, Albania and Moldova 
joining the EU; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23280/19]

11/06/2019WRE03300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
European Commission published its Annual Enlargement Package and country reports on 29 
May. These are currently being examined in depth, in preparation for a discussion on enlarge-
ment at the General Affairs Council on 18 June..

Serbia and Montenegro are both candidate countries that are currently negotiating their ac-
cession to the Union. The Commission notes that both countries have made progress, but need 
to act with greater determination, particularly in the area of rule of law. Serbia should make 
efforts towards greater alignment with the Union’s foreign policy. 

On North Macedonia and Albania, the Commission has once again recommended opening 
accession negotiations this year. North Macedonia has made significant progress in key reform 
areas, and the Prespa Agreement  between it and Greece is an example to the region. Albania 
has continued to make good progress, particularly in the implementation of significant reforms 
to the justice sector, although the polarised political environment there is a cause for concern. 
As a strong supporter of enlargement, Ireland welcomes the conclusions of the Commission and 
will support opening negotiations with both Albania and North Macedonia this year. 

Moldova is not currently a candidate for accession to the EU, however it is a participant in 
the EU’s European Neighbourhood Policy, and has aspirations to one day become a candidate 
country. We are supportive of the aspirations of the countries in the European Neighbourhood, 
provided they are able to meet the criteria to become candidate countries. 

11/06/2019WRE03400Consular Services

11/06/2019WRE03500124. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he can assist an Irish person living in China (details supplied). [23564/19]

11/06/2019WRE03600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
aware of this ongoing consular case.

While I understand this must be a very difficult situation for the citizen, neither the Embassy 
nor the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade can interfere with the judicial and legal pro-
cesses in another country, including on visa and immigration matters.

I can confirm that the citizen in question is in direct contact with the Embassy in Beijing 
which continues to provide appropriate advice and support.  

11/06/2019WRE03700Syrian Conflict

11/06/2019WRE03800125. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if his attention has been drawn to the recent urgent plea made by medics and an organi-
sation (details supplied) regarding massacres in north-west Syria by constant air attacks; the 
efforts being made to reduce deaths in remaining conflict zones; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23596/19]

11/06/2019WRE03900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I re-
main deeply concerned about the plight of the Syrian people, and I am particularly concerned 
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by the worsening humanitarian situation in the north-west of the country. The latest violence 
there has resulted in the deaths of hundreds of civilians, and displaced over 270,000 people last 
month, bringing the total number of displaced to over 300,000 since April. I am aware of the 
very alarming reports from medical professionals and other humanitarian organisations - in-
cluding the organisation referred to by the Deputy - in relation to the situation there. I condemn 
in particular the airstrikes that are reported to have targeted medical facilities and schools, in 
contravention of international humanitarian law. Ireland will continue to call on all parties to 
uphold their ceasefire commitments, and cease military activities in the Idlib region. We will 
also continue to urge those with influence on the Syrian regime to exert pressure to ensure that 
civilians are protected, and to encourage the Syrian Government to engage fully with the UN-
led peace process. 

This upsurge in violence has also had a serious impact on critical civilian infrastructure, in-
cluding hospitals and schools, and the ability of humanitarian actors to carry out their activities 
has been severely compromised. I urge all actors to abide by UN deconfliction mechanisms to 
prevent further casualties and destruction, and to guarantee unrestricted access and safe chan-
nels for humanitarian assistance to reach those most in need.  

Ireland and the EU firmly believe that eight years of war have shown that military action 
cannot bring lasting peace to Syria. Only a holistic and comprehensive political process can 
bring about a lasting end to the conflict. Ireland fully supports the UN-led efforts to bring about 
a political resolution to the conflict, in accordance with the 2012 Geneva Communiqué and UN 
Security Council Resolution 2254.  The EU provides direct assistance to the Geneva peace talks 
and has launched, in coordination with the UN, an initiative to develop political dialogue with 
key actors from the region to identify common ground. 

Ireland is a strong and consistent donor to the Syria crisis response, and our funding sup-
ports those in most need inside Syria as well as Syrian refugees and vulnerable host communi-
ties in the region. In March 2019, Ireland pledged a further €25m contribution to Syria and the 
region this year, bringing the total amount of humanitarian assistance committed to the Syria 
crisis to over €143 million since 2012 – our largest ever response to any single crisis. Our 2019 
funding includes a contribution of €2.5 million to the United Nation’s Turkey Humanitarian 
Fund for the Syria Response (THF), which is supporting the emergency cross-border response 
to the current humanitarian situation in northwest Syria. 

Ireland will continue to follow the situation closely, and engage with the UN and other part-
ners operating in the region as the situation unfolds.  

11/06/2019WRE04000Northern Ireland

11/06/2019WRE04100126. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the position in respect of the talks with the political parties in Northern Ireland and the UK 
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland regarding the need to have the Northern Ireland As-
sembly and Executive restored at an early date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23634/19]

11/06/2019WRE04200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
absence of vital institutions of the Good Friday Agreement is of grave concern for the Govern-
ment, as it is for the British Government. 

On 26 April, the Taoiseach and Prime Minister May announced a new phase of political 
talks in Northern Ireland, involving the five main parties, together with the British and Irish 
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Governments. The Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Karen Bradley, and I convened these 
talks in Belfast on 7 May.

There has been constructive engagement in the process and it is clear that the parties want 
to see the institutions of the Agreement operating again on a sustainable basis. There has been 
broad consensus on some issues, but also key issues are still to be resolved.

I and the Secretary of State believe that there is a genuine but narrow window of opportu-
nity to reach agreement in the period immediately ahead and that it is essential to continue and 
intensify talks to this end.

In their joint statement on 2 June, the Taoiseach and Prime Minister welcomed the construc-
tive engagement in the process and underlined that it is imperative that the parties now move 
without delay to engaging substantively on the shape of a final agreement.

Accordingly, the two Governments supported an intensification of the talks last week and 
there was engagement on outstanding issues by the leaders of the five political parties. Secre-
tary of State Bradley and I are intensively engaged on behalf the two Governments in the talks 
at Stormont again this week, to encourage the party leaders to move towards a final agreement.

Ultimately, it will be for the parties to rise to the challenge of finding an agreement. This 
will be difficult, but the two Governments believe that this can, and must, be achieved to get 
the devolved, power-sharing Assembly and Executive and the North South Ministerial Council 
functioning again. 

The Government will continue to do everything in its power, in accordance with its respon-
sibilities as a co-guarantor of the Good Friday Agreement, to secure the effective operation of 
all of its institutions.

11/06/2019WRE04300Ministerial Meetings

11/06/2019WRE04400127. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his plans to have a bilateral meeting with the UN Secretary General. [24014/19]

11/06/2019WRE04500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland 
strongly supports the United Nations and the vital role it plays in the multilateral system.  The 
role of the Secretary-General is crucial to the effective functioning of the UN and, in this re-
spect, Ireland strongly backs the leadership of Mr. António Guterres and the reforms which he 
is overseeing.  

I have met bilaterally in the past with Secretary-General Guterres, and I very much hope 
to do so again in the future. The General Debate, which will be held at UNHQ in September, 
should provide an opportunity for the Irish delegation to meet with Mr. Guterres, and we will 
be seeking to meet with him at that point.

Given the priority that Ireland attaches to the UN, I believe it is important to meet with se-
nior officials from across the Organisation whenever possible, both to hear from them on their 
areas of work and to convey Ireland’s perspective on issues of significance to us.  In this regard, 
I held bilateral meetings earlier this year at the UN in Geneva with the High Commissioner 
for Human Rights, Ms. Michelle Bachelet, and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Mr. 
Filippo Grandi.
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11/06/2019WRF00200Passport Services

11/06/2019WRF00300128. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the target and actual turnaround time across all passports services; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24070/19]

11/06/2019WRF00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): All re-
newal applications are currently being processed within target turnaround times. In fact a large 
proportion of applications submitted through the Online Passport Renewal Service are currently 
being processed in timeframes shorter than the target turnaround time of 10 working days. The 
following table summarises the turnaround times for the Passport Service’s main application 
channels. Turnaround times for individual Missions outside Ireland and the UK are omitted as 
these will vary for each individual Mission and are dependent on local postal services.

Type of passport application Target turnaround time Actual turnaround time
Online Passport Renewal 
Service   

 10 working days  10 working days 

An Post Passport Express 
renewal application

 15 working days  15 working days 

An Post Passport Express 
first time application & ap-
plication to replace lost/sto-
len/damaged passport

 20 working days  21 working days 

Northern Ireland Passport 
Express renewal applications 

 15 working days  15 working days 

Northern Ireland Passport 
Express first time applica-
tion & application to replace 
lost/stolen/damaged passport

 25 working days  29 working days 

London Passport Office 
renewal application

 20 working days  15 working days 

London Passport Office first 
time application & applica-
tion to replace lost/stolen/
damaged passport

 30 working days  73 working days 

11/06/2019WRF00500Foreign Conflicts

11/06/2019WRF00600129. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of the situation in Sudan; the EU position on same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24071/19]

11/06/2019WRF00700Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The recent political events and violence against protestors in Sudan follows over six 
months of demonstrations, triggered initially by spiralling costs of living. 

On 11 April, it was announced that President Omar al-Bashir had been removed from power 
and that a Transitional Military Council had assumed control in Sudan.  The Transitional Mili-
tary Council announced its intention to govern for a two-year period after which there would 
be Presidential elections: in the meantime, Sudan’s Constitution was suspended, Parliament 
dissolved, and a three-month state of emergency was declared.
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Demonstrators, while welcoming the removal of President al-Bashir, continued to demand 
a return to Constitutional and civilian-led Government.  On 15 May, following extensive nego-
tiations, an agreement in principle was announced for a three-year transition period. However, 
final agreement regarding a civilian majority on a proposed 11-member Supreme Council was 
opposed by the Transitional Military Council, and negotiations stalled.   

Shortly after dawn on 3 June, heavily armed security forces surrounded demonstrators and 
shot indiscriminately with live bullets and teargas. The official death toll is thought to consider-
ably underestimate actual numbers killed.  The Transitional Military Council later stated that 
the raid targeted criminals amongst the demonstrators, a claim refuted by the Declaration of 
Freedom and Change, a broad coalition of opposition parties and the major force behind the 
protests. 

The Transitional Military Council announced that it was cancelling all agreements with 
the Declaration of Freedom and Change, saying it would move ahead with elections to be held 
within nine months. Demonstrators demand a longer period to guarantee fair elections.

On 3 June, EU High Representative Mogherini issued a statement declaring that there can 
be no justification for the use of force to disperse peaceful protests, and that the Transitional 
Military Council is accountable for security and rule of law in the country, with a responsibility 
to act with restraint. The  Tánaiste has endorsed this statement and has also strongly condemned 
the use of violence and excessive force against protestors.  

On 6 June, the African Union decided with immediate effect to suspend Sudan from partici-
pation in all African Union activities until the effective establishment of a civilian-led transi-
tional authority.  This followed sustained, but ultimately unsuccessful, engagement with Sudan 
in the weeks since the Transitional Military Council seized control, to encourage them to restore 
constitutional order.  

My officials continue to actively monitor developments in Sudan, through the Embassy of 
Ireland in Nairobi, which has responsibility for Sudan, and through the European Union del-
egation in Khartoum.  Ireland continues to respond to on-going humanitarian needs in Sudan 
through the provision of humanitarian funding, with almost €29 million provided through our 
UN, NGO and Red Cross partners since 2012.

11/06/2019WRF00800Visa Agreements

11/06/2019WRF00900130. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the efforts being made to secure surplus E3 visas for Ireland; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24072/19]

11/06/2019WRF01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Taoiseach and I have prioritised the issue of Irish immigration to the US since taking office. We 
will continue our efforts in this regard until we secure progress – both in terms of future legal 
immigration opportunities for Irish citizens, and also in securing a pathway for those Irish who 
are undocumented in order to regularise their status.  Special Envoy to the US Congress on the 
Undocumented, John Deasy T.D., has also worked closely on these issues with my Department.   

I visited the US in early February, for a series of engagements with the US Administration 
and Congressional leaders.  I raised immigration issues in these meetings, as I have done in all 
my interactions with the US Administration and US political leaders since taking office.  The 
Taoiseach also discussed the issue in his engagements over the St Patrick’s Day period.  In 
April, I was delighted to host events to mark the visit of the Speaker of the US House of Repre-
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sentatives, Nancy Pelosi. The Speaker and accompanying Congressional delegation were fully 
briefed on Irish interests, including immigration issues. 

I was pleased to note that an E3 Bill, which if passed, would offer new opportunities for 
Irish citizens to live and work in the US, was subsequently reintroduced into the US Congress.  
Much work still needs to be done for this Bill to become a reality, and we are under no illusions 
as to the challenging path ahead.   

Special Envoy Deasy was in Washington D.C. in mid-May in connection with the Bill, and 
was supported in his work by the Americas Unit of my Department, and Ireland’s Embassy in 
Washington, DC.   

Given its importance, the Taoiseach also raised the Bill with President Trump when he vis-
ited last week, and the President commented positively, indicating his support.  Our Embassy in 
Washington, D.C. continues its extensive outreach in support of the Bill, working with a range 
of members of the US House of Representatives and the Senate, from both sides of the aisle.  

11/06/2019WRF01100Diplomatic Representation

11/06/2019WRF01200131. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his plans to refurbish the embassy in Australia; when such works will commence; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24094/19]

11/06/2019WRF01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Embassy of Ireland to the Commonwealth of Australia is located in Canberra. The property is 
state-owned and located on lands leased from the Government of the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia. There are currently no plans to refurbish the Embassy.

11/06/2019WRF01400Official Engagements

11/06/2019WRF01500132. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the details of the briefing supplied to the special envoy to the United States of America before 
he attended the dinner and-or a meeting with President Trump; the issues it included; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24102/19]

11/06/2019WRF01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): While 
no formal briefing was provided to Deputy Deasy by my Department in advance of his engage-
ments last week, I and my officials are in ongoing, frequent contact with the Deputy in the rela-
tion to his work as Special Envoy to the US Congress on the Undocumented.   

Deputy Deasy travelled to Washington, D.C. in mid-May in the context of developments on 
the Irish E3 Visa Bill which is currently before the US Congress. He was supported in his visit 
by the Americas Unit of my Department, as well as our Embassy in Washington, D.C. - as he 
has been on all previous visits to the US.   

I and my Department will continue to work closely with Deputy Deasy on US immigration 
matters in the coming months.

11/06/2019WRF01700Official Engagements
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11/06/2019WRF01800133. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he was invited to attend the dinner in Doonbeg, County Clare, with President Trump; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24103/19]

11/06/2019WRF01900134. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he met with President Trump in Shannon Airport; if he was invited to attend the arrival of 
President Trump in Shannon Airport or other events during the stay of the president; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24104/19]

11/06/2019WRF02000135. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he or his officials received a briefing from the Ambassador to the United States of America 
following his attendance at the dinner with President Trump at Doonbeg, County Clare; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24105/19]

11/06/2019WRF02100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 133 to 135, inclusive, together.

The visit of President Trump to Ireland involved a limited official programme. President 
Tump and First Lady Melania Trump were greeted at Shannon Airport by the Taoiseach, ac-
companied by Minister Josepha Madigan and Minister of State Pat Breen. The Taoiseach then 
held a useful bilateral meeting with the US President , during which they discussed issues of 
mutual concern, including Brexit; the Irish E3 visa Bill currently before the US Congress; eco-
nomic; and international issues.   

The US President’s official programme coincided with my visit to Belfast in support of the 
ongoing all-party talks, aimed at restoring devolved Government and power sharing.  The Gov-
ernment’s hopes for these talks were raised in the context of the US Presidential visit, and I wel-
come continued strong US support for peace, prosperity and reconciliation in Northern Ireland.   

Finally, to confirm, that like all members of Government, I receive ongoing updates and 
briefing from senior officials in my Department on all policy areas, which naturally includes 
significant engagements with key partners. 

11/06/2019WRF02400Passport Applications

11/06/2019WRF02500136. Deputy James Browne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the position regarding a passport application by a person (details supplied); if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that an affidavit in respect of the application has already been submitted; 
if his attention has been further drawn to the fact that the affidavit was signed by a notary pub-
lic; if there are commissioners for oaths in the United States of America; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [24195/19]

11/06/2019WRF02600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
advised by the Passport Service that the application referred to has been reviewed and that the 
application has now been approved.

The applicant’s guardian has been contacted and advised regarding the status of the applica-
tion and of dispatch arrangements for the passport. 

With regard to your queries in relation to affidavits, the Passport Service requires the sub-
mission of affidavits in certain circumstances, including in relation to guardianship matters. 
The Passport Service requires that such affidavits are witnessed by a person authorised by law 
to administer oaths in the country in which the applicant resides. Where applicants are resident 
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in the United States of America, the Passport Service can accept affidavits witnessed by notary 
publics in limited circumstances.

11/06/2019WRF02700EU Bodies

11/06/2019WRF02800137. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has spoken to his officials in Dublin or Brussels regarding the future vacancies at 
head of the Commission or at Council level. [23899/19]

11/06/2019WRF02900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): After 
the European Parliament elections, the Heads of State and Government met on 28 May to dis-
cuss the outcome of the elections and procedures for the nominations to the high level appoint-
ments to the European institutions that fall to be made in the period ahead.

At that meeting, EU leaders mandated President Tusk to start consultations with EU Mem-
bers States and the Parliament ahead of the June European Council meeting which takes place 
on 20 and 21 June and which will consider further the possible nominations.

We have been clear in our position that these high-level appointments should reflect geo-
graphical balance as well as demography. It is important that both large and smaller countries 
are represented in the highest positions in the EU.  In the spirit of the Treaties, gender as well 
as political balance, should also be taken into account.

11/06/2019WRF03000Carbon Tax Yield

11/06/2019WRF03100138. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Finance if the proceeds of the carbon 
tax are used for a particular purpose or fund or if they contribute to the general taxation fund. 
[23527/19]

11/06/2019WRF03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Revenue raised from carbon tax is 
remitted to the Exchequer and therefore used to fund public services, including measures to 
address energy poverty such as the National Fuel Allowance Scheme and the Better Energy 
Warmer Homes Schemes.  

To date carbon tax revenues have not been hypothecated for any exclusive purpose. Hy-
pothecation in general is not a feature of the Irish tax system as it reduces the flexibility of 
the Government to prioritise and allocate funds as necessary at a particular time, constraining 
expenditure decisions and potentially distorting the allocation of resources, which can result in 
reduced value for money and sub-optimal outcomes. 

However, in line with the recommendation of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Climate 
Action, my Department has launched a public consultation on the options for the use of rev-
enues raised from increases in the Carbon Tax, including hypothecation options. The consul-
tation is open for submissions until 28th June and is accessible at the following link: https://
assets.gov.ie/9384/b078dbb6c7614c748b897ba01b481532.pdf  

The feedback received from this consultation will help to inform future Carbon Tax policy 
options.

11/06/2019WRF03300Tax Credits
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11/06/2019WRF03400139. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if there will be an increase 
in tax credits for civil servants; if the case of a person (details supplied) will be addressed in this 
regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23600/19]

11/06/2019WRF03500140. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if there will be an increase 
in tax credits for civil servants; if the case of a person (details supplied) will be addressed; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [23604/19]

11/06/2019WRF03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 139 
and 140 together.

In the last number of Budgets, the Government has been introducing targeted changes to the 
income tax system within available resources to make steady and sustainable progress in reduc-
ing the income tax burden, focusing on low and middle income earners.  This has been done by 
making targeted changes to the Universal Social Charge and also by increasing the entry point 
to the higher rate of income tax. All those in receipt of taxable income, including former civil 
servants, have benefited from these changes.

Regarding tax credits, the Earned Income Tax Credit for self-employed persons and the 
Home Carer Tax Credit have also been increased in the last number of Budgets. Depending on 
their circumstances, former civil servants may have benefited from these increases.

It is the Government’s position that earners start to pay the marginal rate of income tax at 
too low a level and we are committed to reducing excessive tax rates for low and middle income 
earners while also keeping the tax base broad. It is expected that continued progress in this area 
will also be made in the context of limited resources available in Budget 2020, balanced against 
all of the competing demands.

11/06/2019WRF03800Help-To-Buy Scheme Data

11/06/2019WRF03900141. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Finance the number of applicants who 
availed of the help to buy scheme in counties Sligo, Leitrim, Donegal and Roscommon; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24113/19]

11/06/2019WRF04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that geo-
graphical data in relation the Help to Buy (HTB)  is categorised by the county of location of the 
relevant property rather than the county of residence of the claimant prior to the purchase. To 
the start of May 2019, the following claims were made in relation properties located in the 
counties the Deputy refers to:

County Start May 19
Donegal 128
Leitrim 33
Roscommon 84
Sligo 92
I am further advised by Revenue that the number of HTB claims, broken down by county, 

can be found on page 6 of the HTB report on Revenue’s website at link: https://www.revenue.
ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/tax-expenditures/htb/htb-monthly.aspx  .

11/06/2019WRF04100VAT Exemptions



Questions - Written Answers

50

11/06/2019WRF04200142. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Finance the measures taken by the Rev-
enue Commissioners to publicise the change in VAT arrangements introduced in the Finance 
Act 2012 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23199/19]

11/06/2019WRF04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The background to this issue is that up 
to 31 December 2011, admissions to open farms and built and natural heritage facilities were 
treated as a short-term letting of an immovable good and were therefore exempt from VAT. 
Following a number of CJEU cases, Revenue issued a notice in mid-2011 that such admissions 
could no longer be treated as exempt and would be liable to VAT at the standard rate. On the fol-
lowing Budget night, my predecessor, Minister Noonan announced that he was going to make 
a change in the VAT treatment of admission fees and in Finance Act 2012, the second reduced 
rate (9%) was extended to open farms and built and natural heritage facilities.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that further to the notice issued in 2011 and 
Finance Act 2012, this change in the VAT treatment was publicised in the following ways:

- Finance Act 2012 Notes for Guidance for VAT, 

- Revenue Tax Briefing (No. 1 of 2012), 

- VAT leaflet on the VAT treatment of Entrance fees to Historic Houses and Gardens and 
certain other admissions to, and rights over, property, and

- The VAT rates database available on Revenue’s website.

I am further advised that the 2012 Notes for Guidance and the 2012 Tax Briefing remain 
available in the Historic Material section of Revenue’s website and the current guidance for 
these services is set out in the VAT rates database.

Since 1 January 2019, these services are liable to the reduced rate (13.5%) as is the case with 
similar tourism related services.

11/06/2019WRF04400State Pension (Contributory)

11/06/2019WRF04500143. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Finance if clarification will be provided 
on a matter in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23239/19]

11/06/2019WRF04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The question of entitlement to a State 
Contributory Pension, including the amount to be paid, is a matter for my colleague the Minis-
ter for Employment Affairs and Social Protection and Revenue has no role to play in this regard.

However, Revenue does provide the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection (DEASP) with PRSI related information in respect of individual taxpayers, including 
self-employed persons. The information is routinely transferred to DEASP via electronic data 
transfer and includes details of the amount of PRSI due, the amount paid, whether any amount 
is uncollected and whether any liability is the subject of an appeal to the independent Tax Ap-
peals Commission (TAC). Where a taxpayer requests an appeal from the TAC, all collection is 
suspended by Revenue until the amount in question is determined by the TAC as being properly 
due.   

The person in question was assessed by Revenue for additional tax liability, including PRSI, 
for the years quoted by the Deputy. He subsequently appealed Revenue’s decision to the TAC 
but the issue has not yet been determined. The details of the amounts involved in the appeal were 
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provided by Revenue to the Department of Employment Affairs & Social Protection (DEASP) 
in the normal manner without any instruction that tax was owed.  

Revenue has advised me that it understands that DEASP is currently reviewing the person’s 
pension entitlements and will engage directly with him as part of that process.

11/06/2019WRG00200Excise Duties Yield

11/06/2019WRG00300144. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Finance the fiscal monitor for excise 
duty receipts for April 2019, by category in tabular form; the increase or decrease of each cat-
egory from April 2018 to April 2019, inclusive, in respect of same; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23255/19]

11/06/2019WRG00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): A breakdown by category of Excise 
Exchequer Receipts, as shown in the fiscal monitor, is not available. However, I am advised by 
Revenue that the following table sets out the net duty receipts in respect of commodities liable 
to Excise for the months of April 2018 and April 2019, together with the increase or decrease.

- April April Change
- 2018 2019
- €m €m €m
Beer 41.76 35.72 -6.04
Spirits 33.86 28.20 -5.66
Wine 30.51 25.20 -5.31
Cider 4.68 4.75 0.07
Tobacco 4.68 94.62 89.94
Light Oils 47.76 47.50 -0.26
Other Oils 127.37 133.71 6.34
Carbon 44.87 36.81 -8.06
VRT 74.83 80.90 6.07
Betting 11.73 20.52 8.79
Licences 1.07 0.42 -0.65
Sugar Tax - 2.51 -
Total 423.12 510.86 87.74

11/06/2019WRG00500Excise Duties Yield

11/06/2019WRG00600145. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Finance the amount of excise duty 
received on alcohol in the first quarter of 2018 and 2019, respectively. [23306/19]

11/06/2019WRG00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the 
amounts of Excise Duty received on Beer, Spirits, Wine and Cider in the first quarters of 2019 
and 2018 are published on the Revenue website at the following link:

https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/excise/receipts-
volume-and-price/quarterly-update.aspx.

11/06/2019WRG00800Mortgage Repayments
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11/06/2019WRG00900146. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if payments made by direct 
debit to new owners require a written mandate from the borrower authorising such direct deb-
its with regard to the transfer of mortgages; if this permission has been sought in all cases; his 
views on whether banks are correct to release payments from the account of a borrower without 
such permission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23309/19]

11/06/2019WRG01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In relation to the first part of the Dep-
uty’s question, that whether, on the transfer of a mortgage, payments by direct debit to a new 
loan owner (payee) requires a written mandate from the borrower (payer) authorising the direct 
debits from its bank (payer’s bank), I am advised by the Central Bank of Ireland that Payment 
Service Providers (PSPs) are required to comply with the European Union (Payment Services) 
Regulations 2018 (PSR). 

Chapter 2 of Part 4 of the PSR sets out the rights and obligations in relation to the provision 
and use of payment services, including with regard to the consent and withdrawal of consent to 
execute payment transactions. 

Regulation 88(1) PSR states that:

“a payment transaction is authorised by a payer only where the payer has given consent to 
execute the payment transaction.” 

 Regulation 88(7) PSR states:

“the procedure for giving consent shall be agreed between the payer and the payment ser-
vice provider concerned.”

With regard to direct debit payments, the procedure for giving consent is by way of a man-
date under the SEPA Regulation.*  Pursuant to the SEPA Regulation, a ‘mandate’ constitutes 
the expression of consent and authorisation given by the payer to the payee and (directly or 
indirectly via the payee) to the payer’s PSP to allow the payee to initiate a collection for debit-
ing the payer’s specified payment account and to allow the payer’s PSP to comply with such 
instructions

Article 5 of the SEPA Regulation sets out the requirements for direct debit transactions.  It 
requires that the payee’s PSP must ensure that:

“the payer gives consent both to the payee and to the payer’s PSP (directly or indirectly via 
the payee), the mandates together with later modifications or cancellation, are stored by the 
payee or by a third party on behalf of the payee and the payee is informed of this obligation by 
the PSP…”

Therefore, if a new loan owner or credit servicing firm (as payee) intends to commence col-
lecting direct debit payments directly from a borrower’s payment account, it will need a SEPA 
Direct Debit Mandate authorising it to send instructions to the borrower’s bank (PSP) to collect 
direct debit payments from the borrower’s bank.

If there is no change in the payee for the purposes of the Direct Debit Mandate (e.g. if the 
original lender or existing credit servicing firm continues to collect the direct debit payments 
when a loan is transferred), a new SEPA Direct Debit Mandate would not be required.

Whether banks are correct to release payment from the account of a borrower without such 
permission is irrelevant as a PSP cannot release direct debit payments from a payer’s payment 
account without a signed Direct Debit Mandate in favour of the relevant payee (whether that is 
the original lender, a new loan owner or a credit servicing firm).
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*Regulation (EU) No 260/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 March 
2012 establishing technical and business requirements for credit transfers and direct debits in 
euro and amending Regulation (EC) No 924/2009

11/06/2019WRG01100Tracker Mortgages

11/06/2019WRG01200147. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if a bank (details supplied) 
will contact all customers with similar cases immediately and provide similar additional com-
pensation or redress further to a media report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23342/19]

11/06/2019WRG01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Permanent TSB has provided the fol-
lowing comments in response to the Deputy’s question:

“This case was settled out of court by agreement between both parties and the specific terms 
of the settlement are covered by a confidentiality agreement agreed between the parties.

“Nevertheless PTSB has confirmed that its approach in this case did not involve a change 
to any of the underlying principles with which it has approached its Tracker Mortgage Redress 
Programmes – in particular, in respect of the appropriate rate issue, which remains as previ-
ously articulated.  The bank further confirms that where it is agreeing settlements of individual 
legal actions, such settlements are intended to be fair and equitable, and to reflect the particular 
circumstances of the individual case and, in particular, any new information which comes to the 
bank’s attention through the case.  Each case is dealt with on an individual basis.

“An inherent part of the redress and compensation scheme implemented by banks is that 
impacted customers offered redress and compensation have a right to appeal.  Some customers 
chose to appeal through the dedicated appeals panels set up for the Tracker Mortgage Redress 
Programmes, while other chose to appeal through the FSPO or through a legal process.  This is 
the customer’s choice.

“Such appeals do not represent a new cohort of customers or new issues.”.

11/06/2019WRG01400Tax Exemptions

11/06/2019WRG01500148. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered introduc-
ing an exemption for import tax for tools brought into the country by workers returning here to 
work; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23447/19]

11/06/2019WRG01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that Customs 
is an EU competence and that the legislation governing reliefs from customs duty is set out in 
Council Regulation (EC) No 1186/2009 (the Regulation) and Council Directive 2009/132/EC 
(the Directive).  The Regulation is binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all member 
States of the European Union including Ireland.  As a result, it is not possible for me to intro-
duce an exemption from import duties as proposed by the Deputy.

Revenue advise me that there are reliefs in relation to import duty under the Regulation 
when transferring business activities or residence from a third country. Relief from import 
duties and VAT is available under the Regulation for the import of capital goods and other 
equipment on the transfer of business activities, subject to certain restrictions and conditions. 
These are set out in Articles 28 to 34 of the Regulation and Articles 25 to 29 of the Directive. 
To qualify for the relief, it is necessary to show that the business has transferred from the third 
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country to the State. This could include providing

- Documents to demonstrate that the business has ceased activity in the third country e.g. 
documents regarding the sale of the business premises in the third country.

- Documents to demonstrate that a new business is being established in the State e.g. docu-
ments relating to the purchase, rental or construction of a business premises in the State.

- Relief is limited to capital goods and other equipment which:

- Have been used for a period of 12 months before their transfer

- Are intended to be used for the same purposes after the transfer

- Are appropriate to the nature and size of the new business.

Full details in relation to Transfer of Business reliefs are available on the Revenue website.

A person who supplies taxable services is obliged to register and charge Irish VAT if his 
turnover exceeds, or is likely to exceed, €37,500 in any continuous period of 12 months. Where 
the supply is of goods, the threshold is €75,000; where a person supplies both goods and ser-
vices the registration threshold is the services threshold that is €37,500, unless 90 per cent or 
more of the turnover of the business is derived from the supply of goods.

11/06/2019WRG01700Tax Code

11/06/2019WRG01800149. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status of the implemen-
tation of the options set out in the report of the working group on the tax and fiscal treatment of 
rental accommodation providers dated September 2017; his views on the implementation of the 
remaining options; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23450/19]

11/06/2019WRG01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Report of the Working Group on 
the Tax and Fiscal Treatment of Landlords was submitted to me for consideration in September 
2017, in advance of its publication on Budget Day, 10 October 2017. The report put forward 
options for further consideration, rather than recommendations, and any further consideration 
would require the participation of several Departments and organisations, including my own 
Department. The ten options are split into short, medium and long-term options. Five potential 
short-term options were identified as measures which could potentially be implemented within 
18 months, i.e. within Budgets 2018 and 2019.

One short-term option was to increase the mortgage interest deduction available to land-
lords.  In this context, it should be noted that in Budget 2017, a phased unwinding of the restric-
tion on interest deductibility over five years for all residential landlords was initiated. The sec-
ond step, an increase from 80% to 85% deductibility, took effect from 1 January 2018.  Budget 
2019 accelerated progress in this area and, from 1 January 2019, the restoration of full mortgage 
interest deductibility for landlords of residential property has been in place. 

A further option was to consider introducing Local Property Tax (LPT) deductibility for 
landlords. Earlier this year, the report of the interdepartmental review of LPT noted that LPT 
is a relatively small expense and therefore is unlikely to make a significant difference to the 
position of any individual landlord in cash terms and so may not be regarded by landlords as a 
sufficient measure to encourage them to stay in or enter the rental market. The report also found 
that the measure would also have a deadweight cost in respect of landlords who do not intend 
to leave the rental market and would create a more favourable position for landlords of property 
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compared to owner-occupiers, as owner-occupiers cannot claim a tax deduction for LPT. 

In Budget 2018 I introduced another of the short-term options, deductibility for pre-letting 
expenditure for previously vacant properties. This measure applies to residential premises which 
have been vacant for at least 12 months and which are then let after the date of the passing of 
the Finance Act 2017, i.e. after 25 December 2017. The expenditure is allowed as a deduction 
against rental income from that premises. It applies to expenses that would be allowable if they 
had been incurred while the property was let, such as the cost of repairs, insurance, maintenance 
and management of the property.  Certain limitations are in place regarding this measure, for 
example the expenditure must have been incurred in the 12 months before the premises is let 
as a residential premises.  The total deduction allowed is capped at €5,000 per vacant premises 
and the deduction will be clawed-back if the property ceases to be let as a residential premises 
within four years of the first letting. I prioritised this option as it was specifically designed to 
encourage an overall increase in housing supply by bringing currently vacant property back into 
residential use.

The final short-term option was to improve the collection and sharing of data on the rental 
accommodation sector.  A significant issue that hampered the progress of the Working Group 
was a lack of robust data on various elements of the housing market, due to the differing met-
rics used by the various agencies. The Housing Analytics Group, chaired by the Department 
of Housing, Planning and Local Government, is currently active and a number of Departments 
and agencies are involved in its work, including the Residential Tenancies Board, the Central 
Statistics Office (CSO), Revenue and the Department of Finance. 

Five of the options put forward in the report were medium-term and long-term options. 
Medium-term options are measures which work with the current tax system but might take 
longer to develop and implement, and as such would require a longer lead-in period. The long-
term options look at the potential for more fundamental changes to the tax system, and so would 
require significantly greater resource commitments to progress.  Consideration of these options 
will continue within the relevant time frames.

As the Deputy will be aware, taxation is only one of the policy levers available to the Gov-
ernment through which to boost rental and overall housing supply and that, in line with the Tax 
Expenditure Guidelines, consideration of whether a tax measure is the most appropriate policy 
tool for a given purpose would be required. Ireland’s past experience with tax incentives in the 
housing sector strongly suggests the need for a cautionary stance when considering intervention 
in the rental sector. There are many competing priorities which must be considered when decid-
ing which policy measures to introduce and the rental sector is just one of many other sectors 
that may require assistance and intervention.

11/06/2019WRG02000Tax Reliefs Availability

11/06/2019WRG02100150. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if the motor tax relief and toll 
free relief available under the disabilities tax relief scheme continue to apply for vehicles being 
used as taxis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23452/19]

11/06/2019WRG02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Following contact between my offi-
cials and the Deputy’s office I understand that the Deputy is referring to the motor tax and 
toll charges applicable to taxis which qualify under the Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle Grant 
Scheme. This scheme is operated by the National Transport Authority, under the aegis of the 
Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport.
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Accordingly, this is a matter for my colleague the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport.

For the avoidance of any doubt, the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Conces-
sions) Scheme does not apply to vehicles being used as taxis.

11/06/2019WRG02300Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

11/06/2019WRG02400151. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Finance the concessions and-or incen-
tives available to persons who wish to secure a motor vehicle which would accommodate their 
disabled partner who is invalided or suffering from dementia in order to accommodate that 
person’s travel to various appointments and so on; and if such concessions are available for the 
purchase of second-hand vehicles. [23470/19]

11/06/2019WRG02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I assume the Deputy is referring to the 
Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme which provides relief 
from VAT and VRT (up to a certain limit) on the purchase of an adapted car for transport of a 
person with specific severe and permanent physical disabilities, payment of a Fuel Grant, and 
an exemption from Motor Tax. 

To qualify for the Scheme an applicant must be in possession of a Primary Medical Certifi-
cate. To qualify for a Primary Medical Certificate, an applicant must satisfy one of the following 
conditions:

- be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both legs;

- be wholly without the use of one leg and almost wholly without the use of the other leg 
such that the applicant is severely restricted as to movement of the lower limbs;

- be without both hands or without both arms;

- be without one or both legs;

- be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both hands or arms and wholly or almost 
wholly without the use of one leg;

- have the medical condition of dwarfism and have serious difficulties of movement of the 
lower limbs.

The Scheme represents a significant tax expenditure. Between the Vehicle Registration Tax 
and VAT foregone, and the fuel grant, the scheme cost €65m in each of 2016 and 2017, rising 
to €70m in 2018. This figure does not include the revenue foregone in respect of the relief from 
Motor Tax provided to members of the Scheme.  

I understand and fully sympathise with any person who suffers from a serious physical dis-
ability and cannot access the scheme under the current criteria. However, given the scope and 
scale of the scheme, any possible changes to it can only be made after careful consideration, 
taking into account the existing and prospective cost of the scheme as well as the availability 
of other schemes which seek to help with the mobility of disabled persons, and the interaction 
between each of these schemes.  

Accordingly, I have no plans to amend the qualifying medical criteria for the Disabled Driv-
ers and Disabled Passengers Scheme at this time. 



11 June 2019

57

11/06/2019WRG02600Money Laundering

11/06/2019WRG02700152. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number and value of 
cases of completed investigations in the area of anti-money laundering in the past number of 
years; the current investigations under way; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23498/19]

11/06/2019WRG02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The principal piece of legislation in Ire-
land on anti-money laundering (AML) and the countering of the financing of terrorism (CFT) is 
the Criminal Justice (Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing) Act 2010 (as amended) (the 
CJA 2010). 

The Central Bank of Ireland (the Central Bank) is the competent authority in Ireland respon-
sible for the monitoring and supervision of financial and credit institutions’ compliance with 
their obligations under the CJA 2010, which includes having effective systems, controls and 
preventative measures in place to prevent and detect money laundering. 

The Central Bank is empowered to take measures that are reasonably necessary to ensure 
that such institutions comply with the provisions of the CJA 2010.  Details of all enforcement 
actions by the Central Bank, including actions related to breaches of the CJA2010 are published 
on its website (https://www.centralbank.ie/news-media/legal-notices/enforcement-actions) .

I have been advised by the Central Bank that it can only comment on concluded Enforce-
ment Actions under the Central Bank’s Administrative Sanctions Procedure, following inves-
tigations into breaches by credit and financial institutions of their obligations under the CJA 
2010. To date it has concluded 12 enforcement actions against credit and financial institutions 
in relation to breaches of the CJA 2010, imposing fines totaling €12,582,000.

It is important to note that the Central Bank does not investigate allegations of money laun-
dering or terrorist financing within the State; this is the responsibility of An Garda Síochána.   

Lastly, the Department of Justice and Equality (DJE) is the competent authority for a num-
ber of the other designated entities under the CJA and is responsible for the monitoring and su-
pervision of same for compliance with AML/CFT requirements. I understand that this question 
has also been received by DJE  for separate response.

11/06/2019WRG02900Vehicle Registration

11/06/2019WRG03000153. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that there is a hold up with the Revenue Commissioners assigning the VRT code to a car 
model (details supplied) and this delay has resulted in the delay of its launch here; the reason 
this has been allowed to happen; and his plans to ensure that any administrative hold up will be 
removed. [23499/19]

11/06/2019WRG03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that it has not 
yet received a declaration for the car model in question from the vehicle distributor and as such 
there is no delay in the process. 

The Deputy may wish to note that when a new model of vehicle is being launched onto the 
Irish market, the distributor is required to make an ‘Open Market Selling Price’ (OMSP) decla-
ration to Revenue. This declaration then becomes the basis of the charge to Vehicle Registration 
Tax (VRT) for that model.
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Once the declaration is received and agreed by Revenue, the statistical code for the model is 
activated on Revenue’s Online Service (ROS), which allows the distributor to register vehicles 
without any further contact with Revenue.

11/06/2019WRG03200Credit Union Regulation

11/06/2019WRG03300154. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if a matter relating to the 
rules governing credit unions will be examined (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23549/19]

11/06/2019WRG03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My role as Minister for Finance is to 
ensure that the legal framework for credit unions is appropriate for the effective operation and 
supervision of credit unions. 

Credit unions are regulated and supervised by the Registrar of Credit Unions at the Central 
Bank who is the independent regulator for credit unions.  Within his independent regulatory 
discretion, the Registrar acts to support the prudential soundness of individual credit unions, to 
maintain sector stability and to protect the savings of credit union members. 

I have been informed by the Central Bank that in the feedback statement to CP88 ‘Consulta-
tion on Regulations for Credit Unions on commencement of the remaining sections of the 2012 
Act’ it outlined that having considered the feedback received the Bank was of the view that an 
individual members savings limit of €100,000 is appropriate given the stage of development of 
the sector and the Central Bank’s mandate to ensure the protection of members’ funds by credit 
unions and safeguarding the stability of the sector.

The Credit Union Act 1997 (Regulatory Requirements) Regulations 2016 (the Regulations) 
came into effect on 1 January 2016.  These Regulations set out an individual member savings 
limit of €100,000. The Regulations introduced on 1 January 2016 also provided that credit 
unions could apply to the Central Bank to retain individual members’ savings in excess of 
€100,000, which were held at commencement of the Regulations and that credit unions with 
total assets in excess of €100 million can apply to the Central Bank for approval to increase 
individual member savings in excess of €100,000.

The Central Bank developed an application processes to facilitate credit unions in seeking 
the two types of approvals outlined above. As provided for in the Regulations, in order for ap-
proval to be granted an applicant credit union must have demonstrated that the granting of such 
approval is consistent with the adequate protection of the savings of members and effective and 
proportionate regulation having regard to the nature, scale and complexity of the credit union. 
The submission deadline for applications to retain savings in excess of €100,000 was 27 June 
2016. The application form to increase savings in excess of €100,000 does not have a submis-
sion deadline and will be accepted from individual credit unions with assets over €100 million 
on an ongoing basis.

In the feedback statement to CP88 the Central Bank also committed to undertaking a review 
of the continued appropriateness of the savings limit within three years of the introduction of 
the 2016 Regulations. The Central Bank envisages that it will commence such a review by year 
end 2019.  

The Deputy might also wish to note that in line with Programme for a Partnership Gov-
ernment commitments, the Department of Finance requested the Central Bank to review the 
continued appropriateness of the savings limits on Credit Union members, and additionally fol-
lowing engagement the Central Bank accepted Department of Finance observations regarding 
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simplification of the application process to retain Credit Union members’ savings in excess of 
€100,000.

11/06/2019WRG03500Tracker Mortgage Examination

11/06/2019WRG03600155. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the reason he has not inter-
vened to address an ongoing issue in a financial institution (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23572/19]

11/06/2019WRG03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, the indus-
try wide Tracker Mortgage Examination review is the largest most complex and most signifi-
cant supervisory review in the history of the Central Bank of Ireland in respect to its consumer 
protection mandate. It has revealed the unacceptable damage that misconduct can cause to 
consumers up to and including the loss of their homes and properties in some cases. To this end 
there has been €665 million of redress and compensation issued to customers at end February 
2019.

In order to deter financial misconduct and promote compliance and high standards in fi-
nancial services, the regulator’s overall strategy has been to take firm enforcement action. The 
record fine issued to PTSB recently illustrates this.

The Central Bank of Ireland has markedly changed its approach to banking supervision 
since the crisis. This new approach can be seen through, for example, the Central Bank Reform 
Act 2010, the Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Act 2013 and the European Single 
Supervisory Mechanism. To further support the work and power of the regulator, I am bringing 
forward the Central Bank (amendment) Bill which will introduce an advanced Senior Executive 
Accountability Regime (SEAR) which will, in tandem with new enhancements to the fitness 
and probity regime, help prevent something like the mortgage tracker issue happening again. 

I would remind the Deputy that as Minister for Finance there are strict rules around how I 
can intervene even in banks in which the State has a shareholding. The day to day operations of 
the banks are the sole responsibility of the boards and management teams and each bank must 
be run on an independent and commercial basis. The banks’ independence is protected by Rela-
tionship Frameworks which are legally binding documents that cannot be changed unilaterally. 
These frameworks, which are publicly available, were insisted upon by the European Commis-
sion to protect competition in the Irish market. 

However as indicated this Government has firmly supported the work of the Central Bank of 
Ireland. This group of customers (often referred to as the ‘prevailing rate group’) has, directly 
as a result of the Central Bank’s intervention, been included in the Tracker Mortgage Examina-
tion and has the benefit of the option to appeal or utilise any other options available to them 
(such as an appeal to the FSPO or independent legal action).  Speaking to the Joint Committee 
on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform and the Taoiseach on 26 March, Director General, 
Financial Conduct of the Central Bank, Derville Rowland confirmed that the Central Bank took 
the ‘strongest reasonable approach’ to the issue. It did not just look at the contract it also looked 
at the transparency requirements, the factors which pertained at the time the customers entered 
into the contract but could not challenge the interpretation of AIB further.

11/06/2019WRG03800Tracker Mortgages

11/06/2019WRG03900156. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he will request the Central 



Questions - Written Answers

60

Bank to explore the option of using the revenue from the recent tracker mortgage fines to estab-
lish a fund to support customers affected by the tracker mortgage scandal; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [23573/19]

11/06/2019WRG04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Since 2013, the Central Bank’s practice 
is to remit the value of all monetary penalties in full to the Exchequer and, thereby, ultimately to 
the citizens of the Irish State. The treatment of fines related to the Tracker Mortgage Examina-
tion will be remitted to the Exchequer in full in the same way. 

This practices arises from when, in 2012, the Central Bank consulted on the treatment of 
income resulting from monetary penalties, in its public consultation [CP61] “Consultation on 
Impact Based Levies and Other Levy Related Matters”. The consultation paper, submissions 
and feedback statement are available at the following link: https://www.centralbank.ie/publica-
tion/consultation-papers/consultation-paper-detail/cp61-consultation-on-impact-based-levies-
and-other-levy-related-matters 

Customers impacted by tracker morgtgage related failings are being provided with redress 
and compensation by their lenders. The latest information [1] is that a total of €665 million has 
so far been provided to those impacted customers (including €47 million for redress and com-
pensation to impacted costumers identified outside of the industry-wide examination).

97 per cent of identified and verified impacted customers (as at end December 2018) have 
now received offers of redress and compensation. Compensation levels are a matter in the first 
instance for the relevant mortgage lender and for the Central Bank (and if cases are taken to him 
the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman (FSPO) or ultimately the Courts).  However, 
it should be noted that the offer and payment of a sum by a bank for redress and compensation 
can be accepted by the borrower without prejudicing his or her right of appeal (either to the 
internal appeals framework as provided for in the tracker examination framework or ultimately 
to the FSPO and the Courts), and that the level of payment made upfront by a bank cannot be 
subsequently reduced in the Examination appeals process.

[1] As noted by the Central Bank Governor in his opening statement when he appeared 
before the Joint Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform, and Taoiseach on 26 
March 2019.

11/06/2019WRG04100VAT Payments

11/06/2019WRG04200157. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to an anomaly by which self-employed persons and businesses can avoid paying VAT on goods 
unrelated to their businesses purchased online from other jurisdictions (details supplied); if his 
attention has been further drawn to the impact this is having on retailers; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23597/19]

11/06/2019WRG04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by the Revenue Com-
missioners that under the VAT Consolidation Act, a person registered for Irish VAT who makes 
an intra-community acquisition of goods, such as bicycles, is required to self-account for Irish 
VAT on the reverse charge basis at the appropriate Irish VAT rate in their VAT returns. Where 
a person makes an intra-community acquisition of goods and does not use those goods for the 
purposes of their taxable business, they are not entitled to a deduction for the VAT that has been 
self-accounted for on the reverse charge basis.

Supplies made by a supplier in another EU Member State to an Irish VAT registered busi-
ness must be reported through the VIES reporting system to Revenue, which provides them 
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with information on goods sourced in this way by Irish VAT registered business and in respect 
of which they are obliged to self-account for Irish VAT.

Where a supplier in another EU Member State supplies goods to a person in Ireland who 
is not obliged to be registered for VAT, the goods are subject to Irish VAT where the value of 
sales to Irish customers by that trader exceeds the Irish distance-selling threshold of €35,000 
in a calendar year; otherwise the goods are liable to VAT in the Member State from which they 
are supplied.

Revenue monitors and reviews the quality of controls and the adequacy of the resources 
deployed to implement them on an ongoing basis, and is also focused on identifying and ad-
dressing potential risks associated with eCommerce imports from non-EU sources. In 2018, 
Revenue also established a dedicated VAT Compliance Branch to further promote and enforce 
compliance with Irish distance-selling requirements. A core objective of this Branch is the iden-
tification and VAT registration of online traders within the EU who exceed the Irish distance-
selling threshold.

I would encourage the Deputy to provide any further information he has on this matter to 
Revenue.

11/06/2019WRG04400VAT Rebates

11/06/2019WRG04500158. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Finance the amounts refunded to travel-
lers from countries outside of the EU under the retail export scheme in each of the years 2015 
to 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23621/19]

11/06/2019WRG04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Retail Export Scheme allows a 
tourist or traveller resident outside the European Union (EU) to claim a refund of the Value-
Added Tax (VAT) charged on goods purchased in the EU. The goods must be exported from the 
EU by the tourist or traveller within three months of purchase.

It is the retailer or VAT refund agent who makes the VAT refund to the tourist or traveller 
rather than Revenue. For this reason, the information requested by the Deputy is not available 
as the traders involved do not separately distinguish amounts related to the Scheme in their VAT 
returns.

11/06/2019WRG04700Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

11/06/2019WRG04800159. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Finance if a review will be ar-
ranged of the disabled drivers and passengers scheme criteria in view of the perceived rigidity 
of the scheme and the concerns that have been outlined by the Office of the Ombudsman; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [23627/19]

11/06/2019WRG04900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Disabled Drivers and Disabled 
Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme provides relief from VAT and VRT (up to a certain limit) 
on the purchase of an adapted car for transport of a person with specific severe and permanent 
physical disabilities, payment of a Fuel Grant, and an exemption from Motor Tax. 

To qualify for the Scheme an applicant must be in possession of a Primary Medical Certifi-
cate. To qualify for a Primary Medical Certificate, an applicant must satisfy one of the following 
conditions:
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- be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both legs;

- be wholly without the use of one leg and almost wholly without the use of the other leg 
such that the applicant is severely restricted as to movement of the lower limbs;

- be without both hands or without both arms;

- be without one or both legs;

- be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both hands or arms and wholly or almost 
wholly without the use of one leg;

- have the medical condition of dwarfism and have serious difficulties of movement of the 
lower limbs.

The Scheme represents a significant tax expenditure. Between the Vehicle Registration Tax 
and VAT foregone, and the fuel grant, the scheme cost €65m in each of 2016 and 2017, rising 
to €70m in 2018. This figure does not include the revenue foregone in respect of the relief from 
Motor Tax provided to members of the Scheme.  

I understand and fully sympathise with any person who suffers from a serious physical dis-
ability and can’t access the scheme under the current criteria. However, given the scope and 
scale of the scheme, any possible changes to it can only be made after careful consideration, 
taking into account the existing and prospective cost of the scheme as well as the availability 
of other schemes which seek to help with the mobility of disabled persons, and the interaction 
between each of these schemes.  

Accordingly, I have no plans to amend the qualifying medical criteria for the Disabled Driv-
ers and Disabled Passengers Scheme at this time. 

11/06/2019WRH00200Insurance Coverage

11/06/2019WRH00300160. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance his views on a matter (details 
supplied) regarding insurance cover for adventure centres; the solutions that can be found; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [23649/19]

11/06/2019WRH00400171. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance his views on a matter (details 
supplied) regarding insurance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23894/19]

11/06/2019WRH00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 160 
and 171 together.

At the outset, the Deputy should note that I am responsible for the development of the legal 
framework governing financial regulation.  Neither I, nor the Central Bank of Ireland, can in-
terfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products, as these matters are of a commercial 
nature, and are determined by insurance companies based on an assessment of the risks they 
are willing to accept.  This position is reinforced by the EU framework for insurance which 
expressly prohibits Member States from adopting rules which require insurance companies 
to obtain prior approval of the pricing or terms and conditions of insurance products.  Conse-
quently, I am not in a position to direct insurance companies as to the price or the level of cover 
to be provided to consumers or businesses.  The Deputy will appreciate that I, as Minister for 
Finance, cannot comment on individual cases mentioned in the details supplied relating to in-
surance matters.
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However, I acknowledge the problems faced by many small businesses and voluntary/com-
munity associations in relation to the cost and availability of insurance as well as the frustra-
tions that some may have with the pace of reform.  Unfortunately, there is no single policy or 
legislative “silver bullet” to immediately stem or reverse premium price rises.  This is because 
there are many constraints faced by the Government in trying to address this issue in particular 
the fact that  for constitutional reasons, it cannot direct the courts as to the award levels that 
should be applied and for legal reasons it cannot direct insurance companies as to the pricing 
level which they should apply in respect of businesses seeking insurance.

Notwithstanding this, I wish to re-emphasise how important this issue is for the Govern-
ment. Consequently, following the publication of its Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance in 
2017, the Cost of Insurance Working Group undertook an examination of the employer liabil-
ity and public liability insurance sectors.  This second phase culminated in the publication in 
January 2018 of the Report on the Cost of Employer and Public Liability Insurance.  I believe 
there has been significant progress in the implementation of the two CIWG Reports. Examples 
include the following:

- the establishment of the Personal Injuries Commission, and its subsequent recommenda-
tions relating to addressing award levels for soft tissue injuries – this has provided the objective 
evidence we need to be able to address award levels;

- the establishment of the National Claims Information Database in the Central Bank to 
increase transparency around the future cost of private motor insurance; the Central Bank is 
currently reviewing the possibility of expanding is scope to cover business insurance;

- reforms to the Personal Injuries Assessment Board through the Personal Injuries Assess-
ment Board (Amendment) Act 2019;

- amendments to Sections 8 and 14 of the Civil Liability and Courts Act 2004 to make it 
easier for businesses and insurers to challenge cases where fraud or exaggeration is suspected;

- the reform of the Insurance Compensation Fund to provide certainty to policyholders and 
insurers; and,

- various reforms of how fraud is reported to and dealt with by An Garda Síochána, includ-
ing increased co-ordination with the insurance industry, as well as the launch recently of Opera-
tion Coatee, a co-ordinated operation to tackle insurance fraud.

I believe that these reforms are having a significant impact with regard to private motor 
insurance (CSO figures from April 2019 show that the price of motor insurance is now 24.4% 
lower than the July 2016 peak).  The Government is determined to continue working to ensure 
that these positive pricing trends can be extended to other forms of insurance, including those 
relevant to businesses.

Undoubtedly the single most essential challenge which must be overcome if there is to be a 
sustainable reduction in insurance costs particularly for small businesses is to bring the levels 
of personal injury damages awarded in this country more in line with those awarded in other 
jurisdictions.  In this regard, the Personal Injuries Commission has highlighted the significant 
differential between award levels in Ireland and other jurisdictions, and has made a number of 
recommendations to address this issue, in particular the establishment of a Judicial Council to 
compile guidelines for appropriate general damages for various types of personal injury.  Both 
I and Minister of State D’Arcy believe that this awards gap needs to be significantly closed and 
we are working with the Minister for Justice and Equality, Mr Charlie Flanagan TD, to ensure 
that this happens at the earliest opportunity.
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Finally, I would like to assure the Deputy that the Cost of Insurance Working Group will 
continue to focus on implementing the recommendations of the Report on the Cost of Employer 
and Public Liability Insurance in parallel with implementing those from the Report on the Cost 
of Motor Insurance.  I am hopeful that the cumulative effects of the completion of the two 
Reports’ recommendations will include increased stability in the pricing of insurance for busi-
nesses and a more competitive insurance market.

In addition, you should note that Insurance Ireland operates a free Insurance Information 
Service for those who have queries, complaints or difficulties in relation to obtaining insurance.  
Insurance Ireland can be contacted at feedback@insuranceireland.eu or 01-6761914.

11/06/2019WRH00600Community Banking

11/06/2019WRH00700161. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Finance his plans to introduce community 
banking on a wider scale here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23743/19]

11/06/2019WRH00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, my Depart-
ment in conjunction with the Department of Rural and Community Development, issued a 
report on Local Public Banking in Ireland last year.  The report concluded that there is not a 
compelling case for the State to establish a new local public banking system based on the Ger-
man Sparkassen model in Ireland.

However, a commitment was given in the report that my Department would arrange for an 
independent evaluation to consider how the objectives of community banking and how the local 
provision of banking and financial services could be furthered through other delivery mecha-
nisms as well as continuing ongoing engagement with stakeholders and interested parties on 
this issue.

Following a procurement process, Indecon International Economic Consultants have been 
appointed to carry out this independent economic evaluation and run a stakeholder engagement 
forum.  Work on the independent evaluation is underway and a stakeholder forum was held on 
28 May 2019.

The purpose of this stakeholder forum was to obtain a better understanding of potential al-
ternative models, as well as any gaps in or lack of such services that may exist.  It provided an 
opportunity for stakeholders and interested parties to share their experiences, views, ideas and 
suggestions in relation to community banking and the local provisions of banking and financial 
services including ways to improve and further these services for the benefit of local, rural and 
regional communities and businesses.

Indecon will prepare a report on the economic evaluation and the work of the stakeholder 
forum.  The findings and recommendations of this report will inform any future policy action 
taken by my Department in order to better support local access to banking and financial services 
and access to finance by small businesses.

11/06/2019WRH00900Tax Data

11/06/2019WRH01000162. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the value of investments in 
property or property-related assets here held by investment funds domiciled here by types of 
funds and types of investments, for example, offices and apartments; and the gross value and 
percentage of gross total for each type of fund in tabular form. [23757/19]
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11/06/2019WRH01100163. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the value of investments in 
property or property-related assets held by investment funds not domiciled here by types of 
funds and types of investments, for example, offices and apartments; and the gross value and 
percentage of gross total for each type of fund in tabular form. [23758/19]

11/06/2019WRH01200164. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the property-related tax in-
centives that are available for all types of investment funds here by type of fund; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23759/19]

11/06/2019WRH01300165. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the tax received annually in 
each year since 2008 from all types of investment funds holding property or property-related 
assets or holding shares and units in property or property-related assets by type of funds; and 
the gross total and percentage of the gross total in tabular form. [23760/19]

11/06/2019WRH01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 162 
to 165, inclusive, together.

I will first refer to the Deputy’s question relating to details of the property-related tax incen-
tives that are available for all types of investment funds.  I would like to advise the Deputy that 
there are no property related tax incentives for investment funds.

Irish collective investment vehicles which are authorised and regulated by the Central Bank 
of Ireland are taxed under the gross roll-up regime.  This means that the investment undertak-
ing is generally exempt from tax on the profits it earns on behalf of its unit holders.  The profits 
are allowed to grow on a tax free basis within the fund and are taxed at the level of the investor 
rather than the fund, as is standard international practice. Investment Undertaking Tax (“IUT”) 
is deducted at source by the investment undertaking and paid over to Revenue on behalf of the 
unitholder.  In general, IUT does not apply to non-resident investors provided the relevant dec-
larations are in place with the investment undertaking.

Finance Act 2016 introduced the Irish Real Estate Funds (IREF) regime in response to 
concerns raised regarding the use of certain collective investment vehicles to invest in Irish 
property.  The investors had been using the structures to minimise their exposure to Irish tax on 
Irish property transactions.  IREFs are collective investment undertakings where 25% or more 
of the value of their assets is derived from real estate in the State.  Unit holders in the Irish Real 
Estate Fund are subject to IREF withholding tax at a rate of 20% on payments made to them 
by the Irish Real Estate Fund.  As with IUT, the IREF withholding tax is deducted by the Irish 
Real Estate Fund and paid to Revenue on behalf of the unit holder.  Unlike IUT, non-resident 
unit holders are also subject to IREF withholding tax.  In some circumstances the non-resident 
can make a claim to Revenue that the IREF withholding tax can be reduced under the terms of 
a double taxation treaty.  However, if a unit holder in an Irish Real Estate Fund holds more than 
10% of the assets of the Irish Real Estate Fund, any payment from the Irish Real Estate Fund 
will be regarded as from immovable property and the IREF withholding tax deducted can not 
be reduced.  This contrasts with the gross roll-up regime where non-residents are exempt from 
exit tax entirely.

For both the gross roll-up regime and the IREF regime certain categories of investors such 
as pensions schemes, companies carrying on life business and charities are exempt from IUT 
and IREF withholding tax provided the appropriate declarations are in place.  This exemption 
is provided for as these categories of investor are more generally tax exempt.

In addition to the above and in the context of the question asked by the Deputy it may be 
appropriate to include commentary on the Real Estate Investment Trusts (“REITs”) regime.  
While REITs must be Plcs which are listed on the main exchange of an EEA Member State, 
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the Central Bank of Ireland requires that they have an Alternative Investment Fund Manager 
(“AIFMs”).  REITs are used as collective investment vehicles to invest in Irish rental property 
assets.  While they are not generally, in tax terms, described as funds, they are collective invest-
ment vehicles which are subject to Central Bank regulation and supervision and therefore may 
be within the scope of the Deputy’s question.  The function of the REIT framework is not to 
provide an overall tax exemption, but rather to facilitate collective investment in rental property 
by removing a double layer of taxation which would otherwise apply to property investment 
via a corporate vehicle.  Subject to various conditions, REITs are exempt from tax in respect of 
their property rental business, subject to a requirement to distribute profits annually for taxation 
at the level of the investors.  This distribution is subject to Dividend Withholding Tax (“DWT”) 
at 20%.

In relation to the Deputy’s question on annual tax yields, I am advised by Revenue that it 
is not possible to separately identify investment funds holding property or property related as-
sets or holding shares and units in property or property related assets.  However, the aggregate 
amounts of taxes paid by entities of this type, including tax paid by Real Estate Investment 
Trusts (REITs) and Irish Real Estate Funds (IREFs), are provided under ‘Financial & Insurance 
activities’ in the ‘Revenue Net Receipts by Sector’ information available at link: https://www.
revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/receipts/receipts-sector.aspx.

The Deputy may be interested to note that the amount of IREF withholding tax in 2018 was 
€9m, while net Dividend Withholding Tax amounting to €11.8m in 2017 and €12.8m in 2018 
was collected in respect of dividends paid by REITs.

I refer now to the Deputy’s questions regarding the value of investments in property or 
property related assets located in Ireland held by investment funds, domiciled in both the State 
and abroad.

I am advised by Revenue that it is not possible to identify the value of investments in prop-
erty or property related assets held by investment funds domiciled in the State from the infor-
mation filed with Revenue. 

In respect of Irish Real Estate Funds (IREFs), only partial information is available from the 
IREF tax returns filed with Revenue for the years 2017 and 2018.  In this regard, IREFs are 
required to file an IREF tax return only where they have a taxable event in a particular year and 
therefore not all IREFs will have made returns for these years.  IREFs, were required by regula-
tion to file annual financial statements on or before 30 January 2019 with Revenue for account-
ing periods which ended during 2017 and accounting periods which ended on or before 30 June 
2018.  The information contained on the financial statements is currently being reviewed and 
analysed by Revenue.  Once this analysis is completed, Revenue will be in a position to provide 
more detail on the value of Irish real estate held by IREFs.

Irish domiciled funds are all treated as “investment undertakings” under the TCA 1997.  
Revenue collects annual financial statements from IREFs (being the Irish domiciled funds that 
had significant exposure to Irish property) but it does not collect the same data for non-domi-
ciled investment funds.

A small number of non-domiciled funds may be indirectly investing in Irish property.  This 
matter is currently receiving attention in Revenue, and any Exchequer exposure is being kept 
under review.  Funds are described as non-domiciled in Ireland if they are administered here 
but subject to regulation by a regulator other than the Central Bank of Ireland, e.g. they are 
regulated in the UK.

Non-domiciled funds are, under the Tax Consolidation Act 1997, treated in the same manner 
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as any other non-resident taxpayer when it comes to charges to tax in relation to Irish property.  
While section 1035A and section 747G both provide that a non-domiciled fund will not be 
treated as having a taxable presence in Ireland by virtue of fund management services provided 
by an independent agent, they do not dis-apply the standard Irish property charging provisions 
(e.g. s.29 for CGT).  Therefore, if a non-domiciled fund has Irish property, or an interest in Irish 
property (for example through a shareholding in a non-resident Property Company), it will be 
subject to Irish tax on its profits or gains in the same way as any other non-resident, depending 
on the relevant double tax agreements that may be applied.

11/06/2019WRH01800NAMA Investigations

11/06/2019WRH01900166. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the status of complaints 
made under section 172 of the National Asset Management Agency Act 2009; the progress 
made on same; the conclusions of same; the status of complaints referred to An Garda Síochána 
under the Act; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23793/19]

11/06/2019WRH02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by NAMA that two 
complaints regarding potential breaches of Section 172(3) of the NAMA Act 2009 have been 
brought to their attention. 

 In relation to one of the alleged breaches, I am advised that NAMA has concluded its inves-
tigations and is satisfied that no breach has occurred.  In relation to the second alleged breach, I 
am advised that An Garda Síochána is separately investigating it and their investigation is ongo-
ing.  Criminal investigations, such as this, are a matter for An Garda Síochána and the DPP and 
I am advised that, to date, their investigations have not resulted in a prosecution.

11/06/2019WRH02100Tax Reliefs Costs

11/06/2019WRH02200167. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of decreas-
ing the floor at which the diesel rebate scheme becomes available for hauliers to 85 cent before 
VAT; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23817/19]

11/06/2019WRH02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): A relief on Mineral Oil Tax (MOT) 
paid on auto-diesel purchased within the State by qualifying operators is provided for by Sec-
tion 99A of the Finance Act 1999 (as inserted by Section 51 of the Finance Act 2013).  The re-
payment amount is calculated by reference to a sliding scale based on the average price at which 
auto-diesel is available for purchase during a repayment period.  The maximum relief is 7.5c 
per litre for fuel purchased at €1.25 (VAT exclusive) and no relief applies where the purchase 
price is €1.00 (VAT exclusive) or less.  For each 1c in the price above €1.00, the repayment is 
0.3c per litre, as shown in the following table. 

Price (euro per litre, excluding VAT) Amount repayable (cent per litre)
1.25 7.5
1.22 6.6
1.18 5.4
1.14 4.2
1.10 3.0
1.06 1.8
1.03 0.9
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Price (euro per litre, excluding VAT) Amount repayable (cent per litre)
1.00 0
It is assumed the Deputy means to decrease the floor at which the scheme becomes available 

to €0.85 (VAT exclusive) while maintaining the current €1.25 (VAT exclusive) ceiling and the 
0.3c per litre repayment rate (above the new floor value).  With these assumptions the maximum 
rebate rate per litre increases from 7.5c to 12c.

The following table shows the estimated cost  of the proposal for a range of possible vol-
umes of diesel and VAT exclusive prices.  To provide some context, the largest annual volume 
claimed under the scheme to date was 413 million litres in 2014 while the current (VAT exclu-
sive) price per litre of diesel is approximately €1.11.

 €0.85 €0.90 €0.95 €1.00 €1.05 €1.10 €1.15 €1.20 €1.25
500m 
litres

€0m €7m €15m €22m €30m €37m €45m €52m €60m

400m 
litres

€0m €6m €12m €18m €24m €30m €36m €42m €48m

300m 
litres

€0m €4m €9m €13m €18m €22m €27m €31m €36m

200m 
litres

€0m €3m €6m €9m €12m €15m €18m €21m €24m

Taking the largest annual volume claimed to date (413 million litres in 2014) and applying 
the proposed change to the scheme would result in an estimated cost of €50 million if all claims 
were based on the (VAT exclusive) price of a litre of diesel being €1.25 or greater.

11/06/2019WRH02400Tax Credits

11/06/2019WRH02500168. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Finance when a response to a query will 
issue (details supplied). [23833/19]

11/06/2019WRH02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that it re-
cently made direct contact with the person in question and also issued a written response to the 
queries raised.

Revenue also confirmed, that it clarified to the person that it cannot grant the tax credit in 
question where a medical practitioner does not confirm that there is reasonable expectation that 
the patient will not be capable of maintaining himself or herself after the age of 18.

Revenue also advised the person on how to seek a review of the decision made and/or ap-
peal it to the independent Tax Appeals Commission.

11/06/2019WRH02700Tax Code

11/06/2019WRH02800169. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding chang-
ing tax regulations affecting self-employed fishermen; if he will consider changes to allow the 
taxes of self-employed fishermen to be deducted at source; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [23840/19]

11/06/2019WRH02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that there is 
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no statutory definition of employment or self-employment in tax law.  In general, an individual 
is an employee if he or she is directed by a person on how, when and where to work, has set 
working hours, has no personal financial risk relating to the work, receives a fixed wage, sup-
plies labour only and cannot subcontract the work.

Some years ago, the Employment Status Group published a Code of Practice for determin-
ing Employment or Self-employment status of Individuals.  This Group included representa-
tives from the Department of Finance, the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection and the Office of the Revenue Commissioners, amongst other public and private bodies.  
The Code of Practice is for guidance only and the employment status of an individual in relation 
to an engagement may in some instances fall to be determined by the Courts.

The question of whether an individual is engaged under a contract of service (an employee) 
or a contract for service (self-employed/partner) is a question of fact and general law.  To make 
a determination on employment or self-employment status the full terms of the contract and the 
circumstances in which it was made must be established.

In the case of share fishermen and women, the High Court has determined on a number 
of occasions that share fishermen and women were not employees but had a relationship with 
the boat owner or skipper in the nature of a partnership.  There are complex issues around the 
nature of this relationship, including the application of partnership law and capital allowances.  
Revenue has published a Tax and Duty Manual (TDM 04-01-11) which outlines some of the 
issues that may arise. This is available at the link: https://www.revenue.ie/en/tax-professionals/
tdm/income-tax-capital-gains-tax-corporation-tax/part-04/04-01-11.pdf.

Under Part 41A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, a chargeable person (self-employed 
taxpayer) is required to submit a tax return to Revenue by 31 October in the year following 
the tax year to which the return relates (or by mid-November, if paying and filing through 
ROS) and to pay any balance of the liability (net of preliminary tax paid) in respect of income 
tax, USC and PRSI for the year to the Collector-General at the same time.  In effect, a self-
employed individual discharges the combined income tax, USC and PRSI liability through the 
self-assessment system.

Where an individual is an employee, his or her salary or wages is chargeable to income tax 
under Schedule E and is subject to deductions under the PAYE system by his or her employer.  
Emoluments is the term used to describe any remuneration assessable to tax under Schedule 
E. Part 42 Chapter 4 TCA 1997 imposes a legal obligation on employers to make deductions 
at source under the PAYE system from the payment of emoluments to an employee.  The em-
ployer is obliged to pay a PRSI contribution for employees under the PAYE system.  This 
employer contribution is paid for employees whose employment is insurable under the Social 
Welfare Acts.

11/06/2019WRH03000Central Bank of Ireland Staff

11/06/2019WRH03100170. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the contact he or the Central 
Bank has had with authorities in New Zealand regarding investigations into the behaviour of 
the incoming Governor of the Central Bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23886/19]

11/06/2019WRH03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The New Zealand State Services Com-
missioner is carrying out an investigation into the unauthorised access of New Zealand Budget 
material and the events surrounding it.  The State Services Commissioner, Peter Hughes, has 
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stated that his office will not be making any comment on the matter until his investigation is 
concluded and all of the facts have been ascertained.  The investigation aims to conclude by 27 
June 2019, if possible.  Consequently, it would not be appropriate for me or the Government to 
comment on the matter at this time.  

My officials have been in contact with our Embassy in New Zealand to obtain updates on 
the matter and for the reasons above it was agreed that it would not be appropriate for me or my 
officials to contact the State Services Commissioner.

I understand that Mr. Makhlouf has agreed to the ongoing investigation as the best approach 
to establishing the facts of the matter.  He is continuing to work as usual in his role as CEO of 
the New Zealand Treasury.

Question No. 171 answered with Question No. 160.

11/06/2019WRH03400EU Regulations

11/06/2019WRH03500172. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the preparedness of his 
Department and NAMA to contribute to and comply with the European Union anti-money 
laundering beneficial ownership and corporate entities regulations 2019; the number of ultimate 
beneficial owners identified to date ahead of 22 November 2019; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24086/19]

11/06/2019WRH03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Statutory Instrument 110 of 2019, the 
European Union (Anti-Money Laundering: Beneficial Ownership of Corporate Entities) Regu-
lations 2019, was signed into law on 22 March 2019.  These Regulations transpose Article 30 
of the Fifth Anti-Money Laundering Directive and maintain the obligation, first established in 
2016, for corporate entities to obtain and hold information on their beneficial ownership.

The Regulations also provide for the establishment of a central register of beneficial owner-
ship information.  It is a requirement of the Fifth Anti-Money Laundering Directive that such 
a register be established by January 2020.  This central register will be operated by the Com-
panies Registration Office and is not scheduled to begin accepting filings until 22 June 2019.  
After that, companies will have five months in which to file the required information.  Therefore 
at this time details are not available regarding the number of beneficial owners so far identified 
or the number which will ultimately be identified.

While the relevant legislation was signed by myself as Minister for Finance, the register 
shall be maintained by a “Registrar of Beneficial Ownership of Companies and Industrial and 
Provident Societies”, as provided under Regulation 18 of SI 110/2019, who will be appointed 
by the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation.

The responsibility to obtain and hold this information, and to file it with the central register, 
lies with each corporate entity.

Lastly, notwithstanding the timelines for the establishment of the central register of ben-
eficial ownership for companies set out above, I understand that, as with all legal obligations, 
NAMA will fully comply with the EU (Anti-Money Laundering: Beneficial Ownership of Cor-
porate Entities) Regulations insofar as they relate to NAMA and the NAMA group entities.  I 
am advised that NAMA is advancing its preparations for compliance in advance of the central 
register’s filing deadline of 22 November 2019.
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11/06/2019WRH03700Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman

11/06/2019WRH03800173. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Finance the processing times for com-
plaints with the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman; if his attention has been drawn 
to the delays in investigating and deciding on complaints; the steps being taken to address these 
delays; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24117/19]

11/06/2019WRH03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, the Fi-
nancial Services and Pensions Ombudsman (FSPO) is independent in the performance of his 
statutory functions.  I have no role in the day to day workings of the office or in the decisions 
which he takes.  

One of the main roles of the Ombudsman is to investigate, mediate and adjudicate com-
plaints about the conduct of financial or pension service providers.  The FSPO was established 
to provide an alternative to the Courts for consumers who have unresolved disputes with a fi-
nancial or pension service provider and all investigations by the Ombudsman are free of charge 
to the consumer.  Subject only to an appeal to the High Court, a finding of the Ombudsman in 
respect of a complaint is legally binding on all parties.

On the issue more generally, the Office of the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman 
(FSPO) was established on 1 January 2018 to resolve complaints from consumers, including 
small businesses and other organisations, against financial service or pension providers.  The 
establishment of the FSPO resulted from the merger of the Office of the Pensions Ombudsman 
and the Financial Services Ombudsman’s Bureau.

In March 2019, the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman published an “Overview 
of Complaints” which provided a summary of the 5,588 eligible complaints made to the FSPO 
in 2018, its first year of operations.  While acknowledging the successful closure of 4,443 com-
plaints in 2018, this report confirms that the volume of complaints received caused the FSPO 
to be unable to process complaints as quickly as it would wish to and a main priority for 2019 
would be to improve the timeliness of its service and deliver faster resolution of complaints.

A Workforce Plan for the period 2019 to 2023 was submitted to my Department in Decem-
ber 2018, which included an objective analysis of the level of resources currently available to 
the FSPO against both current and future demand for its services.  The Workforce Plan aimed 
to address the large existing caseload of 3,187 complaints which the Office inherited on 01 
January 2018, along with the sustained pattern of increased demand which the office continues 
to experience. 

I approved a substantial increase in staff in the FSPO of 35 additional position and the Om-
budsman has informed me that recruitment campaigns are currently ongoing.  Such additional 
resources will allow the FSPO to deliver a better faster service for its customers, keep pace with 
the speed of change, tackle existing waiting times, and deliver the objectives in its Strategic 
Plan 2018 – 2021.

11/06/2019WRH04000Tax Credits

11/06/2019WRH04100174. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full-year 
cost if the earned income tax credit for the self-employed increased to €1,500 per year; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24118/19]

11/06/2019WRH04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the esti-
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mated cost associated with an increase to the Earned Income Credit can be found on page 6 of 
the Revenue Ready Reckoner, which is available at the link: https://www.revenue.ie/en/corpo-
rate/documents/statistics/ready-reckoner.pdf. 

It is estimated that an increase in the value of the Earned Income Credit from its current 
level of €1,350 to €1,500 would have a first year cost of €20 million and a full year cost of €36 
million.

11/06/2019WRH04300Credit Unions

11/06/2019WRH04400175. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Finance his plans to update the Credit 
Union Act 1997. [24121/19]

11/06/2019WRH04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy may be aware, the Cred-
it Union Act 1997 has already been subject to significant amendment. 

The Commission on Credit Unions was established on 31 May 2011 to review the future of 
the movement and make recommendations in relation to the most effective regulatory structure 
for credit unions, taking into account their not-for-profit mandate, their volunteer ethos and 
community focus, while paying due regard to the need to fully protect members’ savings and 
financial stability. 

Following a detailed review by the Commission of Credit Unions the Credit Union and 
Co-Operation with Overseas Regulators Act 2012 (CUCOR Act) implemented a wide range of 
amendments to the Credit Union Act 1997 which were in the main introduced in legislation in 
2012/2013 and in subsequent regulations issued by the Central Bank. 

The CUCOR Act provided for the delegation of regulation making power to the Central 
Bank in respect of specific matters, including: savings; borrowing; lending; investments; re-
serves; liquidity; systems, controls and reporting arrangements; and additional services.  These 
regulations were introduced on 1 January 2016 following a detailed consultation process with 
the sector (Central Bank Consultation Paper 88).  The Investment Regulations have since been 
amended with effect from 1 March 2018 following public consultation (Consultation Paper 
109) and revised Lending Regulations will be introduced later this year following a consulta-
tion process which closed in February this year (Consultation Paper 125).

The Deputy may also be interested to note that, following a policy paper it published in 
December 2017, the Credit Union Advisory Committee (CUAC) proposed that credit unions 
should be permitted to charge an interest rate on loans greater than the present ceiling of 1% 
per month.  The CUAC recommendation proposed that this ceiling be raised to 2% per month.  
This amendment would provide credit unions with greater flexibility to risk price loan products 
and in so doing may create an opportunity for new product offerings.  This recommendation 
from the CUAC followed a survey of the credit union sector which received responses from 
117 credit unions.

The CUAC Implementation Group considered this proposal and agreed in principle to rec-
ommend that the Minister raise the interest rate ceiling to 2% per month, and for flexibility to be 
introduced to allow the interest rate to be amended in future by Statutory Instrument following 
consultation with the Central Bank and CUAC.  This proposal will be considered by Govern-
ment shortly.

11/06/2019WRJ00200Departmental Staff
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11/06/2019WRJ00300176. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full-year cost of 
recruiting 20 additional tax specialists at APO level. [24122/19]

11/06/2019WRJ00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It is estimated that the full year cost 
of recruiting 20 additional tax specialists at Assistant Principal Officer level would be approxi-
mately €2.2 million.

This figure is calculated based on the mid-point of the current Assistant Principal Officer 
salary scale, which is €74,397 per annum; and in line with guidance on the calculation of staff 
costs including the estimation of attributable overheads, as outlined in ‘The Public Spending 
Code: E. Technical References: E-01’, prepared by the Central Expenditure Evaluation Unit of 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, which can be viewed at the following link: 
https://publicspendingcode.per.gov.ie/e-01-calculation-of-staff-costs/. 

11/06/2019WRJ00500State Banking Sector Regulation

11/06/2019WRJ00600177. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Finance if the Central Bank informs his 
Department about the sale of loans by the commercial banks; if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that performing loans in which there is no negative equity are being sold against the 
wishes of mortgage holders who then have to take out new mortgage protection and household 
insurance policies; his views on these practices; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24145/19]

11/06/2019WRJ00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, Relation-
ship Frameworks are in place between the Minister for Finance and the banks in which the State 
has a shareholding.  Under these Relationship Frameworks, the relevant banks are required to 
consult with the Minister as part of any loan sale being proposed.  This consultation process 
does not require input from the Central Bank of Ireland.

I have been advised by the Central Bank of Ireland that Provision 3.11 of the Central Bank’s 
Consumer Protection Code 2012 (“the Code”) requires that, where a regulated lender intends 
to transfer all or part of its ‘regulated activities’ to another regulated entity, it must provide ad-
vance notification to both the Central Bank and affected consumers.  Specifically, a lender must 
provide a consumer with at least 2 months’ notice before transferring all or part of its loan book 
covered by the Code to another person. 

Most loan agreements include a clause that allows the original lender to sell the loan on to 
another firm, regardless of whether the loan is classified as performing or non-performing. 

When a loan is sold on to another regulated entity, the relevant Irish and EU consumer 
protections continue to apply.  Under the Consumer Protection (Regulation of Credit Servicing 
Firms) Act 2018, which came into effect on 21 January 2019, if a loan is transferred, the holder 
of the legal title to the credit must now be authorised by the Central Bank as a credit servicing 
firm.  Such credit servicing firms must act in accordance with Irish financial services law that 
applies to ‘regulated financial service providers’.

If a borrowers’ mortgage protection policy and/or home insurance policy was obtained 
through the original lender, and is thus part of the lender’s group insurance scheme, such poli-
cies may be impacted if the mortgage is transferred to a new loan owner, either as a result of 
switching mortgage providers or a loan sale.

11/06/2019WRJ00800EU Issues
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11/06/2019WRJ00900178. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his views on the statement of 
the EU Commission in COM(2019) 507 final (details supplied); his plans to remedy the issue; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24190/19]

11/06/2019WRJ01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Last week, the European Commission 
published its Country Specific Recommendations for all EU Member States, which are an inte-
gral part of the European Semester cycle of economic governance.  The overall objective is to 
encourage the Member States to increase their growth potential by continuing to improve their 
economies and further strengthening their economic resilience.  It is important that Member 
States should prioritise investment needs and address bottlenecks and reforms with the aim of 
improving sustainable and inclusive growth.

In this regard I welcome the publication of the European Commission’s Country Specific 
Recommendations for Ireland.  While one of these recommendations calls on Ireland to con-
tinue to take action on addressing aggressive tax planning, it is notable that Commissioner 
Moscovici has publically acknowledged that we are on the right track and encouraged us to 
continue in this direction.

Ireland’s actions in recent years have demonstrated our clear commitment to taking action 
to address aggressive tax planning.  Ireland’s Corporation Tax Roadmap, which was published 
last September, set out a clear range of actions which Ireland is taking on corporate tax reform.  
Significant actions have already been taken on foot on the Roadmap including the introduction 
of Controlled Foreign Company rules, amendments to Ireland’s exit tax rules, and the prompt 
ratification of the BEPS Multilateral Instrument.

As set out in the Roadmap, further actions will be taken in Finance Bill 2019 including the 
amendment of Ireland’s transfer pricing rules and the introduction of anti-hybrid rules. 

As a very open economy which serves as a key European base for a significant number of 
non-EU headquartered multinational companies, it is to be fully expected that Ireland would 
have a higher percentage of outbound royalty payments than other Member States.  Concerns 
about outbound payments are justified in circumstances where the relevant profits should in 
fact be taxed in the EU or where the profits are ultimately being untaxed (either in the recipient 
or parent jurisdiction).  It is my belief that neither of these concerns should arise in respect of 
outbound payments from Ireland.

The international consensus reached during the BEPS project is that profits should be taxed 
where the ‘DEMPE’ functions occur.  To the extent where DEMPE functions occur within the 
EU, Member States have the ability to tax the profits attributable to those functions within their 
jurisdiction under the international corporation tax framework.

Furthermore, the overwhelming majority of the outbound payments made from Ireland are 
made by companies which are ultimately owned by companies resident and taxable in the 
United States.  It is my understanding that reforms introduced by the US in the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act in 2017 should make it impossible for any such royalties to avoid tax in the US even if 
they are not paid to the US directly and are not taxed in the recipient jurisdiction.

For these reasons I believe that the actions set out in the Roadmap are appropriate with re-
gard to addressing aggressive tax planning but, as always, I will continue to keep the situation 
under review and shall act accordingly as circumstances demand.

Ireland is fully committed to addressing the challenges that have arisen from the digitalisa-
tion of the world economy and we will continue to contribute positively to the discussion at 
both EU and OECD level in pursuit of a stable, and globally agreed international tax framework 
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which is vital to facilitate cross border trade and investment.

11/06/2019WRJ01100Excise Duties Reliefs

11/06/2019WRJ01200179. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be accrued if the excise duty exemption on aviation fuel was ended; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24215/19]

11/06/2019WRJ01300180. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be accrued if the excise duty exemption on aviation fuel was ended with an exception for 
domestic flights; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24216/19]

11/06/2019WRJ01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 179 
and 180 together.

Ireland’s excise duty treatment of fuel used for air navigation is based on European law as 
set out in Directive 2003/96/EC on the taxation of energy products and electricity, commonly 
known as the Energy Tax Directive.  Under this Directive, Member States are obliged to exempt 
certain fuels used for commercial aviation purposes from excise duty.  The scope of this exemp-
tion must include jet fuel (which is the most commonly used heavy oil in air navigation) and 
must encompass such fuel used for intra-Community and international air transport purposes.  
A Member State may waive this exemption where it has entered into a bilateral agreement with 
another Member State to tax fuel for intra-community flights.  With regard to fuel for interna-
tional transport, the scope for a Member State to take a unilateral approach to taxation is limited 
by international law and a range of bilateral and multilateral agreements that operate under 
1944 Convention on International Civil Aviation (known as the Chicago Convention). 

Member States may opt to exempt or partially exempt other fuels used for commercial air 
navigation from excise duty and may also opt to fully or partially exempt fuels used for domes-
tic commercial aviation.

In line with Article 14 of the Energy Tax Directive, Ireland’s Mineral Oil Tax (MOT) legis-
lation, set out in Finance Act 1999, provides for jet fuel used for commercial aviation purposes 
to be exempted from excise duty.  This exemption covers both domestic and international com-
mercial aviation. In addition, Finance Act 1999 provides for a partial relief from excise duty 
for light oil (aviation gasoline) used for commercial aviation.  Again, there is no distinction in 
national legislation between domestic and international commercial aviation in the operation of 
the partial relief.

The following table summarises the mandatory exemptions and excise duty measures for 
aviation fuels required under Article 14 of the Energy Tax Directive. It also summarises the 
MOT treatment of such fuels used for air navigation as set out in national legislation.

Aviation Fuel/Use Energy Tax   Directive Finance Act 1999
Light oil (aviation gasoline) 
used for domestic commer-
cial aviation 

No mandatory tax exemp-
tion, Member States may 
opt to exempt or partially 
exempt

Partial relief from MOT, 
effective rate of €355.44 per 
1,000 litres (section 97B 
Finance Act 1999)

Light oil (aviation gasoline) 
used for   intra-Community/
international commercial 
aviation

No mandatory tax exemp-
tion, Member States may 
opt to   exempt or partially 
exempt

Partial relief from MOT, 
effective rate of €355.44 per 
1,000 litres    (section 97B 
Finance Act 1999)
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Aviation Fuel/Use Energy Tax   Directive Finance Act 1999
Light oil (aviation gasoline) 
used for private pleasure 
flying

Mandatory taxation Full MOT rate of €587.71 
per 1,000 litres (section 96   
Finance Act 1999)

Heavy oil (jet fuel) used for 
domestic commercial avia-
tion

No mandatory tax exemp-
tion, Member States may 
opt to   exempt or partially 
exempt

Full exemption(section 
100(2)(b) Finance Act 1999)

Heavy oil (jet fuel) used for 
used for   intra-Community/
international commercial 
aviation

Mandatory tax exemption, 
except where bilateral ar-
rangement entered into with 
another Member State

Full exemption(section 
100(2)(b) Finance Act 1999)

Heavy oil (jet fuel) used for 
private pleasure flying

Mandatory taxation Full MOT rate of €479.02 
per 1,000 litres(section 
100(2)(b) Finance Act 1999)

It is important to note that the tax exemption for heavy oil (jet fuel) used for air navigation 
for international and intra-Community transport purposes is mandatory, except where a bilat-
eral arrangement to tax fuel for intra-community air navigation is entered into with another 
Member State.  This option has not been taken up by Member States to date as any such bi-
lateral agreement would raise significant legal and competition issues in the event that aircraft 
operators registered in a non EU country also operated on a route between the Member States 
which were a party to the bilateral agreement.  As such, any material changes to the current tax 
regime would likely require a major revision of the Energy Tax Directive in order to deliver the 
necessary legal certainty and to ensure a level playing field between airline operators and be-
tween Member States.  This would be contingent on developments at international level as the 
EU regime on taxation of aviation fuels is based on the provisions of the Chicago Convention. 

I am advised that consumption data required to estimate revenue that would be accrued if 
excise duty on aviation fuel was ended is not readily available.  Revenue will examine the is-
sues further and will contact the Deputy directly in that regard.

11/06/2019WRJ01600Stability Programme Data

11/06/2019WRJ01700181. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the total expenditure fig-
ure in Table A10 of the stability programme update 2019 includes allocations from the national 
development plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24217/19]

11/06/2019WRJ01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I can advise the Deputy that the total 
general government expenditure figures as published in Table A10 of the Stability Programme 
Update 2019 encompass Exchequer expenditure as well as expenditure from general govern-
ment bodies. 

Thus this takes into account the voted capital allocations under the National Development 
Plan.

11/06/2019WRJ01900Tax Code

11/06/2019WRJ02000182. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the estimated yield or cost 
to the taxpayer from the non-indexation of the tax system each year to 2024 according to cur-
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rent projections; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24218/19]

11/06/2019WRJ02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As part of the preparations for Budget 
2019, it was estimated that the Exchequer yield from non-indexation of the income tax system 
would be in the region of €0.6 billion on a full year basis.  In light of the publication of the 
Revenue Commissioners Post-Budget 2019 Income Tax Ready Reckoner this estimate has not 
changed materially. 

The projected yield from non-indexation for Budget 2020, will not be finalised until the Of-
fice of the Revenue Commissioners has completed and published its Pre-Budget 2020 Income 
Tax Ready Reckoner, which is expected to be published in Quarter 3 2019.  This sets out the 
cost to the Exchequer of indexing various income tax components by 1 per cent.

In addition, the updated Budget 2020 macroeconomic drivers used in preparing these cal-
culations will need to be endorsed by the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council in early October 2019, 
which is a normal part of the budgetary process.

For the years 2021-2024 the estimated yield from non-indexation will be calculated in a 
similar manner, in Quarter 3 of the year of the respective Budget’s publication. 

11/06/2019WRJ02200Central Bank of Ireland Staff

11/06/2019WRJ02300183. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the fees paid to the recruiters 
appointed to run the selection process for the role of Governor of the Central Bank; the cost of 
the process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24291/19]

11/06/2019WRJ02400184. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the composition of the inter-
view panel used in the interview process for the role of Governor of the Central Bank; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24292/19]

11/06/2019WRJ02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 183 
and 184 together.

The appointment of the Governor of the Central Bank is provided for under section 19 (1) 
of the Central Bank Act 1942 (as amended).  The Government recommended the appointment 
of Mr. Makhlouf as Governor of the Central Bank to the President following a comprehensive, 
open, and international process.   

The process included a public call for expressions of interest, a comprehensive search using 
independent executive search firm Merc Partners, a rigorous shortlisting of applicants, psycho-
metric testing of final interview candidates, and a final interview of five candidates.

Mr. Makhlouf was the recommendation of the independent interview panel.   

Merc Partners were engaged to undertake the executive search on behalf of the Department 
of Finance following a tender process.  An invitation to submit a proposal to assist the Depart-
ment of Finance in the nomination process for the role of Governor of the Central Bank was 
issued to selected firms under the Public Appointments Service Framework Agreement.

The overall cost of the process was €70,236 (including VAT), which included expenses for 
a number of candidates and interview panel members.  For comparison, the cost of the process 
to select Governor Lane in 2015 was €63,748 (including VAT).

The interview board comprised:
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- Derek Moran, Secretary General of the Department of Finance as Chair of the Board;

- Patricia Byron, a sitting member of the Central Bank Commission;

- Nick MacPherson, the Former Permanent Secretary to HM Treasury; and,

- Josephine Feehily, Chairperson of the Policing Authority.

11/06/2019WRJ02700Garda Station Refurbishment

11/06/2019WRJ02800185. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
extent to which refurbishment plans are in hand in respect of existing Garda stations throughout 
County Kildare or replacement in lieu thereof; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23662/19]

11/06/2019WRJ02900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works has no plans for any new Garda Station in County 
Kildare.

I can confirm the Office of Public Works have works relating to refurbishment, renovation 
or updating of facilities, undergoing or planned, in seven Garda Stations in County Kildare.  
Details are included as follows and incorporate works funded by both the Office of Public 
Works and An Garda Síochána.

Garda Station Description of current/planned works.
Clane GS Minor fabric repairs  to floor and walls
Naas GS New Property Evidence Management Store; 

Upgrade of Kitchen facilities;, new floor 
covering in the Public Office; Work to the 
Communications Room, External mainte-
nance works.

Kilcock GS Power and data supply to the Public office, 
Toilet refurbishment works

Kildare GS Boiler Upgrade, External maintenance 
works

Leixlip GS Canteen refurbishments works, Works to 
the  Public Office

Monasterevin GS External maintenance works
Newbridge GS Security work at the Air Support Unit

11/06/2019WRJ03000Public Parks

11/06/2019WRJ03100186. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the time-
table for the level of public funds expended by Fáilte Ireland on the strategic vision for the 
Phoenix Park exercise in view of the way in which it was publicised and the fact that the full 
report was not online to facilitate consideration by the public, resulting in the perception that 
citizens were disenfranchised and excluded from the consultation; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23699/19]

11/06/2019WRJ03200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): In April 2017, Fáilte Ireland announced €11.5m in funding from its Capital 
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Grants budget for ten key OPW projects in Dublin and within the Ireland’s Ancient East region.  
The funding was provided in the context of Fáilte Ireland’s strategic partnership with the OPW 
and the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht to assist in the refurbishment and 
enhancement of key visitor attractions at major heritage sites.  Fáilte Ireland’s strategic part-
nership is one of a number of partnerships the tourism body has entered into with other State 
agencies such as Coillte and the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) to work together 
to grow tourism. 

The Draft Phoenix Park Visitor Experience Strategic Review was commissioned by the 
OPW with grant funding of €300,000 from Fáilte Ireland (accounting for 75% of the cost of the 
project).  To date, €286,176 has been expended on the project. 

The review document does not represent a vision for the Phoenix Park or a development 
plan.  Nor is it part of a statutory public consultation process of any kind.  The OPW consid-
ered it appropriate to bring the key findings and ideas in the Review into the public domain so 
that the public could engage with the recommendations and offer their observations.  As part 
of this process local representatives, stakeholders, community groups, and the press were in-
formed about the Review and the public display.  A comprehensive Executive Summary of the 
full draft review was developed in order to assist the public in engaging with the core findings 
and ideas presented by the independent consultants and placed on line.  Indeed if any party 
wishes to see the full draft Report this can be arranged.  A hard copy of the full 202-page review 
with case studies and visitor research was available for the public to view at the Phoenix Park 
Visitor Centre.  The OPW remains open, and indeed welcomes, any further comments or obser-
vations from any party in relation to the Review.

11/06/2019WRJ03300Government Expenditure

11/06/2019WRJ03400187. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount to be allocated to demographics each year to 2024; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24219/19]

11/06/2019WRJ03500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Estimates of 
certain demographic pressures in the areas of Health, Social Protection and Education are set 
out in Expenditure Report 2019 as pre-committed elements of the current expenditure baseline 
for the period to 2021.  These are primary areas of current expenditure which are particularly 
impacted by demographic changes.  For 2020 and 2021, an allocation of €0.45 billion is set out 
to meet demographic pressures.  These allocations are informed by the paper ‘Budgetary Im-
pacts of Changing Demographics 2017 – 2027’, published by the Irish Government Economic 
and Evaluation Service (IGEES).  The paper can be found on the IGEES website here: https://
igees.gov.ie/budgetary-impact-of-changing-demographics-2017-to-2027/.  This paper covers 
a number of areas of expenditure, including pensions, child benefit, education provision and 
health schemes such as the Nursing Home Support Scheme.  These pure demographic costs 
are factored in to Ministerial Expenditure Ceilings for Health, Social Protection and Education.

The paper suggests demographic costs of approximately €0.15 billion in 2022, and approxi-
mately €0.4 billion per annum out to 2027.  However, as part of the 2019 Spending Review 
process, an update of this paper is due to be published in the coming months.  This forthcom-
ing paper will again look at the key areas of Health, Social Protection and Education and will 
examine demographic pressures in these areas over a ten year period. 

There are also some Department of Finance publications which may be useful in examin-
ing the area of demographics.  This includes ‘Population Ageing and the Public Finances in 
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Ireland’ published in 2018, which can be found on the gov.ie website here https://www.gov.ie/
en/publication/2e8463-population-ageing-and-the-public-finances/.  There is also some demo-
graphic information presented in the recently published Stability Programme Update, such as 
Table 24 in chapter 8, which outlines long-term spending projections of age-related expenditure 
as a share of GNI*.

11/06/2019WRJ03600Departmental Properties

11/06/2019WRJ03700188. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if he will address a matter regarding an application by a group (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23198/19]

11/06/2019WRJ03800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): As part of the Programme for a Partnership Government, the Office of Public 
Works (OPW) was requested not to dispose of any closed Garda stations pending the outcome 
of two reviews of closed Garda stations.

The first review identified six closed Garda stations for reopening and the second review, 
published on the 21 December 2018, did not identify any further closed Garda stations for re-
opening.

An Garda Síochána has recently advised the OPW that they no longer have an interest in the 
former Garda station at Moyvane and the Commissioners of Public Works have now recom-
menced the process of identifying alternative State use for the property, in line with OPW’s 
disposal policy on surplus vacant property.

The OPW policy with regard to non-operational (vacant) State property, including the for-
mer Garda station at Moyvane is to:

1. Identify if the property is required/suitable for alternative State use by either Government 
Departments or the wider public sector.

2. If there is no other State use identified for a property, the OPW will then consider dis-
posing of the property on the open market if and when conditions prevail, in order to generate 
revenue for the Exchequer.

3. If no State requirement is identified or if a decision is taken not to dispose of a particular 
property, the OPW may consider community involvement (subject to a detailed written submis-
sion, which would indicate that the community/voluntary group has the means to insure, main-
tain and manage the property and that there are no ongoing costs for the Exchequer).

If it is established that there is no alternative State use for the property, the Commissioners 
of Public Works will then consider the future use of the property and, in that regard, consider-
ation will be given to the business plan submitted by the community group in Moyvane, Co. 
Kerry.

11/06/2019WRJ03900Departmental Properties

11/06/2019WRJ04000189. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the number, location and value of lands acquired by his Department and the OPW by way of 
CPO in the past three years to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23241/19]
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11/06/2019WRJ04100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Neither my 
Department nor the Office of Public Works have acquired any lands by way of CPO in the past 
three years.

11/06/2019WRJ04200Flood Risk Management

11/06/2019WRJ04300190. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
provide a copy of each Natura impact statement and each appropriate assessment screening car-
ried out by or for the Office of Public Works in respect of flood related works proposals since 
January 2014. [23270/19]

11/06/2019WRJ04400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The following table sets out the capital projects in the Flood Risk Management 
area where Appropriate Assessment Screening Reports and Natura Impact Statements, where 
appropriate, have been carried out in the timeframe set out by the Deputy. 

Flood Relief Project Available from:
Ashbourne, Co Meath Currently   not available online but will be 

issued directly to the Deputy
Athlone, Co Westmeath www.athlonefas.ie
Bandon, Co Cork www.bandonfrs.ie
Blackpool, Cork www.blackpoolfrs.ie
Clonakilty, Co Cork www.clonakiltyfrs.ie
Crossmolina, Co Mayo https://www.opw.ie/en/flood-risk-manage-

ment/operations/flooddefenceschemes/
crossmolinafloodreliefscheme/

Douglas, Cork www.douglasfrs.ie
Dunkellin, Co Galway http://www.galway.ie/en/services/roads/

dunkellindrainagedistrict/
Ennis Lower (Bank Place), Co Clare Currently   not available online but will be 

issued directly to the Deputy
Enniscorthy, Co Wexford www.enniscorthyfds.ie
Glashaboy, Co Cork www.glashaboyfrs.ie
Lower Lee, Cork City www.lowerleefrs.ie
Lower Morell, Co Kildare www.morellfms.ie
Templemore, Co Tipperary https://www.opw.ie/en/templemore/
As part of the National Catchment-based Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) 

Programme, AA Screening Reports and, where necessary, Natura Impact Statements were car-
ried out on all 29 Plans arising from the programme.  These reports are all available online at 
the following website address: https://www.floodinfo.ie/publications/?t=24.

Appropriate Assessments are also carried out on an ongoing basis for Arterial Drainage 
Maintenance operations.  These operations have been sub-divided in thirty one catchments na-
tionally and the Appropriate Assessments are carried out through a national framework of five 
year assessments for these catchments.  This is a rolling programme, including AA Screening 
for each catchment and an associated Natura Impact Statement as required, updated on a five 
yearly basis.  All reports are shortly to be made available online to the public.  Details on where 
they can be accessed will be provided to the Deputy as soon as they are available.
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11/06/2019WRJ04500Coastal Erosion

11/06/2019WRJ04600191. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 163 of 11 December 2018, when funding will be provided for a 
matter (details supplied). [23358/19]

11/06/2019WRJ04700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I have been advised by the Office of Public Works (OPW) that an application 
has been submitted by Limerick City and County Council under the Minor Flood Mitigation 
Works and Coastal Protection Scheme for a project at the location mentioned in the Deputy’s 
question.

This application is currently being assessed and the Council will be advised of the outcome 
shortly.

11/06/2019WRK00200Flood Prevention Measures

11/06/2019WRK00300192. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the leg-
islation the Office of Public Works operates with regard to the dredging of watercourses; and if 
dredging by the OPW requires planning permission. [23436/19]

11/06/2019WRK00400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The statutory authority of the Commissioners of Public Works or its agents to 
undertake dredging operations as part of drainage or flood relief schemes as necessary derives 
from the Ministerial consent for such schemes under Section 7 of the Arterial Drainage Act 
1945* and from Section 37 of the Arterial Drainage Act 1945* in relation to the maintenance 
of such schemes in proper repair and effective condition. Works specified in drainage schemes 
with Ministerial confirmation under the Arterial Drainage Acts are exempt from the require-
ment for planning permission under the Planning and Development Regulations.

* as amended by the Arterial Drainage (Amendment) Act, 1995.

11/06/2019WRK00500Heritage Sites

11/06/2019WRK00600193. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
the OPW is responsible for the maintenance of a car park (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23479/19]

11/06/2019WRK00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I can confirm that the small car-park serving the sites at Cahergal and Lea-
canabuaile Forts is under the care of the Office of Public Works.  

OPW is already aware of the bus and car-parking issues here and it is accepted that the area 
no longer serves the needs of people visiting these sites.  In the past, a number of possible re-
configurations were considered for the area including the removal of the central flower bed.  
However, it was felt that this would not bring any significant benefit as large coaches would 
then be able to park more easily thus reducing the space available for other vehicles.  There are 
no plans currently therefore to do any works at the site. 

11/06/2019WRK00800Flood Prevention Measures
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11/06/2019WRK00900194. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
measures in place funded by the OPW to respond to repeated flooding in Buncrana, County 
Donegal, in view of the fact that the town is not listed in the flood emergency response plan of 
Donegal County Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23523/19]

11/06/2019WRK01000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I am pleased to say that good progress has been made on the implementation 
of new flood relief schemes in County Donegal since I announced, in May 2018, 29 Flood Risk 
Management Plans for all the main river basins.  These Plans identified a total of 118 flood 
relief projects to protect the main flood risk areas throughout the country, 15 of which are in 
County Donegal including a proposed scheme for Buncrana.  These Plans and projects are a 
key part of the overall flood risk management strategy set out in the National Development 
Plan 2017 - 2028 involving total investment of almost €1 billion over the ten year time frame 
of that Plan.  As it is not possible to implement all of the 118 projects at the one time, a total of 
57 projects were prioritised for the initial tranche of investment and delivery based on the level 
of risk and number of properties to be protected.

Following consultation and discussions between the OPW and Donegal County Council, six 
of the 15 Donegal projects have been identified to be progressed in the first phase of implemen-
tation.  Steering Groups for the projects have been established and much work has been done 
for the appointment of consultants over the coming months for these projects. While the pro-
posed project for Buncrana is not in the first tranche of projects to be advanced, both the OPW 
and Donegal County Council will work closely to ensure that the project will be progressed as 
early as possible in the coming years and within the 10 year timeframe for the programme of 
investment.

11/06/2019WRK01100Heritage Sites

11/06/2019WRK01200195. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of tourism access to a heritage site (details supplied). [23551/19]

11/06/2019WRK01300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): A key-holding agreement is in place with a representative of the local commu-
nity who has agreed to open St Colmcille’s House, Kells, to the public at certain times daily and 
at the specific request of larger groups who may wish to visit outside of these times.

This arrangement is in place for a trial period until the 31st December 2019.

11/06/2019WRK01400Flood Prevention Measures

11/06/2019WRK01500196. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 312 of 17 April 2018 and 75 of 28 May 2019, the status of a 
channel (details supplied). [23561/19]

11/06/2019WRK01600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kev-
in Boxer Moran): Arterial Drainage maintenance works relate to Arterial Drainage Schemes 
completed by the Office of Public Works (OPW) under the Arterial Drainage Acts 1945 and 
1995. The Brosna Drainage Scheme is a maintainable scheme under this Act. 

Maintenance work on this scheme was carried out by OPW staff during May and June 2018 
and involved removing all blockages on the OPW maintainable channel that flows through 
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Kilbrennan. 

However, while the Scheme includes sections of channels running through the landowner’s 
property, it does not extend to the area referred to by the deputy. This area is outside the extent 
of the Brosna Drainage Scheme. The OPW therefore has no responsibility for the maintenance 
of the section in question, nor any authority to carry out works there. 

Following the deputy’s original query, OPW staff met with the landowner in question and 
explained the constraints of the planned maintenance works to him.

Details of OPW Arterial Drainage channels are available to view on www.floodinfo.ie.  

11/06/2019WRK01700Coastal Protection

11/06/2019WRK01800197. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status 
of coastal protection works at the Murrough in Wicklow town; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23568/19]

11/06/2019WRK01900198. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status 
of coastal protection works at north beach in Arklow; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23569/19]

11/06/2019WRK02000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I propose to take Questions Nos. 197 and 198 together.

In relation to coastal protection/erosion generally, it is a matter in the first instance for local 
authorities to identify and prioritise problems along their coastlines and, if a viable solution is 
available, they may undertake works using their own resources or, if necessary, apply for fund-
ing under the OPW Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme.   

The OPW operates the Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme, un-
der which applications for funding from local authorities are considered for measures costing 
up to €750,000 in each instance. Funding for coastal erosion risk management studies may also 
be applied for under this scheme. Funding of up to 90% of the cost is available for projects 
which meet the eligibility criteria including a requirement that the proposed measures are cost 
beneficial.    

The OPW has published guidelines for coastal erosion risk management measures and 
funding applications under the Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme, 
available on the OPW website at https://www.opw.ie.   

The OPW has already provided considerable funding support to Wicklow County Council 
in relation to protecting the North and South beaches at Arklow and the Murrough, Wicklow 
town.

Funding of €70,000 was approved in 2010 under the Minor Works scheme for proposed capi-
tal works to strengthen the existing revetment structure at Arklow north beach.  Further funding 
of €42,600 was approved under the Minor Works scheme in 2015 to undertake strengthening 
work on a coastal embankment at Arklow south beach.

Wicklow County Council also submitted an application for funding under the Minor Works 
scheme for further proposed works at Arklow north beach originally in 2016 and subsequently 
with two revised versions of this application in 2017.  The application was for proposed main-
tenance works to an existing revetment (rock armour structure). The OPW advised the Council 
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that the application could not be approved because the proposal did not meet certain criteria, 
including the cost benefit criteria, of the scheme.  The Council was also advised that it may be 
more appropriate for it to seek funding for a detailed coastal erosion and flood risk management 
study to better understand the coastal processes involved in the wider region and to inform any 
further applications for funding for works. No further application has been received to date. 

In March 2016 the OPW approved funding of €450,000 to Wicklow County Council to 
carry out emergency coastal protection works at the Murrough in Wicklow town. Works have 
been completed and all funding has been drawn down.  No further application has been submit-
ted for works at this location.

I visited the areas myself and I am familiar with the issues. The OPW will continue to work 
constructively with Wicklow County Council on this matter and to provide advice and assis-
tance to the Council as required.

11/06/2019WRK02200Office of Public Works Projects

11/06/2019WRK02300199. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the reason 
key environmental stakeholders such as an organisation (details supplied) were not contacted 
regarding the consultation on the strategy for the Phoenix Park; the reason the OPW did not 
provide online access to the full report when requested by multiple bodies that highlighted that 
the lack of access was a barrier to their ability to participate effectively in the consultation; 
when screening for appropriate assessment under Article 6(3) of the habitats directive was or 
will be undertaken; when and the way in which the obligations under the EU SEA directive will 
be assessed in view of the timeframes indicated by the OPW for the advancement of planning 
applications which are perceived to not make it credible that there is an intention to afford the 
time necessary to address those obligations should they arise; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23697/19]

11/06/2019WRK02400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Draft Phoenix Park Visitor Experience Strategic Review, which was on 
display in the Phoenix Park Visitor Centre, was commissioned to examine how visitors cur-
rently experience the facilities on offer within the Phoenix Park. The purpose of this review 
was to identify areas for potential future enhancement of the Phoenix Park that would improve 
the visitor experience for all users. It was developed with reference to the core principles of 
the ‘Conservation Management Plan for the Phoenix Park’, which remains unchanged by this 
process. 

It should be emphasised that the draft review is not a formal development plan or strategy 
for the Phoenix Park. It is not part of a formal statutory process of any kind. The OPW ensures 
at all times that it complies in full with all Directives including Article 6(3) of the Habitat’s 
Directive as it applies to the Phoenix Park and this has been taken as a given in undertaking the 
review.

 The Draft Review was on public display for ten weeks in order to facilitate observations 
and comments from the public. It was considered that the Phoenix Park Visitor Centre was the 
best, most centrally located, venue for a public exhibition of information in respect of the Draft 
Phoenix Park Visitor Experience Strategic Review.  The full Draft Review and an executive 
summary were also available to view at the Visitor Centre. For those who were not in a position 
to view the exhibition in person, a comprehensive Executive Summary of the Report and a pdf 
of all the exhibition panels has been available for download from the Phoenix Park website.  
Libraries, community groups, residents associations, schools, sporting bodies, charities and all 
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other interested parties can still download this material for free and share with their members. 
OPW remains open to, and indeed welcomes, any further observations and comments from any 
party. The executive summary and detailed information panels were created to provide a clear 
summation of the key elements of the draft review with which it was hoped that the public 
would engage. It was believed that this would assist the public in considering the core findings 
and the ideas proposed in the draft review.

Following a review of the observations and comments received from the public, the OPW 
will consider how best to advance a strategy of enhancement of visitor experience in the Phoe-
nix Park. Any conservation projects or proposed developments arising from this draft review 
will be subject to the necessary regulatory and legislative requirements and go through the 
full planning permission process where necessary.

11/06/2019WRK02500Office of Public Works Projects

11/06/2019WRK02600200. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans to 
ensure the consultation on the strategic vision for the Phoenix Park will be extended and the full 
report made available online with supporting documents and screening determinations required 
under EU law; if the extended consultation will be re-publicised adequately to ensure there is 
wide public awareness that it has been extended and that the documentation is now available; 
his further plans to ensure the OPW does not act in the future to inhibit the participation of the 
public in its consultations; his plans to censure those responsible for recent consultation and 
their perceived intransigence in responding to public concerns and requests for information; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23698/19]

11/06/2019WRK02700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy 
Kevin Boxer Moran): The Draft Phoenix Park Visitor Experience Strategic Review has been 
on display at the Phoenix Park Visitor Centre and a comprehensive Executive Summary on-
line since 19th March 2019. The period for observations was extended and concluded on the 
29th May 2019 resulting in a ten-week period for observations.

It should be noted that this document is not a formal strategic or statutory document for the 
Phoenix Park nor is it a development plan. It is an independent review of visitor experience at 
the Phoenix Park which makes suggestions as to how visitor experience could be enhanced in 
the future. OPW was seeking the public’s observations on the main ideas in the independent Re-
view but it must be emphasised that these are nothing more than ideas at this stage. Therefore, 
there are no screening determinations associated with such a report. All such issues would be 
addressed fully in the design and planning permission processes associated with any proposed 
developments which might be advanced in the future.

 The public engagement with the Review has been extensive and there are no plans to extend 
the observation period at this stage.  Nevertheless if any party wishes to see the full content of 
the draft Review this can be easily facilitated.  OPW remains open, and indeed welcomes, any 
further comment, or observations from any party in relation to the Review.

Essentially OPW considered it appropriate to bring the key draft findings of the review into 
the public domain in order to ensure that the public had an opportunity to engage with the ideas at 
this very early stage of the process.  Local representatives, stakeholders, community groups, 
and the press were informed about the Draft Phoenix Park Visitor Experience Strategic Review 
and the public display.
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11/06/2019WRK02800Office of Public Works Properties

11/06/2019WRK02900201. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of OPW residential properties vacant in County Kerry; the length of time these proper-
ties have been vacant; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23792/19]

11/06/2019WRK03000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Commissioners of Public Works, on behalf of the State, manage a large 
and diverse property portfolio, which ranges from office accommodation to heritage properties, 
visitor centres, Garda stations, among others.  As is typical of such large portfolios, there will 
always be a number of properties, at any given time, that are vacant.  

The majority of the properties currently vacant are those Garda stations closed under the 
2012/2013 policing plans of An Garda Síochána.  The remainder consists of properties such as 
customs posts, former coastguard stations and sundry other properties located throughout the 
country.  

At present, there are in the region of four properties that are currently vacant in County 
Kerry.  These are former Garda stations with attached married quarters, with the exception of 
the Ballylongford property, which has a detached married quarters.  These properties are in poor 
condition and not currently suitable for residential occupation.  The list of properties and length 
the properties are vacant is as follows:

Property Length of Time   Vacant   
Former Garda Station and Married Quar-
ters, Brosna, Co. Kerry   

6 years    

Former Garda Station and Married Quar-
ters, Camp, Co. Kerry   

6 years    

Former Garda Station and Married Quar-
ters, Moyvane, Co. Kerry   

7 years   

Former Married Quarters, Ballylongford, 
Co. Kerry

7 years 

The Commissioners of Public Works continually review properties in State ownership in 
line with the OPW’s policy on surplus vacant property.

The OPW policy with regard to non-operational (vacant) State property, including the prop-
erties in County Kerry is to:

1. Identify if the property is required/suitable for alternative State use by either Government 
Departments or the wider public sector.

2. If there is no other State use identified for a property, the OPW will then consider dis-
posing of the property on the open market if and when conditions prevail, in order to generate 
revenue for the Exchequer.

3. If no State requirement is identified or if a decision is taken not to dispose of a particular  
property, the OPW may consider community involvement (subject to a detailed written submis-
sion, which would indicate that the community/voluntary group has the means to insure, main-
tain and manage the property and that there are no ongoing costs for the Exchequer).

11/06/2019WRK03100Public Sector Pensions
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11/06/2019WRK03200202. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
lump sum a person (details supplied) received on retirement from the public sector in 2015 was 
a lesser amount due to FEMPI; if so, if and when the person will receive the difference as part 
of the unwinding of FEMPI; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24221/19]

11/06/2019WRK03300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I would ad-
vise the Deputy that I cannot comment on the details of the case covered by the question as the 
particular public service pension scheme involved has not been specified. However, I would 
note in that regard that while I have administrative responsibility for the Civil Service Pension 
Schemes, I exercise a central policy/authorisation role in relation to all other public service 
pension schemes. 

I will comment on the general point raised by the Deputy.

Public servants who retired from March 2012 onwards had the FEMPI (No. 2) Act 2009 pay 
reductions reflected in the salary rates that were used to calculate their pension benefits. How-
ever, in accordance with the protection known as the second ‘grace period’, they did not have 
the FEMPI 2013 reductions (imposed on 1 July 2013 on public servants on annual remuneration 
above €65,000) so reflected, even if those reductions were imposed on their salaries while serv-
ing. Accordingly, for a public servant who retired after implementation of the FEMPI 2013 pay 
reductions (assuming he or she was affected by those reductions), his or her retirement pension 
and lump sum were calculated not on the basis of the lower salary rates in payment to serving 
employees at the date of his or her retirement but on the salary rates in payment on 1 January 
2010.

Section 6.2 of the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018 - 2020 (PSSA) committed the 
Government to adopting an equitable approach to various public service pensioner cohorts dif-
ferentiated by date of retirement, in the context of the resumption of pay parity for the duration 
of the PSSA. 

Thus, for public servants retiring from 1 March 2012 onwards, to the extent that they retired 
on FEMPI reduced salaries when compared with public servants who retired from the same 
grade/payscale point before that date, they will receive, for the duration of the PSSA, pension 
increases in line with the pay increases due to their peers currently in employment. 

In accordance with normal public service pension arrangements, retirement lump sums are 
calculated on the rates of salary that a public servant is in receipt of at time of retirement (with 
the exception of the ‘grace period’ protection I have described above). There is no provision 
to review historical retirement lump sum payments in the context of the unwinding of FEMPI.

11/06/2019WRK03400Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

11/06/2019WRK03500203. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to restore 
grants for third level students to study Irish in the Gaeltacht as part of their undergraduate de-
gree courses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23201/19]

11/06/2019WRK03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The decision to stop the Gael-
tacht placement grants was taken during the economic crisis when, unfortunately, very difficult 
decisions had to be made to stabilise the nation’s finances.  At the time, priority was given to 
protecting resources for front line education services as far as possible.

While there is no provision currently in my Department’s budget for this grant or an element 
thereof in 2019, because of ongoing budgetary pressures which continue to be acute, the matter 
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remains under consideration in my Department. 

To assist with the costs of the Gaeltacht placement, students who are in receipt of a student 
grant which includes a 100% fee grant, or who would have qualified for a full fee grant but for 
the Free Fees Scheme, can apply for funding towards travel and accommodation costs under the 
field trip element of a fee grant, subject to the normal terms and conditions of the student grant 
scheme.  Apart from this, in circumstances of particular need, students may apply for support 
under the Student Assistance Fund.  Information in relation to this fund is available through the 
Access Officer in the third level institution attended.

11/06/2019WRK03700Physical Education

11/06/2019WRK03800204. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the recom-
mended time for physical education per week at all class levels is being complied with by all 
post-primary schools. [23305/19]

11/06/2019WRK03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Junior Cycle Physical Edu-
cation

Under the new Framework, schools may choose to incorporate a new Short Course in Physi-
cal Education (PE) into their junior cycle programme, either for certification purposes (which 
was not available previously) or not for certification. Alternatively, they may choose not to opt 
for the new course and may instead continue to use existing courses or choose other approaches 
to meet the requirements in this area. Schools may also decide to provide the PE short course in 
addition to their existing programmes. Circular 0079/2018, Arrangements for the Implementa-
tion of the Framework for Junior Cycle, states that schools should provide a minimum of 135 
hours of PE spread across first, second and third year (i.e. the most common current allocation 
of PE provided by schools – two class periods per week).

The new short course in PE aims to develop students as knowledgeable, skilful and creative 
participants who are confident and competent to perform in a range of activities safely. The 
course aims to build students’ appreciation of the importance of health-enhancing and inclusive 
physical activity and a commitment to it now and in the future. 

Senior Cycle

Under the current Rules and Programme for Secondary Schools, PE should form part of the 
curriculum. The syllabus in PE have been developed on the basis of a time allocation of two 
hours per week. In addition, the Department is currently working on two developments that will 
impact PE at senior cycle: 

Leaving Certificate Physical Education

A new specification for Leaving Certificate Physical Education (LCPE) has been developed 
by the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment and approved by the Minister. This is 
a full subject that can be assessed as a Leaving Certificate subject in a manner similar to other 
subjects such as Maths and Irish. LCPE is currently being introduced on a phased basis to 64 
schools nationally. The new subject will be available as a full (optional) subject to all post-
primary schools from September 2020.    

LCPE is designed to be taught in approximately 180 hours. It is recommended that of the 
five suggested class periods a week, a double period per week should be included to facilitate 
learners’ active participation in the three physical activities. 
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Senior Cycle Physical Education Framework

In addition to the specification for examinable LCPE at Senior Cycle, a Framework for Se-
nior Cycle Physical Education (SCPE) has been designed to provide schools with a framework 
within which they can design a PE programme for those students who do not choose to take 
LCPE as part of their Leaving Certificate examination. 

There are 40 post-primary schools participating in the phase 1 rollout of the Framework. 
The Framework is available now to all schools for their consideration in planning senior cycle 
PE. It will replace the guidelines set out in the Rules and Programmes for Secondary Schools 
which currently forms the basis for PE at senior cycle.

The Framework is designed to be taught over the two or three years of senior cycle educa-
tion.  It is recommended that a double period or its equivalent per week is made available as a 
minimum requirement for teaching the Framework.

11/06/2019WRK04000Oideachas Gaeltachta

11/06/2019WRK04100205. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den an Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna cad 
é líon agus cad iad ainmneacha na scoileanna sna limistéir pleanála teanga Ghaeltachta atá 
rannpháirteach sa Scéim Aitheantais Scoileanna Gaeltachta ag an bpointe seo, de réir limistéar 
agus i bhfoirm tábla; cad é líon agus cad iad ainmneacha na scoileanna nár chuir isteach ar an 
scéim go fóill agus cén chúis ábhartha a thug na scoileanna sin; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas 
ina thaobh. [24165/19]

11/06/2019WRK04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): - Tá líon na mbunscoileanna 
agus na niar-bhunscoileanna sna limistéir pleanála teanga Ghaeltachta atá rannpháirteach sa 
Scéim Aitheantais Scoileanna Gaeltachta ag an bpointe seo leagtha amach sa doiciméad cean-
gailte.  Tá líon na scoileanna nár chuir isteach ar an Scéim go fóill leagtha amach i gcolún ar 
leith sa Tábla freisin. 

- Tá ainmneacha na mbunscoileanna agus na niar-bhunscoileanna atá páirteach sa Scéim ar 
fáil      ar naisc ghréasáin na Roinne Oideachais agus Scileanna ag: 

https://www.education.ie/en/The-Education-System/Policy-on-Gaeltacht-Educa-
tion-2017-2022/scoileanna-rannphairteach-sa-sceim-aitheantais-scoileanna-gael-
tachta-2018-bunscoileanna-.pdf  https://www.education.ie/en/The-Education-System/
Policy-on-Gaeltacht-Education-2017-2022/scoileanna-rannphairteach-sa-sceim-aitheantais-
scoileanna-gaeltachta-2018-iar-bhunscoileanna-.pdf  

Níl ainmneacha na scoileanna nár roghnaigh páirt a ghlacadh sa Scéim go fóill foilsithe ag 
an Roinn Oideachais agus Scileanna mar cuirfear deiseanna eile ar fáil do na scoileanna seo 
páirt a ghlacadh sa Scéim.

Thuairiscigh na scoileanna gurb iad seo a leanas na cúiseanna nár chuir siad isteach ar an 
Scéim go dtí seo:

- Cultúr agus traidisiún fada ag scoileanna a bheith ag teagasc trí mheán an Bhéarla agus is 
trí Bhéarla a fuair formhór na dtuismitheoirí a gcuid oideachais.

- Easpa muiníne agus inniúlachta sa Ghaeilge ag múinteoirí an tumoideachas a chur i bh-
feidhm

- Easpa phobal Gaeltachta i gceantar na scoile le líon beag cainteoirí dúchais nó gan aon 



11 June 2019

91

chainteoir dúchais sa phobal

- Easpa tuisceana i measc múinteoirí agus tuismitheoirí maidir leis an luaththumoideachas, 
agus imní orthu nach mbeadh ach Gaeilge amháin ar siúl ar feadh dhá bhliain, agus go mbeadh 
caighdeán Bhéarla na ndaltaí thíos leis

- Imní nach n-éireodh le daltaí le riachtanais speisialta oideachais sa suíomh tumoideachais

- Imní ar mhúinteoirí go dtitfeadh rollachán na ndaltaí sa scoil. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-06-11_pq205-11-06-19_en.pdf”>Supporting Documentation</a>]

11/06/2019WRK04300State Examinations

11/06/2019WRK04400206. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if any ju-
nior or leaving certificate examinations will be assessed by computers or online instead of by 
written scripts read by examiners in the 2019 academic year; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23207/19]

11/06/2019WRK04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions.

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

11/06/2019WRK04600Departmental Properties

11/06/2019WRK04700207. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number, 
location and value of lands acquired by his Department by way of CPO in the past three years 
to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23240/19]

11/06/2019WRK04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department does not have 
statutory Compulsory Purchase Order powers but Local Authorities have used their powers to 
assist in the acquisition of land for educational use. 

While the CPO process has been used previously for school site acquisitions with the as-
sistance of local authorities, it is generally only suitable when all efforts to acquire the site by 
agreement and the acquisition of all other viable site options have been unsuccessful.  

CPOs have also been used to overcome title issues associated with sites or access to sites.   

Two CPOs by local authorities in respect of lands for educational use have completed in the 
past three years to date:

1. CPO by Louth County Council in respect of a circa 7 acre portion of school site at 
Dundalk.  The acquisition cost in this respect was €965,000 plus VAT.  The onward transfer of 
the entire school site into my ownership has not yet completed.

2. CPO by South Dublin County Council (SDCC) in respect of a small portion of a school 
site in Knocklyon.  The school site was in SDCC ownership and this CPO was for SDCC’s title 
regularisation purposes.  The consideration paid to SDCC was in respect of the purchase of the 
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overall school site and was not a CPO cost to my Department. 

11/06/2019WRL00200School Services Staff

11/06/2019WRL00300208. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Education and Skills his 
plans to regularise the employment of school secretaries nationally; if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that only 10% of school secretaries are employed directly by his Department 
while the other 90% are paid from school funding that should be otherwise used for running the 
schools; if the situation will be corrected; if the necessary security of employment and parity of 
employment as enjoyed by the other 10% of existing school secretaries will be provided; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [23267/19]

11/06/2019WRL00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I recognise the very important 
work done by school secretaries, and indeed by other support staff, in the running of our schools 
and I am grateful to them for the contribution they make to our education system.  I have spoken 
to a number of school secretaries about their employment conditions and understand the issues 
they have raised.

I have recently relaxed the moratorium for those C&C and ETB schools with enrolments of 
700 and more which allow them to employ an additional School Secretaries up to a maximum 
of two per school. There are 91 schools in the C&C and ETB Sector who meet this criteria, 
based on the information currently available to this Department. This is an initial step and has 
taken immediate effect.

Schemes were initiated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of Clerical Officers and Care-
takers in schools.  The schemes were withdrawn completely in 2008.  

These schemes have been superseded by the more extensive capitation grant schemes.  The 
current grant scheme was agreed in the context of the Programme for Economic and Social 
Progress, published in 1991.  

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools now receive assistance to provide 
for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under these grant schemes.  It is a matter for 
each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular needs. 
Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff taken on 
to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility for the 
pay and conditions rests with the school. 

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers, including through an indepen-
dent arbitration process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 
10% between 2016 and 2019 for staff and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 be phased in 
over that period.  This arbitration agreement covers the period up to 31 December 2019.  

The arbitration agreement was designed to be of greatest benefit to lower-paid secretaries 
and caretakers. For example, a Secretary or Caretaker who was paid the then minimum wage of 
€8.65 per hour in 2015 prior to the arbitration has from 1 January 2019, been paid €13 per hour 
which is a 50% increase in that individual’s hourly pay. 

Officials from my Department attended a meeting of the Joint Committee on Education and 
Skills on 9 April to discuss the status of non-teaching staff.

Officials from my Department recently had discussions with Fórsa trade union representa-
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tives as part of a planned meeting.  Fórsa took the opportunity to formally table a pay claim.  

This was tabled as a follow-on claim from the current pay agreement for this cohort of staff 
which lasts until December 2019. The Department will seek to establish the full current cost of 
the trade union’s claim. This is standard practice.

 Fórsa’s claim will be fully considered once the current costings have been determined on 
completion of the survey.  The Department is fully open to having further dialogue with Fórsa 
once this work has been undertaken.

11/06/2019WRL00500Legislative Programme

11/06/2019WRL00600209. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
parent and student charter Bill; when he plans to progress the Bill; the reason for the delays to 
date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23275/19]

11/06/2019WRL00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In January 2018, the Govern-
ment approved the formal drafting of an Education (Parent and Student Charter) Bill. Since 
then, my Department has been working on the formal drafting of the Bill in conjunction with 
Office of the Parliamentary Counsel (OPC) and it is expected that this process will be com-
pleted shortly. The drafting process has involved a significant level of engagement between my 
Department and the OPC.

As soon as the drafting process is complete, it is my intention to seek Government approval 
for the publication of the Bill and the presentation of the Bill to the Dáil.

11/06/2019WRL00800Schools Building Projects Status

11/06/2019WRL00900210. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress being 
made on the planning and development of a new site for a college (details supplied) further to 
his visit to Edenderry, County Offaly, on 4 May 2018 in which he gave a commitment to prog-
ress the application. [23284/19]

11/06/2019WRL01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The building project for the 
school referred to by the Deputy is in the process of being devolved for delivery to Laois and 
Offaly Education and Training Board (LOETB). 

My Department will shortly be making the necessary arrangements to enter into a Ser-
vice Level Agreement with LOETB.  This is the first step to initiate the delivery of the proj-
ect.  Thereafter, the ETB will procure a design team for the project to design the buildings, ob-
tain the necessary statutory planning permissions and move the project onward to construction 
in due course. As the project is at an early stage in the delivery process, it is not possible at this 
time to give a date for its completion. 

11/06/2019WRL01100Special Educational Needs Service Provision

11/06/2019WRL01200211. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Education and Skills if provision can 
be made for a person (details supplied) in an autism unit when the person transfers to secondary 
school in September 2020. [23287/19]
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11/06/2019WRL01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): It is the policy of my Depart-
ment that all children with Special Educational Needs, including those with Autism, can have 
access to an education appropriate to their needs, preferably in school settings through the pri-
mary and post primary school network. 

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum. 

The greater proportion of children with Autism attend mainstream classes, but some require 
the environment of a special class or special school. This decision is based a recommendation 
contained within a professional assessment in consultation with the National Council for Spe-
cial Education (NCSE).

Students enrolling in specialised placements must have a report from a relevant professional 
or team of professionals stating that: 

- S/he has a disability (in line with the designation of the special placement in question) and

- S/he has significant learning needs that require the support of a specialised setting and the 
reasons why this is the case.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a statutory function to plan and 
co-ordinate the provision of education and support services to children with special educational 
needs including Autism, in consultation with the relevant education partners and the Health 
Service Executive (HSE). This includes the establishment of special class and special school 
placements in various geographical areas where there is an identified need.

Since 2011, the NCSE has increased the number of special classes from 548 in 2011 to 
1,459 across the country now, of which 1,196 are Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) special 
classes.  Details of all special classes for children with special educational needs are available 
by county on the NCSE website www.ncse.ie.  

In Co. Kildare, there are currently 4 special schools and 75 special classes in mainstream 
schools, including 6 ASD Early Intervention classes, 46 primary ASD classes and 15 ASD post 
primary ASD classes.  

The NCSE has informed my Department that they intend to establish approx. 160 new ASD 
Special Classes nationally for 2019/20 school year to meet currently identified need.

In order to identify need in the area for forthcoming school years, the NCSE refer to profes-
sional reports indicating students require the support of a special class. In this regard Parents/
Guardians of students with ASD seeking a special class placement should provide the relevant 
professional report to their local Special Educational Needs Organiser (SENO) to inform the 
planning process. 

Parents/guardians who may need advice or are experiencing difficulties in locating a school 
placement should contact their local SENO who can assist in identifying an appropriate educa-
tional placement for their child. Contact details are available on www.ncse.ie . 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) published transitional guidelines for 
children with special needs. These wide-ranging and comprehensive guidelines provide advice 
and tips for parents, students and schools covering the transitions between all stages of educa-
tion, including the transition from primary to post-primary - Guidelines on Moving from Pri-
mary to Post-Primary School.  These Guidelines are available at www.ncse.ie.
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11/06/2019WRL01400Schools Building Projects Status

11/06/2019WRL01500212. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the planned extension to a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [23299/19]

11/06/2019WRL01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The process of Pre-Qualifica-
tion of contractors for the project in question is underway.  The Pre-qualification process culmi-
nates in the compilation of shortlists of suitable candidates for each respective discipline. The 
Department has recently authorised the Design Team to complete the pre-qualification process.

When the Pre-Qualification process is completed the project will then be progressed to ten-
der stage which normally takes between 7 and 8 months to complete. 

11/06/2019WRL01700Schools Building Projects Status

11/06/2019WRL01800213. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the planned extension to a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [23300/19]

11/06/2019WRL01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The process of Pre-Qualifica-
tion of contractors for the project in question is underway.  The Pre-qualification process culmi-
nates in the compilation of shortlists of suitable candidates for each respective discipline. The 
Department has recently authorised the Design Team to complete the pre-qualification process.

When the Pre-Qualification process is completed the project will then be progressed to ten-
der stage which normally takes between 7 and 8 months to complete. 

11/06/2019WRL02000Schools Building Projects Status

11/06/2019WRL02100214. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the planned extension to a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [23301/19]

11/06/2019WRL02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning Stage 2b (Detailed 
Design), which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of tender 
documents.   

The Design Team is currently working on preparing the applications for the statutory ap-
provals, namely, Planning Permission, Disability Access Certificate and Fire Safety Certificate 
and expect to be in a position to lodge the planning application shortly.

Concurrently, authorisation has issued for the relocation and decant of the temporary accom-
modation element of this project and planning permission in respect of this has recently been 
received. 

Once all statutory approvals have been received the Design Team will work on finalising the 
Stage 2b report which will be submitted through the Board of Management to my Department.  

Upon completion and review of the Stage 2(b) submission, the project will then be autho-
rised to complete pre-qualification of Contractors.  Pre-qualification normally takes between 8 



Questions - Written Answers

96

and 12 weeks to complete.  

When pre-qualification is complete the project will then be progressed to tender stage. A 
tender stage normally takes between 7 and 8 months to complete. 

11/06/2019WRL02300Schools Building Projects Status

11/06/2019WRL02400215. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the planned extension to a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [23302/19]

11/06/2019WRL02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The project referred to by the 
Deputy has been devolved for delivery to the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA).

I can inform the Deputy that the NDFA has started preparations for the appointment of a 
design team for the project. This appointment will be a key first step in the design and construc-
tion stages. While at this early stage it is not possible to provide a timeline for completion of 
the project, the NDFA will be engaging directly with the school authority to keep it informed 
of progress.

11/06/2019WRL02600Schools Building Projects Status

11/06/2019WRL02700216. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the planned extension to a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [23303/19]

11/06/2019WRL02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The project referred to by the 
Deputy has been devolved for delivery to the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA).

I can inform the Deputy that the NDFA has started preparations for the appointment of a 
design team for the project. This appointment will be a key first step in the design and construc-
tion stages. While at this early stage it is not possible to provide a timeline for completion of 
the project, the NDFA will be engaging directly with the school authority to keep it informed 
of progress.

11/06/2019WRL02900Special Educational Needs Staff Data

11/06/2019WRL03000217. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
number of special needs assistants employed in County Donegal; the estimated net increase for 
the next academic year; the number of SNAs employed in County Donegal in each of the years 
2012 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form, for both primary and secondary school sec-
tors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23316/19]

11/06/2019WRL03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I announced on 27 May that 
792 additional SNA posts will be allocated to schools for the beginning of the 2019/20 school 
year, with up to 130 additional posts expected to be allocated by December 2019.

By the end of this year, there will be up to 15,950 SNAs working in our schools, an increase 
of over 51% since 2011. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum 
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of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the as-
sessed care needs of children qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE takes account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource. 

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.  

The closing date for receipt of appeals in regard to SNA allocations is Friday 27 September 
2019.

The NCSE publishes the allocations for individual schools for each school year and this 
information is available on its website, www.ncse.ie.

11/06/2019WRL03200Student Assistance Fund

11/06/2019WRL03300218. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills 
the amount of the student assistance fund ring-fenced for specific groups of students; if it will 
continue to be ring-fenced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23324/19]

11/06/2019WRL03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Student Assistance Fund 
(SAF) provides financial assistance to students experiencing financial difficulties while attend-
ing third level. Students can be assisted towards the rent, childcare costs, transport costs and 
books/class materials.

The core allocation in 2018/2019 was €8.1 million.  An additional €1m was added to the 
Fund in 2017 which is specifically ring-fenced for part-time students who are lone-parents or 
members of the other access target groups. Prior to that the fund supported full-time students 
only. There are no plans at present to change this.

In December 2018 specifically for the 2018/19 academic year, a further €1 million was 
added to the Fund for students attending Professional Masters of Education courses, who are 
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experiencing financial difficulty.

The total 2018/2019 allocation for the SAF was €10.1 million.

11/06/2019WRL03500Student Assistance Fund

11/06/2019WRL03600219. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills 
the number of students who received the student assistance fund in each of the years 2012 to 
2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23325/19]

11/06/2019WRL03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Student Assistance Fund 
(SAF) provides financial assistance to students experiencing financial difficulties while attend-
ing third level. Students can be assisted towards the rent, childcare costs, transport costs and 
books/class materials.

In 2012/2013 the number of students who availed of the SAF was 17,840.  This increase was 
due to a once-off supplementary funding which was given in the context of long grant delays/
issues encountered by Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) in its initial year of operation.

SAF recipients for subsequent years were as follows:  

2013/2014: 15,166 students; 2014/2015: 14,959 students; 2015/2016: 15,772 students; 
2016/2017: 16,019 students; 2017/2018: 14,156 students.

While the numbers of recipients decreased in 2017/18 the allocation to the Student Assis-
tance Fund has increased. In 2016/2017 almost €8m was allocated for the Student Assistance 
Fund (SAF).  In 2017/2018 SAF was extended to support part-time students who are lone par-
ents and from other target groups in the National Access Plan by adding a further €1m to the 
Fund. A total of €9.1m was allocated through the Student Assistance Fund (SAF) in 2017/2018.

 In December 2018 a further €1 million was added to the Fund for students attending Profes-
sional Masters of Education courses, who are experiencing financial difficulty.

11/06/2019WRL03800Third Level Participation

11/06/2019WRL03900220. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills 
the number of students enrolled in higher education in each of the years 2012 to 2018; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [23326/19]

11/06/2019WRL04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The information requested by 
the Deputy for the years 2012 - 2017 is available in the table. Data for the 2018/2019 academic 
year is being finalised and will be available later this year. These figures include students en-
rolled at HEA-funded institutions only.

Academic Year
Level/
Mode

2011/2012 2012/2013 2013/2014 2014/2015 2015/2016 2016/2017 2017/2018

Full-time 
Postgradu-
ate

21804 21186 21819 21926 22637 23092 23819
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Academic Year
Part-time 
Postgradu-
ate

12812 14015 14490 15139 15057 15645 16307

Total Post-
graduate

34616 35201 36309 37065 37694 38737 40126

Full-time 
Undergrad-
uate

142483 145451 148545 151360 156717 157518 159823

Part-time 
Undergrad-
uate

21242 20627 21236 20897 22192 21988 23794

Total Un-
dergraduate

163725 166078 169781 172257 178909 179506 183617

Total En-
rolments

198341 201279 206090 209322 216603 218243 223743

11/06/2019WRL04100Summer Works Scheme Applications

11/06/2019WRL04200221. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 95 of 28 May 2019, when funds will be released to a school (details 
supplied) for the summer works scheme 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23327/19]

11/06/2019WRL04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am delighted to confirm that 
the school to which the Deputy refers was successful in obtaining grant funding under the 2019 
Summer Works Scheme.  This project has been devolved to the school authority for delivery.  

Payment of the grant will be made to the School Authority in two moieties. The first pay-
ment will be for 70% of the grant amount, when the works have commenced on site, and the 
second and final payment will be for the remaining 30% of the grant amount. Such payments 
will be paid subject to compliance with the conditions as set out in Appendix B of the approval 
letter issued via Esinet to the school authorities. 

11/06/2019WRL04400School Staff

11/06/2019WRL04500222. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
employment control framework as it relates to the appointment of staff in the primary, sec-
ondary and post-secondary education systems; and if appointments can be made by the seven 
universities without reference to the employment control framework from 1 January 2019. 
[23344/19]

11/06/2019WRL04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In Budget 2015, the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform announced that the existing Employment Control Frame-
works (ECF) and associated moratoriums would be lifted and replaced with a system of del-
egated sanction for managing public service staffing numbers, subject to pay ceilings and other 
controls.  This arrangement was put in place for the Education Sector in November 2015 ex-
cluding Higher Education which is still subject to the Employment Control Framework.  My 
Department will continue to work with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform on 
future staffing frameworks/agreement for Higher Education. 

A condition of the ECF is that core staffing levels should be achieved in a balanced man-
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ner across the grading structure and should not be concentrated at either the lower or higher 
grade levels or at either academic or non-academic grades i.e. the framework should not result 
in ‘grade-drift’ within institutions. There is no restraint with regard to staffing levels in any 
particular departments within an institution. As autonomous bodies institutions are responsible 
for managing the staffing levels within their departments in line with the conditions of the ECF 
and HR practices generally.

11/06/2019WRL04700Points System Reform

11/06/2019WRL04800223. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
recent proposals (details supplied) to grant CAO points for students’ civic activity; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [23347/19]

11/06/2019WRL04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Universities and Institutes of 
Technology in Ireland are statutorily independent higher education institutions.  Admission is 
a matter for each individual institution and the Department of Education and Skills does not 
have the authority to intervene in the admissions process.  The higher education institutions 
have delegated to the Central Applications Office (CAO) the task of processing applications to 
their first year undergraduate courses, and this is carried out by the CAO in a manner intended 
to ensure transparency and fairness for all candidates. The decision to offer a place is made by 
the HEI in question and not the CAO.

The National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) is currently engaged in a 
comprehensive review of Senior Cycle, a process informed by Junior Cycle reform. The NCCA 
is working particularly closely with students, parents and teachers in a representative sample of 
41 schools. The feedback from this direct engagement is helping to inform an extensive series 
of consultation events being held around the country. The first of the consultation processes fo-
cused on the purpose of senior cycle and futures thinking, with the second consultation process 
focusing on pathways and flexibility. 

The review will identify: 

- the positives and negatives elements of the current system; 

- what learners need to gain from Senior Cycle to succeed and actively participate in an 
ever-changing world; 

- how we can ensure that in the future, senior cycle education helps all students achieve their 
full potential; and 

- what learning and experiences should be recognised, reported on and certified. 

The final advisory report is due to be completed by the NCCA this month.

11/06/2019WRM00200Student Data

11/06/2019WRM00300224. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of asy-
lum seekers and refugees in higher education and further education, respectively; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23351/19]

11/06/2019WRM00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The main support available to 
students is the statutory based SUSI grant scheme. In general, persons with refugee, subsidiary 
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protection or leave to remain status can access the same supports as Irish nationals. 

Persons in the asylum process are not eligible to access the statutory based SUSI grant 
scheme. However, the administratively based Pilot Support Scheme provides supports along 
similar lines to the SUSI grant scheme and is available to persons in the asylum, subsidiary 
protection or leave to remain process. Details of the 2019/20 Pilot Support Scheme can be ac-
cessed at

https://www.education.ie/en/Learners/Services/Pilot-Support-Scheme/Pilot-Support-
Scheme.html 

With regard to statistics, the Higher Education Authority has advised that higher education 
institutions do not collect data on the number of asylum seekers or refugees in higher education. 

There are limited statistics available for students in the further education sector. However, 
the statistics are very much dependant on individual students self-declaring. For 2018, a total of 
1,428 students self-declared as asylum seekers with a further 1,849 self-declaring as refugees.

11/06/2019WRM00500Qualifications Recognition

11/06/2019WRM00600225. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there is a recogni-
tion of prior learning for asylum seekers and refugees; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23352/19]

11/06/2019WRM00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The recognition of prior learn-
ing (RPL) describes a process used to evaluate knowledge or skill acquired outside the formal 
education system for the purpose of recognising competence against a given set of standards, 
competencies or learning outcomes. 

Under the Qualifications and Quality Assurance (Education and Training) Act 2012 indi-
viduals including asylum seekers and refugees can approach Quality and Qualifications Ireland 
(QQI) directly to enquire about RPL opportunities and to seek information on gaining certifica-
tion for existing knowledge, skill or competence.

QQI does not conduct RPL processes itself but relies upon education and training provid-
ers of relevant programmes who have the necessary expertise and experienced RPL assessors. 
These providers can assess learners for the purpose of recognising their existing knowledge, 
skill and competence for the purpose of access to a further or higher education and training 
programme or towards an award.

11/06/2019WRM00800School Services Staff

11/06/2019WRM00900226. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a matter will be 
examined regarding a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23356/19]

11/06/2019WRM01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Officials from my Depart-
ment are looking into this matter and will respond to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WRM01100Teaching Council of Ireland
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11/06/2019WRM01200227. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a matter re-
garding the case of a person (details supplied) will be addressed; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23361/19]

11/06/2019WRM01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the Teaching Council 
Acts the Teaching Council is, since 2006, the body with statutory authority for the registration 
of teachers.

My Department does not have any direct involvement in the registration of teachers by the 
Teaching Council. 

The charging of a registration fee is standard among professional regulatory bodies. The 
fee for initial registration with the Teaching Council is €90. The fee for renewal of registration 
was reduced to €65 per annum from 1 January 2013. This is substantially lower than for many 
other professions. The Teaching Council keeps all matters concerning registrants, such as fees, 
under review.

11/06/2019WRM01400Special Educational Needs Service Provision

11/06/2019WRM01500228. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
for the reduction of special needs assistants in a school (details supplied). [23373/19]

11/06/2019WRM01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.  
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The closing date for receipt of appeals in regard to SNA allocations is Friday 27 September 
2019.

As this question relates to a particular school, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.

11/06/2019WRM01700Physical Education Facilities

11/06/2019WRM01800229. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding avail-
able to second level schools and educators for gymnasium and physical education equipment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23379/19]

11/06/2019WRM01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that my Department provides funding toward the provision of furniture and equipment 
including PE equipment in both primary and post-primary schools. In relation to post-primary 
schools, where my Department provides a sports hall as part of a building project, the equip-
ment provided forms part of the overall furniture and equipment grant to that school. This 
includes funding for appropriate equipment for a fitness suite consisting of exercise bicycles, 
treadmills, a rowing machine and elliptical trainers, as well as general PE equipment.

11/06/2019WRM02000Childcare Services Provision

11/06/2019WRM02100230. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
whether the new inspection and regulatory environment introduced for childcare providers of 
school aged children is reducing the availability of childcare provision; his plans to review the 
new regulations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23388/19]

11/06/2019WRM02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Ministerial responsibility for 
the Childcare regulations concerned rests with my colleague Minister for Children & Youth Af-
fairs, Katherine Zappone T.D.  I understand that it is not expected that the new inspection and 
regulatory environment introduced for childcare providers will result in an overall reduction 
in the number of school-age childcare places.  A public consultation on school age childcare 
regulation has been launched by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs which is open 
until 5th July,  Further information and links to the online survey and call for submissions can 
be found on the DCYA website www.dcya.gov.ie.

11/06/2019WRM02300Special Educational Needs Staff

11/06/2019WRM02400231. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that a school (details supplied) has suffered a significant reduction in 
SNA numbers; and if he will have the matter reviewed. [23422/19]

11/06/2019WRM02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support in the school.

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie  , in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
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needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource. 

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.  

The closing date for receipt of appeals in regard to SNA allocations is Friday 27 September 
2019.

As this question relates to a particular school, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases. 

11/06/2019WRM02600SOLAS Expenditure

11/06/2019WRM02700232. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the level of 
expenditure on travel and subsistence paid out by SOLAS to each ETB since the ETBs were 
formed in 2014; the allocated budget for each year since the formation of each ETB; the spend 
per year for each ETB; the allocated budget per year for each of the FÁS/SOLAS training cen-
tres; the spend per year; when the initial budget was expended and had to be topped up; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [23423/19]

11/06/2019WRM02800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The funding allocation from SOLAS to Education and Training Boards (ETBs) supports the 
delivery of key functions within the further education and training sector. The provision enables 
the management, administration, coordination and delivery of training which is located within 
the overall geographical area of an ETB.  Former SOLAS training centres were transferred to 
11 of the 16 ETBs but all ETBs fund and co-ordinate the delivery of training in their areas.

SOLAS allocates grants in respect of each training programme to the 16 Education Train-
ing Boards which includes provision for the travel and subsistence referred to by the Deputy.  
SOLAS does not make a separate allocation for ETB travel and subsistence.

Details of travel and subsistence expenditure funded from the training budget has been 
sought from the individual ETBs and I have arranged that it will be compiled and forwarded to 
the Deputy when completed.
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11/06/2019WRM02900Schools Building Projects Status

11/06/2019WRM03000233. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the new build-
ing for a school (details supplied) will be completed; the reason for the delays; and the number 
of labourers and tradesmen working on site. [23430/19]

11/06/2019WRM03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am aware of the delays in the 
project to which the Deputy refers which, as he knows, has been devolved for delivery to West-
meath County Council (WCC).  

Significant delays have been experienced in delivering this project.  These arose initially be-
cause the contractor encountered bad unforeseen ground conditions together with severe weath-
er events last year. However, it appears from the latest programme provided by the contractor 
for this project that the building will now not be fully occupied until this coming October. This 
is extremely disappointing and frustrating for all concerned. 

The contractor is responsible for resourcing and programming the construction works in 
question. In that respect, WCC, which is responsible for managing the contract, has expressed 
its disappointment with the level of resources on site and the slow progress of the construction 
programme.

I fully appreciate the anxiety and frustration of all the stakeholders awaiting the completion 
of the Curraghmore project that have been caused by the very significant delays in its delivery. 
I can assure them all that WCC, supported by my Department, is continuing to pursue the con-
tractor for as speedy a delivery of the project as possible.

11/06/2019WRM03200Schools Building Projects Status

11/06/2019WRM03300234. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the fact 
that children diagnosed with autism have to travel to Kinnegad, County Westmeath, twice daily 
to attend school there due to the delay in the completion of a new school (details supplied). 
[23431/19]

11/06/2019WRM03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am aware of the delays in the 
project to which the Deputy refers which, as he knows, has been devolved for delivery to West-
meath County Council (WCC).   

My Department has worked closely with the school authorities and the patron of both 
schools in question to put in place contingency arrangements in the event that the project is 
delayed beyond September 2019. I am very disappointed to say it now appears that the building 
will not be ready then. The school authorities and patron for the relevant school in Kinnegad 
have also kindly agreed to temporarily provide accommodation for a number of special needs 
pupils as an alternative to home tuition for those children. The Department will be providing the 
funding needed to facilitate this arrangement. 

I fully appreciate the anxiety and frustration of all the stakeholders awaiting the completion 
of the Curraghmore project that have been caused by the very significant delays in its delivery. 
I can assure them all that WCC, supported by my Department, is continuing to pursue the con-
tractor for as speedy a delivery of the project as possible. Hopefully the arrangements in ques-
tion will only need to be in place for a very short time.

11/06/2019WRM03500School Starting Age
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11/06/2019WRM03600235. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will consider 
increasing the age at which children start primary school; if he has considered the available 
research on this issue; the considerations to be taken into account when deciding on the starting 
age for primary school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23434/19]

11/06/2019WRM03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In accordance with the Educa-
tion Welfare Act, 2000 the compulsory school starting age in a National School is 6 years of age 
and the Rules for National Schools provide that a child must be at least 4 years of age before 
he/she may be enrolled in a National School. If children are not in school by 6 years of age the 
Education Welfare Service must be satisfied that the child is receiving a minimum standard of 
education in a place other than a recognised school.  

The primary school curriculum is designed as an eight year course, including a two year 
infant cycle followed by six years in standards from first to sixth, with children progressing to 
the next grade at the end of each school year. 

It has been a long standing tradition in Ireland to allow parents, the primary educators of 
children, to choose when is best for their child to enter formal education within the parameters 
outlined above. My Department has recognised and respected the right of parents to make that 
choice and the importance of leaving this choice with parents. 

My Department is aware of research into school readiness which was commissioned by my 
colleague, the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, information on which can be found here:

https://www.dcya.gov.ie/documents/earlyyears/20170118AnExaminationOfConceptsOfSch
oolReadinessAmongParentsEducatorsIreland.PDF

As the Child and Family Agency (TUSLA) is the dedicated Statutory State Agency respon-
sible for improving well-being and outcomes for children, any recommendations and proposals 
to amend the Education (Welfare) Act 2000 should be addressed directly with the Educational 
Welfare Service (EWS) of that body.

11/06/2019WRM03800Emergency Works Scheme Applications

11/06/2019WRM03900236. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a successful grant 
application by a school (details supplied) will be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [23445/19]

11/06/2019WRM04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can advise the Deputy that an 
application for funding under the Department’s Emergency Works Scheme was submitted by 
the school to which he refers. This application, to replace its floors, was deemed to be outside 
the terms of the scheme and was refused.  The correct mechanism for applying for funding for 
works of this nature is my Department’s Summer Works Scheme. This scheme is now open for 
receipt of applications. 

I also wish to advise the Deputy that, as per the Emergency Works Circular 0018/2011, the 
school authority is free to submit an appeal to my Department. This appeal will be considered 
only where additional relevant information is provided.

11/06/2019WRM04100Special Educational Needs Service Provision

11/06/2019WRM04200237. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person (de-
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tails supplied) will be given an appropriate ASD unit for the senior cycle of primary school; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [23448/19]

11/06/2019WRM04300238. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a school 
(details supplied) has no ASD unit for those in the senior cycle in view of the evident need for 
one; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23449/19]

11/06/2019WRM04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 237 and 238 together.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for organising and plan-
ning provision for children with Special Educational Needs, including the establishment of 
special classes in mainstream primary and post primary schools. 

Since 2011, the NCSE has increased the number of special classes from 548 in 2011 to 
1,459 for the 2018/19 school year. 1,196 of these are ASD special classes.

Parents/guardians who may need advice or are experiencing difficulties in locating a school 
placement should contact their local SENO who can assist in identifying an appropriate educa-
tional placement for their child. Contact details are available on www.ncse.ie.  

As the matter raised by the Deputy refers to a particular child, I have arranged for the Dep-
uty’s question to be forwarded to the National Council for Special Education for their attention 
and direct reply.

11/06/2019WRM04600Schools Building Projects Status

11/06/2019WRM04700239. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an ap-
plication by a school (details supplied) since revised stage 2 drawings and details were submit-
ted in February 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23480/19]

11/06/2019WRM04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In April 2018, my Department 
approved funding for the provision of one additional classroom and one Special Education 
Teaching room together with a WC for assisted users at the school to which the Deputy refers.

A Stage 2a submission (detailed design) for this project was received in my Department in 
February, 2019. This was assessed at that time and, following on from this, revised plans and 
costings were requested for submission by the school authority and its Design Team.

This revised submission, dated April 2019, was received in my Department in May 2019 
and is currently being assessed.

When this assessment is completed, my Department will be in contact with the school au-
thority directly.

11/06/2019WRN00200Capitation Grants

11/06/2019WRN00300240. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Education and Skills his 
plans to increase the capitation grants for schools in budget 2020; if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that a number of schools are struggling financially due to the reduced rates of 
grants available under the capitation grants at present; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23487/19]
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11/06/2019WRN00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I fully recognise the need to 
improve capitation funding for schools.

In the period 2011 to 2015 the capitation and related grants for schools were reduced by just 
over 11% in aggregate.  

I am pleased to have been able to provide for a 5% increase in capitation funding for pri-
mary and post primary schools that will apply from the start of the 2019/20 school year. Over 
the course of the school year 2019/20, an additional €10 million will be allocated to primary and 
post primary schools, of which €4 million will be allocated in 2019.

I must be prudent in the context of ongoing budgetary pressures. Where it is not possible to 
do everything that I would like to do in the education sector in any one year I have to prioritise, 
especially in the context of increasing enrolments.

It is my intention to seek funding for further capitation increases in future budgets.

11/06/2019WRN00500Scoileanna DEIS

11/06/2019WRN00600241. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den an Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna an féidir 
leis sonraí a chur ar fáil faoin dul chun cinn atá á dhéanamh aige chun clár DEIS a leasú d’fhonn 
scoileanna breise a chur le líon na scoileanna atá ag glacadh páirt sa scéim faoi láthair; agus an 
ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [23495/19]

11/06/2019WRN00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Tá mo Roinn i mbun anailísiú 
sonraí i láthair na huaire i gcomhthéacs acmhainní atá le leithroinnt d’fhonn riachtanas a 
shainaithnítear a mheaitseáil, lena n-áirítear athróga a scrúdú arb eol iad a bheith ina réamh-
mheastóirí maithe maidir le míbhuntáiste oideachais.  Tá measúnú a dhéanamh ar gach Bun-
scoil agus Iarbhunscoil i láthair na huaire ag baint úsáid as an múnla aitheantais nua. Níl sé i 
gceist an clár DEIS a leathnú chuig aon scoileanna eile go mbeidh an anailís seo curtha i gcrích.

11/06/2019WRN00800School Services Staff

11/06/2019WRN00900242. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to ad-
dress the inequalities existing in the terms and conditions of primary school secretaries em-
ployed under boards of management; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23507/19]

11/06/2019WRN01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I recognise the very important 
work done by school secretaries, and indeed by other support staff, in the running of our schools 
and I am grateful to them for the contribution they make to our education system.  I have spoken 
to a number of school secretaries about their employment conditions and understand the issues 
they have raised.

I have recently relaxed the moratorium for those C&C and ETB schools with enrolments of 
700 and more which allow them to employ an additional School Secretaries up to a maximum 
of two per school. There are 91 schools in the C&C and ETB Sector who meet this criteria, 
based on the information currently available to this Department. This is an initial step and has 
taken immediate effect.

Schemes were initiated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of Clerical Officers and Care-
takers in schools.  The schemes were withdrawn completely in 2008.  
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These schemes have been superseded by the more extensive capitation grant schemes.  The 
current grant scheme was agreed in the context of the Programme for Economic and Social 
Progress, published in 1991.  

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools now receive assistance to provide 
for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under these grant schemes.  It is a matter for 
each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular needs. 
Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff taken on 
to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility for the 
pay and conditions rests with the school. 

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers, including through an indepen-
dent arbitration process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 
10% between 2016 and 2019 for staff and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 be phased in 
over that period.  This arbitration agreement covers the period up to 31 December 2019.  

The arbitration agreement was designed to be of greatest benefit to lower-paid secretaries 
and caretakers. For example, a Secretary or Caretaker who was paid the then minimum wage of 
€8.65 per hour in 2015 prior to the arbitration has from 1 January 2019, been paid €13 per hour 
which is a 50% increase in that individual’s hourly pay. 

Officials from my Department attended a meeting of the Joint Committee on Education and 
Skills on 9 April to discuss the status of non-teaching staff.

Officials from my Department recently had discussions with FÓRSA trade union represen-
tatives as part of a planned meeting. FÓRSA took the opportunity to formally table a pay claim.  

This was tabled as a follow-on claim from the current pay agreement for this cohort of staff 
which lasts until December 2019. The Department will seek to establish the full current cost of 
the trade union’s claim. This is standard practice.

FÓRSA’s claim will be fully considered once the current costings have been determined on 
completion of the survey.  The Department is fully open to having further dialogue with FÓRSA 
once this work has been undertaken.

11/06/2019WRN01100Pupil-Teacher Ratio

11/06/2019WRN01200243. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of additional teaching positions which would be required in primary schools to restore the ap-
pointment figures for the third and fourth mainstream teacher to the level they were at in 2010, 
that is, 49 and 81. [23512/19]

11/06/2019WRN01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Budget 2012 increased the 
appointment and retention ratios for small schools, i.e. schools with four classroom teachers or 
fewer.

Since 2015, measures have been introduced to improve the staffing of these schools which 
has seen improvements in the appointment and retention thresholds for the 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
classroom teacher and more favourable enrolment thresholds for one teacher schools situated 
8km or more from the nearest school of the same type of patronage and/or language of instruc-
tion.
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Budget 2017 announced two adjustments in relation to one teacher schools. Where the 
school is the sole primary school on an island the school will be able to appoint a second 
teacher.  In relation to single teacher schools generally with an enrolment of 15 or more pupils 
the school can apply to the staffing appeal board for a second post where the single teacher has 
children across 6 or more class groups.  

Small schools have also benefitted from the 1 point improvement to the primary staffing 
schedule for all schools implemented in 2016 and again in 2018.  For the current school year, 
the staffing schedule at Primary level operates on a general average of 26 pupils to every 1 
teacher (26:1) which is historically the lowest ever allocation ratio at primary level.

In addition, the staffing process includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit a staff-
ing appeal under certain criteria, including a specific appeal measure for small schools, to the 
Primary Staffing Appeals Board.

The estimated cost of restoring the staffing schedule for small schools to pre-2012 levels 
would be approximately €3.5 million.

11/06/2019WRN01400Schools Data

11/06/2019WRN01500244. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of primary schools which had a teaching staff of one, two or three teachers in 2010 and which 
have since closed following the increase in the appointment figures. [23513/19]

11/06/2019WRN01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The information requested by 
the Deputy is available in the following table.

Number of schools with 3 or fewer teachers in 2010, by year of closure

Year of Closure Schools Closed Schools Amalgam-
ated

Total

2011 3 3 6
2012 7 3 10
2013 4 4 8
2014 6 5 11
2015 6 6 12
2016 3 2 5
2017 2 5 7
2018 3 5 8
Total 34 33 67
School Closure List

Roll Number School Name County Number of 
Teachers in 
2010

Year Closed Amalgam-
ated?

02749V Ballyraggett 
BNS

Kilkenny 3 2018 Yes

07048Q Mohober Na-
tional School

Tipperary 2 2015 Yes
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Roll Number School Name County Number of 
Teachers in 
2010

Year Closed Amalgam-
ated?

08241P Scropul Na-
tional School

Clare 2 2012 Yes

08958O SN An Ean-
aigh Cailíní 

Galway 2 2014 Yes

10191P Coore Na-
tional School

Clare 3 2012 Yes

12626L SN Coill a 
tSidheain

Mayo 2 2017 Yes

13351D Clonigulane 
National 
School

Clare 2 2013 Yes

13478E Droimdio-
gach Nation-
al School

Clare 2 2014 Yes

13944H SN Naomh 
Atrachta

Sligo 2 2011 Yes

13945J Eskaragh Na-
tional School

Mayo 2 2013 Yes

14400S Richmond 
National 
School

Mayo 3 2018 Yes

14425L SN Doire Uí 
Bhriain

Galway 2 2016 Yes

14671D Creevagh 
National 
School

Mayo 2 2018 Yes

14865Q Kilocrann 
National 
School

Mayo 3 2018 Yes

14923E Keenagh Na-
tinal School

Mayo 3 2013 Yes

15007V Party Nation-
al School

Mayo 3 2017 Yes

15327Q Cahermur-
phy National 
School

Clare 2 2013 Yes

16142J SN Mín na 
Manrach

Donegal 2 2012 Yes

16901E St Patricks 
Boys Junior 
School

Cork 3 2015 Yes

17359Q St Cormac’s 
NS

Offaly 2 2011 Yes
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Roll Number School Name County Number of 
Teachers in 
2010

Year Closed Amalgam-
ated?

17620B Rossmore 
National 
School

Tipperary 3 2017 Yes

17621D Scoil 
Náisiúnta an 
Bhealaigh

Tipperary 2 2017 Yes

17687K Tullycrine 
national 
School

Clare 2 2014 Yes

17718S SN Seosamh 
Naofa

Sligo 3 2014 Yes

17764C SN Baile 
Tuirinne

Galway 2 2016 Yes

17898A St Joseph’s 
National 
School

Clare 2 2014 Yes

18175L Banagher 
National 
School

Mayo 2 2018 Yes

18547W Faolan Naofa 
NS

Laois 2 2017 Yes

18846J An Daingin Clare 2 2015 Yes
18901O Rathmor-

rel National 
School

Kerry 2 2015 Yes

19421F Kilross Na-
tional School

Tipperary 2 2015 Yes

19464A SN Naomh 
Colmcille

Dublin 3 2015 Yes

19923G St Joseph’s 
NS

Sligo 2 2011 Yes

02327S Mantua Na-
tional School

Roscommon 1 2012 No

07101R Inisclough 
National 
School

Cork 2 2013 No

08316U Newtown 
National 
School

Tipperary 2 2017 No

09658H Glenisland 
School

Mayo 2 2016 No

10531N Dromerin 
National 
School

Kerry 3 2012 No
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Roll Number School Name County Number of 
Teachers in 
2010

Year Closed Amalgam-
ated?

12713G Corober Na-
tional School

Cavan 3 2015 No

12815O Cregduff Na-
tional School

Mayo 3 2014 No

13951E Lettermacow 
National 
School

Galway 3 2016 No

14065H Sherkin Is-
land National 
School

Cork 2 2016 No

14195U SN An 
Gleanna 
Mhóir

Mayo 2 2013 No

15228O Corgary Na-
tional School

Galway 2 2013 No

15705W Rathkell Na-
tional School

Mayo 2 2012 No

15883A Killegney 
National 
School

Wexford 2 2012 No

15968I Baltard Na-
tional School

Clare 3 2013 No

16295L SN a Chor-
rain

Mayo 3 2015 No

16535F Timolin Na-
tional School

Kildare 2 2014 No

16630W Carra Na-
tional School

Mayo 2 2018 No

16951T SN na Craoi-
bheleithe

Leitrim 2 2015 No

16952V Coogue Na-
tional School

Mayo 2 2011 No

17076E Glenroe Na-
tional School

Limerick 3 2015 No

17094G SN Rath 
Cruachán

Roscommon 2 2015 No

17132L Drumnamore 
National 
School

Leitrim 2 2012 No

17267L Scoil Iobar 
Naofa

Wexford 3 2015 No

17552K Scoil Bh-
righde

Donegal 2 2018 No
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Roll Number School Name County Number of 
Teachers in 
2010

Year Closed Amalgam-
ated?

17558W Scoil 
Náisiúnta 
Rosan

Leitrim 2 2012 No

17679L SN Brighde Tipperary 3 2014 No
17699R Tureen Na-

tional School
Kerry 2 2014 No

17724N Baile an Clo-
chain Nation-
al School

Longford 2 2012 No

17998E SN Muire an 
tSolais

Galway 2 2014 No

18100D Lisgriffin 
National 
School

Cork 2 2018 No

18211M SN Ciaráin 
Naofa

Galway 2 2011 No

18222R Carnageehy 
National 
School

Galway 2 2014 No

18440E Clonkeen 
National 
School

Kerry 3 2011 No

18559G Killenaive 
National 
School

Tipperary 2 2017 No

11/06/2019WRN01700Schools Data

11/06/2019WRN01800245. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of primary schools which have total teacher numbers (details supplied). [23514/19]

11/06/2019WRN01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The information requested by 
the Deputy is available in the following table.  The data is given for the 2017/2018 academic 
year. Data for 2018 is being finalised, and will be available at the end of June.

Number of schools by total teaching staff, 2017/2018

Total Teachers (Whole Time Equivalent) Number of Schools
1-7 1,569
8-11 342
12-13 243
14-16 244
17-19 166
20-23 197
24-26 129
27-30 88
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Total Teachers (Whole Time Equivalent) Number of Schools
31-35 47
36+ 86
Total 3,111

11/06/2019WRN02000Special Educational Needs Staff Data

11/06/2019WRN02100246. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Education and Skills if 18 
national schools in County Donegal have experienced cuts in the number of special needs as-
sistants allocated to their respective schools; the reason the cuts have occurred; the appeals 
mechanism open to these schools; the names of the 18 schools directly affected by his decision 
to reduce the allocation of SNAs for the county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23515/19]

11/06/2019WRN02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I announced on 27 May that 
792 additional SNA posts will be allocated to schools for the beginning of the 2019/20 school 
year, with up to 130 additional posts expected to be allocated by December 2019.

By the end of this year, there will be up to 15,950 SNAs working in our schools, an increase 
of over 51% since 2011. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum 
of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the as-
sessed care needs of children qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie  , in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource. 

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.  

The closing date for receipt of appeals in regard to SNA allocations is Friday 27 September 
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2019.

The NCSE publish the allocations for individual schools for each school year and this infor-
mation is available on their website, www.ncse.ie.

11/06/2019WRN02300School Staff Appeals Mechanism

11/06/2019WRN02400247. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of times in the past five years national schools that were in danger of losing a teacher due to 
a drop in pupil numbers won an appeal to the primary staffing appeals board and maintained 
its number of teachers for the following academic year; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23535/19]

11/06/2019WRN02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The key factor for determining 
the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the 
relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September. 

The staffing schedule operates in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types 
of schools equally irrespective of location. 

A staffing appeal process is available to schools.  Some of the appeal criteria set out in the 
staffing arrangements allow for appeal posts to be allocated on a provisional basis, pending 
confirmation of the school’s enrolment in the following September.  In these cases, where the 
required enrolment is not reached, the appeal post is suppressed at the end of October.

The information requested by the Deputy is being compiled and will be forwarded directly 
to him.

11/06/2019WRN02600Special Educational Needs Staff Remuneration

11/06/2019WRN02700248. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a special 
needs assistant who has 13 years full service as a SNA and is undertaking job-sharing will, in 
the case of a redundancy occurring in that job-sharing job, lose 13 years full service and only be 
paid for half of those years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23539/19]

11/06/2019WRN02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In the calculation of a redun-
dancy payment such as that referred to by the Deputy the 13 years full time service given by the 
Special Needs Assistant would be taken into account in the calculation. 

The service undertaken by that Special Needs Assistant during the period of a subsequent 
job-sharing arrangement would also be taken into account in the calculation of any redundancy 
payment. 

 Calculation of the amount due will, in accordance with the terms of the Redundancy Pay-
ments Act, 1967, be based on salary applying at the time of redundancy.

 Further information in relation to job sharing arrangements and redundancy payments for 
special needs assistants are outlined in Circulars 0041/2014 and 0058/2006.

11/06/2019WRN02900Special Educational Needs Staff Data
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11/06/2019WRN03000249. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of new 
posts (details supplied) that are completely new posts and not extensions of existing posts; if he 
will provide a breakdown of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23545/19]

11/06/2019WRN03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I announced on 27 May that 
792 additional SNA posts will be allocated to schools for the beginning of the 2019/20 school 
year, with up to 130 additional posts expected to be allocated by December 2019.

By the end of this year, there will be up to 15,950 SNAs working in our schools, an increase 
of over 51% since 2011. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum 
of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the as-
sessed care needs of children qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie  , in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource. 

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.  

The closing date for receipt of appeals in regard to SNA allocations is Friday 27 September 
2019.

The NCSE publish the allocations for individual schools for each school year and this infor-
mation is available on their website, www.ncse.ie.

11/06/2019WRN03200Special Educational Needs Service Provision

11/06/2019WRN03300250. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if and when 
the special educational requirements will be facilitated in the case of the son of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23579/19]
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11/06/2019WRN03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for Spe-
cial Education (NCSE) is responsible for organising and planning provision for children with 
Special Educational Needs, including the establishment of special classes in mainstream pri-
mary and post primary schools. 

Since 2011, the NCSE has increased the number of special classes from 548 in 2011 to 
1,459 for the 2018/19 school year. 1,196 of these are ASD special classes.

Parents/guardians who may need advice or are experiencing difficulties in locating a school 
placement should contact their local SENO who can assist in identifying an appropriate educa-
tional placement for their child. Contact details are available on www.ncse.ie.  

As the matter raised by the Deputy refers to a particular child, I have arranged for the Dep-
uty’s question to be forwarded to the National Council for Special Education for their attention 
and direct reply.

11/06/2019WRN03500Special Educational Needs Staff Data

11/06/2019WRN03600251. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the allocation of 
SNAs by school for the September term in each of the years 2016 to 2019; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [23585/19]

11/06/2019WRN03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I announced on 27 May that 
792 additional SNA posts will be allocated to schools for the beginning of the 2019/20 school 
year, with up to 130 additional posts expected to be allocated by December 2019.

By the end of this year, there will be up to 15,950 SNAs working in our schools, an increase 
of over 51% since 2011. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum 
of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the as-
sessed care needs of children qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource. 

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
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concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.  

The closing date for receipt of appeals in regard to SNA allocations is Friday 27 September 
2019.

The NCSE publish the allocations for individual schools for each school year and this infor-
mation is available on their website, www.ncse.ie.

11/06/2019WRN03800Special Educational Needs Staff Data

11/06/2019WRN03900252. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the allocation of 
new SNA posts announced on 27 May 2019 by school; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23586/19]

11/06/2019WRN04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I announced on 27th May that 
792 additional SNA posts will be allocated to schools for the beginning of the 2019/20 school 
year, with up to 130 additional posts expected to be allocated by December 2019.

By the end of this year, there will be up to 15,950 SNAs working in our schools, an increase 
of over 51% since 2011. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum 
of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the as-
sessed care needs of children qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource. 

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
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allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.  

The closing date for receipt of appeals in regard to SNA allocations is Friday 27 September 
2019.

The NCSE publish the allocations for individual schools for each school year and this infor-
mation is available on their website, www.ncse.ie. 

11/06/2019WRN04100Teachers’ Remuneration

11/06/2019WRN04200253. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the case 
of a person (details supplied) will be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23594/19]

11/06/2019WRN04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Teachers Conciliation 
Council (TCC) is the recognised forum for dealing with matters relating to the pay and condi-
tions of service for teachers. The Council is comprised of representatives of teachers, school 
management, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the Department of Educa-
tion & Skills and is chaired by an official of the Workplace Relations Commission. 

The criteria for the award of incremental credit for post-primary teachers  was agreed under 
the auspices of the Teacher Conciliation Council and issued by my Department under Circulars 
29/2007 and 29/2010.  The terms of these circulars are applicable to all post-primary teachers.

The teacher referred to by the Deputy applied, in February 2019, for incremental credit for 
previous teaching experience in a private post-primary school which is located outside of the 
European Union.  As the service applied for did not meet the criteria as set out in the circulars 
my Department issued its decision to the applicant in April 2019. 

11/06/2019WRN04400Teachers’ Professional Development

11/06/2019WRN04500254. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
post-primary teachers who have participated in training and CPD on special educational needs 
since the introduction of the special education teacher allocation model in post-primary schools 
in September 2017; the number of additional teachers allocated under the model who have 
qualifications in special educational needs; his plans to provide a national training programme 
to ensure that all teachers receive training and CPD in special educational needs; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23602/19]

11/06/2019WRN04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the qualification requirements for teachers taking up special education teacher posts are 
set out in my Departments Circulars 0013 2017 for primary schools and 0014 2017 for post 
primary schools.

These Circulars also advise schools that in addition to the qualification requirements noted 
in the Circulars, the acquired professional development and expertise of teachers, including 
where teachers have attained recognised qualifications in special education, should be taken 
into account by the principal when allocating teaching responsibilities, in order to ensure that 
pupils with the greatest needs are supported by teachers who have the relevant expertise, and 
who can provide continuity of support. 

As it is a matter for school Boards of Management to recruit appropriately qualified teach-
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ers, data regarding the qualifications of individual teachers is not reported to my Department. 
My Department therefore does not have details of the number of additional teachers allocated 
under the special education model that have additional  qualifications in special educational 
needs.

In relation to the provision of a national training programme to ensure that all teachers 
receive training in special educational needs, I wish to advise that the Teaching Council is the 
statutory body with responsibility for professional standards and regulation of the teaching 
profession. 

Under Section 38 of the Teaching Council Act, all initial teacher education programmes are 
subject to review and accreditation by the Teaching Council, in accordance with the Criteria 
and Guidelines for Programme Providers (published in 2011 and revised in March 2017). In 
accordance with these Criteria and Guidelines, inclusive education is a mandatory component 
for all students in ITE. 

The learning outcomes of ITE programmes also reflect the need for the teacher to be able 
to conduct a systematic, holistic assessment of learner needs; to apply knowledge of the indi-
vidual potential of students, their disposition towards learning and their backgrounds, identities 
and learning styles to their teaching; to set clear, challenging and achievable expectations for 
pupils; to evaluate learner progress; to act as an advocate for students, referring students for 
educational support as required and participating in the provision of that support, amongst other 
relevant outcomes. 

The Teaching Council is currently carrying out a review of the impact of the current pro-
grammes, with a view to amending the Criteria and Guidelines before the next round of ac-
creditation commences in 2020. 

A recently published report from the National Council for Special Education on Initial 
Teacher Education for Inclusion: Phase 1 and 2 (NCSE Research Report No. 26), found that 
there is in general much good practice related to inclusive education in ITE, particularly in rela-
tion to the fostering of positive attitudes to inclusion, while also noting that there is scope for 
further alignment between theory and practice, in particular between student placement and the 
university experience. These findings will be considered by the Teaching Council in the course 
of its work.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) Support Service also provides for:

- Continual Professional Development (CPD) and support for teachers in the area of special 
educational needs (SEN) to enhance the quality of learning and teaching in relation to Special 
Education Needs (SEN) provision

- providing support and expertise to partner schools on issues related to behaviour

- supporting the introduction of the new model of resource teaching allocation to schools 
and to develop capacity to meet the needs of students with SEN 

As CPD for teachers in the area of special educational needs is provided to schools by the 
NCSE support services, I have referred the part of the Deputy’s question regarding the num-
ber of post-primary teachers that have participated in training and CPD on special educational 
needs since the introduction of the special education teacher allocation model in post-primary 
schools in September 2017, to the NCSE for direct reply to the Deputy regarding this matter.

11/06/2019WRN04700Special Educational Needs Service Provision
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11/06/2019WRN04800255. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an ap-
plication by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23603/19]

11/06/2019WRN04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for Spe-
cial Education (NCSE) is responsible for organising and planning provision for children with 
Special Educational Needs, including the establishment of special classes in mainstream pri-
mary and post primary schools. 

Since 2011, the NCSE has increased the number of special classes from 548 in 2011 to 
1,459 for the 2018/19 school year. 1,196 of these are ASD special classes.

Parents/guardians who may need advice or are experiencing difficulties in locating a school 
placement should contact their local SENO who can assist in identifying an appropriate educa-
tional placement for their child. Contact details are available on www.ncse.ie.  

As the matter raised by the Deputy refers to a particular child, I have arranged for the Dep-
uty’s question to be forwarded to the National Council for Special Education for their attention 
and direct reply.

11/06/2019WRO00200Schools Building Projects Status

11/06/2019WRO00300256. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
recent planning rejection for a school (details supplied); his plans regarding same; if he will 
meet the board of management; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23617/19]

11/06/2019WRO00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is being delivered under my Department’s Design and 
Build programme.  

Following the invalidation of the Planning application, Department officials met with Cork 
County Council on 31 May and it was agreed that an Environmental impact screening report 
would be completed prior to re-lodging planning permission. 

The completion of this report will be completed later this month and a new planning ap-
plication will be submitted. My Department has not received a request to meet with the schools 
Board’s of Management but my officials will be in contact with the Board’s of Management 
when the application is ready to be submitted. 

11/06/2019WRO00500School Transport Provision

11/06/2019WRO00600257. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when 
funding will be provided following approval of a transport place for a person (details supplied) 
in order that the person can be transported from the residence to the education setting and sup-
porting the person’s additional needs and requirements. [23625/19]

11/06/2019WRO00700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million km annually.
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Under the terms of my Department’s School Transport Scheme for Children with Special 
Educational Needs, children are eligible for transport where they are attending the nearest 
recognised school that is or can be resourced to meet their special educational needs. 

Special Schools funded by my Department are intended to cater for children and young 
persons with special educational needs from 4 years until the end of the school year in which 
they reach their 18th year.  At that point, the Department of Health/Health Service Executive 
assumes direct responsibility for young adults with special educational needs who are over 18 
years.

In light of the above, the person referred to by the Deputy is not eligible for school transport 
under the terms of the School Transport Scheme for Children with Special Educational Needs.

11/06/2019WRO00800Irish Language

11/06/2019WRO00900258. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
a matter relating to a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23652/19]

11/06/2019WRO01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The purpose of the Irish and 
Bilingual Grant is to provide funding to schools for instruction through the Irish Language.  

The funding arrangements made by the Department for voluntary secondary, comprehen-
sive and community and ETB schools and colleges reflect the different management and owner-
ship arrangements that apply to schools at second level.

Voluntary secondary schools, in the Free Education scheme, which are privately owned and 
managed, are funded by way of per capita grants. These schools receive a grant in lieu of fees 
that had been levied prior to 1967. An additional per capita grant is paid to secondary schools 
in the voluntary sector in which instruction is through the medium of Irish in full or in part. The 
grant is not paid in either the Community and Comprehensive or the ETB sectors.

Financial allocations to the ETB sector are made on a budget basis in respect of head office 
and other costs, including those relating to schools. ETBs are given a high level of autonomy in 
the management and appropriation of their budgets and each ETB is allowed to distribute its al-
locations in line with its priorities and perceptions of need. Any funding issues for an individual 
school have to be managed from within the relevant ETB’s budget.  The Department does not 
earmark funding allocations for individual schools in the ETB sector. 

The Department’s Policy on Gaeltacht Education 2017-2022 aims to ensure the availability 
of a high quality and relevant Irish-medium educational experience for all young people living 
in Gaeltacht areas and in this way to support the use of Irish as the main language of families 
and of Gaeltacht communities. Under the terms of the Policy, additional teaching and/or other 
resources, including dedicated continuing professional development (CPD), will be made avail-
able to schools whose applications to participate in the Gaeltacht Schools’ recognition process 
are approved.  It is envisaged that the allocation of resources will be on a staged incremental 
basis over a five-year period and will take account of the resources already allocated to each 
newly recognised Gaeltacht school in accordance with the language criteria set out in the Policy 
on Gaeltacht Education 2017-2022.

11/06/2019WRO01100Student Grant Scheme Eligibility
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11/06/2019WRO01200259. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Education and Skills if grant or other 
funding is available to an Irish student (details supplied) undertaking postgraduate studies in 
the UK for the coming academic year 2019-20; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23655/19]

11/06/2019WRO01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The main support available to 
students is the statutory based SUSI grant scheme. The scheme supported circa 78,000 students 
in 2018/19. SUSI grant funding for courses in Britain is limited to undergraduate courses only. 
Therefore, the course to which the Deputy refers is not eligible under the statutory based SUSI 
grant scheme. 

Details regarding the student grant scheme can be accessed at www.susi.ie.

Tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees paid for ap-
proved courses at approved colleges of higher education including approved undergraduate and 
postgraduate courses in EU Member States. Further information on this tax relief is available 
from the Revenue Commissioners at www.revenue.ie.

Students attending UK colleges may also be able to apply for a student loan and/or other 
supports. Details of the supports available to students studying in Scotland is available at https://
www.mygov.scot/student-finance-apply/overview/.

11/06/2019WRO01400School Accommodation

11/06/2019WRO01500260. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding an application for additional accommodation by a school (details supplied) in County 
Cork; if a previous summer works application to change the boundary is being considered; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [23740/19]

11/06/2019WRO01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the school in question has submitted an application, to my Department, for capital funding 
under the ‘Additional School Accommodation Scheme’. 

The application is currently under assessment, as soon as this process has been completed 
my Department will be in direct contact with the school authority concerned.

As the Deputy is aware, Summer Works Scheme 2020 onwards is currently open for ap-
plications.  I can also confirm that the school in question has a Category 10 application under 
the Department’s previous Summer Works Scheme.  Schools that applied for category 10 works 
(External Works, e.g. upgrade and resurfacing of yards and car parking, etc.) under this SWS 
Scheme need not reapply for these works under the new scheme. It is intended to undertake an 
analysis of these outstanding applications later this year. This analysis, together with funding 
availability and priorities for the SWS in 2020 will determine the pathway forward in respect 
of these remaining applications for category 10 external works. It is open to schools with an 
outstanding category 10 application from 2016/2017 to submit an application for other works 
under this new scheme.

11/06/2019WRO01700Special Educational Needs Service Provision

11/06/2019WRO01800261. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
a special needs assistant for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23748/19]
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11/06/2019WRO01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school. 

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.  

The closing date for receipt of appeals in regard to SNA allocations is Friday, 27 September 
2019.

As this question relates to a particular child, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.

11/06/2019WRO02000Special Educational Needs Service Provision

11/06/2019WRO02100262. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans and the 
funding arrangements being put in place to ensure the provision of additional special needs 
classroom spaces in a school (details supplied); and his further plans and funding arrangements 
in place to provide permanent additional capacity for pupils in need of ASD classroom places. 
[23789/19]

11/06/2019WRO02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department’s capital allo-
cation for the school sector in 2019 amounts to €622m. I wish to advise the Deputy that my De-
partment has received an application from the school in question. The application is currently 
being assessed. As soon as the assessment process is completed a decision will be conveyed to 
the school authority. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) through its national network of Special 
Needs Organisers (SENOs) is responsible for planning and coordinating education provision 
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for children with special educational needs including granting approval for the establishment 
and resourcing of special classes.  

Special classes for students with ASD are staffed with a lower pupil–teacher ratio of 6:1 at 
primary level and 6:1.5 at post primary level, and also have a minimum of two SNAs for every 
class of 6 children. 

When the NCSE sanction a special class in a school, the school can apply to my Department 
for capital funding to reconfigure existing spaces within the school building to accommodate 
the class and/or to construct additional accommodation.  There are standard arrangements in 
place for the funding, design and delivery of these projects. 

Other resources which are provided to schools to support children with Special Educational 
Needs, including Autism, include the following: 

- Professional development for teachers.

- The National Educational Psychological Service

- Assistive technology.

- Access to the Special School transport scheme.

- Access to special equipment and furniture where required.

- Enhanced capitation grants at primary level

- Adapted school buildings/Additional accommodation 

- ICT Grant for new classes

- Start Up grant for new classes 

- Access to the extended school year scheme. (July Provision).

11/06/2019WRO02300School Accommodation Provision

11/06/2019WRO02400263. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to assist 
junior schools in Rathcoole, County Dublin, to provide required temporary classroom space for 
the 2019-20 school year; and if he will revise the capital plan for this school division to include 
an additional three classroom junior school to meet emerging need in the Rathcoole and New-
castle areas. [23791/19]

11/06/2019WRO02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school 
provision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 
314 school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System (GIS), using data from 
a range of sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the county will arise.  
With this information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to deter-
mine where additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level.

Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter 
demand in an area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, the Department engages 
with each of the local authorities to obtain the up-to-date data on significant new residential 
developments in each area. This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure planning is 
keeping pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture with planned 
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new residential development, including additional residential developments arising from the 
Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF). 

With this information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to 
determine where additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary lev-
el. Where demographic data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such 
additional provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depend-
ing on the circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

-   Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

As the Deputy will be aware, in April 2018, the Government announced plans for the estab-
lishment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022), including a new primary 
and post-primary school to be established in the Newcastle_Rathcoole school planning area as 
follows:

-   a new 8 classroom primary school to be established in 2020 to serve the Newcastle_Rath-
coole/Saggart school planning area; and

- a new 1,000 pupil post-primary school to be established in 2020 to serve the Tallaght and 
Newcastle_Rathcoole school planning areas as a regional solution.

This announcement follows nationwide, demographic exercises carried out by my Depart-
ment into the future need for primary and post-primary schools across the country and the 
4-year horizon will enable increased lead-in times for planning and delivery of the necessary 
infrastructure. 

It is intended to deliver the two new schools as part of my Department’s Design and Build 
programme in purpose-built accommodation on a shared site at Fortunestown Lane which is in 
the ownership of Dublin and Dun Laoghaire ETB.

The Capital Programme provides for devolved funding for additional classrooms, if re-
quired, for schools where an immediate enrolment need has been identified or where an ad-
ditional teacher has been appointed. My Department has recently approved a further 2 addi-
tional temporary classrooms and toilets for Scoil Chronain NS Rathcoole to cater for immediate 
needs.

My Department is currently in the process of acquiring additional land owned by South 
Dublin County Council adjoining the site of this school and the additional land offers the poten-
tial to enhance current facilities and support future development.  There is ongoing engagement 
with officials from South Dublin County Council on this matter.

The requirement for new schools will be kept under on-going review and in particular would 
have regard to the impact of the increased roll-out of housing provision as outlined in Project 
Ireland 2040.  My Department will also continue to monitor areas where the accommodation 
of existing schools may need to be expanded in order to meet the needs of the local population.

11/06/2019WRO02600Special Educational Needs Service Provision

11/06/2019WRO02700264. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
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schools that have language units attached to them to support children with a diagnosis of devel-
opmental language disorder; if there has been a reduction in the number of such units in recent 
years; his plans to increase the number of units to meet the needs of children with such a diag-
nosis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23795/19]

11/06/2019WRO02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department provides an 
extensive range of supports for pupils with Specific Speech and Language Disorder (SSLD).  
This includes provision for the establishment of special classes for pupils with SSLD in primary 
schools.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Spe-
cial Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from 
schools for special educational needs supports, including applications to establish special class-
es for SSLD.  Applications meeting the criteria for establishment are approved by the NCSE. 

The NCSE continues to monitor and review the requirement for special class places in 
particular areas and has capacity to establish such new classes or retain current classes where 
necessary, subject to the willingness of schools to open/retain classes.  The NCSE welcomes 
expressions of interest from schools in opening special classes to meet the demand for special 
class provision.  In deciding on the location of a special class SENOs take into account both 
the present and the future potential need for special class provision, and they must also be satis-
fied that the special class is sustainable and appropriately located.  SENOs liaise with relevant 
professionals in their area to arrive at an informed decision. 

The number of SSLD classes for the 2018 – 2019 school year remains the same as 2017 – 
2018 at 65.

The opening and retention of a Speech and Language class is, however, contingent on the 
HSE being in a position to provide Speech and Language therapy to the students in the class.  
The availability and provision of speech and language therapy is the responsibility of the Health 
Service Executive (HSE).

11/06/2019WRO02900School Staff

11/06/2019WRO03000265. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills the arrange-
ment he plans to put in place to address the urgent need of schools (details supplied) to each 
have a non-teaching principal position in view of the unique circumstances involved; if he 
will meet a delegation from each school to hear the range of problems being experienced and 
the need for positive action by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23809/19]

11/06/2019WRO03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The key factor for determin-
ing the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing schedule 
for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30th September.  The staffing 
arrangements for the 2019/20 school year are set out in Circular 0019/2019 which is available 
on the Department website.  

The criteria for the appointment of an administrative principal to a school is set out at Ap-
pendix B of Circular 0019/2019.  In a similar manner to the staffing allocation, it is the enrol-
ment of the school which determines whether a school is allocated an administrative principal.

In the case of both of the schools referred to by the Deputy, the enrolment requirement is 
176 pupils on 30th September 2018.  As the schools did not have this enrolment at the time, 
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they do not meet the criteria. 

It should also be noted that both schools were advised, at the time of amalgamation, that the 
amalgamated school would operate from the existing school sites.

11/06/2019WRO03200Schools Building Projects Status

11/06/2019WRO03300266. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
fund two building projects at a school (details supplied); the original costs; the funding allocat-
ed; the details of the current proposal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23810/19]

11/06/2019WRO03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the school, in question, has requested an increase in capital funding to expand the proposed 
project brief.

This request is currently under consideration.  As soon as the assessment process is com-
pleted, a decision will be conveyed to the school authority.

11/06/2019WRO03500Teachers’ Panel Rights

11/06/2019WRO03600267. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a 
teacher’s probationary year and position on the salary scale in another EU country is not recog-
nised for the supplementary panel; if he will examine a case (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23828/19]

11/06/2019WRO03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The core function of the re-
deployment arrangements is to facilitate the redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers 
to other schools that have vacancies. Thereafter, schools are required under the panel arrange-
ments to fill permanent vacancies from supplementary panels comprised of eligible fixed-term 
(temporary/substitute) and part-time teachers.

Arrangements for panel access for fixed-term (temporary), substitute and part-time teachers 
to the Supplementary Redeployment Panel for the 2019/20 school year are set out in Circular 
0078/2018 which is available on the Department website.

The service reckonable for access to the Supplementary Panel is service as a fully qualified 
teacher in a post paid for by the Department of Education and Skills, excluding previous per-
manent service, previous service as a post-primary teacher, incremental credit and unqualified 
service.  As such, incremental credit and earnings from teaching service abroad are not consid-
ered for access to the Supplementary Panel. 

Applicants must meet all of the published criteria in order to gain access to the Supplemen-
tary Redeployment Panel.

11/06/2019WRO03800Oideachas trí Ghaeilge

11/06/2019WRO03900268. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den an Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna cén 
dul chun cinn atá déanta chun féachaint ar an gcaoi is fearr le foráil a dhéanamh i bpolasaithe 
rollaithe scoileanna a fheidhmíonn trí Ghaeilge do leanaí arb í an Ghaeilge teanga cheannasach 
an teaghlaigh mar atá luaite sa Phlean Gníomhaíochta 2018-2023; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas 
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ina thaobh. [23850/19]

11/06/2019WRO04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Faoi mar is eol don Teachta, 
rinneadh an tAcht Oideachais (Ligean Isteach i Scoileanna), 2018 a achtú i mí Iúil 2018. Is é 
cuspóir foriomlán an Achta creat nua a sholáthar i gcomhair rollaithe i scoileanna, agus é ceap-
tha lena chinntiú go gcaitear go cothrom le gach leanbh agus go bhfuil an bealach a ndeánann 
scoileanna cinneadh ar iarratais ar ligean isteach struchtúrtha, cóir agus trédhearcach.

Tá foráil san Acht, nuair a chuirfear chun feidhme í, lena gceadófar do scoil ina ndéantar 
an teagasc trí Ghaeilge, tús áite maidir le ligean isteach a thabhairt do dhaltaí a bhfuil leibhéal 
líofachta i nGaeilge acu, áit a mbeadh an baol ann go dtiocfadh meath ar an líofacht sin mura 
ligfí an dalta isteach i scoil Lán-Ghaeilge. 

Ceapadh an fhoráil sin chun go bhfeidhmeodh sí laistigh den chreat iontrála níos leithne atá 
á chur i bhfeidhm faoin Acht Oideachais (Ligean Isteach i Scoileanna), 2018. Ina leith sin, tá mé 
tar éis a léiriú go bhfuil sé ar intinn agam tús feidhme a chur le forálacha eile an Achta, ionas go 
mbeidh feidhm leo maidir le hiarratais ar ligean isteach don scoilbhliain 2021/22.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 was enacted 
in July 2018.  The overall objective of the Act is to provide a new framework for school en-
rolment that is designed to ensure that every child is treated fairly and that the way in which 
schools decide on applications for admission is structured, fair and transparent.

The Act contains a provision which, when commenced, will allow a school that teaches 
through Irish to give priority in admission to students who have a level of fluency in the Irish 
language, where such fluency would be at risk of regressing if the student were not admitted to 
an Irish language school.

This provision is designed to operate within the broader admissions framework being put 
in place under the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018.  In that regard, I have outlined 
that it is my intention to commence the remaining provisions of the Act so that they will apply 
to applications for admission in respect of the 2021/22 school year.

11/06/2019WRO04100Gaelscoil Issues

11/06/2019WRO04200269. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Education and Skills the enrolment num-
bers needed to establish a stand alone Gaelcholáiste with a roll number and principal. [23877/19]

11/06/2019WRO04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In the 20-Year strategy for the 
Irish Language - Action Plan 2018-2022, the Department of Education and Skills is the lead 
organisation on the action to provide opportunities to support the expansion of Irish-medium 
education in areas outside the Gaeltacht in the context of the establishment of 42 new schools 
in the period 2019 to 2022. In this regard, consideration is afforded to Irish-medium education 
provision as part of the new schools patronage process in relation to the establishment of Gael-
scoileanna, Gaelcholáistí and Aonaid Lán-Ghaeilge (Irish-medium Units).

Following the April 2018 announcement of the establishment of 42 new schools from 2019 
to 2022, my Department has developed a new Online Patronage Process System, which pro-
vides objective information and allows parents to express their preferences in relation to the 
patronage and language of instruction, i.e. Irish or English, of these new schools.  Parental 
preferences, as well as other considerations such as the extent of diversity of provision in an 
area (including Irish-medium provision), are key to the decision-making process and in relation 
to whether the school will take the form of a Gaelcholáiste or whether, if English-medium, the 
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school would include an Irish-medium unit or “Aonad”.  A lower threshold  may apply to the 
establishment of a new Gaelcholáiste compared to the usual threshold of 600 to 1,000 for Eng-
lish-medium schools but as a minimum it would need to indicate a demand of in the region of 
350 to 400 pupils.

In relation to existing Irish-medium Aonaid, if enrolment numbers and output from any 
Irish-medium primary schools in an area increase to a level which would warrant the transition 
to a stand-alone Gaelcholáiste, the Department would be open to considering a case from the 
school patron to transition from an Aonad to a Gaelcholáiste.

11/06/2019WRO04400Schools Building Projects Status

11/06/2019WRO04500270. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the precise im-
provements planned for a school (details supplied); if a design team has been appointed under 
the ADAPT programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24017/19]

11/06/2019WRO04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The building project for the 
school referred to by the Deputy is included in my Department’s Construction Programme 
which is being delivered under the National Development Plan. The project will provide new 
build, extension and refurbishment which will bring the school accommodation up to 16 main-
stream classrooms and a 2-classroom Special Educational Needs Base.

This project is one of the school building projects on my Department’s ADAPT 2 (Acceler-
ated Delivery of Architectural Planning & Tendering) Programme. My Department is currently 
in the process of procuring a Project Manager for the ADAPT 2 Programme, which contains 16 
school building projects. 

The process to appoint a Design Team – (Architect, Quantity Surveyor, Civil and Structural 
Engineer, Mechanical and Electrical Engineer and Project Supervisor for the Design Process) 
for the school in question has commenced. The closing date for submissions in respect of design 
team consultants is Tuesday, 9 July on the eTenders website.

11/06/2019WRO04700Schools Building Projects Status

11/06/2019WRO04800271. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a design team 
has been appointed for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [24018/19]

11/06/2019WRO04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The delivery of a new build-
ing for the school to which the Deputy refers has been devolved to Kildare and Wicklow Educa-
tion & Training Board (KWETB). 

KWETB is in the final stages of the process of appointing a design team for this project. It 
is expected that this process will be completed by the end of June.

11/06/2019WRP00200Schools Building Projects Status

11/06/2019WRP00300272. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if tenders have 
now been invited from the shortlist of contractors for a school (details supplied); if so, the clos-
ing date for receipt of tenders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24019/19]
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11/06/2019WRP00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The process of Pre-Qualifica-
tion of contractors for the project in question is underway.  The Pre-qualification process culmi-
nates in the compilation of shortlists of suitable candidates for each respective discipline. My 
Department has recently authorised the Design Team to complete the pre-qualification process.

When the Pre-Qualification process is completed the project will then be progressed to ten-
der stage which normally takes between 7 and 8 months to complete.

11/06/2019WRP00500Schools Building Projects Status

11/06/2019WRP00600273. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when tenders will 
be invited from the shortlist of contractors for a school (details supplied); the closing date for 
receipt of tenders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24020/19]

11/06/2019WRP00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy is currently at Stage 2(b) – Detailed Design.

The pre-qualification process to select a shortlist of suitable contractors has been completed 
and the Design Team is currently carrying out a final review of tender documentation.

Once this work is complete, my Department will be in contact with the Board of Manage-
ment of the school with a view to progressing the project to tender stage.

11/06/2019WRP00800Schools Building Projects Status

11/06/2019WRP00900274. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
tenders received by the closing date of 5 June 2019 for the completion of a school (details sup-
plied); when the tender report is expected; when a letter of intent will issue; when the contractor 
will be on site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24021/19]

11/06/2019WRP01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Tender documents for the 
completion of the remaining works for the project to which the Deputy refers have issued to the 
seven shortlisted contractors. The extended deadline for the return of these tenders is today. It 
is expected that a tender report will be issued to the Department shortly in that context with a 
view to having a Letter of Intent ready to issue by the end of June.  The successful contractor 
will recommence work on site in early Q3 2019 and  the buildings will be available for occupa-
tion prior to September 2020.

11/06/2019WRP01100Schools Building Projects Status

11/06/2019WRP01200275. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
tenders received by the closing date of 7 June 2019 for the construction of a school (details sup-
plied); when the tender report is expected; when a letter of intent will issue; when the contractor 
will be on site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24022/19]

11/06/2019WRP01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The project to which the Dep-
uty refers has been devolved to Kildare and Wicklow Education & Training Board. 

We understand from KWETB that tenders have been invited from the shortlisted contractors 
and the closing date for receipt of same has been extended to 21st June 2019.  It is expected that 
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a Tender Report will be issued to the Department shortly thereafter. 

A Letter of Intent will issue when the Department has approved the Tender Report.  The 
project will then proceed to construction.

11/06/2019WRP01400Schools Building Projects Status

11/06/2019WRP01500276. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
contractors that expressed an interest in tendering for a school (details supplied) by the closing 
date of 28 May 2019; when actual tenders will be invited for the project; when it is expected 
construction will commence on the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24023/19]

11/06/2019WRP01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
the school in question is at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 2(b) – Detailed 
Design which includes the application for Planning Permission, Fire Cert and Disability Access 
Cert and the preparation of tender documents.  All statutory approvals have been secured.

The Design Team is currently in the process of compiling a shortlist of contractors for tender 
stage.  In the circumstances, it would be inappropriate at this point in time for my Department 
to comment on the composition of the shortlist.

When the pre-qualification process is complete the project will then be progressed to tender 
stage.

A tender stage normally takes between 7 and 8 months to complete.

11/06/2019WRP01700School Transport Applications

11/06/2019WRP01800277. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a remote area 
grant will be processed for a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24074/19]

11/06/2019WRP01900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

Under the terms of the School Transport Scheme children are generally eligible for transport 
if they meet the distance criteria and are attending their nearest school.  

Children who are eligible for school transport but for whom no transport service is available 
may, following an application for transport within the prescribed time limits, receive a Remote 
Area Grant towards the cost of private transport arrangements. 

In this regard the family should contact their local Bus Éireann office at 066 - 7164750 or 
School Transport Section of the Department at 057 - 9325466/67.

11/06/2019WRP02000National Educational Psychological Service Data
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11/06/2019WRP02100278. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated full 
year cost of recruiting 16 additional psychologists for the National Education Psychological 
Service. [24096/19]

11/06/2019WRP02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can inform the Deputy that 
the direct full-year cost of employing 16 additional psychologists (pay and non-pay) to my De-
partment’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) would be an estimated €1.2m.

11/06/2019WRP02300Residential Institutions Statutory Fund

11/06/2019WRP02400279. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
continue the operation of the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund, Caranua, in view of the 
outstanding moneys due and owing from religious congregations; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24125/19]

11/06/2019WRP02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will be aware 
Caranua ceased to accept applications for support from former residents on 1 August 2018.  Since 
then, the organisation has been processing applications it has on hands. 

Under section 29 of the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012 contributions from 
religious congregations towards Caranua are capped at €110 million. To date a total of €105 
million, comprising contributions of some €103.6 million plus added interest of €1.382 million, 
has been received by my Department and made available to Caranua. Accordingly a further 
€6.4 million in cash contributions is required to achieve the capped amount of €110 million. 
My officials are actively engaging with the Congregation of Christian Brothers in regard to the 
receipt of its outstanding contribution at an early date. Achievement of that outstanding con-
tribution will ensure that the cap of €110 million provided for in the legislation will have been 
reached.

Caranua publishes regular updates on its website regarding expenditure, applications, etc. 
The most recent update shows that to end April 2019, Caranua had expended some €85 million 
on supports and services and that it had open applications on hands from 1,882 former residents. 

It is expected that it will take a number of months for Caranua to complete the processing of 
the applications it has on hands. The organisation will be wound down in due course and will 
be dissolved when it has completed the performance of its functions.

Caranua is being kept fully informed of the position in regard to the outstanding cash con-
tributions and it is a matter for the organisation to prudentially manage the funds available to it.

11/06/2019WRP02600Residential Institutions Statutory Fund

11/06/2019WRP02700280. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans for 
the balance of funds in the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund upon the wind-up of the fund; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24126/19]

11/06/2019WRP02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Based on the information cur-
rently available to me it appears unlikely that there will be any significant balance of unspent 
funds remaining on the dissolution of Caranua. The position will however be kept under review 
and, if required, provision will be made in legislation for the usage of any remaining unspent 
funds.
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11/06/2019WRP02900Schools Data

11/06/2019WRP03000281. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
schools built prior to 2008 nationally. [24138/19]

11/06/2019WRP03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that 439 schools have been constructed since 2009.  My Department does not hold details of 
the number of schools constructed prior to 2008.  There are a total of 3,962 primary, special and 
post primary schools in the education system.

11/06/2019WRP03200Schools Refurbishment

11/06/2019WRP03300282. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
schools built prior to 2008 that applied to undergo a deep energy retrofit; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24139/19]

11/06/2019WRP03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In the National Development 
Plan (2018-2027) €2.5bn is identified for the refurbishment and construction of schools.  Part 
of this is intended for a deep energy retrofit of schools built prior to 2008.  As this scheme is 
currently in a pilot phase it is not currently open to schools to apply for inclusion.

My Department and the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland are currently involved in 
an energy efficiency retrofit pilot scheme for schools.  Now in its third year, the aim of the pilot 
is to create a scalable model for energy efficiency retrofitting of schools. This is taking place 
in advance of the major programme of retrofits scheduled to commence in 2022, as outlined in 
Project Ireland 2040. Subject to resources, it is intended to expand the intake of schools in the 
pilot programme in the lead up to 2022.  

This pilot commenced in 2017 when ten schools received energy retrofits.  In 2018 six 
schools received retrofits and seventeen schools are set to benefit from this scheme in 2019.

11/06/2019WRP03500Special Educational Needs Service Provision

11/06/2019WRP03600283. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to a number of issues of concern to special needs assistants (details supplied); 
the measures he plans to take to address these concerns; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24146/19]

11/06/2019WRP03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Comprehensive Review 
of the Special Needs Assistant Scheme – A New School Inclusion Model to Deliver the Right 
Supports at the Right time to Students with Additional Care Needs was published by the Na-
tional Council for Special Education (NCSE) on 30 May 2018.

The review found that the SNA scheme was working really well particularly for younger 
children and for certain types of care needs, for example, mobility and toileting.  It also found 
that a new and more widely based model of support involving both education and health sup-
ports was needed to meet the range of student need currently presenting in our schools. The 
review made a number of recommendations including the way SNA support is allocated to 
schools and the need to build school capacity through training. 

The NCSE concluded that a better model of support was required, one which provides the 
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right support at the right time provided by a range of personnel with relevant qualifications and 
skill sets.  The review recommended a new school inclusion model where the response by the 
State to the additional care needs for students in our schools would be broadened and better 
tailored to individual needs.

On 27 March I announced the trialing of the School Inclusion Model in 75 schools for the 
2019/20 school year.

One feature of the School Inclusion Model is the development of a frontloaded allocation 
model of SNAs.  Frontloading SNA support eliminates the need for an individual assessment 
for each student, ending the link with the requirement for a formal diagnosis to gain access to 
support, and will reduce the delays in making supports available to schools. The proposed ar-
rangements when implemented will also improve job security for SNAs in schools ensuring 
greater certainty for SNAs in relation to their employment status.

In conducting their review, the NCSE consulted widely and consultation will continue to be 
a central feature of the development and implementation.  Over 50 people including SNAs and 
their representatives attended an information and consultation event on 30 April 2019.  Further 
consultation is being undertaken directly with the Forsa union. 

My Department published the Circular (number 71/2011, see below) concerning Croke Park 
Hours for SNAs, however, it does not get involved in the local management of how schools (as 
the employers) arrange the delivery of the hours from their staff (including SNAs).  However, 
point 9 of Appendix 1 of this circular does provide possible examples (not exhaustive listing) of 
the type of work that maybe undertaken by SNA’s to meet their Croke Park hourly obligations.

Link to DES Circular 71/2011 is as follows: http://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-
Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0071_2011.pdf

Where a full-time SNA post within a school is reduced to a part-time post, the issue of 
redundancy payment in respect of the loss of hours may arise.  Redundancy arrangements for 
SNAs are set out in Department Circular 0058/2006.

Where a school/ETB has an additional allocation of SNA hours/posts then that additional 
allocation of hours/posts must be offered to an existing part-time SNAs in that school, in order 
of seniority, before the employer has recourse to these arrangements. This means that before an 
employer opts to recruit a further person as an SNA(s), they must ensure that all existing part-
time SNAs in their employment, in order of seniority, have been offered a full-time position 
in the school or, in the case of ETBs, a full-time position in a school within the ETB scheme. 
The only exception that can be made to this rule is where a school/ETB has a determination in 
writing from the NCSE / SENO stating that their allocation must be split amongst a specific 
number of SNAs and/or stating that the allocation must be implemented in a specific fashion to 
address the care needs of the pupil(s). These arrangements are set out in Department Circular 
0030/2019 published on 22 May 2019, which is available via the following link: https://www.
education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0030_2019.pdf 

The position on working hours for SNAs is that there are no nationally set working hours 
for full-time SNAs. In this regard, the contractual position in respect of the working hours of 
SNAs is as outlined in their contracts of employment which were agreed with the school man-
agement authorities and the relevant Trade Unions representing SNAs (FÓRSA and SIPTU) 
prior to their introduction in 2005. The working week for SNAs is defined in paragraph 2.5 of 
their contract as follows: “You will be required to work normal classroom hours including class 
break periods and in addition to attend before and after school in order to help with the prepara-
tion and tidying up of classrooms, reception and dispersal of children etc. The hours of work 
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will normally be from [xxxx] to [xxxx] daily during term time.”

This standard contract has been designed to be flexible to cater for the different spectrum 
of working hours across all the various schools including primary, post-primary and special 
schools. No set hours were agreed but instead, full-time SNAs are expected to work for the 
normal school hours in the school that they are working in, and in addition to be available for a 
period of time before and after school in order to help with reception and dispersal of children 
and preparation and tidying up of classrooms etc. These times are set locally by the school 
management and will vary from school to school depending on the requirements of the school. 

In addition, all SNAs were required to be available for a number of days at the start and 
finish of each school term not exceeding 12 in total. Under the Croke Park Agreement it was 
agreed to introduce greater flexibility to the use of these 12 days. These 12 days now equate to 
72 hours (pro-rata for part-time SNAs) to be used by schools as an additional bank of hours to 
be utilised and delivered outside of normal school opening hours and/or the normal school year.

Furthermore, the contract for Special Needs Assistants in the post primary sector (link be-
low) specifically requires that SNAs are required to work the month of June on examinations 
and work appropriate to the grade including training. This was agreed with the Unions repre-
senting SNAs (FÓRSA and SIPTU) when the contract was devised in 2005. This condition of 
service places a clear onus and obligation on the SNA to attend at their place of work and be 
available for work during the month of June.

It is a matter for school management as their employer to determine the precise work that 
is to be completed by SNAs during the month of June. The utilisation of this period is not spe-
cifically for examinations or training purposes only, although these are two of the purposes for 
which the period of work can be utilised. 

Link to the SNA Contract of Employment for the Post Primary sector:

Department of Education and Skills Circular SNA 12/05 (Post-Primary) http://www.educa-
tion.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/sna12_05.pdf.

This contract of employment is augmented by all of the relevant Departmental Circulars 
governing Special Needs Assistants which detail the standardised terms and conditions of em-
ployment for SNAs including leave entitlements.

11/06/2019WRP03800Teacher Training Places

11/06/2019WRP03900284. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he will 
take in the case of a person (details supplied) who was refused access to a PME primary masters 
programme due to an insufficient level of Irish; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24173/19]

11/06/2019WRP04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Having relatively high mini-
mum entry requirements in core subject areas of Irish, English and Mathematics is one of the 
key policy levers that help ensure quality teaching and learning in primary schools.  The 2011 
Literacy and Numeracy Strategy and subsequent review identified the need to raise standards 
of achievement and included decisions to raise the entry requirements in the core subjects over 
time. 

In October 2017, changes were announced setting higher minimum entry standards to pri-
mary programmes of initial teacher education for Leaving Certificate Maths, English and Irish, 



Questions - Written Answers

138

with the key change to take effect from September 2019. The changes introduced took ac-
count of advice provided by the Teaching Council, which had engaged in a consultation process 
around a number of matters relating to entry to initial teacher education. The entry requirement 
for Irish is to increase from H5 to H4.

I am aware that the introduction of the new, higher, standards has posed difficulties in timing 
for students applying to the Professional Master of Education (PME), the post-graduate entry 
route to primary teaching that you refer to. These were further impacted by other changes to 
the application process, which involved students applying to the four State-funded providers 
(DCU, Mary Immaculate College, Maynooth University and Marino Institute of Education ) 
having to take the Teastas Eorpach Gaeilge (TEG) test.

I would like to inform the Deputy that the Minimum Entry Requirement for Irish for PME 
applicants will be H5 in 2020. The requirement for H4 for PME applications will not take effect 
until 2021.

In summary: any applicant to the PME for 2020 will have to have both the Minimum Entry 
Requirement H5 for Irish and have successfully completed the Teastas Eorpach Gaeilge in or-
der progress their application with the relevant ITE providers

11/06/2019WRP04100Teachers’ Remuneration

11/06/2019WRP04200285. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person 
who has a teaching qualification and is registered with the Teaching Council but is teaching a 
subject that is not on that person’s Teaching Council certificate is entitled to move along the pay 
scale for the hours worked teaching that subject; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24236/19]

11/06/2019WRP04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department has issued a 
reply to this Parliamentary Question directly to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRP04400Schools Site Acquisitions

11/06/2019WRP04500286. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress be-
ing made in acquiring land for a new building for a school (details supplied); the timeline for 
delivery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24237/19]

11/06/2019WRP04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy may be aware, 
a building project for the school in question is included in my Department’s capital programme.

A preferred site for the school has been identified and negotiations are ongoing at present.

Due to commercial sensitivities relating to site acquisitions generally I am not in a position 
to provide further details at this time.  I can assure the Deputy that the school patron will be kept 
informed of progress.

11/06/2019WRP04700Digital Strategy for Schools

11/06/2019WRP04800287. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if schools are re-
quired to have a digital learning plan; the position regarding schools not having such a strategy; 
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and if the matter is monitored by his Department. [24242/19]

11/06/2019WRP04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the Digital Strategy for 
Schools, each school is expected to draw up a Digital Learning Plan using a whole school ap-
proach and taking account of its context and circumstances.

Support and guidance for schools on developing their Digital Learning Plan can be found 
at https://www.pdsttechnologyineducation.ie/en/Planning/. Direct school support is also avail-
able through the professional development support services for teachers (PDST) in particular 
through its Technology In Education Team. Information on the Digital Learning Framework, a 
resource, to support schools in embedding the use of digital technology in teaching and learn-
ing, can also be found at that link. The Digital Learning Framework, which supports and com-
plements the School Self Evaluation (SSE) process is in its second year of dissemination and 
is accompanied by an intensive continuous professional development framework targeted at 
school leaders and teachers. The development of a digital learning plan is an important element 
of the DLF. 

The outlay of the funding provided under the ICT Infrastructure Grant should also align 
with the schools Digital Learning Plan. To date, under the Digital Strategy for Schools,  €105m 
has issued to schools for the provision of improved ICT Infrastructure.

Under the terms of Circulars 0040/2016 (post primary) and 0039/2016 (primary) all schools 
are required to complete the SSE legislative/regulatory checklist on an annual basis. The check-
list for primary and post-primary schools was revised in 2018 and now contains reference to 
the requirement for a Digital Learning Plan and the implementation of the Digital Learning 
Framework. This checklist is included as an Appendix to their SSE Report/Improvement Plan.  

My Department will also be arranging a sample audit of schools to check for compliance 
with the terms of the ICT Infrastructure Grant Scheme.

11/06/2019WRQ00200School Equipment

11/06/2019WRQ00300288. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the rules regard-
ing preferred suppliers of computer technology in schools in cases in which only one supplier 
is allowed to be purchased from by parents. [24243/19]

11/06/2019WRQ00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Decisions regarding the use 
and deployment of digital technology in schools is a matter for the Board of Management of 
each school. Where the introduction of digital devices is planned, consultation with members 
of the school community including parents is advised. The cost and other implications must be 
fully considered by the Boards of Managements before a decision is made. It is important for 
schools, in conjunction with parents, to retain local autonomy for decisions on the use of digital 
technology, including tablet devices, laptops, and learning platforms, and how best to manage 
their integration into classroom practice reflective of their own context and requirements. In 
making this decision each school should refer to and reflect on the available information. 

All purchasing undertaken by schools of exhequer provided funding must be in compliance 
with Public Procurement Procedures.  Existing ICT purchasing Frameworks are in place oper-
ated by the Office of Government procurement for Desktop PCs/Notebooks/etc, with appropri-
ately defined technical specifications.  These Frameworks should be engaged with and taken 
advantage of as they simplify the process of purchasing ICT equipment for schools. 

The Schools Procurement Unit (SPU) which is the central support resource for providing 
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guidance to all primary and post-primary schools (except ETB schools) on any procurement-re-
lated issues. The SPU delivers free advice and practical support to schools to help them achieve 
improvements in their procurement processes, practices and outcomes.

The Professional Development Service for Teachers Technology in Education (PDST-TIE) 
offers advice to schools and have developed an advice sheets on digital technology in educa-
tion, including on the adoption of Laptops and tablets in schools. The information on their 
website outlines what these devices can offer schools to support teaching, learning and assess-
ment, and facilitate students’ active learning and collaboration. Specific items for consideration 
including software and hardware requirements, purchasing regulations, are addressed in the 
support information. 

I am keenly aware of the challenges faced by educators and parents, in relation to costs in-
curred, and my Department continues to work to help support schools and families meet these 
costs. In 2017 a circular letter issued to schools with measures to be adopted to reduce the cost 
of school uniforms and other costs. This circular also instructed schools to consult with parents 
and their school community on the issue of ensuring costs are reasonable for parents, and how 
to avoid costs acting as a barrier. This circular specified that wherever possible, generic rather 
than branded items should be specified (e.g. uniform, clothing, IT tablets, sports equipment 
etc.). 

The Digital Strategy for Schools 2015-2020, sets out a plan to embed the use of digital 
technology in teaching, learning and assessment, and affirms that the use of digital technology 
can enhance the teaching and learning experience. The Strategy recognises that schools require 
investment in their ICT infrastructure. Funding of €210m has been committed to support the 
implementation of this strategy with €60m issued to schools over the 2016/17 and 2017/18 
school years and a further €45m recently issued to schools in respect of the 2018/19 school year.

11/06/2019WRQ00500School Textbooks

11/06/2019WRQ00600289. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
whether notes written by teachers and stored on databases such as (details supplied) are an ad-
equate replacement for textbooks. [24244/19]

11/06/2019WRQ00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Apart from a small number of 
prescribed texts at post-primary, determined by the NCCA, the decisions on which textbooks 
to use, if any, in primary and post-primary schools are taken at school level. My Department 
does not generally approve, commission, sponsor or endorse educational textbooks or other 
materials. 

The only requirement from the Department, on any resource used in a school, is that it cov-
ers the curriculum. Decisions on support materials, including textbooks and other resources, to 
assist teachers in mediating the curriculum to students are best taken at school level to reflect 
their particular context and requirements.

As such, decisions on the use of digital technology are a matter for individual schools and 
therefore the Department, does not endorse or promote any particular products or publications, 
professional consultants or companies, including textbooks.  

The Digital Strategy for Schools 2015–2020 reflects the Department’s current policy on the 
embedding of digital technologies in teaching, learning and assessment in primary and post pri-
mary schools. It sets out a clear vision that is focussed on realising the potential of digital tech-
nologies to transform the learning experiences of students by helping them become engaged 
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thinkers, active learners, knowledge constructors and global citizens who participate fully in 
society and the economy. The Strategy is the result of extensive research and consultation and 
reflects the views of education stakeholders including young people.

 A total of €50 million investment in ICT infrastructure for all primary and post primary 
schools under the Digital Strategy was announced in March this year. This was the third tranche 
of funding and brings   total spend so far to €110m.

Schools are supported to develop a Digital Learning Plan, and have flexibility to determine 
how best to embed the use of digital technologies in teaching and learning in their school, 
taking into account their individual circumstances and contexts. Guidance for schools on de-
veloping their Digital Learning Plan can be found at https://www.pdsttechnologyineducation.
ie/en/Planning/. Information on the Digital Learning Framework, a tool to support schools in 
embedding the use of digital technology in teaching and learning, can also be found at that link.

11/06/2019WRQ00800Junior Cycle Reform

11/06/2019WRQ00900290. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the schools in-
volved as junior cycle technology leads from 2012; and the reviews that have taken place as a 
result. [24245/19]

11/06/2019WRQ01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am unclear as to what you 
are asking.  I have conferred with the NCCA, JCT and the Inspectorate and all have asked for 
clarification on the question.

11/06/2019WRQ01100Digital Strategy for Schools

11/06/2019WRQ01200291. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the outcome of re-
views of schools involved as pilot or lead schools in the digital learning framework. [24246/19]

11/06/2019WRQ01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Digital Learning Frame-
work (DLF)  for Schools, developed in 2017 and which is currently being disseminated to 
all schools, was trialled in a cross sectoral representation of 50 schools during the 2017/2018 
school year accompanied by an external evaluation conducted by the Education Research In-
stitute (ERC). 

The ERC Evaluation Report, available at http://www.erc.ie/programme-of-work/dlf/, con-
cluded that overall the DLF trial was a success. Feedback from schools participating in the trial 
was very positive. There was evidence of improvement to embedding Digital technologies in 
teaching. Learning and assessment in the short six-month period of the trial. The DLF and the 
related CPD resources were viewed positively. The ERC made a number of suggestions for 
improvements and those were incorporated into the final Framework document which is cur-
rently being disseminated to all schools. My Department has also commissioned the ERC to 
conduct a more longitudinal study of the DLF of a three year duration. This study commenced 
in January 2019.

On a more general note, the DLF supports the Digital Strategy for Schools and other De-
partment policies in a number of key areas including curriculum reform and implementation, 
skills development, teacher education and learner outcomes. It provides a Roadmap to help 
schools embed the use of digital technologies in teaching and learning and in leadership & man-
agement. The Framework promotes student engagement in the teaching and learning process 



Questions - Written Answers

142

whereby students become engaged thinkers, active and discerning learners and where digital 
interactions are respectful and positive and conductive to wellbeing.  The DLF supports and 
complements the School Self Evaluation (SSE) process and will allow schools to evaluate their 
own progress and measure where they stand against benchmarks of effective and highly effec-
tive practices in the use of digital techniologies in teaching and learning and leadership and 
management. The dissemination of the DLF, which is currently underway, is supported by an 
intensive CPD Framework including national seminars, webinars, online courses and direct 
school support. The Framework is also accompanied by Digital Learning Planning Guidelines, 
a comprehensive set of guidelines for schools on the implementation of the DLF including the 
development of a Digital Learning Plan. 

More information on the DLF can be found at https://www.pdsttechnologyineducation.ie/
en/Planning/Digital-Learning-Framework-and-Planning-Resources-Primary  

11/06/2019WRQ01400Schools Building Projects Status

11/06/2019WRQ01500292. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the start date 
for construction of an extension at a school (details supplied) in County Wicklow is July 2019; 
if so, the target completion date; if the start date is no longer July 2019, the new estimated com-
mencement date; the reason for the July commencement date to be missed; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24250/19]

11/06/2019WRQ01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): This project is at an advanced 
stage of architectural planning, Stage 2b (Detailed Design) which includes the applications for 
Planning Permission, Fire Cert and Disability Access Cert and the preparation of tender docu-
ments. All statutory approvals have been secured.

The Design Team is currently in the process of completing the Stage 2(b) report which is 
expected to be submitted shortly through the Board of Management to the Department for re-
view. The completion of Stage 2b has taken longer than anticipated and the Department awaits 
completion in order to move forward.

However, in order to expedite the project the Department has authorised the school and its 
design team to commence the pre-qualification of contractors’ process. This will allow the pre-
qualification process to run in parallel with the receipt, review and approval of the Stage 2(b) 
report. 

Upon receipt, review and approval of the Stage 2(b) report and completion of the pre-qual-
ification process this project will then be progressed to tender stage.

11/06/2019WRQ01700School Transport Applications

11/06/2019WRQ01800293. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a decision has 
been made on a post-primary school bus application (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24263/19]

11/06/2019WRQ01900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of my Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
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schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

A decision regarding the establishment of a new bus service to the school in question will be 
finalised when all applicants for the 2019/20 school year have submitted their payment details 
to Bus Éireann; the closing date for providing this information is 26th July 2019.

The terms of the Post Primary School Transport Scheme are applied equitably on a national 
basis.

11/06/2019WRQ02000School Staff

11/06/2019WRQ02100294. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he is 
taking to address the unique grounds for the retention of a third mainstream teacher further to 
previous correspondence with regard to teaching posts at a school (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24273/19]

11/06/2019WRQ02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The key factor for determining 
the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the 
relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September. 

The staffing schedule operates in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types 
of schools equally irrespective of location. 

The staffing schedule also includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit a staff-
ing appeal under certain criteria to an independent Appeals Board. 

The Small Schools appeal criterion allows ordinary schools with 4 teachers or less to appeal 
on the basis of projected enrolment for the coming September.  In the case of the school referred 
to by the Deputy, a projected enrolment of 51 for September 2019 is required to fulfill the ap-
peal criteria.  The school referred to by the Deputy submitted an appeal to the March meeting 
of the Primary Staffing Appeals Board but as the school projects an enrolment less than 51, the 
appeal was deemed ineligible.

The Primary Staffing Appeals Board operates independently of the Department and its deci-
sion is final.

11/06/2019WRQ02300School Equipment

11/06/2019WRQ02400295. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the policy regard-
ing the particular tablet (details supplied) only policies in schools. [24283/19]

11/06/2019WRQ02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Decisions regarding the use 
and deployment of digital technology in schools is a matter for the Board of Management of 
each school. Where the introduction of digital devices is planned, consultation with members 
of the school community including parents is advised. The cost and other implications must be 
fully considered by the Boards of Managements before a decision is made. It is important for 
schools, in conjunction with parents, to retain local autonomy for decisions on the use of digital 
technology, including tablet devices, laptops, and learning platforms, and how best to manage 
their integration into classroom practice reflective of their own context and requirements. In 
making this decision each school should refer to and reflect on the available information. 

The Professional Development Service for Teachers Technology in Education (PDST-TIE) 
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offers advice to schools and have developed an advice sheets on digital technology in educa-
tion, including on the adoption of Laptops and tablets in schools. The information on their 
website outlines what these devices can offer schools to support teaching, learning and assess-
ment, and facilitate students’ active learning and collaboration. Specific items for consideration 
including software and hardware requirements, purchasing regulations, are addressed in the 
support information. 

The Digital Strategy for Schools 2015-2020, sets out a plan to embed the use of digital 
technology in teaching, learning and assessment, and affirms that the use of digital technology 
can enhance the teaching and learning experience. The Strategy recognises that schools require 
investment in their ICT infrastructure. Funding of €210m has been committed to support the 
implementation of this strategy with €60m issued to schools over the 2016/17 and 2017/18 
school years and a further €45m recently issued to schools in respect of the 2018/19 school year.

11/06/2019WRQ02600Special Educational Needs Staff

11/06/2019WRQ02700296. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an applica-
tion by a school (details supplied) for special needs assistants will be granted; and if a special 
needs assistant review will be carried out in the school. [24284/19]

11/06/2019WRQ02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school. 

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

The NCSE Appeals Process may be invoked by a parent or a school where it is considered 
that a child was not granted access to SNA support because the requirements outlined in Circu-
lar 0030/2014 were not complied with.  Schools may also appeal a decision, where the school 
considers that the NCSE, in applying Department policy, has not allocated the appropriate level 
of SNA support to the school to meet the special educational and/or care needs of the children 
concerned.

Where a school has received its allocation of SNA support for 2019/20, but wishes new 
enrolments or assessments to be considered, which were not taken into account when the initial 
allocation was made, they may continue to make applications to the NCSE.

The closing date for receipt of appeals in regard to SNA allocations is Friday 27 September 
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2019.

As this question relates to a particular school and children, I have referred the question to the 
NCSE for their direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.

11/06/2019WRQ02900Special Education Review

11/06/2019WRQ03000297. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he will 
take to review the eligibility rule in relation to special needs schools (details supplied); the steps 
he will take to ensure that this anomaly is rectified and the same rules would pertain to special 
needs schools as pertain to mainstream schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24348/19]

11/06/2019WRQ03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Special Schools funded by my 
Department are intended to cater for children and young persons with complex special educa-
tional needs from the age of 4 years until the end of the school year in which they reach their 
18th year.

Some people with a disability, over the age of 18, and who have complex needs, may require 
specialised support throughout their lives.  Ongoing care and support services within the com-
munity, in a post school setting, are provided by voluntary or statutory organisations; responsi-
bility for such care and support rests with the HSE.  

Special school staff typically have extensive engagement with parents, HSE multi-disciplin-
ary teams and the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) which involves planning for 
the child’s future, including options for further education, training, employment or other place-
ment options subject to the child’s abilities, including the young person’s transition to adult 
services when they reach the age of 18 years.  

It is important to note that students who transfer to adult service settings can continue to par-
ticipate in educational programmes through further adult educational programmes or in adult 
settings which are allocated resources towards educational provision.

A special school may, subject to application, retain students over the age of 18 years who 
are pursuing courses leading to accreditation at level 3 or above of the National Qualifications 
Framework (Junior Certificate/Leaving Certificate Applied/FETAC 3); for an additional year in 
order to complete these courses.  

Subject to the fulfilment of the criteria outlined above, special schools are invited to make 
applications, in January each year.  My Department may then exempt the school from the provi-
sions of Rule 64(1) of the Rules for National Schools for a student. 

Additional associated services for students over the age of 18, such as school transport, 
capitation and teaching resources, will only be considered in respect of those students for whom 
an exemption from Rule 64(1) of the Rules for National Schools has been granted by the De-
partment of Education and Skills, allowing the school to retain such students for an additional 
school year.

The status of special schools is that of primary national schools.

Special schools are therefore required to operate in accordance with the Rules for National 
Schools.

Rule 64(1) of the Rules for National Schools, states that a pupil may not be retained on the 
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rolls, after the eighteenth anniversary of his (her) birth.

The approval of the Department is therefore required for special schools to seek an exemp-
tion from the provisions of Rule 64(1) of the Rules for National Schools, in order to retain the 
pupil for an additional year beyond age 18.

This rule also applies to any mainstream primary national school who would seek to retain 
a pupil over the age of 18. 

In relation to classes in National Schools Receiving Instruction in the Post Primary Pro-
gramme, Rule 52 (c) of the Rules and Programmes for Post Primary Schools also applies, which 
states that the attendance of any pupil after the date of attaining the age of 18 years cannot be 
included in the returns in respect of which payment is made from the grants administered by the 
Primary Branch of the Department.

Whereas pupils attending post primary schools may be allowed to complete a course which 
they have commenced prior to reaching age 18, the Rules and Programmes for Post Primary 
Schools to not provide for indefinite or ongoing attendance of such pupils who are aged over 18.

11/06/2019WRQ03200Education Grants

11/06/2019WRQ03300298. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills the special rates of 
grants for disadvantaged students in which the income for the tax year January 2018 must not 
exceed €24,000; if the limit for the said reckonable income is increased for two additional fam-
ily members who are pursuing full-time education courses and in which ensuring that the said 
household which has income of €26,200 would qualify for the disadvantaged students special 
rate of maintenance grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24351/19]

11/06/2019WRQ03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Report of the Action 
Group on Access to Third Level Education made detailed recommendations concerning the 
introduction of special rates of maintenance grants for disadvantaged students.

The target group of “those most in need” was defined in terms of the dependants of people 
receiving long-term welfare payments, where the necessary conditions are fulfilled. Thence, the 
income threshold for the special rate of grant is aligned with the highest rate of social welfare 
support for the Old Age (Contributory) Pension. For the 2019/20 scheme, the threshold was 
increased from €23,500 to €24,000 to reflect the Budget 2018 increases in the Old Age Pension. 

The decision on eligibility for a student grant is a matter for SUSI to determine. In assessing 
an application for the 2019/20 academic year, SUSI will have regard to the following qualifying 
criteria for the special rate of maintenance grant:

1. The student must qualify for the standard rate of grant;

2. Total reckonable income, after income disregards and Child Dependant Increase(s) are 
excluded, must not exceed €24,000;

3. As at 31st of December 2018, the reckonable income must include one of the eligible 
long-term social welfare payments prescribed in the Student Grant Scheme. 

Whilst a student may not eligible for the special rate of maintenance grant, s/he may still 
qualify for other grant supports. 

Apart from the Student Grant Scheme, students in third-level institutions experiencing ex-
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ceptional financial need can apply for support under the Student Assistance Fund. This Fund 
assists students, in a sensitive and compassionate manner, who might otherwise be unable to 
continue their third level studies due to their financial circumstances. Details of this fund are 
available from the Access Office in the third level institution attended. This fund is adminis-
tered on a confidential, discretionary basis. 

11/06/2019WRQ03500Crime Prevention

11/06/2019WRQ03600299. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his strategy to pre-
vent young persons entering a life of crime in view of the recent gangland killings in Dublin and 
the warning of the Garda Commissioner to young persons not to choose a life of crime; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24137/19]

11/06/2019WRQ03700366. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the strategy to pre-
vent more young persons entering a life of crime in view of the recent gangland killings in 
Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24134/19]

11/06/2019WRQ03800Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 299 and 366 together.

The Deputy will appreciate that crime prevention and investigation, including in relation to 
the involvement of children in crime, are operational matters for An Garda Síochána in the first 
instance.

That being said, I share the Deputy’s concern that we do all that we can to prevent children 
and young people from coming under the influence of criminals.  An important initiative in that 
regard is the “Greentown” project, a research project led by the REPPP Project (Research Evi-
dence into Policy, Programmes and Practice) at the School of Law in the University of Limerick 
(UL). The REPPP project is a strategic research partnership with UL which is supported by the 
Department of Children and Youth Affairs, and also by my own Department.  Its specific focus 
is on examining the recruitment by criminal networks of children in Ireland and to make recom-
mendations for interventions to disrupt this. 

In the absence of international models of intervention that could be readily deployed, the 
original Greentown report (December 2016) recommended the design of a programme to in-
clude interventions with children and their families to help them withstand the influence of 
criminal networks.  This new “Greentown Programme” has been designed with the input of 
leading international expertise on crime and criminal networks, together with Irish scientific, 
policy and practice expertise in child protection and welfare, drugs and community develop-
ment. 

I understand that it is intended to commence a trial of the Greentown Programme approach, 
on a pilot basis, during 2019. 

More generally, I am currently developing a new Youth Justice Strategy with the assistance 
of an interdepartmental and interagency steering group.  The new Strategy will address the full 
range of issues relevant to youth justice, including how best to tackle the serious issues raised 
in the Deputy’s Question.  

A key issue here is how to ensure an integrated approach across all agencies, but in par-
ticular the relevant child welfare programmes, Garda Youth Diversion Projects and schools, to 
ensure a sustained and holistic response and that integrated services are provided to respond 
to the situation of children at risk, tailored to the individual child in the context of the specific 
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family and the specific community and the issues they face.  The new Youth Justice Strategy 
will be published in draft form for a further round of public consultation before the end of this 
year and will be finalised early in 2020.  

My Department also provides funding through the Irish Youth Justice Service (IYJS) to sup-
port the operation of 106 Garda Youth Diversion Projects (GYDPs).  These projects are com-
munity based multi-agency crime prevention initiatives which primarily seek to divert young 
people who have become involved in crime/anti-social behaviour.   

For 2019, IYJS has a renewed emphasis on preventative work by GYDPs, looking at the 
child in the context of the specific family and the specific community.  This includes family 
support work and working with children aged 8 to 11.  The Department also supports pilot proj-
ects, to help develop better approaches in areas such as engagement with hard-to-reach or more 
challenging children, as well as mentoring initiatives.

11/06/2019WRQ03900Garda Deployment

11/06/2019WRQ04000300. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
gardaí in the Meath division in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019. [23230/19]

11/06/2019WRQ04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter. Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in 
the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made 
of these resources. 

The Garda strength of the Meath Division  from 2009 to 30 April 2019 , as provided by the 
Commissioner, is available on my Department’s website through the following link. 

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/003_Garda_Numbers_by_Division_2006_to_April_%20
2019.xlsx/Files/003_Garda_Numbers_by_Division_2006_to_April_%202019.xlsx

 For more general information on Garda Facts and Figures please see the following link.

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures

11/06/2019WRQ04200Garda Data

11/06/2019WRQ04300301. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
gardaí who have retired in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019. [23231/19]

11/06/2019WRQ04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who has responsibility to manage and control generally 
the administration and business of An Garda Síochána, including by arranging for the recruit-
ment, training and appointment of its members and workforce planning for the organisation.

The following table sets out the number of retirements from An Garda Síochána in the years 
2016 to 2019, correct as of 6 June 2019, as provided by An Garda Síochána. 

Retirements in An Garda Síochána, 2016-2019
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2016 2017 2018 2019 (to date)
235 233 224 101
The Government has increased the budget for An Garda Síochána to €1.76 billion for 2019, 

which includes provision for sustained recruitment to An Garda Síochána this year. The Garda 
Commissioner has informed me that he intends to recruit 600 trainee Gardaí in 2019, and a net 
of 600 Garda Staff which will allow the Commissioner to redeploy a further 500 Gardaí from 
administrative duties to the frontline policing duties for which they were trained in 2019. 

I have been assured by the Garda Commissioner that the recruitment of Garda members 
planned for 2019 will ensure that, taking account of projected departures, the Government’s 
commitment to increasing the strength of An Garda Síochána to 15,000 Garda members by 
2021 remains on track. The number of Garda members in An Garda Síochána now stands at just 
over 14,000 , a net increase of over 1,000 since the end of 2016.

11/06/2019WRQ04500Garda Data

11/06/2019WRQ04600302. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of gardaí 
per head of population by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23232/19]

11/06/2019WRQ04700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of personnel and I, as Min-
ister, have no direct role in the matter. 

I can assure the Deputy that this Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible 
police presence throughout the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engage-
ment, provide reassurance to citizens and to deter crime. 

I am informed by the Commissioner that as of the 30 April 2019, the latest date for which 
data is available, the overall strength of An Garda Síochána was 14,126 with 508 Reserves and 
2,659 Civilians.

Garda management keeps the distribution of Gardaí under review in the context of crime 
trends and policing priorities to ensure optimum use is made of resources. I am advised by the 
Commissioner that recent census data is incorporated into the personnel allocation model. I un-
derstand that Census information received on a specific county format is amended by the Garda 
Síochána Analysis Service to reflect Garda Divisional boundaries. 

However, it is important to note that ratios such as the number of Gardaí per head of popu-
lation are not an appropriate tool to use when considering the allocation of Garda resources as 
they fail to take account of the fact that crime levels and types can vary significantly among 
communities of similar population size. The information requested by the Deputy in relation to 
the number of Gardaí per head of population is therefore not collated.

I have been assured by the Garda Commissioner that Garda recruitment planned for 2019 
will ensure that the Government’s commitment to increasing the strength of An Garda Síochána 
to 15,000 Garda members by 2021 will be achieved.

Garda strength for each Division by station and rank, from 2009 to 30 April 2019 is avail-
able on my Department’s website through the following link.

 http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/003_Garda_Numbers_by_Division_2006_to_April_%20
2019.xlsx/Files/003_Garda_Numbers_by_Division_2006_to_April_%202019.xlsx
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For more general information on Garda Facts and Figures please see the following link.

 http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures

11/06/2019WRQ04800Garda Deployment

11/06/2019WRQ04900303. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of gardaí by rank attached to the Kildare drugs unit as of 24 May 2019; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23245/19]

11/06/2019WRQ05000304. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of gardaí by rank attached to the Kildare roads policing unit as of 24 May 2019; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23246/19]

11/06/2019WRQ05100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 303 and 304 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Garda Commissioner is statutorily responsible for the 
management of An Garda Síochána, including personnel matters, and I, as Minister, do not 
have responsibility for this matter. Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under 
continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the 
optimum use is made of resources.

I have been informed by the Commissioner that the additional resources coming on stream 
have enabled him to assign resources to Specialist Bureaus such as the Garda National Drugs 
and Organised Crime Bureau.  This Bureau leads on the strategy for tackling drugs and works 
with Garda Divisional Drug Units nationwide in demand reduction and supply reduction at lo-
cal level.

An Garda Síochána remains resolute in its determination to act against those within society 
who pose a significant threat to the welfare and well-being of our citizens and the communities 
they serve. All Gardaí have a responsibility in the prevention and detection of criminal activity 
whether it be in the area of drug offences crime or otherwise.  A core focus of the work carried 
out by An Garda Síochána is aimed at tackling drugs and organised crime.

The number of Gardaí by rank attached to the Kildare Drugs Unit as of 30 April 2019 (the 
latest date for which figures are readily available) was 11, of whom 2 were Sergeants and 9 were 
Gardaí.

In 2017 the Commissioner established the Garda National Roads Policing Bureau (GNRPB) 
to ensure a consistent approach to road safety and enforcement of road traffic legislation across 
the country. This is achieved through coordination of enforcement and development of policy 
based on research and analysis of statistics and by engaging in campaigns in partnership with 
other State Agencies.

Furthermore, the Divisional Garda Traffic Corps have been re-named Garda Road Policing 
Units, to reflect the role the Units will play in denying criminals the use of the roads network. 
In addition to the Roads Policing Units focusing on the lifesaver offences of speeding, seatbelts, 
mobile phones and driving under the influence, they will also focus on crime prevention and 
crime detection. Divisional Roads Policing Units will work closely with other Divisional units 
to target known criminals and to disrupt their activities through strict enforcement of road traf-
fic legislation.
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The strength of the Kildare Roads Policing Unit as of the 30 April 2019 (the latest date for 
which figures are readily available) was 27, of whom 2 were Sergeants and 25 were Gardaí.

 For more general information on Garda Facts and Figures please see the following link.

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures

11/06/2019WRR00300Garda Administrative Costs

11/06/2019WRR00400305. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the es-
timated full year cost of employing ten new front-line gardaí. [23257/19]

11/06/2019WRR00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): There has been an un-
precedented level of investment in An Garda Síochána in recent years. The budgetary allocation 
to An Garda Síochána for 2019 amounts to €1.76 billion, which includes provision for sustained 
recruitment to An Garda Síochána this year. The Garda Commissioner has informed me that he 
intends to recruit 600 trainee Gardaí in 2019 and it is positive that the number of sworn Garda 
members is now in excess of 14,000, with 200 more Gardaí having attested on 7 June. An Garda 
Síochána remains on track to reach the target of 15,000 sworn Garda members by 2021. 

Very significant capital investment is also being made, including investment of €342 mil-
lion in Garda ICT infrastructure between 2016 and 2021; and investment of €46 million in the 
Garda Fleet over the same period. This continuing investment in people and capital supports 
the Government’s commitment to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout the 
country to maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance to citizens and 
deter crime.

In accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amended, the Garda Commissioner is 
responsible for managing and controlling the administration and business of An Garda Sío-
chána and for the allocation of Garda resources, in light of identified operational demands. As 
Minister, I have no direct role in these matters.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the estimated full year cost of employing 10 
newly attested Gardaí is €441,316. This estimate includes the basic salary (at the first point on 
the Garda pay scale), fixed allowances, an estimate of variable allowances (which newly at-
tested Gardaí may qualify for depending on their assignments) and employer’s PRSI. 

This estimate does not include any payments made to trainee Gardaí while attending the 
Garda training college for 32 weeks, nor does it include the impact of any pay increases (includ-
ing the 1.75% pay rise scheduled for 1 September 2019). 

11/06/2019WRR00600Garda Administrative Costs

11/06/2019WRR00700306. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
estimated full year cost of employing ten new administration staff in An Garda Síochána. 
[23258/19]

11/06/2019WRR00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The resources provided 
by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented levels, with an allocation 
for 2019 of €1.76 billion.  Very significant capital investment is also being made, including in-
vestment of €342 million in Garda ICT infrastructure between 2016 and 2021; and investment 
of €46 million in the Garda Fleet over the same period. 
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The Garda Commissioner is responsible for managing and controlling the administration 
and business of An Garda Síochána, including by arranging for the recruitment and training of 
personnel.  Further, the allocation of Garda resources and distribution of personnel are a matter 
for the Commissioner, in light of identified operational demands. 

I am pleased to say that recruitment of Garda members and staff is ongoing. Since the be-
ginning of 2017, just under 480 new Garda staff posts have been sanctioned by the Policing 
Authority with the consent of my Department and the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform. The Government provided funding in Budget 2019 to sustain continued recruitment 
into An Garda Síochána and, as part of this recruitment, the Commissioner decided to recruit a 
net 600 Garda Staff this year, which will facilitate the ongoing programme of civilianisation in 
An Garda Síochána and allow for redeployment of approximately 500 experienced Gardaí to 
frontline policing duties by the end of this year. This fully reflects the Governments’ continuing 
support for the Commissioner in reaching the target of 4,000 Garda staff by 2021.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that as of 30 April 2019, there were approximately 
2,600 Garda staff undertaking administrative, professional, technical and industrial support du-
ties. 

I am further informed that such staff positions range from clerical support and financial 
management functions to specialised roles in HR, IT and telecommunications, as well as teach-
ing, finance and procurement, internal audit, communications, research and analysis, accommo-
dation, scene-of-crime support and legal and medical services.  Large numbers of Garda staff 
also work in operational areas including the Garda Central Vetting Bureau, the Garda Informa-
tion Service Centre, the Fixed Charge Processing Office and the Command and Control Centre. 

Bearing in mind this broad range of duties, I am advised by the Garda authorities that the 
estimated cost of employing ten new administration staff would be approximately €450,000, on 
the basis of an average estimated cost per civilian employee of approximately €45,000, includ-
ing employer costs such as PRSI.

11/06/2019WRR00900Courts Service Data

11/06/2019WRR01000307. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the es-
timated cost of increasing the Courts Service annual funding by 5%. [23259/19]

11/06/2019WRR01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, following the publication by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform of the Es-
timates for Public Services on 9 October 2018, the total gross allocation for 2019 for the Courts 
Service was confirmed at €138.405 million, comprising €51.5 million for capital spending and 
€86.9 million for current expenditure. Therefore, a 5 % increase in the annual funding for the 
Courts Service would cost approximately €6.92 million. 

11/06/2019WRR01200Garda Youth Diversion Projects

11/06/2019WRR01300308. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the es-
timated cost of establishing ten new Garda youth diversion projects; and the estimated full-year 
cost of running these projects. [23260/19]

11/06/2019WRR01400Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
In 2018, my Department provided €13,752,726 in grant funding which covered the full year 
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costs of 105 Garda Youth Diversion Projects operating nationwide. A further €2,829,882 in 
grant funding was provided to support a range of other activities, including project work relat-
ing to Local Drugs Task Forces, pilot mentoring initiatives and measures to support training 
and best practices.

The full year running costs of a Garda Youth Diversion Project will vary between projects 
and is dependent on several factors including location, catchment area and the number of par-
ticipants.  I am informed that the most recently established GYDPs, in locations where a project 
had not existed before, were set up in 2015. These projects were allocated a maximum annual 
budget of €125,000 each. This included any costs associated with the establishment of the proj-
ect, but not any costs for additional work in the areas of mentoring, family support, preventative 
work, etc.

The cost for setting up 10 new projects, with the standard staffing level of two youth Justice 
Workers, would be approximately €1,250,000, and any additional running costs for these would 
vary depending on size and location and on the agreed workplan for the project. The approxi-
mate average cost of running a project, in 2019, is estimated as €137,505.

11/06/2019WRR01500Citizenship Applications

11/06/2019WRR01600309. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application for citizenship in the case of a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23266/19]

11/06/2019WRR01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the processing of the ap-
plication for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is ongoing. 
On completion of the necessary processing the application will be submitted to me for decision 
as expeditiously as possible. Should further documentation be required it will be requested from 
the applicant in due course.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range 
of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing 
the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

11/06/2019WRR01800Work Permits Applications

11/06/2019WRR01900310. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 



Questions - Written Answers

154

an application for a work permit by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23269/19]

11/06/2019WRR02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): At the outset, I would 
remind the Deputy that ministerial responsibility for the State’s work permit system is vested in 
the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.

In terms of the wider immigration case of the person concerned, I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that an application made by 
the person concerned for an extension of student conditions was refused by letter dated 10th 
September, 2018. 

In light of the fact that the person concerned had no valid basis to remain in the State, they 
were, by letter dated 19th October, 2018, notified of the proposal to make a Deportation Order 
in respect of them and, in response to that notification, the person concerned has submitted writ-
ten representations.

These representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, will 
be fully considered, under Section 3(6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other 
applicable legislation, in advance of a final decision being made. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

11/06/2019WRR02100Garda Transport Provision

11/06/2019WRR02200311. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if funding is 
available in 2019 to purchase extra Garda command and control vehicles; if so, when these 
vehicles will come into the fleet; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23271/19]

11/06/2019WRR02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The resources provided 
by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented levels, with an allocation 
for 2019 of €1.76 billion.  Very significant capital investment is also being made in An Garda 
Síochána, including a total of €46 million for investment in the Garda fleet between 2016 and 
2021.  This continuing investment is intended to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a modern, 
effective and fit-for-purpose fleet and that Gardaí can be mobile, visible and responsive on the 
roads and in the community to prevent and tackle crime.  A total of €10 million has been made 
available in 2019 for purchase and fit-out of Garda vehicles. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, in accordance with Section 26 of the Garda Síochána Act 
2005 as amended, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for managing and controlling the 
administration and business of An Garda Síochána.  Further, the allocation of Garda resources 
is a matter for the Commissioner, in light of identified operational demands. This includes re-
sponsibility for the allocation of Garda vehicles among the various Garda divisions.  As Minis-
ter, I have no direct role in these matters.  I understand however that Garda management keeps 
the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing 
priorities to ensure their optimum use. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that An Garda Síochána intends to use this year’s al-
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location to purchase and fit out over 300 new vehicles for the Garda fleet.  I am further informed 
by the Garda authorities that it is not currently intended to purchase command and control ve-
hicles this year. 

11/06/2019WRR02400Garda Transport Provision

11/06/2019WRR02500312. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if funding is 
available in 2019 to purchase extra Garda prisoner transport vehicles; if so, when the vehicles 
will come into the fleet; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23272/19]

11/06/2019WRR02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The resources provided 
by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented levels, with an allocation 
for 2019 of €1.76 billion.  Very significant capital investment is also being made in An Garda 
Síochána, including a total of €46 million for investment in the Garda fleet between 2016 and 
2021.  This continuing investment is intended to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a modern, 
effective and fit-for-purpose fleet and that Gardaí can be mobile, visible and responsive on the 
roads and in the community to prevent and tackle crime.  A total of €10 million is available in 
2019 for purchase and fit-out of Garda vehicles.

As the Deputy will appreciate, in accordance with Section 26 of the Garda Síochána Act 
2005 as amended, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for managing and controlling the ad-
ministration and business of An Garda Síochána.  Further, the allocation of Garda resources is a 
matter for the Commissioner, in light of identified operational demands. This includes respon-
sibility for the allocation of Garda vehicles among the various Garda divisions.  As Minister, 
I have no direct role in these matters. I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps 
the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing 
priorities to ensure their optimum use.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that 3 prisoner transport vehicles have been allo-
cated to the fleet this year, bringing the total number of prisoner transport vehicles to 17. 

The Garda authorities have informed me that there are no plans to allocate any further ve-
hicles to this duty at this time. 

11/06/2019WRR02700Garda Data

11/06/2019WRR02800313. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of instances of Garda firearms and less than lethal weapons being discharged in each of the 
years 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23281/19]

11/06/2019WRR02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Garda HQ Directive 
10/2010 came into effect on 26 January 2010. This requires An Garda Síochána to notify the 
Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission of the discharge of a firearm, or less than lethal de-
vice, within 48 hours of the event occurring.

This requirement is additional to that set out in section 102 (1) of the Garda Síochána Act 
2005 which is a statutory requirement on the Garda Commissioner to refer to GSOC any matter 
that appears to indicate that the conduct of a Garda may have resulted in the death or serious 
harm to a person.

Based on the notifications made to GSOC by An Garda Síochána, under Directive 10/2010, 
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I wish to provide the Deputy with the following information which I have received from GSOC.

Year OC (Pepper)Spray Taser Firearms
2017 657 34 6
2018 687 31 4
2019 to date 257 8 1

11/06/2019WRR03000Witness Protection Programme

11/06/2019WRR03100314. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the budget 
allocation to the Garda witness protection programme in each of the years 2017, 2018 and 2019, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23282/19]

11/06/2019WRR03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The resources provided 
by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented levels, with an allocation 
for 2019 of €1.76 billion.  Very significant capital investment is also being made in An Garda 
Síochána, including investment of €342 million in Garda ICT infrastructure between 2016 and 
2021 and investment of €46 million in the Garda fleet over the same period. 

In accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amended, the Garda Commissioner is 
responsible for managing and controlling the administration and business of An Garda Sío-
chána and for the allocation of Garda resources, in light of identified operational demands. As 
Minister, I have no direct role in these matters. I understand however that Garda management 
keeps the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and 
policing priorities so as to ensure their optimum use.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the budget allocation to the Garda Witness Pro-
tection Programme for each of the years 2017, 2018 and 2019 was €1,198,000.

11/06/2019WRR03300Citizenship Applications

11/06/2019WRR03400315. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of on 
a citizenship application by a person (details supplied). [23297/19]

11/06/2019WRR03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the processing of the ap-
plication for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is ongoing. 
On completion of the necessary processing the application will be submitted to me for decision 
as expeditiously as possible. Should further documentation be required it will be requested from 
the applicant in due course.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range 
of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing 
the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
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INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

11/06/2019WRR03600Crime Data

11/06/2019WRR03700316. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of per-
sons convicted and arrested for drink driving by age, gender, county and Garda district in each 
of the previous three years to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23310/19]

11/06/2019WRR03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsi-
bility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions, and this includes 
the provision of information on the courts system. 

I have requested information from the Courts Service and it advises that it cannot give 
statistics by gender, age or Garda District.  It can only provide the figures for convictions by 
District Court Area and these are set out in the following table.

Report by Court Area on the number of persons convicted of Drink Driving.

Note: If a person was convicted in more than one court year in the same year, they will ap-
pear twice on the report

Court Area   No of Defen-
dants Convict-
edJan -  Dec    
2016   

No of Defen-
dants Convict-
edJan – Dec 
2017   

No of Defen-
dants Convict-
edJan – Dec 
2018   

No of 
Defendants 
Convicted-
Jan – Jul 
2019   

ACAILL 3 1 1
AN CLOCHAN 
LIATH

4 5 11 6

AN DAINGEAN 6 3 10 3
AN FAL CAR-
RACH

3 3 17 1

ARDEE 6 5 6 6
ARKLOW 9 35 29 2
ATHLONE 25 50 39 19
ATHY 5 13 10 9
BALLAGHADER-
REEN

3 2 4 3

BALLINA 30 36 20 16
BALLINASLOE 11 18 13 18
BALLYSHANNON 9 17 16 6
BANDON 32 41 48 19
BANTRY 19 16 25 5
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Court Area   No of Defen-
dants Convict-
edJan -  Dec    
2016   

No of Defen-
dants Convict-
edJan – Dec 
2017   

No of Defen-
dants Convict-
edJan – Dec 
2018   

No of 
Defendants 
Convicted-
Jan – Jul 
2019   

BEAL AN 
MHUIRTHEAD

6 6 5 5

BRAY 26 40 51 20
BUNCRANA 7 8 32 17
CAHIRCIVEEN 5 8 14 1
CARLOW 41 43 63 27
CARNDONAGH 2 9 7 12
CARRICK ON 
SHANNON

12 20 27 11

CARRICK ON 
SUIR

7 8 9 7

CARRICK-
MACROSS

35 46 42 26

CASHEL 27 41 38 21
CASTLEBAR 34 38 36 14
CASTLEREA 3 1 7 5
CAVAN 45 89 59 37
CILL RONAIN 1 9 1
CLIFDEN 10 26 9 2
CLONAKILTY 26 22 7
CLONMEL 32 30 34 13
CORK CITY 202 239 235 97
DOIRE AN 
FHEICH

7 8 13 2

DONEGAL 12 21 22 5
DROGHEDA 28 32 33 17
DUBLIN METRO-
POLITAN DIS-
TRICT

542 552 647 295

DUNDALK 54 67 51 24
DUNGARVAN 13 20 22 9
ENNIS 66 68 80 37
FERMOY 32 38 48 17
GALWAY 103 116 137 56
GOREY 38 46 41 46
GORT 11 27 18 3
KENMARE 4 1 7 3
KILCOCK 19 19 44 13
KILKENNY 35 47 51 34
KILLALOE 5 6 4 3
KILLARNEY 39 29 33 11
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Court Area   No of Defen-
dants Convict-
edJan -  Dec    
2016   

No of Defen-
dants Convict-
edJan – Dec 
2017   

No of Defen-
dants Convict-
edJan – Dec 
2018   

No of 
Defendants 
Convicted-
Jan – Jul 
2019   

KILLORGLIN 3 1
KILRUSH 6 5 8 3
LETTERKENNY 71 86 107 48
LIMERICK 116 164 144 65
LISMORE 4 10 4
LISTOWEL 19 13 22 13
LONGFORD 44 69 58 32
LOUGHREA 15 20 34 23
MACROOM 25 15 30 15
MALLOW 39 65 73 50
MANORHAMIL-
TON

3 2

MEATH 92 133 126 67
MIDLETON 52 53 58 28
MONAGHAN 31 57 60 19
MULLINGAR 77 93 74 46
NA GLEANNTA 5 4 7 1
NAAS 64 78 151 58
NAVAN 21 1 1
NENAGH 34 46 60 26
NEWCASTLE 
WEST

28 41 43 12

PORTLAOISE 59 70 89 41
ROSCOMMON 19 10 13 11
SKIBBEREEN 7 3 10 4
SLIGO 33 39 58 17
STROKESTOWN 4 1 2 3
THURLES 30 35 52 26
TIPPERARY 14 15 19 11
TRALEE 57 49 85 35
TRIM 4
TUAM 13 31 26 9
TUBBERCURRY 5 3 9 4
TULLAMORE 57 61 69 29
VIRGINIA 25 41 35 7
WATERFORD 
CITY

43 60 87 28

WESTPORT 15 11 12 6
WEXFORD 70 72 67 47
WICKLOW 11 13 14 10
YOUGHAL 14 15 11 3
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Court Area   No of Defen-
dants Convict-
edJan -  Dec    
2016   

No of Defen-
dants Convict-
edJan – Dec 
2017   

No of Defen-
dants Convict-
edJan – Dec 
2018   

No of 
Defendants 
Convicted-
Jan – Jul 
2019   

Total 2,920 3,488 3,911 1,808

11/06/2019WRR03900Crime Data

11/06/2019WRR04000317. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
persons convicted and arrested for speeding by age, gender, county and Garda district in each 
of the previous three years to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23311/19]

11/06/2019WRR04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsi-
bility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions, and this includes 
the provision of information on the courts system. 

I have requested information from the Courts Service and it advises that it cannot give sta-
tistics by gender or age and the number arrested is entirely a matter for An Garda Síochána as 
not all arrests lead to prosecutions.  It can only provide the figures for convictions by District 
Court Area and these are set out in the following table.

Report by Court Area on the number of persons convicted of Speeding

Note: If a person was convicted in more than one court year in the same year, they will ap-
pear twice on the report

Court Area   No of Defen-
dants con-
victed Jan - Dec    
2016   

No of Defen-
dants con-
victed Jan - Dec    
2017   

No of Defen-
dants con-
victed Jan - Dec    
2018   

No of Defen-
dants convict-
ed Jan - Jul    
2019   

AN CLOCHAN 
LIATH

6 4

AN FAL CAR-
RACH

1

ARDEE 77 51 20 13
ARKLOW 13 14 31 9
ATHLONE 92 36 27 19
ATHY 26 44 20 13
BALLAGHAD-
ERREEN

2 4 5 1

BALLINA 12 11 47 6
BALLINASLOE 42 60 25
BALLYSHAN-
NON

20 34 9 6

BANDON 31 37 8 13
BANTRY 3 10 4
BRAY 120 82 50 19
BUNCRANA 3 6 13 6
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Court Area   No of Defen-
dants con-
victed Jan - Dec    
2016   

No of Defen-
dants con-
victed Jan - Dec    
2017   

No of Defen-
dants con-
victed Jan - Dec    
2018   

No of Defen-
dants convict-
ed Jan - Jul    
2019   

CARLOW 41 53 35 24
CARNDONAGH 17 16 2 3
CARRICK ON 
SHANNON

26 20 9 7

CARRICK ON 
SUIR

7 15 6 5

CARRICK-
MACROSS

39 71 47 19

CASHEL 43 45 34 21
CASTLEBAR 29 38 16 6
CASTLEREA 3 7 8 2
CAVAN 133 65 27 15
CLIFDEN 1 1 1
CLONAKILTY 2 9 5 1
CLONMEL 31 23 7 6
CORK CITY 292 352 153 78
DOIRE AN 
FHEICH

35 24 1 3

DONEGAL 12 35 9 3
DROGHEDA 66 110 46 15
DUBLIN MET-
ROPOLITAN 
DISTRICT

1,890 2,193 1,282 281

DUNDALK 109 58 28 27
DUNGARVAN 63 42 48 25
ENNIS 139 166 118 35
FERMOY 87 74 50 19
GALWAY 266 151 74 28
GOREY 145 150 70 40
GORT 14 7 2
KILCOCK 78 91 62 39
KILKENNY 244 154 73 53
KILLALOE 13 15 10 2
KILLARNEY 56 51 18 19
KILRUSH 10 12 2
LETTERKENNY 70 73 73 26
LIMERICK 303 259 241 119
LISMORE 14 2 5 2
LISTOWEL 25 27 17 4
LONGFORD 54 48 51 25
LOUGHREA 58 62 28 12
MACROOM 40 41 38 11
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Court Area   No of Defen-
dants con-
victed Jan - Dec    
2016   

No of Defen-
dants con-
victed Jan - Dec    
2017   

No of Defen-
dants con-
victed Jan - Dec    
2018   

No of Defen-
dants convict-
ed Jan - Jul    
2019   

MALLOW 92 75 26 13
MANORHAMIL-
TON

1

MEATH 114 79 48 22
MIDLETON 77 47 14 21
MONAGHAN 43 45 26 20
MULLINGAR 114 63 67 17
NAAS 489 466 336 89
NAVAN 40
NENAGH 94 62 48 14
NEWCASTLE 
WEST

209 119 109 67

PORTLAOISE 89 106 148 39
ROSCOMMON 20 37 9 6
SKIBBEREEN 3
SLIGO 79 79 47 19
STROKESTOWN 8 11 7 2
THURLES 62 40 16 5
TIPPERARY 10 6 4 2
TRALEE 15 28 22 22
TRIM 4
TUAM 35 50 30 8
TUBBERCURRY 12 11 8 1
TULLAMORE 57 37 40 7
VIRGINIA 36 38 32 5
WATERFORD 
CITY

99 63 66 49

WEXFORD 120 155 131 55
WICKLOW 82 48 68 40
YOUGHAL 10 9 4 3
 Total 6,911 6,631 4,237 1,632

11/06/2019WRR04200Refugee Data

11/06/2019WRR04300318. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of asylum 
seekers and refugees here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23354/19]

11/06/2019WRR04400319. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide an 
age profile breakdown of asylum seekers and refugees here; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [23355/19]

11/06/2019WRR04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 318 and 319 together.
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It is not possible to provide the data requested in respect of the categories of persons re-
quested by the Deputy principally because not every applicant or person granted refugee status 
chooses to remain in the State either during their application process or subsequent to a grant of 
refugee status.  For example, some applicants may leave the State without notifying me and not 
continue with their application. Others may decide not to cooperate with the process (such as 
not returning their application questionnaires to the International Protection Office (IPO)) and 
therefore it is difficult to ascertain if they continue to reside in the State.  Some applicants may 
formally withdraw their international protection application and either leave the State or else 
reside in the State under a different immigration permission type. Therefore, because an indi-
vidual has applied for asylum and their application has yet to be finalised, this is not determi-
native of the number of international protection applicants actually residing in the State at any 
given time.

Notwithstanding, and to give some context to the number of asylum seekers and refugees 
that have applied for an international protection status, I can inform the Deputy that as of end 
May 2019 there are some 8,116 persons who have made an international protection application 
or refugee status application whose application is ongoing.  Many of these are under active con-
sideration either at first instance or appeal while others maybe the subject of judicial review, etc.  
Included in this number are approximately 1,200 protection applicants who are considered not 
to be cooperating, for example, not having returned their international protection questionnaire 
or provided a valid address. 

With regard to persons granted refugee status, I can inform the Deputy that a total of 5,449 
persons have received an international protection declaration (refugee status or subsidiary pro-
tection status) since 2008 to the end of May 2019. In addition, a total of 1,307 programme refu-
gees have arrived in the State under the UNHCR-led Refugee Resettlement strand of the IRPP 
(Irish Refugee Protection Programme), making a total of 6,756 persons who have been issued 
either a refugee or subsidiary protection status in the State during the period.  It is not possible 
to say how many of those granted status are currently in the State.  For example, some may have 
left the State voluntarily and it is expected that a significant number have gone on to become 
naturalised Irish citizens or have attained an alternative immigration permission.  

With regards to the age profile of those seeking international protection, for the reasons out-
lined, it is not possible to provide such figures for those resident in the State.  However, the fol-
lowing tables provide a breakdown of those currently at first instance stage (which is considered 
representative of the wider population) together with a breakdown of persons granted refugee 
status or subsidiary protection status for the period requested by the Deputy.  

Table 1:   Age breakdown – Asylum/International Protection Cases Pending in the 
International Protection Office for first instance recommendation decision on 31/05/2019

Age    Profile   Total   
Minors (0-17 years) 1,103
Adults (18 and upwards) 4,626
Total 5729
Table 2: Age breakdown – Persons granted a protection status (refugee or subsidiary 

protection status) since 2008. 

Age Profile       Total   
Age Profile       Total   
Minors (0-17 years) 2,305
Adults (18 and upwards) 4,451
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Total 6,756

11/06/2019WRS00200Commencement of Legislation

11/06/2019WRS00300320. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the timeline and 
status of the commencement of section 212 of the Legal Services Regulation Act 2015; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [23363/19]

11/06/2019WRS00400323. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the scheduled 
date for the commencement of operations by the legal practitioners’ tribunal in accordance 
with the Legal Services Regulation Act 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23376/19]

11/06/2019WRS00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 320 and 323 together.

The regulatory reform of the legal services sector has been taking place since the enactment 
of the Legal Services Regulation Act 2015 and the establishment of the Legal Services Regula-
tory Authority, which is independent in the performance of its functions, on 1 October 2016.  

The Legal Service Regulatory Authority’s forthcoming actions are set out in its Strategic 
Plan for 2018-2020 which was duly laid before the Houses and under which the Authority is set 
to come into substantial operational mode from the middle of this year. 

Part 6 of the Act provides for the introduction of an independent complaints and profession-
al conduct regime for legal practitioners including the separate establishment and appointment 
of an independent Legal Practitioners’ Disciplinary Tribunal. The new Tribunal will deal with 
allegations of serious misconduct by both solicitors and barristers and will replace the existing 
bodies which currently operate for that purpose and will be winding-down their existing casel-
oads. Extensive preparations have been on-going at the Legal Services Regulatory Authority to 
put the necessary procedural, staffing, IT and other supports in place with the intention of being 
in a position to receive and process public complaints from early October 2019. At that point, 
members of the public will no longer make their complaints through the legal professional bod-
ies as they do at present but directly to the Authority and the new Disciplinary Tribunal will 
come into operation in its own right. 

Section 212 of the 2015 Act, provides that a barrister in employment whose name is entered 
on the Roll of Practising Barristers may provide legal services to his or her employer, including 
by appearing on behalf of that employer in a court, tribunal or forum for arbitration. Given that 
the Roll of Practising Barristers has now been established by the Authority it is also anticipated 
that section 212 will be commenced to coincide with the coming into operation of the public 
complaints and professional conduct regime of Part 6 of the 2015 Act later this year. 

This Autumn will also see the introduction of the new legal costs transparency regime set 
out in Part 10 of the 2015 Act including, separately, the transition of the Office of the Taxing-
Master to that of the Legal Costs Adjudicators which will maintain a publicly accessible Reg-
ister of its legal costs determinations. Similarly, the roll-out of Legal Partnerships and Limited 
Liability Partnerships is anticipated. The new professional conduct regime being introduced 
under Part 6 will, therefore, underpin the new legal costs and other obligations that will apply 
to legal practitioners being regulated under the 2015 Act. As Minister I will, of course, continue 
to support the roll-out of these various functions with the timely commencement of the relevant 
provisions.
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11/06/2019WRS00600Garda Deployment

11/06/2019WRS00700321. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of gardaí in the Donegal division; the number of gardaí based in the division in each of the 
years 2011 to 2018; the number of new recruits placed in the division between 2017 and to date; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23364/19]

11/06/2019WRS00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter. Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in 
the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made 
of these resources.

The Garda strength of the Donegal  Division  from 2009 to 30 April 2019 , as provided by 
the Commissioner, is available on my Department’s website through the following link.

202019.xlsx/Files/003_Garda_Numbers_by_Division_2006_to_April_%202019.xlsx

The information in relation to the number of new recruits allocated to each Garda Station is 
available on my Department’s website through the following link, as supplied by the Commis-
sioner.   http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/08_Allocation_of_Probationer_Gardaí_by_Division_
and_Station_2014_to_March_2019.xlsx/Files/08_Allocation_of_Probationer_Gardaí_by_Di-
vision_and_Station_2014_to_March_2019.xlsx

I have been assured by the Garda Commissioner that the level of recruitment of Garda mem-
bers planned for 2019 will ensure that the Government’s commitment to increasing the strength 
of An Garda Síochána to 15,000 Garda members by 2021 will be achieved.

Since the reopening of the Garda College in September 2014, almost 2,800 recruits have 
attested as members of An Garda Síochána. This has seen an increase in the number of Garda 
members to just over 14,000 at the end of 2018, a net increase of over 1,000 since the end of 
2016.

The Government has increased the budget for An Garda Síochána to €1.76 billion for 2019, 
including provision for the recruitment of new Gardaí and Garda Staff this year. The Garda 
Commissioner has informed me that he intends to recruit a total of 600 trainee Gardaí in 2019 
and a net 600 Garda Staff. This Garda Staff recruitment will allow the Commissioner to rede-
ploy a further 500 fully trained Gardaí from administrative duties to frontline policing in 2019. 
This is in addition to the approximately 260 Gardaí redeployed from administrative to front line 
duties by the end of 2018. 

For more general information on Garda Facts and Figures please see the following link: 
http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures

11/06/2019WRS00900Legislative Measures

11/06/2019WRS01000322. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the law will 
allow for a divorce to take place after the two-year separation period following the recent refer-
endum result; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23371/19]

11/06/2019WRS01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the Thirty-eighth Amendment of the Constitution (Dissolution of Marriage) Bill 2016 



Questions - Written Answers

166

was approved by the people in a referendum on 24 May 2019. The Bill provides for the amend-
ment of Article 41.3.2 of the Constitution to remove the minimum living apart period for spous-
es seeking a divorce and for the amendment of Article 41.3.3 which deals with the recognition 
of foreign divorces.

After the Thirty-eighth Amendment of the Constitution (Dissolution of Marriage) Bill 2016 
is signed into law by the President, the Government will bring forward a Bill to amend section 
5(1)(a) of the Family Law (Divorce) Act 1996 to reduce the minimum living apart period speci-
fied in that Act to 2 years during the previous 3 years (from 4 years during the previous 5 years). 
I will seek Government approval shortly for the drafting of the Bill. 

The reduction of the minimum living apart period to two years will enable couples whose 
marriages have broken down with no reasonable prospect of reconciliation to regularise their 
affairs sooner.  A shorter living apart period will also have the potential to reduce the legal costs 
involved, as couples would be less likely to need to apply for judicial separation or make a for-
mal separation agreement while waiting to become eligible to apply for divorce.

Question No. 323 answered with Question No. 320.

11/06/2019WRS01300Garda Training

11/06/2019WRS01400324. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if funding will be 
forthcoming for Garda mountain bike training in DMR north division in the second half of 2019; 
and when training in mountain bikes was last provided to DMR north division. [23381/19]

11/06/2019WRS01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): There has been an un-
precedented level of investment in An Garda Síochána in recent years, in support of the Gov-
ernment’s commitment to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout the country.  
In total, €342 million is being invested in Garda ICT infrastructure between 2016 and 2021 to 
enable An Garda Síochána to deploy the latest cutting edge technologies and a total of €46 mil-
lion is being invested in the Garda fleet over the same period.

As the Deputy will appreciate, in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda 
Commissioner is responsible for managing and controlling the administration and business 
of An Garda Síochána. Further, the allocation of Garda resources is a matter for the Commis-
sioner, in light of identified operational demands.

The Dublin Metropolitan Region (DMR) North Division comprises of four Districts, name-
ly Ballymun, Coolock, Raheny, and Balbriggan.  I am informed by the Garda authorities that 
32 Garda members attached to the DMR North Division completed mountain bike training in 
2018.  I am further informed that 10 Garda members from the DMR North Division success-
fully completed a mountain bike training course in May 2019.

The Garda authorities have advised me that there are currently no plans to provide addi-
tional mountain bike training to the DMR North Division for the remainder of 2019.

11/06/2019WRS01600Legislative Measures

11/06/2019WRS01700325. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if amendments 
are expected from the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport in respect of the Judicial 
Council Bill 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23386/19]
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11/06/2019WRS01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the Judicial Council Bill completed Committee Stage in the Seanad relatively recently.  
A number of amendments to it were made at  that Stage, the most significant of which relate 
to sentencing guidelines.  The Government has now given approval for the drafting and mov-
ing of additional amendments to the Bill which will address the recommendations contained in 
the Second and Final Report of the Personal Injuries Commission insofar as personal injuries 
guidelines are concerned, and which will provide for the establishment of a Personal Injuries 
Guidelines Committee.  My intention in relation to the Bill is to introduce those amendments 
during the course of this month for consideration at Report Stage in the Seanad. 

I am committed to securing the enactment of the Judicial Council Bill before the summer 
recess and, with the cooperation of Senators and of Deputies, I believe that this will be possible.  
It is a matter for Senators and Deputies to consider which, if any, additional amendments they 
wish to table to the Bill.

11/06/2019WRS01900Garda Equipment

11/06/2019WRS02000326. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
Garda mountain bikes attached to each district in the Galway Garda division in 2017, 2018 and 
to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23408/19]

11/06/2019WRS02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): There has been an unprec-
edented level of investment in Garda resources across the State in recent years.  The budgetary 
allocation to An Garda Síochána for 2019 amounts to €1.76 billion.  Significant capital invest-
ment is also being made in An Garda Síochána in terms of the Garda Fleet, ICT infrastructure 
and the estate.  This continuing investment is intended to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a 
modern, effective and fit-for-purpose fleet and that Gardaí can be mobile, visible and responsive 
on the roads and in the community to prevent and tackle crime.

In accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amended, the Garda Commissioner is 
responsible for managing and controlling the administration and business of An Garda Sío-
chána.  Decisions in relation to the effective and efficient use of resources, including purchase 
and allocation of mountain bikes, are for the Commissioner in light of operational demands. I 
understand that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under continual review 
in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, so as to ensure their optimum use.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the following table outlines the number of Garda 
mountain bikes in the Galway Garda Division for the dates requested by the Deputy.  I am fur-
ther advised by the Garda authorities that Galway Division has adequate personnel trained and 
kitted-out in the appropriate uniform in that regard.

District/Community   
Engagement Hub

Number of Bikes   
2017

Number of Bikes   
2018

Number of Bikes   
2019

Galway   12 12 12
Ballinasloe/Tuam   5 5 5
Salthill/Clifden 4 4 4
Loughrea 7 7 7
Total for Galway 
Division

28 28 28

11/06/2019WRS02200Proposed Legislation
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11/06/2019WRS02300327. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the 
sale of alcohol Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23409/19]

11/06/2019WRS02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): It is proposed that the 
Sale of Alcohol Bill will contain proposals to update the law relating to the sale, supply and 
consumption of alcohol in licensed premises and registered clubs, by replacing both the Licens-
ing Acts 1833 to 2018 and the Registration of Clubs Acts 1904 to 2008 with streamlined provi-
sions more suited to modern conditions. 

These legislative proposals are among a large number of bills under consideration in my 
Department. At this time it is not possible to indicate when this complex bill will be published.

11/06/2019WRS02500Naturalisation Applications

11/06/2019WRS02600328. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the citizenship ap-
plication number of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23446/19]

11/06/2019WRS02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that there is no record of an 
application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy. The is-
suance of an Irish passport is a matter for the Passport Office, Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

11/06/2019WRS02800Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal

11/06/2019WRS02900329. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is satisfied 
with the turnaround times of the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal and the staffing of 
the board of the tribunal. [23477/19]

11/06/2019WRS03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Criminal Injuries 
Compensation Tribunal administers the Scheme of Compensation for Personal Injuries Crimi-
nally Inflicted.  Under the Terms of the Scheme, the Tribunal is entirely independent in the mat-
ter of individual decisions on applications for compensation.

Tribunal members, who are practising barristers and practising solicitors in the Courts sys-
tem, provide their services on a part time basis to the Tribunal.  In order to continue to allow the 
Tribunal to address claims as promptly as possible within the funds available, I have recently 
extended the term of office of 5 members pending a competition for the recruitment of new 
members.

The length of time taken to process an application can vary widely from case to case.  Each 
case is addressed on the individual application. While applications are processed with the mini-
mum of formality compared to court proceedings where compensation is being claimed, in 
making their decisions Tribunal Members must be satisfied that all supporting documentation 
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submitted is in order.  In some cases there can be delays pending the availability of all the 
required documentation and some cases are complex in terms of medical conditions.  For ex-
ample, in the cases of serious injury to the victim, it can take considerable amount of time be-
fore the treating consultant is in a position to give a final prognosis.  It is also often necessary 
to await Garda reports arising from the related criminal investigation before a final decision can 
be made in a case.  By their nature, such investigations can be lengthy and complex.

I can inform the Deputy that an assessment of the caseload of the Tribunal is currently being 
finalised and I expect to receive a report from my officials shortly.

I can also advise the Deputy that my Department has submitted a request for a review of 
the Scheme to the Law Reform Commission (LRC) for consideration in the context of its Pro-
gramme of Law Reform.

11/06/2019WRS03100Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal

11/06/2019WRS03200330. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a person 
(details supplied) can expect a decision from the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal. 
[23478/19]

11/06/2019WRS03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Criminal Injuries 
Compensation Tribunal administers the Scheme of Compensation for Personal Injuries Crimi-
nally Inflicted on Prison Officers.  Under the Terms of the Scheme, the Tribunal is entirely 
independent in the matter of individual decisions on applications for compensation.  

However, to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made with the Tribunal and 
I understand that the decision in this case was returned by the Tribunal member on the 6 June 
2019. This decision has now issued to the applicant concerned. 

11/06/2019WRS03400Naturalisation Applications

11/06/2019WRS03500331. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application for citizenship in the case of a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23485/19]

11/06/2019WRS03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the processing of the ap-
plication for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is ongoing. 
On completion of the necessary processing the application will be submitted to me for decision 
as expeditiously as possible. Should further documentation be required it will be requested from 
the applicant in due course.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range 
of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing 
the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.  
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Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

11/06/2019WRS03700Money Laundering

11/06/2019WRS03800332. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
and value of cases of completed investigations in the area of anti-money laundering in the past 
number of years; the current investigations under way; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23497/19]

11/06/2019WRS03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appre-
ciate that it is the Garda Síochána which is responsible for the instigation and management of 
criminal investigations and I, as Minister for Justice and Equality, have no role in relation to 
operational matters.

I have  requested the relevant information from the Commissioner of an Garda Síochána and 
I will write to the Deputy directly when I receive it.

11/06/2019WRS04000International Protection

11/06/2019WRS04100333. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 125 of 15 May 2019, if a passport will be returned to such a person 
upon request. [23511/19]

11/06/2019WRS04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I refer the Deputy to my 
previous reply to PQ  No. 125 for answer 15 May 2019.  In exceptional cases, passports can be 
temporarily returned to refugees upon request, if the person can demonstrate a well-founded 
need for such return. Each application is considered on its merits. A person seeking the return 
of a passport should write to the Ministerial Decisions Unit, INIS, 13-14 Burgh Quay, Dublin 
2 or email mduinfo@justice.ie, whereupon officials of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration 
Service (INIS) of my Department will make contact with her or him.

11/06/2019WRS04300Family Reunification Data

11/06/2019WRS04400334. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
successful applications for family reunification made by refugee sponsors under the INIS non-
EEA family reunification policy since the enactment of the International Protection Act 2015. 
[23540/19]

11/06/2019WRS04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The policy document 
referred to by the Deputy is a general policy to cover the broad range of persons legally in the 
State who wish to apply for their family members to join them.  I am advised by the Irish Natu-
ralisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, as the criteria for qualifica-
tion under the policy does not consider the original basis by which the sponsor came to have 
permission to be in the State, the data requested by the Deputy is not available.
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The usual manner by which persons who have been granted refugee status by the State can 
seek family reunification is in accordance in the International Protection Act 2015. Specifically, 
sections 56 and 57 provide for reunification where the family member is as defined in section 
56(9) of that Act. There have been 398 family members granted family reunification under the 
provisions of the Act since the commencement of the provisions on 31   December 2016.

In addition, the Irish Humanitarian Admissions Programme 2 (IHAP) was established to 
provide humanitarian admission to Ireland for 530 eligible family members of Irish citizens 
and those with protection status in Ireland. The first call for proposals was issued in June 2018 
which has led to a total of 98 applications being granted in respect of 166 beneficiaries. To date, 
of the 166 people granted permission, 89 have actually arrived in the State. 

A second call for proposals under the IHAP issued in December 2018, with a closing date 
for proposals of 8 February 2019. Processing of proposals under the second call is underway 
and it is expected that the majority of decisions under this call will issue by September 2019. 

11/06/2019WRS04600Gambling Sector

11/06/2019WRS04700335. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his Depart-
ment considers loot boxes and mystery boxes in video games a form of gambling or e-com-
merce activity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23566/19]

11/06/2019WRS04800Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): I 
have addressed on a number of occasions, the issue of “loot boxes” and whether they constitute 
a gambling or e-commerce offering.

A licence is required under the Betting Acts 1931 to 2015 or the Gaming and Lotteries Act 
1956 to sell gambling products, and gaming, as defined under the latter Act, is covered in that 
regard.  While the Minister for Justice and Equality has certain responsibilities under both Acts, 
the Revenue Commissioners are the responsible licensing authority for gaming and betting. 

Video games may offer in-game purchases of “loot boxes” advertised to increase the chanc-
es of success in the game. These are referred to as micro-transactions and are a method of 
monetisation of their product by game developers. Some games may be provided free or at very 
low cost. 

Where the offers do not fall within the current Irish legal definition of gambling, such pur-
chases are essentially an e-commerce activity. This would fall within the recourse of normal 
consumer law where there is dissatisfaction on the part of the customer with the purchase. 

However one might regard in-game purchases and how they may be marketed, it must be 
clear that they fall within the legal definition of a gambling activity to engage the regulatory 
attention of my or other Departments. This is a position, which is shared by other EU Member 
States. However, the position is kept under review.

I can offer the Deputy no particular guidance on the matter of “Mystery boxes”. However, 
my earlier comments on the requirement for a gambling licence or not also apply in this in-
stance.

11/06/2019WRT00200Court Accommodation Refurbishment

11/06/2019WRT00300336. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of refurbish-



Questions - Written Answers

172

ment works at Wicklow courthouse; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23629/19]

11/06/2019WRT00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts, includ-
ing the provision of accommodation for court sittings, is the responsibility of the Courts Service 
which is independent in exercising its functions. 

However, a number of developments in relation to Courts Service accommodation require-
ments are outlined in the Government’s recent National Development Plan 2018 - 2027. They 
include:

- Further new or refurbished courthouses in regional cities and county towns where facilities 
remain substandard (including Galway City, Wicklow Town, Portlaoise, Tralee and Roscom-
mon) and further provincial locations such as An Clochan Liath (Dungloe) to serve as the Gael-
tacht court for the region, and Tuam;

- Regional Family Law Centres;

- A nationwide condition survey of all court buildings in the estate will be undertaken to 
determine their condition and identify works required in relation to any issues identified and 
meet ongoing maintenance requirements.

The precise allocation and timing of additional funding over the entire ten year period re-
mains to be fully determined. It will be dependent on the outcome of further detailed planning 
and analysis of costs which will determine prioritisation of projects from a timing and budget-
ary perspective. 

Furthermore, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that, as part of its provincial capital building programme, one 
of the objectives is to extend and refurbish the courthouse in Wicklow town to provide a sig-
nificantly larger 4 courtroom venue together with a range of facilities for staff, the judiciary, 
persons in custody, jurors, legal professionals, other state agencies and members of the public.

The Courts Service has indicated that while detailed planning or design work has not yet 
commenced, it has purchased a number of adjacent properties, some of which will be demol-
ished in order to create a larger site capable of accommodating a courthouse building on the 
scale envisaged. Assistance has been sought from the OPW in this regard and it is hoped that 
demolition work will proceed in 2019.

11/06/2019WRT00500Closed-Circuit Television Systems

11/06/2019WRT00600337. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the issues regard-
ing the provision of CCTV in local communities with regard to adherence to the GDPR rules; 
the steps he has taken in examining this issue; the advice available to local community groups 
in the provision of CCTV in towns and villages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23631/19]

11/06/2019WRT00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): CCTV systems installed 
for the purposes of crime prevention and as aids to policing in areas to which the general public 
routinely have access fall into two distinct but complementary categories, namely Garda CCTV 
systems and community-based CCTV systems. 

Community CCTV is governed by section 38(3)(c) of the Garda Síochána Act 2005 and the 
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Garda Síochána (CCTV) Order 2006 (SI No 289 of 2006). This legal framework requires that 
any proposed community CCTV scheme must:

- be approved by the local Joint Policing Committee,

- have the prior support of the relevant local authority, which must also undertake to act as 
data controller and

- have the authorisation of the Garda Commissioner.

This is the legal basis for all community CCTV schemes and these key legal requirements 
have not changed since 2006.

In terms of the question of data protection, the Deputy may wish to be aware that on 29 
November 2018, the Data Protection Commission issued a note (available on its website www.
dataprotection.ie) confirming that there is a legal basis for community-based CCTV and that 
the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) does not introduce new barriers in that regard.  
In particular, the Office in its note confirmed that: 
  “Data protection legislation does not stand in the way of the roll-out of Community-based CCTV schemes that have been authorised by the Garda Commissioner. Once the local authority in the administrative area concerned is willing to take on and deliver on its responsibilities as a data controller for the schemes concerned, there is no legal impediment under data protection legislation to the scheme commencing.”

  The Data Protection Commission recently also circulated broad guidance for data control-
lers on CCTV (also available at www.dataprotection.ie  ) which I am confident will be of inter-
est and assistance to all stakeholders and in particular, to local authorities.  

The Programme for a Partnership Government commits to supporting investment in CCTV 
systems. In furtherance of this commitment, a grant-aid scheme to assist groups in the estab-
lishment of community-based CCTV systems in their local areas is being administered by my 
Department.  Eligible groups, including community groups and local authorities, can apply for 
grant-aid of up to 60% of the total capital cost of a proposed CCTV system, up to a maximum 
total of €40,000.

In establishing the grant-aid scheme, the Department consulted broadly, including with the 
Office of the Data Protection Commission, An Garda Síochána, the Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral and the Local Government Management Agency (LGMA).  My Department continues to 
engage with all relevant parties, including the LGMA, reflecting the reality that all stakeholders 
have the same objective – safer and more secure communities. 

I am keen to ensure that all interested groups, in both rural and urban areas, have the oppor-
tunity to take advantage of the availability of the grant aid scheme.  Further details are available 
to download from my Department’s website - www.justice.ie and support and guidance is avail-
able to help interested groups through a dedicated email address communitycctv@justice.ie

11/06/2019WRT00800Garda Deployment

11/06/2019WRT00900338. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
gardaí in the Kildare division. [23657/19]

11/06/2019WRT01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter. Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in 
the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made 
of these resources. 

The Garda strength of the Kildare Division  from 2009 to 30 April 2019 , as provided by the 
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Commissioner, is available on my Department’s website through the following link: 

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/003_Garda_Numbers_by_Division_2006_to_April_%20
2019.xlsx/Files/003_Garda_Numbers_by_Division_2006_to_April_%202019.xlsx

 For more general information on Garda Facts and Figures please see the following link: 
http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures

11/06/2019WRT01100Closed-Circuit Television Systems

11/06/2019WRT01200339. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
commission existing CCTV cameras on motorways for the detection and prevention of crime. 
[23658/19]

11/06/2019WRT01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The resources provided 
by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented levels, with an allocation of 
€1.76 billion for 2019.  Very significant capital investment is also being made, including invest-
ment of €342 million in Garda ICT infrastructure between 2016 and 2021; and investment of 
€46 million in the Garda Fleet over the same period.

As the Deputy will appreciate, in accordance with Section 26 of the Garda Síochána Act 
2005 as amended, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for managing and controlling the 
administration and business of An Garda Síochána. Further, the allocation of Garda resources 
is a matter for the Commissioner, in light of identified operational demands.  I understand how-
ever that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under continual review in the 
context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure their optimum use.

CCTV systems installed for the purposes of crime prevention and as aids to policing in ar-
eas to which the general public routinely have access fall into two distinct but complementary 
categories, namely Garda CCTV systems and community-based CCTV systems. Neither may 
be established without authorisation by the Garda Commissioner, among other requirements. 

Garda CCTV systems are established and maintained in areas or at locations decided upon 
by the Garda authorities.

Community based CCTV schemes are governed by section 38(3)(c) of the Garda Síochána 
Act 2005 and the Garda Síochána (CCTV) Order 2006 (SI No 289 of 2006). This legal frame-
work requires that any proposed community CCTV scheme must: 

- be approved by the local Joint Policing Committee, 

- have the prior support of the relevant local authority, which must also act as data control-
ler, and

- have the authorisation of the Garda Commissioner. 

This is the legal basis for all community CCTV schemes, regardless of how they are funded. 

The Programme for a Partnership Government commits to supporting investment in CCTV 
systems at key locations along the road network and in urban centres. This commitment is being 
progressed in a number of ways, including in particular through a grant-aid scheme adminis-
tered by my Department to support local communities meeting the statutory requirements for 
community based CCTV and who wish to install systems in their localities, including access 
roads to their localities where necessary and appropriate.  
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Eligible community groups can apply for grant-aid of up to 60% of the total capital cost 
of a proposed CCTV system, up to a maximum grant of €40,000. Full details are available to 
download from my Department’s website www.justice.ie and support and guidance is available 
to help interested groups to apply for this funding through a dedicated email address commu-
nitycctv@justice.ie    I encourage any interested groups to make contact with my officials for 
further assistance. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the majority of the CCTV systems on the motor-
ways are controlled by Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) and operated on their behalf by the 
Motorway Traffic Control Centre.   More generally, the Deputy may wish to be aware that the 
Programme for a Partnership Government also recognises that Gardaí must have the modern 
technology and resources necessary to detect and investigate crimes, and to prevent loss and 
harm to citizens and their property on a 24/7 basis.  In support of this commitment, €342 mil-
lion is being invested in Garda ICT infrastructure between 2016 and 2021 to enable An Garda 
Síochána to utilise appropriate technologies in delivering professional policing and security 
services for the community and €46 million is being invested in the Garda fleet over the same 
period, to ensure that Gardaí can be mobile, visible and responsive on the roads and in the com-
munity to prevent and tackle crime.

I can also confirm that Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) technology is fitted in 
a number of official Garda vehicles which are allocated around the country and used on a daily 
basis to assist in the prevention and detection of crime, particularly on our roads network.

11/06/2019WRT01400Domestic Violence

11/06/2019WRT01500340. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the estimated 
cost of domestic violence to the economy per year; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [23659/19]

11/06/2019WRT01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, last November the Government approved a new national survey on the prevalence 
of sexual violence in Ireland and I am pleased to say that the Central Statistics Office have 
since begun the work on the large scale survey, called the Sexual Violence Survey (SVS), which 
will look in detail at the experience of sexual violence and abuse for both women and men in 
Ireland, with repeat surveys every decade which will take up to five years to complete including 
a full first year of technical research, design, specialist training and preparation this year. The 
preparatory phase will also involve a stakeholder consultation process, consideration of best 
international practice and the conducting of a full pilot survey in the field in 2020. 

Following the conclusion of the survey the state will have robust data on the prevalence of 
sexual violence, which in some cases will relate to such violence which occurs in a  domestic 
setting. This will inform Government policy and provide some insight into the cost of such 
violence.

Internationally, the Deputy may be aware that the European Institute for Gender Equality 
(EIGE) has completed a study to identify and recommend appropriate methodologies to mea-
sure the cost of gender-based and intimate partner violence in EU-28 Member States. Three 
main types of costs were identified: lost economic output, provision of services, including 
health, legal, social and specialised; and the personal (physical and emotional) impact on the 
victim. The report is structured around these types of costs, providing accounts of the investiga-
tions into the methodologies in each of these fields found in the relevant literature. 
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The EIGE report concluded that its detailed case study would not be easy to replicate in 
other countries as the data requirements are high. To illustrate the difficulties involved, a Coun-
cil of Europe Study examined a range of estimates of the cost of gender-based violence. De-
pending on data and methods used, the lowest cost estimate was just 1.6% of the highest cost 
estimate, rendering any estimation meaningless in the context of such a broad divergence. I am 
informed that EIGE concluded that there is currently insufficient available data to robustly cost 
the impact of intimate partner violence separately for each EU-28 Member State.

My Department has engaged with various EIGE meetings in relation to administrative data 
on gender-based violence and will continue to do so as practice develops.

11/06/2019WRT01700Crime Data

11/06/2019WRT01800341. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
offences committed by perpetrators of all ages while on bail in each of the past five years to 
date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23661/19]

11/06/2019WRT01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested a re-
port from the Garda authorities in relation to this matter, and I will contact the Deputy direct-
ly once the information is to hand.

11/06/2019WRT02000Refugee Status

11/06/2019WRT02100342. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has the 
power to revoke the refugee status of a person if the person engages in serious criminal behav-
iour and has been convicted of certain offences before the courts; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23678/19]

11/06/2019WRT02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to advise the Dep-
uty that the power to revoke a declaration of refugee status is dependent on the specific provi-
sions of the legislation under which the status was initially granted.

Where refugee status was granted under the former Refugee Act 1996, status may be re-
voked in accordance with Section 21(1)(g)of that Act where the persons presence in the State 
poses a threat to national security or public policy. 

The law has been strengthened somewhat in this area since the introduction of the Interna-
tional Protection Act 2015. Section 52 of the International Protection Act  2015 provides for 
the revocation of refugee status by the Minister in a number of circumstances. 

Specifically, section 52(2) of the Act provides that the Minister “...may, in accordance with 
this section, revoke a refugee declaration given to a person if satisfied that - 

(a) there are reasonable grounds for regarding him or her as a danger to the security of the 
State, or

(b) the person, having been by a final judgment convicted, whether in the State or not, of a 
particularly serious crime, constitutes a danger to the community of the State.”. 

This legal provision is invoked from time to time.  In consideration of cases for revocation 
and continuation of their immigration permission to be in the State, detailed consideration must 
be given to a wide range of factors including the nature of offences, other ties to the State,  non-
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refoulement considerations as well as jurisprudence in this area.   

It should be noted that the legal principle of non-refoulement means a state cannot expel or 
return a refugee in any manner whatsoever to the frontiers of territories where his or her life or 
freedom would be threatened on account of his or her race, religion, nationality, membership 
of a particular social group or political opinion. The State’s non-refoulement obligations arise 
under the 1951 UN Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol.

11/06/2019WRT02300Prisoner Data

11/06/2019WRT02400343. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of men 
and women, respectively, who were granted temporary release in 2019 in terms of days out by 
prison; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23691/19]

11/06/2019WRT02500344. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of men and 
women, respectively, who were granted full temporary release in 2019 by prison; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23692/19]

11/06/2019WRT02600345. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount of sentence 
left to serve when full temporary release was granted for male and female prisoners in 2019; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23693/19]

11/06/2019WRT02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 343 to 345, inclusive, together.

I can advise the Deputy that in relation to Temporary Release, decisions are considered on 
a case by case basis and the safety of the public is paramount when those decisions are made. 
Before a final determination is made a number of additional factors are taken into account in-
cluding: 

- the nature and gravity of the offence to which the sentence being served by the person 
relates 

- the sentence concerned and any recommendation made by the Court in relation to the 
sentence imposed 

- the person’s previous criminal record 

- the risk that the person might commit an offence during any period of temporary release 

- the risk of the person failing to comply with any of the conditions of temporary release

The Irish Prison Service has provided the information set out in the tables.

The table outlines the number of male and female prisoners who were approved am/pm 
temporary release from prison between the period 1 January to 31 May 2019. I can inform the 
Deputy that prisoners are approved temporary release for education, training, work, compas-
sionate and re-socialisation reasons. 

Establishment Female Male Total
Arbour Hill Prison N/A 16 16
Castlerea Prison N/A 1 1
Cloverhill Remand 
Prison

N/A 2 2
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Cork Prison N/A 4 4
Limerick Prison 0 7 7
Loughan House N/A 92 92
Midlands Prison N/A 7 7
Mountjoy Prison 
(Female)

26 0 26

Mountjoy Prison 
(Male)

N/A 51 51

Portlaoise Prison N/A 10 10
Shelton Abbey N/A 125 125
Wheatfield Place of 
Detention

N/A 11 11

Total 26 326 352
The following table outlines the number of male and female prisoners who were approved 

Full Temporary Release between the period 1 January to 31 May 2019.

Establishment Female Male Total
Arbour Hill Prison N/A 9 9
Castlerea Prison N/A 88 88
Cloverhill Remand 
Prison

N/A 8 8

Cork Prison N/A 124 124
Limerick Prison 41 91 132
Loughan House N/A 9 9
Midlands Prison N/A 150 150
Mountjoy Prison 
(Female)

119  n/a 119

Mountjoy Prison 
(Male)

N/A 292 292

Portlaoise Prison N/A 21 21
Shelton Abbey N/A 11 11
Wheatfield Place of 
Detention

N/A 104 104

 Total 160 907 1,067
The following tables outline the number of male and female prisoners who were approved 

Full Temporary Release between the period 1 January to 31 May 2019 and the amount of time 
left to serve when Full Temporary release was granted.

Establish-
ment

0 - 10 days 11 - 20 days 21 - 30 days 31 days + Total

Arbour Hill 
Prison

9  0 0  0 9

Castlerea 
Prison

70 8 8 2 88

Cloverhill 
Prison

4 1  0 3 8

Cork Prison 106 17 1  0 124
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Establish-
ment

0 - 10 days 11 - 20 days 21 - 30 days 31 days + Total

Limerick 
Prison

74 9 5 3 91

Loughan 
House

4 4 1  0 9

Midlands 
Prison

134 10 4 2 150

Mountjoy 
Prison ( Male 
)

236 28 16 12 292

Portlaoise 
Prison

19 2  0  0 21

Shelton Ab-
bey

7 3 1  0 11

Wheatfield 97 4 1 2 104
Total 760 86 37 24 907

Establish-
ment

0 - 10 days 11 - 20 days 21 - 30 days 31 days + Total

Limerick 
Prison (Fe-
male)

31 3 3 4 41

Mountjoy 
Prison (Fe-
male)

93 14 7 5 119

Total 124 17 10 9 160
The statistics provided in relation to the number of prisoners approved Full Temporary Re-

lease includes prisoners who were serving less than 3 months for the non-payment of fines and 
prisoners who were approved Full Temporary Release in order to facilitate their removal from 
the State.

11/06/2019WRT03000Garda Vetting

11/06/2019WRT03100346. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to the dispute between Tusla and the Garda National Vetting Bureau which is caus-
ing delays in persons obtaining Garda clearance; the reason for the dispute; when it is likely to 
be resolved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23718/19]

11/06/2019WRT03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Vetting is carried out by 
An Garda Síochána primarily in accordance with the provisions of the National Vetting Bureau 
(Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012-2016.  

I am informed that there are no backlogs or delays in Garda vetting. The current turnaround 
time for applications submitted via the evetting system is five working days for 80% of applica-
tions received.

I am aware that the Garda National Vetting Bureau engages on an ongoing basis with rel-
evant organisations for the purposes of the Act with regard to the operation of the provisions of 
the Act.
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I am further informed by the Garda authorities that they are not aware of any dispute be-
tween the Garda National Vetting Bureau and Tusla.

11/06/2019WRT03300Forensic Science Ireland Laboratory

11/06/2019WRT03400347. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the new 
headquarters for Forensic Science Ireland. [23729/19]

11/06/2019WRT03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can assure the Deputy 
that I, and the Government, are fully committed to the delivery of the new Forensic Science 
Laboratory at the Backweston campus, Co Kildare. The new laboratory will provide for a pur-
pose built facility, achieving best practice standards for evidence processing, analysis and stor-
age. The project is being managed by the Office of Public Works (OPW) on behalf of the De-
partment of Justice and Equality. 

The OPW has informed the Department that the main construction tender will be received 
in June 2019, with the return date for the specialist sub-contractor tender scheduled for August 
2019. Thereafter, an assessment of these tenders by OPW will begin, with the main contractor 
and specialist sub-contractors due to be appointed as soon as possible. Subject to approval of 
the contract, it is expected that works on the site will commence later this year, with substantial 
construction work carried out over the next two years or so, and the new laboratory to be ready 
in late 2021/early 2022.

11/06/2019WRT03600Legislative Measures

11/06/2019WRT03700348. Deputy Seán Barrett asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to intro-
duce legislation to legalise premarital agreements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23736/19]

11/06/2019WRT03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the institution of marriage is afforded constitutional protection under Article 41.3.1º of 
the Constitution.  Under Article 41.3.2º, a court may grant a divorce only where specific condi-
tions have been met. The Thirty-eighth Amendment of the Constitution (Dissolution of Mar-
riage) Bill 2016, which was approved by the people in a referendum on 24 May 2019, provides 
for the amendment of Article 41.3.2º of the Constitution to remove the minimum living apart 
period for spouses seeking a divorce and for the amendment of Article 41.3.3º which deals with 
the recognition of foreign divorces. The existing provisions in Article 41.3.2º of the Constitu-
tion which require that there be no prospect of reconciliation and that “such provision as the 
court considers proper having regard to the circumstances exists or will be made for the spouses 
and any children of either or both of them and any other person prescribed by law” will continue 
in force in the Constitution.

Pre-nuptial agreements are related to the concept of “proper provision”.  Currently, pre-
nuptial agreements have no basis in law in Ireland and consequently, they are not strictly bind-
ing. However, couples are free to enter pre-nuptial agreements and such agreements can serve 
as guides for the court in divorce cases. If a pre-nuptial agreement makes “proper provision” for 
each spouse, it is more likely to be persuasive on the court.

The Law Reform Commission has included in its new Fifth Programme of Law Reform an 
examination of the “proper provision” requirement for divorce.  The Law Reform Commis-
sion has indicated that it will “consider to what extent any further guidance may be provided 
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in order to ensure a consistency in the approach taken to the exercise of this judicial discretion, 
in particular to assist spouses to reach settlements and resolve disputes more efficiently and at 
lower financial or cost.” The outcome of the Law Reform Commission’s examination of this 
issue will inform future proposals for any legislative reform in this area and I have no plans in 
the meantime to introduce legislation to legalise pre-nuptial agreements.

11/06/2019WRT03900Naturalisation Applications

11/06/2019WRT04000349. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a reference number 
will be issued to an applicant for naturalisation (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23753/19]

11/06/2019WRT04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that an application for a 
certificate of naturalisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy on 2 April 
2019. An application reference number has been assigned to the file.

Processing of this application is on-going in order for a determination to be made as to the 
eligibility of the application. INIS will be in touch with the applicant in this regard in due course 
and the relevant application number will be supplied as part of the correspondence.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

11/06/2019WRT04200Garda Deployment

11/06/2019WRT04300350. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of gardaí 
attached to each divisional burglary response unit in 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. 
[23770/19]

11/06/2019WRT04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter. Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in 
the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made 
of these resources. 

I have been advised by the Commissioner that An Garda Síochána does not hold personnel 
strength figures for ‘divisional burglary response units’ in the format requested.

The deployment of resources in each Garda Division is the responsibility of the correspond-
ing Divisional Officer and responds to operational and administrative exigencies. The alloca-
tion of such resources is dynamic and is not recorded in a role-based fashion.

For more general information on Garda Facts and Figures please see the following link: 
http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures



Questions - Written Answers

182

11/06/2019WRT04500Garda Equipment

11/06/2019WRT04600351. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the estimated cost of 
ensuring all gardaí have a secure encoded USB device for compiling evidence. [23771/19]

11/06/2019WRT04700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, there has been an unprecedented level of investment in An Garda Síochána in recent 
years, in support of the Government’s commitment to ensuring a strong and visible police pres-
ence throughout the country.  In total, €342 million is being invested in Garda ICT infrastruc-
ture between 2016 and 2021 to support Garda reform and enable An Garda Síochána to deploy 
the latest cutting edge technologies.

As the Deputy will appreciate, decisions in relation to the allocation and management of 
Garda equipment and resources are matters for the Garda Commissioner. As Minister, I have no 
direct role in that regard.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that Garda policy strictly limits the use of encrypted 
USB storage devices. These devices are only to be utilised in unavoidable situations in which 
data needs to be securely transferred.  I am further informed that in certain instances, such as 
the gathering of CCTV footage from a business premises, unencrypted devices may have to 
be used due to particular systems being unable to read encrypted devices.  I further understand 
that Garda policy requires this data to be transferred to a secure medium as soon as practicable. 

Garda ICT also has a USB management solution in place to assist with this process.  The 
Deputy may wish to be aware that all Garda personnel are also provided with centralised secure 
storage for files on Garda systems.

In keeping with this policy, I am informed by the Garda authorities that encrypted USB stor-
age devices are allocated to Garda personnel on application and where approved as necessary to 
meet operational requirements.  

I am informed that Garda ICT utilise Government frameworks for the purchase of encrypted 
USB devices with an approximate cost of between €12 and €150, depending on the capacity of 
the device. 

11/06/2019WRU00200Court Accommodation Refurbishment

11/06/2019WRU00300352. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the capi-
tal project at Roscommon courthouse; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23775/19]

11/06/2019WRU00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts, includ-
ing the provision of accommodation for court sittings, is the responsibility of the Courts Service 
which is independent in exercising its functions. 

However, a number of developments in relation to Courts Service accommodation require-
ments are outlined in the Government’s recent National Development Plan 2018 - 2027. They 
include: 

- Further new or refurbished courthouses in regional cities and county towns where facilities 
remain substandard (including Galway City, Wicklow Town, Portlaoise, Tralee and Roscom-
mon) and further provincial locations such as An Clochan Liath (Dungloe) to serve as the Gael-
tacht court for the region, and Tuam; 
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- Regional Family Law Centres; 

- A nationwide condition survey of all court buildings in the estate will be undertaken to 
determine their condition and identify works required in relation to any issues identified and 
meet ongoing maintenance requirements.

The precise allocation and timing of additional funding over the entire ten year period re-
mains to be fully determined.  It will be dependent on the outcome of further detailed planning 
and analysis of costs which will determine prioritisation of projects from a timing and budget-
ary perspective. 

Furthermore, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had inquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that in 2018 the Courts Service acquired full ownership of 
the historic Roscommon Courthouse from Roscommon County Council.  The Courts Service 
intends to refurbish the courthouse and to use the space previously occupied by the council to 
provide additional facilities for court users.

11/06/2019WRU00500Witness Protection Programme

11/06/2019WRU00600353. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 26 of 16 May 2019, if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the infor-
mation (details supplied) was previously sent to his office by email on 1 March 2019; and if 
he will follow up this matter with An Garda Síochána and ensure that contact is made with the 
person.  [23794/19]

11/06/2019WRU00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I understand that the 
Deputy’s Office contacted my Department with the further details sought in relation to this case. 
I have arranged for these details to be brought to the attention of the Garda authorities and I will 
contact the Deputy directly when I receive further information.

11/06/2019WRU00800Immigration Status

11/06/2019WRU00900354. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status 
of the determination of applications pursuant to section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999, as 
amended, in the case of persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [23798/19]

11/06/2019WRU01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, in response to a notifica-
tion pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), written 
representations have been submitted on behalf of the persons concerned.

These representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, will 
be fully considered, under Section 3(6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other 
applicable legislation, in advance of final decisions being made.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
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11/06/2019WRU01100Residency Permits

11/06/2019WRU01200355. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application for residency status in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23801/19]

11/06/2019WRU01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person concerned 
was issued with a notification pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 
1999 (as amended) in light of the fact that they had no valid basis to remain in the State. This 
notification advised the person concerned of the options open to them as a result. I am advised 
that the person concerned has not responded to this notification. I am also advised that the per-
son concerned has no application pending with the INIS since October, 2018.

The position in the State of the person concerned will now be decided by reference to the 
provisions of Section 3(6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other applicable 
legislation in advance of a final decision being made.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

11/06/2019WRU01400Naturalisation Applications

11/06/2019WRU01500356. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
and expected residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23837/19]

11/06/2019WRU01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the processing of the ap-
plication for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is ongoing. 
On completion of the necessary processing the application will be submitted to me for decision 
as expeditiously as possible. Should further documentation be required it will be requested from 
the applicant in due course.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range 
of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing 
the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
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The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

11/06/2019WRU01700Garda Investigations

11/06/2019WRU01800357. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will ad-
dress a matter regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23841/19]

11/06/2019WRU01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will 
be aware, the manner in which any criminal investigation is conducted is the responsibility 
of the Garda Commissioner and his management team and I, as Minister, have no role in such 
matters.

Under our law, criminal investigations can only be carried out by An Garda Síochána who 
then submit a report to the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP).  The DPP, who operates 
independently of my Department, then decides whether or not someone should be prosecuted 
and for what crime. The Deputy will appreciate it would be completely inappropriate for me as 
Minister to intervene in this independent process. 

I would encourage the person in question to continue to engage directly with An Garda 
Síochána in this matter.

11/06/2019WRU02000Road Traffic Offences Data

11/06/2019WRU02100358. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
persons convicted for driving while using a mobile telephone in each of the years 2016 to 2018 
and to date in 2019, in tabular form; the average fine for each of the same years; his plans to 
introduce stronger deterrents for this offence in the near future; the number of repeat offenders 
and the average fine a repeat offender was charged over the same time period; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [23851/19]

11/06/2019WRU02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsi-
bility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions, and this includes 
the provision of information on the courts system. 

I have requested information from the Courts Service and it has provided the following 
data.  I should add that the Courts Service has informed me that there is no data available on the 
number of repeat offenders.  

The Deputy has asked about stronger deterrents, and I can inform him that in so far as this 
would appear to relate to steps in relation to road traffic legislation that this is not a matter for 
my Department.   

Report on the number of persons convicted for driving while using a mobile phone and the 
average fine for 2016, 2017, 2018 & Jan – June 2019.   

Year No of Persons Convicted Average Fine 
2016 1,887 €205.40
2017 1,659 €219.35
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2018 1,598 €224.51
Jan –   Jun 2019 693 €215.42

11/06/2019WRU02300Direct Provision Data

11/06/2019WRU02400359. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
direct provision, emergency reception and orientation centres here; the number of women, men 
and children residing in each centre in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [23866/19]

11/06/2019WRU02500360. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
women who have resided in each direct provision, emergency reception and orientation centre 
in each of the years 2010 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; the length of their stay; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23867/19]

11/06/2019WRU02600361. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
children who have resided in each direct provision and emergency reception and orientation 
centre in each of the years 2010 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; the length of their 
stay; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [23868/19]

11/06/2019WRU02700Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 359 to 361, inclusive, together.

Due to the large volume of information requested by the Deputy, it is not possible to supply 
the statistical data in the format required. 

However, the data requested for the period 2010-2017 is available on www.ria.gov.ie under 
Annual Reports.  

In addition, please find the requested information for 2018 and up to 6 June 2019 in the fol-
lowing link. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-06-11_pq359-11-06-2019_en.docx”>Tables</a>]

11/06/2019WRU03000Garda Deployment

11/06/2019WRU03100362. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of Garda public service vehicles inspectors attached to the Galway Garda division in each of 
the years 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24092/19]

11/06/2019WRU03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the Garda Commissioner is statutorily responsible for the management of An Garda Sío-
chána, including personnel matters, and I, as Minister, do not have responsibility for this matter.

Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in the con-
text of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made of these 
resources. 

I have been informed by the Commissioner that there is one Public Services Vehicle Ser-
geant for the Galway Division and this is sufficient to provide the service for this Division.
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Garda Public Service   
Vehicles Inspectors

2017 2018 2019

Galway Division 1 1 1
For more general information on Garda Facts and Figures please see the following link:

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures.

11/06/2019WRU03300Garda Expenditure

11/06/2019WRU03400363. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the estimated 
cost of purchasing ten additional horses for the Garda mounted unit; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24093/19]

11/06/2019WRU03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The resources provided 
by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented levels, with an allocation 
for 2019 of €1.76 billion. As the Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible 
for managing and controlling the administration and business of An Garda Síochána as well as 
for decisions in relation to the allocation and management of Garda equipment and resources. 
As Minister, I have no direct role in these matters. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the Garda Mounted Unit is based at Áras an 
Uachtarain, Phoenix Park, Dublin 8. The unit has a national remit under the direction and 
control of the Assistant Commissioner, Roads Policing and Major Event Management and the 
operational control of the Superintendent, Operational Support Services.   

I understand from the Garda authorities that as of the 6 June 2019, there are 14 horses at-
tached to the unit. I am informed that the estimated cost of purchasing 10 additional horses for 
the Garda Mounted Unit is approximately €60,000.  This estimated cost is for the purchase of 
the horses only and does not include other costs including those which would arise in relation 
to equipment, training or personnel. 

11/06/2019WRU03600Inspector of Prisons

11/06/2019WRU03700364. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the estimated full year 
cost if the budget for the Inspector of Prisons increased by 50%. [24109/19]

11/06/2019WRU03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Inspector of Pris-
ons has an important role in ensuring an effective independent oversight of our prison system.  
Following her appointment in May 2018, Ms. Patricia Gilheaney contracted PA consultants to 
carry out a review of the functions and arrangements of her office.  The report was submitted 
to my Department and discussions regarding resources, legal powers and other related issues 
are ongoing.  The 2020 budget for the Inspectors office will be considered as part of the normal 
estimates process later this year. 

The revised estimates for 2019 is available on www.gov.ie.  The Inspector of Prisons current 
estimate is €496,000 and is listed as A3 Prisons Inspectorate under Vote 24 Justice and Equality.

11/06/2019WRU03900Garda Transport Data
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11/06/2019WRU04000365. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of new 
marked and unmarked Garda vehicles attached to the Garda technical bureau in 2018 and to 
date in 2019; and the number of vehicles withdrawn from the bureau during the same period. 
[24124/19]

11/06/2019WRU04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan):  The resources provided 
by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented levels, with an allocation 
for 2019 of €1.76 billion.  Very significant capital investment is also being made in An Garda 
Síochána, including a total of €46 million which is being invested in the Garda fleet between 
2016 and 2021.  This continuing investment is intended to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a 
modern, effective and fit-for-purpose fleet and that Gardaí can be mobile, visible and responsive 
on the roads and in the community to prevent and tackle crime.  

A total of €10 million has been made available for the purchase and fit-out of Garda vehicles 
in 2019.  I understand from the Garda authorities that this allocation will be used for purchase 
and fit-out of over 300 new vehicles this year.  

As the Deputy will appreciate, in accordance with Section 26 of the Garda Síochána Act 
2005 as amended, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for managing and controlling the 
administration and business of An Garda Síochána.  Further, the allocation of Garda resources 
is a matter for the Commissioner, in light of identified operational demands.  This includes 
responsibility for the allocation of Garda vehicles among the various Garda divisions.  As Min-
ister, I have no role in these matters.  I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps 
the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing 
priorities to ensure their optimum use.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that as of 31 December 2018, there were a total of 14 
vehicles assigned to the Technical Bureau, consisting of 9 cars, 4 vans and 1 4x4 vehicle.  I am 
further informed that as of 6 June 2019, there are a total of 13 vehicles assigned to the Technical 
Bureau, consisting of 8 cars, 4 vans and 1 4x4 vehicle.  

I understand that 2 vehicles were removed from the Garda Technical Bureau fleet in 2018 
and that 1 has been removed in 2019.  I am informed by the Garda authorities that no additional 
vehicles have been allocated to the Technical Bureau in 2018 or to date in 2019.  

Question No. 366 answered with Question No. 299.

11/06/2019WRU04300Coroners Service

11/06/2019WRU04400367. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the circumstances surrounding the death and burial of a person (details 
supplied) who was residing at a direct provision centre in Galway city; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24196/19]

11/06/2019WRU04500368. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if an inquest 
is to take place in respect of the death and burial of a person (details supplied) who was resid-
ing at a direct provision centre at Galway city; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24197/19]

11/06/2019WRU04600369. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the protocols 
in place for the custody and burial arrangements of persons who die while in direct provision 
and who have no next of kin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24198/19]
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11/06/2019WRU04700370. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the person or 
persons responsible for informing friends and-or colleagues of persons who die while in direct 
provision and who have no next of kin of attendant burial arrangements; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24199/19]

11/06/2019WRU04800Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 367 to 370, inclusive, together.

My Department was made aware of the circumstances surrounding the death and burial of 
the person concerned.  

I want to express my deepest sympathies and condolences to that person’s friends and col-
leagues on their loss. 

It is a matter of profound regret to me, and to the Department, that her friends heard of her 
burial after the event.  This must have been deeply distressing to all involved and I offer my 
unreserved apology for the breakdown in communication, which led to this unintended event. 

The Reception and Integration Agency (RIA) supported the organisation of a memorial for 
the person concerned, which was held shortly after her passing and was attended by her friends, 
centre management and members of staff from RIA.  I have written to her friends with the offer 
of assistance to organise an appropriate commemoration following her burial.

By way of background, where a person dies while she or he is being provided with accom-
modation by RIA, RIA works closely with the centre manager to assist the family in accessing 
the supports provided by the State, and to ensure that any residents affected by the death are 
assisted in accessing services that can support them.  All deaths and serious incidents that oc-
cur within accommodation centres provided by the Department are referred to the Gardaí as a 
matter of course and the Gardaí in turn refer all deaths to the local Coroner’s office.  As is the 
case with all Gardaí/coroner matters, RIA is not privy to information held by the Gardaí or by 
a coroner. 

The decision on whether to hold an inquest into the death of any person reported to the 
coroner, is a matter for the coroner who is independent in the conduct of their functions under 
the Coroners Act 1962.  I am informed by the relevant coroner in this case that an inquest will 
not be required as the post-mortem examination disclosed that death was due to natural causes.  
The coroner, as required by law, provided details to the Registrar’s Office to register the death.

In an effort to better understand the communications between all parties concerned, a senior 
Departmental official spoke to the Coroner on 7th June 2019.  The Coroner pointed out that 
the normal practice, where someone is interested in the outcome of a coroner’s consideration 
of whether an inquest will be held into the death of a person is necessary or when a person’s 
remains are to be released for burial, is that a letter would be on file.  However as there was no 
formal request made in writing to record an interest in the release of the deceased’s remains, 
he arranged for the appropriate and dignified burial of the deceased, through the relevant State 
agencies, as is the standard practice in these cases.

 While thankfully, the occurrences of deaths where the deceased remains unidentified, un-
claimed or no next of kin is identified, are very rare, the Department will take all possible 
steps to ensure that this outcome is avoided in future and that friends or colleagues who have 
expressed an interest are properly informed through appropriate communications with the co-
ronial service and by liaising with other agencies involved in this case.



Questions - Written Answers

190

11/06/2019WRV00500Subsidiary Protection Applications

11/06/2019WRV00600371. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the atten-
tion of the relevant section has been drawn to the case of a person (details supplied); and if all 
relevant information has been received. [24231/19]

11/06/2019WRV00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
if an application for asylum or subsidiary protection has been made in the State, for confiden-
tiality reasons it is not the practice to comment on such applications or to provide comment on 
what stage such applications are at in the administrative process. Under Section 26 of the Inter-
national Protection Act 2015, it is an offence to identify an international applicant. As a result 
it would be contrary to national law for me or my Department officials to provide information 
which pertains to a protection applicant. The Chief International Protection Officer and his team 
of International Protection Officers are also bound by the confidentiality provisions of Section 
26 of the 2015 Act to protect the identity of the applicant. The applicant or his legal representa-
tive should contact the International Protection Office directly either by email to info@ipo.gov.
ie, by telephone to the IPO Customer Service Centre at 01 6028008 or in writing to Customer 
Service Centre, International Protection Office, 79-83 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2. 

Following the commencement of the International Protection Act 2015 on 31 December 
2016, new arrangements for the investigation and determination of applications for interna-
tional protection (refugee status and subsidiary protection) and cases involving permission to 
remain in the State have been introduced. Such applications are now processed, as part of a 
single application procedure, by the International Protection Office (IPO) which has replaced 
the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner (ORAC) from that date. The staff of that 
Office (the Chief International Protection Officer and International Protection Officers) are in-
dependent in the performance of their protection functions. 

For your information, on 27 February 2017, the Chief International Protection Officer, fol-
lowing consultation with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), pub-
lished a statement on the Prioritisation of Applications under the International Protection Act 
2015 which is available on the website of the International Protection Office (www.ipo.gov.ie  ). 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

11/06/2019WRV00800Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Investigations

11/06/2019WRV00900372. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will ad-
dress a matter regarding a complaint by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24239/19]

11/06/2019WRV01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Deputy 
that the person referred to had sought the setting up of an inquiry under section 109 of the Garda 
Síochána Act 2005 arising from his dissatisfaction with the progress of his complaint to GSOC.

I examined the matter in light of the person’s request and, as I am required to do under the 
Act, I consulted with GSOC.  Following that consultation I decided that there were not suffi-



11 June 2019

191

cient grounds for me to invoke section 109 of the Act. 

My office wrote to the person on 19 December 2018 to inform him of my decision.  The let-
ter also set out the grounds for the decision including that the conduct alleged against the GSOC 
designated officer was not such as to meet the threshold for invoking section 109.  It encouraged 
him to continue to engage with GSOC in order to progress the investigation of his complaint.

For the sake of clarity I want to say that the request for a section 109 inquiry did not result 
in a discontinuation of the GSOC investigation.  Consequently there was no referral by me to 
GSOC in this instance.  

I should point out, given the nature of an inquiry under section 109 of the Garda Síochána 
Act, that it cannot be considered to be an ordinary complaints or grievance procedure.  An 
inquiry under section 109 requires the Chief Justice to request a judge of a superior court to 
conduct the inquiry.  Such an inquiry must, therefore, be viewed as being far from a standard 
occurrence.

11/06/2019WRV01100Gangland Crime

11/06/2019WRV01200373. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the details of his 
publicised meeting with An Garda Síochána in Coolock Garda station on 4 June 2019; the de-
cisions taken at the meeting to tackle gangland crime in north Dublin; his plans to open a new 
Garda station at Northern Cross, Dublin 17, following the meeting as reported by the media; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24260/19]

11/06/2019WRV01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
last week I accepted an invitation from Ministers Bruton, McGrath and Senator Noone to meet 
with community groups in the Dublin 13 and 17 areas, under the umbrella of the Northside 
Partnership.  This meeting involved representatives of various community initiatives in the Co-
olock, Darndale and Clongriffin areas, local school principals, Gardaí and local residents. I had 
the benefit of hearing the concerns and suggestions put forward by locals, covering issues such 
as education, employment and sport, and an undertaking was given that the Government will 
give them further consideration.  I also took the opportunity to outline the whole of government 
approach which is being taken to policing and community safety under the implementation plan 
of the Commission of the Future of Policing in Ireland report overseen by the Department of 
An Taoiseach. 

We also met with senior members from An Garda Síochána and my Department at Coolock 
Garda Station. At the meeting, Gardaí briefed me on progress made in the various investiga-
tions and also set out actions they had already taken to enhance relationships with the com-
munity in the area. I am advised that a high level meeting also took place between the senior 
Garda managers responsible for community safety, intelligence and drugs and organised crime 
in order to manage the co-ordinated response to the recent killings, and I understand this group 
will continue to meet.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the effective and 
efficient use of Garda resources and this includes responsibility for the formulation of propos-
als in relation to the opening and closing of Garda stations. As recently as December 2018, the 
Garda Síochána Inspectorate in its report “Policing with Local Communities” confirmed that it 
is appropriate that the Commissioner should continue to hold this responsibility.

I am advised that An Garda Síochána has had preliminary discussions with Dublin City 
Council in relation to the possible provision of a site for the development of new facilities in 
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North Dublin.  My Department has been informed by Garda management that the question of 
developing a Garda station in the Clongriffin area will be the subject of further consideration 
within An Garda Síochána and with other stakeholders.

11/06/2019WRV01400Visa Applications

11/06/2019WRV01500374. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a visa 
will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [24293/19]

11/06/2019WRV01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the visa application re-
ferred to is expected to be examined in the coming week by the visa office in Abuja. A decision 
will then issue directly to both the applicant and the sponsor.

I am further advised that the Policy Document on Family Reunification contains a stated 
business target that visa applications for the purpose of family reunification should be expected 
to be dealt with within twelve months of receipt of the application by the relevant visa office.  
However, it should be noted that this is a business target and does not constitute a legal obliga-
tion.  The business target reflects the detailed and often complex assessment that is required to 
be carried out in relation to applications of this type. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

In addition, applicants may themselves e-mail queries directly to INIS (visamail@justice.
ie). 

11/06/2019WRV01700International Protection

11/06/2019WRV01800375. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
employment declaration forms received from persons in the asylum process since June 2018, by 
types of occupations in which persons in the asylum process are currently employed in tabular 
form. [24294/19]

11/06/2019WRV01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): When an international 
protection applicant is issued with a labour market access permission under the European Com-
munities (Reception Conditions) Regulations 2018 and takes up employment, the employer (or 
the applicant in cases of self-employment) is obliged to inform the Minister within 21 days.  A 
standard form for this purpose is available on the website of the Irish Naturalisation and Im-
migration Service (INIS) of my Department.

Based on the returned declaration forms received to date I am advised that a total of 1,085/
employers/applicants have indicated they have commenced employment or self-employment.  
As the employer or applicant has 21 days from the time they take up employment or self-em-
ployment to return the declaration form, there is likely to be a time lag between the actual date 
of commencement of employment and INIS being notified of same, and therefore this will not 
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be reflected in the figures quoted.

Data in respect of the types of occupations protection applicants have taken up is not avail-
able in the format or detail requested by the Deputy and would require a disproportionate amount 
of staff resources to compile with diversion of these resources from processing of applications 
which is the priority.  However, I am advised by INIS that holders gain employment in varied 
occupations with large numbers in the hospitality and retail sectors and with smaller numbers 
in areas such as ICT and HR, engineering, healthcare and working for NGOs. 

I should also add that not all applicants who are granted access to the labour market may 
choose to enter the workforce or may postpone doing so for a number of reasons such as par-
ticipation in education or training programmes, which the permission grants them access to, or 
for family reasons such as childcare, etc.

11/06/2019WRV02000Health and Safety Authority Data

11/06/2019WRV02100376. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the budget allocation to the Health and Safety Authority in each of the years 2017 to 2019, 
in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23247/19]

11/06/2019WRV02200386. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the bud-
get allocation for the Health and Safety Authority in each of the years 2017 to 2019, in tabular 
form. [24111/19]

11/06/2019WRV02300Minister of State at the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy 
Pat Breen): I propose to take Questions Nos. 376 and 386 together.

Health and Safety Authority Budget Allocation 2017 - 2019

Year Budget Allocation
2017 €18,112,000
2018 €19,275,000
2019 €19,783,000
The Health and Safety Authority delivers on a broad remit of work across a very wide man-

date which includes occupational health and safety, chemical safety, market surveillance and 
national accreditation.

In the area of occupational health and safety the Authority is involved in the provision of ad-
vice, tools, education and support as well as inspection, investigation and prosecutions. In any 
given year the Health and Safety Authority carries out over 9,500 inspections and investigations 
under safety, health and chemicals legislation. The focus on inspection and investigation is risk 
based and evidence led with the highest levels of inspections and investigations taking place 
in construction; agriculture; manufacturing; wholesale and retail with written advice, improve-
ment notices and prohibition notices for more serious breaches observed. The Authority had 15 
prosecutions in 2018, resulting in total fines imposed of €705,972.

In relation to chemicals, the Authority adopts a similar approach as it does with the occu-
pational health and safety areas of its remit in terms of support, advice, inspection and inves-
tigation under the different regulations in addition to acting as the lead Competent Authority 
under the Chemicals Acts 2008 and 2010. As the Competent Authority, the Authority delivers 
on national objectives in relation to the evaluation, hazard identification and risk management 
of chemicals manufactured and used in Europe. The Health and Safety Authority also carries 
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out Competent Authority functions in relation to Control of Major Accident Hazards Regula-
tions (COMAH), completing specific inspections in the area as the regulator. The Authority 
is responsible in Ireland for delivering on national commitments in relation to the Carriage of 
Dangerous Goods by Road and Use of Transportable Pressure Equipment Regulations by com-
pleting inspections of vehicles and premises.

In relation to the occupational hygiene programme and delivering on its policy and inspec-
tion objectives, the Authority targets actions in relation to asbestos, biological, chemical and 
physical agents by carrying out asbestos inspections and if required prosecutions in relation 
to asbestos and construction related contraventions. The Authority’s role also extends into the 
area of market surveillance on chemical and industrial products which are placed on the Irish 
market to check whether they are in compliance with chemical and industrial products legisla-
tion requirements.

The Irish National Accreditation Board (INAB), which is part of the Health and Safety Au-
thority, has the National Accreditation role in Ireland.  It assesses applicants for accreditation 
and accredits conformity assessment bodies.

I am satisfied that the Health and Safety Authority has been adequately funded over the 
years 2017 to 2019 to deliver effectively on its extensive mandate. 

11/06/2019WRV02400IDA Ireland Staff

11/06/2019WRV02500377. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of IDA employees earning between €80,000 and €90,000, €90,000 and €100,000 
and so on; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23274/19]

11/06/2019WRV02600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Enterprise agencies under my remit, including IDA Ireland, are provided with an overall pay 
ceiling within which they have some flexibility to align staffing resources to both manage op-
erations and meet strategic priorities. It should be remembered that IDA Ireland’s staff includes 
highly-qualified personnel hired abroad - in highly competitive marketplaces - to secure valu-
able and job-rich investment for Ireland. 

The following table outlines the number of employees in IDA Ireland in salary brackets 
ranging from €80,000 to €90,000 to above €100,000.

Salary Level-2018 Number of Employees
€80,000-90,000  32
€90,001-100,000  18
€100,001-110,000  7
€110,001-120,000  3
€120,001-130,000  6
€130,001-140,000  6
€140,001-150,000  4
€150,001-160,000  2
€160,001-170,000  1
€170,001-180,000  1

11/06/2019WRV02700State Bodies
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11/06/2019WRV02800378. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the amount of funds held by the Personal Injuries Assessment Board; if there is a mechanism 
for withdrawing the funding to the Exchequer; the progress made in this regard; her plans to 
use the funds for insurance reform; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23387/19]

11/06/2019WRV02900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In 
2011, the Personal Injuries Assessment Board (PIAB) refunded its establishment costs of €6.9 
million to the Exchequer.  In 2017 the Comptroller and Auditor General (C&AG) recommended 
that my Department and PIAB agree an appropriate level of revenue reserves to be retained by 
PIAB and the basis for holding such a reserve.  The C&AG also recommended the introduction 
of appropriate legislation to deal with excess funds held by PIAB.  Legal advice obtained by 
the Department at that time was to the effect that legislative change was required to enable the 
Board to remit excess moneys to the Exchequer.

At the end of 2018, the cumulative reserves held by PIAB were €18.1 million.

Section 74A of the Personal Injuries Assessment Board Act 2003 as inserted by the Per-
sonal Injuries Assessment Board (Amendment) Act 2019, provides that PIAB may, with the 
consent of the Ministers for Business, Enterprise and Innovation and Public Expenditure and 
Reform, retain a specified sum of money for the purposes of expenditure by the Board in the 
performance of its functions.  The sum to be retained shall be determined having regard to the 
operational, capital and contingency costs of the Board.

Following the enactment of the Personal Injuries Assessment Board (Amendment) Act 
2019, my Department wrote to PIAB to request proposals for the surrender of moneys to the 
Exchequer, having regard to their operational, capital and contingency costs.  The proposals 
received are currently being considered by my Department.   

It will be a matter for Government to allocate the moneys remitted by PIAB as it considers 
appropriate.

11/06/2019WRV03000Business Regulation

11/06/2019WRV03100379. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the regulatory framework that applies here to the accountancy and auditing profession; the 
roles of the different bodies involved in the regulation of the profession; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [23496/19]

11/06/2019WRV03200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Companies Act 2014 sets out the framework for the oversight of the accountancy and auditing 
profession in Ireland. The Irish Auditing and Accounting Supervisory Authority (IAASA) is an 
independent body responsible for the supervision of the auditing and accounting profession and 
its objects, functions and powers are set out in the 2014 Act. 

IAASA’s mission is to contribute to Ireland having a strong regulatory environment in which 
to do business by supervising and promoting high quality financial reporting, auditing and ef-
fective regulation of the accounting profession in the public interest. 

In relation to accountancy, IAASA is responsible for the supervision of the prescribed ac-
countancy bodies in respect of how these bodies regulate and monitor their members including 
on investigations and disciplinary matters. There are eight of these bodies currently. 

In relation to auditing, IAASA is designated as the single competent authority with respon-
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sibility for the oversight of statutory auditors and audit firms in accordance with the EU Audit 
Directive (2006/43/EC as amended by Directive 2014/56/EU) and Regulation (EU) 537/2014. 
The oversight tasks in respect of statutory auditors are:

- the approval of accountants to act as statutory auditors and public registration; 

- the adoption of standards on professional ethics, internal quality control of audit firms and 
auditing; 

- continuing education of auditors; 

- quality assurance of audits; and

- investigation and administrative disciplinary systems.  

Five of the prescribed accountancy bodies are recognised by IAASA for the purposes of car-
rying out oversight tasks of the approval and registration of statutory auditors and audit firms; 
continuing education; quality assurance systems; investigative and administrative disciplinary 
systems in respect of statutory auditors and audit firms. These are the recognised accountancy 
bodies. 

Under the Audit Regulation, IAASA has direct responsibility for the quality assurance of 
audits of public-interest entities. Public-interest entities are systemically important entities such 
as credit institutions and insurance undertakings.  Entities with securities listed on a regulated 
main market in the EU are also classified as public-interest entities.  IAASA is also responsible 
for any investigations or sanctions arising, as a result of those quality assurance inspections. 

IAASA also has discretionary powers under the 2014 Act including to inquire how a pre-
scribed accountancy body has carried out its investigation and disciplinary procedures and to 
inquire into how a recognised accountancy body performs the audit oversight tasks. 

IAASA also has responsibility for the registration and supervision of third country auditors 
i.e. auditors of companies incorporated in a country outside the EU that are listed on a regulated 
market in Ireland.

IAASA is independent in the exercise of its functions and details of its activities can be 
found in the Authority’s annual reports which are submitted to Government and published on 
its website: https://www.iaasa.ie/Publications/General.

11/06/2019WRV03300Health and Safety Inspections Data

11/06/2019WRV03400380. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of inspections carried out by the Health and Safety Authority on fairground and funfair 
equipment and roller coasters in each of the years 2011 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular 
form; the number of instances of health and safety breaches that were reported following such 
inspections; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23556/19]

11/06/2019WRV03500Minister of State at the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy 
Pat Breen): It should be noted that responsibility for the licensing and operation of Funfairs is 
a policy matter for Housing, Planning and Local Government as the existing legislation deal-
ing with licensing of funfairs, the duties on organisers of funfairs, and the owners of fairground 
equipment, in the context of public safety, is covered by the Planning and Development Act 
2000.
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The role of the Health and Safety Authority in relation to Funfairs arises in the context of 
their overall legislative remit on workplace health and safety and in ensuring the protection of 
workers at work. In this regard the Health and Safety Authority (HSA) carried out 18 inspec-
tions during from 2011 to the present and the breakdown of those inspections can be seen in the 
following table.

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Inspec-
tions

2 2 0 6 3 1 1 2 1

Inves-
tiga-
tions

1 0 0 2 1 1 1 0 0

Verbal   
Advice

0 0 0 0 3 0 0 1

Written   
advice

2 1 0 6 0 1 1 2 0

Im-
prove-
ment   
Notice

0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

The findings of these inspections led to 6 formal investigations taking place, 4 instances 
when verbal advice was provided, 13 instances of written advice and an improvement notice 
was issued in one instance.

The HSA’s inspection of workplaces programme is carefully planned each year based on 
risk and as such its proactive programme of work focuses primarily on high risk sectors, sectors 
where there are a high level of workplace fatalities and serious injuries occurring such as agri-
culture, construction, health and social care sectors.  Given the low level of workplace incidents 
in fairgrounds, any inspections are reactive rather than proactive and the HSA does not have a 
proactive programme of work in this sector. 

HSA inspectors are granted a broad range of enforcement powers through the Safety, Health 
and Welfare at Work Act 2005. In instances where a serious breach of regulation/contravention 
in a place of work is identified, an Inspector can issue an improvement notice on the person 
in control of the place of work directing them to comply with the regulation within a set time 
frame.  As already indicated there was one improvement notice issued in this sector for the time 
period 2011 – 2018. 

In addition should an Inspector observe a breach of regulation/contravention that could give 
rise to the immediate risk of serious workplace injury, the Inspector can issue a Prohibition No-
tice on the person in control of the place of work directing them to stop the activity immediately 
and not to resume until such time as there are appropriate remedial measures have been put in 
place to address the contravention and reduce the risk of serious injury.  No such Prohibition 
Notices were issued in this sector for the time period 2011 -2018. 

Finally, in instances where an inspector observes minor contraventions they can issue writ-
ten advice or give verbal advice to the person in control of the place of work.  During the period 
covered such advice was given in 17 instances.

11/06/2019WRV03600Health and Safety Authority Data
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11/06/2019WRV03700381. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of injuries reported to the Health and Safety Authority following the use of fairground 
and funfair equipment and roller coasters by persons in each of the years 2011 to 2018 and to 
date in 2019, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23557/19]

11/06/2019WRV03800Minister of State at the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy 
Pat Breen): It should be noted that responsibility for the licensing and operation of Funfairs is 
a policy matter for Housing, Planning and Local Government as the existing legislation deal-
ing with licensing of funfairs, the duties on organisers of funfairs, and the owners of fairground 
equipment, in the context of public safety, is covered by the Planning and Development Act 
2000.

The role of the Health and Safety Authority in relation to Funfairs arises in the context of 
their overall legislative remit on workplace health and safety and in ensuring the protection of 
workers at work.

There were 5 accidents reported to the Health and Safety Authority relating to the fair-
ground and funfair equipment and roller coaster sector for the time period from 2011 to date 
2019.  Information regarding the years these were reported can be seen in the following table.

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Re-
ported   
Inju-
ries

0 0 0 1 3 0 1 0 0

It is important to clarify that there are a number of provisions that apply to the individual 
reporting responsibilities for accident reporting:

The reporting responsibility of an employer in relation to employee:

An employer must report the injury of any employee as a result of an accident that occurred 
while at work where the injury results in your employee being unable to carry out their normal 
work for more than three consecutive days, excluding the day of the accident.

The reporting responsibility of a person in control of a place of work  in relation to a non-
employee:

A person in control of a place of work must report the injury of a person who is not their em-
ployee and who is not at work but who was injured from a work activity in the instance where 
the injured person has had to be taken from the location of the accident in order to receive treat-
ment in respect of that injury in a hospital or medical facility. 

In addition, it is important to provide clarity in relation to the statutory requirements for the 
reporting of accidents to the HSA. There are three situations in which an accident should be 
reported to the Authority:

(I) in the course of employment resulting in personal injury to the person carrying out the 
work activity.  This could be an injury to an employee who is actually doing the work.

(b.)(ii) the course of employment which results in personal injury to an employee who was 
not doing the work that is the subject of the accident

(c.)(iii) from a work activity which results in personal injury to a person outside of the 
course of employment.
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11/06/2019WRV03900IDA Ireland Site Visits

11/06/2019WRV04000382. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of IDA visits to County Wicklow in each of the past five years; the location of each 
visit; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23570/19]

11/06/2019WRV04100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
IDA’s performance in 2018 reflects the joint emphasis the Agency and the Government have 
placed on increasing foreign direct investment (FDI) into regional locations. Last year, for ex-
ample, 56% of all net new jobs created by IDA client firms were in locations outside Dublin. 
Similarly, every region in Ireland, experienced FDI-supported employment growth. There are 
now over 132,000 people employed across 681 firms in IDA client companies outside the capi-
tal. This amounts to 58% of all IDA-supported employment and represents the highest number 
of people ever employed in the regions by Agency client companies. 

Whilst site visits remain an important tool in helping showcase regional locations – whether 
in Wicklow or elsewhere – to investors, it is important to remember that the final decision as to 
where to invest rests solely with the company concerned. It is also the case that site visit activ-
ity does not necessarily reflect investment potential, as a significant proportion of all new FDI 
comes from existing IDA clients already present in the country.  

FDI levels in Wicklow are trending in the right direction. The County saw a 17% increase 
in FDI employment last year, with 388 net new jobs added by IDA client companies. The IDA 
are working hard to attract further such investment in 2019. 

The following table outlines the number of IDA site visits to Wicklow from 2014 through 
to the first quarter of 2019. Information is not available on the locations of specific visits within 
the County, on account of IDA client confidentiality.  

County 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 Q1 2019
Wicklow 4 7 5 2 1 4

11/06/2019WRV04200IDA Ireland Site Visits

11/06/2019WRV04300383. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of visits to IDA sites across Roscommon town and Ballinasloe in 2016, 2017 and 2018; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23774/19]

11/06/2019WRV04400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
IDA’s performance in 2018 reflects the emphasis the Agency and the Government have placed 
on increasing foreign direct investment (FDI) into regional locations. Last year, for example, 
56% of all net new jobs created by IDA client firms were in locations outside Dublin. Similarly, 
every region in Ireland experienced FDI-supported employment growth. There are now over 
132,000 people employed across 681 firms in IDA client companies outside the capital. This 
amounts to 58% of all IDA-supported employment and represents the highest number of people 
ever employed in the regions by Agency client companies. 

County Galway witnessed an 8% increase in employment by IDA client companies in 2018. 
FDI levels in County Roscommon also moved in a positive direction last year, with a 3% in-
crease in IDA client-supported employment.  

Data on IDA Ireland site visits is collated on a county by county basis. Information on site 
visits to specific locations - including individual towns - is therefore unavailable. Whilst site 
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visits do remain an important tool in helping showcase regional locations to investors, it is 
important to remember that the final decision as to where to invest rests solely with the com-
pany concerned. It is also the case that site visit activity does not necessarily reflect investment 
potential, as a significant proportion of all new FDI comes from existing IDA clients already 
present in the country. 

The following table provides details of IDA site visits to Counties Roscommon and Galway 
between 2016 and Q1 2019:   

County   2016   2017   2018   Q1    2019   
Roscommon 1 3 3 0
Galway 42 62 54 9

11/06/2019WRW00200Work Permits Applications

11/06/2019WRW00300384. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
a case (details supplied) will be reviewed with a view to introducing a flexibility in the labour 
market needs test to allow advertisements on a website rather than advertisements in the na-
tional newspapers for job vacancy sites in State-funded organisations that do not have budgets 
for advertising in commercial newspapers. [23787/19]

11/06/2019WRW00400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Ire-
land operates a managed employment permits system maximising the benefits of economic mi-
gration and minimising the risk of disrupting Ireland’s labour market.  The system is intended to 
act as a conduit for key skills which are required to develop enterprise in the State for the benefit 
of our economy, while simultaneously protecting the balance of the labour market.  

Only where specific skills prove difficult to source within the State and wider EEA, may an 
employment permit be sought by an employer to hire a non-EEA national.  The Employment 
Permits legislation prescribes a range of criteria when considering an application for an em-
ployment permit including a Labour Market Needs Test (LMNT).  The LMNT seeks to ensure 
that an offer of employment is first made to people already in the local and EEA labour markets 
before an application is made for an employment permit to employ a non-EEA national.  The 
Employment Permits Act 2014 prescribed the criteria to which employers must adhere in or-
der to satisfy the LMNT and includes the provision that employers must advertise in National 
Newspapers. 

An examination of the operation of the Labour Market Needs Test (LMNT) was included 
in the Review of Economic Migration Policy which was published at the end of last year.  The 
Report found there is widespread support for retention of the LMNT, however it recommended 
modernisation and extension of the process by broadening the range of advertising methods to 
reflect modern advertising tools.  This will be addressed in new Employment Permit legislation 
which is being developed to consolidate the existing Employment Permit Acts and to imple-
ment the recommendations of the Review.  A consultation with stakeholders will be undertaken 
as the draft legislation is being developed.

The highly skilled and ineligible occupations lists for employment permit purposes are sub-
ject to regular review to ensure the regime is aligned with prevailing labour market conditions.  
The twice yearly review process examines labour market conditions at occupational level and 
adjusts access to the Irish labour market for non-EEA nationals on the basis of available evi-
dence.  In addition to public submissions, the review process involves the in-depth examination 
of research and data from sources such as SOLAS, the Expert Group on Future Skills Needs 
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(EGFSN), review of relevant Reports, outputs and initiatives and input from Government De-
partments.  Submissions received are also considered by the Economic Migration Policy Inter-
departmental Group chaired by DBEI.

In order to have the status of an occupation changed to make it eligible for employment per-
mits, there would need to be a clear demonstration that recruitment difficulties are solely due to 
shortages of appropriate personnel across the EEA and not to other factors such as salary and/
or employment conditions.  Organisations in the sector would need to provide the necessary 
data to substantiate their claims.  A detailed evidence-based case for removal of an occupation 
from the ineligible list, based on this detailed data would need to be put forward by the lead 
Department for the sector in question, in this case the Department of Health, to the Department 
of Business, Enterprise and Innovation for review and consideration.

11/06/2019WRW00500Work Permits Applications

11/06/2019WRW00600385. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
a case (details supplied) will be reviewed to examine if flexibility can be applied to have the 
decision to refuse the visa reviewed. [23788/19]

11/06/2019WRW00700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Employment Permits Section of my Department informs me that, on 15 March 2019, this ap-
plication for a General Employment Permit was refused for a number of reasons, one of which 
was that the occupation of Specialist in Assistive Technology and Specialised Seating/Occupa-
tion Therapist is listed on the Ineligible List of Occupations for Employment Permits – employ-
ments for which an Employment Permit shall not be granted. 

My officials inform me that on 8 April 2019, a request for a review of this decision was 
received and on 4th May 2019 the Reviewing Officer confirmed the decision to refuse the ap-
plication.

As the decision to refuse this permit has already been upheld on review under Section 13 
of the Employment Permits Act 2006, as amended, this case cannot be re-visited.  However, 
the position remains that as this occupation is listed on the Ineligible List of Occupations for 
Employment Permits, an Employment Permit cannot be granted.

Question No. 386 answered with Question No. 376.

11/06/2019WRW00900IDA Ireland Portfolio

11/06/2019WRW01000387. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
planning status of IDA-owned lands on the Sligo Road, Ballina, County Mayo; if it has plan-
ning permission for industrial development; the plans the IDA has for the site; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [24116/19]

11/06/2019WRW01100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): IDA 
Ireland owns approximately 10.6 hectares of industrial zoned land on the Sligo Road in Quig-
nashee, Ballina.  The site has been concept master planned by the Agency in order to demon-
strate its potential to investors.  Planning permission was previously obtained for infrastructural 
development, although this has since expired.  The IDA continues to market the site to existing 
and prospective investors that may be interested in expanding or locating in County Mayo. 

More generally, foreign direct investment (FDI) in the County is continuing to grow. In 
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2018 there was a 7.5% increase in employment by IDA client companies with 344 net new jobs 
added.  Work is ongoing to secure further FDI gains for Mayo in 2019.

11/06/2019WRW01200Brexit Preparations

11/06/2019WRW01300388. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the actions she has taken to date to attract companies in the automotive industry that are 
closing operations in the United Kingdom due to Brexit; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [24269/19]

11/06/2019WRW01400389. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if IDA Ireland has approached companies in the automotive industry that are closing opera-
tions in the United Kingdom due to Brexit with a view to setting up operations here; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [24270/19]

11/06/2019WRW01500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 388 and 389 together.

IDA Ireland works closely with international clients from a range of sectors, including the 
automotive industry, to highlight the benefits of investing in Ireland and potentially locating 
here.  This includes companies who are increasingly attracted to Ireland on account of Brexit. 

It is also the case, of course, that many prominent international firms, including companies 
from the UK automotive sector, already have operations in Ireland.  Increasing the scale of 
those operations can be as valuable to the country, if not more so, than securing new invest-
ments altogether.  Pursuing a twin-track strategy – targeting both new-name investors and the 
expansion of existing projects – has helped produce record foreign direct investment (FDI) 
results in recent years and should lead to further investment and job creation in the years ahead.

The IDA’s efforts to win more FDI are helped by our continued status as an attractive desti-
nation for overseas firms.  Our membership of the European Union is undoubtedly a key selling 
point and companies are keenly aware that locating in Ireland ensures barrier-free access to 
an EU market of over 500 million consumers.  Ireland therefore continues to be an attractive 
location for overseas mobile investment, as evidenced by the 70 Brexit-related investments and 
over 5,000 associated jobs that have been won to date.

11/06/2019WRW01700Disabilities Assessments

11/06/2019WRW01800390. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (details 
supplied) who has been waiting four years for an assessment of need in order to attend school 
will be examined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23291/19]

11/06/2019WRW01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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11/06/2019WRW02000Direct Provision System

11/06/2019WRW02100391. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health the pre- and postnatal ser-
vices being offered to women in direct provision centres and emergency reception and orienta-
tion centres; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23869/19]

11/06/2019WRW02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this ques-
tion relates to a service issue, I have referred the matter to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRW02300Direct Provision System

11/06/2019WRW02400392. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health the services being offered to 
women in direct provision centres and emergency reception and orientation centres who have 
experienced miscarriages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23870/19]

11/06/2019WRW02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this ques-
tion relates to a service issue, I have referred the matter to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRW02600Transport Support Scheme

11/06/2019WRW02700393. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if he will introduce a re-
placement scheme for the mobility allowance for persons with disabilities; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24182/19]

11/06/2019WRW02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): With regard 
to the proposals for a new Health (Transport Support) Bill, the Deputy may be aware that my 
colleague, the Minister for Health and I, brought a Memorandum to Government on proposals 
for a new Transport Support Payment Scheme.  Following consideration of the matter, it was 
decided to withdraw the Memorandum from the Cabinet Agenda at that time.  

I intend to revert to Government in due course with revised proposals to reflect the discus-
sions at that Cabinet meeting and further discussions between myself and Minister Harris on the 
best way to progress the Transport Scheme.

It is important to note that the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers scheme, oper-
ated by the Revenue Commissioners, remains in place.  This scheme provides VRT and VAT 
relief, an exemption from road tax and a fuel grant to drivers and passengers with a disability, 
who qualify under the relevant criteria set out in governing regulations made by the Minister 
for Finance.  Specifically adapted vehicles driven by persons with a disability are also exempt 
from payment of tolls on national roads and toll bridges. Transport Infrastructure Ireland has 
responsibility for this particular scheme.

There are improvements in access to a range of transport support schemes available to 
persons with disabilities in the State and on-going work is being carried out by Government 
Departments, agencies and transport providers to further improve access to public transport ser-
vices.  Under the National Disability Inclusion Strategy, the Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport has responsibility for the continued development of accessibility and availability of 
public transport for people with a disability.

11/06/2019WRW02900Health Services Funding
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11/06/2019WRW03000394. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the level of resources provided 
through Departments to support the work of an organisation (details supplied). [24264/19]

11/06/2019WRW03100690. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the level of resources provided 
to the national safeguarding office of the HSE and for each of the community healthcare organi-
sations’ safeguarding and protection teams for the years 2015 to 2019. [24211/19]

11/06/2019WRW03200691. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if he will consider the need 
for additional resources for HSE safeguarding teams in view of the results of a recent national 
survey which showed that one in ten persons was aware of the abuse of a vulnerable adult in 
the past 12 months. [24212/19]

11/06/2019WRW03300692. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if an organisation (details sup-
plied) will be involved in the safeguarding policy development group established by his Depart-
ment; and when it is planned to establish a group for all of Government. [24213/19]

11/06/2019WRW03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 394 and 
690 to 692, inclusive, together.

The safety and protection of vulnerable people is a key objective of Government and soci-
ety.  I have long since recognised the need for clear policy in this area, particularly with regard 
to the sector over which I have responsibility.  This is why I sought Government approval in 
December 2017 to the development of an adult safeguarding policy for the health sector, to-
gether with underpinning legislation as required.  This will be the first such overarching policy 
for the health sector.  My Department’s ongoing work in this area addresses the Government’s 
Decision to approve this proposal.  An overarching sectoral policy of this nature is a complex 
undertaking, not least because the health sectoral policy will cover the public, voluntary and 
private sector and will include cooperation, collaboration, information-sharing and referral ar-
rangements between the health and social care sector and other relevant sectors.

My Department has established an inter-agency steering group to assist with the develop-
ment of the health sector adult safeguarding policy.  This group contains representation from 
relevant public sector bodies and a citizen representative.  A number of representatives on the 
inter-agency steering group are also represent their organisations on Safeguarding Ireland (SI) - 
for example, five of SI’s member organisations and two of its individual members overlap with 
the membership of the steering group. 

Comprehensive stakeholder consultation, including with Safeguarding Ireland, has been 
and will be a feature of my Department’s development of a national health sectoral policy on 
adult safeguarding.  A major stakeholder consultation event is planned for Autumn and a public 
consultation is planned in relation to a draft policy.  As a key stakeholder, Safeguarding Ireland 
will be invited to participate in both of these consultation processes.

It is recognised that adult safeguarding is a matter for every sector, including the health and 
social care sector.  I am not aware of specific plans that other Departments may have in relation 
to their sectoral responsibilities in this area, nor am I aware of any plans to establish an all of 
Government group.  As noted, my Department’s focus is on delivering a comprehensive health 
sector policy and, subsequently, any required legislation to underpin it. 

The level of funding available to my Department and the quantum of services to be provided 
by the HSE, including in relation to its adult safeguarding functions, will be considered as part 
of the normal Estimates and budgetary process and the national service planning process.  As 
an operational matter, I am referring the PQ to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy in relation 
to the specific resources allocated within the HSE to its National Safeguarding Office and each 
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of its Safeguarding and Protection Teams for the years 2015 to 2019. 

I understand that funding support is provided to Safeguarding Ireland from the HSE’s al-
location from the Health Vote.  As an additional support, the HSE provides a secretariat service 
to Safeguarding Ireland.  I do not have details on the support provided by other Departments or 
Agencies to Safeguarding Ireland, I am therefore referring the PQ to the HSE for direct reply to 
Deputy, as the HSE in providing secretariat support to Safeguarding Ireland can provide details 
in relation to the level and source of resources provided to Safeguarding Ireland.

11/06/2019WRW03500Home Care Packages Administration

11/06/2019WRW03600395. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if there are insurance liability 
risks for recipients of home care supports if a care giver alleges he or she was injured on the 
property; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24253/19]

11/06/2019WRW03700396. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if HSE-employed home car-
ers and-or privately employed home carers are covered for injuries sustained while they are at 
the homes of their clients; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24254/19]

11/06/2019WRW03800706. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if there are insurance liability 
risks for recipients of home care supports if a care giver alleges he or she was injured on the 
property; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24247/19]

11/06/2019WRW03900707. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if HSE-employed home car-
ers and-or privately employed home carers are covered for injuries sustained while they are at 
the homes of their clients; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [24248/19]

11/06/2019WRW04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 395, 396, 706 and 707 together.

As this is a service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to 
the Deputy as soon as possible.

11/06/2019WRW04200Hospital Appointments Status

11/06/2019WRW04300397. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of a procedure for a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23177/19]

11/06/2019WRW04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
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respond to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WRW04500Medicinal Products Reimbursement

11/06/2019WRW04600398. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the reason a medication 
(details supplied) is not covered by the medical card; if he will review this situation in view of 
the cost of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23179/19]

11/06/2019WRW04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Medicines play a vital role in improving the 
health of Irish patients.  Securing access to existing and new and innovative medicines is a key 
health service objective.  However, the challenge is to do this in a safe and sustainable man-
ner.  Treatment must be appropriate and proportionate and clinical decision-making, such as 
prescribing, should be based on both patient needs and sound medical evidence.

Lidocaine 5% medicated plasters are licensed for localised relief of post-shingles pain in 
adults.  This is the patch’s only licensed use in Ireland.  It has been reimbursed in the commu-
nity drug schemes since 2010.

Clinical concern arose as usage increased significantly, to the point where more plasters 
were being used in Ireland than in the entire UK National Health Service.  In such situations, 
it is important and appropriate for clinicians to review usage and, in 2016, the HSE Medicines 
Management Programme (MMP) reviewed the use of the plasters.  The review estimated that 
only 5-10% of prescribing was for the licensed indication.

From September 2017, following the clinical review, the HSE introduced a new reimburse-
ment approval system for the patches, to support appropriate use and patient care.  Under these 
arrangements, the patient’s GP or consultant applies to the MMP for reimbursement approval 
on behalf of the patient. 

If an application is refused, the clinician may submit an appeal to the MMP, making a clear 
clinical case for the patient. Information for patients and practitioners is on the HSE MMP web-
site at: hse.ie/yourmedicines.

The outcome of an application or an appeal for reimbursement of lidocaine patches is a mat-
ter between the MMP and the treating clinician.  The Deputy will appreciate that, as Minister 
for Health, I cannot intervene in individual cases.

The decision to introduce a new reimbursement approval process for a particular treatment 
is a matter for the HSE.  I fully support the objectives of the HSE Medicines Management Pro-
gramme.

11/06/2019WRW04800Nursing Staff Data

11/06/2019WRW04900399. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of whole-time equiva-
lents of advanced nurse practitioners and clinical nurse specialists in psychiatry by CHO area. 
[23181/19]

11/06/2019WRW05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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11/06/2019WRX00200HSE Investigations

11/06/2019WRX00300400. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if employees in the HSE fol-
lowing the launch of a human resources investigation have a veto over the person who carries 
out that investigation; if proposals have been received from the HSE to end such a veto; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [23195/19]

11/06/2019WRX00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked that the office of the HSE’s 
National Director of HR respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

11/06/2019WRX00500Public Procurement Contracts

11/06/2019WRX00600401. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 306 of 5 March 2019, the number of deliveries of one carton of disposable incon-
tinence products the contractor was paid for by the HSE; the number of deliveries of one carton 
of disposable incontinence products the contractor invoiced the HSE for; the rationale for the 
rates of these deliveries (details supplied), especially when they exceed the value of goods be-
ing delivered and the fact that the average rate for such a delivery in the marketplace is between 
€5 and €6. [23204/19]

11/06/2019WRX00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRX00800Medicinal Products Prices

11/06/2019WRX00900402. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if a body (details supplied) will be 
included in negotiations for the next national medicine pricing agreement to take effect in 2020; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23205/19]

11/06/2019WRX01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Framework Agreement on the Supply 
and Pricing of Medicines between the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare Association and the De-
partment of Health, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the Health Service 
Executive commenced on 01 August 2016 and shall continue until 31 July 2020.  

I am advised that preparatory work for negotiations on the next Framework Agreement will 
commence in the coming months in my Department and in that regard relevant stakeholders 
will be consulted.

11/06/2019WRX01100Services for People with Disabilities

11/06/2019WRX01200403. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health when a child (details sup-
plied) in County Cork will receive the recommended intervention services of speech and lan-
guage therapy, occupational therapy, physiotherapy and psychology; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23208/19]

11/06/2019WRX01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
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which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRX01400Hospital Appointments Status

11/06/2019WRX01500404. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive a hospital appointment. [23212/19]

11/06/2019WRX01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WRX01700Services for People with Disabilities

11/06/2019WRX01800405. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the HSE will be instructed to 
acknowledge the fact that ME can lead to disability from mild to profound and that the condi-
tion should be added to its list of disabilities to reflect recognition by an organisation (details 
supplied) of ME as a disability code E014; and his views on whether access to assessment for 
home support and personal assistance services should be through disability services not older 
persons services. [23215/19]

11/06/2019WRX01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

The Department of Health has committed to the enactment of legislation to underpin a 
stand-alone, statutory scheme for the financing and regulation of home-care by 2021.  The 
statutory scheme will introduce clear rules in relation to what services individuals are eligible 
for and how decisions are made on allocating services.  The new scheme will help to improve 
access to the home care services that people need.  The system of regulation for home care will 
help to ensure that the public can be confident that the services provided are of a high standard. 

Although much work has been done, a significant amount of work still remains to be un-
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dertaken before decisions are reached on the form of the home care scheme and the system of 
regulation.  This is necessary to ensure that the reforms are successful, affordable and sustain-
able. The matter is however being progressed as quickly as possible. 

HSE Disability Services provide personal and social supports based on the needs of the in-
dividual, rather than the provision of services based on a specific diagnosis or condition. 

As the question relates to services provided by the HSE, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRX02000Disease Classification

11/06/2019WRX02100406. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the criteria used here to diagnose 
the neurological disease ME as described under G.93.3 WHO international classification of 
disease, tenth revision (ICD-10). [23216/19]

11/06/2019WRX02200454. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the criteria used here to diag-
nose ME as described under G.93.3 WHO international classification of diseases, tenth revision 
(ICD-10); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23394/19]

11/06/2019WRX02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 406 and 
454 together.

As this is a service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to 
the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRX02400Disease Management

11/06/2019WRX02500407. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the HSE will be directed to 
develop guidelines for ME relevant to Ireland and reference contemporary research rather than 
rely on that from the UK. [23217/19]

11/06/2019WRX02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRX02700Disease Management

11/06/2019WRX02800408. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the HSE will commence imple-
menting the international consensus criteria for ME in order that persons with ME can receive 
a clear diagnosis as quickly as possible. [23218/19]

11/06/2019WRX02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRX03000Disease Management

11/06/2019WRX03100409. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the HSE will be instructed 
to develop a clear pathway of care for persons with ME with prompt access to specialists and 
treatments. [23219/19]
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11/06/2019WRX03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Health Service Executive (HSE) Disability 
Services provide personal and social supports based on the needs of the individual, rather than 
the provision of services based on a specific diagnosis or condition.  However, people with M.E. 
may also benefit from Specialist Disability Services such as assisted living services.  The HSE 
provides a range of assisted living services including Personal Assistant and Home Support 
Services to support individuals to maximise their capacity to live full and independent lives. 

I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

11/06/2019WRX03300Disease Management

11/06/2019WRX03400410. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health his plans to address the lack of 
specialist consultants for persons with ME; and if his attention has been drawn to the fact that 
ME is a multi-system disease involving many areas with multiple debilitating symptoms which 
require patients to see many consultants. [23220/19]

11/06/2019WRX03500452. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health his plans to address the lack of 
specialist consultants for ME patients; his views on whether ME is a multi-system disease with 
many debilitating symptoms which require patients to attend numerous consultants; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [23391/19]

11/06/2019WRX03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 410 and 
452 together.

As this is a service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WRX03700Disease Classification

11/06/2019WRX03800411. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if he will designate ME as a re-
portable health condition in order to obtain robust official collection of data on the number of 
children, young persons and adults with the condition and the degrees of severity of the condi-
tion. [23221/19]

11/06/2019WRX03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRX04000Disease Management

11/06/2019WRX04100412. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the HSE will be instructed 
to upgrade its diagnostic and treatment procedures for persons with ME to reflect best inter-
national practice; if he will address the lack of specialist support within the health service for 
those suffering with the condition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23222/19]

11/06/2019WRX04200451. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if the HSE will be instructed 
to update its diagnostic and treatment procedures for persons suffering with ME to reflect best 
international practice; if he will address the lack of specialist support within the health service 
for those with ME; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23390/19]

11/06/2019WRX04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 412 and 
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451 together.

As this is a service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to 
the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRX04400Home Help Service

11/06/2019WRX04500413. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if he will address concerns (de-
tails supplied) relating to the provision of home help and carers; if the matter is due to the 
overspend on the national children’s hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23223/19]

11/06/2019WRX04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): There has been no cut 
in funding for home support.  In 2018, the total budget for home support services was €416.8 
million, which provided 17.5 million home support hours, including hours provided as part of 
an Intensive Home Care Package. 

This year, in accordance with its National Service Plan, the HSE intends to provide 17.9 mil-
lion home support hours to 53,000 people and a further 360,000 hours through intensive home 
care packages to 235 people.  This means that in 2019 a further almost €30 million has been 
included in the home support budget and approximately 800,000 more hours of support will be 
provided throughout 2019.  Despite this significant level of service provision, the demand for 
home support continues to grow. It is important to note that capital budgets relating to projects 
such as infrastructure projects are separate to current budgets relating to service delivery. 

At the end of March there were 52,360 people in receipt of home support.  During the first 
quarter of the year 4.2 million hours were delivered nationally, 4,411 new clients commenced 
the service and 6,238 people have been assessed and are waiting for either new or additional 
home support services.  This is about 220 less than for the same period in 2018.

Home Support services are delivered by either HSE directly employed staff, or by staff em-
ployed by approved providers who have met the HSE requirements, and specifications, through 
a tender process for the delivery of Home Support Services.  As services have developed the 
HSE has undertaken a comprehensive modernisation and improvement of home support ser-
vices to better meet the needs of service users.  The HSE and unions have been engaged over the 
past number of years in a comprehensive negotiation process, under the auspices of the Labour 
Relations Commission and in line with the public service agreement with a view to implement-
ing an overall package of measures to improve the service for service users and for the staff 
delivering those services.

11/06/2019WRX04700Hospital Waiting Lists

11/06/2019WRX04800414. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) can expect to have a hip replacement procedure carried out at Merlin Park Hospital, 
Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23226/19]

11/06/2019WRX04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WRX05000Hospital Appointments Status

11/06/2019WRX05100415. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23227/19]

11/06/2019WRX05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WRY00100Healthcare Policy

11/06/2019WRY00300416. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health his plans to develop a national 
policy on ME; and if so, the timeline for the publication of such a policy [23233/19]

11/06/2019WRY00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): There are no plans to develop a single spe-
cific policy on ME in Ireland.  The work of the all-party Oireachtas Committee on the Future 
of Healthcare has provided us a platform for achieving consensus on a long-term vision for our 
health service.  Its report, Sláintecare, presents a ten-year vision to transform Ireland’s health 
and social care services providing the framework for a system-wide reform programme. 

One of the goals of Sláintecare is to provide high quality, accessible and safe care that 
meets the needs of the population irrespective of the disease or illness in question.  This will 
necessitate improving population health-based planning and developing new models of care to 
deliver more effective and integrated care, expanding community-based care to bring that care 
closer to home.  The further development and modernisation of the acute care system will also 
be required to address current capacity challenges and increase integration between the hospital 
sector and community-based care.  There will also be an expansion of eligibility on a phased 
basis to move towards universal healthcare and support a shift to community-based care.
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11/06/2019WRY00500Healthcare Policy

11/06/2019WRY00600417. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if the HSE will adopt interna-
tional guidelines on ME such as the International Consensus Criteria; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23234/19]

11/06/2019WRY00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRY00800Medical Research and Training

11/06/2019WRY00900418. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the reason ME is not on the 
medical school curriculum or included on general practitioner training; his plans to include 
ME as part of professional training in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23235/19]

11/06/2019WRY01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Medical Council’s role in respect of 
medical schools within Ireland is to accredit programmes of basic medical education based on 
the World Federation of Medical Education 2015 Global Standards.

As part of the accreditation processes, the Council reviews how the curriculum is designed 
and delivered which includes ensuring the educational outcomes that students should exhibit 
upon graduating include; the health needs of the community, the needs of the health care deliv-
ery system and other aspects of social accountability.  However, the WFME standards also state 
that medical schools must have institutional autonomy to design the curriculum (Standard 1.2). 

The Irish College of General Practitioners (ICGP) is the recognised professional body for 
general practice and is responsible for post graduate specialist medical education, training and 
research in the specialty of general practice. 

The ICGP Curriculum for GP training focuses on generic learning outcomes which foster 
a patient centred approach to symptoms and support evidence-based practice.  GP trainees are 
taught to respond to all clinical presentations by recognising any knowledge deficits they may 
have and to seek the most rigorous evidence to care for their patients.  The curriculum also 
encourages reflection on patient communication, comprehensive care, and a holistic approach.

With regard to chronic neurological conditions, the ICGP curriculum contains a number of 
learning outcomes including for example eliciting patients’ concerns and expectations, demon-
strating empathy, understanding the importance of continuity of care and coordinating care with 
other primary health professionals to enable chronic conditions management and rehabilitation.

The ICGP Curriculum does not list the many thousands of clinical conditions which a GP 
may encounter.  It does reference the most commonly encountered conditions and also those 
which could lead to devastating physical consequence for patients if not diagnosed early.  It 
also equips future GPs with the attitudes and skills to deal empathetically with all presentations. 

The ICGP continues to review the Curriculum on an ongoing basis to ensure it supports the 
development of GPs in a manner most fit for the general demands of the Irish Health system. 

The College does not have a specific educational module at present for practicing GPs on 
the topic of post viral fatigue syndrome.  Consideration will be given to the inclusion of this as 
an educational topic at future ICGP national conferences/educational events.
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11/06/2019WRY01100Disability Definitions

11/06/2019WRY01200419. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if the need for the HSE to add 
ME to its list of disabilities will be addressed in order to reflect the recognition by the HRB of 
ME as a disability code E014, thus allowing persons with ME to access assessment for home 
support and personal assistance through disability services and not older persons services; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [23236/19]

11/06/2019WRY01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

The Department of Health has committed to the enactment of legislation to underpin a 
stand-alone, statutory scheme for the financing and regulation of home-care by 2021.  The 
statutory scheme will introduce clear rules in relation to what services individuals are eligible 
for and how decisions are made on allocating services.  The new scheme will help to improve 
access to the home care services that people need.  The system of regulation for home care will 
help to ensure that the public can be confident that the services provided are of a high standard. 

Although much work has been done, a significant amount of work still remains to be un-
dertaken before decisions are reached on the form of the home care scheme and the system of 
regulation.  This is necessary to ensure that the reforms are successful, affordable and sustain-
able.  The matter is however being progressed as quickly as possible. 

HSE Disability Services provide personal and social supports based on the needs of the in-
dividual, rather than the provision of services based on a specific diagnosis or condition. 

As the question relates to services provided by the HSE, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRY01400Health Strategies

11/06/2019WRY01500420. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health when the recommendations of 
the strategy for the design of integrated outpatient services 2016 to 2020 relating to the way 
and location in which the patient is treated and the classification of referrals will be published 
and implemented with specific regard to ME; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23237/19]

11/06/2019WRY01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the question relates to a Health Service 
Executive (HSE) strategy, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WRY01700Hospital Appointments Status

11/06/2019WRY01800421. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (details 
supplied) will be reviewed; if a referral for an inpatient procedure in Beaumont Hospital will be 
expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23254/19]
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11/06/2019WRY01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WRY02000Hospital Accommodation Provision

11/06/2019WRY02100422. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if a hospital bed will be al-
located for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23256/19]

11/06/2019WRY02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

11/06/2019WRY02300Hospital Procedures

11/06/2019WRY02400423. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if bladder botox is a procedure 
that is carried out in Letterkennny University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23261/19]

11/06/2019WRY02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to reply to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WRY02600Hospital Appointments Status

11/06/2019WRY02700424. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) in County Donegal was referred from Galway University Hospital to Letterkenny 
University Hospital for a medical procedure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23262/19]

11/06/2019WRY02800425. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal will receive an appointment from Letterkenny University Hospital for 
a medical procedure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23263/19]

11/06/2019WRY02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 424 and 
425 together.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
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a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WRY03100Hospital Waiting Lists

11/06/2019WRY03200426. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) is waiting for a cataract operation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23264/19]

11/06/2019WRY03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WRY03400Hospital Appointments Status

11/06/2019WRY03500427. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if a hospital appointment 
will he expedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23268/19]

11/06/2019WRY03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.
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In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WRY03700HSE Staff Recruitment

11/06/2019WRY03800428. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if the HSE has recruited 
all the staff required to have a nationwide 24/7 mental health service; if not, when the outstand-
ing staff will be recruited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23278/19]

11/06/2019WRY03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

11/06/2019WRY04000Disability Support Services Funding

11/06/2019WRY04100429. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of 
providing 200,000 extra personal assistant hours; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23279/19]

11/06/2019WRY04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRY04300Ambulance Service Staff

11/06/2019WRY04400430. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the contingency plans and re-
sources that were in place for the HSE and the national ambulance service to deal with a strike 
by a union (details supplied) on Friday, 31 May 2019; if he met with his officials regarding the 
dispute; if so, the response; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23283/19]

11/06/2019WRY04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A branch of the Psychiatric Nurses Asso-
ciation called the National Ambulance Service Representative Association (NASRA) has been 
engaged in industrial action, including strike action on 31 May.  The Psychiatric Nurses Asso-
ciation (PNA) state that their industrial action is in connection with two substantive issues.  The 
first is the automated deduction of union subscriptions.  The second is the refusal by the HSE 
to engage in negotiations with the PNA or to recognise the PNA as representing ambulance 
personnel. 

The focus of the National Ambulance Service in all circumstances is to ensure that service 
and care delivery is not compromised in any manner.  During the day of industrial action on 
31 May the National Ambulance Service had a robust and detailed contingency plan in place 
to minimise any disruption and to ensure that patient safety would not be compromised.  This 
included managers who are qualified paramedics being available to carry out front line duties 
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as well as the Department of Defence making a number of appropriately crewed ambulances 
available.

NASRA is a group which is not recognised by the HSE and does not have negotiating 
rights.  The PNA does not have negotiating rights for ambulance personnel.  Ambulance front 
line personnel are fully represented by SIPTU, at all levels of employment with HSE, the De-
partment and other fora.  Industrial relations policy has had a long standing objective of avoid-
ing fragmentation in worker representation in public sector employments, and the trade union 
movement generally, so as to facilitate the orderly conduct of bargaining and other aspects of 
industrial relations.  I have had engagement with my officials concerning this dispute.  Govern-
ment policy supports the policy of consolidation of trade unions, such as has happened recently 
in the formation of FORSA.  Giving recognition to NASRA would run counter to this objective.

11/06/2019WRY04600Home Care Packages Administration

11/06/2019WRY04700431. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
can expect an update on the person’s application for funding in respect of a home care package 
application. [23286/19]

11/06/2019WRY04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRZ00200Hospital Equipment

11/06/2019WRZ00300432. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if the cryotherapy machine in 
University Hospital Galway is out of order; if so, the length of time it has been out of order; 
when it will be repaired; the number of persons waiting for appointments to use the machine; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23288/19]

11/06/2019WRZ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to reply to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WRZ00500Autism Support Services

11/06/2019WRZ00600433. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) has been on the intervention waiting list for services with the Galway Roscommon 
autism spectrum disorder service for such a long period; the actions he is taking to reduce the 
waiting times; when the person will receive a date for an appointment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23289/19]

11/06/2019WRZ00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
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empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRZ00800Autism Support Services

11/06/2019WRZ00900434. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if the autism spectrum disor-
der waiting list for County Waterford is still in operation; if it is now a regional list; if the list 
has been outsourced to a private company by the HSE; if so, if the company is still undertaking 
assessments; if the ASD list in the county is now at a standstill; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23293/19]

11/06/2019WRZ01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRZ01100Mental Health Services Staff

11/06/2019WRZ01200435. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the ap-
pointment of key workers to mental health service users; the position regarding individual men-
tal health service user care plans; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23304/19]

11/06/2019WRZ01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

11/06/2019WRZ01400Hospital Appointments Administration

11/06/2019WRZ01500436. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if the number of outpatient 
appointments provided and then cancelled in respect of a person (details supplied) will be in-
vestigated with a view to clarifying the position. [23307/19]

11/06/2019WRZ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRZ01700Patient Transport Provision
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11/06/2019WRZ01800437. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Health the provision available for pa-
tients who cannot afford transport to hospital appointments, especially those with a disability 
who are travelling long distances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23314/19]

11/06/2019WRZ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

11/06/2019WRZ02000Departmental Meetings

11/06/2019WRZ02100438. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health if his officials will consider meet-
ing with an organisation (details supplied) as key stakeholders with regard to the new oral 
health policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23315/19]

11/06/2019WRZ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Officials in my Department have been con-
tacted by the organisation referred to by the Deputy and have been in contact with the organisa-
tion with a view to arranging a meeting next month.

11/06/2019WRZ02300Respite Care Services Provision

11/06/2019WRZ02400439. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if respite care will be pro-
vided for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23319/19]

11/06/2019WRZ02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

11/06/2019WRZ02600Hospital Transfers

11/06/2019WRZ02700440. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (de-
tails supplied) waiting for a transfer to the National Rehabilitation Hospital after a five month 
wait in Beaumont Hospital will be considered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23328/19]

11/06/2019WRZ02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services 
they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan 
their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which 
is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people 
with disabilities.   As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the 
question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRZ02900Health Services

11/06/2019WRZ03000441. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Health his views on the issue of ser-
vices for patients with heart failure as set out by a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [23350/19]

11/06/2019WRZ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
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ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRZ03200Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

11/06/2019WRZ03300442. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) has not been called back to have a hearing aid fitted following an examination in the 
primary care clinic in Athlone two years ago. [23353/19]

11/06/2019WRZ03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRZ03500Home Help Service Data

11/06/2019WRZ03600443. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Health the number of home 
help hours being used in County Donegal; the details of the time delay in approving home help 
packages from the application date to approval until the applicant is in actual receipt of the as-
sistance in the applicant’s home; the number of home help hours in County Donegal for each 
year from 2016 to date; the new additional hours made available in each of those years, as op-
posed to home help hours becoming available through natural change in circumstances; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [23359/19]

11/06/2019WRZ03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

11/06/2019WRZ03800Ambulance Service Provision

11/06/2019WRZ03900444. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Health the status of his plans 
to provide a second ambulance for south-west County Donegal; if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that at present only one ambulance crew covers the area from Inver to Glencolmcille 
with a population of over 6,000 persons and an area covering 70 km east to west and 30 km 
north to south at the furthest points of the geographical area; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [23369/19]

11/06/2019WRZ04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

11/06/2019WRZ04100Mental Health Services Provision

11/06/2019WRZ04200445. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide alternative 
accommodation for an outpatients psychiatric unit at a location (details supplied) as an alterna-
tive to the current accommodation in the mental health services building at University Hospital 
Galway; the number of outpatients who will be attending this centre; the cost of the rent of the 
property; the length of the lease; his plans to ensure the safety of the public, particularly chil-
dren, as a result of the move; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23372/19]

11/06/2019WRZ04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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11/06/2019WRZ04400Care Services Provision

11/06/2019WRZ04500446. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if a meals on wheels ser-
vice can be accommodated or facilitated in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23374/19]

11/06/2019WRZ04600447. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if short-term respite care 
can be facilitated in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [23375/19]

11/06/2019WRZ04700448. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if an additional home care 
package can be provided in the evenings for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23378/19]

11/06/2019WRZ04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 446 to 448, inclusive, together.

As these are a service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly 
to the Deputy as soon as possible.

11/06/2019WRAA00300Hospital Staff Data

11/06/2019WRAA00400449. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of consultant pae-
diatrician neurologists with a special interest in migraine, in each of the children’s hospitals; 
and the number of children on the waiting list to see consultants regarding migraine treatment. 
[23380/19]

11/06/2019WRAA00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
Children’s Health Ireland to respond to you directly, as soon as possible. 

11/06/2019WRAA00600Cancer Screening Programmes

11/06/2019WRAA00700450. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
preliminary findings from the review of cervical cancer slides by an organisation (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23384/19]

11/06/2019WRAA00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Following the Government decision on 8 
May 2018, an Independent Clinical Expert Panel Review is being carried out by the Royal 
College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (RCOG) with expertise also sourced through the 
British Society for Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology.

My Department is committed to continuing to support and facilitate RCOG and the HSE in 
progressing this review as expeditiously as possible, and to do so in a way that ensures quality, 
comprehensiveness and integrity of the results.

The review is examining the screening history of women who have consented to be includ-
ed.  Where the expert panel opinion of cytology results differs to the original results provided 
by CervicalCheck, the panel will endeavour to determine, wherever possible, any failures to 
prevent cancer or to intervene at an earlier stage and will prepare individual reports for those 
affected, setting out the facts and their expert and independent assessment of those facts.  The 
review will also produce an aggregated report.  The protocol for the International Clinical Ex-
pert Review led by the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (RCOG) has been 
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published on the Department of Health website.  

All available slides (1,739) have now transferred to the review laboratories, the review is 
ongoing and results of the review are not yet available.

Question No. 451 answered with Question No. 412.

Question No. 452 answered with Question No. 410.

11/06/2019WRAA01100Home Help Service Eligibility

11/06/2019WRAA01200453. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if the HSE will be instructed 
to add ME to the list of disabilities, to reflect the HRB recognition of ME as a disability code, 
E014; if access will be allowed for assessment for home support and personal assistance ser-
vices through disability services and not older persons services; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23393/19]

11/06/2019WRAA01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in A Programme for a Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

The Department of Health has committed to the enactment of legislation to underpin a 
stand-alone, statutory scheme for the financing and regulation of home-care by 2021.  The 
statutory scheme will introduce clear rules in relation to what services individuals are eligible 
for and how decisions are made on allocating services.  The new scheme will help to improve 
access to the home care services that people need.  The system of regulation for home care will 
help to ensure that the public can be confident that the services provided are of a high standard. 

Although much work has been done, a significant amount of work still remains to be un-
dertaken before decisions are reached on the form of the home care scheme and the system of 
regulation.  This is necessary to ensure that the reforms are successful, affordable and sustain-
able.  The matter is however being progressed as quickly as possible. 

HSE Disability Services provide personal and social supports based on the needs of the in-
dividual, rather than the provision of services based on a specific diagnosis or condition.

As the question relates to services provided by the HSE, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to the Deputy.

Question No. 454 answered with Question No. 406.

11/06/2019WRAA01500Physiotherapy Provision

11/06/2019WRAA01600455. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision 
of physiotherapy for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23395/19]

11/06/2019WRAA01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
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matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

11/06/2019WRAA01800Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

11/06/2019WRAA01900456. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of the provi-
sion of glasses for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23396/19]

11/06/2019WRAA02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRAA02100Health Services Provision

11/06/2019WRAA02200457. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health if the amount awarded through 
the HSE optical voucher differs for children in County Meath compared with other counties; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23399/19]

11/06/2019WRAA02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris):  As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRAA02400Care of the Elderly Provision

11/06/2019WRAA02500458. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health if a contingency plan is in 
place to avoid the almost certain closure of St. Joseph’s Hospital community nursing unit, Ar-
dee, County Louth (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23404/19]

11/06/2019WRAA02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

11/06/2019WRAA02700Public Private Partnerships

11/06/2019WRAA02800459. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health if St. Mary’s Hospital com-
munity nursing unit, Drogheda, County Louth, is being considered for delivery as part of a 
bundle of facilities by public private partnership; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23405/19]

11/06/2019WRAA02900460. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health the input the private sector will 
have under the HSE contract under the public private partnership arrangements for community 
nursing units nationally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23406/19]

11/06/2019WRAA03000492. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health if the private sector will fi-
nance capital input under the HSE public private partnership contract for the St. Joseph’s Hos-
pital community nursing unit in Ardee, County Louth and the St. Mary’s community nursing 
unit in Drogheda; if so, the funding model that will be used to allow private investors to profit 
and recoup their investment in a public service; if the private sector will have an input into the 
staffing of these units; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23524/19]
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11/06/2019WRAA03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 459, 460 
and 492 together.

The State’s capital programme Building on Recovery: Infrastructure and Capital Investment 
2016-2021, which was announced in late 2015, provided for a health PPP project in the amount 
of €150m.  Following analysis, the most appropriate project for this PPP project is a bundle of 
Community Nursing Units.  The HSE is currently undertaking significant planning and prepara-
tion work to progress this PPP project.

PPPs offer an alternative model for delivering infrastructure, that can be effective in particu-
lar circumstances, and are subject to the same robust and rigorous project appraisal process as 
traditionally procured projects, in accordance with the Public Spending Code.

The National Development Finance Agency, NDFA, also has a role in advising on the best 
way of financing large projects, which would include all PPPs.

The Community Nursing Unit PPP will be delivered as a design, build, finance, and operate 
model (DBFOM).  The PPP company will be responsible for the design and build of the Com-
munity Nursing Units, including the funding the costs of construction which are estimated at 
€150m.  Thereafter the PPP company will be responsible for providing facilities management 
and maintenance services for the contract period, typically 25 years, during which the HSE will 
pay the company an annual unitary charge payment.  At the end of this contract period the units 
will be handed over to the HSE who will be responsible directly for the facility management 
services provided previously by the PPP company.

The HSE will be responsible for the provision of care services within these units.  Therefore 
the PPP company will not have any input into the clinical operation or staffing of these units, 
as that is a matter for the HSE.

I understand that St Joseph’s CNU, Ardee, Co. Louth is currently being considered for de-
livery as part of the PPP programme, while St. Mary’s CNU, Drogheda, Co. Louth is expected 
to be delivered through the HSE’s capital programme.

11/06/2019WRAA03300Hospital Appointments Status

11/06/2019WRAA03400461. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when a child (details supplied) will 
be called for urgent eye surgery. [23407/19]

11/06/2019WRAA03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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11/06/2019WRAA03600Medicinal Products Reimbursement

11/06/2019WRAA03700462. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if costs will be reimbursed to a 
person (details supplied). [23412/19]

11/06/2019WRAA03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.  The Act specifies the criteria for decisions on the reim-
bursement of medicines.

On 4 October 2018 the NCPE completed its assessment for Ocrelizumab (Ocrevus) for the 
treatment of adult patients with early primary progressive multiple sclerosis (PPMS).  It did not 
recommend that Ocrelizumab (Ocrevus) be reimbursed for this indication.  

The HSE is the statutory decision-making body for medicine reimbursement.  It will make 
the final decision on whether Ocrelizumab (Ocrevus) will be reimbursed, taking into consider-
ation the statutory criteria contained in the 2013 Act.

I am advised by the HSE that there has been considerable engagement with the manufac-
turer over the past number of months and that commercial discussions are ongoing.

11/06/2019WRAA03900Disability Services Data

11/06/2019WRAA04000463. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the staffing levels at a facility 
(details supplied) in County Donegal; the job title, staffing grade, working hours per week and 
so on of each employee; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23417/19]

11/06/2019WRAA04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in A Programme for a Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRBB00200Disability Services Provision

11/06/2019WRBB00300464. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the staff vacancies at a facility 
(details supplied) in County Donegal; the date when each vacancy first occurred; the efforts 
made to recruit to fill such vacancies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23418/19]

11/06/2019WRBB00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in A Programme for a Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.
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As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRBB00500Disability Services Provision

11/06/2019WRBB00600465. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the staff to service user ratio at 
a facility (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23419/19]

11/06/2019WRBB00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in A Programme for a Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRBB00800Youth Services Provision

11/06/2019WRBB00900466. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Health if a decision has been made on the 
establishment of a youth mental health pathfinder team under section 12 of the Public Service 
Management Act 1997. [23421/19]

11/06/2019WRBB01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The proposal to es-
tablish a cross-governmental youth mental health Pathfinder team with participation from the 
Department of Health, the Department of Education & Skills and the Department of Children 
& Youth Affairs has Civil Service Management Board and Ministerial approval. 

The proposal is to formalise a new model for collaborative working within Government on 
a statutory footing by utilising section 12 of the Public Service Management Act 1997.  This 
section of the 1997 Act has never been used before.  Various administrative, budgetary, gover-
nance and legal arrangements need to be put in place to ensure a robust and workable model for 
the Pathfinder unit. 

The Department of Health has engaged extensively with the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform, and as a result the participating Departments will consider a number of 
implementation options that address the above issues. 

At the end of last month I had a constructive meeting with Minister Donohoe and his of-
ficials.  They are very supportive of the proposal, subject to resolving the outstanding matters.  
I hope to make substantial progress on the matter in the coming months. 

11/06/2019WRBB01100Home Help Service Provision

11/06/2019WRBB01200467. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health the status of home help provi-
sion for a person (details supplied). [23428/19]
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11/06/2019WRBB01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

11/06/2019WRBB01400Disabilities Assessments

11/06/2019WRBB01500468. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the status of an assessment 
for a child (details supplied). [23432/19]

11/06/2019WRBB01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in A Programme for a Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRBB01700Hospital Appointments Status

11/06/2019WRBB01800469. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive a hospital appointment. [23433/19]

11/06/2019WRBB01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WRBB02000Disabilities Assessments

11/06/2019WRBB02100470. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the criteria for selecting private 
organisations for carrying out an assessment of needs in counties Cork and Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23438/19]

11/06/2019WRBB02200471. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the necessary qualifications for 
a candidate carrying out clinical assessments within the current assessment of needs process in 
the private sector as part of the wait list initiative; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[23439/19]

11/06/2019WRBB02300472. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the necessary qualifications for 
a candidate carrying out clinical assessments within the current assessment of needs process in 
the public sector as part of the wait list initiative; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23440/19]

11/06/2019WRBB02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 470 to 472, inclusive, together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in A Programme for a Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRBB02700Patient Transport Provision

11/06/2019WRBB02800473. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if hospital transport can be 
arranged in the case of a person (details supplied); if this can be facilitated at an early date; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [23441/19]

11/06/2019WRBB02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

11/06/2019WRBB03000Hospital Appointments Delays

11/06/2019WRBB03100474. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (details 
supplied) will be reviewed; the reason surgery due on 5 June 2019 was cancelled on 29 May 
2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23451/19]

11/06/2019WRBB03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Maintaining scheduled care access for all 
patients is a key priority for hospitals.  I fully acknowledge the distress and inconvenience for 
patients and their families when elective procedures are cancelled, particularly for clinically 
urgent procedures.

While every effort is made to avoid cancellation or postponement of planned procedures, 
the HSE advise that planned procedures and operations can be postponed or cancelled for a 
variety of reasons including capacity issues due to increased scheduled and unscheduled care 
demand, medical reasons, and patient choice.

In relation to the specific question raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have 
asked the HSE to reply to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WRBB03300Medical Aids and Appliances Applications

11/06/2019WRBB03400475. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of funding for 
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a wheelchair for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23455/19]

11/06/2019WRBB03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRBB03600Hospital Appointments Status

11/06/2019WRBB03700476. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23461/19]

11/06/2019WRBB03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WRBB03900Disability Services Provision

11/06/2019WRBB04000477. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health if steps will be taken to ensure 
that a person (details supplied) will be provided with a place in the National Rehabilitation 
Hospital in Dún Laoghaire without further delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23469/19]

11/06/2019WRBB04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services 
they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan 
their lives.  This commitment is outlined in A Programme for a Partnership Government, which 
is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people 
with disabilities.   As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the 
question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRBB04200Hospital Appointments Status

11/06/2019WRBB04300478. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive treatment for carpel tunnel syndrome in the person’s hand. [23471/19]

11/06/2019WRBB04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
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half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WRBB04500Ambulance Service Provision

11/06/2019WRBB04600479. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the agreements in place with sport-
ing organisations to provide ambulance coverage at large-scale sporting events; if a copy of all 
individual or collective agreements with such organisations will be provided; if arrangements 
with such organisations have created a cost for the HSE; if so, the amount in each of the years 
2009 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23473/19]

11/06/2019WRBB04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

11/06/2019WRCC00200Disability Services Funding

11/06/2019WRCC00300480. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his plans for future funding for 
the Rehab Group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23476/19]

11/06/2019WRCC00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives. The Government’s primary concern is to ensure the 
continuity of disability services delivered in line with strong governance mechanisms in a cost-
effective and equitable manner consistent with care and support needs. As one of many service 
providers, Rehab provide invaluable services and supports to people with disabilities and their 
families.  

Minister Harris and I held meetings with Rehab and the HSE on 7th ,15th and 21st May 
2019. We want to acknowledge the positive and transparent level of engagement by Rehab with 
the HSE and their commitment to continue to work closely in the future. We recognise the addi-
tional expenditure requirement, as set out and agreed at our meeting, is attributable in the main 
to a number of specific regulatory challenges and associated service pressures. 

We have committed to the provision of an additional €2 million in funding to Rehab. Provi-
sion of this additional funding is subject to the completion of a process of financial and service 
review.

11/06/2019WRCC00500Disability Services Provision
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11/06/2019WRCC00600481. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive funding; the reason for the delay in same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [23483/19]

11/06/2019WRCC00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRCC00800Hospital Appointments Status

11/06/2019WRCC00900482. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the status of the case of a person 
(details supplied); and when the person can expect an appointment in the Royal Victoria Eye 
and Ear Hospital, Dublin. [23493/19]

11/06/2019WRCC01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WRCC01100Home Care Packages Provision

11/06/2019WRCC01200483. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) cannot return home; the reason home care support cannot be funded; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [23494/19]

11/06/2019WRCC01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

11/06/2019WRCC01400Primary Medical Certificates
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11/06/2019WRCC01500484. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the requirements for persons 
applying for a primary care certificate in order for their application to be successful; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [23500/19]

11/06/2019WRCC01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Disabled 
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme operated by the Revenue Com-
missioners provides VAT and VRT relief, an exemption from road tax and a fuel grant to drivers 
and passengers with specific permanent and severe disabilities who qualify under the relevant 
criteria set out in the Department of Finance governing regulations, the Disabled Drivers and 
Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations 1994.

The extent of the involvement of health personnel relates to making a professional clinical 
determination as to whether an individual applicant satisfies the medical criteria.  The Depart-
ment of Finance regulations require that the eligibility on medical grounds of disabled persons 
who are severely and permanently disabled shall be assessed by reference to any one or more 
of the following medical criteria:

(a) Persons who are wholly or almost wholly without the use of both legs;

(b) Persons wholly without the use of one of their legs and almost wholly without the use of 
the other leg such that they are severely restricted as to movement of their lower limbs;

(c) Persons without both hands or without both arms;

(d) Persons without one or both legs;

(e) Persons wholly or almost wholly without the use of both hands or arms and wholly or 
almost wholly without the use of one leg;

(f) Persons having the medical condition of dwarfism and who have serious difficulties of 
movement of the lower limbs.

This determination is undertaken by Senior Medical Officers for the relevant local Health 
Service Executive administrative area, on behalf of the Department of Finance and the Revenue 
Commissioners.  However these HSE personnel have no role in setting or amending the criteria.  
A successful applicant is provided with a Primary Medical Certificate which is required under 
the regulations to claim the reliefs provided for in the Scheme.  

An unsuccessful applicant can appeal the HSE’s Senior Medical Officers’ decision to the 
Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal, which is under the remit of the Department of Fi-
nance. The Appeal Board makes a new clinical determination in respect of the individual.  After 
six months an applicant may reapply if there is a deterioration in their condition. 

11/06/2019WRCC01700Primary Medical Certificates Data

11/06/2019WRCC01800485. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of primary care 
certificates awarded on initial application from County Mayo in each of the years 2015 to 2018 
and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23501/19]

11/06/2019WRCC01900486. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of primary care 
certificates not awarded on initial application from County Mayo in each of the years 2015 to 
2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23502/19]

11/06/2019WRCC02000487. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of primary medical 
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care certificates that were awarded and not awarded, respectively, on initial application from 
County Mayo in each of the years 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23503/19]

11/06/2019WRCC02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 485 to 487, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy’s questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRCC02400Hospital Services

11/06/2019WRCC02500488. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health his plans to invest in 
neurology services in Letterkenny University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23504/19]

11/06/2019WRCC02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to reply to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WRCC02700Social Workers Recruitment

11/06/2019WRCC02800489. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when the post of social worker 
in County Westmeath will be filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23505/19]

11/06/2019WRCC02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRCC03000Health Services

11/06/2019WRCC03100490. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when the general indemnity to 
section 39 service providers as clinically indemnified will be extended; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23506/19]

11/06/2019WRCC03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): To date, no section 39 Agencies have had 
the management of their general indemnity claims delegated to the SCA and there are no plans 
to do so.

11/06/2019WRCC03300Hospital Waiting Lists Data

11/06/2019WRCC03400491. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
awaiting cataract surgery in Counties Cork and Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [23510/19]

11/06/2019WRCC03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Budget 2019 announced that the Govern-
ment had further increased investment in tackling waiting lists, with funding to the NTPF in-
creasing from €55 million in 2018 to €75 million in 2019. The joint Department of Health, 
HSE, and NTPF Scheduled Care Access Plan 2019 was published in March. 

Under the Plan the HSE, in line with the National Service Plan, will deliver 1.155 million 
elective inpatient and day case discharges at a value of €1.4 billion in 2019. The Scheduled Care 
Access Plan includes:

- detailed plans from the NTPF to fund 25,000 IPDC treatments; 5,000 Gastro Intestinal 
Scopes; and 40,000 outpatient first appointments.

- It is also projected that for ten identified high volume procedures, including cataracts, all 
clinically suitable patients waiting more than 6 months will be offered treatment in 2019. These 
10 procedures account for over a third of the active inpatient day case waiting list and represent 
60% of NTPF planned activity in 2019. 

At the end of July 2017, the number of people waiting for a cataract procedure was 10,024. 
Under the Inpatient Day Case Access Plan 2018, cataracts were one of the specialties targeted 
by the NTPF, and by end December 2018, the number of patients waiting had fallen to 6,440, 
a reduction of 36%. The number of patients waiting for a cataract procedure at the end of April 
2019 had further reduced to 6,151, with 582 of patients waiting over 9 months. This represents 
a reduction of 3,789 or 87% when compared to July 2017, when there were 4,371 patients wait-
ing over 9 months for a cataract operation.

The NTPF have advised that as of 30 May 2019, the number of people awaiting cataract 
surgery in public hospitals in counties Cork and Kerry was 523, with all patients listed for treat-
ment at South Infirmary Victoria University Hospital, Cork. 

Question No. 492 answered with Question No. 459.

11/06/2019WRCC03700Hospital Waiting Lists Data

11/06/2019WRCC03800493. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the most recent outpatient and 
inpatient waiting list figures for Navan hospital; the equivalent set of figures from the previous 
12 months; the length of time these patients have been waiting on a three, six, 12 and 24 month 
basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23528/19]

11/06/2019WRCC03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am conscious that waiting times are often 
unacceptably long and of the burden that this places on patients and their families. In this re-
gard, the Government is committed to improving waiting times for hospital appointments and 
procedures.

The joint Department of Health/HSE/National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) Scheduled 
Care Access Plan 2019 was published in March and sets out measures to improve care for pa-
tients waiting for scheduled care in 2019 by reducing waiting times for inpatient/day case treat-
ment and outpatient appointments. The plan places a strong focus on ten high-volume Inpatient/
Day Case procedures. When combined with HSE activity, it is projected that the NTPF will be 
in a position to offer treatment to all clinically suitable patients waiting more than 6 months for 
one of these high-volume procedures.



Questions - Written Answers

236

A key element of the Plan is the stabilisation of the Outpatient Waiting List. Under the Plan 
the HSE, in line with the National Service Plan, will aim to deliver 3.3 million outpatient ap-
pointments, of which approximately 1 million will be first appointments. For its part the NTPF 
will aim to deliver 40,000 first Outpatient appointments.

The plan includes a target to reduce the number of patients waiting for and Inpatient/Day 
Case procedure from just over 70,000 in December 2018 to 60,000 by year end and to reduce 
the number of patients waiting for a first Outpatient appointment from over 516,000 at the end 
of 2018 to under 509,000 by the end of 2019. The latter target takes into account the fact that 
more than 800,000 new patients will be added to the Outpatient waiting list in 2019, a figure 
that is based on trends for the previous two years. 

The NTPF advise that over recent months they have placed a particular focus on engag-
ing with hospital groups and individual hospitals to identify outpatient waiting list proposals. 
While the NTPF have already approved over 38,000 outpatient appointments, they advise that 
the impact of these initiatives may not be seen until the end of the year. Approximately 75% 
of outpatient appointments approved to date relate to 4 high-volume specialities, specifically 
Ophthalmology, ENT, Orthopaedics, and Dermatology. 

In addition, my Department is working with the HSE and NTPF, under the Access Plan, 
with the objective of developing medium-long term improvement initiatives for patient access 
to hospital procedures. This will include moving care to more appropriate settings and provid-
ing care at the lowest level of complexity such as providing ophthalmology in the community; 
maximising the use of Advanced Nurse Practitioner led clinics; and physiotherapists to manage 
orthopaedic clinics.

Navan Hospital IPDC waiting list has increased by 12% (+71) when compared to the same 
period last year but has decreased by 19% (-162) when compared to August 2018. Navan Hos-
pital Outpatient waiting list has increased by 20% (+1,196) when compared to the same period 
last year.

*Due to the small volume of patients waiting in timebands over 12 months on the IPDC 
waiting list, and over 24 months on the Outpatient waiting list, to preserve patient confidential-
ity, these numbers have been included within the broader timebands of 12+ months and 24+ 
months respectively. 

Navan Hospital IPDC April 2018-April 2019

 0-3 Mths  3-6 Mths  6-9 Mths  9-12 Mths 12+ Mths Grand 
Total

Apr-19 379 156 86 53 6 680
Mar-19 346 201 100 56 8 711
Feb-19 371 204 115 38 12 740
Jan-19 359 222 137 33 7 758
Dec-18 372 205 121 20 3 721
Nov-18 384 225 99 26 8 742
Oct-18 386 276 95 35 8 800
Sep-18 413 287 73 46 11 830
Aug-18 439 261 83 52 7 842
Jul-18 459 203 89 35 6 792
Jun-18 479 129 66 35 8 717
May-18 432 145 55 59 8 699
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 0-3 Mths  3-6 Mths  6-9 Mths  9-12 Mths 12+ Mths Grand 
Total

Apr-18 339 154 85 23 8 609
Navan Hospital Outpatient April 2018-April 2019

 0-3
Months

 3-6
Months

 6-9
Months

 9-12
Months

12-15
Months

15-18
Months

18-21
Months

21-24
Months

24+
Months

Grand Total

Apr-19 1727 1030 1155 1006 753 509 435 226 195 7036

Mar-19 1208 1002 1082 707 566 440 237 171 0 5413

Feb-19 1580 1300 987 1063 655 564 423 230 159 6961

Jan-19 1449 1259 1079 959 592 588 388 201 127 6642

Dec-18 1657 1083 1135 773 630 555 359 186 92 6470

Nov-18 1723 1071 1096 737 628 569 319 174 90 6407

Oct-18 1614 1140 1032 697 661 558 260 171 81 6214

Sep-18 1541 1254 923 696 665 532 241 200 26 6078

Aug-18 1542 1235 888 742 683 511 206 201 16 6024

Jul-18 1632 1170 854 748 677 437 217 165 16 5916

Jun-18 1645 1026 991 776 702 329 261 82 12 5824

May-18 1612 1063 997 775 716 323 262 74 11 5833

Apr-18 1621 1054 1038 834 632 315 247 88 11 5840

11/06/2019WRCC04000Hospital Appointments Status

11/06/2019WRCC04100494. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
can expect an appointment in Beaumont Hospital, Dublin. [23530/19]

11/06/2019WRCC04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WRCC04300Hospitals Building Programme

11/06/2019WRCC04400495. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Health when he plans to fund 
the necessary approval for three community hospitals (details supplied) in County Donegal; if 
all three community hospitals will form part of the capital plan; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23533/19]

11/06/2019WRCC04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of public healthcare services and infrastructure projects, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to you in relation to this matter.
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11/06/2019WRDD00200Home Care Packages

11/06/2019WRDD00300496. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if he will consider the estab-
lishment of a central national budget for sudden onset conditions to be operated independently 
of regular home care packages in the context of a submission (details supplied) in order to re-
lieve some of the enormous pressures on patients and their families, on hospital capacity and to 
ensure the effective and equitable operation of home care packages for those with established 
conditions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23537/19]

11/06/2019WRDD00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Gov-
ernment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which 
will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the 
services they choose and enhance their ability to tailor supports to meet their needs and plan 
their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which 
is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people 
with disabilities. In relation to the development of neuro-rehabilitation facilities, the National 
Neuro-Rehabilitation Policy & Strategy Implementation Framework 2019-2021 was published 
by the Health Service Executive ( HSE )on 20 February 2019 and this will guide the roll-out and 
implementation of the national Neuro-Rehabilitation strategy in the years to come. Discussions 
are ongoing on the identification of the funding required to implement the framework.

In relation to home care, my Department has committed to the enactment of legislation 
to underpin a stand-alone, statutory scheme for the financing and regulation of home care by 
2021. The statutory scheme will introduce clear rules in relation to what services individuals 
are eligible for and how decisions are made on allocating services. The new scheme will help to 
improve access to the home care services that people need. The system of regulation for home 
care will help to ensure that the public can be confident that the services provided are of a high 
standard. 

Although much work has been done, a significant amount of work still remains to be un-
dertaken before decisions are reached on the form of the home care scheme and the system of 
regulation. This is necessary to ensure that the reforms are successful, affordable and sustain-
able. The matter is however being progressed as quickly as possible.

11/06/2019WRDD00500Home Care Packages Data

11/06/2019WRDD00600497. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a schedule of 
the mean, median and modal hours per week for home care packages for persons over 65 years 
of age by county; the percentage of HCPs per head of population of over 65s by county; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [23538/19]

11/06/2019WRDD00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

11/06/2019WRDD00800Hospital Waiting Lists Data

11/06/2019WRDD00900498. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
for orthopaedic surgery in each of the CHO areas to date; the number for the previous three 
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years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23544/19]

11/06/2019WRDD01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Budget 2019 announced that the Govern-
ment had further increased investment in tackling waiting lists, with funding to the NTPF in-
creasing from €55 million in 2018 to €75 million in 2019. The joint Department of Health, 
HSE, and NTPF Scheduled Care Access Plan 2019 was published in March. 

Under the Plan the HSE, in line with the National Service Plan, will deliver 1.155 million 
elective inpatient and day case discharges at a value of €1.4 billion in 2019. The Scheduled Care 
Access Plan includes:

- detailed plans from the NTPF to fund 25,000 IPDC treatments; 5,000 Gastro Intestinal 
Scopes; and 40,000 outpatient first appointments.

- Projections by year end to reduce the overall number of patients on the waiting list (ex-
cluding GI scopes) from just over 70,200 in Dec 2018 to under 60,000;

- Within this overall reduction the number of patients waiting longer than 3 months will 
reduce from 40,200 at the end of 2018 to 31,000;

- It is also projected that for ten identified high volume procedures, including hip and knee 
replacements, all clinically suitable patients waiting more than 6 months will be offered treat-
ment in 2019. These 10 procedures account for over a third of the active inpatient day case 
waiting list and represent 60% of NTPF planned activity in 2019.

In relation to the particular matter raised by the Deputy, the table provides the Inpatient and 
Day Case waiting list figures by hospital for the years 2016, 2017, 2018 and to the end of April 
2019.

Inpatient/Day Case Waiting List - Orthopaedics by Hospital

South South 
West HG

Apr-19 Dec-18 Dec-17 Dec-16

Bantry Gen-
eral Hospital

9 0 0 0

Cork Univer-
sity Hospital

9 2 27 9

Lourdes 
Orthopae-
dic Hospital 
Kilcreene

279 252 374 352

South Infir-
mary Victoria 
University 
Hospital

447 466 394 423

Univer-
sity Hospital 
Kerry

145 152 60 68

University 
Hospital Wa-
terford

142 149 166 138

University of 
Limerick HG
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South South 
West HG

Apr-19 Dec-18 Dec-17 Dec-16

Croom 
Orthopaedic 
Hospital

186 145 78 159

RCSI Hospi-
tal Group

Beaumont 
Hospital

183 162 175 191

Louth Coun-
ty Hospital

0 0 18 0

Connolly 
Hospital 
Blanchard-
stown

38 44 71 80

Ireland East 
Hospital 
Group

Cappagh 
National 
Orthopaedic 
Hospital

1531 1413 1813 2055

Mater Mi-
sericordiae 
University 
Hospital

129 145 223 184

Our Lady’s 
Hospital 
Navan

596 641 542 420

St. Vincent’s 
University 
Hospital

24 25 40 51

St. Michael’s 
Hospital

3 3 21 8

Dublin Mid-
lands HG

Midland 
Regional 
Hospital Tul-
lamore

984 1067 1088 1237

St. James’s 
Hospital

523 569 574 424

Tallaght 
University 
Hospital

1476 1412 1659 1776

Saolta Hospi-
tal Group
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South South 
West HG

Apr-19 Dec-18 Dec-17 Dec-16

Letterkenny 
University 
Hospital

414 438 548 553

Galway 
University 
Hospitals

1293 1199 1005 799

Sligo Univer-
sity Hospital

391 271 392 429

Mayo Uni-
versity Hos-
pital

1297 1234 1142 823

Childrens’ 
Health Ire-
land

CHI at 
Crumlin

0 355 572 616

CHI at 
Temple St

0 479 549 471

Small Vol-
ume Hospi-
tals

Small Vol-
ume Hospi-
tals

0 0 2 6

Grand Total 10099 10623 11533 11272

11/06/2019WRDD01100HSE Properties

11/06/2019WRDD01200499. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of the sale of a build-
ing (details supplied); if the building can be kept in State ownership; if other Departments have 
indicated an interest in same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23546/19]

11/06/2019WRDD01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the management of the public healthcare property estate, I have asked the HSE to 
respond directly to you in relation to this matter.

11/06/2019WRDD01400Nursing Home Beds Data

11/06/2019WRDD01500500. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the HSE nursing and care homes 
that have vacant beds; the numbers of vacant beds in each unit; the length of time they have been 
vacant; the reason for the vacancies; the cost of same to the health service; the number waiting 
for admission to local or community HSE nursing and care homes; the length of time they have 
been on waiting lists; and the number occupying hospital beds while waiting. [23547/19]

11/06/2019WRDD01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 
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11/06/2019WRDD01700General Practitioner Services

11/06/2019WRDD01800501. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (details 
supplied) will be examined; if doctors can refuse to provide letters of refusal; if the HSE will 
accept alternative correspondence as proof of refusal of care; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23548/19]

11/06/2019WRDD01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to a service matter, I 
have arranged for it to be referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRDD02000Hospital Services

11/06/2019WRDD02100502. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the timeline for the implemen-
tation of a formal pathway between hospitals (details supplied); when this agreement will be 
formalised; if a date for commencement of this service in County Cavan has been chosen; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [23559/19]

11/06/2019WRDD02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

11/06/2019WRDD02300Mental Health Services Provision

11/06/2019WRDD02400503. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health when the care arrangements will 
be reviewed for patients who suffer from mental illness in a location (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [23562/19]

11/06/2019WRDD02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

11/06/2019WRDD02600Dental Services Waiting Lists

11/06/2019WRDD02700504. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment for dental care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23581/19]

11/06/2019WRDD02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRDD02900Hospital Services

11/06/2019WRDD03000505. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if a CT scanner will be 
provided and more radiographers hired for University Hospital Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23582/19]

11/06/2019WRDD03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.
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11/06/2019WRDD03200Hospital Services

11/06/2019WRDD03300506. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health if there is due to be a reduced 
level of capacity at University Hospital Waterford during the last two weeks of July and the first 
two weeks of August 2019; if staff have been advised to take their holidays during this period 
as a result; if the capacity of the operating theatres will be affected; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23583/19]

11/06/2019WRDD03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible. 

11/06/2019WRDD03500Disability Services Provision

11/06/2019WRDD03600507. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision 
of a personal care assistant for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [23584/19]

11/06/2019WRDD03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRDD03800Nursing Homes Support Scheme

11/06/2019WRDD03900508. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health if the heads of the Bill to 
give effect to the proposed changes to the fair deal scheme will be published soon; the full ex-
tent of these proposed changes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23591/19]

11/06/2019WRDD04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The proposed policy 
change to the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS), to cap contributions based on farm and 
business assets at 3 years where a family successor commits to working the productive asset, 
has been approved by Government. My Department developed draft Heads of Bill while con-
sidering a number of complex ancillary policy and operational matters which may need to be 
addressed in the proposed legislation.  

It is intended that this proposed policy change, the 3 year cap, will be extended to eligible 
existing participants in long term residential care so that they are not disadvantaged, but that 
there would be no retrospective recoupment of contributions for those who have paid contribu-
tions over and above the 3 year period.  

The Heads of Bill has been circulated to Government this week. The changes to the Scheme 
will come into effect as soon as the legislative process is successfully complete.

11/06/2019WRDD04100Hospital Waiting Lists
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11/06/2019WRDD04200509. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if an urgent operation will be ex-
pedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23595/19]

11/06/2019WRDD04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WRDD04400Medical Aids and Appliances Applications

11/06/2019WRDD04500510. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a communications 
device will be made available for a person (details supplied); the expected timeframe to receive 
such equipment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23601/19]

11/06/2019WRDD04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRDD04700Medical Card Appeals

11/06/2019WRDD04800511. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in the 
determination of an appeal for a medical card in the case of a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [23605/19]

11/06/2019WRDD04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WREE00200Health Services Provision

11/06/2019WREE00300512. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter raised in 
correspondence by a person (details supplied); the way in which the issue can be improved; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [23622/19]

11/06/2019WREE00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government of Ireland and the Depart-
ment of Health have set out the Sláintecare strategy to transform health and social care services.

The Sláintecare Implementation Strategy, provides the framework within which a system-
wide reform programme will be advanced. At its core, the strategy focuses on establishing 
the building blocks for a significant shift in the way in which health services are delivered in 
Ireland particularly in the shift of acute to community care settings.  It seeks to deliver on the 
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Future of Healthcare Committee’s vision of a health system in which care is provided in the 
right place, at the right time, by the right person and is always provided on the basis of need and 
not ability to pay with a priority focus on developing primary and community services within 
a national policy context. 

Sláintecare is about delivering a health and social care service that meets the needs of our 
population and attracts and retains the very best healthcare professionals, managers and staff.

With appropriate, well-governed investment, we will deliver a service that is given by the 
right team at low or no charge. Crucially, engaging with staff, staff representative bodies and 
the wider stakeholder network, to find new ways of working to deliver expanded services, will 
be essential to optimise the wealth of skills and knowledge inherent in our health workforce.  

A detailed Sláintecare Action plan for 2019 was completed and published on March 13   
2019. The Action Plan sets out detailed deliverables and timeframes for 239 deliverables that 
are to be progressed in 2019 as part of the implementation of the Sláintecare vision and firmly 
establishes a programmatic approach to the delivery of the Sláintecare Strategy. The 28 deliv-
erables for Quarter 1 are on track.

11/06/2019WREE00500Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

11/06/2019WREE00600513. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if a mobility scooter can be 
provided and facilitated in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23623/19]

11/06/2019WREE00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WREE00800Nursing Homes Support Scheme

11/06/2019WREE00900514. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health when the three year cap in 
regard to farm assets and small business will come into effect under the nursing homes support 
scheme; the procedure thereafter; the estimated timeframe for implementation; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23626/19]

11/06/2019WREE01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The proposed policy 
change to the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS), to cap contributions based on farm and 
business assets at 3 years where a family successor commits to working the productive asset, 
has been approved by Government. My Department developed draft Heads of Bill while con-
sidering a number of complex ancillary policy and operational matters which may need to be 
addressed in the proposed legislation. 

It is intended that this proposed policy change, the 3 year cap, will be extended to eligible 
existing participants in long term residential care so that they are not disadvantaged, but that 
there would be no retrospective recoupment of contributions for those who have paid contribu-
tions over and above the 3 year period. 

The Heads of Bill has been circulated to Government this week. The changes to the Scheme 
will come into effect as soon as the the legislative process us successfully complete.

11/06/2019WREE01100Long-Term Illness Scheme Eligibility
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11/06/2019WREE01200515. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health when he plans to introduce 
necessary supports for persons who have fibromyalgia; if his attention has been brought to the 
fact that such supports are available in other EU member states; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23628/19]

11/06/2019WREE01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Fibromyalgia is a long-term condition and 
the symptoms include severe pain, fatigue and stiffness among many others. The exact preva-
lence of fibromyalgia in Ireland is not known but is estimated at 2% of the population. 

Fibromyalgia can be a difficult condition to diagnose because there is no specific test and 
the symptoms can be similar to those of other conditions. There is currently no cure for this 
condition as the cause is unknown and the treatment requires interventions from various medi-
cal specialists for management of symptoms as they arise.

Fibromyalgia is not classified as a disability and there are currently no plans for its reclas-
sification.  There are no plans at present to add this condition to the list of conditions currently 
listed under the Long-Term illness scheme.

It is important to note that to help the sufferers of this condition with the cost of the treat-
ment, any patient is eligible to apply to the Drugs Payment Scheme or to apply for a Medical 
Card.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €124 a month 
towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the cost 
burden for families and individuals with ongoing expenditure on medicines.

People who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services 
for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card. In the assessment pro-
cess, the HSE can take into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family.    Peo-
ple who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail of a GP visit card, which 
covers the cost of GP consultations.

General medical services are provided by GPs. If the patients clinical condition warrants a 
referral to a Consultant then their GP will organise that for them.

11/06/2019WREE01400Maternity Services

11/06/2019WREE01500516. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 773 of 8 May 2019, if the HSE provides counselling for families who experience a 
traumatic experience while using the maternity services in hospitals. [23636/19]

11/06/2019WREE01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

11/06/2019WREE01700Home Help Service Provision

11/06/2019WREE01800517. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the status of an application for 
home help hours by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23638/19]

11/06/2019WREE01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
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possible. 

11/06/2019WREE02000Home Help Service Provision

11/06/2019WREE02100518. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the status of an application for 
home help hours by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23647/19]

11/06/2019WREE02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

11/06/2019WREE02300Cancer Screening Programmes

11/06/2019WREE02400519. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence 
relating to CervicalCheck from a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [23651/19]

11/06/2019WREE02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): CervicalCheck, the National Cervical 
Screening Programme, offers cervical cancer screening, using a cervical smear test, to women 
aged 25-60 years - an eligible population of 1.1m women. 

Women aged 25-44 are eligible for a free smear test every 3 years, while women aged 45-
60 are eligible for a free test every five years. These intervals are based on best international 
evidence. 

Regrettably, lab turnaround times for smear test results increased significantly during 2018 
as a result of both out of cycle smears and greater uptake generally. However, the programme 
is now back to normal call-recall procedures and lab turnaround times are improving. While 
they can be as long as 30 weeks, two out of three labs are now returning results in eight weeks 
or less.  

While a backlog of around 80,000 smears had built up, this has now begun to fall and was 
reported by the HSE to be down to around 54,474 by the 9th of June. 

Since the 1st of May, the third laboratory, which has the largest backlog, has ceased accept-
ing new slides and is focused on clearing its backlog. I am pleased to say that the HSE has now 
agreed a deal with Quest Diagnostics to provide the additional capacity necessary to ensure the 
continuation of the national cervical screening programme. 

It is important to say also that the HSE has advised that the natural history of cervical cancer 
would indicate that the disease would normally develop over a period of 10 to 15 years. It has 
said that in this context, a delay in the return of cervical screening results, whilst undesirable, 
poses a very low risk to women. 

In relation to the correspondence forwarded by the Deputy, it is my understanding that the 
same correspondence was sent to CervicalCheck on 21st May 2019, who responded directly to 
the individual, copying the Deputy, on 22nd May.   

The individual concerned opted to have her screening test taken in October 2018 processed 
as a private smear test with MedLab.  CervicalCheck is a government funded public programme 
and there is no provision  to  hold  information  (i.e. results or  otherwise)  pertaining  to  pri-
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vate smears.  These are considered non programme smears. The most up to date record relating 
to this individual is that the last screening test with the programme was in February 2016 and 
that they would be called in 3 years  for a repeat test. CervicalCheck then sent a letter dated 
27.03.2019 as a follow on from the recommendation of this person’s 2016 screening test.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the deputy.

11/06/2019WREE02600Hospital Appointments Status

11/06/2019WREE02700520. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23653/19]

11/06/2019WREE02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WREE02900Hospital Waiting Lists

11/06/2019WREE03000521. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that a person (details supplied) is on an urgent hospital waiting list but will not be 
seen for at least 18 months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23656/19]

11/06/2019WREE03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WREE03200Health Services Provision
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11/06/2019WREE03300522. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health when additional resources will 
be provided for home support services in view of the delays in providing the service in ar-
eas such as counties Cavan and Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23668/19]

11/06/2019WREE03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

11/06/2019WREE03500Hospital Appointments Status

11/06/2019WREE03600523. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23673/19]

11/06/2019WREE03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WREE03800Hospital Appointments Status

11/06/2019WREE03900524. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) will 
be called for a DEXA scan to St. Luke’s Hospital. [23679/19]

11/06/2019WREE04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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11/06/2019WREE04100HSE Properties

11/06/2019WREE04200525. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 119 of 16 May 2019, when buildings works were completed; the reason for the time be-
tween completion of buildings works and equipping and commissioning the facility; if there has 
been use of the building in the intervening time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23690/19]

11/06/2019WREE04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

11/06/2019WREE04400Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Provision

11/06/2019WREE04500526. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the average waiting times by 
county for a first appointment with child and adolescent mental health services, CAMHS; and 
the frequency of subsequent visits once a client has had their first appointment, in tabular form. 
[23731/19]

11/06/2019WREE04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

11/06/2019WREE04700Health Services Staff Recruitment

11/06/2019WREE04800527. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health if there is a moratorium on recruit-
ment in the HSE to all staff levels. [23734/19]

11/06/2019WREE04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

11/06/2019WRFF00100Written Answers Nos. 528-543

11/06/2019WRFF00200Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

11/06/2019WRFF00300528. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if aids and appliances will be 
provided for a person (details supplied). [23735/19]

11/06/2019WRFF00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRFF00500Home Help Service

11/06/2019WRFF00600529. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if a particular carer will be 
assigned to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23739/19]

11/06/2019WRFF00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 



11 June 2019

251

matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible

11/06/2019WRFF00800Medical Card Reviews

11/06/2019WRFF00900530. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health when a medical review of a fam-
ily medical card will be finalised for a person (details supplied); if this will be processed as soon 
as possible in view of the significant medical need; the reason for the review in view of the fact 
that the person is under the financial threshold to qualify for a medical card; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [23745/19]

11/06/2019WRFF01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly. 

11/06/2019WRFF01100Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

11/06/2019WRFF01200531. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment for CAMHS. [23747/19]

11/06/2019WRFF01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

11/06/2019WRFF01400Hospital Appointments Status

11/06/2019WRFF01500532. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive a hospital appointment. [23761/19]

11/06/2019WRFF01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WRFF01700Home Help Service Data

11/06/2019WRFF01800533. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the details of home help approved 
and awaiting allocation of same by county. [23765/19]
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11/06/2019WRFF01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

11/06/2019WRFF02000Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

11/06/2019WRFF02100534. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of the progression of 
capital projects at hospitals (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23773/19]

11/06/2019WRFF02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the development of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly in relation to this matter.

11/06/2019WRFF02300Ambulance Service Response Times

11/06/2019WRFF02400535. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the average ambulance wait times 
across counties Roscommon and Galway in each of the years 2016, 2017 and 2018; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [23777/19]

11/06/2019WRFF02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

11/06/2019WRFF02600Ambulance Service Provision

11/06/2019WRFF02700536. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of the planned expansion 
of services at the Loughglynn ambulance base in County Roscommon; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23778/19]

11/06/2019WRFF02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

11/06/2019WRFF02900Primary Care Centres Provision

11/06/2019WRFF03000537. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of the delivery of a new 
primary care centre for Ballaghaderreen, County Roscommon; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23779/19]

11/06/2019WRFF03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRFF03200Primary Care Centres Provision

11/06/2019WRFF03300538. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of a 
primary care centre for Thurles, County Tipperary; if the company that won the contract has 
withdrawn from the process; and if so, the way in which this will affect the timeframe for the 
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provision of the service. [23781/19]

11/06/2019WRFF03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRFF03500Hospital Appointments Status

11/06/2019WRFF03600539. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive a hospital appointment. [23783/19]

11/06/2019WRFF03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WRFF03800Hospital Appointments Delays

11/06/2019WRFF03900540. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to significant delays experienced by persons referred to the Coombe Women and Infant 
University Hospital in respect of routine gynaecology appointments; the steps he is taking to 
allocate resources to reduce waiting times of up to 52 weeks; the average waiting time nation-
ally for persons referred by general practitioners to hospitals that provide routine gynaecology 
services in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23790/19]

11/06/2019WRFF04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The information sought by the Deputy has 
been requested by officials in my Department, and will be provided to the Deputy directly as 
soon as it becomes available. 

11/06/2019WRFF04100Hospital Appointments Status

11/06/2019WRFF04200541. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive a hospital appointment. [23800/19]

11/06/2019WRFF04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WRFF04400Hospital Waiting Lists

11/06/2019WRFF04500542. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health when a cataract operation 
will be arranged for a person (details supplied). [23804/19]

11/06/2019WRFF04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WRFF04700Disability Support Services

11/06/2019WRFF04800543. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the nature of the contract 
put in place by St. Patrick’s Centre, Kilkenny, with an agency (details supplied); if the centre is 
being fined by the agency each time it uses agency staff other than through the agency; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [23805/19]

11/06/2019WRFF04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRGG00200Health Services Staff
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11/06/2019WRGG00300544. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the reason the staff of St. 
Patrick’s Centre, Kells Road, Kilkenny, cannot obtain full details of their pension contributions 
and entitlements from the SPC or HSE; and if he will direct that the information be made avail-
able. [23813/19]

11/06/2019WRGG00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

11/06/2019WRGG00500Disability Services Provision

11/06/2019WRGG00600545. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 874 of 26 March 2019 and the response from the HSE, the outcome of the meet-
ing with the mother of a person (details supplied); if an agreed plan is now in place; if the person 
will be assessed for long-term care provided by an organisation at its facilities; and if respite 
through an organisation will be considered. [23814/19]

11/06/2019WRGG00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRGG00800Mental Health Services Provision

11/06/2019WRGG00900546. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the staffing levels for the CAMHS 
team for County Meath; the way in which this compares with the recommended staffing levels 
in A Vision for Change; the number of staff yet to be recruited; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23819/19]

11/06/2019WRGG01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

11/06/2019WRGG01100Disease Incidence

11/06/2019WRGG01200547. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he and-or his officials 
gather baseline health data on cancers and pulmonary diseases for the affected districts in which 
industrial incineration licences are granted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23829/19]

11/06/2019WRGG01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): At present, the Department holds data on 
both mortality and hospital discharge information at county level. Through the work the De-
partment is doing on a health information system strategy, we will be asking the HSE and 
other agencies under our aegis to include the collection of Eircode in all patient administration 
systems where it is not currently routinely collected.  Having geographically coded health in-
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formation will allow analysis of population health outcomes at lower levels of geography than 
is currently available.

The National Cancer Registry Ireland (NCRI) is charged with collecting and classifying 
information on all cancer cases that occur in Ireland. Collection of population-based cancer 
incidence data for the entire country began in 1994. The NCRI produces annual reports cover-
ing cancer incidence, mortality, treatment and survival.  Each year approximately four further 
reports are produced focusing on specific cancer issues. 

Overall, NCRI data is used widely in the development of cancer services, service planning 
and in monitoring progress being made under the National Cancer Strategy.

11/06/2019WRGG01400Medicinal Products Reimbursement

11/06/2019WRGG01500548. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the deliv-
ery of Spinraza for those with spinal muscular atrophy through the public health service; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [23844/19]

11/06/2019WRGG01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy is aware, the Oireachtas put 
in place a strong legal framework, in the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 
2013, to give full statutory powers to the HSE to assess and make decisions on reimbursement 
of medicines, taking account of a range of objective factors and expert opinion as appropriate. 

In the case of Nusinersen (Spinraza), following detailed consideration of an application for 
reimbursement and lengthy engagement with the company, the HSE decided that it was unable 
to reimburse nusinersen. The HSE concluded that the evidence for clinical effectiveness was 
still quite limited and that the price proposed by the manufacturer was not a cost-effective use 
of resources.

On 21 February 2019, the HSE wrote to the manufacturer involved and informed it of the 
proposal to refuse reimbursement at the current price offering. Under the requirements of the 
Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the company had 28 days to respond 
or make representations to the HSE’s proposed decision. 

I am advised by the HSE that the manufacturer submitted additional information and that 
the matter remains under consideration by the HSE.

11/06/2019WRGG01700Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland

11/06/2019WRGG01800549. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 189 of 18 April 2019, the basis on which he stated that all protected disclosures must be 
treated as confidential when the statutory obligation only goes so far as imposing a requirement 
to keep the identity of the maker of the protected disclosure confidential. [23852/19]

11/06/2019WRGG01900550. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if his predecessor received a protect-
ed disclosure in September 2014 alleging conduct damaging to the health and welfare of per-
sonnel and further alleging serious and substantial procurement irregularities in the Nursing and 
Midwifery Board of Ireland, NMBI, (details supplied); and if in regard to the health and welfare 
element of this protected disclosure, the report constituted a report to an appropriate person 
under section 13(1) of the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 of an offence under the 
same section which the complainant was under a statutory obligation to make. [23853/19]
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11/06/2019WRGG02000551. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the responsibility he has when the 
mismanagement in regard to a matter (details supplied) by the board members was subse-
quently brought to his attention having regard to the provisions of the Nurses and Midwives 
Act 2011. [23854/19]

11/06/2019WRGG02100552. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if senior officials in his Department 
met with the president, vice-president and another board member of the Nursing and Midwifery 
Board of Ireland, NMBI, and directed that a prompt, impartial and proportionate investiga-
tion must be undertaken in respect of the protected disclosure received by his Department in 
September 2014 alleging conduct damaging to the health and welfare of personnel and further 
alleging serious and substantial procurement irregularities in the NMBI. [23855/19]

11/06/2019WRGG02200553. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if senior officials in his Depart-
ment, following a meeting in September 2014 with the president, vice-president and another 
board member of the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland, NMBI, in regard to a protected 
disclosure received in September 2014 alleging conduct damaging to the health and welfare of 
personnel and further alleging serious and substantial procurement irregularities in the NMBI, 
received correspondence from the president of the NMBI stating that there was no foundation 
for the complaints involved, that the matter had been dealt with in a comprehensive and timely 
manner and that no further action was warranted. [23856/19]

11/06/2019WRGG02300554. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the evidence and documentation 
sought and received by his officials from the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland, NMBI, 
in support of an assurance that the complaints made in a protected disclosure (details supplied) 
were without foundation and that no further action was warranted; if the president of the NMBI 
in December 2014 refused to forward the material sought by his officials; and the steps taken to 
insist that the evidence and documentation in question be furnished. [23857/19]

11/06/2019WRGG02400555. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if his officials directed the board of 
the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland, NMBI, in January 2015 to appoint an independent 
third party to review the contents of a protected disclosure in regard to the NMBI received by 
his Department in September 2014; and if the NMBI instead appointed a retired civil servant to 
carry out a scoping exercise rather than a review of the complaint. [23858/19]

11/06/2019WRGG02500556. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if it was reported to his officials by 
the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland, NMBI, that a scoping exercise (details supplied) 
involved interviews of two to three hours with several persons without the interviewer taking 
notes, contemporaneous or otherwise; and if his officials sought an explanation as to the reason 
this protocol was followed. [23859/19]

11/06/2019WRGG02600557. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he sought or received a copy of 
the full report of a scoping exercise (details supplied) completed in April or May 2015; and if 
not, the action he took upon completion of the scoping exercise. [23860/19]

11/06/2019WRGG02700558. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if his officials received by letter 
dated 27 May 2015, a copy of the recommendations of the report of the scoping exercise carried 
out by a retired civil servant on behalf of the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland, NMBI, 
in regard to a protected disclosure sent to his Department in 2014; and if this letter was copied 
to the person who was the subject matter of the complaint. [23861/19]

11/06/2019WRGG02800559. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if the report of a scoping exercise 
(details supplied) was shared by the president and vice-president of the Nursing and Midwifery 
Board of Ireland, NMBI, with the person who was the subject of the complaint prior to the rec-
ommendations of the report being shared with his Department. [23862/19]
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11/06/2019WRGG02900560. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if in respect of the specific recom-
mendation in a report (details supplied) to address with the person the subject matter of the 
complaint, the matter of an electronic record containing a strategy to harm the career of a senior 
member of staff in the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland, NMBI, he was informed by 
letter from the president of the NMBI dated 25 August 2015 that the board of the NMBI had 
decided not to pursue this recommendation. [23863/19]

11/06/2019WRGG03000561. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if the attention of his officials was 
drawn to the fact that on 25 August 2015, the then president of the Nursing and Midwifery 
Board of Ireland, NMBI, arranged a meeting with the maker of a protected disclosure in regard 
to issues at the NMBI, which had been sent to his Department in September 2014, and at-
tempted on behalf of the person complained of to make a deal that if the maker of the protected 
disclosure would withdraw the complaints in regard to the health and welfare of staff in the 
NMBI, the person complained of would leave the employment of the NMBI within a matter of 
weeks. [23864/19]

11/06/2019WRGG03100674. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his views on the fact that the Nurs-
ing and Midwifery Board of Ireland, NMBI, paid a contribution of in excess of €20,000 toward 
the legal costs of a person (details supplied) whose actions were the subject of a protected dis-
closure submitted to his Department in September 2014 prior to findings being made in regard 
to those complaints. [24160/19]

11/06/2019WRGG03200675. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his views on the fact that the then 
president of the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland, NMBI, in May 2016 signed a report 
on a protected disclosure submitted to the Minister’s Department in September 2014 in regard 
to the conduct of a person (details supplied) which stated that consultants to the NMBI did not 
have the opportunity of interviewing the person, the subject matter of the complaint, by reason 
of their having left the organisation to work abroad. [24161/19]

11/06/2019WRGG03300676. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that the president of the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland, NMBI, in a report on 
a protected disclosure submitted to the Minister’s Department in September 2014 in regard to 
the conduct of a person (details supplied) stated that the board upheld each element of the pro-
tected disclosure and considered the issues to be fully investigated and closed, in circumstances 
in which the issues relating to the health and well-being of staff were not investigated despite 
the person who had made the protected disclosure repeatedly making known to his officials 
their concern at the ongoing situation regarding the risks to the health and well-being of staff. 
[24162/19]

11/06/2019WRGG03400677. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that the maker of a protected disclosure submitted to his Department in September 2014 
in respect of the conduct of a person (details supplied) made a complaint to the Ombudsman 
regarding the conduct of the investigation of the protected disclosure by and on behalf of him. 
[24163/19]

11/06/2019WRGG03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 549 to 561, 
inclusive, and 674 to 677, inclusive, together.

These questions appear to relate to details of, and the handling of, a protected disclosure 
submitted to my Department in September 2014.

A protected disclosure, raising matters of concern within the Nursing and Midwifery Board 
of Ireland (NMBI), was received by my Department in September 2014.  The matters com-
plained of included the impact of certain conduct on the health and well-being of personnel and 
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procurement irregularities in the NMBI.  I am advised that the initial complaint did not charac-
terise the matters as falling within the provisions of the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act, 
2005. The matter was referred to the Board of the NMBI to investigate in September 2014. In 
late September 2014 senior officials of my Department met with the President, Vice-President 
and another Board member and stated that it was important that a prompt, impartial and propor-
tionate investigation must take place. 

In November 2014 my officials received a response from the Board of the NMBI in which 
the Board reported that it had formed the view that there appeared to be no foundation to the 
matters raised in the protected disclosure.  In order to be satisfied that the matter had been ap-
propriately reviewed and an evidence based conclusion reached, officials from my Department 
requested the NMBI to set out the basis upon which it had arrived at this conclusion together 
with all evidence and documentation that had been relied upon.  The NMBI responded to say 
it was of the view that it was not appropriate to forward the material associated with the inves-
tigation.  My officials wrote again on this matter in December and, in the absence of receiving 
such assurances, the Secretary General of my Department wrote to the NMBI in January 2015.  
The Secretary General conveyed the Department’s continuing concerns that the NMBI had 
not provided evidence to satisfy the Department that the allegations had been investigated in 
an objective and transparent manner and set out the Department’s strong view that the NMBI 
should appoint a third party with appropriate expertise and experience to carry out a review of 
the complaint.  

In February 2015 the Board of the NMBI informed my Department that a third party had 
been appointed to carry out a preliminary external review of the complaint. My Department ac-
knowledged this correspondence and stated that it looked forward to the outcome of the review. 
The review was completed in May 2015 and the Board of the NMBI informed my Department 
of the recommendations contained in the review in May 2015. In transmitting the recommenda-
tions to my Department by letter, the President of the NMBI copied a Board member and the 
CEO of the NMBI. My Department was not furnished with a copy of the review itself and is 
not familiar with the methodology adopted in the completion of the review or, for example, the 
manner in which interviews were conducted or the specific individuals who participated in the 
exercise.  Subsequently, in submitting a report to my officials in May 2016, the NMBI advised 
that the nature of some of the disclosures focused on what would generally be termed Human 
Resources related issues and the investigation of these was compounded by the departure of a 
former staff member.  I understand that the review conducted by the third party was shared with 
the person that was the subject of the complaint prior to the recommendations of the report be-
ing shared with my Department.

On foot of that review, two reports were commissioned.  Crowe Horwath was engaged to 
carry out an Organisational Review and BDO was engaged to carry out a review of Remunera-
tion and Contract Management of Non-Permanent Employees. BDO submitted two reports, 
the first in September and the second in November 2015. Crowe Horwath submitted a report in 
November 2015. The reports were accepted in full by the Board of the NMBI and they began 
to implement the recommendations.  This has resulted in a comprehensive change to the gov-
ernance arrangements in the NMBI.  I can inform the Deputy that my Department was advised 
by the NMBI on 25 August 2015 that it did not intend to pursue the recommendation relating to 
an electronic record. However, I can advise the Deputy that my Department was subsequently 
(May 2016) advised of the steps that the NMBI took in respect of this specific recommenda-
tion.  The NMBI purchased specific software to enable electronic searching by key words and 
identified a number of documents for review.  This review took place and the complainant was 
advised of its outcome.  The NMBI further advised my Department that it was reviewing and 
updating its policies and practices in relation to NMBI provided technology and resources. 
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The Board of the NMBI submitted a final report to my Department in May 2016 advising 
that the complaints raised in the Protected Disclosure had been upheld by the Board. The Board 
thanked the complainant for bringing these matters to its attention and stated that it had learned 
lessons. The Board set out a number of actions it had commenced to address the matters raised 
to ensure that similar situations will not arise again. 

I am advised that the complainant wrote to officials in my Department in February 2016 to 
outline their dissatisfaction with a number of matters in relation to the handling of their com-
plaint. Included in this letter was a statement alleging that a person had sought to encourage the 
complainant to withdraw an element of their complaint.  I can further advise the Deputy that 
officials in my Department are aware that the complainant made a complaint to the Ombudsman 
regarding the conduct of the investigation.  

I can advise the Deputy that my Department commissioned an independent review to exam-
ine the Department’s handling of the protected disclosure. This review found that the Depart-
ment had acted appropriately at all times, albeit I am aware based upon subsequent engagement 
between my officials and the complainant that the complainant does not accept the findings of 
this review. 

In view of the reports commissioned, the findings of same, and the steps taken by the NMBI 
to implement the recommendations of the reports, I am satisfied that significant action has 
been taken on foot of the complaints made.  These complaints were an important input to the 
enhancement of governance in the NMBI. 

The Deputy is aware of and has raised the obligations set out in the Protected Disclosures 
Act 2014 which provide that a person who receives a protected disclosure in the course of 
their duties shall not disclose information that might identify the person making the disclosure. 
Given that the matters referred to by the Deputy relate to a relatively small organisation, I am 
conscious that to discuss them in great detail may run a risk of inadvertently revealing informa-
tion that could identify the discloser.

In relation to the payment of legal fees, reference to such payment is included in correspon-
dence from the complainant to my Department. My Department has requested that the NMBI 
provide the Deputy with information as to whether such payment was made and, if so, the 
reasons. 

Finally, the Deputy has asked what responsibility I have for matters in the NMBI as Minis-
ter in the context of the Nurses and Midwives Act, 2011. I can advise the Deputy that the Act 
conveys certain powers on me as Minister.  For example, section 9 provides that I may require 
the NMBI to provide me with information in relation to the performance of its functions and 
section 11 provides that I may give general policy directions to the Board. The NMBI is an 
independent statutory body.  Its Board is made up of 23 people, some of whom are elected by 
registered members of the nursing and midwifery profession, some nominated by prescribed 
bodies and some appointed by the Minister for Health.

11/06/2019WRHH00400Abortion Services Provision

11/06/2019WRHH00500562. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health the number of medical and 
surgical abortions that have been provided by the HSE to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [23871/19]

11/06/2019WRHH00600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under section 20 of the Health (Regulation 
of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018, a notification of each termination of pregnancy carried 



11 June 2019

261

out under the legislation must be notified to the Minister for Health within 28 days of it being 
carried out.  

The Minister must prepare a report on the notifications received in a given year not later 
than 30 June the following year, and lay it before the Houses of the Oireachtas. This report may 
then be published. 

Therefore, no information on notifications received under the Act will be released until after 
the annual report for 2019 has been laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas on or before 30 
June 2020.

11/06/2019WRHH00700Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

11/06/2019WRHH00800563. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a request for 
glasses by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23873/19]

11/06/2019WRHH00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRHH01000Disability Services Funding

11/06/2019WRHH01100564. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the status of an application for 
funding by a group (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23874/19]

11/06/2019WRHH01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRHH01300Hospital Acquired Infections

11/06/2019WRHH01400565. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Questions 
Nos. 629 of 26 March 2019 and 685 of 8 May 2019, if his attention has been drawn to the fact 
that HSE hospitals do not follow the control checklist 1.0 for an outbreak of carbapenemase 
producing enterobacterales, CPE, during CPE outbreaks; his views on whether the failure by 
hospitals to use the tool custom designed to manage CPE outbreaks is contributing to the spread 
of such outbreaks in hospitals here; and the steps he will take to remedy the matter. [23876/19]

11/06/2019WRHH01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is an operational matter, I have re-
ferred the Deputy’s question to the HSE for direct reply. The situation regarding CPE continues 
to be monitored closely and the Department receives a monthly report on this matter. 

11/06/2019WRHH01600Hospital Beds Data
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11/06/2019WRHH01700566. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of beds and 
wards in all public and voluntary acute hospitals that were closed on 31 May 2019 or the latest 
date on which data for validated bed closures at hospital and ward level are available in tabular 
form. [23903/19]

11/06/2019WRHH01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Open Beds Report, published by my 
Department monthly, provides a summary of the average numbers of open inpatient beds and 
day beds/places in the acute hospital system based on data provided by the HSE. It can be 
found here: https://health.gov.ie/blog/publications/department-of-health-open-beds-report-
march-2019/.

According to provisional data received from the HSE Acute Business Information Unit, 
there were on average 10,984 inpatient beds and 2,233 day case beds/places available nation-
ally in April 2019. 

Information relating to closed beds is collated at a particular date in time. The number of 
beds closed can fluctuate greatly from day to day for a variety of reasons, including on-going 
refurbishment, maintenance work, and infection control measures.

In relation to the specific data requested, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy 
directly.

11/06/2019WRHH01900Hospitals Discharges

11/06/2019WRHH02000567. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of delayed dis-
charges in each public and voluntary hospital at the end of May 2019, in tabular form. [23904/19]

11/06/2019WRHH02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible. 

11/06/2019WRHH02200Hospital Beds Data

11/06/2019WRHH02300568. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of bed days lost 
through delayed discharges in May 2019 in each public and voluntary hospital in tabular form. 
[23905/19]

11/06/2019WRHH02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to the Deputy directly with the requested information.

11/06/2019WRHH02500Emergency Services Data

11/06/2019WRHH02600569. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the percentage of clinical 
status 1 ECHO incidents responded to by first responders in seven minutes and 59 seconds or 
less in each ambulance station in each month in 2019 to the end of May or the latest date avail-
able; and the percentage of clinical status 1 DELTA incidents responded to by a patient carrying 
vehicle in seven minutes and 59 seconds or less in tabular form. [23906/19]

11/06/2019WRHH02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 
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11/06/2019WRHH02800Emergency Departments Waiting Times

11/06/2019WRHH02900570. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of patients aged 
75 years or over who experienced an emergency department wait time of more than 24 hours 
during May 2019; and the hospitals in which the wait occurred. [23907/19]

11/06/2019WRHH03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I wish to acknowledge the distress over-
crowded Emergency Departments cause to patients, their families, and frontline staff working 
in very challenging working conditions in hospitals throughout the country.

The hospital system is currently operating at close to full capacity. The number of patients 
attending Emergency Departments continues to increase year on year, with approximately 1.3 
million attendances in 2018, up 3.5% on 2017. For the first four months of 2019, the number of 
patients attending hospital EDs increased by 6.5%, and the number of ED admissions increased 
by 4.4% compared to the same period last year. This reflects increasing demand for unsched-
uled care, especially by patients in the 75 years and over age group.

However, the National Service Plan 2019 includes an expected activity target that 99% of 
patients aged 75 and over attending at an Emergency Department are discharged or admitted 
within 24 hours. Therefore, any breach of this target in respect of patients in this age cohort is 
unacceptable.

With regard to the specific question the Deputy has asked, as this is a service matter, I have 
asked the HSE to respond directly.

11/06/2019WRHH03100Home Care Packages Data

11/06/2019WRHH03200571. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of home support 
hours being provided in each local health office, LHO, area to the end of May 2019; the num-
ber of persons on the waiting list for home support hours in each LHO area; and the number 
waiting zero to three, three to six, six to 12 and 12 months plus, respectively, in tabular form. 
[23908/19]

11/06/2019WRHH03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible

11/06/2019WRHH03400Ambulance Service Data

11/06/2019WRHH03500572. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of ambulance 
attendances at each emergency department nationwide in May 2018; the number of ambulances 
that waited longer than 20 minutes to hand over patients, get their trolleys back and return to 
responding to calls; and the number that waited longer than 40, 60, 90, 120 and 180 minutes for 
same, respectively, in tabular form. [23909/19]

11/06/2019WRHH03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

11/06/2019WRHH03700Hospital Waiting Lists
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11/06/2019WRHH03800573. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of spinal fu-
sion patients waiting less than four months for treatment in Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, 
Crumlin, and Temple Street Children’s University Hospital at the end of May 2019 or the latest 
date available; the number waiting four to eight months and more than eight months, respec-
tively; and if the same information will be provided for other spinal patients in tabular form. 
[23910/19]

11/06/2019WRHH03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WRHH04000Health Services Data

11/06/2019WRHH04100574. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
each local health office, LHO, area waiting for a podiatry appointment in primary care at the 
end of May 2019 or the latest date available; and the number waiting zero to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 
52 and more than 52 weeks, respectively. [23911/19]

11/06/2019WRHH04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRHH04300Health Services Data

11/06/2019WRHH04400575. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
each local health office, LHO, area waiting for an ophthalmology appointment in primary care 
at the end of May 2019 or the latest date available; and the number waiting zero to 12, 12 to 26, 
26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks, respectively. [23912/19]

11/06/2019WRHH04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRJJ00200Health Services Data

11/06/2019WRJJ00300576. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
each local health office, LHO, area waiting for an audiology appointment in primary care at the 
end of May 2019 or the latest date available; and the number waiting zero to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 
52 and more than 52 weeks, respectively. [23913/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRJJ00500Health Services Data

11/06/2019WRJJ00600577. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
each local health office, LHO, area waiting for a dietetics appointment in primary care at the 
end of May 2019 or the latest date available; and the number waiting zero to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 
52 and more than 52 weeks, respectively. [23914/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
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reply.

11/06/2019WRJJ00800Health Services Data

11/06/2019WRJJ00900578. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
each local health office, LHO, area waiting for an oral health appointment in primary care at the 
end of May 2019 or the latest date available; and the number waiting zero to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 
52 and more than 52 weeks, respectively. [23915/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRJJ01100Hospital Waiting Lists Data

11/06/2019WRJJ01200579. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for a MRI scan in the RCSI Hospital Group 
for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively, 
in tabular form. [23916/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ01300580. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the RCSI Hospital Group 
for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively, 
in tabular form. [23917/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ01400581. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for a MRI scan in the Dublin Midlands 
Hospital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively, in tabular form. [23918/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ01500582. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the Dublin Midlands Hos-
pital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively, in tabular form. [23919/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ01600583. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the Dublin Midlands 
Hospital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively, in tabular form. [23920/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ01700584. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the Dublin Midlands 
Hospital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively, in tabular form. [23921/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ01800585. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the Dublin 
Midlands Hospital Group for less than 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 9, 9 to 12 and more than 12 months, respec-
tively in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23922/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ01900586. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the Dub-
lin Midlands Hospital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more 
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than 12 months, respectively, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23923/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ02000587. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound in the Dublin Midlands 
Hospital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23924/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ02100588. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for a MRI scan in the South/South West 
Hospital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23925/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ02200589. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the South/South West 
Hospital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23926/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ02300590. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the South/South West 
Hospital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23927/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ02400591. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the South/South West 
Hospital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively, in tabular form. [23928/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ02500592. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the South/
South West Hospital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 
12 months, respectively, in tabular form [23929/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ02600593. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the South/
South West Hospital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 
12 months, respectively, in tabular form. [23930/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ02700594. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the South/South 
West Hospital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 
months, respectively, in tabular form. [23931/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ02800595. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for a MRI scan in the Saolta Hospital Group 
for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively, 
in tabular form. [23932/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ02900596. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the Saolta Hospital Group 
for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively, 
in tabular form. [23933/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ03000597. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the Saolta Hospital Group 
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for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively, 
in tabular form. [23934/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ03100598. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the Saolta Hospital 
Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, respec-
tively, in tabular form. [23935/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ03200599. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the Saolta 
Hospital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively, in tabular form. [23936/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ03300600. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the Saolta 
Hospital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively, in tabular form. [23937/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ03400601. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the Saolta Hospital 
Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, respec-
tively, in tabular form. [23938/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ03500602. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for a MRI scan in the University of Limerick 
Hospital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively, in tabular form. [23939/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ03600603. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the University of Limerick 
Hospital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively, in tabular form. [23940/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ03700604. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the University of Limerick 
Hospital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively, in tabular form. [23941/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ03800605. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the University of Lim-
erick Hospital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 
months, respectively, in tabular form. [23942/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ03900606. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the Univer-
sity of Limerick Hospital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more 
than 12 months, respectively, in tabular form. [23943/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ04000607. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the Uni-
versity of Limerick Hospital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and 
more than 12 months, respectively, in tabular form. [23944/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ04100608. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the University of 
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Limerick Hospital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 
12 months, respectively, in tabular form. [23945/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ04200609. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the RCSI Hospital Group 
for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively, 
in tabular form. [23946/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ04300610. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the RCSI Hospital 
Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, respec-
tively, in tabular form. [23947/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ04400611. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the RCSI 
Hospital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively, in tabular form. [23948/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ04500612. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the RCSI 
Hospital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively, in tabular form. [23949/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ04600613. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the RCSI Hospital 
Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, respec-
tively, in tabular form. [23950/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ04700614. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for a MRI scan in the Ireland East Hospital 
Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, respec-
tively, in tabular form. [23951/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ04800615. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the Ireland East Hospital 
Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, respec-
tively, in tabular form. [23952/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ04900616. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the Ireland East Hospital 
Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, respec-
tively, in tabular form. [23953/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ05000617. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the Ireland East Hos-
pital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively, in tabular form. [23954/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ05100618. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the Ireland 
East Hospital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 
months, respectively, in tabular form. [23955/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ05200619. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the Ireland 
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East Hospital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 
months, respectively, in tabular form. [23956/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ05300620. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing as of 31 May 2019 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the Ireland East 
Hospital Group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months, 
respectively, in tabular form. [23957/19]

11/06/2019WRJJ05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 579 to 620, 
inclusive, together.

The HSE advise that a pilot project was commenced in 2016 by the HSE Acute Hospitals 
Division to progress the collection of national radiology waiting list data. The project has been 
supported by the Radiology Clinical Care Programme and has involved key stakeholders across 
the system including the National NIMIS Team, Hospital Groups, and the support of the Na-
tional Treatment Purchase Fund for data collection and data management expertise. 

The data requested by the Deputy is collected quarterly and will be provided by my Depart-
ment to the Deputy, in the format requested, when the data for Quarter 2 2019 becomes avail-
able. 

11/06/2019WRLL01500Nursing Homes Support Scheme Data

11/06/2019WRLL01600621. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing placement under the fair deal scheme at the end of May 2019 or latest date available; the 
average waiting time; the number of persons awaiting placement under the scheme for each 
local health area in tabular form; and the length of time waiting. [23958/19]

11/06/2019WRLL01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

11/06/2019WRLL01800Hospital Appointments Status

11/06/2019WRLL01900622. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
with receive a hospital appointment. [23959/19]

11/06/2019WRLL02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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11/06/2019WRLL02100Disability Services Data

11/06/2019WRLL02200623. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons with disabilities in receipt of home support hours in each LHO area at the end of May 
2019 or the latest date available in tabular form; the number of persons on the waiting list for 
same in each LHO area in tabular form; and the number waiting zero to three, three to six, six 
to 12 and 12 months plus. [23960/19]

11/06/2019WRLL02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRMM00200Disability Services Data

11/06/2019WRMM00300624. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons with disabilities in receipt of personal assistance hours in each LHO area at the end of 
May 2019 or the latest date available in tabular form; the number of persons on the waiting list 
for same in each LHO area; and the number waiting zero to three, three to six, six to 12 and 12 
months plus. [23961/19]

11/06/2019WRMM00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRMM00500Disabilities Assessments

11/06/2019WRMM00600625. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
children waiting for assessment by early intervention teams in each LHO area in CHO 1 at the 
end of May 2019 or the latest date available; and the number waiting zero to three, three to six, 
six to nine, nine to 12, 12 to 18, 18 to 24 and more than 24 months, respectively. [23962/19]

11/06/2019WRMM00700626. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
children waiting for assessment by early intervention teams in each LHO area in CHO2 at the 
end of May 2019 or the latest date available; and the number waiting zero to three, three to six, 
six to nine, nine to 12, 12 to 18, 18 to 24 and more than 24 months, respectively. [23963/19]

11/06/2019WRMM00800627. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
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children waiting for assessment by early intervention teams in each LHO area in CHO3 at the 
end of May 2019 or the latest date available; and the number waiting zero to three, three to six, 
six to nine, nine to 12, 12 to 18, 18 to 24 and more than 24 months, respectively. [23964/19]

11/06/2019WRMM00900628. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
children waiting for assessment by early intervention teams in each LHO area in CHO4 at the 
end of May 2019 or the latest date available; and the number waiting zero to three, three to six, 
six to nine, nine to 12, 12 to 18, 18 to 24 and more than 24 months, respectively. [23965/19]

11/06/2019WRMM01000629. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
children waiting for assessment by early intervention teams in each LHO area in CHO5 at the 
end of May 2019 or the latest date available; and the number waiting zero to three, three to six, 
six to nine, nine to 12, 12 to 18, 18 to 24 and more than 24 months, respectively. [23966/19]

11/06/2019WRMM01100630. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
children waiting for assessment by early intervention teams in each LHO area in CHO6 at the 
end of May 2019 or the latest date available; and the number waiting zero to three, three to six, 
six to nine, nine to 12, 12 to 18, 18 to 24 and more than 24 months, respectively. [23967/19]

11/06/2019WRMM01200631. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
children waiting for assessment by early intervention teams in each LHO area in CHO7 at the 
end of May 2019 or the latest date available; and the number waiting zero to three, three to six, 
six to nine, nine to 12, 12 to 18, 18 to 24 and more than 24 months, respectively. [23968/19]

11/06/2019WRMM01300632. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
children waiting for assessment by early intervention teams in each LHO area in CHO8 at the 
end of May 2019 or the latest date available; and the number waiting zero to three, three to six, 
six to nine, nine to 12, 12 to 18, 18 to 24 and more than 24 months, respectively. [23969/19]

11/06/2019WRMM01400633. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
children waiting for assessment by early intervention teams in each LHO area in CHO9 at the 
end of May 2019 or the latest date available; and the number waiting zero to three, three to six, 
six to nine, nine to 12, 12 to 18, 18 to 24 and more than 24 months, respectively. [23970/19]

11/06/2019WRMM01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 625 to 633, inclusive, together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRMM02400Disability Services Data

11/06/2019WRMM02500634. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
residential places for persons with a disability being provided at the end of May 2019 or the 
latest date available; and the breakdown by CHO area in tabular form. [23971/19]
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11/06/2019WRMM02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRMM02700Disability Services Data

11/06/2019WRMM02800635. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
new emergency places provided to persons with a disability at the end of May 2019 by local 
health office area in tabular form. [23972/19]

11/06/2019WRMM02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRMM03000Disabilities Assessments

11/06/2019WRMM03100636. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
children at the end of May 2019 or the latest date available who were awaiting a first assess-
ment from the HSE under the Disability Act 2005 for each local health office in tabular form. 
[23973/19]

11/06/2019WRMM03200637. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the speech and language therapy assessment waiting list for each local health area at 
the end of May 2019 or the latest date available; and the number waiting less than four, four to 
12 and more than 12 months. [23974/19]

11/06/2019WRMM03300638. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the speech and language therapy initial treatment waiting list for each local health 
area at the end of May 2019 or the latest date available; and the number waiting less than four, 
four to 12 and more than 12 months. [23975/19]

11/06/2019WRMM03400639. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the speech and language therapy further treatment waiting list for each local health 
area at the end of May 2019 or the latest date available in tabular form; and the number waiting 
less than four, four to 12 and more than 12 months. [23976/19]

11/06/2019WRMM03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 636 to 639, inclusive, together.
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The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRNN00200Occupational Therapy Waiting Lists

11/06/2019WRNN00300640. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy first-time assessment waiting list for each local health area 
at the end of May 2019 or the latest date available, in tabular form; the number waiting less than 
four, four to 12 and more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged zero to four, five to 17, 
18 to 64 and 65 plus years of age [23977/19]

11/06/2019WRNN00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

11/06/2019WRNN00500Occupational Therapy Waiting Lists

11/06/2019WRNN00600641. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list for each local health area in CHO1 at 
the end of May 2019 or the latest date available, in tabular form; the number waiting less than 
four, four to 12 and more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged zero to four, five to 17, 
18 to 64 and aged 65 plus years of age. [23978/19]

11/06/2019WRNN00700642. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list for each local health area CHO2 at 
the end of May 2019 or the latest date available in tabular form; the number waiting less than 
four, four to 12 and more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged zero to four, five to 17, 
18 to 64 and aged 65 plus years of age. [23979/19]

11/06/2019WRNN00800643. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list for each local health area CHO3 at 
the end of May 2019 or the latest date available in tabular form; the number waiting less than 
four, four to 12 and more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged zero to four, five to 17, 
18 to 64 and 65 plus years of age. [23980/19]

11/06/2019WRNN00900644. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list for each local health area CHO4 at 
the end of May 2019 or the latest date available in tabular form; the number waiting less than 
four, four to 12 and more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged zero to four, five to 17, 
18 to 64 and 65 plus years of age. [23981/19]

11/06/2019WRNN01000645. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list for each local health area CHO5 at 
the end of May 2019 or the latest date available in tabular form; the number waiting less than 
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four, four to 12 and more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged zero to four, five to 17, 
18 to 64 and 65 plus years of age. [23982/19]

11/06/2019WRNN01100646. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list for each local health area CHO6 at 
the end of May 2019 or the latest date available in tabular form; the number waiting less than 
four, four to 12 and more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged zero to four, five to 17, 
18 to 64 and 65 plus years of age. [23983/19]

11/06/2019WRNN01200647. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list for each local health area CHO7 at 
the end of May 2019 or the latest date available in tabular form; the number waiting less than 
four, four to 12 and more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged zero to four, five to 17, 
18 to 64 and 65 plus years of age. [23984/19]

11/06/2019WRNN01300648. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list for each local health area CHO8 at 
the end of May 2019 or the latest date available in tabular form; the number waiting less than 
four, four to 12 and more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged zero to four, five to 17, 
18 to 64 and 65 plus years of age. [23985/19]

11/06/2019WRNN01400649. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the occupational therapy treatment waiting list for each local health area CHO9 at 
the end of May 2019 or the latest date available in tabular form; the number waiting less than 
four, four to 12 and more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged zero to four, five to 17, 
18 to 64 and 65 plus years of age. [23986/19]

11/06/2019WRNN01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 641 to 649, 
inclusive, together.

As this question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to 
the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply.

11/06/2019WRNN02400Physiotherapy Provision

11/06/2019WRNN02500650. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
persons on the physiotherapy waiting list for each local health area at the end of May 2019 or 
the latest date available in tabular form; the number waiting less than four, four to 12 and more 
than 12 months; and the number waiting aged zero to four, five to 17, 18 to 64 and 65 plus years 
of age. [23987/19]

11/06/2019WRNN02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

11/06/2019WRNN02700Disease Management

11/06/2019WRNN02800651. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 212 of 28 May 2019, the way in which sufferers of Lyme disease can access testing and 
treatment for the disease in all major hospitals; the reason patients have had to travel for treat-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24012/19]
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11/06/2019WRNN02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Lyme disease (also known as Lyme borel-
liosis) is an infection caused by a spiral-shaped bacterium called Borrelia burgdorferi.  Lyme 
disease is a notifiable disease in Ireland since 2012.  The infection is confirmed by blood tests 
which look for antibodies to Borrelia burgdorferi produced by an infected person’s body in re-
sponse to the infection.  These normally take several weeks to develop and may not be present 
in the early stages of the disease.  

Laboratories in Ireland generally follow the standard approach to Lyme diagnostics which is 
a two-stage approach and involves using a sensitive enzyme immunoassay (EIA) as an initial, 
screening step.  Screening EIAs can be insufficiently specific, giving false-positive reactions 
in the presence of other spirochaete infections including syphilis, and certain viral infections 
including glandular fever.  In addition, sera from patients with autoimmune disorders and other 
inflammatory conditions can also lead to false-positive results. 

Testing which is performed abroad may be performed in laboratories which have not met 
National or International Accreditation (Quality Standards).  These tests may be more likely 
to give a “false positive” result.  In undertaking Lyme testing, it is essential that the results are 
interpreted in the light of the clinical condition of the patient.  Irish laboratories have their own 
quality assurance methods to make sure the tests are working correctly as well as being accred-
ited by the Irish National Accreditation Body to perform the test correctly.   

If the result of this initial screen is equivocal, the patient’s samples are referred to the U.K.’s 
Rare and Imported Pathogens Laboratory (RIPL) Service of Public Health England Porton 
which uses a two-tier system recommended by American and European authorities.  This in-
volves a screening serological test followed by a confirmatory serological test.  All clinical (and 
other) laboratories must undergo continuous quality assurance to ensure that the quality of the 
diagnostics they provide is maintained at the highest international level for human diagnostics.  
This two tier approach gives a great degree of certainty around the diagnosis of Lyme.  All test-
ing in Ireland is confirmed by the RIPL. 

Lyme disease is a well-recognised infection, which is familiar to GPs and hospital special-
ists (especially those specialising in Infectious Diseases, Neurology, Dermatology Cardiology 
and Microbiology).  Accordingly, such specialists would be very familiar with how to manage 
such patients, and as a result, all physicians deal with Lyme disease, as they would with any 
other infectious disease for which they have responsibility.  As testing and treatment for Lyme 
borelliosis is widely available in all major hospitals in Ireland there is no need for people to 
travel to other EU Member States for diagnosis or treatment. 

11/06/2019WRNN03000Counselling Services Provision

11/06/2019WRNN03100652. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for a counselling appointment in primary care at the end of May 2019 or the 
latest date available; and the number waiting zero to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 
weeks, respectively. [24036/19]

11/06/2019WRNN03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

11/06/2019WRNN03300Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Provision
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11/06/2019WRNN03400653. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
local health office area waiting for a child and adolescent mental health services appointment at 
the end of May 2019 or the latest date available; and the number waiting zero to 12, 12 to 26, 
26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks, respectively. [24037/19]

11/06/2019WRNN03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

11/06/2019WRNN03600Psychological Services Waiting Lists

11/06/2019WRNN03700654. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for a psychology appointment in primary care at the end of May 2019 or the 
latest date available; and the number waiting zero to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 
weeks, respectively. [24038/19]

11/06/2019WRNN03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

11/06/2019WRNN03900Mental Health Services Provision

11/06/2019WRNN04000655. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children admitted 
to adult mental health units between 1 January 2019 and 31 May 2019. [24039/19]

11/06/2019WRNN04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

11/06/2019WROO00100Written Answers Nos. 656-671

11/06/2019WROO00200Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Staff

11/06/2019WROO00300656. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of additional staff 
appointed to child and adult mental health services in each CHO to date in 2019; and the net in-
crease in staff numbers resulting from such recruitment in each CHO to date in 2019, in tabular 
form. [24040/19]

11/06/2019WROO00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

11/06/2019WROO00500Mental Health Services Staff

11/06/2019WROO00600657. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of mental health 
whole-time equivalents now needed to be recruited for the full implementation of A Vision for 
Change, taking account of demographic changes in each CHO for the end of May 2019; and 
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the teams and specialities in which the additional staff are required by CHO, in tabular form. 
[24041/19]

11/06/2019WROO00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

11/06/2019WROO00800Mental Health Services Staff

11/06/2019WROO00900658. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of new whole-time 
equivalent positions the allocation of the €55 million in new funding for mental health in 2018 
is to provide; the number of such positions now in place; and the number of positions by cat-
egory (details supplied), in tabular form. [24042/19]

11/06/2019WROO01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

11/06/2019WROO01100Mental Health Services Staff

11/06/2019WROO01200659. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the spend on agency staff for 
mental health services in each of the years from 2014 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and the 
original estimate for expenditure for mental health agency staff in each year, in tabular form. 
[24043/19]

11/06/2019WROO01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

11/06/2019WROO01400Treatment Abroad Scheme

11/06/2019WROO01500660. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who 
have received mental health services under the treatment abroad scheme in each of the past five 
years. [24044/19]

11/06/2019WROO01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

11/06/2019WROO01700Mental Health Services Staff

11/06/2019WROO01800661. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the status of the allocation of the 
posts from the 2015 funding of €35 million for mental health; the number of posts this alloca-
tion now supports; the number filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24045/19]

11/06/2019WROO01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 
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11/06/2019WROO02000Mental Health Services Staff

11/06/2019WROO02100662. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the status of the allocation of the 
posts from the 2016 funding of €35 million for mental health; the number of posts this alloca-
tion now supports; the number filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24046/19]

11/06/2019WROO02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

11/06/2019WROO02300Mental Health Services Staff

11/06/2019WROO02400663. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the status of the allocation of the 
posts from the 2017 funding of €15 million for mental health; the number of posts this alloca-
tion now supports; the number filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24047/19]

11/06/2019WROO02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

11/06/2019WROO02600Hospital Waiting Lists

11/06/2019WROO02700664. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
can expect to receive a neurology appointment at Cork University Hospital; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24063/19]

11/06/2019WROO02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WROO02900Hospital Waiting Lists

11/06/2019WROO03000665. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal can expect to receive a date for an operation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24064/19]

11/06/2019WROO03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
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half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WROO03200Physiotherapy Provision

11/06/2019WROO03300666. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the average waiting time for 
persons in receipt of a medical card to be seen by and receive treatment from a physiotherapist 
by CHO region, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24095/19]

11/06/2019WROO03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

11/06/2019WROO03500Dental Services Provision

11/06/2019WROO03600667. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health the HSE dental services that will 
be available in Leixlip, Maynooth, Celbridge and Kilcock, County Kildare, when the current 
HSE dentist (details supplied) in the health centre in Maynooth retires in six months; the area 
in which this service will be located in future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24108/19]

11/06/2019WROO03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WROO03800National Drugs Strategy

11/06/2019WROO03900668. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health his strategy for the local and re-
gional drug task forces to prevent more young persons entering a life of crime in view of the 
recent gangland killings in Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24136/19]

11/06/2019WROO04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): Government 
policy in relation to drug and alcohol misuse is set out in the national drugs strategy, Reducing 
Harm, Supporting Recovery, a health led response to drug and alcohol use in Ireland 2017-
2025.  

The Strategy represents a whole-of-government response to the problem of drug and alco-
hol use in Ireland. The strategy draws upon a range of government policy frameworks in order 
to reduce the risk factors for substance misuse. It also commits to address the harms of drug 
markets and reduce access to drugs for harmful use.  
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Drug and Alcohol Task Forces play a key role in assessing the extent and nature of the drug 
problem in local communities and in ensuring that a coordinated approach is taken across all 
sectors to address substance misuse based on the identified needs and priorities in their areas. 
They work in partnership with public bodies, service providers, the Gardaí and the local com-
munity. 

The Department of Health provides in the region of €28 million to task forces annually. 

In March 2019, I announced additional funding of €1 million for the implementation of 
Reducing Harm Supporting Recovery. This funding, which will be provided on a recurring, 
multi-annual basis, will address the priorities set down in the strategy including responses to 
emerging trends in substance misuse, and improving services for groups with complex needs. 

I strongly support the efforts of the my colleague, the Minister for Justice, the Gardaí and 
other law enforcement authorities to prevent, disrupt and reduce the drug-related activities of 
criminal groups. 

11/06/2019WROO04100National Drugs Strategy

11/06/2019WROO04200669. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the additional funding being al-
located to task forces in 2019 for each local and regional drugs and alcohol task force, in tabular 
form; the purpose of the additional funding; if this is one-off funding; if it is proposed to be-
come core annual funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24141/19]

11/06/2019WROO04300670. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the funding being allocated as 
core funding to each local and regional drugs and alcohol task force for 2019, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24142/19]

11/06/2019WROO04400671. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health if further funding is to be allo-
cated to drugs and alcohol local and regional task forces; the purpose and amount of additional 
funding; the timing and criteria for its allocation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24143/19]

11/06/2019WROO04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 669 to 671, inclusive, together.

Drug and Alcohol Task Forces will be allocated in the region of €28 million in funding for 
2019. A table outlining the core funding allocated to Drug and Alcohol Task Forces in 2019 is 
attached.

On 6th March 2019, I announced additional funding of €1 million for the implementation 
of the National Drugs Strategy; “Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery”. This funding, which 
will be provided on a recurring, multi-annual basis, will address the priorities set down in the 
Strategy including early harm reduction responses, emerging trends in substance misuse, and 
improving services for at-risk groups.

Following consideration of the outcome of a consultation process with Task Forces and the 
HSE, I approved a three-strand funding model for this additional funding. Task Forces were 
notified of this funding model on 18 May.

Strand 1 of the funding model will allocate €20,000 to each Task Force in 2019. In addition, 
€10,000 will be provided on a recurring annual basis from 2020 onwards and will increase core 
funding by that amount. This additional funding can be used to enhance local drug and alcohol 
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services.

Strand 2 will fund 12 strategic health initiatives on a regional basis, for a total of €190,000 
over three years, with €40,000 in 2019, €60,000 in 2020 and 2021, and €30,000 in 2022 (on a 
half-year basis).

Task Forces and CHOs will be required to work together to develop proposals for funding. 
There will be a minimum of one strategic initiative per CHO. Two strategic initiatives will be 
funded in CHOs 7 and 9 where there are multiple Task Forces. The remaining initiative will 
be allocated to the next best quality application. The selection of the strategic initiatives will 
be based on a number of guiding principles, with a particular focus on actions which address 
emerging trends and patterns of drug use and improve drug and alcohol services for people with 
complex needs. 

Strand 3 will provide funding for a national awareness campaign on the drug-related vio-
lence and intimidation reporting programme. The total allocation will be €140,000 over three 
years (€40,000 in 2019, 2020 and 2021, and €20,000 for six months activity in 2022). 

A breakdown of the overall allocation of additional expenditure for the period 2019- 2022 
is also attached. 

The additional funding reflects the Government’s commitment to implementing an integrat-
ed public health response to substance misuse. I look forward to working in partnership with 
task forces, CHOs and other organisations to achieve the maximum impact from the additional 
resources.  

Core funding allocated to Drug and Alcohol Task forces in 2019

Base alloca-
tion 201

Base alloca-
tion 2019

LDATF DOH HSE Total Additional 
funding al-
located in 
2019

Revised base 
allocation

Ballyfermot €255,446 €1,231,286 €1,486,732 €20,000 €1,506,732
Ballymun €422,958 €697,957 €1,120,915 €20,000 €1,140,915
Blanchard-
stown

€179,305 €913,589 €1,092,894 €20,000 €1,112,894

Bray €573,860 €916,271 €1,490,131 €20,000 €1,510,131
Canal Com-
munities

€338,605 €1,141,309 €1,479,914 €20,000 €1,499,914

Clondalkin €388,114 €1,007,948 €1,396,062 €20,000 €1,416,062
Cork €411,988 €1,108,299 €1,520,287 €20,000 €1,540,287
Dublin 12 €70,397 €993,750 €1,064,147 €20,000 €1,084,147
Dublin NE €239,971 €777,116 €1,017,087 €20,000 €1,037,087
Dun 
Laoghaire

€94,676 €786,755 €881,431 €20,000 €901,431

Finglas Ca-
bra

€263,277 €627,960 €891,237 €20,000 €911,237

NIC €394,856 €1,834,723 €2,229,579 €20,000 €2,249,579
SIC €176,043 €1,868,014 €2,044,057 €20,000 €2,064,057
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Base alloca-
tion 201

Base alloca-
tion 2019

Tallaght €336,022 €898,930 €1,234,952 €20,000 €1,254,952
Total LDATF €4,145,518 €14,803,907 €18,949,425 €280,000 €19,229,425

RDATF 2018 DOH 2018 HSE Total Aditional 
core funding 
2019

Revised base 
allocation

East Coast 
Area

€58,200 €508,500 €566,700 €20,000 €586,700

Midland €136,816 €662,491 €799,307 €20,000 €819,307
Mid-West €147,982 €1,260,007 €1,407,989 €20,000 €1,427,989
North East €0 €927,813 €927,813 €20,000 €947,813
North West €258,633 €461,730 €720,363 €20,000 €740,363
North Dublin 
City & Co.

€266,245 €511,019 €777,264 €20,000 €797,264

South East €0 €1,065,760 €1,065,760 €20,000 €1,085,760
South West €102,820 €696,497 €799,317 €20,000 €819,317
Southern €0 €973,178 €973,178 €20,000 €993,178
Western €136,994 €524,155 €661,149 €20,000 €681,149
Total RDATF €1,107,690 €7,591,150 €8,698,840 €200,000 €8,898,840

Overall Total €27,648,265 €480,000 €28,128,265
Allocation of additional expenditure for the period 2019-2022

Strand Purpose 2019 2020 2021 2022 Cumula-
tive fund-
ing

1*
Local 
service en-
hancement 
(Drugs 
and Alco-
hol Task 
Forces x 
24)

€20,000 €10,000 €10,000 €10,000 €50,000

2
Strategic 
health 
initiatives 
at CHO 
level (com-
bination 
of Task 
Forces & 
HSE x 12)

€40,000 €60,000 €60,000 €30,000 €190,000

3
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Strand Purpose 2019 2020 2021 2022 Cumula-
tive fund-
ing

National 
awareness 
campaign 
on drug-
related 
violence 
and intimi-
dation 

€40,000 €40,000 €40,000 €20,000 €140,000

*Strand 1 allocation of €10,000 per Task Force is recurring funding and will continue be-
yond 2022

11/06/2019WRPP00200Hospital Waiting Lists Data

11/06/2019WRPP00300672. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for treat-
ments from a physiotherapist in respect of persons in receipt of a medical card by CHO region 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24152/19]

11/06/2019WRPP00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

11/06/2019WRPP00500Hospital Waiting Lists

11/06/2019WRPP00600673. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health the status of a surgery appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied). [24153/19]

11/06/2019WRPP00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

  Questions Nos. 674 to 677, inclusive, answered with Question No. 549.

11/06/2019WRPP01200Speech and Language Therapy Provision
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11/06/2019WRPP01300678. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health if there are incidents in which the 
HSE in conjunction with an organisation (details supplied) provide speech and language thera-
py for children over six years of age; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24168/19]

11/06/2019WRPP01400679. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health when speech and language 
therapy will be provided to a child (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24169/19]

11/06/2019WRPP01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 678 and 679 together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRPP01700Care of the Elderly

11/06/2019WRPP01800680. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the average waiting times for 
older persons’ services in County Waterford in each of the years 2015 to 2018 and to date in 
2019, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24172/19]

11/06/2019WRPP01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

11/06/2019WRPP02000Disabilities Assessments

11/06/2019WRPP02100681. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the HSE waiting times 
for assessments of needs for children with additional needs to date over the past five years by 
CHO area in tabular form. [24176/19]

11/06/2019WRPP02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRPP02300Dental Services Staff
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11/06/2019WRPP02400682. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of den-
tists attached to the school dentistry programme in County Cork. [24177/19]

11/06/2019WRPP02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRPP02600Dental Services Staff

11/06/2019WRPP02700683. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of den-
tists attached to the school dentistry programme in County Cork who have retired in the past 
three years; if they have been replaced; and if not, when they will be replaced. [24178/19]

11/06/2019WRPP02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRPP02900Dental Services Staff

11/06/2019WRPP03000684. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of den-
tists attached to the school dentistry programme in County Cork in each of the past ten years. 
[24179/19]

11/06/2019WRPP03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRPP03200Dental Services Data

11/06/2019WRPP03300685. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of chil-
dren seen by dentists; the number of appointments carried out; and the number of procedures 
carried out under the school dentistry programme in each of the past ten years. [24180/19]

11/06/2019WRPP03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRPP03500Respite Care Services Data

11/06/2019WRPP03600686. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the number of respite bed 
nights provided for adults in counties Louth and Meath in each of the years 2015 to 2018 and to 
date in 2019, in tabular form; the number of adults for whom respite was provided in counties 
Louth and Meath in the same years in tabular form; the average number of nights persons were 
offered over the same years; the method of rolling years relating to the provision of respite; if 
persons lose an entitlement to respite provision in the subsequent years if this option is taken 
up; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24183/19]

11/06/2019WRPP03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

11/06/2019WRPP03800Medicinal Products Prices
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11/06/2019WRPP03900687. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health if he has considered the request 
made by this Deputy during Questions on Promised Legislation on 29 May 2019 to meet and 
assist the family of a person (details supplied); the steps he will take to reduce the unaffordable 
price of the drug by removing the cost of the VAT on same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24189/19]

11/06/2019WRPP04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy is aware, the HSE has statu-
tory responsibility for medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions in accordance with the 
Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013 which specifies the criteria for deci-
sions on the reimbursement of medicines.

As Minister for Health, I do not have any statutory power or function in relation to the reim-
bursement of medicines and Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for 
Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any individual or 
to confer eligibility on any individual. Therefore, it would be inappropriate for me to meet with 
Mr Holmes, although I have great sympathy for his situation.

In Ireland, the majority of patients access medicines through the publicly funded Commu-
nity Drug Schemes.

In line with the 2013 Act and the national framework agreed with industry, if a company 
would like a medicine to be reimbursed by the HSE, it must apply to have the new medicine 
added to the reimbursement list.

Reimbursement is for licensed indications which have been granted market authorisation by 
the European Medicines Agency (EMA) or the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA).

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE).

Pembrolizumab (Keytruda) has been granted marketing authorisation in Ireland and the EU 
for a number of indications and is included on the HSE reimbursement list for some of those 
indications.

Furthermore, Pembrolizumab (Keytruda) is being assessed by the HSE, using the criteria in 
the 2013 Act, for a number of other indications for which it has received marketing authorisa-
tion.

There are no other indications for pembrolizumab approved in the European Union at this 
time.

Clinical trials for various immunotherapies, including pembrolizumab (Keytruda), are on-
going globally for a range of other possible indications, which may receive marketing authori-
sation in the EU over the next number of years. Each of those indications will be considered for 
reimbursement as market authorisations are granted and applications received.

In relation to your suggestion regarding VAT exemptions to medicinal products, I wish to 
advise you that changes to taxation policy are a matter for the Minister for Finance and Public 
Expenditure and Reform.

11/06/2019WRQQ00200Disability Services Provision

11/06/2019WRQQ00300688. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health if the transport needs of a person 
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(details supplied) will be investigated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24192/19]

11/06/2019WRQQ00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The provi-
sion of transport services is not part of core services within disability services. As a general rule 
public transport should be used in all circumstances where it is an option. This is in keeping 
with the principle of main-streaming with a clear focus on ensuring persons with a disability 
have access to the normal range of services and participate in community life as far as possible.  
It must be noted that in general, day service users are in receipt of disability allowance and are 
automatically entitled to the Free Travel Pass, so there should be no additional cost burden at 
an individual level.

In regard to developments to meet the day service needs of school leavers each year, all new 
service locations under development are located as close as possible to where people reside so 
as to reduce the travel time for each person and enable them to be more connected with their 
own local community.

Funding is not provided for the transportation of young people to and from day services. 
However when all other options are exhausted and a person cannot avail of a day service be-
cause they do not have transport to attend, the service provider is advised to use some of the 
service money to cover the transport costs – this usually results in the provision of a reduced 
quantum of service.

The HSE intends to liaise with the National Transport Authority and disability service pro-
viders to explore ways in which the Authority’s services could assist people with disabilities. 
The National Transport Authority has a total of 17 Transport co-ordinating units called Local 
Link which provide safe secure and reliable Public Transport services in local and rural areas of 
Ireland through a combination of scheduled Public Transport services and door to door services. 
The HSE plans to explore the opportunities these units may provide to people with disabilities 
to access day services and participate in the social, educational and economic life of their local 
communities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service matter concerning an individual, I have ar-
ranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to 
the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRQQ00500Disability Services Provision

11/06/2019WRQQ00600689. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (details sup-
plied) will be investigated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24193/19]

11/06/2019WRQQ00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Questions Nos. 690 to 692, inclusive, answered with Question No. 394.
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11/06/2019WRQQ01100Hospital Appointments Status

11/06/2019WRQQ01200693. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an outpatient appointment for pain management; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24214/19]

11/06/2019WRQQ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

11/06/2019WRQQ01400Medicinal Products Expenditure

11/06/2019WRQQ01500694. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 205 of 6 March 2019, the list of new drugs approved by the HSE each year since 
2014, in tabular form; the cost in the year they were approved; the cost in each subsequent year; 
the projected cost in future years; the way in which the forecast of €150 million referenced in 
the reply is to be allocated per year per drug; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24222/19]

11/06/2019WRQQ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on reimbursement of medicines under the community drug schemes, in accordance 
with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.  Therefore, 
the matter has been referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRQQ01700Home Care Packages

11/06/2019WRQQ01800695. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the HSE budget for home care 
packages in each of the years 2015 to 2019. [24223/19]

11/06/2019WRQQ01900696. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the HSE budget for intensive 
home care packages in each of the years 2015 to 2019. [24224/19]

11/06/2019WRQQ02000697. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the correct pathway to access an 
intensive home care package; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24225/19]

11/06/2019WRQQ02100698. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the HSE budget for County Louth 
for intensive home care packages in each of the years 2015 to 2019. [24226/19]

11/06/2019WRQQ02200699. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in County 
Louth who received intensive home care packages in each of the years 2015 to 2018 and to date 
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in 2019. [24227/19]

11/06/2019WRQQ02300700. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in County 
Louth seeking an intensive home care package. [24228/19]

11/06/2019WRQQ02400701. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the date of approval of the last 
intensive home care package in County Louth. [24229/19]

11/06/2019WRQQ02500702. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if it is HSE policy that staff pre-
senting to patient groups on the subject of HSE home care also inform group members regard-
ing intensive home care packages and the way in which to access them. [24230/19]

11/06/2019WRQQ02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 695 to 702, inclusive, together.

As these are a service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly 
to the Deputy as soon as possible.

11/06/2019WRQQ03400Home Care Packages Provision

11/06/2019WRQQ03500703. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health his views on concerns relating 
to home care provision by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24233/19]

11/06/2019WRQQ03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

11/06/2019WRRR00200Cancer Screening Programmes

11/06/2019WRRR00300704. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
who has developed cervical cancer after she was given a false negative result by CervicalCheck 
can be given the supports and facilities provided to the patients in the official 221 Plus group 
despite the fact that her diagnosis was not as a result of the audit undertaken by CervicalCheck 
but arose instead after her referral to a gynaecologist. [24240/19]

11/06/2019WRRR00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In May 2018, Government decided to pro-
vide a package of primary and social care supports for 221 women affected by the Cervical-
Check issues and their families. This package of measures will also be provided to any woman 
identified through the ongoing Independent Clinical Expert Review as having discordant smear 
results on review. 

The Independent Clinical Expert Review is being carried out by the Royal College of Obste-
tricians and Gynaecologists (RCOG) with expertise also sourced through the British Society for 
Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology. The review is examining the screening history of women 
who have consented to be included. Where the expert panel opinion of cytology results differs 
to the original results provided by CervicalCheck, the panel will endeavour to determine, wher-
ever possible, any failures to prevent cancer or to intervene at an earlier stage and will prepare 
individual reports for those affected, setting out the facts and their expert and independent as-
sessment of those facts.  The review will also produce an aggregated report. 

All available slides (1,739) have now transferred to the review laboratories, the review is 
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ongoing and  results of the review are not yet available. 

It is important to clarify that no woman was diagnosed with cervical cancer as a result of 
the CervicalCheck audit. The audit was carried out by CervicalCheck once it was notified of a 
woman’s diagnosis of cancer. 

11/06/2019WRRR00500Hospital Waiting Lists Data

11/06/2019WRRR00600705. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the length of the waiting lists 
and times for women nationally waiting for a gynaecology appointment, assessment or treat-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24241/19]

11/06/2019WRRR00700711. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the waiting list times for 
women nationally for a gynaecology appointment, assessment or treatment; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24262/19]

11/06/2019WRRR00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 705 and 
711 together.

Reducing waiting time for patients for hospital operations and procedures is a key priority 
for Government. Budget 2019 announced that the Government has further increased investment 
in tackling waiting lists, with funding to the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) increas-
ing from €55 million in 2018 to €75 million in 2019. 

The joint Department of Health/HSE/NTPF Scheduled Care Access Plan 2019 was pub-
lished in March and sets out measures to improve care for patients waiting for scheduled care in 
2019 by reducing waiting times for inpatient/day case treatment and outpatient appointments. 
The plan will place a strong focus on a number of high-volume procedures. When combined 
with HSE activity, it is projected that the NTPF will be in a position to offer treatment to all clin-
ically suitable patients waiting more than 6 months for one of these high-volume procedures.

A key element of the Plan is the stabilisation of the Outpatient Waiting List. Under the Plan 
the HSE, in line with the National Service Plan, will aim to deliver 3.3 million outpatient ap-
pointments, of which approximately 1 million will be first appointments. Under the plan the 
NTPF will use €6 million to deliver 40,000 first Outpatient appointments.

The plan includes a target that the number of patients waiting for a first Outpatient appoint-
ment will fall from over 516,000 at the end of 2018 to under 509,000 by the end of 2019. This 
target takes into account the more than 800,000 new patients who will be added to the Outpa-
tient waiting list in 2019; a figure that is based on trends for the previous two years. 

While the meeting of short-term targets is always welcome, more can be achieved and, in 
this regard, the HSE, Department of Health and NTPF, under the Access Plan, will work to-
gether with the objective of developing medium-long term improvement initiatives for patient 
access to hospital procedures. This will include moving care to more appropriate settings and 
providing care at the lowest level of complexity such as providing ophthalmology in the com-
munity; maximising the use of Advanced Nurse Practitioner led clinics; and physiotherapists to 
manage orthopaedic clinics.

The data requested by the Deputy is outlined in the appended table. It should be noted, as 
advised by the NTPF, that the Dublin Maternity Hospitals (Holles Street, the Coombe, and the 
Rotunda) do not submit full waiting list data to the NTPF. The Coombe and the Rotunda only 
submit Outpatient data, while Holles Street does not submit any data.



11 June 2019

291

National Gynaecology IPDC Waiting List

 0-3 Mths  3-6 Mths  6-9 Mths  9-12 Mths 12-15 Mths 15-18 Mths
1866 1110 783 470 222 119
National Gynaecology IPDC Waiting List (cntd.)

18-24 Mths 24-36 Mths 36-48 Mths 48+ Mths Grand Total
171 71 8 4 4824
National Gynaecology Outpatient Waiting List

 0-3Months  3-6Months  6-9Months  9-12Months 12-15Months 15-18Months
11861 5258 4330 3003 1725 914
National Gynaecology Outpatient Waiting List (cntd.)

18-21Months 21-24Months 24-36Months 36-48Months 48+Months Grand Total
665 510 930 174 7 29377
Questions Nos. 706 and 707 answered with Question No. 395.

11/06/2019WRRR01100Primary Care Centres Provision

11/06/2019WRRR01200708. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the status of the building of 
a primary care centre in Greystones, County Wicklow; if the initial contractor is still in place; 
if not, if a new contractor is now in place; if not, the status of same; the timeline for completion 
of the centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24251/19]

11/06/2019WRRR01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRRR01400Primary Care Centres Provision

11/06/2019WRRR01500709. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the status of the building of a 
primary care centre in Arklow, County Wicklow; if the initial contractor is still in place; if not, 
if a new contractor is now in place; if not, the status of same; the timeline for completion of the 
centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24252/19]

11/06/2019WRRR01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRRR01700Hospital Appointments Status

11/06/2019WRRR01800710. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health the status of a procedure for a 
person (details supplied). [24255/19]

11/06/2019WRRR01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
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Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

Question No. 711 answered with Question No. 705.

11/06/2019WRRR02100Home Help Service Data

11/06/2019WRRR02200712. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to deliver 
the full complement of home help and support hours committed to in budget 2019; the number 
of hours allocated to and drawn down by each CHO in 2018; the number of hours allocated to 
each CHO for 2019; the reduction based on the new agreement on travel time in each CHO; the 
allocation and drawdown of hours to date in 2019 for each CHO; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24272/19]

11/06/2019WRRR02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

11/06/2019WRRR02400Hospitals Funding

11/06/2019WRRR02500713. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if sufficient funding will be 
made available to a community hospital (details supplied) to ensure it is in compliance with 
HIQA requirements. [24312/19]

11/06/2019WRRR02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Nursing Homes 
Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as Fair Deal, is a system of financial support 
for people who require long-term residential care. Participants contribute to the cost of their 
care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost. The Scheme aims 
to ensure that long-term nursing home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that 
people are cared for in the most appropriate settings. 

The legislation underpinning the NHSS requires each private or voluntary nursing home to 
negotiate and agree a price for long-term residential care services with the National Treatment 
Purchase Fund (NTPF) should they wish to be an approved nursing home for the purposes of 
the Scheme. The NTPF negotiates with proprietors of registered nursing homes to reach agree-
ment in relation to the maximum price that will be charged by each nursing home for the provi-
sion of long-term residential care services to residents participating in the NHSS. The process 
of setting prices with individual private and voluntary nursing homes is commonly referred to 
as the NTPF pricing mechanism. 

Cobh Community Hospital is not funded directly by the HSE as they receive their agreed 
NTPF rate through this pricing mechanism, under NHSS. The NTPF has statutory independence 
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in the performance of its function and negotiates with each nursing home on an individual basis. 
The Department of Health has no role in these negotiations. 

11/06/2019WRRR02700Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

11/06/2019WRRR02800714. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the average wait times for 
orthodontists in the south east in each of the years 2014 to 2018 and to date in 2019, by county 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24313/19]

11/06/2019WRRR02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRRR03000Hospital Facilities

11/06/2019WRRR03100715. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to ensure 
that the required funding is provided to enable the construction of an appropriate building to 
accommodate an MRI scanner for the Midland Regional Hospital, Mullingar (details supplied); 
the staff to be provided for the unit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24315/19]

11/06/2019WRRR03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department is continuing to work with 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the Health Service Executive in a pro-
cess to finalise as soon as possible a multi-annual Capital Plan for the HSE, which will include 
capital projects to be funded in 2019 and beyond, having regard to the available capital funding 
and the number of large national capital projects currently underway. The availability of fund-
ing determines the timeframe for the delivery of capital projects such as the proposed MRI ac-
commodation at Midland Regional Hospital, Mullingar.

As the Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery of public healthcare services 
and infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to you in relation to staff-
ing.

11/06/2019WRRR03300Services for People with Disabilities

11/06/2019WRRR03400716. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the assurance that will be pro-
vided to a person (details supplied) attending RehabCare in County Cavan; the assistance that 
will be put in place to protect persons attending the centre each week; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24338/19]

11/06/2019WRRR03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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11/06/2019WRRR03600Services for People with Disabilities

11/06/2019WRRR03700717. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the assurance that will be pro-
vided to a person (details supplied) attending RehabCare in County Cavan; the assistance that 
will be put in place to protect persons attending the centre each week; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24339/19]

11/06/2019WRRR03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRRR03900Services for People with Disabilities

11/06/2019WRRR04000718. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the assurances that will be pro-
vided to a person (details supplied) attending RehabCare in County Cavan; the assistance that 
will be put in place to protect persons attending the centre each week; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24340/19]

11/06/2019WRRR04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRRR04200Retail Sector

11/06/2019WRRR04300719. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to appoint an independent retail regulator further to the EU legislation on unfair trading 
practices; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23767/19]

11/06/2019WRRR04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Directive 
(EU) 2019/633 on Unfair Trading Practices in Business-to-Business Relationships in the Agri-
cultural and Food Supply Chain (UTP Directive), was agreed on 13 March 2019. Transposition 
of the Directive is required within 24 months from publication on 17 March 2019.

The Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (DBEI) has responsibility for the 
current national legislation - the Consumer Protection Act 2007 (Grocery Goods Undertakings) 
Regulations 2016 - under which UTPs are addressed. The Competition and Consumer Protec-
tion Commission (CCPC) is the independent statutory body responsible for the enforcement of 
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competition and consumer protection law. It is responsible for monitoring compliance with the 
Grocery Goods Regulations, investigating complaints and, where appropriate, taking enforce-
ment action.

The UTP Directive does not provide for a “retail regulator” as mentioned by the Deputy, but 
rather provides, in Article 4, that “Each Member State shall designate one or more authorities 
to enforce the prohibitions laid down in Article 3 at national level”. 

My Department and the Department of Business Enterprise and Innovation, in consultation 
with the EU Commission, will continue to work together to explore the policy, resource and 
operational implications of transposing and enforcing the Directive. 

11/06/2019WRSS00200Foreshore Licence Appeals

11/06/2019WRSS00300720. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
process of appeal when there is a dispute with regard to foreshore licence applications; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [23178/19]

11/06/2019WRSS00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has responsibility for foreshore licensing functions in respect of designated fishery harbour 
centres, activities wholly or primarily for the use, development or support of aquaculture, and 
activities which are wholly or primarily for the use, development, or support of wild fisheries. 

Applications for aquaculture licences are considered in accordance with the provisions of 
the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act, the 1933 Foreshore Act and applicable EU legislation. 
The licensing process involves consultation with a wide range of scientific and technical advis-
ers as well as various Statutory Consultees. The legislation also provides for a period of public 
consultation.

In the case of Aquaculture licensing, a foreshore licence is issued as a companion licence 
to an Aquaculture licence. Legislation governing aquaculture licensing provides for an appeals 
mechanism. Appeals against licence decisions are a matter for the Aquaculture Licences Ap-
peals Board (ALAB) which is an independent statutory body.

The Foreshore Act sets out how reviews of decisions regarding foreshore licence applica-
tions which are unrelated to aquaculture may be pursued, i.e. a person may question the valid-
ity of the Foreshore Licence determination by way of an application for judicial review, under 
Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986). This review mechanism is 
also specified in Public Notices published by my Department regarding decisions on relevant 
foreshore licence applications.

Responsibility for all other foreshore licensing functions rests with the Minister for Hous-
ing, Planning and Local Government. 

11/06/2019WRSS00500Laboratory Facilities

11/06/2019WRSS00600721. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding the relocation of laboratories under the aegis of his Department; and the 
timeframe for completion of the relocation. [23210/19]

11/06/2019WRSS00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment commissioned a cost-benefit analysis (CBA) of options that were proposed by a Working 
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Group in 2016 for the future development of the Regional Veterinary Laboratories (RVLs).  The 
team conducting the CBA included internationally-recognised, independent experts in econom-
ic analysis and animal disease surveillance. My Department has been presented with the CBA 
report and senior officials are currently considering the recommendations. Due consideration 
is also being given to feedback we received following consultation on two separate occasions 
with our stakeholders - following publication of the 2016 Working Group report and during the 
CBA process.  

A proposal on how best to redevelop the RVLs over the next few years will be informed by 
both of those consultative processes and by the findings of the CBA. The focus of my Depart-
ment is now on securing and improving the service to the sector at best value to the tax payer 
and on securing the necessary capital funding for investment.

11/06/2019WRSS00800Departmental Properties

11/06/2019WRSS00900722. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number, location and value of lands acquired by his Department by way of CPO in the past 
three years to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23243/19]

11/06/2019WRSS01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has not acquired any land by way of CPO in the past three years.

11/06/2019WRSS01100Harbours and Piers Funding

11/06/2019WRSS01200723. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if his attention has been drawn to an application by Waterford City and County Council for 
funding under the harbour and coastal infrastructural programme to undertake work at Helvic 
Harbour; the reason the application has been unsuccessful to date; if his attention has been 
drawn to the economic importance of the harbour; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [23313/19]

11/06/2019WRSS01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment owns, operates and maintains six designated State-owned Fishery Harbour Centres, locat-
ed at Castletownbere, Dingle, Dunmore East, Howth, Killybegs and Ros An Mhíl under statute. 
In addition, my Department also has responsibility for the upkeep and maintenance of North 
Harbour at Cape Clear, as well as the maintenance of a small number of specific piers, lights and 
beacons throughout Ireland, in accordance with the 1902 ex-congested Districts Board piers, 
lights and Beacons Act. 

The responsibility for the development and maintenance of Local Authority owned piers, 
harbours and slipways rests with each Local Authority in the first instance and their parent De-
partment, the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government thereafter. 

However, as part of its annual Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Development 
Programme, my Department has provided limited funding to assist coastal Local Authorities in 
carrying out small scale projects for the development and repair of piers, harbours and slipways 
in their ownership. Between 2011 - 2018, €2.6 million in funding has been granted under the 
programme to Waterford County Council.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that I have approved funding of €2.2m for the Local Au-
thority element of my Departments 2019 Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Develop-
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ment Programme. Waterford County Council has secured €225,000 of funding for two projects 
under this year’s programme.  

One of the approved projects is for repairs to be carried out on Helvick Pier. This project 
has received the maximum available funding for an individual project under the programme, 
this being €112,500.  The priority attached to project applications by the relevant Local Author-
ity was taken into consideration when the final suite of approved projects was prepared by my 
Department.

Should any application be submitted by Waterford County Council in relation to Helvick 
Harbour under any future programme, it will be given due consideration, taking into account 
the terms and conditions of the scheme, the priority attached by the Council and available funds.

11/06/2019WRSS01400Harbours and Piers Development

11/06/2019WRSS01500724. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the status of the improvement works and pier extension at Killybegs fishery harbour 
centre; when works will commence; the stage the tender processes are at in the entire project; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23330/19]

11/06/2019WRSS01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment owns, operates and maintains six designated State-owned Fishery Harbour Centres, locat-
ed at Castletownbere, Dingle, Dunmore East, Howth, Killybegs and Ros An Mhíl under statute. 
In addition, my Department also has responsibility for the upkeep and maintenance of North 
Harbour at Cape Clear, as well as the maintenance of a small number of specific piers, lights and 
beacons throughout Ireland, in accordance with the 1902 ex-congested Districts Board piers, 
lights and Beacons Act.

Killybegs Harbour has been attracting increasing levels of fishing, commercial cargo and 
cruise liner activity and the need for additional berthage has been recognised. Between 2010 
- 2018, as part of my Department’s Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Development 
Programme, in excess of €20 million has been invested in maintenance, development and up-
grading works at Killybegs Fishery Harbour Centre. 

The Smooth Point project, when complete, will provide a much needed additional 120 me-
tres quay space.  As some of the material to be dredged was contaminated, the project was di-
vided into two phases. Work on phase 1 of the project, which entailed the dredging and removal 
of the contaminated material, commenced in 2017 and was completed in 2018. The total cost of 
this phase including preparation, permitting and design costs stands at €6.5m. 

I have announced the details of a €35.7m Fishery Harbour and Coastal Development Capital 
Programme for 2019. Killybegs has been allocated in excess of €5m this year of which €4m 
is earmarked for phase 2 of the Smooth Point project. Phase 2 involves the dredging of the re-
maining uncontaminated material and construction of the 120 metres of berthing space.

The tenders for the construction of the project were received by my Department’s Engineers 
on the 20th of May and are currently undergoing assessment. Following completion of the ten-
der assessment process, it is hoped to award a contract to the successful tenderer in July, with 
mobilisation on site to begin in August or early September subject to the successful contractor’s 
availability. It is anticipated that this phase of the project will have a duration of twelve months.  
However, the final costs and timeline will only be determined following the competitive tender-
ing process.
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11/06/2019WRSS01700Statutory Instruments

11/06/2019WRSS01800725. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine if a commitment will be given to the representative bodies of the entire seafood sector 
in addition to the spokespersons for marine of the various parties within Dáil Éireann that he 
will consult them before he takes his next step in drafting an alternative to Statutory Instrument 
No. 89 of 2018, which Dáil Éireann rescinded, relating to serious fishing infringements in May 
2018; his planned strategy for dealing with the issue; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23331/19]

11/06/2019WRSS01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the Deputy 
is aware, on 20th March 2018, I signed into force the European Union (Common Fisheries 
Policy) (Point System) Regulations 2018, S.I. No. 89 of 2018 which fully met the requirement 
of the relevant EU regulation insofar as the licence holders were concerned.  However, the S.I. 
was annulled by Dail Eireann on 29 May 2018.

Given this annulment of the Statutory Instrument that met the EU requirements and the in-
fringement proceedings taken against Ireland by the EU Commission, I requested legal advice 
from the Attorney General on the matter.  This advice has been received and I am, at present, 
considering, with my legal advisors, the next steps.

As the Deputy is aware, the 2009 EU Fisheries Control Regulation 1224//2009  and EU 
Commission Implementing Regulation 404/2011 introduced points systems for serious in-
fringements of the rules of the Common Fisheries Policy committed by the licence holder of a 
fishing vessel and also separately the master. These are intended to complement sanctions and 
promote compliance and were required to be in place on 1st of January 2012.    Both of these EU 
regulations went through the ordinary legislative procedures at EU level which would have in-
cluded widespread consultation with interested parties including the Member States, Advisory 
Councils, NGOs and the fishing Industry.  The matter has also been discussed at industry liaison 
meetings over the years.  The EU regulations are highly prescriptive in relation to licence hold-
ers, leaving little room for further negotiation.    

I can assure the Deputy that I am fully committed to delivering on Ireland’s legal obligations 
in this regard at the earliest possible date.  

11/06/2019WRSS02000Single Payment Scheme Appeals

11/06/2019WRSS02100726. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
decision to disallow an SPS application by a person (details supplied) from 2014 on the grounds 
of land not recently farmed, as the same plot of land in question has always being farmed and 
continues to be allowed for BPS application in each subsequent year to date, will be reviewed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23346/19]

11/06/2019WRSS02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A 2014 Single 
Farm Payment/Disadvantaged Areas’ scheme application in respect of the herd number pro-
vided was submitted on 14 May 2014. EU Regulations governing the administration of these 
schemes require that full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases on 
farm inspections be completed to confirm eligibility under the schemes.   

The application was selected for a ground eligibility inspection. The inspection identified 
discrepancies between the areas declared and the area found resulting in an over-declaration in 
area of greater than 20%. Under the Terms and Conditions of these schemes, this resulted in no 
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payment in respect of the 2014 scheme year. The applicant was notified of this decision on 17th 
December 2014.    

The applicant requested a review of this decision, and the outcome was to up-hold the in-
spection findings.  A letter detailing this decision issued to the applicant on 24th July 2015.    

The applicant was also advised that the decision could be appealed to the independent Agri-
culture Appeals Office, within 3 months. No appeal was received in that office.   

The review process within my Department has been exhausted. However, the Director of the 
Agriculture Appeals Office may accept an appeal after the 3 months deadline if it is considered 
that there are exceptional circumstances. The applicant should contact that office in this regard. 

11/06/2019WRSS02300GLAS Applications

11/06/2019WRSS02400727. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23389/19]

11/06/2019WRSS02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received payments in respect of 2015, 2016 and 2017.

An issue arose in relation to a validation check which has delayed the processing of this 
2018 Advance payment. Department officials are actively working to resolve this issue.  

Once this application clears the pre-payment validations, the outstanding 2018 payments 
will be processed.

11/06/2019WRSS02600GLAS Payments

11/06/2019WRSS02700728. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of a payment for a person (details supplied); if same will be expedited; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23397/19]

11/06/2019WRSS02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Processing of 
the payment for this GLAS 3 application commenced immediately following the receipt of the 
appeal decision from the Agriculture Appeals Office.

To give effect to this decision, the GLAS contract requires amendment as a Low Input Per-
manent Pasture (LIPP) action was declared by the applicant on the GLAS application as Tra-
ditional Hay Meadow. Department officials are working to complete the required amendment.

Once this issue is resolved and the application clears pre-payment validations, the GLAS 
payments will be processed. GLAS payments continue to issue weekly. 

11/06/2019WRSS02900Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Appeals

11/06/2019WRSS03000729. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a decision will be made on the 2019 ANC appeal submitted by a person (details supplied) 
in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23459/19]
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11/06/2019WRSS03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Further to 
the completion of the review of eligible lands under the Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) 
scheme, which was required by EU regulation, my Department wrote to all impacted farmers 
advising of the status of their lands under the 2019 ANC scheme. These letters included a form 
to instigate an appeal. The appeals form was also available on www.agriculture.gov.ie.  I have 
put an independently chaired Appeals Committee in place for any farmer who wishes to appeal 
the status of a particular townland under the 2019 ANC scheme. 

My Department  received a notification of appeal from the person named in relation to the 
relevant townland. On foot of this notification, my Department provided further information in 
relation to the data underpinning the status of the townland of Lackaneen (D35125) to the per-
son named by letter of 8 May 2019 so that he can base any appeal to the independent Appeals 
Committee on full information. 

The deadline for submission of any such appeal to the Appeals Committee was 4 weeks 
from the date of issue of said letter. However, if the person named submits a full appeal without 
delay it will be forwarded to the Appeals Committee. 

11/06/2019WRSS03200Agriculture Scheme Applications

11/06/2019WRSS03300730. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an application by a person (details supplied) to the reconstitution scheme (wind-
blow); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23460/19]

11/06/2019WRSS03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion for the Reconstitution Scheme (Windblow) on behalf of the person named was submitted 
by their registered forester in February 2017.  Approval issued that August, with works to be 
completed by 31st December 2017.  The approval letter was sent to both the applicant and their 
registered forester.

The applicant has made no further contact with my Department, neither to advise that works 
had been completed, nor to seek payment.

11/06/2019WRSS03500TAMS Data

11/06/2019WRSS03600731. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of grant aid funding requested from TAMS II applicants that submitted their applica-
tions prior to 5 April 2019. [23481/19]

11/06/2019WRSS03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): TAMS II is a 
demand-led scheme under which payments valued at €135m have issued to date to over 9,180 
farmers.

Approximately 10,000 farmers currently have an approval, where a payment claim has not 
yet been submitted.  This represents a potential outstanding liability of €128m. These figures do 
not include the Tranche which closed on 5 April 2019 as these approvals  have not yet issued.  
A further announcement on the implementation of this Tranche will be made in due course.

The grant rate applicable for TAMS is 40%, with an additional 20% on top of that for young 
trained farmers.  The current tranche is open to new applications.
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11/06/2019WRSS03800TAMS Applications

11/06/2019WRSS03900732. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when applicants under the TAMS II category, which closed on 5 April 2019, will be given initial 
approval in order that relevant works can commence. [23492/19]

11/06/2019WRSS04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): All applica-
tions received in any given tranche of TAMS II are subject to an initial administrative check. 
All of the applications received that pass this initial check, are then subject to the computerised 
Ranking and Selection process as set out in the terms and conditions pertaining to each of the 
seven measures available under the scheme.

The administrative checking of these applications is currently proceeding and it is expected 
that the Ranking and Selection process will commence this week with approvals to those se-
lected through this process commencing shortly. 

11/06/2019WRSS04100Brexit Supports

11/06/2019WRSS04200733. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
other avenues of supporting beef farmers will be examined through the upcoming €50 million 
to €100 million aid by channelling some of the funding towards smaller suckler farmers that 
could benefit greatly from subsidies towards AI fees; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23517/19]

11/06/2019WRSS04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I have had 
ongoing discussions with Commissioner Hogan regarding the potential impact of a disorderly 
Brexit. I have stressed the need for the Commission to be ready to deploy a range of measures 
to mitigate the potential impacts on the agri-food and fisheries sector. Avoiding a no-deal Brexit 
continues to be the Government’s overriding policy priority.

I am also keenly aware that the past few months have been very difficult for beef farmers in 
particular, following a difficult year for farm incomes in 2018 due to weather conditions. There 
has been a prolonged and exceptional period of depressed prices since last autumn, with the 
ongoing uncertainty surrounding the outcome of Brexit, among other factors, contributing to 
this market disturbance.

The recent announcement by Commissioner Hogan of EU exceptional aid for the Irish beef 
sector is very welcome in this context.  I have been making the case for some time for an ex-
ceptional aid package from the EU Commission for Irish beef farmers, at EU Council of Agri-
culture Minister meetings, and in direct consultation with the Commission. The announcement 
by the Commissioner is another example of the importance of EU solidarity when it comes to 
facing significant economic challenges.

This exceptional aid provision will be given effect through a Commission Implementing 
Regulation. While Member States will be invited to give an opinion on the draft Regulation 
through the Commission’s Common Market Organisation Management Committee, the draft 
Regulation is within the Commission’s own legal competence, and is not for negotiation with 
Ireland or indeed other Member States, in terms of its content.

Further details on the aid package will be announced in due course following the appropri-
ate stakeholder consultation.
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11/06/2019WRSS04400TAMS Applications

11/06/2019WRSS04500734. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of a TAMS application by a person (details supplied). [23531/19]

11/06/2019WRSS04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted an application for grant-aid under the Animal Welfare, Nutrient and Storage 
Scheme of TAMS II in the last tranche which closed on 5 April 2019.  The application has been 
checked and a query arose which was issued to the applicant on 28 May 2019. When a reply is 
received, the application will be examined further.

11/06/2019WRSS04700Agriculture Scheme Penalties

11/06/2019WRSS04800735. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if payment of a fine can be made in instalments in the case of a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [23590/19]

11/06/2019WRSS04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment is obliged to recoup all outstanding debts as early as possible. 

In special circumstances, my Department is prepared to accommodate clients by entering 
into an agreed instalment repayment plan. In this regard, the person named should contact the 
Department’s Debt Recovery Unit in Cavan on 049 4368207 or 049 4368278 in order to discuss 
setting up a suitable repayment plan for the debt in question.

11/06/2019WRTT00200Brexit Supports

11/06/2019WRTT00300736. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
farmer (details supplied) will be able to avail of funding through the €100 million pledged in 
additional support for beef farmers; the way in which the funds will be distributed; the applica-
tion process for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23593/19]

11/06/2019WRTT00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I have had 
ongoing discussions with Commissioner Hogan regarding the potential impact of a disorderly 
Brexit. I have stressed the need for the Commission to be ready to deploy a range of measures 
to mitigate the potential impacts on the agrifood and fisheries sector. Avoiding a no-deal Brexit 
continues to be the Government’s overriding policy priority.

I am also keenly aware that the past few months have been very difficult for beef farmers in 
particular, following a difficult year for farm incomes in 2018 due to weather conditions. There 
has been a prolonged and exceptional period of depressed prices since last autumn, with the 
ongoing uncertainty surrounding the outcome of Brexit, among other factors, contributing to 
this market disturbance.

The recent announcement by Commissioner Hogan of EU exceptional aid for the Irish beef 
sector is very welcome in this context.  I have been making the case for some time for an ex-
ceptional aid package from the EU Commission for Irish beef farmers, at EU Council of Agri-
culture Minister meetings, and in direct consultation with the Commission. The announcement 
by the Commissioner is another example of the importance of EU solidarity when it comes to 
facing significant economic challenges.
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This exceptional aid provision will be given effect through a Commission Implementing 
Regulation. While Member States will be invited to give an opinion on the draft Regulation 
through the Commission’s Common Market Organisation Management Committee, the draft 
Regulation is within the Commission’s own legal competence, and is not for negotiation with 
Ireland or indeed other Member States, in terms of its content.

Further details on the aid package will be announced in due course following the appropri-
ate stakeholder consultation.

11/06/2019WRTT00500Felling Licences Applications

11/06/2019WRTT00600737. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when the 
licence associated with an application will issue (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23677/19]

11/06/2019WRTT00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A tree fell-
ing licence was received from the person named.  When inspected, it was discovered that the 
application was for a six metre hedgerow and that a tree felling licence was not required.  The 
applicant has been informed of this by letter.  My Department has also advised the applicant 
that contact must be made with the National Parks and Wildlife Service before removing the 
hedgerow to ensure they are in compliance with the Wildlife Acts.

11/06/2019WRTT00800Agri-Environment Options Scheme Applications

11/06/2019WRTT00900738. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the status of an AEOS appeal by a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [23688/19]

11/06/2019WRTT01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was rejected from the AEOS III scheme following the results of an inspection. A review 
of the inspection findings has been requested. This request is currently being examined and the 
Department will shortly notify the applicant directly, in writing, of the outcome of the review. 

11/06/2019WRTT01100EU Directives

11/06/2019WRTT01200739. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he has taken to comply with three conditions laid down by the European Commission 
for further use of glyphosate (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23696/19]

11/06/2019WRTT01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment removed glyphosate products containing the co-formulant POE tallowamine from the 
Irish market in 2016.  In addition, glyphosate products remaining on the market are not permit-
ted to be used pre-harvest for desiccation/harvest management purposes in cereals. However, 
some products are allowed for use on crops close to harvest for the control of problematic 
weeds. It should be noted that the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) review of glypho-
sate included an assessment of potential dietary exposure that could result from pre-harvest use 
and concluded that this use does not pose a risk to human health. 

With regard to glyphosate use in public spaces, there is a requirement through the Sustain-
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able Use of Pesticides Directive (Directive 2009/128/EC) to minimise the use of pesticides 
in such areas.  This applies to all pesticides, not just those containing glyphosate.  Preference 
should be given to non-chemical weed control methods and, where this is not practical or eco-
nomically feasible, it is only permissible to use products not classified as being hazardous to the 
environment. My Department has produced specific guidance for both public and private users 
alike to support sustainable use of pesticides in the amenity sector.

Regarding the use of plant protection products containing glyphosate in Ireland, my Depart-
ment continues to monitor international peer-reviewed scientific evidence and to follow EFSA 
and European Chemicals Agency conclusions and guidance.

11/06/2019WRTT01400Greyhound Industry

11/06/2019WRTT01500740. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a copy 
of a document which was prepared by a company (details supplied) was sent to his Department; 
if his officials received it; if his officials read it; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23730/19]

11/06/2019WRTT01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 chiefly to 
control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.  Bord na gCon 
is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine.  

 My Department received the report referred to on 24th May 2019, subsequent to a request 
from the Comptroller and Auditor General for details of any external reports or reviews under-
taken by State Bodies for the year 2018.

The commissioning of the report was an operational matter for Bord na gCon and it regards 
its content as commercially sensitive.  My Department is examining the report at present. 

11/06/2019WRTT01700Veterinary Inspection Service

11/06/2019WRTT01800741. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
rationale for the changes to the veterinary inspection scheme at meat factories; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23832/19]

11/06/2019WRTT01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In January of 
this year, my Department reached agreement with Veterinary Ireland in relation to the provision 
of new arrangements for the delivery of the meat inspection service, taking account of improve-
ments required for effective service delivery.

The agreement was balloted upon and accepted by members of Veterinary Ireland, effective 
from 1 February 2019.

This agreement will ensure the meat inspection service will continue to be delivered in a 
way that protects consumers and promotes confidence in the safety of meat and meat products 
produced and marketed in Ireland. 

11/06/2019WRTT02000Aquaculture Licence Applications
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11/06/2019WRTT02100742. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
decisions will be made on an aquaculture licence application by a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [24008/19]

11/06/2019WRTT02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment considers applications for aquaculture licences in accordance with the provisions of the 
1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act, the 1933 Foreshore Act and applicable EU legislation. The 
licensing process involves consultation with a wide range of scientific and technical advisers 
as well as various Statutory Consultees. The legislation also provides for a period of public 
consultation.

In addition, the legislation governing aquaculture licensing provides for an appeals mech-
anism. Appeals against licence decisions are a matter for the Aquaculture Licences Appeals 
Board (ALAB) which is an independent statutory body. Full details of the appeals process can 
be obtained at: http://www.alab.ie/appealsprocess/

In accordance with the applicable legislation, the Statutory and Public Consultation phase 
in respect of the applications referred to by the Deputy is now concluded. Every effort is being 
made to expedite determinations in respect of these applications having regard to the complexi-
ties involved. As these licence applications are under active consideration as part of a statutory 
process, it would not be appropriate to comment further on the matter at this time.

11/06/2019WRTT02300Brexit Supports

11/06/2019WRTT02400743. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when details of the scheme to assist the beef sector will be announced; if the total funding will 
be €100 million; when farmers are likely to receive this financial aid; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24090/19]

11/06/2019WRTT02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I have had 
ongoing discussions with Commissioner Hogan regarding the potential impact of a disorderly 
Brexit. I have stressed the need for the Commission to be ready to deploy a range of measures 
to mitigate the potential impacts on the agrifood and fisheries sector. Avoiding a no-deal Brexit 
continues to be the Government’s overriding policy priority.

I am also keenly aware that the past few months have been very difficult for beef farmers in 
particular, following a difficult year for farm incomes in 2018 due to weather conditions. There 
has been a prolonged and exceptional period of depressed prices since last autumn, with the 
ongoing uncertainty surrounding the outcome of Brexit, among other factors, contributing to 
this market disturbance.

The recent announcement by Commissioner Hogan of EU exceptional aid for the Irish beef 
sector is very welcome in this context.  I have been making the case for some time for an ex-
ceptional aid package from the EU Commission for Irish beef farmers, at EU Council of Agri-
culture Minister meetings, and in direct consultation with the Commission. The announcement 
by the Commissioner is another example of the importance of EU solidarity when it comes to 
facing significant economic challenges.

This exceptional aid provision will be given effect through a Commission Implementing 
Regulation. While Member States will be invited to give an opinion on the draft Regulation 
through the Commission’s Common Market Organisation Management Committee, the draft 
Regulation is within the Commission’s own legal competence, and is not for negotiation with 
Ireland or indeed other Member States, in terms of its content.
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Further details on the aid package will be announced in due course following the appropri-
ate stakeholder consultation.

11/06/2019WRTT02600Horse and Greyhound Fund

11/06/2019WRTT02700744. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on correspondence from a person (details supplied); and his further views on the 
issues raised regarding the levy in question. [24091/19]

11/06/2019WRTT02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Horse Racing 
Ireland (HRI) is a commercial state body established under the Horse and Greyhound Racing 
Act, 2001, and is responsible for the overall administration, promotion and development of the 
horse racing industry.

 The current Foal Levy scheme, which was introduced in 2000 on a statutory basis, applies 
to all thoroughbred foals registered in Ireland. The Foal Levy is currently calculated with refer-
ence to SI 735 of 2011, which is the governing legislation.  

I can confirm that correspondence from the person named, with regards to this levy, has 
been received by my Department.   As the issues raised in the correspondence are an operational 
matter for HRI, my officials have sought their views on the matter. 

A reply will issue to the named individual in due course.

11/06/2019WRTT02900Agriculture Scheme Appeals

11/06/2019WRTT03000745. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a director’s review of an agriculture appeals decision in respect of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry will be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24147/19]

11/06/2019WRTT03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The request for 
a review of the Appeals Officer’s decision in relation to the person named was received by the 
Agriculture Appeals Office. The review of the Appeals Officer’s decision is required to deter-
mine if the Appeals Officer made an error of fact or law in that decision. 

A number of requests for reviews were received prior to the request and carrying out com-
prehensive reviews of the cases concerned can take some time depending on the complexity of 
the issues. I am advised that every effort is being made to finalise the review of the case con-
cerned as soon as possible and that it is anticipated that a decision will issue shortly. 

11/06/2019WRTT03200Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Appeals

11/06/2019WRTT03300746. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address a matter regarding farm payments in the case of a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24148/19]

11/06/2019WRTT03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
current Rural Development Regulation (and subsequent amendments under the Omnibus Regu-
lation), Member States were required to change the approach to the designation of land under 
the Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme.  Previously, my Department had been identifying eli-
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gible areas using a range of socio-economic indicators such as family farm income, population 
density, percentage of working population engaged in agriculture and stocking density.  From 
2019, eligible areas must instead be designated using a defined list of bio-physical criteria such 
as slope, soil texture, soil rooting depth, soil moisture and drainage.  

 The outcome of the ANC redesignation project can be summarised as follows.  The vast 
majority of land, including the townland of Rathscannel (H14013), which was eligible un-
der the existing ANC Scheme has remained eligible under the new approach.  In addition, 
over 2,000 townlands will now be newly eligible under the new approach and will be eligible 
to receive a payment for the first time under the 2019 ANC scheme.  Some 700 townlands, 
including the townland of Ballyhenry (H14005), which would have previously been eligible 
are no longer eligible under the new designation.  Farmers impacted financially by this change, 
including the person named, will receive a degressive phasing out payment in 2019 and 2020.

Further to the completion of the redesignation process in December 2018, my Department 
wrote to all farmers holding ANC lands advising them of the status of these lands under the 
2019 ANC scheme and advised of their right to appeal this position.  Where a farmer notified 
my Department of their wish to make such an appeal, they have been provided with all relevant 
information in relation to the data underpinning the status of the specified townland in order that 
an appeal to the independently chaired Appeals Committee can be based on full information.  

My Department has received no such appeals notification from the person named in respect 
of the townland of Ballyhenry (H14005).  The closing date for receipt of such appeals notifica-
tions was 8 April 2019. 

11/06/2019WRTT03500Beef Industry

11/06/2019WRTT03600747. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the beef grading technology trial has included a new carcase grading equation; the reason this 
was included; the basis for this equation; the research to support this equation; when it was 
published; when the grading report will be published; if both sides of the carcase were analysed 
as part of the trial; the tolerance levels expected and accuracy levels of the new technology; if 
the new grading machines will be introduced in isolation to the new grading equation; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24271/19]

11/06/2019WRTT03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment supervised the recent modification trial of the mechanical beef carcase classification sys-
tem to establish compliance with EU legislation in terms of new technology. 

Following calibration of the modified classification machine using 2,400 carcasses in 2018, 
the new technology was validated on an additional 2,100 carcasses by comparison with the 
grades of three Department classification officers.  The calibration process explored the opti-
mum equations to maximise the accuracy of the machine.  The equations used are equations 
that were authorised in authorisation trials carried out and supervised by the EU Commission. 

 A classification expert from the Netherlands independently monitored the two year trial and 
produced a detailed report which is currently being reviewed and will be published in the near 
future on the Department’s website. The Report will include accuracy levels relevant to the new 
technology.   

The modification procedure was fully in line with EU guidelines and was undertaken to 
establish if the enhanced technology complies with the legislation in respect of accuracy and 
legal tolerances. 
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The introduction and roll-out of any classification machine is a commercial decision for 
industry.  The function of my Department is to ensure that any such machine complies with the 
relevant regulatory requirements. 

11/06/2019WRTT03800Basic Payment Scheme Eligibility

11/06/2019WRTT03900748. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address a matter regarding entitlements in the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [24337/19]

11/06/2019WRTT04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named applied in 2014 to receive his mother’s entitlements by way of inheritance. My Depart-
ment requested the information required to process this file in 2014. Reminder letters issued on 
two separate occasions but no response was received and the application was rejected. 

The person named continues to be paid on his own entitlements but the change of scheme in 
2015 resulted in the total value being spread across the whole of the declared holding resulting 
in the reduction in unit value.

The person named contacted my Department in February and June of 2019 enquiring about 
this transfer and was advised that, without the information requested in 2014, it would not be 
possible to process his application. A copy of the original letter was sent to them. He was further 
advised that the documents should be sought from the solicitor administering the estate. When 
the required information is received, my Department will be in a position to reopen this file. 

It should be noted also that my Department is not in a position to accept waiver of entitle-
ments forms which have not been witnessed by a solicitor due to the legal nature of the docu-
ment.  The Department is anxious to assist the person named, but will require these legal docu-
ments to do so.

11/06/2019WRTT04100Brexit Supports

11/06/2019WRTT04200749. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he will take to release the submissions made to the European Commission seeking a €100 
million Brexit fund as an aid to beef farmers who have sustained significant losses in the past 
12 months; the way in which this figure was computed; the form used to calculate the number 
of farmers who suffered loss; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24349/19]

11/06/2019WRTT04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I have had 
ongoing discussions with Commissioner Hogan regarding the potential impact of a disorderly 
Brexit. I have stressed the need for the Commission to be ready to deploy a range of measures 
to mitigate the potential impacts on the agrifood and fisheries sector. Avoiding a no-deal Brexit 
continues to be the Government’s overriding policy priority.

I am also keenly aware that the past few months have been very difficult for beef farmers in 
particular, following a difficult year for farm incomes in 2018 due to weather conditions. There 
has been a prolonged and exceptional period of depressed prices since last autumn, with the 
ongoing uncertainty surrounding the outcome of Brexit, among other factors, contributing to 
this market disturbance.

The recent announcement by Commissioner Hogan of EU exceptional aid for the Irish beef 
sector is very welcome in this context.  I have been making the case for some time for an ex-
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ceptional aid package from the EU Commission for Irish beef farmers, at EU Council of Agri-
culture Minister meetings, and in direct consultation with the Commission. The announcement 
by the Commissioner is another example of the importance of EU solidarity when it comes to 
facing significant economic challenges.

This exceptional aid provision will be given effect through a Commission Implementing 
Regulation. While Member States will be invited to give an opinion on the draft Regulation 
through the Commission’s Common Market Organisation Management Committee, the draft 
Regulation is within the Commission’s own legal competence, and is not for negotiation with 
Ireland or indeed other Member States, in terms of its content.

Further details on the aid package will be announced in due course following the appropri-
ate stakeholder consultation.

11/06/2019WRTT04400Inland Fisheries Ireland

11/06/2019WRTT04500750. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the details of the Inland Fisheries Ireland-OPW instream enhancement pro-
gramme for 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24191/19]

11/06/2019WRTT04600Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment (Deputy Seán Canney): The Office of Public Works (OPW) is the statutory body 
responsible for Drainage Maintenance and Flood Risk Management in the State while Inland 
Fisheries Ireland (IFI) is the statutory body responsible for the protection and conservation of 
the inland fisheries resource.

IFI and OPW signed a shared service agreement in July 2018 which will see continued col-
laboration over the five year period 2018-2022 in the protection of fishery requirements while 
flood risk management investment activities are being undertaken by OPW. The agreement 
involves both parties working closely together to help ensure the country’s statutory drainage 
objectives are achieved with an appropriate focus on the protection of fishery habitats and re-
sources.

The agreement has been secured at a time when Government investment in flood risk man-
agement operations is significant and follows the recent publication of the Government’s Flood 
Risk Management Plans. This new partnership formalises the historical working relationship 
between the two organisations and commits them to continuing their positive engagement for 
the benefit of Ireland’s fishery habitats and resources.

Under the agreement, both parties will work across the Environmental River Enhancement 
Programme (EREP) and will focus on:

- A series of scientific investigations to further understand environmental impacts of river 
maintenance works.

- Development of best practice to minimise environmental impacts and maximise environ-
mental gain of river maintenance and flood relief activities.

- Work programme to identify barriers to fish passage on arterially drained rivers that have 
potential for improvements works.

- Work elements to assist in all waters attaining ‘Good’ ecological status by a specified date, 
as per the EU
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- Water Framework Directive.

The full agreement is available on the IFI website www.fisheriesireland.ie and includes, 
inter alia, the provision of dedicated staff within IFI, the agreed need to generate fish and hydro-
morphology Environment Quality Ratio scores in advance of any proposed works to identify 
actual need for works and to specify works, if required, that would be appropriate to the hydro-
morphological character of the channel. This is particularly relevant to any IFI or local com-
munity initiatives regarding instream and riparian works. 

IFI and OPW have agreed that the matching of enhancement measures to the relevant chan-
nel is to be undertaken in a holistic manner, and must be dependent on the character and needs 
of the catchment and on the channel’s hydro-morphological characteristics. 

The programme is driven by the requirements of the EU Water Framework Directive, par-
ticularly that the status of all water bodies should be at least “Good”. Overall status is assessed 
by a series of ecological indicators e.g. fish community and by habitat or hydro-morphology 
status. River enhancement, within the requirements of the Directive, goes beyond a narrow 
fisheries enhancement focus. The emphasis is on restoration of natural river processes and this 
type of approach should also broadly benefit fisheries. 

The EREP is undertaken by IFI and is an applied scientific study. OPW maintain approxi-
mately 2,000 km of channel each year and uses environmental guidance developed with IFI. 
The guidance is aimed at conservation and/or adding value for habitat creation and river en-
hancement.

A significant outcome from the Water Framework Directive and its impact on EREP is that 
OPW and IFI have agreed that any proposed ‘enhancement’ measure should be tested in ad-
vance to assess current status of fish and habitat. Four such enhancement proposals are to be so 
tested in 2019 with surveys of fish and habitat status scheduled. 

For the Deputy’s information, the 2017 annual report of EREP is available online on both 
OPW and IFI websites. The draft 2018 report is currently being jointly reviewed. 

11/06/2019WRTT04700Air Pollution

11/06/2019WRTT04800751. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if his attention has been drawn to the dangers of air pollution from sources such 
as exhaust emissions, soil and road surfaces, construction work and industrial emissions; the 
number of premature deaths to date in 2019 that are directly attributable to poor air quality; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [24290/19]

11/06/2019WRTT04900779. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of air pollution breaches recorded at monitoring stations nationally to 
date in 2019; the locations in which air pollution readings breached the standard safe reading 
level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24288/19]

11/06/2019WRTT05000780. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when the national ban on harmful smoky coal will come into force; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24289/19]

11/06/2019WRTT05100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 751, 779 and 780 together. 
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Recent scientific evidence indicates that air pollution is more damaging at lower concentra-
tions than was previously understood. Air pollution also arises from a wide range of sources, 
including residential heating, transport and agriculture. With this in mind, I am committed to 
bringing forward Ireland’s first ever National Clean Air Strategy. The Strategy, which I intend 
to publish later this year, will provide the policy framework necessary to identify and promote 
integrated measures across Government that are required to reduce air pollution and promote 
cleaner air, while delivering on wider national objectives. 

The ban on the marketing, sale and distribution of bituminous coal, or ‘the smoky coal ban’ 
as it is commonly known, has proven very successful since first introduced in Dublin in 1990 
and subsequently extended so that it now applies in 26 urban areas nationwide. 

I am disappointed that a number of coal firms have indicated they would legally challenge 
the decision of two former Ministers to extend the ban nationwide. As a result it has not proven 
possible to extend the ban nationwide for the 2019/2020 year. The coal companies have in-
dicated that if the smoky coal ban is extended, they will challenge both the new ban and the 
existing ban, on the basis that the state should also have to ban the burning of other fossil fuels, 
including wood and peat products. I am working with the Attorney General to finalise a legally 
robust plan which will improve air quality by reducing particulate matter in the air. 

Estimates of the numbers of deaths attributable to air pollution in 41 European countries are 
released on an annual basis by the European Environment Agency. This assessment requires in-
formation on air pollution, demographic data, and the relationship between exposure to ambient 
pollutant concentrations and a health outcome. Figures for 2019 are not yet available. The latest 
report, published in 2018, gives data for 2015 and is available at the following link:

https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/air-quality-in-europe-2018   

It indicates that there were in the order of 1,150 premature deaths in Ireland attributable to 
air pollution in 2015.

In relation to the number of air pollution breaches so far in 2019, ambient air quality moni-
toring in Ireland is carried out in accordance with the requirements of the 2008 Clean Air for 
Europe (CAFE) Directive (Directive 2008/50/EC), and the Fourth Daughter Directive (Direc-
tive 2004/107/EC of 15 December 2004). These Directives also include rules on how Member 
States should monitor, assess and manage ambient air quality. 

Following a review by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) of air quality monitor-
ing and information provision in Ireland, a decision was taken to expand and enhance the air 
quality monitoring network. The roll-out of the enhanced network, the Ambient Air Quality 
Monitoring Programme (AAMP), is progressing and over the period 2017 to 2022 will more 
than double the capacity of ambient air quality monitoring in Ireland. One of the key objec-
tives of the programme is to enhance the provision of real time air quality data to the public. 
My Department has committed funding of some €5 million over the lifetime of the programme. 

Regarding the number of breaches recorded this year, provisional data from the EPA, which 
is subject to further validation, indicates that up until 6 June, there have been 98 breaches of the 
PM10 daily limit value during 2019 at stations as outlined in the table. Under the provisions of 
the CAFE Directive, an exceedance for PM10 is recorded if the limit is breached more than 35 
times at an individual monitoring station during the year. 

Number of values greater than 50 ug/m3 
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Station Name Year to date 
06/06/2019

Station Location Station Type Station Operator

Ballyfermot 7 Dublin 10 Suburban Back-
ground

Dublin City 
Council

Blanchardstown 4 Dublin 15 Suburban Traf-
fic

Fingal County 
Council

Brownes Road 1 Waterford City Suburban Back-
ground

EPA

Castlebar 1 Co. Mayo Suburban Back-
ground

EPA

CIT Bishop-
stown

3 Cork City Suburban Back-
ground

CIT

Davitt Road 15 Dublin 2 Suburban Traf-
fic

Dublin City 
Council

Dundalk 2 Co. Louth Suburban Back-
ground

EPA

Enniscorthy 11 Enniscorthy 
Town

Suburban Back-
ground

Wexford County 
Council

Finglas 2 Dublin 11 Suburban Back-
ground

Dublin City 
Council

Kilkitt 1 Co. Monaghan Rural Back-
ground

EPA

Marino 4 Dublin 3 Suburban Back-
ground

Dublin City 
Council

Phoenix Park 2 Dublin 8 Suburban Back-
ground

Dublin City 
Council

Rathmines 5 Dublin 6 Urban Back-
ground

EPA

Ringsend 12 Dublin 4 Urban Traffic EPA
Roscommon 2 Roscommon 

City
Suburban Back-
ground

EPA

Seville Lodge 7 Kilkenny City Suburban Back-
ground

EPA

South Link 
Road

5 Cork City Suburban Traf-
fic

Cork City Coun-
cil

St. Anne’s 1 Dublin 5 Suburban Back-
ground

EPA

St. John’s Road 
West

5 Dublin 8 Urban Traffic Dublin City 
Council

Winetavern 
Street

8 Dublin 8 Urban Traffic Dublin City 
Council

There have been no breaches of limit values for other pollutants so far this year.

11/06/2019WRUU00200Broadcasting Legislation

11/06/2019WRUU00300752. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to update the Broadcasting (Major Events Television Coverage) Act 
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1999; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23273/19]

11/06/2019WRUU00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Audiovisual Media Services Directive (AVMSD) provides that Member States 
may designate sporting and cultural events of major importance to society as free-to-air. At a 
national level, the Broadcasting Act 2009 sets out the statutory process for designating events 
as free-to-air.

Section 162 (7) of the Broadcasting Act 2009 states that “On the passing of this Act any 
order made under section 2 of the Broadcasting (Major Events Television Coverage) Act 1999 
which is in force on such passing continues and is deemed to have been made under this sec-
tion.”

Under Section 173 (2) of the 2009 Act, I am obliged to review the list of designated events 
every three years. The purpose of the review is to consider the appropriateness of the current list 
of designated events and to examine whether to add any events of major importance to society.

The most recent review was finalised in 2017 and approval was received from the European 
Commission to designate the All Ireland Senior Ladies Football and Camogie Finals as events 
of major importance. As part of the review process, the Department carried out a period of 
public consultation and submissions were received for the inclusion of a number of different 
sporting events. 

The events currently designated by Order (S.I. 465 of 2017) can be found at the following 
link: https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/communications/consultations/Pages/Review-of-Desig-
nation-of-Major-Events-.aspx. 

The current list of designated events will be reviewed again in 2020. 

11/06/2019WRUU00500Exploration Licences Applications

11/06/2019WRUU00600753. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of exploration and drilling licences granted between 4 June 2007 and 
23 January 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23276/19]

11/06/2019WRUU00700Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): In the period 4 June 2007 to 23 January 2011, eight exploration 
licences were granted and eight wells were drilled offshore Ireland.

Minister Bruton will shortly publish an All of Government Climate Plan, which will set out 
policies that will cut our reliance on fossil fuels in electricity, transport, the built environment 
and other sectors. As part of this Plan, we will be taking actions to reach 70% renewable elec-
tricity by 2030. This would mean Ireland would have one of the highest levels of renewables 
in the world.

Fossil fuels will still be required to provide our remaining electricity needs and to provide 
a back-up supply when there is insufficient renewable energy on the grid, as well as to heat our 
homes as we transition towards renewable heating systems. 

Halting exploration in the Irish offshore would have no impact on our greenhouse gas emis-
sions. It would, however, mean that we would be fully reliant on fossil fuel imports. 

11/06/2019WRUU00800Postal Codes



Questions - Written Answers

314

11/06/2019WRUU00900754. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he has completed a cost-benefit analysis and review of Eircode; the uptake 
of Eircode; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23298/19]

11/06/2019WRUU01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department conducted a number of Cost Benefit analyses on the Eircode project 
in 2008, 2010 and 2015. These showed that, in addition to the project yielding a positive Net 
Present Value to both the State and Private Sector, that it would also bring about a wide range 
of other benefits including accurate location of all addresses in the State, including the 35% 
of addresses that are ‘non-unique’; make it easier for consumers to shop online and enabling 
emergency services to quickly locate addresses, particularly in rural areas.

Eircode use among the public and businesses continues to grow significantly and this, in 
part, can be seen by use of the free online Eircode Finder app which has had more than 41 mil-
lion look-ups since its launch, a 53% increase in look-ups from 2017 to 2018 and an average 
monthly look-up of 1.48m in April 2019. 

The National Ambulance Service (NAS) have integrated Eircodes into their dispatch sys-
tem which means that the patient’s address and the position of the nearest available ambulance 
can be accurately pinpointed, using the Eircode, on a digital map, enabling an ambulance to be 
quickly and accurately routed to someone in need of medical help. 

Eircodes are being used by public sector bodies including, CSO, OSi, National Transport 
Authority, Student Universal Support Ireland, Local Authorities, Revenue, Department of Em-
ployment Affairs and Social Protection, Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and 
the Health Service Executive. Other state bodies and agencies that interact with the public have 
incorporated Eircodes into their operational systems. 

Google have integrated Eircodes into Google Maps and other leading satnav providers such 
as TomTom, Garmin, HERE and Microsoft have also integrated Eircodes into their satnav apps 
for use by consumers and businesses. 

Eircode have informed my Department that to date there are over 1,100 business organisa-
tions who licence and use Eircodes within their business operations across a wide spectrum of 
sectors. A number of these organisations are both international and Irish SMEs that develop 
business solutions and apps utilising Eircodes for their customers. One such Irish SME de-
veloped a free Eircode mobile app based on Google Maps that is used extensively by courier/
delivery drivers who deliver parcels every day with Eircodes. This app has over 16,000 active 
delivery users and was used 237,751 times for satnav directions in April 2019.

11/06/2019WRUU01100National Broadband Plan

11/06/2019WRUU01200755. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if there is a cost to the State for withdrawing preferred bidder status if assurances 
in the final contract for the national broadband plan are deemed to be insufficient by the State 
and the contract is not signed; the cost involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23365/19]

11/06/2019WRUU01300756. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the procurement process for the national broadband plan is still deemed a com-
petition, despite a preferred bidder being chosen; if the State has the ability to abandon the 
procurement process without a cost incurring on the State for doing so; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23366/19]
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11/06/2019WRUU01400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 755 and 756 together.

The Project Information Memorandum (PIM) published by my Department for the National 
Broadband Plan (NBP) State intervention procurement process, makes it clear that there is no 
obligation to reimburse any Bidder, regardless of whether or not the procurement results in the 
award of a contract. The procurement process is ongoing and continues until contract award. 

The Government Decision of 7 May 2019 means that it is intended to award the State Inter-
vention contract for the NBP to the Bidder. This award is subject to the completion of the final 
stage of the procurement process, including finalisation of financial and legal documents. 

Not proceeding to a contract would involve significant opportunity cost for the State and its 
citizens. Firstly, it would at best result in a delay of a number of years in the delivery of a future 
proofed high speed broadband service to the 1.1 million citizens in the intervention Area and 
would also introduce considerable uncertainty as to whether or not some premises would be left 
behind. In addition, the analysis carried out suggests that any alternative option may be more 
costly than that to be delivered under the existing NBP draft contract. 

11/06/2019WRUU01600Renewable Heat Incentive

11/06/2019WRUU01700757. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment when the support scheme for renewable heat will open; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23400/19]

11/06/2019WRUU01800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Support Scheme for Renewable Heat (SSRH) is now fully open for applications.

The first phase of the scheme, an installation grant for heat pumps, opened for applications 
in September 2018. This phase of the scheme will support ground, air and water source electric 
heat pump installations providing grant aid of up to 30% of the installation cost. 

I opened the second phase of the SSRH, an operational support for biomass boilers and 
anaerobic digestion heating systems, on 4 June 2019. Under this phase of the scheme, eligible 
renewable energy technologies will be supported through a multi-annual payment, for a period 
of up to 15 years, on the basis of prescribed tariffs. 

The SSRH has been developed to financially support the adoption of renewable heating sys-
tems by commercial, industrial, agricultural, district heating operators and other non-domestic 
heat users not covered by the EU Emissions Trading System. Under Project Ireland 2040, the 
National Development Plan sets out an allocation of €300 million for the roll-out of the scheme 
for the period up to 2027.

The scheme design includes eligibility and sustainability criteria that projects must conform 
to over the period of support. In addition, there are a number of budgetary controls in order to 
control overall costs, including project budget caps, a scheme budget cap and periodic tariff 
reviews to prevent windfall gains. These measures will ensure that heat supported under the 
SSRH is sustainable, applied for useful purposes and represents value for money for the tax-
payer. 

The scheme will be administered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) 
and full details, including how to apply, are available on SEAI’s website at the following link: 
https://www.seai.ie/sustainable-solutions/support-scheme-renewable-/
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11/06/2019WRUU01900Exploration Licences Approvals

11/06/2019WRUU02000758. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the rationale for the issuance of the oil exploration licence off the coast of County 
Kerry in view of the declaration by Dáil Éireann of a climate emergency; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [23484/19]

11/06/2019WRUU02100Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): The details of CNOOC Petroleum Europe Limited’s application 
to undertake drilling of the exploratory Iolar Well on Frontier Exploration Licence 3/18 in the 
Porcupine Basin, including the reasons for the decision to grant the application, are published 
on my Department’s website.

The decision to grant the application is in accord with the Energy White Paper, Ireland’s 
Transition to a Low Carbon Energy Future 2015-30, which sets out Government energy policy 
in respect of Ireland’s transition to a low-carbon, climate resilient and environmentally sustain-
able economy. The White Paper is clear that fossil fuel energy sources will continue to make 
a significant, though progressively smaller contribution to our energy mix over the course of 
the energy transition. It notes that as Ireland makes this transition the development of Ireland’s 
indigenous oil and gas resources has the potential to deliver significant and sustained benefits, 
particularly in terms of enhanced security of supply, import substitution, fiscal return and na-
tional and local economic development.

The Energy White Paper has been followed by the development and approval of Ireland’s 
first National Mitigation Plan in 2017. The All of Government Climate Plan, which will be pub-
lished shortly, will set out a concrete set of policies which will further cut Ireland’s reliance on 
fossil fuels in electricity, transport, the built environment and other sectors.

11/06/2019WRUU02200National Broadband Plan

11/06/2019WRUU02300759. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the term, the bidder, in the third paragraph of the context of options outlined in 
the 2019 national broadband development contingency plan options document refers to a com-
pany (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23486/19]

11/06/2019WRUU02400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department considered a number of alternative options available to Government 
to advance the availability of high speed broadband premises across the State in the event the 
NBP State intervention procurement process failed to deliver a solution acceptable to Govern-
ment. The Contingency Plan Report 2019 was published by my Department and is available 
here (https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/communications/topics/Broadband/national-broadband-
plan/Pages/Key-Procurement-Documents--.aspx).

The alternative options considered in the Contingency Plan Report 2019 were based on 
three alternatives– a phased approach, a separate build within a confined budget and a backhaul 
only solution. Some of these alternatives had already been analysed in 2018. The Department’s 
own internal knowledge underpinned the analysis of these alternatives, based on the technical 
and commercial expertise within the State’s team and its experience through engagement with 
the market during the NBP intervention. For example, the Department had developed its own 
detailed analysis of the cost and timeframe for a backhaul solution in 2014. In addition, the 
Department had access to analysis regarding costings and timelines from external bodies such 
as ComReg which provided information on alternatives such as a fixed wireless approach based 
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on a subsidised fibre backhaul build. 

The final tender solution submitted by the bidder provided some additional factual infor-
mation that supported the modelling of these solutions, for example, the likely length of road 
network and the likely number of poles and ducts within the intervention area. 

11/06/2019WRUU02500Building Energy Rating Compliance

11/06/2019WRUU02600760. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the status of a scheme for retrofitting private dwellings; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23491/19]

11/06/2019WRUU02700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The National Development Plan (NDP) demonstrates the Government’s commitment 
to meeting Ireland’s infrastructure and investment needs over the period 2018-2027. The Plan 
commits to investing €21.8bn in climate and low carbon related actions, of which, approx. 
€3.7bn is identified for funding residential energy efficiency upgrades and retrofitting oil heated 
homes with heat pumps and solar PV. The Plan identifies a target for retrofitting private dwell-
ings of 45,000 homes per year to a Building Energy Rating B from 2021.  

It is clear that the Exchequer alone will not be able to fund the scale and depth of retrofit 
activity that needs to happen in order for us meet our climate targets. For that reason, alterna-
tive financing options will have to play a part in Ireland’s strategy to decarbonise our buildings. 
Examples of these alternative approaches could include, for instance, the introduction of new 
mechanisms to lower the interest rates applicable to loans for energy efficiency works as well 
as energy performance contracting. 

My Department is currently working with a number of key stakeholders to explore the 
potential for the introduction of new ways to support energy efficiency in homes, including 
financing options. The forthcoming All of Government Climate Plan will set out the actions to 
be taken to make Ireland a leader in responding to climate change and at a minimum meet our 
targets for the period to 2030. 

11/06/2019WRUU02800Broadband Service Provision

11/06/2019WRUU02900761. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the estimated time for broadband connection to an area under the national broad-
band plan; and if a property (details supplied) was part of the additional 80,000 residences and 
businesses to be connected as announced by a company; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23509/19]

11/06/2019WRUU03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The premises referenced by the Deputy is in a Light Blue area on the National Broad-
band Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s website 
at www.broadband.gov.ie.  

The Light Blue areas are where eir is in the process of deploying high speed broadband to 
300,000 premises on a commercial basis, under a Commitment Agreement signed with my De-
partment in April 2017. According to data for Q1 2019 submitted by eir to my Department the 
company has passed almost 250,000 premises nationwide as part of its ongoing deployment. 
This information will be available on my Department’s website shortly.
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Information on eir’s rural deployment is available on that company’s website, http://fibre-
rollout.ie/Eircode-lookup/. A copy of the Commitment Agreement is available on my Depart-
ment’s website, www.dccae.gov.ie.

According to information provided by eir to my Department, it plans to complete the vast 
majority of the deployment by the mid-year completion target with the remaining premises to 
be completed soon afterwards. My Department is engaging with eir in this matter.

11/06/2019WRUU03100Recycling Policy

11/06/2019WRUU03200762. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment his plans to repeat the tyre recycling scheme in 2019 or in early 2020; 
if so, the amount he envisages would be allocated to the scheme; if centres will be operated in 
each county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23558/19]

11/06/2019WRUU03300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In 2017, my Department made funding of €1 million available to local authorities 
to deal with the clean-up of existing stockpiles of tyres across the country. This was done to 
support the introduction of a new compliance scheme for tyres and waste tyres from 1 October 
2017. At that time, it was also indicated that the issue of waste tyres on farms would be consid-
ered.  

In 2018, €700,000 was made available to remove waste tyres from farms. Irish Farm Film 
Producers Group (IFFPG), the national farm plastics recycling compliance scheme, undertook 
the work on behalf of my Department. Four collection sites were chosen based on the fact that 
they represented a good geographical spread. In total 4,253 tonnes of tyres were collected and 
2,229 farmers availed of the service. The budget for this initiative was fully expended in 2018.

Actions during 2019 to address waste agriculture tyres are being considered in the context 
of the further development of the compliance scheme for tyres and waste tyres.  

11/06/2019WRUU03400Electric Vehicles

11/06/2019WRUU03500763. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the changes he will introduce to prevent sleepers staying at electronic charge points 
over and above the time necessary. [23577/19]

11/06/2019WRUU03600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The majority of public chargers in use in Ireland are part of the ESB ecars network. 
Currently there are no fees for using this charging network which can lead to consumers using 
the network in place of charging at home or using it for longer than they need. I understand 
that ESB ecars intends to introduce fees for the use of fast chargers later this year and standard 
chargers in 2020. This will encourage electric vehicle drivers to charge at home where possible 
thus ensuring the public chargers have a higher level of availability.

In relation to the use of spaces for electric vehicle charging, there is existing legislation in 
place, namely the Road Traffic (Traffic and Parking) Regulations 1997 to 2014 (S.I. No. 182 of 
1997) as amended by the Road Traffic (Traffic and Parking) (Car Clubs and Electrically Pow-
ered Vehicles) Regulations 2014 (S.I. No. 325 of 2014). These regulations explicitly prohibit a 
non-electric vehicle stopping or parking in designated spaces and outlines how these spaces are 
only to be used by electric vehicles while being recharged. The enforcement of this legislation 
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is a matter for An Garda Síochána and for Local Authority traffic wardens.

11/06/2019WRUU03700Electric Vehicles

11/06/2019WRUU03800764. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment when the roll-out of additional charge points for electric vehicles across the country 
will be completed. [23578/19]

11/06/2019WRUU03900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Providing adequate charging infrastructure is critical to ensure continued growth in 
electric vehicles. 

Home charging is the most cost-effective way to charge an electric vehicle and is the pri-
mary method of charging for the majority of electric vehicles both internationally and in Ire-
land. A Government grant of up to €600 is available, via the SEAI, to the purchasers of new and 
second-hand electric vehicles to support the installation of home chargers.

There are currently over 650 standard public charge points and 78 fast chargers as a part 
of the ESB eCars network. In addition there are public chargers provided by local authorities, 
retail outlets and private companies. 

Under the first call for applications from the Climate Action Fund, I approved funding of up 
to €10 million to support ESB eCars to develop a nationwide, state-of-the-art electric vehicle 
fast charging network. This project successfully completed the assessment stage and the valida-
tion stage is now underway. 

The project includes the installation of 90 high-power chargers each of which will be ca-
pable of charging two vehicles simultaneously, upgrading 50 existing standard chargers to fast 
chargers and replacing over 250 existing standard chargers with next generation high reliability 
models. This is a multi-annual project and is expected to be fully completed by 2022.

My Department, in conjunction with the SEAI, is also working on how best to support the 
provision of greater levels of on-street public charging.  

11/06/2019WRUU04000Inland Fisheries Ireland

11/06/2019WRUU04100765. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the 16 instream and enhancement project contracts signed in 2017 under the 
National Strategy for Angling Development 2015-2020 had demonstrated consultation with the 
relevant local authorities regarding these projects; if so, the details of the consultations; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [23630/19]

11/06/2019WRUU04200Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment (Deputy Seán Canney): There were 22 enhancement projects approved by Inland 
Fisheries Ireland (IFI) in the 2017 round of funding under the National Strategy for Angling 
Development. As the deputy will appreciate, due to the conservation imperative, there is often 
a narrow annual window of opportunity to undertake instream works and projects are likely to 
be delivered over a 2-3 year timeframe.

Six of these projects have been completed and funding drawn down. A further 11 have 
agreed funding status and are at various stages of delivery as a result of the project promoters 
progressing compliance with all required statutory and other consents which are a feature of 
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publically funded grant schemes. 

This includes consultation on potential planning requirements with the relevant Local Au-
thority and a planning application where required, consultation with other statutory bodies, 
environmental assessments (particularly in Special Areas of Conservation) and landowner con-
sents.

The table at the link sets of the status of each of the projects. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-06-11_pq765-11-06-2019_en.pdf”>Enhancement Projects</a>]

11/06/2019WRUU04300Broadband Service Provision

11/06/2019WRUU04400766. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 517 of 21 May 2019, when broadband will 
be delivered to all houses in Magillstown, Balheary, Swords, County Dublin. [23635/19]

11/06/2019WRUU04500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure that every home, school and 
business in Ireland has access to high speed broadband. This is being achieved through a com-
bination of commercial investment across the country, and a State intervention in those areas 
where commercial operators acting alone are unlikely to invest. The NBP has been a catalyst 
in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector. In 2012, less than 700,000, or 30% of Irish 
premises had access to high speed broadband. Today, 74% of the 2.4 million premises in Ireland 
can access high speed broadband.

In April 2017, my Department published an updated version of the NBP High Speed Broad-
band Map. This is available at www.broadband.gov.ie. 

The map shows the areas targeted by commercial operators to provide high speed broad-
band services and the areas that will be included in the State Intervention Area under the NBP. 
The Map is colour coded and searchable by address/Eircode:

- The AMBER area represents the parts of the country where commercial operators have no 
plans to build high speed broadband networks. Premises in the AMBER area will be provided 
with high Speed Broadband through a State Intervention.

- The BLUE area represents those areas where commercial providers are either currently 
delivering or have plans to deliver high speed broadband services.

- The LIGHT BLUE area represents eir’s commercial rural deployment plans to roll-out 
high speed broadband to 300,000 premises as part of a Commitment Agreement signed with 
my Department in April 2017. 

The following table details the percentage of premises to be covered by the State Interven-
tion and through commercial investment in the areas identified by the Deputy. eir’s deployment 
of high speed broadband under the Commitment Agreement signed with my Department in 
April 2017 within the townlands of Magillstown and Balheary is now complete.

Townland Premises within 
the NBP Inter-
vention Area 

Premises within 
Commercial 
Operator’s Area 

Premises within 
eir planned rural 
deployment

Total



11 June 2019

321

Magillstown 59% (13) 41% (9) 0% (0) 100% (22)
Balheary 45% (17) 55% (21) 0% (0) 100% (38)
Premises where commercial providers are not currently delivering or have indicated no 

plans to deliver high speed broadband services will be addressed through the National Broad-
band Plan State led Intervention

This intervention is the subject of the procurement process to engage a company to build, 
operate and maintain the NBP State intervention network. I recently brought a recommendation 
to Government to confer Preferred Bidder status on Granahan McCourt, the remaining bidder 
in the NBP procurement process and Government agreed to this at its meeting on 7 May. 

The Government decision of 7 May 2019 means that it is intended to award the State Inter-
vention contract to National Broadband Ireland, subject to contract close including the finalisa-
tion of financial and legal documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network will 
commence shortly after that. The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take 
an estimated 7 years from the beginning of deployment. A deployment plan will be made avail-
able by the Bidder once the contract is signed. 

In the first year of roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Connection 
Points (BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed 
in each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, enhancing 
online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these locations. 

The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises at the end of the second year, with 70-
100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

11/06/2019WRUU04600Litter Pollution Fines

11/06/2019WRUU04700767. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the number of fines given to persons who did not remove dog fouling by 
county. [23663/19]

11/06/2019WRUU04800768. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the amount spent on awareness, warnings and so on to prevent dog fouling 
by county. [23664/19]

11/06/2019WRUU04900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 767 and 768 together. 

The Litter Pollution Acts, 1997 to 2009, provide the statutory framework to combat litter-
ing and include provisions relating to dog fouling. Under the Acts, the primary management 
and enforcement response to littering (including dog fouling) rests with Local Authorities. It is 
a matter for each Local Authority to determine the most appropriate course of action to tackle 
litter pollution locally within the legislation provided. This includes the most appropriate public 
awareness, enforcement and clean-up actions in relation to litter and dog fouling, taking ac-
count of local circumstances and priorities.

My Department does not collate statistics on the number of fines issued by Local Authorities 
in relation to specific litter offences, such as dog fouling offences. However, my Department 
does publish data on the revenue generated from Local Authority on-the-spot litter fines and 
Courts’ fines. The data is available at:
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https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/environment/topics/waste/litter/Pages/Local-Authority-Lit-
ter-Fines-and-Expenditure-Statistics.aspx  

With regard to litter awareness, my Department has, since 1997, co-funded the Local Au-
thority Anti-Litter and Anti-Graffiti Awareness Grant Scheme (ALAGS). Local Authorities are 
responsible for selecting suitable ALAGS projects for funding and deciding on individual grant 
allocations. Where possible, the focus is on voluntary initiatives by community and environ-
mental groups, and also on involving schools and young people in anti-litter and anti-graffiti ac-
tion. Typically, eligible projects include local media campaigns, clean-ups, primary/secondary 
school competitions, exhibitions, and the production of videos, posters and leaflets. 

ALAGS funding increased by 28% in 2017 to €884,000 and this level was maintained in 
2018. In previous years Local Authorities have been requested to consider, where practical un-
der the scheme, expending a portion of their grant on dog fouling awareness projects.

11/06/2019WRVV00300Broadband Service Provision

11/06/2019WRVV00400769. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when fibre broadband will be rolled out at a location (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [23682/19]

11/06/2019WRVV00500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The premises referenced by the Deputy is in the AMBER area on the National Broad-
band Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s website 
at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State 
led Intervention under the NBP.  

This intervention is the subject of the procurement process to engage a company to build, 
operate and maintain the NBP State intervention network. I recently brought a recommendation 
to Government to confer Preferred Bidder status on Granahan McCourt, the remaining bidder 
in the NBP procurement process and Government agreed to this.

The Government Decision of 7 May 2019 means that it is intended to award the State Inter-
vention contract to the Bidder. This award is subject to contract close including finalisation of 
financial and legal documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network will com-
mence shortly after that. 

The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment. A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once the 
contract is signed.

In the first year of roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Connection 
Points (BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed 
in each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, enhancing 
online participation.

The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises at the end of the second year, with 70-
100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

11/06/2019WRVV00600Greenhouse Gas Emissions

11/06/2019WRVV00700770. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
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Environment the estimated capital cost of retrofitting the State building and capital stock need-
ed to achieve this sector’s targets in line the EU emission reduction targets set for 2020 and 
2030 and the 80% reduction target for 2050, in tabular form. [23722/19]

11/06/2019WRVV00800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Government is committed to ensuring that the public sector continues to play 
a leadership role in tackling climate change through the achievement of relevant energy effi-
ciency and carbon emissions targets. The public sector has already made a strong contribution 
in this regard with the most recently published statistics showing that the sector had improved 
its energy efficiency by 24% to end 2017. Cumulatively, the energy efficiency improvements 
achieved by public sector bodies have resulted in an avoided energy spend of more than €1 bil-
lion and a carbon emissions saving of over 3.5 million tonnes.

The achievements to date result from a combination of improved energy management as 
well as equipment and building fabric improvements. A combination of approaches will con-
tinue to be necessary in the future to meet our targets. These approaches include: 

- Energy management and behavioural change;

- Natural renewal – buildings and vehicles replaced by more efficient models over time;

- Energy supply efficiency – more renewable electricity requiring less primary energy to 
supply the energy consumed in buildings;

- Targeted energy efficiency investment – including retrofits of buildings, fleets and facili-
ties to reduce their energy consumption and/or increase renewable energy supply.

The National Development Plan is making significant funding available in pursuit of our 
national targets. This includes funding of €800 million for public building energy retrofit, along 
with further funding for school energy retrofits, third level building renovations, and public 
transport fleet replacement. The potential for this investment to be supported by non-exchequer 
sources of funding such as Energy Performance Contracting (EPC) will be also be explored. 

My Department is providing leadership and guidance to Government departments and pub-
lic sector bodies to help them to achieve their efficiency targets as part of the process of imple-
menting the Public Sector Energy Efficiency Strategy. This includes the SEAI engaging with 
Public Sector Bodies to assess the range and nature of project opportunities – including build-
ing fabric upgrades. This ongoing exercise will help to inform the assessment of the costs to 
achieve the targets for 2030 and beyond. It is also important to note that the achievement of 
public sector targets will require initiatives beyond the building stock including public transport 
fleets, water and waste facilities, public lighting and other energy users across the public sector.

The forthcoming Government Climate Plan will also set out further commitments for public 
sector bodies to demonstrate leadership in taking climate action, including a specific climate 
mandate for each organisation and ambitious new energy efficiency and decarbonisation targets 
for the sector as a whole.

11/06/2019WRVV00900National Development Plan Funding

11/06/2019WRVV01000771. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the amount of funding earmarked in the National Development Plan 2018-2027 
for retrofitting homes and the capital stock; and his views on whether this funding will be suf-
ficient to achieve the efficiency improvements necessary to deliver this sectoral contribution to 
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achieving emissions reduction targets for 2030 and 2050. [23723/19]

11/06/2019WRVV01100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The National Development Plan (NDP) demonstrates the Government’s commitment 
to meeting Ireland’s infrastructure and investment needs over the period 2018-2027. The Plan 
commits to investing €21.8bn in climate and low carbon related actions, of which, approx. 
€3.7bn is identified for funding residential energy efficiency upgrades and retrofitting oil heated 
homes with heat pumps and solar PV. The NDP also allocates funding of €800m for public 
building energy retrofits, along with further funding for school energy retrofits and third level 
building renovations. 

In 2018, the total expenditure allocated to sustainable energy schemes administered by the 
SEAI was €134m. The equivalent figure for this year is €141m. The allocation for the Energy 
Programme in 2020 will be agreed during this year’s Estimates process.

It is clear that the Exchequer alone will not be able to fund the scale and depth of retrofit 
activity that needs to happen in order for us meet our climate targets. For that reason, alterna-
tive financing options will have to play a part in Ireland’s strategy to decarbonise our buildings. 
Examples of these alternative approaches could include, for instance, the introduction of new 
mechanisms to lower the interest rates applicable to loans for energy efficiency works as well 
as energy performance contracting. 

The forthcoming All of Government Climate Plan will set out the actions to be taken to 
make Ireland a leader in responding to climate change and at a minimum meet our targets for 
the period to 2030.

11/06/2019WRVV01200Greenhouse Gas Emissions

11/06/2019WRVV01300772. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the total fines the State will be made to pay due to failure to reach the EU 20% 
emissions reduction targets by 2020; the gross total; and the budgetary impact for each in-
dividual year following the fine, that is, 2020, 2021, 2022 and-or the latest applicable date. 
[23724/19]

11/06/2019WRVV01400773. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the estimated fines the State will be liable for as a result of failing to reach 2030 
emissions reduction targets based on the slow current rate of emission reductions of 1% by 
2020. [23725/19]

11/06/2019WRVV01500774. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on whether the State will reach its emissions reduction targets for 2030 
based on current policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23726/19]

11/06/2019WRVV01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 772 to 774, inclusive, together. 

I am now finalising a Government Climate Plan which will set out the actions to be taken 
to make Ireland a leader in responding to climate change, including how Ireland will, at the 
very least, meet its targets for the period to 2030. The Plan will set out how this Government 
intends to make Ireland climate resilient across our entire society. It will have a strong focus on 
implementation, including clear timelines and steps needed to achieve each action. The goals 
and targets will be informed by analysis of the most cost-effective choices available to reach our 
2030 targets. By articulating a decarbonisation ambition range for each sector, the framework 
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provided by the Plan will enable each sector to identify and put in place the most appropriate 
policy tools to deliver this stated ambition in order for Ireland to meet its 2030 targets. I intend 
that the Plan will be published shortly.

Under the 2009 Effort Sharing Decision 406/2009/EC (ESD), which put in place binding 
annual emissions targets for each year between 2013 and 2020 for sectors outside the EU Emis-
sions Trading System, Ireland must achieve a reduction of 20% relative to 2005 levels of emis-
sions. Under the latest projections of greenhouse gas emissions, published earlier this month 
by the EPA, emissions from those sectors of the economy covered by the ESD could remain at 
between 0% and 1% below 2005 levels by 2020.

The ESD allows Member States to meet their targets by means of unused emissions allow-
ances from earlier years, or through purchasing allowances from other Member States or on in-
ternational markets. Ireland has already acquired a portion of the additional allowances that will 
be required for compliance. However, I am advised that Ireland will need to purchase additional 
allowances to meet projected shortfalls in 2019 and 2020. Under the ESD framework, compli-
ance for any given year is calculated up to 18 months after the year in question. Therefore, the 
final budgetary impact of the cost of allowance purchases in respect of any ESD compliance 
shortfalls in 2019 and 2020 may not arise until 2021 or 2022. My Department currently esti-
mates the cost of this requirement to be in the region of €6m to €13m, depending on the price 
and final quantity of allowances required.

Ireland’s strategy to meet its targets under the first commitment period of the Kyoto Pro-
tocol (2008-2012) included investments in three multilateral funds, as well as a number of 
transactions for the purchase of carbon credits directly from the market. Through the direct 
market purchases and investment in the three funds, a total of €120 million was spent, in which 
8,558,888 credits were received by the State. Of this total, 3,052,416 have been surrendered for 
compliance with the first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol. The remaining number of 
carbon credits currently held by the State is 5,506,472, which may be used for ESD compliance. 

The latest emissions projections indicate that Ireland could exceed its cumulative annual 
greenhouse gas emissions ceilings for the 2021 to 2030 period under the EU Effort Sharing 
Regulation, by between 59 and 75 million tonnes of carbon dioxide-equivalent under different 
scenarios of policy implementation and assuming full utilisation of the Land Use, Land-Use 
Change and Forestry mitigation option.

11/06/2019WRVV01900Exploration Industry Data

11/06/2019WRVV02000775. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the number of licences he and-or his predecessors have issued to domestic 
and international companies in respect of oil and-or gas exploration in all State territories in 
the past 50 years to date; the location of the explorations; the results of same; if the State has 
incurred costs as a result of same and-or has had to provide assistance for remedy or repair of 
territory; the number of existing applications for gas and-or oil exploration licences that have 
yet to be approved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23797/19]

11/06/2019WRVV02100Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): Section 57 of the Petroleum and Other Minerals Development 
Act, 1960 requires the Minister to lay before the Houses of the Oireachtas every six months a 
report detailing all exploration activities including petroleum exploration authorisations granted 
during the period of the report. The last such report laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas was 
in respect of the six-month period ending 31 December 2018. In addition a report on the status 
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of all petroleum authorisations is published on a quarterly basis on my Department’s website. 
The most recent such report was published on 31 March 2019.  

The following table outlines the number of each form of petroleum exploration authorisa-
tion involving the award of acreage issued in the last 50 years. It should be noted that petroleum 
authorisations may progress from one form to another e.g. a Licensing Option converts to an 
Exploration Licence, which converts to a Lease Undertaking and finally in the production phase 
to a Petroleum Lease. 

- Nos.
Licensing Options (Offshore) 142
Licensing Options (Onshore) 7
Exploration Licence (Offshore) 129
Exploration Licence (Onshore) 8
Reserved Area Licence 1
Lease Undertaking 6
Total 293
These petroleum exploration authorisations have been awarded both onshore Ireland and in 

all major basins in the Irish Offshore.

This exploration activity has resulted in four commercial gas fields but no commercial oil 
finds.

The cost of petroleum exploration activities is borne by petroleum exploration authorisation 
holders. The State has not incurred costs as a direct result of petroleum exploration activities or 
in respect of remedy or repair of territory within the State. All wells must be plugged and aban-
doned by the petroleum exploration authorisation holders. In addition the holders of petroleum 
production authorisations must bear all decommissioning costs associated with production fa-
cilities.

12 applications for petroleum exploration authorisations involving the award of acreage are 
currently under consideration. 

11/06/2019WRVV02200Trading Online Voucher Scheme

11/06/2019WRVV02300776. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the estimated full-year cost if the budget for the trading online voucher scheme 
increased by 50%. [24123/19]

11/06/2019WRVV02400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department’s Trading Online Voucher Scheme is designed to support micro busi-
nesses, i.e. businesses with 10 or less employees and less than €2 million turnover per annum, to 
develop their trading online capability. The scheme offers a financial incentive of up to €2,500 
along with training, mentoring and network support. The Scheme is funded by my Department, 
and administered nationwide through the Local Enterprise Office network. The Trading Online 
Voucher Scheme is a demand-led scheme and has a capital budget in 2019 of €2.3m, which it is 
anticipated will be sufficient to meet the demand from micro businesses. 

11/06/2019WRVV02500National Broadband Plan Data
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11/06/2019WRVV02600777. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will provide the cost estimates provided for the national broadband plan by 
companies (details supplied); the reasons identified for the gap in the estimates provided by 
these companies and the bidders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24232/19]

11/06/2019WRVV02700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Cost estimates were developed by my Department’s specialist NBP team, which in-
clude financial and technical advisors KPMG and Analysys Mason, at specific points during 
the National Broadband Plan (NBP) procurement process. When the original budget model was 
prepared it was acknowledged that this would require further revisions as the proposed solution 
would be developed during dialogue with the bidders in the process.  

In addition, the submission of detailed solutions by two separate bidders in September 2017 
provided the NBP Team with a detailed breakdown of the financials, cost estimates, technical 
solutions and the revenue estimates likely to be assumed in a final tender submission. 

Following the competitive dialogue process and consideration of the draft bids received, a 
final budget model was developed by the NBP team prior to the submission of the bidder’s final 
tender in September 2018. 

Details of the final budget cost model has been published, to the greatest extent possible, by 
my Department and is available here https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/communications/topics/
Broadband/national-broadband-plan/Pages/Key-Procurement-Documents--.aspx.

11/06/2019WRVV02800Climate Change Policy

11/06/2019WRVV02900778. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will report on his Department’s involvement in achieving climate change 
targets; and if he has specialists employed in his Department on same. [23900/19]

11/06/2019WRVV03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): As I stated in reply to Question No. 171 of 22 May 2019, my Department currently 
has a total of 66 staff assigned to climate and related energy policy functions, across eight 
separate divisions. This staff complement has significant experience in developing and imple-
menting climate and energy policy at international, EU, national, regional and local levels. In 
addition to its own staff, the Department also has access to scientific and technical advice in 
agencies under its aegis to assist it in delivering the Government’s climate policy objectives.  

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is the competent authority in Ireland for the 
preparation and annual publication of official inventories and projections of greenhouse gas 
emissions, and for reporting this data to the European Union and to the United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climate Change. The Oireachtas receives a summary of the most recent 
inventory and projections prepared by the EPA each year in the Annual Transition Statement, 
which I am required to prepare and submit in accordance with the Climate Action and Low 
Carbon Development Act 2015.

The EPA also provides a range of expert scientific and technical advice on climate change to 
the Government. The EPA supports the Department in representing Ireland at relevant meetings 
of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. The EPA also undertakes a 
number of climate-related research and awareness activities, including the provision of support 
for the delivery of activities under the National Dialogue on Climate Action. The EPA also pro-
duces, in accordance with its statutory mandate, a quadrennial State of the Environment Report 
which provides an integrated assessment of the overall quality of Ireland’s environment, the 
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pressures being placed on it and the societal responses to current and emerging environmental 
issues. The last such report was published in 2016, includes a specific focus on climate change, 
and is available from the EPA’s website.

The Department is also supported in the delivery of its policy objectives for the decarboni-
sation of the energy sector by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). In addition 
to the delivery of a range of programmes and schemes on behalf of the Department, the func-
tions of SEAI include the preparation of national energy statistics and projections. SEAI also 
undertakes national energy modelling functions, informed, inter alia, by data collected from the 
various schemes and programmes that it administers. 

SEAI had a total of 91 staff as at the end of December 2018. The EPA had a total of 410 
staff at that time. While it is difficult to fully disaggregate the number of EPA staff working on 
climate issues, the EPA estimate this at 32.

The work of both EPA and SEAI inform, in turn, the wider work of the Technical Re-
search and Modelling (TRAM) Group, which provides the overall framework for the provision 
of technical capacity to Government Departments for climate action policy development and 
implementation. 

TRAM was established on foot of a Government Decision in 2015 and its membership 
comprises technical experts from relevant Government Departments and Agencies. In addition, 
representatives of externally contracted bodies providing modelling and analytical support may 
participate in TRAM meetings. To date, these services have been provided by the ESRI, UCC, 
UCD and EnvEcon. 

I am leading the finalisation of a Government Climate Plan which will set out the actions 
Ireland needs to take to reach our targets. The Plan will set goals for all key sectors including 
electricity, agriculture, transport, industry, buildings, waste management, and the public sector. 
I intend to seek Government approval to publish the Plan shortly. 

The Plan will lead to a significant step-up in policy ambition and delivery, to ensure that 
we at least meet our 2030 targets and get on a clear pathway to meeting our 2050 objectives. It 
will be updated every year, and will also be informed by the recommendations contained in the 
report of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Climate Action. 

The goals and targets will be informed by analysis of the most cost-effective choices avail-
able to reach our 2030 targets. By articulating sectoral decarbonisation ambition ranges, the 
framework provided by the Plan will enable each sector to identify and put in place the most ap-
propriate policy tools to deliver this stated ambition in order for Ireland to meet its 2030 targets.

Questions Nos. 779 and 780 answered with Question No. 751.

11/06/2019WRVV03300Telecommunications Services Provision

11/06/2019WRVV03400781. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his position on a company (details supplied); and his views on the use of hardware 
and software built by the company here. [24335/19]

11/06/2019WRVV03500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The provision of telecommunications networks and services, which can support ad-
vanced digital technologies, including 5G, is a matter for the relevant undertakings operating in 
a fully liberalised market regulated by the Commission for Communications Regulation (Com-
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Reg), as independent Regulator.  

There are statutory provisions to ensure that operators of networks and services in Ireland 
take appropriate measures to manage risks to the security of their networks and services, and to 
guarantee their integrity. These requirements are set out in the European Communities (Elec-
tronic Communications Networks and Services) (Framework) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 333 
of 2011). ComReg is responsible for ensuring compliance with these provisions. 

The National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC) in my Department has been reviewing the full 
spectrum of cyber security risks associated with 5G systems since late 2018. This work will 
feed directly into the new National Cyber Security Strategy.

In March 2019 the EU Commission published C(2019) Recommendation 2335, setting out 
an EU Process to jointly assess these risks. Member States have been asked to prepare national 
assessments and to forward these to the European Commission by end June for collation. The 
NCSC is working on this matter in close collaboration with other EU Members States and In-
stitutions, ComReg, and the telecommunications industry to ensure that the review is compre-
hensive and evidence based. This report will be completed shortly.

11/06/2019WRVV03600Penalty Points System Data

11/06/2019WRVV03700782. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of penalty points issued by age, gender, county and Garda district in each of the previous 
three years to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23312/19]

11/06/2019WRVV03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The information re-
quested by the Deputy is provided in the document at the link, and gives details of the number 
of penalty points that have been endorsed on the National Vehicle and Driver File (NVDF) for 
the years 2016 to May 2019 inclusive. The data have been broken down by Age, Gender and 
County. 

The Garda District details are not available on the NVDF.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-06-11_pq782-11-06-2019_en.xlsx”>Penalty Points Issued</a>]

11/06/2019WRVV03900Greenhouse Gas Emissions

11/06/2019WRVV04000783. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the esti-
mated cost of decarbonising the national transport system in order to reach the sectoral targets 
for the total 2020 and 2030 EU emission reduction targets and the 2050 emission reduction 
targets of the State by each NTA sector in tabular form. [23727/19]

11/06/2019WRVV04100784. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
emission reduction targets for decarbonising the national transport system by 2030 and 2050. 
[23728/19]

11/06/2019WRVV04200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 783 and 784 together.

The 2014 National Policy Position on Climate Action and Low Carbon Development es-
tablished the ambitious objective of achieving a competitive, low carbon, climate-resilient and 



Questions - Written Answers

330

environmentally sustainable economy by 2050.  The National Policy Position outlined a na-
tional target of reducing carbon dioxide emissions by at least 80% (compared to 1990 levels) 
by 2050 across the electricity generation, built environment and transport sectors. The National 
Mitigation Plan, published in 2017, set Ireland on a pathway towards achieving the 2050 decar-
bonisation target.  The Plan included over 100 emissions-reducing actions that were underway 
or planned, including a range of transport measures, and it set out the potential emissions im-
pact and the estimated costs of many of the actions.  The National Mitigation Plan initiated the 
process of developing medium to long term mitigation choices for the next and future decades.

My colleague, the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and the Environment is 
now at an advanced stage in preparing a follow-on plan that will map out a whole-of-Govern-
ment approach to Climate Action and meeting Ireland’s emissions commitments.  My Depart-
ment is working closely with his Department and across Government to ensure that the transport 
sector, which accounts for about 20% of Ireland overall carbon emissions (and about 27% of 
Ireland’s accountable emissions in the non-ETS (emissions trading scheme) area), plays a key 
role in the overall Government approach to tackling climate commitments.  My Department has 
worked hard to develop an ambitious, challenging and wide-ranging set of actions, particularly 
for public transport and active travel.  The new Plan will be considered by Government shortly 
and then published. It will set out the situation across the various sectors, including transport, 
for delivering on the future emissions reduction targets.  

The Deputy will be aware of our work to reduce the emissions from public transport. From 
next month, no diesel-only buses will be purchased for the urban PSO bus fleet and work has 
also been underway to trial and compare various options for low carbon alternatively-fuelled 
buses on Irish bus routes.  Of course, less than 5% of Ireland’s transport-derived carbon di-
oxide emissions arise from public transport, so efforts to “green” the fleet - though important 
in leadership terms - will have only a limited impact in reducing emissions.  A critical area of 
challenge when looking at transport emissions is in targeting the 52% of emissions that come 
from private car use. This is where public transport and active travel offer real benefits in envi-
ronmental terms: through expanding their capacity we can facilitate a shift from private car to 
public transport. Under Project Ireland 2040, we are investing €8.6 billion in Ireland’s public 
transport system.  We want to make public transport and active travel a viable alternative for 
more people for more of their journeys. Our substantial investment will be used to support the 
MetroLink, BusConnects and the DART Expansion Programme amongst other important proj-
ects. In fact, the NDP budget for new public transport/active travel projects is well above what 
we will be investing in new roads, which is a reversal of the balance of investment between 
these two areas in the past.

11/06/2019WRWW00300Sports Capital Programme

11/06/2019WRWW00400785. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
examine making grants available to sports clubs that use an organic product (details supplied) 
when constructing grass playing fields or when making improvements to existing grass playing 
fields; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24067/19]

11/06/2019WRWW00500816. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
make the use of an organic product (details supplied) a condition of a sports capital grant for 
sports clubs that are to receive grants for the provision of grass playing fields or the improve-
ment of grass playing fields; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24065/19]

11/06/2019WRWW00600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 785 and 816 together.
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The Sports Capital Programme is the primary vehicle for Government support for the de-
velopment of sports and physical recreation facilities and the purchase of non-personal sports 
equipment throughout the country.  

The programme funds the development of many types of sports facilities and equipment 
including the development of natural grass playing surfaces.  The choice of what products and 
methods best meet a grantee’s needs are a matter for the grantee, their technical supervisor and 
their chosen contractor. Furthermore, the relevant National Governing Body may also provide 
some technical advice to the sports club or organisation in question.  My Department does not 
have any responsibility for the setting of standards for material used in the development of fa-
cilities and accordingly does not endorse or recommend any particular product. 

11/06/2019WRWW00700Greenways Funding

11/06/2019WRWW00800786. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if an 
announcement will be made on the next round of greenway funding; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24249/19]

11/06/2019WRWW00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The recent funding 
call for Greenways closed on 30th November last year. Twenty-two applications were received 
from fifteen Local Authorities and one State Agency. Over the last few months, officials from 
my Department, along with members of the Project Assessment Board, have been meticulously 
assessing each of these detailed applications based on the criteria laid out in the Strategy for the 
Future Development of National and Regional Greenways. 

I hope that in the next few weeks I will be in a position to award funding to the successful 
applicants, and an announcement will be made at that time.

11/06/2019WRWW01000Sports Capital Programme Applications

11/06/2019WRWW01100787. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
a club (details supplied) was unsuccessful in its application for funding under the sports capi-
tal programme 2018 for equipment and machinery; if there is an appeals process in respect of 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23180/19]

11/06/2019WRWW01200Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme closed for applications on 
Friday 19th October last.  By that deadline, a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking 
a total of €162m in funding.  

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January. 

619 “equipment only” applications were assessed next and 466 allocations with a total value 
of €9.8m were announced to these organisations on the 20th May.  

Work is now underway in assessing the remaining applications for capital works. I can 
confirm that the organisation referred to by the Deputy has submitted an application for capital 
works, and sports equipment, and is being assessed along with the remaining applications.  
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For the first time applicants who submitted incorrect documentation under this round are 
being given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. While 
there will be no undue delay in completing the assessment process, in view of the opportunity to 
correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the detailed information 
contained in each application, it is likely to take a number of months to have all applications 
assessed. Accordingly, I expect that it may be the third quarter of this year before the full set of 
allocations under this current round of the programme are announced.

11/06/2019WRWW01300Road Traffic Legislation

11/06/2019WRWW01400788. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
way in which the licensing and regulation of horse-drawn carriages can be managed while the 
Dublin Carriage Acts are still in force; and his views on whether the system should temporarily 
revert to An Garda Síochána as was the case prior to 2011 when the Garda carriage office issued 
licences. [23183/19]

11/06/2019WRWW01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department is 
engaging with Dublin City Council and An Garda Síochána with a view to resolving this matter 
as quickly as possible.  Advice has also been sought from the Office of the Attorney General 
as to extant powers and where these reside at present.  As the Deputy will understand, it would 
be premature to take a decision on the approach for the licensing of horse-drawn carriages in 
advance of receipt of that advice. However I propose to address the matter speedily once the 
legal position is clearer.

11/06/2019WRWW01600Rail Services Provision

11/06/2019WRWW01700789. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
capacity of DART services on the north side of Dublin will be increased, particularly during the 
morning peak time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23202/19]

11/06/2019WRWW01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding of public 
transport.  The operation and scheduling of the heavy rail network, including DART services, is 
a day-to-day matter for Iarnród Éireann.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory 
responsibility for the development and implementation of public transport in the Greater Dublin 
Area including, in consultation with Iarnród Éireann, assessing rolling stock requirements for 
the rail network.  

In this regard, the NTA and Iarnród Éireann have just recently commenced a procurement 
process for the establishment of a 10 year framework agreement for the purchase of additional 
rail fleet required for the expansion of the existing DART Network as part of the DART Expan-
sion Programme.

Noting the responsibility of the agencies, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA, 
for a more detailed direct reply on the issues raised.  Please advise my office if you do not re-
ceive a reply within 10 working days.

11/06/2019WRWW01900Motor Insurance Costs

11/06/2019WRWW02000790. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
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on whether a driver who has had his or her licence suspended for two years should continue to 
pay higher than normal insurance premiums seven years after the licence has been reinstated. 
[23213/19]

11/06/2019WRWW02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Insurance companies 
are private companies. Neither the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport nor the Cen-
tral Bank of Ireland has the power to direct insurance companies on the pricing of insurance 
products. The EU framework for insurance expressly prohibits Member States from adopting 
rules which require prior approval of the pricing or terms and conditions of insurance products. 
The provision of insurance cover and the price at which it is offered are commercial matters for 
insurance companies and are based on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept and 
adequate provisioning to meet those risks. These are considered by insurance companies on a 
case by case basis.

The most recent Consumer Price Index showed that the average cost of motor insurance 
actually fell more than 24% between its peak in July 2016 and April 2019.

The Cost of Insurance Working Group chaired by Minister of State at the Department of Fi-
nance Michael D’Arcy TD is looking at the circumstances behind the rising cost of motor insur-
ance and how to improve the situation, but will still not be able to directly affect the actual costs 
of motor insurance. A copy of the Cost of Insurance Working Group Report and subsequent 
updates can be found on the Department of Finance website. Recommendation 2 of the Report 
relates to insurers providing additional information on the premium breakdown to consumers. 
The Central Bank of Ireland published the Non-Life Insurance (Provision of Information) (Re-
newal of Policy of Insurance) (Amendment) Regulations 2018 on 21 December 2018 and these 
will come into effect on 01 November 2019.

Insurance Ireland operates a free insurance information service for those who have queries, 
complaints or difficulties in relation to obtaining insurance. All calls regarding refusal to quote, 
or quotations that are so excessive as to be in effect a refusal, should be directed to Insurance 
Ireland by phone at (01) 676 1820, by email at declined@insuranceireland.eu or by post at 5 
Harbourmaster Place, IFSC, Dublin 1 quoting the Declined Cases Agreement.

11/06/2019WRWW02200Public Transport Expenditure

11/06/2019WRWW02300791. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of the €28.94 million allocated for the sustainable transport measures grant programme in 2018 
that was drawn down. [23285/19]

11/06/2019WRWW02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware the National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and 
development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, including individual 
projects within the Sustainable Urban Transport programme, and administers the funding for 
the programme on a non-statutory basis in regions outside of the Greater Dublin Area.

The Sustainable Urban Transport programme has replaced the Sustainable Transport Mea-
sures Grant Programme as referred to by the Deputy.

The allocation, and draw down, of funding in respect of individual projects is managed by 
the NTA in conjunction with the relevant local authorities, accordingly I have  referred  your 
question to the NTA for a more detailed reply. Please advise my private office if you do not 
receive a reply within 10 working days.
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11/06/2019WRWW02500Railway Stations

11/06/2019WRWW02600792. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when he 
will visit Thomastown train station, Killucan, County Westmeath, in view of a commitment 
given in Dáil Éireann in order to appreciate at first hand the importance of reopening the station 
in terms of facilitating increased numbers travelling by rail and its contribution to environmen-
tal enhancement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23332/19]

11/06/2019WRWW02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This matter is under 
consideration and my office will revert on the matter in due course.

11/06/2019WRWW02800Sports Capital Programme

11/06/2019WRWW02900793. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when the 2019 sports capital grants will be allocated; the budget allocated for the 2019 round of 
sports capital grants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23336/19]

11/06/2019WRWW03000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme closed for applications on Fri-
day 19th October last.  By that deadline, a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking a 
total of €162m in funding.  A minimum of €40m will be allocated in total.  

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January. 

619 equipment only applications were assessed next and 466 allocations with a value of 
€9.8m were announced on the 20th May.

Work is now underway in assessing the remaining applications for capital works.  

For the first time applicants who submitted incorrect documentation under this round are 
being given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. While 
there will be no undue delay in completing the assessment process, in view of the opportunity to 
correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the detailed information 
contained in each application, it is likely to take a number of months to have all applications 
assessed. Accordingly, I expect that it may be the third quarter of this year before the full set of 
allocations under this current round of the programme are announced. 

11/06/2019WRWW03100Wild Atlantic Way Project

11/06/2019WRWW03200794. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the rea-
son Grianán of Aileach in County Donegal has not been identified as a discovery point on the 
Wild Atlantic Way despite its significant tourism footfall and its close proximity to the coast. 
[23345/19]

11/06/2019WRWW03300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies primarily in the area of national 
tourism policy.  While my Department provides funding to Fáilte Ireland for investment in 
tourism development, it is not directly involved in individual tourism projects or programmes 
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such as the Wild Atlantic Way.

I believe that the north-west section of the Wild Atlantic Way and its hinterland, including 
County Donegal, has very exciting potential for tourism and I am very supportive of our tour-
ism agencies’ efforts to increase visits to the area.

With specific regard to the Grianán of Aileach, I understand that Fáilte Ireland already pro-
motes this as a “must-see” destination in the region and that it has further plans to maximise 
the potential of this ancient site.  I have asked Fáilte Ireland to respond directly to the Deputy’s 
question and to provide further detail on its current promotions and further plans for this site.  
Please contact my private office if you have not received a reply within ten working days.

11/06/2019WRWW03400Road Projects

11/06/2019WRWW03500795. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the position regarding the next phases of the N56 in County Donegal; if contractors have been 
appointed for the next sections of this national secondary road; if additional plans are being 
prepared for other sections of the N56 in addition to those parts being tendered at present; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [23362/19]

11/06/2019WRWW03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and 
construction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

11/06/2019WRWW03700Maritime Safety Regulations

11/06/2019WRWW03800796. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to update the Merchant Shipping (Investigation of Marine Casualties) Act 2000. [23382/19]

11/06/2019WRWW03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Merchant Ship-
ping (Investigation of Marine Casualties) Act 2000 dealt, in the main, with the establishment of 
the Marine Casualty Investigation Board (MCIB).  The MCIB is an independent statutory body 
whose main function, as outlined in the Act, is to investigate and publish reports into marine 
casualties that take place in relation to any vessel in Irish waters or to an Irish-registered vessel 
anywhere in the world.

The Act details how investigations are to take place and stresses that the purpose of an in-
vestigation is to establish the cause (or causes) of a marine casualty with a view to making rec-
ommendations for the avoidance of similar marine casualties.  It is not the purpose of an MCIB 
investigation to attribute blame or fault.

In order to transpose an EC Directive from 2009 (Directive 2009/18/EC establishing the 
fundamental principles governing the investigation of accidents in the maritime transport sec-
tor), the Act is to be read as modified by the provisions of Statutory Instrument 276 of 2011 (the 
European Communities (Merchant Shipping) (Investigation of Accidents) Regulations 2011) in 
relation to any accidents covered by the Directive.
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My Department will review the situation as appropriate.

11/06/2019WRWW04000Road Projects

11/06/2019WRWW04100797. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a joint 
bid to hold a fundraising event on a new road will be supported (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23410/19]

11/06/2019WRWW04200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the Na-
tional Roads Programme.  The Roads Acts 1993-2015 prescribes the roles and responsibilities 
of Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned, 
for the delivery of the National Roads Programme.  Among these roles and functions, TII and 
local authorities are responsible for the operation and management of individual national roads.   

I am supportive of this proposal and hope that the parties can work together to facilitate this 
worthwhile fundraising event.

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

11/06/2019WRWW04300Driver Licensing Exchange Agreements

11/06/2019WRWW04400798. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
a person (details supplied) was denied the ability to exchange the person’s Australian full driver 
licence for an Irish full driver licence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23435/19]

11/06/2019WRWW04500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

11/06/2019WRWW04600Road Traffic Offences

11/06/2019WRWW04700799. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 383 of 28 May 2019, if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that, on 18 April 2019, a person (details supplied) was reported as saying that gardaí 
will be issuing fixed-charge notices on the roadside as part of the Garda ACTIVE mobility 
strategy; if legislation will be needed in this instance; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [23454/19]

11/06/2019WRWW04800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Fixed Charge Notices 
(FCNs) are issued by the Fixed Charge Processing Office (FCPO) in Thurles. It is my under-
standing that the Assistant Commissioner was referring to an application, currently under trial, 
which allows a Garda member at the roadside to send electronically a notification to the FCPO 
to issue an FCN to an offender. The delivery of the FCN to that offender will continue in the 
usual manner, i.e. by post. 

The new application will therefore increase efficiency in the current system for issuing 
FCNs. This is a matter of internal Garda process and does not require a change in legislation.
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11/06/2019WRXX00200Fáilte Ireland Expenditure

11/06/2019WRXX00300800. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the funding 
provided by Fáilte Ireland to tourism providers for product development or tourism projects and 
for marketing plans and strategies since 1 January 2019, by county (details supplied); and the 
locations to which funding has been allocated. [23465/19]

11/06/2019WRXX00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies primarily in the area of national 
tourism policy.  While my Department provides funding to Fáilte Ireland for investment in tour-
ism development, it is not directly involved in the management of individual tourism projects 
and has no role in the administration of the agency’s grant programmes.

I have asked Fáilte Ireland to reply directly with the further detail sought by the Deputy with 
regard to funding allocations in the year to date.  Please contact my private office if you have 
not received a reply within ten working days.

11/06/2019WRXX00500Taxi Licences

11/06/2019WRXX00600801. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number of 
taxi licences that have been withdrawn from drivers since 2011, by year and location of licence. 
[23466/19]

11/06/2019WRXX00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The regulation of 
the small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry, including the revocation of taxi licences, is a 
matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation 
Act 2013.

I have referred your question to the NTA for direct reply to you. Please advise my private 
office if you do not receive a response within 10 working days.

11/06/2019WRXX00800Tourism Ireland Funding

11/06/2019WRXX00900802. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the funding 
provided to Tourism Ireland by year since 2009; the percentage of the funding by year provided 
by the State as opposed to the United Kingdom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23467/19]

11/06/2019WRXX01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Tourism Ireland is 
funded through the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and the Department for the 
Economy in Northern Ireland. I am advised by Tourism Ireland that the proportionate exche-
quer provision for Tourism Ireland in the years 2009 to 2019 is as follows:

Date Funding Provided Percentage
2009 €51,155,000 71.7%
2010 €48,982,000 73.4%
2011 €47,248,000 71.7%
2012 €45,831,000 72.9%
2013 €44,294,000 71.6%
2014 €42,523,000 72.6%
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2015 €40,750,000 73.8%
2016 €39,536,000 70.3%
2017 €40,307,000 75.4%
2018 €40,492,000 75.7%
2019 €47,274,000 78.4%

11/06/2019WRXX01100Roads Maintenance Funding

11/06/2019WRXX01200803. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his plans to allocate further funding for the R232 in County Donegal; if his attention has been 
drawn to the critical importance of the road (details supplied); his further plans to fund the 
road in order to bring it to the standard required; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23475/19]

11/06/2019WRXX01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local authority, 
in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads 
are funded from local authorities’ own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial 
selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.

Before the financial crisis, local authorities could apply on a regular basis for grants for 
Specific (schemes costing less than €5m) and Strategic Improvement Grants (schemes costing 
more than €5m) for the strengthening, widening or realignment of regional and local  roads.  
However, the extent of the cutbacks in grant funding during the crisis meant this grant scheme 
had to be curtailed from 2013 because expenditure on maintenance/renewal was falling well 
short of what was required to adequately maintain the regional and local road network. 

The current Capital Plan does provide for the gradual build-up in funding for the road net-
work but it will take some time yet to reach the level required even for the  basic maintenance 
and renewal of the network.  For this reason, there continues to be limited scope for funding 
new or additional projects under the Specific and Strategic Grant Programmes.  

Any projects proposed by local authorities for consideration under these Grant Programmes 
are assessed by the Department on a case-by-case basis.  All projects put forward by local au-
thorities for consideration must comply with the requirements of the Public Spending Code and 
the Department’s Capital Appraisal Framework (CAF).  Given the limited funding available 
for RLR improvement works it is important for local authorities to prioritise projects within 
their overall area of responsibility with these requirements in mind. Donegal County Council 
submitted a Preliminary Appraisal in relation to improvement works on the R232 in January 
this year. 

Grant funding of €500,000 has been allocated for the R232 in 2019 and all available 2019 
grant funding has now been allocated.  Future allocations will be considered as part of the deci-
sion making process for next year’s grant allocations. 

11/06/2019WRXX01400Roads Maintenance Funding

11/06/2019WRXX01500804. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
the funding of upgrade works on the N11 between Tallaght and Hollywood Cross; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23567/19]
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11/06/2019WRXX01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme. Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design, and upgrad-
ing of individual national roads, is a matter for TII, in conjunction with the local authorities 
concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

11/06/2019WRXX01700Autonomous Vehicles

11/06/2019WRXX01800805. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views on 
the need for legislative change to facilitate the testing of autonomous cars. [23576/19]

11/06/2019WRXX01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The field of transport 
is in the midst of what is widely acknowledged as a number of very significant changes, includ-
ing those arising from increased applications of connectivity, automation, alternative fuels, the 
shared economy and digitisation.  These in turn present opportunities but also risks. Govern-
ments and authorities worldwide are still developing their responses, taking account of the 
impacts of these changes on safety, the economy, employment, the environment, security and 
privacy (including data security).  For example, EU Member States have regular High Level 
Meetings on Connected and Autonomous Mobility (CAM), including representatives of the 
Commission and a number of industrial sectors, which my officials attend.  In turn, the Com-
mission has recently proposed a Single Platform for open road testing and pre-deployment of 
Cooperative, Connected, Automated and Autonomous Mobility (CCAM), with specialised sub-
groups of national experts on specific aspects.

We intend to lead the development of the Connected and Autonomous Mobility sector in 
Ireland with due regard to the range of important issues involved, the risks and opportunities.  
In the near term, and in the context of the Government’s new economic pathway, Future Jobs 
Ireland, we are working on guidelines for testing such vehicles, a strategic roadmap for the 
sector and an administrative review of the current road traffic legislation in relation to possible 
testing on the public road.  

Good progress has been made particularly with regard to the Guidelines for testing.  The 
outcome of the review of road traffic legislation is currently being examined to determine 
whether and what formal legal advice may be required.  The conclusion of any such legal ad-
vice, together with the results of the administrative review and any developments at EU or other 
international levels, will then inform the decision of whether amendments to the Road Traffic 
Acts are needed.

The question of what legislative change may be needed in areas which fall outside the remit 
of my Department are matters for the responsible Minister.

11/06/2019WRXX02000Concussion in Sport

11/06/2019WRXX02100806. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to implement a standardised mandatory education training programme for all sports coaches in 
respect of concussion. [23614/19]

11/06/2019WRXX02200Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
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dan Griffin): The education and training of coaches and volunteers in relation to concussion 
is a matter for the National Governing Bodies of Sport concerned, under which cognisance is 
taken of the risk profile of the particular sport concerned, that sport’s collective experience and 
the medical expertise within it.  

It is pertinent to note that there is an increasing body of research being conducted on the 
matter of concussion in sport, some of which is being conducted by international sport federa-
tions. It is the expectation of Sport Ireland and I that the guidance developed by National Gov-
erning Bodies of Sport in Ireland would accordingly continue to evolve over the coming years.

11/06/2019WRXX02300Concussion in Sport

11/06/2019WRXX02400807. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on whether there is inconsistency between the various sports in terms of concussion recovery 
time; the steps he will take to implement the roll-out of a national protocol to address the incon-
sistency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23615/19]

11/06/2019WRXX02500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): I fully recognise the importance of ensuring athlete safety. Athlete welfare is 
paramount. Various organisations have concussion and head injury guidelines for their sports, 
which stress the importance of ensuring the health and well-being of the athletes.   

However, neither I nor Sport Ireland have a statutory role or remit with regard to monitor-
ing, reviewing, or ensuring consistency between, the safety standards in use by, or applicable to, 
National Governing Bodies of Sport (NGBs). Responsibility for athlete safety and participants 
rests with the individual National Governing Bodies of Sport. The approaches taken in each 
sport in relation to concussion are accordingly a matter for the NGBs themselves with cogni-
sance being taken of the risk profile of the particular sport concerned, that sport’s collective 
experience and the medical expertise within the relevant sport. 

NGBs must, of course, abide by Health and Safety legislation and should have regard to any 
guidance issued by relevant statutory agencies. The safety of all those involved in sport is of 
paramount importance, whether as participants, competitors, spectators, volunteers or workers.

11/06/2019WRXX02600Sports Capital Programme Applications

11/06/2019WRXX02700808. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if there is an 
appeals process for clubs that were unsuccessful in the sports capital equipment funding round 
announced in May 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23670/19]

11/06/2019WRXX02800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme closed for applications on 
Friday 19th October last.  By that deadline, a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking 
a total of €162m in funding.  

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January.  

Thereafter, 619 “equipment only” applications were assessed and 466 allocations with a 
value of €9.8m were announced to these organisations in May.  
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The unsuccessful equipment only applications are now being invited to appeal the Depart-
ment’s decision if they feel the Department made a mistake in either ruling their application 
invalid or in not awarding their application a sufficiently high score to obtain a grant.  Unsuc-
cessful applicants will have 2 weeks to lodge appeals.  Officials in my Department will consider 
these appeals and make final decisions as quickly as possible.    

11/06/2019WRXX02900Rail Services Staff

11/06/2019WRXX03000809. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of fully qualified DART and diesel train drivers by gender, respectively, in Irish Rail; if 
they are DART or diesel train qualified; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23689/19]

11/06/2019WRXX03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is 
a matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for 
direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within 10 working 
days.

11/06/2019WRXX03200Ministerial Meetings

11/06/2019WRXX03300810. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when he met 
the chief executive officer of Iarnród Éireann most recently; and when he will next meet the 
CEO. [23772/19]

11/06/2019WRXX03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I last met with the 
Chair of Iarnród Éireann on 9th August 2018. I have not yet met with the current Chief Execu-
tive of Iarnród Éireann.  However, my Department has regular engagement with the company at 
all levels, including at CEO level, in relation to issues including governance, financial, invest-
ment, safety and service related issues including in relation to Brexit.  I am regularly briefed by 
my Department in relation to such issues.

11/06/2019WRXX03500Taxi Licences

11/06/2019WRXX03600811. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of licences issued for Kilkenny city and county for the purpose of providing a taxi or 
hackney service; the number approved for transport of disabled passengers; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [23806/19]

11/06/2019WRXX03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The regulation of the 
small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry, including the licensing of vehicles for this sector, 
is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) under the provisions of the Taxi Regula-
tion Act 2013.

I have referred your question to the NTA for direct reply to you. Please advise my private 
office if you do not receive a response within 10 working days.

11/06/2019WRXX03800Sports Capital Programme Applications

11/06/2019WRXX03900812. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
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the status on an application for funding from a sports organisation (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [23834/19]

11/06/2019WRXX04000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme closed for applications on 
Friday 19th October last.  By that deadline, a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking 
a total of €162m in funding.  

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January. 

619 equipment only applications were assessed next and 466 allocations with a value of 
€9.8m were announced to these organisations on the 20th May.

Work is now underway in assessing the remaining applications for capital works and the 
application referred to by the Deputy is one of these applications.  

For the first time applicants who submitted incorrect documentation under this round are 
being given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. While 
there will be no undue delay in completing the assessment process, in view of the opportunity to 
correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the detailed information 
contained in each application, it is likely to take a number of months to have all applications 
assessed. Accordingly, I expect that it may be the third quarter of this year before the full set of 
allocations under this current round of the programme are announced. 

11/06/2019WRXX04100Road Projects

11/06/2019WRXX04200813. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason the awarding of the contract for the upgrade of the Dunkettle interchange has been de-
layed; the expected cost of the project; when he expects the contract to be awarded; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [23842/19]

11/06/2019WRXX04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and 
construction of individual national road projects is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland 
(TII) in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

11/06/2019WRXX04400Sport and Recreational Development

11/06/2019WRXX04500814. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on reduced rates for children and for groups of children such as siblings in public sports 
facilities such as the National Aquatic Centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23875/19]

11/06/2019WRXX04600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Sport Ireland is the 
statutory body with responsibility for the operation of facilities at the National Sports Campus, 
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including the National Aquatic Centre. I have referred the Deputy’s question to Sport Ireland 
for direct reply on this matter. Please contact my office if a reply is not received with 10 days.

The vast majority of public sports facilities are owned and operated by Local Authorities 
and many offer reduced rates for children and other users. In the National Sports Policy 2018-
2027, the Government underlined that Local Authorities are well positioned to take a leading 
role at local level, working with Local Sports Partnerships and other relevant stakeholders to 
offer opportunities for all members of their communities to participate in sport and physical 
activity. My Department and Sport Ireland work in collaboration with Local Authorities, for 
instance at the Sports Leadership Group which includes a local government representative, the 
Chief Executive of South Dublin County Council, Mr Daniel McLoughlin.

The National Sports Policy 2018-2027 also considered the issue of access to facilities. It 
recognised that while the majority of primary schools must access a swimming pool in the com-
munity to fulfil the aquatics strand of the PE curriculum, there is no specific funding available 
to help them defray costs like transport and facility hire. In this context, the National Sports 
Policy includes an action that my Department will work with relevant stakeholders to explore 
the merits of a new programme of current sports funding under a targeted scheme to support 
schools on a sustainable basis in defraying reasonable costs  (such as necessary transport and 
facility hire) incurred in delivering the aquatics strand of the PE curriculum.

11/06/2019WRXX04700Rail Services Data

11/06/2019WRXX04800815. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the rea-
son no response has issued from the National Transport Authority to Parliamentary Question 
No. 1059 of 26 March 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24015/19]

11/06/2019WRXX04900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I have been informed 
by the National Transport Authority (NTA) that a reply dated 11th April did issue to you on the 
matter raised.  I have asked the NTA to reissue its response to you and to also inform you of any 
further developments in the interim concerning the matter raised.

Please inform my Private Office if you do not receive a reply from the NTA within 10 days.

11/06/2019WRYY00100Written Answers Nos. 816-831

Question No. 816 answered with Question No. 785.

11/06/2019WRYY00300Transport Infrastructure Provision

11/06/2019WRYY00400817. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the NTA 
has agreed with the developer of the site above the proposed Charlemont Street metro station 
to provide the underground structures needed to facilitate such a future development of its un-
derground station as per the final preferred route alignment; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24088/19]

11/06/2019WRYY00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the construction works relate to a private development being constructed by a private 
company pursuant to a planning permission granted by An Bord Pleanála. Details of that plan-
ning permission and conditions attached thereto are available to view on the website of An Bord 
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Pleanála. 

I understand that the particular development is now subject to judicial proceedings taken 
by persons against the private developer and I do not propose to comment on the matter whilst 
those proceedings are taking place. 

11/06/2019WRYY00600Dublin Bus Fleet

11/06/2019WRYY00700818. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the exact 
low emission technology for the future purchasing of Dublin buses has been determined; the 
work being prepared for the implementation of no longer purchasing diesel only buses from 
July 2019 onwards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24127/19]

11/06/2019WRYY00800819. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when he 
expects the low emission bus trials to be complete; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [24128/19]

11/06/2019WRYY00900820. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of fully electric buses being piloted as part of the low emission technology bus trials; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24129/19]

11/06/2019WRYY01000821. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of hybrid diesel buses being piloted as part of the low emission technology bus trials; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24130/19]

11/06/2019WRYY01100822. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the loca-
tions in which the low emission bus trials are taking place; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24131/19]

11/06/2019WRYY01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 818 to 822, inclusive, together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory 
responsibility for the planning and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater 
Dublin Area, including PSO bus fleet procurement. Project Ireland 2040 commits us to end the 
purchase of diesel-only buses for our urban PSO bus fleets from next month (July 2019).  To 
that end the NTA has advertised its intent to enter into a new bus purchase framework agree-
ment to purchase hybrid buses in the short term.

The medium and longer term approach to the NTA’s procurement of low-carbon buses will 
be informed by a range of matters, including the outcomes of the Low-Emission Bus Trials 
recently undertaken by my Department. Testing took place on the No. 9 route in Dublin City, 
operating from Broadstone depot and on the No. 207a route in Cork city, operating from Cap-
well depot. As part of the trial, three hybrid-electric double-deck vehicles and two full (battery) 
electric buses (single-deck) from a range of suppliers were tested. The operational phase of 
the low-emission bus trials has now concluded and the findings are currently being assessed. I 
expect that summary findings will be made available by my Department in the coming weeks.

The NTA’s procurement strategy will also be informed by the recently revised Clean Ve-
hicles Directive, which legislates at EU level for the purchase of vehicles by public authorities, 
including the purchase of public urban buses. The Directive sets procurement targets for Mem-
ber States, including for the purchase of buses. 
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I am pleased to see fulfilment of our commitment to ending the purchase of diesel-only 
buses for the urban PSO bus fleets and I am satisfied that our on-going research on the medium 
and longer term technology potential, along with EU Directive requirements, will inform the 
NTA’s approach to its bus purchase programme in the years ahead. 

11/06/2019WRYY01700Sports Capital Programme

11/06/2019WRYY01800823. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when he 
expects to make an announcement on allocations for the sports capital programme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24140/19]

11/06/2019WRYY01900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme closed for applications on 
Friday 19th October last.  By that deadline, a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking 
a total of €162m in funding.  

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January. 

619 equipment only applications were assessed next and 466 allocations with a value of 
€9.8m were announced to these organisations in May.

Work is now underway in assessing the remaining applications for capital works.  

For the first time applicants who submitted incorrect documentation under this round are 
being given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. While 
there will be no undue delay in completing the assessment process, in view of the opportunity to 
correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the detailed information 
contained in each application, it is likely to take a number of months to have all applications 
assessed. Accordingly, I expect that it may be the third quarter of this year before the full set of 
allocations under this current round of the programme are announced. 

11/06/2019WRYY02000Departmental Funding

11/06/2019WRYY02100824. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
funding available to run cabling underground on main streets of towns; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [24238/19]

11/06/2019WRYY02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and 
construction of individual national road projects is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland 
(TII) in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

The improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibil-
ity of each local authority, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 
1993. Works on those roads are funded from local authorities’ own resources supplemented by 
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State road grants.  The regional and local road grant programmes funded by my Department are 
focused on the maintenance, rehabilitation and improvement of regional and local roads. They 
do not include for the undergrounding of overhead cables which would be considered as street 
enhancement works and fall broadly within the urban amenity functions of the relevant local 
authority.

11/06/2019WRYY02300Domestic Violence Refuges Provision

11/06/2019WRYY02400825. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of women’s refuge centres in each county; the number of the centres that have capacity for 
children; the number of the centres that are suitable for individuals with disabilities in tabular 
form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23865/19]

11/06/2019WRYY02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency provides funding and coordination supports to some 59 organisations that 
deliver a range of services to victims of domestic, sexual and gender based violence throughout 
the country.

In 2019, €25.3 million is being allocated to Domestic, Sexual and Gender Based Violence 
services, an increase of €1.5 million over 2018.

I have requested Tusla to respond directly to the Deputy on the specific matters raised with 
regard to refuge centres for women.

11/06/2019WRYY02600Childcare Services

11/06/2019WRYY02700826. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the posi-
tion with regard to publishing the childminding action plan; if the concerns of a person (details 
supplied) about the impact it may have on certain childminders will receive a response; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [23265/19]

11/06/2019WRYY02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Childmind-
ing Action Plan is at an advanced stage of development, and I hope to publish the Plan shortly. 
The Plan will follow through on Government commitments made in First 5, the Whole-of-
Government Strategy for Babies, Young Children and their Families, which include commit-
ments to extend the regulation to all paid, non-relative childminders on a phased basis over the 
lifetime of the Strategy (2019-2028), building on the report of the Working Group on Reforms 
and Supports for the Childminding Sector. This extension of regulation will make National 
Childcare Scheme subsidies available to more parents and childminders.

Childminders play a central role in the provision of both early learning and care and school-
age childcare in Ireland. I can assure the Deputy, and the person whose concerns the Deputy 
has communicated, that the Childminding Action Plan will recognise the role, function and 
contribution of childminders and will facilitate their development through proportionate and 
targeted regulation.

The Childminding Action Plan will be firmly rooted in the Working Group report ‘Path-
ways to a Quality Support and Assurance System for Childminding’. I established the Working 
Group on Reforms and Supports for the Childminding Sector in 2016 and asked it to submit 
short, medium and long-term recommendations for reform and support for the childminding 
sector. The Working Group submitted its report to me in 2018, and since then officials in my 
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Department have been developing an Action Plan on the basis of the Working Group’s recom-
mendations. Like the Working Group’s report, the Action Plan will contain short, medium and 
longer-term actions.

Given the evidence on the benefits of quality childminding for children, and the continued 
support for childminding among parents, I am keen to extend regulation to allow childminders 
to take part in the National Childcare Scheme at the earliest possible opportunity. Clearly this 
requires extensive planning, consultation and a range of supports to be in place.

11/06/2019WRYY02900National LGBTI Strategy

11/06/2019WRYY03000827. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will provide a progress report on each action outlined in the LGBTI+ National Youth Strategy 
2018-2020, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23348/19]

11/06/2019WRYY03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): An implementa-
tion report of the LGBTI+ National Youth Strategy 2018-2020 will be compiled after end June 
2019, which marks the first year since publication and launch of the strategy.  It is envisaged 
that the report will be published in late quarter 3/early quarter 4 of 2019.

11/06/2019WRYY03200Homeless Persons Data

11/06/2019WRYY03300828. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
steps taken to ascertain the level of LGBT youth homelessness; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [23349/19]

11/06/2019WRYY03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): While my col-
league, the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government, has primary responsibility 
for reducing and ultimately eliminating homelessness, I am committed to helping children and 
families experiencing homelessness as part of a whole-of-Government response to this prob-
lem.

As the Deputy will be aware, children and families experiencing homelessness are sup-
ported by Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. Tusla do not gather data on sexual orientation or 
gender identity in this context. 

The LGBTI+ National Youth Strategy was published in June 2018.  It is intended to provide 
specific additional measures to support the lives of LGBTI+ young people. Goal One of the 
Strategy aims to create a safe, supportive and inclusive environment for LGBTI+ young people. 
Under this Goal a funding scheme for service providers, including some homeless services was 
available immediately following publication of the Strategy. The measure was intended to im-
prove their understanding of, and ability to engage with, LGBTI+ young people.  

In 2018 Focus Ireland received capacity grant funding from DCYA to implement evidence 
based LGBTI+ training for its staff working with young LGBTI+ people.  It had a particular 
focus on supporting those who identify as trans. 

Goal Three of the Strategy aims to better understand the lives of young LGBTI+ people to 
ensure evidence informed policy making into the future. Earlier this year my Department com-
missioned a landscape analysis of existing research and data as relevant to Irish LGBTI+ youth. 
The results of this research will be published in due course.
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Our response to homelessness overall is a test of our compassion as a society. We need to 
eliminate child and family homelessness. While we work towards this we must provide the 
assistance necessary to help these children and families live in a way that goes some way to 
addressing the challenges of the situation. 

11/06/2019WRYY03500Youth Work Projects Funding

11/06/2019WRYY03600829. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the sup-
ports and grants available to local organisations wishing to establish and run a youth centre in 
their community; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23458/19]

11/06/2019WRYY03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
administers a range of funding schemes and programmes to support the provision of youth 
services to young people throughout the country including those from disadvantaged commu-
nities. The funding schemes support national and local youth work involving approximately 
1,400 youth work staff working in youth services and communities throughout the country. 

The current allocated funding for the youth sector in 2019 is €60.4m; this represents a 2.5% 
increase on the 2018 allocation. This additional funding will be used to support programmes 
in areas where there are disadvantaged young people and where there is a pressing need for 
targeted services to meet the needs of young people.  

The Local Youth Club Grant Scheme, which supports youth work activities at a local level, 
is a part of these funding schemes.  These grants are made available to all youth clubs and 
groups through their local Education and Training Boards (ETBs). Each year, in the region of 
1,700 local youth clubs are eligible to apply under the scheme. The Scheme is intended to sup-
port the operation of volunteer-led youth projects.

As the Deputy is aware my Department is currently managing the most significant reform of 
youth services ever undertaken. This will provide an opportunity to identify need and to focus 
funding on young people most in need of intervention. 

Future development and investment in youth services will be informed by the mapping 
exercise completed in 2017, which mapped youth service provision across the State as well 
as an Area Profiling, Needs Assessment and Service Requirement tool which was designed in 
collaboration with the Education and Training Board (ETB) sector and was officially launched 
in January 2019. This mapping and tool will assist the Department and the relevant ETBs in 
developing a detailed social demographic profile in terms of both population numbers and de-
privation levels.  My Department is committed to working with ETBs to identify requirements 
in their area and facilitate decisions on service requirement by reference to evidenced need.

11/06/2019WRYY03800Adoption Services Provision

11/06/2019WRYY03900830. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her views 
on whether Tusla’s information and tracing service for adopted persons is sufficiently well re-
sourced; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23574/19]

11/06/2019WRYY04000831. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the aver-
age and longest waiting time for persons to be assigned a tracing social worker by Tusla’s adop-
tion information and tracing service by service area. [23575/19]

11/06/2019WRYY04100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
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take Questions Nos. 830 and 831 together.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, will receive Ex-
chequer funding of over €787m in 2019. This represents an increase in funding of some €34m 
over 2018, and is the fourth year in succession that Tusla has received a significant increase it 
its funding. I strongly support the work of Tusla, and I am committed to supporting the Agency 
in meeting the needs of all children and families.

Tusla operates an adoption information and tracing service at various locations throughout 
the country, as well as funding services provided by a number of adoption agencies and societ-
ies. The adoption information and tracing service oversees a broad spectrum of enquiries from 
a wide range of people, including adopted people, birth parents, adoptive parents, siblings of 
adopted people and other birth relatives and people raised in long- term foster care. The service 
operates on a limited-statutory basis within the wider legal framework of the Adoption Act 
2010 and assists each of these categories of person with their information and tracing enquiries.

As part of their Key Service Improvement Areas in 2019, Tusla has agreed to aim for a 10% 
reduction in the cases awaiting allocation for adoption information and tracing services. This 
is in the context of a dramatic increase in people seeking information or looking to trace their 
birth relatives.

Applicants seeking an Information and Tracing Service from Tusla are prioritised based 
on nationally agreed priority categories. Tusla assigns cases a priority category on receipt and 
review of the application form. Tusla has provided the data below, which represents the cur-
rent, longest waiting time for allocation to a social worker across the five Regions for Q1 2019. 
Variation in waiting times between the Regions, and across the categories is influenced by a 
number of operational and demand-led factors.

Priority category 1 is based on a National Adoption Contact Preference Register match 
(NACPR) and the age threshold of birth parent (>70years). The longest waiting times for prior-
ity category 1 are as follows:

DML - 2 months, DNE - 14 months, South East - 5 months, South West - 9 months, West - 3 
months.

Priority category 2 includes applicants with a medical condition (non-life limiting) or indi-
viduals who were previously in care. The longest waiting times for priority category 2 are as 
follows:

DML - 2 months, DNE - 24 months, South East - 8 months, South West – 1.5 months, West 
- 9 months.

General applicants are treated as priority category 3. The longest waiting times for priority 
category 3 are as follows:

DML - 3 months, DNE - 40 months, South East - 18 months, South West – 30 months, West 
- 12 months.

As data returns are collected and reported quarterly, Tusla do not calculate average waiting 
times as part of the dataset.

11/06/2019WRZZ00200Foster Care Data

11/06/2019WRZZ00300832. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the percentage 
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of children over 18 years of age who were fostered and in receipt of aftercare allowance given 
to those in college in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019. [23694/19]

11/06/2019WRZZ00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy is 
asking about an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family Agency.  I have therefore 
referred the question to Tusla, and asked them to reply directly to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRZZ00500Foster Care Data

11/06/2019WRZZ00600833. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of 
young persons placed in foster care who became homeless six and 24 months after leaving care 
in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019. [23695/19]

11/06/2019WRZZ00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy is 
asking about an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. I have therefore 
referred the question to Tusla, and asked them to reply directly to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRZZ00800Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

11/06/2019WRZZ00900834. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason there 
has been no chair of the forum established alongside the Commission of Investigation into 
Mother and Baby Homes for more than six months, no replacements for those who resigned 
and no meetings or communication; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23700/19]

11/06/2019WRZZ01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): It is important 
to be clear that the Collaborative Forum and the Commission of Investigation are two entirely 
separate processes.

The Commission of Investigation is an independent statutory investigative process.

The Collaborative Forum was established to examine ways to facilitate dialogue with for-
mer residents of Mother and Baby Homes and related institutions on issues of concern to them, 
in particular relating to health and well being supports.

In responding to the suggestion that there has been no Forum activity for over six months, 
it should be noted that I in fact met the Forum on two separate occasions in April. In addition, 
there has been correspondence with the Forum on matters relating to its first report.

Following  the delivery of the report from the Collaborative Forum, I signalled the oppor-
tunity to take some time to reflect upon the learning from the process to date.  In this way the 
mandate of the Forum can be refined to further enhance the engagement with former residents 
of the institutions involved. The Forum itself also suggested a revisiting of these matters. I am 
currently examining how best to conduct a focused interim evaluation which involves the Fo-
rum members. 

The Chair had signalled his intention to step down once the report from the Forum had been 
finalised. The recommendations of the report were published in April following their consider-
ation by Government. I am actively considering a suitable appointment to the role of Chairper-
son to ensure the process continues to be effectively supported.

In line with the Government’s response to the Forum’s recommendations, a number of ac-
tions, including a comprehensive analysis of all of the Forum’s recommendations by relevant 
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departments, continue to be developed.

My officials will be in further contact with Forum members shortly to update them on these 
developments and make arrangements for the next meeting.

11/06/2019WRZZ01100Garda Vetting

11/06/2019WRZZ01200835. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her attention 
has been drawn to the dispute between Tusla and the Garda National Vetting Bureau which is 
causing delays in persons obtaining Garda clearance; the reason for the dispute; when it is likely 
to be resolved; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23719/19]

11/06/2019WRZZ01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Garda vetting 
in Ireland is governed by the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Acts 
2012 to 2016 which fall under the remit of my colleague the Minister for Justice and Equality. 

The National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Acts 2012 to 2016 provide 
a legislative basis for the mandatory vetting of persons who wish to undertake certain work or 
activities relating to children or vulnerable persons or to provide certain services to children or 
vulnerable persons.  Garda vetting is conducted in respect of any person who is carrying out 
work or activity, a necessary and regular part of which consists mainly of the person having 
access to, or contact with, children or vulnerable persons.

Under the Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016 and the Child 
Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) (Registration of School Age Services) Regulations 2018, 
registered owners/ board members and/ or managers of early years and school age services are 
required to submit Garda vetting disclosures to the Child and Family Agency (Tusla) when 
making an application for registration. My Department has been advised by the Tusla Early 
Years Inspectorate that the National Vetting Bureau has confirmed that there is no provision in 
the relevant legislation to conduct vetting in respect of such persons where that person is not 
engaged in relevant work or activities as defined in the legislation.  Where such persons clearly 
state on their application for vetting that they have regular access to children as part of their 
duties, the National Vetting Bureau will process such applications.

Engagement is ongoing between officials from my Department, Tusla and officials from the 
Department of Justice and Equality in relation to this matter.  Tusla has put in place a number 
of interim measures in response to this issue.  For example, they have issued a notice to all 
early learning and care and school age services advising that such persons, who have not been 
processed for vetting by the National Vetting Bureau but have regular access to and contact 
with children, should submit a new vetting application expressly clarifying that they have such 
contact with children. Furthermore, they have notified all services that such persons, who have 
access to and contact with children and who have been refused vetting, should not be allowed 
to carry out their duties when children are present.

Garda vetting is just one of the tools designed to protect children.  The Children First Act 
2015 promotes the protection of children from abuse and neglect, by setting out what persons 
and organisations need to do to keep children safe, and how to deal with concerns that a child 
may have been, is being, or is at risk of being abused or neglected.  For example, all persons 
running a registered early learning and care service and those employed in them as childcare 
staff are mandated persons under the Act.  Providers of relevant services to children must also 
undertake a comprehensive risk assessment of their services and prepare a Child Safeguard-
ing Statement, which is a written statement that specifies the service being provided and the 
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principles and procedures to be observed in order to ensure, as far as practicable, that a child 
availing of the service is safe from harm.  

A Children First Inter-Departmental Implementation Group (CFIDIG) with membership 
from all Government Departments, the Health Service Executive, An Garda Síochána and Tus-
la, provides a forum for members to raise child welfare and protection issues of general concern 
or with a cross-departmental or cross-sectoral dimension.

The National Early Years Children First Committee, established by my Department in 2013, 
is currently rolling out the 2019/20 Child Protection Plan. 62 Children First trainers are in place 
and are working to deliver training to early years childcare services on their requirements under 
the Children First legislation.  To date more than 15,000 early learning and care workers have 
received training.  

Furthermore, my Department provides funding to both Early Childhood Ireland and Bar-
nardos on the agreement that they act as an “authorised signatory’ to process Garda vetting 
applications on behalf of the sector.

11/06/2019WRZZ01400Foster Care Expenditure

11/06/2019WRZZ01500836. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount 
Tusla is paying to an organisation (details supplied) for each child it places in a foster home. 
[23720/19]

11/06/2019WRZZ01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy is 
asking about an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. I have therefore 
referred the question to Tusla, and asked them to reply directly to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRZZ01700Childcare Services Regulation

11/06/2019WRZZ01800837. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her at-
tention has been drawn to the fact that the new regulations which came into force in February 
2019 are causing difficulties for childcare providers and leading to the closure of after-school 
facilities for children over eight years of age; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[23738/19]

11/06/2019WRZZ01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Child Care 
Act 1991 (Early Years Services) (Registration of School Age Services) Regulations 2018, which 
came into force in February 2019, enable us to begin the long sought-after quality assurance of 
school-age childcare services.

In setting regulatory requirements, the primary consideration must be children’s health, 
safety and well-being.  These were the primary factors considered when setting a minimum 
1:12 adult-to-child ratio in the new Regulations for school-age childcare. The 1:12 ratio was 
selected following consultation with an expert group on school-age childcare standards.  The 
Group included representatives from DCYA, National Childhood Network, Early Childhood 
Ireland, Barnardos, Children’s Rights Alliance, Better Start, Childcare Committees Ireland, 
Irish Primary Principals Network, Childminding Ireland, National Parents Council, Quality 
Development of Out of School Services, Tusla, PLÉ and the Department of Education and 
Skills among its members. The working group report that was submitted to my Department in 
2018 recommended a ratio of 1 adult to 11 children. A 1:8 ratio was recommended in a 2005 
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working-group report. My Department ultimately decided on a 1:12 ratio.

I do not expect to see an overall reduction in the number of school-age childcare places as a 
result of the new Regulations. In setting the ratio requirement, current practice was considered; 
while some providers have until now operated higher ratios than 1:12, the evidence suggests 
that a majority have operated lower ratios. The 1:12 ratio requirement is close to the expert 
group recommendation, and while some individual services may have to recruit additional staff 
or reduce places (if they choose to keep their staffing level constant), this will not be true for all 
school-age childcare services. 

Indeed, initial data  available to my Department indicates an increase in the number of 
services offering  school-age childcare. This demonstrates that various policy initiatives to en-
courage additional capacity in school age childcare are working. As of 5th June, 338  “stand-
alone” school-age childcare services (i.e. services that only provide  school-age childcare) had 
applied for registration with Tusla, an increase on the  235 such services previously known to 
DCYA, Tusla and the City/County Childcare  Committees. These services are in addition to the 
approximately 1,600 Early Learning and Care services that also provide school-age childcare. 

To give service providers time to adjust to the new requirement I made a decision earlier this 
year, following discussions with sector representatives,  to delay the date on which the 1:12 ra-
tio comes into force by 6 months, from 18th February to 18th August 2019. This decision recog-
nised the difficulty for providers of adjusting their staffing ratio in the middle of the school year. 
If, in spite of the adjustment period for service providers, any parent finds it difficult securing 
a school-age childcare place for September, they should contact their local City/County Child-
care Committee, which is available to support parents to locate childcare within their locality. 
Local contact details for City/County Childcare Committees can be found at www.myccc.ie.

The 1:12 ratio enables services to make a reasonable profit given that wages in the sector 
average at €12 per hour and pay costs are services’ largest overhead. It should also be possible 
for services to recruit additional staff for school age childcare given that half of the sector work 
part-time only (ECCE hours and weeks) and many of these should be available to work addi-
tional hours.

The introduction of Regulations for school-age childcare is a new and important develop-
ment. While the Regulations introduced this year are limited in scope, I intend to introduce 
comprehensive Regulations that build on the initial Regulations as well as on the recommenda-
tions made by the standards working group.

Public consultation is built into the process of developing these comprehensive Regulations 
for school-age childcare. On May 21st my Department launched the public consultation process. 
The consultation comprises an open call for submissions and an online public survey which are 
open until 5th July, as well as a focus group session with School Age Childcare Providers and 
an Open Policy Debate, both of which are taking place in June. Further information and links to 
the online survey and call for submissions can be found on my Department’s website. 

I am delighted to state that the  2019 School Age Childcare Capital Scheme that I announced 
this week is expected to create approximately 2,300 new places nationally before the end of the 
year.  

11/06/2019WRZZ02000Children in Care

11/06/2019WRZZ02100838. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of children in care who do not have a social worker. [23762/19]
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11/06/2019WRZZ02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I wish to advise 
the Deputy that Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, publishes data periodically in relation to 
children in care. 

At the end of March, the most recent date for which figures are available, there were a total 
of 6,005 children in care. Of these, 669, or 11% were awaiting the allocation of a social worker. 

I am informed by Tusla that a case awaiting allocation may be listed as ‘active on duty’. 
Tusla indicate that this may include checking with professionals who see the child regularly, or 
visiting the child and family at home, getting additional information about the child’s situation 
and, in some instances where a child is in care, organising a Care Plan Review and visiting the 
child.

11/06/2019WRZZ02300Child and Family Agency Staff

11/06/2019WRZZ02400839. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the average 
post-qualification experience of each social worker under the remit of Tusla. [23763/19]

11/06/2019WRZZ02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As this is an 
operational matter for Tusla I have asked my officials to forward this question to Tusla for a 
direct response to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRZZ02600Children in Care

11/06/2019WRZZ02700840. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when the 
transfer of the registration and inspection functions for non-statutory children’s residential cen-
tres from Tusla to the chief inspector in HIQA will take place. [23764/19]

11/06/2019WRZZ02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Health In-
formation and Quality Authority (HIQA) inspects children’s residential care services provided 
by Tusla, monitoring these settings against the National Standards for Children’s Residential 
Services, and relevant regulations.

Where a children’s residential centre is not operated directly by Tusla but by a voluntary 
organisation or private agency, Tusla are currently responsible for that centre’s monitoring and 
registration.

My officials have been working with Tusla and HIQA to draft new regulations which will 
give HIQA responsibility for the registration and inspection of private and voluntary centres in 
addition to Tusla-operated centres.

This will require the designation of such private and voluntary centres as “designated cen-
tres” under the Health Act 2007.

Before the inspection and registration functions can be transferred to HIQA, it will be nec-
essary to amend the Health Act 2007 so as to allow for temporary registration of designated 
centres. This is essential to maintain Tusla’s flexibility in providing appropriate placements 
for children placed in emergency situations. (Such placements can be accommodated under 
the Child Care Act 1991 at present.) Work is ongoing in the Department of Health to draft this 
amendment.

It is not possible at this time to put a timeline on when this will take place.
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11/06/2019WRZZ02900Child Safety

11/06/2019WRZZ03000841. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
when she will implement the recommendations of a report (details supplied). [24149/19]

11/06/2019WRZZ03100842. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
she will provide a list of child contact centres in tabular form. [24150/19]

11/06/2019WRZZ03200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 841 and 842 together.

The Final Evaluation of the Barnardos/One Family Pilot Child Contact Centre Report rec-
ommended an integrated response by my Department and the Department of Justice and Equal-
ity.  It is my belief that this is the best approach to progress the recommendations.  

I can advise that officials from my Department have come together with colleagues in the 
Department of Justice and Equality to jointly look at the implementation of the recommenda-
tions of the report.      

In preparation for the work of the Group, officials in my Department are finalising a scoping 
exercise to establish the current provision of family contact services. 

To date this has included reviewing:

- evaluations and recommendations relating to family contact services;

- family contact services available in other jurisdictions;

- the services currently offered at Family Resource Centres;

- information from other service providers relating to the needs of children and families 
and consultation with individuals who are / have been working directly in family contact ser-
vices.

My officials are in contact with the Department of Justice and Equality with a view to share 
the findings of the review and to plan next steps. 

11/06/2019WRZZ03400Child Safety

11/06/2019WRZZ03500843. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
she will reinstate funding to a project (details supplied); and the reason the funding was with-
drawn from same. [24151/19]

11/06/2019WRZZ03600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Barnardos/
One Family Child Contact project was a pilot which was funded for its duration.  

The Final Evaluation of the Barnardos/One Family Pilot Child Contact Centre Report rec-
ommended an integrated response by my Department and the Department of Justice and Equal-
ity.  It is my belief that this is the best approach to progress the recommendations.  

I can advise the Deputy that officials from my Department have come together with col-
leagues in the Department of Justice and Equality to jointly look at the implementation of the 
recommendations of the report.      

In preparation for the work of the Group, officials in my Department are finalising a scoping 
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exercise to establish the current provision of family contact services.  

To date this has included reviewing:

- evaluations and recommendations relating to family contact services;

- family contact services available in other jurisdictions;

- the services currently offered at Family Resource Centres;

- information from other service providers relating to the needs of children and familie 
and consultation with individuals who are/have been working directly in  family contact ser-
vices. 

My officials are in contact with the Department of Justice and Equality with a view to share 
the findings of the review and to plan next steps.   

11/06/2019WRZZ03700Childcare Services Funding

11/06/2019WRZZ03800844. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the funding 
options available for childcare providers (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [24181/19]

11/06/2019WRZZ03900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): A key priority 
for me as Minister for Children and Youth Affairs is to support the Early Learning and Care and 
School Age Childcare sector through the provision of capital funding where it is most needed.  

I have allocated significant funding in recent years for this purpose and for improving the 
quality of infrastructure nationwide.

In 2019, I have secured an Early Learning and Care and School Age Capital budget 
of €6.1m for the sector which will enable a focus on increasing the number of places available.

This funding is to be delivered in three strands, as follows:

 - €4.23m will be available under Strand A, which will offer grants of up to €50,000 to early 
learning and care providers for the creation of new places for 0-3 year-olds where demand for 
these is clearly evidenced.

 - €875,000 will be available under Strand B, which will offer individual grants of up 
to €15,000 to aid community/not-for-profit early learning and care services in addressing fire 
safety issues.

 - Finally there will be €1m for Strand C, which will offer individual grants of up to €20,000 to 
school age childcare providers for the creation of new school age places where demand for 
these is clearly demonstrated.

Appraisals for 2019 Early Learning and Care and School Age Capital programmes are near 
completion with funding decisions expected to be announced within coming weeks.  There will 
be no further Capital programmes in 2019.

Although both Community and Private services play a vital role in their communities, fi-
nancial supports are currently targeted at the Community Sector. It is unfortunately not possible 
for my Department to provide direct financial assistance to private childcare services at present. 
I would recommend that the service contact Pobal immediately. Pobal have a dedicated team 
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that assess services facing crisis situations and are able to provide non-financial assistance or 
support.

Planning for 2020’s Capital offering is currently underway and the details of this will be 
communicated to providers in due course. The service may be able to apply for this funding 
next year when details are announced.

11/06/2019WRZZ04000Child Abuse Reports

11/06/2019WRZZ04100845. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the status of 
the response of Tusla to the findings of the HIQA investigation into the way in which it manages 
child sexual abuse referrals against adults of concern, published in June 2018 (details supplied). 
[24201/19]

11/06/2019WRZZ04200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In 2018, HIQA 
published a report that was carried out at my direction, namely the “Report of the investigation 
into the management of child sexual abuse against adults of concern by the Child and Family 
Agency (Tusla) upon the direction of the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs”.  

The report included a recommendation that Tusla would review the findings of the report 
and, produce an action plan.  Tusla’s strategic action plan contains 46 proposed discrete initia-
tives under nine themes to support the operational outcomes. This plan was approved by the 
Tusla Board and it was published on its website in November 2018. The current version, up-
dated in line with the recommendation, represents the position as at April 2019 and includes 
comments on more recent achievements.  Tusla’s 2019 business plan includes key deliverables 
from the strategic action plan.

I established an Expert Assurance Group (EAG) to, amongst other things, monitor the prog-
ress of Tusla’s action plan. I receive reports from the EAG which are published on my Depart-
ment’s website. The EAG has noted that Tusla has expended a considerable amount of time 
and resources responding to the key issues from the report. I have been advised by the Expert 
Assurance Group that the actions addressing the findings of the report and to improve services 
are well underway, and Tusla has the requisite mechanisms in place to monitor their implemen-
tation. The next meeting of the EAG is scheduled to take place on 12th June 2019.

11/06/2019WRZZ04300Child Abuse

11/06/2019WRZZ04400846. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the way in 
which Tusla is managing and retaining information in respect of adults of concern and adults 
who make retrospective referrals of abuse to its social work services. [24202/19]

11/06/2019WRZZ04500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy 
refers to data protection practices, which are an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and 
Family Agency. I have therefore written to Tusla, and asked that they provide a direct response 
to the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRZZ04600Child Abuse

11/06/2019WRZZ04700847. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of retrospective disclosures awaiting allocation of a social worker; if this number includes re-
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cent referrals of historical abuse referred by an organisation (details supplied) as highlighted in 
recent media reports; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24203/19]

11/06/2019WRZZ04800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I can advise the 
Deputy that Tusla - Child and Family Agency, publishes monthly figures on the number of cases 
of retrospective abuse which are currently awaiting allocation to a social worker. At the end of 
March, the most recent date for which data is available, there were 1,463 retrospective cases 
waiting to be allocated to a social worker, out of a total of 2,824 open cases. 

I have written to Tusla to ask that a direct response be provided to the Deputy in relation to 
the organisation in question.

11/06/2019WRAAA00200Departmental Funding

11/06/2019WRAAA00300848. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
volume of funding by county allocated across funding programmes since the inception of his 
Department (details supplied). [23468/19]

11/06/2019WRAAA00400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): In order to 
provide the data requested, given the volume involved, I am arranging for the total funding al-
located by county and details of individual allocations in each county, since the establishment 
of my Department in 2017 to date, to be forwarded to the Deputy separately.  

11/06/2019WRAAA00500CLÁR Programme

11/06/2019WRAAA00600849. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the funding allocated for the CLÁR programme in 2019; the expenditure to date under each 
scheme by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23508/19]

11/06/2019WRAAA00700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The CLÁR 
programme provides funding for small scale infrastructural projects in disadvantaged rural ar-
eas that have experienced significant levels of de-population. Since I relaunched the programme 
in 2016, more than 1,200 projects have been approved funding of almost €27 million.

I launched the 2019 CLÁR programme on 28 February last, with an indicative allocation of 
€5 million.  Applications were invited under three separate measures: 

Measure 1:  Support for “School and Community Safety Measures”,

Measure 2:  Support for “Play Areas and Multi-Use Games Areas”, and

Measure 3:  Funding for “Community Wellbeing Support” .

Community Wellbeing Support covers the provision of equipment and vehicles for volun-
tary first-response organisations, as well as the provision of specialist vehicles to bring people 
to cancer-care centres and other community-care services.  The measure will also provide fund-
ing for sensory gardens.  

The closing date for the 2019 CLÁR programme was the 30th April, and almost 500 appli-
cations were received by my Department. 

My officials are currently assessing all of the applications received. 
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11/06/2019WRAAA00800Community Services Programme

11/06/2019WRAAA00900850. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
documentation, including a business case plan, submitted as part of an application by an organi-
sation (details supplied) in County Donegal has been received; if his attention has been drawn 
to the need for these additional posts to be allocated in order to ensure that the organisation can 
deliver these initiatives; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23541/19]

11/06/2019WRAAA01000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Com-
munity Services Programme (CSP) supports around 400 community organisations to provide 
local services through a social enterprise model, with funding provided as a fixed annual contri-
bution to the cost of a manager and an agreed number of full-time equivalent (FTE) positions.  
Some €46m is available under the programme in 2019.  

The organisation in question receives funding under the CSP as a contribution towards the 
cost of two FTEs.  It sought additional support for a manager post and additional FTEs as part of 
the normal CSP Re-contracting Process in 2018.  While the application did not demonstrate suf-
ficient need for the additional support sought at the time, the organisation was given a one-year 
contract at existing levels with an opportunity to submit a revised business plan in 2019 to sup-
port its application for additional support.  

A revised business plan was received by Pobal toward the end of May.  It will be assessed 
against the normal CSP eligibility criteria, including the likely impact that the additional sup-
port sought will have for the community.  I expect Pobal to complete its assessment and submit 
a recommendation to my Department for decision before end-June 2019.

11/06/2019WRAAA01100Voluntary Sector Funding

11/06/2019WRAAA01200851. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment his plans to provide funding to an organisation (details supplied) to establish a full volun-
teer centre for County Kilkenny in line with its proposals outlined in the successful application; 
the funding process and timeframe for delivery by the organisation of the volunteer centre; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [23808/19]

11/06/2019WRAAA01300Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): My Department’s community and voluntary supports and programmes unit 
provides a cohesive framework of support for the community and voluntary sector. €3.5 million 
is being provided in 2019 under this programme to support 21 Volunteer Centres, eight Volun-
teering Information Services in areas not served by a full Volunteer Centres and a number of 
volunteer-supporting organisations.

The Dormant Accounts Fund Action Plan 2018 included the provision of €1.2 million to 
upgrade the eight Volunteering Information Services, including Kilkenny Volunteering Infor-
mation Service, to full Volunteer Centres in order to provide a consistent level of volunteering 
service nationwide. My Department has been reviewing the options associated with the roll out 
of this initiative, including ongoing funding supports and the structure under which the new 
Volunteer Centres might be established.  My Department will engage with the eight Volunteer-
ing Information Services shortly following due consideration of all the issues. 

11/06/2019WRAAA01400Local Development Companies Funding
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11/06/2019WRAAA01500852. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 278 of 18 April 2019, the amount paid out to date of the 
amount allocated to each local authority and LDC to community groups in each such year based 
on the latest data; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24133/19]

11/06/2019WRAAA01600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I refer to 
the reply to question No. 278 of 18 April 2019 which provided information on the amounts al-
located to each local authority area for the schemes and years referenced. 

The 2017 and 2018 amounts have issued from this Department to the Local Community 
Development Committees (LCDCs) that administer the schemes. The 2019 amounts will issue 
during quarter 3 of this year.

A list of approved projects  for 2017 and 2018 was provided in the previous response, how-
ever, a list of the amounts paid out by the LCDCs to community groups is not yet available.  To 
allow community groups time to complete the work necessary to draw down the funding, an 
extension to end June 2019 has been provided for use of these funds.  In July, the Department 
will compile a list of the payments provided by LCDCs to community groups.  A copy will be 
provided to the Deputy at that stage

A copy of the response to the previous question (No. 278 of 18 April 2019) is provided for 
completeness.

Response to previous question (No. 278 of 18 April 2019) 

The nationwide re-cast RAPID programme and the Communities Facilities Scheme were 
launched for the first time in 2017.  €65,000 was allocated to and paid to each local authority 
area under each scheme, a total of €130,000 for each area and €4m across the country.

In 2018, these two programmes were replaced by the Community Enhancement Pro-
gramme (CEP), which received total funding of €13m in 2018, including €0.5m that was ring-
fenced for Men’s Sheds. The 2019 CEP has recently been launched with funding of €4.5m. 
The amount allocated to each local authority area is shown in the following table for 2018 and 
2019. The 2018 amounts have been paid out by this Department. The 2019 amounts have not 
yet been paid out.

All of these three programmes were administered by Local Community Development Com-
mittees (LCDCs), with support from the local authorities. Local Development Committees 
(LDCs) were not involved in that process.

Lists of approved projects under the 2017 Communities Facilities Scheme, the 2017 RAPID 
programme, and the 2018 CEP are provided in the below links. In some cases there is a delay 
in drawdown of this funding by community groups, for example, due to a delay in completing 
the approved work. This causes a delay in having final figures for some areas. The Department 
has written to the LCDC in each area asking for confirmation of final amounts provided to com-
munity groups and will provide this to the Deputy when it is available. It is not anticipated that 
there will be any significant difference between the amounts paid out by the Department to each 
LCDC/LA and the amounts paid out by that LCDC/LA to community groups.

Local Authority area 2018 CEP Allocation 2019 CEP Allocation
Carlow €259,285 €134,206
Cavan €274,141 €134,757
Clare €336,239 €139,257
Cork City €472,567 €149,241
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Local Authority area 2018 CEP Allocation 2019 CEP Allocation
Cork €650,400 €160,762
Donegal €632,449 €159,461
Dublin City €1,364,607 €212,306
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown €369,788 €142,108
Fingal €493,131 €150,521
Galway City €233,676 €132,455
Galway €397,778 €143,401
Kerry €382,630 €142,409
Kildare €468,672 €148,013
Kilkenny €289,901 €136,319
Laois €294,177 €136,524
Leitrim €189,068 €129,223
Limerick €542,485 €152,942
Longford €234,155 €132,385
Louth €418,627 €145,542
Mayo €425,542 €145,203
Meath €393,662 €142,893
Monaghan €238,172 €132,571
Offaly €322,142 €138,550
Roscommon €248,252 €133,301
Sligo €263,402 €134,084
South Dublin €750,743 €169,399
Tipperary €486,017 €149,690
Waterford €402,777 €144,499
Westmeath €303,516 €136,571
Wexford €494,079 €150,065
Wicklow €367,921 €141,343
Total €13,000,000 €4,500,000
Details on approved projects for the 2017 Communities Facilities Fund are on the following 

link:

  https://drcd.gov.ie/community/communities-facilities-scheme/

Details on approved projects for the 2017 RAPID programme are on the following link:

  https://drcd.gov.ie/revitalising-areas-by-planning-investment-and-development-rapid/

Details on approved projects for the 2018 Community Enhancement Programme are on the 
following link:

  https://drcd.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/CEP-Jan-2019-Project-approvals.pdf

Details on approved projects for the 2018 Men’s Shed fund (under the Community En-
hancement Programme) are on the following link:

  https://drcd.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/Mens-Sheds-Funding-Jan-2019.pdf 
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11/06/2019WRAAA01700Departmental Funding

11/06/2019WRAAA01800853. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the funding provided to agricultural and industrial shows (details supplied) in County Roscom-
mon in each of the years 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24154/19]

11/06/2019WRAAA01900854. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the funding provided to agricultural and industrial shows for 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019 
by county in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24155/19]

11/06/2019WRAAA02000855. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the funding provided for an agricultural show (details supplied) in County Galway for 2015 to 
2018 and to date 2019. [24156/19]

11/06/2019WRAAA02100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 853 to 855, inclusive, together.

In December 2017, I first announced an allocation of funding of €812,000 to the Irish Shows 
Association to support almost 120 agricultural shows around the country which were due to 
take place in 2018.  This was intended to be a once-off payment, in recognition of the difficul-
ties which many shows had experienced in previous years due to bad weather and increased 
insurance costs.  Each show was eligible to receive up to €7,000 from the Government in an ef-
fort to support these important rural community events. The investment was carried out through 
the Irish Shows Association and the recipients were all members of that Association.

Having seen the positive impact of the investment in the shows and having regard to the 
funding available within my Department, in August 2018 I announced a further allocation of 
€600,000 to the Irish Shows Association to support shows due to take place in 2019.  Each show 
was eligible to receive up to €5,000 from this allocation. 

Funding for Agricultural shows is provided on an exceptional basis and depends on the 
availability of funding in my Department’s overall budget from year to year.

The following table outlines the funding allocated to Agricultural Shows via the Irish Shows 
Association for 2018 and 2019, by county.

County Name of Show Grant Amount for 
Shows in 2018 

Grant Amount for 
Shows in 2019

Carlow Tullow €7,000 €5,000
Cavan Arva €7,000 €5,000
Cavan Virginia €7,000 €5,000
Clare Clarecastle €7,000 €5,000
Clare Corofin €7,000 €5,000
Clare Ennistymon €7,000 €5,000
Clare Kildysart €7,000 €5,000
Clare Kilrush €7,000 €5,000
Clare Mullagh €7,000 €5,000
Clare Newmarket-on-

Fergus
€7,000 €5,000

Clare Scariff €7,000 €5,000
Clare Bridgetown €7,000 €5,000
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County Name of Show Grant Amount for 
Shows in 2018 

Grant Amount for 
Shows in 2019

Cork Ballygarvan €7,000 €5,000
Cork  Ballyvourney/

Coolea
€7,000 €5,000

Cork Bandon €7,000 €5,000
Cork Bantry €7,000 €5,000
Cork Barryroe €7,000 €5,000
Cork Belgooly €7,000 €5,000
Cork Carbery/Skibbereen €7,000 €5,000
Cork Charleville €7,000 €5,000
Cork Clonakilty €7,000 €5,000
Cork Cork Summer Show €7,000 €5,000
Cork Dunmanway €7,000 €5,000
Cork Inniscarra €7,000 €5,000
Cork Leap €7,000 €5,000
Cork Midleton €7,000 €5,000
Cork National Dairy Show  N/A €3,000
Cork Schull €7,000 €5,000
Cork West Cork Horse 

Breeders
€7,000 €5,000

Donegal Adrara €7,000 €5,000
Donegal Ballyshannon €7,000 €5,000
Donegal Clonmany €7,000 €5,000
Donegal Finn Valley €7,000 €5,000
Donegal Glencolmcille €7,000 €5,000
Donegal Inishowen €7,000 €5,000
Donegal Meenacross €7,000 €5,000
Dublin Flavours of Fingal 

Show
€7,000 €5,000

Dublin Irish Pony Breeders 
Show

  N/A €3,000

Dublin Skerries (Irish As-
sociation Of Welsh 
Pony & Cob Society 
Show )

€3,500  N/A

Galway Ardrahan €7,000 €5,000
Galway Athenry €7,000 €5,000
Galway Ballinasloe €7,000 €5,000
Galway Ballyconneely Agri 

Show
€7,000 €5,000

Galway Ballyconneely Per-
formance Show

  N/A €3,000

Galway Cashel €7,000 €5,000
Galway Clare Galway Show   N/A €5,000
Galway Clifden €7,000 €5,000
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County Name of Show Grant Amount for 
Shows in 2018 

Grant Amount for 
Shows in 2019

Galway Connemara Perfor-
mance Show

€3,500 €3,000

Galway Corradulla €7,000 €5,000
Galway Galway €7,000 €5,000
Galway Glenamaddy €7,000 €5,000
Galway Gort €7,000 €5,000
Galway Loughrea €7,000 €5,000
Galway Maam Cross Show   N/A €3,000
Galway Mountbellew €7,000 €5,000
Galway Oughterard €7,000 €5,000
Galway Roundstone €7,000 €5,000
Galway Seo Chapallini Car-

raroe
€7,000 €5,000

Galway Taispenatas Cois 
Fharraige (Spideal)

€7,000 €5,000

Kerry Blennerville Pony 
Society 

€7,000 €5,000

Kerry Dingle €7,000 €5,000
Kerry Glencar €7,000 €5,000
Kerry Kerry Bog Pony 

Show
€7,000 €2,500

Kerry Kilgarvan €7,000 €5,000
Kerry South Kerry Plough-

ing
€7,000  N/A

Kerry Kingdom Co Fair 
Tralee 

€7,000 €5,000

Kildare Marina Fay Minature 
Show

€3,500 €5,000

Kildare Newbridge College 
Show

€3,500 €3,000

Kilkenny Ballyfoyle Show   N/A €3,000
Kilkenny Black & Amber 

Welsh Pony Show
  N/A €3,000

Kilkenny Castlegannon €7,000 €5,000
Kilkenny Iverk (Piltown) €7,000 €5,000
Kilkenny Thomastown €7,000 €5,000
Laois Clonaslee €7,000 €5,000
Leitrim Ballinamore €7,000 €5,000
Leitrim Jamestown €7,000 €5,000
Leitrim Manorhamilton €7,000 €5,000
Leitrim Mohill €7,000 €5,000
Limerick Cappamore €7,000 €5,000
Limerick Newcastlewest €7,000 €5,000
Limerick Limerick €7,000 €5,000
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County Name of Show Grant Amount for 
Shows in 2018 

Grant Amount for 
Shows in 2019

Longford Ballinalee €7,000 €5,000
Longford Granard €7,000 €5,000
Longford Longford €7,000 €5,000
Louth Dundalk (Louth 

County Show)
€7,000 €5,000

Mayo Ballinrobe €7,000 €5,000
Mayo Ballina €7,000 €5,000
Mayo Bonniconlon €7,000 €5,000
Mayo Claremorris €7,000 €5,000
Mayo Crossmolina €7,000  N/A
Mayo Erris €7,000 €5,000
Mayo Louisbergh €7,000 €5,000
Mayo Swinford €7,000 €5,000
Mayo Westport €7,000 €5,000
Meath North East Conne-

mara Pony Breeders
€3,500 €5,000

Meath Ballivor €7,000 €5,000
Meath Nobber Show and 

Fair
  N/A €3,000

Meath Oldcastle €7,000 €5,000
Meath Tatersall Show   N/A €3,000
Meath Trim €7,000 €5,000
Monaghan Tydavnet €7,000 €5,000
Monahan Castleblanney €7,000 €5,000
Offaly Mount Brisco Rare 

Breed
€3,500 €2,500

Offaly Tullamore €7,000 €5,000
Roscommon Castlerea €7,000 €5,000
Roscommon Elphin €7,000 €5,000
Roscommon Roscommon €7,000 €5,000
Roscommon Strokestown €7,000 €5,000
Roscomon Boyle Summer Show €7,000 €5,000
Sligo Beltra €7,000 €5,000
Sligo Enniscrone €7,000 €5,000
Sligo Grange €7,000 €5,000
Sligo Riverstown €7,000 €5,000
Sligo Strandhill €7,000 €5,000
Tipperary Bansha €7,000 €5,000
Tipperary Clonmel €7,000 €5,000
Tipperary Nenagh €7,000 €5,000
Waterford Dungarvan €7,000 €5,000
Westmeath Athlone €7,000 €5,000
Westmeath Midland CP Breed-

ers
€7,000 €5,000
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County Name of Show Grant Amount for 
Shows in 2018 

Grant Amount for 
Shows in 2019

Westmeath Moate €7,000 €5,000
Westmeath Mullingar €7,000 €5,000
Wexford Adamstown €7,000 €5,000
Wexford Bannow & Rathan-

gan
€7,000 €5,000

Wexford Gorey €7,000 €5,000
Wicklow Carnew €7,000 €5,000
Wicklow Kilmacanogue €7,000 €5,000
Wicklow Tinahely €7,000 €5,000
 Total Funding €812,000 €600,000

11/06/2019WRAAA02400Living Wage Introduction

11/06/2019WRAAA02500856. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her views on implementing a living wage; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [23398/19]

11/06/2019WRAAA02600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Legislation in relation to the setting of the National Minimum Wage has existed since 2000.  
The Low Pay Commission was established in 2015 and its primary function is, on an annual 
basis, to examine and make recommendations on the national minimum wage, with a view to 
providing for adjustments which do not impact negatively on jobs or competitiveness.  The 
Commission thus takes an evidence-based approach to its recommendations, having regard to 
changes in earnings, productivity, overall competitiveness and the likely impact any adjustment 
will have on employment and unemployment levels.  

Since its establishment the Commission has submitted recommendations on the appropri-
ate rate of the National Minimum Wage for 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019. The Commission’s 
recommendations, for increases of 50 cent in 2016, 10 cent in 2017, 30 cent in 2018 and 25 
cent in 2019 have all been accepted by Government and represent an increase in the National 
Minimum Wage of 13.3% since 2015. With effect from 1 January 2019 the current rate of the 
National Minimum Wage is €9.80 per hour.

The most recent figures published by Eurostat (January 2019) show that Ireland has the 
second highest national minimum wage of any country in the EU at €1,656.2 per month, behind 
only Luxembourg whose minimum wage is €2,071 per month (for comparison purposes Eu-
rostat converts countries’ hourly or weekly rates into monthly rates).  Allowing for purchasing 
power standards, Ireland drops to sixth place, but still remains in the group with the highest 
minimum wage rates in the EU.

It is important that Ireland’s statutory National Minimum Wage and the Living Wage con-
cept are not conflated.  The Living Wage is a voluntary societal initiative centred on the social, 
business and economic case to ensure that, wherever it can be afforded, employers will pay a 
rate of pay that provides an income that is sufficient to meet an individual’s basic needs, such 
as housing, food, clothing, transport and healthcare.  As a voluntary initiative, the Living Wage 
has no legislative basis and confers no statutory entitlement.  The National Minimum Wage, on 
the other hand, has a legislative basis and confers a statutory entitlement on employees, and a 
statutory obligation on employers. 
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The setting of wages is a matter between employers and employees, which takes place in the 
context of the market, and Government does not interfere unduly in the process.  More broadly, 
this area also comes within the remit of my colleague the Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation, through her Department’s responsibilities for industrial relations issues generally 
and wage-setting mechanisms such as Registered Employment Agreements (REAs), Joint La-
bour Committees (JLCs) and Sectoral Employment Orders (SEOs).

11/06/2019WRAAA02700Civil Registration Legislation

11/06/2019WRAAA02800857. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when persons will be able to retrospectively register as parents as per the Civil Registration 
Act 2019; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23442/19]

11/06/2019WRAAA02900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
sections in the Civil Registration Act 2019 concerning registration, and re-registration, of births 
of donor-conceived children will come into operation as soon as the relevant sections in Part 9 
of the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015 (CFRA 2015) are commenced. Commence-
ment of these sections is the responsibility of the Minister for Justice and Equality, whom I have 
asked to make arrangements for commencement as soon as possible.

Bringing these provisions into operation also depends on commencement of Parts 2 and 3 
of CFRA 2015, which includes provisions for determination of parentage of donor-conceived 
children. This is the responsibility of my colleague, the Minister for Health, who is working to 
commence these Parts as soon as possible.

When all of this necessary legislation is commenced it will then be possible for couples, 
subject to certain criteria, to re-register the births of their children, on foot of a Court Order 
obtained under section 21 or section 22 in Part 2 of CFRA 2015. 

The Civil Registration Service is operationally ready to carry out the re-registrations.

11/06/2019WRAAA03000Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

11/06/2019WRAAA03100858. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if her attention has been drawn to the fact that community employment supervisors have not 
received a pay rise since 2007; if a pay rise will be considered for supervisors in the near future; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23522/19]

11/06/2019WRAAA03200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): En-
gagement between my Department and representatives of CE supervisors has commenced and 
I expect that it will take a number of weeks to reach a conclusion.  All parties to the engage-
ment process have agreed that the detail of the discussions should remain confidential while the 
engagement is ongoing and I would ask Deputies to respect these wishes and allow the talks to 
continue free from speculation which might prove unhelpful.

11/06/2019WRAAA03300School Meals Programme

11/06/2019WRAAA03400859. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her views on a matter regarding school meals (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [24144/19]
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11/06/2019WRAAA03500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): As 
part of Budget 2019, it was announced that DEASP would commence a pilot scheme from 
September 2019, providing Hot School Meals in 36 primary schools for an estimated 7,200 
children at a cost of €1m for 2019 and €2.5m in 2020.  

All 3,239 primary schools have been issued with an invitation to submit an expression of 
interest to participate in the pilot. An expression of interest has been received from Muire na 
Mainistreach Primary School.  All expressions of interest received will be considered and 36 
schools will be selected to participate in the pilot.  All schools who submit an expression of 
interest to participate in the pilot will be contacted in the coming weeks. 

The selection of schools will be random, but will give regard to geographical spread, num-
bers enrolled, range of suppliers and the overall budget available for the pilot in 2019 and 2020 
(€1m and €2.5 respectively). 

11/06/2019WRAAA03600Treatment Benefit Scheme Applications

11/06/2019WRAAA03700860. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the reason an application for treatment benefit and optical benefit by a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Kildare was refused; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[23182/19]

11/06/2019WRAAA03800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): In 
order to qualify for treatment benefit (when aged over 66 years) a PRSI contributor must satisfy 
the conditions of having a total of 260 paid contributions at class A/E/H/P/S since starting work 
and 39 contributions paid or credited in the relevant tax years. 

The person concerned does not meet this criteria. Although he has the 260 required paid 
contributions, he does not have the 39 paid at the relevant rate or credited contributions in any 
of the years 2000 to 2007, which are the  relevant tax years on which the claim is based. As 
a result, he does not satisfy the conditions for treatment benefit under the Department’s PRSI 
scheme.  

However, if the person concerned is the holder of a medical card he may have an entitlement 
to treatment under the HSE scheme.  If this is the case he should contact his local HSE health 
office for advice on making a claim.  

I hope this clarifies matters for the Deputy. 

11/06/2019WRAAA03900Carer’s Allowance Applications

11/06/2019WRAAA04000861. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [23194/19]

11/06/2019WRAAA04100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was re-
ferred on 24 May 2019 to an Appeals Officer  who will make a summary decision on the appeal 
based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Deputy’s representations, including the request for an oral hearing, will be brought to 
the attention of the Appeals Officer who is assigned this case.
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The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRAAA04200State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

11/06/2019WRAAA04300862. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her plans to address the perceived unjust system under which carers do not receive 
qualifying stamps in order to qualify for contributory pensions in view of the significant saving 
they make for the State in terms of care cost; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[23196/19]

11/06/2019WRAAA04400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Credited contributions (credits) are social insurance contributions designed to protect the social 
insurance entitlement record of insured workers who are not in a position to make PRSI con-
tributions.

Credits are awarded in circumstances such as unemployment or illness, and their purpose 
is to help protect the social insurance entitlements of insured persons during periods when they 
may not be in a position to pay contributions.

In order to qualify for credits, a person must first have entered insurable employment - he or 
she must have paid at least one PRSI contribution at Class A, B, C, D, E, H or P. 

In general credits can only be awarded where an individual has had a recent attachment to 
the workforce i.e. within the last 2 years.  Self-employed class S contributions are not reckon-
able toward the award of credits.  

Persons in receipt of carers allowance or benefit can qualify for credits where they have 
previously entered insurable employment and paid at least one PRSI contribution at Class A, B, 
C, D, E, H or P and where they have had a recent attachment to the workforce.

In combination with paid PRSI contributions, credits can assist employees in qualifying for 
short-term schemes such as jobseeker’s benefit and enhance the level of benefit for long-term 
schemes such as the level of payment of State pension contributory (SPC).  Credits do not 
however, in isolation, entitle individuals to qualify for social insurance benefits.  It should be 
noted that only contributions in Classes A, E, F, G, H, N and S are reckonable for State pension 
purposes.

Individuals who are caring and who do not qualify for carers allowance may qualify for 
the homemaker’s scheme if their pension is decided by the yearly average method. The home-
maker’s scheme is designed to help homemakers and carers qualify for the SPC, and applies to 
homemaking periods since 6 April 1994.  It applies equally to both men and women.

The scheme provides that years spent working in the home while caring on a full-time basis 
for a child up to 12 years of age or an incapacitated person age 12 or over will be disregarded 
in calculating a person’s yearly average number of contributions for the purposes of determin-
ing the rate of their entitlement to SPC. In this way the homemaker’s scheme ensures that an 
individual’s entitlement to SPC is protected during periods spent caring.  As the homemakers 
scheme allows for years to be disregarded from the calculation, it is not considered a credit.



Questions - Written Answers

370

In January 2018, the Government agreed to a proposal that will allow pensioners affected 
by the 2012 changes in rate bands to have their pension entitlement calculated by a new “Total 
Contributions Approach” (TCA) which will include up to 20 years of a new Home Caring pe-
riod. Unlike the current Homemakers scheme, this allowance will apply to periods both before 
and after 1994. This approach is expected to significantly benefit many people, particularly 
women, whose work history includes an extended period of time outside the paid workplace, 
while raising families or in a caring role. It will make it easier for such pensioners to qualify 
for a higher rate of the State Pension (contributory). The TCA will ensure that the totality of a 
person’s social insurance contributions - as opposed to the timing of them - determines a final 
pension outcome, and it also acknowledges, for the first time, the contribution made by home-
carers in the period before 1994.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRAAA04500Child Benefit Rates

11/06/2019WRAAA04600863. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the estimated full year cost if child benefit increased by €10 per month per child; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [23248/19]

11/06/2019WRAAA04700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
estimated full year cost of increasing child benefit by €10 per month is €146.57 million. 

The cost is based on the estimated number of beneficiaries in 2019.  It should be noted that 
this costing is subject to change in the context of emerging trends and associated revision of the 
estimated numbers of beneficiaries for 2020.   

11/06/2019WRBBB00200Child Benefit Eligibility

11/06/2019WRBBB00300864. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the estimated full-year cost of extending child benefit to those aged 18 and 19 years of age in 
2020. [23308/19]

11/06/2019WRBBB00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Child Benefit is a monthly payment made to families with children in respect of all qualified 
children up to the age of 16 years.  The payment continues to be paid in respect of children up 
to the age of 18 years where they are in full-time education or have a disability.  Child Benefit 
is currently paid to almost 632,000 families in respect of nearly 1.2 million children, with an 
estimated expenditure of more than €2 billion in 2018.

We have previously estimated the annual cost of extending child benefit to include 18 and 
19 year olds in full-time secondary education.  Based on Department of Education and Skills 
figures for leaving certificate June 2019, the cost of this measure alone would be in the region 
of €80 million.

It is not possible to give the full-year estimated cost of extending child benefit to all those 
who are aged 18 and 19 years of age because of the open ended nature of the question.  The 
Deputy’s question, which seems to include all people aged 18 and 19 years, and does not limit 
it to those in full-time education, would therefore give rise to costs substantially in excess of, 
and multiples of, this figure.

Given the universality of Child Benefit, extending entitlement to parents of people who are 
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aged 18 and 19 years would not be a targeted approach.  The adoption of such a proposal would 
have significant cost implications and would have to be considered in an overall budgetary 
context.

Families on low incomes may be able to avail of a number of social welfare schemes that 
support children in full-time education until the age of 22, including:

- Increase for a Qualified Child (IQCs) with primary social welfare payments;

- the Working Family Payment for low-paid employees with children;

- the Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance.

These schemes provide targeted assistance that is directly linked to household income and 
thereby support low-income families with older children participating in full-time education.

11/06/2019WRBBB00500Child Benefit Eligibility

11/06/2019WRBBB00600865. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection her plans to allow child benefit to be paid in respect of children up to 22 years of age 
who continue in full-time education; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23317/19]

11/06/2019WRBBB00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Child Benefit is a monthly payment made to families with children in respect of all qualified 
children up to the age of 16 years.  The payment continues to be paid in respect of children up 
to the age of 18 years where they are in full-time education or have a disability.  Child Benefit 
is currently paid to almost 632,000 families in respect of nearly 1.2 million children, with an 
estimated expenditure of more than €2 billion in 2018.

Given the universality of Child Benefit, extending entitlement to parents of full-time stu-
dents in second level education who are over 18 years of age would not be a targeted approach.  
The adoption of such a proposal would have significant cost implications and would have to be 
considered in an overall budgetary context.

Families on low incomes may be able to avail of a number of social welfare schemes that 
support children in full-time education until the age of 22, including:

- Increase for a Qualified Child (IQCs) with primary social welfare payments;

- the Working Family Payment for low-paid employees with children;

- the Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance.

These schemes provide targeted assistance that is directly linked to household income and 
thereby support low-income families with older children participating in full-time education.

11/06/2019WRBBB00800Household Benefits Scheme

11/06/2019WRBBB00900866. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the position on the reintroduction of the household benefits package to recipients of carer’s 
allowance who do not live with the people for whom they care; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [23322/19]
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11/06/2019WRBBB01000867. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if she is considering the reintroduction of the household benefits package for carers who 
do not live with the people for whom they care, which was abolished in 2012 for new carers; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23357/19]

11/06/2019WRBBB01100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 866 and 867 together.

The household benefits package (HHB) comprises the electricity or gas allowance, and the 
free television licence.  My Department will spend approximately €248 million this year on 
HHB for over 446,000 customers. The package is generally available to people living in the 
State aged 66 years or over who are in receipt of a social welfare type payment or who satisfy a 
means test.  The package is also available to some people under the age of 66 who are in receipt 
of certain welfare type payments.

Since 1 April 2012, new applicants in receipt of Carer’s Allowance who are not living with 
the person for whom they provide care do not have an automatic entitlement to the household 
benefits package. Carers who live with the person they are caring for still have an entitlement of 
their own to the household benefits package and do not have to satisfy the household composi-
tion criteria.

The Government values the role of carers very much and it is for this reason that they re-
ceive significant income supports from the Department.  In addition to carer’s allowance, carers 
receive additional support in the form of free travel and household benefits (for those who live 
with the person for whom they care) and the annual carer’s support grant (€1,700) in respect of 
each person for whom they care.  Where a person is in receipt of certain qualifying social wel-
fare payments, and also providing full-time care and attention to another person, they can keep 
their primary social welfare payment and also get the half-rate carer’s allowance.

It should be noted that carer’s payments are made at a higher level than other working-age 
income maintenance payments made by my Department.  The weekly rate for Carer’s Allow-
ance is €219 where one person is being cared for, and €328.50 where it is two or more, com-
pared to €203 for most other income maintenance payments to those below pension age.  The 
means test for Carer’s Allowance is also significantly more generous than those applying to 
other schemes.

Any decision to change the qualifying criteria for HHB would have budgetary consequenc-
es and would have to be considered in the context of budget negotiations.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputies.

11/06/2019WRBBB01300Invalidity Pension Applications

11/06/2019WRBBB01400868. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the progress to date in the determination of an application for invalidity pension in 
the case of a person (details supplied); when the application will be brought to a conclusion; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [23368/19]

11/06/2019WRBBB01500Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The department received a claim for invalidity pension for the lady 
referred to on 26 February 2019. She has been awarded invalidity pension with effect from 28 
February 2019.  Payment will issue to her nominated post office on 20 June 2019.  Any arrears 
due from 28 February 2019 to 19 June 2019 (less any overlapping social welfare payment) will 



11 June 2019

373

issue as soon as possible.  The lady in question was notified of this decision on 31 May 2019.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRBBB01600Statutory Retirement Age

11/06/2019WRBBB01700869. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the provisions in place for persons who are obliged to retire at 65 years of age but will not 
be eligible to receive a pension until 67 years of age. [23392/19]

11/06/2019WRBBB01800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): It is 
well known that people are living for much longer.  As a result of this demographic change, the 
number of State pension recipients is increasing year on year.  This has significant implications 
for the future costs of State pension provision which, arising from these demographic changes 
alone, are currently increasing by approximately €1 billion every 4 to 5 years.

The purpose of changes to the State pension age is to make the pension system more sus-
tainable in the context of increasing life expectancy.  This sustainability is vital if the current 
workers, who fund State pension payments through their PRSI, are to receive a pension them-
selves when they reach retirement age.  Therefore, the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2011 
provided that State pension age will be increased gradually to 68 years.  This began in January 
2014 with the abolition of the State pension (transition), which was available to people aged 65 
who satisfied the qualifying conditions.  This measure standardised the State pension age for all 
at 66 years.  This will increase to 67 in 2021 and to 68 in 2028.

In most cases, it is hoped that workers will continue to work up to State pension age.  Where 
this is not possible and a person loses their employment before reaching State pension age, they 
may apply for either the jobseeker’s benefit or jobseeker’s allowance schemes.  Jobseeker’s 
payments are currently paid to eligible jobseekers aged 18 to 66 years subject to the person 
satisfying the general scheme conditions. Social Welfare legislation states that jobseeker pay-
ments may be made until the person reaches pensionable age.  In this regard, the duration of 
jobseeker’s payments will naturally adjust in line with increases in state pension age.

Jobseeker’s Benefit is normally paid for 9 months (234 days) for people with 260 or more 
PRSI contributions paid and for 6 months (156 days) for people with fewer than 260 PRSI con-
tributions paid.  Arrangements are in place to provide that jobseekers whose benefit expires in 
their 65th year can generally continue to be paid benefit up until pensionable age provided they 
satisfy the necessary contribution conditions.

It is important to note that there is no legally mandated retirement age in the State, and the 
age at which employees retire is a matter for the contract of employment between them and 
their employers.  While such a contract may have been entered into with a retirement date of 65, 
in the context of the previous State pension arrangements, there is no legal impediment to the 
employer and employee agreeing to increase the duration of employment for one or more years, 
if both parties wish to do so.  In this regard, the Workplace Relations Commission has produced 
a Code of Practice on Longer Working and the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission 
(IHREC) has published guidance material for employers on the use of fixed-term contracts 
beyond normal retirement age.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRBBB01900Carer’s Allowance Appeals
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11/06/2019WRBBB02000870. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance appeal by a person (details supplied); and when a 
decision will issue on same. [23411/19]

11/06/2019WRBBB02100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was reg-
istered in that office on 20 February 2019.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process 
that the relevant Departmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds 
of appeal be sought.  When these papers have been received from the Department, the case in 
question will be referred to an Appeals Officer, who will make a summary decision on the ap-
peal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRBBB02200Child Benefit Eligibility

11/06/2019WRBBB02300871. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if a child who reaches 18 years of age before leaving second level school can continue to 
receive child benefit; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23413/19]

11/06/2019WRBBB02400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Child Benefit is a monthly payment made to families with children in respect of all qualified 
children up to the age of 16 years.  The payment continues to be paid in respect of children up 
to their 18th birthday who are in full-time education, or who have a disability.  Child Benefit is 
currently paid, as of end-April 2019, to almost 632,000 families in respect of over 1.2 million 
children, with an estimated expenditure of €2.1 billion this year.

Payments cease when the child reaches 18 years of age.  Any proposal to extend payment 
beyond the age of 18 would have significant cost implications and would have to be considered 
in an overall budgetary context.

Families on low incomes may be able to avail of a number of social welfare schemes that 
support children in full-time education until the age of 22, including:

- Increase for a Qualified Child (IQCs) with primary social welfare payments;

- the Working Family Payment for low-paid employees with children;

- the Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance.

These schemes provide targeted assistance that is directly linked to household income and 
thereby support low-income families with older children participating in full-time education.

I trust that this helps clarify the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRBBB02500Carer’s Allowance Applications

11/06/2019WRBBB02600872. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of an application for carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and if 
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she will make a statement on the matter. [23429/19]

11/06/2019WRBBB02700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 5 March 2019.

Additional information in relation to the person’s application was requested by a deciding 
officer on 22 May 2019. Once the information is received the application will be processed 
without delay and the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRBBB02800JobPath Programme

11/06/2019WRBBB02900873. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if referrals to Turas Nua and Seetec are to cease; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [23437/19]

11/06/2019WRBBB03000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Job-
Path is a service which supports people who are long-term unemployed to secure and sustain 
full-time paid employment.  Two companies, Seetec and Turas Nua, have been contracted by 
my Department to deliver this service.  The JobPath employment service commenced in 2015 
and, under the terms of the contracts signed with the providers, will run for at least six years.  
This includes a period of at least four years of client referrals to the end of 2019, and a run-off 
period of at least two years.  The contract includes an option which could extend the term of 
referrals for two periods of up to twelve months each the end of 2019.  The process of procuring 
contracted public employment services for 2020 and beyond is in its early stages of develop-
ment. My officials are working to design a procurement model that will balance the need for 
value for money for taxpayers with the importance of preserving high-quality employment 
advisory services.  As part of this process the ongoing requirements of the public employment 
service including the period for client referrals under the JobPath programme are currently be-
ing considered.  To date no decisions have been taken in this regard. However, my Department 
is currently considering how best to continue to provide a high-quality public employment 
service that meets the needs of all jobseekers, while looking to provide employment services 
to those most distant from the labour market and to people who have not previously availed of 
these services.

11/06/2019WRBBB03100Illness Benefit Eligibility

11/06/2019WRBBB03200874. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her views as to whether it is equitable that widows and widowers are unable to collect ill-
ness benefit while sick due to the two payments rule (details supplied); and her plans to address 
this inequity. [23516/19]

11/06/2019WRBBB03300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
There are a number of basic principles which underpin the Irish social insurance system.  Firstly 
there is the contributory principle.  Under this principle there is a direct link between the PRSI 
contributions that a person has paid and entitlement to a varying range of benefits and pensions.  
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Where a person has sufficient PRSI contributions, then benefits and pensions may be paid, 
where a particular contingency arises and without a means test.

Secondly there is the solidarity principle. Under this principle the benefits and pensions that 
are paid are not directly related to the amount of PRSI contributions paid by insured persons.  
PRSI contribution income is instead redistributed to support contributors who are more vulner-
able.

In addition, there is a general principle of one person, one payment, which applies across the 
social welfare system.  Given the contingency-based nature of this system, it can happen that 
a person may experience more than one contingency at the same time, but generally, as these 
payments are to help them meet their income needs, he or she can receive only one of those 
payments.  This principle is common to social security systems across the world.

There were a limited number of exceptions in the social insurance system to the general 
principle of one person, one payment.  These exceptions usually applied in the context of short-
term benefits at reduced rates.  For instance, recipients of One-Parent Family Payment, Widows 
and Widowers Pensioners could, until recent years, also receive short-term social insurance 
benefits, such as Illness Benefit and Jobseeker’s Benefit at half-rate at the same time.  These 
overlapping payment arrangements were introduced in the early 1950s when the social insur-
ance system was first established, at a time when there were only 10 individual social welfare 
payments and when rates were significantly lower in real terms than they are now.  However, 
the social welfare system has been significantly developed over the intervening period, with 
the result that the number of possible combinations of concurrent contingencies has increased 
greatly.

The concurrent payment of half-rate Illness Benefit and Jobseeker’s Benefit in addition to 
One-Parent Family Payment, and Widows and Widowers Pensions was discontinued from Jan-
uary 2012, in the context of the Government’s commitments to maintain existing core rates of 
primary payments for social welfare recipients. There are exceptions to this as in a case where a 
reduced Widows Pension is in payment and paid at a rate lower than the Illness Benefit Rate. In 
such circumstances Illness Benefit may be paid to ensure that the aggregate payment will equate 
with the maximum rate of Illness Benefit appropriate to the person’s circumstances.  However, 
it is not possible for someone to be paid both a full rate Widows Contributory Pension (€208.50 
for someone under 66, plus allowances) and Illness Benefit (€203.00 plus allowances).  Such 
combined rates of payments, neither of which are subject to a means test,  would be signifi-
cantly higher than those paid to other people supported by my Department, many of whom are 
at significantly greater risk of poverty.

To change the underlying principle of entitlement, and allow people claim multiple pay-
ments in the manner suggested, would involve significant additional expenditure which could 
prove unsustainable in the long-term, and would have to be considered in the overall policy and 
budgetary contexts.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRBBB03400Disability Allowance Applications

11/06/2019WRBBB03500875. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of a disability allowance claim by a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [23518/19]

11/06/2019WRBBB03600Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
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(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned submitted an application for disability al-
lowance (DA) on 22 January 2019.  Her application, based upon all the evidence submitted, was 
refused as she was deemed to have means in excess of the statutory limit for her circumstances.

The person concerned was notified in writing of this decision on 4 April 2019 and was 
also notified of her right to request a review of this decision or to appeal it to the independent 
social welfare appeals office (SWAO). No request for an appeal or review of her DA has been 
received.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRBBB03700Invalidity Pension Appeals

11/06/2019WRBBB03800876. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of an invalidity pension appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [23519/19]

11/06/2019WRBBB03900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was 
registered in that office on 4th March 2019.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process 
that the relevant Departmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds 
of appeal be sought.  When these papers have been received from the Department, the case in 
question will be referred to an Appeals Officer, who will make a summary decision on the ap-
peal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRBBB04000Household Benefits Scheme

11/06/2019WRBBB04100877. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if she will consider restoring the household benefits package for carers who do not live with the 
people for whom they care, which sees them take home less than most other recipients of social 
welfare payments; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23532/19]

11/06/2019WRBBB04200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
household benefits package (HHB) comprises the electricity or gas allowance, and the free tele-
vision licence.  My Department will spend approximately €248 million this year on HHB for 
over 446,000 customers. The package is generally available to people living in the State aged 
66 years or over who are in receipt of a social welfare type payment or who satisfy a means test.  
The package is also available to some people under the age of 66 who are in receipt of certain 
welfare type payments.

Since 1 April 2012, new applicants in receipt of Carer’s Allowance who are not living with 
the person for whom they provide care do not have an automatic entitlement to the household 
benefits package. Carers who live with the person they are caring for still have an entitlement of 
their own to the household benefits package and do not have to satisfy the household composi-
tion criteria.
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The Government values the role of carers very much and it is for this reason that they re-
ceive significant income supports from the Department.  In addition to carer’s allowance, carers 
receive additional support in the form of free travel and household benefits (for those who live 
with the person for whom they care) and the annual carer’s support grant (€1,700) in respect of 
each person for whom they care.  Where a person is in receipt of certain qualifying social wel-
fare payments, and also providing full-time care and attention to another person, they can keep 
their primary social welfare payment and also get the half-rate carer’s allowance.

The maximum rates of Carer’s Allowance for those aged under 66, at €219 (€257 for car-
ers aged 66 or over) for where one person is being cared for, and €328.50 (€385.50 for carers 
aged 66 or over) where there are two or more carees, is significantly higher than that for such 
Department Schemes as Jobseeker’s Allowance, which is €203 for those aged 26, and lower for 
younger claimants.

The means test for carers allowance has been significantly eased over the years, and is now 
one of the most generous means tests in the social welfare system, most notably with regard 
to spouse’s earnings.  At present the means test for Carer’s Allowance allows for an income 
disregard of €332.50 per week for a single person and €665 for a couple. In the case of a single 
carer: - that person may retain a full-rate payment of €219.00 while having an annual income of 
just under €19,000.00, retain a payment of €109.00 per week (just under half rate) while having 
an annual income of €25,400.00, or retain the minimum payment of €4 per week while having 
an annual income of €31,100.00.

Carers can also engage in employment, self-employment, training or education courses out-
side the home for not more than 15 hours a week.

Any decision to change the qualifying criteria for HHB would have budgetary consequenc-
es and would have to be considered in the context of budget negotiations.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRBBB04300Disability Activation Projects

11/06/2019WRBBB04400878. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the reason the EmployAbility national contract for 2019 does not provide for budgetary 
measures for pay increments for employees delivering this important service; if this decision, 
which adversely impacts staff on post-2012 contracts, will be reviewed; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [23534/19]

11/06/2019WRBBB04500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
EmployAbility Service is an important service delivered by individual contractors on behalf 
of my Department. Service contracts have been entered into with 24 organisations around the 
state, servicing some 3000 clients. Similar to the Local Employment Service (LES) and Job 
Clubs, the EmployAbility Service contracts describe the employment service to be delivered 
and the funding available to an organisation for the full delivery of that service.

Each contract is a stand-alone agreement and is subject to negotiation with the service pro-
vider taking account of local circumstances and my Department’s service requirements.  The 
budget allocation to an individual service provider may be subject to an increase or decrease 
based on the requirements for the coming year taking into account such things as demographic 
changes, improved employment opportunities etc. The contracts are for a fixed term of one year 
and run from 1st of January to the 31st December. The budget allocated to my Department in 
2019 for the provision of EmployAbility Services nationwide has been maintained at €9.8m, 
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the same as in 2018.

As with any ‘contract for service’, the terms and conditions of staff, including remuneration, 
are a matter for the contracting organisation that employs them.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRBBB04600Invalidity Pension Applications

11/06/2019WRBBB04700879. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when a decision will be finalised on an invalidity pension claim by a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork. [23542/19]

11/06/2019WRBBB04800Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay-related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions.

To qualify for IP a claimant must, inter alia, have at least 260 (5 years’) paid PRSI contribu-
tions since entering social insurance and 48 contributions paid or credited in the last or second 
last complete contribution year before the relevant date for their claim.

The department received a claim for IP for the gentleman concerned on 21 March 2019.  
The claim was disallowed on 09 April 2019 on the grounds that the contribution conditions 
under national legislation for the scheme were not satisfied.

EU Regulations provide that insurance contributions made in any other EU Member State 
may be aggregated with Irish contributions in order to satisfy the contribution conditions for IP.  
A request was sent to the UK social security authorities requesting the gentleman’s UK insur-
ance record.  Upon receipt of same, the IP claim will be finalised and he will be notified directly 
of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRCCC00200Unemployment Data

11/06/2019WRCCC00300880. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the current unemployment rate in County Wicklow by town or local welfare office; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [23571/19]

11/06/2019WRCCC00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
latest publication of the Labour Force Survey was released on 21 May 2019 and is the official 
measure of unemployment.  The most recent data shows that the national unemployment rate 
fell from a peak of 15% in 2012 to 4.8% by Q1 2019. Unemployment decreased by 18,500 
(13.9%) in the year to Q1 2019 bringing the total number of persons unemployed to 114,400.

Within the Mid-East region, which includes County Wicklow, unemployment has fallen 
from a peak of 17% in 2013 to 4.1% by Quarter 1 2019 with numbers in employment increasing 
from 272,400 in Q4 2013 to 341,300 by Q1 2019.

While data from the Labour Force Survey is not available at the county level, trends in the 
Live Register can give an indication of underlying trends in local employment.
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Overall, the live register in Wicklow has fallen by 51.5% in the 5 years to April 2019, from 
11,412 to 5,533. In the year to April 2019, the live register in Wicklow has fallen by just over 
13%, in line with national trends.

Government policy to reduce unemployment is twofold. The polices set out in the Action 
Plan for Jobs have created an environment in which business can succeed and has led to the 
creation of almost 400,000 jobs in Ireland since the economic low point of 2012.  Secondly, 
through the Pathways to Work strategy, my Department ensures that as many new jobs as pos-
sible are filled by people taken from the live register, particularly the long-term unemployed.

Currently there are 8 case officers in the Intreo service in Wicklow.  A total of 2,883 cus-
tomer engagements have taken place in 2019 between January and end May.  The Bray Local 
Employment Service has also carried out 1,399 customer engagements in the same period.

Additionally, my Department has organised events for Jobseekers in County Wicklow. For 
example, during Jobs Week in March of this year, 16 employers and 13 service providers par-
ticipated in the Jobs, Careers and Training Fair in Bray Institute of Further Education, which 
was attended by approximately 1,500 jobseekers.

To date the policies being pursued under the Action Plan for Jobs and under Pathways to 
Work have been effective in reducing unemployment, both nationally and in Wicklow.

11/06/2019WRCCC00500Invalidity Pension Appeals

11/06/2019WRCCC00600881. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if an appeal for invalidity pension can be reviewed for a person (details supplied). [23580/19]

11/06/2019WRCCC00700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay-related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions.

The Department received a claim for IP for the gentleman concerned on 13 December 2017.  
The claim was disallowed on the grounds that the medical conditions for the scheme were not 
satisfied and the gentleman concerned was engaged in farming.  He was notified on 02 July 
2018 of this decision, the reasons for it and of his right of review and appeal.

Following a review of his application by a deciding officer, the decision to disallow IP was 
upheld.  The gentleman appealed the decision to the independent Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice.  An appeals officer (AO), having taken all available information into account, upheld the 
department’s decision and disallowed the appeal.  He was notified of the decision of the AO on 
09 January 2019.  Following the submission of additional documentation by the gentleman in 
question, the case was reviewed by an AO and the decision to disallow the appeal was upheld.  
He was notified of the outcome of the review by the AO on 17 April 2019.  The decision of an 
AO is final and conclusive in the absence of additional relevant evidence not available at the 
time of the appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRCCC00800Illness Benefit Applications

11/06/2019WRCCC00900882. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
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tion if a decision on an illness benefit claim can be expedited for a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork. [23588/19]

11/06/2019WRCCC01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Payment of Illness Benefit to the person concerned was disallowed by a deciding officer fol-
lowing an examination by a Medical Assessor of the Department who expressed the opinion 
that she was capable of work.

A letter issued to the person concerned on the 17th April 2019 informing her of the decision 
and that her Illness Benefit payment would cease from 26th April.

At the request of the person concerned, a deciding officer reviewed the decision taking into 
account further medical evidence supplied. However, the original decision was upheld.

An appeal was lodged with the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 29th May and the case was 
sent for medical review on 5th June.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRCCC01100Disability Activation Projects

11/06/2019WRCCC01200883. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number of companies that have availed of the disability awareness training support 
scheme in each year since its inception; the amount spent on the scheme in each such year; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [23589/19]

11/06/2019WRCCC01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department provides a range of grants and supports to assist both jobseekers with disabilities 
and employers (in the private sector) to take appropriate measures to enable either a potential 
employee or existing employee with disabilities to obtain or retain employment. These include 
the:

- Disability Awareness Support Scheme (DASS)

- Reasonable Accommodation Fund (RAF), which encompasses the following:

- Employee Retention Grant

- Workplace Equipment / Adaptation Grant

- Personal Reader Grant

- Job Interview Interpreter Grant

(These schemes transferred from FÁS into the Department in 2012).

The Disability Awareness Support Scheme (DASS) provides funding so that private sector 
employers can fund Disability Awareness Training for their employees.  The purpose of the 
training is to deliver clear and accurate information about disability and to address questions 
that employers and employees may have. It is intended the training will cover, for example, 
general and specific information on disabilities, perceptual awareness and disability etiquette.

It is important to note that the DASS is a demand-led scheme and that funding is provided 
by the Department in response to the number of applications received.
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Table 1: DASS – number of companies/employers and funding provided:

Year Number of Companies / 
Employers

Disability Awareness Sup-
port Scheme funding pro-
vided

2012 1 €2,430
2013 1 €834
2014 3 €3,760
2015 5 €12,964
2016 2 €9,270
2017 11 €62,275
2018 5 €20,214 
2019* 1 €1,418
*Up to April 2019

11/06/2019WRCCC01400State Pension (Contributory)

11/06/2019WRCCC01500884. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if a person (details supplied) will be included in the contributory pension review; if so, when 
they will be contacted; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23624/19]

11/06/2019WRCCC01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records of 
approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate 
State pension contributory entitlement based on post-Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation 
which includes provision for homecaring periods.

The person concerned applied for and was awarded a reduced rate State pension (contribu-
tory) in 2017.  However as they were already in receipt of a Widow’s, widower’s or Surviving 
Civil Partner’s (contributory) pension at a more beneficial rate, the State pension (contributory) 
was withdrawn.

The person concerned has 818 reckonable paid contributions, which, combined with the 
maximum permissible number of HomeCaring periods and reckonable credits (1,040, as set out 
in legislation), results in a payment rate of 89.33% of the maximum rate of pension.  Their cur-
rent payment is equivalent to 95.73% of the maximum rate of State pension (contributory) so 
they continue to be better off on their current Widow’s, widower’s or surviving civil partner’s 
(contributory) pension payment.

A review outcome letter has issued to the person concerned which includes a copy of their 
social insurance contribution record used in this decision.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRCCC01700Employment Support Services

11/06/2019WRCCC01800885. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if her attention has been drawn to the closure of a jobs club (details supplied); if there 
are alternative sources of funding that can be utilised to keep the jobs club open; if there are 
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alternative organisations that can offer this service; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [23637/19]

11/06/2019WRCCC01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): On 
20th February 2019 my Department received formal notice from Balbriggan Enterprise Devel-
opment Group Ltd that Balbriggan Jobs Club Contract ceased on 14th February 2019. The Jobs 
Club had not operated since the end of January 2019.

There are a number of Employment Support services provided in the area including Intreo 
Activation Team, Balbriggan LES, Empower, CE and TUS.  With the total provision in the 
area measured against the Live Register we are satisfied that current provision is adequate.  
My Department will continue to monitor the levels of employment supports to ensure they are 
adequate for the demand.

11/06/2019WRCCC02000Social Welfare Benefits Data

11/06/2019WRCCC02100886. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated cost of increasing the weekly State pension by €9 per week to build towards 
achieving the commitment in the national pensions framework of a State pension set at 35% of 
average weekly earnings; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23639/19]

11/06/2019WRCCC02200887. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated cost of increasing the living alone allowance by €3 per week to current re-
cipients; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23640/19]

11/06/2019WRCCC02300888. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated cost of increasing the over 80s allowance by €2 per week to current recipi-
ents; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23641/19]

11/06/2019WRCCC02400890. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated cost of restoring the fuel allowance to 32 weeks, up from 27 weeks, to those 
eligible; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23643/19]

11/06/2019WRCCC02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 886 to 888, inclusive, and 890 together.

The Roadmap for Pensions Reform, published last year, commits the Government to ex-
amine and develop proposals to set a formal benchmark target of 34% of average earnings for 
the State Pension (contributory) and to institute a process whereby future changes in pension 
rates of payment are explicitly linked to changes in consumer prices and average wages.  The 
Department is currently considering options to implement this commitment, having examined 
previous studies on benchmarking and indexation, international experience and examination of 
a range of potential benchmarks and indices.

The cost of increasing the state pension contributory by €9 per week, including proportion-
ate increases for qualified adults and those on reduced rates, is estimated at €176.3 million.  The 
cost of increasing all pension rates by €9 per week, including proportionate increases for quali-
fied adults and those on reduced rates, is estimated at €297.2 million.

The Living Alone Increase is a supplementary payment for people on certain social welfare 
payments who are living alone. The estimated cost of raising the Living Alone Increase by €3 
per week, from €9 to €12, is €32.6 million.
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Those in receipt of a social welfare pension automatically receive an increase when they 
reach 80 years of age.  The cost of increasing the Over 80 Allowance by €2 per week, from €10 
to €12, is €17.5 million.

The fuel allowance is a payment of €22.50 per week from October to April to over 373,000 
low-income households, at an estimated cost of €235 million in 2019.  The purpose of this pay-
ment is to assist these households with their energy costs. The estimated cost of increasing the 
fuel allowance to 32 weeks from 28 weeks to those eligible is €33.6 million.

Any changes to the above schemes would have to be considered in an overall budgetary 
context.  It should also be noted that the costs above are subject to change in the context of 
emerging trends and associated revision of the estimated numbers of beneficiaries.

11/06/2019WRCCC02800Bereavement Grant

11/06/2019WRCCC02900889. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated cost of restoring the bereavement grant; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [23642/19]

11/06/2019WRCCC03000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
During the economic downturn, my Department focused on protecting primary social welfare 
rates.  In recent years, as the economy has been recovering, the Government has concentrated 
resources in improving the core rates of payments, particularly for pensioners, resulting in con-
siderable increases in these rates.

The Bereavement Grant was a payment of €850 made where the deceased or his/her surviv-
ing partner was an insured contributor to the social insurance fund.  Any decision to reinstate it 
would have to be considered in the context of overall budgetary negotiations.

The number of bereavement grant claims in 2013 was 23,716, and this represented an in-
crease of approximately 4% on 2012.  Based on a similar yearly increase each year since 2013, 
it is estimated that the number of bereavement grant claims that might arise in 2020, were the 
scheme to be reintroduced, would be in the region of 31,200, and the number would be expected 
to increase in future years.  Accordingly, if there were 31,200 such grants made in 2019, at a rate 
of €850 each, the cost would be approx. €26.5 million.

It’s worth noting that there are a range of supports available for people following bereave-
ment which provide more significant support than the grant.  These include weekly-paid wid-
ow’s, widower’s or surviving civil partner’s (contributory and non-contributory) pensions, 
which are based on contributions or a means test, and a once-off widowed or surviving civil 
partner grant of €6,000 where there is a dependent child.  A number of social welfare payments, 
including State pension, continue in payment for six weeks following a death.  In Budget 2016, 
the Government increased the payment after death period to 12 weeks for carer’s allowance.  
Guardian payments are available where someone cares for an orphaned child.  A special funeral 
grant of €850 is paid where a person dies because of an accident at work or occupational dis-
ease.

Under the Supplementary Allowance scheme, the Department may make a single excep-
tional needs payment (ENP) to help meet essential, once-off expenditure which a person could 
not reasonably be expected to meet from their weekly income, which may include help with 
funeral and burial expenses.  This is a more targeted and efficient manner of assisting people 
with bereavement expenses. In 2018 ENPs were made in respect of 2,812 funerals at a cost of 
€5.317m and 69 burial expenses at a cost of €140,674.
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Question No. 890 answered with Question No. 886.

11/06/2019WRCCC03200Social Welfare Schemes Expenditure

11/06/2019WRCCC03300891. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated cost of removing income barriers to older persons getting online by creating 
a digital support allowance of €5 per week for all persons in receipt of the State pension; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [23644/19]

11/06/2019WRCCC03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
introduction of a digital support allowance of €5 per week for all persons in receipt of the 
State pension as the Deputy has suggested would in practice be an effective increase in weekly 
rate.  The estimated yearly cost of the increase in payment, taking into account there are ap-
proximately 512,000 recipients of the State Pension Contributory and the State Pension Non-
Contributory, would be in the region of €135m.  The costs would increase further if this was 
extended to recipients of other payments made to people of pension age, e.g. Widows Contribu-
tory Pensions, and Increases for Qualified Adults where the recipient is aged 66 or over.

Any decision to introduce a new digital support allowance for all persons in receipt of the 
State Pension would have significant budgetary consequences and would have to be considered 
in the overall policy and budgetary context.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRCCC03500Public Services Card

11/06/2019WRCCC03600892. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of persons who had a social protection payment withheld and-or sus-
pended for failure to produce and-or apply for a public services card since the card was intro-
duced; the number of persons who appealed the payment suspension and won; the number of 
persons suspended from receiving payment for the reason of not holding a card; if such persons 
will have their payments reinstated; the rationale for withholding or suspending payments; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [23648/19]

11/06/2019WRCCC03700898. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of persons who had a public service withheld, suspended and-or refused 
for failure to produce and-or apply for a public services card since the card was introduced; 
the number of persons who appealed the decision not to provide the public service sought; the 
rationale for withholding or suspending payments; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [23708/19]

11/06/2019WRCCC03800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 892 and 898 together.

Social welfare legislation provides that a person who is applying for a Personal Public Ser-
vices Number (PPSN) or a social welfare payment, or who is already in receipt of a social wel-
fare payment, can be required to authenticate their identity. Where a person has authenticated 
their identity to a substantial level of assurance, they are issued a Public Services Card (PSC).

This legislation also allows for the disallowance or disqualification from receipt of social 



Questions - Written Answers

386

welfare payments in the event that a person does not authenticate their identity.  As my Depart-
ment spends over €19bn annually on supports and services, the Deputy will appreciate that it is 
essential that all steps are taken to ensure the people who access our services are the people who 
are entitled to receive them. I consider it reasonable, therefore, to ask people to authenticate 
their identity in this manner.

Data is not collected on the number of individuals who have had their payments stopped 
because they have failed to authenticate their identity.

Once a person has authenticated their identity and been issued with a PSC, other public 
service bodies accept the PSC as evidence that the person has authenticated their identity.  This 
removes the need for the person to repeatedly register their identity details with different public 
bodies when accessing services.

Earlier this year, my Department published the findings of a customer survey on the PSC. 
The results of the survey were very positive and showed strong support for the PSC and very 
high levels of customer satisfaction with the information provided and the processes involved 
in applying for a PSC. The results also showed that people welcome and support the sharing 
of identity information between public bodies because it makes their life easier when they are 
applying for public services.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRCCC03900Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

11/06/2019WRCCC04000893. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of a domiciliary care allowance application by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [23650/19]

11/06/2019WRCCC04100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): An application for domiciliary care allowance (DCA) was re-
ceived from this lady on the 20th May 2019. Applications received in early April 2019 are cur-
rently being finalised.  The application will be considered by a deciding officer in due course 
and the decision notified to her as soon as possible.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRCCC04200Social Welfare Rates

11/06/2019WRCCC04300894. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of her engagement with stakeholders, as required under section 19 of the Social 
Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registration Act 2018, on the issue of examining ways in which 
social welfare rates are determined; the stakeholders she has met; if the findings of same will be 
provided; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23654/19]

11/06/2019WRCCC04400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Section 19 of the Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registration Act 2018 provides that “The 
Minister shall consult with stakeholders on examining ways in which social welfare rates are 
increased with the aim of ensuring adequacy for all recipients and shall do so in quarter 1 of 
2019”.  My Department has met with interested stakeholders to hear their views and com-
ments on how the adoption of a benchmark, and a system of indexation, might work.  This has 
involved bilateral meetings with certain stakeholders and roundtable meetings with a range 
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of groups.  The organisations consulted included the community and voluntary pillar, ICTU, 
IBEC, NESC, the ESRI and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

In addition, I intend that the issue will be considered further at my Department’s Pre-Budget 
Forum in July.  I would also welcome views from all political parties who are interested in this 
area and submissions should be made to my office.

Any change to the current process of setting social welfare rates of payment would require 
Government approval and would have to be considered in the overall policy and budgetary con-
text.  This would include taking account of stakeholder views, as well as considerations of cost, 
work incentives, poverty alleviation, policy alignment and the administration of any proposed 
system.

11/06/2019WRCCC04500Carer’s Allowance Applications

11/06/2019WRCCC04600895. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [23671/19]

11/06/2019WRCCC04700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): An 
application for carer’s allowance (CA) was received from the person concerned on 6 February 
2019.

It is a condition for receipt of a CA that the person being cared for must have such disability 
that they require full-time care and attention.

This is defined as requiring from another person continual supervision and frequent assis-
tance throughout the day in connection with normal bodily functions or continual supervision 
in order to avoid danger to himself or herself and likely to require that level of care for at least 
twelve months.

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding officer 
decided that this evidence did not indicate that the requirement for full-time care was satisfied.

The person concerned was notified on 16 May 2019 of this decision, the reason for it and of 
his right of review and appeal.

11/06/2019WRDDD00200Carer’s Allowance Applications

11/06/2019WRDDD00300896. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [23672/19]

11/06/2019WRDDD00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 24 April 2019. The appli-
cation is currently being processed and once completed, the person concerned will be notified 
directly of the outcome. 
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRDDD00500Carer’s Allowance Appeals

11/06/2019WRDDD00600897. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [23676/19]

11/06/2019WRDDD00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was 
referred  on 24th May 2019 to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the 
appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Question No. 898 answered with Question No. 892.

11/06/2019WRDDD00900Working Family Payment Applications

11/06/2019WRDDD01000899. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a working payment will be processed for a person (details supplied) in County 
Donegal; the reason for the delay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23721/19]

11/06/2019WRDDD01100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is an in-work family payment which provides additional in-
come support to employees on low earnings with children.

The average waiting time for processing new WFP applications is currently 7 weeks.  An 
application for WFP was received from the person concerned on 19 March 2019.

The person concerned was awarded WFP on 24 May 2019 with effect from 11 April 2019 to 
08 April 2020.  The first weekly payment and all arrears owing  issued to their nominated bank 
account on 28 May 2019. 

The person concerned was notified on 24 May 2019 of this decision and of the right of re-
view and appeal.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

11/06/2019WRDDD01200Jobseeker’s Benefit Applications

11/06/2019WRDDD01300900. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a jobseeker’s benefit application will be processed for a person (details supplied) 
in County Donegal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23749/19]

11/06/2019WRDDD01400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned made a Jobseekers application at the end of January 2019.  A decision to re-
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fuse Jobseekers Benefit was made on 10th April 2019, and the person concerned was notified in 
writing including his right to appeal the decision.

Subsequently, Jobseekers Allowance payment (at a weekly rate of €203.00) was awarded on 
25th April 2019.  In the interim period, the person concerned was in receipt of Supplementary 
Welfare Allowance from the Department’s Community Welfare Service for the days/weeks 
when he was unemployed.

11/06/2019WRDDD01500Legislative Measures

11/06/2019WRDDD01600901. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if she will bring forward measures to standardise payslips across all employment in view of 
the fact that some employers issue payslips that are indecipherable to ordinary workers (details 
supplied). [23755/19]

11/06/2019WRDDD01700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Payment of Wages Act 1991 sets out that the information supplied on a payslip must clearly 
specify the gross amount of wages and the nature and amount of any deductions from pay.

Section 4(1) of the Act provides as follows:

“An employer shall give or cause to be given to an employee a statement in writing specify-
ing clearly the gross amount of the wages payable to the employee and the nature and amount 
of any deduction therefrom and the employer shall take such reasonable steps as are necessary 
to ensure that both the matter to which the statement relates and the statement are treated con-
fidentially by the employer and his agents and by any other employees.”

Section 4(4) of the Act provides that an employer who contravenes subsection (1) shall be 
guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding €2,500.

Therefore, existing legislation already prescribes the information that must be clearly speci-
fied on a payslip and allows for the imposition of a penalty for failure to comply with this leg-
islation.

Where an individual believes they are being deprived of employment rights applicable to 
employees they may refer a complaint to the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) where 
the matter can be dealt with by way of mediation or adjudication leading to a decision that is 
enforceable through the District Court.  WRC inspectors can also be asked to investigate certain 
breaches.  Complaints can be made on a single online complaint form available at the WRC’s 
website www.workplacerelations.ie.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

11/06/2019WRDDD01800Paternity Benefit

11/06/2019WRDDD01900902. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of new fathers who have availed of paternity benefit across counties Roscommon 
and Galway since it was introduced; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23776/19]

11/06/2019WRDDD02000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
information requested in respect of the number of people that have availed of paternity benefit, 
in counties Galway and Roscommon, from it’s introduction on 1st September 2016 to 31st May 
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2019,  is set out in the following table.

PATERNITY BENEFIT Claimants by County Breakdown

County Awarded 
1st Septem-
ber 2016 - 

31st Decem-
ber 2016

Awarded 
2017

Awarded 
2018

Awarded 
1st January 
2019 – 31st 
May 2019

Total 
Awarded

Galway 292 1536 1388 664 3880
Roscom-
mon

59 340 273 140 812

TOTAL 351 1876 1661 804 4692
I hope that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

11/06/2019WRDDD02100Child Benefit Eligibility

11/06/2019WRDDD02200903. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection her plans to extend child benefit in circumstances (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [23784/19]

11/06/2019WRDDD02300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Child Benefit is a monthly payment made to families with children in respect of all qualified 
children up to the age of 16 years.  Between the ages of 16 and 18, payment continues for chil-
dren who are in full-time education, or who have a disability.  Child Benefit is currently paid to 
almost 632,000 families in respect of over 1.2 million children, with an estimated expenditure 
of €2.1 billion this year. 

Payments cease when the child reaches 18 years of age.  Any proposal to extend payment 
beyond the age of 18 would have significant cost implications and would have to be considered 
in an overall budgetary context. 

Families on low incomes may be able to avail of a number of social welfare schemes that 
support children in full-time education until the age of 22, including:  

-  Increase for a Qualified Child (IQCs) with primary social welfare payments;  

-  the Working Family Payment for low-paid employees with children;  

-  the Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance.  

These schemes provide targeted assistance that is directly linked to household income and 
thereby support low-income families with older children participating in full-time education.

I trust that this helps clarify the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRDDD02400State Pension (Contributory)

11/06/2019WRDDD02500904. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a decision has been made on a rate band review of the rate of State pension being paid 
to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[23786/19]
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11/06/2019WRDDD02600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records of 
approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate 
State pension contributory entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation 
which includes provision for homecaring periods.

In March 2019, the person concerned submitted an application for HomeCaring periods. A 
review outcome has now issued to the person concerned, outlining details of their increase to 
maximum rate State pension contributory.  Arrears of payment, backdated 30 March 2018, will 
issue shortly. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

11/06/2019WRDDD02700JobPath Data

11/06/2019WRDDD02800905. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the amount withheld in the context of sanctions imposed on persons who failed to 
fully comply with their referrals to the JobPath scheme since the scheme commenced to date; 
the amount that was refunded to persons on appeal over the same period; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [23796/19]

11/06/2019WRDDD02900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Department is committed, under Pathways to Work, to incentivise the take-up of activation 
opportunities, including implementing sanctions for failure to engage without good cause. The 
legislation underpinning the application of penalty rates is provided for in the Social Welfare 
Act, 2010.  Penalty rates were introduced as a means of encouraging jobseekers to engage with 
activation measures and co-operate with efforts of the Department to assist them in securing 
employment. 

Penalty rates can only be applied by a Deciding Officer of my Department in specific cir-
cumstances and in line with the legislation. A full examination of all the facts of each case is 
undertaken and only then is a penalty rate applied, if appropriate. It should be noted that penalty 
rates are only applied as a last resort and if dissatisfied with a decision to apply a penalty rate it 
is open to a Jobseeker to appeal that decision to the Social Welfare Appeals Office. 

In circumstances where a Jobseeker has failed to engage without good cause in the activa-
tion process, a penalty rate can be applied followed by a nine week disqualification of Jobseek-
er’s Allowance or Benefit. The disqualification may only be imposed in circumstances where 
a person, who has already had his or her rate reduced by way of a penalty rate for a period of 
not less than 21 calendar days (3 weeks) and continues to refuse or fail, without good cause, 
to engage with the Department’s activation service. However it is important to note that at any 
time while either a penalty rate or a nine week disqualification is in place, if the customer re-
engages with the Department’s activation service the sanctions will be lifted immediately and 
normal payment restored. 

As at the end of April 2019, there were 75,000 customers engaged with JobPath of which 
487, or 0.6%, had a penalty rate applied to their Jobseeker’s claim.  This figure is consistent 
with the overall level of penalty rates applied across all Jobseekers.  

 Unfortunately further data in relation to the question posed in this case is not available. 

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 
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11/06/2019WRDDD03000State Pension (Contributory)

11/06/2019WRDDD03100906. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a person (details supplied) in County Cork will be included in the review of pen-
sions under the total contributions approach. [23802/19]

11/06/2019WRDDD03200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records of 
approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate 
State pension contributory entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation 
which includes provision for homecaring periods.

The person concerned applied for and was awarded a reduced rate State pension (contribu-
tory) in 2013.  However as they were already in receipt of an increase for qualified adult on their 
spouse’s pension at a more beneficial rate their State pension (contributory) was withdrawn. 

The person concerned has 707 reckonable paid contributions, which combined with the 
maximum permissible number of HomeCaring periods and reckonable credits (1,040, as set out 
in legislation) results in a payment rate of 83.99% of the maximum rate of pension.  The person 
is already in receipt of the equivalent to 89.6%  of the maximum rate of pension,  (or €222.50 
per week), so is better off to remain as a qualified adult on their spouse’s pension.

A review outcome letter has issued to the person concerned, which includes a copy of their 
social insurance contribution record.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

11/06/2019WRDDD03300Disability Allowance Applications

11/06/2019WRDDD03400907. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for disability allowance by a person (details supplied). 
[23803/19]

11/06/2019WRDDD03500Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Disability allowance (DA) is subject to periodic reviews. This 
gentleman’s entitlement was recently reviewed and it was established that he no longer satisfies 
the habitual residence condition for receipt of DA. The person concerned was notified of this 
on 9 April 2019.

A request for a review was received and a review of this decision was carried out.  The origi-
nal decision was upheld and the person concerned was notified in writing on 24 May 2019.  He 
was also advised of his right to appeal this decision to the independent social welfare appeals 
office. No request for an appeal has been received. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRDDD03600Disability Allowance Applications

11/06/2019WRDDD03700908. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if an application for disability allowance by a person (details supplied) will be expe-
dited and approved. [23812/19]
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11/06/2019WRDDD03800Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I confirm that an application from this gentleman for disability 
allowance (DA) was received by the Department on 14 March 2019.   

The processing time for individual DA claims may vary in accordance with their relative 
complexity in terms of the three main qualifying criteria, the person’s circumstances and the 
information they provide in support of their claim.

The application has been referred to a social welfare inspector (SWI) for a report on the 
person’s means and circumstances.  Once the SWI has submitted his/her report to DA section, 
a decision will be made on the application and this gentleman will be notified directly of the 
outcome. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRDDD03900Disability Allowance Applications

11/06/2019WRDDD04000909. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if disability allowance will be approved for a person (details supplied). [23816/19]

11/06/2019WRDDD04100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I can confirm that my Department received an application for dis-
ability allowance (DA) from this lady on 20 February 2019.  

On 10 May 2019 and on the 16 May 2019 the person concerned was requested to supply 
supporting documentation required by the deciding officer in order to make a decision on her 
eligibility.  On receipt of this information a decision will be made on her DA application and the 
person concerned will be notified of the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRDDD04200Invalidity Pension Applications

11/06/2019WRDDD04300910. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for an invalidity pension by a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23818/19]

11/06/2019WRDDD04400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions. 

The Department received a claim for IP for the gentleman concerned on 11 March 2019.  
This claim was disallowed on the grounds that the medical conditions for the scheme were not 
satisfied .  He was notified on 05 June 2019 of this decision, the reasons for it and of his right 
of review and appeal.   

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRDDD04500Social Welfare Offices
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11/06/2019WRDDD04600911. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if she is considering amalgamating her Department’s services in Dundalk, County 
Louth, which would involve the closure of one or possibly two local welfare offices; if her at-
tention has been drawn to the hardship that such a decision would cause to service users that are 
elderly or that have mobility issues; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23827/19]

11/06/2019WRDDD04700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department is constantly looking at ways to improve services and supports. Community Wel-
fare Services in Dundalk are delivered across three locations, including the local Intreo Centre 
which also provides a one-stop-shop for the full range of income and employment support ser-
vices. All of the offices are located within a close distance of each other. 

Local management are currently finalising proposals to provide a more integrated and ef-
ficient Community Welfare Service to customers in the town, by eliminating any inconvenience 
in having to travel between locations, expanding opening hours and reducing the need for queu-
ing. The co-location of the team would ensure that an official is always on hand to deal with 
emergency situations.

The proposal will not cause any additional hardship to service users that are elderly or have 
mobility issues. The purpose of the proposed move is, in fact, to improve the quality and acces-
sibility of the service and minimise inconvenience to customers. As at present, arrangements 
will continue be made to conduct a home visit to any customer who has a difficulty visiting the 
office.

11/06/2019WREEE00200Carer’s Allowance Eligibility

11/06/2019WREEE00300912. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the entitlement to carer’s allowance of a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [23836/19]

11/06/2019WREEE00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a person 
who has such a disability that they require that level of care.

Once claims are in payment, the Department periodically reviews them to ensure that there 
is continued entitlement.  Depending on the circumstances in each case and to make best use of 
resources, a review may only concentrate on a specific condition of entitlement. 

During the course of a review of their entitlement to CA, it was determined that the per-
son concerned had not notified the Department of changes in their financial circumstances.  
When Department officials requested documentation pertaining to these changes, the person 
concerned failed to supply them.

On 13 November 2018, the person concerned was notified that their entitlement to CA from 
22 May 2014 to date, was under review and that should a Deciding Officer decide that she was 
not entitled to CA during that period or that she was entitled to a lower rate than was paid, she 
would be liable to refund any monies paid to which she was not entitled. She was offered the 
opportunity to furnish any statement or evidence she wanted to supply in the matter.

On 7 February 2019, a Deciding Officer reviewed all the evidence and decided that the per-
son concerned was no longer entitled to CA as she had failed to show that her means were not 
less than the statutory limit and had failed to supply documentation that was requested from her.  
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In addition it was decided that she was not entitled to CA from 1 December 2016 to 13 February 
2019 for the same reasons.

As a result, it was further decided that she had been overpaid an amount of money which she 
is liable to refund to the Department. My Department will engage with the customer regarding 
an appropriate debt recovery plan.

The person concerned was notified on 7 February 2019 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of her right of review and appeal. To date, no request for a further review or appeal has been 
received from the person concerned.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WREEE00500Disability Allowance Appeals

11/06/2019WREEE00600913. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when a person (details supplied) will receive a decision on a disability allowance appeal; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [23849/19]

11/06/2019WREEE00700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Based on the evidence supplied in support of this person’s ap-
plication, her application for disability allowance (DA) was disallowed on the grounds that the 
medical qualifying condition was not satisfied. The person in question was notified in writing 
of this decision on 30 January 2019.

They requested a review of the decision by a deciding officer (DO) and submitted additional 
medical evidence for consideration. 

When a decision is made on this additional evidence the person concerned will be notified 
directly of the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WREEE00800Social Insurance Payments

11/06/2019WREEE00900914. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a person receiving a State pension (contributory) over 66 years of age while still 
working in a full-time position and paying normal rates of PRSI, tax and so on can benefit from 
paying a reduced PRSI and-or tax contribution; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[23878/19]

11/06/2019WREEE01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Em-
ployees who are over the State pension age, currently 66, are insurable at Class J.  This provides 
cover for occupational injuries benefit only.

Under Class J employees pay no PRSI contribution at all while their employer pays an em-
ployer rate of just 0.5%, compared to the Class A contribution rates of 4% for employees and 
10.95% for employers. 

Taxation policy is a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Finance.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 
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11/06/2019WREEE01100State Pension (Contributory)

11/06/2019WREEE01200915. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if a person (details supplied) will be included in the contributory pension review; if so, when the 
person will be contacted; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23885/19]

11/06/2019WREEE01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records of 
approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate 
State pension contributory entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA)  pension calculation 
which includes provision for HomeCaring periods.

Those being reviewed include eligible pensioners, such as the person concerned, who have 
and underlying entitlement to State pension (contributory) but are currently the beneficiary of 
an Increase for qualified adult payment on their spouses pension.

An examination of the social insurance record of the person concerned shows some unex-
plained gaps.  A request for information about time spent out of the workforce for parenting 
or caring reasons has been sent to her  Included in the letter are details of how to return the re-
quired information using the Department’s online services.  This is the quickest and easiest way 
to provide the information required to complete the person’s review.  The letter also provides a 
dedicated helpline to support and assist the person making their online application, or to request 
a paper application. 

On receipt of the requested information, the person’s state pension (contributory) rate will 
be reviewed and they will be informed of the outcome in writing.  If an increase is due, and it is 
more financially beneficial for them, they will be transferred to their own payment and arrears 
of payment backdated to 30 March 2018 issued without delay.  If no increase is due following, 
they will continue as the beneficiary of an Increase for qualified adult payment on their spouses 
pension. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WREEE01400Partial Capacity Benefit Scheme Eligibility

11/06/2019WREEE01500916. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if she will address a matter regarding payment of partial capacity benefit in the case 
of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23888/19]

11/06/2019WREEE01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Partial Capacity Benefit scheme allows a person with reduced capacity to work and who is in 
receipt of Illness Benefit for at least 26 weeks or Invalidity Pension to return to work and to con-
tinue to receive a payment from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.  

An official of the Department contacted the person concerned on June 7th with regard to 
her Partial Capacity Benefit payment.  Further to that communication, the person concerned has 
elected to continue to receive her Partial Capacity Benefit payment.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WREEE01700Carer’s Allowance Applications
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11/06/2019WREEE01800917. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [24010/19]

11/06/2019WREEE01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care. 

Full-time care and attention does not necessarily mean 24 hours in each day. Full-time care 
and attention can be considered to apply where there is an ongoing and daily commitment by 
the carer and which also generally results in the carer not being able to support him/herself 
through normal full-time employment.

I confirm that my department received an application for CA from the person concerned on 
16 October 2018. 

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding offi-
cer decided that although the person concerned is providing a certain level of care, they are not 
providing full-time care and attention.

The person concerned was notified on 12 February 2019 of this decision, the reason for it 
and of her right of review and appeal. 

My Department have received and forwarded a request for appeal to the Social Welfare Ap-
peals Office (SWAO) for their necessary action. A submission in support of the decision is be-
ing prepared and will shortly be forwarded along with the file to the SWAO for determination.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WREEE02000Social Welfare Appeals

11/06/2019WREEE02100918. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if an application by a person (details supplied) will be expedited; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [24011/19]

11/06/2019WREEE02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was re-
ferred on 24 May 2019 to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal 
based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Deputy’s representations will be brought to the attention of the Appeals Officer to 
whom the case has been assigned. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

 I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WREEE02300Carer’s Allowance Applications

11/06/2019WREEE02400919. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
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Protection the status of an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [24013/19]

11/06/2019WREEE02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An increased payment can be made where full-time care is being provided to two people.

Applications for CA were received from the person concerned on 15 March 2019, in respect 
of his parents. 

A person can be considered to be providing full-time care and attention where they are en-
gaged in employment, self-employment or on training courses outside the home for a maximum 
of 15 hours per week, provided that they can show to the satisfaction of a deciding officer that 
adequate care has been provided for the care recipient in their absence.

As the applicant is engaged in farming the matter was referred to a local Social Welfare 
Inspector (SWI) on 2 April 2019 to assess the level of care being provided, assess means and 
confirm that all the conditions for receipt of CA are satisfied.

Once the SWI has reported, a decision will be made and the person concerned will be noti-
fied directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WREEE02600Carer’s Allowance Appeals

11/06/2019WREEE02700920. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [24024/19]

11/06/2019WREEE02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was reg-
istered in that office on 25th February 2019.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process 
that the relevant papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds 
of appeal be sought from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.  These 
papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 30th May 2019 and the case is 
referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on docu-
mentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WREEE02900Carer’s Allowance Appeals

11/06/2019WREEE03000921. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
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if she will make a statement on the matter. [24025/19]

11/06/2019WREEE03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was 
referred on 28th May 2019 to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the ap-
peal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WREEE03200Invalidity Pension Applications

11/06/2019WREEE03300922. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when an application for an invalidity pension will be processed for a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24062/19]

11/06/2019WREEE03400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The lady referred to has been awarded invalidity pension with ef-
fect from 28 March 2019. She has an entitlement to state pension contributory (SPC) with effect 
from 20 April 2019. Payment of IP arrears due from 28 March 2019 to 19 April 2019 (less any 
overlapping social welfare payment) will issue to her nominated bank account as soon as pos-
sible.  The lady in question was notified of this decision on 10 June 2019.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WREEE03500Invalidity Pension Applications

11/06/2019WREEE03600923. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if an application for invalidity pension will be expedited for a person (details supplied). 
[24068/19]

11/06/2019WREEE03700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions. 

The Department received a claim for IP for the gentleman concerned on 23 May 2019.  The 
claim will be processed as quickly as possible and he will be notified directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WREEE03800Household Benefits Scheme

11/06/2019WREEE03900924. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if the household benefits package will be restored for those in receipt of carer’s al-
lowance that are not living with those they care for; and if such carers will be made eligible for 
the fuel allowance. [24075/19]
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11/06/2019WREEE04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
household benefits package (HHB) comprises the electricity or gas allowance, and the free tele-
vision licence.  My Department will spend approximately €248 million this year on HHB for 
over 446,000 customers. The package is generally available to people living in the State aged 
66 years or over who are in receipt of a social welfare type payment or who satisfy a means test.  
The package is also available to some people under the age of 66 who are in receipt of certain 
welfare type payments.  

Since 1 April 2012, new applicants in receipt of Carers Allowance who are not living with 
the person for whom they provide care do not have an automatic entitlement to the household 
benefits package. Carers who live with the person they are caring for can still have an entitle-
ment to the household benefits package and do not have to satisfy the household composition 
criteria.  

The Government values the role of carers very much and it is for this reason that they re-
ceive significant income supports from the Department.  In addition to carer’s allowance carers 
receive additional support in the form of free travel and household benefits (for those who live 
with the person for whom they care) and the annual carers support grant (€1,700) in respect of 
each person for whom they care.  

Where a person is in receipt of certain qualifying social welfare payments, and also provid-
ing full time care and attention to another person, they can keep their primary social welfare 
payment and also get the half-rate carer’s allowance.  It should also be noted that since October 
2013 the payment of half-rate carer’s allowance does not preclude a person from qualifying 
for fuel allowance.  If a person is in receipt of a non-contributory social welfare payment and 
a half-rate carer’s allowance, then they are deemed to have satisfied the means test and fuel al-
lowance is payable subject to all remaining criteria being satisfied.  If a person is in receipt of 
a contributory social welfare payment and a half-rate carer’s allowance then they will have to 
undergo a means test for fuel allowance.

The maximum rates of Carer’s Allowance for those aged under 66, at €219 (€257 for car-
ers aged 66 or over) for where one person is being cared for, and €328.50 (€385.50 for carers 
aged 66 or over) where there are two or more carees , is significantly higher than that for most 
schemes administered by my department.  

The means test for carers allowance has been significantly eased over the years, and is now 
one of the most generous means tests in the social welfare system, most notably with regard to 
spouse’s earnings.  At present the means test for Carer’s Allowance allows for an income disre-
gard of €332.50 per week for a single person and €665 for a couple.  In the case of a single carer, 
that person may retain a full-rate payment of €219.00 while having an annual income of just 
under €19,000.00, or retain a payment of €109.00 per week (just under half rate) while having 
an annual income of €25,400.00, or retain the minimum payment of €4 per week while having 
an annual income of €31,100.00. 

Carers can also engage in employment, self-employment, training or education courses out-
side the home for not more than 15 hours a week.

Any decision to change the qualifying criteria for HHB or fuel allowance would have bud-
getary consequences and would have to be considered in the context of budget negotiations. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WREEE04100Carer’s Allowance Applications
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11/06/2019WREEE04200925. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [24081/19]

11/06/2019WREEE04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

CA was awarded to the person concerned on 30 April 2019 with effect from 31 January 
2019. The first payment issued to her nominated bank account on 9 May 2019.  

Arrears of allowance due from to 31 January have also issued.  The person concerned was 
notified of these details on 30 April 2019.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WREEE04400Carer’s Allowance Appeals

11/06/2019WREEE04500926. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [24082/19]

11/06/2019WREEE04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was 
referred to an Appeals Officer who has decided to hold an oral hearing in this case on 25th June 
2019.  The person concerned has been notified of the arrangements for the hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WREEE04700Carer’s Allowance Appeals

11/06/2019WREEE04800927. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [24083/19]

11/06/2019WREEE04900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
am advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully consid-
ered all of the available evidence, including that adduced at the oral hearing held on 26 March 
2019, decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned.  Under social welfare legislation, 
the decision of an Appeals Officer is final and conclusive and may only be reviewed in the light 
of additional evidence or new facts.  

I am advised that the person concerned has submitted additional evidence and that the Ap-
peals Officer has agreed to review the case.  The person concerned will be contacted when the 
review of the appeal decision has been finalised.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
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Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRFFF00200Carer’s Allowance Appeals

11/06/2019WRFFF00300928. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an appeal in relation to carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24084/19]

11/06/2019WRFFF00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty):  I 
am advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully consid-
ered all of the available evidence including that adduced at the oral hearing held on 27 March 
2019, decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned. The person concerned has been 
notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRFFF00500Carer’s Benefit Applications

11/06/2019WRFFF00600929. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application in relation to a carer’s allowance by a person (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24085/19]

11/06/2019WRFFF00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s benefit (CARB) is a PRSI based payment, made to a person who is providing full-time 
care and attention to a child or an adult who has such a disability that as a result they require 
that level of care.

Evidence must be provided in respect of the care recipient’s care requirement, the level of 
care the carer provides, the carer’s hours of employment and their PRSI record, before a deci-
sion can be made on entitlement to carer’s benefit (CARB).

An application for CARB was received from the person concerned on 27 March 2019. 

Additional information in relation to the person’s employment was requested by a deciding 
officer on 6 June 2019.

Once the information is received the application will be processed without delay and the 
person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRFFF00800Disability Allowance Applications

11/06/2019WRFFF00900930. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
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tection when an application for disability allowance will be processed in respect of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24107/19]

11/06/2019WRFFF01000Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I confirm that a request for a review of his disability allowance 
(DA) was received from this gentleman by the Department on 8 March 2019.  The application 
was referred to a social welfare inspector (SWI) for a report on the person’s means and circum-
stances.  

A review of this gentleman’s DA was carried out on 7 June 2019 and he was notified of the 
outcome directly in writing. Arrears of allowance due also issued to the person concerned on 7 
June 2019.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRFFF01100Invalidity Pension Applications Data

11/06/2019WRFFF01200931. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of invalidity pension applications received in 2018 and to date in 2019; and the 
number of applications that have been approved or refused. [24112/19]

11/06/2019WRFFF01300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The following table shows the number of invalidity pension claims 
received, approved and refused for periods requested.

2019 (YTD) 2018
No of applications received 4,880 10,967
* Claims awarded 3,467 7,334
Claims disallowed 1,928 4,601
Claims withdrawn  499 1,157
*Please note that the statistics in relation to awarded cases include cases in the disallowed 

category which were subsequently awarded following a review or a successful appeal.

11/06/2019WRFFF01400Disability Allowance Appeals

11/06/2019WRFFF01500932. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a disability allowance by a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24157/19]

11/06/2019WRFFF01600Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that the appeal 
from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer who has decided to hold an oral 
hearing in this case on 25th June 2019.  The person concerned has been notified of the arrange-
ments for the hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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11/06/2019WRFFF01700Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

11/06/2019WRFFF01800933. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a domiciliary care allowance for a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [24166/19]

11/06/2019WRFFF01900Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal 
by the person concerned was referred on 28th May 2019 to an Appeals Officer  who will make 
a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRFFF02000Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

11/06/2019WRFFF02100934. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a domiciliary care allowance appeal by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [24167/19]

11/06/2019WRFFF02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was 
referred on 28th May 2019 to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the ap-
peal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRFFF02300State Pension (Contributory) Data

11/06/2019WRFFF02400935. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the savings made from 2013 to 2018 and the estimated full year savings in 2019 arising 
from changes made to the calculation of the contributory pension in 2012, in tabular form; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [24170/19]

11/06/2019WRFFF02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
There were two changes to how the contributory state pension was calculated introduced in 
2012. 

First, in April 2012, the number of paid contributions required to qualify for a state pen-
sion (contributory) increased from 260 to 520. This change was signalled well in advance of 
its introduction. In 1993, “Developing the National Pension System - Final Report of the Na-
tional Pensions Board” was published, and recommended that the number of paid contribu-
tions required to qualify for a contributory pension should be increased to 520 contributions, in 
recognition of the expansion of PRSI coverage over the decades. The enabling legislation was 
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contained in Section 12 of the Social Welfare Act 1997, which provided for the implementation 
of the change in two stages, with the paid contribution requirement being standardised initially 
at 260 from 2002, and rising to 520 from April 2012, 15 years after its introduction in law. 

Those who were affected by this change may or may not have an alternative State pension 
payment.  Where they do not and they have made no claim for a state pension, it is not possible 
to state what the rate of that payment would have been, had there been no policy change. 

The second change was introduced as part of Budget 2012.  From September 2012, new rate 
bands for State pension (contributory) were introduced. These new rate bands more accurately 
reflect the social insurance history of a person and ensure that those who contribute more during 
a working life are likely to benefit more in retirement than those with less frequent contributions 
during working life. 

Due to the interaction between these and other effects over the period from 2012, it is not 
possible to isolate the figures requested in tabular form. It has however been estimated that 
the savings to the Social Insurance Fund resulting from the change in rate bands was rising by 
roughly €10 million per annum, as they applied to new pensioners from September 2012, and 
that this would have reached some €60 to €80 million by 2018, based upon those paid in the 
relevant ratebands.  However, the saving could be higher as some pensioners, as a result of this 
change, are alternatively paid State pension (non-contributory) at a higher rate than their SPC 
entitlement.  

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRFFF02600State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

11/06/2019WRFFF02700936. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost in 2019 and projected cost in 2020, exclusive of arrears, of reas-
sessing persons for entitlement to a contributory pension under the total contributions approach; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24171/19]

11/06/2019WRFFF02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): On 
23 January 2018, this Government agreed to a proposal that will allow pensioners affected by 
the 2012 changes in rate bands to have their pension entitlement calculated on a Total Contribu-
tions Approach (TCA) basis, including provision for up to 20 years of a new home caring credit.  
The effect of this is that a post-2012 pensioner who has 20 years of HomeCaring periods can 
qualify for a maximum rate pension with just 20 years of paid contributions.  Most pensioners 
with only 20 years contributions, whether qualifying under pre-2012 or post-2012 ratebands, 
could not qualify for a maximum rate pension under the Yearly Average system, unless they first 
entered insurable employment in their 40s, or later.

The TCA ensures that the totality of a person’s social insurance contributions, as opposed 
to the timing of them, determines what their final pension outcome will be. In particular it will 
benefit people whose work history includes an extended period of time outside the paid work-
place raising families or in a full-time caring role. Crucially, unlike the current Homemakers 
scheme or earlier proposals for Homemakers Credits, HomeCaring Periods apply to periods 
both before and after 1994. This recognises that most people reaching pension age between 
2012 and 2019, if they had taken a home caring break looking after young children, would most 
likely have done so before 1994.

This approach will make it easier for many post-2012 pensioners affected by the 2012 rate 
band changes to qualify for a higher rate of the State pension (contributory), particularly if they 
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were absent from the workforce caring for children, or an older person with a care need.

Using figures provided by the Actuarial Review of the Social Insurance Fund, my Depart-
ment estimated that the cost of the interim TCA approach for those who reach State Pension 
Age in 2019 would be circa €54 million.  The precise figure will depend upon a number of 
factors, including take-up of HomeCaring periods, and also the inflows from other payments, 
where a person has no existing SPC claim in the system, but may now find it more advanta-
geous than their current payment.

At this stage, we do not have sufficient information to provide an estimate for 2020 costs, 
as the Department intends introducing further reform in this area, TCA 2020, within that time-
frame.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRFFF02900Social Welfare Appeals

11/06/2019WRFFF03000937. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24174/19]

11/06/2019WRFFF03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was re-
ferred to an Appeals Officer on 22nd January 2019. The Appeals Officer requested additional 
documentation from the person concerned on 7th May 2019 and is still awaiting this. 

When the response from the person concerned has been received the Appeals Officer will 
make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if 
required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRFFF03200State Pensions

11/06/2019WRFFF03300938. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a pension by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [24175/19]

11/06/2019WRFFF03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was 
registered in that office on 13th May 2019.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process 
that the relevant Departmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds 
of appeal be sought.  When these papers have been received from the Department the case in 
question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the ap-
peal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
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against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRFFF03500Disability Allowance Applications

11/06/2019WRFFF03600939. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when an application for a disability allowance will be approved for a person (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24185/19]

11/06/2019WRFFF03700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Based on the evidence supplied in support of their application 
for disability allowance (DA), this person’s application was disallowed on the grounds that the 
medical qualifying condition was not satisfied. They were notified in writing of this decision 
on 2 October 2017. 

The person concerned requested an appeal and submitted additional medical evidence for 
consideration. The Department was notified by the social welfare appeals office (SWAO) on the 
6 June 2019 that the appeal for the person in question has been successful. We will implement 
the Appeals Officers decision once my department receives the decision papers.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRFFF03800State Pension (Contributory) Data

11/06/2019WRFFF03900940. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the increases provided to those who have to date had their entitlement to a contributory 
pension reviewed; the number to date that have received an increase by values (details supplied) 
in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24186/19]

11/06/2019WRFFF04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records of 
approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate 
State pension contributory entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation 
which includes provision for homecaring periods.

Regardless of when a review is conducted, where an increase in payment is due, the person’s 
rate of payment is adjusted without delay and arrears paid, backdated to 30 March 2018 or the 
person’s 66th birthday if later.  Where a person’s rate does not increase following review, the 
person will continue to receive their existing rate of payment.

The detailed breakdown requested by the Deputy is not readily available, however, it should 
be noted that approximately 67% of cases, where increases were awarded, achieved the maxi-
mum personal rate State pension contributory. Based on an analysis of sample of cases where 
an increase was awarded, the best estimate at this stage is that 16% of those who received an 
increase received a weekly increase of over €30; 36% received an increase of between €20 - 
€30; 4% received an increase of between €15 and €20; 4% received an increase of between €10 
and €15; 4% received an increase of between €5 and €10; 36% received an increase up to €5. 
Importantly, most of those who received less than €5.00 following their review achieved maxi-
mum personal contributory pension rate, which cannot be further improved upon.
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

11/06/2019WRFFF04100Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

11/06/2019WRFFF04200941. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if there are circumstances under which a person may have an extension granted to the 
duration of their participation in a community employment scheme; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [24200/19]

11/06/2019WRFFF04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Community Employment (CE) is an active labour market programme designed to provide eli-
gible long term unemployed people and other disadvantaged persons with an opportunity to 
engage in useful work within their communities on a temporary, fixed term basis. CE helps 
unemployed people to re-enter the active workforce by breaking their experience of unemploy-
ment through a return to a work routine and to assist them to enhance/develop both their techni-
cal and personal skills. 

The person referred to by the Deputy will have completed 3 years on CE on 5th July 2019. 
While on CE he undertook training in 360 Excavator Experienced Operator, Safe Pass, Hand 
Held Pesticide and is currently undertaking the First Aid Response training all of which should 
benefit him in his endeavours to secure full time sustainable employment.

On completion of his term on CE, Mr Trimble can apply for a Jobseekers payment and he 
will be supported through the Departments activation measures. Case officers will engage with 
him, agree a personal progression plan (PPP)  and support him to avail of all reasonable em-
ployment opportunities offered to him.

11/06/2019WRFFF04400State Pension (Contributory) Data

11/06/2019WRFFF04500942. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of persons that have had their entitlement to a contributory pension reviewed 
to date that are now in receipt of the full rate of contributory pension; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [24336/19]

11/06/2019WRFFF04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records of 
approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate 
State pension contributory entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation 
which includes provision for homecaring periods.

Regardless of when a review is conducted, where an increase in payment is due, the per-
son’s rate of payment is adjusted without delay and arrears paid, backdated to 30 March 2018 
or the person’s 66th birthday if later.  Where a person’s rate does not increase following review, 
the person will continue to receive their existing rate of payment.   The detailed breakdown 
requested by the Deputy is not readily available.     However, based on an analysis of a sample 
of cases where increases were awarded as of 23 May 2019, the best estimate at this stage is 
approximately 67% achieved maximum personal rate State pension contributory.   I hope this 
clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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11/06/2019WRFFF04700River Basin Management Plans

11/06/2019WRFFF04800943. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of the surveys being carried out under the water framework directive in the 
south east of the country; the expected timeframe for surveys to be complete; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23203/19]

11/06/2019WRFFF04900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The River Basin Management Plan for Ireland 2018 – 2021 sets out the actions which Ireland 
will take over the period in order to improve the quality of our aquatic environment and meet 
the objectives of the EU Water Framework Directive. 

The Local Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO) is a shared service working with local 
authorities and State agencies to develop and implement the River Basin Management Plan. 
Their work involves the assessment of water bodies to understand any issues affecting water 
quality. Working with local communities, landowners, business owners and public bodies, the 
Programme team develops relevant and workable solutions to identified issues. 

The Plan lists 190 Priority Areas for Action (PAA) around which LAWPRO’s work is con-
centrated. Thirty-five of these areas are located in the South East Region. LAWPRO is currently 
carrying out local catchment assessments in nine of these areas as follows: 

Athy stream
Clodiagh (Portlaw)
Dinin (South, Main and Muckalee channels)
Owveg (Nore)
Sow
Tay
Burren
Clashawley
Nuenna
These areas are all are tributaries of the Barrow, Suir, Nore and Slaney rivers and the assess-

ment work is expected to conclude on each before December 2021.

Informing and working with local communities is an important part of LAWPRO’s work. 
Prior to commencing their assessments, LAWPRO organises a community information meeting 
to discuss the water body with local people and interest groups. These meetings are publicised 
via the placement of adverts in local newspapers, and the distribution of posters and leaflets. 
Local meetings are followed by farmer engagement events organised by advisors from the col-
laborative Agricultural Sustainability Support and Advisory Programme, with the support of 
LAWPRO staff. The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine issues letters of invitation 
to farmers within the PAA for these events.

LAWPRO catchment scientists analyse feedback from local communities and farmers along 
with scientific data from the EPA, local authorities and other bodies before designing a field-
work plan to address gaps in their understanding of how water flows through the catchment and 
the local pressures on water quality in that area. 

As part of their fieldwork, LAWPRO catchment scientists walk the riverbanks and take wa-
ter samples to assess the condition of the river. Once the fieldwork is concluded and analysed, 
LAWPRO discuss the outcome of the assessment with the relevant implementing bodies or 
landowners and agree timelines for implementation of measures to improve water quality. The 
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advisors from the Agricultural Sustainability Support and Advisory Programme will discuss 
any agricultural measures with the farmers. 

LAWPRO plan to carry out 101 detailed desk-studies, 87 community information meetings 
and conduct 75 catchment assessments nationally by December 2019. 

LAWPRO will produce a report for each Priority Area for Action and information will also 
be available on the www.catchments.ie website later in the summer.

11/06/2019WRGGG00200Mortgage to Rent Scheme

11/06/2019WRGGG00300944. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if mortgage to rent mortgages are exempt from being sold to private equity firms; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [23292/19]

11/06/2019WRGGG00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Mortgage to Rent Scheme for borrowers of private lending institutions is targeted at those 
households in arrears who are eligible for social housing support, whose mortgage has been 
deemed unsustainable in accordance with the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears and Mort-
gage Arrears Resolution Process enforced by the Central Bank.  

Under the Mortgage to Rent scheme, a household with mortgage arrears goes from being 
a homeowner to becoming a social housing tenant.  The borrower voluntarily surrenders their 
property to their lender who in turn sells the property to an Approved Housing Body (AHB) 
or another approved company called Home For Life. This facilitates the household remaining 
in their home as social housing tenants paying an affordable rent based on their income.  The 
AHB or Home For Life receives monthly payments from the local authority in accordance with 
the agreement(s) they enter into with the local authority for the length of those agreements.

In terms of the mortgages associated with properties that progress through the MTR scheme, 
the proceeds from the sale of the property go towards the borrower’s mortgage debt.  Any debt 
remaining after the sale of the property is a contractual matter between the lender and the bor-
rower. The regulation of the sale of mortgage assets is a matter for the Minister for Finance and 
the Central Bank.

11/06/2019WRGGG00500Wild Fires

11/06/2019WRGGG00600945. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if he will consider putting in place new protocols in the instances of the Air Corps 
being unable to supply air cover to fight wildfires such as the case which occurred recently in 
County Donegal; if protocols will be put in place by which air cover would be either called 
in from the private sector, Northern Ireland or western Scotland in the case of fires in north-
western Ireland; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that further to the publication of the 
recent report into air cover for wild fires in County Donegal, one of the main reasons air cover 
cannot be guaranteed is the lack of personnel in the Air Corps at present and it is noted it will 
take some time to restore numbers to sufficient levels as to guarantee air cover for instances; 
if he will initiate clear protocols to be established between his Department, the various local 
authorities and fire services and-or the RAF and-or the Irish Coast Guard, if required, in order 
to avoid future time delays in providing air cover to fight wildfires; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23427/19]
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11/06/2019WRGGG00700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): Despite the efforts of the fire and emergency services and local 
farming communities, using controlled burning at appropriate times of the year, wildland fires 
can unfortunately occur in certain areas of the country during very dry conditions. 

Considerable inter-agency efforts have been made to reduce the incidence of wildland fires, 
led by my colleague, the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, whose Department 
monitors conditions and issues wildland fire warning notices. That Department has led an inter-
agency review with a view to enhancing the mitigation of wildland/gorse fires. It is imperative 
that communities and relevant bodies continue to work together to seek to prevent and control 
wildland fires. 

Local authority fire services respond to incidents of fire in accordance with the provisions of 
the Fire Services Acts, 1981 and 2003. The officer in charge of the local authority fire brigade is 
empowered to request additional resources as part of the response, taking account of the situa-
tion confronted and drawing on standard approaches to firefighting and operational guidelines. 

The priority of fire services in responding to incidents of wildland fires is the protection of 
life in local communities and among emergency responders. An important secondary objective 
is working with local communities to try to protect infrastructure, family homes and other prop-
erty, as well as conservation areas, where it is safe to do so.  

The response to such wildfires is supported by well established arrangements where local 
authority fire services may, through the National Directorate for Fire and Emergency Manage-
ment (NDFEM) in my Department, request the assistance of the Defence Forces. The kind of 
support provided to local authority fire services by the Defence Forces in wildland fire-fighting 
has been very effective and is greatly appreciated. 

It is acknowledged that the primary function of the Air Corps helicopter fleet is not fire-
fighting and  there are times when aerial firefighting support may not be available or the heli-
copters may be deployed at other locations. In such instances, this information will be relayed 
to the senior fire officer at the scene who, depending on the circumstances, may decide to ac-
tivate a procedure for the use of private helicopters with aerial firefighting capability, if this is 
available.  Irish Coast Guard helicopters provide a vital search and rescue service and would not 
be requested or deployed for aerial firefighting. 

It is anticipated that aerial firefighting support would only be requested from another ju-
risdiction in extreme circumstances where neither the Air Corps nor private helicopter capac-
ity were available to provide assistance.  It is often the case that conditions which support the 
development of wildland fires will affect adjacent jurisdictions at the same time, and therefore 
its aerial firefighting resources may already be deployed.

11/06/2019WRGGG00800Urban Renewal Schemes

11/06/2019WRGGG00900946. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the date on which a budget for the running of the Tipperary task force was approved; the amount 
approved; the way in which it will be administered; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [23457/19]

11/06/2019WRGGG01000947. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the funding approved and allocated to the Tipperary task force under the leadership of 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23463/19]
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11/06/2019WRGGG01100964. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the funding provided to the Tipperary task force under the leadership of a person (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23464/19]

11/06/2019WRGGG01200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 946, 947 and 964 together.

Supporting the development and growth of towns and villages across Ireland is a major 
priority for this Government and to this end policy interventions are being pursued across a 
number of Government Departments and are being implemented by local authorities around the 
country.  In particular, €2 billion is available under the Urban Regeneration and Development 
Fund, with a further €1 billion available under the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund.

The Tipperary Town Forum is a local initiative supported by Tipperary County Council and 
a number of state agencies. I met with local stakeholders on 24 January 2019 and following that 
meeting a series of measures were put in train. A submission from Tipperary County Council 
seeking funding to support the Forum is currently under consideration in my Department and 
will be finalised shortly. 

The work of the Town Centre Forum over a three year period will focus on preparing proj-
ects for submission under the various funding programmes that have been put in place by the 
Government. 

My Department will continue to engage with Tipperary County Council to provide advices 
and support in relation to its work on the development and regeneration of its towns, including 
Tipperary Town.

11/06/2019WRGGG01400Housing Issues

11/06/2019WRGGG01500948. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the estimated cost of restoring the housing aid for older people scheme budget to 2010 
levels; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23645/19]

11/06/2019WRGGG01600949. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the estimated cost of reversing the changes to criteria introduced to the housing aid scheme in 
January 2014 to ensure better access to grants for disadvantaged older persons; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23646/19]

11/06/2019WRGGG01700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 948 and 949 together.

My Department provides funding under the suite of Housing Adaptation Grants for Older 
People and People with a Disability, in respect of private houses.  There are three separate 
grants available, including the Housing Aid for Older People grant. Funding of €71.25 million 
was allocated for the three grants in 2019, with responsibility for the apportionment between 
them being a matter for each local authority.  Any increase in funding would have to be consid-
ered in the context of the full suite of grants. An additional €28.38 million would be required to 
restore the funding for the three grants to 2010 levels.

The terms and conditions governing the grants were examined in 2013 by a review group 
that included representatives of grant beneficiaries and the local authorities. They considered 
how the benefits of the grants could be spread as widely as possible and to achieve fairness and 
value for money in the grants process. Arising from the recommendations of the review group, 
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the income requirements, eligibility and maximum grant were revised in 2014 to focus the 
grants towards those with the greatest need. It is not possible to predict the number of potential 
new applications that fall outside the new criteria introduced in 2014, and therefore my Depart-
ment is not in a position to furnish an estimate of the cost of reversing these policies.

I am conscious of the benefit accruing from these grants, particularly in terms of facilitating 
older people and people with a disability, to remain living independently in their own homes.  
This is recognised in the Programme for Government and as a consequence, funding has been 
increasing year on year since 2014.  As part of the annual budgetary process, consideration will 
be given in future years to increasing further the funding for these grants in line with both Re-
building Ireland and the Government’s Policy Statement on Housing Options for Our Ageing 
Population, which is available on my Department’s website at the following link: www.housing.
gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/housingoptionsforanageingpopulationeng_web.pdf.

11/06/2019WRGGG01900Fire Safety

11/06/2019WRGGG02000950. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his plans to establish a remedial fund for fire safety issues in apartment blocks; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24052/19]

11/06/2019WRGGG02100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): In the first instance, I would like to acknowledge the stressful 
circumstances which the owners and residents of buildings face when defects occur in their 
homes.   

However, in general, building defects are matters for resolution between the contracting 
parties involved: the homeowner, the builder, the developer and/or their respective insurers, 
structural guarantee or warranty scheme. It is important to note that while my Department has 
overall responsibility for establishing and maintaining an effective regulatory framework for 
building standards and building control, it has no general statutory role in resolving defects in 
privately owned buildings, including dwellings, nor does it have a budget for such matters.  It 
is not possible for the State to take on responsibility/liability for all legacy issues, nor would it 
send the right message to the industry regarding their responsibility for compliance. 

Local authorities have extensive powers of inspection and enforcement under the Fire Ser-
vices Acts 1981 and 2003, the Housing Acts and the Planning and Development Acts, all of 
which may be relevant where fire safety concerns arise in residential developments. Fire ser-
vices may inspect buildings in cases of defects or complaints in respect of fire safety.  They 
work with building owners to ensure immediate risks are addressed, and  a plan put in place 
for works to bring buildings into compliance. They have enforcement powers for cases where 
co-operation is not forthcoming, or progress cannot be made on an agreed basis.  Local authori-
ties are independent in the use of their statutory powers.

In the interest of supporting owners and residents living in developments where concerns 
regarding non-compliance with fire safety requirements arise, it was agreed that a review be 
undertaken by an independent fire expert to develop a framework for general application.  In 
August 2017, the  Framework for Enhancing Fire Safety in Dwellings was published, which 
is intended to be used as a guide by the owners and occupants of dwellings where fire safety 
deficiencies have been identified, or are a cause for concern. The Framework will also be of 
assistance to professional advisors, both in developing strategies to improve fire safety and in 
developing strategies to enable continued occupation in advance of undertaking the necessary 
works to ensure compliance with the relevant Building Regulations. The Framework is avail-
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able on my Department’s website at the following link: www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/
publications/files/framework_for_enhancing_fire_safety_in_dwellings.pdf.

In the aftermath of the Grenfell Tower tragedy in June 2017, and in recognition of fears ex-
pressed for fire safety, my Department’s National Directorate for Fire and Emergency Manage-
ment was asked to convene a Task Force to lead a re-appraisal of our approach to fire safety in 
Ireland.  In its report, the Task Force acknowledges the importance of fire safety in apartment 
buildings and makes a number of recommendations in this regard and I have tasked the Direc-
torate’s Management Board with implementation of the recommendations within its remit, and 
oversight of the implementation of other recommendations.  The Task Force Report is available 
on my Department’s website at the following link: www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/pub-
lications/files/fire_safety_in_ireland_-_report_of_the_fire_safety_task_force.pdf. 

In addition, in relation to the Building Regulations, work has been on-going to review Part B 
– Fire Safety and a new Part B/ TGD B Volume 2 (2017) came into force on 1 July 2017. This 
Volume 2 applies to dwellings only.  A revised Volume 1, dealing with buildings other than 
dwellings, which includes apartments, is being prepared for public consultation.

Finally, in response to the building failures that have emerged over the last decade, my De-
partment has advanced a robust and focused Building Control Reform Agenda, including:

-  Amendments to the Building Control Regulations;      

-  Establishment of a shared services National Building Control Management Project; and

-  The ongoing development of new legislation through the Building Control (Construction 
Industry Register Ireland) Bill.

These reforms have already brought, and will continue to bring, a new order and discipline 
to bear on construction projects, creating an enhanced culture of compliance with the Building 
Regulations.

11/06/2019WRGGG02200Housing Estates

11/06/2019WRGGG02300951. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if there is a fund available at national level for local authorities to address outstanding 
matters in residential developments that have not yet been taken in charge and in circumstances 
in which a remaining bond is insufficient to cover the cost of outstanding works; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23197/19]

11/06/2019WRGGG02400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department  launched the National Taking-in-Charge Initiative (NTICI) in April 2016 to trial 
new approaches and working methods in supporting and accelerating overall national and local 
action on the taking-in-charge process of housing estates, including estates with developer-
provided water services infrastructure which can include stand-alone treatment plants. Under 
the terms of the NTICI, which was underpinned by a once off fund of €10 million, develop-
ments subject to valid taking-in-charge applications were eligible for inclusion in the associated 
call for funding proposals. Ultimately, €7.5 million of the allocated funding was paid to local 
authorities in respect of 330 developments, containing some 14,930 homes. 

Findings and recommendations from the NTICI process were included in a report on the 
initiative that was published by my Department in December 2018. The report is available at 
the following link:  www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/national_taking_
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in_charge_initiative_report_dec2018.pdf. 

The publication of the NTICI report is of value to local authorities and other stakeholders 
in applying the lessons from the pilot authorities, in a more general roll-out of a streamlined 
approach to taking-in-charge, including through coordination with capital works by Irish Water. 
In this regard, my Department is liaising with Irish Water in relation to the report.

Ultimately, however, progression of individual developments through the taking-in-charge 
process is a matter for the relevant housing developer, the residents in such developments and 
the relevant local authority, following the procedures laid out in section 180 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000 (as amended).

The National Development Plan, published last year, includes a provision for €31 million 
for the period 2018-2021 for developer-provided infrastructure, commencing with a provision 
of €6 million in 2019.  The multi-annual programme will be initiated through the invitation of 
project bids from local authorities followed by their evaluation by an Expert Panel, set up by my 
Department, to independently evaluate the bid projects to be approved for funding.

My Department is currently finalising the details of the programme and it is expected that 
the invitation for project bids from local authorities will issue shortly, with approval of projects 
for this first cycle multi-annual programme to take place once proposals submitted have been 
assessed.

11/06/2019WRGGG02500Rent Pressure Zones

11/06/2019WRGGG02600952. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the position in relation to the application of the rent pressure zone limits to landlords 
that are in a RAS contract with a local authority in which the contract predated the introduction 
of the rent pressure zone limit; if the landlord can renegotiate a new rent at the end of the stan-
dard four year term; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23206/19]

11/06/2019WRGGG02700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Government’s Strategy for the Rental Sector recognises that rapidly increasing rental infla-
tion is the most significant challenge to security of tenure in the rental sector and that there is a 
need for a targeted, time-bound and transparent policy response to the issue of rising rents.  To 
address this, the Government introduced the Rent Predictability Measure.  This measure, which 
was provided for by the Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 
2016, introduced the concept of Rent Pressure Zones (RPZs) to moderate the rate of rent in-
creases in those areas of the country where rents are highest and rising quickly.

The first rent review in relation to a property in a new Rent Pressure Zone (RPZ) can only 
take place 24 months after the time that the tenancy was established or 24 months after the time 
that the rent was last set in respect of the dwelling in question. Thereafter, rent reviews can take 
place annually in RPZs. Tenants must be given 90 days’ notice of a new rent and can make an 
application for dispute resolution to the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) if they consider the 
rent increase to be in excess of the market rent. A dispute can also be raised where the dwelling 
is located in a RPZ and the tenant considers that the rent increase does not comply with the 4% 
p.a. rent increase restriction.    

In the case of a tenancy of a dwelling in an RPZ, a landlord must, at the commencement of 
the tenancy, furnish the tenant with details of the amount of the previous rent for the dwelling 
and the date that it was set. In reviewing a rent in a RPZ, the landlord must also provide the 
tenant with 3 examples of rents for similar properties in a comparable area.
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The rent increase restriction of 4% p.a. in RPZs equally applies to social housing tenancies 
under the Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS).  Where the local authority in a RPZ wishes 
to offer a new RAS contract or to review a RAS rent, the rent increase restriction provisions 
under the Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2019 apply as outlined above. It is a matter for each 
local authority, as the lessee in RAS contracts, to ensure compliance with the RPZ legislation in 
respect of RAS dwellings. The application of the Rent Predictability measures in RPZs assist 
local authorities and tenants to secure units within the private rental market at a more sustain-
able and predictable cost.  

 The RTB provides information in relation to rent setting in RPZs at the following weblink: 
https://onestopshop.rtb.ie/rent-pressure-zones/.

11/06/2019WRGGG02800Home Loan Scheme

11/06/2019WRGGG02900953. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment further to Parliamentary Question No. 127 of 14 May 2019, if the internal review has been 
completed; if so, the details of same; when an announcement will be made in order to recom-
mence the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23224/19]

11/06/2019WRGGG03000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan scheme was launched in February 2018 to replace the exist-
ing House Purchase and the Home Choice Loan schemes. Towards the end of last year I asked 
my Department to undertake a review of its operation.

In carrying out the review, the Department has consulted with a number of local authorities, 
the Housing Agency and the Housing Finance Agency (HFA). The review also had regard to 
the views raised by public representatives since the scheme’s commencement.  In making any 
recommendations in relation to the operation of the scheme, it also takes account of the need to 
ensure that lending issued under it is provided on a prudential basis, so as to protect the financial 
interests of the borrowers and the local authorities.    

The review has been submitted to me and I am currently examining it.

When the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan was initially being developed, it was estimated 
that the drawdown of loans under the scheme would be approximately €200 million over three 
years. From the data collated on the scheme to date, the RIHL has proven to be more successful 
than initially anticipated, as a result of which, the scheme would require a further tranche of 
funds to be borrowed by the HFA in order to enable its continuation.

My Department is currently in discussions with the Departments of Public Expenditure and 
Reform and Finance with regard to the amount of a second tranche, which I anticipate, will 
be finalised soon. When these discussions are concluded I will be in a position to make an an-
nouncement on the matter.  Ahead of such an announcement, the operation of the scheme is not 
affected; the scheme remains open and all local authorities have been advised to continue to 
receive and process applications up to and including the issuing of loans.

11/06/2019WRGGG03100Tenant Purchase Scheme Eligibility

11/06/2019WRGGG03200954. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if there are circumstances in which a council tenant who inherits a sufficient sum to pur-
chase outright the rented council house in which they live can qualify for the tenant purchase 
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scheme even though their income is entirely from social welfare; if there is discretion in these 
circumstances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23225/19]

11/06/2019WRGGG03300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Housing (Sale of Local Authority Houses) Regulations 2015, provide the basis for the Ten-
ant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme for existing local authority houses.  The Scheme is open to 
eligible tenants, including joint tenants, of local authority houses that are available for sale un-
der the Scheme.  To be eligible, tenants must meet certain criteria, including having a minimum 
reckonable income of €15,000 per annum and having been in receipt of social housing support 
for at least one year.

The minimum reckonable income for eligibility under the scheme is determined by the 
relevant local authority in accordance with the detailed provisions of the Ministerial Direc-
tion issued under Sections 24(3) and (4) of the 2014 Act. In the determination of the minimum 
reckonable income, local authorities can include income from a number of different sources 
and classes, such as from employment, private pensions, maintenance payments and certain 
social welfare payments, including pensions, where the social welfare payment is secondary to 
employment income. 

The minimum income criterion was introduced in order to ensure the sustainability of the 
scheme.  Applicants must demonstrate that they have an income that is long-term and sustain-
able in nature. This ensures that the tenant purchasing the house is in a financial position, as the 
owner, to maintain and insure the property for the duration of the charged period, in compliance 
with the conditions of the order transferring the ownership of, and responsibility for, the house 
from the local authority to the tenant.

It should be noted that the financing of any house sold under the Tenant (Incremental) Pur-
chase Scheme is a separate matter from the eligibility criteria for the scheme.  If the tenant is 
deemed eligible under the scheme, he or she may fund the purchase of a house from one, or a 
combination, of his / her own resources or a mortgage provided by a financial institution or a 
local authority house purchase loan.

In line with the commitment given in the Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan on 
Housing and Homelessness, a review of the operation of the first 12 months of the Tenant Pur-
chase (Incremental) Scheme has been completed and a full report has been prepared setting out 
findings and recommendations.  

Following consideration of a number of implementation issues arising, I expect to be in 
a position to publish the Review shortly. I intend to bring a comprehensive package of social 
housing reform measures to Government in the near future and the relevant recommendations 
made in the Review of the Tenant Purchase Scheme will be progressed as part of that process.

11/06/2019WRGGG03400Social and Affordable Housing Eligibility

11/06/2019WRGGG03500955. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he will address a matter in relation to an assessment of income of a person (details sup-
plied) under social housing guidelines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23228/19]

11/06/2019WRGGG03600995. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if the payment received by an apprentice is fully counted as income when assessing the 
income qualification of a couple to qualify for social housing; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [24184/19]
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11/06/2019WRGGG03700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 955 and 995 together.

Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant local authority, in ac-
cordance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscel-
laneous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, 
as amended. 

The 2011 Regulations prescribe maximum net income limits for each local authority, in dif-
ferent bands according to the area concerned, with income being defined and assessed accord-
ing to a standard Household Means Policy. The 2011 Regulations do not provide local authori-
ties with any discretion to exceed the limits that apply to their administrative areas. 

Under the Household Means Policy, which applies in all local authorities, net income for so-
cial housing assessment is defined as gross household income less income tax, and the universal 
social charge.  The Policy provides for a range of income disregards, and local authorities also 
have discretion to decide to disregard income that is temporary, short-term or once off in nature. 
There is no provision in the policy to deduct any other regular outgoings, such as maintenance 
paid in respect of family members, from gross household income for the purposes of the income 
threshold. 

The income bands and the authority area assigned to each band were based on an assessment 
of the income needed to provide for a household’s basic needs, plus a comparative analysis of 
the local rental cost of housing accommodation across the country. It is important to note that 
the limits introduced at that time also reflected a blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to 
the new system coming into operation, in order to broaden the base from which social hous-
ing tenants are drawn, both promoting sustainable communities and also providing a degree of 
future-proofing.

Given the cost to the State of providing social housing, it is considered prudent and fair to 
direct resources to those most in need of social housing support.  The current income eligibil-
ity requirements generally achieve this, providing for a fair and equitable system of identifying 
those households facing the greatest challenge in meeting their accommodation needs from 
their own resources. 

However, as part of the broader social housing reform agenda, a review of income eligibility 
for social housing supports in each local authority area is underway.  The review will also have 
regard to current initiatives being brought forward in terms of affordability and cost rental and 
will be completed when the impacts of these parallel initiatives have been considered.

11/06/2019WRGGG03800Local Authority Funding

11/06/2019WRGGG03900956. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the response given to the local Government funding review submission 2018 by Meath 
County Council (details supplied); the steps he will take to redress the imbalance in each area 
outlined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23277/19]

11/06/2019WRGGG04000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Local authorities derive their income from a variety of sources, predominantly commercial 
rates, charges for goods and services, such as housing rents, funding from Central Government 
and local property tax (LPT). Central Government funding, both current and capital, emanates 
from a range of Government Departments and Offices. 
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There is a local discretionary element to some locally levied sources of income such as 
LPT, commercial rates and housing rents and it is a matter for Meath County Council to ensure 
it maximises local income sources and manages its expenditure, to deliver optimum servic-
es while delivering value for money for local businesses and citizens. 

Comparing local authority income levels, in absolute terms, is a complex task, given the 
range and variety of local authorities, in terms of, size and population and the associated de-
mands for local public services. 

In relation to LPT, I established a Review Group to examine Baseline Funding of local au-
thorities and in particular the methodology used to determine local authority funding baselines 
and the distribution of any additional available funding for general, non-infrastructure (opera-
tional) purposes. All submissions received as part of the consultation process, including that of 
Meath County Council, were considered by my Department in that context. 

I am considering the recommendations of the Baseline Review Group, having regard to 
the ongoing consideration of LPT and the Report on the Review of Local Property Tax by the 
Oireachtas Budgetary Oversight Committee.

11/06/2019WRGGG04100Social and Affordable Housing

11/06/2019WRGGG04200957. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the regulations regarding termination notices and voluntary housing associations; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [23290/19]

11/06/2019WRGGG04300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2015 amended section 3 of the Residential Tenan-
cies 2004 Act so that dwellings let by approved housing bodies (AHBs) to social housing ten-
ants now come within the remit of the Acts. The position of these tenants significantly improved 
by the change, which commenced on 7 April 2016, as they now benefit from the following: 

-  Increased security of tenure (under Parts 4/5 of the Acts);

-  Access to the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) dispute resolution procedures, includ-
ing its mediation service (under Part 6 of the Acts);

-  Binding obligations on AHBs as landlords to, inter alia, register all tenancies, keep dwell-
ings in good repair and allow peaceful occupation. 

A number of measures have been introduced in recent years with the objective of improv-
ing security of tenure for tenants.  Security of tenure provisions under Part 4 of the Acts apply 
once a tenant has been in occupation of a dwelling for a continuous period of 6 months, with no 
valid notice of termination having been served during that time. A Part 4 tenancy may be termi-
nated by a landlord or tenant, without reason, at the end of its 6 year term. Section 34 provides 
that a landlord must state a reason for the termination in any notice served, other than at the end 
of its six year term, in line with the grounds set out in section 34 of the Acts.

The Acts provide that a Part 4 tenancy can be terminated by a landlord during its term where: 

-  A tenant is non-compliant with their obligations;

-  The dwelling is no longer suitable to the accommodation needs of the tenant;

-  A landlord wishes to sell the property;
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-  A landlord requires the property for their own use of use by a family member; 

-  A landlord wishes to refurbish the property; or

-  A landlord wishes to change the use of  the  dwelling.

The Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2019 further enhances the security of tenure 
for tenants by significantly extending the duration of tenancy termination notice periods; for 
example, a minimum of 180 days (approx. 6 months) notice must be provided by landlords who 
terminate a tenancy of between 3 and 7 years’ duration.  Termination notice periods of up to 224 
days are required for tenancies of 8 or more years. 

Duration of tenancy   New Notice Period    
Less than 6   months 28 days
Not less than 6 monthS but less than 1 year 90 days
Not less than 1 year but less than 3 years 120 days
Not less than 3 years but less than 7 years 180 days
Not less than 7 years but less than 8 years 196 days
Not less than 8 years 224 days
In addition, further measures have been introduced to enhance and enforce tenancy termina-

tion provisions, including:

-  the application of the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB)’s new investigation and sanc-
tioning regime to improper conduct by a landlord who contravenes the tenancy termination pro-
visions; and

-  a new requirement for landlords to copy a tenancy termination notice to the RTB.

The RTB provides comprehensive information relating to tenancy terminations by land-
lords, including approved housing bodies, at the following weblink - https://onestopshop.rtb.ie/
ending-a-tenancy/how-a-landlord-can-end-a-tenancy/.

Question No. 958 answered with Question No. 49.

11/06/2019WRGGG04400Urban Development

11/06/2019WRGGG04500959. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if progress is being made in relation to the provision of the necessary funding to West-
meath County Council to carry out a regeneration and revitalisation programme for western 
areas of Athlone (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23333/19]

11/06/2019WRGGG04600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The Urban Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF) is a flag-
ship element of Project Ireland 2040, with €2 billion identified in the National Development 
Plan (NDP) to 2027.  Of this, €58m is available in 2019 to provide initial support for the 88 
projects approved for URDF support last November, while €550 million is included in the NDP 
to provide further support for these and other similar projects up to 2022.  

Support from the Fund will assist in rejuvenating Ireland’s five cities and other large towns, 
and enabling a greater proportion of residential and mixed-use development to be delivered 
within the existing built-up footprints of our cities and towns.  It will ensure that more parts of 
our urban areas can become attractive and vibrant places in which people choose to live and 
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work, as well as to invest and to visit.

Bids were invited from public bodies for funding under the URDF and a total of 189 ap-
plications were received by my Department under the first call for proposals. On 26 November 
2018, initial URDF support of €100m was provisionally allocated to a total of 88 projects 
throughout the country.  

As part of this first tranche of approvals, Westmeath County Council was awarded initial 
URDF support for a number of projects including Category ‘B’ funding towards the provision 
of technical assistance to develop their proposal for the regeneration of an expanded Tourism 
and Cultural Quarter in Athlone, which includes Connaught Street. 

While the advancement of successful proposals under the Fund is a matter, in the first in-
stance, for the relevant applicant, my Department has been actively engaging with successful 
applicants to further clarify the details of their proposals. My Department has now conclud-
ed this process and further correspondence outlining the terms and conditions attached to the 
URDF support will issue shortly.

11/06/2019WRGGG04700Housing Adaptation Grant Applications

11/06/2019WRGGG04800960. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the status of an application to have a stair lift installed in their home by a person 
(details supplied); and when installation work will commence. [23343/19]

11/06/2019WRGGG04900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The detailed administration of the Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People and People with 
a Disability, including the assessment, approval and payment of individual grants to applicants, 
is the responsibility of the relevant local authority.  

I understand from the local authority in question that they are awaiting the submission of 
estimates of costs for the works from the applicant in question, in order to progress the applica-
tion further.

11/06/2019WRHHH00200Home Loan Scheme

11/06/2019WRHHH00300961. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if an adjudged bankrupt that has lost all property in bankruptcy proceedings and subse-
quently arranged their divorce or legal separation can avail of the first-time buyers Rebuilding 
Ireland home loan mortgage, despite previously owning property; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23367/19]

11/06/2019WRHHH00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan Scheme enables credit-worthy first-time buyers to access 
sustainable mortgage lending to purchase new or second-hand properties in a suitable price 
range, where they cannot obtain sufficient mortgage finance from a commercial lender. 

As with the previous local authority loan offerings, the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan 
is available to first-time buyers only. This is set out in the regulations governing the Scheme and 
ensures the effective targeting of limited resources. 

A person who has been discharged from bankruptcy and is eligible in all other respects, 
including being a first-time buyer, for a Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan may apply for a loan 
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and will be subject to the same credit assessment process that applies to all applicants, which is 
carried out in accordance with the credit policy for the scheme.

Applicants who are separated or divorced may be treated as first-time buyers, in accordance 
with the regulations, if they meet certain conditions, including: 

-  they are separated or divorced under a court order or by a separation agreement;

-  the property being purchased is the first property since leaving the family home;

-  they have left the family home and retain no interest in it; or

-  the other party has remained in the family home.

In meeting the conditions as set out above, in particular that the other party has remained in 
the family home and that the potential applicant has relinquished any rights they had over that 
property, no financial gain should have been made by the potential applicant in exchange for 
relinquishing their rights to the property in this manner. Were the individual to have made a fi-
nancial gain in releasing their rights to the property, such as being bought out by the other party 
who remains resident in it, they would be deemed to have been compensated for their interest 
in the property, and therefore not be eligible as a first-time buyer.

The final decision on loan approval is a matter for the relevant local authority and its cred-
it committee on a case-by-case basis.  Decisions on all housing loan applications must be made 
in accordance with the Regulations establishing the scheme and the credit policy that underpins 
the scheme, in order to ensure prudence and consistency in approaches in the best interests of 
both borrowers and the lending local authorities.   

Question No. 962 answered with Question No. 73.

11/06/2019WRHHH00500Register of Electors

11/06/2019WRHHH00600963. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his plans for more effective compiling of the Register of Electors; if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that the system of assembling the register is perceived to be not 
working effectively and that other more modern mechanisms for inputting electors must be 
examined in line with other European countries; if public consultation on the matter will take 
place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23385/19]

11/06/2019WRHHH00700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy John Paul Phelan): The Government previously decided that work 
should commence on modernisation of the voter registration process in the context of the pos-
sible need to register voters resident outside the State in the event that a proposed referendum 
on extending the franchise for Presidential elections is passed.  

The project will include consideration of wider policy and legislative changes, including 
initiatives such as online registration. It is expected that the online facility will enable individu-
als to manage their own information, such as amending their address details. There is an initial 
focus on a series of proposals made by the Joint Committee on Environment, Culture and the 
Gaeltacht in its report on the consultation it carried out on the proposed Electoral Commission 
in 2016.  

In addition, a pilot project called Voter.ie took place in the four Dublin local areas prior to 
the recent local and European elections.  This involved a new online web portal enabling over 1 



11 June 2019

423

million Dublin residents to check their electoral details in real-time.  Voters who are signed up 
to MyGovID were able to check if they were eligible to vote and amend some of their electoral 
details on the register in real-time (prior to the cut-off date for registration for an election or 
referendum). 

Following an initial consultation with franchise electoral registration teams in local au-
thorities, which was completed in September 2018, a public consultation on the modernisation 
process was launched on 17 December 2018 and  closed on 15 March 2019.  A total of 187 
submissions were received from a range of individuals, public representatives, local authori-
ties, political parties and community and voluntary and business organisations. These submis-
sions are now being examined and details of the consultation are available on my Department’s 
website at the following link: www.housing.gov.ie/public-consultation-proposals-modernise-
electoral-registration-process.

Following the consideration of all submissions received during the public consultation and a 
review with the Dublin local authorities of the voter.ie portal’s impact on register management 
in Dublin during the recent polls, my Department will progress a national project to modernise 
the registration process. It is expected that this project, which will include the procurement of 
an IT system and primary legislation, will take approximately two years to complete.

Question No. 964 answered with Question No. 946.

11/06/2019WRHHH00900Approved Housing Bodies

11/06/2019WRHHH01000965. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if his attention has been drawn to cases in which an approved housing body has bid on a prop-
erty or properties in competition with a local authority thereby elevating the purchase price; if 
so, if a list of such cases will be provided; the steps he is taking to coordinate such activity in 
order to protect the taxpayer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23474/19]

11/06/2019WRHHH01100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Local authorities are the statutory housing authorities for their areas and, in that capacity, they 
are responsible for co-ordinating all social housing activity and should ensure that competition 
in the pursuit of acquisition opportunities for new social housing by the various delivery bodies, 
including the authority itself and approved Housing Bodies (AHBs), does not arise.  

I am not aware of the types of cases that the Deputy refers to and I believe that, in general, 
good co-operation exists locally, between authorities and AHBs.  

The AHB Forum, which was set up under Rebuilding Ireland, and which is chaired by 
the Housing Agency, brings together my Department, the local government sector and AHB 
representatives.   The Forum’s work involves identifying and disseminating best practice for a 
co-operative approach in support of strong, local housing delivery, including communications 
locally to avoid competition between delivery bodies.

I am confident that local authorities and AHBs will continue to work together locally in or-
der to ensure value for money, as well as the accelerated delivery of social housing.  However, 
I will ensure that the issue raised by the Deputy is brought to the next meeting of the AHB Fo-
rum, in order to remind local authorities and AHBs of the need to ensure that it does not arise, 
in practice.

11/06/2019WRHHH01200Expert Panel on Concrete Blocks
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11/06/2019WRHHH01300966. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the details of the proposed MICA redress scheme; the date in 2019 from which 
homes will begin to be repaired under the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [23520/19]

11/06/2019WRHHH01400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy Damien English): I refer to the reply to Question No. 45 on today’s 
Order Paper.

11/06/2019WRHHH01500Commencement of Legislation

11/06/2019WRHHH01600967. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the expected timetable for the commencement of each individual section or provision of 
the Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2019. [23525/19]

11/06/2019WRHHH01700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
On 30  May 2019 I signed  the Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2019 (Commencement) 
Order 2019.  This Order appoints 31 May 2019 and 4 June 2019 as the dates on which specified 
provisions of the Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2019 come into effect. The Order 
is available on the Irish Statute Book website, at the following link:  www.irishstatutebook.ie/
eli/2019/si/236/made/en/print.

The remaining provisions to bring the RTB’s new investigation and sanctioning powers into 
force and the provisions relating to student-specific accommodation and to short-term letting 
are planned for commencement in July.

The provisions requiring the annual registration of tenancies are planned for commence-
ment in Q1 2020. Preparations are underway in the RTB to roll out a simple online registration 
system to cater for annual registration.

11/06/2019WRHHH01800Homeless Persons Data

11/06/2019WRHHH01900968. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of persons registered homeless by county in tabular form; when they were 
registered as homeless; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23543/19]

11/06/2019WRHHH02000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department publishes a monthly report on homelessness. The monthly report is based on data 
provided by housing authorities and produced through the Pathway Accommodation & Support 
System (PASS).  The report captures details of individuals utilising State-funded emergency ac-
commodation arrangements that are overseen by housing authorities. Official homeless reports 
are published on my Department’s website on a monthly basis and can be accessed using the 
following link: www.housing.gov.ie/housing/homelessness/other/homelessness-data.

These reports do not contain data relating to when a person registered as homeless.  While 
these monthly reports include a breakdown of adults  at county level, details in relation to de-
pendants are only available on a regional level in my Department; however, further information 
in relation to dependants may be obtained from individual housing authorities.

The following table sets out the numbers of adults and dependants in emergency accommo-
dation in April 2019, the most recent month for which data is available.
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Region Dependants (by 
region only)

Local authority Adults (by local 
authority)

Dublin  2,769 Dublin (DRHE) 4,401
Mid-East  144 Kildare 170
  Meath 89
  Wicklow 44
Midlands  79 Laois 22
  Longford 5
  Offaly 59
  Westmeath 36
Mid-West  139 Clare 74
  Limerick 257
North-East  42 Cavan 11
  Louth 163
  Monaghan 4
North-West  22 Donegal 19
  Leitrim 1
  Sligo 28
South-East  67 Carlow 32
  Kilkenny 56
  Tipperary 45
  Waterford 106
  Wexford 65
South-West  314 Cork 409
  Kerry 147
West  218 Galway 302
  Mayo 31
  Roscommon 8

11/06/2019WRHHH02100Health and Safety Regulations

11/06/2019WRHHH02200969. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of the specific actions taken and progress made since he indicated that his De-
partment is reviewing its role in relation to the aspects of legislation regarding the regulation 
of fairground equipment and funfairs and specific legislative provisions relating to fairground 
equipment. [23552/19]

11/06/2019WRHHH02300970. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if he has had discussions with the Health and Safety Authority regarding progress on the review 
in relation to the aspects of legislation relating to the regulation of fairground equipment and 
funfairs and specific legislative provisions relating to fairground equipment. [23553/19]

11/06/2019WRHHH02400971. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the safety certificates his Department has received in respect of funfairs in each of the years 
2014 to 2018 and to date in 2019, by county in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [23554/19]

11/06/2019WRHHH02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
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propose to take Questions Nos. 969 to 971, inclusive, together.

Section 239 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 places a statutory duty on organis-
ers of funfairs and owners of fairground equipment to take such care as is reasonable for ensur-
ing that persons at a funfair do not suffer injury or damage by reason of dangers arising from 
the funfair or associated activities.  This legislation also requires that the owner of fairground 
equipment shall not make it available to the public unless such equipment has a valid “certifi-
cate of safety”. The organiser of a funfair is required to give notice of the event to the relevant 
local authority and such notice is to be accompanied by a valid “certificate of safety”.

My Department initiated a review of the provisions of Section 239 in relation to funfairs, 
while also considering the issue of public safety at funfairs and theme parks in the context of 
more general approaches to public safety at events, with a view to learning from other bodies 
with expertise in these areas, as appropriate. The review of the aspects of legislation relating 
to regulation of fairground equipment and funfairs in section 239 of the Planning and De-
velopment Act 2000, particularly in respect of the specific legislative provisions relating to 
fairground equipment, is ongoing and includes an examination of international practice in the 
area of regulating public safety. My Department has met with key stakeholders as part of this 
process, including the Health and Safety Authority.

The drafting of the review report has commenced and further engagement with relevant 
stakeholders is envisaged as part of the process of clarifying issues and preparing the

report’s conclusions and recommendations.  

Certificates of Safety are issued by persons authorised in Regulations made under the Plan-
ning and Development Act 2000 and are returned annually to my Department in accordance 
with article 8 (3)(b) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (Certification of Fairground 
Equipment) Regulations 2003.  Certificates for 2019 will be available in 2020.  The 2014 - 2018 
Certificates received by my Department for funfairs are listed, by county of inspection, in the 
Table below:

County 
Inspection 
Took Place  

2018   2017   2016   2015   2014   

County 
Inspection 
Took Place  

2018   2017   2016   2015   2014   

Cavan  7 8 6 9
Clare 2  8 7 6
Cork 9 11 75 107 92
Donegal 26 26 30 28 19
Dublin     59 76 50 36 41
Galway 17 4 8 11 12
Kerry   1 5 9
Kildare 14 25 23 28 19
Kilkenny   2 3 3
Laois 5 4 13 7 4
Limerick 5 6 17 38 36
Louth 10 7 8 9 6
Meath 31 37 34 66  
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Monaghan 3 2 1 3  
Offaly 33 38 10 20 13
Roscommon 14 13 32   
Tipperary 1 1 1 8 10
Waterford     57 48 46 42 43
Wexford     4 3 1 2  
Wicklow 50 44 4 20 21
Total  340 352 373 446 343

11/06/2019WRHHH02800Election Management System

11/06/2019WRHHH02900972. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the number of ballot papers by constituency for the local and European elections and the refer-
endum deemed invalid due to the ballot papers not being stamped in polling stations; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [23560/19]

11/06/2019WRHHH03000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy John Paul Phelan): My Department is currently compiling the results 
for the recently held European and local elections and referendum.  The information is being 
compiled based on returns from local returning officers and will be published in due course on 
my Department’s website and will include the information requested in the question.

11/06/2019WRHHH03100Housing Assistance Payment Data

11/06/2019WRHHH03200973. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of HAP inspections undertaken to date; the number outstanding beyond 
the eight month deadline by local authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[23565/19]

11/06/2019WRHHH03300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Housing Assistant Payment Scheme (HAP) in underpinned by the Housing (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 2014. Under section 41 of the 2014 Act, local authorities are required to com-
mence the inspection process within eight months of the commencement of HAP support being 
provided in relation to a particular dwelling, if the dwelling was not already inspected within 
the previous 12 months. Local authorities carry out HAP inspections as a subset of their overall 
private rented inspections programme.

In February of this year, at my Department’s request, the Local Government Management 
Agency (LGMA) worked with local authorities to compile data in respect of HAP inspections 
and the findings of that exercise, including the details sought by the Deputy, are reflected in the 
table below. 
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Local Au-
thority

Total 
Number of   
Tenancies

Total 
Active 
Number of 
Tenancies

No of 
Properties 
where an 
Inspection 
is not due 
as per leg-
islative re-
quirement 
(Inside of 8 
months)

No of 
properties 
where an 
Inspection 
is due

Inspection 
Carried 
out/Ar-
ranged

% of in-
spections 
arranged / 
carried out

Carlow   
County 
Council

935 683 149 534 527 99%

Cavan 
County 
Council

341 288 132 156 119 76%

Clare 
County 
Council

1,955 1,324 276 1,048 730 70%

Cork City 
Council

2,218 1,726 413 1,313 881 67%

Cork 
County 
Council

4,808 3,738 1,018 2,720 1749 64%

Donegal 
County 
Council

2,554 1,714 376 1,338 1,411 105%

Dublin 
City Coun-
cil

1,562 1,863 840 1,023 1,206 118%

Dun 
Laoghaire 
Rathdown 
County 
Council

377 371 171 200 193 97%

Fingal 
County 
Council

1,675 1,625 791 834 731 88%

Galway 
City Coun-
cil

1,408 1,236 378 858 395 46%

Galway 
County 
Council

1,347 1,168 408 760 923 121%

Kerry 
County 
Council

1,070 940 405 535 598 112%
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Local Au-
thority

Total 
Number of   
Tenancies

Total 
Active 
Number of 
Tenancies

No of 
Properties 
where an 
Inspection 
is not due 
as per leg-
islative re-
quirement 
(Inside of 8 
months)

No of 
properties 
where an 
Inspection 
is due

Inspection 
Carried 
out/Ar-
ranged

% of in-
spections 
arranged / 
carried out

Kildare 
County 
Council

2,431 2,036 581 1,455 435 30%

Kilkenny 
County 
Council

1,395 861 196 665 775 117%

Laois 
County 
Council

805 695 328 367 449 122%

Leitrim 
County 
Council

275 221 103 118 133 113%

Limerick 
City & 
County 
Council

3,078 2,204 465 1,739 2,009 116%

Longford 
County 
Council

353 300 156 144 165 115%

Louth 
County 
Council

3,351 2,674 859 1,815 1,306 72%

Mayo 
County 
Council

1,399 1,131 368 763 497 65%

Meath 
County 
Council

2,305 1,912 666 1,246 719 58%

Monaghan 
County 
Council

772 530 145 385 459 119%

Offaly 
County 
Council

1,094 841 204 637 244 38%

Roscom-
mon 
County 
Council

463 388 171 217 168 77%
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Local Au-
thority

Total 
Number of   
Tenancies

Total 
Active 
Number of 
Tenancies

No of 
Properties 
where an 
Inspection 
is not due 
as per leg-
islative re-
quirement 
(Inside of 8 
months)

No of 
properties 
where an 
Inspection 
is due

Inspection 
Carried 
out/Ar-
ranged

% of in-
spections 
arranged / 
carried out

Sligo 
County 
Council

830 660 211 449 406 90%

South 
Dublin 
County 
Council

3,010 2,724 586 2,138 2,001 94%

Tipperary 
County 
Council

2,493 1,738 396 1,342 1,432 107%

Waterford 
City & 
County 
Council

2,587 1,845 524 1,321 1,308 99%

Westmeath 
County 
Council

732 646 245 401 438 109%

Wexford 
County 
Council

1,251 1,058 502 556 395 71%

Wicklow 
County 
Council

1,087 998 425 573 261 46%

DRHE 5,687 4,236 1,753 2,483 1,921 77%
Grand 
Total

55,648 44,374 14,241 30,133 24,984 83%

11/06/2019WRHHH03400Home Loan Scheme

11/06/2019WRHHH03500974. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if the criteria for the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme will be changed to include non-first 
time buyers such as those that may have had their homes repossessed during the recession and 
that could now be in the financial position to pay back a loan. [23669/19]

11/06/2019WRHHH03600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan Scheme enables credit-worthy first-time buyers to access 
sustainable mortgage lending to purchase new or second-hand properties in a suitable price 
range, where they cannot obtain sufficient mortgage finance from a commercial lender. 

As with the previous local authority loan offerings, the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan 
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is available to first-time buyers only. This is set out in the regulations governing the Scheme and 
is designed to ensure the effective targeting of limited resources. 

The final decision on loan approval is a matter for the relevant local authority and its cred-
it committee on a case-by-case basis.  Decisions on all housing loan applications must be made 
in accordance with the Regulations establishing the scheme and the credit policy, that underpins 
the scheme, in order to ensure prudence and consistency in approaches in the best interests of 
both borrowers and the lending local authorities.   

11/06/2019WRHHH03700Local Authority Staff Data

11/06/2019WRHHH03800975. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of additional staff he has provided to councils to enforce the new short-term 
letting planning regulations which come into effect on 1 July 2019. [23737/19]

11/06/2019WRHHH03900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Planning and Development (Exempted Development) (No.2) Regulations 2019 amend the 
Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended, to provide that development involv-
ing a change of use relating to home sharing and limited short-term letting in a principal private 
residence in a rent pressure zone is exempt from the requirement to obtain planning permission, 
subject to compliance with specified notification requirements to local planning authorities.  
The 2019 Regulations will come into effect from 1 July 2019, concurrent with the commence-
ment of the underpinning of the primary legislative provisions in the recently enacted Residen-
tial Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2019.

Under the new arrangements, home sharing will continue to be permissible for a person’s 
principal private residence on an unrestricted basis. In addition, an annual cap of 90 days will 
apply for the renting out on a short-term basis of a person’s entire home where it is their prin-
cipal private residence, with such short-term lets being restricted to periods of 14 days or less 
at a time. Where the 90 day threshold is exceeded, change of use planning permission will be 
required.

Furthermore, where a person owns a property that is not their principal private residence and 
intends to let it for short-term letting purposes, they will also be required to apply for a change 
of use planning permission unless the property already has a specific planning permission to be 
used for tourism or short-term letting purposes. It will be up to each local planning authority 
to consider such applications, having regard to guidance that will issue from my Department, 
taking account of housing demand pressures in the area concerned and other relevant factors 
such as cumulative impacts.

The new arrangements are being introduced through the planning code and each planning 
authority’s enforcement unit will be responsible for monitoring and enforcing these new re-
quirements. The existing corps of planning authority enforcement officers will be mandated 
with enforcing the new provisions from 1 July next and will be supplemented by dedicated 
additional resources. Additional funding will be provided to support planning authority en-
forcement of the new short-term letting arrangements and my Department is engaging with the 
relevant planning authorities in this regard.

11/06/2019WRHHH04000Home Loan Scheme

11/06/2019WRHHH04100976. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
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ment the figures for Rebuilding Ireland home loan approvals to date in counties Laois and Of-
faly; the number of applications pending; and if funding is available to fund those that may be 
approved. [23744/19]

11/06/2019WRHHH04200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Housing Agency provides a central support service which assesses loan applications that 
are made to the local authorities for the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan (RIHL) and makes rec-
ommendations to the authorities as to whether loans should be offered to applicants. The most 
recent data available from the Housing Agency for Laois and Offaly as at the end of May 2019 
is included in the below table:

HA Stats from Feb 1 2018 to 
end May 2019

  

Local Authority  Applications Examined   Recommended to Approve  
Laois County Council   93 50 
Offaly County Council   45 18 
My Department does not collate data on the number of applications pending.

When the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan was initially being developed, it was estimated 
that the drawdown of loans under the scheme would be approximately €200 million over three 
years. From the data collated on the scheme to date, the RIHL has proven to be more successful 
than initially anticipated, as a result of which, the scheme would require a further tranche of 
funds to be borrowed by the Housing Finance Agency in order to enable its continuation.

My Department is currently in discussions with the Departments of Public Expenditure and 
Reform and Finance with regard to the amount of a second tranche, which I anticipate, will 
be finalised soon. When these discussions are concluded I will be in a position to make an an-
nouncement on the matter.  Ahead of such an announcement, the operation of the scheme is not 
affected; the scheme remains open and all local authorities have been advised to continue to 
receive and process applications up to and including the issuing of loans. 

11/06/2019WRHHH04300Local Authority Housing Funding

11/06/2019WRHHH04400977. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government when funding and approval will be given to Donegal County Council for phase 2 
of a programme (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23766/19]

11/06/2019WRHHH04500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Energy Efficiency/Retrofitting Programme was launched in 2013 to improve the insula-
tion standards and overall energy performance of the local authority social housing stock. The 
programme is being implemented in two phases: Phase 1 provides funding targeted at the less 
intrusive cavity wall/attic insulation, while Phase 2 focuses on fabric upgrade works to dwell-
ings with solid/hollow block wall construction and includes the provision of heating upgrades.  

Since the programme commenced, over 68,000 social homes have been retrofitted, with a 
total exchequer spend of some €128 million.  For 2019, a further €25 million is being made 
available to local authorities under the programme and allocations for this year will be issuing 
to local authorities shortly.  It should be noted that it is the responsibility of local authorities 
to identify and prioritise properties for inclusion in the programme.   

11/06/2019WRJJJ00200Water and Sewerage Schemes Grants
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11/06/2019WRJJJ00300978. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the grant schemes available for private wells and septic tanks; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [23780/19]

11/06/2019WRJJJ00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): On 
8 February this year, I announced details of the measures being funded through my Department 
under the Multi-annual Rural Water Programme 2019-2021. This included improved funding 
schemes for individual wells (more commonly known as private or household wells) and on-
site wastewater treatment systems (more commonly known as septic tanks).

The composition of the new multi-annual programme is based on recommendations from 
the Working Group that I established in April 2018 to conduct a review of investment needs 
and rural water services. The changes that I have approved to the individual wells grant scheme 
are, as follows:

-  A maximum grant for rehabilitation works of €3,000, which represents an increase of 47% 
on the current maximum grant amount;

-  Where the local authority agrees that the most appropriate solution is to provide a new 
well, the maximum grant payable would be €5,000;

-  Recognising the role of the grant in improving quality, the water quality treatment ele-
ment (typically filtration and UV filtration) will qualify for 100% funding up to a maximum of 
€1,000;

-  Up to 85% of other costs would be met, subject to the total combined maximum costs of 
€3,000 for well rehabilitation or €5,000 for a new well;

-  For clarity, applicants would not be able to avail of both grant amounts, so they would not 
be able to avail of €3,000 for well rehabilitation as well as the €5,000 for a new well.

The new funding scheme for on-site wastewater treatment systems (more commonly known 
as septic tanks) will replace the grant which was brought into operation by the Domestic Waste 
Water Treatment System (Financial Assistance) Regulations 2013.  Under certain conditions, 
households can receive a grant to assist them in carrying out remediation, repair or upgrading 
works to, or replacement of, their individual domestic wastewater treatment system (septic 
tank).  

To avail of the grant the treatment system must have been inspected under the EPA’s Na-
tional Inspection Plan and an Advisory Notice must have been issued by the local authority un-
der the Water Services (Amendment) Act 2012.  Also, the treatment system requiring attention 
must have been registered by the owner of the premises connected to it by 1 February 2013.

In order to ensure greater uniformity with other measures in the Multi-Annual Rural Water 
Programme the means test that previously applied to this grant scheme is being removed and 
the level of grant support is being increased to 85% of the eligible costs of installation/upgrade 
or €5,000 (up from €2,500/€4,000) whichever is the lesser.  This represents an increase of 25% 
and 100%, respectively, relative to the current maximum grant levels. 

Work is at an advanced stage of development for the funding schemes. I expect that the 
process will be completed in the coming weeks when the necessary regulations dealing with the 
financial assistance arrangements and related administrative matters are put in place. This will 
enable a circular letter, terms and conditions, guidance and application form to issue to local 
authorities shortly thereafter.
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11/06/2019WRJJJ00500Seanad Reform

11/06/2019WRJJJ00600979. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the position in relation to the extension of voting rights for the NUI panel in Seanad 
Éireann elections to graduates of the new technological universities; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23785/19]

11/06/2019WRJJJ00700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy John Paul Phelan): The Programme for a Partnership Government 
includes an objective to pursue the implementation of the Manning Report, formally known 
as the Report of the Working Group on Seanad Reform. That report makes recommendations 
to restructure and reform the Seanad, including implementation of the 1979 amendment of the 
constitution to extend the university franchise at Seanad elections to graduates of other institu-
tions of higher education in the State.

In April 2018, the Taoiseach established an Implementation Group on Seanad Reform to 
consider the Manning report and to develop specific proposals to legislate for Seanad Re-
form.  The Group comprised Members of the Oireachtas with the assistance of outside experts, 
as appropriate. The Group’s report, together with a draft Bill, was published in December 2018. 

The extension the university franchise at Seanad elections to graduates of other institutions 
of higher education in the State, is to be further considered in the context of consideration of 
the Group’s report. 

11/06/2019WRJJJ00800Water and Sewerage Schemes

11/06/2019WRJJJ00900980. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his plans to introduce legislation regarding towns and villages without sewerage sys-
tems; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23799/19]

11/06/2019WRJJJ01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): On 
8 February this year, I announced details of the measures being funded through my Department 
under the Multi-annual Rural Water Programme 2019-2021. The composition of the new multi-
annual programme is based on recommendations from the Working Group that I established in 
April 2018 to conduct a review of investment needs and rural water services.

There is a two-strand approach to the considerations of the Working Group. Strand 1 consid-
ered the composition and distribution of funding for the Multi-annual Rural Water Programme 
2019-2021, while Strand 2 is considering the more complex longer-focus issues surrounding 
the long-term future resourcing of the rural water sector.

Capital funding of €23 million had been provided in 2019 for the Programme, an increase 
€3 million on that provided in 2018.  A total of €75 million has been committed to the Pro-
gramme under the National Development Plan from 2019 to 2021.

The 2019-2021 funding cycle of the Programme consists of eight measures.  Most are fur-
ther broken into sub-measures. These measures reflect the key challenges currently facing the 
rural water sector.

Measure 6, Community Connections (Water and Wastewater) facilitates the continued ex-
pansion of the coverage of piped water supplies and central wastewater collection systems by 
extension off the public (Irish Water) network.  It includes a sub-measure Community Connec-
tion: Wastewater Network.  This sub-measure will support wastewater collection for population 
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clusters, currently on deficient individual wastewater treatment systems (septic tanks), imme-
diately adjacent to towns and villages through the development of community wastewater con-
nection networks as extensions to the existing public wastewater collection system. 

Strand 2 of the considerations by the Working Group is currently underway and I expect a 
further report later in 2019. The wastewater infrastructure needs of rural towns and villages is 
an issue that the Working Group is to examine further.

The Water Services Acts 2007 to 2017 already provide the necessary statutory framework 
for the delivery of water services.  Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibil-
ity for all aspects of public water services planning, delivery and operation at national, regional 
and local levels.

In May 2018 the Government approved the Water Services Policy Statement 2018-2025 and 
shortly after Irish Water submitted its Strategic Funding Plan 2019-2024 to my Department. 
The Strategic Funding Plan, which I have approved, details Irish Water’s multi-annual strategic 
funding requirement of €11 billion to 2024, comprising of a €6.1 billion investment in infra-
structure and assets and €4.9 billion in operating costs.

Irish Water will also play a key role in implementing Project Ireland 2040 which was pub-
lished in February 2018 and incorporates the National Planning Framework (NPF) and the 
National Development Plan. Irish Water will take account of and support on-going work in de-
veloping subsidiary strategies to assist in implementing the NPF including the Regional Spatial 
and Economic Strategies as well as ongoing reviews of County Development Plans and Local 
Area Plans.

I understand that Irish Water will be bringing forward proposals for a Small Towns and 
Villages Growth Programme which will support a number of the National Policy Objectives 
and National Strategic Outcomes under the NPF. The Small Towns and Villages Growth Pro-
gramme is intended to provide water and wastewater growth capacity in smaller settlements 
which would not otherwise be provided for in its Investment Plan to 2024. Irish Water is to 
work with Local Authorities across the country in ensuring the investment is made where it is 
needed most, aligned to core strategies.  I understand that it is being proposed that the overall 
national budget for this Programme would be allocated between counties, based on an identified 
need against set criteria. 

Irish Water is subject to regulation by the Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU).  
The proposals from Irish Water in this regard form part of the submissions from Irish Water to 
the CRU on its detailed investment plans under the Irish Water Investment Plan 2020 to 2024.  
These submissions are currently being considered and a decision is expected from the CRU in 
the second half of 2019.  Subject to the outcome of this process it will then be a matter for Irish 
Water to progress its proposals in relation to the Small Towns and Villages Growth Programme. 

11/06/2019WRJJJ01100Local Authority Staff

11/06/2019WRJJJ01200981. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his plans to open voluntary redundancy schemes in local authority offices in the future; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23820/19]

11/06/2019WRJJJ01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
have no plans at present to introduce a voluntary redundancy scheme for local authority em-
ployees.
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11/06/2019WRJJJ01400Planning Guidelines

11/06/2019WRJJJ01500982. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if a house which is zoned commercial and on the grounds of a hotel in a rent pressure zone 
will be subject to short-term letting regulations coming into force on 1 July 2019; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [23822/19]

11/06/2019WRJJJ01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Planning and Development (Exempted Development) (No.2) Regulations 2019 (the 2019 
Regulations), which amend the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended, 
provide that development involving a change of use relating to home sharing and limited short-
term letting in a principal private residence in a rent pressure zone, is exempt from the require-
ment to obtain planning permission, subject to compliance with specified notification require-
ments to the local planning authority.  The 2019 Regulations will come into effect from 1 July 
2019, concurrent with the commencement of the underpinning primary legislative provisions in 
the recently enacted Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2019.

The new arrangements do not apply to properties  in rent pressure zones which already 
have a specific planning permission to be used for tourism or short term letting purposes, in-
cluding as holiday homes. Holiday homes are properties which have been purposely designed, 
constructed and approved as dedicated tourism accommodation complexes sharing communal 
facilities and would normally be subject to planning conditions in relation to their continued 
operation, management and maintenance as a commercial development rather than a residential 
estate. The new arrangements do not affect the continued operation of such form of tourism 
accommodation  .

However, if the house in question has a planning permission for use as residential accom-
modation, is located in a rent pressure zone   and the owner wishes to use it for short term let-
ting purposes, this is a change of use of the house and accordingly, planning permission will be 
required irrespective of its commercial zoning. 

11/06/2019WRJJJ01700Home Loan Scheme

11/06/2019WRJJJ01800983. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his plans to address issues with regard to the caps on the Rebuilding Ireland home loan 
scheme (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [23835/19]

11/06/2019WRJJJ01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan has been made available to first-time buyers who have 
been unsuccessful in obtaining a mortgage from a financial institution since 1 February 2018. 
The loan can be used both for new and second-hand properties, or to build your own home.  In 
line with Central Bank rules, a person or couple can borrow up to 90% of the market value of 
the property.

To avail of the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan, an applicant must have an annual gross 
income of not more than €50,000 as a single applicant, or not more than €75,000 for joint ap-
plicants.  There is also a limit on the value of the property which can be purchased using this 
loan.  In the Greater Dublin Area (Dublin, Louth, Meath, Wicklow, Kildare), Cork and Galway, 
the maximum market value is €320,000. In the rest of the country, it is €250,000.  Under this 
loan, the maximum loan amount for a property is €288,000 in the Greater Dublin Area, Cork 
and Galway and €225,000 in the rest of the country, or 90% of the market value of the property, 
whichever is the lesser.



11 June 2019

437

These figures were determined at the outset of the scheme to be in line with median house 
prices in these regions and it is evident from the success of the scheme to date that houses con-
tinue to be found within this price range.

I have no plans at this time to alter the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan regulations with re-
gard to the value of eligible properties.

11/06/2019WRJJJ02000Housing Issues

11/06/2019WRJJJ02100984. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the reason no physical masterplan or draft masterplan has been presented to the community or 
relevant groups in view of the fact that the cost rental proposal for St. Michael’s Estate was 
launched in July 2018; and the reason there has been no financial plan available that would 
detail the way in which the whole project will be financed and the way in which rents will be 
set for those that will live in the new space in further view of the fact that the cost rental model 
is new. [23838/19]

11/06/2019WRJJJ02200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Dublin City Council-owned site at St. Michael’s Estate, Emmet Road, Inchicore, has been 
selected as the site for one of two cost rental ‘pathfinder’ pilot projects. It is estimated that this 
site can accommodate approximately 470 homes in a high quality mixed-tenure development. 
The current tenure mix as agreed with the Department is 30% Social and 70% cost rental.

Plans regarding the development of the site at St. Michael’s Estate are a matter for Dublin 
City Council, in the first instance. The Council has appointed a dedicated project manager and 
a project team to move the project forward. In addition to pre-existing consultative arrange-
ments, the Council is also facilitating the establishment of a special Inchicore Regeneration 
Consultative Forum specifically for this project. As part of the consultative process open con-
sultation sessions were hosted throughout November 2018. Furthermore, professional advisers 
have been appointed to develop an Urban Design Framework Plan.

In addition to this, I appointed Mr Jack Nolan (retired Assistant Garda Commissioner) to 
undertake a scoping exercise for the Inchicore/Kilmainham area. This focuses on the long term 
economic and social regeneration of the community, and it is anticipated that his report will be 
submitted to me by the end of June.

Last year, my Department had initial discussions with the European Investment Bank (EIB) 
regarding possible financing options for the St. Michael’s site. The EIB remain very interested 
in the St. Michael’s project and this initial contact has helped to facilitate a research project into 
the potential for the development of a broader cost rental sector in Ireland that my Department 
agreed with the EIB last month.

Once the design of the project at St. Michael’s Estate has been developed further by Dublin 
City Council, then more detailed financial modelling can be undertaken in relation to the cost 
rental element. This will build on the initial work undertaken by the National Development 
Finance Agency (NDFA) last year, which indicated that rents that should be achievable will be 
competitive (15-25% below market), and it is expected that these will decrease further, relative 
to market rates, over time.

In the meantime, work is continuing on the other cost rental ‘pathfinder’ pilot project at 
Enniskerry Road in Stepaside. This is a collaboration between my Department, Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown County Council, the Housing Agency, Respond and Tuath Housing Associations, 
and the Housing Finance Agency.
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The Enniskerry Road development comprises 155 homes, 50 of which will be cost rental. I 
have approved funding of c.€4.5m for the project under the Serviced Sites Fund and it is antici-
pated that construction will commence on site later this month.

Both the St. Michaels Estate and the Enniskerry Road projects will provide very valuable 
lessons for the development of a national cost rental approach in Ireland and will help to shape 
the contractual model and specifications for future larger-scale projects.

11/06/2019WRJJJ02300Seirbhísí trí Ghaeilge

11/06/2019WRJJJ02400985. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den an Aire Tithíochta, Pleanála agus Rial-
tais Áitiúil cad iad na rialacha atá i bhfeidhm maidir le cumas Gaeilge na n-oibrithe a oibríonn 
sna hionaid vótála a fheidhmíonn i gceantair Ghaeltachta le linn toghchán/reifreann; agus an 
ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [23845/19]

11/06/2019WRJJJ02500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy John Paul Phelan): Ní forálacha ar bith sa dlí toghcháin a bhaineann le 
cumas Gaeilge na foirne a oibríonn in stáisiúin vótála i gceantair Ghaeltachta.  Foráiltear sa dlí 
toghcháin go mbeidh stiúradh na dtoghchán faoi gach ceann comhairimh áitiúil. 

Mar sin féin, eisíonn mo Roinn treoir chuig gach ceann comhairimh áitiúil roimh gach 
vótáil, lena n-áirítear an vótáil is déanaí a rinneadh an 24 Bealtaine 2019.  Sa treoir sin, iarrtar 
ar chinn chomhairimh a chinntiú go bhfuil an inniúlacht ag na hoifigigh cheannais agus ag na 
cléirigh vótála a cheaptar ar na stáisiúin vótála sa Ghaeltacht chun a ndualgais a chur i gcrích i 
nGaeilge.

11/06/2019WRJJJ02600Flood Relief Schemes

11/06/2019WRJJJ02700986. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the level of oversight his Department will have on local authority flood plans; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [23887/19]

11/06/2019WRJJJ02800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Office of Public Works (OPW) is the body responsible for flood risk assessment and miti-
gation of flood risk. I understand that it has recently completed the Catchment Flood Risk As-
sessment and Management (CFRAM) programme which identifies areas vulnerable to fluvial 
flooding risk. OPW is working directly with local authorities in relation to flood risk manage-
ment projects and my Department has no role in relation to these flood plans. 

When flooding occurs, the Government approved Framework for Major Emergency Man-
agement (2006) designates responsibility for coordination of the local response to  the relevant 
Local Authorities. 

The Government decision which approved the Framework also mandated the creation of 
an Inter-Department National Steering Group for Major Emergency Management.  My Depart-
ment chairs and supports this Group, while the Principal Response Agencies (PRAs), the De-
partment of Justice and Equality, the Department of Health, An Garda Síochána, the HSE and 
Local Authorities, are all represented on this National Steering Group. 

The National Steering Group for Major Emergency Management prepared and approved 
a guidance document entitled “Guide to Flood Emergencies”, which  includes a template for 
Flood Plans to assist Local Authorities and the other PRAs in their preparedness for responding 
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to flooding emergencies.  

The objective of a Flood Emergency Plan is to ensure effective and early response to any 
flooding emergency and co-ordination among the PRAs when flooding emergencies occur. This 
template was compiled with input and collaboration from OPW, Met Éireann, and the PRAs, 
drawing from international good practice and experience of flooding events. 

Each local authority creates a Flood Plan relevant to its local flood risk and response capa-
bilities for when a flooding emergency may occur. 

11/06/2019WRJJJ02900Home Loan Scheme

11/06/2019WRJJJ03000987. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his plans to enhance the criteria for persons qualifying for the Rebuilding Ireland 
home loan scheme to make the option more attainable for a greater number of persons; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24009/19]

11/06/2019WRJJJ03100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Applicants for the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan must be of good credit standing and have a 
satisfactory credit record.  The Housing Agency provides a central credit assessment service to 
local authorities and credit checks are undertaken as part of the credit assessment process.  The 
final decision on loan approval is a matter for the relevant local authority and its credit com-
mittee on a case-by-case basis.  Decisions on all housing loan applications must be made in ac-
cordance with the statutory credit policy that underpins the scheme, in order to ensure prudence 
and consistency in approaches in the best interests of both borrowers and the lending local 
authorities. 

As with the previous local authority home loan offerings, the Rebuilding Ireland Home 
Loan is available to first time buyers only. This is to ensure the effective targeting of limited 
resources, and in order to protect both borrowers and local authorities the continuation of the 
scheme will have to be in accordance with the prudent lending criteria under which the scheme 
currently operates.  I have no plans to amend this requirement.

11/06/2019WRJJJ03200Urban Renewal Schemes

11/06/2019WRJJJ03300988. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment further to Parliamentary Question No. 678 of 21 May 2019, the level of related URDF 
funding demands expected to arise for 2019 and beyond in relation to the Celbridge southern 
relief road and second Liffey crossing proposal; the purpose of each tranche of funding in each 
year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24016/19]

11/06/2019WRJJJ03400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
2018, bids were invited from public bodies for funding  support from the Urban Regeneration 
and Development Fund (URDF) either  under Category A, for projects that were proposed as 
being ready to be initiated, or under Category B, as projects that required further consideration 
and development. 

On 26 November 2018, initial URDF support of €100 million was provisionally allocated to 
a total of 88 projects throughout the country under the first call for proposals.  

As part of this first tranche of approvals, Kildare County Council was allocated URDF 
support of €400,000 towards its Category B proposal to progress the technical and preparatory 
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element of the Celbridge Southern Relief Road and Second Liffey Crossing. 

The advancement and completion of this Category B project is, in the first instance, a matter 
for Kildare County Council.  It will also be a matter for the Council to consider the advancement 
of subsequent elements of the wider project, and whether additional funding support should be 
sought for them under a future URDF call for proposals.  

11/06/2019WRJJJ03500Local Government Reform

11/06/2019WRJJJ03600989. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his plans to reintroduce town councils; if so, the process he plans to follow; the time-
frame he is following; if there will be a consultative process; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [24069/19]

11/06/2019WRJJJ03700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy John Paul Phelan): The Local Government Reform Act 2014 saw the 
dissolution of 80 town councils and the Government has no plans for their reintroduction. In-
stead, the focus of current policy is to strengthen the operation of the 95 municipal districts es-
tablished in 2014 and which cover the entirety of the State’s population as opposed to the 14% 
of the population previously represented by town councils. 

It should be noted that engagement with local authority members, as represented by the 
Association of Irish Local Government, has focused on strengthening the roles of municipal 
districts and achieving a clearer focus on towns within that context. 

11/06/2019WRJJJ03800Housing Estates

11/06/2019WRJJJ03900990. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the redress available to residents in instances in which a developer has gone out of busi-
ness and the management company is not in operation in a private estate such as the case of an 
estate (details supplied). [24087/19]

11/06/2019WRJJJ04000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Findings and recommendations from the National Taking in Charge Initiative (NTICI) were 
included in a report on the initiative that was published by my Department in December 2018. 
The report is available on my Department’s website at the following link:

  www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/national_taking_in_charge_ini-
tiative_report_dec2018.pdf.

The publication of the NTICI report is of value to local authorities and other stakeholders 
in applying the lessons from the pilot authorities, in a more general roll-out of a streamlined 
approach to taking-in-charge, including through coordination with capital works by Irish Water. 
In this regard, my Department is liaising with Irish Water in relation to the report.

Ultimately, progression of individual developments through the taking-in-charge process 
is a matter for the relevant housing developer, the residents in each such development and the 
relevant local authority, following the procedures laid out in section 180 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000 (as amended).

Local authorities have powers (in their capacity both as a planning authority and as a water 
services authority) under the various planning and local government water pollution legislation 
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to use, as considered appropriate by the authority, for issues such as raised in the question. It is 
a matter for the local authority to decide on the most appropriate course of action based on the 
particular circumstances involved.

The National Development Plan, published last year, includes provision of €31 million for 
the period 2018-2021 for developer-provided infrastructure, commencing with an estimates 
provision of €6 million in 2019.  

The multi-annual programme will be initiated through the invitation of project bids from 
local authorities followed by their evaluation by an Expert Panel, set up by my Department, to 
independently evaluate the bid projects to be approved for funding.  It is expected that the invi-
tation of project bids from local authorities will issue shortly, with approval of projects for this 
first cycle multi-annual programme to take place once proposals submitted have been assessed. 

11/06/2019WRJJJ04100Home Loan Scheme

11/06/2019WRJJJ04200991. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of applications made in 2018, by county for the Rebuilding Ireland home 
loan scheme; the number of applications approved; the value of applications versus funds ap-
proved in tabular form; his plans for the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[24106/19]

11/06/2019WRJJJ04300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Housing Agency provides a central support service which assesses loan applications that 
are made to the local authorities and makes recommendations to the authorities as to wheth-
er loans should be offered to applicants.  I have asked the Agency to centrally compile figures 
on the numbers of applications that it has assessed and recommended for approval. The figures, 
as at the end of December 2018, indicate that out of the 3,036 applications assessed, the Agen-
cy had recommended a total of 1,550 applications for approval since the Rebuilding Ireland 
home loan scheme launched, as set out in the table below:

Local Authority Applications Assessed Recommended to Approve 
Carlow County Council 46 16
Cavan County Council 12 7
Clare County Council 48 19
Cork City Council 101 53
Cork County Council 222 133
Donegal County Council 29 18
Dublin City Council 339 215
Dún Laoghaire - Rathdown 
County Council 

72 45

Fingal County Council 410 229
Galway City Council 62 30
Galway County Council 102 41
Kerry County Council 78 40
Kildare County Council 171 87
Kilkenny County Council 25 15
Laois County Council 70 36
Leitrim County Council 9 2
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Local Authority Applications Assessed Recommended to Approve 
Limerick City & County 
Council 

76 46

Longford County Council 29 15
Louth County Council 67 31
Mayo County Council 40 18
Meath County Council 185 124
Monaghan County Council 17 6
Offaly County Council 35 14
Roscommon County Coun-
cil 

26 13

Sligo County Council 36 20
South Dublin County Coun-
cil 

206 112

Tipperary County Council 76 29
Waterford City & County 
Council 

32 14

Westmeath County Council 21 17
Wexford County Council 80 43
Wicklow County Council 128 62
Total 3,036 1,550
The average loan amount requested across the 3,036 applications assessed in 2018 was 

€160,473 and the average loan amount for all applications recommended for approval was 
€189,045. The total amount recommended for approval from 1 February 2018, when the scheme 
began, to end December 2018 was €293 million.

In addition, a further 648 applications were deemed invalid and therefore not assessed.  

Applications are considered invalid for reasons of:

-  Not a first-time buyer (ineligible)

-  Earning income which exceeds scheme limits (ineligible)

-  Not in continuous employment for the minimum period (ineligible)

-  No right to remain in Ireland (ineligible)

-  All required sections of the application form not completed (incomplete)

-  Not providing the supporting documents described in the applicant checklist (incomplete)

Each local authority must have in place a credit committee and it is a matter for the commit-
tee to make the decision on applications for loans, in accordance with the regulations, having 
regard to the recommendations made by the Housing Agency.

11/06/2019WRJJJ04400Rental Sector Strategy

11/06/2019WRJJJ04500992. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the status of the roll out of choice based letting for Galway city; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [24115/19]

11/06/2019WRJJJ04600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): As 
part of the broader social reform policy framework, the Social Housing Allocation (Amend-
ment) Regulations 2016 were made on 30 September 2016, and required all local authorities, if 
they had not already done so, to provide for Choice Based Letting (CBL) as a method of alloca-
tion in their allocation schemes by 31 December 2016. Where a local authority, having included 
a provision for CBL in its allocation scheme, decides to operate a CBL scheme, it must imple-
ment it in accordance with Regulations 6 – 11 of the 2011 Regulations.  Decisions on which 
properties are to be included under a CBL scheme is a matter for individual local authorities.

My Department monitors the roll-out of CBL across all local authorities and conducted the 
most recent survey of implementation in Quarter 4 of 2018 at which time Galway City Council 
indicated they were not operating a CBL model. However, my Department has raised the mat-
ter with Galway City Council, who have confirmed that it is envisaged that a CBL scheme will 
be operational by year end. My Department will continue to liaise with all local authorities, 
including Galway City Council, with a view to ensuring that CBL is implemented, as widely as 
possible, across the country.

11/06/2019WRJJJ04700Rental Sector

11/06/2019WRJJJ04800993. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the details of his plans in relation to tenancies of indefinite duration; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [24132/19]

11/06/2019WRJJJ04900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2016 provide that where a tenant has been in occupation 
of a dwelling for a continuous period of 6 months, with no valid notice of termination having 
been served during that time, a ‘Part 4’ tenancy is established to cover the next 5 years and 6 
months.

Section 34 of the 2004 Act provides that a landlord must state a reason for the termination 
in any tenancy termination notice served, in accordance with the grounds for terminations set 
out in the table to that section.  A Part 4 tenancy may be terminated by a landlord or tenant, 
without reason, at the end of its term.

A number of measures have been introduced in recent years with the objective of improv-
ing security of tenure for tenants.  The Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential 
Tenancies Act 2016 extended the term of Part 4 tenancies from 4 to 6 years, for tenancies com-
mencing on or after 24 December 2016; this delivered on a commitment, in Action 8 of the 
Government’s 2016 Strategy for the Rental Sector, to provide for 6-year tenancies as part of a 
transition to tenancies of indefinite duration. 

The Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2019 enhances further the security of tenure 
for tenants by significantly extending the duration of tenancy termination notice periods; for 
example, a minimum of 180 days (approx. 6 months) notice must be provided by landlords who 
terminate a tenancy of between 3 and 7 years’ duration. In addition, further measures have been 
introduced to enhance and enforce tenancy termination provisions, including:

-  the application of the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB)’s new investigation and sanc-
tioning regime to improper conduct by a landlord who contravenes the tenancy termination 
provisions; and
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-  a new requirement for landlords to copy a tenancy termination notice to the RTB.

The transition to tenancies of indefinite duration is being considered in the context of a fur-
ther Housing and Residential Tenancies Bill which I will be bringing forward later this year and 
is expected to be the subject of pre-legislative scrutiny by the Joint Oireachtas Committee on 
Housing, Planning and Local Government in Q4 2019. A Regulatory Impact Assessment will 
be undertaken by my Department in relation to the Bill.

11/06/2019WRKKK00200Planning Guidelines

11/06/2019WRKKK00300994. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the way in which he can address the concerns of residents living in SDZs that the 
new guidelines on height will have a negative impact on them and compromise the rules of the 
agreed SDZ. [23990/19]

11/06/2019WRKKK00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
December 2018, I issued ’Urban Development and Building Height’ Guidelines for Planning 
Authorities and An Bord Pleanála, under Section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 
2000 (as amended). The Guidelines are available on my Department’s website at the following 
link: www.housing.gov.ie/planning/guidelines/urban-development-and-building-height/urban-
development-and-building-height-3.

Publication of the guidelines, which were widely called for in the planning and development 
sector, followed a period of public consultation and consideration of over 100 submissions and 
a thorough assessment by my Department, details of which are available on my Department’s 
website at www.housing.gov.ie/node/8956/public-consultation-responses. 

Under Section 30 of the 2000 Act, I am specifically precluded from exercising power or 
control in relation to any particular case with which a planning authority or An Bord Pleanála is 
or may be concerned.  Objections in relation to particular planning applications are a matter for 
the relevant local authority or An Bord Pleanala in the event of an appeal. 

More generally, however, it is important to note that the guidelines specifically address their 
application in the context of areas covered by Strategic Development Zone (SDZ) Planning 
Schemes, in particular, through the insertion of Specific Planning Policy Requirement (SPPR) 
3(B & C).  This SPPR requires adopted SDZ planning schemes to be reviewed by their respec-
tive development agencies to ensure that Government policy on building heights is appropri-
ately articulated within such planning schemes.  Any alteration of approved planning schemes 
will require the undertaking of a review process that is provided for in law.

The intention of the above policy requirement is to ensure that, on the one hand, planning 
authorities give practical effect to Government policy on building height in planning scheme 
areas, while at the same time allowing for effective public engagement in any significant policy 
shift in relation to heights to comply with Government policy and in view of the absence of 
third party appeal rights in relation to planning applications in SDZs. For this reason, it is not 
the intention that SPPR 3 would allow an immediate ‘over-ride’ facility for the alteration of 
approved planning schemes without the undertaking of a review process that is provided for in 
law.  Rather, the implementation of SPPR 3, and its components at A, B and C, as an integrated 
package, is focused on securing strategic planning outcomes, while at the same time providing 
for proper public consultation.

In determining planning policy and making planning decisions around appropriate building 
heights, the planning process has to strike a careful balance between enabling long-term and 



11 June 2019

445

strategic development of relevant areas, while ensuring the highest standards of urban design, 
architectural quality and place-making outcomes. 

I am satisfied that these guidelines are necessary and appropriate to give clear context and 
direction to the overall requirement to promote increased density and building height in appro-
priate locations within our urban centres.

Question No. 995 answered with Question No. 955.

11/06/2019WRKKK00600Home Loan Scheme

11/06/2019WRKKK00700996. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the extent to which he has investigated the possibility of providing a State backed 
loan scheme similar to the old local loans fund by which young couples and families might be 
in the position to meet their own housing need as opposed to being forced to remain in high rent 
accommodation interminably; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24298/19]

11/06/2019WRKKK00800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Following a review of the two previously existing local authority home loan schemes, the 
House Purchase Loan and the Home Choice Loan, a new loan offering was introduced from 1 
February 2018, known as the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan.  The loan enables credit worthy 
first time buyers to access sustainable mortgage lending to purchase new or second-hand prop-
erties in a suitable price range.  The low rate of fixed interest associated with the Rebuilding 
Ireland Home Loan provides first time buyers with access to mortgage finance that they may 
not otherwise be able to afford at a higher interest rate.

Single applicants for the loan must not be earning greater than €50,000 gross per annum.  
The combined income of joint applicants must not be greater than €75,000 per annum.  There are 
no set minimum income limits; however, applicants do need to have sufficient borrowing and 
repayment capacity and must be capable of repaying the mortgage in accordance with the statu-
tory credit policy underpinning the loan.  These income limits are unchanged from the previous 
local authority loan offerings.

Full details of the loan’s eligibility criteria and other information is available from the dedi-
cated Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan website: http://rebuildingirelandhomeloan.ie/.  Any per-
son who meets the eligibility criteria may apply for a loan regardless of whether or not they are 
on the local authority housing list or qualified for social housing support.

For prospective purchasers of newly-built properties, the availability, through the Revenue 
Commissioners, of the Help to Buy Initiative for first-time buyers may provide additional as-
sistance to prospective applicants for the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan.  Further details on the 
Help to Buy Initiative are available on the Revenue website at: www.revenue.ie/en/property/
help-to-buy-incentive/index.aspx 

11/06/2019WRKKK00900Housing Policy

11/06/2019WRKKK01000997. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if all housing support schemes available will be examined with a view to assess-
ing their efficacy and possible replacement in order to ensure public confidence among young 
couples and families seeking to avail of local authority or affordable housing; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24299/19]
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11/06/2019WRKKK01100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The overarching aim of social housing policy is to provide adequate housing support to those 
who need it most. With this in mind, Rebuilding Ireland includes a commitment by Govern-
ment to the on-going monitoring and review of social housing supports in order to ensure that 
the system efficiently delivers supports that are fair and sustainable and prioritise those most 
in need. My Department continues to review, amend and improve housing programmes, where 
necessary, to ensure that the supports provided are responsive to people’s needs.

11/06/2019WRKKK01200Homelessness Strategy

11/06/2019WRKKK01300998. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the extent to which his Department has examined the local authority housing wait-
ing lists with a view to devising a system to address the situation of young families becoming 
homeless; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24300/19]

11/06/2019WRKKK01400999. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the extent to which provision is readily available to meet the housing needs of single 
men or women who may be homeless or become so in view of their circumstances; the extent to 
which schemes in operation are capable of addressing these issues; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24301/19]

11/06/2019WRKKK015001002. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if an emergency housing programme will be introduced to combat the threat of 
homelessness nationally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24304/19]

11/06/2019WRKKK01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 998, 999 and 1002 together.

In 2016, the Government published the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan on Housing and 
Homelessness.  Rebuilding Ireland is designed to significantly increase the supply of social 
housing by 50,000, double the output of overall housing to at least 25,000 homes per annum by 
2021, service all tenure types (social, private and rental), and tackle homelessness comprehen-
sively.  The Plan is underpinned by over €6 billion in funding.  

While the realisation of these objectives will provide the ultimate solution to addressing 
housing supply issues, my Department also recognises the need for short-term emergency mea-
sures to address issues of homelessness and is providing capital funding to local authorities to 
provide emergency accommodation, to ensure that there is sufficient shelter for all who require 
it.  The Government has increased the budget available to local authorities to deliver homeless 
services to €146m in 2019, an increase of over 25% on the 2018 allocation.  Local authorities 
and their service delivery partners work with households experiencing homelessness to identify 
and secure exits from emergency accommodation to independent tenancies.  In 2018, 5,135 
adults exited homelessness to a tenancy.  

The allocation of social housing support is a matter for each individual local authority in 
accordance with the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, and associated regulations. 
Section 22 of the Act requires each local authority to make an allocation scheme determining 
the order of priority to be accorded in the allocation of dwellings to households qualified for so-
cial housing support and to households approved for a transfer, the allocation of which would, 
in the opinion of the authority, meet the accommodation needs and requirements of the house-
holds.  The making of such a scheme is a reserved function of a local authority.
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11/06/2019WRKKK01800Home Loan Scheme

11/06/2019WRKKK019001000. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if credit will be given to applicants in rental accommodation when assessing their 
eligibility for Rebuilding Ireland home loans on the basis that they have already proven their 
ability to make repayments and that the deposit required by them be reduced accordingly; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [24302/19]

11/06/2019WRKKK02000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan is designed to enable credit worthy first-time buyers, who 
are unable to access a mortgage from a commercial lender, to obtain sustainable mortgage lend-
ing to purchase a new or second-hand property. The low rate of fixed interest associated with 
the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan provides first-time buyers with access to mortgage finance 
that they may not otherwise have been able to afford at a higher interest rate.

To support prudential lending and consistency of treatment for borrowers, a Loan to Value 
ratio of 90% applies to the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan as per the Central Bank’s pruden-
tial lending guidelines. Therefore, in order to avail of the loan, applicants must have a deposit 
equivalent to 10% of the market value of the property.

Applicants must provide bank or similar statements (such as post office, credit union, etc.) 
for a 12-month period immediately prior to making an application, clearly showing a credible 
and consistent track record of savings. The cash savings should be no less than 3% of the market 
value of the property. Gifts are permissible up to 7% of the market value of the property, where 
their source is verified.

Exceptions to the above can be made where an applicant/applicants can clearly demonstrate 
a consistent and credible record of savings or rent payment through their bank account which 
at a minimum is equal to:

-  In the case of a fixed rate loan, the proposed monthly loan repayment or

-  In the case of a variable rate loan, the proposed stress tested monthly loan repayment.

Given the need to administer the loan in a financially prudent manner, in order to protect 
the financial position of both the borrower and local authorities, I have no plans to reduce these 
deposit requirements.

11/06/2019WRKKK02100Local Authority Housing Waiting Lists

11/06/2019WRKKK022001001. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of applicants on the various local authority housing waiting lists who have 
been housed in the past 12 months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24303/19]

11/06/2019WRKKK02300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department does not hold information of the specific type requested by the Deputy.

The allocation of social housing support is a matter for each individual local authority in 
accordance with the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, and associated regulations. 
Section 22 of the 2009 Act requires all local authorities, as a reserved function, to make an al-
location scheme determining the order of priority to be accorded in the allocation of dwellings 
to households qualified for social housing support and to households approved for a transfer, 
the allocation of which would, in the opinion of the authority, meet the accommodation needs 
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and requirements of the households.

However, my Department does collect annual statistics on the number of households on 
social housing waiting lists. Details on the number of households qualified for social housing 
support in each local authority area are provided in the statutory Summary of Social Housing 
Assessments (SSHA), which has been carried out on an annual basis since 2016. The summary 
is a count, on a specific date, of all households qualified for social housing support on local 
authority waiting lists whose housing need has not been met.

The 2018 assessment shows that 71,858 households were assessed as qualified and being 
in need of social housing support. This represents a decrease of 13,941 households or 16.2% 
on the last assessment in June 2017. Indeed, since the Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action 
Plan was launched in 2016, the numbers have decreased from 91,600 to 71,858, a reduction of 
22%. 

Question No. 1002 answered with Question No. 998.

11/06/2019WRKKK02500Social and Affordable Housing Expenditure

11/06/2019WRKKK026001003. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the amount of funding spent on rent support, HAP or other housing assistance 
schemes in lieu of local authority housing in each of the past five years to date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [24305/19]

11/06/2019WRKKK02700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department provides housing supports through a range of delivery streams, including the Hous-
ing Assistance Payment (HAP) and the Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS).

The HAP scheme is a flexible and immediate housing support that is available to all eligible 
households throughout the State and plays a vital role in housing eligible families and individu-
als. At the end of Quarter 1, 2019, there were over 45,900 active tenancies being supported 
under the HAP scheme nationally.

The Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) introduced in 2005 placed responsibility on 
local authorities to meet the accommodation needs of people in receipt of Rent Supplement 
for 18 months or longer, and who are assessed as having a long-term housing need.  RAS has 
provided a more structured, accommodation-based approach to the use of the private rental 
sector to meet long-term housing need, thereby eliminating dependence on temporary income 
support payments, i.e. rent supplement.  In the period since RAS commenced in 2005 to the end 
of December 2018, some 62,095 households have been transferred from Rent Supplement to 
RAS and other social housing options.  

RAS continues to be an effective and secure form of social housing support and remains a 
significant part of the suite of social housing options currently available to those who are as-
sessed as being in need of housing support. 

The funding provided for the two schemes since 2014 is set out in the following table.

Year €m
2014 133.9
2015 137.43
2016 188.7



11 June 2019

449

2017 295.54
2018 419.94
As HAP is progressively replacing Rent Supplement for households with a long term hous-

ing need, the funding directed to Rent Supplement would have decreased in recent years, as 
funding for HAP has increased. Rent Supplement comes within the remit of my colleague, the 
Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection.

11/06/2019WRKKK02800Homeless Persons Data

11/06/2019WRKKK029001004. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of persons registered as homeless by the various local authorities 
throughout the greater Dublin area; the number who have been successfully housed in each of 
the past five years to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24306/19]

11/06/2019WRKKK03000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department publishes a monthly report on homelessness. The monthly report is based on 
data provided by housing authorities and produced through the Pathway Accommodation & 
Support System (PASS).  The report captures details of individuals utilising State-funded emer-
gency accommodation arrangements that are overseen by housing authorities.  The most recent 
report for April 2019 showed that in the Dublin region, there were 4,401 adults, including 
1,284 families (incorporating 1,830 individuals within the 4,401 figure for adults) and 2,769 
associated dependents accessing emergency accommodation. Monthly reports are available on 
my Department’s website at the following link: www.housing.gov.ie/housing/homelessness/
other/homelessness-data.

The administration of homeless services is organised on a regional basis as this approach is 
considered more effective, bringing a strategic perspective to bear on action to address home-
lessness.  In this regard, the Dublin region under the Dublin Region Homeless Executive com-
prises Dublin City Council, Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council, Fingal County Council 
and South Dublin County Council . As part of the funding arrangements in place, each region 
provides my Department with a quarterly performance report which includes details of the 
number of adults exiting homelessness in that quarter. The exits from homelessness for the 
Dublin Region for each year from 2014 to 2018 are set out in the following table.  

Exits from Homelessness - Dublin Region 

2014  2015  2016  2017  2018 
792  1,059  1,833  3,225  3,572

11/06/2019WRKKK03100Social and Affordable Housing Expenditure

11/06/2019WRKKK032001005. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the extent to which funding earmarked for the provision of affordable or local au-
thority houses has been spent under various headings in each of the past four years to date; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [24307/19]

11/06/2019WRKKK03300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Over the course of Rebuilding Ireland, the Government is committed to meeting the housing 
needs of over 138,000 households.  This will be achieved through blended delivery, with over 
50,000 homes being delivered through build, acquisition and leasing programmes, and some 
88,000 further households being supported through the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) 
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and the Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS).  A social house building programme is well 
underway, with local authorities and Approved Housing Bodies significantly expanding new 
build output year on year.

The implementation of Rebuilding Ireland is a key Government priority supported by sig-
nificant annual investment.  The overall targets set in Rebuilding Ireland are consistently ex-
ceeded, satisfying the needs of more and more households each year.  In 2019 alone, the hous-
ing needs of almost 27,400 households will be met, of which 10,000 will be new social housing 
homes delivered through build, acquisition and long term leasing programmes, with the remain-
ing supports being delivered through HAP and RAS schemes.

Expenditure details in respect of the provision of social housing homes through build, ac-
quisition and leasing programmes for the period 2016 to end May 2019 are set out in the fol-
lowing table. 

Delivery Stream 2016 
Expenditure€m

2017 
Expenditure€m

2018 
Expenditure€m

2019 
Expenditure(to 
end May) €m

Total€m

Build, Acquisi-
tion & Lease

462.09 802 1,268.84 330.5 2,863.43

The delivery of affordable housing remains a key priority for this Government.  To support 
the delivery of 6,200 affordable homes, €310 million is being made available under the Ser-
viced Site Fund, from 2019 to 2021, to facilitate the delivery of infrastructure on local authority 
sites.  Last December, €43 million was approved under the Fund for 10 infrastructure projects in 
Dublin and Cork, which will deliver 1,400 affordable homes.  Under the second Serviced Sites 
Fund call, 30 submissions have been received from 15 local authorities.  These are currently 
being assessed, and I expect to issue approvals under this second call in the coming weeks.

In addition, approximately 2,350 affordable homes will be delivered on mainly publicly 
owned lands supported through the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund, while 5,600 
further homes will benefit from a LIHAF-related cost reduction, some of which are already 
coming to market.  Funding of €200 million is being provided under LIHAF, of which €150 
million was made available via the Exchequer with local authorities matching up to €50 mil-
lion.  To date, €16 million in Exchequer funding has been drawn down and this reflects the 
fact that most projects have been going through the design and planning stages, with more now 
moving into the construction phase when the bulk of expenditure arises.

11/06/2019WRKKK03400Local Authority Housing Data

11/06/2019WRKKK035001006. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of local authority houses under construction; when they are likely to 
be ready for occupation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24308/19]

11/06/2019WRKKK03600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The latest quarterly Social Housing Construction Status Report shows that almost 5,000 so-
cial homes were under construction at end Q4 2018, of which 2,345 were in the local authori-
ties’ own build programmes.

It will be these schemes that will form the bulk of the housing delivery over the course of 
2019, although further projects will continue to be added to the pipeline on an ongoing basis. 
The end Q4 2018 report is available on the Rebuilding Ireland website at the following link: 
http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-publishes-social-housing-construction-sta-
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tus-report-for-q4-2018/. 

It should be noted that details of social housing delivery for Q1 2019 are being finalised 
and will be published shortly. All local authorities are encouraged to further accelerate their 
programmes and I have assured them that the necessary funding is available to support their 
work in this regard. 

11/06/2019WRKKK03700Planning Issues

11/06/2019WRKKK038001007. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the degree to which particular attention can be given to ensure that the rural indig-
enous population is able to obtain planning permission in their own area within reason; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [24309/19]

11/06/2019WRKKK03900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under the current 2005 Guidelines on Sustainable Rural Housing, planning authorities are re-
quired to frame the planning policies in their development plans in a balanced and measured 
way that ensures the housing needs of rural communities are met, while avoiding excessive 
urban-generated housing and haphazard development, particularly in those areas near cities and 
towns that are under pressure from urban generated development.

Following engagement between the European Commission and my Department regarding 
the European Court of Justice ruling in the “Flemish Decree” case, a working group was estab-
lished to review and, where necessary, recommend changes to the 2005 Planning Guidelines on 
Sustainable Rural Housing, issued under section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, 
as amended.  The working group comprises senior officials from the Planning Division of my 
Department and senior officials from the Planning Divisions of local authorities, nominated by 
the local government sector. 

The objective is to ensure that rural housing policies and objectives contained in local au-
thority development plans comply with the relevant provisions of the Treaty on the Functioning 
of the European Union.  

Planning authorities were advised in May 2017 by way of Circular Letter PL 02/2017, that 
the existing 2005 Guidelines remain in place, pending the issuing of the revised guidelines. The 
Circular also advised that they should not amend the rural housing local needs policies in their 
development plans until the revised Guidelines have issued. 

The National Planning Framework (the NPF) also provides an important context for the 
finalisation of the revisions to the 2005 Rural Housing Guidelines. National Policy Objective 
15 of the NPF fully supports the concept of the sustainable development of rural areas by en-
couraging growth and arresting decline in areas that have experienced low population growth 
or decline in recent decades, while simultaneously indicating the need to manage certain areas 
around cities and towns that are under strong urban influence and under pressure from uncoor-
dinated and ribbon-type development, in order to avoid over-development of those areas.

Furthermore, National Policy Objective 37 of the NPF requires each local authority to carry 
out a Housing Need Demand Assessment (HNDA) in order to correlate and accurately align 
overall future housing requirements, as an evolution of their existing Housing Strategy require-
ments under Part V of the 2000 Act. This will assist local authorities in ensuring long-term 
strategic housing needs are met across all types, tenures and locations across their functional 
areas, both urban and rural. Accordingly, the NPF objectives are aligned with the approach al-
ready expected of planning authorities under the current 2005 Guidelines.  My Department in-
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tends to provide further guidance to local authorities later this year, to support their HNDA 
work as part of the review of their Development Plans. 

Taking account of the engagement with the European Commission regarding revisions to the 
2005 Rural Housing Guidelines and subject to the completion of the ongoing deliberations by 
the working group, I will be in a position to finalise and issue to planning authorities revisions 
to the Guidelines that take account of the relevant European Court of Justice judgment.

11/06/2019WRKKK04000Homeless Accommodation Provision

11/06/2019WRKKK041001008. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of emergency housing units available for use by each local authority 
to meet the growing housing requirements by county; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [24310/19]

11/06/2019WRKKK04200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national framework of 
policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in addressing home-
lessness at the local level.  

My Department does not provide funding for services directly but provides funding to hous-
ing authorities towards the operational costs of providing emergency accommodation and re-
lated services.  Details in relation to the number of emergency housing units available for use 
by each local authority, which includes private emergency accommodation, are not available in 
my Department, and are a matter for individual housing authorities.

11/06/2019WRKKK04300Firearms Licences

11/06/2019WRKKK044001009. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if a derogation will be sought for a proposal (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [23620/19]

11/06/2019WRKKK045001010. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the detail of the new restrictions on the use of lead in firearms (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [23529/19]

11/06/2019WRKKK04600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1009 and 1010 together.

The Agreement on the Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds (AEWA) 
was developed under the UN Convention on Migratory Species.  Ireland signed up to the Agree-
ment in 2003.  The agreement includes a commitment that “Parties shall endeavour to phase out 
the use of lead shot for hunting in wetlands as soon as possible in accordance with self-imposed 
and published timetables.”

The European Commission have published a draft Regulation for consideration by Member 
States on the use of lead shot in wetlands following a report on the matter by the European 
Chemicals Agency (ECHA).  My Department’s position is to support the AEWA commitment 
to phase out the use of lead shot over wetlands.  The draft Commission Regulation, if accepted 
by Member States, would appear reasonable in the circumstances as it is in line with the AEWA 
commitment.  It is also my understanding that the draft Regulation will provide for a reasonable 
lead-in time to allow hunters to make the necessary arrangements to source alternatives to lead 
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shot.  

My Department had already had discussions with a major hunting body on the draft Regula-
tion and will be engaging with other interested parties on the matter.

11/06/2019WRLLL00300Údarás na Gaeltachta Elections

11/06/2019WRLLL004001011. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
her plans to announce elections for the board of Údarás na Gaeltachta; when this will be carried 
out; if not, the reason therefor; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [23741/19]

11/06/2019WRLLL00500Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): The Deputy will be aware that the current  board of Údarás na Gaeltachta was 
appointed on 16 January 2018 for a 5-year period to 15 January 2023 in accordance with the 
relevant provisions of Acht na Gaeltachta 2012. This is the second board to be appointed under 
the revised arrangements currently being applied, in accordance with the Act and in line with 
best practice. 

Given the effectiveness and efficiency of the current system of appointments which was the 
subject of careful consideration by my Department prior to the enactment of the Gaeltacht Act 
in 2012, I see no good reason to reintroduce an expensive election process. 

11/06/2019WRLLL00600National Archives

11/06/2019WRLLL007001012. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if a matter regarding census records will be examined (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [23754/19]

11/06/2019WRLLL00800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
1901 and 1911 censuses are the only surviving full censuses of Ireland open to the public. Both 
censuses were released to public inspection in 1961.  Between 2007 and 2010, the censuses 
were digitised and made available online and have proven immensely popular. 

The National Archives is aware that some files of census returns are missing from the online 
1911 census and these include those referred to by the Deputy.  In recent years, the National 
Archives has been carrying out a programme of corrections to the online data in response to 
submissions of suggested corrections received via e-mail from members of the public.  The 
National Archives intends to continue with a programme of work to address missing and incor-
rect data.

The Deputy will be pleased to know that, although the census records to which he refers 
are not available online at present, the originals remain in the custody of the National Archives 
and can be made available for inspection in the Reading Room by arrangement. The National 
Archives can supply copies of individual forms to those who cannot visit in person and details 
of how to contact the National Archives can be found on the website www.nationalarchives.ie/.

11/06/2019WRLLL00900Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge

11/06/2019WRLLL010001013. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den an Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus 
Gaeltachta cad iad na strúchtúir eagraíochtúla atá i bhfeidhm chun monatóireacht a dhéanamh 
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ar ghníomhaíochtaí aonair na Straitéise 20 Bliain; cé hiad na daoine atá páirteach sa mhonatói-
reacht; cad iad na ranna rialtais a bhfuil baint acu le monatóireacht ar an Straitéis ina hiomláine; 
agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [23846/19]

11/06/2019WRLLL011001014. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den an Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus 
Gaeltachta cén dul chun cinn atá déanta maidir le coiste stiúrtha a bhunú a dhéanfaidh mao-
irseacht ar dhul chun cinn maidir le cur i bhfeidhm na ngníomhaíochtaí aonair sa Phlean Gníom-
haíochta 2018-2023; cé hiad na daoine a bheidh ar an gcoiste sin; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas 
ina thaobh. [23847/19]

11/06/2019WRLLL01200Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): Tógfaidh mé Ceisteanna Uimhir 23846/19 agus 23847/19 le chéile.

Dírím aird an Teachta ar an bhfreagra a thug mé ar Cheist Dála Uimh 52 den 16 Eanáir 2019 
faoin ábhar seo. Mar a thug mé le fios sa bhfreagra sin, leagtar amach sa Phlean Gníomhaíochta 
2018-2022 don Ghaeilge, a foilsíodh i mí Meitheamh 2018, an cur chuige nua a bheidh i bh-
feidhm maidir le monatóireacht a dhéanamh ar an Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge 2010-2030 
agus ar fheidhmiú an Phlean go sonrach. 

Tá an Coiste Stiúrtha atá freagrach as monatóireacht a dhéanamh ar chur i bhfeidhm agus ar 
dhul chun cinn an phlean bunaithe anois agus tionóladh trí chruinniú de ó bunaíodh é anuraidh. 

Is é cúram an Choiste Stiúrtha, atá ag feidhmiú faoi chathaoirleacht mo Roinne, ná:

1. monatóireacht a dhéanamh ar chur i bhfeidhm an ós cionn 180 beart atá leagtha amach sa 
phlean  a chuirfear i bhfeidhm i gcomhar le 60 páirtí leasamhar;

2. tacú le bearta agus tionscnaimh eile nach bhfuil san áireamh cheana féin sa phlean a 
aithint; agus, 

3. treochtaí, constaicí nó údair imní a thagann chun cinn maidir leis an nGaeilge trí chéile a 
shainaithint ar leas na Straitéise 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge 2010-2030. 

Ós rud é go bhfuil freagracht thras-Rannach i gceist maidir le forfheidhmiú an Phlean, tá 
an Coiste Stiúrtha comhdhéanta d’ionadaithe ón Roinn Oideachais agus Scileanna, An Roinn 
Leanaí & Gnóthaí Óige, An Roinn Caiteachais Phoiblí & Athchóirithe, Údarás na Gaeltachta 
agus Foras na Gaeilge, chomh maith, ar ndóigh, le hionadaíocht ó mo Roinn féin. Is faoi cha-
thaoirleacht mo Roinne atá sé ag feidhmiú.

Ar ndóigh, tá sé i gceist  go dtiocfaidh an coiste le chéile ar bhonn rialta agus mar atá leagtha 
amach sa phlean, go bhfoilseofar tuairisc bhliantúil maidir le dul chun cinn, tar éis don tuairisc 
a bheith faofa ag an Rialtas. In thaobh sin, tá beartaithe go bhfoilseofar an chéad tuairisc bhl-
iantúil i bhfómhar na bliana seo - ina dtabhfar cuntas ar an dul chun cinn i leith an tréimhse 
fhorfheidhmithe Iúil 2018 go Iúil 2019.

Níor miste a lua chomh maith go leanfar leis an gCoiste Comhairleach a ceapadh in 2014 
mar thaca eile d’fhorfheidhmiú rathúil na Straitéise. Tá an coiste seo comhdhéanta d’ionadaithe 
ó Údarás na Gaeltachta, Foras na Gaeilge, An Chomhairle um Oideachais Gaeltachta & Gaels-
coileanna [COGG], Gaeloideachas Teo., Conradh na Gaeilge, Gael Linn, Oireachtas na Gaeilge, 
Glór na Gael, Coláiste na bhFiann, Comhlachas na gComharchumainn Gaeltachta, Muintearas 
Teo./Óige na Gaeltachta, Oidhreacht Chorca Dhuibhne Teo., CONCOS, Ealaín na Gaeltachta, 
Comhar Naíonraí na Gaeltachta agus ar ndóigh, ionadaithe ó mo Roinn féin. 

Sa bhreis air sin, leanfaidh mo Roinn ag obair go dlúth, ar bhonn déthaobhach agus leanún-
ach, leis na Ranna agus na forais ábhartha Stáit ar mhaithe le dul chun cinn a chinntiú.
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De thoradh seo ar fad, táim sásta go ndéanfar monatóireacht agus tuairisciú chuí ar chur i 
bhfeidhm an Phlean 5 Bliana agus an Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge. 

11/06/2019WRLLL01400Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge

11/06/2019WRLLL015001015. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den an Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus 
Gaeltachta cén dul chun cinn atá déanta maidir le forbairt an phlean chun tacú le lánúineacha 
óga nó tuismitheoirí nua atá dírithe ar sheachadadh idirghlúine na Gaeilge mar atá luaite sa 
Phlean Gníomhaíochta, 2018-2023; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [23848/19]

11/06/2019WRLLL01600Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): Ag croílár an Phlean Gníomhaíochta 2018-2022 don Ghaeilge, tá breis is 180 
beart atá á gcur i bhfeidhm i gcomhar le os cionn 60 páirtí leasmhar. Leagtar an bhéim is mó ar 
an méid a dhéanfar go sonrach ar bhonn comhpháirtíochta thar 5 bliana.  Tá clár ama luaite le 
gach beart agus luaitear chomh maith, ar ndóigh, na páirtithe a bheidh freagrach as na bearta a 
chur i bhfeidhm. 

Déantar cur síos sa Phlean chomh maith ar an gcur chuige a bheidh i bhfeidhm maidir le 
cúrsaí monatóireachta, ar mhaithe le treisiú a dhéanamh ar an gcomhpháirtíocht agus ar an 
gcomhúinéireacht is gá a bheith ann chun go mbeidh rath ag ár n-iarrachtaí uilig.

Ní miste a lua go raibh trí chruinniú go dtí seo ag an gcoiste stiúrtha atá bunaithe, faoi 
chathaoirleacht mo Roinne seo, chun monatóireacht a dhéanamh ar chur i bhfeidhm an Phlean 
Gníomhaíochta 2018-2022. Tá ionadaíocht ag an Roinn Oideachais agus Scileanna, chomh 
maith leis an Roinn Leanaí agus Gnóthaí Óige ar ndóigh ar an gcoiste seo. I gcomhréir le cinne-
adh an Rialtais ina leith, tá i gceist go bhfoilseofar tuairisc bhliantúil maidir le cur i bhfeidhm an 
Phlean Gníomhaíochta tar éis an tuairisc sin a bheith leagtha os comhair an Rialtais.  Foilseofar 
an céad tuairisc i bhfómhar na bliana seo.

Tá cistíocht faoi leith ar fiú €3.2m curtha ar fáil sa bhliain reatha chun cumasú do mo Roinn 
leanúint ar aghaidh agus raon leathan bearta faoi leith a thacóidh ar bhealach praiticiúil le cur i 
bhfeidhm an phróisis pleanála teanga agus bearta eile a bhaineann le seachadadh na Gaeilge a 
mhaoiniú in 2019. 

Ag an bpointe ama seo, tá pleananna teanga ceadaithe agus tús á chur lena bhfeidhmiú i 14 
Limistéar Pleanála Teanga Gaeltachta. Faoi 2020, beidh gach ceantar i mbun pleananna a chur 
i bhfeidhm. Tá 11 Oifigeach Pleanála Teanga agus triúr Oifigigh Cúnta fostaithe sa Ghaeltacht 
go dáta chun na pleananna sin a chur i bhfeidhm.

Mar fhreagra ar cheist an Teachta agus in éindí le bheith ag maoiniú, feidhmiú agus ullmhú 
pleananna sa Ghaeltacht, sna Bailte Seirbhíse Gaeltachta agus sna Líonraí Gaeilge tá bearta á 
mhaoiniú ag an Roinn ar bhonn lárnach mar a bhaineann sé leis na luathbhlianta; an teaghlach, 
na healaíona traidisiúnta agus an óige.

Tá allúntas suas le €1,027,613 thar an tréimhse 2018 go 2020  ceadaithe ag mo Roinn don 
eagraíocht Tuismitheoirí na Gaeltachta - Beart 2,11 & 3.2 den Phlean Gníomhaíochta 2018-
2022.  Cuirfidh an t-allúntas seo ar chumas na heagraíochta leathnú a dhéanamh ar an raon 
tacaíochtaí a sholáthraíonn siad do theaghlaigh atá ag tógáil a gcuid leanaí trí Ghaeilge nó ar 
mian leo sin a dhéanamh, agus go háirithe chun freastal ar na riachtanais a thagann chun cinn i 
gceantair phleanála teanga Gaeltachta.  Tá leas á bhaint as an allúntas seo chun:

-  6 phost a chruthú chun an clár tacaíochta a sholáthar sna limistéir pleanála teanga ábhartha 
Ghaeltachta;
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-  an tseirbhís a bhíodh á chur ar fáil i nGaeltacht na Gaillimhe agus Thír Chonaill a fhorbairt 
tuilleadh agus freastal ar an éileamh i gceantair Ghaeltachta eile; agus

-  san áireamh san allúntas seo, tá maoiniú á chur ar fáil i leith an Phacáiste Tacaíochta 
Teaghlaigh, a bunaíodh in 2012 agus a bhfuil  an fhreagracht maidir lena riar aistrithe ón Roinn 
chuig 

Tuismitheoirí na Gaeltachta ó thús 2019. Beidh forbairt a dhéanamh ar an bpacáiste sin de 
réir a chéile.

Chuir Tuismitheoirí na Gaeltachta in iúl don Roinn ag cruinniú monatóireachta le gairid go 
bhfuil ceathrar ball fóirne fostaithe go data agus go mbeidh dhá phost eile á fhógairt go luath, a 
chuimseoidh dóibh iomlánú a dhéanamh ar an tseirbhís.

Chomh maith leis sin tá allúntas breise €1.26m thar an tréimhse 2018 go 2021 ceadaithe ag 
mo Roinn don eagraíocht Comhar Naíonraí na Gaeltachta (CNNG) – Beart 2.11, 3.1 & 3.2 
den Phlean Gníomhaíochta 2018-2022. Cuirfidh an t-allúntas seo ar chumas na heagraíochta 
leathnú a dhéanamh ar an raon tacaíochtaí a chuirtear ar fáil do sheirbhísí luathbhlianta na Gael-
tachta. Bainfidh CNNG leas as an allúntas chun: 

-  beirt oifigeach cúnta breise a fhostú;

-  8 seirbhís bhreise a ghlacadh ar lámh in 2018/2019, 10 seirbhís in 2019/2020 agus 2 
sheirbhís in 2020/2021 (20 in iomlán);

-  riaradh a dhéanamh ar an Scéim Seirbhísí Réamhscoile agus Iarscoile (SSRI) thar ceann 
na Roinne;

-  tacaíocht agus comhairle a chur ar fáil do 20 seirbhís a bhíonn ag feidhmiú trí Bhéarla 
chun úsáid na Gaeilge a spreagadh ina seirbhísí agus é seo a mhéadú go 30 in 2019 agus go 40 
in 2020;

-  feasacht a fhorbairt agus cumarsáid a dhéanamh le 2,500 tuismitheoir; agus

-  treoir a chur ar fáil do naíonraí agus nasc a chothú leis na bunscoileanna Gaeltachta.

Ní miste a lua chomh maith go gcuireann Údarás na Gaeltachta maoiniú bliantúil de 
€535,000 ar fáil chomh maith do Chomhar Naíonraí na Gaeltachta chun a gcuid gníomhaíochtaí 
a mhaoiniú.

Cheadaigh Foras na Gaeilge cistíocht arbh fhiú €15,000 do Chumann an Phiarsaigh chun 
scoláireachtaí Gaeltachta a thairiscint do theaghlaigh a bhfuil páistí  ag freastal ar oideachas lán 
Ghaeilge – Réimse 3.4.

Cuimsítear tacaíocht theoranta do réimse sheachadadh idirghlúine na Gaeilge laistigh de 
chlár oibre Ghlór  na nGael in 2019. Ag cruinniú in 2018, cheadaigh Bord Fhoras na Gaeilge 
maoiniú nach mó ná €1,078,615 do Ghlór na nGael don obair mar cheanneagraíocht ina bhfuil 
seachadadh na Gaeilge ó ghlúin go glúin mar cheann de na cúramaí – Réimse 3.5, 3.6 agus 3.7.

I gcomhréir le beart 3.12 den phlean, tá leibhéal uasta maoinithe caipitil atáthar ag sholáthar 
do thograí luathbhlianta faoin Chlár Tacaíochtaí Pobail agus Teanga mo Roinne méadaithe go 
95%. 

I gcomhréir le beart 3.10 den phlean, tá coiste stiúrtha bunaithe ag an Roinn Leanaí agus 
Gnóthaí Óige - a bhfuil ionadaithe ó Ranna agus gníomhaireachtaí ábhartha air - chun mao-
irseacht a dhéanamh ar fheidhmiú plean cuimsitheach don earnáil luathoideachais Gaeilge. 
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11/06/2019WRLLL01700National Concert Hall

11/06/2019WRLLL018001016. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the procedures in place to appoint persons to the board of the National Concert Hall; 
when vacancies will next arise on the board; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[24066/19]

11/06/2019WRLLL01900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Section 
10 of the National Cultural Institutions (National Concert Hall) Act, 2015 deals with the ap-
pointment of the Board of the NCH.  Section 10(1) provides that the Board shall consist of a 
chairperson and 8 ordinary members.   

Section 10(2)(a) deals with the skill sets for Board members.  Section 10(2)(b) requires 
the Minister to consult the chairperson of the Board in relation to the expertise required on the 
Board when the Minister is making an appointment.  Section 10(2)(c) provides that the Minister 
shall have regard to any guidelines prepared by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
in relation to appointments to boards of State Bodies.  

There are currently no vacancies on the Board.  The term of office for three Board members 
expires on 23 June 2019.  Having consulted with the Chairperson of the Board of the National 
Concert Hall, I have decided to re-appoint two of the members of the Board for a term of five 
years from 24 June 2019.  When the next vacancy arises, the method for filling the vacancy 
will be by advertisement through the StateBoards portal operated by the Public Appointments 
Service (PAS).

11/06/2019WRLLL02000Oideachas Gaeltachta

11/06/2019WRLLL021001017. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den an Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus 
Gaeltachta an ndearnadh aon dul chun cinn maidir leis an bhféidearthacht cáilíocht shain-
cheaptha a sholáthar san oideachas luathbhlianta trí mheán na Gaeilge do chleachtóirí agus 
do chleachtóirí ionchasacha, mar atá pléite sa Pholasaí don Oideachas Gaeltachta, 2017-2022; 
agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [24164/19]

11/06/2019WRLLL02200Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): Tá roinnt bearta idir lámha ag mo Roinn i gcomhar le hÚdarás na Gaeltachta chun 
tacú go díreach nó go tánaisteach le cur i bhfeidhm rathúil an Pholasaí don Oideachas Gael-
tachta.  Tá tús curtha le héifeacht an tsoláthar trí mheán na Gaeilge a neartú i gcomhthéacs an 
oideachais sna luathbhlianta ag an dá eagraíocht ar a n-áirítear:

-  maoiniú atá curtha ar fáil ag Údarás na Gaeltachta don eagraíocht Muintearas Teo chun 
cúrsa ECCE i gCúram Leanaí ag Leibhéal 6 a reáchtáil i nGaeltacht na Gaillimhe agus Dhún na 
nGall.   Tá an cúrsa seo dírithe ar dhaoine atá ag obair in ionaid cúram leanaí, naíonraí, daoine 
a thugann cúram do leanaí ina dteach féin nó daoine ar spéis seo oibriú san earnáil luathoi-
deachas; agus 

-  an chlár oibre atá comhaontaithe idir mo Roinn agus Acadamh na hOllscolaíochta Gaeilge 
chun clár teanga agus oiliúna á fhorbairt don réimse luathoideachais.  Tá mar chuspóir aige seo 
tacú leis an oiliúint chuí a chur ar fáil trí Ghaeilge do chleachtóirí luathoideachais atá ag obair i 
naíonraí sa Ghaeltacht agus taobh amuigh di. Faoin gcur chuige atá aontaithe leis an Acadamh, 
cuirfear gearrchúrsaí i sealbhú agus saibhriú teanga, mar a bhaineann sé leis an réimse luathoi-
deachais, ar fáil sna hionaid Ghaeltachta de chuid an Acadaimh atá lonnaithe i nGaoth Dobhair, 
ar an gCeathrú Rua agus i gCarna agus forbrófar clár léinn níos leithne le freastal ar an earnáil 
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thábhachtach seo.

11/06/2019WRLLL02300World Heritage Sites

11/06/2019WRLLL024001018. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of applications received requesting to be included on the 2010 tentative list for nomina-
tion as a UNESCO World Heritage Site; the number which were unsuccessful; the reasons for 
same; the number of these applications which were made by public bodies and private bodies, 
respectively; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24285/19]

11/06/2019WRLLL025001019. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
her Department encourages previously unsuccessful applications to the 2010 tentative list for 
nomination as UNESCO World Heritage Sites to reapply for inclusion in the 2020 tentative list; 
the position regarding the sites currently on the 2010 tentative list, if they will be transferred to 
the new 2020 tentative list; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24286/19]

11/06/2019WRLLL026001020. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if her Department encourages owners of individual buildings that have been demonstrated to 
possess outstanding universal value, one of the central ideals underpinning the World Heri-
tage Convention, to apply for inclusion on the upcoming 2020 tentative list for nomination as 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24287/19]

11/06/2019WRLLL02700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1018 to 1020, inclusive, together.

In January last, my Department advertised publicly, including through social media, for 
official bodies and individuals to apply to the Department to have suitable sites considered for 
inclusion in the 2020 UNESCO World Heritage list.  Applications must be advanced in close 
cooperation with the relevant local authorities which are expected to take the lead with respect 
to potential World Heritage nominations in their administrative areas. This ensures the longterm 
involvement of a statutory body in preparing a site for inclusion on the Tentative List. Officials 
of my Department are also available to assist and advise interested parties.

The process of readying a site for eventual UNESCO World Heritage nomination encom-
passes the involvement of the community at large and a wide range of stakeholders. Of critical 
importance when deciding whether a site should be included on the Tentative List is whether it 
is capable of demonstrating Outstanding Universal Value. This means that the site must possess 
cultural and/or natural significance which is so exceptional as to transcend national boundaries 
and to be of global importance for present and future generations. As such, the permanent pro-
tection of this heritage is of the highest importance to the international community as a whole. 
This characteristic would be rigorously assessed by an expert committee for any site under 
consideration for the Tentative List.

Twenty-two candidate sites were put forward for inclusion on the 2010 Tentative List with 
the majority coming from public bodies. In addition to the newly-nominated sites that were 
included in the 2010 List, certain other sites had their position on the previous Tentative List 
renewed. Others were not considered at that time to have demonstrated that they would meet 
the various criteria set by the World Heritage Committee. I will provide the Deputy with details 
of the 22 sites separately. 

My Department is currently in the process of managing the ten-year review of Ireland’s 
Tentative List. In this respect, the local authorities associated with each site on the current Ten-
tative List have been invited to review the readiness of their communities and sites to proceed 



11 June 2019

459

to World Heritage nomination. My Department is tasked with deciding whether or not sites are 
likely to meet the criteria for World Heritage nomination. It will do so at the end of the review 
period in June 2020, and with the benefit of additional information provided by the relevant lo-
cal authorities in the meantime. 

11/06/2019WRLLL03000Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Applications

11/06/2019WRLLL031001021. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
steps will be taken to ensure that a person (details supplied) is paid the appropriate compensa-
tion for cessation of turf cutting; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24314/19]

11/06/2019WRLLL03200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): An ap-
plication for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme has been 
received by my Department from the individual referred to in the Deputy’s Question. With re-
spect to 36 raised bog natural heritage area sites, the qualifying criteria for the scheme are that:

-  The applicant must have had a legal interest (ownership or a turbary right (right to cut 
turf)) in one of these sites on 25 May 2010 and must have had the right to cut and remove turf 
from the property on that date;

-  The applicant must have been cutting turf on the land in question during the relevant five 
year period up to 14 January 2014;

-  The turf resource on the site has not been exhausted; and

-  No turf cutting or associated activity is ongoing on the property.   

I am advised that Departmental staff have been in contact with the applicant and further cor-
respondence has now issued to him. My Department will be in a position to further process the 
application when the requested forms have been returned.

11/06/2019WRLLL03300Natural Heritage Areas Designation

11/06/2019WRLLL034001022. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
when a natural heritage area order will be de-designated as communicated to affected property 
owners (details supplied) in which a period of over five years has elapsed since the publication 
of the long-term plan for Ireland’s peatlands on 14 January 2014 and de-designation is still 
awaited; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [24350/19]

11/06/2019WRLLL03500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Re-
view of Raised Bog Natural Heritage Area Network, published in January 2014, provides detail 
on arrangements regarding turf cutting on each of the 75 raised bog natural heritage areas. The 
Review concluded that Ireland could more effectively achieve conservation of threatened raised 
bog habitat through focused protection and restoration of a reconfigured network.  This recon-
figured network entails:

 1. The cessation of turf-cutting on 36 existing natural heritage areas, which will remain 
designated - this includes 7 sites to be divided, with part to be conserved and part de-designated;

 2. The complete de-designation of 46 natural heritage areas - including the relevant areas of 
the 7 sites to be divided - where it has been judged that their conservation potential is expected 
to be marginal and/or that restoration would be prohibitively expensive for the conservation 
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benefits achieved.  These sites include the site referred to in the Deputy’s Question. Domestic 
turf-cutting may continue on these sites, while larger scale or commercial turf cutting will con-
tinue to be regulated through other consent systems; and

 3. The designation as natural heritage areas of 25 currently undesignated raised bogs, which 
are in public ownership or where there is reduced turf cutting pressure. These sites are to be 
proposed for designation to make up for the loss of habitat within the natural heritage area sites 
where turf cutting is to continue.

The Wildlife (Amendment) Bill 2016, to give effect to the outcome of the 2014 Review, 
was presented to the Dáil on 21 July 2016 and was passed by that House on 13 December 2018.

The Bill, as passed by the Dáil Éireann, provides for me, as the Minister for Culture, Heri-
tage and the Gaeltacht to complete the 2014 Review of Raised Bog Natural Heritage Area 
Network and to conduct a review or reviews of blanket bog natural heritage areas, at his or her 
discretion. 

Section 4 of the Bill proposes to amend the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000 by the insertion 
of a new section 18A after section 18 of that Act. Within section 4 of the Bill, section 18A(6) 
states that where I as the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht make an order to 
amend or revoke a natural heritage area order which designated land as a natural heritage area, 
that I will place an advertisement in at least one local newspaper to inform the public of the 
making of the order and cause a copy of the order to be sent to (i) defined owners or occupiers of 
land (ii) defined holders of valid prospecting or exploration licences and (iii) various Ministers 
of the Government and various public authorities. 

The Wildlife (Amendment) Bill 2016 has completed Committee Stage in the Seanad Éire-
ann and is scheduled for Report Stage in that House.


