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Questions Nos. 1 to 16, inclusive, answered orally.

22/05/2019WRA00500Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

22/05/2019WRA0060017. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his meeting with the 
US Congressional delegation that visited Ireland. [19963/19]

22/05/2019WRA00700The Taoiseach: On 16 April last, I met with a delegation of nine from the US House of 
Representatives, led by Speaker Nancy Pelosi. 

We had a broad-ranging discussion covering Brexit and Northern Ireland, US Immigration 
Reform and Ireland-US bilateral relations. 

Speaker Pelosi, Congressman Neal and the other members of the delegation  were unwaver-
ing in their support for peace in Northern Ireland, and emphasised their view that Brexit should 
not impact on the provisions of the Good Friday Agreement. 

I thanked the delegation for their continuing support of Irish immigration priorities includ-
ing the E3 Visa Bill, which has recently been reintroduced into the US Congress and mentioned 
also the need to find a solution for the undocumented Irish in the US.

  Questions Nos. 18 and 19 resubmitted.

22/05/2019WRA00900Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

22/05/2019WRA0100020. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent discussions 
with the British Prime Minister regarding Northern Ireland. [19964/19]

22/05/2019WRA01100The Taoiseach: I spoke briefly with Prime Minister May most recently on 15 May when we 
attended the Christchurch Call to Action meeting in Paris.  Whilst we did not have a substantive 
meeting on that occasion, we recalled our prior meeting on 24 April when we  both attended the 
funeral of Ms Lyra McKee, in St Anne’s Cathedral, Belfast.  

In coming together with other political leaders we paid tribute to Lyra McKee and gave 
expression to the clear will and determination of all of the people of these islands to reject vio-
lence and to support peace and a better future for everyone in Northern Ireland. 

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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At that time Prime Minister May and I agreed to initiate a new round of political talks, in-
volving all the main political parties in Northern Ireland, together with the UK and Irish Gov-
ernments and we issued a joint statement to this effect on 26 April.   The aim of these talks is to 
re-establish to full operation the democratic institutions of the Belfast/Good Friday Agreement 
- the NI Executive, Assembly and North-South Ministerial Council.  

This talks process started on 7 May in Stormont, led by Tánaiste Simon Coveney TD, and 
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland Karen Bradley. As Taoiseach and Prime Minister, we 
have agreed to review progress at the end of May.     The talks are now in their third week and 
I welcome the constructive engagement by all parties. 

  Questions Nos. 21 to 24, inclusive, resubmitted.

22/05/2019WRA01300Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

22/05/2019WRA0140025. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent meeting with 
EU leaders. [20536/19]

22/05/2019WRA01500The Taoiseach: I attended an informal meeting of EU Heads of State and Government in 
Sibiu, Romania on 9 May. 

We had an initial exchange of views on our strategic priorities for the years ahead. We ad-
opted a Declaration outlining 10 basic commitments which will guide our deliberations on the 
EU Strategic Agenda for the next five years, which we hope to adopt at the European Council 
meeting in June.  

My remarks at the informal summit were based on Ireland’s National Statement on the Eu-
ropean Union, which was published on 17 April, and discussed in the Dáil the following day. 

I outlined our objectives and priorities for the years ahead, and noted that working to ensure 
a close, comprehensive and ambitious future partnership with the UK continues to be a top 
priority. 

I spoke informally with many of my EU counterparts in the margins of the meeting in Sibiu. 

I also had a bilateral meeting with the Dutch Prime Minister, Mark Rutte, in the Hague on 8 
May, the day before the meeting in Sibiu.

  Questions Nos. 26 to 37, inclusive, resubmitted.

  Questions Nos. 38 to 40, inclusive, answered orally.

22/05/2019WRA01800Services for People with Disabilities

22/05/2019WRA0190041. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if extra 
funding and resources will be provided to address the ongoing problems of disability friendly 
infrastructure in train stations along the major commuter lines to ensure persons with mobility 
issues can use the train stations and commute safely; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22068/19]

22/05/2019WRA02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport.
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Under the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008, the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
has statutory responsibility for promoting the development of an integrated, accessible public 
transport network.    

Accessibility features, such as wheelchair access and audio/visual aids, are built into all new 
public transport infrastructure projects and vehicles from the design stage, including the 17 new 
rail stations built since 2007. 

The National Development Plan (NDP) for the period 2018-2027, sets out the national vi-
sion and ambition for the delivery of key critical infrastructure over the next 10 years, including 
in relation to public transport infrastructure.  Investment in public transport will be accelerated 
under the NDP to support the development of an integrated and sustainable national public 
transport system.  A number of key new major public transport programmes are due to be de-
livered under the NDP over the period to 2027. As with all new and recently developed public 
transport projects, these programmes will be fully accessible as part of the normal design. 

However, work remains to be done in terms of the retro-fitting of older infrastructure to 
make it accessible for people with a disability. In particular, gaps remain in relation to railway 
infrastructure and facilities as most of the rail network was originally developed during the 
Victorian era. 

To address infrastructural legacy issues, my Department funds a programme of accessibility 
improvement grants, managed by the NTA,  to upgrade existing and older infrastructure and 
facilities, including the upgrading of train stations to make them accessible to wheelchair us-
ers. In this regard, I secured a trebling of the funding provided for the Accessibility Retro-fit 
Programme to €28 million for the period 2018 to 2021, as part of the 4-year capital envelope for 
public transport announced in Budget 2018.  In 2018, €1m was provided for rail station acces-
sibility upgrades and this has been increased to €3m for 2019.  With this increase in funding it is 
envisaged that larger projects will be undertaken at railway stations including the installation of 
lifts and bridges to allow easy access “across track” platforms for wheelchair users.  There will 
also be a continued investment programme under the NDP to fund retro-fitting of older existing 
public transport facilities to enhance accessibility.  

I provided additional funding to Irish Rail last year, for the development of a dedicated 
“app” to support customers who have mobility or sensory impairments. The app will allow us-
ers to pre-book a journey that confirms that they will have assistance by a member of Irish Rail 
staff at their departure and arrival stations and provide them with support in an emergency.

I am advised that Irish Rail is taking a number of other measures to improve access for peo-
ple with disabilities to rail and DART services.  These include the company introducing a new 
improved Accessibility Policy.  This involves a new zonal system for the DART, Maynooth and 
Northern Commuter lines that is designed to provide better service and quicker response times 
to passengers who require assistance.  This policy divides the stations on these lines into zones, 
with each comprising one to four stations.  One station in each zone will always be manned and 
will provide support to other stations in that zone.  Full details are available on the Irish Rail 
website.  Following a successful pilot, Irish Rail has reduced the notice period for providing 
assistance to customers on the DART from 24 hours to 4 hours and has also rolled this out to 
the Maynooth and Northern Commuter lines.  The company hopes to reduce this notice period 
further.

Irish Rail is currently training Customer Service Officers (CSOs) for deployment on all 
inter-city routes, with all services planned to have a CSO in place by the end of 2019.  This will 
mean that all services with a CSO on board will be able to ensure ramp assistance is available.  
It is intended that this will eliminate the requirement for advance notice on all inter-city routes. 
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  Questions Nos. 42 to 44, inclusive, answered orally.

22/05/2019WRA02200Sport Ireland

22/05/2019WRA0230045. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on the anti-doping programme managed by Sport Ireland based on the testing results for 2018; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22070/19]

22/05/2019WRA02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I was very pleased 
to launch on 17th April last  Sport Ireland’s Anti-Doping Review for 2018, which sets out the 
testing results for 2018. It is the 19th such review and it provides a full and detailed account of 
the excellent work undertaken by Sport Ireland in its anti-doping programme.

Under the Sport Ireland Act 2015, Sport Ireland is the statutory body with responsibility for 
the development of sport in Ireland and a key function of Sport Ireland is to act as the national 
anti-doping organisation – or NADO in short – for Ireland. As Ireland’s NADO, Sport Ireland 
and its staff undertake a range of vitally important services in the fight against the use of il-
legal performance enhancing substances in sport.  I am happy to confirm to the Deputy that I 
have a very favourable view of the work done by Sport Ireland Anti-Doping  which provides 
assurance in the integrity of Irish sport at both national and international levels. I would like to 
highlight in that context that the anti-doping programme managed by Sport Ireland is highly 
respected internationally.

In relation to the outcomes for 2018, it is encouraging to note that there was just one anti-
doping rule violation recorded. It is in my view particularly important to see rising numbers 
engaging with Sport Ireland’s anti-doping education   programme, which clearly shows that the 
vast majority of the Irish Sporting Community has absolutely no tolerance for doping in sport 
and remains proactive and determined to defeat it. The Irish Government is equally determined 
in that objective.

Sport Ireland has been working very closely with their colleagues internationally to defend 
the interests of clean athletes and clean sport. The agency and its Chief Executive, John Treacy, 
have taken a leading role in seeking for a more robust global anti-doping regime, that is fit 
for purpose and applies the rules without fear or favour. Together with Mr Treacy, I attended 
the White House Round table Event on doping in sport last November, where we heard com-
pelling testimony from athletes themselves, and their calls for Governments to support their 
NADOs and athletes in the fight against doping in sport. I would like to assure Sport Ireland of 
the continued support of both Minister Griffin and me  in that regard.

  Questions Nos. 46 to 50, inclusive, answered orally.

22/05/2019WRA02600Road Traffic Legislation

22/05/2019WRA0270051. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
his officials have met with Dublin City Council and An Garda Síochána to address the issue of 
licensing horse-drawn carriages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22034/19]

22/05/2019WRA02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Firstly, I would like to 
thank the Deputy for raising this issue here today.  I know that the Deputy is very much aware of 
the issues surrounding this matter but for the consideration of the House, I would like to firstly 
outline some background to this issue.



22 May 2019

5

Part 19 of the Local Government Act 2001 provides a general power to a local authority to 
make bye-laws in relation to its own property or services or to regulate matters of local con-
cern.  It is under this Act that local authorities can choose to regulate horse-drawn carriages that 
operate for hire or reward.  Some local authorities develop bye-laws to licence horse-drawn 
carriages operating commercially. Through bye-laws, these local authorities set their own rules 
and stipulations to govern such operations. 

In February 2011, Dublin City Council or DCC took over responsibility for the licensing of 
horse-drawn carriage operators and drivers from the Garda Carriage Office. DCC made bye-
laws in the same year for the licensing of horse-drawn carriages. They made these bye-laws 
under the Local Government Act, 2001.   

As the Deputy will be aware, my Department has had sight of a material suggesting that 
DCC has no legal basis to make such bye-laws and indicating that such powers may instead still 
rest under the Dublin Carriage Acts 1853, 1854 and 1855 with the Dublin Metropolitan Police 
Commissioners, to whom the Gardaí are the successors.  

Since this older Dublin-specific legislation was not repealed, powers for licensing horse-
drawn carriages in Dublin still exist in statute.  This may mean that DCC may not be permitted 
to make bye-laws in this respect under the 2001 Act as bye-laws may not be made under that 
Act where powers exist elsewhere in legislation.  

The Deputy previously raised this issue here in the House. As a first step however, my 
Department sought legal advice.  Advice was very recently provided and an engagement with 
DCC and An Garda Síochána is on-going.  If it is the case that Victorian legislation needs to be 
repealed, this will be done and, as a result, DCC will be able to use the Local Government Act 
2001 to licence these horse-drawn carriages. Given the requirement for a period to prioritise 
Brexit-related legislative work over all other requests for legislative drafting, the Taxi Regula-
tion (Amendment) (Rickshaw) Bill 2018 was only very recently assigned to a Parliamentary 
Counsel so that work on developing the draft Bill can now commence in earnest. Subject to the 
outcome of the requested legal advice, it may be that that Bill will be the vehicle with which to 
repeal this Victorian legislation and, following publication, It is my clear intention to progress 
the Bill through the Houses without delay.

22/05/2019WRA02900Road Network

22/05/2019WRA0300052. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if consid-
eration will be given to funding for the extension of the M3 motorway to Cavan town and the 
east-west link which are needed in the north-east; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21796/19]

22/05/2019WRA03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Proposals to deliver 
an upgraded East-West route linking Dundalk to Sligo, taking in Cavan, involve linking ele-
ments of the national road network and regional roads along as direct a route as possible. Es-
sentially the route involves upgrade/realignment works on the regional routes from Dundalk to 
Cavan and on national routes from Cavan to Sligo. 

As regards the regional road aspect of the proposal which are the subject of this PQ, the 
improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads in its area is a statutory function of 
local authorities in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act, 1993.  Works 
on such roads are a matter for the relevant local authority to be funded from its own resources 
supplemented by State road grants.  



Questions - Written Answers

6

My Department provided funding to Cavan County Council (acting as lead authority with 
Monaghan and Louth County Councils) with over €2m in the period 2007-2014 to progress the 
regional road element of the project to preliminary design. 

This year I gave an allocation of €100,000 to Cavan County Council to enable the Council 
to undertake a detailed appraisal, in line with the current requirements in the Public Spending 
Code and the Capital Investment Framework, of the Cavan to Dundalk section of the route.  The 
aim of this appraisal would be to assess the extent to which the scheme or elements of it can be 
justified in terms of appraisal and advanced for further consideration in relation to schemes for 
development post 2021.  Preparation of the appraisal is the responsibility of the Council.

Regarding the reference by the Deputy to extending the M3 motorway to Cavan town, I 
would like to explain that, as Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for 
overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 
1993-2015, the planning, design, construction and operation  of individual national roads is a 
matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities con-
cerned. 

TII will of course work within the overall context of Project Ireland 2040. This encompasses 
the National Development Plan (NDP) which has been developed by Government to underpin 
the successful implementation of the new National Planning Framework (NPF).  This provides 
the strategic and financial framework for TII’s national roads programme for the period from 
2018 to 2027.  In the ten years covered by the plan, over €11 billion will be invested in the 
overall road network.  

I can advise that the continuation of the M3 motorway to Cavan Town it is not referred to in 
the pipeline of projects outlined in the National Development Plan (NDP). 

However, the N3 Virginia Bypass Scheme is included among the pre-appraisal/early plan-
ning pipeline of projects in the NDP This scheme has been identified as a Strategic Investment 
Priority in the National Planning Framework (NPF) and NDP. 

The proposed scheme will seek to remove the current inefficiencies of the existing road 
in terms of safety, capacity, and travel times. It is envisaged that it would also have a number 
of important benefits including:

- Support economic growth by increasing network capacity and reducing  travel times be-
tween Dublin and the Northwest;

- Improved Road Safety by reducing frequency and severity of collisions thereby contribut-
ing to the Road Safety Authority target of no more than 25 fatalities per million population by 
2020; 

- Environmental improvements in noise, air and water quality for Virginia Town and  Lough 
Ramor (proposed Natural Heritage Area);  

- Improved access to the National Road network for the towns of Ballyjamesduff and Bai-
lieborough.

The project pre-appraisal plan for the Virginia Bypass has been approved by the economic 
evaluation unit within my Department and TII has provided an allocation of €600k to Cavan 
County Council this year to progress planning and design work on the project.  Cavan County 
Council has advertised the tender competition for Technical Consultancy Services to progress 
the scheme through phases 1-4 of the Project Management Guidelines and expect to receive the 
tenders on 21st   May 2019.  
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This was scheduled to occur yesterday and my Department will receive an up-date on the 
outcome of that process in due course.

22/05/2019WRA03200Rail Network

22/05/2019WRA0330053. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
applied to the European Union to designate the Dublin to Rosslare railway line with Trans-
European Transport Network, TEN-T, core status; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21726/19]

22/05/2019WRA03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The TEN-T Core Net-
work is a subset of the Comprehensive Network and represents the strategically most important 
nodes and links of the trans-European transport networks. 

The Core TEN-T network on the Island of Ireland links the main urban centres of Belfast-
Dublin and Cork and encompasses the road, rail and other transport modes on this route. There 
is also an offshoot to  the Core Port  of Shannon Foynes. The Dublin - Rosslare Europort rail 
line links to Rosslare Harbour, a Harbour which is on the TEN-T Comprehensive Network but 
which doesn’t meet the threshold for TEN-T Core port status. I have not applied to the Euro-
pean Commission to designate the Dublin to Rosslare railway line as part of the Core Network.

EU Transport Commissioner, Violeta Bulc, wrote to Transport Ministers in February 2019 
announcing that the Commission is considering advancing the review of the TEN-T Network, 
which was due to take place no later than December 2023. My Department is giving due con-
sideration to this announcement and will very shortly make a formal submission to the Com-
mission requesting an early review of the TEN-T Network, as outlined in the Programme for 
a Partnership Government.  This submission will note that national developments since the 
TEN-T network was established should be taken into account during the review, including the 
National Development Plan, the National Planning Framework, and the implications of Brexit.

Separately, the Deputy will be aware that Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) co-funding 
is available to projects on both the comprehensive and the core parts of the TEN-T Network, 
subject to such projects satisfying the eligibility criteria of a given call for proposals, and being 
selected in the evaluation process.

The current CEF programme finishes at end 2020. A proposal for a new Regulation of 
the Connecting Europe Facility for the period 2021 –2027 was published by the European 
Commission in May 2018. Ireland has advocated at EU level for projects on our comprehensive 
network to continue to be eligible for co-funding during the period 2021 - 2027.

Ireland submitted written comments to the European Commission in conjunction with two 
other island Member States, Cyprus and Malta, calling for projects on the comprehensive net-
work in Member States which have no land border with another Member State to be included 
as eligible actions. This position was accepted by the Commission during negotiations, and as a 
result the latest text of the proposal retains this amendment. Subject to the proposed Regulation 
being adopted, this means that during the period 2021 – 2027, projects on Ireland’s comprehen-
sive TEN-T network, includingthe rail network, will be eligible to apply for CEF co-funding 
through relevant Calls for Proposals.

22/05/2019WRA03500Rail Services Data
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22/05/2019WRA0360054. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which rail facilities can be enhanced in the north County Kildare commuter belt with 
particular reference to the need to ensure the provision of extra rail carriages in compliance with 
health and safety regulations thereby eliminating the need to have passengers standing through-
out journeys at peak times; if extra trains can be provided to meet the demand in full; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22091/19]

22/05/2019WRA0370066. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on the need for increased rail capacity, including the provision of additional tracks to County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [22059/19]

22/05/2019WRA03800182. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which the passenger carrying capacity of all commuter trains serving the stations at 
Confey, Leixlip, Maynooth, Kilcock, Hazelhatch and Sallins, County Kildare can be augment-
ed to accommodate passengers now forced to stand for long periods throughout the journey 
with obvious health and safety implications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22255/19]

22/05/2019WRA03900183. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
degree to which extra trains can be laid on at peak times to facilitate commuters in the north 
County Kildare commuter belt; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22256/19]

22/05/2019WRA04000184. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of commuter trains serving north County Kildare deemed to be overcrowded on a daily 
basis; the extent to which it is expected to address this issue in the short-term; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22257/19]

22/05/2019WRA04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 54, 66 and 182 to 184, inclusive, together.

As the Deputies are aware and as I mentioned earlier this afternoon, Project Ireland 2040 
confirmed the DART Expansion Programme as a key investment priority to deliver a compre-
hensive public transport network over the next decade.  

As part of the DART Expansion Programme, it is intended that a DART service will be 
provided on the Maynooth line and Kildare line as far westwards as Maynooth and Celbridge 
respectively.  

The continued economic growth and increased employment levels have seen demand in-
crease across the rail network and particularly in the GDA.  Currently, with the existing rail fleet 
fully deployed at peak times, the National Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction with Irish 
Rail are examining options in the short, medium and longer term for additional train capacity to 
meet the increased commuter services demand across the network.

As well as the introduction of 10 minute DART schedules, we have already seen an expan-
sion of services through the Phoenix Park Tunnel and new services on the Maynooth, Kildare 
and Northern lines.

In the medium term, the challenge is to source additional rolling stock as efficiently and ef-
fectively as possible and ensuring value for money for the taxpayer in that regard.  Accordingly, 
the NTA and Irish Rail have been exploring two options:

1  The purchase or lease of second-hand fleet;

2  The purchase of additional carriages for the existing “ICR” commuter fleet.
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 In relation to second-hand fleet, the NTA recently advertised for expressions of interest 
and are considering the responses received. Of course there’s an added complication with that 
option given the different rail gauge we use in Ireland.  I expect a decision on which of the two 
medium term options will be pursued will be made  very shortly.

In the longer term, work on developing tender documentation and train specifications for 
the proposed bi-mode fleet of rail vehicles is progressing.  It is expected that the formal fleet 
acquisition tender process will be initiated in the next few weeks and that the fleet manufactur-
ing contract will be awarded in Quarter 2 of next year.

The enhancements to the heavy rail system provided for in the NTA’s ‘Transport Strategy 
for the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) 2016-2035’ will create an integrated rail network which will 
provide the core high-capacity transit system for the region and will deliver a very substantial 
increase in peak-hour capacity on all lines from Maynooth, Hazelhatch/Celbridge as well as 
Drogheda and Greystones.

I acknowledge the fact that at certain times of the day, some rail services are currently 
crowded due to the level of demand. Deputies can be assured that the safe operation of the rail 
network and services is the overriding priority at all times of both the company and of course 
the Commission for Railway Regulation which is the independent, statutory body charged with 
overseeing the safety of our rail network. 

22/05/2019WRA04200Railway Stations Upgrade

22/05/2019WRA0430055. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to the need for the provision of funding for necessary upgrade works of 
various facilities at Thomastown train station, County Kilkenny for rail commuters including 
the elderly and disabled with specific reference to appropriate facilities (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [21723/19]

22/05/2019WRA04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding of public 
transport;  the operation of the rail network and stations on the network, including any proposal 
for upgrading of the station referred to by the Deputy, is a matter for Iarnród Éireann in the first 
instance.

In view of Iarnród Éireann’s responsibility in these matter, I have referred the Deputy’s 
question to the company for direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive 
a reply within 10 working days.

22/05/2019WRA04500Sports Capital Programme

22/05/2019WRA0460056. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of timelines for sports capital grant allocations including the large scale sport infrastructure 
fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22058/19]

22/05/2019WRA04700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme closed for applications on 
Friday 19th October last.  By that deadline, a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking 
a total of €162m in funding.  

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
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of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January.  

Work has now been completed in assessing the new 2018 “equipment only” applications 
and allocations in respect of 466 equipment only applications were announced earlier this 
week. Full details are available on my Department’s website.

In relation to other applications, for the first time, applicants who have submitted incorrect 
documentation under this round are being given the opportunity to correct their application dur-
ing the assessment period. While there will be no undue delay in completing the assessment 
process, in view of the opportunity to correct documentation, the record number of applica-
tions received and the detailed information contained in each application, it is likely to take 
a number of months to have all applications assessed. Accordingly, I expect that it is likely to 
be September, at the earliest, before the full set of allocations under this current round of the 
programme are announced. 

The Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund opened for applications on 19th November 2018 
and the closing date for receipt of applications was 17th April 2019.  72 applications were re-
ceived in total and my officials are currently undertaking an initial assessment of them. Details 
of all applications have been published on the Department’s website.

In view of the detailed information contained in each LSSIF application, I am advised that it 
will take a number of months to have all of them assessed.  Accordingly, I expect that it will be 
towards the end of this year before allocations are announced. 

22/05/2019WRA04800Aviation Policy

22/05/2019WRA0490057. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the mea-
sures he is putting forward to address the increasing carbon emissions from the aviation sector 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21794/19]

22/05/2019WRA05000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The National Avia-
tion Policy commits Ireland to the development of a sustainable, resource-efficient aviation 
sector. The Policy recognises and supports actions relating to emissions and noise to mitigate 
the negative external impacts of aviation while facilitating the sustainable growth of the sector 
in support of business, tourism and air travel consumers.

In line with Resolutions of the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) on climate 
change, Ireland continues to coordinate an Action Plan for Aviation Emissions Reduction. An 
updated Action Plan has been completed and submitted to ICAO on May 10 and is now pub-
lished on my Department’s website.

The measures outlined in the Action Plan 2019-2023 at national level include ongoing pro-
grammes of fleet renewal by Irish registered airlines, moving to better fuel efficient engines and 
a range of air traffic management and airport operational improvements.

The Action Plan is the result of consultation across the range of aviation stakeholders and 
details actions by them, both at supra-national and national level, designed to mitigate the im-
pact of aviation on climate.

Carbon (CO2) emissions from aviation have been included in the EU emissions trading sys-
tem (EU ETS) since 2012. Directive 2003/87/EC as amended, requires all airlines operating in 



22 May 2019

11

Europe, to record emissions (calculated on the basis of measuring fuel consumed), report and 
verify their emissions, and to surrender allowances against those emissions. The number of al-
lowances is capped requiring airlines to either reduce emissions or purchase emissions credits. 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is designated the competent authority for admin-
istering the EU ETS scheme in respect of aircraft operators in Ireland.

At its 39th Assembly in 2016 ICAO agreed to implement a Global Market Based Measure in 
the form of the Carbon Offsetting and Reduction Scheme for International Aviation (CORSIA) 
to address any annual increase in total CO2 emissions from international civil aviation above 
the 2020 levels. It is the first such scheme agreed at international level for any industrial sector.

The scheme is designed to allow aircraft operators offset emissions through the purchase of 
credits from verified environmental projects in areas outside of aviation. The scheme will be 
implemented in pilot, voluntary and mandatory phases to 2035 – Ireland is taking part in the 
voluntary pilot phase from 2021 alongside the other 43 members of the European Civil Aviation 
Conference (ECAC). The EU Commission is in the process of adopting various provisions for 
the appropriate monitoring, reporting and verification of emissions for the purpose of imple-
menting CORSIA.

My Department is working closely with the Department of Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment and the EPA on the implementation of CORSIA at national level. The 
EPA is actively engaging with airlines on the reporting requirements for both EU-ETS and 
CORSIA.

22/05/2019WRA05100Bus Services

22/05/2019WRA0520058. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the role of 
his Department in the evolution of the BusConnects project being led by the NTA; and if he has 
recently met with the NTA in relation to the project. [22092/19]

22/05/2019WRA05300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Deputy is aware 
of the statutory framework established by the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008 (as amend-
ed) in relation to strategic transport planning and transport infrastructure delivery within the 
Greater Dublin Area.

This framework established what is now known as the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
and gave it a number of important statutory responsibilities.

One of those important statutory responsibilities is the development of a transport strategy 
for the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) as provided for by section 12 of the Act. 

The objective of the strategy is to provide a long-term strategic planning framework for the 
integrated development of transport infrastructure and services in the GDA. It also provides a 
clear statement of transport planning policy for the GDA, around which other agencies involved 
in land use planning, environmental protection, and delivery of other infrastructure such as 
housing, water and power, can align their own investment priorities.  It is an essential compo-
nent, along with investment programmes in other sectors, for the orderly development of the 
GDA over the next 20 years.

In developing that strategy the Act requires the NTA to have regard to relevant national 
level transport policies as would be developed by my Department and approved by Government 
where relevant. 



Questions - Written Answers

12

Of those national level transport policies for example, the Deputy is aware of Smarter Travel 
– A Sustainable Transport Future, which committed to a major overhaul of bus services, such as 
that proposed by BusConnects.

The Act requires the NTA to consult with a wide range of stakeholders during the develop-
ment of the strategy, including the Joint Oireachtas Committee.

The Act also requires that the NTA submit a draft of its transport strategy to the Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport for his or her approval. 

The Strategy put forward a strategic level approach toward delivering an efficient, reliable 
and effective bus system for the GDA and set out high-level principles with regard to develop-
ment of a core bus network of 16 radial corridors and the development of a number of orbital 
corridors also.

In February 2016 the then Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport approved the draft 
Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 2016 to 2035 and since that time the NTA has 
sought to begin delivery of the Strategy and its ambitious programme of investment.

It is the statutory responsibility of the NTA to provide public transport infrastructure and 
services in Dublin and their development of the BusConnects at a project level reflects that re-
sponsibility and fits within the statutory framework described above. 

My Department regularly meets with the NTA to discuss relevant issues, including in rela-
tion to the delivery of BusConnects. 

As Minister I am of course kept informed by my Department as required and have also met 
with the NTA to be specifically briefed on certain issues as I deem appropriate. The most recent 
meeting I held with the NTA in relation to BusConnects was prior to the launch of the public 
consultations on the development of the new bus corridors. 

22/05/2019WRB00200Tourism Policy

22/05/2019WRB0030059. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
degree to which he remains satisfied that tourist facilities continue to be evenly spread nation-
ally with a view to ensuring tourist related jobs throughout the regions; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22090/19]

22/05/2019WRB00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): My Department is primarily involved in the development of national tourism 
policy, while the tourism agencies have responsibility for the implementation of this policy.  
With regard to the various regions, Fáilte Ireland develops and promotes their tourism potential 
in line with the relevant tourism experience brands – namely Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands, Ire-
land’s Ancient East, the Wild Atlantic Way and the Dublin brand – which are designed to boost 
tourism and drive visitor growth throughout the country, with consequential benefits for the 
local economy and jobs right across Ireland.

With specific regard to tourism facilities, Fáilte Ireland provides targeted capital investment 
in attractions and other tourism infrastructure throughout the regions, consistent with the objec-
tives of Project Ireland 2040 and from funding provided under the National Development Plan 
(NDP) to help support and grow tourism in rural communities in line with the regional tourism 
experience brands.  Priority areas for tourism capital investment, as identified under the NDP, 
include the development and enhancement of tourist attractions and activity-based tourism to 
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provide the type and quality of experience that visitors are seeking.

This capital investment is further supported by Fáilte Ireland current investment in comple-
mentary programme supports – including festivals and events, business supports and training 
– aimed at enhancing, animating and promoting the regional tourism experience brands.

I am satisfied that the efforts outlined above, assisted by supportive Government policies 
and strong annual Exchequer investment in the sector through the tourism agencies, are deliv-
ering on our core tourism objectives throughout the regions.  In this regard, the Deputy will be 
pleased to note the latest Fáilte Ireland estimates for tourism employment, which indicate that 
tourism now supports c. 260,000 vital jobs in communities around the country and provides 
much needed revenue for local businesses.  

22/05/2019WRB00500Ports Development

22/05/2019WRB0060060. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps he 
has taken to ensure that cruise ships will have sufficient docking space within Dublin from 2021 
onwards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21996/19]

22/05/2019WRB00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Dublin Port is cur-
rently undertaking an ambitious capital infrastructure development programme in the Alex-
ander Basin to facilitate larger sized vessels and provide additional cargo handling capacity 
to cater for our growing economy. While this project is on-going I am keen to help mitigate 
any adverse impacts on the tourism industry, including cruise tourism.  With these concerns in 
mind, I met with Dublin Port in March. The Company outlined to me its capital development 
plans and rationale for prioritisation in the context of Brexit, as well as the specifics with regard 
to cruise berths.  

At this meeting it was explained that as part of the ABR Project, Alexandra Quay West will 
be under construction for at least two years from 2021 to 2023. Given the space constraints, 
cruise berths will be limited for a three year period from 2021 to allow the necessary construc-
tion work to take place. During this period freight ships that normally berth there will have to 
relocate to Ocean Pier West, the berth on which large cruise ships are currently handled.  

Dublin Port Company have assured me that it will operate a full cruise volume in 2019 and 
2020 but while cruise calls will be facilitated from 2021 to 2023, they will be limited to circa 
80 ships per annum. When the work is completed at Alexandra Quay West cruise volumes are 
expected to revert towards 150 for years 2024/2025.

The Company has already secured planning permission to construct new berths for cruise 
ships on the North Wall Quay Extension. The cost benefit analysis currently underway in re-
spect of these additional berths (due for publication later this year) will form a solid basis for 
discussion on how this vision can be brought to fruition.

Through my wider stakeholder engagements, I have encouraged port and cruise indus-
try stakeholders to take maximum advantage of other options available during the period of 
construction at Dublin port, when a reduced number of berths will be available for cruise 
calls.  While Dublin Port is important in attracting cruise liners to Ireland through Dublin, other 
benefits can accrue to other ports around our coast.

In the meantime, Cobh continues as a dedicated cruise berth and will remain so post-Brexit.  
I also welcome the fact that the Port of Cork is working with Belfast Harbour to see if they can 
take some of the additional business that may be lost as a result of Dublin Port’s infrastruc-
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tural works. In addition, Fáilte Ireland continues to support the development and promotion of 
the cruise tourism sector.

22/05/2019WRB00800Light Rail Projects Provision

22/05/2019WRB0090061. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to undertake a feasibility study for light rail in Galway in view of climate mitigation 
commitments and the proposed development of Galway city pursuant to the national planning 
framework; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22094/19]

22/05/2019WRB01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): A transport strategy 
for Galway City was prepared by the National Transport Authority (NTA) in partnership with 
Galway City Council and Galway County Council in 2016.  Development of the Galway Trans-
port Strategy was informed by wide-ranging public consultation process a the time.

The strategy set out an overall framework for the development of transport infrastructure 
and services in Galway City and its environs over a twenty year period. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

22/05/2019WRB01100Climate Change Adaptation Plans

22/05/2019WRB0120062. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
measures he plans to take to increase the use of public transport in view of the declaration of a 
climate emergency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22064/19]

22/05/2019WRB01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, last year Government launched Project Ireland 2040 which sets out both the planned 
spatial development and investment framework for the coming years.  Project Ireland 2040 
recognises the need to put in place environmentally sustainable public transport systems in 
order to secure Ireland’s climate action goals. 

The Deputy will acknowledge that there are short, medium and longer term responses to the 
issue of increasing public transport usage.

In the short term, this Government has increased the funding available to support both cur-
rent and capital expenditure across both public transport and active travel.

That increased funding supports – 

- An expanding PSO bus fleet for urban and for regional PSO routes;

- The move away from diesel-only buses in the urban PSO bus fleet;

- Improved and increased PSO bus services across the country;

- Expanded Local Link services for more rural areas;

- Increased maintenance and renewal of the heavy rail network resulting in an improved 
passenger experience; 
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- Expanded off-peak services on the GDA rail network; and

- Construction of a number of important cycling projects in the major cities.

In the medium term, Government has committed to major investments in improving the 
efficiency and effectiveness of the public transport network and services.  These investments 
reflect the needs which have been identified by my Department and its various agencies, during 
the development of Project Ireland 2040.  The investment committed to within Project Ireland 
2040, will result in the delivery of a number of significant projects and programmes over the 
next 10 years, such as – 

- BusConnects, including the development of cycling infrastructure in all major cities;

- MetroLink; 

- DART Expansion across the GDA;

- Additional rail fleet; and

- Strategic cycling networks in the major cities.

Those projects and programmes will be complemented by other planned investments, such 
as the development of a new National Train Control Centre, the completion of the City Centre 
Rail Resignalling Project and continued planning and design of potential extensions to the ex-
isting Luas network.

In the longer term, there are transport strategies in place for both the Greater Dublin Area 
and Galway, while a draft Cork Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy was published for public 
consultation last week. Transport Strategies for both Limerick and Waterford will be developed 
this year and all of these strategies provide a 20-year horizon to the transport needs of their 
respective areas and will inform my  consideration of funding requirements for public transport 
over the longer term.

22/05/2019WRB01400Sports Capital Programme

22/05/2019WRB0150063. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
assessed the impact the removal of State funding to an organisation (details supplied) has had 
on grassroots football; his views on whether the organisation will become insolvent as a result 
of the continued removal of funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22096/19]

22/05/2019WRB01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): In response to ad-
mission by the President of the organisation in question that it had been in breach of grant 
conditions in 2017, the Board of Sport Ireland decided to withhold and suspend funding to that 
organisation until a comprehensive explanation of all financial transactions was provided and 
until governance issues identified were also addressed.  Subsequently, Minister of State Griffin 
and I decided to suspend all payments to that organisation under the Sports Capital Programme 
which is administered by my Department.

The decisions taken by Minister Griffin and I, and by the Board of Sport Ireland were not 
taken lightly, and considered the potential impact to programmes and projects, and to the run-
ning of the organisation.

I am satisfied that this suspension of funding will not have any short term impact on the valu-
able programmes delivered by the organisation concerned. The association has already received 
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50% of its Sport Ireland funding for 2019 which will ensure the good work on the ground can 
continue for now. The next tranche of funding is due in September, giving the organisation time 
to put its affairs in order. Sport Ireland have offered the organisation non-financial assistance 
and guidance with the tasks ahead. Similarly, the potential outstanding drawdown amounts for 
the organisation under the Sports Capital Programme are modest in scale and not significant 
enough to impact on the organisation’s overall financial situation. It is important to recognise 
that State funding to this organisation is a small proportion of its total income and that the or-
ganisation has significant commercial revenues. 

I am glad that the organisation and its Board are now engaging constructively with Sport 
Ireland to address the serious issues which have occurred. I would encourage them to continue 
their efforts to rebuild trust, so that funding can be restored. The Board of Sport Ireland will 
keep this matter under constant review and provide regular updates to Minister Griffin and me 
on progress. When all necessary steps have been taken, we will consider reinstatement of fund-
ing.

22/05/2019WRB01700Bus Services

22/05/2019WRB0180064. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps he 
will take to ensure that fossil fuel natural gas will not be considered as a future potential fuel 
source in the national bus fleet in view of the recognition by Dáil Éireann that the world is fac-
ing a climate emergency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21795/19]

22/05/2019WRB01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy will be 
aware, under Project Ireland 2040 Ireland has committed to no longer purchasing diesel-only 
buses for the urban public bus fleet from July 2019.  In preparation for both this immediate 
transition and the development of longer-term low-carbon bus procurement strategy, my De-
partment, together with the National Transport Authority, Dublin Bus and Bus Éireann, is giv-
ing a great deal of consideration to these matters and has undertaken a comprehensive series of 
low-emission bus trials which are expected to conclude in the coming weeks. 

Among the wide range of low-emission alternatives considered in these bus trials, was 
the testing of two compressed natural gas/biogas buses (single- and double-deck) using PEMS 
(Portable Emissions Measurements Systems) technology to assess emissions of CO2 and air 
pollutants such as NOx, amongst other test criteria. The Deputy rightly notes that compressed 
natural gas is a fossil fuel; accordingly, natural gas is only being considered as a pathway to-
wards incorporating renewable biogas, or biomethane, into the transport fuel mix.

Biomethane use can significantly reduce pollutant emissions compared to diesel powered 
engines and can dramatically reduce carbon emissions by capturing energy from Ireland’s food 
and biological wastes and residues. The anaerobic digestion industry, which produces biometh-
ane, is also a developing indigenous industry which could support a synergistic circular econ-
omy between the transport and agricultural sectors, while improving national fuel security and 
contributing towards 2030 sectoral targets under the Renewable Energy Directive.

In addition, the Clean Vehicles Directive, which legislates for public procurement at Euro-
pean level and will include within its scope the purchase of public urban buses, has undergone 
recent revision and is shortly expected to enter into force.  Noting the role of the Directive in 
relation to bus fleet transition, the Deputy may be interested to learn that post-2025 over half of 
Ireland’s urban bus procurements will be required to deploy zero-emission fuels or technolo-
gies.  Noting this requirement, the pending findings from the Low Emission Bus Trials, and ad-
ditional research and market information, considerable deliberation is required to determine the 



22 May 2019

17

future direction of bus procurement in the short and medium term. It would be premature to rule 
in favour or against any particular alternative fuel or technology in advance of these delibera-
tions.

22/05/2019WRB02000Rail Services

22/05/2019WRB0210065. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the position regarding the lack of capacity, both carriage and service, on the Galway to Dublin 
rail line, particularly as it affects commuters on the Oranmore to Galway service; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21727/19]

22/05/2019WRB02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding of public transport.  
The operation of and provision of service on the rail network is a matter for Iarnród Éireann 
in the first instance who, in consultation with the National Transport Authority, are currently 
examining how best to source additional rolling stock as efficiently and effectively as possible 
and ensuring value for money for the taxpayer in that regard.

In view of Iarnród Éireann’s responsibility in these matter, I have referred the Deputy’s 
question to the company for direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive 
a reply within  10 working days.

Question No. 66 answered with Question No. 54.

22/05/2019WRB02400Brexit Issues

22/05/2019WRB0250067. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
regarding the possible impact of Brexit on the tourism sector; his further views on whether the 
tourism industry is Brexit ready; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22069/19]

22/05/2019WRB02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Brexit poses signifi-
cant challenges to the tourism sector. In the short term the immediate impact has been the drop 
in value of sterling and from a tourism perspective Ireland has become a more expensive desti-
nation for UK visitors as a result. 

Since the referendum the Government has had a clear focus on our overall priorities and 
these are mirrored in the tourism sector. These priorities have included protecting the peace 
process, no hard border, maintenance of the Common Travel Area, maintenance of existing 
aviation traffic rights and an effective transitional agreement leading to the closest possible 
trading relationship with the UK.

The Government has allocated almost €8 million in additional funding to the tourism agen-
cies this year specifically to respond to the impact of Brexit. Tourism Ireland have put in place 
a programme of marketing activity, post-Brexit research, and stakeholder information to ensure 
that potential visitors in relevant markets fully appreciate that it is “business as usual” for Ire-
land and the Irish tourism industry. Tourism Ireland have also put in place a Tourism Taskforce 
on Brexit which has met regularly to maintain liaison with the British, European and UK In-
bound trade and with the UK Tourism Alliance. 

Fáilte Ireland are investing €5 million this year to support the tourism enterprises to respond 
to the impact of Brexit.  The ‘Get Brexit Ready’ programme is helping businesses to assess 
the risk and respond to changes and will also assist the sector in diversifying into other mar-
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kets. Fáilte Ireland’s work is focusing primarily on border counties and the South East region 
which have been most adversely affected by the drop in the value of sterling. 

As part of its Brexit preparations, Tourism Ireland commissioned a wide-ranging review of 
the British market, independently chaired and led by a steering group of key representatives of 
the Irish and UK-based tourism industry. Minister Griffin will launch the new strategy in the 
coming weeks and this will provide a blueprint for future activity in this important market.

22/05/2019WRB02700Climate Change Adaptation Plans

22/05/2019WRB0280068. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his goals and 
targets on an annual basis to decarbonise the transport sector further to the fact that a climate 
emergency has been declared; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21725/19]

22/05/2019WRB02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I strongly support the 
recognition of the scale and urgency of the climate change challenge Ireland is facing by the 
declaration of a Climate and Biodiversity Emergency.  The transport sector, accounting for a 
fifth of national greenhouse gas emissions, undoubtedly has a key role to play in the societal 
and economic transformation required to tackle this challenge and the sector expects to fully 
decarbonise. 

We have committed unprecedented investment of €30 billion in climate mitigation and ad-
aptation measures under Project Ireland 2040, including €8.6 billion specifically for sustainable 
transport. Notably, we have firmly established a target of 500,000 electric vehicles on the road 
by 2030 as well as committing to no longer buying diesel-only urban buses from July this year. 

A new All of Government Plan to Tackle Climate Disruption which will bring a required 
step-change in our national climate ambition over the next decade and beyond is in preparation.  
My Department has worked closely with that of Minister Bruton in the development of the Plan 
to guarantee that the transport elements contribute meaningfully to the national emission reduc-
tion efforts.  We intend that the Plan will have a strong focus on action, deliverables and defined 
timeframes setting out the time-bound targets and goals the Deputy is seeking. 

Of course this Plan will build on the important and successful work currently underway 
to decarbonise transport.  The Low Emitting Vehicle Taskforce has made a series of recom-
mendations that have been adopted by Government establishing a suite of continued and new 
supports for electric vehicles and I am delighted that Ireland now has over 10,000 electric cars 
on the road. Together with the significant investment in public and active travel I have secured, 
I expect to see transport emissions contract again as these key technological and behavioural 
changes occur in the years to come.  I was pleased to see that the most recent EPA emissions 
inventory recorded a fall in transport emissions in 2017.

22/05/2019WRB03000Football Association of Ireland

22/05/2019WRB0310069. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on whether an organisation (details supplied) is in a precarious financial situation with approxi-
mately 200 jobs at risk; his plans to take control of the situation and resolve same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22066/19]

22/05/2019WRB03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I am aware of the 
recent reports concerning the financial situation of the organisation in question.  At the outset, I 
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wish to highlight that the organisation concerned and other recognised National Governing 
Bodies of sport are responsible for their own governance procedures and competition rules for 
their sports. They are also responsible for employer/employee relations and it would not be ap-
propriate for me as Minister to intervene in such matters.

In response to admission by the President of the organisation in question that it had been in 
breach of grant conditions in 2017, the Board of Sport Ireland decided to withhold and suspend 
funding to that organisation until a comprehensive explanation of all financial transactions was 
provided and until governance issues identified were also addressed. Subsequently, Minister of 
State Griffin and I decided to suspend all payments to that organisation under the Sports Capital 
Programme which is administered by my Department.

The decisions taken by Minister Griffin and I, and by the Board of Sport Ireland were not 
taken lightly, and considered the potential impact to programmes and projects, and to the run-
ning of the organisation.

I am satisfied that this suspension of funding will not have any short term impact on the 
valuable programmes delivered by the organisation concerned. The association has already re-
ceived 50% of its Sport Ireland funding for 2019 which will ensure the good work on the ground 
can continue for now. The next tranche of funding is due in September, giving the organisation 
some time to put its affairs in order. Sport Ireland have offered the organisation non-financial 
assistance and guidance with the tasks ahead. Similarly, the potential outstanding drawdown 
amounts for the organisation under the Sports Capital Programme are modest in scale and not 
significant enough to impact on the organisation’s overall financial situation. It is important to 
recognise that State funding to this organisation is a small proportion of its total income and that 
the organisation has significant commercial revenues. 

I am glad that the organisation and its Board are now engaging constructively with Sport 
Ireland to address the serious issues which have occurred. I would encourage them to continue 
their efforts to rebuild trust, so that funding can be restored. The Board of Sport Ireland will 
keep this matter under constant review and provide regular updates to Minister Griffin and me 
on progress. When all necessary steps have been taken, we will consider reinstatement of fund-
ing.

22/05/2019WRB03300Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement Investigations

22/05/2019WRB0340070. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
the ongoing investigation into the management practices at an organisation (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22033/19]

22/05/2019WRB03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy will be 
aware, there are a number of reviews ongoing into the organisation concerned at present.

The Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement is continuing to investigate matters of 
concern in the organisation. The nature of these investigations is confidential.

On 10 May 2019 Sport Ireland announced that it had appointed KOSI auditors, including a 
forensic auditor, to carry out an extensive independent audit of the organisation.  

Sport Ireland and the organisation have jointly established a Governance Review Group 
chaired by an indepdendent governance expert.  The Group will review the existing governance 
arrangements and consider and propose a governance framework for the organisation which 
will support the Board and the organisation in achieving and observing good governance prac-
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tice.  The group will report to both Sport Ireland and the Board of the organisation concerned.  
The Board will in turn liaise with the relevant international federation to ensure any proposed 
changes are in line with its policy and practice on governance.  

As part of the Governance Review process, both Minister of State Brendan Griffin and I 
will convene a football stakeholder forum later this month.  The output from the Forum will be 
considered by the Governance Review Group.

22/05/2019WRB03600Road Improvement Schemes

22/05/2019WRB0370071. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the NTA 
has been in discussions with South Dublin County Council regarding the provision of a grade 
segregated intersection at the junction of Kennelsfort Road and the N4, Palmerstown, Dub-
lin 20; if so, the outcome of those discussions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21724/19]

22/05/2019WRB03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I would like to ex-
plain that this section of the “old N4” is now classified as a regional road (the R148) and that the 
improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each 
local authority, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  

As regards funding, roadworks on regional and local roads are funded from each local au-
thority’s own resources supplemented by State road grants, where applicable. Arising from the 
arrangements in place in relation to Local Property Tax receipts, the four Dublin Councils are 
largely self-funding for works on regional and local roads since 2015 and my Department no 
longer provides grants to these Councils under the main road grant categories.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory 
responsibility for the planning and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater 
Dublin Area, and also has responsibilities in respect of traffic management.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

22/05/2019WRB03900Homeless World Cup

22/05/2019WRB0400072. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
the bid by an organisation (details supplied) will be supported to host the Homeless World Cup 
2021 to 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22035/19]

22/05/2019WRB04100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The hosting of international sports events, both participative and spectator sports, 
can provide a positive showcase for Ireland and help attract additional international visitors.  
Accordingly, I am very supportive of the on-going efforts of the tourism agencies and the 
national governing bodies (NGBs) of sport to attract international events.  Of course, any pro-
posal to support the hosting of an event must be subject to an assessment of the costs/benefits 
involved in any State financial support. 

Generally speaking, from a tourism perspective, subject to their assessment, Fáilte Ireland 
could consider providing funding and other supports to assist the bid stage.  From a sporting 
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perspective, any potential Sport Ireland funding would be channelled through the relevant NGB 
– which, in this instance, is the Football Association of Ireland – and would relate to the hosting 
of the event following a successful bid (rather than for the bid itself).

With regard to the specific event mentioned by the Deputy, I have asked Fáilte Ireland to 
provide her with further information on any potential tourism-related bid supports.  Please con-
tact my private office if you have not received a reply within ten working days.

22/05/2019WRB04200Project Ireland 2040

22/05/2019WRB0430073. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the major 
public transport projects under construction or that are in the planning and-or rail order process. 
[22093/19]

22/05/2019WRB04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Information regard-
ing the current status of Project Ireland 2040 programmes and projects is available on the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform’s online “Investment Projects and Programmes 
Tracker” at: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/6db7c4-investment-projects-and-programmes-tracker/.

22/05/2019WRB04500Rail Services Staff

22/05/2019WRB0460074. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to further reduce the hours of staffing at Donabate train station; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [22067/19]

22/05/2019WRB04700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport. However, I am not involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport.

The issue raised is an operational matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the 
Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not 
receive a response within ten working days.

22/05/2019WRB04800Bus Services

22/05/2019WRB0490075. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that the service provided by a company (details sup-
plied) in south County Dublin has seriously deteriorated since its takeover from Dublin Bus; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22065/19]

22/05/2019WRB05000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport. However, I am not involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport.

The issue raised is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forward-
ed the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do 
not receive a reply within ten working days.
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22/05/2019WRB05100Climate Change Adaptation Plans

22/05/2019WRB0520076. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his poli-
cies in relation to reducing the transport carbon footprint of public transport; the discussions 
he has had with the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and the Environment in this 
regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22063/19]

22/05/2019WRB05300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): It is estimated that 
public transport (bus, rail, taxi) accounts for a little over 1% of Ireland’s overall non-ETS car-
bon emissions, and less that one-twentieth of the emissions from the transport sector.  Accord-
ingly, converting our public transport fleets to lower-carbon alternatives will have a limited, 
though positive, impact on reducing national CO2 emissions.  That said, I am convinced that 
moving to low-emission alternatives for public transport is important so as to promote and nor-
malise the use of non-conventional lower emitting fuels and technologies to the general public. 
So, in order to show leadership in this area, we have a comprehensive programme of work un-
derway to reduce the sector’s carbon footprint.

Also, improving public and active transport services and infrastructure is a key priority if 
Ireland is to cater in an environmentally sustainable way, for increasing travel demand and to 
provide a meaningful alternative to the private car.  Under Project Ireland 2040, €8.6 billion 
in investment has been committed to public and active transport.  Major sustainable transport 
projects planned include the BusConnects Programme, investment in the DART Expansion 
Programme, and the MetroLink, as well as a multi-annual urban cycling and walking infrastruc-
ture investment of over €110 million in our main cities.

It is clear that prioritising investment in our public transport network is working - during 
the reporting period of 2017 alone, an additional 16 million public transport passenger journeys 
were made in Ireland while the number of walking and cycling trips also increased dramati-
cally, particularly within the Greater Dublin Area.  To ensure that the carbon footprint of this 
significant modal shift is minimised it is critical that our public transport fleets continue to im-
prove in energy and emission efficiencies.

In the urban bus fleet, a clear trajectory to low emission buses has been outlined.  We are 
committed in Project Ireland 2040 to no longer purchase diesel-only buses for the urban public 
bus fleet from this July.  In preparation for both this immediate transition and the develop-
ment of a longer-term low-carbon bus procurement strategy, my Department, together with the 
National Transport Authority, Dublin Bus and Bus Éireann, has undertaken a comprehensive 
series of low-emission bus trials which are expected to conclude in the coming weeks.  Under 
the BusConnects Programme it is expected that approximately half of the public urban bus fleet 
will have moved to lower emitting alternatives by 2023 with full conversion by 2030. 

It is equally important to consider the potential contribution of electrified rail to the de-
carbonisation objective.  An estimated €2 billion is earmarked for investment in the DART 
Expansion Programme which will create a full metropolitan area DART network for Dublin 
and high-frequency electrified services to Drogheda, Celbridge/Hazelhatch, Maynooth and M3 
Parkway, as well as new interchange stations with bus, LUAS and Metro networks.  We also 
expect to accept delivery of our first new diesel-electric trains in 2022, which will enable the 
enlargement of the rail fleet by approximately some 300 new rail carriages.  These major rail 
projects will help supplement the range of viable low carbon alternatives to private passenger 
car travel and positively impact our sectoral emissions profile.

In relation to the taxi, hackney and limousine sector, it is clear that electrification presents an 
achievable pathway towards decarbonisation.  To this end, I established the Electric Small Pub-
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lic Service Vehicle Grant Scheme in 2018, providing purchase reliefs of up to €7,000 for battery 
electric vehicles and up to €3,500 for plug-in hybrid electric vehicles, in addition to the range of 
other incentives supporting electric vehicles.  I have allocated €500,000 from my Department’s 
Green Public Transport Fund in support of this initiative further into 2019.

I have, of course, met with Minister Bruton to discuss decarbonising the transport sector as 
we work to prepare the forthcoming new All-of-Government Plan to Tackle Climate Disruption.

22/05/2019WRB05400Rail Network

22/05/2019WRB0550077. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if consider-
ation will be given to funding for the re-establishment of the rail line from Dublin to Kingscourt, 
County Cavan; the status of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21797/19]

22/05/2019WRB05600176. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if discus-
sions have taken place on providing funding for the extension of the railway line from Navan 
to Kingscourt; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17897/19]

22/05/2019WRB05700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 77 and 176 together.

Project Ireland 2040 states that the priority funding objective in relation to mainline rail is 
the maintenance and renewal of the existing network so that it continues to provide a safe and 
reliable infrastructure that enables the provision of quality rail services for passengers across 
the country.  

As the Deputy is aware, the funding I have secured under Project Ireland 2040 means that 
we are in a position to provide the steady state level of funding required through a significant 
and recurring capital investment of around €200 million from the taxpayer every year.

Another of the commitments contained within Project Ireland 2040 is to continue to keep 
under review the potential extension of the existing M3/Parkway Line northwards to Navan.  
The next review of the Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area must be completed by 
2021 and that review will reconsider the population and commuting forecasts in order to deter-
mine whether any revised Strategy might include such an extension.

Currently the Kingscourt area is served by bus based public transport and I note that the 
Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area categorises the M3/N2 route as a core regional 
bus network and the area will therefore benefit from the planned improvements along that cor-
ridor under Project Ireland 2040.

I can therefore confirm to the Deputy that there is no funding allocated under Project Ireland 
2040 for the disused Kingscourt rail line.

22/05/2019WRB05800Taxi Data

22/05/2019WRB0590078. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of rural taxis that will be funded under the proposed rural taxi scheme. [21997/19]

22/05/2019WRB06000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport.
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Under the Taxi Regulation Act 2013, the National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory 
responsibility for the regulation of the small public service vehicle sector. It also has national 
responsibility for integrated local and rural transport, including management of Local Link. The 
NTA is also responsible for the running of the recently announced pilot schemes relating to the 
Local Area Hackney Scheme and the Community Transport Service.

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have referred your question to the NTA 
for direct reply to you. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days.

22/05/2019WRB06100Road Traffic Legislation

22/05/2019WRB0620079. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the en-
gagements he has had with the Minister for Justice and Equality regarding the matter of legislat-
ing or regulating the reckless operation of scrambler and quad bikes; and when legislation will 
be published to deal with the matter. [22051/19]

22/05/2019WRB06300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Deputy Munster 
will be aware, Deputies Curran and Lahart have introduced a Private Members Bill entitled 
Road Traffic (All Terrain and Scrambler Motor-cycle) (Amendment) Bill 2019. As I stated in 
that debate, in 2018 a group was established under the co-ordination of the Department of Jus-
tice and Equality to examine it. Membership includes the Departments of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport and Housing, Planning and Local Government as well as An Garda Síochána and 
other stakeholders. 

A great deal of consideration has been given to whether there are any deficiencies in the law. 
However, the laws clearly exist both to punish offenders and to detain the vehicles where neces-
sary. The real difficulty is with intercepting these vehicles while they are being used in a dan-
gerous way around members of the public. As I believe the Deputy will appreciate, any attempt 
to stop these vehicles in an area where members of the public are present could put innocent 
bystanders, as well as the riders of the vehicles, at risk.  As the Deputy may also be aware, dur-
ing the course of that debate I indicated that I would be willing to engage with Deputies Curran 
and Lahart and other Deputies who may have a particular interest in this issue to see if we can 
identify improvements that can be made to legislation.

22/05/2019WRB06350Cabinet Committees

22/05/2019WRB0640080. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Taoiseach the number of Cabinet committees that 
exist; the areas they cover; and the dates each committee has met in 2019.  [22208/19]

22/05/2019WRB06500The Taoiseach: The Government has established seven Cabinet Committees. 

Cabinet Committee A covers issues relating to the Economy. This includes jobs, the la-
bour market, competitiveness, productivity, the Action Plan on Rural Development, the digital 
economy, and pensions.

Cabinet Committee B covers Social Policy and Public Services including education, chil-
dren, social inclusion, Irish language, arts and culture, and continued improvements and reform 
of public services.

Cabinet Committee C covers EU and international issues including Brexit.
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Cabinet Committee D works to ensure a co-ordinated approach in the areas of infrastructure 
investment and delivery, housing and climate action.

Cabinet Committee E covers issues relating to health including delivery of health service 
reforms.

Cabinet Committee F works to keep the State’s systems for the analysis of, preparation for, 
and response to, threats to national security under review and provides high-level coordination 
between relevant Departments and agencies on related matters.

Cabinet Committee G provides political oversight of developments in relation to justice and 
equality issues, including implementation of the Government’s programme of reform for the 
justice sector.

I have chaired three Cabinet Committee meetings in 2019.  Cabinet Committee D met on 
31 January, Committee B on 21 February and Committee F on 1 April. Cabinet Committee D is 
scheduled to meet again on 27 May and Cabinet Committee G is due to meet on 10 June. 

In addition to meetings of Cabinet Committees, I often meet with Ministers on an individual 
basis to focus on particular issues, which are also regularly discussed at full Government meet-
ings. 

22/05/2019WRC00200Garda Vetting of Personnel

22/05/2019WRC0030081. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if civilian per-
sonnel under the aegis of his Department are checked and security vetted by the Garda Central 
Vetting Unit prior to being assigned to working there both as new entrants and transferring in 
from other areas of the Civil Service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22152/19]

22/05/2019WRC00400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): All new entrant 
civil servants are subject to vetting and security clearance processes prior to being offered a 
post in the Department of Defence.  Security vetting has a number of layers and is conducted 
in conjunction with an Garda Síochána and the Defence Forces.  Civil servants transferring to 
my Department from another Government Department will have been subject to the vetting 
process for all entrants to the civil service.  Certain post holders are the subject of further clear-
ance processes.

For operational reasons, it would be inappropriate to set out or discuss those detailed pro-
cesses.  Security is kept under ongoing review and my officials work closely with the Defence 
Forces in relation to such matters. 

22/05/2019WRC00500Foreign Birth Registration

22/05/2019WRC0060082. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if an application for foreign birth registration by a person (details supplied) was received; if so, 
if same will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22133/19]

22/05/2019WRC00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): For-
eign Births Registration, by its nature, can be a detailed and complex process, often involving 
official documentation related to three generations and issued by several jurisdictions.  The 
establishment of the new Foreign Births Registration team at the beginning of this year has 
introduced a short delay in the processing of applications.
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Due to the complex nature of Foreign Births Registration, it takes on average between 6 to 
12 months to process an application.   

 With regard to the specific application the Deputy has enquired about, I can confirm that 
the application in question has been received.  A member of the Foreign Births Registration 
Team will contact the applicant directly if any further documents or clarifications are required 
to process the application.

22/05/2019WRC00800NAMA Operations

22/05/2019WRC0090083. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if NAMA recovered funds 
from a company (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22145/19]

22/05/2019WRC01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, under 
Sections 99 and 202 of  the NAMA Act 2009, NAMA is legally prohibited from disclosing 
confidential information relating to debtors or their associated assets.  Therefore NAMA is not 
in a position to comment on the information requested.   

The Deputy will also be aware that I, as Minister for Finance, have no role in respect of 
NAMA’s commercial operations or decisions. It would not therefore be appropriate for me to 
comment on this matter. 

22/05/2019WRC01100Corporation Tax Regime

22/05/2019WRC0120084. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on the corpo-
ration tax rate here; and if his EU counterparts have discussed same with him recently particu-
larly in view of comments from the EU Commission on having a floor on same across the EU. 
[22085/19]

22/05/2019WRC01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): There are ongoing discussions at the 
OECD on further reforms to the international corporate tax system.  Some countries have raised 
the issue of minimum effective corporate tax rates in that context. 

I recently had the opportunity to discuss the OECD work with some of my EU counterparts 
on the margins of last week’s Eurogroup, and there was a more in depth discussion at ECOFIN, 
where I was represented by Minister D’Arcy.

It was agreed at the ECOFIN that the various OECD tax proposals should continue to be 
discussed at EU level to try and identify common areas of interest or concern.  The regular taxa-
tion working parties have been mandated to explore possible areas of EU convergence, and will 
update ECOFIN on a regular basis.

Discussions with our fellow EU Member States are important in terms of refining our un-
derstanding and maximising our contribution to the debate at OECD. We also need to explore 
how the various proposals at OECD may impact EU law. 

There are a variety of views at the OECD table and the eventual outcome will need to strike 
a balance to reflect these differing perspectives.  Ireland is actively engaging in this work.  It 
is in all countries interests to reach agreement that provides stability and certainty into the me-
dium term. 
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22/05/2019WRC01400Insurance Industry

22/05/2019WRC0150085. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if there is a complaints 
mechanism in place for claimants wishing to make a complaint against a company (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22225/19]

22/05/2019WRC01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Setanta Insurance was placed into liq-
uidation by the Malta Financial Services Authority on 30 April 2014.  As it was a Maltese in-
corporated company, the liquidation is being carried out under Maltese law.  

I am very conscious of the effect of the delays in the payment of compensation to Setanta 
claimants, and this is one of the reasons why I brought forward the Insurance (Amendment) Act 
last year to ensure that Setanta third party claimants are compensated in full, and to put in place 
revised arrangements for the ongoing management and administration of the ICF, including for 
applications to the High Court.  However, neither I nor the Department of Finance have any role 
in the process. Likewise, the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman does not have a role 
in investigating complaints of a liquidator.

Before any application can be made for payments from the ICF, the claims must first be 
settled- which is a matter for claimants, their solicitors and the liquidator. These negotiations 
can be complex and often subject to court procedures.

The Deputy does not outline the nature of the complaint, whether it is with the process for 
the application to the High Court which comes under the responsibility of the State Claims 
Agency or otherwise. The liquidator has responsibility for the administration of the company’s 
assets and liabilities. Any correspondence on individual claims or other claims matters should 
be directed to Setanta Insurance at:

Deloitte 

Earlsfort Terrace

Dublin 2

Tel: 0818 255 255

Email: iesetanta@deloitte.ie

22/05/2019WRC01700Insurance Industry

22/05/2019WRC0180086. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the entity that owns a da-
tabase (details supplied); if it is solely the property of an organisation (details supplied) that 
maintains and runs the database; the entity that is the data controller of the information held on 
the database; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22226/19]

22/05/2019WRC0190087. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if an insured party is entitled 
to access information relating to them held on a database (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [22227/19]

22/05/2019WRC0200088. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if insured persons are in-
formed if their information is put on a database (details supplied); if they have the ability to 
prevent information being shared on the database; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22228/19]
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22/05/2019WRC02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 86 to 
88, inclusive, together.

The database referenced by the Deputy is operated by Insurance Ireland, a representative 
trade body for the insurance sector.

As Minister for Finance, I am responsible for the development of the legal framework gov-
erning financial regulation and therefore have no role in the operation of this database referred 
to in the parliamentary questions.  As a result, I am not in a position to provide the information 
being sought by the Deputy. 

Details of the database can be accessed at: http://www.insuranceireland.eu/member-servic-
es/shared-services or at: http://www.inslink.ie/.

22/05/2019WRC02400Tax Code

22/05/2019WRC0250089. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Finance if he will resolve the anomaly 
in which the means of a person is taken into consideration when their partner is being assessed 
for a social welfare payment but in which they are not entitled to claim tax credits for their part-
ner (details supplied). [22281/19]

22/05/2019WRC02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It is assumed that the question is refer-
ring to a co-habiting couple.

Where a couple is cohabiting rather than married, they are treated as separate and uncon-
nected individuals for the purpose of Income Tax. Each partner is a separate entity for tax pur-
poses and, accordingly, credits, bands and reliefs cannot be transferred from one partner to the 
other. Cohabiting couples are expressly recognised for the purpose of social welfare law but are 
not recognised for the purposes of Income Tax law. Although this may appear contradictory, a 
key aim of both the welfare code and the tax code is to uphold the constitutional right of married 
couples not to be treated less favourably than unmarried couples.

The basis for the current tax treatment of married couples derives from the Supreme Court 
decision in Murphy v the Attorney General (1980) which held that it was contrary to the Con-
stitution for a married couple to pay more tax than two single people living together and having 
the same income.

The treatment of cohabiting couples for the purposes of social welfare is primarily a matter 
for the Minister for Employment Affairs & Social Protection. However, it is also based on the 
principle that married couples should not be treated less favourably than cohabiting couples. 
This was given a constitutional underpinning following the Supreme Court decision in Hyland 
v Minister for Social Welfare (1989) which ruled that it was unconstitutional for the total in-
come a married couple received in social welfare benefits to be less than the couple would have 
received if they were unmarried and cohabiting.

22/05/2019WRC02700Central Bank of Ireland Supervision

22/05/2019WRC0280090. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if there is a Central Bank 
code of conduct specifically for employers and public liability insurance; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22283/19]

22/05/2019WRC02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy should note at the outset 
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that as Minister for Finance, I have responsibility for the development of the legal framework 
governing financial regulation in Ireland.  The relevant framework for the provision of life, 
non-life and reinsurance, and the supervision of that activity, is prescribed by EU Directives, 
principally the Solvency II Directive.  As set out within Solvency II and the European Union 
(Insurance and Reinsurance) Regulations 2015 (S.I. No. 485 of 2015), the Irish transposing 
Regulations, there are 18 classes of non-life insurance.  Employer liability and public liability 
insurance fall within the category of general liability insurance, under this regulatory frame-
work.

In terms of day to day supervision of the insurance industry this is the responsibility of 
the Central Bank of Ireland.  I understand that the Central Bank of Ireland also has a number 
of powers which allow it to issue codes of conduct or requirements to the regulated financial 
services sector.  With respect to codes of conduct specifically for employers liability or public 
liability insurance, I am informed by the Central Bank of Ireland that it does not have any such 
codes.  Having said that, it is important to note that The Central Bank has its Consumer Protec-
tion Code. That Code, which is a set of rules and principles that all regulated financial services 
firms must follow when providing financial products and services to consumers, also applies in 
respect of employers liability and public liability insurance.  The definition of consumer in the 
Code covers natural persons, groups of persons, partnerships, small businesses with a turnover 
of less than €3 million annually and members of a credit union.  The Code therefore covers a 
large number of businesses operating in the Irish market and offers a significant level of protec-
tion for such businesses in relation to their engagement with insurers.  

22/05/2019WRC03000Central Bank of Ireland Supervision

22/05/2019WRC0310091. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the Central Bank has a 
specific code of conduct in relation to data protection for banks, lenders and insurance compa-
nies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22284/19]

22/05/2019WRC03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Data protection issues are a matter for 
the Data Protection Commission rather than the Central Bank of Ireland, and as such are in the 
remit of my colleague, the Minister for Justice and Equality.  However, Section 4.13(e) of the 
Consumer Protection Code 2012 provides that, in its terms of business, a regulated entity must 
provide a summary of the regulated entity’s policy in relation to how it will use a consumer’s 
personal data. 

The Central Bank  Consumer Protection Code 2012 is available at the following link:

https://www.centralbank.ie/docs/default-source/regulation/industry-market-sectors/bro-
kers-retail-intermediaries/supervision-process/consumer-protection-code-2012.pdf?sfvrsn=4.  

22/05/2019WRC03300Public Expenditure Data

22/05/2019WRC0340092. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
forecasts for the trajectory of certain demographic related costs over the next 20 years and be-
yond, for example, the State social welfare pension bill, nursing home care, care of the elderly 
at home and health related costs from an ageing population; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [22224/19]

22/05/2019WRC03500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Expenditure 
Report 2019 sets out the revised baseline for current expenditure out to 2021 after taking ac-
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count a number of known pre-commitments. Inclusive in this are estimates of certain demo-
graphic pressures in areas of Health, Social Protection and Education. An allocation of an ad-
ditional €0.45 billion is set out for these measures in both 2020 and 2021.  These allocations 
are informed by the Irish Government Economic and Evaluation Service (IGEES) paper ‘Bud-
getary Impacts of Changing Demographics 2017 – 2027’, which can be found on the IGEES 
website here: https://igees.gov.ie/budgetary-impact-of-changing-demographics-2017-to-2027/.  
Areas of expenditure covered by this paper include, among others: child benefit, education 
provision, pensions, the Nursing Home Support Scheme and the Primary Care Reimbursement 
Scheme and these pure demographic costs are included in multi-annual Ministerial expenditure 
ceilings for Health, Social Protection and Education. 

Beyond 2022, the IGEES paper suggests demographic costs of approximately €0.4 billion 
per year out to 2027.  However, an update of this paper is due to be published as part of the 2019 
Spending Review process.  This update will discuss demographic pressures over a ten year 
period and will focus on the areas of Health, Social Protection and Education as three primary 
areas of current expenditure which are particularly impacted by demographic changes.

Another relevant document is ‘Population Ageing and the Public Finances in Ireland’ pub-
lished by the Department of Finance in 2018, which can be found at:

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/2e8463-population-ageing-and-the-public-finances/. 

The above paper focusses specifically on the impact of demographic trends on the public 
finances in Ireland over the longer term. Table 24 in Chapter 8 of the recently published Stabil-
ity Programme Update outlines long-term spending projections of age-related expenditure as a 
share of GNI*.

22/05/2019WRC03600Capitation Grants

22/05/2019WRC0370093. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to re-
store the capitation grant to €200 per annum per child in view of the significant capital funding 
constraints that primary schools find themselves under; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22127/19]

22/05/2019WRC03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I fully recognise the need to 
improve capitation funding for schools.

I am pleased to have been able to provide for a 5% increase in capitation funding for pri-
mary and post primary schools that will apply from the start of the 2019/20 school year. Over 
the course of the school year 2019/20, an additional €10 million will be allocated to primary and 
post primary schools, of which €4 million will be allocated in 2019.

I must be prudent in the context of ongoing budgetary pressures. Where it is not possible to 
do everything that I would like to do in the education sector in any one year I have to prioritise, 
especially in the context of increasing enrolments.

It is my intention to seek funding for further capitation increases in future budgets.

22/05/2019WRC03900Schools Building Projects Status

22/05/2019WRC0400094. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding 
progress on the development of a new permanent school building for schools (details supplied) 
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to replace their temporary accommodation; his plans to increase the playground size of the 
schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22146/19]

22/05/2019WRC04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm that my De-
partment has received applications from the schools referred to in the details supplied by the 
Deputy for the replacement of temporary accommodation.

I wish to confirm that my Department remains in contact with the second named school 
regarding its application and my Department’s School Capital Appraisals Section in Tul-
lamore expects to be in a position to issue a formal response shortly.  

In the case of the first named school, my Department will be undertaking a site visit in the 
context of the school’s application and is liaising with the school principal in this regard.

22/05/2019WRC04200School Accommodation Provision

22/05/2019WRC0430095. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the accommoda-
tion issues at a school (details supplied) will be addressed; if the construction of the permanent 
building for the school will be expedited to ensure that the school community is in its perma-
nent home by February 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22157/19]

22/05/2019WRC04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Despite requests from my De-
partment, the Landlord involved did not want to extend the lease so that the school to which the 
Deputy refers could remain on their land past the current academic year 2018/2019.  They had 
required my Department to confirm that the school would vacate the property at end June 2019.  
Clearly, my Department could not give such confirmation as alternative interim accommoda-
tion for the school was not available in the current area.  My Department had much engagement 
with the Landlord in relation to extending the leasing arrangement at this property.  In this 
regard my Department had requested the Landlord’s consent to extending the lease to 31st Au-
gust, 2020 to facilitate the school remaining in interim accommodation at this location until the 
end of the 2019/2020 school year by which time the permanent accommodation for the school 
would be ready.  Unfortunately it was not possible to get the Landlord’s agreement to this lease 
extension.  Following protracted negotiations with the Landlord, agreement was reached for the 
school to remain in interim accommodation at its current location until the end of January 2020.  
The Landlord has indicated that it is not possible to extend the lease beyond this date.  

My Department is examining alternative interim accommodation options for re-locating the 
school pending delivery of its permanent school building.

The site acquisition process for the school is now complete.  A planning application for the 
permanent accommodation for the school was lodged in January 2019.  A request for additional 
information received from the local authority was responded to on 26 April 2019 and a decision 
is awaited.  The timeframe for delivery of the school will be dependent on the grant of planning 
permission.

Officials in my Department will continue to keep the school authority updated on progress.

22/05/2019WRC04500Schools Building Projects Status

22/05/2019WRC0460096. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 110 of 15 May 2019, if the progression of the permanent building for a 
school (details supplied) will be expedited in order that the pupils will not have to move again 
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to alternative temporary accommodation in February 2020; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [22158/19]

22/05/2019WRC04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The site acquisition process 
for the school is now complete.  A planning application for the permanent accommodation for 
the school was lodged in January 2019.  A request for additional information received from the 
local authority was responded to on 26 April 2019 and a decision is awaited.  The timeframe for 
delivery of the school will be dependent on the grant of planning permission.

Officials in my Department will continue to keep the school authority updated on progress.

22/05/2019WRC04800Schools Site Acquisitions

22/05/2019WRC0490097. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 178 of 14 May 2019, if he will consider the acquisition of centres 
(details supplied) as potential sites for a school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22161/19]

22/05/2019WRC05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm that Department 
officials are working to put a solution for the permanent accommodation for the school in ques-
tion in place at the earliest possible date.  Engagement with relevant stakeholders, including 
relevant State bodies, is ongoing in that regard.

Unfortunately it is not possible to comment on individual properties at this time but I can 
assure the Deputy that the patron will be informed of the proposed location for the school as 
soon as it is possible to do so. 

22/05/2019WRC05100School Funding

22/05/2019WRC0520098. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the case of a school (details supplied) that made an application to the de-
volved grants section of his Department in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22172/19]

22/05/2019WRC05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department previously approved capital funding for the provision of additional accom-
modation at the school in question.

The school authority has sought an increase in capital funding to increase the project brief 
and this application is currently under consideration.  My Department will be in contact with 
the school authority shortly.

22/05/2019WRC05400Schools Building Projects Status

22/05/2019WRC0550099. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
school building project (details supplied) in County Cork; and when construction will com-
mence. [22182/19]

22/05/2019WRC05600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the school in question has recently written to my Department seeking  a review of the 
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schedule of accommodation for the school’s building project.  

My Department will consider the request and contact will be made with the school authority 
as soon as this process has been completed. 

22/05/2019WRC05700School Patronage

22/05/2019WRC05800100. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills if Educate To-
gether has been recently approved to provide primary school education in the Killester, Raheny 
and Clontarf areas; the location the interim accommodation will be provided; if he is satisfied 
that the accommodation is in a central location; if he is further satisfied that enough places are 
being provided to satisfy the demand for this type of education in this catchment area; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22183/19]

22/05/2019WRC05900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will be aware, 
in April 2018, the Government announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools over 
the next four years (2019 to 2022), including a new 8 classroom primary school to be estab-
lished in September 2019 to serve the Killester_Raheny_Clontarf school planning area.  This 
announcement follows nationwide, demographic exercises carried out by my Department into 
the future need for primary and post-primary schools across the country and the 4-year horizon 
will enable increased lead-in times for planning and delivery of the necessary infrastructure.

A patronage process is run after it has been decided, based on demographic analysis, that 
a new school is required.  This patronage process is open to all patron bodies and prospective 
patrons.  Parental preferences for each patron, from parents of children who reside in the school 
planning areas concerned, together with the extent of diversity currently available in these ar-
eas, are key to decisions in relation to the outcome of this process.  The patronage process for 
the school referred to by the Deputy is complete and patronage has been awarded to Educate 
Together.

My Department’s priority is ensuring all pupils have access to a school place which may 
not always result in a school place that is their first choice. A range of factors including parental 
choice, school location and commuting patterns can contribute to oversubscription of certain 
schools within an area.

My Department appointed a Project Manager in July 2018 to assist with the work of priori-
tising the procurement of interim accommodation for 17 new schools due to be established in 
September 2019 which includes the school to serve the area to which the Deputy refers.  

Numerous locations within the school planning area were considered in relation to the in-
terim accommodation for the school but could not be secured due to lack of suitability, avail-
ability or prohibitive zoning issues.

Therefore, in order to ensure that the school could open in September 2019 as announced it 
was necessary to look for interim accommodation in adjoining school planning areas.  On 15 
March 2019 a planning application was submitted to Fingal County Council for a location at 
Suttonians Rugby Club, John McDowell Memorial Grounds, Station Road, Sutton, Dublin 13, 
D13 AH97.  The notification of decision to grant planning permission was issued by the local 
authority on 2nd   May, 2019, Final Grant is awaited.

The new primary school will open in September 2019 in suitable interim accommodation 
pending delivery of its permanent building. 
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22/05/2019WRD00200Education and Training Boards

22/05/2019WRD00300101. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a 
night course (details supplied) has been cancelled; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [22187/19]

22/05/2019WRD00400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
My Department has no role in relation to self-financing evening courses delivered by Education 
and Training Boards (ETBs).  However, officials have made enquiries about the matter and I 
understand from Kerry ETB have confirmed that the night classes in Art in Colaiste Gleann Lí 
on Mondays and Tuesday evenings have finished for the term as scheduled at the end of March 
and are not be due to commence again until September.  The night classes are advertised in the 
course brochure as short-term courses that take place over an eight week period.  Kerry ETB 
plans to continue these night courses but intends to relocate them to a building adjoining Co-
laiste Gleann Lí when they recommence in September.

22/05/2019WRD00500Schools Building Projects Status

22/05/2019WRD00600102. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education and Skills the work that has 
taken place in designing the new campus for a school (details supplied) on lands; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22188/19]

22/05/2019WRD00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Deputy will be aware that 
a major building project for the school to which he refers is included in my Department’s school 
building programme to be delivered as part of the National Development Plan.

In this regard, a project manager has been appointed to initiate the master planning process 
of the site to explore the feasibility of whether accommodation needs of the school in ques-
tion and an existing education provider could be met on the site. This process will commence 
shortly. 

When the master planning process is completed it will provide an opportunity for further 
engagement with all parties. 

22/05/2019WRD00800Special Educational Needs Service Provision

22/05/2019WRD00900103. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
whether there are sufficient ASD classes in primary schools in Cork city and county, and in par-
ticular, the south city area such as Douglas, Carrigaline and Passage West; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [22207/19]

22/05/2019WRD01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for Spe-
cial education (NCSE), an independent agency of my Department, is responsible for planning, 
coordinating and advising on education provision for children with special educational needs. 
This includes taking account of the flow of students from primary into post primary. The NCSE 
ensures that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who have been identi-
fied as needing special class placements. 

Individual school boards of management are responsible for the establishment of special 
classes.  It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE to establish a special class. 
In deciding where to establish a special class in an area, the NCSE take account of the current 
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and projected demand and the available school accommodation both current and planned.   In 
this regard, the SENO may approach individual schools to discuss the matter with a view to 
finding the optimal location in terms of convenience and sustainability.

Since 2011, the NCSE has increased the number of special classes from 548 in 2011 to 1,459 
across the country now, of which 1,196 are Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) special classes. 

There are currently 246 special classes attached to mainstream schools in Cork City and 
County. Of these, 28 are ASD early intervention classes, 119 are primary ASD classes and 54 
are post primary ASD classes.  Details of all special classes for children with special educa-
tional needs are available by county on the NCSE website at www.ncse.ie      

The NCSE has informed my Department that they intend to establish over 175 new special 
classes of which approx. 165 are new ASD special classes nationally for 2019/20 school year 
to meet currently identified need, which will include new ASD classes in Cork county and city.

When the NCSE sanction a special class in a school, the school can apply to my Department 
for capital funding to reconfigure existing spaces within the school building to accommodate 
the class and/or to construct additional accommodation.  

Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) who are locally based are available to assist 
and advise parents whose children have special needs.  Where Parents have been unsuccessful 
in enrolling their child in a school, they should update their local SENO to inform the planning 
process.

SENOs are also available to assist and advise schools on special education supports and 
planning.

As the Deputy’s question relates to particular areas I have arranged for the question to be 
forwarded to the NCSE for their attention and direct reply.

My Department will continue to support the NCSE in opening special classes in areas where 
there is an identified need.

22/05/2019WRD01100Special Educational Needs Service Provision

22/05/2019WRD01200104. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the options open 
to parents of children with a diagnosis of autism in County Kildare in circumstances in which 
their nearest ASD unit is full; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22216/19]

22/05/2019WRD01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for Spe-
cial Education (NCSE), an independent agency of my Department, is responsible for planning, 
coordinating and advising on education provision for children with special educational needs. 

The NCSE ensures that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who 
have been identified as needing special class placements. 

The NCSE and my Department are actively engaging with education service providers in 
order to encourage them to address the shortage of places.  

A Working Group, chaired by the NCSE, has been established to put in place a new working 
protocol to ensure that there is effective pro-active planning and timely delivery of specialist 
educational places for students.
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 Since 2011, the NCSE has increased the number of special classes from 548 in 2011 to 
1,459 across the country now, of which 1,196 are Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) special 
classes. 

The NCSE has informed my Department that they intend to establish over 175 new special 
classes of which approx. 165 are new ASD special classes nationally for 2019/20 school year to 
meet currently identified need, including new classes in Co. Kildare.

When the NCSE sanction a special class in a school, the school can apply to the Department 
for capital funding to reconfigure existing spaces or to construct additional accommodation.  
Similarly, special schools can apply to the Department for capital funding to accommodate ad-
ditional placements. 

Parents/Guardians who may need advice or are experiencing difficulties in locating a school 
placement should contact their local Special Educational Needs Organiser (SENO) who can as-
sist in identifying an appropriate educational placement for their child, using the contact details 
available at http://ncse.ie/seno-contact-list. 

The NCSE works in collaboration with the Educational Welfare Services (EWS) of the 
Child and Family Agency which is the statutory agency that can assist parents who are experi-
encing difficulty in securing a school place for their child or can offer assistance where a child 
is out of school. The local service is delivered through the national network of Educational 
Welfare Officers (EWO). Contact details are available at http://www.tusla.ie/get-in-touch/edu-
cation-and-welfare/. 

22/05/2019WRD01400Special Educational Needs Staff

22/05/2019WRD01500105. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
application for a SNA for a child (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22217/19]

22/05/2019WRD01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie  , in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources.

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

As this question relates to a particular child, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.

22/05/2019WRD01700Student Grants Data
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22/05/2019WRD01800106. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
SUSI grants awarded in each academic year since 2011-2012 to 2018-2019; the number of stu-
dents receiving an award in each rate of award per year by categorisation, for example, PLC, 
undergraduate and postgraduate; the number receiving the grant in terms of class of applicant, 
that is, dependent or independent; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22233/19]

22/05/2019WRD01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The information is not collat-
ed in the specific format requested by the Deputy. However, the number of grant recipients cat-
egorised by PLC, undergraduate and postgraduate for the academic years 2011/12 to 2017/18 
is attached. The data encompasses students in receipt of a SUSI grant and grants from the other 
66 awarding authorities who have continued to process renewal applications on a transitionary 
basis, pending the full transfer of all grants to SUSI.

Grantholders 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 
PLC Grantholders 8,994 8,858 9,170 9,366
UG Grantholders 61,623 66,524 67,100 68627
PG Grantholders 6,027 3,869 2,695 2,558
Total Grantholders 76,644 79,251 78,965 80,551

table contd.

Grantholders 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 Pro-
visional

PLC Grantholders 9049 9015 8462 8400
UG Grantholders 69249 67748 66782 66000
PG Grantholders 2324 2,141 2186 2200
Total Grantholders 80622 78,904 77430 76,600

22/05/2019WRD02000Public Sector Pensions

22/05/2019WRD02100107. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a person 
(details supplied) has not received increases to their pension. [22237/19]

22/05/2019WRD02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The person to whom the Dep-
uty refers was awarded pension on retirement in 1996 by the then existing Vocational Educa-
tion Committee. These functions are now the responsibility of the Longford and Westmeath 
Education and Training Board (ETB) and the payment of pension is administered by the Payroll 
Shared Service Centre (PSSC). My Department has been informed by the ETB, that the person 
in question is not due an increase in pension under existing policy. 

Public servants who were awarded a pension on retirement pre-March 2012 had their ben-
efits based on the pay rates that applied prior to pay rates being reduced under the Financial 
Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (FEMPI) legislation.  The application of current 
policy means that these pensions do not qualify for increases while their associated basic salary 
is higher than the corresponding basic salary in payment (to serving personnel) at the respective 
increase dates over the period 2018-2020.

With regard to Public Service Pension Reduction (PSPR) which was first introduced in 2011 
as part of the financial emergency measures, from January 2019 pensions of pre-2012 retirees 
of a gross annual value up to €39,000 are no longer subject to PSPR.  In relation to the person 
in question I understand a reduction in the PSPR rates will shortly be applied to the pension in 
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payment and back dated to 1 January 2019.  Should the person have any further queries on this 
matter he should contact the PSSC at 076 1002702 or PSSCPensions@pssc.gov.ie.

22/05/2019WRD02300Schools Building Projects Status

22/05/2019WRD02400108. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
provision of a new school building at a school (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22239/19]

22/05/2019WRD02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, 
the project to which he refers has been devolved for delivery to Donegal Education and Train-
ing Board (DETB). 

The project is currently at Stage 2A, the pre-planning stage of the design development pro-
cess. DETB is liaising closely with officials in my Department to ensure that a number of de-
sign issues that have been identified in the Stage 2A submissions for the project are addressed as 
quickly as possible. Approval can then be given to DETB to lodge a planning application with 
Donegal County Council, which can be expected to happen in September/October. Subject to 
any issues arising during the planning process, the project should then proceed to tender. 

As part of the close liaison between the DETB and my Department an official from the 
Department travelled to Moville on Monday night to discuss progress on the project with the 
school.

22/05/2019WRD02600Emergency Works Scheme Applications

22/05/2019WRD02700109. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a decision has 
been made on the application by a school (details supplied) for additional accommodation and 
emergency works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22246/19]

22/05/2019WRD02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school to which the 
Deputy refers submitted an application for funding under my Department’s Emergency Works 
Scheme to carry out works to the school building.  Additional information has been requested 
from the school authority in respect of this application. When this information is submitted, the 
request for funding will be assessed and a final decision will issue directly to the school author-
ity thereafter.

My Department has also received an application for additional accommodation from the 
school referred to by the Deputy. The application is being considered and my Department has 
been in contact with the patron in this regard.

22/05/2019WRD02900Immigration Policy

22/05/2019WRD03000110. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a person (de-
tails supplied) has an entitlement to work here or in Northern Ireland while they are awaiting 
their naturalisation to be finalised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22132/19]

22/05/2019WRD03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person concerned 
made an application for permission to remain in this State as the spouse of an Irish national in 
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November 2018.  Applications are considered pursuant to the Policy Document on non-EEA 
Family Reunification and I understand that marriage to an Irish national does not confer an 
automatic entitlement to residence and access to the labour market in this State pending con-
sideration of such applications. The Deputy will appreciate that I have no role in applications 
for permission to reside or work in Northern Ireland (NI) as they are a matter for the relevant 
competent authority.

The Deputy will also appreciate that applications  for permission to reside with the right to 
access the labour market in this State are dealt with in chronological order.  In that regard, it is 
expected that INIS will write to the person concerned this month to seek additional information 
and documentary evidence.  I understand that the application will be considered further by INIS 
in light of a response from the person concerned.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility, which has been specifical-
ly established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

22/05/2019WRD03200Parental Leave

22/05/2019WRD03300111. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the qualifying 
age of the child in respect of whom parental leave can be taken by public sector employees, 
including civil servants; his plans to change same; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [22203/19]

22/05/2019WRD03400Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
As the Deputy will be aware, Section 6 of the Parental Leave Act 1998 provides for unpaid 
parental leave for a child up to the age of eight, or 16 years of age in the case of a child with a 
serious illness or disability.  Once enacted and commenced, the Parental Leave (Amendment) 
Bill 2017, will increase the qualifying age to 12 years.

I understand that generally, public servants including civil servants, may take parental leave 
until their child is 13 years and I can confirm that there are no plans to amend the 1998 Act to 
reflect this position.  

The Deputy will appreciate that the age of the child provided for in the Act is a statutory 
minimum, and it is at the discretion of individual employers whether they wish to extend the 
eligibility criteria for their employees to avail of parental leave beyond that minimum.

22/05/2019WRD03500Parental Leave

22/05/2019WRD03600112. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
weeks of parental leave that parents working for the same employer will be able to transfer to 
each other following the enactment of the Parental Leave (Amendment) Bill 2017; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22204/19]

22/05/2019WRD03700114. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if correspon-
dence from a person (details supplied) will be considered; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [22136/19]
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22/05/2019WRD03800Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 112 and 114 together.

 As the Deputy will be aware, the Parental Leave Act 1998, generally, does not provide for 
the transfer of parental leave between parents.

Section 6(6) of the Act provides that where two or parents are entitled to parental leave, nei-
ther of the parents shall be entitled to (a) the parental leave of any other parent, or (b) to transfer 
any part of the period of their parental leave to any other parent in respect of their child.

However, there is one very specific exception to this provision.  Section 6(7) of the Act pro-
vides that where both parents are employed by the same employer, one parent may transfer up 
to 14 weeks of parental leave to the other, only if their employer consents.  

These provisions will remain unchanged by the Parental Leave (Amendment) Bill 2017, 
once enacted and commenced.

In all other cases, parental leave remains non-transferable, and I can confirm that the Gov-
ernment has no plans to change this position.

22/05/2019WRD03900Parental Leave

22/05/2019WRD04000113. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if parents will 
have to wait until 1 September 2019 to use 18 weeks leave which they have not yet availed of in 
respect of a child aged 8, 9, 10 or 11 years of age following the enactment of the Parental Leave 
(Amendment) Bill 2017; if this unused leave can be utilised as soon as the commencement or-
der has taken effect; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22231/19]

22/05/2019WRD04100Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The Parental Leave (Amendment) Bill 2017,  as passed by both House of the Oireachtas, pro-
vides that parents may take any unused leave from their entitlement to parental leave under the 
1998 Act, as long as their child is under the qualifying age of 12 years.

I can confirm that parents will be entitled to apply to their employers to take any unused 
parental leave, from their original entitlement to 18 weeks of parental leave under the 1998 Act, 
once the Bill is enacted and commenced. Parents will still be required to give their employer 
six weeks’ notice of their intention to take leave as per section 8(1) of the 1998 Act.  However 
under section 8(4) of the Act, employers have the discretion to waive this requirement.

As the Deputy will be aware from discussions during the progress of the Bill through the 
House of the Oireachtas, my officials are currently preparing a commencement order and I ex-
pect that Minister Flanagan will sign the order no later than 19 July.

Question No. 114 answered with Question No. 112.

22/05/2019WRD04300Direct Provision Data

22/05/2019WRD04400115. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
young persons resident in direct provision aged 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19 years of age, respectively 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22144/19]

22/05/2019WRD04500Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
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The statistical data the Deputy requires is detailed in the following table.  These figures relate 
to 17 May 2019.

Age No. of RIA Applicants
19 104
18 58
17 52
16 91
15 59

The Deputy will be aware that the Direct Provision system is a whole of Government ap-
proach to the provision of supports and other services to persons seeking international protec-
tion. These supports and services are delivered directly to persons in the protection process in 
the same manner as to other residents in Ireland by the relevant Government Department or 
Agency. For example education services are delivered through the Department of Education 
and Skills and health services are delivered by the Health Service Executive.

My Department, through the Reception & Integration Agency (RIA), is responsible for the 
provision of accommodation and related services to protection applicants while they await a 
decision on their claim for international protection. 

The Department of Justice and Equality working together with other Departments and agen-
cies have already introduced far-reaching and important reforms to the overall system and this 
process will continue as we strive to make further improvements in the future.  One of the most 
significant improvements being the introduction of independent living.  

Independent living allows applicants to obtain food, toiletries and other products in a spe-
cially-constructed food hall in the centre.  Applicants then cook the food at either communal or 
individual cooking stations.  

Independent living provides applicants with a significant degree of autonomy and prepares 
them for life after the protection process.  As of early April 2019, over 2,200 applicants across 
eight centres can avail of the independent living model.   In addition, almost 1,400 other ap-
plicants have access to other self-catering facilities with food provided by the contractor or the 
applicant themselves.  The Department of Justice and Equality anticipates that all of the centres 
under contract to it will have moved to the independent living model by mid-2020.

In addition, there have been significant improvements to recreation opportunities, such 
as the provision of outdoor sports pitches, including ‘all-weather’ facilities, teenagers rooms 
and family living rooms in centres to provide social areas for particular age groups.  Friends 
of the Centre groups have also been established in each centre.  This initiative aims to bring 
residents, community and voluntary groups together with a view to increasing integration op-
portunities and providing for the development of greater community linkages with the residents 
and the centre.

My officials continue to examine best international practice and to engage with relevant 
statutory and civil society stakeholders to explore options with regard to providing accommo-
dation and supports for persons seeking international protection.

22/05/2019WRD04600Naturalisation Applications
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22/05/2019WRD04700116. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there are scenarios 
in which a legal process (details supplied) is automatic; if fees are always incurred in relation 
to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22150/19]

22/05/2019WRD04800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is governed by the provisions of 
the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended.  All applications for a certificate 
of naturalisation are processed and assessed individually in accordance with the provisions of 
the Act.  

The fees to be paid by an applicant for a certificate of naturalisation are governed by the 
provisions of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 569 of 2011).  

The application fee, stipulated at €175, is payable on application for a certificate of natu-
ralisation and a certification fee is payable on the issue of a certificate of naturalisation.  The 
standard certification fee is set at €950, while a reduced fee of €200 applies in the case of an 
application made on behalf of a minor or in certain cases where the application is made by a 
widow, widower or surviving civil partner of an Irish citizen.  In the case of recognised refugees 
and stateless persons the certification fee is nil. 

As such, the Regulations make specific provision for particular categories of applicants who 
may be on a reduced level of income. There is no provision in the Regulations for the discre-
tionary waiver or reduction of fees, or for differing fees to apply to different nationalities, or 
based on length of residency.     

The standard fees payable by an applicant are designed to reflect the effort and cost involved 
in processing applications for a certificate of naturalisation.  The Deputy will be aware that 
formal citizenship ceremonies have been introduced at no extra cost to applicants. These have 
been universally well received by participants as the ceremonies provide a sense of dignity and 
occasion that serves to underscore the importance to both the State and the applicant of the 
granting of Irish citizenship. 

The fees charged should be viewed in the context of the significant benefits attendant to 
securing an Irish passport, particularly in the context of visa free travel to other jurisdictions.

Detailed information on Irish citizenship and naturalisation, along with the relevant applica-
tion forms and guidance notes, is available on the INIS website at ww.inis.gov.ie.

22/05/2019WRD04900Garda Data

22/05/2019WRD05000117. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of gardaí in the Henry Street district and the Roxboro road district of Limerick by rank in 2018 
and to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22170/19]

22/05/2019WRD05100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter. Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in 
the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made 
of these resources. 

The Garda strength of the Henry Street and Roxboro Districts from 2009 to 31 March 2019 
, as provided by the Commissioner, is available on my Department’s website through the fol-
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lowing link:

For more general information on Garda Facts and Figures please see the following link:

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures.

22/05/2019WRD05200Garda Resources

22/05/2019WRD05300118. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
seek additional resources for traffic policing in budget 2020; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [22210/19]

22/05/2019WRD05400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is re-
sponsible for managing and controlling the administration and business of An Garda Síochána.  
Further, the allocation of Garda resources is a matter for the Commissioner, in light of identified 
operational demands. 

I have asked the Garda Commissioner for information in relation to the matter raised by the 
Deputy and when it is received I will write directly to the Deputy.

22/05/2019WRD05500Visa Applications

22/05/2019WRD05600119. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of an 
appeal in respect of a join family visa by persons (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22211/19]

22/05/2019WRD05700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the visa appeal was re-
ceived in the Visa Office in Dublin on 7 January 2019.

Appeals are processed in the chronological order in which they are received.  While every 
effort is made to process applications as soon as possible, processing times will vary having 
regard to the volume of appeals received, the resources available to process them and the indi-
vidual complexity of the application and subsequent appeal.  Processing times may also vary 
where a detailed assessment of family rights under the Constitution and the European Conven-
tion on Human Rights is required. In the circumstances, therefore, I cannot at this time give a 
definitive date as to when this particular appeal will be finalised.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

22/05/2019WRD05800Driver Safety

22/05/2019WRD05900120. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the traffic watch 
lo-call number will be converted to a free call number due the cost of waiting for a reply which 
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can place undue expense on the callers that are carrying out their civic duty in reporting danger-
ous driving behaviour; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22213/19]

22/05/2019WRD06000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the administration 
of the traffic watch phone line is a matter for An Garda Síochána, I have asked An Garda Sío-
chána for a report in response to the Deputy’s query.

I will contact the Deputy directly on receipt of a Garda response.

22/05/2019WRE00200Work Permits Data

22/05/2019WRE00300121. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
the quota of workers allowed under the EU permit scheme to bring in workers from non-EU 
countries that was specific for the dairy farm assistance launched on 4 June 2018 has been used; 
if so, her plans to create an extra quota of workers; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [22173/19]

22/05/2019WRE00400122. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
the quota of workers allowed has been used in relation to the EU permit scheme to bring in 
workers from non-EU countries that was launched in 2018 by her Department; if so, her plans 
to create an extra quota of workers; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [22186/19]

22/05/2019WRE00500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 121 and 122 together.

The employment permit system is managed through the operation of the critical skills and 
ineligible occupations lists. In May 2018, following a comprehensive review of the data/evi-
dence available and consideration, by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine as 
the lead policy Department for the sector, of a detailed business case a pilot quota based scheme 
was introduced for the occupations of horticulture worker, meat processing operative, and of 
dairy farm assistant which were removed from the employment permit ineligible occupation 
list. The quotas introduced were 500, 1500 and 50 respectively.  The scheme allows workers 
from non-EEA countries to access employment opportunities. To date this pilot scheme has 
proved very successful with the number of permits issued being 101 out of 500 horticulture 
worker permits. 1377 out of 1,500 meat processing operatives and 49 out of 50 for dairy farm 
assistants. 

These lists are subject to twice-yearly evidenced based review process involving consider-
ation of  research undertaken by the Skills and Labour Market Research Unit (Solas), the Ex-
pert Group of Future Skills Needs (EGFSN), the National Skills Council, and input by relevant 
Government Departments in addition to the public consultation phase.  Submissions to the 
review process are also considered by the Economic Migration Policy Interdepartmental Group 
chaired by my Department which includes the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  

The pilot scheme provides that additional employment permit quotas may be granted in 
response to progress reported by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine on com-
mitments given by the sector to:

- the systematic and structured engagement with the Department of Employment Affairs 
and Social Protection regarding sourcing labour from the live register and across the EEA;

- the development of training, upskilling and career opportunities;
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- a commitment to examine the potential of innovation in the sector to ameliorate reliance 
on a model of low skill, low wage employment.  

I am advised that the sector is currently preparing a further business case for consideration 
initially by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine for submission to my Depart-
ment.  The next review  to consider changes to the lists of occupations is scheduled to com-
mence before the of May.

22/05/2019WRE00700Corporate Governance

22/05/2019WRE00800123. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 96 of 16 May 2019, the social partners her Department 
has been in contact with regarding the appointment of a national focal point; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [22223/19]

22/05/2019WRE00900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 96 of 16 May 2019 concerning the non-binding Tripartite 
Declaration of Principles concerning Multinational Enterprises and Social Policy (MNE Decla-
ration), my Department has been in discussion with the Irish Congress of Trade Unions (ICTU) 
and the employers’ association Ibec in this regard. The Declaration encourages the appointment 
of tripartite agreed national focal-points to promote the use of the MNE Declaration and its 
principles, whenever appropriate and meaningful in the national context. The Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) Unit of my Department promotes the Declaration as part of its Corporate 
Social Responsibility for Larger Companies.

22/05/2019WRE01000Narcolepsy Issues

22/05/2019WRE01100124. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health the status of the development of an 
adult narcolepsy centre in St. James’s Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22126/19]

22/05/2019WRE01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Work on a centre of excellence for narco-
lepsy, based in St. James’s Hospital, for treating all forms of narcolepsy in adults and also in 
children transitioning from the paediatric services, was committed to in the HSE 2018 National 
Service Plan.  

The HSE has confirmed that the construction of the sleep lab is now complete with equip-
ment installed and commissioned. The HSE has also confirmed that a consultant neurologist 
has commenced working full time and is seeing all narcolepsy related referrals.  In addition, the 
first sleep technician has been recruited. The recruitment process for  additional consultants and 
technical staff for the centre is ongoing.

22/05/2019WRE01300Home Help Service Provision

22/05/2019WRE01400125. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the status of an application 
for home help by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22135/19]

22/05/2019WRE01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
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possible.

22/05/2019WRE01600Pharmacy Services

22/05/2019WRE01700126. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the expected date for the imple-
mentation and roll out of a comprehensive pharmacy based minor ailment scheme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22137/19]

22/05/2019WRE01800127. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health when contractual negotiations 
will commence with a union (details supplied) on the reform, modernisation and expansion of 
pharmacy services; the length of time the negotiations will last; when the resulting changes will 
be implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22138/19]

22/05/2019WRE01900128. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the date on which he will com-
mence discussions with pharmacy contractors regarding the unwinding of FEMPI for commu-
nity pharmacists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22139/19]

22/05/2019WRE02000129. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health when pharmacies will be permit-
ted to dispense oral contraception without prescription under plans for free contraception being 
considered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22140/19]

22/05/2019WRE02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 126 to 129, 
inclusive, together.

As the Deputy is aware, the Programme for a Partnership Government contains a commit-
ment to expand the role of community pharmacy in managing patient health, and this is an issue 
I intend to progress.

Work has been done in recent years on wider healthcare roles for pharmacies, including the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland’s Future Pharmacy report, concerning expansion of profes-
sional pharmacy practice. It is clear from this and other work that there is potential to increase 
the range of publicly funded health services delivered through community pharmacy. Important 
new services, in influenza vaccination and emergency contraception, have already been intro-
duced.

To be funded by the taxpayer, new public health services in community pharmacy, as else-
where, should improve health outcomes and provide value for money and benefits for patients. 
Any new or transferred services should be based on sound evidence with matching improve-
ments in governance and administration.

I recently met with the Irish Pharmacy Union (IPU) and I attended their conference in Gal-
way and these and other issues were discussed in both forums. It is my intention that further 
consultation will be carried out in 2019.

22/05/2019WRE02500Mental Health Services Data

22/05/2019WRE02600130. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of beds in the Cen-
tral Mental Hospital; the number of operative beds there; the reason non-operative beds are not 
in use; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22141/19]

22/05/2019WRE02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
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possible.

22/05/2019WRE02800Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Data

22/05/2019WRE02900131. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the approved positions and 
vacancies within CAMHS services in County Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22142/19]

22/05/2019WRE03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

22/05/2019WRE03100Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

22/05/2019WRE03200132. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter regard-
ing FreeStyle Libre diabetes monitors (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22149/19]

22/05/2019WRE03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

22/05/2019WRE03400Mental Health Services Provision

22/05/2019WRE03500133. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health the status of a building project (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22151/19]

22/05/2019WRE03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

22/05/2019WRE03700Primary Care Centres

22/05/2019WRE03800134. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health his plans to carry out an audit 
of a primary care health centre (details supplied) to assess the needs of the patients and the local 
population which are perceived as not being met due to inadequate resources with a view to put-
ting in place suitable medical services and sufficient personnel; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [22154/19]

22/05/2019WRE03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

22/05/2019WRE04000Disability Support Services

22/05/2019WRE04100135. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health if concerns in relation to 
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the provision of services by RehabCare in Galway city and county have been addressed; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [22156/19]

22/05/2019WRE04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): This Gov-
ernment’s on-going priority is the safeguarding of vulnerable people in the care of the health 
service.  We are committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which 
will empower them to live independent lives.

Significant resources have been invested by the health sector in disability services over the 
past number of years. Since this Government took up office, the budget for Disability Services 
has increased by €314million. This year alone, the Health Service Executive has allocated €1.9 
billion to its Disability Services Programme.

My primary concern is to ensure the continuity of appropriate person-centred disability ser-
vices is maintained and delivered in an equitable manner consistent with the care and support 
needs of individuals. I want to acknowledge the important services provided by Rehab and the 
commitment of the staff of Rehab to people with a disability and their families.

I am informed by the HSE that the total revenue allocation provided by the HSE to Rehab 
for social services has increased by €8.1 million to €56.1million in 2019 when compared with 
the allocation in 2016.

Rehab provides a range of services to young people and adults with physical, sensory and 
intellectual disabilities, mental health difficulties, autism, or acquired brain injury. Services are 
co-ordinated through Rehab’s three service delivery divisions, RehabCare, the National Learn-
ing Network and Rehab Enterprises.

Rehab and the HSE have committed to working intensively together with a view to making 
substantive progress in reaching a solution to the issues. 

As the question relates to service provision I have asked the HSE to reply directly to the 
Deputy.

22/05/2019WRE04300HSE Properties

22/05/2019WRE04400136. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if a centre (details sup-
plied) is still in the ownership of the HSE; if so, if there are plans for same; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [22160/19]

22/05/2019WRE04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the management of the healthcare property estate, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to you in relation to this matter.

22/05/2019WRE04600National Children’s Hospital

22/05/2019WRE04700137. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the reason a private facility that can-
not be accessed by all children will be included as part of the new children’s hospital which is 
funded from public funds. [22162/19]

22/05/2019WRE04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The vast majority of services in the new 
children’s hospital will be public services. 
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However, as part of  the National Contract for Consultants negotiated in 2008, some consul-
tants holding specific contracts are entitled to engage in private outpatient practice outside of 
their public commitment and this commitment must be conducted on site - that is, in the hospi-
tal they are  contracted with.  As a result, private outpatient clinics may be held on  the public 
hospital campus but these clinics must be held outside  contracted hours.  

The new children’s hospital is obliged to provide  such facilities for consultants holding 
such contracts. The proposal is for consultants to pay a fee for use of the rooms and other op-
erational costs.  

Within the plan for the hospital, an area has been planned which carries the designation of 
“private clinic”. Within the ‘private clinic’ area the following has been drawn:

- 1 x reception desk area x 7m2

- 1 x feeding room x 4m2

- 1 x wait area x 16m2

- 1 x play area x 8m

- 8 x consult/examination rooms x 16m2 

- 1 x WC x 3m2

- 1 x clean utility x 9m2

- 1 x dirty utility x 7m2

- Total area: 180m2 

This work is planned to proceed at the building commissioning stage in the year before the 
building opens.

22/05/2019WRE04900Medical Conditions

22/05/2019WRE05000138. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the criteria used to diagnose the 
neurological disease myalgic encephalomyelitis as described under G.93.3 WHO International 
Classification of Diseases, Tenth Revision (ICD-10);; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22163/19]

22/05/2019WRE05100139. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health if he will direct the HSE to develop 
guidelines for the diagnosis, treatment and management of myalgic encephalomyelitis using 
contemporary research; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22164/19]

22/05/2019WRE05200140. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health if he will direct the HSE to be-
gin implementing the international consensus criteria for myalgic encephalomyelitis to enable 
those with the condition to get a clear diagnosis as soon as possible; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22165/19]

22/05/2019WRE05300141. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health if he will direct the HSE to develop 
a clear pathway of care for myalgic encephalomyelitis patients with prompt access to specialists 
and treatments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22166/19]

22/05/2019WRE05400143. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health if he will designate myalgic en-
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cephalomyelitis as a reportable health condition in order to obtain robust official collection of 
data on the number of children, young persons and adults with the condition and the degrees of 
severity of the condition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22168/19]

22/05/2019WRE05500144. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health if he will direct the HSE to update 
its diagnostic and treatment procedures for persons with myalgic encephalomyelitis to reflect 
best international practice; if he will address the lack of specialist support within the health 
service for those suffering with ME; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22169/19]

22/05/2019WRE05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 138 to 141, 
inclusive, 143 and 144 together.

Chronic fatigue syndrome (CFS) / myalgic encephalomyelitis (or encephalopathy) (ME) 
is a not uncommon, complex debilitating disorder which is characterised by severe fatigue ac-
companied by a range of other symptoms. 

There is currently no known, specific, medical diagnostic test to determine or confirm a 
correct diagnosis of ME and no specific treatment which works for all sufferers is currently 
available.  Assessment and interventions need to be tailored to the individual.  There are as-
sessments/tests which can be carried out in primary care settings by a General Practitioner.  
Specialised tests may be required when considering differential diagnoses. 

Treatment for ME is tailored to address the varying symptoms presented by those affected 
by ME. In general, these treatments are delivered within the context of primary care, with refer-
rals into secondary care for specialist interventions in the areas of Neurology, Rheumatology, 
Pain Specialists, Endocrinology, Immunology, Cardiology, etc.  The challenge in relation to 
ME is that it does not sit within one specialty, but crosses a number of specialties, with patients 
attending different Consultants for management of symptoms as they arise. 

I acknowledge waiting times for access to these services needs to be reduced.  There is 
currently work under way as part of the implementation of the Strategy for the Design of In-
tegrated Outpatient Services 2016-2020, specifically as regards addressing how and where the 
patient is treated and the classification of referrals with corresponding clinically recommended 
time-frames.  Consideration is also being given to condition specific referral forms.  This work 
should see significant improvements with respect to access to appropriate services.

22/05/2019WRF00300Medical Conditions

22/05/2019WRF00400142. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health his plans to address the lack of 
specialist consultants for myalgic encephalomyelitis patients; if the HSE will recognise ME as 
a multi-system disease with many debilitating symptoms; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [22167/19]

22/05/2019WRF00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Chronic fatigue syndrome (CFS) / myalgic 
encephalomyelitis (or encephalopathy) (ME) is a not uncommon, complex debilitating disorder 
which is characterised by severe fatigue accompanied by a range of other symptoms. 

There is currently no known, specific, medical diagnostic test to determine or confirm a 
correct diagnosis of ME and no specific treatment which works for all sufferers is currently 
available.  Assessment and interventions need to be tailored to the individual.  There are as-
sessments/tests which can be carried out in primary care settings by a General Practitioner.  
Specialised tests may be required when considering differential diagnoses. 
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Treatment for ME is tailored to address the varying symptoms presented by those affected 
by ME.  In general, these treatments are delivered within the context of primary care, with refer-
rals into secondary care for specialist interventions in the areas of Neurology, Rheumatology, 
Pain Specialists, Endocrinology, Immunology, Cardiology, etc.  The challenge in relation to 
ME is that it does not sit within one specialty, but crosses a number of specialties, with patients 
attending different Consultants for management of symptoms as they arise. 

I acknowledge waiting times for access to these services needs to be reduced.  There is 
currently work under way as part of the implementation of the Strategy for the Design of In-
tegrated Outpatient Services 2016-2020, specifically as regards addressing how and where the 
patient is treated and the classification of referrals with corresponding clinically recommended 
time-frames.  Consideration is also being given to condition specific referral forms.  This work 
should see significant improvements with respect to access to appropriate services. 

 I have also asked the Health Service Executive to respond to you on this matter.

Questions Nos. 143 and 144 answered with Question No. 138.

22/05/2019WRF00800Medical Aids and Appliances Applications Data

22/05/2019WRF00900145. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of children in 
the Cork Kerry CHO4 area awaiting an appliance by six monthly wait intervals in tabular form; 
the details of the different types of appliances including, for example, a specialised wheelchair, 
hoist, shower chair and orthotics; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22171/19]

22/05/2019WRF01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

22/05/2019WRF01100Health Services Reports

22/05/2019WRF01200146. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health when a report (details supplied) on 
removing private practice from public hospitals will be implemented; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22175/19]

22/05/2019WRF01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Report of the Independent Review 
Group established to examine private activity in public hospitals has been received and is being 
examined in my Department. It is a comprehensive examination of private activity in public 
hospitals and contains a small number of recommendations. When the recommendations have 
been examined and considered in my Department and by other relevant Government Depart-
ments, it is intended to bring proposals to Government and to publish the Report thereafter.

22/05/2019WRF01400Disabilities Assessments

22/05/2019WRF01500147. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the waiting lists for as-
sessments of needs under the Disability Act 2005 by county in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [22178/19]

22/05/2019WRF01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
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es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

22/05/2019WRF01700Disabilities Assessments

22/05/2019WRF01800148. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if assessments of needs 
under the Disability Act 2005 are dealt with on a national chronological order or otherwise; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [22179/19]

22/05/2019WRF01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

22/05/2019WRF02000Hospital Staff Recruitment

22/05/2019WRF02100149. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the position regarding staffing 
positions at University Hospital Waterford (details supplied); when the positions will be filled; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22189/19]

22/05/2019WRF02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

22/05/2019WRF02300UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

22/05/2019WRF02400150. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the additional health service 
resources that will be required for the ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of Per-
sons with Disabilities. [22191/19]

22/05/2019WRF02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As Minister 
of State for Disabilities I was pleased to ratify the UNCRPD for Ireland in April of last year, 
2018.  The Convention provides that people with disabilities should have the same rights as ev-
eryone else and should be provided with the practical supports to make that aspiration a reality. 

It requires us to change our approach to services for people with disabilities by putting the 
person’s civil and human rights first and putting the resources in place to that end. Ratifying the 
Convention offers us an opportunity to reassess our attitudes to people with disabilities and to 
place a renewed focus on their place in society, to rebalance the right of people with disabilities 
to make decisions for themselves, rather than have decisions made for them. The Optional Pro-
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tocol will be ratified following the completion of the first reporting cycle under the Convention, 
which I am informed by my officials in the Department of Justice and Equality  will be in the 
next two years or so.  

In the context of health services, this year we will spend some €1.9bn on services for people 
with a disability. We will continue to improve services and increase supports for people with 
disabilities, with a particular focus on supports at key transition points such as going to school, 
progressing to further training or education, or moving into a new home.  

In 2019 our disability health services will provide residential services to around 8,500 peo-
ple with disabilities at approximately 1,100 locations. We now have less than 2,200 people 
with a disability living in congregated settings. A further 160 people are expected to move to 
community living in 2019, as we prioritise the moving of people from old style institutions 
into modern community living homes. An extra €10m provided last year has delivered 12 new 
dedicated respite houses, and the provision of alternative respite services to over 2,000 children 
and adults. 

This year, the HSE expects to provide over 182,000 respite nights and 32,662 respite day 
sessions. 1.63m PA hours for 2,535 people and just under 3.08m home support hours for 8,094 
people. 

The HSE also expects to provide 90 new residential emergency places and day service sup-
ports for at least 1,500 young people leaving school/rehab training. 100 additional therapy posts 
were secured as part of Budget 2019, and these will be used to address delays in conducting 
Assessments of Need.

In addition, the Department of Health is continuing to progress Heads of Bill to provide 
legislative clarity and procedural safeguards in regard to deprivation of liberty.  In developing 
its approach, the Department is aiming to strike the right balance between providing the ap-
propriate levels of protection for individuals on the one hand and ensuring that the approach is 
practical and workable on the other.   

The Department continues to address a number of complex legal and policy issues which 
have arisen during the drafting process and every effort is being made to progress this legisla-
tion as quickly as possible.

22/05/2019WRF02600Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

22/05/2019WRF02700151. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health when he expects the practice 
of admitting children and young persons to adult mental health units to cease. [22192/19]

22/05/2019WRF02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

22/05/2019WRF02900Home Help Service Data

22/05/2019WRF03000152. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the number of extra home 
help hours that were provided in 2018 relative to 2017; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22193/19]

22/05/2019WRF03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
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matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

22/05/2019WRF03200Health Services Staff Recruitment

22/05/2019WRF03300153. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if he will report on recruit-
ment initiatives in CH07, particularly in lakeview unit, Naas Hospital and CAMHS in Kildare 
town; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22194/19]

22/05/2019WRF03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

22/05/2019WRF03500Vaccination Programme

22/05/2019WRF03600154. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health his plans to promote an in-
creased uptake of the flu vaccine across all categories of persons and not only those deemed at 
risk; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22195/19]

22/05/2019WRF03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Vaccination remains the most effective 
means of preventing infection by seasonal influenza viruses and can reduce severe disease that 
can lead to hospitalisation and death.

The influenza vaccine is most effective when circulating viruses are well-matched with vi-
ruses contained in vaccines.  Due to the constant evolving nature of influenza viruses, the WHO 
Global Influenza Surveillance and Response System – a system of National Influenza Centres 
and WHO Collaborating Centres around the world – continuously monitors the influenza vi-
ruses circulating in humans and updates the composition of influenza vaccines twice a year.  
These recommendations are used by national vaccine regulatory agencies and pharmaceutical 
companies to develop, produce and license influenza vaccines.  

The influenza vaccine purchased by the HSE is based on WHO advice.  Composition of 
influenza virus vaccines for use in the northern hemisphere during the flu season is given for 
both quadrivalent and trivalent vaccines.  Trivalent influenza vaccines contain two influenza A 
viruses and one influenza B virus, which have been offered to individuals in Ireland who are 
65 years of age or older, those with long-term medical conditions, healthcare professionals and 
pregnant women.  The trivalent vaccine used in Ireland during the 2018/19 influenza season is 
the most widely used influenza vaccine in Europe.  It also provides good protection against the 
influenza A strain viruses that are circulating this season as most hospitalisations are associated 
with influenza A.  It is expected that approximately one million people in Ireland will have re-
ceived the trivalent vaccine during the 2018/19 influenza season. 

The HSE reviews and updates its influenza plans, including the communications strategy, 
taking into account lessons learned from previous years, with a view to targeting key groups to 
create the greatest impact in terms of people receiving the influenza vaccine.

The WHO announced on 21 February 2019 its recommendation for the composition of 
influenza virus vaccines for use in the 2019/20 northern hemisphere influenza season   for the 
quadrivalent vaccine.  The WHO recommends that egg based quadrivalent vaccines for use in 
the 2019/20 northern hemisphere influenza season contain the following virus strains:

- an A/Brisbane/02/2018 (H1N1)pdm09-like virus;
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- an A/Kansas/14/2017 (H3N2)-like virus; *

- a B/Colorado/06/2017-like virus (B/Victoria/2/87 lineage); and

- a B/Phuket/3073/2013-like virus (B/Yamagata/16/88 lineage).

* The A(H3N2) component was recommended by the WHO on 21 March 2019.

The HSE National Immunisation Office and HSE Procurement are responsible for the pur-
chase of influenza vaccines each year.  To ensure adequate vaccine supply, a tender process 
must be completed 9 months in advance of the first delivery into Ireland (which occurs at the 
end of August).  The procurement process for the 2019/20 influenza vaccine season has already 
taken place with a decision to purchase the quadrivalent influenza vaccine only for the 2019/20 
season.  The effect of this decision is that all persons requiring influenza vaccines in 2019/20 
will receive the quadrivalent vaccine.  Quadrivalent vaccines include a 2nd influenza B virus in 
addition to the 2 influenza A viruses found in trivalent vaccines.  The provision of a quadriva-
lent vaccine during the next influenza season will offer a substantially greater level of protec-
tion to the population when compared to the trivalent vaccine provided in recent years.

22/05/2019WRF03800Treatment Benefit Scheme Data

22/05/2019WRF03900155. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the number of persons from 
County Kildare that have applied for the treatment abroad scheme in 2017; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [22196/19]

22/05/2019WRF04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly. 

22/05/2019WRF04100Health Services Staff Recruitment

22/05/2019WRF04200156. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health his plans to retain and recruit 
frontline staff in the health services, including nurses; the number of nursing staff needed in 
public national hospitals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22197/19]

22/05/2019WRF04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

22/05/2019WRF04400Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

22/05/2019WRF04500157. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the updated timeframe for 
the refurbishment of the HSE owned day care centre on Drogheda Street, Monasterevin, Coun-
ty Kildare further to the appointment of the design team for the project; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22198/19]

22/05/2019WRF04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of public healthcare services and infrastructure projects, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to you in relation to this matter.

22/05/2019WRF04700Medical Card Appeals
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22/05/2019WRF04800158. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of an appeal by a per-
son (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22209/19]

22/05/2019WRF04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

22/05/2019WRF05000Cannabis for Medicinal Use

22/05/2019WRF05100159. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Health the barriers to the introduction 
of the access programme for medicinal cannabis; when the access programme will be finalised; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22218/19]

22/05/2019WRF05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Good progress is being made in establishing 
the Medical Cannabis Access Programme:

1. clinical guidelines have been drawn up and published, 

2. secondary legislation is being drafted, 

3. cannabis products for use under the Programme, once reviewed as suitable for medical 
use, will be published on an ‘approved list’.

The Programme aims to facilitate access to certain ‘acceptable’ cannabis products which 
have not been authorised as medicines by a statutory  Medicines Competent Authority. Such 
products are not subject to the same rigorous safety, quality and efficacy standards that are in 
place for  medicines, nor are the producers subject to the same responsibilities as the marketing 
authorisation holders for authorised medicines. 

Availability of cannabis products that are of an appropriate quality standard and  are afford-
able to patients is critical in establishing the access programme. Officials in my department are 
working intensively on finding solutions to the supply of appropriate products for Irish patients.

In the meantime it is open to a medical practitioner wishing to prescribe  cannabis for medi-
cal purposes for an individual patient under their care, to apply to the Minister for Health for a 
licence, under Section  14 of The Misuse of Drugs Acts 1977 to 2016 and the Regulations made  
thereunder. 

It should be noted that  it is the decision of the clinician, in consultation with their patient, 
to prescribe or not prescribe a particular treatment for a patient  under their care. 

The Department of  Health website contains detailed information on medical cannabis, in-
cluding clinical guidance on the use of medical cannabis. It is continuously updated.

22/05/2019WRF05300Hospital Appointments Status

22/05/2019WRF05400160. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
can expect to receive a mammogram at University Hospital Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22229/19]

22/05/2019WRF05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
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individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

22/05/2019WRG00200Health Services Provision

22/05/2019WRG00300161. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if there are supports such as 
home help available to families struggling to cope with newly born triplets; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [22232/19]

22/05/2019WRG00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

22/05/2019WRG00500HSE Staff

22/05/2019WRG00600162. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a lump 
sum payment in respect of a former employee of the HSE (details supplied). [22234/19]

22/05/2019WRG00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

22/05/2019WRG00800Transport Support Scheme

22/05/2019WRG00900163. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the progress made on a 
replacement scheme for the mobility allowance and motorised transport grant; the steps taken 
to date in finalising a new scheme since the old schemes were closed over six years ago; the 
remaining measures to be undertaken in order to finalise a new scheme as soon as possible; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [22235/19]

22/05/2019WRG01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Deputy 
will be familiar with the background to the closure of both the Mobility Allowance and Moto-
rised Transport Grant schemes in February 2013.

On foot of a Government Decision, the Health Service Executive has continued to pay an 
equivalent monthly payment of up to €208.50, to those who were in receipt of the Mobility Al-
lowance at the time that the scheme closed, (now 3,790 persons at January 2019), pending the 
establishment of a new statutory transport support scheme.

With regard to the proposals for a new Health (Transport Support) Bill, the Deputy may be 
aware that my colleague, the Minister for Health and I, brought a Memorandum to Government 
on proposals for a new Transport Support Payment Scheme.  Following consideration of the 
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matter, it was decided to withdraw the Memorandum from the Cabinet Agenda at that time.  I 
intend to revert to Government in due course with revised proposals to reflect the discussions 
at that Cabinet meeting and further discussions between myself and Minister Harris on the best 
way to progress the Transport Scheme.

It is important to note that the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers scheme, operated 
by the Revenue Commissioners, remains in place.  This scheme provides VRT and VAT relief, 
an exemption from road tax and a fuel grant to drivers and passengers with a disability, who 
qualify under the relevant criteria set out in governing regulations made by the Minister for 
Finance. Specifically adapted vehicles driven by persons with a disability are also exempt from 
payment of tolls on national roads and toll bridges. Transport Infrastructure Ireland has respon-
sibility for this particular scheme.

There are improvements in access to a range of transport support schemes available to 
persons with disabilities in the State and on-going work is being carried out by Government 
Departments, agencies and transport providers to further improve access to public transport ser-
vices. Under the National Disability Inclusion Strategy, the Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport has responsibility for the continued development of accessibility and availability of 
public transport for people with a disability.

22/05/2019WRG01100Hospital Appointments Status

22/05/2019WRG01200164. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment at Cork University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22238/19]

22/05/2019WRG01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

22/05/2019WRG01400Disability Support Services Provision

22/05/2019WRG01500165. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an application 
for extra hours of care by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22269/19]

22/05/2019WRG01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
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es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

22/05/2019WRG01700Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Staff

22/05/2019WRG01800166. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the ap-
pointment of registered general nurses to CAMHS for phlebotomy services in County Wexford; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22279/19]

22/05/2019WRG01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

22/05/2019WRG02000Hospital Equipment

22/05/2019WRG02100167. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the reason a MRI scanner (de-
tails supplied) is still lying idle after two years. [22280/19]

22/05/2019WRG02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of public healthcare services and infrastructure projects, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to you in relation to this matter.

22/05/2019WRG02300Beef Industry

22/05/2019WRG02400168. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
Department has a role in relation to Halal certification; if there is a Halal certified slaughter-
house here; and if so, the names of the slaughterhouses. [22214/19]

22/05/2019WRG02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The provision 
of Halal certification on particular consignments for both EU and Third Country destinations is 
the responsibility of the Food Business Operator, and is a commercial consideration in which 
my Department has no role. 

Halal certificates must be obtained from an Islamic society which is deemed acceptable by 
the importing authorities in the country of destination. Halal certification is provided in Ireland 
by various private sector enterprises. 

22/05/2019WRG02600Beef Industry

22/05/2019WRG02700169. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
requirement criteria for Irish beef for certification by the Chinese Certification and Accredita-
tion Agency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22215/19]

22/05/2019WRG02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In April 2017, 
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I agreed a Protocol on the export of beef from Ireland to China with the Minister responsible for 
the Chinese General Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine (AQ-
SIQ), following negotiations between both Departments. This Protocol contains the terms and 
conditions for the export of beef to China.   

A revised veterinary health certificate for Irish meat being exported to China came into 
force on June 1st 2018.  This replaced a previous veterinary health certificate for pigmeat being 
exported to China and coincided with the commencement of beef exports to China.  The certifi-
cate states that the product being exported must be produced in line with the Protocol that has 
been agreed between Ireland and China. 

In the case of beef being exported, this must be frozen boneless beef, from cattle aged under 
30 months at slaughter and the animals from which the meat is derived must have been born, 
raised and slaughtered in Ireland.  The live cattle from which the frozen beef to be exported to 
China is derived, must originate from farms where there has been no clinical cases detected of 
various diseases historically, including BSE or detected within the past 12 months, including 
tuberculosis (TB).  Therefore beef can be exported from herds that historically have had TB, as 
long as it was not within the last 12 months.

Beef can only be exported from a plant that has been approved by the Chinese authorities 
and listed on their website.  In line with the current Chinese legislation, exporting plants require 
an on-site inspection visit by the Chinese inspectors prior to being approved. 

22/05/2019WRG02900National Broadband Plan

22/05/2019WRG03000170. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the roll out of the national broadband plan at a location (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22181/19]

22/05/2019WRG03100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The purpose of the National Broadband Plan is to ensure that over 1.1 million of our 
citizens in rural Ireland have the same opportunity to participate in the digital society as citizens 
living in urban areas. The availability of ubiquitous high speed broadband will bring significant 
benefits in areas of e-Health, e-Education, smart farming, regional development and tourism. 
The premises referenced by the Deputy is in the AMBER area on the National Broadband Plan 
(NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s website at www.
broadband.gov.ie  .

The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led Intervention under 
the NBP. 

This intervention is the subject of the procurement process to engage a company to build, 
operate and maintain the NBP State intervention network. Following rigorous evaluation by my 
Department, I recently brought a recommendation to Government to confer Preferred Bidder 
status on Granahan McCourt, the remaining bidder in the NBP procurement process and Gov-
ernment agreed to this at its meeting on 7 May.

The Government Decision means that it is intended to award the State Intervention contract 
to the Bidder. This award is subject to contract close including finalisation of financial and legal 
documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network will commence shortly after 
that. The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years 
from the beginning of deployment
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In the first year of this roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Con-
nection Points (BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be 
deployed in each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, 
enhancing online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these 
locations. 

A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once the contract is signed. The 
Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises by end of the second year of the overall deployment, 
with 70-100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed. 

I will ask my Department to make direct contact with the Deputy’s constituent. 

22/05/2019WRG03200Climate Change Adaptation Plans

22/05/2019WRG03300171. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if his officials are involved in climate change initiatives. [22084/19]

22/05/2019WRG03400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department currently has a total of 66 staff assigned to climate and related en-
ergy policy functions, across eight separate divisions. This staff complement has significant 
experience in developing and implementing climate and energy policy at international, EU, 
national, regional and local levels. In addition to its own staff, the Department also has ac-
cess to scientific and technical advice in agencies under its aegis to assist it in delivering the 
Government’s climate policy objectives.    The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is the 
competent authority in Ireland for the preparation and annual publication of official inventories 
and projections of greenhouse gas emissions, and for reporting this data to the European Union 
and to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. The Oireachtas receives 
a summary of the most recent inventory and projections prepared by the EPA each year in the 
Annual Transition Statement, which I am required to prepare and submit in accordance with the 
Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015.

The EPA also provides a range of expert scientific and technical advice on climate change to 
the Government. The EPA supports the Department in representing Ireland at relevant meetings 
of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. The EPA also undertakes a 
number of climate-related research and awareness activities, including the provision of support 
for the delivery of activities under the National Dialogue on Climate Action. The EPA also pro-
duces, in accordance with its statutory mandate, a quadrennial State of the Environment Report 
which provides an integrated assessment of the overall quality of Ireland’s environment, the 
pressures being placed on it and the societal responses to current and emerging environmental 
issues. The last such report was published in 2016, includes a specific focus on climate change, 
and is available from the EPA’s website.

The Department is also supported in the delivery of its policy objectives for the decarboni-
sation of the energy sector by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). In addition 
to the delivery of a range of programmes and schemes on behalf of the Department, the func-
tions of SEAI include the preparation of national energy statistics and projections. SEAI also 
undertakes national energy modelling functions, informed, inter alia, by data collected from the 
various schemes and programmes that it administers.  SEAI had a total of 91 staff as at the end 
of December 2018. The EPA had a total of 410 staff at that time. While it is difficult to fully 
disaggregate the number of EPA staff working on climate issues, the EPA estimate this at 32.

The work of both EPA and SEAI inform, in turn, the wider work of the Technical Re-
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search and Modelling (TRAM) Group, which provides the overall framework for the provision 
of technical capacity to Government Departments for climate action policy development and 
implementation. 

TRAM was established on foot of a Government Decision in 2015 and its membership 
comprises technical experts from relevant Government Departments and Agencies. In addition, 
representatives of externally contracted bodies providing modelling and analytical support may 
participate in TRAM meetings. To date, these services have been provided by the ESRI, UCC, 
UCD and EnvEcon. 

22/05/2019WRG03500National Broadband Plan

22/05/2019WRG03600172. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the equity being invested in the national broadband plan; the way in which 
the plan is being financed; the way in which the consortium awarded preferred bidder status is 
being financed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22220/19]

22/05/2019WRG03700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): National Broadband Ireland (NBI) is a new entity established by Granahan McCourt 
for the purposes of delivering the NBP. It is this company that will be the signatory to the NBP 
Contract.    The equity of NBI will be invested in NBI via a holding company as would be typi-
cal for projects such as this. The holding company will be wholly owned by Granahan McCourt 
Dublin (Ireland) Limited.

The Bidder will initially commit to invest a minimum level of up to €220 million including 
equity funding and working capital requirements. This is made up of €175 million from Tetrad 
Corporation and the rest from Granahan McCourt (Dublin) Ireland Ltd.

Granahan McCourt Dublin (Ireland) Limited and Tetrad Corporation are the investors re-
sponsible for providing all of the equity, working capital, performance related security and 
project deliverables.

22/05/2019WRG03800Broadband Service Provision

22/05/2019WRG03900173. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if an agreement has been reached in relation to the provision of broadband to 
rural areas that are awaiting the service; the average cost per linear metre to each household in 
which the high speed fibre is on a public road; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22221/19]

22/05/2019WRG04000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector. In 
2012, less than 700,000, or 30% of Irish premises had access to high speed broadband. Today, 
74% of the 2.4 million premises in Ireland can access high speed broadband.  The State inter-
vention is the subject of the procurement process to engage a company to build, operate and 
maintain the NBP State intervention network. I recently brought a recommendation to Govern-
ment to confer Preferred Bidder status on Granahan McCourt, the remaining bidder in the NBP 
procurement process and Government agreed to this. The company established to deliver the 
NBP is called National Broadband Ireland (NBI).

The Government Decision of 7 May 2019 means that it is intended to award the State In-
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tervention contract to NBI. This award is subject to the contract close, including finalisation 
of financial and legal documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network to the 
540,000 premises in the intervention area will commence shortly after that. 

In the first year of roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Connection 
Points (BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed 
in each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, enhancing 
online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these locations. 
The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises at the end of the second year, with 70-100,000 
passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

The design of the NBP State intervention network calls for both overhead and underground 
sections of cable and the final ‘drop’ cable used to make the final connection to premises (ei-
ther overhead or underground ). The number of fibre strands in a particular section will depend 
on the route design. Each route is specifically designed following a detailed site survey and 
the route cables are dimensioned to cater for existing and planned (at the time of deployment) 
premises. The cable dimensioning will include an additional fibre allowance to cater for future 
capacity requirements. 

The cost of roll out per linear metre is information which is commercially sensitive within 
the telecommunications sector, as this fibre is sourced on the open commercial market. To 
disclose such information could allow suppliers to gain an unfair advantage and be disadvanta-
geous to the National Broadband Plan (NBP) State intervention as a whole.

22/05/2019WRG04100National Broadband Plan

22/05/2019WRG04200174. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he will consider the use of ESB poles in relation to the national broadband 
plan for those properties not within reach of a telecom pole; if he will consider involving the 
ESB in allowing its infrastructure to be used in connecting hard to reach households; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22222/19]

22/05/2019WRG04300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): As is required under State Aid guidelines, the procurement process for the NBP was 
technology neutral. Fibre was proposed by the bidders in the process as the best solution, which 
involves deployment of fibre cable along poles and ducts within the intervention area.  Also 
under State Aid guidelines as much as possible of the network build will comprise the re-use 
of existing infrastructure. To align with this requirement, the company to be set up to deploy 
and manage the network, National Broadband Ireland, will rent this infrastructure from exist-
ing infrastructure owners. Infrastructure re-use in this manner ensures the State complies with 
State Aid guidelines, environmental sustainability best practice, and minimises costs. Having 
considered the options available regarding the re-use of infrastructure the bidder proposed to 
predominantly re-use eir’s existing regulated infrastructure.

However, the ESB network may still used by National Broadband Ireland where it is more 
effective than using the eir pole and duct network, including in the circumstances referred to by 
the Deputy in his question.

22/05/2019WRG04400Smarter Transport

22/05/2019WRG04500175. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the schemes 



Questions - Written Answers

64

and the allocated funding of each from the capital expenditure from his Department between 
1 January and 31 December 2018, under the heading of B8.1 smarter travel sustainable urban 
transport. [22354/19]

22/05/2019WRG04600178. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the schemes 
and the allocated funding of each from the capital expenditure of his Department between 1 
January and 31 December 2018 under the heading AB8.1 smarter travel and sustainable urban 
transport. [22176/19]

22/05/2019WRG04700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 175 and 178 together.

As the Deputy may be aware I have secured significantly improved funding over the period 
2018-2021 which will benefit both cycling and walking through funding provided under my 
Department’s Smarter Travel/Sustainable Urban Transport programme and the Cycling / Walk-
ing programme.

In 2018 there was approximately €19.4million provided under the Smarter Travel / Sustain-
able Urban Transport programme.

The breakdown of that expenditure was - 

- €2.6million on Smarter Travel measures and €16.8million on Sustainable Urban Transport.

The Smarter Travel programme comprises a number of smaller sub-programmes funded by 
my Department and the breakdown is provided in the table below -  

Smarter Travel Programme Amount 
€m

 Bike Week  € 0.39
 Smarter Travel Areas  € 0.49
 Mobility  € 1.06
 Active Travel Towns  € 0.24
 Interreg  € 0.42
 Total:  € 2.6 m

Details of individual projects funded under the Sustainable Urban Transport programme  
are managed by the National Transport Authority. I have therefore referred your question to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply in relation to that programme. Please advise my private office if 
you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

  Question No. 176 answered with Question No. 77.

22/05/2019WRG04800Road Improvement Schemes

22/05/2019WRG04900177. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if discus-
sions have taken place on providing funding for the east-west link road and rural roads in gen-
eral; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17896/19]

22/05/2019WRG05000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Proposals to deliver 
an upgraded East-West route linking Dundalk to Sligo, taking in Cavan, involve linking ele-
ments of the national road network and regional roads along as direct a route as possible. Es-
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sentially the route involves upgrade/realignment works on the regional routes from Dundalk to 
Cavan and on national routes from Cavan to Sligo. 

As regards the regional road aspect of the proposal which are the subject of this PQ, the 
improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads in its area is a statutory function of 
local authorities in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act, 1993.  Works 
on such roads are a matter for the relevant local authority to be funded from its own resources 
supplemented by State road grants.  

My Department provided funding to Cavan County Council (acting as lead authority with 
Monaghan and Louth County Councils) with over €2m in the period 2007-2014 to progress the 
regional road element of the project to preliminary design. 

This year I gave an allocation of €100,000 to Cavan County Council to enable the Council 
to undertake a detailed appraisal, in line with the current requirements in the Public Spending 
Code and the Capital Investment Framework, of the Cavan to Dundalk section of the route.  The 
aim of this appraisal would be to assess the extent to which the scheme or elements of it can be 
justified in terms of appraisal and advanced for further consideration in relation to schemes for 
development post 2021.  Preparation of the appraisal is the responsibility of the Council.

Question No. 178 answered with Question No. 175.

22/05/2019WRG05200Corporate Governance

22/05/2019WRG05300179. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
the ongoing investigation into the management practices at an organisation (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22180/19]

22/05/2019WRG05400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I refer the Deputy to 
my response to Parliamentary Question No. 70, Ref. 22033/19,.provided earlier today. 

22/05/2019WRG05500Services for People with Disabilities

22/05/2019WRG05600180. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if in-
quiries will be made with the NTA and Bus Éireann if the new bus associated infrastructure be-
ing rolled out in Sligo town in 2019 on the S1 and S2 bus stops will be more disability friendly 
and accessible; if persons with visual impairments will be able to read the new timetable better 
than before; if these new timetables will be able to be read clearly by persons in wheelchairs 
in view of  the difference in heights required; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22212/19]

22/05/2019WRG05700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport. 

Under the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008, the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
has functional responsibility for promoting the development of an integrated, accessible public 
transport network.

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have forwarded your question to the 
NTA for direct reply to you.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.
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22/05/2019WRG05800Rail Network Maintenance

22/05/2019WRG05900181. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
Irish Rail will provide maintenance to the railway line at the back of Maugheraboy Estate in 
County Sligo in view of the complaint from neighbours that the vegetation on the fencing sepa-
rating the houses and the rail line have become overgrown and in need of attention; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22230/19]

22/05/2019WRG06000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I am responsible for policy and overall funding for public transport.  
The maintenance of hedgerows along the rail network is an operational matter for Iarnród Éire-
ann and is carried out by the company in accordance with its statutory remit.  

I have therefore forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply. Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

Questions Nos. 182 to 184, inclusive, answered with Question No. 54.

22/05/2019WRH00200Tourism Industry

22/05/2019WRH00300185. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the extent to which he expects the tourism sector to grow in 2019 nationally in addition to the 
greater Dublin area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22258/19]

22/05/2019WRH00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Tourism has enjoyed 
a number of years of growth in Ireland, with revenue from overseas visitors to Ireland reaching 
record levels in 2018, at over €5 billion.

As the Deputy is aware, official statistics on tourism are published by the Central Statistics 
Office. Overseas visitor data released by the CSO for the early part of 2019 shows that there is 
continued growth in visitor numbers which indicates that further growth in overseas revenue 
will be delivered this year broadly in line with Tourism Ireland’s 6% target for the island of 
Ireland. 

In accordance with the Tourism Action Plan 2019-2021, which I published in late 2018, 
Tourism Ireland is this year rolling out a new tourism brand campaign for the island of Ireland. 
This campaign, called Fill Your Heart with Ireland, is placing a greater emphasis on regional 
growth and season extension through the promotion of outdoor activities, Ireland’s develop-
ing food experiences, and will help build the attractiveness of some of our less well-known 
attractions and regions internationally. This initiative will help to deliver further growth in the 
regions outside of Dublin.

22/05/2019WRH00500Tourism Promotion

22/05/2019WRH00600186. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which the development of tourist packages is being encouraged with particular refer-
ence to attracting and accommodating visitors from Europe and globally; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22259/19]

22/05/2019WRH00700187. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which specific holiday packages are being created here to attract visitors from Japan, 
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China and other locations globally that frequent other tourist locations throughout Europe; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [22260/19]

22/05/2019WRH00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 186 and 187 together.

 My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies primarily in the area of developing national 
tourism policy and the tourism agencies (Tourism Ireland and Fáilte Ireland) deal with the 
implementation of this policy. Tourism Ireland is responsible for marketing the island of Ireland 
overseas as a holiday and business tourism destination. 

While neither my Department nor Tourism Ireland has any role in the development of spe-
cific holiday packages for overseas visitors to Ireland – this is a matter for individual tour op-
erators – Tourism Ireland actively engages with international tour operators and travel agents 
to encourage them to include Ireland in their programmes. It also facilitates Irish tourism en-
terprises to meet and do business with international tour operators and travel agents through 
in-market sales missions and events. 

In relation to the specific markets cited by the Deputy, I provided increased funding to Tour-
ism Ireland in Budget 2019 to allow it to, inter alia, commence implementing market strate-
gies for growth this year both in new and emerging markets, such as China and Japan, and in 
Germany. 

22/05/2019WRH01000National Roads Authority Projects

22/05/2019WRH01100188. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
timetable for the provision and upgrading of various traffic routes nationally and throughout 
the greater Dublin area in the context of Project Ireland 2040; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [22261/19]

22/05/2019WRH01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): With regard to the 
issue of national roads, as Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for 
overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 
1993-2015, the planning, design and construction/upgrading timetables for individual nation-
al roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local 
authorities concerned.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question concerning national roads to TII 
for a more detailed reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 
10 working days.

As the Deputy is aware, the NTA’s Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area provides 
the overarching framework for the planning and delivery of transport infrastructure and ser-
vices for Dublin over the next two decades including those investment priorities identified in 
the NDP. Addressing urban congestion on both the strategic road network and locally in certain 
locations is an important theme in the Strategy. The measures proposed are linked to an analysis 
of current and projected levels of travel demand across the region. In light of the NTA’s respon-
sibility in this matter, I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for further update.

Implementation of the Regional and Local road improvement projects is the responsibility 
of the relevant road authority with grant support from my Department.   

As it will be some years before funding under the Capital Plan builds up to the level re-
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quired to maintain the Regional and Local road network in a steady state condition, expenditure 
continues to be primarily directed towards maintenance and renewal work.  The Capital Plan 
upgrade projects are being implemented on a phased basis as budgets allow and as projects are 
advanced through the project development stages by the relevant road authorities.  

The major Regional and Local road projects anticipated for completion in 2019 are: 

- R407 Sallins Bypass (Q4 2019/Q1 2020)  

- Portlaoise Southern Distributor Road 

- Dingle Relief Road 

- Grange Castle Business Park, Adamstown (R120) and Nangor Road (R134)

 The other Regional and Local road projects will be progressed as the necessary phases are 
completed including planning consents, land acquisition and procurement and as funding can 
be made available by my Department.

22/05/2019WRH01300Traffic Management

22/05/2019WRH01400189. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
degree to which his Department monitors the various traffic routes nationally with a view to 
ensuring advancement of upgrading proposals before reaching gridlock; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22262/19]

22/05/2019WRH01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): With regard to the is-
sue of national roads, as Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for over-
all policy and funding in relation the National Roads Programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-
2015, the planning, design, construction and upgrading of individual national roads is a matter 
for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred your question concerning national roads to TII for 
a more detailed and direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 working days.

I can also advise that, implementation of the Regional and Local road improvement projects 
(including traffic monitoring) is the responsibility of the  relevant road authority. 

22/05/2019WRH01600Sports Events

22/05/2019WRH01700190. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
degree to which provision continues to be made to capitalise on international sporting events as 
a means of expanding tourism here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22263/19]

22/05/2019WRH01800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The hosting of major sports competitions, both participative and spectator sports, 
can provide great opportunities to showcase Ireland and drive international visitor numbers.  In 
addition, the media coverage of sports events helps to put Ireland onto travel itineraries as a 
holiday destination.  

Accordingly, I am very supportive of the work of the tourism agencies and the national gov-
erning bodies of sport to attract international events, subject, of course, to an assessment of the 
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costs and benefits involved in any State financial support, in particular the number of overseas 
visitors.  

Fáilte Ireland provides financial assistance, subject to eligibility criteria, to applicants who 
are proposing to bid to host international events (including sporting events) in Ireland that 
would attract significant numbers of international visitors.  When an event with international 
tourism appeal is confirmed for Ireland, Tourism Ireland would then promote it in relevant 
markets overseas.  

In terms of forthcoming sporting events, Ireland will host four games as part of the UEFA 
EURO 2020 football tournament in June 2020 - three group games and one round of 16 game.  
The bid to host was a collaborative effort between the Football Association of Ireland, Dublin 
City Council and my Department.  Depending on qualification, up to 160,000 overseas visitors 
may attend Euro 2020 matches in Dublin.  Ireland is also currently hosting the UEFA European 
Under 17 Championships.

Minister Ross and I also support efforts to explore possibilities to host other major sporting 
events.  With regard to soccer, we welcomed the announcement by the FAI and IFA of their 
intention to submit a joint bid to host the UEFA European Under 21 Championships in 2023.  
In addition, the national football associations of the United Kingdom and Ireland are in discus-
sions about the feasibility of bidding to host the 2030 FIFA World Cup.  This consideration is 
at an early stage.  

In the sport of golf, Minister Ross and Department officials met with representatives of the 
PGA European Tour at the Ryder Cup in Paris last year to discuss the possible hosting of a fu-
ture Ryder Cup in Ireland.  The PGA European Tour subsequently visited Dublin and met the 
Taoiseach and Minister Ross.  The purpose of these meetings was to explore the opportunities 
that may exist for hosting the Ryder Cup in the future and considerations are ongoing in this 
regard.  

Sport Ireland and Failte Ireland have both supported the bid to host the European Cross-
Country Championship which was successfull and now will be hosted in Dublin in December 
2020.  

22/05/2019WRH01900Tourism Policy

22/05/2019WRH02000191. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which business and winter tourism can be explored with a view to maximising growth 
under various headings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22264/19]

22/05/2019WRH02100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): My Department remains very committed to growing both the business and winter 
tourism sectors.  

Business Tourism is a very lucrative tourism sector. Fáilte Ireland is responsible for posi-
tioning Ireland as a world class Meeting, Incentive, and Conference and Events (MICE) desti-
nation to grow overseas business tourism. Accordingly Fáilte Ireland is committed to growing 
business tourism sector significantly in volume and revenue over the coming years

Also, lengthening the season is an essential part of developing a sustainable tourism indus-
try into the future. Both Fáilte Ireland and Tourism Ireland are very focussed on increasing the 
seasonal spread of tourism across shoulder seasons. 



Questions - Written Answers

70

I have asked both agencies to reply directly to the Deputy with further information on this 
matter. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

22/05/2019WRH02200Sports Capital Programme Applications Data

22/05/2019WRH02300192. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he has assisted various community sporting facilities by way of major or minor 
capital grant schemes in the past three years to date nationally and in County Kildare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22265/19]

22/05/2019WRH02400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) is the primary vehicle for Government 
support for the development of sports and physical recreation facilities and the purchase of 
non-personal sports equipment throughout the country.  Grants are available to sports clubs, 
voluntary and community groups involved in sports, national governing bodies of sport, and 
local authorities.  Third level colleges,Education and Training Boards (ETBs) and schools may 
only apply for funding jointly with sports clubs or organisations.Details of all grants allocated 
and payments made under the SCP are published on a county basis on my Department’s website 
at http://www.dttas.ie/sport/english/sports-capital-programme.

The National Sports Policy which was published in July last year provided for a Large Scale 
Sport Infrastructure Fund (LSSIF) with at least €100 million available over the coming years. 
The LSSIF opened for applications on 19th November 2018 and the closing date for receipt of 
applications was 17th April 2019. 72 applications were received and my officials are currently 
undertaking an initial assessment of them. Details of all applications have been published on 
the Department’s website.

In view of the detailed information contained in each application, I am advised that it will 
take a number of months to have all of them assessed.  Accordingly, I expect that it will be to-
wards the end of this year before allocations are announced.

22/05/2019WRH02500Sports Capital Programme

22/05/2019WRH02600193. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when he expects to be in a position to proceed with the next sports capital programme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22266/19]

22/05/2019WRH02700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme closed for applications on 
Friday 19th October last.  By that deadline, a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking 
a total of €162m in funding.  

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January. 

619 equipment only applications were assessed next and 466 allocations with a value of 
€9.8m were announced to these organisations earlier this week.

Work is now underway in assessing the remaining applications for capital works.  
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Fort the first time applicants who submitted incorrect documentation under this round are 
being given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. While 
there will be no undue delay in completing the assessment process, in view of the opportunity to 
correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the detailed information 
contained in each application, it is likely to take a number of months to have all applications 
assessed. Accordingly, I expect that it may be the third quarter of this year before the full set of 
allocations under this current round of the programme are announced. 

As soon as allocations have been made, my Department will carry out a review of all aspects 
of the 2018 round of the programme to include any possible improvements for the future. This 
review will include consideration of the timing and scale of the next round but I fully expect 
that the SCP will again be open for new applications before the end of this year.

22/05/2019WRH02800Brexit Preparations

22/05/2019WRH02900194. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he is making provision for the eventuality of Brexit with particular reference to 
its implications for air and sea travel in view of the necessity to ensure easy travel access to con-
tinental Europe for Irish customers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22267/19]

22/05/2019WRH03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Brexit has been iden-
tified as my Department’s highest strategic risk and the Department, along with other Gov-
ernment Departments and key Agencies, has been preparing for Brexit for three years. This 
preparation is continuing through extensive contingency planning and stakeholder engagement. 
While planning continues for both a no-deal Brexit and the ‘central case’ scenario, the Govern-
ment’s preparations for a no-deal Brexit increased significantly in recent months in the lead up 
to the end of March as we faced a possible no-deal Brexit. 

While the full implications of Brexit for our air and maritime transport are not yet clear, I 
do not anticipate that direct maritime or direct air services by community air carriers between 
Ireland and continental Europe will be affected, even in a no-deal Brexit scenario.

That said, a significant proportion of our goods destined for EU markets are transported 
via the UK landbridge to access these markets. Brexit could impact on the efficiency of the 
landbridge route particularly where there are increased border and custom procedures and as-
sociated delays, or were the UK to subsequently apply differing standards, road charging or 
regulatory regimes. The landbridge is the fastest route to continental Europe and as such is re-
lied upon for the transport of time-sensitive products, such as those in the agri-food/perishable 
goods sector, just-in-time and high value goods. Any delays or barriers to this key route to Eu-
ropean markets will be detrimental for certain sectors. Significant work has been and continues 
to be undertaken through the Landbridge Project Group, chaired by the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade, in seeking to ensure continued access through the landbridge to markets in 
continental Europe. 

In relation to shipping, in the past shipping operators have responded to economic develop-
ments and increased or reduced capacity in response to market demands. Following a series 
of meetings between my officials and the major ferry companies operating at Irish ports, I am 
confident that shipping services can be expected to adapt to changing market demands that may 
arise and we have seen the evidence of this over recent months with the increase in shipping 
capacity on direct routes to continental ports. These services include the MV Celine which was 
last year launched from Dublin Port and will serve routes to Rotterdam and Zeebrugge and the 
MV WB Yeats, which is operating   between Dublin and Cherbourg since March 2019. Ad-
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ditionally, a new ferry route to Santander in Spain commenced from the Port of Cork in 2018.

Officials from my Department have also been heavily engaged with the work at EU-level to 
minimise the impact of a no-deal Brexit on the aviation sector. The recently adopted Regulation 
(EU) 2019/502 on common rules ensuring basic air connectivity aims to ensure the continua-
tion of a basic level of air connectivity for citizens and business between the UK and Europe in 
the event of the UK exiting the EU without an agreement. While certain provisions within this 
Regulation have entered into force, the majority will only apply if and when the UK exits the 
EU without a deal. 

In relation to infrastructural requirements, the Government’s Project Ireland 2040 recognis-
es the role and infrastructural plans of ports and airports in supporting continued enhancement 
of Ireland’s high-quality international connectivity. Key actions planned include a new runway 
for Dublin Airport, continued development of Cork and Shannon Airports, investment in Ire-
land West Airport Knock, and for smaller airports under the Regional Airports Programme. 
There will also be major development of Dublin, Cork, Shannon-Foynes and other ports, as 
well as investment in transport connectivity to ports.

22/05/2019WRH03100Railway Stations

22/05/2019WRH03200195. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
action taken to date to address the issue of the shortage of car parking spaces at Sallins train 
station, County Kildare; the progress on this issue to date; when it is expected that substantive 
action will be taken on this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22268/19]

22/05/2019WRH03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of public 
transport infrastructure and services in the Greater Dublin Area.  Iarnród Éireann receive Ex-
chequer funding via the NTA in relation to the provision of car parking at train stations on the 
heavy rail network in the GDA, including Sallins railway station. 

I have therefore forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

22/05/2019WRH03400Aftercare Services

22/05/2019WRH03500196. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the way in 
which afterschool services which focus on providing services to children from disadvantaged 
communities whose parents are unemployed will be provided in the future if the cuts planned 
under the new national childcare scheme proceed; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [22153/19]

22/05/2019WRH03600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The National 
Childcare Scheme is a new, national scheme of financial support for parents towards the cost of 
childcare.  The development of this Scheme is a significant move forward in delivering quality, 
accessible, affordable childcare to families throughout Ireland. 

The Scheme represents a fundamental shift away from subsidies grounded in medical card 
and social protection entitlements, and towards a comprehensive and progressive system of 
universal and income-based subsidies.  By making this shift and by tangibly reducing the cost 
of quality childcare for thousands of families across Ireland, the Scheme aims to improve chil-
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dren’s outcomes, support lifelong learning, make work pay and reduce child poverty. It is also 
designed to have a positive impact on gender equality in relation to labour market participation 
and employment opportunities.

The Scheme will replace the existing targeted childcare schemes with a single, streamlined 
and user-friendly scheme, providing both universal and targeted childcare subsidies.  To make 
the transition to the new Scheme as smooth as possible, families can choose to make the switch 
to the new Scheme once it launches (targeted for October/ November 2019) or can remain on 
their current childcare subsidy programme for one final year.

With regard to income-based subsidies awarded under the Scheme, parents who are work-
ing, studying or who meet certain other conditions will qualify for an enhanced-hours subsidy 
(up to a maximum of 40 hours per week).  The definitions of ‘work’ and ‘study’ will be set out 
in regulations made under the Childcare Support Act 2018 and will be comprehensive, covering 
differing types of work and study arrangements, such as part-time, week on/ week off and zero 
hour contract arrangements.  

The National Childcare Scheme will greatly increase the number of families who can access 
financial support. By removing many of the restrictive eligibility requirements of the exist-
ing programmes, a far greater number of families will be eligible for targeted, income-related 
subsidies. Many families will, for the first time, be entitled to subsidies which will reduce their 
childcare costs significantly. 

There may, however, be a small number of cases where a family who is currently receiving 
the maximum rate for full-time childcare under an existing programme, may receive less under 
the National Childcare Scheme, particularly if their child is –  in reality – receiving afterschool 
care rather than full-time childcare.  In such cases, the family can remain on their current pay-
ment in the transition period following the Scheme’s launch.  I have also directed my officials to 
undertake research and analysis to examine any adjustments to the National Childcare Scheme 
which might be required to address unusual or anomalous cases, where this is the right thing to 
do to protect and benefit lower income parents.  

In this regard, I would highlight that the new National Childcare Scheme has been designed 
to be flexible, with income thresholds, maximum hours and subsidy rates which can be adjusted 
in line with Government decisions and as more investment becomes available.  As such, any 
adjustments deemed necessary by Government can be carried out in a quick and responsive 
manner.

Finally, the Deputy may be aware that my Department also funds Educational Welfare ser-
vices which are operated by Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. The Schools Completion 
Programme regularly provides after-school services or homework clubs. These are most often 
provided in areas of disadvantage. The funding for Educational Welfare activities is unaffected 
by the National Childcare Scheme.

22/05/2019WRH03700Childcare Services

22/05/2019WRH03800197. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if supports 
will be provided to develop a centre (details supplied) in County Galway to assist childcare pro-
viders to extend or provide new childcare facilities in cases in which there is an identified need 
for additional places; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [22247/19]

22/05/2019WRH03900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Assisting child-
care providers in extending their existing childcare services, or establishing new childcare ser-
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vices, have always been key areas of focus of my Department’s capital programmes. Capital 
funding is aimed at increasing the capacity of services, creating new services and maintaining 
and improving existing services. 

Each year my Department reviews the capital programmes as a whole and determines the 
priorities for Early Learning and Care and School Age Capital grants. The capital strands have 
been made available to achieve the strategic priorities for 2019 as determined by my Depart-
ment, having regard to the funding available, developed using analysis of the current state of 
the childcare sector, learnings from previous capital programmes and feedback and input from 
stakeholders, including childcare providers and Pobal.

In 2019, I secured €6.106m in funding for the Early Learning and Care and School Age 
Childcare Capital programmes.

I am committed to ensuring childcare is affordable, accessible and of a high quality. This 
year the focus of the funding for the 2019 Early Learning and Care and School Age Capital 
programme on the expansion of early learning and care places for 0-3 year olds and school age 
childcare places where this is most needed.

 This funding will be delivered in three strands, as follows: 

- €4.231m has been allocated to Strand A  , which will offer grants of up to €50,000 in value 
to early learning and care providers for the creation of new 0-3 places where demand for these 
is clearly evidenced. 

- €0.875m has been allocated to Strand B  , which will offer individual grants of up to 
€15,000 in value to aid community/not-for-profit early learning and care services in addressing 
fire safety issues that have been highlighted in inspection reports by Tusla, the HSE or Local 
Authorities. 

- €1m has been allocated to Strand C  , which will offer individual grants of up to €20,000 
in value to school age childcare providers for the creation of new school age places where de-
mand for these is clearly evidenced.

Applications for funding was available to providers nationwide in a competitive process 
with the application window open from Monday 25 February. The application window for the 
Capital programmes closed on 27 March 2019. Pobal are currently in the process of appraising 
all applications received. 

I would like to assure you that all applications for funding will be appraised in a fair, thor-
ough and impartial manner. Decisions are due to be delivered to applicants in June 2019 in the 
hope that capital works can begin over the summer months.

As the process is ongoing I am not in a position to provide an update as to the status of any 
individual application for funding at this point. The results of the appraisal process, including 
the final decisions, will be communicated to providers directly in June 2019. 

22/05/2019WRH04000Illness Benefit Applications

22/05/2019WRH04100198. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of an application for illness benefit by a person (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [22130/19]

22/05/2019WRH04200Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
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(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Department received an application for Illness Benefit from 
the person concerned on the 02 May 2019. 

However, the person concerned is currently a qualified adult on her partner’s Jobseeker’s 
Allowance claim.  This means that her partner is in receipt of a qualified adult allowance in 
respect of her.

The monetary difference between this allowance and her Illness Benefit entitlement is cur-
rently being calculated. Once completed, her illness benefit claim will be awarded and payment 
will issue to her. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/05/2019WRH04300Working Family Payment Applications

22/05/2019WRH04400199. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of a working family payment for a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [22131/19]

22/05/2019WRH04500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is a weekly in-work payment which provides additional in-
come support to employees on low earnings with children. 

An application for WFP was received from the person concerned on 28 February 2019. 
Their application was referred to a local Social Welfare Inspector (SWI) for further clarification 
on 08 May 2019. The relevant SWI office was contacted on 17 May 2019 in relation to this ap-
plication and it has been confirmed that this case will be prioritised.

On receipt of the completed SWI report, the WFP application from the person concerned 
will be processed without delay and they will be notified of the decision.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/05/2019WRH04600Illness Benefit Payments

22/05/2019WRH04700200. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if the illness benefit section will contact the human resources department of the 
Houses of the Oireachtas (details supplied); if this error will be rectified in view of the subse-
quent effect on the tax record of the person for 2019; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [22134/19]

22/05/2019WRH04800Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned applied for Illness Benefit from the 4th 
March 2019.  She submitted a medical certificate from the 4th March 2019 to the 8th March 
2019.  This certificate was not marked as a final certificate and the Department was not in-
formed that she had returned to work.  Due to a processing error the person concerned was paid 
up to the 22nd March 2019 resulting in an overpayment. 

In all cases where an overpayment has occurred the claimant is written to by the Department 
and advised that where payment of Illness Benefit has been nominated by the person to be paid 
to their employer, the person should send a copy of the Department’s letter to their Accounts/
Payroll section so that the overpayment may be refunded by their employer to the Department. 
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I understand that official from the Department spoke with the person concerned on Friday 
17th May to advise her of the position and a copy of the overpayment letter has issued to her in 
order that she can provide it to her employer.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/05/2019WRH04900Civil Registration Service

22/05/2019WRH05000201. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when persons will be able to retrospectively register as parents as per the Civil Registration 
Bill 2019; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [22148/19]

22/05/2019WRH05100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
sections in the Civil Registration Bill 2019 concerning registration, and re-registration, of births 
of donor-conceived children will come into operation as soon as the relevant sections in Part 9 
of the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015 (CFRA 2015) are commenced. Commence-
ment of these sections is the responsibility of the Minister for Justice and Equality and, as stated 
in the Dáil during  Committee Stage of the Bill, I will be requesting that the commencement is 
made as soon as possible.

Bringing these provisions into operation also depends on commencement of Parts 2 and 3 
of CFRA 2015, which includes provisions for determination of parentage of door-conceived 
children. This is the responsibility of my colleague, the Minister for Health, who is working to 
commence these Parts before the summer recess. 

When all of this necessary legislation is commenced it will then be possible for couples to 
re-register the births of their children, on foot of a Court Order obtained under section 21 or 
section 22 in Part 2 of CFRA 2015.

The Civil Registration Service is operationally ready to carry out the re-registrations.

22/05/2019WRH05200Invalidity Pension Applications

22/05/2019WRH05300202. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if payment will issue to a person (details supplied) as soon as possible; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [22174/19]

22/05/2019WRH05400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The gentleman referred to has been awarded invalidity pension 
with effect from 28 March 2019.  Payment will issue to his nominated post office on 06 June 
2019.  Any arrears due from 28 March 2019 to 05 June 2019 (less any overlapping social wel-
fare payment) will issue as soon as possible.  The gentleman in question was notified of this 
decision on 20 May 2019.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/05/2019WRH05500Child Benefit Eligibility

22/05/2019WRH05600203. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if consideration will be given to extending the payment term of child benefit to all 
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children over 18 years of age that remain in second-level education up to leaving certificate 
examination stage; if her attention has been drawn to the fact that many children will in fact be 
18 years of age for part of their fifth year term in view of the fact that transition year is compul-
sory in some schools; and if her attention has further been drawn to the expenditure incurred in 
transition year in which child benefit would be of enormous help particularly for those having 
to meet transport costs to and from work experience in which they have to pay adult bus fares 
in view of their age. [22199/19]

22/05/2019WRH05700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Child Benefit is a monthly payment made to families with children in respect of all qualified 
children up to the age of 16 years.  The payment continues to be paid in respect of children up 
to their 18th birthday who are in full-time education, or who have a disability.  Child Benefit is 
currently paid, as of end-March 2019 to almost 632,000 families in respect of nearly 1.2 million 
children, with an estimated expenditure of more than €2 billion in 2018. 

Given the universality of Child Benefit, extending entitlement to parents of full time stu-
dents in second level education who are over 18 years of age would not be a targeted approach.  
The adoption of such a proposal would have significant cost implications and would have to be 
considered in an overall budgetary context. 

Families on low incomes may be able to avail of a number of social welfare schemes that 
support children in full-time education until the age of 22, including:  

- Increase for a Qualified Child (IQCs) with primary social welfare payments;  

- the Working Family Payment for low-paid employees with children;  

- the Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance  

These schemes provide targeted assistance that is directly linked to household income and 
thereby support low-income families with older children participating in full-time education. 

Regarding the question of transport costs for those students in transition year, it is my under-
standing that the majority of children in transition would still be under 18 and therefore Child 
Benefit is in payment.  Overall responsibility for school transport is a matter for my colleague 
the Minister for Education and Skills.

22/05/2019WRH05800Free Travel Scheme

22/05/2019WRH05900204. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the steps she is taking to ensure that the free travel pass can be used on all private 
bus operators; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [22206/19]

22/05/2019WRH06000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
free travel scheme provides free travel on the main public and private transport services for 
those eligible under the scheme.  These include road, rail and ferry services provided by com-
panies such as Bus Átha Cliath, Bus Éireann and Iarnród Éireann, as well as Luas and services 
provided by over 80 private transport operators.  

The free travel scheme was introduced in 1967. It is not operated as a public service obliga-
tion (PSO) and it does not confer any financial advantage on participating transport undertak-
ings. The scheme operates in an objective and transparent manner and on the basic premise 
that participants should be left no better or worse off as a result of the existence of the scheme.  
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To this end, compensation under the scheme is calculated on the basis of fares foregone at a 
reduced rate to take account of travel generated by the free travel scheme.  

Participation in the scheme is not compulsory for those licensed to provide public transport, 
and the criteria for such licensing is not under my Department’s remit.

There are currently over 940,000 customers with direct eligibility.  Following Budget 2019 
the funding for the free travel scheme was increased by €5 million to a total of €95 million. In 
Budget 2018 a further provision of €10 million was made available for the existing scheme to 
facilitate more private commercial operators joining the free travel scheme for the first time, 
existing participants adding more routes, and operators returning to the scheme where they had 
previously withdrawn.  My Department also provides €1.5 million in funding towards the rural 
transport programme which enables the development of better links between local/rural trans-
port, and scheduled bus/rail services.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

22/05/2019WRJ00200Commissioner of Valuation

22/05/2019WRJ00300205. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
his views on the connection between small business owners in Fingal being notified by the 
Valuations Office of a reduction in the valuation of their premises from 2020 and within days 
notification from Fingal County Council of a significant increase in their AVR from.150 to.191, 
negating the relief small businesses received from the reduced valuation. [22143/19]

22/05/2019WRJ00400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): The Commissioner of Valuation is independent in the perfor-
mance of his statutory functions and the setting of valuations for rating is his sole responsibil-
ity. I have no function in relation to decisions in this regard. The Valuation Office is currently 
engaged in a national revaluation programme, on a phased basis, the first revaluation of that 
scale, encompassing all rating authority areas, in over 160 years. 

Under the current phase of the revaluation programme, Proposed Valuation Certificates 
were issued in March 2019 to ratepayers in the Cavan, Fingal, Louth, Meath, Monaghan, Tip-
perary, Wexford and Wicklow rating authority areas.  The amount of rates payable in any cal-
endar year is a product of the valuation set by the Commissioner of Valuation and the Annual 
Rate on Valuation (ARV) decided annually by the elected members of each local authority as 
part of their reserved functions. 

The proposed valuation entered on the Proposed Valuation Certificates is not a bill for rates. 
It is a statement of the valuation that the Commissioner proposes to set with effect from 1 Janu-
ary 2020.  In order to arrive at an estimated rates liability for 2020 and subsequent years, the 
proposed valuation provided by the Valuation Office would need to be multiplied by the indica-
tive ARV published by the relevant local authority. 

The Fingal County Council rating authority area is undergoing a second revaluation in 2019, 
having initially been the subject of a revaluation in 2009. The new valuations for Fingal County 
Council will be published on 17 September 2019, and become effective for rates purposes from 
2020 onwards.

Given that the process of a revaluation involves both an adjustment to valuations and an 
adjustment to the Annual Rate on Valuation (ARV), local authorities notify ratepayers of an 
indicative ARV, when proposed valuations are issued to ratepayers, in order to help contextu-
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alise their proposed valuation and estimate their potential rates bill. The actual ARV is decided 
by the elected members of each local authority in the annual budget and its determination is a 
reserved function.

In order to ensure that the revaluation promotes equity across sectors and areas, but is also 
a revenue neutral exercise in overall terms, the Minister may limit the total amount of rates col-
lectable within the local authority area in the year following a revaluation to that collected in 
the previous year, subject to minor adjustments.

22/05/2019WRJ00500Ports Merger

22/05/2019WRJ00600206. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if a trustee elected by the members of the scheme can be vetoed by the council 
even though the members of the scheme have always elected two trustees in relation to Dún 
Laoghaire harbour; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22184/19]

22/05/2019WRJ00700207. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the reason the final accounts for Dún Laoghaire Harbour Company have not yet 
been submitted to his Department despite this being a requirement of the Harbours Act 2015; the 
action he will take in relation to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22185/19]

22/05/2019WRJ00800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 206 and 207 together.

Dún Laoghaire Harbour Company transferred to Dún Laoghaire County Council late last 
year in accordance with Sections 28 to 33 of the Harbours Act 2015, which provide, inter alia, 
for the dissolution of the Port Company and the transfer of assets, liabilities  and rights to the 
Council. Section 30 of the Act provides that staff of the Port company become employees of 
the local authority while Section 31 deals specifically with superannuation. Section 31 provides 
that staff transferred under Section 30, that were members of a superannuation scheme imme-
diately beforehand, continue to be a member of the Scheme in accordance with its terms and 
conditions in force from time to time. The scheme continues in force as if made by the local 
authority who in turn have the same powers and functions in relation to the scheme that the 
dissolved company had immediately prior to its dissolution. In this regard, I understand that the 
Council is working through the details of the transfer and issues arising that need to be resolved 
before the final accounts can be completed. 

Notwithstanding the transfer of the Harbour Company to the local authority, central Gov-
ernment responsibility for ports policy and associated issues, which remain a matter for my 
colleague, the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport.

22/05/2019WRJ01000Home Loan Scheme

22/05/2019WRJ01100208. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of applications received to date under the Rebuilding Ireland home loan 
scheme; the number and value of mortgages that have been approved; the number of mortgages 
in which some or all of the mortgage has been drawn down; the amount drawn down to date; 
the number and value of applications in the system awaiting a decision; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22205/19]

22/05/2019WRJ01200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): The 
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Housing Agency provides a central support service which assesses loan applications made to 
the local authorities and makes recommendations to the authorities as to whether loans should 
be offered to applicants.  I have asked the Agency to centrally compile figures on the numbers 
of applications that it has assessed and recommended for approval.  The most recent figures, as 
at the end of April, indicate that 3,912 applications had been assessed, of which 1,996 had been 
recommended for approval.  The value of the approvals was €373m.

My Department continues to publish information on the overall number and value of (i) 
local authority loan approvals and (ii) local authority loan drawdowns.  Information up to Q4 
2018 is available on the Department’s website at the following link: www.housing.gov.ie/hous-
ing/statistics/house-prices-loans-and-profile-borrowers/local-authority-loan-activity, and this 
information will be updated on a quarterly basis as additional data is compiled.

As with the previous local authority home loan offerings, loan applications under the Re-
building Ireland Home Loan are made directly to the local authority in whose area the property 
proposed for purchase is situated. My Department does not directly collect information on the 
number of enquiries to local authorities regarding the loan or the number of loan applications 
received by local authorities.

22/05/2019WRJ01300Water and Sewerage Schemes Funding

22/05/2019WRJ01400209. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the annual current and capital funding allocations made under the Multi-Annual Ru-
ral Water Programme 2019-2021; the 2019 allocation made for capital works on group water 
schemes; and the 2019 allocation for grant aid for private wells and septic tanks in tabular form. 
[22236/19]

22/05/2019WRJ01500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Details of the measures being funded under the Multi-annual Rural Water Programme 2019-
2021 were notified to local authorities by my Department on 8 February 2019. Local authorities 
were invited to submit their bids for the funding of schemes or projects in their functional areas, 
with the deadline for receipt of proposals set as 14 March 2019.

My Department is currently considering local authorities’ bids, including for group water 
schemes, for funding allocations. An Expert Panel has been put in place to support the evalu-
ation process. In addition to providing an expert perspective, the Panel brings independence, 
openness and transparency to the bids evaluation process which is done on a national prioritised 
basis. The Expert Panel’s membership includes Departmental, stakeholder and independent 
representation.

The Expert Panel will make recommendations to my Department on the suitability of 
schemes and projects for funding based on objective criteria which are set out in the frame-
work document issued to local authorities when requesting proposals. My Department will then 
consider the recommendations of the Panel, and based on these, will propose allocations for 
the duration of the funding cycle, for my consideration as Minister. I expect this process to be 
completed later in the second quarter of 2019.  

The Vote of my Department provides for €23 million in capital funding for the programme 
in 2019, an increase of €3 million from the previous programme which finished in 2018. A to-
tal of €75 million in capital funding has been committed to the programme under the National 
Development Plan to 2021.  

From within the capital allocation for the Multi-annual Rural Water Programme in 2019, 
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a provision of €4 million has been made for the grants scheme for individual wells and €1.25 
million in respect of on-site wastewater treatment systems (more commonly known as septic 
tanks).  These amounts will be kept under review throughout 2019, having regard to the level 
of demand.

Provision for current funding of €24 million has been made for 2019 to recoup to local au-
thorities annual subsidy payments made by them to group water schemes.

The grants schemes for individual wells and domestic wastewater treatment systems, as 
well as the annual subsidy for group water schemes, are demand-led.  Decisions on individual 
grant or subsidy approvals are made on an on-going basis by local authorities, rather than 
through a single allocation process.

22/05/2019WRJ01600EU Legislation

22/05/2019WRJ01700210. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
her views on proposed EU legislation involving restrictions on the use of lead in ammunition 
in areas of wetland; her plans to undertake consultations on the proposal; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [22128/19]

22/05/2019WRJ01800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Agreement on the Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds (AEWA) was de-
veloped under the UN Convention on Migratory Species.  Ireland signed up to the Agreement 
in 2003.  The agreement includes a commitment that “Parties shall endeavour to phase out the 
use of lead shot for hunting in wetlands as soon as possible in accordance with self-imposed 
and published timetables.”

The European Commission have published a draft Regulation for consideration by Member 
States on the use of lead shot in wetlands following a report on the matter by the European 
Chemicals Agency (ECHA).   My Department’s position is to support the AEWA commitment 
to phase out the use of lead shot over wetlands.  The draft Commission Regulation, if accepted 
by Member States, would appear reasonable in the circumstances as it is in line with the AEWA 
commitment.  It is also my understanding that the draft Regulation will provide for a generous 
lead-in time to allow hunters to make the necessary arrangements to source alternatives to lead 
shot.  

My Department had already had initial discussions with a major hunting body on the draft 
Regulation and will be engaging with other interested parties on the matter.

22/05/2019WRJ01900Licence Applications

22/05/2019WRJ02000211. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of licences granted to import animals that have been killed as a result of trophy hunting 
in each of the years 2010 to 2018 and to date in 2019; the animal to which each licence refers; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [22190/19]

22/05/2019WRJ02100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), to which Ireland is a Party, 
governs the trade in a range of endangered species of flora and fauna.  My Department is re-
sponsible for the implementation of the Wildlife Acts and the EU Wildlife Trade Regulations, 
both of which provide for the implementation of CITES in Ireland.
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The CITES Management Authority of my Department has not issued any import permits 
for hunting trophies during the period 2010 to 2018 or to date in 2019.  

In accordance with Ireland’s obligations under CITES, the import of any CITES listed ani-
mal, including parts or derivatives and trophies, must be carried out in accordance with the 
relevant Irish and EU legislation.   


