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        Questions Nos. 1 to 10, inclusive, answered orally.

  Questions Nos. 11 to 47, inclusive, resubmitted.

  Questions Nos. 48 to 54, inclusive, answered orally.

21/05/2019WRA00700Medical Waste Disposal

21/05/2019WRA0080055. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the progress made with the relevant agencies and stakeholders to deliver the annual 
support of €75 for the disposal of medical incontinence wear for vulnerable persons to help 
meet the average annual cost of disposing of domestic waste; when he expects this support to 
be implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21514/19]

21/05/2019WRA00900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department has engaged with relevant stakeholders, including representative 
organisations and public bodies, in an effort to see how best to provide the support to the tar-
get group. These bodies have also examined how health professionals and community welfare 
officers could assist the scheme. It should be noted however that none of the options around 
verification are straightforward, and we must be cognisant of data minimisation where sensitive 
personal medical information is involved.   It is disappointing that it has not yet been possible to 
implement a support measure. It is important for all those involved, including the representative 
organisations, that the support goes to the correct people and that the scheme is not dependent 
on applications that cannot be verified. 

A number of models of delivery have been explored, but challenges arose in all options. 
Significant personal data concerns, under the new GDPR arrangements, were raised in one 
case. High administration costs and procurement issues were also identified that would have 
been problematic in terms of getting the balance right between the prevention of fraudulent 
claims and the delivery of the scheme in a cost effective manner. Unfortunately, the absence of 
a database of persons who are in receipt of incontinence products from the HSE, which could 
be used to verify persons who are medically incontinent, has impacted on the delivery of a cost 
effective scheme. 

Notwithstanding the complex issues at play, which are understandable given the sensitive 
nature of the medical data in question, I would like assure the Deputy that I continue to be com-
mitted to address this issue. My Department is calling the stakeholders together on 13 June to 
discuss the matter further and a number of possible solutions to deliver this scheme.   

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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  Questions Nos. 56 to 60, inclusive, answered orally.

21/05/2019WRA01100Climate Change Policy

21/05/2019WRA0120061. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his goals and targets to meet emissions targets for 2030 in view of the climate 
emergency that has been declared on an annual basis; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21515/19]

21/05/2019WRA01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The declaration of a climate and biodiversity emergency by the Dáil on 9 May under-
lines the importance of the work currently underway to develop a new All of Government Cli-
mate Plan. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Special Report on Global Warm-
ing of 1.5°C, published last October, confirmed that the international community has a limited 
window for real action to reduce emissions to ensure that current and future generations can live 
sustainably in a low-carbon and climate-resilient world.   In response to this challenge, the All 
of Government Climate Plan will set out how this Government intends to make Ireland climate 
resilient across our entire society. This will involve setting climate goals in all key sectors, in-
cluding electricity, agriculture, transport, industry, buildings, waste and the public sector. It will 
have a strong focus on implementation, including clear timelines and steps needed to achieve 
each action.

The Plan will lead to a significant step-up in policy ambition and delivery, to ensure that 
we at least meet our 2030 targets and get on a clear pathway to meeting our 2050 objectives. It 
will be updated every year and will also be informed by the recommendations contained in the 
report of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Climate Action. 

The goals and targets will be informed by analysis of the most cost-effective choices avail-
able to reach our 2030 targets. By articulating a decarbonisation ambition range for each sec-
tor, the framework provided by the Plan will enable each sector to identify and put in place the 
most appropriate policy tools to deliver this stated ambition in order for Ireland to meet its 2030 
targets.

I intend that the Plan will be published over the coming weeks.

  Questions No. 62 answered orally.

21/05/2019WRA01500Citizens Assembly

21/05/2019WRA0160063. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment his plans for implementing the outstanding recommendations from the 
Citizens’ Assembly. [14251/19]

21/05/2019WRA01700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): As part of the Programme for Partnership Government the Government committed to 
appoint a Citizens’ Assembly to examine a number of key challenges for Ireland including the 
Eight Amendment of the constitution and how the State can make Ireland a leader in climate 
change. As in the former case this has been followed by the establishment of a Joint Oireachtas 
Committee on Climate Action to consider its recommendations.    The Citizens’ Assembly did 
very valuable work as has the Committee who held many hours of hearings under the chairper-
sonship of Hildegarde Naughton.
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I was very pleased to participate in the debate in this House on 8 May in which the report 
of the Committee was unanimously endorsed and a climate and biodiversity emergency was 
declared. 

This has provided a very solid foundation on which to build an ambitious all of government 
action plan for which I have been given responsibility by cabinet.

This plan will consider the detailed recommendations of the all Party Committee and of the 
Citizens Assembly which proceeded it. 

The plan will set goals for all key sectors including electricity, agriculture, transport, indus-
try, buildings, waste management, and the public sector.

It will have a strong focus on implementation including clear timelines and the steps needed 
to achieve each action.

21/05/2019WRA01800EU Directives

21/05/2019WRA0190064. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the status of efforts to reduce single use plastics with reference to the new EU direc-
tive on the impact of certain plastic products; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21481/19]

21/05/2019WRA02000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The European Commission’s Directive on the reduction of the impact of certain plas-
tic products on the environment, commonly referred to as the Single Use Plastics Directive, 
contains ambitious targets which have been successfully negotiated between the European Par-
liament and Member States.    The finalised Directive will be formally adopted shortly and has 
to be transposed by Member States within two years at which stage it becomes law. 

I have asked my officials to start work on the preparatory measures, legal and otherwise, 
needed to act on the implementation of the Directive when enacted. The Single Use Plastics 
Directive incorporates a wide range of measures. These include consumption reduction targets, 
product design, extended producer responsibilities, collection obligations, awareness raising 
measures, as well as the banning of some products, which will all have to be implemented be-
tween 2021 and 2030. 

In addition, in advance of the publication of this Directive and with a view to showing 
leadership in dealing with this difficult waste stream, the Government decided that Government 
Departments would not purchase single-use plastic cups, cutlery and drinking straws from 1 
January 2019. This decision was extended to all public bodies and commercial state agencies 
under the aegis of Ministers with effect from 1 April 2019.   

21/05/2019WRA02100Illegal Dumping

21/05/2019WRA0220065. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the actions he is taking to assist county councils deal with incidents of illegal 
dumping and fly tipping; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21718/19]

21/05/2019WRA02300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department has introduced a number of measures to strengthen efforts to improve 
waste enforcement generally and target illegal dumping. These include:   
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- An annual waste enforcement grant of €7.4 million to support the recruitment and reten-
tion of 150 local authority waste enforcement personnel across the country; 

- The establishment of the Waste Enforcement Regional Lead Authorities;

- The establishment of a National Waste Enforcement Steering Committee which facilitates 
more co-ordinated multi agency operations taking place on a regional basis.

In addition, my Department has developed the Anti-Dumping Initiative to work in partner-
ship with local authorities and community organisations in identifying high risk or problem 
areas, developing appropriate enforcement responses and carrying out clean-up operations. 

I recently announced funding of €3 million for the 2019 Anti-Dumping Initiative, an in-
crease of 50% on last year, to support communities around the country to continue to tackle 
illegal dumping. Innovation, surveillance using drones, special collections for awkward items 
like mattresses, spreading awareness among young people and recognising the work of volun-
teers will play a role in this year’s campaign. 

There will be a special emphasis on targeting dumping blackspots and illegal operators. 
Since 2017, the Anti-Dumping Initiative has supported the removal of some 5,000 tonnes of 
illegal waste from some of the country’s most notorious fly tipping black-spots and approxi-
mately 50% of this year’s funding will go towards continuing to tackle this problem.

21/05/2019WRA02400Renewable Energy Incentives

21/05/2019WRA0250066. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to put in place a payment for solar electricity in order that households 
and communities receive payment for the power they feed into the grid. [21788/19]

21/05/2019WRA02600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I have recently set out a new ambition for Ireland, of reaching 70% renewable elec-
tricity by 2030, and details on how this will be delivered will be contained in the soon to be 
launched All of Government Climate Action Plan. The Plan will set out the necessary policy 
measures to help meet our 2030 target and will put Ireland on a clear pathway to meeting our 
2050 objectives. This will require both public and private investment, and large societal shifts 
in technology, attitude and behaviour. It will also involve a shift in which renewable technolo-
gies we support and a shift towards a more distributed generation system, including community 
participation and a focus on the energy ‘prosumer’.    The Plan will include a roadmap for how 
we enable micro generation, with a particular emphasis on self-consumption, as this is where 
the value of electricity produced by micro generators is of most value, both for the consumer, 
in terms of reduced electricity costs, and for the grid in terms of reduced fossil fuel imports. 

In July 2018, my Department launched a new micro-generation scheme to support domes-
tic customers who install solar photovoltaic panels in their homes. The pilot scheme, which is 
administered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland, will be subject to a review in the 
coming months at which time the costs of installation will be assessed and further opportunities 
to broaden this scheme to other groups and other technologies will be explored. Potential future 
phases of support for micro-generation in Ireland may include a tariff, as we align with the am-
bition of the recast Renewable Energy Directive which recognises the rights, entitlements and 
obligations of renewable self-consumers.

Last year government approved the High Level Design of the new Renewable Electricity 
Support Scheme (RESS) which will provide pathways for communities to participate in and 
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benefit from renewable electricity generation.

21/05/2019WRA02700Climate Change Policy

21/05/2019WRA0280067. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the three most important actions he plans to take to address the issue of cli-
mate change and carbon reduction, including development of the alternative energy sector, 
incentivising the transport sector and to change to renewable fuels; the extent to which the do-
mestic transport sector can be influential in this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21742/19]

21/05/2019WRA0290081. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the timeframe for implementation of the report of the Oireachtas Joint Com-
mittee on Climate Action, Climate Change: A Cross-Party Consensus for Action; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21786/19]

21/05/2019WRA0300085. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the actions he plans to take following the declaration of a climate and biodiversity 
emergency. [21780/19]

21/05/2019WRA03100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 67, 81 and 85 together. 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Special Report on Global Warming of 
1.5°C, published last October, confirmed that the international community has a limited win-
dow for real action to reduce emissions to ensure that current and future generations can live 
sustainably in a low-carbon and climate-resilient world. 

The decision of the Dail to declare, on Thursday 9 May, a climate and biodiversity emer-
gency in the context of endorsing the report of the Joint Committee on Climate Action is a 
significant statement. It underlines the importance that all Parties in the Dail attach to taking 
urgent action on climate.

In response to this challenge, the All of Government Climate Plan will set out how this 
Government intends to make Ireland a leader in responding to climate change by driving the 
delivery of policies to reduce emissions in all key sectors, including electricity, agriculture, 
transport, industry, buildings, and the public sector. The Plan will have a strong focus on imple-
mentation, including clear timelines and steps needed to achieve each action.

It will lead to a significant step-up in policy ambition and delivery, to ensure that we at least 
meet our 2030 targets and get on a clear pathway to meeting our 2050 objectives. 

I have welcomed the publication of the report of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Climate 
Action, and acknowledge the important work of the members and chair of the Committee in 
preparing this milestone report in relation to Ireland’s climate policy. This report builds on the 
strong foundation provided by the work of the Citizens’ Assembly in 2018. 

The final report of the Committee contains a detailed set of recommendations addressing 
polices and measures across a range of Government Departments and agencies, including in 
relation to the alternative energy and transport sectors. The recommendations are now being 
taken up by the Government in the context of the All of Government Climate Plan.

I intend that the All of Government Plan will be published over the coming weeks.
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21/05/2019WRA03200Bituminous Fuel Ban

21/05/2019WRA0330068. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the position regarding the introduction of a nationwide ban on smoky fuels; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [21342/19]

21/05/2019WRA03400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The ban on the marketing, sale and distribution of bituminous coal, or ‘the smoky 
coal ban’ as it is commonly known, was first introduced in Dublin in 1990, and subsequently 
extended to our major cities. Following a public consultation process, it was further extended 
in 2012, and now applies in 26 urban areas nationwide. The ban has proved very effective in 
reducing particulate matter and sulphur dioxide levels and has had the effect of significantly 
improving public health. Research indicates, for example, that the ban has resulted in over 350 
fewer annual deaths in Dublin alone.    I am disappointed that a number of coal firms have in-
dicated that they would challenge the decision of two former Ministers to expand the smoky 
coal ban nationwide. Banning the use of smoky coal would have a positive impact on air qual-
ity and public health, particularly in built up areas. I am working with the Attorney General to 
finalise a legally robust plan which will improve air quality by reducing particulate matter in 
the air. High levels of particulate matter arise from a number of sources, including the burning 
of smoky coal. 

I have also asked the EPA for a report on air quality in areas not currently covered by the 
smoky coal ban. This will provide important evidence which can assist in the development of 
this legally robust plan.

Pending the completion of this work I am aware of the need to provide clarity now to the 
public and to the trade to enable them adequately plan for purchases of stock for the 2019/20 
heating season. I can confirm therefore that the current ban on bituminous coal will not be ex-
tended nationwide for the 2019/20 heating season.  

21/05/2019WRA03500National Broadband Plan

21/05/2019WRA0360069. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the role of companies (details supplied) in the national broadband plan. [21779/19]

21/05/2019WRA03700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Tetrad Corporation and McCourt Global LLC. were the two companies that Grana-
han McCourt relied on to demonstrate its economic and financial capacity for the purposes of 
the pre- qualification process (PQQ) of the National Broadband Plan procurement process. The 
requirements for relying on the resources of other entities, are set out in the Project Informa-
tion Memorandum including at section 10.2 and the Pre-Qualification Questionnaire. Both of 
these documents have been published. Tetrad Corporation and McCourt Global LLC. provided 
letters of support as part of that process.    Tetrad Corporation and McCourt Global LLC. were 
assessed individually at PQQ in relation to capacity to meet the financial and economic standing 
criteria and both passed. This meant that either company was capable of meeting the required 
criteria without the other. 

Tetrad Corporation and McCourt Global both reiterated their support at Final Tender but 
Tetrad Corporation also provided a commitment letter in relation to the equity required for the 
project. 

This means that Tetrad Corporation has committed to invest in the Project with Granahan 
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McCourt (Dublin) Ireland. 

21/05/2019WRA03800National Broadband Plan Implementation

21/05/2019WRA0390070. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which the provision of broadband in all areas nationally is pro-
gressing; if he anticipates the provision of services to the blank spaces between services within 
a reasonable time with particular reference to the recently announced national broadband plan; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21741/19]

21/05/2019WRA04000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure that every home, school and 
business in Ireland has access to high speed broadband. This is being achieved through a com-
bination of commercial investment across the country, and a State intervention in those areas 
where commercial operators acting alone are unlikely to invest. The NBP has been a catalyst 
in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector. In 2012, less than 700,000, or 30% of Irish 
premises had access to high speed broadband. Today, 74% of the 2.4 million premises in Ireland 
can access high speed broadband.    The NBP State intervention is the subject of the procure-
ment process to engage a company to build, operate and maintain the NBP State intervention 
network over a 25 year period. The intervention area comprises approximately 540,000 premis-
es and includes 1.1 million people. Following rigorous evaluation by the Department, I recently 
brought a recommendation to Government to confer Preferred Bidder status on Granahan Mc-
Court, the remaining bidder in the NBP procurement process and Government agreed to this at 
its meeting on 7 May. 

The Government decision means that it is intended to award the State Intervention contract 
to National Broadband Ireland, subject to the contract close, including the finalisation of finan-
cial and legal documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network will commence 
shortly after that. 

The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment.

In the first year of this roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Con-
nection Points (BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be 
deployed in each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, 
enhancing online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these 
locations. A deployment plan will be made available by the bidder once the contract is signed. 
The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises by end of the second year of the overall deploy-
ment, with 70-100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

21/05/2019WRA04100Broadband Service Speeds

21/05/2019WRA0420071. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the role the broadband connection points will have in the provision of high 
speed broadband during year one of the national broadband plan State intervention deployment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21483/19]

21/05/2019WRA04300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department recognised the need to roll out high speed broadband as quickly as 
possible. When my Department conducted its mapping exercise in 2014 the consultation docu-
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ments listed some examples of potential connection points in local communities. This principle 
was incorporated into the procurement process.    These key locations in rural communities will 
be connected with high speed broadband in year one of the NBP State intervention deployment 
while waiting for the wider deployment to reach their area. These locations are called Broad-
band Connection Points (BCPs).There will be approximately 300 nationwide. It is anticipated 
that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed in each county, to provide a community-based 
high speed broadband service in year one of the National Broadband Plan State intervention 
deployment. BCPs will facilitate enhanced online participation and allow for the establishment 
of digital work hubs in these locations. 

All BCPs will also provide free Wi-Fi access to communities. Some locations will also have 
additional facilities, such as hot-desking. The BCPs should also be used as hubs to support local 
economic and social initiatives and will form an important element of the local digital strategy 
developed by local authorities to increase adoption and usage of digital technologies by busi-
nesses and communities throughout Ireland.

Locations for the BCPs have been identified by local broadband officers and include schools, 
businesses, tourism locations, community centres and sports clubs.   

21/05/2019WRA04400Greenhouse Gas Emissions

21/05/2019WRA0450072. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if Ireland was approached in relation to the proposal put together by France, the 
Netherlands, Belgium, Sweden, Denmark, Spain, Portugal and Luxembourg ahead of the in-
formal EU Council meeting in Sibiu calling on the European Union to step up the fight against 
climate change and sign up to a European Commission plan to achieve net zero greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2050; if Ireland will join this call for increased action in view of the recent 
declaration of a climate emergency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21531/19]

21/05/2019WRA04600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The adoption of the motion to endorse the report of the Joint Committee on Climate 
Action by the Dáil, including the declaration of a climate and biodiversity emergency, is a sig-
nificant statement and underlines the importance of the work underway on our All of Govern-
ment Climate Plan.    The Government has welcomed the publication of the Joint Committee’s 
report, which is a milestone in the development of Ireland’s climate policy. 

The report of the Joint Committee contains a detailed set of recommendations addressing 
polices and measures across a range of Government Departments and Agencies, which are now 
being considered in the context of the All of Government Climate Plan. This Plan will set out 
how this Government intends to significantly step up our response to climate change by driving 
the delivery of policies to reduce emissions in all key sectors, including electricity, agriculture, 
transport, industry, buildings, and the public sector. The Plan will have a strong focus on imple-
mentation, including clear timelines and steps needed to achieve each action. It will lead to a 
significant step-up in policy ambition and delivery, to ensure that we at least meet our 2030 
targets and get on a clear pathway to meeting our 2050 objectives. 

Ireland is a strong supporter of the commitment made by the EU under the Paris Agreement 
to reduce emissions by at least 40% by 2030, compared with 1990 levels. 

The joint proposal referred to by the Deputy was circulated in advance of the informal EU 
summit in Siblu to all Member States who were invited to support it. While Ireland supports an 
ambitious long term climate strategy for the EU, discussions on the European Commission’s 
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proposed strategy are still ongoing in the Council. Ireland looks forward to further discussion 
on the EU’s long-term climate ambitions in the context of the EU’s new Strategic Agenda which 
is expected to be considered at the European Council in June. 

The engagement I am having in developing the All of Government Climate Plan will inform 
further engagement by the Government with its EU counterparts on how the EU can put in 
place an ambitious long-term climate strategy.   

21/05/2019WRA04700Bord na Móna

21/05/2019WRA0480073. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he has discussed with Bord na Móna plans to develop alternative energy sources 
into the future and to maintain job creation in respect of the decarbonisation of the environment 
and reaching emission reduction targets; and the progress made in relation to same. [21704/19]

21/05/2019WRA04900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Bord na Móna intends to accelerate the move away from traditional peat businesses 
into renewables, resource recovery and new business opportunities to support sustainable em-
ployment and associated economic development in the Midlands.    I have written to Commis-
sioner Canete in the European Commission, who has responsibility for Energy and Climate 
Action, requesting the inclusion of the Midlands Region on the “Platform for Coal and Carbon 
Intensive Regions in Transition”. The main objectives of this Platform are to enable multi-
stakeholder dialogue on policy frameworks for successful transformation of carbon-intensive 
regions, and to facilitate the development of strategies and projects in areas such as investment 
for structural transformation, growth and jobs. Once the Midlands Region is included on the 
Platform for Coal and Carbon Intensive Regions in Transition, it is expected that a team of Eu-
ropean Commission and external experts would be assigned to assist the relevant State bodies 
with refining project ideas and implementation strategies, including feedback on relevant EU 
policies, programmes, funds and financing instruments. I expect the response from Commis-
sioner Canete will be positive. 

The All of Government Climate Plan will recognise, and seek to take advantage of, the 
economic opportunities that the low carbon transition presents for Ireland. The Plan will seek 
to build on and complement the approach of the Future Jobs Ireland strategy. This strategy sets 
out a series of complementary actions, including commissioning the National Economic and 
Social Council to develop policy recommendations for consideration by Government for the 
operation of Transition Teams to manage the impact of the economic transition on vulnerable 
workers and sectors.

21/05/2019WRA05000National Broadband Plan

21/05/2019WRA0510074. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he will report on his announcement on the national broadband plan on 7 
May 2019. [20552/19]

21/05/2019WRA05200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The purpose of the National Broadband Plan is to ensure that over 1.1 million of our 
citizens in rural Ireland have the same opportunity to participate in the digital society as citizens 
living in urban areas. The availability of ubiquitous high speed broadband will bring significant 
benefits in areas of e-Health, e-Education, smart farming, regional development and tourism.   
Under the National Broadband Plan (NBP), Ireland will become one of the first countries in the 
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world to ensure that those in rural areas have the same digital opportunities as those in urban 
areas. The NBP will:

- Provide broadband to 540,000 homes, farms and businesses involving the laying of 
146,000km of fibre 

- Provide homes with high speeds of 150mbs per second increasing to 500mbs from year 10

- Ensure people in rural Ireland pay the same customer charges as people in urban Ireland

- Ensure a future proofed, high quality network, operated and maintained for 25 years.

The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector. In 2012, 
less than 700,000, or 30% of all 2.4 million Irish premises had access to high speed broadband. 
Today, 74% of premises can access high speed broadband. 

The State intervention is the subject of the procurement process to engage a company to 
build, operate and maintain the network in the intervention area. I recently brought a recom-
mendation to Government to confer Preferred Bidder status on Granahan McCourt, the re-
maining bidder in the NBP procurement process and Government agreed to this. The company 
established to deliver the NBP is called National Broadband Ireland (NBI)

The Government Decision of 7 May 2019 means that it is intended to award the State In-
tervention contract to NBI. This award is subject to the contract close, including finalisation of 
financial and legal documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network will com-
mence shortly after that. 

In the first year of roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Connection 
Points (BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed 
in each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, enhancing 
online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these locations. 
The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises by the end of the second year, with 70-100,000 
passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

21/05/2019WRA05300Climate Change Policy

21/05/2019WRA0540075. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment his plans to support the Petroleum and Other Minerals Development 
(Amendment) (Climate Emergency Measures) Bill 2018 to cease issuing licences for fossil fuel 
extraction in view of the declaration by Dáil Éireann of a climate emergency and that an end to 
fossil fuel extraction is a central demand of the climate change movement; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [21790/19]

21/05/2019WRA05500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The declaration of a climate and biodiversity emergency by Dáil Éireann and the 
decision of the House to endorse the report of the Joint Committee on Climate Action was sup-
ported by the Government.   The Government has welcomed the publication of the Joint Com-
mittee’s report, which should be seen as a milestone in the development of Ireland’s climate 
policy. 

The Government is responding with urgency by putting in place an ambitious all of Gov-
ernment plan, with actions across every sector which will deliver verifiable reductions in our 
emissions, and with clear responsibility for delivery. 
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Both the Citizen’s Assembly and the Joint Committee on Climate Action did not recom-
mend an end to exploration for Ireland’s natural resources. In a European context, the UK, 
Norway, and Denmark, as well as Ireland, continue to explore and produce natural gas and oil to 
help meet a part of Europe’s future energy needs, and reduce Europe’s energy imports from out-
side the EU, while Europe plays a leading role globally in the transition to a low carbon future. 

The Government does not support the Petroleum and Other Minerals Development (Amend-
ment) (Climate Emergency Measures) Bill 2018 as it will not reduce our emissions or help us 
meet our targets. Furthermore, the Bill fails to take account of our energy security. Beyond the 
Corrib gas field, which is already in decline and the soon to be depleted Kinsale gas, the Bill 
will make it mandatory for us to import all our oil and gas needs in the future as we transition to 
a low-carbon economy. This at a time where the EU’s import dependency is increasing, reach-
ing 70% for natural gas and 87% for petroleum and petroleum products. It should also be noted 
that Ireland already has low energy self-sufficiency and a relatively isolated island electricity 
grid.  

21/05/2019WRA05600Online Safety

21/05/2019WRA0570076. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the composition and function of the National Advisory Council for Online 
Safety; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21706/19]

21/05/2019WRA05800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): As part of the Action Plan for Online Safety, the Government established the Na-
tional Advisory Council for Online Safety in September 2018.    The Council has 20 members 
and is chaired by Minister of State Seán Canney. The membership of the Council is drawn 
from children’s and parents’ organisations, government agencies, online platforms and industry 
representatives, and experts on online safety issues.  This recognises the importance of a multi-
stakeholder approach in dealing with online safety issues. The Department of Communications, 
Climate Action & Environment provides the Secretariat to the Council

The Council’s role is as follows:

-  To provide advice to Government on online safety issues, 

-  To identify emerging issues where Government intervention might be needed, 

-  To help in the creation of clear and easy to understand online safety guidance materials 
for all internet users, and, 

-  To examine national and international research and communicate key findings to Govern-
ment, stakeholders and the wider public. 

The first meeting of the Council took place on 4 October, 2018. Meetings have since been 
held in November 2018, January 2019 and May 2019. The Council intends to continue meeting 
on a quarterly basis.

The Council published its first progress report on 5 February 2019 to coincide with Safer 
Internet Day.

The membership of the Council, the minutes of its meetings and its recent progress report 
are available on the website of the Department of Communications, Climate Action & Environ-
ment.
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21/05/2019WRA05900Broadband Service Charges

21/05/2019WRA0600077. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the amount of initial capital expenditure required to connect a premises and-
or dwelling under the national broadband plan; the way in which this cost was estimated; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [21656/19]

21/05/2019WRA06100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The average capital cost of connecting a premises is estimated to be in the range 
of €500 to €1,500 (ex VAT). The capital cost will vary, depending on a number of factors, for 
example, distance from the road, whether or not there is existing infrastructure in place, the 
condition of any existing infrastructure and other local factors. It is only when detailed survey-
ing of the individual premises is completed that the actual cost of connecting a premises will be 
known.  Under the terms of the National Broadband Plan contract, regardless of the cost to con-
nect an individual home or business, the capital expenditure paid to NBI will be subject to a cap.  

21/05/2019WRA06200Climate Change Policy

21/05/2019WRA0630078. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if he will consider moving forward the date that Moneypoint is to stop coal burning 
operations in view of the recognition that Ireland is in a climate emergency in addition to the 
reports of human rights abuses, population displacement and environmental destruction associ-
ated with the mine in which the majority of coal is sourced; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [21532/19]

21/05/2019WRA06400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): It is settled policy that electricity generation from coal will cease no later than 2025. 
This position has been set out in a number of policy documents, including the National Miti-
gation Plan and the National Development Plan 2018-2027. The 2016 Programme for Gov-
ernment included a commitment to identify the most suitable replacement low-carbon gen-
eration technology as soon as possible. The ESB has confirmed that coal-fired generation at 
Moneypoint will cease no later than 2025.  The production, sourcing and buying of fuel is an 
operational matter for the board and management of ESB and is not one in which the Minister 
has a statutory function. The Department is advised that, as part of ESB’s commitment to use 
responsibly sourced coal, ESB joined Bettercoal in 2014. Bettercoal was established by a group 
of major coal buyers, including utilities, rather than the coal mining industry. Its mission is to 
promote continuous improvement in the mining and sourcing of coal for the benefit of all the 
people impacted by the industry – including workers and their communities. It carries out its 
assessments using key principles. These are Legal Compliance, Policies and Systems, Business 
Ethics (both disclosure/transparency and fraud/corruption), Human Rights, Workers Rights, 
Community Engagement, Environment, Pollution Prevention and Biodiversity.  

21/05/2019WRA06500National Broadband Plan

21/05/2019WRA0660079. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment the steps being taken as part of the national broadband plan to ensure that the broad-
band network is future proofed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21479/19]

21/05/2019WRA06700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The purpose of the National Broadband Plan is to ensure that over 1.1 million of our 
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citizens in rural Ireland have the same opportunity to participate in the digital society as citizens 
living in urban areas. The availability of ubiquitous high speed broadband will bring significant 
benefits in areas of e-Health, e-Education, smart farming, regional development and tourism.   
The National Broadband Plan procurement process was technology neutral, as required un-
der State Aid Guidelines for Broadband. This means it did not specify a preferred technology. 
However, all bidders in the process proposed fibre as the best solution. Fibre can meet the re-
quirements set out in the NBP but also can be upgraded for additional capacity over time at low 
additional cost to network operators.

The basic product that will be offered on the State intervention network will be 150 mega-
bits per second (Mbps), which is comparable to fibre networks in urban areas. The network is 
designed with a roadmap to upgrade the services over 25 years, including upgrades to increase 
residential speeds to 300Mbps by Year 6 of the contract and 500Mbps by year 10. This ensures 
the network is future proofed to meet requirements in years to come. A product of 1 Gigabit per 
second is also available to businesses and any residential homes that may require it.

Fibre can deliver up to 10 Gigabit per second speed with no major upgrades required, en-
suring that the solution is future proofed and has a low running cost, making it an extremely 
efficient solution. Other broadband technologies such as 4G, 5G or fixed wireless, may be 
deployed to connect premises in limited circumstances where fibre is not cost-effective - for 
example for extremely remote or difficult to connect homes.

My Department considered other technologies than fibre and agreed with the national and 
international expertise in this area that a fibre-based solution was the most economical way to 
address all premises with a future-proofed solution over the 25 years of the contract, ensuring 
there is no need for a further State investment in the short term to replace an obsolete technol-
ogy.   

21/05/2019WRA06800National Broadband Plan

21/05/2019WRA0690080. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the way in which the State subsidy towards the national broadband plan is struc-
tured over the course of the 25 year contract; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21702/19]

21/05/2019WRA07000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The overall estimated total cost of the National Broadband Plan State intervention 
is approximately €5 Billion over 25 years, not including VAT. This covers not only the cost of 
building the network as would be the case in other procurements, but also to operate and main-
tain the network over 25 years. The maximum possible cost to the state will be €3 Billion over 
25 years. This includes €545m for conditional and contingent subsidy and includes €354m in 
VAT, which will be paid to the Revenue Commissioners as subsidy is spent.    Subsidy will not 
be paid to the company, National Broadband Ireland, until the milestones set down in the con-
tract have been achieved and there are a comprehensive set of protections and legally binding 
obligations set out in the Contract which include a suite of key performance indicators to ensure 
the service is maintained appropriately.

The subsidy is capped as a maximum figure and National Broadband Ireland bears all risk 
beyond that provided for within the subsidy allowed. This includes, for example, the cost of 
materials, labour and lower than expected take up. 

The subsidy is divided into: 
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- deployment subsidy which is paid retrospectively on a milestone basis in respect of the 
successful deployment of the pass network 

- connection subsidy which is paid when connections have been made by NBI

- conditional and contingent subsidy which is a capped amount that can only be drawn down 
in certain specified circumstances where it was not possible for the bidder to quantify accurately 
as part of the final tender submission such as extreme weather events.

The controls set out in the NBP contract will play a key role in ensuring that costs are mini-
mised and deliverables are met.   

Question No. 81 answered with Question No. 67.

21/05/2019WRA07200National Broadband Plan

21/05/2019WRA0730082. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if a company (details supplied) has the ability to sell the business and assets 
of the national broadband plan after full deployment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21716/19]

21/05/2019WRA0740083. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the authority he has to control the future ownership of the national broadband net-
work; and the consequences for a company (details supplied) in the event of a sale. [21703/19]

21/05/2019WRA07500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 82 and 83 together.  

The change in ownership restrictions in place in relation to the NBP are consistent with nor-
mal practice in major infrastructure projects. National Broadband Ireland is obliged to seek the 
written consent of the Minister prior to the occurrence of a Change in Ownership of NBI that 
occurs at any time from the commencement of the contract up until one year after the comple-
tion of deployment. After the one year anniversary of the completion of deployment, the shares 
of NBI can be sold without Ministerial consent but not to Unsuitable Third Parties.  Unsuitable 
Third Parties include excluded parties specifically set out in EU procurement regulations, par-
ties involved in the arms trade, parties who have been convicted of a criminal offence related 
to business, parties who have failed to comply with tax rules and parties whose activities pose 
a threat to national security. Also, if any shareholder has a contingent commitment to make a 
loan or equity or capital contribution to NBI, NBI is required, until that commitment has been 
delivered, to seek the written consent of the Minister to a Change in Ownership which results in 
the shareholder ceasing to have Control (i.e. a 30% shareholding or equivalent level of control) 
of NBI.NBI is obliged to notify the Minister of any Change in Ownership throughout the life 
of the Contract and there are provisions in the Contract in relation to clawback payments in the 
event of a sale of NBI prior to contract year 10.   If a Change in Ownership occurs, NBI (in 
new ownership) will continue to be bound by the NBP Contract.  The Minister can terminate 
the NBP Contract and take ownership of NBI if there is an un-remedied change in ownership of 
NBI in breach of the NBP Contract.   The Minister will also have a priority (1st ranking) securi-
ty over the shares in NBI. This creates a practical inhibitor on the shareholder disposing of those 
shares without the Minister being satisfied that the disposal is consistent with the Contract.  The 
Minister will also have priority (1st ranking) security over the Assets of NBI throughout the 
term of the NBP Contract. This means in practical terms that any material fixed Assets which 
NBI requires to perform the NBP Contract cannot be sold without the Minister’s consent.
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21/05/2019WRB00200National Broadband Plan

21/05/2019WRB0030084. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the opportunities that will arise in healthcare provision in areas such as remote 
general practitioner and medical monitoring services as a result of the roll out of the national 
broadband plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21553/19]

21/05/2019WRB00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Access to high-speed broadband is key to supporting digitalisation in the health sys-
tem enabling the transformation of healthcare delivery for citizens, clinicians and health and 
social care service providers. eHealth, supported by enhanced broadband connectivity, will 
provide opportunities for the health system to deliver digital solutions, through telemedicine 
and telehealth, to empower patients to manage chronic disease at home. It will also provide op-
portunities for better connectivity for remote healthcare facilities such as small health centres, 
community pharmacies, and GP practices located in rural areas.   Some care previously pro-
vided in hospitals may be transferred to the home as the use of wearables and other interactive 
devices allow the remote monitoring of vital signs or even administration of medicine. Remote 
monitoring can complement medical healthcare and reduce the requirement to attend day clin-
ics far away from people’s homes. It can also accelerate early discharge and relieve pressure in 
hospitals and hospices. This is important to create bed capacity and reduce long term stays in 
hospitals. 

Faster connectivity can also facilitate ongoing professional development for healthcare pro-
fessionals and provide access to experienced colleagues via video conferencing and better ac-
cess to digital medical databases no matter the location of the medical professional. 

The successful deployment of the NBP is one of the key pillars to delivery of a more ef-
ficient, effective and lower cost health system in Ireland.  

Question No. 85 answered with Question No. 67.

21/05/2019WRB00600National Broadband Plan

21/05/2019WRB0070086. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the timeline for the commencement of works on the ground under the national 
broadband plan; the measures contained within same to ensure rapid roll out of broadband ser-
vices for rural areas, rural communities and regional towns; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [21344/19]

21/05/2019WRB00800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The purpose of the National Broadband Plan is to ensure that over 1.1 million of our 
citizens in rural Ireland have the same opportunity to participate in the digital society as citizens 
living in urban areas. The availability of ubiquitous high speed broadband will bring significant 
benefits in areas of e-Health, e-Education, smart farming, regional development and tourism.   
As the Deputy may be aware, following rigorous evaluation by my Department, I brought a 
recommendation to Government to confer Preferred Bidder status on Granahan McCourt, the 
remaining bidder in the NBP procurement process and the Government agreed to this at its 
meeting on 7 May. 

This is an important step towards achieving the overarching goal of the National Broadband 
Plan, which is to provide access to high speed broadband to every home, farm, school and busi-
ness in Ireland, no matter where they are located.
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The Government decision means that it is intended to award the State Intervention contract 
to National Broadband Ireland, subject to contract close, including the finalisation of financial 
and legal documents. A period of final due diligence on all elements of the contract is part of 
the normal conclusion of a procurement process. A number of additional elements need to be 
concluded before the contract can be signed.

For example, NBI will be supported by a number of experienced subcontractors and is cur-
rently tasked with finalising negotiations on contracts with approximately 40 subcontractors to 
assist in the delivery of the NBP. In order to support deployment it is anticipated that a subset of 
approximately 15 to 20 of these subcontracts will be required prior to contract close. It is also 
necessary to submit the State Aid notification in relation to the NBP to the European Commis-
sion.

It is anticipated these elements will require a number of months, with contract close ex-
pected in late 2019 and deployment commencing shortly after that.

The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment

In the first year of roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Connection 
Points (BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed 
in each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, enhancing 
online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these locations. 
The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises by the end of the second year, with 70-100,000 
passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.  

21/05/2019WRB00900National Broadband Plan Data

21/05/2019WRB0100087. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the number of forecasted first-time premises to be connected by year 5, 10, 
15, 20 and 25 of the national broadband plan roll out; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21655/19]

21/05/2019WRB01100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The deployment of the network within the NBP intervention area will commence at 
contract award and take up to seven years to complete.    The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 
premises by the end of the second year, with 70-100,000 premises each year thereafter until roll 
out is completed. The ultimate take-up of the service is estimated to be around 80%. This will 
be driven by linking payment of subsidy to verification of connections made by National Broad-
band Ireland (NBI) as well as passing premises in the Intervention Area. There are also require-
ments in the contract around demand stimulation and stakeholder engagement to drive take up. 

The nearest comparison in relation to take up is the eir 300k rural deployment. Take up of 
this service is in line with the trajectory anticipated by eir when it planned the rural fibre rollout. 
The rate of take up along eir’s 300k deployment has increased throughout 2018 and is expected 
to increase further as eir proceeds to pass and connect further premises every month and as 
awareness of the availability of high speed broadband improves and retailers offer a choice and 
variety of communications packages over the network. There is nothing to suggest that demand 
in the intervention area would differ from the demand for high speed broadband in urban areas, 
or in the eir 300k deployment area. 

In addition, the bidder was required to develop and analyse the demand for their service. 
This included profiling of demographics, surveys and benchmarking exercises. The bidder car-
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ried out a market analysis of the end-users in the intervention area as well as a benchmarking 
analysis for the demand for a high speed broadband service by those likely end-users. This 
analysis supported forecasted demand for take-up which was included in the final tender sub-
mission.   

21/05/2019WRB01200National Broadband Plan

21/05/2019WRB0130088. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the anticipated expansion of the digital economy in forthcoming years; the role 
the national broadband plan will play in allowing Ireland to take full advantage of the opportu-
nities of the digital economy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21552/19]

21/05/2019WRB01400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The purpose of the National Broadband Plan is to ensure that over 1.1 million of our 
citizens in rural Ireland have the same opportunity to participate in the digital society as citizens 
living in urban areas. The availability of ubiquitous high speed broadband will bring significant 
benefits in areas of e-Health, e-Education, smart farming, regional development and tourism.   
The National Broadband Plan intervention is the subject of a procurement process to engage 
a company to build, operate and maintain the NBP State intervention network. Following rig-
orous evaluation by my Department, I recently brought a recommendation to Government to 
confer Preferred Bidder status on Granahan McCourt, the remaining bidder in the NBP procure-
ment process and Government agreed to this at its meeting on 7 May. 

The Government decision means that it is intended to award the State Intervention contract 
to National Broadband Ireland, subject to the contract close, including the finalisation of finan-
cial and legal documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network will commence 
shortly after that. 

As part of that decision, the Government was mindful of the importance of the digital econ-
omy to our overall economic wellbeing and development. 

Overall, Ireland is ranked 6th out of 28 Member States in the Digital Economy and Social 
Index (DESI) 2018, up from 9th in 2017. Ireland is in the “high performer group of EU states 
for digital performance”. Ensuring access to high speed broadband services to every premises 
in Ireland will further strengthen Ireland’s position as a leading European digital economy.

The availability of high quality, high speed broadband to the 1.1 million people and 44,000 
businesses as part of the National Broadband Plan State intervention will give rise to new 
employment opportunities both directly and indirectly while also helping existing businesses 
across the Intervention Area to increase productivity, access new customers and markets and 
support workers. A key investment to support sustainable regional and rural development as 
part of Project Ireland 2040 will support the further expansion of the Irish digital economy and 
improve Ireland’s competitiveness over the next 25 years.

In addition, it is anticipated that approximately 1,800 jobs will be created as part of the 
build, operation and maintenance of the network. Over 200 of those jobs will be within National 
Broadband Ireland and a further 1,500 contractors will be engaged by NBI’s subcontractors.  

21/05/2019WRB01500Appointments to State Boards Data

21/05/2019WRB0160089. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
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Environment the number of members the State will appoint to the board of a company (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21701/19]

21/05/2019WRB01700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The final number of directors on the Board of National Broadband Ireland (NBI) has 
yet to be finalised but will be between five and nine.    The Minister has a right to appoint one 
director to the Board.

One other director (and more than one if there are more than five Directors overall) will be 
appointed by the Shareholders of NBI following an open competitive process run by an external 
search firm. The remaining directors will be appointed by the Shareholders of NBI. 

The Minister’s Appointee is one element of the overall suite of provisions in the contract 
that provide comprehensive protections for the State’s investment. 

NBI’s sole purpose and objective will be to comply with and implement the NBP Contract. 
As a result all Board members and not just the Minister’s Appointee will have to comply with 
governance requirements designed to give priority to the broadband rollout under the NBP Con-
tract and also under NBI’s Constitution, the relevant parts of which cannot be changed without 
the Minister’s approval.   

21/05/2019WRB01800Climate Change Policy

21/05/2019WRB0190090. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment when a further call for applications for the climate action fund will be announced; 
the role the fund will have in achieving Ireland’s climate and energy targets; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [21480/19]

21/05/2019WRB02000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): On 28 November 2018, I announced the seven successful projects from the first call 
for applications under the Climate Action Fund. The projects span a range of sectors supporting 
the rollout of electric vehicle charging infrastructure, the development of two district heating 
projects, the installation of energy-efficient public lighting, the development of renewable gas 
infrastructure, the installation of energy-efficient hybrid-drive systems in inter-city trains, and 
the use of information technology to reduce emissions in heavy goods vehicles. Having com-
pleted the assessment stage, the validation process on these projects is currently underway. This 
includes detailed examination of the projects and agreement of project outputs and timelines.  
Up to €77m in support will be provided to these projects, leveraging a total investment of 
€300m, with the potential to reduce annual emissions by over 200 thousand tonnes of carbon. 
The Climate Action Fund will provide a total of €500m support to projects over the period of 
the National Development Plan. I expect the fund to make a significant contribution to Ireland’s 
climate and energy targets as evidenced by the results of the first call for applications. 

To assist the development of future calls, my Department held a workshop in January with 
all those who applied under the first call. Feedback gathered at this workshop will help shape 
the scope, structure and timeframe of future calls for applications which have not yet been 
finalised. I expect to provide more clarity on future calls in the upcoming All of Government 
Climate Plan.   

21/05/2019WRB02100Broadband Service Speeds
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21/05/2019WRB0220091. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment the impact the provision of high speed broadband in rural areas will have in relation 
to remote working and flexible working arrangements; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21478/19]

21/05/2019WRB02300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The purpose of the National Broadband Plan is to ensure that over 1.1 million of 
our citizens in rural Ireland have the same opportunity to participate in the digital society as 
citizens living in urban areas. The availability of ubiquitous high speed broadband will bring 
significant benefits in areas of e-Health, e-Education, smart farming, regional development and 
tourism.   The National Broadband Plan aims to ensure that every home, school and business 
in Ireland has access to high speed broadband. Following rigorous evaluation by my Depart-
ment, I recently brought a recommendation to Government to confer Preferred Bidder status 
on Granahan McCourt, the remaining bidder in the NBP procurement process and Government 
agreed to this at its meeting on 7 May. 

The Government decision means that it is intended to award the State Intervention contract 
to National Broadband Ireland, subject to the contract close, including the finalisation of finan-
cial and legal documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network will commence 
shortly after that. 

The provision of high speed broadband in rural Ireland is of critical importance in areas such 
as flexible and remote working. Remote or home-working is becoming an increasingly preva-
lent employment model amongst the overseas firms that continue to invest in Ireland. Increased 
and improved high speed broadband connectivity in regional and rural Ireland is a key enabler 
of home and remote working and will help to support such job creation in regional locations. 
It will also afford employers better access to a wider catchment of skilled workers, even where 
offices and businesses are located within more urban areas.

The ability to work remotely will be essential to supporting rural communities in realising 
their full economic potential. This is an area of the economy that is projected to double over 
the next 5 years. The National Broadband Plan highlights the importance of remote working 
opportunities to regenerate, revitalise and re-establish rural Ireland as an attractive place to live 
and work.  

21/05/2019WRB02400Online Safety

21/05/2019WRB0250092. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he is satisfied that online safety is adequately covered in the school digital 
champion programme. [21707/19]

21/05/2019WRB02600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The School Digital Champion Programme is an initiative of my Department in col-
laboration with the Department of Education and Skills under the National Digital Strategy. It 
is an innovative project-based programme which encourages students in post-primary schools 
to use technology to solve day to day challenges in their schools and wider communities.   Over 
the past two years a number of students have identified the issue of online safety as their cho-
sen School Digital Champion project. They have developed websites and information sessions 
within their school to inform students about Internet safety and to raise awareness of their digi-
tal footprint. 

During the 2018 and 2019 Programme, presentations on online safety formed part of the 
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project showcase event attended by students and teachers. I welcome the inclusion of online 
safety at these events as it is provides an opportunity to promote awareness of a number of re-
sources and supports available to schools on this issue.

The Digital Strategy for Schools 2015-2020, sets out the Department of Education and 
Skills policy on the effective use of digital technologies in teaching, learning and assessment. 
A key action of the strategy is the promotion of the responsible and ethical use of the Internet 
and related technologies.

Awareness on online safety for schools is carried out by the Professional Development Ser-
vice for Teachers technology in education (PDST) in partnership with the safer Internet Ireland 
project. Webwise, an online safety initiative co-funded by the Department of Education and 
Skills and operated by PDST, promotes the autonomous, effective and safer use of the Internet 
by young people through a sustained information and awareness strategy that targets parents, 
teachers and children with consistent and relevant messages, including guidance on acceptable 
usage in schools. A range of resources has been developed which helps teachers integrate online 
safety into teaching and learning in their schools. 

21/05/2019WRB02700National Broadband Plan

21/05/2019WRB0280093. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on the cost-benefit analysis of the national broadband plan conducted 
by a company (details supplied). [21778/19]

21/05/2019WRB02900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In relation to the National Broadband Plan my Department commissioned a compre-
hensive Cost Benefit Analysis (CBA) in line with the Public Spending Code (PSC). It is clear 
from the CBA that has been carried out that even in a pessimistic scenario, the benefits of this 
investment will outweigh the costs. A CBA Benefits report and a detailed benefits calculation 
annex was published in 2015 by my Department as part of the approval to launch the procure-
ment process. All updates to the 2015 CBA were shared with officials in the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER) and the final CBA has been published by my Depart-
ment this May.    The CBA has been developed and updated over the last four years. It was only 
through detailed engagement with the market through the 800 hours of dialogue with all bidders 
and through receiving the final tender submission by Granahan McCourt, that it was possible to 
finalise the published CBA which remains positive, even in the pessimistic scenario. 

There was also significant engagement between my Department and its advisers and the 
Irish Government Economic and Evaluation Service (IGEES) on behalf of DPER on the CBA. 
The development of the CBA has incorporated feedback from IGEES and DPER officials. 

There are challenges in applying the PSC to a bespoke project such as the NBP however, 
all of the benefits included in the CBA are consistent with the PSC Guidelines and generally 
accepted approached to CBAs of this nature. 

PwC have provided all necessary assurances to my Department that the final CBA provided 
to the DPER is accurate for all known costs and benefits allowed for under the PSC and is fully 
compliant with the PSC.

The CBA has taken a very conservative view on the future benefits, for example it assumes 
there will be no growth in remote working compared to that carried out today. The following 
benefits are not included:
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- Expansion of remote working

- Remote health monitoring & diagnosis

- Cloud based service and connected devices

- Digital learning

- Smart farming

- Realising the benefits of e-government.

21/05/2019WRB03000North-South Interconnector

21/05/2019WRB0310094. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the North-South Interconnector project; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [21717/19]

21/05/2019WRB03200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The North South Interconnector is critical to improving the efficient operation of the 
Single Electricity Market and increasing security of electricity supply across the island of Ire-
land. A resilient and well connected energy infrastructure is vital for Ireland’s economic wellbe-
ing and the ability to respond to the future needs of energy consumers.   In December 2016 An 
Bord Pleanála granted planning permission for the project in Ireland, while in January 2018 full 
planning permission was granted for the section of the line that lies in Northern Ireland. Both 
of the planning decisions have been subject to legal proceedings in each jurisdiction. In Ireland 
a Supreme Court appeal of the planning permission was dismissed on 19 February 2019. In 
Northern Ireland, on 8 February 2019, the Department for Infrastructure asked the High Court 
to quash the planning permission given so the planning application can be re-determined under 
new legislation introduced by the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland in November 2018.

There are currently a number of on-going procurements in relation to the project being 
undertaken and managed by ESB Networks, such as tower design. However no critical pro-
curement contracts such as construction will be concluded until all planning issues in Northern 
Ireland are resolved. The earliest possible date for construction to commence is early 2020.  

21/05/2019WRB03300National Broadband Plan

21/05/2019WRB0340095. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the impact the national broadband plan will have on transforming business here; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20594/19]

21/05/2019WRB03500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The purpose of the National Broadband Plan is to ensure that over 1.1 million of our 
citizens in rural Ireland have the same opportunity to participate in the digital society as citizens 
living in urban areas. The availability of ubiquitous high speed broadband will bring significant 
benefits in areas of e-Health, e-Education, smart farming, regional development and tourism.   
Following rigorous evaluation by the Department, I recently brought a recommendation to 
Government to confer Preferred Bidder status on Granahan McCourt, the remaining bidder in 
the NBP procurement process and Government agreed to this at its meeting on 7 May. 

The Government decision means that it is intended to award the State Intervention contract 
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to National Broadband Ireland, subject to the contract close, including the finalisation of finan-
cial and legal documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network will commence 
shortly after that. 

Roll out of the National Broadband Plan State intervention to the approximately 44,000 
businesses in the intervention area will take place against the backdrop of a significant and rapid 
transformation in the structure of global and national economies. Technology and digitisation 
are developing rapidly and are expected to radically change many jobs, enterprises and even 
entire sectors 

A growing number of businesses and industries, particularly digitally intensive enterprises, 
will need Gigabit connectivity to create new applications and business models to produce, dis-
tribute and sell their goods and services more competitively. From manufacturing systems to 
ordering and delivery processes, from data storage and analytics to internal and external com-
munications, their future competitiveness requires cost-effective access to such connectivity. 
The State intervention will provide this connectivity to businesses from day one of connection. 

One of the key elements of the NBP Intervention Strategy is a requirement to put forward 
specific speeds and connection times to meet the needs of the business community. 

Large service providers and multinationals are moving businesses towards a more cloud 
based office where data is stored and backed up centrally on a cloud based server. The remote 
worker will need to be able to efficiently access the cloud based office, use the office applica-
tions and upload their own content quickly and easily. In addition, high upload performance 
increases the usability of order placement services, secure online banking, backing up and ar-
chiving of activities and uploading content for sharing or resale. However, critical to all users is 
certainty of availability similar to the need to have confidence of supply of power. When work-
ing from home or running a business, it is essential that your broadband service is constantly 
available and where issues arise such issues are resolved quickly. 

The predominantly fibre solution proposed by the Preferred Bidder in the NBP will facilitate 
and support these types of business services and the network to be built will provide that confi-
dence and assurance to all businesses in the Intervention Area.  

21/05/2019WRB03600Departmental Reports

21/05/2019WRB0370096. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he received, as requested, an update by 12 April 2019 on the actions the 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine is taking to resolve elevated sea lice levels; if 
he has received the response from the Department in relation to its requirements as set out in 
the correspondence which relate to its statutory responsibilities for the conservation of salmon 
and sea trout; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21785/19]

21/05/2019WRB03800Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): On 3 April, my Department received the monthly sea-lice report 
relating to salmon farms licenced by the Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine. I can 
confirm that a response to our request was provided by that Department on 12 April.    My De-
partment communicated our observations and outlined our appropriate concerns in the context 
of our statutory responsibilities, and those of Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI), for the protection of 
wild salmon and their habitat as well as our obligations under the EU Habitats Directive and the 
convention of the North Atlantic Salmon Conservation Organisation (NASCO). 

My Department receives monthly sea-lice reports in a timely fashion from the Department 
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of Agriculture Food and the Marine and, following consultation with Inland Fisheries Ireland, 
communicates any concerns in similar fashion. In relation to this report, our concerns were 
heightened at the reported very elevated lice levels at a number of fish farms during the critical 
migration period for wild Atlantic salmon, a protected species under the Habitats Directive. 

Scientific research both in Ireland and internationally indicates that the impact on vulner-
able wild salmon smolts (juveniles), during outward migration to distant feeding grounds, of 
heavy sea lice infestation can have a highly damaging effect on the numbers of these juveniles 
that survive and return to their natal river to spawn and create the next generation of fish which 
are genetically unique to that river. Recent peer reviewed research internationally has shown 
that sea lice emanating from fish farms can add up to an additional 39% mortality on these 
salmon smolts.   

21/05/2019WRB03900National Broadband Plan Administration

21/05/2019WRB0400097. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the number of homes in counties Sligo and Leitrim that are in the amber in-
tervention area for the national broadband plan; when the roll out of the plan will commence; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21482/19]

21/05/2019WRB04100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The purpose of the National Broadband Plan is to ensure that over 1.1 million of our 
citizens in rural Ireland have the same opportunity to participate in the digital society as citizens 
living in urban areas. The availability of ubiquitous high speed broadband will bring significant 
benefits in areas of e-Health, e-Education, smart farming, regional development and tourism.   
This is being achieved through a combination of commercial investment across the country, 
and a State intervention in those areas where commercial operators acting alone are unlikely to 
invest. 

Information on categories of specific premises can be accessed on my Department’s web-
site, www.broadband.gov.ie, by entering the relevant Eircode into the NBP High Speed Broad-
band Map. 

There are 40,092 premises in Co Sligo. 14,314 (36%) fall within the AMBER or State inter-
vention area of the NBP High Speed Broadband Map.

There are 22,338 premises in Co Leitrim. 11,297 (51%) fall within the AMBER or State 
intervention area of the NBP High Speed Broadband Map.

The State intervention is the subject of the procurement process to engage a company to 
build, operate and maintain the NBP State intervention network. I recently brought a recom-
mendation to Government to confer Preferred Bidder status on Granahan McCourt, the re-
maining bidder in the NBP procurement process and Government agreed to this. The company 
established to deliver the NBP is called National Broadband Ireland (NBI).

The Government Decision of 7 May 2019 means that it is intended to award the State In-
tervention contract to NBI. This award is subject to the contract close, including finalisation of 
financial and legal documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network will com-
mence shortly after that.

The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment.
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In the first year of this roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Con-
nection Points (BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be 
deployed in each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, 
enhancing online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these 
locations. A deployment plan will be made available by the bidder once the contract is signed. 
The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises by the end of the second year of the overall de-
ployment, with 70-100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.   

21/05/2019WRB04200Departmental Expenditure

21/05/2019WRB0430098. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the amount spent on consultancy fees to companies (details supplied) since 
June 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21715/19]

21/05/2019WRB04400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department administers a diverse, complex and technical brief across critical and 
strategic sectors of the Irish economy. The technical, commercial, legal complexity and evolv-
ing nature of sectors with which the Department deals requires access to external professional 
expertise to assist in discharging its functions.    In procuring these specialist services, my De-
partment always seeks to ensure value for money and that these services contribute to project 
delivery and informed, robust and evidence-based policy making. 

Details of expenditure since June 2015 on consultancy services provided to my Department 
by the three companies listed in the Question are set out in the table.

Name of Consultant Project Expenditure
€

KPMG
National Broadband Plan 11,475,285
Irish Natural Gas Network 
Study

208,879 

KPMG Total 11,684,164
PwC National Broadband Plan 2,411,021

PwC Total 2,411,021
    

Analysys Mason

National Broadband Plan 4,056,077
Advice on procurement of a 
new Emergency Call An-
swering Service provider 

397,288 

Metropolitan Area Networks 
Pricing and Access Review 
Consultancy

110,700 

Galway - Mayo Pipeline 
Ducting

102,782 

International Connectivity 
for Northern Ireland - Con-
sultancy

38,600 

Analysys Mason Total 4,705,447

21/05/2019WRB04500Census of Population Data
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21/05/2019WRB0460099. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Taoiseach the number of persons that co-work or work 
from home weekly that have broadband access and are employed in companies based in the lo-
cal authorities of each city (details supplied) in tabular form. [21327/19]

21/05/2019WRB04700Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Seán Kyne): The exact 
information that the Deputy has requested is not available.

The Census of Population provides information on the numbers of persons who reported 
working from home as well as the type of internet connection in the household. The CSO’s 
quarterly Labour Force Survey (LFS) collects information from those persons in employment 
relating to how frequently they work from home.

From the results of Census 2016, we can ascertain that 94,955 persons stated that they 
worked mainly from home.  Table 1 below shows their type of internet connection for the 5 
requested cities.

Table 1 – Home workers by internet access in Cities listed, 2016

All Home 
workers

Of which, 
broadband 
internet ac-
cess

Of which, in-
ternet access 
other than 
broadband

No internet 
access

Internet 
access not 
stated

State 94,955 72,622 9,482 10,590 2,261
Of which
Dublin City 
and suburbs

12,006 11,310 199 175 322

Cork City 
and suburbs

1,970 1,802 56 52 60

Limerick 
City and 
suburbs

816 726 37 36 17

Galway City 
and suburbs

948 845 31 28 44

Waterford 
City and 
suburbs

514 480 13 9 12

The most recent LFS results relate to Q1 2019. In Q1 2019 19.6% of persons in employ-
ment indicated that they either usually or sometimes work from home. Due to methodological 
and sample size constraints it is not possible to produce reliable city estimates from the LFS. 
However, estimates are available at the level of NUTS3 Regions.

Table 2 below presents data for Q1 2019 in respect of frequency of work from home at the 
requested NUTS3 regional level.

The NUTS3 West region includes Galway city, counties Galway, Mayo and Roscommon.

The NUTS3 Mid-West region includes Limerick city, counties Limerick, Clare and Tipper-
ary.

The NUTS3 South-East region includes Waterford city, counties Waterford, Carlow, Kilken-
ny and Wexford.
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The NUTS3 South-West region includes Cork city and counties Cork and Kerry.

The NUTS3 Dublin region includes Dublin city, Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal and 
South Dublin.

Table 2 Percentage of persons aged 15 years and over in employment

(ILO) classified by requested NUTS 3 Region of employment and home working  

-                                                                                                                              
%

NUTS 3 Region of employment and home working Q1 2019
State
Person usually works at home 7.0
Person sometimes works at home 12.6
Person never works at home 80.3
Not stated *
All persons 100.0
of which:
West
Person usually works at home 7.5
Person sometimes works at home 10.5
Person never works at home 81.8
Not stated *
All persons 100.0
Mid-West
Person usually works at home 6.6
Person sometimes works at home 11.4
Person never works at home 82.0
All persons 100.0
South-East
Person usually works at home 8.0
Person sometimes works at home 12.7
Person never works at home 79.3
All persons 100.0
South-West
Person usually works at home 7.6
Person sometimes works at home 10.4
Person never works at home 81.6
Not stated *
All persons 100.0
Dublin
Person usually works at home 5.7
Person sometimes works at home 17.0
Person never works at home 77.3
Not stated *
All persons 100.0

Source: Labour Force Survey (LFS), Central Statistics Office, Ireland.*

Estimates for numbers of persons or averages where there are less than 30 persons in a cell 
are not produced as estimates are too small to be considered reliable.
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Data may be subject to future revision.

Data may be subject to sampling or other survey errors, which are greater in respect of 
smaller values or estimates of change.

Reference period: January - March.

21/05/2019WRB04800Departmental Expenditure

21/05/2019WRB04900100. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Taoiseach the amount spent in fees to companies 
(details supplied) by his Department in each of the years 2011 to 2018. [21587/19]

21/05/2019WRB05000The Taoiseach: In 2018 my Department paid €14,205 to Deloitte Ireland LLP for expenses 
incurred by a witness following receipt of a direction by Judge Brian Cregan, Sole Member of 
the Commission of Investigation established concerning the Irish Bank Resolution Corpora-
tion, under section 24 of the Commissions of Investigation Act 2004. This payment was in re-
spect of a service provided by the company to the witness in connection with the Commissions 
investigation.

My Department has not paid any other fees to the companies in question during the years 
2011 to 2018.

21/05/2019WRB05100Public Sector Pensions

21/05/2019WRB05200101. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the reason 
abatement is being applied to the public service pension of a person (details supplied) in County 
Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21858/19]

21/05/2019WRB05300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The person in 
question, who retired from the Permanent Defence Force (PDF) in December 2012, is in receipt 
of a retirement (service) pension under the Defence Forces Superannuation Schemes, as well as 
a disability pension under the Army Pensions Acts.  

 In such cases, the superannuation rules provide for the partial reduction of the retirement 
pension.  This is known as ‘abatement’ and applies to the retirement pension regardless of the 
rank of the retired member.  The disability pension is payable in full.   It should be noted that 
there is an advantage to the pensioner in this arrangement in that the disability pension is ex-
empt from income tax, whereas retirement pensions are taxable.

The provisions outlined are set out in legislation and are of long standing.  The underlying 
rationale is to limit the total amount payable by way of both pensions.  The concept or principle 
involved is not unique to the Defence Forces and is applied generally in the public service.  

I would like to advise that under current public service pension increase policy, both of the 
pensions payable to this former PDF member qualify to be increased on foot of the basic pay 
increases due under the terms of the Public Service Stability Agreement (PSSA) 2018-2020.  As 
a post-1 March 2012 retiree, the benefit of the recent pay increases including 1% from 1 Janu-
ary 2018 and 1% from 1 October 2018 under the PSSA are currently being prepared and will 
shortly be passed on (with arrears) to the person in question. 

I am satisfied that the pension entitlements in this case have been calculated in accordance 
with the relevant rules of the superannuation scheme as set out in the legislation. 
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21/05/2019WRB05400Brexit Issues

21/05/2019WRB05500102. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the plans being 
prepared to recruit additional Army personnel should they be necessary to patrol additional 
Border posts in a post-Brexit scenario. [21387/19]

21/05/2019WRB05600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Government 
is committed to a PDF strength of 9,500 personnel in order to undertake the roles set out in the 
White Paper on Defence (2015). The recruitment campaign for the Defence Forces has set a 
target to recruit some 800 personnel in 2019. 

21/05/2019WRB05700Defence Forces Personnel Data

21/05/2019WRB05800103. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
Army personnel serving at Custume Barracks, Athlone, County Westmeath. [21388/19]

21/05/2019WRB05900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The establishment 
of the Permanent Defence Force is 9,500 personnel. The military authorities have informed me 
that the establishment for Units based in Custume Barracks, is approximately 950 personnel. 

Military service entails personnel moving into and out of particular postings and as they 
serve at home and overseas, receive training and undergo educational and career development 
courses.  Accordingly, there is a constant through-flow of personnel into and out of barracks, 
including Custume Barracks. 

21/05/2019WRB06000Defence Forces Personnel

21/05/2019WRB06100104. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his plans to en-
sure changes to the current regulations are made which would allow retiring Army personnel 
to take up roles within other State organisations for which they have suitable qualifications, for 
example, a trained military paramedic cannot take up a similar role within the HSE. [21389/19]

21/05/2019WRB06200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I am unaware 
of any restrictions in Defence Forces regulations that could prevent a retired Defence Forces 
paramedic from applying for a position in the HSE.  

21/05/2019WRC00200Defence Forces Pensions

21/05/2019WRC00300105. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if changes will 
be made to the Army pension system to allow retired personnel to work in more financially 
rewarding roles (details supplied). [21390/19]

21/05/2019WRC00400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The issue raised 
by the Deputy relates to the operation of Section 52 of the Public Service Pensions (Single 
Scheme and other Provisions) Act 2012.

This provides that where a retired public servant who is in receipt of a public service re-
tirement pension resumes employment anywhere in the public service on or after 1 November 
2012, their pension is liable to abatement, that is, cessation or reduction as appropriate. The 
measure applies across the public service, including the Defence Forces. However, it does not 
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apply in relation to employment with the commercial semi-State bodies or where public service 
pensioners are employed outside the public service.

Pension abatement in the public service is structured to ensure that a pensioner’s com-
bined earnings from their current public service job plus their existing public service retire-
ment pension do not exceed the current equivalent of pensionable salary from their old public 
service job. Depending on those variables, the actual impact (if any) from the measure on a 
person’s public service pension will vary from person to person.  For example, where a person’s 
combined public service earnings from their current job plus pension are less than the current 
equivalent of their pensionable earnings from their old job e.g. in the Defence Forces, there is 
no reduction of pension.

I should point out that prior to 1 November 2012, this abatement principle / concept already 
operated as a standard feature of public service pension schemes generally.  However, this was 
only within individual sectors and bodies where a public service pensioner resumed working 
in his or her former occupation, e.g. Defence Forces, Garda, Civil Service etc. The 2012 Act 
extends the principle across and between all sectors without exception, thereby restoring the 
arrangements that were in place until 1965.

I should also state that a public service pensioner already in public service employment im-
mediately before 1 November 2012 is not affected by the change while he or she remains in that 
post/position.  However, if their employment status changes after that date, for example, where 
they secure a new post through promotion with their current public service employer or where 
they move to a different post or public service body, their pension is subject to abatement in 
accordance with the legislation.

The Public Service Pensions (Single Scheme and other Provisions) Act 2012 comes under 
the remit of my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, and the question of 
any changes to that Act would therefore be a matter for him in the first instance.

21/05/2019WRC00500Army Barracks

21/05/2019WRC00600106. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the position re-
garding St. Bricin’s military facility (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21410/19]

21/05/2019WRC00700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My Officials 
have had proactive engagements with the Land Development Agency (LDA) both prior to and 
since its formal establishment in relation to potential landholdings which may be of interest to 
them for the development of housing provision. The LDA have confirmed to the Department 
that they are interested in acquiring the former Columb Barracks in Mullingar and to this end 
the Department has commenced the necessary background work antecedent to the formal nego-
tiations and transfer to the LDA.

The LDA have also confirmed a future interest in acquiring the St. Bricins medical facil-
ity in Dublin City.  My Officials and the Defence Forces are now scoping out the implications 
of accommodating the services currently provided at St. Bricins to an alternative location else-
where in the Defence Forces property portfolio.  My Department will continue to liaise with the 
LDA in accordance with the Government’s decision on the establishment of the LDA.

21/05/2019WRC00800Departmental Expenditure
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21/05/2019WRC00900107. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the amount 
spent in fees to companies (details supplied) by his Department in each of the years 2011 to 
2018, inclusive. [21577/19]

21/05/2019WRC01000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): In 2013, my 
Department paid fees totalling €1,987.38 to the fourth of the companies referred to by the 
Deputy. These were the total fees paid by my Department to the companies referred to by the 
Deputy during the period 2011 to 2018.

21/05/2019WRC01100Civil Defence

21/05/2019WRC01200108. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his plans to 
address concerns that the Civil Defence is being prevented from participating or assisting at 
community events and functions in which it would have normally taken part due to changes in 
its function; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21661/19]

21/05/2019WRC01300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Civil Defence 
is an organisation of approximately 3,500 volunteers that supports the Principal Response 
Agencies, Government Departments and State agencies during emergency and non-emergency 
events. Its role is set out in the 2015 Government White Paper on Defence.

In 2018, a total of 2,795 operations were undertaken by Civil Defence.

Civil Defence has a proud tradition of assisting at community events across the country.  
Much of this activity involves the provision of emergency medical services. The Pre Hospital 
Emergency Care Council (PHECC) is the regulator for emergency medical services in Ireland 
and their role is to protect the public. The Pre Hospital Emergency Care Council require or-
ganisations that wish to be operational to apply to them for an annual licence to operate. Civil 
Defence is currently licenced by PHECC up to 30 July 2019.

In advance of the renewal process in November 2018, my officials reviewed the statutory 
declaration. That review identified that some assurances and details required as part of the li-
censing process are not within the control or remit of the Department of Defence as responsibil-
ity for Civil Defence operations rests with local authorities as set out in the 2015 Government 
White Paper on Defence.

There has been ongoing engagement on this issue between my officials, senior officials 
from the Pre Hospital Emergency Care Council (PHECC) and with representatives of the Local 
Authorities through the County and City Management Association (CCMA) since early this 
year.

The most recent engagement was on Wednesday 15 May 2019.  At that meeting, there was 
continued positive engagement in line with the clear desire from all parties to resolve the issue, 
to ensure the emergency medical services provided by Civil Defence volunteers can continue. 
Further engagement will take place over the coming weeks.

I am committed to ensuring that the excellent service Civil Defence volunteers provide in 
terms of emergency medical services in emergency and non-emergency events continues be-
yond 30 July 2019 and I am confident all three parties can reach agreement, while recognising 
the unique structure of the Civil Defence organisation.

21/05/2019WRC01400Defence Forces Remuneration
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21/05/2019WRC01500109. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the steps 
taken to ensure that all branches of the Defence Forces have ready access to pay and service 
conditions comparable to the conditions of those branches alongside which they may be de-
ployed on overseas missions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21765/19]

21/05/2019WRC01600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Rates of pay and 
conditions of employment in the Defence Forces have traditionally been set by, amongst other 
things, reference to levels of pay across the various sectors of the Irish public service.  Basic pay 
is just an element of the overall remuneration package for members of the Permanent Defence 
Force. In addition to basic pay, a range of duties attract additional allowances.

Overseas Peace Support Allowance is paid to members of the Permanent Defence Force 
participating in overseas military operations on direction of the Government.  Overseas Armed 
Peace Support Allowance is paid in addition to the Overseas Peace Support Allowance to mem-
bers of an armed contingent of the Permanent Defence Force which has been dispatched for 
overseas military operations. These allowances are paid tax-free.

Certain overseas appointments attract expense-related allowances to ensure that Military 
Staff are not “out of pocket” as a consequence of necessarily incurred expenses in the discharge 
of their duties while living abroad. These expenses include a Cost of Living Allowance associ-
ated with a higher cost of living index at the post abroad, a Local Post Allowance and a rent 
allowance, where applicable.

21/05/2019WRC01700Military Medals

21/05/2019WRC01800110. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his plans to ad-
dress correspondence regarding the awarding of military medals to persons (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21807/19]

21/05/2019WRC01900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I wish to state at 
the outset that I recognise at every opportunity the quality of the service given by all members 
of Óglaigh na hÉireann at home and overseas, especially by those who paid the ultimate price 
for such service.

Members of the Defence Forces who have died in service are remembered annually in July 
on the National Day of Commemoration at the Royal Hospital Kilmainham.

As the Deputy will appreciate, there is a specific process in place concerning the nomination 
of an individual for a medal and this is set out in Defence Forces Regulations and associated 
Administrative Instructions.

These regulations and associated Administrative Instructions provide that a nomination for 
the award of the Military Medal for Gallantry (MMG) may be made and forwarded through the 
appropriate military chain of command to the Chief of Staff, who decides whether or not to ap-
point a Military Board to examine and report on a recommendation on the matter. Furthermore, 
there is a time limit of two years for submission of a recommendation to award a MMG.

I am informed that the Deputy Chief of Staff (Support) received a letter, dated 10 November 
2018, in which it is proposed that five personnel be awarded the MMG. An examination by the 
Military Authorities of the case submitted revealed that the proposal fell outside the timeframe 
as outlined in the Regulations.
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21/05/2019WRC02000Defence Forces Personnel Data

21/05/2019WRC02100111. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the num-
ber of personnel who entered and left, respectively, the Permanent Defence Force in each of the 
years 2017 and 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [21994/19]

21/05/2019WRC02200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The following 
table contains the information requested by the Deputy and, to provide context, also includes 
comparable figures from 2002.

Year Inductions Discharges
2002 637 768
2003 558 622
2004 659 586
2005 458 566
2006 631 641
2007 633 696
2008 525 575
2009 41 520
2010 150 536
2011 559 692
2012 721 803
2013 445 473
2014 508 481
2015 405 571
2016 690 679
2017 751 742
2018 612 731
2019* 52 161
*as of 31st March 2019

It should be noted that, on average, over 20% of those that leave have not completed their 
induction training.

The Government remains committed to ongoing recruitment to the Defence Forces to return 
to, and maintain, the establishment level of 9,500 personnel as set out in the White Paper on 
Defence 2015 and it is anticipated that some 800 personnel will be inducted in 2019. Tradition-
ally, significant inductions take place in the latter part of the year.

21/05/2019WRC02300Foreign Naval Vessels

21/05/2019WRC02400112. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 61 of 8 May 2019, the action that will be taken against those involved in 
or permitting the exercises in question (details supplied). [22015/19]

21/05/2019WRC02500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The three Royal 
Navy University training boats were in Ireland as part of a routine visit.  These boats are part of 
the University Royal Naval Unit fleet, whose primary role is undergraduate sea training in navi-
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gational skills and seamanship to prepare university students for a career in the Royal Navy.  
The Irish Naval Service availed of the opportunity to conduct professional maritime training 
(non-military) whilst the vessels were in Ireland as part of a routine visit.

21/05/2019WRC02600EU Declarations

21/05/2019WRC02700113. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his plans to implement the Sibiu declaration; and if this will involve an interdepartmental group 
or Cabinet committee. [21835/19]

21/05/2019WRC02800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Heads of State and Government of the EU27 adopted the Sibiu Declaration at the informal 
European Council meeting on 9 May.  Agreed on Europe Day, the Declaration recalls key 
achievements of the EU and sets out 10 commitments to guide the decisions that leaders will 
take about the future.

At the same time, leaders discussed strategic priorities for the coming years, with a view 
to adopting the EU Strategic Agenda 2019-2024 at the June European Council.  The Strategic 
Agenda will guide the work of the Union over the next five years.

Preparations for Ireland’s contribution to the new Strategic Agenda have been under way 
since late 2017, when the Minister of State for European Affairs and I joined the Taoiseach in 
launching a citizens’ dialogue on the future of Europe.  There was extensive engagement across 
the country last year and a narrative report on the citizens’ dialogue process was published in 
October.

On foot of this report, my Department, together with the Department of the Taoiseach, held 
consultations with Departments across Government earlier this year.  Discussions were also 
held as part of this process in the Interdepartmental Group on the European Union and Brexit, 
which consists of senior representatives of all Government Departments and the Office of the 
Attorney General. The Group focuses on current issues on the EU agenda, including the new 
Strategic Agenda.

Following these discussions, Ireland’s National Statement on the European Union was ap-
proved by the Cabinet last month.  The National Statement is Ireland’s contribution to the new 
Strategic Agenda.  It has been laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas and was the subject of 
statements in Dáil Éireann just before the Easter recess.

It is expected, as I have indicated, that the EU Strategic Agenda 2019-2024 will be adopted 
at the European Council next month and discussion on the draft text, which began in Sibiu, will 
continue in the meantime.  The Government will prioritise work, including engagement with 
partners, on the issues which will be highlighted in the Strategic Agenda and in the incoming 
Commission’s work programme.

21/05/2019WRC02900Cross-Border Co-operation

21/05/2019WRC03000114. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if an application for reconciliation fund grant aid has been received from an organisation (de-
tails supplied) in County Donegal; if so, when a decision on same will be made; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21351/19]

21/05/2019WRC03100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
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Department’s Reconciliation Fund awards grants to organisations working to build better rela-
tions within and between traditions in Northern Ireland, between North and South, and between 
Ireland and Britain.  It operates on the basis of two annual funding rounds.  The first round of 
2019 opened on 26th March and closed on 16th April.  By the closing date, no funding ap-
plication had been received from the particular organisation referred to by the Deputy.  That 
organisation has, however, been in contact separately with my officials, since the first funding 
round closed, regarding the possibility of making an application.  My officials are assisting the 
organisation with its enquiries and providing the necessary information to enable the organisa-
tion to apply, should it wish to do so, in the next funding round, scheduled for autumn 2019.

Details of the timing for the second funding round will be posted to the Reconciliation 
Fund page on my Department’s website during summer 2019.  Further information on the op-
eration of the Fund and the application process is available at: www.dfa.ie/about-us/funding/
reconciliation-fund/.

21/05/2019WRC03200Passport Controls

21/05/2019WRC03300115. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade if he will report on the confiscation of the passport of a person (details supplied) by 
the German authorities while under the care of their legal guardian; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [21436/19]

21/05/2019WRC03400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Department of Foreign Affairs is not aware of the case referred to by the Deputy. Irish citizens 
in Germany requiring consular assistance are encouraged to make contact with the Embassy of 
Ireland in Berlin, which will be able to provide the appropriate guidance and support.

21/05/2019WRC03500Passport Applications

21/05/2019WRC03600116. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if a 
passport application by a person (details supplied) will be expedited and processed in time for 
them to travel on 5 June 2019 in view of the fact that proof of travel has been provided; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [21558/19]

21/05/2019WRC03700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): An 
application for a first Irish passport for the person in question was registered with the Passport 
Service on the 13 May 2019.

The Passport Service aims to process first-time passport applications submitted via Passport 
Express within 20 working days. At present, first time applications submitted through Passport 
Express are being processed in an average time of 22 working days, excluding postage time.  
First-time applications require additional security measures including robust identity verifica-
tion and entitlement checking and, as a result, take longer to process.

The Passport Service endeavours to issue passports as swiftly as possible in a way that is 
fair and equitable to all citizens. The individual’s travel date of 5 June has been noted and will 
be brought to the attention of the relevant team.

21/05/2019WRC03800Departmental Expenditure
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21/05/2019WRC03900117. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the amount spent in fees to companies (details supplied) by his Department in each of the 
years 2011 to 2018, inclusive. [21581/19]

21/05/2019WRC04000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under 
International Auditing Standards there is an obligation to have an independent assessment of 
the work of the Evaluation and Audit Unit of the Department carried out every five years. This 
is an external quality assurance requirement.  Ernst and Young undertook this assessment work 
in 2018 and a payment of €15,990 was made to the company by the Department last year.

My Department also made a payment to Deloitte of €8,034 in 2016. This related to ICT 
services supplied by IBM via Deloitte, which was acting as a reseller in the provision of the 
service.

21/05/2019WRC04100Human Rights Cases

21/05/2019WRC04200118. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the efforts being made at EU level to address concerns about human rights abuses in Bahrain; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21600/19]

21/05/2019WRC04300119. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he has formally raised the issue of human rights abuses and the detention of human rights de-
fenders with the Bahraini authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21601/19]

21/05/2019WRC04400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 118 and 119 together.

The human rights situation in Bahrain remains a matter of concern.

My Department regularly raises the issue of human rights abuses and the detention of hu-
man rights defenders with the Bahraini authorities. Most recently officials from my Department 
met with officials from the Bahraini Embassy in March 2019 and raised our human rights con-
cerns directly with them.

Through our interventions at the UN Human Rights Council (HRC) Ireland has repeatedly 
raised concerns about the human rights situation in Bahrain. Ireland regularly raises the issue 
in our Item 4 statement on ‘human rights situations that require the Council’s attention’, most 
recently in September 2018 and again in February 2019.

At the most recent HRC Universal Periodic Review of Bahrain’s human rights record in 
2017, Ireland urged Bahrain to accept an open offer by the Office of the High Commissioner 
for Human Rights to visit Bahrain.

The European External Action Service, on behalf of the EU, holds a regular informal human 
rights dialogue with the Bahraini authorities at which individual human rights cases are raised 
and concerns relayed regarding the human rights situation in the country.

My Department will continue to monitor developments in Bahrain, and to call on the Bah-
raini Government to deliver on its stated commitment to make progress in relation to human 
rights.  We shall do so both directly with Bahraini officials, as well as at EU and international 
level, whenever opportunities arise.

21/05/2019WRC04600EU Issues
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21/05/2019WRC04700120. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of the situation in Romania and planned legal changes which could undermine the 
rule of law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21602/19]

21/05/2019WRC04800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): When 
Romania joined the EU on 1 January 2007, the EU established the Cooperation and Verification 
Mechanism (CVM) as a transitional measure to assist the new Member State in addressing is-
sues in regard to the rule of law, particularly in relation to judicial reform and the fight against 
corruption.  The European Commission reports annually to the European Parliament and the 
Council on progress towards meeting the established CVM benchmarks. The Commission’s 
annual assessments are based on careful analysis and monitoring, drawing on a continuous 
dialogue with the Romanian authorities and with other EU countries, civil society, international 
organisations, independent experts and a variety of other interlocutors.

Romania was deemed to have made good progress over a number of years.  However, 
over the past three years the European Commission has conveyed concerns to the Romanian 
Government.  Earlier this month, Commission Vice-President Frans Timmermans wrote to the 
Romanian President, the Presidents of the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate, and the Prime 
Minister, setting out in some detail the Commission’s opinion that various legislative amend-
ments, which have mostly been introduced via emergency ordinances that bypass normal stake-
holder consultations, have contributed to the weakening of judicial independence and the fight 
against corruption and crime. He warned that unless corrective measures were quickly applied, 
or if further negative steps were taken, the Commission would initiate the Rule of Law Frame-
work enabling dialogue between the two sides aimed at avoiding the triggering of Article 7 of 
the Treaty on European Union.  The Rule of Law Framework would temporarily replace the 
CVM process, although it would take account of the CVM benchmarks and recommendations.  
Mr. Timmermans also noted that the CVM would remain operational into the future, until its 
benchmarks and recommendations were fully and satisfactorily met.  Furthermore, the letter 
warned that the Commission would act swiftly in response to any EU Treaty infringements by 
Romania.

Ireland shares the objectives of the Commission, which are to help the Romanian authorities 
find solutions to the rule of law issues that have emerged, and to resume and indeed accelerate 
progress towards meeting the CVM benchmarks and recommendations.  The Irish Embassy 
in Bucharest and Embassies of twelve like-minded countries issued a joint statement in April, 
which called on all parties involved in drafting emergency Government ordinances to avoid 
legislative changes that would weaken the rule of law and Romania’s ability to fight crime and 
corruption. Legislative changes currently under consideration risk breaching common Euro-
pean values, undermining the rule of law, and negatively impacting on Romania’s economic 
development and the well-being of its citizens. We have urged the Romanian Government to 
take into account the steps recommended by the European Commission, the European Parlia-
ment, the EU Council, and the Council of Europe’s Venice Commission and GRECO. The fact 
that Romania currently holds the EU Presidency places Romania in a special position of respon-
sibility, and we have urged the Romanian Government to reaffirm political commitment to our 
shared values. Action on these issues is in the interests not only of the people of Romania, but 
of the EU as a whole.

21/05/2019WRC04850Foreign Conflicts

21/05/2019WRC04875121. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of the situation in Rakhine State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[21603/19]

21/05/2019WRC04887Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Since 
military operations in Rakhine State escalated in August 2017, an estimated 720,000 refugees 
have fled to Bangladesh. A significant number of civilians were also internally displaced within 
Rakhine and 128,000 people remain in IDP camps having fled previous bouts of violence. This 
exodus of refugees and internal displacement was accompanied by widespread and credible 
claims of serious human rights violations in Rakhine State by the Myanmar Security Forces.

Recent months have again seen an escalation of violence in Rakhine State and neighbouring 
Chin State related to ongoing conflict between the Myanmar Security Forces and ethnic armed 
groups. The situation remains unstable with increasing violence generating further displace-
ment of civilians.

In response, through both bilateral contacts with Myanmar and through our memberships 
of the UN and EU, Ireland has deployed political pressure to address this crisis.  Most recently, 
this has included calling on the Myanmar government to urgently establish greater access to 
these communities for UN agencies and humanitarian NGOs in order to fully assess and address 
the needs of civilians, who remain in areas of conflict and have been traumatically affected by 
recent events.  The EU Foreign Affairs Council has adopted several sets of Council Conclusions 
addressing gross human rights violations in Myanmar’s Kachin, Rakhine and Shan States. The 
Conclusions called on Myanmar to hold those responsible for these crimes to account and to 
take meaningful action towards the creation of conditions conducive to a safe, voluntary, dig-
nified and sustainable return of those displaced to their places of origin.  The EU has also put 
in place targeted restrictive measures against senior military officers of the Myanmar Security 
Forces responsible for these acts. In addition, the European Commission is currently reviewing 
Myanmar’s trade preferences under the framework of the Everything But Arms (EBA) scheme.  
Ireland has also worked closely with UN and EU partners to push for accountability for the 
human rights violations that have occurred. In September 2018, the Human Rights Council 
adopted a Resolution, proposed jointly by the EU and the Organisation of Islamic Coopera-
tion, mandating a new impartial independent mechanism to collect, consolidate, preserve and 
analyse evidence of the most serious violations of international law committed in Myanmar 
since 2011. This is an important step in facilitating fair and independent criminal proceedings 
for these crimes.

Ireland has strongly and consistently pressed for unhindered humanitarian access to affect-
ed areas and continues to provide humanitarian support for the Rohingya community both in 
Myanmar and Bangladesh. For 2019, Ireland has already contributed €1 million to the UNHCR 
response to the Rohingya refugee crisis in Bangladesh, building on funding of €2.3 million 
since 2017. Ireland’s support has also included the provision of advisers to UN agencies through 
the Rapid Response Initiative. We are also the 8th largest contributor to the UN-administered 
Central Emergency Response Fund, which has provided more than €37 million in humanitar-
ian assistance in Bangladesh and Rakhine State since 2017.  The best long-term framework for 
a sustainable solution that addresses the concerns of the Rohingya, including the key issue of 
securing citizenship rights and the protection that accrues, remains the recommendations of the 
Advisory Commission on Rakhine State that was led by Kofi Annan.

Last month, Ambassador to Thailand and Myanmar, Tony Cotter, met with State Counsel-
lor Aung San Suu Kyi and discussed the current situation in Rakhine State and international 
concerns. Officials in my Department, including in the Embassy of Ireland in Thailand, will 
continue to monitor the situation.
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21/05/2019WRC04900Overseas Development Aid

21/05/2019WRC05000122. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if funding will be maintained to the United Nations Population Fund in 2020 at current lev-
els; if funding to the fund will increase between 2020 and 2030 in addition to overall over-
seas development assistance budget increases; if funding will continue to be provided to the 
UNFPA-UNICEF joint programme to eliminate female genital mutilation; and his plans for 
multi-year funding plans for UNFPA thematic funds rather than sporadic funding commitments. 
[21637/19]

21/05/2019WRC05100123. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will prioritise sexual and reproductive health in bilateral overseas development assistance 
to countries negatively affected by the expansion of the global gag rule of the United States of 
America, which is having a devastating effect on funding to vital sexual and reproductive health 
programmes around the world. [21638/19]

21/05/2019WRC05200124. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will attend the high-level conference to advance the implementation of the International 
Conference on Population and Development, ICPD, programme of action that will take place 
in Nairobi from 12 to 14 November 2019; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that 
2019 marks the 25th anniversary of the ICPD which took place in Cairo in 1994; his views on 
whether Ireland needs to play an important role in ensuring that the ICPD programme of action 
is urgently implemented and sexual and reproductive health rights are realised across the globe; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21639/19]

21/05/2019WRC05300Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): I propose to take Questions Nos. 122 to 124, inclusive, together.

Ireland’s new international development policy, A Better World, was published in Febru-
ary, situating Irish interventions within the framework of the Sustainable Development Goals 
and, in particular, their injunction to reach the furthest behind first.  Actions to promote gender 
equality are at the core of A Better World, which provides for a number of new initiatives, in-
cluding building on Ireland’s strong record of delivery in the health area and in reducing the 
incidence of, and the effects of, HIV/AIDS.

The Sustainable Development Goals state that achieving universal access to sexual and re-
productive health and rights is essential, with goals 3.7 and 5.6 particularly relevant.  Achieving 
this will transform women’s health outcomes. Evidence and hard data demonstrate the substan-
tial health benefits associated with the provision of services in this area, in terms of decreased 
rates of maternal mortality and of unintended pregnancies.

Ireland’s existing development partnerships with, among others, UNFPA; UNAIDS - whose 
work is particularly critical at this time of global challenges related to HIV and AIDS, and 
where young adolescent girls are most at risk of infection; UNESCO for their work on Compre-
hensive Sexuality Education with a particular focus in countries in sub-Saharan Africa; and the 
Global Fund to fight AIDS, TB and Malaria, provide the platform for Ireland’s delivery of our 
responsibility to assist others achieve SDG goals 3.7 and 5.6.

Ireland is a consistent and committed supporter of UNFPA’s global efforts. In October 2018, 
the Tánaiste announced Ireland’s intention to increase the core funding of UNFPA by €700,000 
bring the 2018 total to €3.5 million. This total has been maintained in 2019 and is a demonstra-
tion of our support for the work of the agency. This funding can be allocated by UNFPA across 
the key priority areas of its Strategic Plan, which includes addressing Female Genital Mutila-
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tion and Cutting (FGM/C). Ireland also provides core funding to UNICEF which, together with 
UNFPA, leads the largest global programme to accelerate the abandonment of FGM and is cur-
rently focussed on 17 African countries.

2019 marks the 25th anniversary of the International Conference on Population and Devel-
opment (ICPD), which took place in Cairo in 1994. At that conference, 179 governments, in-
cluding Ireland, adopted a Programme of Action recognising that reproductive health, women’s 
empowerment and gender equality are the pathway to sustainable development.  This Pro-
gramme of Action informed the agreement of SDG goals 3.7 and 5.6.  The upcoming Nairobi 
International Conference on Population and Development will mark 25 years since Cairo.

My Department is engaging with UNFPA on its plans for Nairobi, including during the 
recent visit to Ireland of the Executive Director of UNFPA, who praised Ireland’s work in the 
developing world and in particular saying that ‘You defend women and girls’.  It is intended that 
Ireland would have high-level political representation at Nairobi.

21/05/2019WRD00200Passport Applications

21/05/2019WRD00300125. Deputy John Brady asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the timeframe for passport renewals for online applications and passport express; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21793/19]

21/05/2019WRD00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Appli-
cations made via the online passport renewal service are currently being processed within the 
target turnaround time of 10 working days, excluding postage time.  In fact the vast majority of 
applications are processed in a considerably shorter time period.

The Passport Service aims to process all passport renewal applications submitted via Pass-
port Express within 15 working days. At present, renewal applications through Passport Ex-
press are being processed in an average time of 16 working days, excluding postage time.

The Passport Service is currently in its peak season for passport demand with the vast ma-
jority of applications being received between February and August each year. From January to 
April this year, the Passport Service has seen a 16% increase in passport applications compared 
to the same four month period in 2018. The number of passport applications is expected to con-
tinue to increase throughout 2019.

A number of measures have been taken by the Passport Service to manage the increase in 
demand including the recruitment of additional staff, the continuous implementation of techno-
logical and service improvements and the re-organisation of production processes and admin-
istrative arrangements.

 At the end of 2018, the Passport Service employed 363.2 Full Time Equivalent staff. This is 
an increase of over 40 staff since the same point in 2017. Already this year, over 90 additional 
Full Time Equivalent staff have taken up roles in the Passport Service. Targeted overtime has 
been sanctioned for both permanent and temporary staff when required. The Passport Service 
has received approval to recruit over 230 Temporary Clerical Officers (TCOs) in 2019 to as-
sist in processing passport applications and to deal with the queries from the general public. A 
dedicated Customer Service Hub has been established to deal with queries from the public and 
additional staff have been allocated.

The Passport Reform Programme continues to deliver major upgrades to the Passport Ser-
vice technology platforms and business processes as well as significant customer service im-
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provements. The award winning Online Passport Renewal Service has been the most significant 
project launched under the Programme to date. The second phase of the Online Passport Re-
newal Service was rolled out in November 2018. The online facility now allows for the renewal 
of children’s passports and has expanded the cohort of adults eligible to renew online. The 
online service brings significant benefits to citizens with faster turnaround times and greater 
customer satisfaction. The online service has been instrumental in the management of overall 
passport operations and in allowing the passport service to allocate staff resources more effi-
ciently to cope with unprecedented demand. Other projects that will advance in 2019 include 
the development of business process automation, document management systems and the roll 
out of mailing machines.

21/05/2019WRD00500Syrian Conflict

21/05/2019WRD00600126. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the position regarding the situation in Syria; the efforts being made at EU and international 
level to bring an end to this conflict; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21805/19]

21/05/2019WRD00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
situation in Syria remains grave. Since 2011, the Syria conflict has cost the lives of well over 
400,000 people. As the conflict enters its ninth year, nearly 12 million people are in need of 
humanitarian assistance inside Syria, and more than 80 per cent of people live below the pov-
erty line. Over 6 million people are displaced inside Syria, and a further 5.6 million have fled to 
neighbouring countries and the wider region. The Assad regime and its allies have repeatedly 
targeted civilians, through deliberate attacks, including chemical attacks, on civilian infrastruc-
ture such as homes, hospitals and schools, the use of “starve or surrender” techniques and the 
denial of humanitarian assistance, and forced displacement in the interest of demographic engi-
neering. Other groups, most notably ISIS, have also perpetrated atrocities. 

While the conflict had been less intense in recent months, in recent weeks there has been 
an escalation of the conflict in the north-west of Syria, in the area around Idlib. Conflict there 
between the regime and other armed groups has displaced almost 200,000 people, has killed 
over 100 civilians, and has left hundreds injured. I condemn in particular the airstrikes that are 
reported to have targeted medical facilities and schools. 

All parties must uphold their ceasefire commitments and cease military activities in the Idlib 
region. Any attempt at a purely military approach to the situation there risks endangering hun-
dreds of thousands of others. Those with influence on the Syrian regime have a responsibility to 
exert pressure to ensure that civilians are protected, and to encourage the Syrian Government to 
engage fully with the UN-led peace process. 

Ireland and the EU firmly believe that eight years of war have shown that military action 
cannot bring lasting peace to Syria. We support the UN-led efforts to bring about a political 
resolution to the conflict, in accordance with the 2012 Geneva Communiqué and UN Security 
Council Resolution 2254. What is needed to bring a sustainable end to the violence is a Syrian-
owned and Syrian-led process. The EU provides direct assistance to the Geneva peace talks and 
has launched, in coordination with the UN, an initiative to develop political dialogue with key 
actors from the region to identify common ground. 

The UN Special Envoy’s efforts are currently focused on establishing a constitutional com-
mittee, made up of Syrians of different political views, to chart the way forward for the country 
and unlock a broader political process. The UN Special Envoy has been engaging directly with 
Russia, Turkey and Iran on this, and we believe that they have a responsibility to support and 
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assist his efforts. 

At the EU-League of Arab States Ministerial meeting in February, I raised the ongoing con-
flict in Syria with my EU and Arab counterparts. At the EU-League of Arab States Summit in 
Egypt later that month, which the Taoiseach attended, EU and Arab countries reaffirmed their 
commitment to the UN-led process in Syria, and agreed that any sustainable solution to the Syr-
ian conflict requires a genuine political transition. 

Ireland is a strong and consistent donor to the Syria crisis response and our overall funding 
supports those in need inside Syria as well as Syrian refugees and vulnerable host communities 
in the region. In March 2019, Ireland pledged a further €25 million to the crisis, bringing the 
total amount of humanitarian assistance committed to the Syria crisis to over €143 million since 
2012 – our largest ever response to any single crisis. To date, Ireland has disbursed €138m of 
this funding. Through its annual contributions to the EU Institutions, Ireland also supports the 
EU’s humanitarian response in Syria.

21/05/2019WRD00800International Relations

21/05/2019WRD00900127. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the efforts being made at EU level to de-escalate tension between the US and Iran; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21806/19]

21/05/2019WRD01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
concerned by the growing tensions between the United States and Iran which have escalated in 
recent months and weeks. Following US withdrawal from the Iran Nuclear Deal (JCPOA) last 
year, both Ireland and the EU conveyed our great regret at the decision to the US Government, 
and have maintained that view. Ireland has clearly expressed our belief that there is no credible 
peaceful alternative to the JCPOA, which we believe was a significant diplomatic achievement, 
and one which Iran was in full compliance with, as verified by the International Atomic Energy 
Agency. The Middle East is a safer region with the JCPOA in operation, and would be less safe 
without it.

Ireland shares broader concerns expressed by the United States about some Iranian behav-
iour in the region, most notably in relation to Iran’s activities on ballistic missiles, and support 
for militant groups, especially in Syria and Yemen. However, Ireland believes that none of these 
concerns can be better addressed without the JCPOA in place. 

I join my EU colleagues in regretting the continuing US efforts to tighten general economic 
sanctions on Iran, and Iran’s subsequent decision to partially suspend its operation of some 
commitments under the JCPOA. Ireland and the EU will continue to endeavour to ensure the 
effective implementation of the JCPOA and adherence to its commitments by all parties.  

On 13 May, US Secretary of State Pompeo met with High Representative Mogherini in 
Brussels. HR/VP Mogherini urged the United States to exercise maximum restraint as tensions 
mount between the US and Iran and stressed the need for diplomatic dialogue. She reiterated 
the EU’s continuing commitment to the JCPOA.

The Government and the European Union will continue to monitor tensions between the US 
and Iran, and where the opportunity arises with both Governments and relevant interlocutors, 
will encourage a return to amicable and constructive communication. This is clearly a situation 
of concern, but equally we should not ourselves contribute to raising the temperature. I continue 
to believe that neither the US nor Iran is seeking to move towards conflict.
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21/05/2019WRD01100International Bodies Membership

21/05/2019WRD01200128. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
consideration has been given to applying for observer membership of the Arctic Council; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [21844/19]

21/05/2019WRD01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
1996 Ottawa Declaration formally established the Arctic Council as a high level intergovern-
mental forum to promote cooperation among Arctic States and indigenous communities.  Mem-
bership of the Council comprises the eight littoral States and six representative groups of the 
Arctic Indigenous peoples. Non Arctic States and other bodies can apply to become Observers, 
of which there are currently thirty nine - thirteen States and twenty six other groups.

 The Arctic Council carries out important work in a number of areas which are of interest to 
Ireland, including the environment, biodiversity, climate change and sustainable development. 

I have asked my Department to carry out a scoping exercise on the value and feasibility 
of Ireland applying for Observer Status at the Arctic Council, together with a consideration 
of the commitments and engagement it would involve.  The Department and relevant Embas-
sies have been engaging with Members and Observer Members of the Arctic Council and with 
stakeholders in Ireland on interest in broader engagement in the Arctic region, including on 
the obligations and merits of a possible application for observer status in the future.  Observer 
status at the Arctic Council would involve not just the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
but also other Government Departments, agencies and other stakeholders, so wide engagement 
is required before making a decision on a recommendation to Government.

 We hope to conclude this work later this year and the decision on whether or not to apply 
for observer status will be made on a solid understanding of the engagement and commitment 
required, and how Ireland could contribute positively to the work of the Council.

Applications for Observership of the Council are submitted to the incumbent Council Chair 
three months before the bi-annual Ministerial meeting, next slated to take place in Iceland in 
May 2021.  The application must be accompanied by a memorandum setting out the proposed 
Observer’s ability to contribute to the work of the Council.  In considering the general suitabil-
ity of an applicant, the Council will consider a range of factors, including the extent to which 
the applicant has demonstrated a political willingness as well as financial ability to contribute 
to the work of the Council and their relevant Arctic interests and expertise.

21/05/2019WRD01400Brexit Preparations

21/05/2019WRD01500129. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of Brexit contingency planning for all scenarios, including a no-deal scenario; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [21867/19]

21/05/2019WRD01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
decision of the April European Council to extend the Article 50 process until 31 October 2019, 
at the request of Prime Minister May, reduced significantly the risk of an immediate no deal UK 
withdrawal from the EU. However, the deepening political impasse in the UK since then, and 
the failure to date of the UK Parliament to ratify the Withdrawal Agreement, has raised the risk 
of a no deal departure from the EU in October. This scenario remains a serious concern and we 
are preparing accordingly. 
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The Government, across all Departments, will continue its planning, both at home and at 
EU level, for all possible scenarios. Government Departments and State Agencies have been 
preparing for Brexit since the 2016 referendum in the UK and will continue to do so, through 
extensive contingency planning and stakeholder engagement. 

The immediate focus since December 2018 has been on ensuring the necessary contingency 
measures are in place to limit the potential negative impacts of a no deal Brexit. Much of this 
work, details of which were published in the Government’s December 2018 Brexit Contingen-
cy Action Plan and subsequent updates, will continue to be relevant in any Brexit scenario.  The 
period afforded by the agreed extension is being used to further deepen our no deal responses 
and to and add to or refine completed measures to maximise readiness for a no deal scenario. 
Many of the preparatory measures undertaken by businesses are good general business practice, 
and would be of benefit in any scenario.

The Deputy will be aware that legislative provisions have been passed by the Oireachtas in 
the Withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union (Consequential Provisions) 
Act 2019 and remain ready to be deployed if and when required.

Brexit, in whatever form it takes, will have a significant impact on Ireland. Government, 
businesses and citizens must make the necessary preparations to minimise its impact on our 
trade and our economy. We are determined to be as ready as we can be, whatever the outcome 
of the Brexit process.

21/05/2019WRD01700Consular Services Data

21/05/2019WRD01800130. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
number of cases the consular division dealt with in each of the years from 2013 to 2018 regard-
ing the death of an Irish citizen abroad, particularly citizens who were resident here and were, 
therefore, abroad for holidays or work reasons. [21892/19]

21/05/2019WRD01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
number of cases notified to the Consular Directorate of my Department of deaths of Irish citi-
zens abroad are as follows: 

2013 - 231 

2014 - 225 

2015 - 272 

2016 - 250

2017 - 320

2018 - 292

The statistics held by the Department do not distinguish between citizens resident in the 
State and those resident abroad, and of course would not include those cases where the death 
was not reported to the Department.

21/05/2019WRD02000Overseas Development Aid Expenditure

21/05/2019WRD02100131. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
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if there is still a commitment to reach the target of spending 0.7% of gross national income on 
overseas development assistance; when he expects to achieve this target; the increase in over-
seas development aid spending it will require; and the way in which it is expected to reach this 
target in the coming years. [21963/19]

21/05/2019WRD02200Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): Ireland’s new policy for international development, A Better World, was published 
in February.  A Better World reaffirms the Government’s commitment, as outlined in Global Ire-
land 2025, to expand Ireland’s official development assistance and make progress on delivering 
the United Nations target of allocating 0.7 percent of Gross National Income (GNI) for official 
development assistance by 2030. 

A Better World provides the framework for this expansion. Based on current projections 
for economic growth, which may change as circumstances evolve, achieving the 0.7% target 
by 2030 would mean a tripling of the current allocations to ODA, and would require sustained, 
substantial managed annual increments given that the point of departure is 0.3% of GNI this 
year.  Difficult choices will be required between competing priorities and ongoing careful plan-
ning and consultation with other Government Departments and stakeholders will be needed if 
this level of ambition is to be realised.

Good progress is being made with allocations to official development assistance increased 
by 32% since 2014. Budget 2019 saw the highest increase in funding available in over a decade, 
with Irish official development assistance in 2019 to reach almost €817 million, an increase of 
approximately €110 million and a 16% increase on the allocation announced in budget 2018.

The table sets out indicative allocations to ODA, based on current economic growth fore-
casts, which show a possible phased path to reaching the 0.7% target by 2030.  Allocations will 
be decided annually as part of the normal budgetary process.

 Year ODA level 
€ Million  

Expected ODA/GNI 
% Target 

 2019 817 0.30% 
 2023 1400 0.50% 
 2025 1800 0.57% 
 2027 2100 0.62%
 2030 2500 0.70% 

21/05/2019WRD02300Human Rights

21/05/2019WRD02400132. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if, through diplomatic channels, he can assist in the protection of environmental and hu-
man rights defenders in La Guajira in north Colombia who have been receiving death threats, 
one of whom was recently in the Houses of the Oireachtas meeting Deputies and Senators. 
[22013/19]

21/05/2019WRD02500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Sup-
port for human rights defenders is a long established priority of Ireland’s foreign policy and 
we proudly play an active role in championing the promotion and protection of human rights 
defenders and of open civil society space globally. 

I wholly condemn any threats, intimidation or violence against human rights defenders and 
social leaders, including the instances to which the Deputy refers. I am aware of this situation 
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and of the broader climate of violence and intimidation which exists for political and com-
munity activists and leaders in Colombia, and I would like to take this opportunity to urge the 
Government of Colombia to investigate these cases in full. 

As the Deputy will be aware, Ireland opened its new Embassy in Bogotá earlier this year. 
While Ireland’s new Embassy’s focus will be on developing the bilateral political and eco-
nomic relationship with Colombia and on continuing to support the country’s transition to a 
post-conflict society, having a permanent presence in Bogotá means that we will be much better 
positioned to monitor issues such as the situation of human rights defenders in the country. 

Officials at our new Embassy, as well as at my Department in Dublin, meet regularly with 
human rights leaders and civil society actors from across the country. The Embassy is following 
the situation in La Guajira closely and regularly engages with partner organisations in Colom-
bia that are involved in monitoring human rights in this region. 

Embassy officials intend to visit La Guajira in the near future and meet with human rights 
defenders and civil society groups. We also regularly raise human rights concerns in our ex-
changes with the Government and official representatives of Colombia, including the situation 
of human rights defenders and community leaders.  

Ireland also engages on the issue of intimidation and violence against human rights defend-
ers and civil society actors at EU level. Former Tánaiste Eamon Gilmore in his position as EU 
Special Envoy to the Colombian peace process, a role in which he is supported by my Depart-
ment, recently led the 11th session of the EU-Colombia Human Rights Dialogue. 

Special Envoy Gilmore has visited the region of La Guajira in the past and, during this dia-
logue with representatives of the Colombian Government, he raised the alarmingly high figures 
of attacks against human rights defenders across the country. Particular reference was made to 
the disproportionately high level of violence against indigenous leaders, and the need for col-
lective protection measures.  

Ireland remains fully committed to supporting Colombia’s transition to a peaceful post-con-
flict society, a key element of which is the vindication and protection of human, environmental 
and social rights. Significant challenges remain, but Ireland supports the full implementation 
of the peace agreement, which will ensure a more peaceful, stable and prosperous future for all 
Colombians.  

Ireland has provided more than €14 million in funding to Colombia since 2007, mainly 
channelled through the United Nations, and Colombian and international NGOs focusing on the 
areas of human rights, conflict prevention, peacebuilding and supporting livelihoods for rural 
populations. 

My Department provides funding directly to the United Nations Office of the High Com-
missioner for Human Rights in Colombia to support its important work in promoting and pro-
tecting human rights, including in some of Colombia’s most isolated and challenging regions, 
as well as to the Inter American Commission on Human Rights, which provides protection 
measures to community leaders and activists operating in Colombia and elsewhere in Latin 
America. 

Ireland was also a founding member of the EU Trust Fund for Colombia, and will contribute 
€3 million over the five-year lifespan of the Fund. The Fund finances projects targeted at the 
marginalised rural areas of Colombia which have been most affected by conflict, and all proj-
ects incorporate a human rights and gender perspective.

I firmly believe that Colombia’s peace accord provides the framework in which the endemic 
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violence and impunity which has afflicted Colombian society for decades can successfully be 
addressed. Ireland sees our partnership with Colombia as a long-term commitment, and we will 
continue to strongly support the full implementation of the accords. 

We will continue to engage with the Colombian Government, EU and multilateral partners, 
and civil society groups and human rights defenders on this issue and on the broader human 
rights situation in the country. I can assure the Deputy of our continued commitment to assisting 
the Colombian people in their goal of achieving a brighter, more peaceful and more prosperous 
future for all Colombians.

21/05/2019WRD02600Insurance Costs

21/05/2019WRD02700133. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if he will address the ongoing 
issue of returning immigrants being charged high car insurance due to their no claims bonus 
expiring, even though no claims have been made against the policy. [21598/19]

21/05/2019WRD02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset it is important to note that 
as Minister for Finance, I am responsible for the development of the legal framework governing 
financial regulation.  Neither I nor the Central Bank of Ireland can interfere in the provision or 
pricing of insurance products, as these matters are of a commercial nature, and are determined 
by insurance companies based on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept.  This 
position is reinforced by the EU framework for insurance which expressly prohibits Member 
States from adopting rules which require insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the 
pricing or terms and conditions of insurance products.  Consequently, I am not in a position to 
direct insurance companies as to the pricing level or terms or conditions that they should apply 
in respect of particular categories of drivers or vehicles.  

Notwithstanding this, the difficulties faced by returning emigrants in respect of motor insur-
ance was recognised by the Cost of Insurance Working Group’s and was the subject of a par-
ticular recommendation.  In this regard, a protocol was agreed between Insurance Ireland and 
the Department of Finance in relation to returning emigrants, under which insurance companies 
committed to accepting the driving experience of such drivers gained while abroad, when the 
driver has had previous driving experience in Ireland.  The details of it is available on Insurance 
Ireland’s website and the websites of its member companies. 

The guiding principle of the protocol is to ensure that a returning emigrant is not treated 
differently to any other driver, subject to verification of their continued driving experience and 
the normal acceptance criteria of the company.  Thus, a returning emigrant will not be disad-
vantaged from spending that time abroad.  Furthermore, under the protocol, insurance compa-
nies will not distinguish between countries on the basis of which side of the road driving takes 
place therein.  My Department continues to review the implementation of this recommendation 
through its regular engagement with Insurance Ireland.  

With regard to the specific scenario in the Deputy’s question more precisely, I understand 
that in general, insurance companies set a date by which a no-claims bonus will expire, where 
the driver has held no insurance in their own name for 2 or more years.  This applies whether the 
person continues to reside in Ireland, or they decide to move abroad and this is primarily a com-
mercial matter for insurance companies.  The protocol recognises this scenario and states that if 
more than two years have passed since the Irish motor insurance policy was cancelled/lapsed, 
the Irish No Claims Discount is no longer valid.  Notwithstanding this, Insurance Ireland mem-
bers have agreed through the protocol that if the person has claims-free driving experience in 
a different country in their own name, they will take this experience into consideration if that 
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person seeks a quotation from an insurer, on their return to Ireland, subject to the appropriate 
verifiable documentation being provided.   

Finally, I believe that the overall implementation of the CIWG’s recommendations is hav-
ing a significant impact with regard to private motor insurance.  The latest CSO figures from 
April 2019 show that the price of motor insurance is now 24.4% lower than the July 2016 peak, 
consequently the average consumer should be seeing reductions when renewing their motor in-
surance.  In addition, I would note that representations made to my Department from returning 
emigrants have dropped significantly in the last year.  I am hopeful that this reflects that more 
are receiving insurance cover in line with the protocol referenced above.  The Government is 
determined to continue working to ensure that these positive pricing trends can be extended to 
other forms of insurance, including those relevant to businesses.

21/05/2019WRD02900National Broadband Plan Expenditure

21/05/2019WRD03000134. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance the projected budgetary 
impact of the national broadband plan from 2019 to 2024, or the latest available date; and the 
estimated way in which this will impact the gross general Government balance in each affected 
year and as a percentage of GDP and GNI, in tabular form. [21819/19]

21/05/2019WRD03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Government’s decision to proceed 
with the National Broadband Plan (NBP) was taken on the basis that additional expenditure 
required beyond that allocated within the National Development Plan (NDP) framework will 
be funded by future revenues and will accordingly not have funding repercussions for other 
planned projects within the NDP.

Based on preliminary assessments, current indications are that no additional budgetary im-
pact is envisaged for 2019 or 2020, while the NBP will require c. €200m in additional funding 
in 2021 and 2022 and c. €300m in 2023. All else being equal, this will result in a corresponding 
deterioration in the general government balance of approximately 0.1 per cent of both GDP and 
GNI* on an annual basis as compared with the projections published as part of the Stability 
Programme Update 2019. 

As the Deputy will be aware, projections for general government revenue and expenditure 
beyond 2023 have not been compiled by my Department.

21/05/2019WRD03200Connectivity Fund

21/05/2019WRD03300135. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance the way in which his De-
partment has used the funds the State received from the sale of its stake in a company (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21837/19]

21/05/2019WRD03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The proceeds of the sale of the state’s 
shareholding in Aer Lingus have been used to establish the Connectivity Fund which is man-
aged by the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF). The Connectivity Fund is being invested 
on a commercial basis as a sub portfolio of the ISIF fund, and consistent with the overall ISIF 
double bottom line mandate i.e. investing for both commercial return and economic impact.

The ISIF have advised me that it has completed four investments under the Connectivity 
Fund, namely:

- A $28 million co-investment in Aqua Comms DAC, a company that has developed fibre 
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optic cables linking the USA, Ireland (Killala, Mayo) and the UK.

- A €35 million investment as a strategic domestic partner for daa plc long-term bond issu-
ance, supporting construction of a new runway at Dublin Airport. 

- Provision of a long term €14 million debt facility to finance a runway resurfacing project 
at Shannon Airport - a crucial regional and national infrastructure asset. This debt facility was 
signed in early 2017 and the runway resurfacing project has been completed on time and within 
budget. 

- An €18 million Junior Debt facility to support the relocation of the Port of Cork from 
Tivoli to Ringaskiddy. The ISIF debt facility was provided alongside senior debt from AIB and 
the European Investment Bank and was structured to ensure certainty of funding for the Port 
Company. It also has tailored flexibility to meet the requirements of this nationally and region-
ally significant project.

These investments bring the total deployed under the Connectivity Fund to over €90 mil-
lion. ISIF have informed me that there are a range of further pipeline connectivity-based invest-
ments on which it is currently working.

ISIF’s refocused strategy targets five priority themes, one of which is investment to support 
regional development. As such, the ISIF have advised that the Connectivity Fund will hence-
forth be focused on commercial investments that support improved regional connectivity.

21/05/2019WRD03500Insurance Coverage

21/05/2019WRD03600136. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Finance if measures will be introduced to 
prevent insurance companies from refusing insurance to family homes that are listed buildings; 
his plans for incentives to encourage insurers not to refuse insuring family homes that are listed 
buildings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21347/19]

21/05/2019WRD03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister for Finance, I am respon-
sible for the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation.  Neither I nor 
the Central Bank of Ireland can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products, as 
these matters are of a commercial nature, and are determined by insurance companies based 
on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept.  This position is reinforced by the EU 
framework for insurance which expressly prohibits Member States from adopting rules which 
require insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the pricing or terms and conditions 
of insurance products.  Consequently, I am not in a position to direct insurance companies to 
provide cover to any particular property type, including listed buildings, in the case where they 
are family homes.

It is my understanding that insurers use a combination of rating factors in making their 
individual decisions on whether to offer insurance cover and what terms to apply.  My under-
standing also is that insurance companies do not all use the same combination of rating factors, 
and as a result prices and availability of cover varies across the market.  In addition, insurance 
companies will price in accordance with their own past claims experience.  

Finally, Insurance Ireland operates a free Insurance Information Service for those who have 
queries, complaints or difficulties in relation to obtaining insurance.  Insurance Ireland can be 
contacted at feedback@insuranceireland.eu or 01-6761914.
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21/05/2019WRD03800Tax Data

21/05/2019WRD03900137. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue from 
tapering the personal, PAYE and earned income credits by 1.43% per €1,000 on an individual 
income between €100,000 and €170,000 per year, resulting in no entitlement to these tax credits 
when income is in excess of €170,000, based on the latest individualised income figures avail-
able to the Revenue Commissioners. [21398/19]

21/05/2019WRD04000138. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue from 
tapering out the personal, PAYE and earned income credit by 2.5% per €1,000 on individual 
income between €100,000 and €140,000 per year, resulting in no entitlement to these tax credits 
when income is in excess of €140,000, based on the latest individualised income figures avail-
able to the Revenue Commissioners. [21399/19]

21/05/2019WRD04100139. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue from 
tapering out the personal, PAYE and earned income credit by 2% per €1,000 on individual in-
come between €100,000 and €150,000 per year, resulting in no entitlement to these tax credits 
when income is in excess of €150,000, based on the latest individualised income figures avail-
able to the Revenue Commissioners. [21400/19]

21/05/2019WRD04200140. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue from 
tapering out the personal, PAYE and earned income credit by 5% per €1,000 on individual in-
come between €100,000 and €120,000 per year, resulting in no entitlement to these tax credits 
when income is in excess of €120,000, based on the latest individualised income figures avail-
able to the Revenue Commissioners. [21401/19]

21/05/2019WRD04300141. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue from 
tapering out the personal, PAYE and earned income credit by 5% per €1,000 on individual in-
come between €100,000 and €120,000 per year resulting in no entitlement to these tax credits 
when income is in excess of €120,000 in addition to a USC rate of 2%, 3%, 4%, 5%, 6% and 
7%, respectively, in excess of €120,000, based on the latest individualised income figures avail-
able to the Revenue Commissioners. [21402/19]

21/05/2019WRD04400142. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue from 
tapering out the personal, PAYE and earned income credit by 2.5% per €1,000 on individual 
income between €100,000 and €140,000 per year, resulting in no entitlement to these tax credits 
when income is in excess of €140,000 in addition to a USC rate of 2%, 3%, 4%, 5%, 6% and 
7%, respectively, in excess of €140,000, based on the latest individualised income figures avail-
able to the Revenue Commissioners. [21403/19]

21/05/2019WRD04500143. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue from 
tapering out the personal, PAYE and earned income credit by 2% per €1,000 on individual in-
come between €100,000 and €150,000 per year resulting in no entitlement to these tax credits 
when income is in excess of €150,000 in addition to a USC rate of 2%, 3%, 4%, 5%, 6% and 
7%, respectively, in excess of €150,000, based on the latest individualised income figures avail-
able to the Revenue Commissioners. [21404/19]

21/05/2019WRD04600144. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue from 
tapering out the personal, PAYE credit and earned income credit from income in excess of 
€80,000, a reduced credit by 5% per €1,000 for gross income between €80,000 and €100,000 
and a 0% credit on gross income in excess of €100,000, based on the latest individualised in-
come figures available to the Revenue Commissioners. [21405/19]

21/05/2019WRD04700145. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
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would be raised through introducing a third rate of income tax (details supplied) on all income 
over €100,000, based on the latest individualised income figures available to the Revenue Com-
missioners. [21406/19]

21/05/2019WRD04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 137 
to 145, inclusive, together.

I refer the Deputy to the Income Tax Reform Plan which was published by my Department 
in 2016 and which discussed tapering of tax credits.  As this report made clear, there are a num-
ber of technical issues and policy issues which would need to be addressed in order to achieve 
a tapered withdrawal of income tax credits, particularly for PAYE employees.  I would also 
note in particular the negative impact it could have on the marginal rates of tax, an important 
benchmark for the competitiveness of the income tax system overall.

I have been advised by Revenue that the estimated yields requested are as follows.

Regarding Question 21398/19, the estimated yield from tapering out the personal, PAYE 
and Earned Income credits by 1.43% per €1,000 on individual income between €100,000 and 
€170,000 per year, resulting in no entitlement to these tax credits when income is greater than 
€170,000, is estimated to be of the order of €150m and €180m for first and full year respectively. 

Regarding Question 21399/19, the estimated yield from tapering out the personal, PAYE 
and Earned Income credits by 2.5% per €1,000 on individual income between €100,000 and 
€140,000 per year, resulting in no entitlement to these tax credits when income is greater than 
€140,000, is estimated to be of the order of €185m and €220m for the first year and for a full 
year respectively. 

Regarding Question 21400/19, the estimated yield from tapering out the personal, PAYE 
and Earned Income credits by 2% per €1,000 on individual income between €100,000 and 
€150,000 per year, resulting in no entitlement to these tax credits when income is in excess of 
€150,000, is estimated to be of the order of €170m and €205m for the first year and for a full 
year respectively. 

Regarding Question 21401/19, the estimated yield from tapering out the personal, PAYE 
and Earned Income credits by 5% per €1,000 on individual income between €100,000 and 
€120,000 per year, resulting in no entitlement to these tax credits when income is in excess of 
€120,000, is estimated to be of the order of €220m and €265m for the first year and for a full 
year respectively. 

Regarding Question 21402/19, the estimated yield from tapering out the personal, PAYE 
and Earned Income credits by 5% per €1,000 on individual income between €100,000 and 
€120,000 per year, resulting in no entitlement to these tax credits when income is in excess of 
€120,000, coupled with an additional USC rate of 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 or 7% on income in excess of 
€120,000 is set out in the following table:

First Year €m Full Year €m
Tapering & USC 2% 365 455
Tapering & USC 3% 440 555
Tapering & USC 4% 515 650
Tapering & USC 5% 590 745
Tapering & USC 6% 660 845
Tapering & USC 7% 735 940
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Regarding Question 21403/19, the estimated yield from tapering out the personal, PAYE 
and Earned Income credits by 2.5% per €1,000 on individual income between €100,000 and 
€140,000 per year, resulting in no entitlement to these tax credits when income is in excess of 
€140,000, coupled with additional USC rates of 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 or 7%, on incomes in excess of 
€140,000 is set out in the following table.

First Year 
€m

Full Year 
€m

Tapering & USC 2% 310 390
Tapering & USC 3% 370 470
Tapering & USC 4% 435 555
Tapering & USC 5% 495 635
Tapering & USC 6% 560 720
Tapering & USC 7% 620 800

Regarding Question 21404/19, the estimated yield from tapering out the personal, PAYE 
and Earned Income credits by 2% per €1,000 on individual incomes between €100,000 and 
€150,000 per year, resulting in no entitlement to these tax credits when income is in excess of 
€150,000, coupled with an additional USC rate of 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 or 7%, on income in excess of 
€150,000 is set out in the following table:

First Year 
€m

Full Year
 €m

Tapering & USC 2% 290 360
Tapering & USC 3% 345 440
Tapering & USC 4% 405 515
Tapering & USC 5% 465 595
Tapering & USC 6% 520 670
Tapering & USC 7% 580 750

Regarding Question 21405/19, the estimated yield from tapering out the personal, PAYE, 
and Earned Income credits on incomes in excess of €80,000, a reduced credit by 5% per €1,000 
for gross income between €80,000 and €100,000 and a 0% credit on gross income in excess of 
€100,000 is in the order of €355m and €419m for the first and full year respectively. 

Regarding Question 21406/19, I am informed by Revenue that due to the way in which tax-
payers are assessed, where the tax liability is calculated on the total income of the taxpayer unit, 
it is not possible to estimate the effect of applying an additional rate of taxation on individual 
incomes in excess of €100,000 in the manner outlined.

A number of important caveats apply to the above estimates which are provisional and may 
be revised, including that they assume no behavioural response on the part of taxpayers to the 
changes, if implemented.  They therefore should be treated with caution.

Further, as the Deputy will already be aware, the estimates in relation to the tapering of 
credits are based on tax returns for 2016 following a bespoke exercise undertaken to break 
down the gross incomes of taxpayer units to an individualised level and a manual estimation 
process (outside of Revenue’s usual tax modelling software).  As that exercise can only split 
gross incomes, this estimation process required a number of assumptions to be made in relation 
to the distribution of credits.
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In relation to those questions which contain changes to the Universal Social Charge, these 
figures for the USC are from the Revenue micro-simulation model, Tax Modeller, and are es-
timates for 2019. Therefore the figures provided in these Questions are a mixture of 2019 esti-
mates and 2016 estimates. 

Finally it should be noted that, while these costings are provided where possible based on 
estimated individual incomes, the tax system and the Revenue IT infrastructure used to assess 
tax liabilities remain configured on a taxpayer unit basis. There would be significant develop-
ment work (and associated cost and time) required to implement any changes to this basis. Were 
such a change implemented, it may lead to outcomes different to those modelled at present us-
ing the estimated data.

21/05/2019WRE00400NAMA Operations

21/05/2019WRE00500146. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Finance his views on the proposed sale 
by NAMA of the National Asset Residential Property Services DAC, NARPS, special purpose 
vehicle and the impact of a sale on the long-term security of tenure for the tenants of the 1,230 
properties held by same. [21418/19]

21/05/2019WRE00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): National Asset Residential Property 
Services DAC (NARPS) is NAMA’s social housing special purpose vehicle (SPV) which has 
provided over 1,300 new units for social housing. NARPS operates by purchasing suitable 
properties for social housing from NAMA debtors and borrowers and then leasing onwards 
these properties to Local Authorities and Approved Housing Bodies, who then forward lease 
them on to individuals on social housing lists to occupy.

Any suggestion that NARPS or its underlying units are now being sold by NAMA is incor-
rect. There is no sales process underway or planned for a sale of the vehicle at this time.

NAMA is now approaching the wind down phase of its operations, and active consideration 
of its end-of-life strategy is underway. These considerations will be examined as part of my 
forthcoming Section 227 Review of NAMA. This review is required every 5 years under the 
NAMA Act to assess the extent to which NAMA has made progress towards achieving its over-
all objectives and to decide whether the continuation of the agency is necessary. 

The Government is acutely aware of the pressing need for social housing in the State and 
any decision in respect of NARPS will be made with this in mind. Officials in my Department 
are in discussions with NAMA as how to best utilise NARPS to protect is social housing man-
date post-2021 and I will make a final decision on how to best achieve this goal as part of the 
Section 227 Review process.

21/05/2019WRE00700Tax Code

21/05/2019WRE00800147. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Finance the reason childminders work-
ing in domestic houses are treated as employees; the reason their employers must pay PRSI in 
respect of this employment; if tax relief for such expenses will be introduced; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21495/19]

21/05/2019WRE00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that there is 
no statutory definition of employment or self-employment in tax law.  In general, an individual 
is an employee if he or she is directed by a person on how, when and where to work, has set 
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working hours, has no personal financial risk relating to the work, receives a fixed wage, sup-
plies labour only and cannot subcontract the work.

The question of whether an individual is engaged under a contract of service (an employee) 
or a contract for service (self-employed) is a question of fact and general law.  To make a de-
termination on employment or self-employment status the full terms of the contract and the 
circumstances in which it was made must be established.  

Some years ago, the Employment Status Group published a Code of Practice for determin-
ing Employment or Self-employment status of Individuals.  This Group included representa-
tives from the Department of Finance, the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection and the Office of the Revenue Commissioners, amongst other public and private bodies. 
The Code of Practice is for guidance only and the employment status of an individual in relation 
to an engagement may in some instances fall to be determined by the Courts. 

Where an individual is an employee, his or her salary or wages is chargeable to income tax 
under Schedule E and is subject to deductions under the PAYE system by his or her employer.  
The employer is obliged to pay a PRSI contribution for employees under the PAYE system.  
This employer contribution is paid for employees whose employment is insurable under the 
Social Welfare Acts. 

Where an employee is employed by an individual solely on domestic duties, including 
childminding, in the employer’s home and is paid less than €40 per week, and the employer 
concerned has only one such employee, then, the domestic employer is not required to register 
as an employer for the purposes of the operation of the PAYE system of deductions.  However, 
the employer is obliged to pay employer’s PRSI.  The PRSI liability is payable by the employer 
in a single sum at the end of the tax year to the Special Collection Section of the Department of 
Employment Affairs and Social Protection.

I have no plans to introduce a specific income tax relief for parents to assist with childcare 
costs but the Government acknowledges the continuing cost pressures on parents, particularly 
those with young children. 

In recognition of these cost pressures, there are already a number of support measures in 
place to ease the burden on working parents.  These include various tax-exempted child-care 
related supports provided by the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs and measures such 
as the Working Family Payment provided by the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection.

With regard to taxation measures, the Accelerated Capital Allowances scheme for Childcare 
Services was introduced to encourage employers to develop childcare facilities onsite for their 
employees.  Also, there is tax relief for individuals who provide child-minding services in their 
own home, provided that they do not receive more than €15,000 income per annum from the 
child-minding income.   

21/05/2019WRE01000Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears

21/05/2019WRE01100148. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if it is permissible under 
the codes of conduct and consumer protection of the Central Bank for a lender to charge legal 
fees to persons that are in arrears; if the Central Bank is in a position to cease this practice from 
occurring; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21505/19]

21/05/2019WRE01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have been advised by the Central Bank 
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of Ireland that there are requirements in the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA) 
relating to the information which must be provided to borrowers about legal costs.  These are 
as follows:

- Under Provision 14 of the CCMA, a lender must prepare and make available to borrow-
ers an information booklet with details of its Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP), 
which must include with regard to legal proceedings, a statement that, irrespective of how the 
property is repossessed or disposed of, the borrower will remain liable for the outstanding debt, 
including any accrued interest, charges, legal, selling and other related costs, if this is the case. 

- The borrower must also be reminded of the above information when three repayments 
have been missed (Provision 27), prior to being classified as not co-operating (Provision 28), 
where a lender is not willing to offer an alternative repayment arrangement due to conclud-
ing that the mortgage is unsustainable (Provision 45), and/or where the borrower is not willing 
to enter into an alternative repayment arrangement (Provision 47). 

- Provision 27 of the CCMA also requires that where three mortgage repayments have been 
missed and remain outstanding, and an alternative  repayment arrangement has not been put 
in place, the lender must notify the borrower of the potential for legal proceedings for repos-
session  of the property where a borrower is not co-operating, together with  an estimate of the 
costs to the borrower of such proceedings.

Also of relevance is that under Provision 14(1)(h) of the European Union (Consumer Mort-
gage Credit Agreements) Regulations 2016, the lender must make available to the borrower, on 
paper or another durable medium, “an indication of possible further costs, not included in the 
total cost of the credit to the consumer, to be paid in connection with a credit agreement.”

- In terms of existing provisions that are in place in the area of the imposition of charges or 
interest; provision 11 of the CCMA states that lenders are restricted from imposing charges and/
or surcharge interest on arrears arising on a mortgage account in arrears, unless the borrower is 
not co-operating.

- Separately, under Provision 29(2) of the European Union (Consumer Mortgage Credit 
Agreements) Regulations 2016, any charge that a creditor may impose on a consumer arising 
from the consumer’s default “shall be no greater than is necessary to compensate the creditor 
for the costs it has incurred as a result of the default.”

Finally, the Central Bank has advised me that it is aware of the reported practice that some 
lenders apply legal costs to the mortgage accounts of borrowers in arrears before the conclusion 
of legal proceedings. The Central Bank is examining this practice to determine if it is permis-
sible under the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA), the Consumer Protection Code 
2012, and other regulations. 

21/05/2019WRE01300Insurance Costs

21/05/2019WRE01400149. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which his 
attention has been drawn to dramatic increases in insurance premiums affecting special needs 
and other schools, the result of which can only result in closure, in view of the extent of the 
insurance premium increase in some cases up to 300%; the specific steps he will take to address 
the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21523/19]

21/05/2019WRE01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am aware of particular cases whereby 
there have been increases in insurance premiums affecting particular special needs schools.  



21 May 2019

55

The Deputy will appreciate however that I am not able to comment on individual cases, as there 
may be factors relating to the case that I am not privy to, such as a change in the insurance 
policy that has led to an increase in the price, the existence of open claims, an increase in the 
level of claims in this general sector, etc.  

That said, both I and the Minister of State for Financial Services and Insurance, Mr. Michael 
D’Arcy T.D., are very conscious of the difficulties that the cost and availability of insurance are 
having on many organisations such as businesses and community groups in this country.  The 
Deputy should note that there is no policy or legislative ‘silver bullet’ to decrease the cost of 
insurance.  This was also recognised by the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Finance and Public 
Reform, who reported on the issue in late 2016.  This is a complex issue because for consti-
tutional reasons the Government cannot direct the courts as to the award levels that should be 
applied and for legal reasons it cannot direct insurance companies as to the pricing level which 
they should apply in respect of businesses seeking insurance, as these matters are of a com-
mercial nature, and are determined by insurance companies based on the risks they are willing 
to accept.

Notwithstanding this, I wish to reemphasise how important this issue is for the Government. 
Consequently, following the publication of its Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance in 2017, 
the Cost of Insurance Working Group undertook an examination of the employer liability and 
public liability insurance sectors.  This second phase culminated in the publication in January 
2018 of the Report on the Cost of Employer and Public Liability Insurance.  Much work has 
been done to date through the implementation of both reports of the Cost of Insurance Working 
Group and achievements to date include:

- the establishment of the Personal Injuries Commission, and its subsequent recommenda-
tions relating to addressing award levels for soft tissue injuries;

- the Law Reform Commission (LRC) has commenced its work to undertake a detailed 
analysis of the possibility of developing constitutionally sound legislation to delimit or cap the 
amounts of damages which a court may award in respect of some or all categories of personal 
injuries, as part of its Fifth Programme of Law Reform;

- increasing transparency around the cost of private motor insurance through the establish-
ment of the National Claims Information Database in the Central Bank;

- reforms to the Personal Injuries Assessment Board through the Personal Injuries Assess-
ment Board (Amendment) Act 2019;

- amendments to Sections 8 and 14 of the Civil Liability and Courts Act 2004 to make it 
easier for businesses and insurers to challenge cases where fraud or exaggeration is suspected;

- the reform of the Insurance Compensation Fund to provide certainty to policyholders and 
insurers; 

- various reforms of how fraud is reported to and dealt with by An Garda Síochána, includ-
ing increased co-ordination with the insurance industry, collections of statistics under the new 
“insurance fraud” category which has been added to the PULSE system; as well as the launch 
recently of Operation Coatee, a co-ordinated operation to tackle insurance fraud; and,

- the Courts Service has confirmed that it will publish a more detailed breakdown of awards 
in personal injury cases in its Annual Reports.   

I believe that these reforms are having a significant impact with regard to private motor 
insurance (CSO figures from April 2019 show that the price of motor insurance is now 24.4% 
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lower than the July 2016 peak).  The Government is determined to continue working to ensure 
that these positive pricing trends can be extended to other forms of insurance, including those 
relevant to businesses and voluntary groups.

Undoubtedly the single most essential challenge which must be overcome if there is to 
be a sustainable reduction in insurance costs is to bring the levels of personal injury damages 
awarded in this country more in line with those awarded in other jurisdictions.  In this regard, 
the Personal Injuries Commission has highlighted the significant differential between award 
levels in this country and other jurisdictions, and has made a number of recommendations to 
address this issue, in particular the establishment of a Judicial Council to compile guidelines for 
appropriate general damages for various types of personal injury.  Both I and Minister of State 
D’Arcy believe that this awards gap needs to be significantly closed and we are working with 
the Minister for Justice and Equality, Mr Charlie Flanagan TD, to ensure that this happens at 
the earliest opportunity. 

Finally, I would like to assure the Deputy that the Cost of Insurance Working Group will 
continue to focus on implementing the recommendations of the Report on the Cost of Employer 
and Public Liability Insurance in parallel with implementing those from the Report on the Cost 
of Motor Insurance.  I am hopeful that the cumulative effects of the completion of the two 
Reports’ recommendations will include increased stability in the pricing of insurance for busi-
nesses and voluntary groups and a more competitive insurance market.

21/05/2019WRE01600Home Renovation Incentive Scheme Data

21/05/2019WRE01700150. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Finance if he will review a decision by 
the Revenue Commissioners to refuse the home renovation incentive, HRI, to a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21524/19]

21/05/2019WRE01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): S477B of the Taxes Consolidation Act 
1997 provides for the Home Renovation Incentive (HRI), which terminated in accordance with 
its sunset clause on 31 December 2018. 

With regard to the specific case raised by the Deputy, I am advised by Revenue that it has 
reviewed the person’s eligibility for HRI and, having considered the issues involved, is satisfied 
that she qualifies for the scheme. 

The tax relief will be applied to the person’s salary over two years (2019 and 2020) in ac-
cordance with the rules of the scheme. A revised Revenue Payroll Notification, incorporating 
the relief for 2019, will issue to the person’s employer in the coming days. The relief, including 
any refund due for 2019, will be paid to the person once the revised instruction is input by her 
employer. 

I am further advised that the person concerned has been contacted directly and the position 
has been explained to her.

21/05/2019WRE01900Home Building Finance Ireland Establishment

21/05/2019WRE02000151. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance the value of loans issued 
by Home Building Ireland Finance, HBIF, to date; the number of homes anticipated from the 
loans; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21529/19]

21/05/2019WRE02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Home Building Finance Ireland (HBFI) 



21 May 2019

57

was established in December 2018 to lend money to small and medium sized builders and de-
velopers for commercially viable residential developments, particularly those situated outside 
the State’s major urban centres. HBFI has been provided with access to €750 million of funding 
from the Irish Strategic Investment fund, with which it is expected to facilitate the delivery of  
7,500 units over the next five years.

Since its formal launch at the end of January, HBFI has engaged actively with small and 
medium sized builders and developers throughout the country through a range of market aware-
ness raising initiatives.   HBFI continues to benefit from a strong pipeline of interest from pro-
spective borrowers as a result of these engagement activities. The drawdown of funds relating 
to the first facilitates approved is expected to take place shortly with HBFI having approved a 
number of additional facilities since April.

As indicated in my response of 18th April, HBFI will be in a position to publish information 
on its lending activities on a half-yearly basis with the first such report to be published in July 
2019.

21/05/2019WRE02200Tax Credits

21/05/2019WRE02300152. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the progress made on intro-
ducing a simplified process by which small and medium enterprises can avail of the research 
and development tax credit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21534/19]

21/05/2019WRE02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): On 29 April 2019 my Department 
launched a Public Consultation on the Research and Development Tax Credit, which is avail-
able at the following link:

https://assets.gov.ie/8279/f41bc90b2f1246f0a6e21ee5c0c7e7d3.pdf.

The Department of Finance’s October 2014 “Report on Tax Expenditures” set out Guide-
lines for best practice in ex ante and ex post evaluation of tax expenditures. In line with those 
guidelines, a review of the research and development tax credit is being undertaken in 2019.  
The purpose of this public consultation is to receive stakeholder input that may be used in the 
course of that review.

As the Deputy will recall, I also confirmed during debates on Finance Bill 2018 that the 
review would include consideration of matters specific to the accessing of the credit by SME 
companies.  To that end the public consultation document includes a number of specific ques-
tions for SMEs and my officials are also examining SME-specific aspects of R&D tax credits 
in other jurisdictions.

The closing date for the public consultation is 7 June 2019 and I would encourage all inter-
ested parties to contribute to this process, to inform deliberations in advance of Budget 2020.

21/05/2019WRE02500Insurance Costs

21/05/2019WRE02600153. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Finance his plans for insurance re-
form in relation to family adventure parks in view of the fact that insurance firms are repeatedly 
loading premiums ultimately resulting in the closure of such businesses and the loss of jobs; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [21539/19]

21/05/2019WRE02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Both I and the Minister of State for 
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Financial Services and Insurance, Mr. Michael D’Arcy T.D., are very conscious of the difficul-
ties that the cost and availability of insurance are having on many businesses and community 
groups in this country.  The Deputy should note that there is no policy or legislative ‘silver bul-
let’ to decrease the cost of insurance.  This was also recognised by the Joint Oireachtas Com-
mittee on Finance and Public Reform, who reported on the issue in late 2016.  This is a complex 
issue because for constitutional reasons the Government cannot direct the courts as to the award 
levels that should be applied and for legal reasons it cannot direct insurance companies as to 
the pricing level which they should apply in respect of businesses seeking insurance, as these 
matters are of a commercial nature, and are determined by insurance companies based on the 
risks they are willing to accept.

Notwithstanding this, I wish to reemphasise how important this issue is for the Government. 
Consequently, following the publication of its Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance in 2017, 
the Cost of Insurance Working Group undertook an examination of the employer liability and 
public liability insurance sectors.  This second phase culminated in the publication in January 
2018 of the Report on the Cost of Employer and Public Liability Insurance.  Much work has 
been done in implementing both reports and achievements to date include: 

- the establishment of the Personal Injuries Commission, and its subsequent recommenda-
tions relating to addressing award levels for soft tissue injuries;

- the Law Reform Commission (LRC) has commenced its work to undertake a detailed 
analysis of the possibility of developing constitutionally sound legislation to delimit or cap the 
amounts of damages which a court may award in respect of some or all categories of personal 
injuries, as part of its Fifth Programme of Law Reform;

- increasing transparency around the cost of private motor insurance through the establish-
ment of the National Claims Information Database in the Central Bank;

- reforms to the Personal Injuries Assessment Board through the Personal Injuries Assess-
ment Board (Amendment) Act 2019;

- amendments to Sections 8 and 14 of the Civil Liability and Courts Act 2004 to make it 
easier for businesses and insurers to challenge cases where fraud or exaggeration is suspected;

- the reform of the Insurance Compensation Fund to provide certainty to policyholders and 
insurers; 

- various reforms of how fraud is reported to and dealt with by An Garda Síochána, includ-
ing increased co-ordination with the insurance industry, collections of statistics under the new 
“insurance fraud” category which has been added to the PULSE system; as well as the launch 
recently of Operation Coatee, a co-ordinated operation to tackle insurance fraud; and,

- the Courts Service has confirmed that it will publish a more detailed breakdown of awards 
in personal injury cases in its Annual Reports.   

I believe that these reforms are having a significant impact with regard to private motor 
insurance (CSO figures from April 2019 show that the price of motor insurance is now 24.4% 
lower than the July 2016 peak).  The Government is determined to continue working to ensure 
that these positive pricing trends can be extended to other forms of insurance, including those 
relevant to businesses.

Undoubtedly the single most essential challenge which must be overcome if there is to be a 
sustainable reduction in insurance costs particularly for small businesses is to bring the levels 
of personal injury damages awarded in this country more in line with those awarded in other 



21 May 2019

59

jurisdictions.  In this regard, the Personal Injuries Commission has highlighted the significant 
differential between award levels in Ireland and other jurisdictions, and has made a number of 
recommendations to address this issue, in particular the establishment of a Judicial Council to 
compile guidelines for appropriate general damages for various types of personal injury.  Both 
I and Minister of State D’Arcy believe that this awards gap needs to be significantly closed and 
we are working with the Minister for Justice and Equality, Mr Charlie Flanagan TD, to ensure 
that this happens at the earliest opportunity. 

Finally, I would like to assure the Deputy that the Cost of Insurance Working Group will 
continue to focus on implementing the recommendations of the Report on the Cost of Employer 
and Public Liability Insurance in parallel with implementing those from the Report on the Cost 
of Motor Insurance.  I am hopeful that the cumulative effects of the completion of the two 
Reports’ recommendations will include increased stability in the pricing of insurance for busi-
nesses and a more competitive insurance market.

21/05/2019WRE02800Property Tax Data

21/05/2019WRE02900154. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of abolish-
ing the local property tax and replacing the funding with central funds; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21604/19]

21/05/2019WRE03000162. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue which 
would yield from an annual vacant property tax of €2,000, €5,000 and €10,000, respectively. 
[21615/19]

21/05/2019WRE03100163. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be raised by introducing a non-principal private residence charge of €400 on properties 
indicated as such by owners in LPT returns and including commercial landlords but excluding 
local authorities and approved housing bodies. [21617/19]

21/05/2019WRE03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 154, 
162 and 163 together.

I am advised by Revenue that as Local Property Tax (LPT) is forecast to collect €470 mil-
lion in 2019, these receipts would be lost if the tax was abolished.

Regarding Question 21615/19, a residential property is liable for LPT if it is suitable for use 
as a dwelling, regardless of whether it is occupied or vacant. Therefore, the data Revenue holds 
on properties liable to LPT makes no distinction between those that are occupied or vacant and 
does not provide information on which to estimate the possible yield from the Deputy’s pro-
posal.

Regarding Question 21617/19, I am informed by Revenue that LPT returns require owners 
to indicate whether their properties are principal or non-principal primary residences (NPPR). 
However, the information does not distinguish whether NPPR properties are owned by com-
mercial landlords or otherwise. Page 25 of the Revenue Ready Reckoner, available at www.
revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/ready-reckoner.pdf, shows the yield that could be 
generated from imposing an additional flat charge on all NPPRs (Local Authority and Approved 
Housing Body owned properties are not included as NPPRs). While the calculation does not 
show the specific costing requested by the Deputy, the yield from a €100 per property charge is 
shown, and the yield from a €400 charge can be estimated on a pro-rata or straight-line basis.
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21/05/2019WRE03300Tax Data

21/05/2019WRE03400155. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be raised by adding 50c of duty to a packet of 20 cigarettes with proportionate increases 
on other tobacco products. [21605/19]

21/05/2019WRE03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that a Ready 
Reckoner, which shows the estimated tax yield that would arise from increases in Tobacco 
Products Tax, is published on the Revenue website at the following link: www.revenue.ie/en/
corporate/documents/statistics/ready-reckoner.pdf.

21/05/2019WRE03600Mortgage Interest Relief Data

21/05/2019WRE03700156. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the budgetary impact of freez-
ing the phasing out of mortgage interest relief; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21606/19]

21/05/2019WRE03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It is assumed the Deputy is referring 
to mortgage interest relief for persons with a qualifying mortgage loan on a principal private 
residence. This relief is only available on a tapered basis for loans taken out between 2004 and 
2012 and will end on 31 December 2020.

I am advised by Revenue that the estimated cost of the relief for 2019 and 2020 is €78m and 
€37m respectively. 

The estimated maximum cost of maintaining the relief at the 2019 level in 2020 is approxi-
mately €41m and approximately €78m in 2021 and in subsequent years. 

21/05/2019WRE03900Tax Reliefs Data

21/05/2019WRE04000157. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of restoring 
trade union tax relief at the level it was at before its abolition; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21607/19]

21/05/2019WRE04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Tax relief on trade union subscriptions 
was discontinued in 2011. I am advised by Revenue that there are no current data available from 
tax returns on the number of taxpayers with union subscriptions, the cost of individual union 
subscriptions, nor the ability of taxpayers to absorb the credit. Therefore, there is no basis for 
Revenue to estimate a cost for this measure. 

The cost of the relief up to its abolition was as follows:

Year Exchequer Cost (€m) Uptake 
2010 26 337,500
2009 26.7 345,800
2008 26.4 341,900
2007 20.7 316,300

A review of the appropriate treatment for tax purposes of trade union subscriptions and pro-
fessional body fees was carried out by my Department in 2016, and included in the 2016 report 
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on tax expenditures published on Budget day 2016.

www.budget.gov.ie/Budgets/2017/Documents/Tax_Expenditures_Report%202016_final.
pdf.

The review concluded that:

“...analysis of the scheme using the principles laid down by the Department’s Tax Expendi-
ture Guidelines shows that it fails to reach the evaluation threshold to warrant introduction in 
this manner. 

The reinstatement of this tax relief would have no justifiable policy rationale and does not 
express a defined policy objective. Given that individuals join trade unions largely for the well-
known benefits of membership, and the potential value of the relief to an individual would 
equate to just over €1 per week, this scheme would have little to no incentive effect on the 
numbers choosing to join. There is no specific market failure that needs to be addressed by such 
a scheme, and it would consist largely of deadweight.”

Given the conclusion of the review, I have no plans to reintroduce such a relief.

21/05/2019WRE04200Tax Credits

21/05/2019WRE04300158. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of increas-
ing the earned income credit to the same level as the PAYE credit; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [21608/19]

21/05/2019WRE04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that esti-
mated costs for increases to the Earned Income Credit are available on page 6 of the Revenue 
Ready Reckoner, which is available on the Revenue website at www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/
documents/statistics/ready-reckoner.pdf.

Amounts other than those shown can be extrapolated using a straight line or pro-rata cal-
culation.  On that basis, the cost of increasing the Earned Income Tax Credit by €300 from the 
current level of €1,350 to €1,650 is €40 million in the first year and €72 million in a full year.

21/05/2019WRE04500Tax Credits

21/05/2019WRE04600159. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of introduc-
ing a tax relief of 8.33%, that is equivalent to one month’s rent for rent paid by all renters not in 
receipt of other State assistance on a refundable basis. [21609/19]

21/05/2019WRE04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The rent relief tax credit was abolished 
in Budget 2011 and is no longer available to those that commenced renting for the first time 
from 8 December 2010.  This followed a recommendation in the 2009 report by the Commis-
sion on Taxation that rent relief should be discontinued. The view of this independent commis-
sion was that, in the same manner in which mortgage interest relief increases the cost of hous-
ing, rent relief increases the cost of private rented accommodation.

I am advised that there is no reliable basis available to Revenue on which to estimate the 
potential cost of the introduction of a tax relief as described by the Deputy. 

The annual cost of such a tax credit, operating on a refundable basis, would depend on the 
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number of those renting, other than those who are in receipt of rental support from the State, 
and the amount of rent paid by them each year.  

According to Census 2016 data, the private rented sector amounts to approximately 310,000 
units.  This figure includes those in receipt of rental support from the State. 

It is clear, therefore, that the costs involved would be likely to be very significant. 

21/05/2019WRE04800Tax Credits

21/05/2019WRE04900160. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated overall cost or 
gain of decreasing the research and development credit to 15% and 20%, respectively generally 
but increasing it to 30% for SMEs. [21610/19]

21/05/2019WRE05000161. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of increas-
ing the research and development credit for SMEs to 30%. [21611/19]

21/05/2019WRE05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 160 
and 161 together.

I am advised by Revenue that statistical information in respect of the Research & Develop-
ment credit is available at link www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statis-
tics/tax-expenditures/index.aspx for all years up to 2017. 

Information on likely future expenditure on research and development is not available. 
However, based on information included in the 2017 Corporation Tax returns in respect of 
research & development claims and associated refundable credits for SMEs (defined here as 
companies with less than 250 employees), the estimated cost of increasing the credit to 30% is 
in the region of €32 million.

On the same basis, the estimated gain from increasing the rate to 30% for SMEs and de-
creasing the rate to 20% for other companies is in the region of €26 million. The estimated gain 
from increasing the rate to 30% for SMEs and decreasing the rate to 15% for other companies 
is in the region of €84 million.

A review of the research and development tax credit is being undertaken by my Depart-
ment in 2019. This review will examine the interaction of SMEs with the credit as part of its 
scope.

Questions Nos. 162 and 163 answered with Question No. 154.

21/05/2019WRF00300Tax Appeals Commission

21/05/2019WRF00400164. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the number of cases before the 
Tax Appeals Commission; the quantum in euro terms of the amount with the commission; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [21646/19]

21/05/2019WRF00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): There were 3,585 appeals on hand be-
fore the Tax Appeals Commission (TAC) as at 30 April, 2019. I am advised by the TAC that it is 
difficult to provide an actual quantum figure because the original quantum of tax under appeal 
may be modified post filing of the notice of appeal (i.e. where an aspect of the appeal is settled 
or withdrawn), the parties may disagree in relation to the precise quantum of tax in dispute, or 
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the monetary value of an appeal is not always calculable (e.g. in appeals where the rate of tax 
is in dispute or where the quantum in dispute represents a refusal of loss relief or of deductions 
or in appeals in relation to the refusal of Tax Clearance Certificates).  Subject to these caveats, 
as at 30 April, 2019 the TAC recorded the quantum of tax under appeal amounting to approxi-
mately €3.7 billion. Of this amount, €2.5 billion is comprised in 10 appeals, five of which were 
received by the TAC in the last week of December 2018.

Some appeals before the TAC cannot be progressed when the Commission has to await the 
outcome of court proceedings.  For example, a stay may have been placed on the progression 
of the appeals by the TAC by Order of the High Court, Court of Appeal or Supreme Court. Of 
the 10 highest-value appeals before the TAC, two appeals with a combined value of €1.67 bil-
lion are currently stayed by Court Order and cannot be progressed by the TAC until the stays 
are lifted.

In  view of the growing backlog of appeals, I commissioned an independent review of the 
workload and operations of the TAC in 2018.  In line with the review’s recommendations, I 
sanctioned the doubling of the TAC’s annual budget in 2019, to allow for additional staffing 
resources at all levels and additional funding for improved ICT systems. In June 2018 the TAC 
moved to a new, larger premises that allow for the scheduling of simultaneous hearings, to en-
sure greater and more efficient use of Commissioner’s time. This is resulting in a reduction in 
the time parties have to wait for their appeal to be heard. 

In addition, a Public Appointments Service competition for the recruitment of Temporary 
Appeal Commissioners was completed recently and appointments from the resulting panel are 
expected shortly. Legislation is also in progress to create the role of Chairperson of the TAC, as 
per a recommendation of the independent review.

With the substantial increase in resources at the TAC, I expect the overall number of ap-
peals and the quantum of tax under appeal with the TAC to begin to decrease steadily over the 
coming year. 

21/05/2019WRF00600NAMA Operations

21/05/2019WRF00700165. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the impact on the general Gov-
ernment balance of the transfer of the €2 billion National Asset Management Agency, NAMA, 
surplus for 2020 to the State. [21664/19]

21/05/2019WRF00800166. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his plans for the €2 billion 
National Asset Management Agency, NAMA, surplus to be collected in 2020; the way in which 
he plans to use it; when he plans to use same; the way in which the transfer of funds will be 
administered; and the location of its transfer. [21665/19]

21/05/2019WRF00900167. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the anticipated payment of 
€2 billion from the National Asset Management Agency, NAMA, in 2020 has been factored 
into the debt projection in the stability programme update; if not, the way in which it would re-
duce debt as a quantum and a percentage of gross domestic product and gross national income; 
and if it is fractured in to show the way in which not using it for debt reduction would affect the 
debt figures. [21666/19]

21/05/2019WRF01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 165 
to 167, inclusive, together.

NAMA was established in December 2009 and its debts of nearly €32 billion represented a 
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substantial contingent liability to the State.

The State recapitalised the domestic banking system at a gross cost of €64 billion, adding 
around 40 per cent of GDP to national debt. 

Total government debt now stands at over €200 billion; this is the equivalent of €42,500 for 
every person in the State.

As per Eurostat guidance, while the NAMA surplus paid to the Exchequer will have a posi-
tive impact on the Exchequer balance it will not impact on the general government balance. 

However, such repayment will reduce the Exchequer Borrowing Requirement, decreasing 
the rate at which debt is incurred by the state. This is taken into account in the projections for 
public debt published in the Stability Programme Update (SPU) 2019.

The SPU reiterated this Government’s commitment to use proceeds from the resolution of 
the financial crisis, making explicit reference to NAMA, to reduce our stock of debt. This ap-
proach forms the cornerstone of the Government’s approach to building the resilience of the 
economy to external shocks, including preparing for the impact of Brexit.

21/05/2019WRF01300Tax Data

21/05/2019WRF01400168. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the estimated number of compa-
nies that were involved in aircraft leasing assessed to tax in each of the years 2012 to 2018, in 
tabular form. [21667/19]

21/05/2019WRF01500169. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the estimated number of compa-
nies that were involved in aircraft leasing assessed to tax under section 110 of the Taxes Con-
solidation Act 1997 in each of the years 2012 to 2018, in tabular form. [21668/19]

21/05/2019WRF01600170. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the estimated corporation tax 
yield from companies which were involved in aircraft leasing arising in each of the years 2012 
to 2018, in tabular form. [21669/19]

21/05/2019WRF01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 168 
to 170, inclusive, together.

I am advised by Revenue that the estimated number of companies (rounded to the nearest 
100) that were involved in aircraft leasing liable to corporation tax is shown below together with 
the estimated Corporation Tax yield from companies which were involved in aircraft leasing.  

Year Number of Companies Net Receipts of Corporation 
Tax €m

2018 4,000 54
2017 3,300 40
2016 2,900 61
2015 2,500 34
2014 2,200 23
2013 1,900 29
2012 1,700 36

In relation to question on companies assessed to tax under section 110, I am advised by Rev-
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enue that there is no requirement for companies that have submitted a notification to Revenue 
that the company is a qualifying company for the purposes of section 110 of the Taxes Consoli-
dation Act 1997 to state whether the company is engaged in aircraft leasing on the corporation 
tax returns submitted by the company.  Therefore, Revenue is not in a position to provide the in-
formation requested regarding the number of section 110 companies engaged in aircraft leasing.   

21/05/2019WRF02000Company Data

21/05/2019WRF02100171. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the estimated gross assets of 
companies that were involved in aircraft leasing in each of the years 2012 to 2018, in tabular 
form. [21670/19]

21/05/2019WRF02200172. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the estimated total indebtedness 
of companies that were involved in aircraft leasing in each of the years 2012 to 2018, in tabular 
form. [21671/19]

21/05/2019WRF02300173. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the estimated number of employ-
ees directly employed here by companies which were involved in aircraft leasing in each of the 
years 2012 to 2018, in tabular form. [21672/19]

21/05/2019WRF02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 171 
to 173, inclusive, together.

The most recent information available is from the CSO publication, Aircraft Leasing in 
Ireland 2007-2016. 

 In relation to the number of direct employees in aircraft leasing companies, the CSO report 
shows that this has increased from 1,010 in 2012 to 1,482 in 2016.

Table 1 Direct employees in companies of aircraft leasing

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Per-
sons 
em-
ployed

396 546 737 821 895 1,010 1,086 1,180 1,321 1,482

Total 
pay

€41m €62m €82m €106m €110m €123m €132m €164m €207m €245m

   The CSO report shows the total liabilities of companies involved in aircraft leasing has 
risen from €60.6bn in 2012 to €141.1bn in 2016.

Table 2 Total liabilities of companies in companies of aircraft leasing € million

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Bonds 
and 
Notes

2,399 2,408 2,201 3,953 3,451 3,231 3,410 3,753 4,134 5,300

Credi-
tors

8,704 1,589 1,518 1,251 1,392 1,620 1,828 5,020 6,087 6,567

Equity 
Insur-
ance

13,588 14,071 14,951 16,435 16,406 16,843 18,335 29,059 34,601 40,571

Loans 12,920 17,750 17,882 19,244 22,862 28,723 33,681 75,696 71,943 81,287
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 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Other 1,658 4,915 6,526 5,637 9,621 10,215 9,242 9,849 11,294 7,406
Total Li-
abilities

39,269 40,733 43,077 46,520 53,732 60,633 66,496 123,376 128,060 141,130

Finally, the CSO report shows that the total assets of companies involved in aircraft leasing 
rose from €65.8bn in 2012 to €141.6bn in 2016.

Table 3 

Total assets of companies in aircraft Leasing € million

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Cash 
and 
Bank 
Deposits

555 418 521 290 446 1,445 1,899 3,193 4,691 4,887

Debtors 2,265 1,810 1,810 1,404 3,242 3,209 3,847 17,013 18,943 19,399
Loans 1,100 4,399 4,360 6,733 7,073 8,816 8,765 8,560 5,563 11,352
Tangible 
Fixed 
Assets

27,385 28,625 31,475 35,621 38,726 43,980 47,073 77,480 * *

Other 2,191 4,475 5,042 4,035 6,394 8,362 6,464 10,862 * *
Total 
Assets

33,496 39,727 43,209 48,083 55,881 65,812 68,048 117,108 128,567 141,633

*Tangible Fixed Assets have been suppressed in 2015 and 2016 due to confidentiality

21/05/2019WRF02700Film Industry Tax Reliefs

21/05/2019WRF02800174. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Finance if Irish actors are required to be 
hired by a production company for a film to qualify for section 481 tax credit; if so, the status of 
the roles for the actor, that is, if they are lead roles, support or minor roles; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [21720/19]

21/05/2019WRF02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 481 provides relief in the form 
of a corporation tax credit related to the cost of production of certain films. The credit is granted 
at a rate of 32% of the lowest of:

- eligible expenditure

- 80% of the total cost of production of the film

- €70,000,000.

The minimum amount that must be spent on the production is €250,000 and the minimum 
eligible expenditure amount to qualify is €125,000.

The Scheme is intended to act as a stimulus to the creation of an indigenous film industry in 
the State, creating quality employment opportunities and supporting the expression of the Irish 
culture.  There is no requirement for production companies to hire Irish actors in order to quali-
fy for the section 481 tax credit.  However, as noted above, the credit is available only in respect 
of eligible expenditure which, in broad terms, encompasses payments for goods, services, and 
facilities in Ireland, including the employment of individuals by the producer company on the 
production of the film.  Such employments include the film crew, in addition to actors. 

A number of significant changes were made to the credit as part of 2018 Finance Bill pro-
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cess. In recognition of the nature of the production cycle and the long lead in times needed for 
productions to be undertaken, the credit was extended from its original end date of 31 Decem-
ber 2020 to 31 December 2024. Additionally, it was legislated to require production companies 
to apply for payment of the tax credit under the self-assessment system. Finance Bill 2018 also 
provided for a new short-term, tapered regional uplift, commencing at 5%, for productions be-
ing made in areas designated under the State aid regional guidelines.  The regional uplift was 
introduced subject to State aid approval and the notification process is currently under way.

The application process has also been divided between the Revenue Commissioners and 
the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. This provides an opportunity for earlier 
engagement on the training requirements associated with the credit, including the quality of 
training to be provided.

21/05/2019WRF03000Insurance Coverage

21/05/2019WRF03100175. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to the situation regarding adults with autism being denied life insurance; his plans to address 
same to ensure that all persons can access life insurance; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21743/19]

21/05/2019WRF03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset, the Deputy should note 
that as Minister for Finance, I am responsible for the development of the legal framework 
governing financial regulation.  Neither I nor the Central Bank of Ireland can interfere in the 
provision or pricing of insurance products, as these matters are of a commercial nature, and are 
determined by insurance companies based on an assessment of the risks they are willing to ac-
cept.  This position is reinforced by the EU framework for insurance which expressly prohibits 
Member States from adopting rules which require insurance companies to obtain prior approval 
of the pricing or terms and conditions of insurance products.  Consequently, I am not in a posi-
tion to direct insurance companies as to the pricing level that they should apply to particular cat-
egories of individuals, nor am I in a position to direct them to provide cover to such individuals.  

It is my understanding that insurers use a combination of rating factors in making their indi-
vidual decisions on whether to offer life insurance cover and what terms to apply.  These factors 
can include age, health, family medical history, occupation and lifestyle.  In addition, these may 
be determined or linked to the length of time with which such a policy may last.  Furthermore, 
my understanding is that insurers do not all use the same combination of rating factors, and as 
a result prices and availability of cover varies across the market, and that they will price in ac-
cordance with their own past claims experience.   

In relation to life insurance cover generally, I am informed by Insurance Ireland that life 
insurance operates on the principle of the pooling of risks and that policyholders whose state 
of health is below average and who therefore have a higher than average chance of claiming 
from the pool pay a higher than average contribution.  When applying for life assurance, a cus-
tomer will be asked on the application form detailed health questions and other questions about 
occupation, hazardous hobbies and previous insurance history. Thus, the insurance company 
obtains a very complete picture of the individual’s state of health which would include physical 
and mental health.  Each application is considered individually and the decision on whether to 
offer cover and on what terms depends on the facts of that particular case.  In cases where an 
individual applies for cover and is turned down, or is offered cover at an increased premium (or 
subject to special conditions), then he/she can request that the insurer’s Chief Medical Officer 
write to his/her doctor to explain the reason for the underwriting decision.  They also state that 
the process of underwriting life insurance policies seeks to identify and assess all aspects of 
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an individual’s physical and mental health which may be relevant to the cover being applied in 
order to ensure that the underwriting decision is a fair one to the individual in question.

21/05/2019WRF03300VAT Rate Application

21/05/2019WRF03400176. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if there is a policy regarding 
VAT on public projects within his Department; if it applies to all Departments; if it is up to each 
Department to decide themselves; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21832/19]

21/05/2019WRF03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): VAT is chargeable on supplies made 
to Public Bodies as a matter of course.  In general, public bodies are not taxable persons and 
their activities are therefore outside the scope of VAT and, therefore, they have no entitlement 
to VAT deductibility on their inputs even though VAT will have been charged on any invoices 
issued to them.  While the activities of a public body are generally outside the scope of VAT, 
there are circumstances whereby a public body will be a taxable person in respect of some of 
its activities and accordingly, those activities will then come within the scope of VAT.  Irrespec-
tive of the above, public bodies are regarded as taxable persons in respect of certain specific 
activities where those activities are carried out on a more than negligible scale.  Schedule 6 to 
the VAT Consolidation Act 2010 contains an exhaustive list of these activities and they include 
Telecommunication services, Supply of water, gas, electricity and thermal energy, Transport of 
goods, Passenger transport, etc.  

The fact that a public body acts in its capacity as a public body when it carries out an activity 
does not in itself mean that the public body is regarded as a non-taxable person in respect of that 
activity.  To determine the public body’s status as a non-taxable person, it is necessary to carry 
out a further assessment of the commercial circumstances in which the activity is provided.  Re-
gard must be had as to whether the public body is in competition with private operators when 
it carries out that activity and it will not be treated as a non-taxable person in respect of that 
activity where to do so would result in a signification distortion of competition. 

21/05/2019WRF03600National Broadband Plan Implementation

21/05/2019WRF03700177. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the Irish Fiscal Advisory 
Council was consulted on the budgetary impacts of the national broadband plan. [21857/19]

21/05/2019WRF03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Under the Fiscal Responsibility Act 
2012, the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council (IFAC) has been assigned the monitoring and assess-
ment functions required of an independent national fiscal institution under the Treaty on Sta-
bility, Co-ordination and Governance in the Economic and Monetary Union. The Act requires 
IFAC to “provide an assessment of whether the fiscal stance for the year or years concerned is, 
conducive to prudent economic and budgetary management”.

In addition, as part of the Council’s so-called ‘endorsement function IFAC provides an in-
dependent assessment of the official macroeconomic forecasts of the Department of Finance, 
upon which the Stability Programme Update (SPU) and Budgets are based. Accordingly, the 
Council’s role is to assess the overall fiscal stance as well as the forecasts underpinning the SPU 
and Budget publications. Therefore, the impact of all government expenditure, including that 
on the National Broadband Plan, is assessed by the Council in this context. 

21/05/2019WRF03900Brexit Preparations



21 May 2019

69

21/05/2019WRF04000178. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Finance the number of additional cus-
toms officials that will be hired due to Brexit; the number of additional hires to date; and the 
number expected to be in place by 31 October 2019; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21865/19]

21/05/2019WRF04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In the context of extensive and detailed 
Brexit preparedness and contingency work across all Government Departments and Agencies, 
Revenue determined that in a ‘Central Case’ scenario (i.e. an orderly withdrawal of the UK from 
the EU, to include a transition period until the end of 2020), an additional 600 Revenue staff 
would be required. In September 2018, the Government granted approval in principle for the 
phased recruitment of an additional 600 Revenue staff to meet the challenges posed by Brexit. 

Since the start of 2019, Revenue has appointed over 500 staff from open recruitment, inter-
departmental and internal competitions. The majority of these have been assigned to customs 
roles or to backfill positions from which existing Revenue staff are assigned to customs duties. 
As serving staff are taking up their new Brexit-related positions, Revenue is backfilling the va-
cancies created, from panels of candidates established in its general recruitment activity.

In preparation for Brexit, Revenue has assigned over 450 additional staff to customs related 
roles.  These additional staff have been deployed across a range of functions, with the major-
ity assigned to import and export trade facilitation activities and policy and operational roles. 
Revenue will continue to adjust its recruitment and training plans in response to business needs, 
including Brexit-related developments. 

21/05/2019WRF04200Tax Code

21/05/2019WRF04300179. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be raised by increasing capital gains tax by 3% on passive gains only excluding active 
gains through the sale of an active business for example. [21928/19]

21/05/2019WRF04400180. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be raised by increasing capital gains tax by 3%. [21929/19]

21/05/2019WRF04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 179 
and 180 together.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that because data from tax returns do not pro-
vide a basis for compiling separate figures of the amount of Capital Gains Tax (CGT) liability 
associated with passive activity, there is no basis to provide an estimate of the yield that could 
be raised by increasing the rate (on passive gains) by 3%.

Regarding the estimated revenue that would be raised by increasing capital gains tax by 3%, 
the Revenue Ready Reckoner, available at www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/
ready-reckoner.pdf shows the yield from changes to the overall CGT rate. 

While the Ready Reckoner does not show the specific costing requested by the Deputy, the 
yield from a 3% increase can be estimated on a pro-rata or straight-line basis from those shown.

21/05/2019WRF04700Tax Code

21/05/2019WRF04800181. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would raised by introducing a wealth tax at a rate of 1% set at a personal threshold of €1 million 
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of net wealth with no asset exemptions. [21932/19]

21/05/2019WRF04900182. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue the 
would be raised by introducing a wealth tax at a rate of 1% set at a personal threshold of €1 mil-
lion of net wealth with no asset exemptions with a rising rate of 1% at each additional €500,000 
wealth threshold (details supplied). [21933/19]

21/05/2019WRF05000183. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be raised by introducing a wealth tax at a rate of 1% set a personal threshold of €1 million 
of net wealth with asset exemptions for voluntary pensions and farms. [21934/19]

21/05/2019WRF05100184. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be raised by introducing a wealth tax at a rate of 1% set at a personal threshold of €1 
million of net wealth with asset exemptions for voluntary pensions and farms with a rising rate 
of 1% at each additional €500,000 wealth threshold (details supplied). [21935/19]

21/05/2019WRF05200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 181 
to 184, inclusive, together.

As there have been no subsequent developments in this area, the position remains the same 
as in my response to the Deputy’s PQs regarding the same scenarios on 19 June 2018 which is 
as follows:

In order to estimate the potential revenue from a wealth tax, it is necessary to identify the 
wealth held by individuals. As there is currently no such wealth tax in operation in Ireland, the 
Department understands that the Revenue Commissioners have no basis or requirement to com-
pile the data needed to produce estimates in relation to a potential wealth tax. Although an indi-
vidual’s assets and liabilities are declared to the Revenue in a number of specific circumstances 
(for example, after a death), this information is not a complete measure of assets and liabilities 
in the State, nor is it recorded in a manner that would allow analysis of the implications of an 
overarching wealth based tax. 

However, in 2013 the Central Statistics Office conducted the first comprehensive survey of 
household wealth in Ireland (the Household Finance and Consumption Survey (HFCS)). The 
survey provides information on the ownership and values of different types of assets and liabili-
ties along with more general information on income, employment and household composition. 

During 2016, my Department, jointly with the Economic and Social Research Institute 
(ESRI), conducted a research project into the distribution of wealth in Ireland and the potential 
implications of a wealth tax using the HFCS. The research formed part of an on-going joint-
research programme with the ESRI on the Macro-Economy and Taxation. The research paper, 
available on the ESRI website, presented results on the composition of wealth across both the 
wealth and income distributions in Ireland. A number of wealth tax scenarios were then applied 
to the Irish data (wealth tax regimes from other jurisdictions and hypothetical scenarios). In 
each case, the associated tax bases and revenue yields, the number of liable households across 
the income distribution, and the characteristics of the households affected are outlined. 

The wealth tax scenarios in the research paper that are closest to the wealth taxes outlined 
by the Deputy in his questions are the high threshold-large exemptions scenario (which best 
matches the scenario set out in PQ 21934/19), and the high threshold-no exemptions scenarios 
(which best matches the scenario outlined in PQ 21932/19) in Table 5 of the Department of 
Finance/ESRI study. 

The first of these scenarios (high threshold-large exemption) has a personal threshold of 
€1.0 million (doubled if married and a €500,000 increase per child), applies a 1% tax rate 
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and excludes farms, the household main residence, business and pension assets. This scenario, 
given the distribution of household wealth in Ireland in 2013, is estimated to raise €53 million 
as outlined in Table 8 of the Department of Finance/ESRI study. The research notes that its tax 
revenue estimates are static; in other words, no behavioral response to the tax is modeled. The 
estimate of €53 million, therefore, is likely to be an upper estimate of the revenue that could be 
raised. 

The second scenario (high threshold-no exemption), applies a 1% tax rate but allows for 
no exclusions. This scenario, given the distribution of household wealth in Ireland in 2013, is 
estimated to raise €248 million as outlined in Table 8 of the Department of Finance/ESRI study. 
Again, the research notes that its tax revenue estimates are static; in other words, no behavioral 
response to the tax is modeled. The estimate of €248 million, therefore, is also likely to be an 
upper estimate of the revenue that could be raised.  

Given that the above scenarios are not identical to those outlined in the Deputy’s questions, 
care should be taken in interpreting the revenue estimates. 

In order to estimate the yield from a tax with the precise parameters as outlined in the Dep-
uty’s questions, it would be necessary to seek the agreement of the CSO to revisit its original 
survey data for this specified purpose. This would be a significant undertaking that would take 
considerable time and resources to complete. It is also noted that the HFCS does not include 
specific data on the global assets for those domiciled or ordinarily resident and the domestic as-
sets for those resident for tax purposes. As such, any estimate on the yield obtained from HFCS 
data would not fully capture the parameters outlined in the Deputy’s question.

However, there are a number of additional scenarios set out in the paper which the Deputy 
may find informative.

21/05/2019WRG00500Real Estate Investment Trusts

21/05/2019WRG00600185. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the expected revenue from 
ending the capital gains tax exemption from the sale of property held within REITs. [21939/19]

21/05/2019WRG00700187. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue from 
introducing a minimum dividend withholding tax rate of 25% and of 30% on all dividends paid 
by REITs. [21941/19]

21/05/2019WRG00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 185 
and 187 together.

The regime for the operation of Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs) in Ireland was intro-
duced in Finance Act 2013. The framework for REITs is designed to facilitate collective invest-
ment in rental property by removing a double layer of taxation which would otherwise apply 
on property investment through a corporate vehicle. The property rental income and gains are 
exempt from tax within the REIT, they are taxed instead at the investor level when distributed. 
Part 25A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (“TCA 1997”) requires that 85% of all property 
income profits are distributed annually to investors. Any income or gains arising to the REIT 
which is not in respect of the REITs property rental business is subject to corporation tax. 

I am advised by Revenue that information in respect of potential future capital gains from 
the sale of property held by REITs is unavailable. I am therefore unable to provide an accurate 
estimate of the potential revenue which would be raised from the removal of the exemption.  
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In relation to dividend withholding tax, in order to ensure tax was retained from non-resi-
dent investors a dividend withholding tax at the standard rate of tax (20%) was legislated for 
to apply to REIT dividends. Non-resident REIT shareholders resident in treaty countries may 
be able to reclaim part of this dividend withholding tax if the relevant treaty allows. Given this 
interaction with tax treaties and that information is not available in relation to potential future 
REIT dividends to investors an accurate estimate of any potential revenue from an increase in 
the withholding tax rate cannot be made.

21/05/2019WRG00900Irish Real Estate Fund

21/05/2019WRG01000186. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the expected revenue from 
ending the dividend withholding tax exemption for non-resident IREF shareholders from divi-
dends related to the sale of property held within a IREF for five years. [21940/19]

21/05/2019WRG01100188. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue from 
introducing a minimum dividend withholding tax rate of 25% and 30%, respectively on all 
dividends paid by IREFs. [21942/19]

21/05/2019WRG01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 186 
and 188 together.

Finance Act 2016 introduced the Irish Real Estate Funds (IREFs) regime. The regime pro-
vides that the profits arising to an Irish fund from Irish property remain within the charge to 
Irish tax. An IREF is an investment undertaking where 25% or more of the value of the assets is 
derived from real estate assets in the State. Generally, where a unit holder receives value from 
the IREF an IREF withholding tax of 20% will apply.

On introduction in Finance Act 2016 the IREF regime provided for an exemption from 
IREF withholding tax on the distribution of profits that arose from holding Irish land or build-
ings for more than 5 years. Finance Act 2017 amended the legislation to remove this CGT ex-
emption from 1 January 2019. An accurate estimate of expected revenue cannot be made as it 
would be dependent on the value of gains realised by IREFs as a result of transactions in Irish 
real estate assets. 

Furthermore, non-resident IREF shareholders resident in treaty countries may be able to re-
claim part of the IREF withholding tax if the relevant treaty allows. Given this interaction with 
tax treaties and  that information is not available in relation to potential future IREF distribu-
tions to investors, an accurate estimate of any potential revenue from a change in the operation 
of withholding tax, including the removal of the CGT exemption or a potential increase in the 
rate, cannot be made.

Question No. 187 answered with Question No. 185.

Question No. 188 answered with Question No. 186.

21/05/2019WRG01500Tax Data

21/05/2019WRG01600189. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
could have been raised if intangible assets onshore between 2015 and 2018 were taxed at the 
current 80% cap; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21943/19]

21/05/2019WRG01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that tax re-
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turns do not record the onshoring of assets (or the year in which onshoring occurred).  The 
available information is the amounts of capital allowances claimed in respect of intangible as-
sets. 

The 80% cap on capital allowances was re-introduced in Finance Bill 2017 and it applies to 
all intangible assets acquired from 11 October 2017. It is important to note that the imposition 
of a cap on capital allowances for intangible assets only affects the timing of relief in the form 
of capital allowances and related interest expenses for intangible assets but does not affect the 
overall quantum of relief.  This is because any amounts restricted in one accounting period as a 
result of a cap are available for carry forward and utilisation in a subsequent accounting period, 
subject to the application of the cap in that period. Therefore no additional tax revenue would 
be raised in the long-term through the Deputy’s proposal. 

I am advised by Revenue that, based on levels of capital allowance claims in tax returns for 
recent years, it is tentatively estimated that there would be a cash flow benefit of approximately 
€750 million if intangible assets acquired between 2015 and 11 October 2017 were subject to 
the 80% cap. It is important to be clear that such a change would not lead to more tax over-
all and this simply a timing matter - to present this as additional tax for the exchequer would not 
be correct. I do not wish to repeat the mistakes of the past by increasing expenditure through 
unsustainable tax changes. I would also note that this estimate is on the basis of assuming no 
behavioural change on the part of the companies involved. Furthermore, as the Deputy will be 
aware, changes to tax law are generally made on a prospective basis such that they apply only 
from the date on which they have legal effect. 

21/05/2019WRG01800Corporation Tax Regime

21/05/2019WRG01900190. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the additional corporation tax 
that could be expected if the bailed out banks had applied to them a 25% limit on losses that 
could be carried forward in any year and a five year absolute limit in which such losses could 
be used; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21946/19]

21/05/2019WRG02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Corporation Tax Loss Relief is pro-
vided for by Section 396 of the Taxes Consolidation Act (TCA) 1997. It allows for losses in-
curred in the course of business to be accounted for when calculating tax liabilities. Loss relief 
for corporation tax is a long standing feature of the Irish Corporate Tax system and is a standard 
feature of Corporation Tax systems in all OECD countries. 

Section 396C of the TCA 1997 previously restricted NAMA participating institutions to off-
set losses against a maximum of 50% of taxable profits in a given year. At the time of its intro-
duction the Government had limited involvement in the banking system. However, by Finance 
Bill 2013, this measure was considered to have outlasted its initial purpose. Due to the substan-
tial holdings that the State had, by that time, acquired in the banking sector (99.8% AIB and 
15% of Bank of Ireland), the restriction was deemed to be acting against the State’s interests.

Section 396C was repealed to reduce the State’s role as a ‘backstop’ provider of capital and 
to protect the existing value of the State’s equity and debt investments. With the removal of Sec-
tion 396C, AIB and BOI were restored to the same position as other Irish corporates, including 
other Irish banks.

It is not possible to quantify the estimated additional corporation tax revenue from the mea-
sures referred to by the Deputy, as this would depend on the future profitability of the banks. 
Nevertheless, as I have previously stated, I do not intend to change how losses are currently 
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treated for Irish banks, including those that were bailed out by the State, as I believe there could 
be consequences that would make it difficult for me to fulfill other objectives in respect of the 
Irish banking system.  Such a change could have knock on implications for the cost of lending 
and deposits for consumers and businesses in Ireland.  There would also be a material negative 
impact on the valuation of the State’s investments from any change in tax treatment of accumu-
lated losses where the banks are concerned. 

It is important to understand that the State is actually getting value today from these deferred 
tax assets through our share sales.  The banks are also contributing to the Exchequer through 
the financial institutions levy, introduced in 2013, which generates an annual yield of approxi-
mately €150 million to the Exchequer.

In 2018 my officials produced a report for the Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure 
and Reform, and Taoiseach on the potential consequences of changes to the tax treatment of 
losses carried forward for banks.  This report, which contains further information and more 
detailed consideration of the points set out above, is published on my Department’s website.

21/05/2019WRG02100Corporation Tax Regime

21/05/2019WRG02200191. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be raised if the remaining action points under BEPS were implemented by the end of 
2019. [21945/19]

21/05/2019WRG02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In September 2018, I published Ire-
land’s Corporation Tax Roadmap. This roadmap takes stock of the changing international tax 
environment, outlines the actions Ireland has taken to date and the further actions that will be 
taken over the coming years to ensure that our corporation tax code is line with international 
best practices.  It outlines the various commitments we have made to tackle global tax avoid-
ance, including those made in respect of the 15 actions of the OECD BEPS Action Plan but it 
also includes details in relation to the transposition of the EU Anti-Tax Avoidance Directives 
(‘ATAD’), which comprise measures that directly correspond to specific BEPS actions.

The Country-by-Country (CbC) Reporting, a tool developed by the OECD in accordance 
with Action 13, and the Knowledge Development Box which is in line with BEPS Action 5 
were introduced in Finance Act 2015.  Ireland is also fully compliant with the exchange of in-
formation on cross border tax rulings requirements in line with BEPS Action 5.

The commitments set out in the roadmap regarding the remaining BEPS actions included 
commitments with regard to legislation to be introduced in Finance Act 2018.   Finance Act 
2018 introduced controlled foreign company (‘CFC’) rules (BEPS Action 3) with effect from 
1 January 2019. The purpose of CFC rules is to discourage the artificial diversion of income to 
low tax jurisdictions. As such they are not designed primarily to raise Exchequer revenue, but 
rather to modify taxpayer behaviour.

The final legislative steps required to allow Ireland to complete the ratification of the BEPS 
multilateral instrument (BEPS Actions 6, 7, and 15 and certain aspects of BEPS Actions 2 and 
14) were also taken in Finance Act 2018. The changes introduced to the application of Ireland’s 
tax treaties are primarily anti-avoidance in nature and are aimed at stopping international tax 
planning strategies known as treaty shopping. It is not possible to estimate the potential impact 
on the Exchequer from the changes that will be made to the application of Ireland’s tax treaties.

The Corporation Tax Roadmap also enumerates further commitments to action over the next 
two years, including the introduction of anti-hybrid and anti-reverse hybrid rules (BEPS Ac-
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tion 2); an interest limitation ratio (BEPS Action 4); updating of transfer pricing rules (Actions 
8-10); further work on mandatory disclosure rules (BEPS Action 12) and dispute resolution 
(BEPS Action 14).  It will not be possible to estimate the impact on the Exchequer of such mea-
sures, were they implemented by the end of 2019, until the process of designing the measures 
is significantly further advanced. 

No specific direct tax measures have been recommended to date in addressing the tax chal-
lenges associated with the digital economy (BEPS Action 1). Work continues at OECD and EU 
level in relation to this.  As a result, it is not possible to estimate the impact on the Exchequer 
of BEPS Action 1.

BEPS Action 11 focuses on data collection and analysis. It does not make any specific 
recommendations in relation to tax changes. It relates to measurement of BEPS and suggests 
improvements in data collection. Therefore, it is not a revenue raising action and as a result, it 
is not possible to estimate the budgetary impact of BEPS Action 11.

As I outlined in the roadmap, the confluence of the OECD BEPS outcomes and the most 
significant US tax reform in recent history is likely to lead to significant changes in the struc-
ture of multinationals over the next number of years. The purpose of the programme of changes 
set out in the Roadmap is to ensure that Ireland remains on a sustainable path for growth and 
investment in this rapidly-changing international tax environment.

21/05/2019WRG02400Financial Services Sector

21/05/2019WRG02500192. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated additional rev-
enue that would be raised by increasing the bank levy by each of 10 percentage points and by 
10%; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21948/19]

21/05/2019WRG02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 126AA of the Stamp Duties 
Consolidation Act 1999 imposes an annual levy on certain financial institutions on the basis of 
the amount of deposit interest retention tax (DIRT) payable by them in a specified ‘base’ year.  
The levy is intended to raise a fixed annual yield of €150M.  In relation to the years 2017 and 
2018, a rate of 59% was required to yield €150M based on the financial institutions’ DIRT li-
ability for the base year 2015.  The year 2017 will be used as the base year to determine the levy 
for the years 2019 and 2020.  As there has been a substantial fall in DIRT payable by financial 
institutions since 2015 the rate will have to be increased from 59% to maintain the €150M yield.

I recently announced that I intend to bring forward a Financial Resolution on Budget night 
2019 increasing the rate of the levy from 59% to 170%, which, when applied to the DIRT pay-
able in 2017, will continue to yield €150M. 

Without an increase in the current rate of 59% the levy would yield €52.2M in 2019.  In-
creasing the current rate by 10% would  bring the rate to 65%  which would yield approximately 
€5.2M in additional revenue. An increase of 10 percentage points from 59% to 69% would yield 
approximately €8.8M in additional revenue. 

21/05/2019WRG02700Financial Services Regulation

21/05/2019WRG02800193. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated saving that 
would accrue from moving the entire cost of regulation of the financial sector onto the industry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21949/19]
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21/05/2019WRG02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Bank’s total funding re-
quirement for financial regulation activity is determined on an annual basis by the resources 
required to discharge its legal responsibilities under domestic and EU law.  Section 32D and 
32E of the Central Bank Act 1942, as amended, provide that the Central Bank Commission may 
make regulations relating to the imposition of levies and fees on the financial services sector in 
respect of the recoupment of the costs of financial regulation. 

As it stands, the financial services industry currently funds 80% of the costs incurred by 
the Central Bank for financial regulation, with certain exceptions including the banks which 
had participated in the Eligible Liabilities Guarantee (ELG) Scheme, namely AIB, Bank of 
Ireland and Permanent TSB, which are required to fund 100% of the Central Bank’s regulatory 
costs. Credit Unions currently contribute approximately 8% to the cost of their regulation.  This 
means that the subvention from the Central Bank amounts to approximately 20% of the total 
cost. What this translates to in monetary terms will be determined by the resources required by 
the Bank to discharge its legal responsibilities during a given year. 

In 2017, the full cost of financial regulation activities amounted to €184.9 million (2017: 
€155.0 million) funded by income of €107.9 million (2017: €77.8 million) and subvention of 
€76.9 million (2017: €77.3 million). 

If industry was fully charged, there would be no subvention, however, there are certain costs 
(e.g. markets supervision) which it may be appropriate to continue to subvent on an ongoing 
basis where the costs cannot be attributed to specific firms but do relate to the orderly function 
of markets and the financial stability agenda.  

My officials are liaising with the Central Bank in pursuing a strategy of moving towards full 
industry funding where appropriate. Further information on timeframes and implications for 
each industry category will be published in the coming weeks with the release of 2018 Annual 
Report and Annual Performance Statement.  

The 2018 financial statements will also show a reduction in subvention year on year attribut-
able to increases in recovery rates in the 2018 billing cycle.

Further information on the Industry Funding Levy is available on the Central Bank’s web-
site as follows: 

centralbank.ie/regulation/how-we-regulate/fees-levies/industry-funding-levy/guidance.

21/05/2019WRG03000Pensions Data

21/05/2019WRG03100194. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated savings that 
would be made by reducing the maximum tax relief available on private pension contributions 
to percentage rates (details supplied). [21951/19]

21/05/2019WRG03200195. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be raised by reducing the earnings cap for pension contributions from €115,000 to 
€70,000, €65,000 and €60,000, respectively. [21952/19]

21/05/2019WRG03300196. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be raised from reducing the standard fund threshold from €2 million to €1.3, €1.5 and 
€1.7 million, respectively. [21953/19]

21/05/2019WRG03400197. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be raised by reducing the tax free lump sum retirement limit from €200,000 to levels 
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(details supplied). [21954/19]

21/05/2019WRG03500198. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be raised by reducing the earnings cap for pension contributions from €115,000 to 
€60,000. [21955/19]

21/05/2019WRG03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 194 
to 198, inclusive, together.

Regarding Questions 21951/19, 21952/19 and 21955/19, I am advised by Revenue that 
the Ready Reckoner, available at link www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-reve-
nue/statistics/ready-reckoner/index.aspx, shows, on page 11, the estimated cost or yield from 
changing combinations of (i) the maximum tax relief available on private pension contributions 
or (ii) the ceiling on the annual earnings limit for determining maximum allowable contribu-
tions for pension purposes. 

  While not all of the scenarios requested by the Deputy are shown in the Ready Reckoner, 
the others can be calculated on a straight-line or pro-rata basis from the information provided 
as follows:

Max rate of tax relief on private pension 
contributions

Full Year yield 
€m

35% 80
32% 126
30% 159
28% 191
25% 239
22% 287
20% 319

Annual Earning Cap for pensions contribu-
tions

Full Year yield 
€m

€70,000 100
€65,000 116
€60,000 134

Regarding Question 21953/19, the Standard Fund Threshold is the maximum allowable 
pension fund on retirement for tax purposes, which was introduced in Finance Act 2006 to pre-
vent over-funding of pensions through tax-relieved arrangements. Information on the numbers 
and values of individual pension funds or on individual accrued benefits in pension schemes 
are not generally required to be supplied to Revenue. Therefore, there is no readily available 
underlying data or methodology on which to base reliable estimates of any possible yield which 
might be realised from the reductions in the Standard Fund Threshold outlined by the Deputy.

Regarding Question 21954/19, I am advised by Revenue that as there is no requirement to 
include data in tax returns in relation to tax free lumps of less than €200,000 (the current life-
time limit on tax-free retirement lump sums), it is not possible to quantify reliably the estimated 
yield for the Exchequer from the reductions of the tax free lump sum entitlement set out by the 
Deputy.
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21/05/2019WRG04100Central Bank of Ireland Supervision

21/05/2019WRG04200199. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of instances 
each year in which the Central Bank has carried out inspections on lenders in relation to the 
code of conduct on mortgage arrears since it was established; the number of instances each year 
in which the Central Bank has found that the lenders had not complied with the code; the num-
ber of instances each year in which the Central Bank has commenced official enforcement pro-
ceedings in relation to the code; the number of instances each year in which the Central Bank 
has imposed sanctions on lenders for non-compliance of the code; the sanctions in each case; 
the value of fines in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21986/19]

21/05/2019WRG04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have been advised by the Central 
Bank of Ireland (Central Bank) that in line with their mission of safeguarding stability and 
protecting consumers, the Central Bank’s work on mortgage arrears spans its consumer protec-
tion, prudential supervision, and financial stability roles. Within the remit of the Central Bank’s 
responsibilities, the approach to mortgage arrears resolution is focused on ensuring the fair 
treatment of borrowers through a strong consumer protection framework while ensuring banks 
are sufficiently capitalised, hold appropriately conservative provisions, and have appropriate 
arrears resolution strategies and operations.

Since the Central Bank first introduced the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA) 
in 2009, there have been 23 inspections specifically to test compliance with the CCMA. How-
ever, this is just one aspect of our supervisory approach to protecting borrowers in arrears.

2010 Themed Inspection of CCMA

In 2010, the Central Bank undertook a themed inspection across five mortgage lenders to 
ensure the CCMA had been implemented and was being complied with. 

2011 Mortgage Arrears Resolution Strategies

In late 2011, the Central Bank further intensified its engagement with lenders with regard 
to mortgage arrears resolution. To press banks to remediate these shortcomings and ensure ap-
propriate board-level focus, in October 2011, mortgage lenders were required to submit to the 
Central Bank board-reviewed and approved mortgage arrears resolution strategies (MARS). 
The purpose was to ensure the fair treatment of borrowers, supported by detailed implementa-
tion plans to deal with their stock of arrears cases as well as new inflows.

2011 Themed Inspection of CCMA

In 2011, the Central Bank published the findings of a themed inspection of six mortgage 
lenders which examined compliance with the requirements of the revised CCMA specifically 
relating to charges on mortgage accounts in arrears.

2012 Operational Capability Assessments

The introduction of the CCMA in 2009 set out the framework that lenders must use when 
dealing with borrowers in mortgage arrears or in pre arrears.  

One additional provision of the CCMA in 2011 mandated lenders to establish a centralised 
arrears support unit (ASU), which must be adequately staffed, to manage cases under the Mort-
gage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP).  The focus in early 2012 centred on further ex-
amining and challenging banks’ operational capacity to resolve NPLs, and pressing banks to 
remediate shortfalls identified during their MARS assessments.  Blackrock Solutions was com-
missioned to undertake an independent Distressed Credit Operations Review (DCOR) focusing 
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on residential mortgage and SME distress management. 

During the latter part of 2012 and throughout 2013, the Central Bank continued to challenge 
banks regarding their operational capabilities and undertook a number of different inspection 
related activities to review banks ASUs to assess if meaningful progress was being made in 
their approach to resolving distressed loans. While progress was being made, gaps were identi-
fied particularly in the 2012 and early 2013 inspections.

2013 Mortgage Arrears Resolution Targets

In early 2013, the Central Bank introduced the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Targets (MART) 
framework. Through MART, the Central Bank imposed quarterly quantitative targets on the six 
main mortgage lenders (accounting for approximately 90 per cent of the Irish mortgage market) 
on Republic of Ireland principal dwelling home/primary residence and buy-to-let mortgage 
portfolios. The targets were focused on resolving arrears greater than 90 days.  

The Central Bank also introduced enhanced supervisory reporting requirements to monitor 
and challenge progress by banks in implementing sustainable solutions. On-site credit inspec-
tions by the Central Bank examined samples of these sustainable solutions during the MART 
programme.

2015 Themed Inspection of the CCMA

In 2015, the Central Bank published the outcome of a themed inspection of seven lenders’ 
compliance with the CCMA. https://www.centralbank.ie/docs/ccma-themed-inspection

Formal supervisory requirements, with specific timelines for remediation, were imposed on 
those lenders where the Central Bank identified risks to borrowers. 

No firm has been sanctioned for a breach of the CCMA to date.

2018 Inspections of the CCMA

In 2018, the Central Bank undertook five inspections in relation to the CCMA including 
some that contributed to the review into the effectiveness of the CCMA (Section 6(a) Report).

In addition, the Central Bank has also conducted and published research on consumers’ ex-
perience of the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process. Consumer explainers and guides on the 
CCMA, have also been published by the Central Bank.

21/05/2019WRG04400Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears

21/05/2019WRG04500200. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his views on the impact of 
putting the code of conduct on mortgage arrears on a statutory footing either through primary 
legislation or secondary legislation by way of regulation; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21987/19]

21/05/2019WRG04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Code of Conduct on Mortgage 
Arrears (CCMA) is already a statutory Code that was put in place to ensure that lenders have 
fair and transparent processes in place for dealing with borrowers in or facing mortgage arrears.  
Section 117 of the Central Bank Act 1989 provides the Central Bank with the power to impose 
Codes of Conduct, including the CCMA.  

I am advised by the Central Bank that such codes of conduct are required to be complied 
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with as a matter of law of any regulated entities to whom they apply.   The Central Bank has 
the power to take action, up to and including enforcement action, against any regulated firm 
for non-compliance with a Code (for example by imposing a direction on such entity or taking 
enforcement action under the Central Bank’s Administrative Sanctions Procedure).  

21/05/2019WRH00200Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears

21/05/2019WRH00300201. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if a lender does not have to 
offer the solutions outlined in paragraph 39 of the code of conduct on mortgage arrears; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [21988/19]

21/05/2019WRH00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have been advised by the Central 
Bank of Ireland that Provision 39 of the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA) re-
quires that a regulated entity must explore all of the options for alternative repayment arrange-
ments that are offered by that particular regulated entity.  These options may include the types 
of alternative repayment arrangements outlined in Provision 39 (a) to (l).  However, Provision 
39 does not oblige a regulated entity to offer particular alternative repayment arrangements to 
borrowers. 

Provision 40 of the CCMA provides that a regulated entity must document its consideration 
of each option examined under Provision 39 including the reasons why the option(s) offered to 
the borrower is/are appropriate and sustainable for his/her individual circumstance and why the 
option(s) considered and not offered to the borrower is/are not appropriate and not sustainable 
for the borrower’s individual circumstances. 

In turn, Provision 42 provides that where an alternative repayment arrangement is offered 
by a regulated entity, the regulated entity must provide the borrower with prescribed informa-
tion, including a clear explanation of how the alternative repayment arrangement works and the 
reasons why the alternative repayment arrangement(s) offered is considered to be appropriate 
and sustainable for the borrower, including demonstrating, by reference to the borrower’s in-
dividual circumstances, the advantages of the offer for the borrower and explaining any disad-
vantages. 

Provision 45 provides that if a regulated entity does not offer a borrower an alternative re-
payment arrangement, for example where it is concluded that the mortgage is not sustainable 
and an alternative repayment arrangement is unlikely to be appropriate, the regulated entity 
must provide the reasons on a durable medium to the borrower and advise the borrow of the 
other options available to them, the borrowers right to appeal the decision to the regulated en-
tity’s Appeals Board and that the protections of the MARP no longer apply. 

21/05/2019WRH00500Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears

21/05/2019WRH00600202. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if there are provisions in 
legislation or in the code of conduct on mortgage arrears that stipulates that the lender at the 
time of a review must honour the existing arrangement in circumstances in which the financial 
circumstances of a borrower have not changed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21989/19]

21/05/2019WRH00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have been advised by the Central 
Bank of Ireland that the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears 2013 (CCMA) seeks to ensure 
that lenders have fair and transparent processes in place for dealing with borrowers in or facing 
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mortgage arrears. All cases must be handled sympathetically and positively by the lender, with 
the objective at all times of assisting the borrower to meet his or her mortgage obligations. 

The Central Bank expects that where a co-operating borrower is complying with the terms 
of an alternative repayment arrangement (ARA) and where the borrower’s circumstances have 
not changed, the terms of the ARA will continue to be honoured. Where the borrower’s circum-
stances have changed, in line with Provision 40 of the CCMA, any change to the ARA must be 
appropriate and sustainable for the borrower’s circumstances. 

Provision 42 of the CCMA requires that where an alternative repayment arrangement is 
offered by a lender, the lender must advise the borrower to take appropriate independent legal 
and/or financial advice and provide the borrower with a clear explanation, on paper or another 
durable medium, of how the alternative repayment arrangement works.  This explanation must 
include the frequency with which the alternative repayment arrangement will be reviewed, the 
reason(s) for the reviews and the potential outcome of the reviews, where: 

(i) circumstances improve, 

(ii) circumstances disimprove, and 

(iii) circumstances remain the same; 

Lenders must ensure that any changes to the ARA are proportionate to the change in the 
borrower’s circumstances. 

21/05/2019WRH00800Loan Books Purchasers

21/05/2019WRH00900203. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if there is a legal obligation 
set out in legislation or in the codes of the Central Bank on a lender to transfer all documenta-
tion pertaining to the loan when that loan is sold to another party; if there are data protection 
considerations in relation to this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21990/19]

21/05/2019WRH01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by the Central Bank that 
while there is no specific provision in the Central Bank’s codes which requires that a full file be 
received by the loan purchaser from the original lender, the General Principles of the Central 
Bank’s Consumer Protection Code 2012 provide that “a regulated entity must ensure that in all 
its dealings with customers and within the context of its authorisation it acts honestly, fairly and 
professionally in the best interests of its customers and the integrity of the market” and that “a 
regulated entity must ensure that in all its dealings with customers and within the context of 
its authorisation it acts with due skill, care and diligence in the best interests of its customers”. 

In this regard, the Central Bank expects that sufficient due diligence, including exchanging 
sufficient information and information setting out specific commitments made to consumers, 
must be both facilitated by the firm selling/securitising loans and conducted by the firm pur-
chasing or servicing the loans.

Any data protection considerations would be a matter for the Office of the Data Protection 
Commissioner. 

21/05/2019WRH01100Garda Stations

21/05/2019WRH01200204. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
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plans for the now closed Kill O’The Grange Garda station; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [21883/19]

21/05/2019WRH01300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): As part of the Programme for a Partnership Government, the Office of Public 
Works (OPW) was requested not to dispose of any closed Garda stations pending the outcome 
of two reviews of closed Garda stations.

 The first review identified six closed Garda stations for reopening and the second review, 
published on the 21st   December 2018, did not identify any further closed Garda stations for 
reopening.

An Garda Síochána has recently advised the OPW that they no longer have an interest in the 
former Garda station at Kill O’The Grange and the Commissioners of Public Works have now 
recommenced the process of identifying either alternative State use or disposal of the property, 
in line with OPW’s disposal policy on surplus vacant property.

The OPW policy with regard to non-operational (vacant) State property, including the for-
mer Garda station at Kill O’The Grange is to:

Identify if the property is required/suitable for alternative State use by either Government 
Departments or the wider public sector.

If there is no other State use identified for a property, the OPW will then consider disposing 
of the property on the open market if and when conditions prevail, in order to generate revenue 
for the Exchequer.

If no State requirement is identified or if a decision is taken not to dispose of a particular 
property, the OPW may consider community involvement (subject to a detailed written submis-
sion, which would indicate that the community/voluntary group has the means to insure, main-
tain and manage the property and that there are no ongoing costs for the Exchequer).

The OPW will again establish if there is any alternative State use for the property prior to 
disposing of it on the open market. 

21/05/2019WRH01400Early Retirement Scheme

21/05/2019WRH01500205. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the pro-
cess of requesting correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21919/19]

21/05/2019WRH01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The terms 
and conditions as set out in the Collective Agreement on Redundancy Payments of June 2012, 
included a ban on public service re-employment for beneficiaries for two years and, thereafter, 
the prior consent of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform was required.

In addition the Voluntary Redundancy Schemes of 2010 in the Health Sector also required 
the consent of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform for any public service re-em-
ployment after expiry of the 7-year re-employment ban, which expired on 31 December 2017.

In light of economic conditions, the Minister agreed in 2017 to remove the requirement for 
his consent for re-employment after the respective fixed re-employment bans expire. 

There remains, however, the permanent ban on re-employment for those who availed of the 
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Voluntary Early Retirement Scheme in the Health sector, covered by Circular 7/2010.

21/05/2019WRH01700Election Expenditure

21/05/2019WRH01800206. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the remu-
neration that returning officers receive for carrying out their duties in respect of the 2019 local 
and European elections; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21985/19]

21/05/2019WRH01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The final 
remuneration that Returning Officers receive for carrying out their duties in respect of the 2019 
Local and European elections are not available as final accounts from Returning Officers are not 
due until six months after the election. 

The remuneration paid to Returning Officers’ for the 2014 European & Local Elections was 
€12.4m (this figure includes the Dublin West and Longford West Meath by-elections).

21/05/2019WRH02000State Properties

21/05/2019WRH02100207. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
there has been a change of policy to change the use of lodges in the Phoenix Park from use by 
staff to short-term market rental; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21376/19]

21/05/2019WRH02200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): There has been no change of policy regarding the use of lodges in the Phoenix 
Park.  There are a number of dwellings in the Phoenix Park that are currently vacant due to their 
poor condition.  The OPW has recently commenced a programme of refurbishment of some of 
these properties in order to protect and preserve their historic value as part of the Phoenix Park 
estate. 

The lodges in the Phoenix Park are allocated on the basis of a number of criteria.  These 
criteria range from allocating a residence to OPW staff in specific posts where there is a require-
ment for them to be present in the Park at all times, to the assignment of an official residence to 
a designated office holder.   

Other criteria include options to lease these historical lodges to the Irish Landmark Trust 
(ILT) for short-term letting to individuals under agreed terms and conditions.  The OPW has 
worked with the Irish Landmark Trust for several years to ensure that residential heritage prop-
erties can continue to be used in a way that is sympathetic to their original design and intention.  
The ILT is a non-profit organisation that seeks out interesting and unusual heritage properties 
in need of conservation.  The ILT works on a range of properties from lighthouses and school-
houses, to castles and gate lodges.  As an educational charity, its primary aim is to conserve 
and sustain significant buildings.  ILT properties are presented as living buildings, not museum 
settings, hence their use as short-term holiday accommodation that provide public access to the 
buildings in a way that respects the history and architectural integrity of these structures.  Over 
the past two decades, the ILT has worked with a number of partners, including the OPW, to 
conserve 31 distinctive buildings across Ireland.  Examples at OPW heritage properties include 
the Castletown Gate House and Battey Langley Lodge at Castletown House, Celbridge, Co. 
Kildare and the Annes Grove Miniature Castle at Annes Grove Gardens, Castletownroche, Co. 
Cork.  

While the OPW may dispose of properties that are surplus to State requirements on the open 
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market, lodges like those in the Phoenix Park are considered intrinsic to the historic estates, 
parks and gardens in the care of the OPW and are not disposed.  Therefore, in general, these are 
retained in the ownership of the State.

21/05/2019WRH02300Office of Public Works Properties

21/05/2019WRH02400208. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
Office of Public Works will consider floodlighting Clare Abbey (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21451/19]

21/05/2019WRH02500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): There are a number of aesthetic and practical considerations involved in decid-
ing whether floodlighting of particular sites is either feasible or appropriate.  The nearby avail-
ability of a power source, cost, rural light pollution and the appropriateness of floodlighting 
isolated sites must all be taken into account.

 The general policy of the Office of Public Works, guided by principles from the Depart-
ment of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, is not to floodlight National Monuments in rural 
settings, for several reasons, among them;

1) Energy conservation - The benefits of floodlighting any Monument must be balanced 
against energy conservation policy and sustainable development principles.

2) Light pollution - Light pollution is causing a general diminution in the quality of views 
of the sky at night and is adding to global warming.

3) Impact on fauna and flora - Strong lights on a building at night can encourage excessive 
growth of invasive and opportunistic plant growth which, as well as creating additional main-
tenance work may also damage a Monument.  Nocturnal animals, birds, insects and moths can 
be disturbed by bright lights.

4) Possibility of anti-social behaviour - In a site such as Clare Abbey, the introduction of 
floodlighting can attract unwanted visitors. The potential for litter, graffiti and vandalism is 
increased if a Monument is floodlit.

For these reasons, and also current budgetary constraints, the Office of Public Works does 
not consider that  floodlighting of Clare Abbey should be installed.

21/05/2019WRH02600Office of Public Works Properties

21/05/2019WRH02700209. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
signage will be provided in an area (details supplied). [21499/19]

21/05/2019WRH02800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): Signage on public roads, including the main street of Doneraile and all ap-
proach roads to Doneraile, is a matter for the local authority, in this case Cork County Council.  
The Office of Public Works has no role in the provision of signage on public roads.  Neverthe-
less, OPW is available to discuss signage relating to Doneraile Estate with the Council if that 
can be of benefit.

21/05/2019WRH02900Ministerial Functions
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21/05/2019WRH03000210. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position regarding the ownership of lands at a location (details supplied) which may have been 
vested in him. [21555/19]

21/05/2019WRH03100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): Under Section 28(2) of the State Property Act, 1954, land vested in or held in 
trust for a body corporate immediately prior to its dissolution, (other than land held by such 
body in trust for another person) becomes property of the State in the person of the Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform.  The interest acquired by the Minister is described as a defeasi-
ble interest as it may be defeated by restoration of the company up to 20 years after dissolution.

I am informed that there is some land at the location identified that may have been held by a 
dissolved company at the time of its dissolution. Further investigation is required to confirm if 
the Minister holds an interest in land in the area.

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform has the discretion, under Section 31 of the 
State Property Act 1954, to waive his interest in property that has devolved to the State under 
Section 28, if he believes it is proper to do so having regard to all the circumstances of the case.

If it is confirmed that the Minister holds an interest in land at the specified location an ap-
plication from a suitable party, requesting that the Minister waive his interest to them could be 
considered. 

21/05/2019WRH03200Departmental Expenditure

21/05/2019WRH03300211. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount spent in fees to companies (details supplied) by his Department in each of the years 
2011 to 2018. [21585/19]

21/05/2019WRH03400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to ad-
vise the Deputy that details of my Department’s spend on consultancy costs, professional fees, 
legal fees and advisory fees since its establishment in 2011 up to end Q1 2019 can be found at 

https://assets.gov.ie/8249/5e0e1baa64ca413bb0e3b33dc04150bf.pdf.

21/05/2019WRH03500Garda Stations

21/05/2019WRH03600212. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the date 
on which the new mobile phone mast will be installed at Buncrana Garda station. [21621/19]

21/05/2019WRH03700213. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
planned installation of 3G and 4G technology in Buncrana Garda station can be upgraded to 5G 
in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21622/19]

21/05/2019WRH03800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I propose to take Questions Nos. 212 and 213 together.

The Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland (CPW) grant licences to Mobile Network 
Operators (MNOs) who hold a Mobile Telecommunications Licence to provide Mobile Tele-
phone Services.  

A standard licence agreement sets out the terms and conditions under which MNOs are per-



Questions - Written Answers

86

mitted to locate on OPW property. 

The Commissioners have recently granted a licence to an MNO for the installation of 3G 
and 4G technologies at Buncrana Garda Station.  Any subsequent upgrade of equipment would 
require a further licence agreement.

I understand from my officials that there is currently no date confirmed for the installation 
of the equipment on the mast at Buncrana Garda Station.

21/05/2019WRH04000National Broadband Plan

21/05/2019WRH04100214. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment requested a cost analysis of 
any of the alternative options to the national broadband plan; if so, if these were completed; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [21711/19]

21/05/2019WRH04200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Pub-
lic Spending Code requires that Departments undertake an appropriate appraisal, such as cost 
benefit analysis (CBA) or cost effectiveness analysis, on all expenditure proposals with an 
estimated value in excess of €20 million, before any approval is given to proceed to procure-
ment.  The Public Spending Code further requires Departments to submit their appraisals for 
such projects to my Department for technical review - in terms of the methodology used and to 
ensure compliance with the requirements of the Public Spending Code.

Departments are further required, under the Public Spending Code, to continually update 
project appraisals/CBAs as the procurement process evolves, and as actual tender costs (as op-
posed to cost estimates) become available.  My Department may be consulted to technically 
review such updated appraisals/ BAs, if necessary. 

While my Department is not involved in the assessment of the tenders for individual proj-
ects, if it emerges that the cost of a project is not capable of being met within the agreed multi-
annual capital allocation of the relevant procuring Department, then that Department must en-
gage with my Department to explore how to proceed in relation to the project. 

In the case of the National Broadband Plan, the Department of Communications Climate 
Action and Environment engaged with my Department in relation to the technical review of 
the cost benefit analysis of the proposal, in accordance with the requirements of the Public 
Spending Code.  In addition, over recent months, the two Departments have worked together 
to explore a number of potential alternative options to the current NBP tender process.  These 
options have been set out in the documentation published by the Departments in recent weeks.  

As none of these contingency options were taken forward they were not subjected to a fuller 
specification and development of a detailed project proposal requiring a formal CBA.

21/05/2019WRH04300National Children’s Hospital

21/05/2019WRH04400215. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the projected budgetary impact of the national children’s hospital project from 2019 to 2024 
or the latest available date; and the estimated way it will impact the general Government bal-
ance in each affected year in gross, percentage of GDP and percentage of GNI in tabular form. 
[21820/19]



21 May 2019

87

21/05/2019WRH04500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The National 
Development Plan announced an investment programme of €116 billion over the period 2018 
- 2027.  There will be no increase in this amount to facilitate the construction of the National 
Children’s Hospital, therefore there will be no additional impact on GGB, GDP or GNI*.

21/05/2019WRH04600National Broadband Plan

21/05/2019WRH04700216. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
planned capital spending which will be cut or reprofiled from other projects to account for new 
national broadband plan liabilities; the details of each project; the cost of each project being cut 
or reprofiled; the Department to which this capital spending was originally allocated; in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21821/19]

21/05/2019WRH04800217. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he plans to increase the size of the National Development Plan 2017-2028 to account for the 
unplanned expense of the national broadband plan; if so, the amount; the impact of this increase 
on the general Government balance in each affected year; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [21822/19]

21/05/2019WRH04900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 216 and 217 together.

As I have previously indicated, I intend to provide the additional capital required to fund 
the cost of proceeding with the National Broadband Plan from future revenues.  This will be 
done in the context of updating the overall multi-annual capital ceilings set out in Project Ire-
land 2040.

21/05/2019WRH05100Public Spending Code

21/05/2019WRH05200218. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
there is a practice of stating prices for public projects that exclude VAT; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21831/19]

21/05/2019WRH05300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Public 
Spending Code is the set of rules and procedures that apply to ensure that value for money 
standards are upheld across the Irish Public Service. The Code sets out the appraisal/business 
case requirements for every publically funded project. It stipulates that every spending proposal 
should be appraised carefully but the resources spent on appraisal should be commensurate 
with the cost of the projects or expenditure proposals. Projects over €5 million should be sub-
jected to an economic appraisal.  

It is currently being reviewed as part of the ongoing reform of Ireland’s capital management 
systems to strengthen the existing guidance to better align with the realities of project delivery 
and with a particular focus in improved appraisal, cost estimation and management. The revised 
central elements of the Public Spending Code relating to the appraisal and management of pub-
lic capital projects will be published before the summer.  Further technical guidance building 
upon these central elements will follow in the second half of 2019 and in 2020. 

Costs are stated in different ways for public projects depending on the stage the project is 
at in its lifecycle. 

The Public Spending Code sets out the requirements for business cases for public projects 



Questions - Written Answers

88

including: 

- setting out project objectives and scope, 

- identifying and costing feasible options,

- analysing a narrowed list of viable options using financial and sensitivity analysis and, for 
projects over €5 million, economic analysis,

- setting out a risk strategy outlining key risks and potential mitigation measures,

- setting out a plan for project delivery,

- setting out a plan for how the project will be monitored and evaluated; and

- making a recommendation as to the delivery option which will achieve the desired out-
come and which would represent value for money.

Within the business case, the financial analysis looks at the project cashflows over the eco-
nomically useful life of the project to inform affordability. The cashflows should include all 
costs such as operating, capital, labour, tax, charges, etc. VAT is included in the financial analy-
sis cashflows.

While the financial analysis assesses affordability, the economic appraisal assesses the eco-
nomic and social value of the project. A number of adjustments are made to the financial analysis 
cashflow figures to arrive at the figures used in the economic analysis. The adjustments include 
reflecting the deadweight loss associated with taxation used to raise public funds and removing 
transfer payments such as VAT. VAT is not included in the economic costs of the project.

In recognition of the different VAT levels that are applied in different jurisdictions across the 
EU, the thresholds that determine the applicability of the EU procurement directives are stated 
as VAT exclusive. When tendering public contracts the same principle is usually applied.

21/05/2019WRH05400Official Travel

21/05/2019WRH05500219. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
mileage rate for public servants using an electric car; the way in which it was calculated when 
it was introduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21970/19]

21/05/2019WRH05600220. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
mileage rate for public servants using an electric bicycle; the way in which it was calculated 
when it was introduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21971/19]

21/05/2019WRH05700221. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
analysis that has been carried out of the potential to incentivise a reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions by adjusting the mileage rates for public servants using cars and bicycles of various 
categories; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21973/19]

21/05/2019WRH05800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 219 to 221, inclusive, together.

Travel on official duty is an integral part of the functions carried out by many civil and 
public servants.  As a standard principle, public servants should always use public transport for 
official travel in the first instance, where suitable.
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Where the use of car is deemed necessary, the mileage rates are designed to compensate an 
officer for the costs incurred in using their own car on official business. The rates are based on a 
methodology which takes account of both overhead costs (such as car purchase costs, deprecia-
tion and insurance) and also running costs (fuel costs and maintenance). The rates are intended 
to reimburse an officer for the costs incurred and are not considered to be a source of emolu-
ment or profit. As such, these rates are not considered to be an incentive for officers to use their 
own cars for official travel.

All-electric vehicles, including both cars and electric bicycles, are a relatively new and de-
veloping technology. Comprehensive information such as that available for petrol/diesel driven 
cars is not yet available for electric vehicles and, as a consequence, it has not yet possible to 
devise a mileage rate for electric cars and bicycles in the same manner as for petrol/diesel ve-
hicles. The current policy of my Department is that civil servants using all-electric vehicles may 
claim reimbursement at the lowest mileage rate (0 – 1200 CC) which currently stands at 37.95 
cent per kilometre. This policy will be kept under review and will be adjusted as appropriate as 
the situation with electric vehicles becomes clearer.  

The Deputy will also be aware that the Revenue Commissioners administer a tax relief 
scheme for employers to provide a bicycle to employees where the employee does not incur a 
tax cost for benefit in kind. The Cycle to Work Scheme operates by way of a salary sacrifice and 
may also be used towards the cost of an electric bike. Where an officer uses their own bicycle 
for official travel, they may claim mileage at a rate of 8 cent per kilometre. This rate has been in 
place since 2007 and was determined by reference to annual wear and tear, the average cost of 
a bicycle, depreciation, maintenance, cleaning and repairs, and protective clothing.

21/05/2019WRJ00400Forensic Science Ireland Laboratory

21/05/2019WRJ00500222. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 65 of 10 April 2019, the deadline date for the return of tenders; 
the number of tenders received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22046/19]

21/05/2019WRJ00600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): Further to my response to Parliamentary Question No. 65 of 10 April 2019 
regarding the Forensic Science Laboratory Project at the Backweston campus. Delivery of this 
project is managed by The Office of Public Works. The deadline date for the return of tender 
is scheduled for end of June. Subsequently, tender assessment will take place during Q3 2019.

21/05/2019WRJ00700Flood Prevention Measures

21/05/2019WRJ00800223. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 276 of 26 March 2019, if work has commenced on the detailed 
technical, hydrogeological assessment; if not, when the work will commence; when the com-
pleted report is expected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22049/19]

21/05/2019WRJ00900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I am advised that the Hazelhatch area of Celbridge, County Kildare was as-
sessed as part of the Eastern Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management Study. The 
Flood Risk Management Plans identified the need for a further study of the area to help identify 
any feasible option to manage the existing flood risk.  This further study is being commissioned 
by Kildare County Council.
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I am further advised that the Council are currently finalising their contract documents with 
a view to issuing tenders and are aiming to complete the study of flood risk in the Hazelhatch 
area in 2019.

21/05/2019WRJ01000Coastal Erosion

21/05/2019WRJ01100224. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to visit the Oranmore, Maree and Clarinbridge area of County Galway soon or to ask the 
Minister of State with responsibility for the OPW to do so to see at first hand the coastal erosion 
problems in the area and to meet local persons affected by this problem; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22078/19]

21/05/2019WRJ01200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): It is a matter for Local Authorities, in the first instance, to assess and address 
problems of coastal erosion in their areas.  Where necessary, Local Authorities may put forward 
proposals to relevant central Government Departments, including the Office of Public Works 
(OPW), for funding of appropriate measures depending on the infrastructure or assets under 
threat.  Discussions are ongoing between a number of Government Departments and agencies 
in relation to managing those strategic issues associated with coastal erosion.

I am advised by the Commissioners of Public Works that an application for funding under 
the OPW’s Minor Flood Mitigation Works & Coastal Protection Scheme has been received 
from Galway County Council for Oran Island and is currently under consideration.  An invita-
tion for a visit to the area in question would be positively received by me. 

21/05/2019WRJ01300Coastal Erosion

21/05/2019WRJ01400225. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
OPW plan to publish the cost-benefit analysis study carried out on the Ardfry coastal erosion 
problem in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22079/19]

21/05/2019WRJ01500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): It is a matter for Local Authorities, in the first instance, to assess and address 
problems of coastal erosion in their areas.  Where necessary, Local Authorities may put forward 
proposals to relevant central Government Departments, including the Office of Public Works 
(OPW), for funding of appropriate measures depending on the infrastructure or assets under 
threat.  I am advised by the Commissioners of Public Works that an application for funding 
under the OPW’s Minor Flood Mitigation Works & Coastal Protection Scheme or a cost benefit 
analysis study has not been received from Galway County Council for Ardfry. 

21/05/2019WRJ01600Public Sector Pensions

21/05/2019WRJ01700226. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a teacher 
that is employed directly by the board of management of their school and is not a direct em-
ployee of his Department will be eligible for a public service pension; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22018/19]

21/05/2019WRJ01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The terms of the teachers su-
perannuation schemes provide for pensionability of teachers, employed by school management 
authorities, whose salaries are paid through the school staff payroll operated by my Depart-
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ment.  Under the pension scheme provisions, teachers employed by school management who 
are in excess of the quota of teachers for which the Department pays salary, may not become 
pensionable. 

A small cohort of teachers in voluntary secondary schools who were paid privately by school 
Boards of Management and employed before July 2010 were permitted to join the Occupation-
al Pension Scheme for Secondary, Community and Comprehensive School Teachers.  Those 
teachers who had applied for membership of the pension scheme before 28 July 2010 and have 
uninterrupted privately paid employment, in the same school, and are continuing to make the 
necessary pension contributions remain scheme members under this provision.

21/05/2019WRJ01900Schools Building Projects Status

21/05/2019WRJ02000227. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the school 
building programme at a school (details supplied); the estimated time for completion; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21346/19]

21/05/2019WRJ02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school building project 
referred to by the Deputy was tendered in 2018. Following the publication of tender documents, 
it became necessary to re-tender this project arising from a change in circumstances resulting 
in additional requirements which were not included in the original published tender documents.  

The further requirements will be set out in the specification for a new tender competition 
which my Department intends to publish shortly.

The school authority is being kept fully informed of developments on a continuous basis.

21/05/2019WRJ02200Special Educational Needs Service Provision

21/05/2019WRJ02300228. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is satisfied 
that the July provision scheme is meeting the needs of children with complex needs; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21370/19]

21/05/2019WRJ02400229. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the July 
provision scheme was reviewed last; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21371/19]

21/05/2019WRJ02500230. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
children that availed of the July provision scheme on an annual basis in the past five years in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21372/19]

21/05/2019WRJ02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 228 to 230, inclusive, together.

My Department’s July Provision Grant Scheme provides funding for an extended school 
year for students with severe or profound intellectual disabilities and students with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders (ASD). 

The scheme was developed to reduce potential regression in learning associated with these 
specific categories of special education needs over the summer holidays. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) which advises me on these matters 
published its Policy Advice on Educational Provision for Children with Autism in July 2016 
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which included a review of the July Scheme.

The review found that in general parents value July provision because it provides day-time 
respite for families and a structured day for students. The NCSE review found a number of 
problems with the scheme as currently organised. 

These include concerns that the scheme may be inequitable because it is not provided to all 
students with complex special educational needs. 

The Council recommended that the relevant Government Departments consider how an eq-
uitable national day activity scheme could be developed for all students with complex special 
educational needs. 

The proposed scheme would provide a structured, safe, social environment for all students 
with complex special educational needs.

My Department has convened an Implementation Group to ensure that the Report’s recom-
mendations are fully and appropriately considered. 

There has been consultation with a number of other Departments and State agencies regard-
ing the future direction of the July Education Programme.  

It is expected that the Group will make recommendations shortly concerning a revised 
scheme.  Before any changes are made, there will be consultations with stakeholders,

The number of children availing of July Provision for the last five years is outlined in the 
table below.

July Provision Statistics 2014 - 2018

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Number of 
children 

6731 7893 8767 9446 10150

21/05/2019WRJ02900European Court of Human Rights Judgments

21/05/2019WRJ03000231. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a report by 
a person (details supplied) to his Department will be completed; when the report will be pub-
lished; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21373/19]

21/05/2019WRJ03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In 2015, the State responded 
to the ECtHR judgment by setting up an ex-gratia scheme to specifically address the position of 
persons who had discontinued their proceedings against the State the wake of a number of High 
Court Judgments and the Supreme Court judgment in the O’Keeffe case.

In 2017, an Independent Assessor, retired High Court Judge, Mr Iarfhlaith O’Neill was ap-
pointed to assess applications declined under the scheme. To date 20 applicants have sought an 
independent assessment.

The Assessor has been in communication with the Department in the course of last week 
and has indicated that he expects to be in a position to make his determinations in respect of the 
20 cases by the end of June.

21/05/2019WRJ03200Education and Training Boards
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21/05/2019WRJ03300232. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position in 
relation to the appointment of a contractor for the construction of an education campus (details 
supplied) in County Cork; the value of the contract; the expected duration of the build period; 
when he expects the new schools to be ready for occupancy; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [21383/19]

21/05/2019WRJ03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The project to which the Dep-
uty refers has been devolved for delivery to Cork Education and Training Board (CETB). 

My Department recently gave approval to CETB to issue the Letter of Acceptance for the 
project to MMD Construction (Cork) Ltd.  It is expected that the contractor will commence 
works on site before the end of May 2019.  I am unable to release the details of the contract as 
this information is commercially sensitive at this time. The duration of the build is 21 months 
and is expected to be completed in Spring 2021.   

21/05/2019WRJ03500Home Tuition Scheme Provision

21/05/2019WRJ03600233. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will review 
the home tuition grant application process to make it less cumbersome and onerous for parents 
of children with autism; if his attention has been drawn to criticisms of the application process 
by parents which requires parents to acquire three refusal letters from schools; his views on 
whether the home tuition grant applications process could be more streamlined; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21385/19]

21/05/2019WRJ03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Departments Home Tu-
ition Grant Scheme provides funding towards a compensatory educational service for children 
where a school placement is not available as confirmed by the NCSE, through the local Special 
Education Needs Organiser (SENO).

The availability of a school placement is assessed by the NCSE local SENO having regard 
to documentary evidence provided by Parents in relation to enrolment.

The operation of the Home Tuition Grant Scheme is reviewed annually. 

Officials in my Department are currently reviewing the terms of the Scheme, in consultation 
with the NCSE, and will take into consideration the issue raised by the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRJ03800School Transport Applications Data

21/05/2019WRJ03900234. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
children that applied for a school bus from Quin to Tulla, County Clare; the number refused the 
service (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21391/19]

21/05/2019WRJ04000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
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resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school. 

Children are eligible for school transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kilometres from 
and are attending their nearest school as determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, having 
regard to ethos and language. 

Children who are eligible for school transport and who complete the application process on 
time will be accommodated on school transport services where such services are in operation 
for the 2019/20 school year.  

Bus Éireann is currently considering applications for the 2019/20 school year.  

The terms of the Post Primary School Transport Scheme are applied equitably on a national 
basis.

21/05/2019WRJ04100School Transport Administration

21/05/2019WRJ04200235. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way a conclu-
sion has been reached that Quin, County Clare is closer to Ennis than Tulla, County Clare for the 
purposes of school transport; the details of same; the route measured; the particular points from 
which the measurements were taken; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21395/19]

21/05/2019WRJ04300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

In general, children are eligible for school transport where they meet the distance criteria 
and are attending their nearest school. 

Bus Éireann determines distance eligibility by measuring the shortest traversable route, 
which may be either pedestrian or vehicular from a family’s home to their nearest school.

The terms of the scheme are applied equitably on a national basis.

21/05/2019WRJ04400Oideachas trí Ghaeilge

21/05/2019WRJ04500236. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den an Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna cén 
gníomhaíochtaí atá ar bun ag a Roinn chun buntáistí an Ghaeloideachais a chur chun cinn i 
measc an phobail agus chun tuismitheoirí a spreagadh chun an Ghaelscolaíocht a roghnú dá 
bpáistí tríd an bPróiseas um Athchumrú Scoileanna; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. 
[21407/19]

21/05/2019WRJ04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Chuir mo Roinnse go sunta-
sach leis an Straitéis 20 bliain uile-Rialtais don Ghaeilge le plean Gníomhaíochta 5 bliana don 
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Ghaeilge 2018 – 2022 a seoladh i samhradh na bliana 2018. Sa chaibidil dar teideal “Réimse 
Gnímh – Oideachas” tá 48 as 187 beart atá sa Phlean agus ainmníodh mo Roinnse mar phríom-
heagraíocht a bhfuil freagracht uirthi i leith 28 de na bearta sin.

I measc na spriocanna sa straitéis a bhfuil baint ag mo Roinnse leo, tá tacaíocht speisi-
alta don Ghaeltacht mar cheantar labhartha Gaeilge; athchóiríu a dhéanamh ar churaclam na 
Gaeilge, soláthar don oideachas lán-Ghaeilge sna luathbhlianta, ar leibhéal na bunscoile agus 
na hiar-bhunscoile a leathnú; agus soláthar feabhsaithe a dhéanamh d’fhorbairt ghairmiúil do 
mhúinteoirí. Rinneadh spriocanna atá sa Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge 2010-2030 a chorprú 
sa phlean gníomhaíochta cúig bliana.   Sna 20 bliain seo amach romhainn, is mian leis an rialtas 
go dtiocfadh méadú ó 83,000 go dtí 250,000 ar líon na gcainteoirí Gaeilge lasmuigh d’earnáil 
an oideachais. Is mian leis an rialtas freisin go dtiocfadh méadú 25% ar líon na gcainteoirí 
Gaeilge sa Ghaeltacht. Tá sé mar aidhm go mbeadh dhá mhilliún duine inniúil sa Ghaeilge faoin 
mbliain 2030.

Threoraigh an Roinn mórphróiseas taighde agus comhairliúcháin sna pobail Ghaeltachta 
chun Polasaí spriocdhírithe i dtaca le hOideachas Gaeltachta a fhorbairt, agus foilsíodh an po-
lasaí sin in 2016. Tá sé mar aidhm ag an bpolasaí seo, ar polasaí é ar fháiltigh na pobail Ghael-
tachta roimhe, tacaíocht a thabhairt d’oideachas lán-Ghaeilge ar ardchaighdeán sna scoileanna 
Gaeltachta agus cur leis d’fhonn scoláirí na Gaeltachta agus a gcuid tuismitheoirí a spreagadh 
chun an t-oideachas lán-Ghaeilge a roghnú. Tosaíodh ar réimse de ghníomhartha polasaí a 
fheidhmiú go luath in 2017, lena n-áirítear an Scéim Aitheantais Scoileanna Gaeltachta a sheo-
ladh, ar scéim í a thugann deis do bhunscoileanna agus d’iar-bhunscoileanna sa Ghaeltacht 
rochtain a fháil ar thacaíochtaí agus ar acmhainní breise.  I measc  na ngníomhartha polasaí eile, 
tá cláir nua a thabhairt isteach maidir le hoideachas múinteoirí lán-Ghaeilge.

Tá forbairtí suntasacha tagtha ar sholáthar curaclaim don Ghaeilge ar leibhéal na buns-
coile agus na hiar-bhunscoile ó foilsíodh straitéis 20 bliain an Rialtais don Ghaeilge. Cuireann 
Curaclam Teanga na Bunscoile (2015) cur chuige comhtháite chun cinn maidir le foghlaim an 
Bhéarla agus na Gaeilge.  Den chéad uair, foilsíodh sonraíochtaí faoi leith don Ghaeilge in 2016 
do Ghaeilge na Sraithe Sóisearaí in iar-bhunscoileanna lán-Ghaeilge agus in iar-bhunscoileanna 
ina ndéantar an teagasc trí mheán an Bhéarla.

Ina theannta sin, tá comhairliúchán poiblí curtha i gcrích ag mo Roinnse le déanaí maidir le 
ciorcláin leasaithe a rialóidh an polasaí agus an cleachtas i dtaca le Díolúintí ó staidéar a dhé-
anamh ar an nGaeilge  Tá scrúdú neamhspleách á dhéanamh faoi láthair ar thorthaí an chom-
hairliúcháin agus cuirfidh siad sin bun eolais faoi chríochnú na gciorclán leasaithe. 

D’fhógair mé tionscadal nua le déanaí maidir le Foghlaim Chomhtháite Ábhar agus Tean-
gacha (FCÁT)  Cur chuige oideachasúil atá dírithe ar dhá aidhm is ea FCÁT, ina n-úsáidtear 
teanga bhreise chun idir theanga agus ábhar a theagasc.  Déanann cur chuige FCÁT soláthar 
chun gnéithe den churaclam a chur ar fáil i dteanga nach í teanga theagaisc na scoile í. Cé nach 
ionann FCÁT agus tumoideachas, cuireann sé solúbthacht agus deiseanna ar fáil i gcomhair cur 
chuige níos spriocdhírithe chun díriú ar fhoghlaim agus ar theagasc teanga.  Is tionscadal trí bli-
ana a bheidh ann chun tacú le foghlaim na Gaeilge tríd an gCorpoideachas agus trí ábhair eile.  

Tugann an Próiseas Athchumraithe don Éagsúlacht do Scoileanna deis an líon scoileanna 
lán-Ghaeilge ar fud na tíre a mhéadú.  Tá an próiseas nua seo dírithe ar dhlús a chur le soláthar 
scoileanna il-sainchreidmheacha agus neamh-shainchreidmheacha i dtreo sprioc an Rialtais go 
mbeadh 400 scoil den sórt sin ann faoin mbliain 2030.  Ceapadh an próiseas, a bhaineann 
le haistriú beo a dhéanamh ar scoileanna atá ann cheana féin, chun scoileanna il-sainchreid-
mheacha /neamh-shainchreidmheacha sa bhreis a chur ar fáil i mBéarla nó i nGaeilge agus 
cuireann sé deis ar fáil do scoileanna ina ndéantar an teagasc trí mheán an Bhéarla scoileanna 
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lán-Ghaeilge a dhéanamh díobh féin sa chomhthéacs sin, ag teacht leis na mianta atá léirithe 
ag tuismitheoirí agus ag an bpobal scoile áitiúil.  Tá céim 1 den phróiseas aitheantais beagnach 
curtha i gcrích sna 16 cheantar tosaigh agus beidh na tuairiscí ar an gcéim aitheantais á bh-
foilsiú sa chéad leath de 2019. Tá an cion de thuismitheoirí na leanaí réamhscoile a ndearnadh 
suirbhéireacht orthu mar chuid den phróiseas seo agus a roghnódh scoil il-sainchreidmheach /
neamh-shainchreidmheach dá leanbh san áireamh sna tuairiscí. 

Ar leithligh ón bPríomhphróiseas Athchumraithe don Éagsúlacht do Scoileanna, féad-
faidh pobail scoileanna dul i mbun caidrimh go díreach lena bpátrún scoile maidir le haistriú 
pátrúnachta, chun a bheith ina scoil il-sainchreidmheach, lena n-áirítear a bheith ina scoil il-
sainchreidmheach lán-Ghaeilge.   Molaim d’aon phobal scoile atá ag iarraidh aistriú pátrúnach-
ta teagmháil a dhéanamh lena bpátrún scoile maidir leis sin.”

21/05/2019WRJ04700School Transport Provision

21/05/2019WRJ04800237. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a matter 
regarding a person (details supplied); when Bus Éireann will be notified of a decision relating 
to a home pick-up; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21420/19]

21/05/2019WRJ04900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of my Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

Bus Éireann is responsible for the planning and timetabling of school transport routes. Bus 
Éireann endeavours, within available resources, to ensure that each eligible child has a reason-
able level of school transport service in the context of the Scheme nationally.

Where practicable, and subject to considerations of cost and logistics, routes are planned 
to avoid an eligible child having to travel more than 2.4 kilometres to or from a pick up/set 
down point. Bus Éireann has advised that the family in question is currently being offered a 
service within the above guidelines.

It is the responsibility of parents to ensure that their children are brought safely to, and col-
lected safely from, the designated Bus Éireann pick up and set down point. 

The family should liaise with their local Bus Éireann office regarding the pick-up and set-
down point for the 2019/20 school year.

21/05/2019WRJ05000Special Educational Needs Service Provision

21/05/2019WRJ05100238. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the new ratio for 
SNAs to be allocated to schools (details supplied); the way in which it will be calculated; and 
the way in which it will work in practice. [21424/19]

21/05/2019WRJ05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): On 27th March I announced 
the trialling of the School Inclusion Model – a new model of support for students with special 
educational and additional care needs. 
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The School Inclusion Model, supported by €4.75m funding allocated in Budget 2019, aims 
to build schools’ capacity to include children with additional needs and to provide other sup-
ports for pupils.

The achievement of better education and life outcomes for all children including those with 
special needs is a key element of Government policy. In 2019, over €1.87 billion will be in-
vested in Special Education, nearly one fifth of the overall Education budget, and up 49% since 
2011.

Seventy-five schools, both primary and post-primary, in Kildare, Wicklow and South Dub-
lin have been invited to participate in this new package of education and health supports to be 
piloted and evaluated in the 2019/20 school year.

One feature of the School Inclusion Model is the development of a frontloaded allocation 
model of SNAs to be allocated in line with profiled need having regard to the approach taken by 
the allocation model for Special Education Teachers which was introduced in 2017. 

Frontloading SNA support eliminates the need for an individual assessment for each stu-
dent, ending the link with the requirement for a formal diagnosis to gain access to support, and 
will reduce the delays in making supports available to schools. 

Work on the development of the frontloading methodology for the allocation of SNAs is 
progressing in consultation with the Educational Research Centre.

21/05/2019WRK00200Special Educational Needs Staff Contracts

21/05/2019WRK00300239. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the person or 
body that will provide the training to help SNAs deliver additional services (details supplied); 
and if SNAs will be issued with new contracts to cover them to deliver these services before the 
start of the SNA pilot scheme as part of the new inclusion model. [21425/19]

21/05/2019WRK00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): On 27th March I announced 
the trialling of the School Inclusion Model – a new model of support for students with special 
educational and additional care needs. 

The School Inclusion Model, supported by €4.75m funding allocated in Budget 2019, aims 
to build schools’ capacity to include children with additional needs and to provide other sup-
ports for pupils.

The achievement of better education and life outcomes for all children including those with 
special needs is a key element of Government policy. In 2019, over €1.87 billion will be in-
vested in Special Education, nearly one fifth of the overall Education budget, and up 49% since 
2011.

Seventy-five schools, both primary and post-primary, in Kildare, Wicklow and South Dub-
lin have been invited to participate in this new package of education and health supports to be 
piloted and evaluated in the 2019/20 school year.

One feature of the School Inclusion Model is the continuation of the In-school Therapy 
Demonstration Project which provides access to therapy supports for schools and students on a 
tiered basis delivered by qualified speech and language and occupational therapists.

Another element of the pilot is an enhanced Regional Support Team for schools in the pilot, 
under the auspices of the National Council for Special Education, which will include speech 
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and language and occupational therapists.

As set out in my Department’s Circular 0030/2014, while it is appropriate for SNAs to as-
sist students to access therapy support in school, or to assist a therapist in providing support 
for a child or assist the child to perform therapy tasks directed by a therapist, SNAs are not re-
sponsible for the management or provision of therapy services in view of the particular skillset 
required to deliver therapeutic interventions.

21/05/2019WRK00500Special Educational Needs Staff

21/05/2019WRK00600240. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a circular will 
be issued to all schools with a clearly defined list of SNA duties during holiday periods in view 
of the difficulties posed to SNAs throughout the month of June and at other times throughout 
the year when a school may not be sitting and they may end up having to complete tasks not 
related to their job. [21426/19]

21/05/2019WRK00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The position on working hours 
for SNAs is that there are no nationally set working hours for full-time SNAs. In this regard, 
the contractual position in respect of the working hours of SNAs is as outlined in their contracts 
of employment which were agreed with the school management authorities and the relevant 
Trade Unions representing SNAs (FÓRSA and SIPTU) prior to their introduction in 2005. The 
working week for SNAs is defined in paragraph 2.5 of their contract as follows: “You will be 
required to work normal classroom hours including class break periods and in addition to attend 
before and after school in order to help with the preparation and tidying up of classrooms, re-
ception and dispersal of children etc. The hours of work will normally be from [xxxx] to [xxxx] 
daily during term time.”

This standard contract has been designed to be flexible to cater for the different spectrum 
of working hours across all the various schools including primary, post-primary and special 
schools. No set hours were agreed but instead, full-time SNAs are expected to work for the 
normal school hours in the school that they are working in, and in addition to be available for a 
period of time before and after school in order to help with reception and dispersal of children 
and preparation and tidying up of classrooms etc. These times are set locally by the school 
management and will vary from school to school depending on the requirements of the school. 

In addition, all SNAs were required to be available for a number of days at the start and 
finish of each school term not exceeding 12 in total. Under the Croke Park Agreement it was 
agreed to introduce greater flexibility to the use of these 12 days. These 12 days now equate to 
72 hours (pro-rata for part-time SNAs) to be used by schools as an additional bank of hours to 
be utilised and delivered outside of normal school opening hours and/or the normal school year.

The contract for Special Needs Assistants in the post primary sector (link below) specifi-
cally requires that SNAs are required to work the month of June on examinations and work ap-
propriate to the grade including training. This was agreed with the Unions representing SNAs 
(FÓRSA and SIPTU) when the contract was devised in 2005. This condition of service places a 
clear onus and obligation on the SNA to attend at their place of work and be available for work 
during the month of June.

It is a matter for school management as their employer to determine the precise work that 
is to be completed by SNAs during the month of June. The utilisation of this period is not spe-
cifically for examinations or training purposes only, although these are two of the purposes for 
which the period of work can be utilised. 
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Link to the SNA Contract of Employment for the Post Primary sector:

Department of Education and Skills Circular SNA 12/05 (Post-Primary) http://www.educa-
tion.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/sna12_05.pdf

This contract of employment is augmented by all of the relevant Departmental Circulars 
governing Special Needs Assistants which detail the standardised terms and conditions of em-
ployment for SNAs. These Circulars are amended and new Circulars are issued by the Minister 
for Education and Skills from time to time.

21/05/2019WRK00800Schools Building Projects Status

21/05/2019WRK00900241. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of applica-
tions for works submitted by a school (details supplied). [21438/19]

21/05/2019WRK01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The delivery of a replace-
ment building for the school referred to by the Deputy has been devolved for delivery to the 
National Development Finance Agency (NDFA).

I can inform the Deputy that the NDFA has started preparations for the appointment of a 
design team for the project.  This appointment will be a key first step in the design and construc-
tion stages.  While at this early stage it is not possible to provide a timeline for completion of 
the project, the NDFA will be engaging directly with the school authority to keep it informed 
of progress.

21/05/2019WRK01100School Admissions

21/05/2019WRK01200242. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the lack of plac-
es for secondary school students in Ennis for the academic year 2019/2020 will be investigated 
and addressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21452/19]

21/05/2019WRK01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department understands 
that post primary schools in Ennis have made offers of school places and some of those offers 
have yet to accepted. In addition, students may have applied to and been offered places in a 
number of schools and have yet to accept or decline these offers or have accepted a place in 
more than one school.

As the Deputy may be aware, the Education (Admission to Schools) Act was signed into 
law by the President on 18th July 2018.  The overall objective of the Act is to provide a new 
framework for school enrolment that is designed to ensure that every child is treated fairly and 
that the way in which schools decide on applications for admission is structured, fair and trans-
parent.

Section 66 of the Act, which was commenced on the 3rd October 2018 and is now opera-
tional, relates to Co-operation of Boards. It provides for schools, for the purposes of facilitat-
ing the efficient admission of students, to share information with each other in respect of ap-
plications received, offers made and offers accepted. However, it is a matter for each school 
to decide whether they wish to share these details with the other schools for the purposes of 
efficiently processing applications for admission in an area.

It is open to any of the post primary schools in Ennis to submit an application to the De-
partment for interim temporary accommodation should this be required to meet an immediate 
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enrolment need. 

An extension at Ennis Community College to cater for projected demographic growth in 
the area is due to commence on site shortly and when completed, will provide capacity for an 
additional 200 students. 

21/05/2019WRK01400School Transport Provision

21/05/2019WRK01500243. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 333 of 8 May 2019, if a transport solution will be provided for pupils 
based on the fact that there is no room in the local schools and the nearest schools are in Kilken-
ny city; if he will provide a report on the findings of his Department relative to the matter and 
the dilemma being faced by parents; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21454/19]

21/05/2019WRK01600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of my Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually. The purpose of 
the scheme is, having regard to available resources, to support the transport to and from school 
of children who reside remote from their nearest school.  

In general children are eligible for school transport if they meet the distance criteria and are 
attending their nearest school. 

In cases where the Department is satisfied that the nearest school is full, eligibility for 
school transport will be determined based on the distance that children reside from their next 
nearest school having regard to ethos and language.  Further information in this regard is avail-
able on my Department’s website www.education.ie. 

The terms of the School Transport Schemes are applied equitably on a national basis.

21/05/2019WRK01700Teacher Redeployment

21/05/2019WRK01800244. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
in relation to the inclusion of a person (details supplied) on the supplementary panel for primary 
teaching; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21473/19]

21/05/2019WRK01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The core function of the re-
deployment arrangements is to facilitate the redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers 
to other schools that have vacancies. Thereafter, schools are required under the panel arrange-
ments to fill permanent vacancies from supplementary panels comprised of eligible fixed-term 
(temporary/substitute) and part-time teachers.

 Arrangements for panel access for fixed-term (temporary), substitute and part-time teachers 
to the Supplementary Redeployment Panel for the 2019/20 school year are set out in Circular 
0078/2018 which is available on the Department website.

 Applicants must meet all of the published criteria in order to gain access to the Supplemen-
tary Redeployment Panel.
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 The teacher referred to by the Deputy failed to meet the criteria and is therefore ineligible 
to be included on the Supplementary Redeployment Panel.

 In relation to the query on the teacher’s progression on the salary scale, an increment is 
awarded on the completion of 183 days substitute work but the teacher cannot progress to the 
next point on the salary scale any earlier than the the anniversary of their previous increment 
date.

21/05/2019WRK02000School Enrolments

21/05/2019WRK02100245. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 340 of 8 May 2019, if two places will be provided at a school (details 
supplied) for two children whose parents have already received written confirmation of offers 
of places; if both offers will be honoured in view of the fact the letters were issued by the school 
following consultation with the special education section of his Department; if the consulta-
tion between the school and the special education section took place; if two of the four places 
available out of 12 will be reserved for the two children; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21474/19]

21/05/2019WRK02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): It is the responsibility of the 
managerial authorities of all schools to implement an enrolment policy in accordance with the 
Education Act, 1998. The criteria to be applied by schools in such circumstances is a matter for 
the schools themselves. This selection process and the enrolment policy on which it is based 
must be non-discriminatory and must be applied fairly in respect of all applicants. Under sec-
tion 15 (2) (d) of the Education Act 1998, each school is legally obliged to publish its enrolment 
policy.

The enrolment of a child in a school is a matter, in the first instance, for the parents of the 
child and then a matter for the school/ Board of Management having regard to their own enrol-
ment/admissions policy. 

My Department has no role in making decisions in these matters. 

However, practical help and advice is available throughout the country from the NCSE’s 
team of locally based Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) who are available to assist 
and advise parents. They also support and advise schools in this area.

The NCSE, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), 
in consultation with the relevant education partners, is responsible for identifying the need for 
and sanctioning the resourcing of special classes and special school placements in various geo-
graphical areas where there is an identified need.

The Council ensures that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who 
have been identified as needing special class placements.

As the Deputy’s question relates to the availability of placements in a particular area, it has 
been referred to the NCSE for their direct reply. 

21/05/2019WRK02300Schools Building Projects Status

21/05/2019WRK02400246. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
in relation to an education campus development (details supplied) in County Cork; the position 
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in relation to planning permission for the project; the stage of the project; the timeline for its 
overall development; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21502/19]

21/05/2019WRK02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is being delivered under the Department’s Design & 
Build programme.  

The project is currently at advanced architectural planning which includes the preparation 
of the planning application.  The Design & Build Project Management Team lodged Planning 
permission on 2nd   May 2019.

 The timeframe for delivery of the school will be dependent on the grant of planning permis-
sion. Once planning permission is secured a tender competition to appoint a building contrac-
tor will be required. The schools Boards of Management will be kept informed of progress by 
Department officials throughout.

21/05/2019WRK02600Summer Works Scheme Eligibility

21/05/2019WRK02700247. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Education and Skills if school works 
and repairs qualify for the summer works scheme; and if not, the funding options available. 
[21507/19]

21/05/2019WRK02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy that 
the Summer Works Scheme (SWS) is designed to allow School Authorities, on a devolved 
funding basis, carry out necessary improvement and refurbishment works to existing school 
facilities. 

The SWS is currently open for applications and will remain open until 30th   June 2019.  
Full details on the types of refurbishment works that shcools may apply for under SWS is avail-
able on my Department’s website www.education.ie.

21/05/2019WRK02900Special Educational Needs Service Provision

21/05/2019WRK03000248. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school 
place will be sourced for a child (details supplied). [21510/19]

21/05/2019WRK03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for Spe-
cial Education (NCSE), an independent agency of my Department, is responsible for planning, 
coordinating and advising on education provision for children with special educational needs. 

The Council ensures that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who 
have been identified as needing special class placements. 

The NCSE team of Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs), who are locally based, is 
available to assist and advise parents whose children have special needs.  

Parents/Guardians who may need advice or are experiencing difficulties in locating a school 
placement should contact their local Special Educational Needs Organiser (SENO) who can as-
sist in identifying an appropriate educational placement for their child, using the contact details 
available at http://ncse.ie/seno-contact-list. 

The NCSE works in collaboration with the Educational Welfare Services (EWS) of the 
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Child and Family Agency which is the statutory agency that can assist parents who are experi-
encing difficulty in securing a school place for their child or can offer assistance where a child 
is out of school. The local service is delivered through the national network of Educational 
Welfare Officers (EWO). Contact details are available at http://www.tusla.ie/get-in-touch/edu-
cation-and-welfare/

As the matter raised by the Deputy refers to a particular child, I have arranged for the Dep-
uty’s question to be forwarded to the National Council for Special Education for their attention 
and direct reply.

21/05/2019WRK03200Insurance Costs

21/05/2019WRK03300249. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent 
to which his attention has been drawn to dramatic increases in insurance premiums affecting 
special needs and other schools, the result of which can only be closure, in view of the extent 
of the insurance premium increase, in some cases up to 300%; the specific steps he will take to 
address the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21522/19]

21/05/2019WRK03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department is aware of 
issues relating to rising insurance costs in some special schools which have been brought to my 
Department’s attention, through correspondence received from a number of special schools, 
and through discussions with the National Association of Boards of Management in Special 
Education (NABMSE).

Officials from my Department are working as a matter of urgency with NABMSE and other 
relevant government departments, including the State Claims Agency, to seek a resolution to 
the issue of increased insurance costs in special schools. 

21/05/2019WRK03500Schools Building Projects Status

21/05/2019WRK03600250. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of a school (details supplied) in County Kildare; if the project is on course for 2021; if new or 
replacement prefab accommodation is being provided in respect of same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21535/19]

21/05/2019WRK03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The project for the school in 
County Kildare to which the Deputy refers has been devolved to Kildare and Wicklow Educa-
tion and Training Board (KWETB) for delivery.

Tenders have been invited from the shortlisted contractors and the closing date for receipt 
of tenders is 7th June 2019.  Once the tender process has been completed, construction can be 
expected to begin on site.  At this point, it is not possible to provide an exact and accurate time-
line for completion of the project.

In the interim period, my Department has approved the provision of additional temporary 
accommodation for the school for September 2019. The installation of this accommodation has 
been devolved to KWETB for delivery.

21/05/2019WRK03800Departmental Expenditure
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21/05/2019WRK03900251. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount 
spent in fees to companies (details supplied) by his Department in each of the years 2011 to 
2018. [21578/19]

21/05/2019WRK04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The table below outlines 
the details of the amount paid in fees to the four companies in each of the years 2011 to 2018, 
as indicated on my Department’s Financial Management System.

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
PwC  € 

64,704.80 
 €       -    €        -    €        -    €  

14,800.00 
 €  
11,245.19 

 €    
8,160.00 

 €         -   

ERNST & 
YOUNG

 €     -    €       -    €        -    €        -    € 
110,086.40 

 €        -    €          -    € 
413,665.65 

DE-
LOITTE

 € 
11,029.02 

 € 
13,889.26 

 € 
12,121.63 

 € 
99,317.75 

 € 
199,135.31 

 € 
134,734.89 

 € 
237,805.77 

 € 
282,663.94 

KPMG  €    -    €      -    €        -    €        -      €        -    €        -    €          -    €         -   
TOTAL  € 

75,733.82 
 € 
13,889.26 

 € 
12,121.63 

 € 
99,317.75 

 € 
324,021.71 

 € 
145,980.08 

 € 
245,965.77 

 € 
696,329.59 

21/05/2019WRK04100School Transport Availability

21/05/2019WRK04200252. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there is funding 
available to assist with the transportation of children from economically disadvantaged areas 
with low school completion levels who live just under the necessary distance for regular bus 
transportation. [21635/19]

21/05/2019WRK04300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan) 
(Deputy John Halligan): School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann 
on behalf of the Department. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Schemes is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

In general, children are eligible for school transport where they meet the distance crite-
ria and are attending their nearest school. Children who are eligible for school transport and 
who hold valid Medical Cards (GMS Scheme) are exempt from paying the annual charge.

The terms of the School Transport Schemes are applied equitably on a national basis.  

21/05/2019WRK04400Special Educational Needs Service Provision

21/05/2019WRK04500253. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of classes 
for children with special educational needs in Bray, County Wicklow; the nature of the classes; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21640/19]

21/05/2019WRK04600254. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to provide 
additional classes for children with special educational needs in Bray, County Wicklow; the 
timeline for additional classes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21641/19]
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21/05/2019WRK04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 253 and 254 together.

Individual school boards of management are responsible for the establishment of special 
classes.  It is open to any school to make application to the National Council for Special Educa-
tion (NCSE) to establish a special class. 

The NCSE, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), 
in consultation with the relevant education partners, is responsible for identifying the need for 
and sanctioning the resourcing of special classes and special school placements in various geo-
graphical areas where there is an identified need.

The Council ensures that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who 
have been identified as needing special class placements. 

Since 2011, the number of special classes in mainstream schools has increased from 548 to 
1,459 this year. Of these 1,196 special classes cater for students diagnosed with ASD. 

Provision in special schools has increased from 6,848 placements in 2011 to 7,872 this year. 

There are 3 special schools and 52 special classes attached to mainstream schools in Co. 
Wicklow.  Of these, there are 45 ASD special classes attached to schools - 5 ASD early inter-
vention classes, 30 ASD classes at primary level and 10 ASD classes at post-primary level. 

In addition there are 4 classes at primary level and 1 class at post-primary level for Mild 
General Learning Disability, 1 Specific Speech and Language class at primary level and 1 Mod-
erate General Learning Disability class at post-primary level.  Details of all special classes are 
available on the NCSE website at www.ncse.ie 

In deciding where to establish a special class in an area, the NCSE take account of the cur-
rent and projected demand and the available school accommodation both current and planned.   
In this regard, the SENO may approach individual schools to discuss the matter with a view to 
finding the optimal location in terms of convenience and sustainability. This process is ongoing 
and the NCSE are actively engaging with schools in relation to establishing special class and 
special school parliaments where there is an identified need for the 2019/2020 school year.

When the NCSE sanction a special class in a school, the school can apply to my Department 
for capital funding to re-configure existing spaces within the school building to accommodate 
the class and/or to construct additional accommodation.  

Similarly, where special schools wish to expand provision, the school can apply to my De-
partment for capital funding to accommodate additional placements. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to special class and school placements in a specific area, I 
have forwarded it to the National Council for Special Education for direct reply.

21/05/2019WRK04900School Accommodation

21/05/2019WRK05000255. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the construction of a new school (details supplied); if his attention has been drawn to 
the lack of an outdoor play area, indoor play area and toilet facilities at its premises; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21674/19]

21/05/2019WRK05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
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that Department officials are working to put a solution for the school’s permanent accommoda-
tion in place at the earliest possible date. Unfortunately it is not possible to indicate a timeline 
for the confirmation of a location for the school but I can assure the Deputy that my Department 
is anxious to provide improved accommodation for the school as soon as it is possible to do so.

My Department will keep the school authority advised of developments.

21/05/2019WRK05200Special Educational Needs Service Provision

21/05/2019WRK05300256. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the forecast 
demand process for an area (details supplied) for primary and post-primary special classes has 
noted a rise in the number of children seeking places for these classes; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21675/19]

21/05/2019WRK05400257. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the attention 
of the NCSE and his Department have been drawn, for future reference, to indications of the 
willingness of schools to establish special classes there, including a school (details supplied) in 
County Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21676/19]

21/05/2019WRK05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 256 and 257 together.

Individual school boards of management are responsible for the establishment of special 
classes.  It is open to any school to make application to the National Council for Special Educa-
tion (NCSE) to establish a special class. 

The NCSE, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), 
in consultation with the relevant education partners, is responsible for identifying the need for 
and sanctioning the resourcing of special classes and special school placements in various geo-
graphical areas where there is an identified need.

The Council ensures that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who 
have been identified as needing special class placements. 

Since 2011, the number of special classes in mainstream schools has increased from 548 to 
1,459 this year. Of these 1,196 special classes cater for students diagnosed with ASD. 

Provision in special schools has increased from 6,848 placements in 2011 to 7,872 this year. 

There are 2 special schools and 52 special classes attached to mainstream schools in Co. 
Wexford. Of these, 3 are ASD early intervention classes, 28 are primary ASD classes and 14 
are post primary ASD classes. 

In deciding where to establish a special class in an area, the NCSE take account of the cur-
rent and projected demand and the available school accommodation both current and planned.   
In this regard, the SENO may approach individual schools to discuss the matter with a view to 
finding the optimal location in terms of convenience and sustainability. This process is ongoing 
and the NCSE are actively engaging with schools in relation to establishing special class and 
special school parliaments where there is an identified need for the 2019/2020 school year.

When the NCSE sanction a special class in a school, the school can apply to my Department 
for capital funding to re-configure existing spaces within the school building to accommodate 
the class and/or to construct additional accommodation.  
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Similarly, where special schools wish to expand provision, the school can apply to my De-
partment for capital funding to accommodate additional placements. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to special class and school placements in a specific area, I 
have forwarded it to the National Council for Special Education for direct reply.

21/05/2019WRL00200Special Educational Needs Service Provision

21/05/2019WRL00300258. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the new school inclusion model; the description of behaviour practitioners that will be 
employed as part of the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21677/19]

21/05/2019WRL00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): On 27th March I announced 
the trialling of the School Inclusion Model – a new model of support for students with special 
educational and additional care needs. 

The School Inclusion Model, supported by €4.75m funding allocated in Budget 2019, aims 
to build schools’ capacity to include children with additional needs and to provide other sup-
ports for pupils.

The achievement of better education and life outcomes for all children including those with 
special needs is a key element of Government policy. In 2019, over €1.87 billion will be in-
vested in Special Education, nearly one fifth of the overall Education budget, and up 49% since 
2011.

Seventy-five schools, both primary and post-primary, in Kildare, Wicklow and South Dub-
lin have been invited to participate in this new package of education and health supports to be 
piloted and evaluated in the 2019/20 school year.

One key feature of the School Inclusion Model is the establishment of an enhanced Region-
al Support Team for schools in the pilot, under the auspices of the National Council for Special 
Education, which will include behaviour practitioners. This team will complement other ser-
vices working with schools.

Behaviour practitioners will be experts who understand the emotional and development 
needs of children and young people. They will work with schools and teachers in the pilot area 
at both whole school level through the provision of professional development, workshops and 
seminars and with individual teachers in the classroom where the focus will be on practice.

21/05/2019WRL00500School Staff

21/05/2019WRL00600259. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills if discre-
tion can be given to a national school in circumstances in which pupil numbers drop below the 
required amount for a three teacher school for a 12 month period in order to boost the numbers 
back to the required figure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21679/19]

21/05/2019WRL00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The key factor for determining 
the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the 
relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September. 

The staffing schedule operates in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types 
of schools equally irrespective of location. 
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An appeal mechanism is available to schools such as the one referred to by the Deputy under 
the Small Schools appeal criterion.

The next meeting of the Primary Staffing Appeals Board will be held in June.  Schools have 
been notified that the closing date for applications to this meeting is Friday 24th May.

The Primary Staffing Appeals Board operates independently of the Department and its deci-
sion is final.

21/05/2019WRL00800Schools Building Projects

21/05/2019WRL00900260. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
in relation to provision of an extension at a school (details supplied); when plans are likely to 
progress further; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21764/19]

21/05/2019WRL01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department approved 
funding for the provision of 2 additional classrooms at the school in question together with a 
contribution towards a multi-purpose room. 

The school authority has submitted a pre-tender report to the Department and further infor-
mation has been requested in relation to this documentation.  When the requested information 
has been reviewed, and if it is in order, the project will then be approved to proceed to tender 
stage.

21/05/2019WRL01100Special Educational Needs Service Provision

21/05/2019WRL01200261. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that a child (details supplied) with Down syndrome and a mild learning 
disability has been excluded from availing of the July provision; if this is standard practice; 
the eligibility criteria for the July provision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21801/19]

21/05/2019WRL01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department’s July Provi-
sion Grant Scheme provides funding for an extended school year for students with severe or 
profound intellectual disabilities and students with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD). 

The scheme was developed to reduce potential regression in learning associated with these 
specific categories of special education needs over the summer holidays. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) which advises me on these matters 
published its Policy Advice on Educational Provision for Children with Autism in July 2016 
which included a review of the July Scheme.

The review found that in general parents value July provision because it provides day-time 
respite for families and a structured day for students. The NCSE review found a number of 
problems with the scheme as currently organised. 

These include concerns that the scheme may be inequitable because it is not provided to all 
students with complex special educational needs. 

The Council recommended that the relevant Government Departments consider how an eq-
uitable national day activity scheme could be developed for all students with complex special 
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educational needs. 

The proposed scheme would provide a structured, safe, social environment for all students 
with complex special educational needs.

My Department has convened an Implementation Group to ensure that the Report’s recom-
mendations are fully and appropriately considered. 

There has been consultation with a number of other Departments and State agencies regard-
ing the future direction of the July Education Programme.  

It is expected that the Group will make recommendations shortly concerning a revised 
scheme which would be implemented next year at the earliest.  Before any changes are made, 
there will be consultations with stakeholders,

21/05/2019WRL01400School Curriculum

21/05/2019WRL01500262. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
introduce art therapy (details supplied) as part of the wider primary school curriculum; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [21812/19]

21/05/2019WRL01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): While art therapy is not in-
cluded in the Primary Curriculum and primary teachers are not trained as art therapists, at a lo-
cal level some Boards of Management have responded to the needs of individual pupils with ad-
ditional or special needs by inviting art or music therapists to work with the children under the 
supervision of class teachers. Such interventions are useful, child-friendly ways of providing 
support for pupils’ wellbeing. There exists the autonomy in the system for local arrangements 
such as this to meet the needs of pupils, if it is deemed appropriate by the Board of Management 
in consultation with parents.

The NCCA is currently reviewing the 1999 Primary Curriculum. Following the publication 
of a report on the consultation on the structure of the primary curriculum and how time is allo-
cated within it in January 2018, work is now focused on the overview of a redeveloped curricu-
lum. This draft overview will be the focus of further public consultation in Autumn 2019. The 
development of the overview involves exploring key aspects of a primary curriculum through:

- Working with schools and settings

-  Learning from research

- A series of invitational seminars

Members of the public will be invited to contribute to the consultation process and provide 
their views as to what areas of learning should be included in a future primary curriculum to 
meet the needs of Irish pupils.

21/05/2019WRL01700Public Sector Staff Retirements

21/05/2019WRL01800263. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
€153 per fortnight is being withheld from a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21823/19]

21/05/2019WRL01900264. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a deci-
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sion will issue to a person (details supplied) who has applied for retirement due to ill health; the 
reason this decision is been delayed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21824/19]

21/05/2019WRL02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 263 and 264 together.

A second application for Ill Health Retirement from the staff member in question was for-
warded to the Civil Service Occupational Health Department (CSOHD) earlier this month. All 
applicants for Ill-Health retirement are assessed by an occupational health physician and my 
Department is awaiting a decision from the CSOHD on this latest application. I would like to 
assure the Deputy that my officials will be in touch with the staff member as soon as this deci-
sion is received.  

Furthermore, officials in my Department are liaising with the National Shared Services Of-
fices (NSSO), who have responsibility for pay matters generally, in relation to why pay is being 
withheld from the person in question. On receipt of the explanation from the NSSO in relation 
to this matter my officials will also be in contact with the staff member directly on the matter.

21/05/2019WRL02200Schools Building Projects

21/05/2019WRL02300265. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to ap-
point a clerk of works to all future major school building projects to enhance the oversight and 
inspection of works when they are being carried out. [21843/19]

21/05/2019WRL02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that it is standard practice that a Clerk of Works is appointed on all major school building proj-
ects when the project is progressing to site. 

21/05/2019WRL02500Cruinnithe an Aire

21/05/2019WRL02600266. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education and Skills má eagróidh 
sé cruinniú práinneach a eagrú le Teachtaí Dála Gaillimh Thiar maidir le scoil (sonraí tughta); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21854/19]

21/05/2019WRL02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Toisc líon mór iarratas ar 
chruinnithe ó scoileanna atá ar láimh ag m’oifig faoi láthair ní féidir cruinniú a eagrú ag an am 
seo.

Coinnítear gach iarratas cruinnithe ó scoileanna ar chomhad i m’oifig agus déantar iad a 
bhreithniú agus cuairteanna á phleanáil ar an gceantar cuí.

21/05/2019WRL02800Special Educational Needs Service Provision

21/05/2019WRL02900267. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills the options 
open to a person (details supplied) in order to undertake third-level studies; if DARE and CAO 
approval can be restored; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21877/19]

21/05/2019WRL03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Disability Access Route 
to Education (DARE) offers places at reduced points to school leavers with disabilities. Ad-
missions under the DARE scheme is regulated by the institutions themselves and not by my 
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Department. Each higher institution determines its own admission policy in relation to DARE, 
the number of places they reserve for DARE and the allocation of those places. 

Any requests for more detailed information about DARE and should be directed to the Cen-
tral Applications Office (CAO) (www.cao.ie) who coordinate the DARE scheme for participat-
ing institutions. 

21/05/2019WRL03100School Accommodation Provision

21/05/2019WRL03200268. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress on 
a permanent school building for a school (details supplied); the timeline for the delivery of 
a permanent school building; his plans to ensure pupils will not have to move to alternative 
temporary accommodation in February 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21958/19]

21/05/2019WRL03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Despite requests from my 
Department, the Landlord involved did not want to extend the lease so that the school to which 
the Deputy refers could remain on their land past the current academic year 2018/2019.  They 
had required my Department to confirm that the school would vacate the property at end June 
2019.  Clearly, my Department could not give such confirmation as alternative interim accom-
modation for the school was not available in the current area.  My Department had much en-
gagement with the Landlord in relation to extending the leasing arrangement at this property.  
In this regard my Department had requested the Landlord’s consent to extending the lease to 
31st August, 2020 to facilitate the school remaining in interim accommodation at this location 
until the end of the 2019/2020 school year by which time the permanent accommodation for 
the school would be ready.  Unfortunately it was not possible to get the Landlord’s agreement 
to this lease extension.  Following protracted negotiations with the Landlord, agreement was 
reached for the school to remain in interim accommodation at its current location until the end 
of January 2020.  The Landlord has indicated that it is not possible to extend the lease beyond 
this date.  

My Department is examining alternative interim accommodation options for re-locating the 
school pending delivery of its permanent school building.

The site acquisition process for the school is now complete.   A planning application for the 
permanent accommodation for the school was lodged in January 2019.  A request for additional 
information received from the local authority was responded to on 26 April 2019 and a decision 
is awaited.  The timeframe for delivery of the school will be dependent on the grant of planning 
permission.

Officials in my Department will continue to keep the school authority updated on progress.

21/05/2019WRL03400School Accommodation Provision

21/05/2019WRL03500269. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress on the 
planning application with Dublin City Council for the temporary accommodation required by a 
school (details supplied) for September 2019 on the current temporary site of the school; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [21959/19]

21/05/2019WRL03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The planning application for 
the additional interim accommodation required for September 2019 for the school to which the 



Questions - Written Answers

112

Deputy refers was lodged with Dublin City Council on 25 February 2019.  Notification of Deci-
sion to Grant was received from the local authority on 18 April 2019.  Final Grant is awaited. 

The tender process for the required temporary accommodation commenced in parallel with 
the planning application. 

Officials in my Department will continue to keep the school authority updated on progress 
on the temporary accommodation for September 2019.

21/05/2019WRL03700National Council for Special Education

21/05/2019WRL03800270. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the case of a person 
(details supplied) whose parents have applied to 42 schools and still cannot secure a placement 
for their child will be addressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21962/19]

21/05/2019WRL03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for Spe-
cial Education (NCSE), an independent agency of my Department, is responsible for planning, 
coordinating and advising on education provision for children with special educational needs. 

The Council ensures that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who 
have been identified as needing special class placements. 

The NCSE team of Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs), who are locally based, is 
available to assist and advise parents whose children have special needs.  

Parents/Guardians who may need advice or are experiencing difficulties in locating a school 
placement should contact their local Special Educational Needs Organiser (SENO) who can as-
sist in identifying an appropriate educational placement for their child, using the contact details 
available at http://ncse.ie/seno-contact-list. 

The NCSE works in collaboration with the Educational Welfare Services (EWS) of the 
Child and Family Agency which is the statutory agency that can assist parents who are experi-
encing difficulty in securing a school place for their child or can offer assistance where a child 
is out of school. The local service is delivered through the national network of Educational 
Welfare Officers (EWO). Contact details are available at http://www.tusla.ie/get-in-touch/edu-
cation-and-welfare/

As the matter raised by the Deputy refers to a particular child, I have arranged for the Dep-
uty’s question to be forwarded to the National Council for Special Education for their attention 
and direct reply.

21/05/2019WRL04000School Accommodation Provision

21/05/2019WRL04100271. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the provision of a permanent location for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [21968/19]

21/05/2019WRL04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm that Department 
officials are working to put a solution for the permanent accommodation for the school in ques-
tion in place at the earliest possible date.  Engagement with relevant stakeholders is ongoing in 
that regard.
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Unfortunately it is not possible to indicate a timeline for the confirmation of a location for 
the school at this point but I can assure the Deputy that the patron will be informed as soon as 
it is possible to do so. 

21/05/2019WRL04300Schools Establishment

21/05/2019WRL04400272. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the policy on 
opening new schools without first identifying permanent locations for them; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [21969/19]

21/05/2019WRL04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 
school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of 
sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level. 

Where the provision of a new school or schools requires the acquisition of a site, secur-
ing school sites in highly developed urban areas, can present particular challenges for my De-
partment.  To ensure that school accommodation is in place when required, the need for tempo-
rary accommodation may therefore be necessary.

In April 2018, the Government announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools 
over the next four years (2019 to 2022). This announcement follows nationwide demographic 
exercises carried out by my Department into the future need for primary and post-primary 
schools across the country and the 4-year horizon will enable increased lead-in times for plan-
ning and delivery of the necessary infrastructure.

21/05/2019WRL04600School Accommodation

21/05/2019WRL04700273. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that the lease on the site of the temporary accommodation for 
a school (details supplied) ends in January 2020; if the progression of the permanent building 
for the school will be expedited in order that pupils will not have to move again to alternative 
temporary accommodation in February 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21976/19]

21/05/2019WRL04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Despite requests from my 
Department, the Landlord involved did not want to extend the lease so that the school to which 
the Deputy refers could remain on their land past the current academic year 2018/2019.  They 
had required my Department to confirm that the school would vacate the property at end June 
2019.   Clearly, my Department could not give such confirmation as alternative interim ac-
commodation for the school was not available in the current area.  My Department had much 
engagement with the Landlord in relation to extending the leasing arrangement at this property.  
In this regard my Department had requested the Landlord’s consent to extending the lease to 
31st August, 2020 to facilitate the school remaining in interim accommodation at this location 
until the end of the 2019/2020 school year by which time the permanent accommodation for 
the school would be ready.  Unfortunately it was not possible to get the Landlord’s agreement 
to this lease extension.  Following protracted negotiations with the Landlord, agreement was 
reached for the school to remain in interim accommodation at its current location until the end 
of January 2020.  The Landlord has indicated that it is not possible to extend the lease beyond 
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this date.  

My Department is examining alternative interim accommodation options for re-locating the 
school pending delivery of its permanent school building.

The site acquisition process for the school is now complete.   A planning application for the 
permanent accommodation for the school was lodged in January 2019.  A request for additional 
information received from the local authority was responded to on 26 April 2019 and a decision 
is awaited.  The timeframe for delivery of the school will be dependent on the grant of planning 
permission.

Officials in my Department will continue to keep the school authority updated on progress.

21/05/2019WRL04900Special Educational Needs Service Provision

21/05/2019WRL05000274. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to ensure 
that children with autism in areas of Dublin city (details supplied) receive an appropriate edu-
cation; if the necessary special classes and special schools will be provided for these children; 
if the National Council for Special Education wrote to him in April 2019 to advise him that 
sufficient schools will not respond voluntarily to meet the demand; if he will invoke the provi-
sions of the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 to ensure that the necessary places 
are provided; his further plans to ensure that all new schools to be built will have designated 
classrooms for special needs children; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21981/19]

21/05/2019WRL05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Government is spending 
nearly one euro in every five of the education budget on special education – about €1.9 billion 
in 2019.  We have significantly increased the availability of special placements for children with 
special educational needs as well as bringing more and more children into mainstream educa-
tion.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a statutory function to plan and 
co-ordinate the provision of education and support services to children with special educational 
needs, in consultation with the relevant education partners and the Health Service Executive 
(HSE). 

This includes the establishment of special class and special school placements in various 
geographical areas where there is an identified need. 

In deciding where to establish a special class in an area, the NCSE take account of the cur-
rent and projected demand and the available school accommodation both current and planned.  

The Council ensures that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who 
have been identified as needing special class placements.

Since 2011, the number of special classes in mainstream schools has increased from 548 to 
1,459 this year. 

Provision in special schools has increased from 6,848 placements in 2011 to 7,872 this year.

There are 37 special schools and 237 special classes attached to mainstream schools in 
Co. Dublin. Of these, there are 3 ASD early intervention classes, 26 primary ASD classes and 9 
post primary ASD classes in the areas referred to by the Deputy.  

The number of ASD special classes in Co. Dublin have increased from 66 in 2011/2012 to 
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197 in 2018/2019. Details of all special classes for children with special educational needs are 
available on www.ncse.ie. 

When the NCSE sanction a special class in a school, the school can apply to my Department 
for capital funding to re-configure existing spaces within the school building to accommodate 
the class and/or to construct additional accommodation.  

Similarly, where special schools wish to expand provision, the school can apply to my De-
partment for capital funding to accommodate additional placements.

In the case of all new schools, it is general practice to include a Special Education Needs 
Base (SEN Base) in the accommodation brief for new school buildings, unless local circum-
stances indicate that it will not be required. Typically, a two classroom SEN Base is provided 
in new primary schools and a two or four classroom SEN Base is provided in new post primary 
schools.

Notwithstanding the extent of this investment issues remain.  There are some parts of the 
country where increases in population and other issues have led to shortages in capacity in the 
school system.  

The NCSE formally advised me that there is insufficient special school and special class 
capacity in Dublin 15 and in Kildare. 

This letter is the formal activation of section 37A of the Education Act 1998 (as inserted 
by section 8 of the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018).  This contains a procedure 
through which the capacity of schools in an area can be tested and through which ultimately a 
Ministerial direction can be made requiring a school to make additional special education pro-
vision available.

The NCSE and my Department are actively engaging with education service providers in 
order to encourage them to address the shortage of places.  

I am encouraged that to date these efforts have resolved the issue in Kildare and resulted in 
progress in Dublin 15.

Engagement with schools, patrons bodies, parents and others is continuing in Dublin 15 to 
bring the required additional special class and special school placements on stream.

The NCSE will keep in regular contact with the Parents of the children concerned to advise 
them of progress and identify placements as they become available.

The NCSE and my Department officials hosted a briefing session for Oireachtas members in 
Leinster House on Tuesday last to advise members on the approach being taken.

The new power to compel schools to make additional special education provision available 
has yet to be invoked.  

While the NCSE and the Department continue to encourage stakeholders to open special 
classes, the process under the admissions legislation will continue and may lead to interaction 
with education providers entering a more formal process. 

In short, ensuring that every child has a suitable placement available to them from Septem-
ber is a key priority for this Government.  

21/05/2019WRL05200Special Educational Needs Service Provision
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21/05/2019WRL05300275. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a deci-
sion will be made on the application for an ASD unit for a school (details supplied) in County 
Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22004/19]

21/05/2019WRL05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the school, in question, has recently submitted an application to my Department for capital 
funding, for a Special Educational Needs Base.  This application is currently under assessment.  
As soon as the assessment process has been completed a decision will be relayed to the school 
authority directly 

21/05/2019WRL05500School Accommodation Provision

21/05/2019WRL05600276. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a deci-
sion will be made on an application for additional accommodation for a school (details sup-
plied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22005/19]

21/05/2019WRL05700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department is in receipt 
of an application for capital funding, for additional accommodation, at the school referred to by 
the Deputy. Officials from my Department have been liaising with the school authority in this 
regard and additional information has been received.  

The application is being processed and as soon as the assessment process has been com-
pleted the decision will be relayed to the school authority directly.

21/05/2019WRM00200Special Educational Needs Service Provision

21/05/2019WRM00300277. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if full-time special 
needs assistant hours will be put in place for a person (details supplied). [22019/19]

21/05/2019WRM00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources.

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

As this question relates to a particular child, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply.  I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.

21/05/2019WRM00500Apprenticeship Programmes
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21/05/2019WRM00600278. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the total fee 
contributions, that is, annual student contribution, of apprentices in both higher education and 
consortia-led contexts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22032/19]

21/05/2019WRM00700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
An Annual Student Contribution (ASC) is levied on all students attending Institutes of Tech-
nology (IoTs).  Previously this ASC was paid by FÁS/SOLAS with apprentices themselves 
paying the part of the contribution relating to examination fees.  As part of Budget 2014, SO-
LAS ceased making payments to IoTs and apprentices pay the full pro rata ASC.

The amount charged to apprentices undertaking both craft and new consortia led apprentice-
ships is calculated on a pro rata basis of the time which they spend in Institutes of Technology 
(IoTs) during the academic year.  These arrangements mean that apprentices are treated the 
same, on a pro rata basis for the proportion of a full academic year they spend in IoTs, as full 
time students in terms of the ASC.  For craft apprenticeships, the cost would typically be one 
third of the €3,000 ASC paid by students attending for the full academic year and so amounts to 
approximately €1,000 per apprentice per period spent in the IoT.  In the case of the new consor-
tia led apprenticeships the contribution varies for each programme as their off-the-job training 
has a more flexible structure.  In cases where training is delivered in an Education and Training 
Board there is no contribution made by the apprentice.  Further detail on these charges is avail-
able on the website apprenticeship.ie.

It should be noted that, unlike full time students, apprentices in the craft trades are paid a 
training allowance by SOLAS for phases of their training spent in IoTs.  Apprentices in the new 
consortia led apprenticeships are paid by their employer for phases of their training spent in 
IoTs.

21/05/2019WRM00800Schools Building Projects Status

21/05/2019WRM00900279. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 94 of 10 April 2019, if the project brief has been finalised; if so, the 
details of same; when a design team will be appointed for the project; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22048/19]

21/05/2019WRM01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, a 
building project for the school to which he refers is included in my Department’s school build-
ing programme to be delivered as part of the National Development Plan.  In the context of 
progressing the building project, my Department undertook a technical site visit to the school.

My Department has advised the school authority that it is currently working on the accom-
modation brief.  My Department will be in further contact with the school authority when this 
has been finalised.  

21/05/2019WRM01100School Accommodation

21/05/2019WRM01200280. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
remedial works and the completion of external precautionary measures identified as required 
for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22072/19]

21/05/2019WRM01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Deputy will be aware that 
last October and November my Department carried out initial structural assessments into 42 
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schools constructed by a particular contractor.  In 22 of these schools precautionary measures 
were implemented to enable continued safe occupation and part of the school to which the 
Deputy refers was closed following the identification of significant structural issues.  

Following on from the initial assessments, which were based on sample opening up works, 
my Department initiated a second phase of detailed investigations for the schools on the 18th 
of January last.  This next phase of the programme is focusing initially on the 22 schools that 
have precautionary measures in place and also at the school to which the Deputy refers, which 
remains partly closed.

The purpose of these investigations is to determine the type and extent of structural issues in 
each individual school and, from the technical information gathered by the appointed structural 
engineers, to design permanent remediation solutions for delivery where these are needed.  

In line with the update published by my Department in January, detailed structural investi-
gations have now been completed in all of the 22 schools with precautionary measures in place 
and at the school in question.  

The school referred to is different from the schools with precautionary measures in place in 
that the nature and extent of the issues there are such that the building under investigation was 
required to close.  The school remains operational in another building on site.    

Detailed investigations have concluded in the closed building and engineers are working to 
design solutions.  When these are known, a programme of works to remediate the building will 
be put in place for implementation.  This is an Education and Training Board school.  Pending 
the delivery of the remediation work, my Department will ensure, in continued consultation 
with the ETB, that any interim accommodations needs at the school are met.  In this regard, 2 
additional temporary classrooms, a woodwork room and prep area together with a disabled ac-
cess toilet have been approved for September 2019.

21/05/2019WRM01400Protected Disclosures

21/05/2019WRM01500281. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
made to date in considering a protected disclosure (details supplied); when it is likely that the 
consideration of this matter will be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22080/19]

21/05/2019WRM01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The matters raised by the pro-
tected disclosure are still under consideration by my Department. 

This process has not yet fully concluded.  

My Department will write to the Discloser when its consideration of the protected disclo-
sure has been completed.

21/05/2019WRM01700Probate Applications

21/05/2019WRM01800282. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has been 
drawn to the long delays within the Probate Office; if assistance can be provided to speed up the 
process of probate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21879/19]

21/05/2019WRM01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Probate Office is an 
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office of the High Court.  As the Deputy will be aware, management of the courts is the respon-
sibility of the Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions under the Courts 
Service Act 1998. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made with the 
Courts Service.  I have been advised that current waiting times for grants of probate from the 
Dublin Probate Office are as follows:

- Applications by solicitors - 4 weeks (representing 90% of applications)

- Applications by personal applicants - 12 to 14 weeks.

The Courts Service further advise that these times represent an improvement in waiting 
times since 2017 as a result of measures taken with the provision of additional resources and 
streamlining work processes. 

I have also been informed that applications for probate are assessed on the basis of the date 
on when they are lodged, an approach which provides fairness and equity to all applicants.  
However, priority can be given to applications where there is a particular urgency or extenuat-
ing circumstances.  In such cases, it is open to the applicant to bring the matter to the attention 
of the Probate Office. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, all applications for Grants in deceased persons’ estates are 
made on foot of a number of mandatory legal documents which must be furnished by appli-
cants.  These require detailed checking by the Probate Office to ensure the estate of the de-
ceased person is administered correctly and in accordance with the law.  Where a person opts to 
apply for a Grant personally without the assistance of a solicitor, the process requires significant 
extra support from the Probate Office. 

The Courts Service has informed me that a review of Probate Services was carried out in 
2018 and implementation of its recommendations is now under way.  One such recommenda-
tion is a proposal to introduce on-line services within the Dublin Probate Office.  Work on the 
e-Probate project has commenced and initial discussions have taken place with the Office of 
the Revenue Commissioners on how the Revenue Commissioners aspect (linked to the col-
lection of Capital Acquisitions Tax) of the probate process can be incorporated into this wider 
e-Probate project.

21/05/2019WRM02000Online Safety

21/05/2019WRM02100283. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the actions he 
will take following Ireland’s endorsement of the Christchurch call to action; and his plans to 
meet companies to discuss same. [21774/19]

21/05/2019WRM02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The issue of terrorist con-
tent online was highlighted by the organised dissemination of live footage of the horrific attacks 
carried out on the Muslim community in Christchurch, New Zealand, on 15 March this year 
and I very much welcome last week’s Christchurch Call, in which the Taoiseach participated on 
behalf of Ireland and which has given new momentum to the efforts of Governments and online 
service providers to tackle this very serious issue.  

There have been a number of welcome voluntary commitments, including transparent, spe-
cific measures by online service providers to prevent the upload of terrorist and violent extrem-
ist content, preventing its dissemination on social media and similar content-sharing services; 
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and working together with civil society to promote community-led efforts to counter violent 
extremism in all its forms. 

My own Department is preparing for the implementation of the proposed EU Regulation on 
preventing the dissemination of terrorist content. The main provisions of the Regulation include 
the establishment of a Competent Authority to issue removal and referral orders and oversee 
compliance with these orders, to monitor proactive measures which are being undertaken by 
industry and to search for and identify terrorist content online. Clearly, this important proposal 
will create significant obligations for both Member States and service providers. 

Following on from the Government’s strong support for the Christchurch Call, last week I 
hosted a meeting with representatives of the technology industry in Ireland to discuss tackling 
illegal content online and how the commitments contained in the Christchurch Call might be 
put into practical action.  This discussion also focused on the implementation of the proposed 
EU Regulation, as well as on the existing structures and processes to report and remove illegal 
content, how they can be improved, how Government and industry can work closer together to 
address illegal content and a future framework for tackling this type of material.  

As the Deputy will be aware, action is also taking place on a national level to tackle illegal 
content online through the Action Plan for Online Safety 2018-2019 which contains twenty-five 
actions under five main goals.  This is very much a whole of Government approach and actions 
are assigned to six Government Departments for implementation, including my own.

21/05/2019WRM02300International Protection

21/05/2019WRM02400284. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if accommodation at 
a centre (details supplied) includes three bunk beds in one room for six applicants; the amount 
paid for this accommodation; and his views on whether this is humane and adequate accom-
modation for the persons there. [21352/19]

21/05/2019WRM02500Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
Currently, all accommodation sourced by my Department for persons seeking international 
protection must meet the requirements of Section 63 of the 1966 Housing Act, which sets out 
the minimum space requirements per person in bedrooms.  New National Standards for accom-
modation provided to persons in the protection process will further improve the quality of life 
for applicants by providing a framework for the development of person-centred, high quality, 
safe and effective services and supports for residents of accommodation centres.  The National 
Standards will require that all accommodation provided to persons seeking international pro-
tection is clean, safe, properly furnished and complies with all statutory requirements.  These 
standards, which will be adopted shortly, have been prepared by officials from my Department, 
in conjunction with officials from the Department of Children and Youth Affairs, representa-
tives of NGOs and current residents.  

The development of National Standards was one of the main recommendations of the Re-
port of the Working Group into Improvements in the Protection Process, which was chaired by 
Judge Bryan McMahon.    

The implementation of the National Standards in the future, combined with ongoing im-
provements such as the roll-out of cooking facilities and independent living through the current 
procurement process, demonstrate the continual improvements being made to the accommoda-
tion provided to persons seeking international protection in Ireland.

Having regard to the information supplied by the Deputy, I have asked officials from my 
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Department to visit the centre within the next ten working days and carry out an examination 
of the premises to ensure that accommodation is in compliance with the requirements of the 
Housing Act.

21/05/2019WRM02600Immigrant Investor Programme Applications

21/05/2019WRM02700285. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the remaining 
formal decision letters regarding applications to the immigrant investment programme will is-
sue to applicants who applied in 2018; and if all outstanding investor applications from 2018 
have been reviewed by the INIS evaluation team. [21360/19]

21/05/2019WRM02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Immigrant Investor 
Programme (IIP) was introduced in April 2012 to encourage inward investment and create busi-
ness and employment opportunities in the State.  The programme provides investors with the 
opportunity to invest in Ireland. Key to the programme is that the investments are beneficial for 
Ireland, generate or sustain employment and are generally in the public interest. 

Successful applicants under the Immigrant Investment Programme and their nominated 
family members may be granted a residence permission in Ireland under Stamp 4 conditions.  
Stamp 4 conditions permit non-EEA nationals to work, study or start their own businesses in 
Ireland.  Therefore, given the significant immigration benefits accruing and to ensure the high-
est degree of transparency and accountability for the programme, it is essential that all applica-
tions are subject to enhanced levels of due diligence processes in respect of both personal and 
financial checks to protect the State’s interests.

The Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS)  of my Department has introduced 
a number of enhanced control mechanisms which has led to temporary increase in processing 
times, as the new processes are bedded in.  All applications from 2018 have been subject to de-
tailed examination and final decisions on a significant number of those applications have been 
made with decision letters issued or about to issued on these applications.  The remainder of 
2018 applications are scheduled to be processed in the coming period.

21/05/2019WRM02900Citizenship Applications

21/05/2019WRM03000286. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention 
has been drawn to the delays in processing citizenship applications, which are taking in some 
instances in which all paper work is submitted and in order, longer than the three years which is 
allowed for processing; his plans to take action to reduce the waiting times; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [21463/19]

21/05/2019WRM03100298. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the long 
delays with regard to citizenship applications; if there is a lack of staff to deal with the number 
of applications; the action he will take to reduce the waiting times on applications; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21881/19]

21/05/2019WRM03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 286 and 298 together.

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is governed by the provisions of 
the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended.  All applications for a certificate 
of naturalisation are processed and assessed individually in accordance with the provisions of 
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the Act.  A determination on whether an applicant satisfies the statutory criteria attendant to 
naturalisation can only be made after an application is received.  The nature of the naturalisa-
tion process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, some cases can take longer than others to 
process.  In some instances, completing the necessary checks may take a considerable period of 
time.  Where a decision is made, the certificate cannot be issued until the applicant attends a cit-
izenship ceremony arranged for the purpose of swearing the oath of allegiance before a judge.  

Processing timescales can often be impacted due to further documentation being required 
from the applicant, or payment of the required certificate fee being awaited, or the applicant 
not engaging with the office.  In some instances, the applicant themselves may request that a 
hold be put on their application, for example, where they may have returned to their country 
of origin for a prolonged period, to facilitate them in making arrangements to return to reside 
in the State, or where they have difficulty in obtaining satisfactory evidence of their identity or 
nationality.  In other instances issues can arise at the final stage of the naturalisation process, for 
example, where additional information comes to light which requires to be considered before a 
final decision is taken. 

Accordingly, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of rea-
sons, some cases can take longer than others to process and thus an average wait time for ap-
plications is not a meaningful measure.  However, I can say that in general, it takes around 6 
months for a standard application to be processed from the date it is received to the date a deci-
sion is made.  These processing timescales are being maintained notwithstanding an increase in 
application numbers over the past year.  

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State but also at European Union as 
well as international level.  It is therefore important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
ensure that the integrity of the regime for granting Irish citizenship through the naturalisation 
process is held in high regard both at home and internationally.

It is recognised that the naturalisation application process is a complex one which requires 
a considerable amount of supporting documentation but this is necessarily the case given the 
honour of being granted Irish citizenship and the significant benefits attendant to securing an 
Irish passport, particularly in the context of visa free travel to other jurisdictions.

The Deputy will be aware of the wide ranging Transformation Programme currently un-
der way in my Department. The INIS Service Improvement Plan 2018-2020 dovetails with 
this programme and commits the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my 
Department to significant investment in technological developments including the roll-out of 
online forms and payments for citizenship applications as well as streamlining of processes and 
procedures.  Such developments are expected to deliver significant improvements to customer 
experiences.  

INIS devotes a considerable amount of its overall resources to the processing of these cases.  
It also operates a dedicated phone helpline and email helpdesk available for all applicants to 
enable queries to be dealt with, including the progress of their application.  Details are available 
on the INIS website at www.inis.gov.ie

21/05/2019WRM03300Asylum Applications Data

21/05/2019WRM03400287. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the details of 
the backlog of cases on the courts asylum list; the number of such cases; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [21501/19]

21/05/2019WRM03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsi-
bility of the Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions.  Furthermore, the 
scheduling of court cases and the allocation of court business are matters for the Presidents of 
the Courts and the presiding judges who are, under the Constitution, independent in the exercise 
of their judicial functions. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has advised that the President of the High Court keeps waiting times under 
ongoing review.  The Courts Service works with the President and the judiciary to improve 
waiting times and where specific issues are identified, resources are targeted at areas of greatest 
need. 

The Courts Service has further advised that asylum cases require a two stage process which 
include applications for leave to take a judicial review, and then the hearing of the substantive 
Judicial Review.  

I understand there are no waiting times for applications for leave to take a judicial review 
as the Asylum Judicial Review List saw a number of initiatives implemented in 2018 which led 
to the elimination of waiting times for those applications.  Moreover, the number of active cases 
in the substantive Asylum List reduced from 772 to 122 through case management and other 
measures.  Waiting times for judicial review hearings are currently one Legal Term, indicating 
a case ready for hearing will be heard in the next legal term. 

It should be noted however that there are over 400 other cases awaiting decisions of the 
appellate courts or, in respect of the largest portion of that number, the Court of Justice of the 
European Union, before they can be progressed through the High Court.

21/05/2019WRM03600Garda Recruitment

21/05/2019WRM03700288. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason the Pub-
lic Appointments Service process for Garda recruitment does not accept a dyslexic exemption 
for languages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21509/19]

21/05/2019WRM03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware competitions for recruitment to An Garda Síochána are governed by An Garda Síochána 
(Admissions and Appointments) Regulations 2013.  

Under the 2013 Regulations, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for recruit-
ment to An Garda Síochána, and I, as Minister have no direct role in the matter.  These Regula-
tions provide that all applicants must have a proven proficiency in two languages; one of which 
must be Irish or English. This requirement applies without discrimination to all candidates.  
Such competency may be proven by achieving the relevant grades in an Irish Leaving Certifi-
cate or for English or Irish through such assessments as set out by the Public Appointments 
Service.  While two languages are required, applicants who do not possess proficiency in Irish 
but have a second language will be deemed eligible under the Regulations. 

The Public Appointments Service (PAS), on behalf of the Garda Commissioner, manages 
the initial recruitment stages for selection of Garda Trainees and I, as Minister, have no direct 
involvement in the matter.  I have, however, been informed that PAS, which conducts tests as 
part of the competitive selection process, carefully considers all requests for reasonable ac-
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commodations.  In considering such requests, PAS is conscious of the rights of people with 
disabilities and of the obligations on it to observe those rights and to act in accordance with the 
provisions of the relevant equality legislation. 

As a public body established under the Public Service Management (Recruitment and Ap-
pointments) Act, 2004, PAS is also obliged under section 34(1)(b) of that Act to ensure that 
“standards of probity, merit, equity and fairness” apply to all of its recruitment and selection 
work.  These binding standards are set out in the Code of Practice for Appointment to Positions 
where the Garda Commissioner has Statutory Responsibility, as published by the Commission 
for Public Service Appointments.

I am further advised that in considering requests for reasonable accommodations, PAS has 
a fundamental duty to ensure it is being fair to all candidates who have entered a particular 
competition and that the key principle of appointment on merit is being observed.  To assist 
PAS in considering a request for accommodations in a fair and balanced way, its policy is to ask 
candidates to indicate on their application if they require special accommodations and to submit 
evidence in support of their request.  PAS will consider letters or reports from relevant profes-
sionals which clearly indicate the nature of the disability and the type of accommodation(s) that 
may be relevant to the person.  PAS has given additional time to people with dyslexia where 
they have supporting evidence.  However, having made reasonable accommodations, candi-
dates must reach the required standard in order to be considered for further progression in a 
competition. 

In December 2018 the Government endorsed the key recommendations contained within 
the Report of the Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland and published ‘A Policing 
Service for the Future’ – the implementation plan for the Commission’s report, this includes the 
recommendations in relation to the reform of recruitment into An Garda Síochána in order to 
increase the diversity of the organisation.

The Deputy will agree that it is vital that the Commissioner continues to recruit candidates 
with the appropriate qualifications to An Garda Síochána, and that best practice continues to be 
followed with regard to any such recruitment.  I welcome and support the Commissioner’s com-
mitment to increasing the diversity of the members and staff of An Garda Síochána to reflect 
the twenty first century Ireland it serves.  This will ensure that An Garda Síochána maintains its 
strong bond with the diverse communities it serves.  The recommendations of the Commission 
will take time to implement, and any proposal to amend the Recruitment and Admission regu-
lations, including the language requirement will require consideration and consultation with a 
number of interested parties.

21/05/2019WRM03900Garda Administrative Costs

21/05/2019WRM04000289. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount of 
rent that is being paid to a hotel (details supplied) by An Garda Síochána since January 2017; 
the reason parts of the hotel have been rented by An Garda Síochána; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21516/19]

21/05/2019WRM04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appreci-
ate that the Garda Commissioner is primarily responsible for the effective and efficient use of 
the resources available to An Garda Síochána, including proposals for the opening and closing 
of Garda stations. 

Further, the Office of Public Works has responsibility for the provision and maintenance of 
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Garda accommodation.  As such, the programme of replacement and refurbishment of Garda 
accommodation is progressed by the Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the 
Office of Public Works (OPW).  As Minister, I have no direct role in these matters.

Significant investment is being made in the Garda estate.  As the Deputy will be aware, 
the Garda Síochána Building and Refurbishment Programme 2016 – 2021 is an ambitious 5 
year building Programme reflecting the agreed priorities of An Garda Síochána.  I am informed 
by Garda authorities that the programme includes the provision of a Property and Exhibit Store 
(PEMS) at Tallaght Garda Station and that the development of this property storage facility is 
ongoing in conjunction with the OPW.

I am further informed by the Garda authorities that one floor of the premises referred to by 
the Deputy has been rented by the OPW on behalf of An Garda Síochána to provide additional 
office space for the Tallaght District.  

The OPW has advised An Garda Síochána that the rent paid in 2017 and 2018 amounted to 
€122,720.84 in each of those years.  The rent paid to date in 2019 is €30,680.21.

21/05/2019WRM04200Garda Vetting Applications

21/05/2019WRM04300290. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position re-
garding the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21525/19]

21/05/2019WRM04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appre-
ciate that the primary purpose of the employment vetting carried out by the National Vetting 
Bureau is to seek to ensure the safety of children and vulnerable adults.  It is carried out by An 
Garda Síochána primarily in accordance with the provisions of the National Vetting Bureau 
(Children and Vulnerable Persons) Acts 2012-2016 and is, as I am sure you will agree, a very 
important task which must be done thoroughly and correctly.  My Department has no role in the 
processing of individual vetting applications.

 I am informed by the Garda authorities that Garda vetting applications regarding the person 
referred to by the Deputy were received on 22 May and 10 December 2018 by the National 
Vetting Bureau. 

 At present, 80% of overall vetting applications are being processed by the Vetting Bureau in 
five working days.  However, in a number of instances it is necessary to conduct further enqui-
ries with external agencies.  Enquiries with external agencies are conducted for a multiplicity 
of reasons such as verification of identity, updating of incomplete records and establishing other 
matters.  In such instances processing times are significantly longer than the general average.

I am further informed that on processing the applications of the person referred to by the 
Deputy, it was established that it was necessary to conduct further enquiries.  These enquiries 
are still ongoing and unfortunately it is not possible to issue a Garda vetting disclosure at this 
stage. 

Any inconvenience arising from a delay is regretted, but I am sure you can fully appreciate, 
applications cannot be finalised at by the Vetting Bureau until all enquiries are concluded.

21/05/2019WRM04500Departmental Expenditure



Questions - Written Answers

126

21/05/2019WRM04600291. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount 
spent in fees to companies (details supplied) by his Department in each of the years 2011 to 
2018. [21584/19]

21/05/2019WRM04700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to inform the 
Deputy, that the amount spent in fees to the specified companies by my Department, in each of 
the years 2011 to 2018 were as set out in the following table.  This expenditure includes ICT 
contracted developer staff, audit and accounting contract staff.

Company 2011 2015 2016 2017 2018
Deloitte 6,061 371,650 296,199 645,521 1,198,977 
Ernst & 
Young

- 27,148 17,737 76,568 429,120 

21/05/2019WRM04800Public Service Vehicles

21/05/2019WRM04900292. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason a per-
son (details supplied) who made an application has been refused. [21618/19]

21/05/2019WRM05000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I understand that the 
Deputy’s question relates to an application for a  Small Public Service Vehicle (SPSV) Licence.

As the Deputy may be aware, the SPSV industry in Ireland is regulated by the National 
Transport Authority in accordance with the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act, 2013, which 
falls under the remit of my colleague, the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, Mr. Shane 
Ross, T.D. 

An Garda Síochána is currently deemed the licensing authority under section 6 (2) of the 
Taxi Regulation Act 2013.

As such, the Deputy will appreciate that I, as Minister for Justice and Equality, have no role 
in the administration of SPSV licences.

21/05/2019WRM05100Work Permits Applications

21/05/2019WRM05200293. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 87 of 28 March 2019, if the person (details supplied) should apply 
for a work permit in the meantime in order to ensure their employment prospects; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21636/19]

21/05/2019WRM05300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, in response to a notifi-
cation pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the 
person concerned has submitted written representations. 

These representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, will 
be fully considered, under Section 3(6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other 
applicable legislation, in advance of a final decision being made.  This decision will be made as 
soon as it is possible to do so.

The Deputy will appreciate that it is not the role of my Department to advise a person as to 
what immigration based applications they should make.  Therefore, it will be a matter for the 
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person concerned to decide if they should make an application for a work permit.  It would also 
be open to the person concerned to seek advice from a solicitor, a trusted friend or advocate 
with experience and expertise in the Irish immigration area as regards what nature of immigra-
tion application might best represent their interests. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

21/05/2019WRM05400Garda Stations

21/05/2019WRM05500294. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the issues in 
relation the Garda station in Clonmel, County Tipperary will be resolved; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21696/19]

21/05/2019WRM05600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The resources provided 
by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented levels, with an allocation of 
€1.76 billion for 2019.  Very significant capital investment is being made in An Garda Síochána, 
including investment of €342 million in Garda ICT infrastructure between 2016 and 2021; and 
investment of €46 million in the Garda Fleet over the same period.  Considerable investment 
is also being made in the Garda estate, to address its deficiencies and provide fit-for-purpose 
facilities for Garda members and staff, as well as the public interacting with them.  This is a 
significant undertaking, as there are currently 565 stations nationwide. 

The Deputy will be aware that the programme of replacement and refurbishment of Garda 
accommodation is progressed by the Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the 
Office of Public Works (OPW), which has the responsibility for the provision and maintenance 
of Garda accommodation. 

The Garda Building and Refurbishment Programme 2016-2021 includes the development 
of new Garda stations in Clonmel, Macroom and Sligo.  These stations will be delivered by way 
of a Public Private Partnership (PPP) arrangement. 

The OPW has agreed to provide its expert services in the design of the three stations in-
cluded in this PPP.  The development of PPP projects is progressed under the auspices of the 
National Development Finance Agency (NDFA).  The Department of Justice and Equality and 
the Garda authorities are working with the OPW to progress this matter, with the input and as-
sistance of the NDFA.

The establishment of PPP projects can be complex and it is vital to get the projects right at 
the planning and design stage.  I can assure the Deputy that delivery of the new Garda stations 
in Clonmel, Macroom and Sligo through this PPP arrangement is being pursued as a priority.  
Pending delivery of the new stations, I am informed that Garda management and the OPW have 
been working to improve conditions and facilities at the existing stations.

21/05/2019WRM05700Coroners Service

21/05/2019WRM05800295. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the statutory time-
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frame for holding an inquest into the death of a person. [21813/19]

21/05/2019WRM05900296. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of in-
quests pending in County Louth. [21814/19]

21/05/2019WRM06000297. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a family is per-
mitted to bring a solicitor to the inquest into the death of a family member. [21876/19]

21/05/2019WRM06100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 295 to 297, inclusive, together.

The legislation governing coroners is the Corners Act 1962.  Under this legislation, coro-
ners are statutory officers exercising quasi-judicial functions in relation to which he or she is 
independent.

A coroner is responsible for the timeframe for the scheduling and the holding of inquests 
within the district area for which they retain responsibility.  Under the Coroners Act 1962, there 
is no statutory timeframe within which an inquest must be held.  Factors which will influence 
the date for the holding of an inquest include, among others, the availability of post-mortem 
results, the results of any other tests deemed necessary for consideration during the inquest and 
the availability of witnesses.

I have made enquiries with the Louth Coroner and I am informed that, at present, there are 
34 inquests pending in County Louth.

During the inquest process, families may be accompanied by a solicitor.

Question No. 298 answered with Question No. 286.

21/05/2019WRN00500Garda Stations

299. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to de-
velop a new modern Garda station in district F on the site formerly earmarked for a new Garda 
station along Rochestown Avenue, Dún Laoghaire, County Dublin (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21884/19]

21/05/2019WRN00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): There has been an un-
precedented level of investment in An Garda Síochána in recent years, in support of the Gov-
ernment’s commitment to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout the country 
in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement, to provide reassurance to citizens 
and to deter crime.  

An allocation of €1.76 billion has been made to An Garda Síochána for 2019.  Very signifi-
cant capital investment is also being made, including investment of €342 million in Garda ICT 
infrastructure between 2016 and 2021, and investment of €46 million in the Garda Fleet over 
the same period.  

Significant investment is also being made in the Garda estate.  The Garda Building and Re-
furbishment Programme 2016-2021 is an ambitious 5-year programme based on agreed Garda 
priorities, which continues to benefit over 30 locations around the country, underpinned by sig-
nificant Exchequer funding across the Garda and OPW Votes.  In addition to that programme, 
other major works to the Garda estate which are ongoing include the pilot Garda station reopen-
ing project, the development of a new facility at Military Road and the major refurbishment 
of Fitzgibbon Street station.  The clear goal of this investment is to address deficiencies in the 



21 May 2019

129

Garda estate and provide fit-for-purpose facilities for Garda members and staff, as well as the 
public interacting with them.    

The Deputy will appreciate that the Office of Public Works has responsibility for the provi-
sion and maintenance of Garda accommodation.  As such, the programme of replacement and 
refurbishment of Garda accommodation is progressed by the Garda authorities working in close 
co-operation with the Office of Public Works (OPW). 

The Deputy referred to 2 stations in particular, namely Kill O’Grange and Cabinteely.  I 
am informed by the Garda authorities that under the Garda Station Rationalisation Programme 
of 2012 and 2013, 139 Garda Stations were closed nationwide.  Kill O’Grange Garda station, 
DMR East, was closed and handed back to the Office of Public Works on 27 April 2013.  Cab-
inteely remains an operational Garda station.

The Commissioner is primarily responsible for the effective and efficient use of the resourc-
es made available to An Garda Síochána including responsibility for the formulation of propos-
als in relation to the opening and closing of Garda stations.  Indeed the Deputy may recall that 
as recently as December 2018, the Garda Síochána Inspectorate in its report “Policing with 
Local Communities” confirmed that it is appropriate that the Commissioner should continue to 
hold this responsibility.

Overall Garda accommodation needs, including any potential need for a new station at any 
location, fall to be considered by An Garda Síochána in the context of the ongoing expansion of 
the Garda workforce and in the context of the recommendations contained in the Report of the 
Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland. 

21/05/2019WRN00800Courts Service Data

300. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of pa-
rental supervision orders made under section 111 of the Children Act 2001 in each of the years 
2012 to 2018 and to date in 2019. [21894/19]

301. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of in-
stances of non-compliance with parental supervision orders issued under the Children Act 2001 
in each of the years 2012 to 2018 and to date in 2019. [21895/19]

302. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of com-
pensation orders made under section 113 of the Children Act 2001 in each of the years 2012 to 
2018 and to date in 2019. [21896/19]

21/05/2019WRN01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 300 to 302, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy is aware, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management 
of the courts is the responsibility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its 
functions, among which include the provision of information on the courts system. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had inquiries made with the 
Courts Service.  I have been advised that courts statistics are not compiled in such a way as to 
provide the information sought by the Deputy.  The Courts Service has further advised that this 
information could only be obtained by the examination of individual court files in court offices 
around the country which would require the expenditure of a disproportionate amount of staff 
time and resources.   
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21/05/2019WRN01500Probation and Welfare Service Staff

21/05/2019WRN01600303. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of pro-
bation and welfare officers appointed to supervise parents or guardians in accordance with the 
Children Act 2001 in each of the years 2012 to 2018 and to date in 2019.  [21897/19]

21/05/2019WRN01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am having inquiries 
made in this matter.  I will write to the Deputy shortly with further information.

21/05/2019WRN01800Garda Youth Diversion Projects

304. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of juve-
niles and the age of each that have been assigned to Garda juvenile liaison officers in each of 
the years 2012 to 2018 and to date in 2019. [21898/19]

21/05/2019WRN02000Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton) 
(Deputy David Stanton): As the Deputy may be aware, an analysis of activity under the Garda 
Diversion Programme is published annually in the report of the Monitoring Committee ap-
pointed under Section 44 of the Children Act 2001 (as amended). 

The Committee’s reports are laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas, as required under the 
Act. 

For ease of reference, relevant data for 2012 to 2017 from these reports is compiled in the 
following table.  Please note that the figures for 2018 and to date in 2019 are not yet available.  
The 2018 report will be laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas later this year after it is re-
ceived from the Garda authorities. 

The Deputy might note that the figures given in the following table show the number of 
young people who are referred for consideration under the Diversion Programme.  The outcome 
of each referral, including the degree of supervision by a Juvenile Liaison Officer considered 
appropriate, is based on assessment of each individual case in accordance with the provisions 
of Part 4 of the Children Act.  I might add that some 4,000 young people participate in Garda 
Youth Diversion projects in any one year.

Referrals to the Garda Diversion Programme 2012 – 2017

Year Age Percent Number 
2012 12 4% 490

13 8% 980
14 12% 1470
15 19% 2327
16 21% 2572
17 35% 4286
Total 99%* 12246

2013 12 4% 417
13 8% 834
14 13% 1355
15 19% 1980
16 23% 2397
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Year Age Percent Number 
17 33% 3439
Total 100% 10420

2014 12 4% 400
13 8% 799
14 13% 1299
15 19% 1898
16 22% 2198
17 33% 3297
Total 99%* 9991

2015 12 4% 392
13 8% 785
14 14% 1373
15 19% 1863
16 22% 2158
17 33% 3236
Total 100% 9807

2016 12 4% 378
13 9% 851
14 14% 1323
15 20% 1890
16 23% 2174
17 30% 2835
Total 100% 9451

2017 12 4% 424
13 10% 1061
14 16% 1697
15 20% 2121
16 21% 2227
17 29% 3076
Total 100% 10607

*Figures taken from the Section 44 Monitoring committee reports, discrepancies are due to 
percentage rounding.  

21/05/2019WRN02100Garda Deployment

305. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of the 
most recent recruits from Templemore that are being stationed to County Cork; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21902/19]

306. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of the 
most recent recruits from Templemore that are being stationed to County Limerick; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21903/19]

307. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of the 
most recent recruits from Templemore that are being stationed to County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21904/19]
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308. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of the 
most recent recruits from Templemore that are being stationed to County Clare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21905/19]

309. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of the 
most recent recruits from Templemore that are being stationed to County Waterford; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21906/19]

310. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of the 
most recent recruits from Templemore that are being stationed to County Louth; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21907/19]

311. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of the 
most recent recruits from Templemore that are being stationed to County Tipperary; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21908/19]

312. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of the 
most recent recruits from Templemore that are being stationed to County Carlow; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21909/19]

313. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of the 
most recent recruits from Templemore that are being stationed to County Kilkenny; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21910/19]

314. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of the 
most recent recruits from Templemore that are being stationed to County Wexford; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21911/19]

315. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of the 
most recent recruits from Templemore that are being stationed to County Galway; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21912/19]

316. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of the 
most recent recruits from Templemore that are being stationed to County Laois; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21913/19]

317. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of the 
most recent recruits from Templemore that are being stationed to County Offaly; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21914/19]

318. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of the 
most recent recruits from Templemore that are being stationed to County Dublin; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21915/19]

319. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of the 
most recent recruits from Templemore that are being stationed to County Kildare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21916/19]

21/05/2019WRN03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 305 to 319, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy will appreciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for manag-
ing An Garda Síochána, including personnel matters, and I, as Minister, have no direct role in 
the matter.  Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under continual review in 
the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made 
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of these resources.

I am informed by the Commissioner that the Cohort Model of resource allocation is current-
ly utilised for the allocation of personnel within An Garda Síochána, including newly attested 
probationer Gardaí from the Garda College.  The allocation and transfer of Garda Personnel 
using the Cohort Model is determined by a number of factors, including crime and non-crime 
workload, minimum establishment, population, area, policing arrangements, and operational 
strategies.  When considering the allocation of resources to a Division, comprehensive con-
sultation is carried out with local Garda management during which all factors are taken into 
consideration.

In relation to the allocation of newly attested Gardaí, it is important to keep in mind that 
they have a further 16 months of practical and class-room based training to complete in order to 
receive their BA in Applied Policing.  To ensure that they are properly supported and supervised 
and have opportunities to gain the breadth of policing experience required, the Commissioner’s 
policy is to allocate them to specially designated training stations which have the required 
training and development structures and resources in place, including trained Garda tutors and 
access to a permanently appointed supervisory Sergeant who is thoroughly familiar with their 
responsibilities under the training programme.

I am further informed by the Commissioner that while not all Garda Stations are training 
stations, the allocation of probationer Gardaí to a Divisional training station facilitates the reas-
signment of Gardaí to other stations within the Division, if required, by the Divisional Officer.

The information in relation to the number of new recruits allocated to each Garda Station 
is available on my Department’s website through the link below, as supplied by the Commis-
sioner.

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/08_Allocation_of_Probationer_Gardaí_by_Division_and_
Station_2014_to_March_2019.

For more general information on Garda Facts and Figures please see the link below:

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures.

21/05/2019WRO00700Immigration Status

21/05/2019WRO00800320. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of a case pursuant to section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 in the 
case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21984/19]

21/05/2019WRO00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, in response to a notifica-
tion pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), written 
representations have been submitted on behalf of the persons concerned. 

These representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, will be 
fully considered, under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other 
applicable legislation, in advance of final decisions being made.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 



Questions - Written Answers

134

obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

21/05/2019WRO01000Policing of Events

21/05/2019WRO01100321. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount 
An Garda Síochána received from organisations (details supplied) in 2018 and to date in 2019 
towards policing their events; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21992/19]

21/05/2019WRO01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be 
aware that section 30 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005 makes provision for An Garda Síochána 
to charge for policing services provided for events on private property or in areas open to the 
public.  The section covers events such as sports fixtures, concerts, festivals, the making of 
films, TV programmes and so on.  Policing services may be provided where it is in the public 
interest and consistent with Garda functions. 

Setting the level of fees applicable to the provision of services under section 30 of the Act 
by An Garda Síochána and related matters are for the Garda Commissioner, as the Accounting 
Officer for the Garda Vote. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that policing services in these cases may include both 
a public service duty and a non-public service duty element.  In general, An Garda Síochána 
seeks to recover the costs associated with provision of non-public service duties at commercial 
events.   I am further informed that the cost to the event holder is determined by the number of 
Gardaí deployed and the hours they are deployed for.  An Garda Síochána issues invoices to all 
relevant event holders. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the following table sets out the payments for 
non-public service duties received by An Garda Síochána from the GAA, FAI and IRFU in 
2018 and to date in 2019.

 2018 2019 (to 20 May 2019)
GAA €821,394.00 €246,692.00
FAI €184,479.00 €0.00
IRFU €234,909.00 €177,599.00

21/05/2019WRO01300Student Visas Applications

21/05/2019WRO01400322. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application for the 2005 to 2010 student scheme in the case of 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22010/19]

21/05/2019WRO01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that it received an appli-
cation under the Special Scheme for Students in respect of the person concerned on 10 Decem-
ber 2018.  The Deputy will appreciate that applications are dealt with in chronological order.  
I understand that the application is now under consideration and it is expected that INIS will 
issue a decision by the end of this month.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
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established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

21/05/2019WRO01600Earcaíocht sa Gharda Síochána

21/05/2019WRO01700323. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais 
cé mhéad iarratas a fuarthas sa trí bhabhta dheireannacha earcaíochta a bhí ag an nGarda Sío-
chána; cén líon acu seo i ngach cás a bhain leis an ngnáthshruth earcaíochta agus cén líon acu 
a bhain leis an sruth sainiúil Gaeilge; cén líon iarratasóirí ar éirigh leo as gach sruth i ngach 
babhta earcaíochta; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [22075/19]

21/05/2019WRO01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Tá earcaíocht don Ghar-
da Síochána faoi rialú Rialacháin an Gharda Síochána (Ligean Isteach agus Ceapacháin), 2013. 
Déanann an tSeirbhís um Cheapacháin Phoiblí (PAS), thar ceann Choimisinéir na nGardaí, na 
céimeanna earcaíochta tosaigh a bhaineann le roghnú Gardaí faoi Oiliúint a bhainistiú, agus is é 
nó í an Coimisinéir a bhainistíonn na céimeanna deiridh den phróiseas earcaíochta, ina ndéantar 
iarrthóirí a ghrinnfhiosrú agus ina ndéanann siad tástáil inniúlachta fisiciúla maille le scrúdú 
liachta. Níl aon bhaint dhíreach agamsa, mar Aire, leis an ábhar.

Faoi mar is eol don Teachta, tá clár earcaíochta luathaithe don Gharda Síochána ag dul ar 
aghaidh d’fhonn 15,000 Garda a bhaint amach mar chuid d’fhórsa saothair foriomlán Gardaí 
ina mbeadh 21,000 duine faoi 2021.

Clár uaillmhianach earcaíochta atá anseo agus beidh píblíne leanúnach d’iarrthóirí oiriúna-
cha ag teastáil chuige sin. Chun freastal ar an riachtanas sin reáchtáil an Garda Síochána sé 
fheachtas earcaíochta ó Nollaig 2013 i leith, lena n-áirítear an feachtas earcaíochta is déanaí, 
ar tháinig deireadh leis mí Abreáin. Tá curtha in iúl dom ag Coimisinéir na nGardaí go bhfuil 
an Garda Síochána lántiomanta dá n-oibleagáidí faoi Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla a chom-
hlíonadh. I dtaca leis sin de, áiríodh i bhfeachtais earcaíochta a reáchtáladh le déanaí sain-sruth 
Gaeilge i gcomhair cainteoirí líofa Gaeilge ar daoine iad a chomhlíonann na critéir inchái-
litheachta eile go léir don chomórtas earcaíochta, chomh maith. Ceanglaítear ar iarrthóirí a 
dhéanann iarratas faoin sruth sin gnéithe áirithe roghnúcháin a dhéanamh trí Ghaeilge – mar 
shampla, agallamh atá bunaithe ar inniúlacht, maille le tástáil Gaeilge scríofa. Déantar iarrthóirí 
a n-éiríonn leo as na sruthanna sin a shannadh do limistéir Ghaeltachta ar feadh tréimhse ama 
arna cinneadh ag Coimisinéir an Gharda Síochána. Leagtar amach anseo thíos na figiúirí is dé-
anaí i leith iarratas a fuarthas i leith an tSrutha Ghinearálta agus i leith Shruth na Líofachta sa 
Ghaeilge araon maidir le comórtais 2016, 2017 agus 2018, arna soláthar dom ag an tSeirbhís 
um Cheapacháin Phoiblí.

Comórtas An líon iarratas a fuarthas(a bheag nó a 
mhór)

 Gardaí faoi Oiliúint 9/2016  
An Sruth Ginearálta 5100
Sruth na Líofachta sa Ghaeilge 120
  
 Gardaí faoi Oiliúint 2017  
An Sruth Ginearálta 5300
Sruth na Líofachta sa Ghaeilge 115
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Comórtas An líon iarratas a fuarthas(a bheag nó a 
mhór)

  
 Gardaí faoi Oiliúint 2018  
An Sruth Ginearálta 6200
Sruth na Líofachta sa Ghaeilge 185
  

Tá curtha in iúl dom ag Coimisinéir na nGardaí go bhfuil na céimeanna deiridh den phróiseas 
earcaíochta, ina ndéantar iarrthóirí a ghrinnfhiosrú agus ina ndéanann siad tástáil inniúlachta fis-
iciúla maille le scrúdú liachta, arna mbainistiú ag an gCoimisinéir, curtha i gcrích go rathúil ag 
12 iarratasóir ar Shruthanna na Líofachta sa Ghaeilge i gcomórtais sna blianta 2016 agus 2017 
go n-uige seo. Tá roinnt iarratasóirí ó shruth 2018 na Líofachta sa Ghaeilge agus ó fheachtais 
earcaíochta roimhe sin atá á bpróiseáil i gcónaí. Tá obair ar siúl, chomh maith, sa tSeirbhís um 
Cheapacháin Phoiblí i ndáil le feachtas 2109, ar tháinig deireadh leis mí Aibreáin. Níl mionson-
raí i ndáil leis an bhfeachtas sin ar fáil go fóill.

Faoi réir formheasa deiridh ón nGarda Síochána, déantar iarrthóirí a n-éiríonn leo ó na 
feachtais sin a bhreithniú ar dtús maidir le daoine a ghlacadh isteach i gColáiste na nGardaí, de 
réir áit an iarrthóra san Ord Fiúntais. Níl aon fhráma réamhshocraithe ama ann do thairiscintí 
d’iarratasóirí mar go bhfuil sé sin ag brath ar a gcomhaid a bheith comhlánaithe go hiomlán 
agus ar na dátaí chun daoine a ghlacadh isteach i gColáiste na nGardaí. Fanann na hiarratasóirí 
go léir ar an bpainéal go dtí pé am a ndéantar áit i gColáiste na nGardaí a thairiscint dóibh, ach 
amháin na daoine a mheastar a bheith mí-oiriúnach, na daoine a dteipeann orthu sa Tástáil Li-
achta nó sa Tástáil Inniúlachta Fisiciúla (TIF) nó a tharraingíonn siar as an gcomórtas. Meastar 
go bhféadfaidh sé go rachaidh iarratasóirí a n-éiríonn leo ón bhfeachtas earcaíochta a bhí ann le 
déanaí isteach i gColáiste na nGardaí ó thart ar lár 2020.

21/05/2019WRO01900Legislative Reviews

21/05/2019WRO02000324. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to ad-
dress the defamation laws; his further plans to introduce a serious harm test similar to that 
which is running successfully in the UK; his views on damage claims; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22113/19]

21/05/2019WRO02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, my Department is currently engaging in a statutory review of the Defamation Act 2009 
as required by section 5 of that Act. The review is an important priority for me and for my De-
partment. I expect a draft report with options for reform to be submitted to me in the coming 
weeks. The review has undergone some delay, due to other urgent legislative priorities and also 
due to important judgments from the Supreme Court and the European Court of Human Rights 
in the intervening period since the announcement of the review. These judgments will be taken 
into account in the review. 

The Review is addressing several issues that have been raised in submissions to the Review, 
including questions relating to the level of damages which has been raised by the print media in 
recent campaigns in this field. Specifically, the review will address, among other issues:  

- Whether changes should be made to the respective roles of the judge and the jury in High 
Court defamation cases, in particular in relation to the question of damages;
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- Whether any change should be made to the level or type of damages which may be award-
ed in defamation cases, or to the factors to be taken into account in making that determination.

The core aim of defamation law in general is to find the right balance between protecting an 
individual’s good name and privacy, and protecting the right to freedom of expression, taking 
account of the vital role in our democracy played by a free and independent press. It is impor-
tant that the Defamation Act operates in practice to ensure that damages awarded to a plaintiff 
are fair and proportionate to the harm suffered by them in the context of a defamatory statement. 

The Deputy refers to the so called “serious harm” test which was introduced in section 1 of 
the Defamation Act 2013 in England and Wales. Since the enactment of the 2013 Act in Eng-
land and Wales, this test requires a claimant when initiating a defamation action to prove that a 
potentially defamatory statement has caused or is likely to cause serious harm to the reputation 
of the claimant before the case can proceed. The effects of this requirement on defamation law 
in England and Wales and its possible effects in the Irish context are being considered as part 
of the review. This is only one of several options being examined at the moment to determine 
which reforms would be most effective and appropriate in the Irish legal context. 

21/05/2019WRO02200Naturalisation Applications

21/05/2019WRO02300325. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if an application for 
naturalisation by a person (details supplied) sent by post from Dáil Éireann on 28 March 2019 
has been received; when they can expect to receive the return of their British passport; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22125/19]

21/05/2019WRO02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that an application for a cer-
tificate of naturalisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy on 2 April 2019. 
Processing of this application is on-going, with a view to establishing whether the conditions 
for naturalisation, such as good character and lawful residence, are satisfied. On completion of 
the necessary processing the application will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously 
as possible. The applicants original passport will be returned to them in the coming days.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

21/05/2019WRO02500Apprenticeship Programmes

21/05/2019WRO02600326. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
there is a basic rate of payment per hour for apprenticeships for electricians; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [21567/19]
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21/05/2019WRO02700Minister of State at the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy 
Pat Breen): Statutory responsibility for the management of the National Apprenticeship Sys-
tem in Ireland falls under the remit of SOLAS, an agency under the aegis of the Department of 
Education and Skills.

In general, I understand that in relation to apprentice electricians, the rate of pay is a con-
tractual matter between the employer and the apprentice. 

In so far as my Department is concerned, the Industrial Relations (Amendment) Act 2015 
provides for a statutory framework for establishing minimum rates of pay as well as other terms 
and conditions of employment for specified types or classes of workers.

In this context the Labour Court were asked in October 2018 under Section 14 of the Indus-
trial Relations (Amendment) Act 2015 to examine the terms and conditions of employment in 
the Electrical Contracting Sector.

The Court as it is required to do, published its intention to undertake an examination and 
invited submissions from interested parties.  The Labour Court concluded its review and sub-
mitted its recommendation to myself on 23 April 2019.

The Industrial Relations (Amendment) Act 2015 requires me, within six weeks of receipt of 
the Labour Court recommendation, to either accept or reject the recommendation and to make 
an Order to give legal effect to the terms of the recommendation. 

In this instance,  as I was satisfied that the Court had complied with its obligations under the 
2015 Act I accepted the recommendation on 9 May 2019. The Act requires that a draft of any 
Order proposed must obtain approval of both House of the Oireachtas before it can be made.   A 
draft of the Order was laid before the Houses on 9 May 2019 as required by Section 17(4) of 
the Industrial Relations (Amendment) Act 2015.  When signed, the Order will be effective from 
the 1st September 2019 and will be binding across the sector and enforceable by the Workplace 
Relations Commission. 

In its recommendation, the Court has set out hourly rates specifically for apprentices in the 
electrical contracting sector.  

21/05/2019WRO02800Departmental Expenditure

21/05/2019WRO02900327. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the amount spent in fees to companies (details supplied) by her Department in each of the 
years 2011 to 2018. [21574/19]

21/05/2019WRO03000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
requested by the Deputy, the table below sets out the amount of fees, inclusive of VAT, paid to 
the companies concerned in each of the years from 2011 to 2018.

Supplier 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 TOTAL 
2011-2018

PWC €0.00 €40,646.58 €0.00 €94,903.75 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €11,070.00 €146,620.33

KPMG €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €61,500.00 €43,050.00 €104,550.00

ERNST & 
YOUNG

€0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €61,460.64 21,906.30 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00 €83,366.94

DE-
LOITTE 

€0.00 €122,847.89 €0.00 €0.00 €23,249.46 €8,260.68 €86,038.50 €2,644.50 €243,041.03

Total All 
Suppliers

€0.00 €163,494.47 €0.00 €156,364.39 €45,155.76 €8,260.68 €147,538.50 €56,764.50 €577,578.30
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21/05/2019WRO03100Brexit Supports

21/05/2019WRO03200328. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the uptake of all Brexit supports; the number of companies that have sought support and grants; 
the number of companies that have grants and supports sanctioned to date; the expenditure 
for each grant and support in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[21864/19]

21/05/2019WRO03300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): While 
the immediate risk of a no-deal UK exit has diminished with the extension to 31 October, Brexit 
remains a significant challenge for businesses in Ireland, which cannot be underestimated. That 
is why my Department has put in place a range of supports to help businesses prepare for the 
UK’s withdrawal from the EU. The Government’s priority is to ensure that businesses around 
the country can manage risks and avail of any opportunities. This has informed the range of 
advisory and financial supports that are in place.

My Department’s total exchequer allocation increased by 9.1% year on year, up from €871m 
to €950.2m. This is made up of a record €620m in capital and €330.2m in current funding, 
which includes an increase of €65m in capital – up 11.7% on last year’s allocation of €555m; 
and, an increase of €14.2m in current – almost 4.5% more than our 2018 allocation of €316m.

I allocated an extra €5m to the 31 Local Enterprise Offices [LEOs], up 22% on 2018, which 
have a presence in every county, to support start-ups and growth and, in particular, to support 
businesses to prepare for Brexit. The LEOs will work with the broad range of small and micro 
indigenous enterprises across sectors to ensure that they are informed and have plans in place 
to manage the new trading relationships on the island and with the UK more generally. This 
includes a new customs training programme for all businesses, exporters and importers, rolled 
out in conjunction with Enterprise Ireland.

I was also pleased to announce an additional capital allocation of €2.75m to Enterprise Ire-
land to start developing regional innovation and technology clusters with Institutes of Technol-
ogy right across the country, positioning them as drivers of world-class start-ups and growth 
enterprises and helping businesses adjust to market changes, including Brexit.

Through Enterprise Ireland, I also doubled funding for the Online Retail Pilot Scheme to 
€1.25m in 2019, which will support SMEs in the retail sector to have a stronger online presence 
and find new markets. This new Scheme follows through on my commitment to increase the 
scale and internationalisation of indigenous enterprise; increase productivity in high-employ-
ment sectors; and encourage Brexit readiness. I announced the first 11 successful applicants on 
Friday 01 March last and there will be a further call for proposals this year. In addition, Enter-
prise Ireland invested €74 million in Brexit impacted businesses in 2018.

Funding to InterTradeIreland has been increased by 18% and they, along with the LEOs, 
are offering a range of Brexit-focused supports to companies, including those engaged in cross-
border trade with Northern Ireland.

The Brexit Loan Scheme, using a combination of Irish Exchequer and EU guarantees, lever-
aged up to €300 million of lending at a maximum interest rate 4% at a cost to the Exchequer of 
€23 million - €14 million provided by my Department and €9 million provided by Department 
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

The Future Growth Loan Scheme was announced in Budget 2019. The scheme opened for 
eligibility applications on Wednesday 17 April and it will provide a longer-term facility, 8 to 
10 years, of up to €300m to support strategic capital investment for a post-Brexit environment 
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by business at competitive rates. This scheme is jointly funded by the Department of Business, 
Enterprise and Innovation (€37.2 million) and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine (€24.8 million) at a total cost to the Exchequer of €62 million.

The first table attached sets out the respective exchequer increases in allocations to ITI, EI, 
IDA and the LEOs between 2018 and 2019 and the cost/expenditure of the supports available. 
Whilst these increases are not all due to Brexit, they are mainly provided to assist the enterprise 
agencies in their responses to the challenges posed by Brexit.

The second table attached sets out the uptake of the different Brexit-related supports avail-
able through the Department and its agencies as at 20 May 2019. Where available, the total 
number of applications has also been included.

Finally, while we have had great success through the Action Plan for Jobs in reducing unem-
ployment from 16% to 5.6%, in the context of Brexit and other global challenges, it is important 
that we move our focus beyond numbers of jobs created to quality and sustainable jobs.

Future Jobs Ireland is our plan to meet all these challenges. Launched on 10 March 2019, 
it includes ambitious targets and actions to drive this transformation of our economy. These 
includes funds, policies and initiatives that; enhance productivity, especially among SMEs; pro-
mote indigenous entrepreneurship, especially in the regions; encourage clustering and stronger 
links between domestic and foreign owned firms; and assist businesses to move up the value 
chain, to protect jobs and to build resilience for the future.

IDA total allocation (current and capital) for 2019 increased by €33.7 million when com-
pared with 2018.Enterprise Ireland total allocation (current and capital) for 2019 increased 
by €6.8 million when compared with 2018.LEOs total allocation (current and capital) for 
2019 increased by €5 million when compared with 2018.ITI total allocation (current and 
capital) for 2019 increased by €1 million when compared with 2018.
   Scheme   Expenditure/Cost
Brexit Loan Scheme The scheme will cost the Exchequer €23 

million (€14 million provide by Department 
of Business, Enterprise and Innovation and 
€9 million provided by Department of Agri-
culture, Food and the Marine).

Enterprise Ireland Be Prepared Grant €304,553 to 16/05/2019
Enterprise Ireland Market Discovery Fund 
- A support to EI   clients to research new   
markets

€443,786 to 16/05/2019

Enterprise Ireland Agile Innovation Fund - 
Gives rapid fast-track   access to innovation 
funding

€736,105 to 16/05/2019

Enterprise Ireland Brexit Advisory Clinics €265,341 to 16/05/2019
Enterprise Ireland Brexit “Act On Pro-
gramme” – A support funding   the engage-
ment of a consultant to devise report with 
recommendations to   help clients address 
weaknesses and improve resilience

€480,000 to 16/05/2019

Enterprise Ireland Strategic Consultancy 
Grant – A grant to assist EI clients to hire a 
strategic consultant for a set period

€1,373,218 to 16/05/2019
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Local Enterprise Office Technical Assis-
tance Grant   for Micro Export - an incen-
tive for LEO clients to explore and develop 
new market opportunities

2018 Expenditure€560,2751 Jan to 31st 
March 2019 Expenditure€124,607

Local Enterprise Office LEAN for Micro - 
The LEO Lean4Micro offer was   developed 
in collaboration between the EI Lean de-
partment and the LEOs to tailor the EI Lean 
offer for LEO micro enterprise clients

2018 Expenditure€951,1291 Jan to 31st 
March 2019 Expenditure€127,121

Local Enterprise Office Mentoring There isn’t a specific budget allocation for 
LEO Brexit mentoring. It is included in the 
LEOs overall Measure 2 allocation. 

Local Enterprise Office Brexit Seminars/
Events 

2018 Expenditure€128,6011 Jan to 31st 
March 2019 Expenditure€33,181

The Prepare Your Business for Customs 
workshop helps businesses understand the 
key customs concepts, documentation and 
processes required to succeed in a post 
Brexit world.

2018 Expendituren/a1 Jan to 31st March 
2019 Expenditure€24,600

InterTradeIreland Brexit Start to Plan 
Vouchers

InterTradeIreland offer two Brexit Vouchers 
– a planning voucher which provides 100% 
financial support towards professional 
advice to help Businesses identify Brexit 
exposures and to plan.The second “imple-
mentation” voucher provides financial 
support up to £5,000/€5,625, which allows 
businesses to implement critical changes 
making them better prepared to deal with 
a new trading relationship post-Brexit. 
InterTradeIreland pay 50% of the cost of 
this voucher. Expenditure to date in 2019: 
£860,000.

Pilot Online Retail Scheme administered by 
Enteprise Ireland

Eleven retailers were awarded funding in 
March 2019 as part of the new €1.25m 
fund, with €625,000 available under the first 
competitive call to support retail businesses 
to strengthen their online offering. There 
will be a second competitive call in 2019 
with a fund of €625,000.

Scheme Uptake (20 May 2019)
620 applications received, 563 approved by 
SBCI, 132 Loans progressed to sanction at 
bank level to a value of €28.997 million.

Brexit Loan Scheme (Uptake as of 17 May 2019)
Enterprise Ireland Brexit Scorecard - online 
platform for Irish companies to self-assess 
their exposure to Brexit 

5,227 Brexit Scorecards have been com-
pleted. 1043 LEO clients have completed 
the scorecard.
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Scheme Uptake (20 May 2019)
Enterprise Ireland Be Prepared Grant 194 Be Prepared Grants have been ap-

proved
Enterprise Ireland Market Discovery Fund 
- A support to EI clients to research new   
markets

154 projects have been approved under this 
initiative[1]

Enterprise Ireland Prepare to Export Score-
card 

3,447 Prepare to Export Scorecards have 
been completed

Enterprise Ireland Customs Insights Online 
Course

1,240 Customs Insights Course participants

Enterprise Ireland Agile Innovation Fund - 
Gives rapid fast-track access to innovation 
funding

48 Agile Innovation projects have been ap-
proved

Enterprise Ireland Brexit Advisory Clinics 16 Brexit Advisory Clinics have been run 
with over 1,200 in attendance

Enterprise Ireland Brexit “Act On Pro-
gramme” – A support funding the engage-
ment of a consultant to devise report with 
recommendations to help clients address 
weaknesses and improve resilience

240 “Act on” Plans have been completed

Enterprise Ireland Strategic Consultancy 
Grant – A grant to assist EI clients to hire a 
strategic consultant for a set period

1,067 Strategic Consultancy Grants have 
been approved[2]

Local Enterprise Office Technical Assis-
tance Grant for Micro Export - an incentive 
for LEO clients to explore and develop new 
market opportunities

571 clients were approved assistance under 
the Technical Assistance Grant (end April 
2019)[3]

Local Enterprise Office LEAN for Micro - 
The LEO Lean4Micro offer was developed 
in collaboration between the EI Lean de-
partment and the LEOs to tailor the EI Lean 
offer for LEO micro enterprise clients

308 LEO clients have participated in the 
programme (end March 2019)

Local Enterprise Office Mentoring 616 mentoring participants solely focused 
on Brexit (end March 2019)

Local Enterprise Office Brexit Seminars/
Events 

4,385 Participants at the Brexit Information 
events (end March 2019)

Customs Training Participants 249 Participants attended Customs Training
InterTradeIreland Brexit Advisory Service 3,011 SMEs have directly engaged with the 

Brexit Advisory Service in 2019. This is in 
addition to the 4,175 engagements in 2018.

21/05/2019WRO03400IDA Ireland

21/05/2019WRO03500329. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
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further to Parliamentary Question No 106 of 10 April 2019, the progress made in marketing 
the site in question; if there have been further meetings between the IDA and the site owners; 
if there have been site visits from potential investors; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [22047/19]

21/05/2019WRO03600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
indicated previously, the IDA met with the site’s new owners last December and have been 
provided with marketing information for the Liffey Business Campus. While there have been 
no further meetings between the IDA and the site’s owners, the Agency is continuing to actively 
market the site for investment to both existing and potential clients through its network of of-
fices in Ireland and overseas.

The IDA does not provide details on client itineraries to specific locations - whether in 
Kildare or elsewhere - for reasons of commercial sensitivity and confidentiality. Instead, IDA 
site visit data is collated on a county-by-county basis. In the first quarter of 2019 there were 
three site visits to County Kildare. 

More broadly, the Agency’s efforts to attract more investment to Kildare will be assisted by 
the County’s strong profile as a home to overseas firms in the technology, financial services and 
pharmaceuticals sectors. IDA client companies such as Intel, Pfizer, and Procter and Gamble 
are all located there and continue to perform well. Kildare has seen a 4.5% increase in foreign 
direct investment-driven employment over the last 12 months with 386 net new jobs added. 

While clear progress has been made in creating new jobs and economic opportunities in 
Kildare, the Government is determined to achieve more. Efforts will continue in 2019 and 
beyond, whether in support of indigenous or overseas enterprise, to help create generate more 
employment and business growth in the County. 

21/05/2019WRO03700HSE Staff Remuneration

21/05/2019WRO03800330. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the details of pay restoration for 
healthcare assistants (details supplied) in the HSE since the economic crash; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [21447/19]

21/05/2019WRO03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

21/05/2019WRO04000Home Help Service

21/05/2019WRO04100331. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the reason the Department 
has not paid the gratuity due to certain home help workers in lieu of pension payments in line 
with recommendations of the Labour Court to date. [21829/19]

21/05/2019WRO04200419. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Health when the gratuity payment 
due to certain home help workers will be made in lieu of pension payments; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [21828/19]

21/05/2019WRO04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 331 and 
419 together.

The Deputy is referring to Home Help workers who are employed by voluntary providers of 
home help services which are funded under section 39 of the Health Act 2004. 
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As these home help workers are not employed by the HSE, the HSE and the Department 
have no role in determining the salaries or other terms and conditions applying to these staff 
including any pension arrangements. 

A joint working group was established, as agreed as part of the 2015 Lansdowne Road talks, 
to consider a number of issues in relation to section 39 organisations.  Unfortunately it was not 
possible to reach an agreement between the parties on the issue of gratuity payments.

21/05/2019WRO04400Motorised Transport Grant

21/05/2019WRO04500332. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his plans to open the disability 
car scheme to new claimants; his further plans to offer disability cars that are more than five 
years old and have been replaced to persons not on the scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21863/19]

21/05/2019WRO04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Deputy 
has clarified that his question relates specifically to the Motorised Transport Grant scheme 
and whether the scheme is still open to persons who would have availed of the scheme, prior to 
its closure in 2013.

The Motorised Transport Grant scheme operated as a means-tested grant to assist persons 
with severe disabilities with the purchase or adaptation of a car, where that car was essential 
to retain employment.  The maximum grant payable once to an individual in any three year 
period, was €5,020.  Previous recipients of the grant who wished to be considered for a further 
grant, had to re-apply for consideration.  The grant did not roll-over on an automatic basis.

Prior to the closure of the Motorised Transport Grant scheme in February 2013, approxi-
mately 300 persons per annum qualified for a grant, at an estimated cost of €1.3 million per 
annum.  There are no plans for its replacement.

With regard to the proposals for a new Health (Transport Support) Bill, the Deputy may be 
aware that my colleague, the Minister for Health and I, brought a Memorandum to Government 
on proposals for a new Transport Support Payment Scheme.  Following consideration of the 
matter, it was decided to withdraw the Memorandum from the Cabinet Agenda at that time.  I 
intend to revert to Government in due course with revised proposals to reflect the discussions 
at that Cabinet meeting and further discussions between myself and Minister Harris on the best 
way to progress the Transport Scheme.

It is important to note that the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers scheme, operated 
by the Revenue Commissioners, remains in place.  This scheme provides VRT and VAT relief, 
an exemption from road tax and a fuel grant to drivers and passengers with a disability, who 
qualify under the relevant criteria set out in governing regulations made by the Minister for 
Finance. Specifically adapted vehicles driven by persons with a disability are also exempt from 
payment of tolls on national roads and toll bridges. Transport Infrastructure Ireland has respon-
sibility for this particular scheme.

There are improvements in access to a range of transport support schemes available to 
persons with disabilities in the State and on-going work is being carried out by Government 
Departments, agencies and transport providers to further improve access to public transport ser-
vices. Under the National Disability Inclusion Strategy, the Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport has responsibility for the continued development of accessibility and availability of 
public transport for people with a disability.
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21/05/2019WRO04700Respite Care Services Provision

21/05/2019WRO04800333. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide respite care 
at another facility for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21356/19]

21/05/2019WRO04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRP00200Health Services

21/05/2019WRP00300334. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the devel-
opment of the remuneration and reimbursement scheme; if the scheme will reopen to new ap-
plicants; if so, when the scheme will reopen; the number availing of the scheme by community 
healthcare organisation, CHO; if there is a waiting list for new applicants; if so, the number on 
the waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21358/19]

21/05/2019WRP00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

21/05/2019WRP00500Hospital Appointments Status

21/05/2019WRP00600335. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive a hospital appointment. [21363/19]

21/05/2019WRP00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
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respond to the Deputy directly.

21/05/2019WRP00800Medical Card Eligibility

21/05/2019WRP00900336. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if a full medical card is still 
in date in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21366/19]

21/05/2019WRP01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRP01100Nursing Staff Remuneration

21/05/2019WRP01200337. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking in conjunction 
with the HSE to increase levels of pay in the nursing sector; the steps being taken to increase the 
payscale for newly qualified nurses; and his views on whether current payscale rates are causing 
a large portion of graduates to seek employment overseas and thus denying hospitals here of 
highly trained personnel. [21367/19]

21/05/2019WRP01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The recent Labour Court recommendations 
in relation to the nurses dispute and the new Enhanced Practice Nurse/Midwife contract will see 
the financial position of nurses and midwives improve and should  help to both recruit and re-
tain nurses in  the public health service.   I welcome the fact that the the INMO membership 
voted 62% in favour of accepting these recommendations and the new contract.   

In relation to pay, the new Enhanced Practice Nurse and Midwife contract will deliver sal-
ary improvements for those that migrate to this new role range from between 2% - 11%.  The 
Enhanced Nurse / Midwife Practice salary scale ranges between €35,806 to €47,201.  The 
agreement will see improvements to a range of allowances, their extension to additional nurses 
and midwives, and a new allowance for those in medical surgical wards up to the maximum full 
year cost of €10m.  It also includes a commitment to increase the number of Advanced Nurse 
Practitioners to a minimum of 2% of the nursing workforce. 

The HSE are currently working on a plan to deliver the implementation of the agreement.

21/05/2019WRP01400Health Screening Programmes

21/05/2019WRP01500338. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he has received a report from 
an organisation (details supplied) on expanding the newborn screening process to include very 
rare diseases; if proposals are being examined in relation to same; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [21374/19]

21/05/2019WRP01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Office has received correspondence 
directing my attention to a petition to extend the newborn screening programme and which is 
hosted on the www.myuplift.ie website.

Currently all newborn babies (between 3 and 5 days old)  are offered newborn bloodspot 
screening (generally known as the ‘heel prick’) through their parents/guardians for eight very 
rare conditions that are treatable if detected early in life.
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These include:

- cystic fibrosis

- congenital hypothyroidism

- phenylketonuria

- classical galactosaemia

- MCADD (medium-chain acyl-CoA dehydrogenase deficiency)

- homocystinuria

- maple syrup urine disease

- glutaric aciduria type 1 

The most recent expansion of the programme occurred on 3rd December 2018 when screen-
ing for Medium Chain Acyl-CoA Dehydrogenase Deficiency (MCADD) and Glutaric Aciduria 
Type 1 (GA1) commenced.

As per recommendation 5, contained within the Scally Review (2018), a National Screen-
ing Committee will be established and become operational before the end of 2019. This is to 
strengthen the governance, transparency and oversight of any proposed new programmes or 
changes to existing programmes. Similar to the UK National Screening Committee, the Com-
mittee’s role will be to undertake an independent assessment of the evidence for screening for 
a particular condition against internationally accepted criteria and make recommendations ac-
cordingly. 

Any future potential changes to the National Newborn Bloodspot Screening Programme 
will be incorporated as part of the Committee’s work programme.

21/05/2019WRP01700Hospital Appointments Status

21/05/2019WRP01800339. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 190 of 18 April 2019, if a date for optical surgery will be expedited for a person (details 
supplied). [21386/19]

21/05/2019WRP01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am conscious that waiting times are often 
unacceptably long and of the burden that this places on patients and their families. In this regard 
I am committed to improving waiting times for hospital appointments and procedures.

Budget 2019 announced that the Government had further increased investment in tackling 
waiting lists, with funding to the NTPF increasing from €55 million in 2018 to €75 million in 
2019. 

The joint Department of Health/HSE/NTPF Scheduled Care Access Plan 2019 was pub-
lished in March and sets out measures to improve care for patients waiting for scheduled care in 
2019 by reducing waiting times for inpatient, day case and outpatient appointments. 

The Scheduled Care Access Plan is a key pillar of the project plan to deliver on the Ministe-
rial and Department’s 2019 Priority to improve Acute Hospital Waiting Times. The governance 
and oversight structures to oversee NTPF and HSE performance in the delivery against the 
targets set out in the Plan has been expanded to include a Working Group whose remit is to 
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develop initiatives aimed at improving access for patients to scheduled care in a number of high 
volume specialities including Ophthalmology.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

21/05/2019WRP02000Hospital Waiting Lists

21/05/2019WRP02100340. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be called for surgery in Cappagh hospital. [21393/19]

21/05/2019WRP02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

21/05/2019WRP02300Hospital Waiting Lists

21/05/2019WRP02400341. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive surgery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21397/19]

21/05/2019WRP02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
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been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

21/05/2019WRP02600Health Services Reports

21/05/2019WRP02700342. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the status of the working 
group report on the model of care for lymphoedema; the actions that will be carried out follow-
ing same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21409/19]

21/05/2019WRP02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The working group report detailing the pro-
posed model of care for lymphoedema and lipoedema treatment in Ireland has been finalised 
and was published on the HSE website last month. The report is available at:

https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/publications/lymphoedema-model-of-care.pdf. 

The HSE will initiate a 12-month ‘proof of concept’ programme in September this year.  
This programme will consist of:

- an early detection service in the Mater Misericordiae University Hospital, Dublin;

- a community demonstration site in Community Healthcare Organisation 8 (Laois/Offaly);

- the introduction of lymphoedema education into undergraduate programmes; and,

- eLearning modules in lymphoedema awareness for health care practitioners.

21/05/2019WRP02900Medical Products Supply

21/05/2019WRP03000343. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 823 of 26 March 2019, the position regarding the provision of a drug (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21411/19]

21/05/2019WRP03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.  The Act specifies the criteria for decisions on the reim-
bursement of medicines.

The NCPE completed a health technology assessment on 29 August 2018 for Ocrelizumab 
(Ocrevus) for the treatment of adult patients with relapsing forms of multiple sclerosis (RMS). 
It recommended that Ocrelizumab (Ocrevus) not be considered for reimbursement unless cost-
effectiveness can be improved relative to existing treatments.

On 4 October 2018 the NCPE completed its assessment for Ocrelizumab (Ocrevus) for the 
treatment of adult patients with early primary progressive multiple sclerosis (PPMS). It did not 
recommend that Ocrelizumab (Ocrevus) be reimbursed for this indication.  

The HSE is the statutory decision-making body for medicine reimbursement. It will make 
the final decision on whether Ocrelizumab (Ocrevus) will be reimbursed for each of these indi-
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cations, taking into consideration the statutory criteria contained in the 2013 Health Act.

I am advised by the HSE that there has been considerable engagement with the manufac-
turer over the past number of months and that commercial discussions are ongoing. 

21/05/2019WRP03200Nursing Homes Support Scheme Data

21/05/2019WRP03300344. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
awaiting placement under the fair deal scheme; the average waiting time; the number of per-
sons awaiting placement by local health area, in tabular form; and the length of time waiting. 
[21422/19]

21/05/2019WRP03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

21/05/2019WRP03500Nursing Homes Support Scheme Payments

21/05/2019WRP03600345. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the reason pre-fair deal hospital 
patients must pay an additional €2 of their €5 pension increase to the State; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [21423/19]

21/05/2019WRP03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): In March 2019, the 
Minister for Health, with the consent of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, made 
the Health (Residential Support Services Maintenance and Accommodation Contributions) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2019.

The 2019 Regulations adjusted the amount of the weekly maintenance and accommodation 
contribution required to be made, under the Health (Residential Support Services Maintenance 
and Accommodation Contributions) Regulations 2016, by all recipients of “residential support 
services” (as defined in section 67A(1) of the Health Act 1970).  These included a number of 
long-stay nursing home residents who have been in receipt of those nursing home services since 
prior to the commencement of the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (“Fair Deal”) in October 
2009.

The main effect of the 2019 amendments was to increase the contribution rates required 
to be paid by recipients of residential support services, based on each individual’s weekly in-
come, by €2 per week opposite weekly income band increases of €5 per week. The net effect 
of the Regulations, intended to ensure equitable treatment of recipients, was that recipients of 
residential support services, particularly lower income recipients, whether or not in receipt of 
an income increase, retained an extra €3 per week for personal use from their social welfare or 
other income, with effect from 29 March 2019.

On foot of Budget 2019, across-the-board social welfare payment rate increases of €5 per 
week came into operation between 20 March 2019 and 29 March 2019 inclusive.  The rate in-
creases provided for in the 2019 Regulations came into operation on 29 March 2019. 

21/05/2019WRP03800Ambulance Service Data

21/05/2019WRP03900346. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
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tion No. 624 of 8 May 2019, the mileage on each ambulance by location, in tabular form. 
[21428/19]

21/05/2019WRP04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

21/05/2019WRP04100HSE Funding

21/05/2019WRP04200347. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding the HSE 
requested for the drugs budget for 2019; and the amount of new funding requested by the HSE. 
[21429/19]

21/05/2019WRP04300348. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding the HSE 
requested for the drugs budget for 2019 for new medicines. [21430/19]

21/05/2019WRP04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 347 and 
348 together.

The HSE did not request a separate drugs and medicines budget during the 2019 Estimates 
process. However, the National Service Plan 2019 includes a provision of €10m for new drugs 
enabled by an invest to save programme.

21/05/2019WRP04500Community Care

21/05/2019WRP04700349. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the section of the HSE or his 
Department under which social prescribing falls. [21432/19]

21/05/2019WRP04800351. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if funding will be forthcoming 
to roll out social prescribing across the health service in view of the successes of social pre-
scribing in counties Donegal, Waterford and Dublin 8. [21434/19]

21/05/2019WRP04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 349 and 351 together.

At present there is no formal policy or plan for social prescribing in the Department of 
Health.  However, in close collaboration with the Research Services Unit of this Department, 
the HSE is working to strengthen the evidence base for social prescribing through those initia-
tives identified by the Deputy.

As part of the information sought comes under the remit of the HSE, this PQ has been re-
ferred for reply.  We have asked the HSE to reply directly to Deputy. 

21/05/2019WRP05000Community Care

21/05/2019WRP05100350. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if funding will be forthcoming 
to continue to support the Waterford social prescribing service; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21433/19]

21/05/2019WRP05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): Funding of 
€36,220 for the Waterford Social Prescribing Service was provided to Waterford Local Com-
munity Development Committee (LCDC) through Round 2 (2018) of the Healthy Ireland Fund.  
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Arrangements for the third Round of the Healthy Ireland Fund are being finalised by my De-
partment and are due to be communicated to the relevant agencies shortly.  Waterford LCDC 
will be invited to apply for the third Round of the Fund. 

Question No. 351 answered with Question No. 349.

21/05/2019WRP05400Cross-Border Health Services Provision

21/05/2019WRP05500352. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health if an application for fund-
ing under the cross-Border directive for a person (details supplied) in County Cork will be 
reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21442/19]

21/05/2019WRP05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Deputy will be aware that the HSE car-
ries out, under the Cross Border Directive (CBD), the functions of the National Contact Point 
for Cross Border healthcare in Ireland, including reimbursement, and must establish the entitle-
ment of the patient to reimbursement prior to making any reimbursement.  As this is a service 
matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the 
Deputy.

21/05/2019WRQ00200Medicinal Products Reimbursement

21/05/2019WRQ00300353. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the status of freestyle libre being 
available on the long-term illness scheme for persons over 21 years of age and in the short-term 
making it exempt from VAT; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21444/19]

21/05/2019WRQ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

Decisions in relation to taxation policy are a matter for the Minister for Finance & Public 
Expenditure and Reform and the Office of the Revenue Commissioners.

21/05/2019WRQ00500Long-Term Illness Scheme Eligibility

21/05/2019WRQ00600354. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health his plans to update the criteria for 
the long term illness card (details supplied). [21448/19]

21/05/2019WRQ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The LTI Scheme was established under Sec-
tion 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended). The conditions covered by the LTI are: acute 
leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person under 16); cystic fibro-
sis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes mellitus; parkinson-
ism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; and conditions aris-
ing from the use of thalidomide.

Under the LTI Scheme, patients receive drugs, medicines, and medical and surgical appli-
ances directly related to the treatment of their illness, free of charge.

There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the Scheme at this time. How-
ever, I wish to inform the Deputy that the LTI Scheme will be included as part of a review of the 
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current eligibility framework, including the basis for existing hospital and medication charges, 
to be carried out under commitments given in the Sláintecare Implementation Strategy.

For people who are not eligible for the LTI Scheme, there are other arrangements which 
protect them from excessive medicine costs.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €124 a month 
towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the cost 
burden for families and individuals with ongoing expenditure on medicines.

People who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services 
for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card. In the assessment pro-
cess, the HSE can take into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family. 

People who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail of a GP visit card, 
which covers the cost of GP consultations.

21/05/2019WRQ00800Cross-Border Health Services Provision

21/05/2019WRQ00900355. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the position regarding 
the submission of a business plan for additional staffing in a service (details supplied); the posi-
tion of the HSE on same; when he expects same will be approved and finalised; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21449/19]

21/05/2019WRQ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy will be aware the manage-
ment of staffing levels for the HSE Cross Border Directive (CBD) office is an operational mat-
ter for the HSE.  My understanding is that a business case for increased staffing levels has been 
made by the CBD office and is under consideration within the relevant unit of the HSE.  Given 
that this is an operational matter I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRQ01100Cross-Border Health Services Provision

21/05/2019WRQ01200356. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the turnaround times 
for cross border directive applications; the average time it is taking for each application to be 
finalised in full; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21450/19]

21/05/2019WRQ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

I also refer the Deputy to the reply issued to his Parliamentary Question number 21449 on 
the same matter.

21/05/2019WRQ01400HSE Properties

21/05/2019WRQ01500357. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if the HSE property manage-
ment division for Kilkenny city will examine its portfolio of properties to determine if it can 
assist an organisation (details supplied) in establishing a base for its activity. [21455/19]

21/05/2019WRQ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the management of the healthcare property estate, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to you in relation to this matter.
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21/05/2019WRQ01700HSE Waiting Lists

21/05/2019WRQ01800358. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the waiting lists for each 
of the services in CHO9 by periods (details supplied) in view of the fact that the HSE was con-
tacted directly for this information but has not responded to date; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [21458/19]

21/05/2019WRQ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
HSE to respond to the Deputy directly. The information that the Deputy is seeking covers every 
service provided by CHO9, and every service area within the HSE will need to respond to the 
Deputy separately. 

21/05/2019WRQ02000Primary Care Centres

21/05/2019WRQ02100359. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health the reason a site for a primary 
care centre at Hassetts Cross, County Limerick was initially approved by the HSE and then re-
jected; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that this contract was subsequently retendered 
and granted to a company comprised of former HSE executives and employees; if his attention 
has been further drawn to the fact that the successful company does not own the sites indicated 
and that neither of them are currently for sale; if the successful tender by the company meets 
the tender criteria in particular that its supporting doctors’ patients must be primarily resident 
within the designated area; if he will direct the HSE to publish a list of the supporting doctors; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21459/19]

21/05/2019WRQ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRQ02300Services for People with Disabilities

21/05/2019WRQ02400360. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment to attend the National Rehabilitation Centre; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21461/19]

21/05/2019WRQ02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRQ02600Health Services

21/05/2019WRQ02700361. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an application 
by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21462/19]
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21/05/2019WRQ02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

21/05/2019WRQ02900Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

21/05/2019WRQ03000362. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health when a child (details supplied) 
can expect to receive an appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21472/19]

21/05/2019WRQ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRQ03200HSE Expenditure

21/05/2019WRQ03300363. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the amount paid for nursing 
care services provided to the HSE from companies (details supplied) in each of the past five 
years; the amount paid by a centre over the same period to each of the companies; the procure-
ment process used in each case; the date each company was reviewed in terms of cost; the 
hourly rate paid to agency staff in this sector; the figure compared to the hourly rate paid to the 
companies involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21475/19]

21/05/2019WRQ03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

21/05/2019WRQ03500HSE Staff

21/05/2019WRQ03600364. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if the staff located at a centre 
(details supplied) have agreed to a redeployment within the HSE; if each staff member has been 
given details of their original contract; if his Department will sanction a redundancy package 
for an employee that cannot be redeployed or that does not want to option of being redeployed; 
if the centre has consulted with the HSE on the issue of redundancy; if his Department is in-
volved in these discussions or consultations; if the person or persons in the centre and the HSE 
will arrange to meet this Deputy and the employees to clarify all of these matters; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21485/19]

21/05/2019WRQ03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

21/05/2019WRQ03800Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

21/05/2019WRQ03900365. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that a child (details supplied) had to spend 110 days in hospital awaiting the provi-
sion of the correct type of wheelchair thus incurring costs in maintaining them in hospital of 
approximately €130,000 in comparison to the cost of the wheelchair; and if consideration will 
be given to having two separate funding streams, for wheelchairs appliances, respectively, thus 
ensuring that those in urgent need of specialised wheelchairs do not have to wait resulting in 
serious medical conditions arising. [21488/19]

21/05/2019WRQ04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
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ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRQ04100Hospital Waiting Lists

21/05/2019WRQ04200366. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
will be called for an urgent surgical procedure. [21489/19]

21/05/2019WRQ04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

21/05/2019WRQ04400Hospital Appointments Administration

21/05/2019WRQ04500367. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if the number of outpatient 
appointments provided and then cancelled in respect of a person (details supplied) will be in-
vestigated with a view to clarifying the position. [21490/19]

21/05/2019WRQ04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRQ04700Services for People with Disabilities

21/05/2019WRQ04800368. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if he will meet with the Rehab 
Group on an ongoing basis to discuss its financial difficulties which could result in the ceasing 
of operations in 2020; if funding of €2 million per annum will be provided by the HSE to the 
group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21491/19]

21/05/2019WRQ04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): This Gov-
ernment’s on-going priority is the safeguarding of vulnerable people in the care of the health 
service. We are committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which 
will empower them to live independent lives.

Significant resources have been invested by the health sector in disability services over the 
past number of years. Since this Government took up office, the budget for Disability Services 
has increased by €314 million. This year alone, the Health Service Executive has allocated €1.9 
billion to its Disability Services Programme.

My primary concern is to ensure the continuity of appropriate person-centred disability ser-
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vices is maintained and delivered in an equitable manner consistent with the care and support 
needs of individuals. I want to acknowledge the important services provided by Rehab and the 
commitment of the staff of Rehab to people with a disability and their families.

I am informed by the HSE that the total revenue allocation provided by the HSE to Rehab 
for social services has increased by €8.1 million to €56.1 million in 2019 when compared with 
the allocation in 2016.

Rehab provides a range of services to young people and adults with physical, sensory and 
intellectual disabilities, mental health difficulties, autism, or acquired brain injury. Services are 
co-ordinated through Rehab’s three service delivery divisions, RehabCare, the National Learn-
ing Network and Rehab Enterprises.

Rehab and the HSE have committed to working intensively together with a view to making 
substantive progress in reaching a solution to the issues. 

Rehab have agreed not to issue a notice of termination, pending the conclusion of this inten-
sive work with the HSE. Both I and Minister Harris have committed to a further meeting with 
Rehab and the HSE today.

21/05/2019WRQ05000Healthcare Policy

21/05/2019WRQ05100369. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he has received the report 
from the group set up to examine the public private mix in public hospitals; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [21492/19]

21/05/2019WRQ05200374. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health when the independent review 
group to examine the removal of private practice from public acute hospitals will report; and 
when the report will be published. [21512/19]

21/05/2019WRQ05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 369 and 
374 together.

The Report of the Independent Review Group established to examine private activity in 
public hospitals has been received and is being examined in my Department. It is a compre-
hensive examination of private activity in public hospitals and contains a small number of 
recommendations. When the recommendations have been examined and considered in my De-
partment and by other relevant Government Departments, it is intended to bring proposals to 
Government and to publish the Report thereafter.

21/05/2019WRQ05400Hospital Consultant Recruitment

21/05/2019WRQ05500370. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the status of the recruitment 
of consultants; if the overall vacancy rate is improving; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21493/19]

21/05/2019WRQ05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The number of consultants working in the 
public health service continues to grow year on year. It increased by 119 whole time equiva-
lents or 4% in the year to the end of March 2019. In the five years to the end of March 2019 
the number of consultants has increased by 529 - over 20% - and now stands at 3,110 WTE’s. 

However, the public health service in Ireland operates in a global market for medical spe-
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cialists where there is a world-wide shortage of specialists. There are significant recruitment 
challenges, particularly in filing posts in certain specialties and locations. Many of these vacan-
cies are filled on a locum or agency basis to support service delivery.

The issue has been examined by the Public Sector Pay Commission in relation to consul-
tants.  The Commission found that evidence of recruitment campaigns with very low levels of 
applications was indicative of on-going difficulties in regard to recruitment of consultants.  The 
Commission also acknowledged that the difference in pay between the pre-existing and new 
entrant consultants is greater than for other categories of public servants. Ultimately, the Com-
mission proposed that the Parties to the Public Service Stability Agreement jointly consider 
what further measures could be taken, over time, to address this difficulty.

I have asked the HSE to reply directly to the Deputy in relation to current vacancy rates.

21/05/2019WRQ05700Cancer Screening Programmes

21/05/2019WRQ05800371. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health when he and his officials met 
following the most recent High Court judgment that required absolute certainty in the Cervical-
Check screening programme; the actions he is taking to address the matter; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [21494/19]

21/05/2019WRQ05900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Since the judgement referred to was issued, 
I have had a number of discussions and meetings with officials from my Department regarding 
the potential implications, and the appropriate response. 

My officials and I, in conjunction with the State Claims Agency and the Office of the At-
torney General, are carefully studying the recent High Court judgment in the case referred to. 
It is important that there is careful legal analysis of this judgment as an input to the proper 
assessment of its implications for the health service. Following this, I will take steps to find a 
mechanism to brief health spokespersons or the health committee on the legal advice or ratio-
nale behind any approach I may take.

I am conscious that decisions in relation to this case will impact individual women as well 
as having wider implications. I want to reassure women that the Government is committed to 
ensuring that our life-saving cancer screening programmes can continue to operate to a high 
standard. I believe this objective is widely supported across the floor of this House.

21/05/2019WRR00200Services for People with Disabilities

21/05/2019WRR00300372. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if a child (details supplied) will 
receive adequate speech and language therapy and occupational therapy; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21496/19]

21/05/2019WRR00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
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referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRR00500Advanced Healthcare Directives

21/05/2019WRR00600373. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the status of the work of the 
multidisciplinary working group to assist in the development and preparation of the code of 
practice for the advance healthcare directives; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21506/19]

21/05/2019WRR00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Part 8 of the Assisted Decision-Making (Ca-
pacity) Act 2015 provides a legislative framework for advance healthcare directives (AHDs). 
An AHD is a statement made by a person with capacity setting out his or her will and prefer-
ences regarding treatment decisions that may arise in the future when he or she no longer has 
capacity. 

Section 91 of the Act relates to the development of a code of practice to accompany the 
AHD provisions. On 17 October 2016 I established a multidisciplinary working group to pre-
pare a detailed series of recommendations for the Director of the Decision Support Service 
(DSS), in relation to the code of practice under section 91(2) of the Act. In anticipation of the 
completion of that process, I commenced the remainder of section 91 on 17 December 2018 
[S.I. No. 527 of 2018]. This will enable the Director of the DSS to progress the preparation of 
the code of practice on the AHD provisions, based on the working group’s recommendations, 
and in accordance with the specific process outlined in the Act. The multidisciplinary working 
group submitted its recommendations on the code of practice to the Director of the DSS on 21 
December 2018.

Once completed the final code of practice can be published by the Director with my consent.

The development of the code of practice to accompany the AHD provisions is a key piece 
of work in facilitating the subsequent commencement of Part 8 in its entirety.

  Question No. 374 answered with Question No. 369.

21/05/2019WRR00900Home Care Packages Provision

21/05/2019WRR01000375. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if additional home care hours 
can be provided to persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21519/19]

21/05/2019WRR01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

21/05/2019WRR01200Hospital Appointments Status

21/05/2019WRR01300376. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be expe-
dited for a person (details supplied). [21533/19]

21/05/2019WRR01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
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half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

21/05/2019WRR01500Health Services Provision

21/05/2019WRR01600377. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the position regarding follow-up 
procedures for a person (details supplied). [21550/19]

21/05/2019WRR01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

21/05/2019WRR01800Disability Services Funding

21/05/2019WRR01900378. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the annual HSE budget for full-
time residential care for persons with disabilities nationally. [21557/19]

21/05/2019WRR02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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21/05/2019WRR02100Home Help Service Provision

21/05/2019WRR02200379. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if he will direct the HSE to review 
the level of home help hours in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21559/19]

21/05/2019WRR02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

21/05/2019WRR02400Services for People with Disabilities

21/05/2019WRR02500380. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if the healthcare assessment 
and needs of children suspected of having foetal valproate syndrome will be prioritised; if there 
will be no delays in diagnosis and service provision; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21563/19]

21/05/2019WRR02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRR02700Clinical Trials

21/05/2019WRR02800381. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the clinical trials conducted 
on sodium valproate prior to its licensing in 1975; if no clinical trials were conducted here, the 
international clinical trial data used as the basis for its approval; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21565/19]

21/05/2019WRR02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Products Regulatory Authority 
has advised my Department that it will take some time to compile the information requested by 
the Deputy. I have asked my officials to reply directly to the Deputy as soon as this information 
is available.

21/05/2019WRR03000Speech and Language Therapy Waiting Lists

21/05/2019WRR03100382. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health his plans to reduce the waiting 
list for speech therapy in County Meath from three years. [21566/19]

21/05/2019WRR03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
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which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRR03300Health Services Staff Recruitment

21/05/2019WRR03400383. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health if he will address matters 
regarding the appointment of staff (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21568/19]

21/05/2019WRR03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

21/05/2019WRR03600Departmental Expenditure

21/05/2019WRR03700384. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the amount spent in fees to 
companies (details supplied) by his Department in each of the years 2011 to 2018. [21582/19]

21/05/2019WRR03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The information requested by the Deputy is 
as follows;

PWC

 2012  €18,019.50
KPMG

 2016  €14,145.00
Ernst & Young

 2018  €71,955.00
 2014  €39,444.50
 2013  €79,212.00
 Deloitte

 2018  €121,621.45
 2014  €36,900.00
 2013  €36,900.00

21/05/2019WRR03900Hospital Services

21/05/2019WRR04000385. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the management of Cork University Hospital has cancelled the contract for the 
bone densitometry unit in the hospital and has made alternate arrangements elsewhere with a 
company (details supplied); if public patients will no longer be accommodated in the bone den-
sitometry unit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21591/19]

21/05/2019WRR04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.



21 May 2019

163

21/05/2019WRR04200Cancer Screening Programmes

21/05/2019WRR04300386. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his attention has been drawn to 
the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21593/19]

21/05/2019WRR04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In April 2018, following issues which had 
emerged in relation to the CervicalCheck screening programme, I made the decision to offer 
free out of cycle smears to any woman who was concerned about her health, where her GP felt 
she should have a further test as part of her reassurance.

Approximately 112,000 consultations were provided by GPs, and 57,810 early repeat smear 
tests were provided between the 01 May and 31 December – in other words, about half of the 
consultations resulted in a smear test.

Laboratory turnaround times have increased since that time as a consequence both of the 
57,000 or so out of cycle smears and the increased uptake generally. The CervicalCheck pro-
gramme has agreed with laboratories to prioritise those slides which originate from women who 
attended colposcopy, as this cohort of women are considered to have the most serious need. In 
addition, agreement has been reached with the laboratory with the largest backlog to process 
tests based on a HPV initial testing model; i.e. HPV testing will be carried out on samples prior 
to cytology. I am advised that this approach was chosen as the most effective way to process all 
outstanding tests based on prioritising women most at risk.

The HSE has advised that the natural history of cervical cancer would indicate that the dis-
ease would normally develop over a period of 10 to 15 years. It has said that in this context, a 
delay in the return of cervical screening results, whilst undesirable, is not necessarily dangerous 
and poses a very low risk to women.

In relation to the specific case referred to by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to him.

21/05/2019WRR04500Hospital Facilities

21/05/2019WRR04600387. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce more 
beds in Kerry University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21594/19]

21/05/2019WRR04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As Minister for Health, I recognise that hos-
pitals are increasingly operating at or above capacity, with year-round demand pressures that 
are further challenged over the winter months. 

It is against this background that the Health Service Capacity Review 2018 recommended 
an increase in acute hospital beds of over 2,600 by 2031 to support the projected increase in 
demand for services in the years ahead. The National Development Plan 2018-2027 provides 
for the full 2,600 beds over its lifetime. 

Since 2017, an additional 241 beds have been opened. A Capacity Programme for 2019 has 
been agreed, which provides for the following increases in capacity, as set out in the National 
Service Plan 2019:

- 78 additional beds, including the 40-bed modular build in South Tipperary General Hos-
pital, the 30-bed ward in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital Drogheda, 4 HDU beds in the Mater 
Hospital and 4 HDU beds in Cork University Hospital;  



Questions - Written Answers

164

- 75 acute beds and 70 community beds to come on stream in 2019 as part of the Winter Plan 
2018/19, of which 60 acute beds and 19 community beds have already opened; 

- preparation of 202 beds, including 29 beds in Kerry University Hospital, by quarter 4 2019 
with a view to bringing this extra capacity into operation in the first quarter of 2020.  

- preparation of the proposed opening of a 60-bed modular build in University Hospital 
Limerick.

Steady progress is being made in increasing Bed Capacity with the number of available 
inpatient beds expected to increase to above 11,000 following the investment planned in the 
National Service Plan 2019.

21/05/2019WRR04800Home Care Packages Eligibility

21/05/2019WRR04900388. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if he will consider the abolition 
of a clause (details supplied) in view of the difficulties arising for parents. [21595/19]

21/05/2019WRR05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

21/05/2019WRR05100Ambulance Service Provision

21/05/2019WRR05200389. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health his views on the situation affecting 
the availability of ambulances (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [21623/19]

21/05/2019WRR05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

21/05/2019WRR05400Hospital Appointments Status

21/05/2019WRR05500390. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if a date for surgery will be ex-
pedited for a person (details supplied); the status of same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [21633/19]

21/05/2019WRR05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
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respond to the Deputy directly.

21/05/2019WRS00200Services for People with Disabilities

21/05/2019WRS00300391. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the supports provided for children 
diagnosed with autism in Bray, County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21642/19]

21/05/2019WRS00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRS00500Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

21/05/2019WRS00600392. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
will be assisted in securing an appliance. [21644/19]

21/05/2019WRS00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRS00800Paediatric Services

21/05/2019WRS00900393. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the loco 
parentis rule within paediatric homecare packages; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [21645/19]

21/05/2019WRS01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

21/05/2019WRS01100Nursing Homes Support Scheme

21/05/2019WRS01200394. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the pro-
posed changes to the fair deal scheme taking into account the position of farming assets held by 
persons who are under the scheme; the timeline for the report to be published and implemented; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21650/19]

21/05/2019WRS01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The proposed policy 
change to the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS), to cap contributions based on farm and 
business assets at 3 years where a family successor commits to working the productive asset, 
has been approved by Government. My Department is working on the development of draft 
Heads of Bill while considering a number of complex ancillary policy and operational matters 
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which may need to be addressed in the proposed legislation. 

It is intended that this proposed policy change, the 3 year cap, will be extended to eligible 
existing participants in long term residential care so that they are not disadvantaged, but that 
there would be no retrospective recoupment of contributions for those who have paid contribu-
tions over and above the 3 year period. 

The focus on matters relating to Brexit, including planning and preparing in a legal and 
legislative context, unfortunately delayed progress, however, the General Scheme of a Bill has 
now been drafted and we are currently at a very advanced stage of the internal quality control 
process.  I therefore expect to bring the Heads of Bill to Government shortly. The changes to the 
Scheme will come into effect in 2019 subject to the legislative process.

21/05/2019WRS01400Medical Card Applications

21/05/2019WRS01500395. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if the decision to disallow 
an application for a medical card will be reviewed in the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [21652/19]

21/05/2019WRS01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRS01700Hospital Waiting Lists

21/05/2019WRS01800396. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if a child (details supplied) can 
be admitted for surgery. [21660/19]

21/05/2019WRS01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

21/05/2019WRS02000Hospital Appointments Status

21/05/2019WRS02100397. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health the position regarding medical 
intervention in respect of a child (details supplied) in County Cork. [21663/19]

21/05/2019WRS02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.
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21/05/2019WRS02300Hospital Services

21/05/2019WRS02400398. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if matters regarding Uni-
versity Hospital Kerry will be addressed (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [21684/19]

21/05/2019WRS02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department and I have sought to be 
kept informed of the issues that have arisen in 2017 at the University Hospital Kerry Radiology 
Department on a regular basis. 

Once the issue in UHK was identified, a comprehensive Look-Back Review was conducted, 
and the report of this process provides assurance that the issues have been examined appropri-
ately from a clinical perspective. The final report was released in December 2018, which noted 
that the review included over 46,000 scans and 26,000 patients. The report notes that over 400 
patients were recalled for additional examination. The HSE have confirmed that the Look-back 
Review was conducted in line with the HSE National Policy. 

My Department has been reassured by the South/South West Hospital Group that all pa-
tients have received or are receiving the care they need. I have been assured by the HSE that 
open disclosure has taken place with all affected patients and their families.  

The report made a total of 11 recommendations. The HSE and S/SWHG have also provided 
assurance that the hospital and hospital group recommendations are at an advanced stage of 
implementation. The HSE has also advised that the national recommendations are being con-
sidered and progressed by the Faculty of Radiologists, RCSI. This includes a recommendation 
regarding an acceptable volume of work for an individual radiologist. My department contin-
ues to be informed of the progress of the implementation of the recommendations made in the 
Report. 

I once again wish to express my heartfelt sympathies to the patients and their families. My 
department and I accept that this has been a distressing time for those involved. My priority 
remains ensuring their confidentiality is respected and their care needs are addressed.

21/05/2019WRS02600Respite Care Services Data

21/05/2019WRS02700399. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of tenders received 
for the provision of respite services at a centre (details supplied) with respect to the most recent 
competition for the procurement of the services; the name of the organisation in the case of each 
tender submission received; the respite hours each organisation is willing to provide per week; 
if submissions stipulated a willingness to provide weekend cover; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [21699/19]

21/05/2019WRS02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.  
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As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRS02900Information and Communications Technology

21/05/2019WRS03000400. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if software (details supplied) is 
being used by the HSE; if not, the reason therefore; the cost breakdown for the software; if new 
software has been or will be acquired; his plans regarding same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21734/19]

21/05/2019WRS03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRS03200Health Services Staff Data

21/05/2019WRS03300401. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of staff working 
in the health service in each of the years 2008 to 2018 and to date in 2019, by occupation. 
[21744/19]

21/05/2019WRS03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

21/05/2019WRS03500Health Services Staff Training

21/05/2019WRS03600402. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the reason student nurses are 
now being calculated as one full whole-time equivalent nurse in view of the fact that previously 
they were calculated as a 0.5 whole-time equivalent nurse (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [21745/19]

21/05/2019WRS03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

21/05/2019WRS03800Obesity Strategy

21/05/2019WRS03900403. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the details of the development 
of an annual bulletin or scorecard to evaluate progress in the national obesity plan further to a 
debate in Dáil Éireann (details supplied); when the framework will be finalised; when the quali-
tative assessment of progress in implementing the national obesity policy and action plan will 
be compiled and published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21746/19]

21/05/2019WRS04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): A Healthy 
Weight for Ireland’, the Government’s Obesity Policy and Action Plan (OPAP), was launched 
in September 2016 under the auspices of the Healthy Ireland agenda. 

The OPAP covers a ten year period up to 2025 and aims to reverse obesity trends, prevent 
health complications and reduce the overall burden for individuals, families, the health system, 
and the wider society and economy. Indeed it must be emphasised that every sector of our soci-
ety has a role in reducing the burden of obesity and the OPAP clearly acknowledges this.
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The OPAP policy prescribed ‘Ten Steps Forward’ that would be taken to prevent overweight 
and obesity. A new Obesity Policy Implementation Oversight Group (OPIOG) was established 
in October 2017 and a progress report on each recommendation in the OPAP is currently being 
finalised under the aegis of the OPIOG. It is expected that this progress report will be published 
in the coming weeks.

In relation to the annual bulletin or scorecard to evaluate the progress made with imple-
menting the OPAP, my Department has requested the Health Research Board Centre for Diet 
and Research at University College Cork to develop a framework for this.  It is expected that 
this framework will be finalised before the summer, which will then allow for a qualitative and 
robust assessment of progress with implementing the OPAP to be compiled and published later 
in the year, and on an annual basis thereafter.

21/05/2019WRS04100Hospital Services

21/05/2019WRS04200404. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if he or Ministers of State at 
his Department have visited University Hospital Kerry in view of the developing situation for 
patients who have had their scans missed or misread there; and if not, his plans to visit the hos-
pital.  [21747/19]

21/05/2019WRS04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have sought to be kept informed of the is-
sues that have arisen at the University Hospital Kerry Radiology Department on a regular basis.   

I wish to once again express my heartfelt sympathies to the patients and their families. I 
have been assured open disclosure has taken place with all of the affected patients and their 
families. My absolute priority remains ensuring their confidentiality is respected and their care 
needs are addressed.   

In this respect I have been reassured by the South/South West Hospital Group that all pa-
tients have received or are receiving the care they need.

In relation to visiting the hospital, in December, I was pleased to meet with Deputies from 
Kerry to discuss University Hospital Kerry (UHK) and other healthcare services in the area. At 
the meeting, I accepted an invitation to visit the hospital and some local health projects, and I 
hope to be in a position to do this in the coming months.

21/05/2019WRS04400Hospital Overcrowding

21/05/2019WRS04500405. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the measures he is taking to 
increase capacity in view of the continuous overcrowding at University Hospital Limerick; and 
if additional capacity in Ennis Hospital and surrounding hospitals will be utilised to reduce 
pressure on the hospital. [21748/19]

21/05/2019WRS04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I wish to acknowledge the distress over-
crowded Emergency Departments cause to patients, their families and frontline staff working 
in very challenging working conditions in hospitals throughout the country. 

The hospital system is currently operating at close to full capacity. The Emergency Depart-
ment in University Hospital Limerick is one of the busiest in the country, with the number of 
patients attending growing year on year.

Limerick was identified as one of the 9 sites requiring additional investment, focus and 
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support as part of this year’s Winter Plan. Managing the increasing demand for health services 
requires a full system, patient focused response. Recognising this, in the Winter Plan, the HSE 
sought to maximise the use of existing resources across hospital groups and CHOs and to target 
additional investment at both hospital and community services and supports. 

Since 2017, an additional 25 beds have opened in Limerick, including 8 as part of this year’s 
Winter Plan. 

A capital budget of €19.5 million has been approved for the provision of a modular 60-bed 
inpatient ward block at UHL, with funding of €10 million allocated in 2019. Enabling works 
commenced in March 2019, and the HSE advise that the main works are expected to start at the 
end of May 2019. 

In addition, the National Development Plan includes a 96-bed replacement ward block in 
Limerick and capital funding was provided in 2018 to progress the design phase of this project.

The HSE have advised that the review of the Winter Plan currently underway will include 
an independent expert review of clinical, analytical and management capability in University 
Hospital Limerick and CHO Mid-West and the other 8 individual focus sites and their relevant 
CHOs.

UL Hospitals Group has undergone significant reorganisation in recent years to deliver 
healthcare reform.  There is an increased focus on the smaller hospitals managing routine or 
planned care locally and providing step down, in-patient care to alleviate the pressure on UHL.    

With regard to the operational actions at hospital and Group level to maximise the use of bed 
capacity across the Group, I have asked the HSE to reply directly to you on this matter.

21/05/2019WRS04700Dental Services Provision

21/05/2019WRS04800406. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a dental proce-
dure for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21749/19]

21/05/2019WRS04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRS05000Medical Card Eligibility

21/05/2019WRS05100407. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health if he will reverse the reduction 
in the income threshold for persons over 70 years of age applying for the medical card, which 
came into effect from 1 January 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21750/19]

21/05/2019WRS05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive (HSE) issues 
income guidelines to assist in determining entitlement to medical cards / GP visit cards. Any 
revision to the income thresholds must have regard for Government policy, increases in the 
Consumer Price Index and other issues which may be relevant.  

While there are no plans at present to revise the income thresholds for medical cards, it is 
vitally important that the medical card system is responsive and sensitive to people’s needs. In 
that regard my Department keeps medical card issues, including existing thresholds under con-
stant review.  The gross medical card limits for the over 70’s, which are currently €500 gross 
income per week for a single person and €900 gross income per week for a couple, are reviewed 
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annually in line with the Consumer Price Index. It is important to note that if a persons ‘s sole 
income is derived from a social welfare payment, even where this payment is in excess of the 
current income thresholds, the persons will be awarded a medical card. 

In addition, the Deputy may be aware, that from August 2015 all persons aged 70 or over 
qualify for a GP visit card, regardless of income.

21/05/2019WRS05300Medicinal Products Availability

21/05/2019WRS05400408. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if the HSE Leadership 
Team met on 14 May 2019 to consider additional information submitted by the manufacturer 
of the drug Spinraza; and when the team will make a final decision on the reimbursement of the 
drug based on this information. [21754/19]

21/05/2019WRS05500452. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health the outcome of the HSE Leader-
ship Team meeting on 14 May 2019 with respect to the issue of Spinraza; and when the drug 
will be made available to those that need it. [22020/19]

21/05/2019WRS05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 408 and 
452 together.  

Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory 
responsibility for the pricing and reimbursement of the community drug schemes; therefore, the 
matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRS05700Medicinal Products Reimbursement

21/05/2019WRS05800409. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if a medical device (details sup-
plied) is covered under the drug reimbursement scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21756/19]

21/05/2019WRS05900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRT00200Medical Card Applications

21/05/2019WRT00300410. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if and when a medical card 
will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [21758/19]

21/05/2019WRT00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRT00500Physiotherapy Provision

21/05/2019WRT00600411. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will be called for therapy; the reason for the delay in same; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [21791/19]
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21/05/2019WRT00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

21/05/2019WRT00800Home Help Service Provision

21/05/2019WRT00900412. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health if consideration will be 
given to providing additional home help hours for a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21798/19]

21/05/2019WRT01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

21/05/2019WRT01100Home Help Service Provision

21/05/2019WRT01200413. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health if consideration will be 
given to providing additional home help hours for a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21799/19]

21/05/2019WRT01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

21/05/2019WRT01400Home Help Service Data

21/05/2019WRT01500414. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on 
the waiting list for a home support service in each area of CHO2; the number of persons on a 
waiting list for an increase in home support hours in each area of CHO2; the number waiting for 
periods (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21800/19]

21/05/2019WRT01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

21/05/2019WRT01700Hospitals Capital Programme

21/05/2019WRT01800415. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if the funding for the 
proposed 50 bed unit for Portiuncula Hospital is ring-fenced in view of the overspend for the 
national children’s hospital; and the timeframe for the delivery of the unit. [21803/19]

21/05/2019WRT01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department is continuing to work with 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the Health Service Executive in a pro-
cess to finalise as soon as possible a multi-annual Capital Plan for the HSE, which will include 
capital projects to be funded in 2019 and beyond, having regard to the available capital fund-
ing and the number of large national capital projects currently under way.  The availability of 
funding determines the timeframe for the delivery of capital projects such as the proposed 50 
bed replacement ward block at Portiuncula Hospital.  I understand that planning permission 
has been received and that tender documents are being prepared with a view to progressing the 
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procurement process for an enabling works contract.

21/05/2019WRT02000HSE Staff Recruitment

21/05/2019WRT02100416. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the status in relation 
to the recruitment of a key worker for teenagers with physical sensory disabilities for County 
Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21811/19]

21/05/2019WRT02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRT02300Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

21/05/2019WRT02400417. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health the waiting time for patients 
who are waiting on an appointment with the child and adolescent mental health services in 
County Kildare. [21816/19]

21/05/2019WRT02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

21/05/2019WRT02600Hospital Appointments Status

21/05/2019WRT02700418. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
can expect an appointment. [21818/19]

21/05/2019WRT02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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Question No. 419 answered with Question No. 331.

21/05/2019WRT03000Primary Care Centres Provision

21/05/2019WRT03100420. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of a pri-
mary care centre for Tullow, County Carlow. [21842/19]

21/05/2019WRT03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of public healthcare services and infrastructure projects, I have asked the 
HSE to respond directly to you in relation to this matter.

21/05/2019WRT03300Hospital Waiting Lists

21/05/2019WRT03400421. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal can expect a MRI scan to be carried out at Galway University Hospi-
tal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21845/19]

21/05/2019WRT03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

21/05/2019WRT03600Hospital Waiting Lists

21/05/2019WRT03700422. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
in County Donegal is on the routine or urgent waiting list for a knee operation to be carried out 
in Letterkenny University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21855/19]

21/05/2019WRT03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
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are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

21/05/2019WRT03900Hospital Waiting Lists

21/05/2019WRT04000423. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal will receive a date for a knee operation to be carried out in Letter-
kenny University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21856/19]

21/05/2019WRT04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

21/05/2019WRT04200Medicinal Products Reimbursement

21/05/2019WRT04300424. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health if reimbursement of Free-
Style Libre flash glucose monitoring systems pursuant to recommendation 2 of the health tech-
nology assessment group advice note 2017/001 was considered; if so, the decision made; when 
the decision was made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21859/19]

21/05/2019WRT04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRT04500Long-Term Illness Scheme Eligibility

21/05/2019WRT04600425. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if fibromyalgia will be included 
on the long-term illness card scheme in view of the fact that the condition is now recognised as 
same in Northern Ireland. [21861/19]

21/05/2019WRT04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The LTI Scheme was established under Sec-
tion 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended).  The conditions covered by the LTI are: acute 
leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person under 16); cystic fibro-
sis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes mellitus; parkinson-
ism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; and conditions aris-
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ing from the use of thalidomide.

Under the LTI Scheme, patients receive drugs, medicines, and medical and surgical appli-
ances directly related to the treatment of their illness, free of charge.

There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the Scheme at this time.  How-
ever, I wish to inform the Deputy that the LTI Scheme will be included as part of a review of the 
current eligibility framework, including the basis for existing hospital and medication charges, 
to be carried out under commitments given in the Sláintecare Implementation Strategy.

For people who are not eligible for the LTI Scheme, there are other arrangements which 
protect them from excessive medicine costs.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €124 a month 
towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines.  The scheme significantly reduces the cost 
burden for families and individuals with ongoing expenditure on medicines.

People who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services 
for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card. In the assessment pro-
cess, the HSE can take into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family.

People who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail of a GP visit card, 
which covers the cost of GP consultations.

21/05/2019WRT04800Departmental Communications

21/05/2019WRT04900426. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the date and time of all meetings, 
consultations and correspondence, and the purposes of each, between Ministers or officials and 
a person (details supplied) since the person undertook work in relation to CervicalCheck; if 
similar information will be provided regarding meetings between HSE officials and the person 
for the same time period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21862/19]

21/05/2019WRT05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Since the Scoping Inquiry into the Cervical-
Check screening programme was established in May 2018, I along with officials from my De-
partment met with Dr Scally on a number of occasions.  These included meetings on 11/6/2018 
and 10/9/2018, regarding his First and Progress Reports and his Final Report, respectively; 
10/10/2018 relating to the supplementary report which Dr Scally was requested to undertake 
and implementation of his recommendations; and 31/1/2019 in the context of a meeting with 
members of the 221+ Patient Advocacy Group.

Officials from my Department also met with Dr Scally in person or by telecon on 24 May, 
12 July, 8 August, 28 August, 20 November, 17 December 2018 and 14 February 2019.  These 
meetings related to Dr Scally’s work at various stages, including facilitating the work of the 
inquiry, updates on the progress of the work and engaging with Dr Scally in assessing the work 
under way to implement his recommendations.

In addition to the above meetings, Dr Scally has written to me or to Departmental officials 
on a number of occasions including 8/5/2018, 16/5/2018, 22/5/2018, 30/5/2018; 12/6/2018; 
8/8/2018, 23/8/2018, 31/8/2018; 1/1/2018, 26/11/2018, 30/11/2018; 15/2/2019, 2/5/2019.  Cor-
respondence related to practical issues including estimated costs, invoices, declaration of inter-
ests; requests for documents for the purposes of his inquiry; and substantive matters relating to 
the progress and implementation of his work.
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I or my officials have written to Dr Scally on 17/5/2018, 21/5/2018, 22/5/2018; 1/6/2018, 
7/6/2018, 18/6/2018, 19/6/2018, 22/6/2018; 6/7/2018, 9/7/2018, 16/7/2018, 18/7/2018; 
30/8/2018; 25/10/2018; and 27/11/2018.  Correspondence related to practical matters such as 
indemnification of various members of the inquiry team and invoicing arrangements; provision 
of documents for the inquiry; and substantive matters relating to his work including terms of 
reference and implementation of recommendations.

As set out in the Final Report of the Scoping Inquiry into the CervicalCheck Screening Pro-
gramme, in completing this Report Dr Scally or his team also interviewed key personnel from 
organisations concerned, including the Department of Health.

It is not possible in the time available to confirm that the above is an exhaustive list of all 
meetings and correspondence, but it does represent the factual position as established in the 
time available.

In relation to the Deputy’s query regarding meetings between HSE officials and Dr Scally, 
I have asked the HSE to respond to him directly.

21/05/2019WRT05100Home Help Service Provision

21/05/2019WRT05200427. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health if suitable homecare hours will 
be made available to a person (details supplied). [21868/19]

21/05/2019WRT05300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

21/05/2019WRT05400Services for People with Disabilities

21/05/2019WRT05500428. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the 2019 current funding deficit for 
section 39 disability organisations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21870/19]

21/05/2019WRT05600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRU00200Disability Services Funding

21/05/2019WRU00300429. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the amount in advance loans funding 
given to an organisation (details supplied) by the HSE in each of the past five years; the purpose 
of the funding; the reason the funding is not provided as part of the normal service agreement 
with the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21871/19]
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21/05/2019WRU00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRU00500Disability Services Funding

21/05/2019WRU00600430. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number and value of loans that 
have been advanced to each section 39 disability organisation since 2014, in tabular form; the 
reason for such loans; the reason the funding is not being provided as part of the HSE service 
agreement with these organisations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21872/19]

21/05/2019WRU00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRU00800Departmental Meetings

21/05/2019WRU00900431. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the date, attendees and purpose of 
all meetings between his Department and RehabCare since 1 May 2016; and the date, attendees 
and purpose of all meetings between the HSE and RehabCare since 1 May 2016. [21873/19]

21/05/2019WRU01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I set out 
hereunder details regarding the attendees and purpose of all meetings between my Department 
and RehabCare since 1 May 2016. I have requested the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy 
regarding the date, attendees and purpose of all meetings between the HSE and RehabCare 
since 1 May 2016

Meeting 13th December 2016 to discuss Disability Services, Wage Subsidy Scheme and 
Ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

  Attendees:   

Minister for Disabilities, Finian Mc Grath.

Rehab: Mo Flynn, Sonya Felton ,Kathleen O Meara.

Irish Wheelchair Association: Rosemary Keogh. 
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Dept of Health: Claire Collins.

Dept of Social Protection: Ciaran Diamond. 

Meeting 23rd February 2017 to discuss Rehab Group’s Five Year Strategic Plan

Attendees:   

Minister for Health, Simon Harris. 

Rehab: Kathleen O’Meara, Sonya Felton.  

HSE : Marion Meany.  

Department of Health:  Grainne Duffy , Eimear Walshe &Tom Monks.

Meeting 7th May 2019 to discuss Rehab Operational and Financial Stability

  Attendees:   

Ministers: Simon Harris, Minister for Health, Finian McGrath, Minister for Disabilities.

Rehab: Jimmy Tolan, Mo Flynn & Kathleen O Meara.

Ministerial Advisor: Joanne Lonergan, Minister Harris’ Advisor.

HSE: Dean Sullivan, Pat Healy & David Walsh.

Dept of An Taoiseach : Philip O Callaghan.

Dept of Health Officials : Kathleen MacLellan, Dave O’Connor & Maurice O’Donnell 

  Meeting 15th May 2019 to discuss Rehab Operational and Financial Stability

Ministers: Simon Harris, Minister for Health, Finian McGrath, Minister for Disabilities.

Rehab: Jimmy Tolan, Mo Flynn, & Kathleen O Meara. 

HSE: Dean Sullivan, Pat Healy & David Walsh. 

Ministerial Advisors: Joanne Lonergan, Minister Harris’ Advisor; Gerry Maguire, Minister 
McGrath’s Advisor.

Dept of An Taoiseach : Philip O Callaghan. 

Dept of Health Officials : Patsy Carr, Susan Scally.

21/05/2019WRU01100Primary Care Centres

21/05/2019WRU01200432. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the status of services in Cappoquin 
health centre since the departure of the regular general practitioner there; the status of all patient 
records in the centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21874/19]

21/05/2019WRU01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.
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21/05/2019WRU01400Medicinal Products Reimbursement

21/05/2019WRU01500433. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if a product (details 
supplied) will be placed on the list of medications that are covered under the medical card. 
[21878/19]

21/05/2019WRU01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the pricing and reimburse-
ment of medicines; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct 
reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRU01700Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

21/05/2019WRU01800434. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the reason the centre of excel-
lence promised for the Ennis region after the downgrading of Ennis and Nenagh hospitals has 
not been delivered; when it will be delivered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21887/19]

21/05/2019WRU01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

21/05/2019WRU02000Hospital Services

21/05/2019WRU02100435. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the process which was under-
taken before the downgrading of Ennis and Nenagh hospitals to ensure that University Hospital 
Limerick would have the necessary capacity to cope with the centralisation of emergency care 
in the region. [21888/19]

21/05/2019WRU02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

21/05/2019WRU02300Hospital Overcrowding

21/05/2019WRU02400436. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health his views on the research of a 
person (details supplied) which estimates that as many as 350 patients die each year as a direct 
result of overcrowding in hospitals; and the reason no perceived discernible action is being 
taken to combat hospital overcrowding. [21889/19]

21/05/2019WRU02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Ireland is seeing a growing demand for un-
scheduled care, which is evident from the increased pressures on hospital Emergency Depart-
ments (EDs), particularly during peak periods such as winter.

Since the commencement of the Winter Plan 2018/2019 on 1 December, there was a 6.3% 
increase in ED attendances from the 1 December to the 31 March 2019 compared to the same 
period last winter, but a 13% reduction in the number of people counted on trolleys.

In addition to the optimisation of existing resources, the HSE invested an additional €30 
million specifically in winter initiatives. The HSE Winter Plan sought to ensure that the health 
system was as prepared as possible for the increase in demand on services over the winter 
months, within existing capacity and financial parameters.
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The HSE are currently undertaking a review of performance across all Hospital Groups and 
Community Health Organisations (CHO’s) over the winter period. The review will consider 
planning, implementation and performance at Group and CHO level.

The existing HSE review of winter 2018/2019 will be extended to include an Expert Review 
and Analysis of ED activity and relative performance of sites. In this context, the HSE’s initial 
focus will be on the 9 individual focus sites and their relevant CHOs as well as comparative 
performance with a number of other sites that performed well in 2018/2019.

Nationally, between January and March 2019, the number of patients recorded as waiting on 
trolleys in acute hospitals nationally at 8am was 28,962, a decrease of 4,050 (12.3%) compared 
to the same period in 2018 (33,012).

The HSE’s provisional figures show 9,708 people were recorded on trolleys in the month of 
April which was 0.8% lower than March (9,789) of this year.

It is important to put the trolley figures in context. The hospital system is currently operating 
at close to full capacity. The number of patients attending Emergency Departments continues 
to increase year on year, with approximately 1.3 million attendances in 2018, up 3.5% on 2017. 
This reflects increasing demand for unscheduled care, especially by patients in the 75 and over 
age group. 

The Health Service Capacity Review published last year was crystal clear on the need for 
a major investment in additional capacity in both hospital and community – combined with a 
wide scale reform of the manner and the location of where health services are provided.

As set out in Sláintecare, moving care options for patients closer to their homes and into 
their local communities is a key part of the solution.

Increasing capacity is a priority for Government. An additional 241 acute hospital beds 
opened under the Winter Initiative 2017/2018, and the National Service Plan for 2019 provides 
for a comprehensive capacity programme. A capacity programme for 2019 has been agreed, 
which provides for the following increases in capacity:

- 78 additional beds, including a 40-bed modular build in South Tipperary General Hospital, 
and a 30-bed ward in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital Drogheda;

- 75 acute beds and 70 community beds as part of the Winter Plan;

- preparation of 202 beds by quarter 4 2019 with a view to bringing this extra capacity into 
operation in the first quarter of 2020;

- preparation of the proposed opening of a 60-bed modular build in University Hospital 
Limerick.

The number of available inpatient beds is expected to increase to above 11,000 following 
the investment planned in the National Service Plan 2019.

21/05/2019WRU02600Hospital Services

21/05/2019WRU02700437. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if all additional capacity in the 
Limerick, Clare and Tipperary region will be considered to relieve the pressure on University 
Hospital Limerick (details supplied). [21890/19]
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21/05/2019WRU02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Emergency Department in UHL is one 
of the busiest in the country, with the number of patients attending growing year on year. UHL 
was identified as one of the 9 sites requiring additional investment, focus and support as part 
of this year’s Winter Plan. The problem of overcrowding in hospitals requires a full system, 
patient focused response. Recognising this, in the Winter Plan, the HSE sought to maximise the 
use of existing resources across hospital groups and CHOs and to target additional investment 
at both hospital and community services and supports. 

Increasing capacity is a priority for the Government. Since 2017, an additional 25 beds have 
opened in UHL, including 8 as part of this year’s Winter Plan.

The Capacity Programme for 2019 provides for the following increases to capacity, as set 
out in the National Service Plan 2019:

- 78 additional beds, including a 40-bed modular build in South Tipperary General Hospital, 
and a 30-bed ward in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital Drogheda;

- 75 acute beds and 70 community beds as part of the Winter Plan, of which 60 acute beds 
and 19 community beds have already opened;

- preparation of 202 beds by quarter 4 2019 with a view to bringing this extra capacity into 
operation in the first quarter of 2020;

- preparation of the proposed opening of a 60-bed modular build in University Hospital 
Limerick.

Funding has been provided in the National Service Plan 2019 to facilitate the opening of the 
modular build at South Tipperary General Hospital. The HSE advise that €4.5 million for 2019 
has been ring-fenced for this development to be ready for operational use by the end of Q3 2019 
and that staff recruitment is underway. 

Furthermore, a capital budget of €19.5 million has been approved for the provision of a 
modular 60-bed inpatient ward block at UHL, with funding of €10 million allocated in 2019. 
Enabling works commenced in March 2019, and the HSE advise that the main works are ex-
pected to start at the end of May 2019.

In addition, the National Development Plan includes a 96-bed replacement ward block in 
Limerick and capital funding was provided in 2018 to progress the design phase of this project.

Finally, the HSE have advised that the review of the Winter Plan currently underway will 
include an independent expert review of clinical, analytical and management capability in Uni-
versity Hospital Limerick and CHO Mid-West and the other 8 individual focus sites and their 
relevant CHOs.

In relation to the particular query, as to whether all additional capacity in the Limerick, 
Clare and Tipperary region will be considered to alleviate the pressure on UHL, I have asked 
the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

21/05/2019WRU02900Dietician Service Provision

21/05/2019WRU03000438. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if access to a dietician will 
be provided for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21891/19]
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21/05/2019WRU03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

21/05/2019WRU03200Coroners Service

21/05/2019WRU03300439. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the body to which concerned fami-
lies can refer for accountability in circumstances in which a post mortem report contains serious 
inaccuracies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21899/19]

21/05/2019WRU03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A coroner is an independent official with 
legal responsibility for the investigation of sudden and unexplained deaths. Coroners are ap-
pointed for particular districts within a local authority area by the local authority (the coroner 
for the Dublin district is appointed by the Minister for Justice and Equality). While the coroner 
system is subject to the general supervision of the Minister, coroners are independent in their 
function. The principal legislation that governs the role and responsibilities of coroners is the 
Coroners Act 1962 as amended.

21/05/2019WRU03500Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

21/05/2019WRU03600440. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of medical equip-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21918/19]

21/05/2019WRU03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRU03800Hospital Acquired Infections

21/05/2019WRU03900441. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to a 
recent case of CPE on a children’s ward in University Hospital Limerick; and his views on the 
fact that the hospital is not fully equipped to prevent the spread of CPE in view of this latest 
case. [21966/19]

21/05/2019WRU04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The prevention and control of healthcare as-
sociated infections (HCAIs) and Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) has been a significant patient 
safety and public health priority for the Department of Health for numerous years. The activi-
ties to address this are outlined in Ireland’s National Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance, 
2017-2018, which was published in October 2017.  

Over the last eighteen months, a number of measures have been put in place through the 
work of the National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET):

- The HSE has implemented strong governance arrangements for healthcare associated in-
fections (HCAIs) and AMR. 

- The Health Protection Surveillance Centre has also driven enhanced surveillance of 
HCAIs, including the production of monthly surveillance reports on CPE. 

- The Department of Health has provided additional funding for prioritised posts in both the 
acute and community sectors to build capacity or infection prevention and control. These have 
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included posts for the national antimicrobial resistance team, additional posts for laboratory/
screening activities, and infection prevention and control teams including posts for University 
Hospital Limerick. 

- A suite of publicly available guidance documents have been developed by the Expert 
Group convened by the NPHET which provide expert advice to hospitals and the community 
health care services regarding actions that should be taken regarding CPE screening and control 
of spread of CPE. 

- A dedicated HSE communications resource and website with focused information and 
education tools is in place. 

While the number of newly diagnosed CPE patients has slightly increased, this is in the 
context of substantially increased screening activity over the past year. 

The Department, in recognising the challenges of CPE for the health system, dedicated 
funding for HCAIs/AMR in 2018, which provides for a full year cost of €2 million. This in-
cluded resourcing for University Hospital Limerick.  A further €5 million has been allocated in 
2019. The HSE has prioritised work programmes for this funding in line with HCAI/AMR risk. 
A number of posts are now in place and recruitment continues.  

The Department will continue to engage with the HSE and other stakeholders to ensure that 
AMR, HCAIs and CPE in particular remain a priority. 

Regarding the specific case the Deputy has referred to, I have requested that the HSE reply 
directly.

21/05/2019WRU04100National Lottery Funding Data

21/05/2019WRU04200442. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health if funding from the National 
Lottery to organisations supporting polio survivors has been cut; if so, the reason therefor; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [21972/19]

21/05/2019WRU04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department administered a National 
Lottery Discretionary Fund up to and including 2016 from which once-off grants were paid to 
community and voluntary organisations providing a range of health related services. My De-
partment no longer operates a National Lottery Fund.

The HSE operates a similar scheme and continues to provide grants to health agencies and 
other organisations from National Lottery funds. Accordingly I have asked the HSE to consider 
the matter and respond directly to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRU04400Legislative Process

21/05/2019WRU04500443. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health when the national donor con-
ceived person register will be established with regard to the Children and Family Relationships 
Act 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21974/19]

21/05/2019WRU04600444. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health when the appropriate leg-
islative, regulatory and operational mechanisms are expected to be implemented in order to 
allow the commencement of Parts 2 and 3 of the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015. 
[21975/19]
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21/05/2019WRU04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 443 and 
444 together.

Officials in my Department are working towards putting in place a number of important 
administrative and operational arrangements that are essential for the implementation of Parts 
2 & 3. This includes the establishment of the National Donor-Conceived Person Register (the 
“Register”), the purpose of which is to vindicate the rights of a donor-conceived child to access 
information on their genetic heritage. This is based on the principles of the UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child concerning the right of a child to an identity and internationally regarded 
as best practice. However, as the Register will contain personal and potentially sensitive infor-
mation about the various parties to a DAHR procedure, and particularly about the children born 
as a result of the procedures, robust data protection measures must be put in place prior to the 
establishment of the Register. 

The commencement of Parts 2 & 3 of the Act also requires consent forms relating to the 
parties to a DAHR procedure (donors and intending parents) to be prescribed by regulations. 
The Department of Health is liaising with the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel in relation to 
the drafting of those regulations.

As you will no doubt be aware a technical amendment was required to section 27 (5) of the 
Act in order to ensure that a certificate can be issued in the context of all donor assisted human 
reproduction procedures performed under Part 2 of the Act. This amendment was included in 
the Civil Registration Bill 2019, which is the responsibility of the Minister for Employment Af-
fairs and Social Protection. This Bill passed Report Stage in the Seanad this week.

It is my intention to commence Parts 2 & 3 of the Children and Family Relationships Act 
2015 before the summer recess.

21/05/2019WRU04900Medical Products

21/05/2019WRU05000445. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health if the use of surgical mesh is 
suspended in view of circumstances in the UK; if he is considering launching a full inquiry into 
this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21978/19]

21/05/2019WRU05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As Minister for Health, I requested Dr Tony 
Holohan, Chief Medical Officer (CMO) to draft a report on the use of Uro-Gynaecological 
Mesh in the surgical treatment of stress urinary incontinence (SUI) and pelvic organ prolapse 
(POP) in women. The report covers the clinical and technical issues involved in ensuring both:

1. the safe and effective provision of mesh procedures in urogynaecology and

2. an appropriate response to women who suffer complications as a result of undergoing 
such procedures.

This report was published on the Department of Health website on 21 November 2018. 
Preparation of the report involved consultation and engagement with national and international 
bodies, including the Health Products Regulatory Agency (HPRA); the relevant professional 
training bodies, the Institute of Obstetricians and Gynaecology (IOG) and the Royal College 
of Surgeons in Ireland (RCSI); the Continence Foundation of Ireland (CFI) and the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE), as well as colleagues in other jurisdictions.  The report was informed by 
review of international reports and safety reviews of mesh surgery which have been published 
in recent years.   
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The report was informed by the personal experiences and concerns of women who have 
suffered complications following mesh surgery, including through written representations to 
me and my Department, those concerns raised in Parliamentary Questions on this subject, and 
the issues raised by the Mesh Survivors Ireland group at its meeting with me on 14 June 2018. 
I acknowledge the bravery, commitment and dignity shown by the women I met and by those 
women who have written to me concerning this issue, in sharing what were often harrowing, 
deeply personal experiences.

The CMO’s Report identifies that for many women, surgical procedures using synthetic 
mesh devices have provided a more effective and less invasive form of treatment than tradi-
tional SUI and POP procedures. However, mesh devices are associated with significant and 
severe complications in a minority of women. These are of concern given the difficulties of 
mesh implant removal.   

The Report makes 19 recommendations including:

- the development of patient information and informed consent materials;

- surgical professional training and multidisciplinary expertise in units carrying out mesh 
procedures;

- the development of clinical guidance;

- the development of information systems to monitor the ongoing use of mesh devices;

- ensuring the reporting of mesh related complications; and

- ensuring timely, appropriate and accessible care pathways for the management of women 
with complications.   

In advance of the report’s completion, the HSE was requested in May 2018 to begin work 
immediately on the development of national standardised patient information and informed 
consent materials and the clarification and development of treatment pathways and appropriate 
referral services for women suffering serious complications. 

The HSE was also asked by the Chief Medical Officer on 24 July to pause all mesh proce-
dures where clinically safe to do so, until a number of key recommendations are implemented.

A Synthetic Mesh Devices Advisory Group has been convened by the HSE, to advise on and 
progress all of the recommendations.  The Group includes three patient representatives, as well 
as representatives of the HPRA, the IOG, the RCSI, the CFI and all Hospital Groups to advise 
on and action all of the recommendations above. 

I am informed that an ongoing work programme for the clarification and development of 
treatment pathways and appropriate referral services for women suffering from mesh-related 
complications is being progressed through this Group. This work includes identifying the ap-
propriate specialist clinical expertise and facilities required at hospital group level and nation-
ally to provide comprehensive aftercare services. Pending the completion of this, the HSE is 
also examining the need to look at sourcing services from abroad to address any immediate 
shortfalls identified, either through utilisation of the treatment abroad scheme or by commis-
sioning services from abroad.

The HSE has published a dedicated webpage about vaginal mesh implants, including con-
tact information for women suffering complications, which I hope is a useful resource. This can 
be found on the HSE website.   
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As was requested by the Secretary General of my Department in November 2018, the HSE 
has prepared an Implementation Plan for the complete set of recommendations set out in the 
CMO’s Report, which was approved by the Leadership Team in the HSE and published on the 
HSE website on 26 April 2019, which I hope provides further clarity on this issue.   

I am informed that the HSE has advised that a detailed progress report on implementation of 
the recommendations will be provided to my Department by 30 June 2019.   

At my recent meeting with the Mesh Survivors Ireland Group on 7 March 2019 I agreed to 
continue engagement with them on a pathway forward, to ensure that the ongoing clinical man-
agement of this patient group is in line with international best practice and emerging evidence.

21/05/2019WRU05200Hospital Appointments Status

21/05/2019WRU05300446. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 332 of 2 April 2019, when a person (details supplied) will be seen; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21979/19]

21/05/2019WRU05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

21/05/2019WRU05500Respite Care Services

21/05/2019WRU05600447. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if the in loco parentis rule being 
applied by the HSE in respite care has been revised; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [21980/19]

21/05/2019WRU05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

21/05/2019WRV00200Mental Health Services Provision

21/05/2019WRV00300448. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the services available in Mullingar, 
County Westmeath for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21982/19]
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21/05/2019WRV00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

21/05/2019WRV00500Emergency Departments Data

21/05/2019WRV00600449. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
that visited the accident and emergency department of Beaumont Hospital in 2017, 2018 and to 
date in 2019; the timeframe for the construction of a new accident and emergency department 
at the hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21991/19]

21/05/2019WRV00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I wish to acknowledge the distress over-
crowded Emergency Departments (EDs) cause to patients, their families and frontline staff 
working in very challenging working conditions in hospitals throughout the country. 

This is a very busy period for our health services, with many hospitals reporting significant 
numbers of patient attendances. For the first quarter of 2019, the number of patients attending 
hospital EDs increased by 7.6%, and the number of ED admissions increased by 4.7% com-
pared to the same period last year. 

However, despite the significant increase in demand, our health services have managed 
better this winter than in previous years. While any patient on a trolley is a patient too many, 
figures from the HSE have shown a very significant reduction in the number of patients waiting 
on hospital trolleys so far this year.

In relation to the specific information requested, I have asked the HSE to provide this to the 
Deputy directly.

21/05/2019WRV00800HSE Complaints Procedures

21/05/2019WRV00900450. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the procedure to be followed 
for clients or relatives that have had a poor care experience with an outsourced company; the 
department of the HSE which deals with these complaints; the person or body within the public 
health system that has responsibility for handling complaints for outsourced companies work-
ing on HSE care packages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22007/19]

21/05/2019WRV01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

21/05/2019WRV01100Health Services Provision

21/05/2019WRV01200451. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the reason a free foot assessment 
service for persons with diabetes has been withdrawn from north County Dublin; and the steps 
he will take to reinstate same. [22009/19]

21/05/2019WRV01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

Question No. 452 answered with Question No. 408.
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21/05/2019WRV01500Health and Social Care Professionals Regulation

21/05/2019WRV01600453. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Health if consideration will be giv-
en to a mechanism to force a doctor already struck off the register for offences and misconduct 
to present themselves to answer new charges of misconduct leading to the death of a patient; his 
views on whether it is unfair that such charges be brought merely on the grounds that the doctor 
is already struck off; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22021/19]

21/05/2019WRV01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Medical Practitioners Act 2007, 
complaints against registered medical practitioners are a matter for the Medical Council. I have 
no role in relation to such matters and am specifically precluded by section 9 of the Act from 
giving policy directions to the council in relation to the performance of its functions in the area 
of complaints concerning registered medical practitioners. 

The Medical Council’s remit, as set out in the Medical Practitioners Act 2007, provides the 
Council with the authority to investigate complaints against registered medical practitioners 
in Ireland. If a doctor has been struck off the Medical Council’s register following a Fitness 
to Practice inquiry they can no longer be placed on or apply for registration with the Medical 
Council. The Medical Council cannot investigate complaints against people who are not on the 
register. 

In the situation where allegations have been made about a former registered medical prac-
titioner, depending on the nature of the facts, another State body may decide to investigate, for 
example if allegations related to a matter of a criminal nature the Gardaí may decide to inves-
tigate. 

It is an offence for a practitioner to practise unregistered. Section 105 of the Medical Prac-
titioners Act 2007 provides the Medical Council with the power to inform the Gardaí, the Min-
ister and, if necessary, to apply for an injunction in respect of a practitioner who is not on the 
register but continues to practise.

If a registered medical practitioner is struck off the register following a Fitness to Practice 
inquiry an alert is sent to all EU countries and to other jurisdictions as deemed necessary.

21/05/2019WRV01800Disability Definitions

21/05/2019WRV01900454. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health if he will instruct the HSE to ac-
knowledge that ME can lead to disability from mild to profound; if the HSE will add ME to its 
list of disabilities (details supplied); his views on whether access to assessment for home sup-
port and personal assistance should be through disability services not older person’s services; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22022/19]

21/05/2019WRV02000457. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health if the HSE will implement the 
international consensus criteria for myalgic encephalomyelitis in order that persons with ME 
can get a clear diagnosis as soon as possible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22025/19]

21/05/2019WRV02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 454 and 
457 together.

Chronic fatigue syndrome (CFS) / myalgic encephalomyelitis (or encephalopathy) (ME) 
is a not uncommon, complex debilitating disorder which is characterised by severe fatigue ac-
companied by a range of other symptoms. 



Questions - Written Answers

190

There is currently no known, specific, medical diagnostic test to determine or confirm a cor-
rect diagnosis of ME and no specific treatment which works for all sufferers is currently avail-
able. Assessment and interventions need to be tailored to the individual. There are assessments/
tests which can be carried out in primary care settings by a General Practitioner. Specialised 
tests may be required when considering differential diagnoses. 

Treatment for ME is tailored to address the varying symptoms presented by those affected 
by ME. In general, these treatments are delivered within the context of primary care, with refer-
rals into secondary care for specialist interventions in the areas of Neurology, Rheumatology, 
Pain Specialists, Endocrinology, Immunology, Cardiology, etc. The challenge in relation to ME 
is that it does not sit within one specialty, but crosses a number of specialties, with patients at-
tending different Consultants for management of symptoms as they arise. 

Waiting times for access to these services can be lengthy. However, there is currently work 
under way as part of the implementation of the Strategy for the Design of Integrated Outpatient 
Services 2016-2020, specifically as regards addressing how and where the patient is treated and 
the classification of referrals with corresponding clinically recommended time-frames. Consid-
eration is also being given to condition specific referral forms. This work should see significant 
improvements with respect to access to appropriate services. 

I have asked the Health Service Executive to also respond to you on this matter.

21/05/2019WRV02200Disease Management

21/05/2019WRV02300455. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the criteria used here to diagnose 
the neurological disease myalgic encephalomyelitis (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22023/19]

21/05/2019WRV02400456. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health his plans to develop guidelines for 
myalgic encephalomyelitis relevant to Ireland; if contemporary research will be referenced in 
relation to same rather than relying on same from the UK; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [22024/19]

21/05/2019WRV02500458. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health if he will instruct the HSE to de-
velop a clear pathway of care for persons with ME with prompt access to specialists and treat-
ments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22026/19]

21/05/2019WRV02600459. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health his plans to address the lack of 
specialist consultants for myalgic encephalomyelitis; his views on whether ME is a multisystem 
disease involving many areas with many debilitating symptoms which require patients to see 
many consultants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22027/19]

21/05/2019WRV02700460. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health if he will designate myalgic en-
cephalomyelitis as a reportable health condition in order to obtain robust official collection of 
data on the number of children, young persons and adults with the condition and the degrees of 
severity of the condition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22028/19]

21/05/2019WRV02800461. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health if he will instruct the HSE to 
update its diagnostic and treatment procedures for persons with myalgic encephalomyelitis to 
reflect best international practice; if he will address the lack of specialist support within the 
health service for those suffering with the condition; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22029/19]
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21/05/2019WRV02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 455, 456, 
and 458 to 461, inclusive, together.

Chronic fatigue syndrome (CFS) / myalgic encephalomyelitis (or encephalopathy) (ME) 
is a not uncommon, complex debilitating disorder which is characterised by severe fatigue ac-
companied by a range of other symptoms. 

There is currently no known, specific, medical diagnostic test to determine or confirm a cor-
rect diagnosis of ME and no specific treatment which works for all sufferers is currently avail-
able. Assessment and interventions need to be tailored to the individual. There are assessments/
tests which can be carried out in primary care settings by a General Practitioner. Specialised 
tests may be required when considering differential diagnoses. 

Treatment for ME is tailored to address the varying symptoms presented by those affected 
by ME. In general, these treatments are delivered within the context of primary care, with refer-
rals into secondary care for specialist interventions in the areas of Neurology, Rheumatology, 
Pain Specialists, Endocrinology, Immunology, Cardiology, etc. The challenge in relation to ME 
is that it does not sit within one specialty, but crosses a number of specialties, with patients at-
tending different consultants for management of symptoms as they arise. 

Waiting times for access to these services can be lengthy. However, there is currently work 
under way as part of the implementation of the Strategy for the Design of Integrated Outpatient 
Services 2016-2020, specifically as regards addressing how and where the patient is treated and 
the classification of referrals with corresponding clinically recommended time-frames. Consid-
eration is also being given to condition specific referral forms. This work should see significant 
improvements with respect to access to appropriate services. 

Question No. 457 answered with Question No. 454.

Questions Nos. 458  to 561, inclusive, answered with Question No. 455.

21/05/2019WRV03600Hospital Appointments Status

21/05/2019WRV03700462. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be sched-
uled for a person (details supplied). [22041/19]

21/05/2019WRV03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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21/05/2019WRV03900General Medical Services Scheme

21/05/2019WRV04000463. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if doctors involved in the gen-
eral medical scheme can charge patients for a routine blood test in circumstances in which they 
have a medical card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22077/19]

21/05/2019WRV04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the terms of the current GMS con-
tract, GPs are required to provide eligible patients with  ‘’all proper and necessary treatment of 
a kind usually undertaken by a general practitioner and not requiring special skill or experience 
of a degree or kind which general practitioners cannot reasonably be expected to possess.” 
There is no provision under the GMS GP contract for persons who hold a medical card or GP 
visit card to be charged for routine phlebotomy services provided by their GP which are re-
quired to either assist in the diagnosis of illness or the treatment of a condition.

The HSE has advised GPs that where a blood test forms part of the investigation or neces-
sary treatment of a patient’s symptoms or conditions, this should be free of charge for patients 
who hold a medical card or GP visit card. Notwithstanding this, I am aware that some GPs are 
charging GMS patients for phlebotomy services in some circumstances.  

This is a matter of concern for me as it has long been the position, under successive Govern-
ments, that no user charges should apply to GP services provided to GMS  and GP visit card 
patients. If a patient who holds a medical card or GP visit card believes he or she has been incor-
rectly charged for routine phlebotomy services by his or her GP, then that patient should report 
the matter to their HSE Local Health Office.

21/05/2019WRV04200Services for People with Disabilities

21/05/2019WRV04300464. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the services available to a person 
(details supplied) for respite physiotherapy and so on; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22098/19]

21/05/2019WRV04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRV04500General Practitioner Services Provision

21/05/2019WRV04600465. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of a 
full-time general practitioner service in areas (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [22114/19]
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21/05/2019WRV04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to a service matter, I 
have arranged for it to be referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRV04800Services for People with Disabilities

21/05/2019WRV04900466. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the intervention services 
available to a child (details supplied) in County Cork; his plans to provide services for them; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22124/19]

21/05/2019WRV05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRW00200Deer Culls

21/05/2019WRW00300467. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to deal with the increasing population in the deer herd here; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [21355/19]

21/05/2019WRW00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Over the last 
decade, available evidence suggests that the geographic distribution of all species of deer has 
increased, but neither the precise distribution nor the population density of these species is 
currently known. Deer appear to be a localised issue in many areas.  In this context, there is a 
significant challenge in attempting to ensure that the demands of agriculture, forestry and con-
servation coexist and that deer populations are managed at sustainable levels, and in a respon-
sible and ethical manner.

In 2015 my Department, together with the Department of Culture, Heritage and Gaeltacht, 
published Deer Management in Ireland – A Framework for Action, which recommends a series 
of actions on deer management and conservation in a number of areas, including addressing the 
impact of deer in places where they are abundant. Key elements from this report, in particular 
training and awareness in relation to Deer management issues in agriculture are now being car-
ried out by the Wicklow Deer management project and within the forestry sector. This work is 
ongoing.

Adoption of best practice is fully supported by both Departments and the majority of deer 
management stakeholders. Best practice guidance, adapted to Irish conditions was published 
with the assistance of the Irish Deer Management Forum during 2018 and can be accessed via 
www.idmf.ie.

A number of initiatives have been carried out in Co. Wicklow for example with a view to 
defining locally-led approaches to cooperative deer management. My Department is currently 
supporting a project led by the Wicklow Deer Management Partnership and Wicklow Uplands 
Forum, aimed at improving cooperation between landowners and local hunters. This project 
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builds on previous experience in Wicklow through projects such as the Ballinastoe Deer Man-
agement Project, the Calary Deer Steering Group and the Calary/North–East Wicklow Deer TB 
survey. These projects provide a good example for other local groups to follow, in areas affected 
by deer-related issues.

My Department also introduced a Deer Fencing and Tree Shelter Scheme to protect forests 
from predation by deer in 2018 as deer can cause serious damage to trees, particularly in native 
woodlands. Additionally, my Department has also engaged with the Society of Irish Foresters, 
Teagasc and Third Level Institutes in the delivery of deer management training to professional 
Foresters and Contractors through a series of seminars and field training events. This work is 
ongoing.

21/05/2019WRW00500Agrifood Sector

21/05/2019WRW00600468. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of support for the agrifood sector from the EU as a Brexit mitigation measure; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21361/19]

21/05/2019WRW00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the Deputy 
will be aware, I have had ongoing discussions with Commissioner Hogan regarding the po-
tential impact of a disorderly Brexit.  I have stressed the need for the Commission to be ready 
to deploy a range of measures to mitigate the potential impacts on the agri-food and fisheries 
sector. Avoiding a no-deal Brexit continues to be the Government’s overriding policy priority.

I am also keenly aware that the past few months have been very difficult for beef farmers in 
particular, following a difficult year for farm incomes in 2018 due to weather conditions.  There 
has been a prolonged and exceptional period of depressed prices since last autumn, with the 
ongoing uncertainty surrounding the outcome of Brexit, among other factors, contributing to 
this market disturbance.

The announcement last week by Commissioner Hogan of EU exceptional aid for the Irish 
beef sector is really welcome in this context.  I have been making the case for some time for 
an exceptional aid package from the EU Commission for Irish beef farmers, at EU Council of 
Agriculture Minister meetings, and in direct consultation with the Commission.

The announcement by the Commissioner is another example of the importance of EU soli-
darity when it comes to facing significant economic challenges.

Details of the proposal are being discussed with the Commission and I will make infor-
mation available to farmers as soon as possible. The legal provisions used to provide the aid 
(Council Regulation 1308/2013) were put in place by the Irish Presidency of the EU in 2013. 
It is expected that this decision will be given effect through an Implementing Regulation. My 
officials will examine its provisions, when published, and engage with the Commission on the 
next steps.

21/05/2019WRW00800Herd Number Applications

21/05/2019WRW00900469. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when the herd number of a person (details supplied) was ceased; and when the process to deem 
the herd number dormant commenced. [21365/19]

21/05/2019WRW01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Herd 
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Number in question was end-dated on 1 September 2010.  According to the Corporate Cus-
tomer System, which is the centralised database containing details of all customers who interact 
with my Department, this action was carried out on the 29 September 2010.

An ER1 Application was subsequently received by the Regional Veterinary Office on the 
15 May 2015 to reactivate this Herd-Number. This application was processed and the Herd-
number was made active from 26 May 2015.

According to the Department’s records, this is a Cereal Number, and therefore never had 
stock. The Herd-Number was Dormant from 2002 until 26 May 2015 when it was reactivated 
again for cereals.

No payments issued under this Herd Number from 2006 to 2016.

21/05/2019WRW01100Felling Licences Applications

21/05/2019WRW01200470. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a felling licence will be issued to a person (details supplied). [21380/19]

21/05/2019WRW01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Officials of 
my Department have carried out a thorough search using the details supplied and have not 
found a felling licence application for the person named.  All felling licence applications are 
acknowledged on receipt and given a reference number.  If the Deputy would like to provide 
that reference number, I would be happy to make further enquiries.

If it is the case that a felling licence has not yet been applied for, the landowner will find 
information on how to do so on the Department’s website www.agriculture.gov.ie or may email 
felling.forestservice@agriculture.gov.ie for further information.

21/05/2019WRW01400Beef Industry

21/05/2019WRW01500471. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
total kill of steer and heifers for 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21466/19]

21/05/2019WRW01600472. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
total kill of steer and heifers under 30 months of age for 2018; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21467/19]

21/05/2019WRW01700473. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of steer and heifers that failed to qualify for the inspect bonus on the basis of not having 
spent 70 days on the last farm; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21468/19]

21/05/2019WRW01800474. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of steer and heifers that failed to qualify for the inspect bonus on the basis of having 
three movements and four residencies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21469/19]

21/05/2019WRW01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 471 to 474, inclusive, together.

In 2018, 666,068 steers and 487,062 heifers were slaughtered of which 173,177 steers and 
68,188 heifers were over 30 months according to my Department’s AIM system.

A Quality Payment System (QPS) related to the beef grid was agreed between Meat Indus-
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try Ireland (MII) and the Irish Farmers Association (IFA) in 2009. The payment is based on the 
classification of the carcass in which a price differential is set between certain classification 
grades.

My understanding is that any additional bonus payments and the conditions attached to 
qualification for such payments are determined by processors and their retail customers. There 
are a number of conditions which pertain to such payments, and these may include age limits 
and restrictions on the number of movements allowed, which are referred to as an additional 
“in spec” bonus.  These are commercial arrangements and my Department has no role in their 
establishment, nor in recording or analysis of the payments which are made.

However, as an output from the Beef Round table, I asked ICBF to provide an analysis 
of the proportion of the throughput which met such criteria.

This analysis found that, in 2018:

- 74% of steers and 86% of heifers were slaughtered under 30 months;

- 92% of steers and 93% of heifers spent at least 70 days on their last farm;

- 93% of steers and 95% of heifers had less than 4 movements before slaughter.

21/05/2019WRW02300Beef Industry

21/05/2019WRW02400475. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
percentage of steer and heifers under 30 months of age that were graded between 0=2+ and 
U+4=, that is, the cattle on the mechanical grading system that qualified for the inspect bonus; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21470/19]

21/05/2019WRW02500476. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
percentage breakdown of the number of cattle in each of the years 2012 to 2018, killed that 
were categorised as Ps, Os, Us and Es; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21471/19]

21/05/2019WRW02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 475 and 476 together.

The following tables are taken from the 2018 Annual report of the Beef Carcass Classifica-
tion and Price Reporting Section of the Department of Agriculture which is available to view 
online at the following address: https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmingsectors/beef/annualre-
ports/.

Table 2.1.2 Steer Conformation (%) 2012 to 2018

- E U R O P Numbers
2012 0.2 10.5 41.7 40.7 6.8 455,316
2013 0.2 11.0 36.0 42.4 10.3 514,713
2014 - 9.1 36.0 43.2 11.5 583,679
2015 0.2 11.5 36.9 41.5 9.8 616,594
2016 - 10.4 35.5 43.3 10.4 613,464
2017 - 9.1 32.8 45.2 12.8 667,941
2018 - 9.1 29.9 46.2 14.8 649,830
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Table 2.2.2 Heifer Conformation (%) 2012 to 2018

- E U R O P Numbers
2012 0.2 12.4 55.4 28.6 3.6 344,146
2013 0.2 13.0 52.4 30.2 4.2 367,169
2014 0.2 14.7 53.7 27.9 3.3 407,853
2015 0.2 16.5 52.2 27.5 3.6 396,500
2016 0.2 15.6 49 31.1 4.1 411,744
2017 0.1 14.0 46.8 34.5 4.5 447,745
2018 0.2 14.3 44 36.3 5.1 471,357

Table  2.4.2 Young Bull Conformation (%) 2012 to 2018

- E U R O P Numbers
2012 1.7 39.6 31.3 24.3 3.1 203,669
2013 1.8 36.6 28.6 28.7 4.3 179,322
2014 1.8 40.6 28.8 25.7 2.9 183,860
2015 2.6 44.3 27.0 23.1 2.9 154,930
2016 2.1 40.6 28.6 24.8 3.7 189,472
2017 1.9 36.8 27.5 28.6 5.1 194,083
2018 2 38.3 27.6 27.1 4.8 200,581

Regarding carcass classification data based on age at slaughter, it is not possible to extract 
the stats requested by the Deputy using currents reports from DAFM AIM and Carcass Clas-
sification databases.  It is not possible to provide the percentage of steers and heifers under 30 
months of age that were graded between 0=2+ and U+4= under current systems.

21/05/2019WRW02800Ash Dieback Threat

21/05/2019WRW02900477. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of efforts to combat ash dieback; if an assessment of the economic cost of the disease has 
been undertaken; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21486/19]

21/05/2019WRW03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In March 
2013, the Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine introduced a Reconstitution Scheme 
(Chalara Ash Dieback) to restore forests planted under the afforestation scheme which had suf-
fered from or which were associated with plants affected by Chalara or Ash Dieback disease 
caused by the fungus Hymenoscyphus fraxineus. In addition to the Reconstitution scheme, the 
Woodland Improvement Scheme (Element 1 Thinning and Tending) was made available to 
owners of older ash plantations which would not qualify for the reconstitution scheme.

In April 2018, DAFM initiated a review of the policy response to Ash Dieback disease. This 
process included a stakeholder and public consultation period and detailed field consideration 
of damage level evaluation together with a broader range of silvicultural and management op-
tions available to forest owners. The review was undertaken with the assistance of Teagasc and 
international experts. Current support schemes were reviewed to ensure the continued relevance 
of DAFM’s response and value for money for both the taxpayer and the individual owners, and 
to ensure that the forest owner is provided with a broader range of silvicultural and management 
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options. Consideration is currently being given to the financial aspects associated with the in-
troduction of a scheme which offers a wider range of options to the forest owner, with a view to 
finalising this in the near future.

Since 2013, over 1,600 hectares of ash have been removed at a cost to the Exchequer of over 
€4.4 million.

21/05/2019WRW03100Beef Environmental Efficiency Scheme

21/05/2019WRW03200478. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of the operation of the beef environmental efficiency pilot scheme; if there has been 
broad national interest in the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21487/19]

21/05/2019WRW03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In January of 
this year, I launched the Beef Environmental Efficiency Pilot (BEEP), with a funding provision 
of €20 m in 2019.  BEEP targets the weaning efficiency of suckler cows and calves - measuring 
the live weight of the calf pre-weaning as a percentage of the cow’s live weight. BEEP had been 
announced in Budget 2019 as part of the €78 m Brexit package for the agri-food industry. As 
well as clear environmental and climate benefits, BEEP will provide additional farm income at 
a time of market volatility and uncertainty relating to Brexit.

Some 18,883 farmers from all across the country had registered their interest in participat-
ing in the Pilot by the closing date of February 22 and they will qualify for payment provided 
they comply with the requirements to weigh each cow and calf and provide the requisite data 
to ICBF in accordance with the Terms and Conditions. The €20 million funding available will 
allow for payment of up to a maximum of €40 per calf.

ICBF has been registering privately owned scales and accepting weight records from par-
ticipating beef farmers since the 8th of March. Over 2,000 individuals have registered privately 
owned scales to date and over 40,000 weights have already been recorded.  Last week, I wel-
comed the start of the roll-out of rental scales to over 70 ICOS-affiliated livestock marts and 
co-ops across the country.  This will see some 400 sets of scales being made available to rent 
from these locations allowing those farmers that do not have access to privately owned scales 
to record eligible cow and calf weights to meet their requirements under the Pilot.

The roll-out of rental scales is in conjunction with the earlier release of smartphone appli-
cations for both Android and Apple devices to facilitate the quick and accurate submission of 
weight records.

Weights may be submitted online, by smartphone application or on a paper form available 
from ICBF.

21/05/2019WRW03400Agriculture Schemes

21/05/2019WRW03500479. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will review the valuation of pedigree bulls (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21508/19]

21/05/2019WRW03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The purpose 
of the On Farm Market Valuation Scheme (OFMV) is to provide that herdowners who suffer a 
TB breakdown are compensated for the market value of their animal.  Under the terms of the 
scheme, “Market value will be the equivalent price which might reasonably have being ob-
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tained for the animal at the time of determination of compensation from a purchaser in the open 
market if the animal was not affected by TB or Brucellosis or was not being removed as part of 
a depopulation under the disease eradication programme.”

The scheme therefore is not based on replacement value but on market value.  This is deter-
mined by a valuation carried out by an independent valuer at which they consider the animal’s 
breed, genetics, visual assessment and overall physical presentation with regard to locomotion, 
body condition and age.  The value is then calculated taking all of this information into account 
as well as information collected from the market place by my Department and any relevant 
compensation ceilings as per the terms of the scheme.

The OFMV aims to ensure, through the principles of independent assessment, taking into 
account up to date market data from across the country, that herdowners receive an accu-
rate market value for their TB reactors at the time of breakdown.  In line with these principles, 
depreciation levels applied to purebred registered Bulls valued under the OFMV scheme are 
currently being reviewed on the basis of information from the market.

21/05/2019WRW03700Departmental Expenditure

21/05/2019WRW03800480. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the amount spent in fees to companies (details supplied) by his Department in each of the years 
2011 to 2018. [21573/19]

21/05/2019WRW03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table.

The Deputy should be aware that the majority of this expenditure relates to system develop-
ment work undertaken on critical Department IT systems (AIM, CAP Pillar II schemes, Fisher-
ies) as well as the annual certification of the Department’s EAGF and EAFRD accounts.

2011

Name of Company Fees €
Deloitte and Touche 908,209
2012

Name of Company Fees €
Deloitte and Touche 866,630
2013

Name of Company Fees €
Deloitte and Touche 665,324
2014

Name of Company Fees €
Deloitte and Touche 477,966
2015

Name of Company Fees €
Deloitte and Touche* 3,060,950
2016



Questions - Written Answers

200

Name of Company Fees €
Deloitte and Touche* 6,532,040
2017

Name of Company Fees €
Deloitte and Touche 4,887,143
Ernst & Young 184,500
2018

Name of Company Fees €
Deloitte and Touche 3,774,270
Ernst & Young 217,633
* Note:

The expenditure detailed for Deloitte & Touche/Deloitte in 2015 and 2016 includes monies 
paid out on the basis of contracts originally awarded to Systems Dynamics Limited in 2014, and 
paid to Deloitte Technology Solutions from 1 August 2015 when Systems Dynamics Limited 
was acquired by Deloitte.

21/05/2019WRW04000Afforestation Programme

21/05/2019WRW04100481. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of a forestry application (details supplied) in County Clare; when it is likely to be fi-
nalised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21612/19]

21/05/2019WRW04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An appli-
cation for the Afforestation Grant and Premium Scheme was commenced by the applicant’s 
registered forester in August 2018.  Certain mandatory documentation must be received by my 
Department before an application can be accepted as complete.  This documentation was not 
finalised by the registered forester until February 2019.  On examination, it was found that the 
application did not include provision for broadleaves and some conifer plots were small in 
area.  Consequently, a revised species map was requested to address these matters, which was 
provided by the registered forester on 3rd May 2019.

The application has now  been referred to the Department’s Forestry District Inspector, who 
will examine it in detail and make recommendations, taking account of its potential impact on, 
among other things, the environment and local landscape.  Once those recommendations are 
available, they will form the decision on the application, which will be notified to the applicant 
and the registered forester.

21/05/2019WRW04300Afforestation Programme

21/05/2019WRW04400482. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of a forestry application (details supplied) in County Clare; when it is likely to be fi-
nalised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21614/19]

21/05/2019WRW04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion for the Afforestation Grant and Premium Scheme was received in September 2018.  The 
application has been referred to An Taisce and Clare County Council, as part of the public con-
sultation process.  As archaeological considerations were identified, the application was also 
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referred to the Forestry Archaeological services of my Department.

The applicant was asked to provide further information in March 2019 and while a response 
was provided, it was insufficient.  A further request was made on 9th May, which included a 
request for information following-up on the Archaeologist’s report.

Once this information is received, a Forestry District Inspector will review the application 
and will make recommendations.  These recommendations will form the decision on the appli-
cation which will be notified to the applicant and their registered forester.

21/05/2019WRW04600Hardship Grant Scheme Applications

21/05/2019WRW04700483. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a hardship payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21624/19]

21/05/2019WRW04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Hardship 
Grant Scheme is aimed at assisting eligible herdowners who retain and feed animals during 
prolonged periods of restriction as a result of a TB breakdown.  Eligibility for the scheme is 
subject to certain criteria and is designed to alleviate the additional feed costs incurred.  It op-
erates between 1st November and 30th April. The primary condition for eligibility is that the 
relevant holding remains restricted following a full herd reactor re-test in the same restriction 
period.  This means that the holding must be in continuous period of restriction of at least 60 
days in length and hardship is only payable from the retest. Herds restricted at any time from 
the 1st November to 30th April, that have had a full reactor re-test during this period, qualify 
subject to the 60 day requirement.

The herd in question was restricted on 23 February 2019.  The reactors were slaughtered 
on 8 March 2019 and the first reactor retest took place on the 17th May 2019.  As the herd did 
not complete a full reactor retest within the eligibility period for the Hardship grant, i.e. before 
the 30th April, the herd is not eligible for a hardship grant.

21/05/2019WRW04900Beef Industry

21/05/2019WRW05000484. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding assistance to beef farmers in respect of funding in view of the difficult trad-
ing situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21647/19]

21/05/2019WRW05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the Deputy 
will be aware, I have had ongoing discussions with Commissioner Hogan regarding the po-
tential impact of a disorderly Brexit. I have stressed the need for the Commission to be ready 
to deploy a range of measures to mitigate the potential impacts on the agri-food and fisheries 
sector. Avoiding a no-deal Brexit continues to be the Government’s overriding policy priority.

I am also keenly aware that the past few months have been very difficult for beef farmers in 
particular, following a difficult year for farm incomes in 2018 due to weather conditions. There 
has been a prolonged and exceptional period of depressed prices since last autumn, with the 
ongoing uncertainty surrounding the outcome of Brexit, among other factors, contributing to 
this market disturbance.

The announcement last week by Commissioner Hogan of EU exceptional aid for the Irish 
beef sector is really welcome in this context.  I have been making the case for some time for 
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an exceptional aid package from the EU Commission for Irish beef farmers, at EU Council of 
Agriculture Minister meetings, and in direct consultation with the Commission.

The announcement by the Commissioner is another example of the importance of EU soli-
darity when it comes to facing significant economic challenges.

Details of the proposal are being discussed with the Commission and I will make infor-
mation available to farmers as soon as possible. The legal provisions used to provide the aid 
(Council Regulation 1308/2013) were put in place by the Irish Presidency of the EU in 2013. 
It is expected that this decision will be given effect through an Implementing Regulation. My 
officials will examine its provisions, when published, and engage with the Commission on the 
next steps.

21/05/2019WRW05200Agriculture Scheme Payments

21/05/2019WRW05300485. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding increasing the payment under the suckler cow scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21648/19]

21/05/2019WRW05400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am deeply 
committed to fully supporting and developing Ireland’s beef sector. I am strongly of the view 
that the existing range of supports available to beef farmers under the Rural Development Pro-
gramme (RDP), together with ensuring access to as many markets as possible, both for live 
animals and beef exports, are appropriate for the continued development of the sector.

The Beef Data and Genomics Programme (BDGP) is currently the main support specifi-
cally targeted for the suckler sector, which provides Irish beef farmers with some €300 million 
in funding over the current RDP period. Building on this is the Beef Environmental Efficiency 
Pilot (BEEP), a €20 million pilot project for 2019. There is no scope for the introduction of a 
€200 suckler payment under the current RDP.

My Department has rolled out a range of schemes as part of the €4 billion Rural Develop-
ment Programme (RDP), 2014 - 2020. In addition to the BDGP, other supports which are avail-
able for suckler farmers under Pillar II of the CAP include GLAS, ANCs and Knowledge Trans-
fer Groups. Suckler farmers also benefit from the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) and Greening 
payments under CAP Pillar I.

My Department is examining all appropriate measures to support the different agrifood sec-
tors, including the suckler sector in preparation for the next iteration of the CAP, and through 
the next Agri Food strategy to 2030. My view is that such measures should support and encour-
age suckler farmers to make the best decisions possible to improve the profitability and the 
economic and environmental efficiency of their farming system.

21/05/2019WRX00200Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Review

21/05/2019WRX00300486. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding the review of the disadvantaged areas and the terms of reference of this 
review; when this review is expected to be completed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21649/19]

21/05/2019WRX00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the cur-
rent Rural Development Regulation (and subsequent amendments under the Omnibus Regula-
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tion), Member States are required to change the approach to the designation of land under the 
Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme.  Previously, my Department had been identifying eligible 
areas using a range of socio economic indicators such as family farm income, population den-
sity, percentage of working population engaged in agriculture, stocking density etc. 

 From 2019, eligible areas must instead be designated using the following list of bio-phys-
ical criteria:

- Low temperature      

- Dryness

- Excess soil moisture

- Limited soil drainage

- Unfavourable texture and stoniness

- Shallow rooting depth

- Poor chemical properties

- Steep slope

Following the completion of this process in late 2018, I put in place an independent appeals 
process for farmers who wished to appeal the status of a particular townland.  Farmers could 
fill out an Appeals Notification Form, at which point my Department issued to them, the details 
underlying the eligibility status of the townland in question.  This allows farmers to lodge a full 
appeal on the basis of all the information available.  

All the replies to Appeals Notification Forms have now been issued and the Appeals Com-
mittee has commenced examining cases, with a view to completing the process in advance of 
this year’s scheme payments.

The terms of reference for the Appeals Committee are as follows.

1) The ANC 2019 Appeals Committee is an independent, ad hoc committee set up to adju-
dicate on issues raised with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) as a 
result of the redesignation of the ANC Scheme in 2019 on foot of EU Regulatory requirements. 

2) The Committee will be independent from DAFM in the performance of its functions. 

3) The remit of the Committee is to consider appeals raised by farmers as to the eligibility 
status of particular townlands on foot of the redesignation of the ANC Scheme for 2019.  It 
should be noted that matters such as the basis of the designation of lands agreed with the EU 
Commission, the structure of payment categories within the Scheme, or the inclusion of town-
lands within particular payment categories do not come within the remit of the Committee. 

4) The outcome of all appeals will be with reference to the eligibility of particular town-
lands.  Where more than one farmer appeals separately in relation to a given townland, these 
appeals will be considered as one by the Committee (separate correspondence may issue to 
individual farmers as appropriate). 

5) The land under appeal must have been declared in the 2018 BPS/ANC application pro-
cess. 

6) DAFM shall furnish the appropriate data underlying the designation of a particular town-
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land to the Committee as required. 

7) The members of the Committee will include an independent chair appointed by the Min-
ister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Mr. Padraig Gibbons) an independent technical 
expert (Mr. Jim O’Mahony) and a third member with an appropriate experience/understanding 
of the issues at hand (Mr. Paud Evans).  Secretarial/administrative support will be provided by 
DAFM. 

8) The process for dealing with appeals is as follows: 

a. A farmer wishing to consider an appeal initially submits an Appeals Notification Form to 
DAFM. 

b. DAFM responds to this form, providing the farmer with the appropriate data underlying 
the status of the townland in question.  This information will allow the farmer in question to 
make a fully informed appeal at this stage should he/she wish to do so. 

c. If a farmer follows up with a full appeal via DAFM, a full file will be prepared by DAFM 
in respect of each case.  This file will include copies of all documentation. 

d. Appeals Committee meetings may be convened to consider a batch of cases together in a 
comprehensive manner.  It is expected that each batch of appeals may take a number of weeks 
to complete. 

e. In certain circumstances, the Committee may request additional information (including a 
ground investigation) from DAFM. 

f. Having considered all relevant information, a recommendation will be made in respect of 
each case/townland in a fair manner by collective decision of the Committee. 

9) Following this process, the Committee will make a recommendation in writing to DAFM 
on each case. 

10) DAFM shall be the final decision maker in all cases where the Committee has made a 
recommendation. 

11)  Following the completion of an appeal, the right of referral to the Office of the Ombuds-
man remains with the appellant.

21/05/2019WRX00500Agriculture Industry

21/05/2019WRX00600487. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a request for support and exceptional aid has been made to the European Commission in the 
context of additional funding being required to address the significant crisis for farmers; if so, 
the measures sought in the request; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21686/19]

21/05/2019WRX00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the Deputy 
will be aware, I have had ongoing discussions with Commissioner Hogan regarding the po-
tential impact of a disorderly Brexit. I have stressed the need for the Commission to be ready 
to deploy a range of measures to mitigate the potential impacts on the agri-food and fisheries 
sector.  Avoiding a no-deal Brexit continues to be the Government’s overriding policy priority.

I am also keenly aware that the past few months have been very difficult for beef farmers in 
particular, following a difficult year for farm incomes in 2018 due to weather conditions.  There 
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has been a prolonged and exceptional period of depressed prices since last autumn, with the 
ongoing uncertainty surrounding the outcome of Brexit, among other factors, contributing to 
this market disturbance.

The announcement last week by Commissioner Hogan of EU exceptional aid for the Irish 
beef sector is really welcome in this context.  I have been making the case for some time for 
an exceptional aid package from the EU Commission for Irish beef farmers, at EU Council of 
Agriculture Minister meetings, and in direct consultation with the Commission. 

The announcement by the Commissioner is another example of the importance of EU soli-
darity when it comes to facing significant economic challenges. 

Details of the proposal are being discussed with the Commission and I will make infor-
mation available to farmers as soon as possible.  The legal provisions used to provide the aid 
(Council Regulation 1308/2013) were put in place by the Irish Presidency of the EU in 2013.  
It is expected that this decision will be given effect through an Implementing Regulation.  My 
officials will examine its provisions, when published, and engage with the Commission on the 
next steps.

21/05/2019WRX00800Electronic Tagging

21/05/2019WRX00900488. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
plans have been put in place to have all the necessary EID readers in situ in marts and factories 
in time for the mandatory electronic identification process on 1 June 2019, in view of the fact 
that it has been mandatory for sheep farmers to purchase EID tags since October 2018; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [21687/19]

21/05/2019WRX01000489. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if an 
assurance can be provided for farmers that as and from 1 June 2019, all of the sheep that pass 
through marts and factories will be read electronically and digital printouts will be made avail-
able to farmers as a matter of course; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21688/19]

21/05/2019WRX01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 488 and 489 together.

It is critical that Ireland, as a major trading country, has a robust identification and trace-
ability system to ensure are our products have a viable future in the international marketplace.   
A robust traceability system will support our continued efforts to gain new export markets for 
Irish sheep meat.  

As the Deputy will be aware, the current national sheep identification system is widely ac-
knowledged to be very complex, with an over reliance on the manual transcription of individual 
sheep identification numbers, leading to errors in the recording of information that is essential 
in tracing an animal back to the holding of its origin. 

The extension of electronic identification will simplify the sheep tagging system by signifi-
cantly reducing the record keeping requirements for sheep farmers moving sheep to livestock 
marts and slaughter plants operating as approved Central Points of Recording (CPRs).  This 
will provide a more accurate and robust sheep traceability system in support of animal health 
and public health objectives and thus support the further development and sustainability of the 
sheep industry.

My officials are working very closely with marts and slaughter plants to ensure that as many 
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of these premises as possible will operate as CPRs with effect from 1st June.  It is my under-
standing that the major sheep processing slaughter plants are making significant progress in this 
regard.  Marts are similarly well disposed to operating as CPRs and are proactively engaging 
with the CPR process with a view to having facilities in place at the earliest opportunity.  I ac-
cept that the upgrading of mart facilities to CPR standards will be an incremental process and, 
on the basis of their proactive engagement, I anticipate that a significant number of marts will 
be in a position to operate as CPRs in a relatively short period. 

Keepers moving sheep to approved CPRs will continue to be required to fill out a dispatch 
document to accompany the sheep on movement but will not be required to list the individual 
numbers of each sheep consigned to a specific batch. All that will be required of them in that 
regard is to record, in the relevant part of the dispatch document, the total number of sheep 
associated with that document.  The CPR will scan all presented sheep and will provide the 
keeper (and purchaser where appropriate) with a printed list of all presented tag numbers (LPT).  
The serial number of the corresponding dispatch document will be printed on the LPT also to 
facilitate the keeper in associating this list with his/her copy of the dispatch document.  It is 
important that this LPT is checked by the keeper for accuracy.  This document and the copy of 
the dispatch document must be kept by the keeper for record keeping purposes.

Where it is not feasible for marts or slaughter plants to upgrade their facilities to CPR 
requirements, farmers can continue to move sheep to these premises by either scanning and 
printing out the tag numbers of the sheep to be moved for attachment to the relevant dispatch 
document or by continuing to record the individual number of each sheep presented to a non-
CPR mart or slaughter plant on the dispatch document.

The extension of EID to all sheep will further enhance traceability across the sheep sector 
and will assist in the Government’s efforts to maintain and expand the export markets for Irish 
sheep meat.  Indeed, I was very pleased to announce during my trade mission to China just last 
week that the Chinese authorities have agreed to an inspection visit on sheep meat in Ireland 
in August this year.  I will also be travelling to Japan in June to build on the efforts made there 
to date in pursuing market access and increasing market opportunities in line with Food Wise 
2025 and our response to Brexit.

21/05/2019WRX01300Beef Industry

21/05/2019WRX01400490. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
consideration will be given to seeking protected geographical indication status exclusively for 
suckler beef rather than the entire herd, enabling suckler beef to be sold as a premium product; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21689/19]

21/05/2019WRX01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am very 
conscious of the role played by suckler farming in sustaining the rural economy and rural com-
munities across Ireland.

A Protected Geographical Indication (PGI), as referred to by the Deputy, is a product, which 
must be produced, processed or prepared in a particular geographical area, and where a spe-
cific quality reputation, or other characteristics are attributable to that area. I believe that such 
schemes can provide a positive economic opportunity for producers and for rural areas.  An 
application can be submitted by, or on behalf of, a group of producers.

Earlier this year, my Department organised a workshop on Geographical Indications, with 
participation by the EU Commission and a range of stakeholders, at which the possibility of 
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applying for a PGI for Irish beef was explored. 

PGI status requires products to be produced in accordance with a particular technical speci-
fication and producers are required to meet that specification to ensure production meets the 
quality standards set. 

Where there are large numbers of producers it can be a significant undertaking, requiring a 
disciplined and harmonised approach to production and its verification.  Nevertheless, there can 
be significant marketing advantages and there was very positive feedback from participants at 
the workshop.  My officials are currently examining the key elements required in such an ap-
plication, in consultation with stakeholders. 

An application can only be submitted by, or on behalf of, a group of producers.  A formal 
national consultation period is also required.

21/05/2019WRX01600Basic Payment Scheme Payments

21/05/2019WRX01700491. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address a matter regarding farm payments in the case of a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21719/19]

21/05/2019WRX01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was allocated 7.61 entitlements under the Basic Payment Scheme.  All entitlements al-
located under the Basic Payment Scheme and National Reserve are subject to usage.  If a farmer 
holds entitlements that have not been used for a period of two consecutive years, a number of 
entitlements, equivalent to the total number of entitlements which have not been used, shall 
revert to the National Reserve. 

The person named did not submit a 2016 Basic Payment Scheme application and, there-
fore, the entitlements were not used in that year.  My Department issued the person named with 
a Potential Unused Notification on 24 April 2017, advising that, if the entitlements were not 
used in 2017, they would be lost permanently to the National Reserve.  

Again in 2017, the person named did not submit a 2017 Basic Payment Scheme application 
and the entitlements were not used for the second consecutive year. 

On 14 March 2018, my Department issued the person named with further notification that, 
as he had not used 100% of his entitlements over the two year usage period, 2016 and 2017, 
and in line with EU Regulation 1307/2013, 7.61 entitlements had been permanently lost to the 
National Reserve. 

The person named was provided with the option to submit any observations he had on the 
matter to my Department.  To date, my Department has not received any correspondence from 
the person named appealing the loss of his entitlements to the National Reserve. 

In 2018, the person named submitted a 2018 Basic Payment Scheme application.  How-
ever, payment is not due on foot of this application, as the person named did not satisfy require-
ments of the Basic Payment Scheme.

21/05/2019WRX01900Wild Fires

21/05/2019WRX02000492. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
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number of significant wildfires that have occurred in forested areas under his aegis since 1 Janu-
ary 2018; his plans to undertake a damage assessment of each of these wildfires; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21808/19]

21/05/2019WRX02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Forestry 
Act 1988 provided among other things that all of the State’s forest estate, other than land desig-
nated by the Minister, stand vested in Coillte so such forested areas do not fall within my imme-
diate remit.  I am advised by Coillte that there were 142 fires on its estate during 2018 affecting 
367 hectares of forest – with this figure excluding open land.  I understand that Coillte has had a 
number of fires already this year and I have referred the Deputy’s question to Coillte requesting 
that a response issue to you within 10 days in relation to the number of significant wildfires in 
forested areas on its estate to date in 2019.  The management of the forest estate, including dam-
age assessment, is a matter for, and the responsibility of, Coillte as a commercial State Body.  

As regards privately-owned forested areas planted with support from my Department, for-
est owners are requested to notify my Department as soon as possible if the forest is damaged 
or destroyed.  My Department has accordingly been notified of two cases where damage has 
been caused, in 2018, to privately-owned grant-aided forestry plantations.  Assessment of the 
damage and appropriate remedial action is a matter for the forest owner/scheme applicant and 
his or her registered forester.

21/05/2019WRX02200Brexit Supports

21/05/2019WRX02300493. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
Brexit-related supports available under the remit of his Department; the uptake of each support; 
the expenditure to date in relation to same in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [21866/19]

21/05/2019WRX02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Mindful of the 
impacts of Brexit on the agri-food sector, I have advanced a number of Brexit-related supports 
to mitigate these impacts.  A key initiative in this regard is the €300m Brexit Loan Scheme an-
nounced in Budget 2018.  The Scheme has been developed by my Department in cooperation 
with the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation, the Department of Finance and the 
Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland, in order to provide working capital support to enable 
eligible Irish businesses (SMEs and small mid-caps) to implement the necessary changes to 
address the challenges posed by Brexit.  It opened for applications on 28 March 2018 and will 
remain open until 31 March 2020.

It provides for loans of €25,000 to €1,500,000 per eligible enterprise, at a maximum interest 
rate of 4%, over periods from 1 year to 3 years, with unsecured loans of up to €500,000.  The 
loans can be used for future working capital requirements or to fund innovation, change or ad-
aptation of the business to mitigate the impact of Brexit.  563 applications have been approved 
up to 17th May 2019.  The total number of loans progressed to sanction at bank level is 132 with 
a total value of €29.0m, of which 27, with a value of €7.8m, relate to food businesses.

The recently launched DBEI/DAFM “Future Growth Loan Scheme” will make up to €300 
million of long-term strategic investment loans available to eligible Irish businesses, includ-
ing farmers and the agri-food & seafood sectors.  The fund is leveraged by exchequer funding 
of €62 million, of which 40% or some €25 million has been provided by the Department of 
Agriculture, Food & the Marine. Businesses have been able to apply for loan eligibility through 
the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland since 17th April 2019.  
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In addition, my Department has provided an additional €18m for Bord Bia over the last five 
years and has intensified its efforts to open new markets for Irish agri-food produce and live 
animals.

21/05/2019WRX02500Trade Agreements

21/05/2019WRX02600494. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of meat plants here that have applied for certification by the Chinese Certification and 
Accreditation Agency since April 2018; the name of each plant; the date of application for cer-
tification for each plant; the status of each application; the number of plants that are still await-
ing certification; the representations his Department has made to Chinese officials to achieve 
certification for the remaining plants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21931/19]

21/05/2019WRX02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My officials 
continue to work towards opening and enhancing access to as many markets as possible.  This 
is a key part of our response to the challenges and uncertainty posed by Brexit, and in line with 
the market development theme of the Food Wise 2025 strategy.  

The opening of the Chinese market for Irish beef in 2018 was the culmination of significant 
work over a number of years and I am pleased that seven Irish beef plants are currently ap-
proved to export beef to China.  This is in addition to the five pigmeat slaughter plants that are 
approved to export pigmeat to China as well as three stand alone Coldstores. 

Exports of Irish beef to China commenced during the summer of 2018.  According to CSO 
trade statistics, Ireland exported approximately €2.8 million (1,400 tonnes) to China in 2018.  
With regard to 2019, again according to CSO trade statistics, Ireland exported approximately 
€1.9 million (695 tonnes) to China in the two month period January/February, which represents 
a very positive start to the year and I hope that this growth trend to continue throughout this 
year. 

Last week, I led a successful trade mission to China which included three Ministerial meet-
ings.  At a meeting with Vice Minister Zhang Jiwen of the General Administration of Customs 
(GACC), agreement was reached on an accelerated process for inspection and registration of 
a further tranche of beef plants, as well as an inspection visit to progress sheepmeat access, to 
take place in August.  

Planning for this inspection visit has already commenced and my officials will continue to 
liaise with the appropriate Chinese officials on market access and plant approvals in order to in-
crease Ireland’s ability to supply the market.  However, the timeline for these approvals remains 
a matter for the Chinese authorities. 

The details of the applicant plants cannot be provided as this is commercially sensitive in-
formation.

21/05/2019WRX02800Beef Data and Genomics Programme

21/05/2019WRX02900495. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
medical evidence in support of a withdrawal from the beef data scheme has been reviewed in 
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22057/19]

21/05/2019WRX03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Medical evi-
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dence supporting a request for withdrawal from the Beef Data and Genomics Programme was 
received from the person named on the 19th of March 2019. 

A letter clarifying the implications of any potential withdrawal from the programme and 
seeking confirmation of the intentions of the person named issued from my Department on the 
8th of May 2019. 

A reply from the person named that was received on the 16th of May 2019 has now indi-
cated their desire to remain in the programme.

21/05/2019WRX03100GLAS Applications

21/05/2019WRX03200496. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
decision has been made in relation to an application for GLAS by a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22073/19]

21/05/2019WRX03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016 and 
received all payments in respect of scheme year 2016. 

However, the application was subsequently rejected from the scheme as the participant did 
not comply  with the requirements of the Low Emission Slurry Spreading (LESS) action se-
lected which required him to submit an annual return for the action.  Completed forms were due 
to be returned to the Department by 27 October 2017.  In this case, the form was not received 
despite the issue of a number of reminders.

Both the applicant and his advisor were informed of the option to appeal this decision to 
the Agriculture Appeals Office (AAO).  My Department has not received notification from the 
AAO that an appeal was made to that Office.

21/05/2019WRX03400National Broadband Plan

21/05/2019WRX03500497. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the liability of companies (details supplied) for the execution of the national 
broadband plan contract; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21690/19]

21/05/2019WRX03600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Granahan McCourt Dublin (Ireland) Limited and Tetrad Corporation are the inves-
tors responsible for providing all of the equity, working capital, performance related security 
and project deliverables.  The contract for the delivery of the National Broadband Plan will be 
signed with National Broadband Ireland (NBI) whose ultimate parent company will be Grana-
han McCourt Dublin (Ireland) Limited. NBI is a new Company set up for the purposes of de-
livering the NBP.

National Broadband Ireland will be responsible for delivery of the contractual obligations 
under the contract.

21/05/2019WRX03700National Broadband Plan

21/05/2019WRX03800498. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
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Environment the vehicle by which the State could enforce a liability against creditors of a com-
pany (details supplied) in the case that it runs into financial difficulties; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21691/19]

21/05/2019WRX03900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The contract for the delivery of the National Broadband Plan will be signed with 
National Broadband Ireland (NBI) whose ultimate parent company will be Granahan McCourt 
Dublin (Ireland) Limited.  NBI will be responsible for delivery of the obligations to the Minis-
ter under the contract.  There are provisions in the NBP Contract which provide for monitoring 
of financial standing of NBI, its shareholders and certain other companies.

21/05/2019WRX04000Planning Issues

21/05/2019WRX04100499. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the reason stakeholders require planning permission to repair habitat that has been 
damaged by OPW arterial drainage, that is, damaged without planning permission further to 
flood relief; and the reason Inland Fisheries Ireland is not using its own exemptions for planning 
permission to carry out instream repair and enhancement. [21825/19]

21/05/2019WRX04200Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): Matters relating to the planning acts are a matter for the relevant 
local authority.  Exemptions potentially available to Inland Fisheries Ireland under the under 
the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (Statutory Instrument 600 of 2001) are very 
narrowly constrained and are also a matter for the relevant local authority.   My Department has 
no function in that regard or in the making of determinations under same.

21/05/2019WRX04300Inland Fisheries

21/05/2019WRX04400500. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the point at which instream fishery work became a matter for local authorities; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [21826/19]

21/05/2019WRX04500Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment (Deputy Seán Canney): The principal function of Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) is 
the protection, management and conservation of the inland fisheries resource as outlined in the 
Inland Fisheries Act 2010.  However responsibility for instream works may also be a matter for 
a number of statutory authorities depending on the nature of the development proposed.  I am 
advised that where a river forms part of a drainage district, but is not within a drainage scheme, 
then responsibility for maintenance of that river falls on the Local Authority(ies) in whose area 
the river is situate as specified in the 1945 Arterial Drainage Act. 

The vast majority of Ireland’s inland fishery waters are included in or are adjacent to Special 
Areas of Conservation (SACs).  I understand that development, in or within 15 kilometres of, 
an SAC requires screening for Appropriate Assessment under the EU Habitats Directive and 
this necessitates consultation by the project promoter with the Department of Culture, Heritage 
and the Gaeltacht and the National Parks and Wildlife Service from whom consent is likely to 
be required.  Such Appropriate Assessments often result in a requirement for planning permis-
sion which involves the relevant Local Authority.

IFI provides grant aid for fisheries related work which is available to angling clubs, commu-
nity groups and Local Authorities and is subject, like all public funding schemes, to all statutory 
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conditions being met and relevant statutory permissions obtained. 

Without specific details of the issue being raised by the Deputy it is not possible for me to 
advise further.  If the Deputy has a particular issue in mind I would be happy to ask IFI to liaise 
with him directly.

21/05/2019WRX04600Wastewater Treatment

21/05/2019WRX04700501. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the reason Inland Fisheries Ireland is doing nothing to prevent raw sewage con-
tinually running into the waterways that it is responsible for protecting during high water events 
(details supplied). [21827/19]

21/05/2019WRX04800Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): The Environmental Protection Agency is the statutory authority 
which licences Irish Water waste water facilities and would be the primary agency to address 
and enforce non-compliance issues.  IFI have prosecuted Irish Water on a number of occasions 
for the discharge of sewage to rivers around the country, where incidents involve issues for 
fisheries, most recently in the case of the river Tolka in Dublin. 

If specific instances of raw sewage being discharged are known these should be reported 
to IFI immediately through the 24 hour hotline number, 1890 347424.  IFI’s Environmental 
Officers fully investigate any such report as regards any impact on fisheries and, if sufficient 
evidence is obtained, may proceed to prosecute.

Separately I can confirm that where fish kills occur as a result of pollution it is the stated 
policy of IFI that it takes a prosecution where the cause of the fish kill is identified. 

IFI separately makes submissions on infrastructure development through both the planning 
and licensing systems in order to proactively protect the fishery resource.

21/05/2019WRX04900National Broadband Plan

21/05/2019WRX05000502. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he has been advised as to the likely rate of take-up under the national broadband 
plan of high-speed broadband by homes and businesses in the State intervention area; if he has 
assessed the consequences of a low take-up rate on the average cost per household; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22002/19]

21/05/2019WRX05100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The deployment of the network within the NBP intervention area will commence at 
contract award and take up to seven years to complete.  The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 
premises by the end of the second year, with 70-100,000 premises each year thereafter until roll 
out is completed.  The ultimate take-up of the service is estimated to be around 80%. This will 
be driven by linking payment of subsidy to verification of connections made by National Broad-
band Ireland (NBI) as well as passing premises in the Intervention Area.  There are also require-
ments in the contract around demand stimulation and stakeholder engagement to drive take up. 

The nearest comparison in relation to take up is the eir 300k rural deployment. Take up of 
this service is in line with the trajectory anticipated by eir when it planned the rural fibre rollout.  
The rate of take up along eir’s 300k deployment has increased throughout 2018 and is expected 
to increase further as eir proceeds to pass and connect further premises every month and as 
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awareness of the availability of high speed broadband improves and retailers offer a choice and 
variety of communications packages over the network.  There is nothing to suggest that demand 
in the intervention area would differ from the demand for high speed broadband in urban areas, 
or in the eir 300k deployment area. 

In addition, the bidder was required to develop and analyse the demand for their service.  
This included profiling of demographics, surveys and benchmarking exercises.  The bidder car-
ried out a market analysis of the end-users in the intervention area as well as a benchmarking 
analysis for the demand for a high speed broadband service by those likely end-users.  This 
analysis supported forecasted demand for take-up which was included in the final tender sub-
mission. 

The level of subsidy is capped and NBI bears all risk beyond that provided for within the 
subsidy allowed, for example the cost of materials, labour and any lower than expected take up.

21/05/2019WRX05200Social Media Regulation

21/05/2019WRX05300503. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to introduce legislation to provide independent oversight of the social 
media sector to ensure that it operates its policies to remove content from social media in a fair 
and equitable manner and to provide a mechanism for persons to appeal its censorship decisions 
to a State agency that would be independent; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22082/19]

21/05/2019WRX05400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In early March, I announced that Government would address harmful content through 
the development of new legislation, an Online Safety & Media Regulation Bill, which will also 
transpose the revised Audio Visual Media Services Directive.  I launched a public consultation 
on these proposals which concluded last month.  This Bill will establish, for the first time, a 
clear expectation for online platforms to take reasonable steps to ensure the safety of their us-
ers, especially children.  It will provide for regulatory oversight of these measures by a robustly 
empowered Online Safety Commissioner.  In preparing this legislation, I am conscious of the 
need to ensure an appropriate balance of the rights of relevant stakeholders, including freedom 
of expression. 

I want to thank all those who contributed to the consultation, including NGOs, industry 
players, experts and member of the public, and to note that these contributions will be published 
in the coming weeks.  We are currently examining the issues raised and suggestions made to 
inform the development of this new legislation.

21/05/2019WRX05500Online Safety

21/05/2019WRX05600504. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to establish a digital commissioner; and his plans to meet the companies 
to discuss same. [21774/19]

21/05/2019WRX05700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In early March, I announced that Government would address harmful content through 
the development of new legislation, an Online Safety & Media Regulation Bill, which will also 
transpose the revised Audio Visual Media Services Directive. I launched a public consultation 
on these proposals which concluded last month.
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This Bill will establish, for the first time, a clear expectation for online platforms to take 
reasonable steps to ensure the safety of their users, especially children, and provide for regula-
tory oversight by a robustly empowered Online Safety Commissioner.

The consultation has been the primary mechanism through which I have sought the views 
of stakeholders, including relevant companies, in relation to the proposals.  I want to thank all 
those who contributed to the consultation, including NGOs, industry players, experts and mem-
ber of the public, and to note that these contributions will be published in the coming weeks.  
We are currently examining the issues raised and suggestions made to inform the development 
of this new legislation.

21/05/2019WRY00200Waste Management Regulations

21/05/2019WRY00300505. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he has powers or responsibility to ensure a road with four individual properties 
is serviced by a refuse collection by at least one of the companies operating within the area. 
[21362/19]

21/05/2019WRY00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I have no legislative power to compel a private company to provide a service to spe-
cific properties.  

The obligations on local authorities in relation to collecting household waste are set out in 
section 33 of the Waste Management Act 1996, as amended. In summary, it provides that each 
local authority shall collect, or arrange for the collection of, household waste within its func-
tional area. The obligation to collect or arrange for the collection of household waste shall not 
apply if: 

-   an adequate waste collection service is available in the local authority’s functional area, 

-   the estimated costs of the collection of the waste would, in the opinion of the local author-
ity, be unreasonably high, or 

-   the local authority is satisfied that adequate arrangements for the disposal of the waste 
concerned can reasonably be made by the holder of the waste.

Under section 60(3) of the Waste Management Act 1996, as Minister, I am precluded from 
exercising any power or control in relation to the performance by a local authority, in particular 
circumstances, of a statutory function vested in it.

21/05/2019WRY00500Broadband Service Provision

21/05/2019WRY00600506. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the status of plans for broadband to be installed at a location (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21369/19]

21/05/2019WRY00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The purpose of the National Broadband Plan is to ensure that over 1.1 million of our 
citizens in rural Ireland have the same opportunity to participate in the digital society as citizens 
living in urban areas. The availability of ubiquitous high speed broadband will bring significant 
benefits in areas of e-Health, e-Education, smart farming, regional development and tourism.
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The premises referred to by the Deputy is in the AMBER area on the National Broadband 
Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s website at 
www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led 
intervention under the NBP.

This intervention is the subject of the procurement process to engage a company to build, 
operate and maintain the NBP State intervention network. Following rigorous evaluation by 
my Department, I recently brought a recommendation to Government to confer Preferred Bid-
der status on Granahan McCourt, the remaining bidder in the NBP procurement process and 
Government has agreed to this. 

The Government Decision means that it is intended to award the State Intervention contract 
to the Granahan McCourt, subject to contract close, including finalisation of financial and legal 
documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network will commence shortly after 
that. 

The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment.

In the first year of this roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Con-
nection Points (BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be 
deployed in each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, 
enhancing online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these 
locations. A deployment plan will be made available by the bidder once the contract is signed. 
The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises by end of the second year of the overall deploy-
ment, with 70-100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed. 

21/05/2019WRY00800Inland Fisheries

21/05/2019WRY00900507. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 1225 to 1228, inclusive, of 8 May 2019, 
the angling federations and stakeholders he has met with; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [21377/19]

21/05/2019WRY01000508. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the steps he plans to take to repair relations between Inland Fisheries Ireland and 
its stakeholders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21378/19]

21/05/2019WRY01100Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 507 and 508 together. 

I can advise the Deputy that I, along with senior officials from my Department and IFI, 
recently met with Angling Council of Ireland which incorporates representatives of the Irish 
Federation of Pike Angling Clubs and the Salmon and Sea Trout Recreational Anglers of Ire-
land. I also met with representatives of the National Anglers Representative Association and the 
Trout Anglers Federation of Ireland and I intend to meet other federations in the coming weeks. 

Inland Fisheries Ireland has a wide and diverse range of stakeholders covering the envi-
ronmental, ecological, commercial fishing, sea angling and inland angling sectors as well as 
statutory and other public bodies. Relations with the vast majority of stakeholders is positive, 
supportive and professional. 

IFI engages with stakeholders at all levels of the organisation from local and regional fisher-
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ies staff, project co-ordinators for the National Strategy for Angling Development, researchers 
and scientific staff up to senior managers. This is indicative of a very high level of constructive 
engagement with the various stakeholder groups. 

Productive engagement needs to be based on mutually considerate participation to support 
cooperation across all the component disciplines of the representative angling stakeholder base 
in particular. I am leading on positive, inclusive and consensual discussions for the benefit of 
the entire angling sector acting in a unified manner for the good of angling. 

In view of the number of related questions which the Deputy has tabled in recent weeks, I 
would be happy to arrange a briefing for him with senior officials of the Department and IFI. 

21/05/2019WRY01300Flood Relief Schemes

21/05/2019WRY01400509. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on the lack of involvement by Inland Fisheries Ireland in the Bandon 
flood relief scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21379/19]

21/05/2019WRY01500Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): The Bandon Flood Relief Scheme is entirely under the remit of 
the Office of Public Works (OPW). Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) has no direct statutory remit 
in relation to the implementation of such schemes.

However, should fisheries related works be required in conjunction with or following the 
implementation of any such scheme, IFI are involved to the full extent of its statutory remit. IFI 
has recently signed an agreement with OPW to build on existing good practices and develop a 
framework to support high level collaboration. 

Both organisations have obligations to implement European and national legislation and 
policy. The agreement will deliver the Environmental River Enhancement Programme and fo-
cus on scientific investigations; impacts of arterial drainage maintenance on the biota and habi-
tat with the river corridor; the potential for current strategies to provide environmental gain 
while securing adequate channel conveyance. All if this is to be undertaken in the context of the 
EU Water Framework Directive.

I can confirm for the Deputy that IFI recently took a prosecution in relation to a fish kill that 
occurred during works relating to the Bandon scheme. 

21/05/2019WRY01600Departmental Communications

21/05/2019WRY01700510. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the number of briefings by phone or in writing given by officials of his De-
partment to a person (details supplied); the content of those briefings; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21382/19]

21/05/2019WRY01800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My officials have briefed the person referred to by the Deputy on three occasions.  

My office issued an invitation to each opposition party, as well as independent TDS, to an 
official briefing on 8 May 2019, after the preferred bidder announcement, with details of the 
latest position on the National Broadband Plan including how the network will be built, how 
long it will take and how much it will cost.
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There was a telephone call 10 April 2019, when the individual enquired if the London 
School of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene had completed its work on the Warmth and Well-
being scheme analysis. It was explained that this work was ongoing.

There was a telephone call and text on 21-22 February 2019 when the individual enquired 
in relation to Support Scheme for Renewable Heat and Anaerobic Digestion. It was explained 
that the process was not finalised and State Aid approval had yet to be cleared.

I trust this clarifies the position.

21/05/2019WRY01900Postal Codes

21/05/2019WRY02000511. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the reason Eircode postcodes are only updated four times per year; if his 
attention has been drawn to a situation by which persons are unable to access broadband due 
to the fact that Eircode postcodes are not updated (details supplied); his plans to address same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21396/19]

21/05/2019WRY02100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Eircodes are assigned to new property addresses using a valid postal address and 
verified geo-locations. An Post collects information on new and existing buildings, as well as 
changes to existing addresses and Ordnance Survey Ireland provides the geo-locations for these 
buildings. An Post GeoDirectory, issue a new release of the GeoDirectory database file on a 
quarterly basis to Capita Business Support Services Ireland, trading as Eircode, in accordance 
with their licence agreement.  

Each new address assigned an Eircode is published on the free to use Eircode Finder web-
site, a notification letter is issued to the occupant containing the Eircode of that address and the 
latest updated Eircode database is made available to licensed businesses for their use. Eircode 
have informed my Department that 78,400 addresses have been assigned an Eircode since the 
launch in 2015.

Once the Eircode database is updated on a quarterly basis, it is then a matter for individual 
Eircode data providers to provide updates to commercial businesses in accordance with the 
terms of licence agreements.

However, in recognition of the fact that earlier assignment of Eircodes to new builds is 
desirable, my officials are working with An Post, Ordnance Survey Ireland (OSi), An Post Geo-
Directory and Capita to improve and expedite the existing process. 

21/05/2019WRY02200Broadband Service Provision

21/05/2019WRY02300512. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the position regarding the provision of broadband to a property (details supplied). 
[21412/19]

21/05/2019WRY02400514. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the position regarding the provision of broadband to a property (details supplied). 
[21414/19]

21/05/2019WRY02500515. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the position regarding the provision of broadband to a property (details supplied). 
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[21415/19]

21/05/2019WRY02600516. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the position regarding the provision of broadband to a property (details supplied). 
[21416/19]

21/05/2019WRY02700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 512 and 514 to 516, inclusive, together. 

The purpose of the National Broadband Plan is to ensure that over 1.1 million of our citi-
zens in rural Ireland have the same opportunity to participate in the digital society as citizens 
living in urban areas. The availability of ubiquitous high speed broadband will bring significant 
benefits in areas of e-Health, e-Education, smart farming, regional development and tourism.

The premises referenced by the Deputy are all located in the AMBER area on the National 
Broadband Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s 
website at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the pro-
posed State led Intervention under the NBP. 

This intervention is the subject of the procurement process to engage a company to build, 
operate and maintain the NBP State intervention network. I recently brought a recommendation 
to Government to confer Preferred Bidder status on Granahan McCourt, the remaining bidder 
in the NBP procurement process and Government agreed to this. 

The Government Decision of 7 May 2019 means that it is intended to award the State Inter-
vention contract to the Bidder. This award is subject to contract close including finalisation of 
financial and legal documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network will com-
mence shortly after that. 

The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment.

In the first year of this roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Con-
nection Points (BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be 
deployed in each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, 
enhancing online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these 
locations. A deployment plan will be made available by the bidder once the contract is signed. 
The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises by end of the second year of the overall deploy-
ment, with 70-100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed. 

21/05/2019WRY02800Broadband Service Provision

21/05/2019WRY02900513. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the position regarding the provision of broadband to a property (details supplied). 
[21413/19]

21/05/2019WRY03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The premises referred to by the Deputy is in the LIGHT BLUE area on the National 
Broadband Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s 
website at www.broadband.gov.ie. The LIGHT BLUE areas are where eir is in the process of 
deploying high speed broadband to 300,000 premises on a commercial basis. 

Under a Commitment Agreement signed with my Department in April 2017, eir is in the 
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process of passing 300,000 predominantly rural homes with high speed broadband. According 
to data for Q4 2018 submitted by eir to my Department the company has passed almost 225,000 
premises nationwide as part of its ongoing deployment.

Information on eir’s rural deployment is available on that company’s website, http://fibre-
rollout.ie/Eircode-lookup/. A copy of the Commitment Agreement is available on my Depart-
ment’s website, www.dccae.gov.ie.

Questions Nos. 514 to 516, inclusive, answered with Question No. 512.

21/05/2019WRY03400Broadband Service Provision

21/05/2019WRY03500517. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the reason broadband cannot be rolled out to all houses in an area (details sup-
plied) in view of the fact a number of houses in the area have been successfully connected. 
[21464/19]

21/05/2019WRY03600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The purpose of the National Broadband Plan is to ensure that over 1.1 million of our 
citizens in rural Ireland have the same opportunity to participate in the digital society as citizens 
living in urban areas. The availability of ubiquitous high speed broadband will bring significant 
benefits in areas of e-Health, e-Education, smart farming, regional development and tourism.

In April 2017, my Department published an updated version of the National Broadband Plan 
(NBP) High Speed Broadband Map. This is available at www.broadband.gov.ie. 

The map shows the areas targeted by commercial operators to provide high speed broadband 
services and the areas that will be included in the State Intervention Area under the National 
Broadband Plan. The Map is colour coded and searchable by address/Eircode:

- The AMBER area represents the parts of the country where commercial operators have no 
plans to build high speed broadband networks. Premises in the AMBER area will be provided 
with high Speed Broadband through a State Intervention. 

- The BLUE area represents those areas where commercial providers are either currently 
delivering or have plans to deliver high speed broadband services. 

- The LIGHT BLUE area represents eir’s commercial rural deployment plans to rollout high 
speed broadband to 300,000 premises as part of a Commitment Agreement signed with my 
Department in April 2017. 

The table below details the percentage of premises to be covered by the State Intervention 
and through commercial investment in the areas identified by the Deputy. eir’s deployment 
within the townlands of Magillstown and Balheary is now complete.

Townland Premises within 
the NBP Inter-
vention Area 

Premises within 
Commercial 
Operator’s Area 

Premises within 
eir planned rural 
deployment

Total

Magillstown 59% (13) 41% (9) 0% (0) 100% (22)
Balheary 45% (17) 55% (21) 0% (0) 100% (38)

Premises where commercial providers are not currently delivering or have indicated no 
plans to deliver high speed broadband services will be addressed through the National Broad-
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band Plan State led Intervention. 

This intervention is the subject of the procurement process to engage a company to build, 
operate and maintain the NBP State intervention network. Following rigorous evaluation by my 
Department, I recently brought a recommendation to Government to confer Preferred Bidder 
status on Granahan McCourt, the remaining bidder in the NBP procurement process and Gov-
ernment has agreed to this at its meeting on 7 May.

The Government Decision of 7 May 2019 means that it is intended to award the State Inter-
vention contract to the Bidder. This award is subject to contract close including finalisation of 
financial and legal documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network will com-
mence shortly after that. 

The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment

In the first year of this roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Con-
nection Points (BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be 
deployed in each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, 
enhancing online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these 
locations. A deployment plan will be made available by the bidder once the contract is signed. 
The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises by end of the second year of the overall deploy-
ment, with 70-100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed. 

21/05/2019WRY03700Fish Farming

21/05/2019WRY03800518. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the long-term plans for Cullion fish farm, Mullingar, County Westmeath. [21500/19]

21/05/2019WRY03900Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): The fish farming operations of Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) are 
currently under review by the Fish Farm Working Group established by the Board of IFI.  

This Working Group includes stakeholders and IFI board members among its membership. 
Recent discussion has focused on the challenges faced in existing production facilities, includ-
ing the facility at Cullion, in an environmental and ecological context and most importantly 
from a health and safety perspective.

I met recently with the Working Group and I understand that its continuing work involves 
examining a range of options in relation to potential future fish production subject to the avail-
ability of funding.

I await the conclusions of the Working Group in order to consider how best to progress mat-
ters. 

21/05/2019WRY04000Departmental Expenditure

21/05/2019WRY04100519. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the amount spent in fees to companies (details supplied) and to private audit 
and advisory firms by his Department in each of the years 2011 to 2018. [21589/19]

21/05/2019WRY04200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
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Bruton): My Department administers a very diverse, complex and technical brief across criti-
cal and strategic sectors of the Irish economy. While it has a total complement of around 396 
full time equivalent staff of whom a number are technical personnel, the technical, commercial, 
legal complexity and evolving nature of sectors with which the Department deals requires ac-
cess to external professional expertise to assist in discharging its functions. In procuring these 
specialised services, my Department always seeks to ensure value for money and that these 
services contribute to project delivery and informed, robust and evidence based policy making.  

The bulk of the studies are technical and specialist in nature and were necessary to address 
specific issues as they arose and enable the Department to discharge its policy and project re-
sponsibilities in the areas concerned.

Details of expenditure for consultancy services provided to my Department in each year 
from 2011 to 2018 are set out in the table below. Following contact with your office by officials, 
expenditure details given include all consultancies provided to the Department across all sec-
tors.

Year Amount 
2011 €1,610,025
2012 €1,726,970
2013 €2,416,437
2014 €3,687,997
2015 €6,146,486
2016 €5,716,393
2017 €14,656,727
2018 €12,034,032

21/05/2019WRY04300Broadband Service Provision

21/05/2019WRY04400520. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the efibre broadband roll-out with reference to a location (details 
supplied). [21597/19]

21/05/2019WRY04500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The purpose of the National Broadband Plan is to ensure that over 1.1 million of our 
citizens in rural Ireland have the same opportunity to participate in the digital society as citizens 
living in urban areas. The availability of ubiquitous high speed broadband will bring significant 
benefits in areas of e-Health, e-Education, smart farming, regional development and tourism.

The premises referred to by the Deputy is in the AMBER area on the National Broadband 
Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s website at 
www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led 
intervention under the NBP.

This intervention is the subject of the procurement process to engage a company to build, 
operate and maintain the NBP State intervention network. Following rigorous evaluation by 
my Department, I recently brought a recommendation to Government to confer Preferred Bid-
der status on Granahan McCourt, the remaining bidder in the NBP procurement process and 
Government has agreed to this. 

The Government Decision of 7 May 2019 means that it is intended to award the State Inter-
vention contract to the Bidder. This award is subject to contract close including finalisation of 
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financial and legal documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network will com-
mence shortly after that. 

The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment.

In the first year of roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Connection 
Points (BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed 
in each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, enhancing 
online participation. 

21/05/2019WRY04600National Broadband Plan

21/05/2019WRY04700521. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if companies (details supplied) provided confirmation of support for another com-
pany as part of the tendering process for the national broadband plan; the confirmation sought 
and received; if either company completed a pre-qualification questionnaire; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21692/19]

21/05/2019WRY04800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Tetrad Corporation and McCourt Global LLC were the two companies that Granahan 
McCourt relied on to demonstrate its economic and financial capacity for the purposes of the 
pre- qualification process of the National Broadband Plan procurement process.  

The requirements for relying on the resources of other entities, are set out in the Project 
Information Memorandum including at section 10.2 and the Pre-Qualification Questionnaire. 
Both of these documents have been published. 

Tetrad Corporation and McCourt Global LLC. both completed Pre-Qualification Question-
naires provided letters of support as part of that process. 

Tetrad Corporation and McCourt Global LLC. were assessed individually at PQQ in rela-
tion to capacity to meet the financial and economic standing criteria and both passed. This 
meant that either company was capable of meeting the required criteria without the other. 

Tetrad Corporation and McCourt Global both reiterated their support at Final Tender but 
Tetrad Corporation also provided a commitment letter in relation to the equity required for the 
project. 

This means that Tetrad Corporation has committed to invest in the Project with Granahan 
McCourt (Dublin) Ireland.

21/05/2019WRY04900National Broadband Plan

21/05/2019WRY05000522. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the contract for the national broadband plan precludes the sale of companies 
(details supplied); if so, the nature of this clause; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21693/19]

21/05/2019WRY05100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The NBP Contract includes change in ownership restrictions that are consistent with 
normal practice in major infrastructure projects.
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National Broadband Ireland (NBI) is obliged to seek the written consent of the Minister 
prior to the occurrence of a Change in Ownership of NBI that occurs at any time from the 
commencement of the contract up until one year after the completion of deployment. After the 
one year anniversary of the completion of deployment, the shares of NBI can be sold without 
Ministerial consent but not to Unsuitable Third Parties.

Unsuitable Third Parties include excluded parties specifically set out in EU procurement 
regulations, parties involved in the arms trade, parties who have been convicted of a criminal 
offence related to business, parties who have failed to comply with tax rules and parties whose 
activities pose a threat to national security. Also, if any shareholder has a contingent commit-
ment to make a loan or equity or capital contribution to NBI, NBI is required, until that commit-
ment has been delivered, to seek the written consent of the Minister to a Change in Ownership 
which results in the shareholder ceasing to have Control (i.e. a 30% shareholding or equivalent 
level of control) of NBI.

NBI is obliged to notify the Minister of any Change in Ownership throughout the life of the 
Contract and there are provisions in the Contract in relation to clawback payments in the event 
of a sale of NBI prior to contract year 10.

If a Change in Ownership occurs, NBI (in new ownership) will continue to be bound by the 
NBP Contract.

The Minister can terminate the NBP Contract and take ownership of NBI if there is an un-
remedied change in ownership of NBI in breach of the NBP Contract.

The Minister will also have a priority (1st ranking) security over the shares in NBI. This 
creates a practical inhibitor on the shareholder disposing of those shares without the Minister 
being satisfied that the disposal is consistent with the Contract.

The Minister will also have priority (1st ranking) security over the Assets of NBI through-
out the term of the NBP Contract. This means in practical terms that any material fixed Assets 
which NBI requires to perform the NBP Contract cannot be sold without the Minister’s consent.

21/05/2019WRY05200National Broadband Plan

21/05/2019WRY05300523. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the actions taken in considering the renationalisation of Eir; the meetings held 
with Eir; the reports received by him; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21694/19]

21/05/2019WRY05400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Among the alternatives considered following the submission of the final tender in 
2018 was the possibility of reacquiring eir or specific network assets owned by eir. A high level 
indicative analysis based on information available in the marketplace was performed by offi-
cials in my Department and by NewERA. Both analyses concluded that the costs to acquire eir 
would likely exceed the subsidy to be awarded under the current proposed solution to the NBP 
State intervention. Similar to the other long list of alternatives considered, my Department con-
cluded that to pursue this area would further delay the NBP and take longer to reach 100% of 
the premises in the Intervention Area. In addition, it would be required to conduct a consultation 
on a new strategy, along with a new procurement process and State aid application. 

21/05/2019WRZ00200National Broadband Plan
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21/05/2019WRZ00300524. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the issues raised by a person (details supplied) at a meeting in New York at which 
the national broadband plan was discussed; if officials or he subsequently met with this person to 
discuss the national broadband plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [21695/19]

21/05/2019WRZ00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): A minute of the meeting in July 2018 was published last year and was amongst the 
documentation made available to the Process Auditor. Neither I nor my officials have met with 
the individual named. 

21/05/2019WRZ00500National Broadband Plan Expenditure

21/05/2019WRZ00600525. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the amount spent to date in 2019 on the national broadband plan; the amount ex-
pected to be spent in 2019 on the plan; if it is below the €75 million allocated under the National 
Development Plan 2018-2027; if funding can be carried forward to 2020; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [21708/19]

21/05/2019WRZ00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The total value of payments made in relation to the National Broadband Plan (NBP) 
in 2019 is €953,120.57 (including VAT). This expenditure includes the cost of corporate and 
economic advice, technical support and network design, the cost of legal and environmental ad-
vice. These services were procured by way of competitive tender. In addition, my Department 
has staff and other administrative costs related to the NBP.   The National Development Plan 
(NDP) included an initial estimate for the National Broadband Plan State intervention for the 
period 2018 to 2027. This was an estimation of the requirement at the time the NDP was being 
prepared, since the level of State subsidy for the National Broadband Plan State intervention 
was always to be determined through the NBP procurement process. The National Broadband 
Plan is funded through the Capital allocation for my Department. Funding for the National 
Broadband Plan is allocated from the Communications subhead A.3 and has been allocated 
€75m in 2019 based on the NDP allocation. 

Section 91 of the Finance Act 2004 provides that a maximum of up to 10% of the total capi-
tal allocation of each Vote may be carried over to the following financial year, subject to the 
approval of the Oireachtas and an Order from the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

21/05/2019WRZ00800National Broadband Plan

21/05/2019WRZ00900526. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the costed alternatives that were considered in relation to the national broadband 
plan; and the amount each alternative would have cost.  [21709/19]

21/05/2019WRZ01000527. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the cost-benefit analyses conducted by his Department or on behalf of his Depart-
ment with regard to each alternative option considered for the national broadband plan; the 
costs of each of the options considered; the meetings and or communications with the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform in relation to these options; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [21710/19]

21/05/2019WRZ01100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 526 and 527 together. 
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The availability of high speed broadband to every home in the country will unlock the door 
to equal participation in digital transformation which is already transforming our lives and will 
continue to bring fresh opportunities which will be crucial to operations in Irelands regions

My Department commissioned a comprehensive Cost Benefit Analysis on the NBP as is a 
mandatory requirement under the public spending code. A CBA Benefits report and a detailed 
benefits calculation annex were published in 2015. This CBA was updated over the last four 
years and the finalised CBA was published earlier this month.

Alternative options for delivering high speed broadband were also considered in the context 
of only one bidder remaining in the process and this analysis has also been published. Each of 
these alternatives were considered against the CBA framework.

In stress testing a number of alternative options, it is not expected that a full CBA be car-
ried out, rather it was to evaluate the salient changes that other options would bring, and evalu-
ate them in the context of the general framework of benefits and costs. Some options sought 
to reduce the area covered, to alter the technology, to delay the roll out, or to alter the model 
underpinning the tender. This all involved an examination of costs, potential changes, state aid 
requirements etc.

That analysis concluded that these alternatives would take longer to reach 100% of the 
premises in the Intervention Area and in some scenarios would involve leaving some premises 
behind. In addition, the analysis concluded that the alternatives considered could potentially 
result in a higher cost to the State, would require a consultation on a new strategy, along with a 
new procurement process and State aid application. Some of the alternatives considered were 
unlikely to provide the level of future proofing required under the European Commission’s 
Strategy for a Gigabit Society. 

21/05/2019WRZ01300National Broadband Plan Administration

21/05/2019WRZ01400528. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the state aid implications of a new State agency being tasked with delivering the 
national broadband plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [21712/19]

21/05/2019WRZ01500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The European Commission published detailed State Aid Guidelines for broadband 
in 2013, which the current process under the National Broadband Plan has followed. Member 
States have a wide margin of discretion in designing interventions to support broadband roll-
out and choosing an appropriate intervention and financing model, subject to notification under 
State aid rules as appropriate.  The measure proposed by Ireland to address the market failure 
identified was consulted on in 2015 and decided prior to the initiation of the public procurement 
process in December 2015. The Commission has made it clear to my Department that should 
Ireland wish to pursue an alternative investment model (for example a new State agency) to 
that chosen in 2015, a complete (pre-) notification to the EU Commission would be necessary, 
outlining in detail the design of the intervention under any new investment model and its pos-
sible compatibility with all relevant State aid rules (including the relevant Procurement Law 
Directive), with the same level of detail as has been provided under the current plan. 

To establish a new non- commercial state agency my Department estimates that a new 
process would take at least 2 years from initiation to the appointment of an Agency, given the 
complexity of ensuring Ireland remains compliant with broadband State Aid and procurement 
law requirements. Such an agency would have to be established from scratch. Should an agency 
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model be chosen, that Agency would then have to set out a plan to procure the necessary net-
work design, build and operate contractors to act on behalf of the Agency to rollout the network 
and offer wholesale services to the market. 

21/05/2019WRZ01600National Broadband Plan

21/05/2019WRZ01700529. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the costs arising in the national broadband plan from connecting new fibre assets 
to metropolitan area networks in which the fibre provided is available through other providers; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [21713/19]

21/05/2019WRZ01800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The costs arising from connecting new fibre assets to Metropolitan Area Networks 
and national backhaul networks can be broken down into various components, including optical 
fibre cable of various fibre counts and infrastructure rental covering poles, ducts, and co-loca-
tion space. Some details of these costs are set out below.    NBI have proposed to rent infrastruc-
ture from eir and enet as part of its their deployment plan. The main categories of infrastructure 
involved are; poles, ducts, and co-location space. The rental price of the eir infrastructure to be 
used for this project is set by ComReg. 

Both eir and enet publish a range of rental prices on their websites. For example, the cost 
information relating to eir’s rental cost co-location space is available at the following link: 
https://www.openeir.ie/Reference_Offers/?selectedtab=aro. enet has published its permitted 
maximum pricing for ducts, co-location etc. at the following link:

https://www.enet.ie/wholesale-pricing.html)

Information on the cost of renting eir’s poles and ducts is available in the recent ComReg 
Decision notice, available at the following link:

https://www.comreg.ie/publication/pricing-of-eiras-wholesale-fixed-access-services-re-
sponse-to-consultation-document-1567-and-final-decision/.

The alternative to renting infrastructure which currently exists would be to build an entirely 
new network, which would significantly increase the cost of the NBP and delay deployment.”

21/05/2019WRZ01900National Broadband Plan

21/05/2019WRZ02000530. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the timeline for the development of each cost-benefit analysis of the national 
broadband plan; the timeline of the errors identified in a cost-benefit analysis conducted by a 
company (details supplied) which were subsequently corrected; when this was communicated 
to the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [21714/19]

21/05/2019WRZ02100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In relation to the National Broadband Plan my Department commissioned a com-
prehensive Cost Benefit Analysis (CBA) in line with the Public Spending Code (PSC). A CBA 
Benefits report and a detailed benefits calculation annex was published in 2015 by my Depart-
ment as part of the approval to launch the procurement process. All updates to the 2015 CBA 
were shared with officials in the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER) and 
the final CBA has been published by my Department this May.  The CBA has been developed 
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and updated over the last four years. It was only through detailed engagement with the mar-
ket through the 800 hours of dialogue with all bidders and through receiving the final tender 
submission by Granahan McCourt, that it was possible to finalise the published CBA which 
remains positive, even in the pessimistic scenario. 

There was also significant engagement between my Department and its advisers and the 
Irish Government Economic and Evaluation Service (IGEES) on behalf of DPER on the CBA. 
The development of the CBA has incorporated feedback from IGEES and DPER officials. The 
development of the CBA has incorporated and addressed feedback from IGEES and DPER of-
ficials to ensure compliance with the PSC. 

During the course of engagement with IGEES and DPER officials an issue was raised by 
IGEES which was based on new guidance from that unit and had not been considered as part 
of the 2015 CBA. When this feedback was incorporated it resulted in a reduction to the net 
benefits in the CBA. An issue was identified in February 2019 relating to incorrect costs being 
included in the CBA. This error had not been in the 2015 CBA but instead was included in later 
CBA iterations. Correction of this error resulted in a reduction in costs, with the number in the 
CBA now reflecting the Final Tender. These corrections to benefits and costs are reflected in the 
final CBA and resulted in an overall positive CBA, published earlier this month. 

There are challenges in applying the PSC to a bespoke project such as the NBP however, 
all of the benefits included in the CBA are consistent with the PSC Guidelines and generally 
accepted approached to CBAs of this nature. 

PwC have provided all necessary assurances to my Department that both the CBA published 
in 2015 and the final CBA provided to the DPER and published in 2019 are accurate for all 
known costs and benefits allowed for under the PSC and are fully compliant with the PSC. 

21/05/2019WRZ02200Broadband Service Provision

21/05/2019WRZ02300531. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if and when high speed broadband services will be provided to a person (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21759/19]

21/05/2019WRZ02400532. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if and when high speed broadband services will be provided to a person (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21760/19]

21/05/2019WRZ02500533. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if and when high speed broadband services will be provided to a person (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21761/19]

21/05/2019WRZ02600534. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if and when high speed broadband services will be provided to a person (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21762/19]

21/05/2019WRZ02700535. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if and when high speed broadband services will be provided to persons (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21763/19]

21/05/2019WRZ02800541. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when access to high speed broadband will be facilitated in the case of a per-
son (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21885/19]
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21/05/2019WRZ02900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 531 to 535, inclusive, and 541 together. 

The purpose of the National Broadband Plan is to ensure that over 1.1 million of our citi-
zens in rural Ireland have the same opportunity to participate in the digital society as citizens 
living in urban areas. The availability of ubiquitous high speed broadband will bring significant 
benefits in areas of e-Health, e-Education, smart farming, regional development and tourism.

All of the premises referenced by the Deputy are in the AMBER area on the National Broad-
band Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s website 
at www.broadband.gov.ie. 

The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led intervention under 
the NBP.

This intervention is the subject of the procurement process to engage a company to build, 
operate and maintain the NBP State intervention network. Following rigorous evaluation by my 
Department, I recently brought a recommendation to Government to confer Preferred Bidder 
status on Granahan McCourt, the remaining bidder in the NBP procurement process and Gov-
ernment agreed to this at its meeting on 7 May. 

The Government decision means that it is intended to award the State Intervention contract 
to Granahan McCourt, subject to the contract close, including the finalisation of financial and 
legal documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network will commence shortly 
after that. 

The bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment. 

In the first year of roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Connection 
Points (BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed 
in each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, enhancing 
online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these locations. 
A deployment plan will be made available by the bidder once the contract is signed. The Bidder 
is aiming to pass 133,000 premises by end of the second year of the overall deployment, with 
70-100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

21/05/2019WRZ03400Biofuel Obligation Scheme

21/05/2019WRZ03500536. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the level in volume of biofuel in the fuel mix of the transport sector; his views 
on whether the target of 11% by 2020 will be reached; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14929/19]

21/05/2019WRZ03600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Biofuels Obligation Scheme, administered by the National Oil Reserves Agency, 
is the principal support for the uptake of biofuels in Ireland. The scheme was introduced in 2010 
and requires suppliers of liquid road transport fuels to ensure that biofuels make up a portion of 
annual fuel sales. It works on the basis of tradable certificates - two certificates are awarded per 
litre of sustainable biofuel if that biofuel is produced from wastes or residues, or one certificate 
is awarded per litre for all other sustainable biofuels.   For each calendar year, a fuel supplier 
must hold sufficient biofuel obligation certificates to demonstrate compliance. Suppliers can 
meet their obligation either by placing sufficient amounts of biofuel on the market themselves, 
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or by purchasing certificates from other suppliers with a surplus. The number of certificates re-
quired is determined by the biofuel obligation rate which increased in January 2019 from 8% by 
volume to 10% by volume. This means that at the end of the year, a fuel supplier must hold ten 
biofuel certificates for every 90 litres of fossil fuel they place on the road transport fuel market 
this year. Earlier this year, I signed an order to increase the biofuel obligation rate to 11% by 
volume, or 11 certificates per 89 litres of fossil fuel, from 1 January 2020.

In 2018, in order to meet the obligation over 200 million litres of biofuels were placed on 
the road transport fuel market. I expect the 10% by volume obligation from 2019 and the 11% 
by volume obligation from 2020 to be met. 

21/05/2019WRZ03700Broadband Service Provision

21/05/2019WRZ03800537. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the work of the Action Plan for Rural Development specifically relat-
ing to the roll out of broadband; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15417/19]

21/05/2019WRZ03900538. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the national broadband plan; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [21341/19]

21/05/2019WRZ04000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 537 and 538 together. 

The purpose of the National Broadband Plan is to ensure that over 1.1 million of our citi-
zens in rural Ireland have the same opportunity to participate in the digital society as citizens 
living in urban areas. The availability of ubiquitous high speed broadband will bring significant 
benefits in areas of e-Health, e-Education, smart farming, regional development and tourism.

The Government’s National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed broadband 
access (minimum 30 megabits per second) to all premises in Ireland, regardless of location. The 
NBP, which is pillar 5 of the Action Plan for Rural Ireland, has been a catalyst in encouraging 
investment by the telecoms sector. In 2012, less than 700,000, or 30% of Irish premises had 
access to high speed broadband. Today, 74% of the 2.4 million premises in Ireland have access 
to high speed broadband.

The National Broadband Plan intervention is the subject of the procurement process to en-
gage a company to build, operate and maintain the NBP State intervention network. Following 
rigorous evaluation by the Department, I recently brought a recommendation to Government to 
confer Preferred Bidder status on Granahan McCourt, the remaining bidder in the NBP procure-
ment process and Government agreed to this at its meeting on 7 May. 

The Government Decision means that it is intended to award the State Intervention contract 
to National Broadband Ireland, subject to the contract close, including the finalisation of finan-
cial and legal documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network will commence 
shortly after that. 

The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State Intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment.

In the first year of this roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Con-
nection Points (BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be 
deployed in each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, 
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enhancing online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these 
locations. A deployment plan will be made available by the Bidder once the contract is signed. 
The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises by end of the second year of the overall deploy-
ment, with 70-100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed. 

21/05/2019WRZ04200National Broadband Plan Data

21/05/2019WRZ04300539. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the unit price of cable per kilometre in the context of the national broadband 
plan; the number of optic strands per cable line; the price of infrastructure rental; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [21654/19]

21/05/2019WRZ04400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The unit price of cable per kilometre is information which is commercially sensitive 
within the telecommunications sector, as this fibre is sourced on the open commercial market. 
To disclose such information could allow suppliers to gain an unfair advantage and be disad-
vantageous to the National Broadband Plan (NBP) State intervention as a whole.   The design of 
the NBP State intervention network calls for both overhead and underground sections of cable 
and the final ‘drop’ cable used to make the final connection to premises (either overhead or un-
derground ). The number of fibre strands in a particular section will depend on the route design. 
Each route is specifically designed following a detailed site survey and the route cables are di-
mensioned to cater for existing and planned (at the time of deployment) premises. The cable di-
mensioning will include an additional fibre allowance to cater for future capacity requirements. 

NBI have proposed to rent infrastructure from eir and enet as part of their deployment plan. 
The main categories of infrastructure involved are; poles, ducts, and co-location space. The 
rental price of the eir infrastructure to be used for this project is set by ComReg. 

Both eir and enet publish a range of rental prices on their websites. For example, the cost in-
formation relating to eir’s rental cost co-location space is available at the following link: https://
www.openeir.ie/Reference_Offers/?selectedtab=aro. enet has published its permitted maximum 
pricing for ducts, co-location etc. at the following link https://www.enet.ie/wholesale-pricing.
html)

Information on the cost of renting eir’s poles and ducts is available in the recent ComReg 
Decision notice, available at the following link: 

https://www.comreg.ie/publication/pricing-of-eiras-wholesale-fixed-access-services-re-
sponse-to-consultation-document-1567-and-final-decision/

21/05/2019WRZ04500Public Spending Code

21/05/2019WRZ04600540. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if it is normal practice for his Department to quote costs of projects as excluding 
VAT; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [21834/19]

21/05/2019WRZ04700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Public Spending Code sets out a comprehensive set of expenditure appraisal, 
value for money and related guidance covering all public expenditure projects. The Code con-
tains standard analytical procedures for carrying out financial analysis and, in accordance with 
these procedures, VAT is excluded from project costs on the basis that it is a transfer payment.    
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The cost of procurement projects are published, exclusive of VAT, on the eTenders website and 
the Official Journal of the EU in accordance with procurement rules, which are based on the 
principle of equal treatment. VAT is excluded from costs, as VAT rates can differ depending on 
the jurisdiction of the tenderer and the nature of the goods or services being procured. 

Question No. 541 answered with Question No. 531.

21/05/2019WRZ04900National Broadband Plan Data

21/05/2019WRZ05000542. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the estimated equity value of the national high speed broadband network in the 
national broadband plan upon its completion.  [21999/19]

21/05/2019WRZ05100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The value of a company is generally based on its likely future profitability. While 
National Broadband Ireland will, similar to any commercial company, strive to maximise its 
revenue and profitability, it will be constrained due to State Aid restrictions and regulatory over-
sight of the prices it can charge. Under State Aid rules it cannot use the subsidised network to 
compete in commercial areas and therefore its annual turnover may at its peak be in the order of 
€150m. The monthly prices it can charge are also capped to ensure they are comparable to those 
charged in urban areas. National Broadband Ireland will have to cover its operating costs from 
its annual revenues.    It is difficult, therefore, to estimate with any certainty what the value of 
the company is likely to be at year 25 of the contract. Where the company is profitable at this 
point, the State will clawback 40% of this value under the contract and NBI will continue to 
operate the company at its own cost and serve all customers for a further 10 years up to 2054.

21/05/2019WRAA00200National Broadband Plan

21/05/2019WRAA00300543. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the number of premises that will not be provided with fibre connections under the na-
tional broadband plan; and the alternatives that will be provided for these premises. [22000/19]

21/05/2019WRAA00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The National Broadband Plan aims to ensure that every home, school and business in 
Ireland has access to high speed broadband. This is being achieved through a combination of 
commercial investment across the country, and a State intervention in those areas where com-
mercial operators acting alone are unlikely to invest. The NBP has been a catalyst in encourag-
ing investment by the telecoms sector. In 2012, less than 700,000, or 30% of Irish premises had 
access to high speed broadband. Today, 74% of the 2.4 million premises in Ireland can access 
high speed broadband.  

The National Broadband Plan intervention is the subject of the procurement process to en-
gage a company to build, operate and maintain the NBP State intervention network. Following 
rigorous evaluation by my Department, I recently brought a recommendation to Government to 
confer Preferred Bidder status on Granahan McCourt, the remaining bidder in the NBP procure-
ment process and Government agreed to this at its meeting on 7 May. 

The Government decision means that it is intended to award the State Intervention contract 
to National Broadband Ireland, subject to the contract close, including the finalisation of finan-
cial and legal documents. Deployment will start as soon as the contract is signed and will take 
7 years.
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The network to be built will provide the majority of homes and businesses with a fibre con-
nection. A small percentage (estimated at 2% of premises in the intervention area) of remote 
or difficult to connect premises may be connected with alternative technology such as fixed 
wireless, as long as the company meets the bandwidth and performance requirements of the 
contract. 

21/05/2019WRAA00500National Broadband Plan

21/05/2019WRAA00600544. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he plans to disclose the names of shareholders, equity owners in companies 
and other ownership vehicles linked to the consortium appointed as a favoured bidder in the 
national broadband plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22001/19]

21/05/2019WRAA00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Granahan McCourt Dublin (Ireland) Limited and Tetrad Corporation are the inves-
tors responsible for providing all of the equity, working capital, performance related security 
and project deliverables. 

NBI Infrastructure Limited, trading as National Broadband Ireland (NBI) is a new entity 
established by Granahan McCourt for the purposes of delivering the NBP. It is this company 
that will be the signatory to the NBP Contract. 

The equity of NBI will be invested in NBI via a holding company as would be typical for 
projects such as this. The holding company will be wholly owned by Granahan McCourt Dub-
lin (Ireland) Limited, subject to the Minister’s special share in NBI.

The majority (in excess of 95%) Shareholders of Granahan McCourt Dublin (Ireland) Lim-
ited are David McCourt and Walter Scott Junior whose shareholdings are held through Grana-
han McCourt Dublin LLC, Tetrad McCourt Investors LLC and Tetrad Corporation.

21/05/2019WRAA00800Energy Infrastructure

21/05/2019WRAA00900545. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the power stations at Lanesboro and Shannonbridge. [22031/19]

21/05/2019WRAA01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Power stations are an operational matter for the owner and operator of the power sta-
tion, in this instance the ESB, and one in which I do not have a function.  

The 100 megawatt Lough Ree electricity generating station at Lanesboro, Co. Longford 
and the 150 megawatt West Offaly electricity generating station at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly 
are both owned and operated by ESB. To date both have been fuelled with milled peat supplied 
by Bord na Móna. The plants have been supported by a Public Service Obligation since 2005 
for security of supply purposes. This support comes to an end in December this year. The two 
plants have been granted support under the third Renewable Energy Feed-in Tariff scheme (RE-
FIT3) to use up to 30% biomass in the fuel mix up to 2030. 

ESB has applied to Longford County Council in respect of the Lough Ree plant, and to An 
Bord Pleanála in respect of the West Offaly plant, for planning permission to co-fire with bio-
mass and peat at both plants, and ultimately to move to 100% biomass by 2027. I understand 
the decisions on both applications are expected later this year. 
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21/05/2019WRAA01100Landfill Sites

21/05/2019WRAA01200546. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 160 of 10 April 2019, when tenders will be 
invited for the remediation project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22045/19]

21/05/2019WRAA01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In December 2018, Kildare County Council, the contracting authority, invited tenders 
for expressions of interest in the remediation of Kerdiffstown landfill. The closing date for sub-
missions was extended until 14 February 2019 on foot of requests for more time made on the 
eTenders procurement website.  

This process of evaluation is still underway and Kildare County Council are currently re-
viewing clarifications sought from interested parties who have engaged in the tendering process 
with a view to awarding a successful tenderer by the end of this year. The procurement process 
is being managed by Kildare County Council in accordance with the Office of Public Procure-
ment guidelines and regulatory framework.

21/05/2019WRAA01400Alternative Energy Projects

21/05/2019WRAA01500547. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if plans are in place to increase the use of wind energy as a means of meeting 
targets in line with decarbonisation requirements; the extent to which the major renewables can 
be utilised to mount an accelerated campaign to catch up with EU identified targets within a 
reasonable time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22099/19]

21/05/2019WRAA01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I have recently set out a new ambition for Ireland, of reaching 70% renewable elec-
tricity by 2030, and details on how this will be delivered will be contained in the soon to be 
launched All of Government Climate Action Plan. The Plan will set out the necessary policy 
measures to help meet our 2030 target and will put Ireland on a clear pathway to meeting our 
2050 objectives.  

The EU Renewable Energy Directive 2009/28/EC set Ireland a legally binding target of 
meeting 16% of our energy demand from renewable sources by 2020. Good progress has been 
made to date, with the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) advising that approxi-
mately 11.3% of Ireland’s overall energy requirements in 2018 were met from renewable sourc-
es. 

My Department is developing the Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS), the pri-
mary objective of which will be to incentivise renewable electricity production (including from 
wind energy) to allow Ireland to deliver its 2030 renewable electricity contribution to EU wide 
targets and diversify the renewables portfolio on the system. 

The RESS will be subject to an EU State Aid approval process in line with the 2014 EU 
State Aid Guidelines. The RESS will be characterised by a series of renewable electricity auc-
tions, aligned with the ambition set out in Ireland’s All of Government Climate Action Plan and 
final National Energy and Climate Plan (NECP). It is expected that the first RESS auction will 
open for applications by the end of 2019. 

Furthermore, it is expected that corporate contracting of renewable energy sources will pro-
vide an important contribution to meeting Ireland’s renewable energy targets. Corporate power 
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purchase agreements also provide a route to market for project developers in the shorter term 
with real potential for boosting Ireland’s renewable energy capacity in advance of the RESS, at 
no extra cost to the public and contributing to decarbonisation targets. 

21/05/2019WRAA01700Electricity Generation

21/05/2019WRAA01800548. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the amount of electricity being generated from onshore wind, offshore wind, 
hydro and solar sources; the extent to which this can now form part of a reliable electricity grid; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22100/19]

21/05/2019WRAA01900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The most recent Energy in Ireland report which covered the period up to end 2017 
was published in December 2018 by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). Re-
newables, including wind (25%) generated around 30% of Ireland’s electricity in 2017, with the 
other main sources being gas at 51%, coal 12% and peat 7%.  

Provisional figures for 2018 show that renewables generated 32.5% of electricity with wind 
providing 27.6%, hydro 2.3%, solar 0.05% and biomass/other renewables 2.6% points of that. 
Electricity from natural gas in 2018 accounted for 52.5% of generation, coal accounted for 7%, 
peat 6.8%, wastes 1% and oil 0.5%.

EirGrid, as Transmission System Operator, ensure the power system remains stable through 
all grid conditions. EirGrid has indicated that wind and hydro accounted for 34% of electricity 
consumption during maximum load periods (5pm to 7pm) during the winter months from No-
vember 2018 to February 2019. 

In 2010, EirGrid launched the Delivering a Secure, Sustainable Power System (DS3) pro-
gramme which allows increasing levels of wind and solar generation on the grid while main-
taining grid security. The DS3 Programme now allows for two thirds of electricity at any one 
time being generated on the island of Ireland to come from wind, solar generation, hydro and 
other non-fossil fuel, with the goal of increasing this level to 75% in 2020.

The All of Government Climate Action Plan will be stepping up ambition in the renewable 
electricity sector with 70% of our electricity to be generated from renewable sources by 2030. 
This will require significant changes to the operation and management of the electricity grid, so 
as to integrate wind and solar energy at scale. 

21/05/2019WRAA02000Climate Change Adaptation Plans

21/05/2019WRAA02100549. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the degree to which potential signs for failure to meet carbon reduction targets 
can be set against the cost of providing extra renewable electricity generating capacity in view 
of the fact that the provision of extra generating capacity is more productive and better use of 
resources than payment of fines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22101/19]

21/05/2019WRAA02200556. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans and vision for improved carbon reduction throughout industry; if 
he has had discussions with his ministerial colleagues with a view to strategic and selective af-
forestation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22108/19]

21/05/2019WRAA02300564. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
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Environment the additional powers or funding that he may hold to fast-track projects on both 
the prevention, that is, energy efficiency, renewable generation and so on and adaptation, that is, 
flood defences and so on measures necessary in view of the fact that a climate emergency has 
been declared; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22123/19]

21/05/2019WRAA02400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 549, 556 and 564 together.

The decision of the Dail to declare, on Thursday 9 May, a climate and biodiversity emer-
gency in the context of endorsing the report of the Joint Committee on Climate Action is a 
significant statement. It underlines the importance that all Parties in the Dail attach to taking 
urgent action on climate.

In response to this challenge, the All of Government Climate Plan will set out how this 
Government intends to make Ireland a leader in responding to climate change by driving the de-
livery of policies to reduce emissions in all key sectors, including electricity, agriculture, trans-
port, industry, buildings, waste management, and the public sector. The Plan will have a strong 
focus on implementation, including clear timelines and steps needed to achieve each action.

It will lead to a significant step-up in policy ambition and delivery, to ensure that we at least 
meet our 2030 targets and get on a clear pathway to meeting our 2050 objectives. I have already 
signalled the Government’s commitment to meeting 70% of Ireland’s electricity demand from 
renewable sources by 2030. 

I have also welcomed the publication of the report of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on 
Climate Action, and acknowledge the important work of the members and chair of the Commit-
tee in preparing this milestone report in relation to Ireland’s climate policy. 

The final report of the Committee contains a detailed set of recommendations addressing 
polices and measures across a range of Government Departments and agencies. The recom-
mendations are now being taken up by the Government in the context of the All of Government 
Climate Plan.

The Plan will build on the previous actions and framework put in place by both the National 
Mitigation Plan and the National Development Plan, and is to be completed shortly. 

21/05/2019WRAA02500Alternative Energy Projects

21/05/2019WRAA02600550. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the degree to which micro-generation accounts for reliable electricity generat-
ing capacity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22102/19]

21/05/2019WRAA02700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The most recent Energy in Ireland report which covered the period up to end 2017 
was published in December 2018 by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). Re-
newables, including wind (25%) generated around 30.1% of Ireland’s electricity in 2017, with 
the other main sources being gas at 51%, coal 12% and peat 7%.

The SEAI estimates that there were 15.7 MW of installed solar PV capacity in Ireland at the 
end of 2017: 11.9 MW in the residential sector and 3.8 MW in the commercial/industrial sector. 
The SEAI further estimates that 11 GWh of electricity was generated from solar PV in 2017, 
representing 0.1% of renewable electricity or 0.04% of electricity gross final consumption.
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I have recently set out a new ambition for Ireland, of reaching 70% renewable electricity by 
2030, and details on how this will be delivered will be contained in the soon to be launched All 
of Government Climate Action Plan. The Plan will set out the necessary policy measures to help 
meet our 2030 target and will put Ireland on a clear pathway to meeting our 2050 objectives. 
This will require both public and private investment, and large societal shifts in technology, 
attitude and behaviour. It will also involve a shift in which renewable technologies we support 
and a shift towards a more distributed generation system, including community participation 
and a focus on micro generation and the energy ‘prosumer’.

In July 2018, my Department launched a new micro-generation scheme to support domes-
tic customers who install solar photovoltaic panels in their homes. The pilot scheme, which is 
administered by the SEAI, will be subject to a review in the coming months at which time the 
costs of installation will be assessed and further opportunities to broaden this scheme to other 
groups and other technologies will be explored. Potential future phases of support for micro-
generation in Ireland may include a tariff, as we align with the ambition of the recast Renew-
able Energy Directive which recognises the rights, entitlements and obligations of renewable 
self-consumers.

To date, over 3,000 applicants have expressed an interest and approximately 275 rebate 
claims are in process for payment by the SEAI who are administering the scheme on behalf of 
my Department.

21/05/2019WRAA02800Energy Production

21/05/2019WRAA02900551. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the way in which the cost of producing electricity here compares with other 
countries throughout Europe with particular reference to maintaining competitiveness through-
out industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22103/19]

21/05/2019WRAA03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Overall electricity costs in Ireland are influenced by various drivers, including global 
gas prices, the costs of capital, exchange rate fluctuations, and the small size of the Irish market, 
geographical location and low population density. Data for electricity and gas retail price sta-
tistics are collected by Eurostat for European Union Member States including Ireland and these 
statistics are published regularly. These Eurostat data do not include measures of comparative 
electricity generation costs and have only recently started to provide indicators on the disaggre-
gated components that make up business retail electricity prices. The SEAI publishes biannual 
reports on Irish retail electricity and gas price statistics, which present these Eurostat electricity 
and gas price statistics for Ireland and European Union Member States. The most recent such 
report is available on the SEAI website at the following link: https://www.seai.ie/resources/
publications/Electricity-and-gas-price-in-Ireland-1st-semester-2018.pdf. 

The primary driver of electricity price rises over the previous two years has been the sharp 
increase in international gas prices, which has pushed up the cost of wholesale gas and whole-
sale electricity for Irish energy suppliers. Ireland is particularly exposed to volatile international 
gas prices, which can be the price setting fuel in Ireland’s all-island Single Electricity Market 
(SEM). Indeed, natural gas accounted for 50% of Irish gross electricity generation in 2016 ver-
sus the 19% EU average. 

The Government believes that competition is a critical means of exerting downward pres-
sure on electricity prices and also towards ensuring diversity of energy supply to reduce our 
exposure to high and volatile external energy prices. Additionally our heavy dependence on 
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gas in the electricity mix underlines the need to maintain the focus on the limited controllable 
cost factors. Among the actions being taken are to increase the penetration of indigenous secure 
renewables in the Irish electricity system and promote energy efficiency in businesses. 

21/05/2019WRAA03100National Broadband Plan

21/05/2019WRAA03200552. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the degree to which he expects broadband to meet the requirements of 
industry and the domestic sector over the next ten years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22104/19]

21/05/2019WRAA03300558. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the extent to which best practice and efficient and effective delivery of 
high-speed, high-quality broadband nationally will derive from the recently announced national 
broadband plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22110/19]

21/05/2019WRAA03400559. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which the cost of providing broadband internationally is increas-
ing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22111/19]

21/05/2019WRAA03500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 552, 558 and 559 together.  

The National Broadband Plan aims to ensure that every home, school and business in Ire-
land has access to high speed broadband. Following rigorous evaluation by my Department, I 
recently brought a recommendation to Government to confer Preferred Bidder status on Grana-
han McCourt, the remaining bidder in the NBP procurement process and Government agreed 
to this at its meeting on 7 May. 

The Government decision means that it is intended to award the State Intervention contract 
to National Broadband Ireland, subject to the contract close, including the finalisation of finan-
cial and legal documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network will commence 
shortly after that. The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an esti-
mated 7 years from the beginning of deployment.

In the first year of this roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Con-
nection Points (BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be 
deployed in each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, 
enhancing online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these 
locations. A deployment plan will be made available by the bidder once the contract is signed. 
The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises by end of the second year of the overall de-
ployment, with 70,000 to 100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out to the 540,000 is 
completed. 

Roll out of the National Broadband Plan State intervention to the approximately 44,000 
businesses in the intervention area will take place against the backdrop of a significant and rapid 
transformation in the structure of global and national economies. 

A growing number of businesses and industries, particularly digitally intensive enterprises, 
will need Gigabit connectivity to create new applications and business models to produce, dis-
tribute and sell their goods and services more competitively. From manufacturing systems to 
ordering and delivery processes, from data storage and analytics to internal and external com-
munications, their future competitiveness requires cost-effective access to such connectivity. 



Questions - Written Answers

238

The State intervention will provide this connectivity to businesses from day one of connection.

One of the key elements of the NBP Intervention Strategy is a requirement to put forward 
specific speeds and connection times to meet the best practice needs of the business community. 
The predominantly fibre solution proposed by the Preferred Bidder in the NBP will facilitate 
and support these types of business services and the network to be built will provide that confi-
dence and assurance to all businesses in the Intervention Area.

The cost of providing high speed broadband internationally is dependent on a range of 
factors including the cost of labour and materials, the governance and regulatory regime in 
place and the preferred technology selected by operators and policy makers. It is therefore not 
possible to state whether the cost of broadband is increasing internationally. However, while 
each country may have a different approach Ireland is not alone in pursuing fibre as a solution 
for provision of high speed broadband in rural areas. While the procurement process did not 
specify a preferred technology all bidders in the process proposed fibre as the best solution. My 
Department considered other technologies such as 4G and 5G or fixed wireless. It agreed with 
the national and international expertise in this area that a fibre-based solution was the most cost-
effective way to address all premises with a future proofed solution over the 25 years of the con-
tract. This is in line with the approach being adopted in other EU countries and internationally.

Fibre can meet the requirements and additional capacity can be added over time at low ad-
ditional cost to network operators. Fibre can deliver up to 10 Gbps of speed with no major up-
grades required, ensuring that the solution is future proofed and has a low running cost, making 
it an extremely efficient solution. 

21/05/2019WRAA03600Post Office Network

21/05/2019WRAA03700553. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if the postal services, including counter services and the network of offices 
nationally, can be utilised to deliver other services compatible with those provided by An Post 
and the retention of the maximum number of jobs in the postal sector; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22105/19]

21/05/2019WRAA03800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The provision of postal services and counter services is an operational matter for An 
Post and not one in which I, as Minister, have a function. 

21/05/2019WRAA03900Waste Management

21/05/2019WRAA04000554. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which he can encourage an accelerated programme to discourage 
the use of single-use plastics; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22106/19]

21/05/2019WRAA04100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I am fully committed to discouraging the use of single use plastics as evidenced by 
the fact that I secured Government approval in January this year to ban the purchase of some 
commonly used single use plastic items by Government Departments and all public bodies and 
state agencies under the aegis of Ministers.  

I am awaiting the final adoption of a Directive from the EU which will enable me to take 
more concrete measures to ban certain single use plastics and make the producers of others 
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responsible for some waste management and clean up costs. 

I firmly believe that education is an essential tool in preventing the use of unnecessary 
plastic and managing the waste arising from it. To assist in the provision of information to the 
public, my Department, in conjunction with the Regional Waste Management Planning Offices, 
launched a new website in November 2018, www.mywaste.ie  . This website provides consum-
ers with a single information resource on all aspects of domestic waste management in Ireland 
and in particular it focuses on the provision of advice on managing waste more responsibly 
and efficiently. In addition, I provide funding to the EPA for the National Waste Prevention 
Programme which supports a Local Authority Prevention Network (LAPN). The LAPN is pro-
vided with grant aid and technical support to deliver local prevention initiatives, thereby rais-
ing awareness and delivering behavioural change at local level. Many LAPN initiatives have 
focussed on plastic waste prevention, through working with businesses, community groups, 
schools, public authorities and event management companies. 

21/05/2019WRAA04200Mobile Telephony Services

21/05/2019WRAA04300555. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which mobile telephony services can be upgraded to ensure the 
availability of improved coverage and quality of sound in view of the fact that several areas 
nationally can only rely on a very basic service which is not in keeping with best international 
standards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22107/19]

21/05/2019WRAA04400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Providing telecommunications services, including mobile phone services, is a mat-
ter for the relevant service providers operating in a fully liberalised market regulated by the 
Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg), as independent Regulator. I do not 
have statutory authority to require commercial companies to rollout services and make specific 
investments in particular locations. The ComReg consumer helpline is accessible at consum-
erline@comreg.ie and I would urge consumers who feel they have not received an appropriate 
response from service providers to make contact with the Regulator.  

With respect to the quality of mobile telephony service in other countries, comparisons be-
tween Member States and within regions can be problematic for many reasons, including the 
fact that the technical characteristics of mobile phone networks that determine coverage and 
capacity will vary between operators and locations. Other factors would include the character-
istics of individual markets, including topography, population density, frequencies used etc. 

Notwithstanding ComReg’s independence, I recognise the frustration felt by Irish consum-
ers where telecommunications networks are not always delivering the services people expect. 
The Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce worked with key stakeholders to produce a report 
in December 2016, available on my Department’s website, which contained 40 actions to alle-
viate some of the coverage deficits across the country. An Implementation Group is overseeing 
the implementation of the actions and comprises all key stakeholders responsible for delivery. 
The Implementation Group meets on a quarterly basis and publishes quarterly progress reports 
on the implementation status of actions. 

Now in its third year of operation, the Taskforce has addressed over 60 actions and contin-
ues to focus on issues that are negatively impacting upon the rollout of essential telecommuni-
cations infrastructure in rural areas. The outcome of discussions at the second Annual National 
Stakeholder Forum held in October 2018 informed preparation of the 2018 Annual Review 
Report, which was published on 21   February 2019 together with the 2019 Work Programme. 
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Over 30 new actions are contained in the 2019 Work Programme for delivery this year.

Some of the Taskforce’s achievements to date include:

-   My Department and the Department of Rural and Community Development have worked 
to achieve a greater consensus around site selection for telecoms infrastructure and therefore 
improve mobile phone coverage. 

-   A focus group was established to provide guidance with respect to categories of loca-
tion where high quality reliable mobile coverage should be made available as a priority. The 
report of the focus group was published on my Department’s website on 31 August 2018. It is 
anticipated that the output of the focus group should influence the actions of the mobile network 
operators in their work to reduce mobile phone black spots. It will also inform future policy in 
my Department with regards to priorities for mobile phone services. 

-   A working group has been established with the remit of investigating the feasibility of 
developing standardised policy for accessing and utilising State and publicly-owned assets for 
the deployment of telecommunications infrastructure. 

-   ComReg has published a composite national outdoor coverage map, which will, in tan-
dem with its work on handset testing and activities to raise consumer awareness, allow people 
across Ireland to optimise the services available to them. 

-   ComReg has developed a licensing scheme which will enable households and businesses 
to use mobile phone repeaters to boost signals into their premises and bring immediate im-
provements in mobile coverage.

In tandem with the work of the Taskforce, the release by ComReg of the 3.6 GHz radio spec-
trum band, which has been identified at EU level as a primary band suitable for 5G rollout, will 
also contribute to addressing increasing mobile data demands and improve mobile coverage. 
Mobile operators’ commercial investment has also resulted in improved services, following 
ComReg’s 2012 multi-band spectrum auction. At least one operator now has in excess of 90% 
4G population coverage.

All of these initiatives should help enhance the quality of mobile phone and data services, 
particularly in areas currently experiencing a low level of service. 

Question No. 556 answered with Question No. 549.

21/05/2019WRAA04600Bioenergy Strategy

21/05/2019WRAA04700557. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the degree to which anaerobic digesters contribute to energy production and 
carbon reduction; the extent to which this can be improved in the future; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22109/19]

21/05/2019WRAA04800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Biogas produced from anaerobic digestion has the potential to play an important role 
in Ireland’s transition to a low carbon future. In addition to helping decarbonise the energy sec-
tor by replacing fossil fuels, the production of biogas can also reduce emissions in the agricul-
ture and waste sectors. 

Anaerobic digestion plants can utilise a wide variety of feedstocks ranging from food wastes, 
to animal slurries to specifically grown energy crops, including silage, in order to produce bio-
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gas (a mixture of methane and carbon dioxide). This biogas can be combusted in boilers to 
produce heat, or in combined heat and power plants to produce both heat and electricity.

The REFIT3 support scheme, which is funded by the public service obligation paid by 
electricity consumers, has supported the development of anaerobic digestion facilities via a 
high-efficiency combined heat and power tariff. This scheme closed for new applications on 31 
December 2015.

The Support Scheme for Renewable Heat has been developed to financially support the 
adoption of renewable heating systems by commercial, industrial, agricultural, district heating 
and other non-domestic heat users not covered by the EU Emissions Trading System. The first 
phase of the scheme, an installation grant for heat pumps, opened for applications in September 
2018. The second phase of the scheme, an operational support for biomass boilers and anaero-
bic digestion heating systems, was approved under State aid rules last month. The completion 
of the State aid approval process is a key step and I expect to be in a position to announce the 
opening of the second phase of the scheme in the near future. 

Under Project Ireland 2040, the National Development Plan sets out an allocation of €300 
million for the rollout of the SSRH for the period up to 2027. 

Electricity output from anaerobic digesters will also be eligible to compete for support under 
the forthcoming Renewable Electricity Support Scheme. The high level design of this scheme 
was approved by Government in July 2018 and will also require State aid approval.

Biogas can also be purified by removing the carbon dioxide to produce biomethane and then 
injected into the gas grid. The draft National Energy and Climate Plan, published last Decem-
ber, includes the potential for 1.6 million MWh of biomethane grid injection by 2030. 

A key enabler for biomethane grid injection is the development of grid injection points. Gas 
Networks Ireland is currently developing Ireland’s first injection point and the development of 
a second will be supported by the Climate Action Fund. 

The principal barrier to the development of biomethane grid injection is the significant cost 
differential between natural gas and biomethane. My Department continues to examine poten-
tial options to support biomethane grid injection including how to fund this cost differential. 

Questions Nos. 558 and 559 answered with Question No. 552.

21/05/2019WRAA05100Waste Management

21/05/2019WRAA05200560. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which reliance on landfill waste disposal facilities continues to 
be monitored with particular reference to the utilisation of best practice in terms of reduce, re-
use and recycle; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22112/19]

21/05/2019WRAA05300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): European, national and regional waste management policy is predicated on the waste 
hierarchy as set out in Article 4 of the 2008 Waste Framework Directive (2008/98/EC), whereby 
the prevention, preparing for reuse, recycling and other recovery of waste are preferred options 
to the disposal or landfilling of waste.  Statistics compiled by the Environmental Protection 
Agency show that we have come a long way in a relatively short period of time in terms of im-
proving our recycling and recovery rates and reducing our reliance on landfill. 
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In this regard, National Waste Statistics are available to download at https://www.epa.ie/
nationalwastestatistics/, including the State’s progress in meeting targets under EU waste leg-
islation including the Waste Framework Directive; the Landfill Directive; and the Producer 
Responsibility Directives (Packaging, End-of-Life Vehicles, Waste Electrical and Electronic 
Equipment, Batteries and Accumulators). 

Of particular note is the reduction in the disposal (landfill) rate of managed Municipal Solid 
Waste. 26% of managed municipal waste by weight was sent to landfill in 2016, compared to 
41% in 2012 and 92% in 1995. Furthermore, 74% of managed municipal waste was recovered 
in 2016, compared to 59% in 2012. Significantly more residual waste is now used as a fuel (en-
ergy recovery) than disposed to landfill. Further information is available at http://www.epa.ie/
nationalwastestatistics/municipal/  .

New waste management targets agreed by the European Council include a provision that 
Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that by 2035 the amount of munici-
pal waste landfilled is reduced to 10% or less of the total amount of municipal waste generated 
by weight. 

The continued implementation of national and regional waste management policy to man-
age waste in line with the waste hierarchy will help ensure that Ireland is well placed to meet 
this new target.

21/05/2019WRAA05400Renewable Energy Incentives

21/05/2019WRAA05500561. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the additional resources put in place to implement the renewable electricity sup-
port scheme in view of it being three years late; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22119/19]

21/05/2019WRAA05600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The High Level Design of the Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS) was 
approved by government in July 2018. The RESS will be characterised by a series of renewable 
electricity auctions, aligned with the ambition set out in Ireland’s All of Government Climate 
Action Plan and final National Energy and Climate Plan (NECP).  

The RESS is a significant and ambitious policy measure in providing a route to market for 
eligible renewable energy projects and contributing to the ambition of 70% of electricity to be 
generated from renewable electricity sources by 2030. The RESS is now in the detailed design 
and implementation phase and my Department is progressing the RESS project across a num-
ber of key work streams including the EU State Aid approval process; the development of an 
Enabling Framework for Community Participation; and the design of the first RESS auctions. 

A working group and steering group have been established with the Commission for Regu-
lation of Utilities and EirGrid to oversee the implementation of the RESS auctions and harness 
existing expertise in this area. The RESS is a complex project with several work programmes 
being managed in parallel. It is expected that the first RESS auction will open for applications 
by the end of 2019. Engagement with relevant stakeholders including the European Commis-
sion’s Directorate General (DG) for Competition, will continue in the coming months. 

21/05/2019WRBB00200Renewable Energy Generation
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21/05/2019WRBB00300562. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will direct ESBN and EirGrid to deploy additional resources to connect 
renewable generators to the grid faster in view of the fact that a climate emergency has been 
declared; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22120/19]

21/05/2019WRBB00350563. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will direct all parties involved to speed up the allocation of grid capacity for 
renewable generators in view of the fact that a climate emergency has been declared; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22121/19]

21/05/2019WRBB00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 562 and 563 together.

The declaration of a climate and biodiversity emergency by the Dáil on 9 May underlines 
the importance of the work currently under way to develop a new All of Government Climate 
Action Plan. 

The challenge is such that a significant step-up in policy ambition and delivery is required 
by all sectors, to ensure that we at least meet our 2030 targets and get on a clear pathway to 
meeting our 2050 objectives. In the electricity sector, this will require a major upscaling of 
capacity in terms of connecting renewable generation to the grid and a range of actions will be 
included in the forthcoming Plan. The Plan will set out how this Government intends to make 
Ireland climate resilient across our entire society. This will involve setting climate goals in all 
key sectors, including electricity, agriculture, transport and industry. It will have a strong focus 
on implementation, including clear timelines and steps needed to achieve each action.

Furthermore, the new Framework will set out clear actions required to achieve the ambi-
tion of meeting 70% of energy demand from renewable sources by 2030. The management of 
connections to the electricity grid, including processes and connection charging rules, is a mat-
ter for EirGrid and ESB Networks under rules determined by the Commission for Regulation 
Utilities (CRU), which is an independent statutory body. It will be critical that the regulatory 
framework including network development, operation and delivery plans for connecting renew-
able energy sources are adequate to deliver on the 2030 70% RES-E ambition. 

Question No. 564 answered with Question No. 549.

21/05/2019WRBB00600Penalty Points System

21/05/2019WRBB00700565. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
regularity with which communication is received by Garda headquarters from the Road Safety 
Authority informing it of drivers that have reached disqualification level due to the accumula-
tion of penalty points; the way in which An Garda Síochána is informed; the follow-up that 
takes place with drivers who do not surrender their licences; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [21457/19]

21/05/2019WRBB00800568. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will report on the process of the Road Safety Authority of informing drivers when they have 
reached the disqualification levels due to the accumulation of penalty points; when An Garda 
Síochána is informed of the disqualification; the way in which An Garda Síochána is informed; 
the follow-up that takes place with drivers that do not surrender their licences; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21456/19]

21/05/2019WRBB00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
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Questions Nos. 565 and 568 together.

Any driver accumulating 12 penalty points within any given three-year period will be auto-
matically disqualified from driving for six months. A lower threshold of 7 penalty points lead-
ing to disqualification applies to learner drivers and for the first two years after a driver obtains a 
full driving licence. Where a driver has a foreign licence a record will be created and the penalty 
points recorded on that record.

The Driver and Vehicle Computer Services Division (DVCSD) of my Department manages 
the computer records of all vehicles and drivers in the State, referred to collectively as the Na-
tional Vehicle and Driver File (NVDF). This data is the definitive record in the context of motor 
tax collection and the issuance of driving licences, as well as enforcement initiatives and legal 
outcomes associated with these functions including the application of penalty points.  

Having reached the penalty point threshold, the driver is notified of the disqualification by 
mail by the DVCSD. The driver is required to surrender his/her Irish or foreign driving licence 
to the National Driver Licence Service within 10 days of the disqualification commencing. 

An Garda Síochána is notified weekly via a file share facility by the DVCSD of any persons 
who have been disqualified from driving having exceeded the specified number of penalty 
points relevant to their licence. The notification will also advise of the specific dates for the 
period of disqualification. 

The requirement for a disqualified driver to surrender his or her licence is set out in the Road 
Traffic (Licensing of Drivers) Regulations 2006 (S.I. No. 537 of 2006).  Failure to comply with 
the requirement to surrender the licence is an offence in itself and enforcement of the law is a 
matter for An Garda Síochána.  

I  am aware that Garda authorities are working to improve communication so that details 
of specific drivers who are disqualified are readily available to the Garda on the ground and 
I understand that an initiative to that effect will  be rolled out under the Garda Modernisation 
and Renewal Programme 2016-2021. That Programme sets out a pathway so that each Garda 
has the technical tools that will give them direct access to all the information they need as they 
interact with the public on the ground.

21/05/2019WRBB01000Road Improvement Schemes

21/05/2019WRBB01100566. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if fund-
ing will be made available to Meath County Council to progress the initial stages of identify-
ing a preferred option for the proposed Julianstown bypass; if support will be provided for the 
project; if funding will be fast-tracked for the project; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21368/19]

21/05/2019WRBB01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant County or 
City Council, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on 
those roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants. The 
initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the Council.

Prior to the financial crisis, applications for funding for road improvement projects would 
have been considered as part of the Specific Improvement, and Strategic Regional and Local 
Road Grant Schemes. However, the extent of the cutbacks in grant funding during the crisis 
meant these grant schemes had to be curtailed after 2013 because expenditure on maintenance/
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renewal was falling well short of what was required to adequately maintain the regional and 
local road network. 

The NDP does provide for the gradual build up in funding for the road network but it will 
take some years yet to reach the level required for the adequate maintenance and renewal of the 
network. For this reason there is limited scope at present for funding projects under the Specific 
and Strategic Grant Programmes.  

Any projects proposed by local authorities for consideration under the Specific and Strate-
gic Grant Programmes are assessed by the Department on a case-by-case basis. All projects put 
forward by local authorities for consideration must comply with the requirements of the Public 
Spending Code and my Department’s Capital Appraisal Framework and it is important for local 
authorities to prioritise projects within their overall area of responsibility with these require-
ments in mind.  

Under the capital project appraisal process a Preliminary Appraisal has to be submitted in 
relation to each proposed project.  Once an appraisal is received it is assessed taking into ac-
count other competing projects and the overall roads budget. A draft Preliminary Appraisal 
has been received from Meath County Council and Department officials will be in touch with 
officials from the Council regarding any matters which need to be clarified following a review 
of that document.   At this stage of the appraisal process it is too early to say if the Department 
will be in a position to provide funding to advance this project.

21/05/2019WRBB01300Greenways Development

21/05/2019WRBB01400567. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of the proposed west Clare greenway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21446/19]

21/05/2019WRBB01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy may 
be aware, my Department held a funding call for Greenways last year which closed on 30th 
November. During this funding call, twenty two applications were submitted by fifteen Local 
Authorities and one State Agency. Among these applications was one from Clare County Coun-
cil for the West Clare Greenway. 

Over the last few months, my Department officials have been assessing each of the 22 de-
tailed applications received during the funding call based on the criteria laid out in the ‘Strategy 
for the Future Development of National and Regional Greenways launched by my Department 
last year. For this particular round of funding we are focusing on projects which have planning 
permission in place and are ready to begin construction in the very near future.

I expect to announce the successful projects shortly.

Question No. 568 answered with Question No. 565.

21/05/2019WRBB01700Tourism Industry

21/05/2019WRBB01800569. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on the decision of Dublin Port to restrict the number of cruise ships visiting from 2021; 
his views on whether implementing this policy will have a negative impact on the tourism of-
fering, not just in Dublin but also elsewhere due to a reduction in the number of cruise ships 
visiting ports such as Cork; the steps he plans to take to address the issue; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21460/19]
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21/05/2019WRBB01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I am keen to help 
mitigate any adverse impacts on the tourism industry, including cruise tourism. With these con-
cerns in mind, I first met with Dublin Port Company on this issue in March, when the Company 
outlined its capital development plans and rationale for prioritisation in the context of Brexit, as 
well as the specifics with regard to cruise berths.  

I have since held further, positive meetings with key stakeholders - including Dublin Port 
Company again and representatives of other ports, the tourism agencies and other industry 
stakeholders.  These meetings have assisted the relevant bodies to consider the options avail-
able that could help mitigate any potential negative impacts on the cruise industry and Irish 
tourism more generally following Dublin Port’s strategic decision.

In my engagements with Dublin Port Company, I have always emphasised the need for it 
to take account of the broader impact of its commercial decisions. This includes the effect on 
sectors supporting the cruise tourism industry or serving cruise visitors, not just in Dublin but 
in other ports and associated regions around Ireland.

Through my wider stakeholder engagements, I have encouraged port and cruise indus-
try stakeholders to take maximum advantage of other options available during the period of 
construction at Dublin port, when a reduced number of berths will be available for cruise 
calls.  While Dublin Port is important in attracting cruise liners to Ireland through Dublin, other 
benefits can accrue to other ports around our coast.

In the meantime, Cobh continues as a dedicated cruise berth and will remain so post-Brexit.  
I also welcome the fact that the Port of Cork, Dun Laoghaire Harbour and Belfast Harbour are 
considering how they can take some of the additional business that may be lost as a result of 
Dublin Port’s infrastructural works. In addition, Fáilte Ireland continues to support the develop-
ment and promotion of the cruise tourism sector.

21/05/2019WRBB02000Services for People with Disabilities

21/05/2019WRBB02100570. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
level of wheelchair access and related supports available on public transport; if he is satisfied 
that they meet the needs of service users; his plans to introduce more supports; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21503/19]

21/05/2019WRBB02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport. 

Under the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008, the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
has statutory responsibility for promoting the development of an integrated, accessible public 
transport network.

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have forwarded your question to the 
NTA for direct reply to you.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.

21/05/2019WRBB02300Penalty Points System Data

21/05/2019WRBB02400571. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of penalty points issued in each county in respect of each offence in the past year in tabular 
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form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21521/19]

21/05/2019WRBB02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Penalty Points issued 
broken down by type and county are available on the Road Safety Authority’s website: http://
rsa.ie/ga-IE/RSA/Sabhailteacht-ar-Bhoithre/Staitistici/Penalty-Points-Issued/2018/?month=1.

This information is updated monthly. 

21/05/2019WRBB02600Rural Transport Services Provision

21/05/2019WRBB02700572. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
review will be conducted into the provision of the Local Link service in north County Leitrim 
to seek to improve the levels of service provision to villages such as Kiltyclogher, Rossinver 
and Dromahair; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21530/19]

21/05/2019WRBB02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport. 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the pro-
vision of public passenger transport services nationally. It also has national responsibility for 
integrated local and rural transport, including management of the Rural Transport Programme 
which now operates under the Local Link brand. 

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have forwarded the Deputy’s question 
to the NTA for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.

21/05/2019WRBB02900Road Projects

21/05/2019WRBB03000573. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if funding 
is being provided to allow for the completion of the Athy southern distributor road; and if the 
funding will be affected by the high cost overruns of the national broadband plan. [21556/19]

21/05/2019WRBB03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Firstly I would like to 
explain that the improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads (RLR) is the statu-
tory responsibility of each local authority, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of 
the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are funded from local authorities’ own resources 
supplemented as appropriate by State road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation of 
works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.

The Department is not aware of any plans to cut funding to roads in order to pay for the 
cost of implementing the National Broadband Plan.  Accordingly the Department has no plans 
at present to postpone or delay projects which are due to be completed under the National De-
velopment Plan. On foot of that plan a programme timeframe was drawn up for various capital 
projects on regional/local roads. Athy Southern Distributor Road is currently at land acquisition 
stage. Under the programme for regional/local road projects it is envisaged that the main con-
struction contract on Athy Southern Distributor Road will take place in the period from 2021 
to 2023.

21/05/2019WRBB03200Departmental Expenditure
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21/05/2019WRBB03300574. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount spent in fees to companies (details supplied) by his Department in each of the years 
2011 to 2018. [21588/19]

21/05/2019WRBB03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The table sets out 
the amount spent by my Department in professional services fees to PricewaterhouseCoopers, 
KPMG, EY (formally called Ernst & Young) and Deloitte between 2011 and 2018.

Suppliers - 2011/2018

Year PwC KPMG Ernst and 
Young (EY)

Deloitte Total by Year

2011 €10,876 €0 €0 €54,638 €65,514
2012 €0 €152,305 €0 €67,650 €219,955
2013 €0 €0 €40,840 €30,750 €71,590
2014 €0 €0 €0 €0 €0
2015 €0 €0 €0 €0 €0
2016 €0 €0 €0 €15,683 €15,683
2017 €0 €0 €0 €40,590 €40,590
2018 €0 €0 €135,091 €14,760 €149,851
Total by Sup-
plier

€10,876 €152,305 €175,931 €224,071 €563,183

21/05/2019WRBB03500Rail Services Provision

21/05/2019WRBB03600575. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
address the ongoing issue that passengers travelling from counties Westmeath and Longford are 
experiencing with overloaded train carriages on certain services. [21599/19]

21/05/2019WRBB03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport. 

Issues such as that raised by the Deputy are an operational matter for the individual public 
transport operator, in this instance Iarnród Éireann. 

In view of Iarnród Éireann’s responsibility in these matter, I have referred the Deputy’s 
question to the company for direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive 
a reply within 10 working days.

21/05/2019WRBB03800Sports Capital Programme Applications

21/05/2019WRBB03900576. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
any of the documents submitted with an application for a sports capital grant for an applicant 
(details supplied) invalidate the application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21673/19]

21/05/2019WRBB04000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme closed for applications on 
Friday 19th October last.  By that deadline, a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking 
a total of €162m in funding.
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186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January.  

Six hundred and nineteen equipment-only applications were assessed next and 466 alloca-
tions with a value of €9.8m were announced to these organisations earlier this week.

Work is now underway in assessing the remaining applications for capital works.  

For the first time, applicants who have submitted incorrect documentation under this round 
are being given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. While 
there will be no undue delay in completing the assessment process, in view of the opportunity to 
correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the detailed information 
contained in each application, it is likely to take a number of months to have all applications 
assessed. Accordingly, I expect that it may be the third quarter of this year before the full set of 
allocations under this current round of the programme are announced.

21/05/2019WRBB04100Driver Test

21/05/2019WRBB04200577. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of times driver instructors have to sit their test; the reason for the frequency of tests; the 
cost of the test; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21683/19]

21/05/2019WRBB04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority.  I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply.  I 
would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

21/05/2019WRBB04400Bus Éireann Services

21/05/2019WRBB04500578. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to planned changes to the 126 bus route in order to address the issues 
with unreliability on the route. [21751/19]

21/05/2019WRBB04600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is a 
matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question 
to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.

21/05/2019WRBB04700Bus Services

21/05/2019WRBB04800579. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of applications made to the NTA by an organisation (details supplied) for new bus routes 
which are awaiting a decision; the proposed new routes; and when the NTA plans to make deci-
sions on the applications. [21753/19]

21/05/2019WRBB04900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport.
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The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the pro-
vision of public passenger transport services nationally. It also has national responsibility for 
integrated local and rural transport, including management of the Rural Transport Programme 
which now operates under the Local Link brand.

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have referred your question to the NTA 
for direct reply to you. Please advise my private office if you do not received a reply within ten 
working days.

21/05/2019WRBB05000Driver Licences

21/05/2019WRBB05100580. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
drivers who hold a manual driving licence in the B category and an automatic licence in a bus 
or truck category cannot have their licence upgraded to allow them to drive manual buses and 
trucks, as is the case in other European countries such as the UK; if such a move is being con-
sidered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21802/19]

21/05/2019WRBB05200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

21/05/2019WRBB05300Irish Airlines Superannuation Scheme

21/05/2019WRBB05400581. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to the substantial cuts imposed on members of a scheme (details sup-
plied) in advance of the sale of the stake of the State in a company; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [21838/19]

21/05/2019WRBB05500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Irish Airlines 
(General Employees) Superannuation Scheme (IASS) is currently the subject of on-going legal 
proceedings. As this matter is sub judice it would not be appropriate for me to comment any 
further on the issue.

21/05/2019WRCC00200Sports Capital Programme

21/05/2019WRCC00300582. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
the 2019 capital sports grants scheme will be published to enable sports and community groups 
and associations to apply for much needed funding; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [21841/19]

21/05/2019WRCC00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme closed for applications on 
Friday 19th October last.  By that deadline, a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking 
a total of €162m in funding.  

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January. 
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619 “Equipment Only” applications were assessed next and 466 allocations with a value of 
€9.8m were announced earlier this week.

Work is now underway in assessing the remaining applications for capital works.  

For the first time applicants who submitted incorrect documentation under this round are 
being given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. While 
there will be no undue delay in completing the assessment process, in view of the opportunity to 
correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the detailed information 
contained in each application, it is likely to take a number of months to have all applications 
assessed. Accordingly, I expect that it may be the third quarter of this year before the full set of 
allocations under this current round of the programme are announced. 

As soon as allocations have been made, my Department will carry out a review of all aspects 
of the 2018 round of the programme to include any possible improvements for the future. This 
review will include consideration of the timing and scale of the next round but I fully expect 
that the SCP will again be open for new applications before the end of this year.

21/05/2019WRCC00500Air Services Provision

21/05/2019WRCC00600583. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his attention 
has been drawn to or if he has had discussions in relation to introducing direct flights between 
Ireland and Brazil in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21882/19]

21/05/2019WRCC00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Developing air links 
with new emerging markets is a key policy objective for my Department, as outlined in the 
National Aviation Policy. 

While Ireland does not currently have an Air Services Agreement with Brazil, in the event 
that an EU or Brazilian carrier was to express an interest in introducing direct flights between 
Ireland and Brazil, my Department would work with its Brazilian counterparts to facilitate such 
a service. 

Ultimately, the decision to operate a specific air route is an operational matter for air carri-
ers and is generally based on the commercial viability of the route in question.

21/05/2019WRCC00800Motor Tax

21/05/2019WRCC00900584. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the esti-
mated cost of abolishing a charge (details supplied). [21957/19]

21/05/2019WRCC01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Motor tax is payable 
on an annual, half-yearly or quarterly basis.  Motor tax taken out on a half-yearly and quarterly 
basis is charged at 55.5% and 28.25% of the annual rate respectively.

Based on the volume of transactions in 2018, the estimated annual cost to the Exchequer 
of setting the half-yearly and quarterly rates at 50% and 25% of the annual rate respectively is 
€48.4m.   This does not take account of the likely cost of additional administration arising from 
the likelihood that more users may opt to tax their vehicles for short periods and therefore re-
quire more frequent renewals.
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21/05/2019WRCC01100Bus Services

21/05/2019WRCC01200585. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps 
he is taking to ensure that there is an adequate bus service on the Borris-in-Ossory and Mounth-
rath to Portlaoise route; and when the tender will be completed for same. [21960/19]

21/05/2019WRCC01300594. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps 
he is taking to ensure that there is an adequate bus service on the Borris-in-Ossory-Mountrath 
to Portlaoise route; and when the tender will be completed. [22056/19]

21/05/2019WRCC01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 585 and 594 together.

The issue raised is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forward-
ed the Deputy’s questions to the NTA for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do 
not receive a reply within ten working days.

21/05/2019WRCC01500Road Projects Status

21/05/2019WRCC01600586. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of the completion of the N7 motorway road widening works. [21961/19]

21/05/2019WRCC01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme. Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design, and con-
struction of individual national roads is a matter for TII, in conjunction with the local authorities 
concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

21/05/2019WRCC01800Anti-Social Behaviour

21/05/2019WRCC01900587. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the rise in anti-social behaviour such as intimidation, vandalism, assault 
and theft on Irish Rail, Luas and Dublin Bus services; his plans to address same; his further 
plans to increase safety measures on public transport more generally; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [22003/19]

21/05/2019WRCC02000588. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
the issue of anti-social behaviour on DART services will be addressed, particularly in the eve-
ning and at night-time; his views on whether the level of anti-social behaviour warrants examin-
ing practices in other countries, such as transport police; and the way in which he will address 
the issue for DART users, particularly on northbound services. [22036/19]

21/05/2019WRCC02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 587 and 588 together.

The safety and security of public transport passengers and staff, including arrangements to 
deal with anti-social behaviour, are important matters that, first and foremost, must be man-
aged by every public transport company, in conjunction with An Garda Síochána where ap-
propriate. 
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While the vast majority of public transport passenger journeys occur without incident, I am 
concerned to ensure that the necessary arrangements are in place to ensure the safety of all pas-
sengers and staff travelling and working on our bus and rail networks.  

Following representations from the National Bus and Rail Union seeking the establish-
ment of a dedicated police force for public transport, my Department wrote to Iarnród Éireann, 
Bus Éireann and Dublin Bus to seek their views on the issue of anti-social behaviour and ensur-
ing the safety of both passengers and staff.  All companies stressed the strong and close working 
relationships with An Garda

Síochána.   

I also wrote to Minister for Justice to get his views on how we can address the issue of anti-
social behaviour on our public transport system.  I understand that Minister Flanagan is liaising 
with An Garda Síochána on the matter. 

The allocation of all Garda resources, including the manner in which Garda personnel are 
deployed, is solely a decision for the Garda Commissioner and his management team.

I understand that An Garda Síochána has also met with the Railway Safety Advisory Coun-
cil (RSAC) in relation to the issue of anti-social behaviour on our public transport network and 
that further engagement and initiatives are planned. 

Irish Rail has also advised that it has undertaken a range of measures and proposes fur-
ther measures to address anti-social behaviour on the rail network including increased security 
personnel, the introduction of Customer Service Officers on all Intercity routes and enhanced 
CCTV coverage.  A new text alert service will also be introduced in the coming weeks to enable 
customers to discretely report anti-social behaviour incidents and allow security personnel and/
or Gardaí to be alerted and dispatched as required to an incident. 

21/05/2019WRCC02300Public Transport Provision

21/05/2019WRCC02400589. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
way in which he can improve the transport service for the area of North King Street and Bolton 
Street and in particular link Smithfield to existing rail stations such as Drumcondra through 
bus services; if BusConnects will address this corridor; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22037/19]

21/05/2019WRCC02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the 
planning and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, includ-
ing BusConnects and bus services generally.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

21/05/2019WRCC02600Public Service Vehicles

21/05/2019WRCC02700590. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the way in which he can improve the turnaround time for applicants for public service vehicle 
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licences; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22038/19]

21/05/2019WRCC02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The regulation of 
the small public service vehicle (SPSV) sector is a matter for the National Transport Authority 
(NTA) under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013.  Also, under this Act, An Garda 
Síochána (AGS) is responsible for the granting of SPSV driver licences which includes the ad-
ministration of the associated Garda vetting process.

In this respect, decisions regarding the detail as to how these procedures are administered 
are matters for the NTA and An Garda Síochána.  As  the NTA is a Body operating under my 
aegis, I am referring this question to them for direct reply.  Please inform my private office if 
you have not received an answer within 10 working days.  

21/05/2019WRCC02900Motor Insurance Costs

21/05/2019WRCC03000591. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on the cost of car insurance particularly for persons that operate taxis; his further views 
on whether the recommendations from the working group are not having the desired effect on 
premiums resulting in persons leaving the industry; and the way in which he can assist drivers 
while recognising that insurance premiums are a commercial matter. [22039/19]

21/05/2019WRCC03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The increase in pre-
mium costs of motor insurance for all drivers in recent years is certainly cause for concern. It 
is clear that this, particularly in the couple of years up to 2016, has also affected those working 
within the Small Public Service Vehicle (SPSV) industry. However, the most recent Consumer 
Price Index showed that the average cost of motor insurance actually fell by more than 24% 
between its peak in July 2016 and April 2019.

Insurance companies are private companies. Neither the Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport nor the Central Bank of Ireland has the power to direct insurance companies on the 
pricing of insurance products. This position is reinforced by the EU framework for insurance 
which expressly prohibits Member States from adopting rules which require insurance compa-
nies to obtain prior approval of the pricing or terms and conditions of insurance products. The 
provision of insurance cover and the price at which it is offered are commercial matters for 
insurance companies and are based on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept and 
adequate provisioning to meet those risks. These are considered by insurance companies on a 
case by case basis.

The Department of Finance Working Group’s Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance was 
published in January 2017 and quarterly updates have been published since then to date. Based 
on recommendations from this report, the Advisory Committee on SPSVs met with Insurance 
Ireland on 22 May 2017 to discuss cost of insurance issues relating to the taxi industry and 
a report on the same was issued to the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport on 21 June 
2017. This report was forwarded to the aforementioned Working Group, which is already pur-
suing many of the recommendations arising from the meeting, including the need for further 
engagement to take place between the Advisory Committee on SPSVs and Insurance Ireland. I 
requested that a further meeting take place but to date this has not occurred.

It is my hope that this cooperation and engagement will deliver better rates for all motorists, 
including taxi drivers.
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21/05/2019WRCC03200Swimming Pool Programme

21/05/2019WRCC03300592. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
received an application for funding from Kildare County Council for the provision of a swim-
ming pool at Maynooth, County Kildare; if the application is deemed acceptable; when a deci-
sion will be made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22042/19]

21/05/2019WRCC03400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund opened for applications on 19th No-
vember 2018 and the closing date for receipt of applications was 17th April 2019. 

72 applications were received in total and my officials are currently undertaking an initial 
assessment of them. Details of all applications have been published on the Department’s web-
site.

I can confirm that an application has been received from Kildare County Council for fund-
ing for development of a swimming pool and multi-use facility in Maynooth. The application 
has been accepted and will be subject to assessment along with the  other applications received.

In view of the detailed information contained in each application, I am advised that it will 
take a number of months to have all of them assessed.  Accordingly, I expect that it will be to-
wards the end of this year before allocations are announced.  

21/05/2019WRCC03500Rail Network Expansion

21/05/2019WRCC03600593. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of expressions of interest received from contractors by the closing date of 13 May 2019 for 
the DART expansion multi-disciplinary consultancy team for the Maynooth line and city centre 
enhancements; when tenders will be invited for the work; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [22044/19]

21/05/2019WRCC03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the 
planning and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, includ-
ing the Maynooth line enhancements and the overall DART Expansion programme.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter raised, I have referred the Deputy’s question 
to the NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 days.

Question No. 594 answered with Question No. 585.

21/05/2019WRCC03900Community Involvement Scheme

21/05/2019WRCC04000595. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if con-
sideration will be given to reducing the financial contribution in respect of the community 
involvement scheme from 15% to 5% or 10 % as per the local improvement scheme making it 
more palatable to the general public and allow longer roads to be upgraded at reasonable cost; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22071/19]

21/05/2019WRCC04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Firstly I would like 
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to explain that the maintenance of regional and local roads (RLR) is the statutory responsibility 
of each local authority, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. 
Works on those roads are funded from local authorities’ own resources supplemented by State 
road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded  is also a matter for 
the local authority. 

As regards the Community Involvement Scheme (CIS), the Department introduced ring 
fenced monies for CIS as part of a pilot programme over the years 2013 to 2014. Due to overall 
road funding cuts it was not possible to provide ring fenced funding for CIS in the period 2015 
to 2017. However in 2018 ring fenced funding was again introduced and funding of €15.3m has 
been allocated to local authorities in 2019 for CIS. 

The CIS is based on community contributions within the range of 15% to 30% and the pur-
pose of the CIS is to facilitate local community participation in the repair of local roads. The fo-
cus of the programme is on the repair of more lightly trafficked public roads which would not 
be high on a local authority’s list of Restoration Improvement work schemes and where there is 
no short term prospect of undertaking repair works under that programme.  

The renewed CIS programme for 2018/2019 took account of the earlier pilot study and put 
in place a reasonable mix in terms of public funding and community contribution (either by 
way of monetary contribution or through the carrying out of works). The scheme worked very 
well in 2018 and my Department has no plans to change the conditions of the scheme or the 
community contributions associated with the scheme.   It should be noted that an increase in 
the contribution funded from the public purse would mean that less communities would benefit 
from the scheme overall, as each road would require a larger share of the overall provision.

My Department has recently invited local authorities to submit applications for CIS for a 
further two year programme in the period 2020/2021. The terms and conditions of this further 
funding programme are the same as the existing CIS programme. 

21/05/2019WRCC04200Road Improvement Schemes

21/05/2019WRCC04300596. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the funding 
allocated to each Dublin local authority for road improvement works in 2018 and 2019; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [22115/19]

21/05/2019WRCC04400597. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the funding 
drawn down by each Dublin local authority under the roads restoration improvement grant in 
2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22116/19]

21/05/2019WRCC04500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 596 and 597 together.

Firstly I would like to explain that the improvement and maintenance of regional and local 
roads (RLR) is the statutory responsibility of each local authority, in accordance with the provi-
sions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are funded from local authori-
ties’ own resources supplemented as appropriate by State road grants.  The initial selection and 
prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.

Arising from the arrangements in place in relation to Local Property Tax receipts the four 
Dublin Councils became self funding for regional and local roads under the main road grant 
categories from 2015.  Accordingly they no longer receive allocations under the Restoration 
Improvement grant programme. Provision was made in the Capital Plan for the upgrade of 
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roads in the vicinity of Grange Castle Business Park and the Department is providing grant as-
sistance for that strategic scheme at present. 

Details of the regional and local road grant allocations and payments to local authorities for 
2018 and allocations for 2019 are outlined in the regional and local road grant payment and al-
location booklets which are available in the Dáil Library.

21/05/2019WRCC04700Early Childhood Care and Education Data

21/05/2019WRCC04800598. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of ECCE places available; and the number of ECCE eligible children by county in tabular form. 
[21543/19]

21/05/2019WRCC04900600. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of children on waiting lists for an ECCE place by county in tabular form. [21545/19]

21/05/2019WRCC05000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 598 and 600 together.

Please see the following table which outlines the current Early childhood Care and Educa-
tion (ECCE) registrations per county:

County Approved ECCE registrations
Carlow 1,400
Cavan 2,062
Clare 2,684
Cork 14,454
Donegal 3,562
Dublin 29,674
Galway 6,390
Kerry 3,310
Kildare 6,369
Kilkenny 2,395
Laois 2,426
Leitrim 741
Limerick 4,738
Longford 880
Louth 3,172
Mayo 2,973
Meath 5,868
Monaghan 1,367
Offaly 2,021
Roscommon 1,556
Sligo 1,443
Tipperary 3,827
Waterford 2,651
Westmeath 2,682
Wexford 3,986
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County Approved ECCE registrations
Wicklow 3,770
Grand Total 116,401
 My Department records the breakdown of childcare waiting lists by age cohort rather than 

by programme. In 2017/18, services reported a total of 173,197 children enrolled in early years 
services and 9,420 vacant places across Ireland. The table below presents the number of chil-
dren enrolled and on a waiting list that are approximately within the ECCE eligible age range, 
as well as the number of vacant places by age cohort. Pre-school children (those aged 3+ to 5 
years) represent the largest cohort of children attending childcare services, accounting for 59% 
of all children enrolled.

County Enrolled Waiting list Vacant places
Carlow 2,057 260 68
Cavan 3,120 249 104
Clare 4,280 192 383
Cork   City 4,246 510 295
Cork   County 14,662 869 1,032
Donegal 6,575 477 882
Dublin   – Dublin City 16,075 3,492 581
Dublin   – Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown 6,357 880 224
Dublin   – Fingal 11,149 1,076 450
Dublin   – South Dublin 9,294 639 373
Galway 10,514 571 620
Kerry 5,625 269 186
Kildare 8,045 350 304
Kilkenny 3,944 414 195
Laois 3,695 43 298
Leitrim 1,437 63 74
Limerick 7,805 865 278
Longford 1,685 168 59
Louth 4,297 238 197
Mayo 4,509 421 331
Meath 6,996 396 355
Monaghan 3,623 147 190
Offaly 2,697 123 225
Roscommon 2,311 172 98
Sligo 3,144 185 88
Tipperary 6,662 372 437
Waterford 4,612 274 203
Westmeath 3,781 316 385
Wexford 5,724 296 281
Wicklow 4,276 231 224
Total 173,197 14,558 9,420

My Department does not currently collect information relating to children who are not reg-
istered 
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for supports under a DCYA programme. However, the estimated number of children ex-
pected to enrol on the ECCE Programme for 2019/20 may be of relevance in this context. These 
estimates are derived using a number of data sources, including population data provided by the 
CSO and data on school starting age from the Pupil Online Database held by the Department of 
Education and Skills. It also reflects consistent trends in uptake of the ECCE Programme, which 
is in the region of 95% of the eligible cohort. It excludes children within the eligible cohort 
who may choose to enrol on other DCYA funded programmes.

Drawing on previous analysis from the Forward Planning Unit in the Department of Edu-
cation and Skills on the estimated number of children in each Local Authority that are within 
the eligible age range for the ECCE programme, the estimated number of children enrolling in 
ECCE for the 2019/20 programme year in each Local Authority is provided below.

County No. 
Carlow 1,323 
Dublin City   10,973 
Dun Laoghaire - Rathdown   4,316 
Fingal 8,570 
South Dublin   7,297 
Kildare 5,531 
Kilkenny 2,272 
Laois 2,061 
Longford 980 
Louth 3,043 
Meath 5,046 
Offaly 1,811 
West Meath   2,124 
Wexford 3,373 
Wicklow 3,257 
Clare 2,544 
Cork City   2,181 
Cork County   10,146 
Kerry 2,889 
Limerick 4,338 
Tipperary 3,438 
Waterford 2,536 
Galway 5,900 
Leitrim 711 
Mayo 2,647 
Roscommon 1,332 
Sligo 1,428 
Cavan 1,744 
Donegal 3,319 
Monaghan 1,388 
Total 108,518 

21/05/2019WRCC05100Early Childhood Care and Education Data
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21/05/2019WRCC05200599. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount 
of funding provided to each community childcare committee by county in each of the past five 
years in tabular form. [21544/19]

21/05/2019WRCC05300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Some 33 City 
and County Childcare Committees (CCCs) were established in 2001 to advance the provision 
of childcare facilities in their local areas. They comprise local representatives from the statuto-
ry, community and voluntary sectors, childcare providers and parents. There are now 30 CCCs, 
as Limerick City and Limerick County CCCs have amalgamated, as have Waterford City and 
Waterford County and North and South Tipperary. Each committee has a distinct legal identity 
and board of directors. 

The CCCs support the delivery of the childcare programmes operated by my Depart-
ment. They also perform a range of activities to promote the Access and Inclusion Model (AIM) 
including providing information and support for parents and ECCE settings. They are also 
responsible for rolling out the Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) training programme to 
pre-school practitioners nationwide. They provide support and guidance to local service pro-
viders and parents in relation to the childcare programmes and support quality in keeping with 
national frameworks and policy objectives. CCCs are also available to co-ordinate and provide 
training to providers and offer support to families with regard to Early Years services within 
their respective catchment areas.

The information requested by the Deputy is outlined in the tables below. These tables out-
line the core funding allocated annually to each CCC from 2015 to 2019, as well as funding 
provided in respect of AIM and EDI, and in 2019 funding in support of nationwide training in 
preparation for the forthcoming National Childcare Scheme . My Department also provides ad-
ditional annual funding to the CCCs to support a number of initiatives including the administra-
tion of the Childminding Development Grant, the Parent and Toddler Initiative, Learning Fund-
ing, and funding to support the work of the National Early Years Children First Committee.

2015

City and County Childcare Committees Core Funding   
€  

Carlow County Childcare Committee 223,965
Cavan County  Childcare Committee 234,000
Clare County Childcare Committee 272,387
Cork City Childcare Committee 299,000
Cork County Childcare Committee 481,981
Donegal County Childcare Committee 362,999
Dublin City Childcare Committee 853,556
Dun Laoghaire / Rathdown County Childcare Committee 361,505
Fingal County Childcare Committee 458,922
Galway City & County Childcare Committee 451,241
Kerry County Childcare Committee 345,108
Kildare County Childcare Committee 383,547
Kilkenny County Childcare Committee 254,899
Laois County Childcare Committee 69,000
Leitrim County Childcare Committee 208,997
Limerick Childcare Committee 541,373
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City and County Childcare Committees Core Funding   
€  

Longford County Childcare Committee 209,000
Louth County Childcare Committee 303,774
Mayo County Childcare Committee 313,000
Meath County Childcare Committee 380,997
Monaghan County Childcare Committee 234,000
Offaly County Childcare Committee 239,967
Roscommon County Childcare Committee 234,000
Sligo County Childcare Committee 233,588
South Dublin County Childcare Committee 454,677
Tipperary North County Childcare Committee 70,200
Tipperary South County Childcare Committee 171,500
Waterford Childcare Committee 456,765
Westmeath County Childcare Committee 241,000
Wexford County Childcare Committee 346,478
Wicklow County Childcare Committee 302,775

2016

City and County Childcare Committee Core Funding 
€

Galway City and County Childcare Committee  456,378.00 
Donegal County Childcare Committee 370,000.00
Meath County Childcare Committee 380,920.00
Cavan County Childcare Committee  234,000.00 
Fingal County Childcare Committee 479,407.94
Sligo County Childcare Committee 307,102.50
Longford County Childcare Committee 209,000.00
Carlow County Childcare Committee 224,000.00
Mayo County Childcare Committee 313,000.00
Wicklow County Childcare Committee 302,782.00
Louth County Childcare committee 301,761.89
Wexford County Childcare Committee 345,631.19
Offaly County Childcare Committee  233,680.05 
Laois County Childcare Committee 192,500.00
South Dublin Childcare Committee 478,552.58
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown Childcare Committee 375,151.90
Kildare County Childcare Committee 384,952.33
Cork City Childcare Committee 299,000.00
Kilkenny   County Childcare Committee 254,988.13
Cork County Childcare Committee 496,922.48
Clare County Childcare Committee 296,290.00
Dublin City Childcare Committee 788,869.00
Kerry County Childcare Committee 348,500.00
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City and County Childcare Committee Core Funding 
€

Leitrim County Childcare Committee 208,997.00
Westmeath County Childcare Committee 240,918.37
Monaghan County Childcare Committee 234,000.00
Roscommon County Childcare Committee 234,000.00
Waterford Childcare Committee 458,000.00
Limerick County Childcare Committee 546,000.00
Tipperary Childcare Committee 440,189.68

2017

City and County Childcare Committee Core Funding
 €

AIM EDI

Galway City and County Childcare Com-
mittee

                             
523,498.27 

26,775 35,000

Donegal County Childcare Committee                               
408,535.00 

14,070 20,000

Meath County Childcare Committee                             
447,211.00 

20,055 27,500

Cavan County Childcare Committee                                
254,000.00 

6,300 7,500

Fingal County Childcare Committee                                
514,056.73 

32,340 45,000

Sligo County Childcare Committee                              
264,826.03 

16,510 7,500

Longford County Childcare Committee                                 
273,214.29 

3,570 5,000

Carlow County   Childcare Committee                                 
234,000.00 

5,145 7,500

Mayo County Childcare Committee                                  
333,000.00

12,705 17,500

Wicklow County Childcare Committee                                
350,202.82 

17,115 25,000

Louth County Childcare committee                                
352,852.35 

11,550 17,500

Wexford County Childcare Committee                                 
416,351.50 

13,755 20,000

Offaly County Childcare Committee                               
257,119.98 

7,665 10,000

Laois County Childcare Committee                                
187,797.00 

8,085 12,500

South Dublin Childcare Committee                                
496,063.65 

24,255 35,000

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown Childcare 
Committee

                                
372,728.00 

19,635 27,500
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City and County Childcare Committee Core Funding
 €

AIM EDI

Kildare County Childcare Committee                                 
447,400.73 

19,950 30,000

Cork City Childcare Committee                                 
354,669.40 

8,610 12,500

Kilkenny County Childcare Committee                                 
274,919.05 

10,080 15,000

Cork County Childcare Committee                                 
519,079.00 

38,430 47,500

Clare County Childcare Committee                                 
321,184.47 

14,175 17,500

Dublin City Childcare Committee                                
693,145.42 

40,110 57,500

Kerry County Childcare Committee                                 
416,561.00 

12,600 17,500

Leitrim County Childcare Committee                                 
218,509.00 

3,255 2,500

Westmeath County Childcare Committee                                 
272,812.96 

8,400 12,500

Monaghan County Childcare Committee                                 
244,000.00 

6,195 7,500

Roscommon County Childcare Commit-
tee

                                
243,385.00 

5,460 7,500

Waterford Childcare Committee                                 
446,952.72 

9,345 12,500

Limerick County Childcare Committee                                 
566,000.00 

18,060 25,000

Tipperary Childcare Committee                                 
448,806.25 

16,275 25,000

2018

City and County Childcare Committees Core Funding 
€

AIM EDI

Galway City  and County Childcare Com-
mittee

               
476,020.41

25,935 30,000

Donegal County Childcare Committee                   
375,736.29 

13,650 17,500

Meath County Childcare Committee                  
375,134.76 

20,370 20,000

Cavan County Childcare Committee                    
244,892.00 

6,300 7,500

Fingal County Childcare Committee                      
465,637.50 

31,815 37,500

Sligo County Childcare Committee                     
275,414.00 

11,720 7,500
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City and County Childcare Committees Core Funding 
€

AIM EDI

Longford County Childcare Committee                     
339,439.16 

3,465 2,500

Carlow County Childcare Committee                     
246,308.20 

5,145 5,000

Mayo County Childcare Committee                     
331,285.00 

12,705 15,000

Wicklow County Childcare Committee                     
320,769.86 

16,380 17,500

Louth County Childcare committee                    
316,084.60 

11,445 12,500

Wexford County Childcare Committee                    
377,353.78 

13,965 15,000

Offaly County Childcare Committee                     
248,152.00 

7,455 5,000

Laois County Childcare Committee                     
171,439.50 

7,980 7,500

South Dublin Childcare Committee                     
437,216.15 

23,520 27,500

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown Childcare Com-
mittee

                    
370,625.72 

18,795 22,500

Kildare County Childcare Committee                      
406,927.32 

19,635 22,500

Cork City Childcare Committee                     
405,673.57 

8,190 10,000

Kilkenny County Childcare Committee                     
268,352.17 

9,870 10,000

Cork County Childcare Committee                     
468,056.00 

37,695 50,000

Clare County Childcare Committee                     
318,948.41 

13,440 12,500

Dublin City Childcare Committee                     
709,539.00 

38,955 55,000

Kerry County Childcare Committee                     
460,688.13 

13,020 15,000

Leitrim County Childcare Committee                     
220,199.00 

2,940 2,500

Westmeath County Childcare Committee                    
250,394.32 

8,085 10,000

Monaghan County Childcare Committee                    
246,052.23 

5,985 7,500

Roscommon County Childcare Committee                  
259,122.00 

5,460 5,000

Waterford Childcare Committee                    
454,290.87 

9,240 12,500

Limerick County Childcare Committee                     
572,279.02 

17,850 20,000



21 May 2019

265

City and County Childcare Committees Core Funding 
€

AIM EDI

Tipperary Childcare Committee                   
505,358.77 

15,855 17,500

2019

City and County Childcare Com-
mittees

Core Funding  
€

AIM EDI National   
Childcare 
Scheme

Galway City and County Child-
care Committee

                              
505,240.00 

26,250 15,000 16,509

Donegal County Childcare Com-
mittee

                              
392,566.00 

14,175 7,500 9,688

Meath County Childcare Com-
mittee

                              
408,610.00 

19,950 10,000 9,616

Cavan County Childcare Com-
mittee

                              
241,183.00 

6,405 2,500 4,367

Fingal County Childcare Com-
mittee

                              
509,806.00 

31,710 17,500 15,270

Sligo County Childcare Commit-
tee

                              
244,271.00 

6,825 2,500 4,764

Longford County Childcare 
Committee

                              
217,060.00 

3,465 2,500 2,374

Carlow County Childcare Com-
mittee

                              
236,704.00 

5,250 2,500 3,176

Mayo County Childcare Com-
mittee

                              
325,159.00 

12,915 7,500 9,163

Wicklow County Childcare 
Committee

                              
334,815.00 

16,485 7,500 9,171

Louth County Childcare com-
mittee

                              
314,375.00 

12,075 5,000 6,011

Wexford County Childcare Com-
mittee

                              
371,748.00 

13,965 7,500 8,417

Offaly County Childcare Com-
mittee

                              
246,236.00 

7,140 2,500 4,335

Laois County Childcare Com-
mittee

                              
234,582.00 

7,980 2,500 4,828

South Dublin Childcare Com-
mittee

                              
517,211.00 

23,835 12,500 12,126

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown Child-
care Committee

                              
385,557.00 

18,690 10,000 9,259

Kildare County Childcare Com-
mittee

                              
420,261.00 

20,265 10,000 9,648

Cork City Childcare Committee                               
309,123.00 

8,190 5,000 6,027
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City and County Childcare Com-
mittees

Core Funding  
€

AIM EDI National   
Childcare 
Scheme

Kilkenny County Childcare 
Committee

                              
263,647.00 

9,975 5,000 5,598

Cork County Childcare Commit-
tee

                              
547,489.00 

37,380 25,000 21,417

Clare County Childcare Com-
mittee

                              
314,074.00 

13,335 5,000 7,964

Dublin City Childcare Commit-
tee

                              
837,398.00 

40,320 27,500 26,197

Kerry County Childcare Com-
mittee

                              
357,380.00 

12,915 7,500 8,457

Leitrim County   Childcare Com-
mittee

                              
216,292.00 

3,255 2,500 3,088

Westmeath County Childcare 
Committee

                              
248,687.00 

8,085 5,000 5,534

Monaghan County Childcare 
Committee

                              
241,913.00 

6,195 2,500 4,343

Roscommon County Childcare 
Committee

                              
247,700.00 

5,565 2,500 4,327

Waterford Childcare Committee                               
465,191.00 

9,345 5,000 6,051

Limerick County Childcare 
Committee

                              
562,831.00 

17,850 10,000 11,689

Tipperary Childcare Committee                               
497,751.00 

16,170 7,500 9,672

Question No. 600 answered with Question No. 598.

21/05/2019WRDD00200Recreational Facilities Provision

21/05/2019WRDD00300601. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of playgrounds developed annually since 2012 under the capital grant scheme for play and rec-
reation; the details of new or refurbished playgrounds by county; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [21546/19]

21/05/2019WRDD00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
administers a Capital Grant Funding Scheme for new and existing play and recreation facilities 
for children and young people.  The purpose of the play and recreation capital grant is to sup-
port refurbishment of play and recreation amenities for children and young people.  Since 2013, 
my Department has contributed to the provision of new equipment, the development of natural 
play areas and the refurbishment of existing play facilities.  There is no record of any funding 
for playgrounds from my Department in 2012. 
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Number of Playgrounds developed annually since 2012 under the capital grant scheme 

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 
14 21 23 22 33 35 

The details of new or refurbished playgrounds by county 

County 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 
Carlow   1   1     
Cavan   1 1 2 1 1 
Clare 1 1 1 1   2 
Cork 1   2   1 3 
Donegal   1 3 3 5 3 
Dublin 2 8 2 1 7 5 
Galway 1   1 1 2 2 
Kerry 1       1 1 
Kildare 1   1   1 1 
Kilkenny 1 1 1 1   1 
Leitrim     1       
Limerick 1 1         
Laois   1   1 1 1 
Longford   1 1 1 1 1 
Louth 1         1 
Mayo 1 1   1   1 
Meath 1   2   1 2 
Monaghan 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Offaly   1 1 2 1 2 
Roscommon   1 1 1 1 1 
Sligo         4   
Tipperary 1   1   1 2 
Waterford     1 3   1 
Westmeath     1 1 2 1 
Wexford     1 1 1 1 
Wicklow   1     1 1 

21/05/2019WRDD00500Domestic Violence Refuges Provision

21/05/2019WRDD00600602. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of refuge places available in Tusla funded accommodation in each of the years 2013 to 2018 
and to date in 2019. [21547/19]

21/05/2019WRDD00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Under the Child 
and Family Agency Act, 2013, Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, has statutory responsibil-
ity for the provision of care and protection to victims of domestic, sexual and gender-based 
violence (DSGBV).  In discharging its statutory responsibility, Tusla supports 59 organisations 
nationally that deliver a range of services to victims of domestic, sexual and gender based vio-
lence.
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Prior to the establishment of Tusla 1 January, 2014, the Health Service Executive (HSE) 
provided funding to domestic violence services.

I have asked Tusla to respond directly to the Deputy in relation to the number of refuge 
places available in Tusla funded accommodation in each of the years 2014 to 2018 and to date 
in 2019.

21/05/2019WRDD00800Early Childhood Care and Education Data

21/05/2019WRDD00900603. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of AIM applications made in each county since 2015, by AIM level and year in tabular form. 
[21548/19]

21/05/2019WRDD01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Access and 
Inclusion Model (AIM) is a programme of supports designed to enable children with a disabil-
ity to access and meaningfully participate in the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) 
programme.  It was introduced in June 2016 and is administered by Pobal on behalf of the De-
partment of Children and Youth Affairs.  AIM is a child-centred model, involving 7 levels of 
progressive support, moving from the universal to the targeted, based on the needs of the child 
in the context of the pre-school setting they are attending.

AIM Level 1 includes the new higher education programme in Leadership for Inclusion in 
the Early Years (LINC), established in 2016 with the first intake of students graduating in Oc-
tober 2017.  Pre-school settings employing an Inclusion Coordinator (who has graduated from 
LINC and has agreed to take on the role of Inclusion Coordinator (INCO) in the pre-school 
setting) can apply for an increase of €2 per child per week in the rate of ECCE capitation pay-
able to that setting.  Applications for this increased rate of ECCE capitation were accepted from 
2017. 

AIM Level 2 provides information for parents and pre-school providers.  A dedicated web-
site has been launched under this level - www.aim.gov.ie - and an AIM Communications Strat-
egy is also being developed.

AIM Level 3, in recognising the requirement to continue to develop a qualified workforce 
that can confidently meet the needs of all children wishing to participate in the ECCE pro-
gramme, provides for a multi-annual training programme for pre-school practitioners.

AIM Level 4 provides access to mentoring for pre-school practitioners from a team of dedi-
cated AIM Early Years Specialists. 

AIM Level 5 provides for access to specialised equipment, appliances, assistive technology 
and/or minor alterations capital grants for early years’ settings to ensure children with a disabil-
ity can participate in the ECCE programme.

AIM Level 6 provides access to HSE therapeutic services where they are critical to enable 
the child to be enrolled and to meaningfully participate in the ECCE programme.

AIM Level 7 provides additional assistance in the pre-school room where this is critical to 
ensuring a child’s participation in the ECCE programme.  In line with emerging best practice 
to support the integration and independence of children with a disability, AIM does not fund 
Special Needs Assistants (SNAs).  Rather, it provides financial support to the pre-school pro-
vider, which can be used either to reduce the adult to child ratio in the pre-school room or to 
buy in additional assistance to the pre-school room.  Accordingly, Level 7 assistance is a shared 



21 May 2019

269

resource for the pre-school setting. 

Pobal has provided the following information regarding the number of AIM applications 
for Levels 1, 4, 5 and 7 received by county since 2016.  As the 2018-19 programme year is not 
yet complete, the number of applications in relation to 2018-19 may rise further during the final 
weeks of the programme year.

County Level 
1 - INCO   
Capitation

Level 
1 - INCO 
Capitation

Level 4 - 
Mentoring 
from Early 
Years Spe-
cialists

Level 4 
- Mentor-
ing from 
Early Years 
Specialists

Level 4 
- Mentor-
ing from 
Early Years 
Specialists

Level 5 - 
Alterations 
& Equip-
ment

ECCE 
programme 
year

2017-18 2018-19 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2016-17

Carlow 12 26 29 53 66 1
Cavan 4 23 49 47 73 13
Clare 31 46 100 100 127 13
Cork 104 171 345 437 546 42
Donegal 47 55 113 126 131 16
Dublin 117 281 507 721 945 30
Galway 36 99 120 158 188 13
Kerry 51 60 92 130 114 21
Kildare 44 72 104 163 179 16
Kilkenny 17 33 38 55 69 9
Laois 18 26 57 78 102 11
Leitrim 6 10 17 22 19 7
Limerick 63 73 135 156 204 13
Longford 5 16 26 19 29 2
Louth 17 32 77 112 171 9
Mayo 25 49 50 99 103 7
Meath 28 67 98 182 197 21
Monaghan 13 19 27 24 43 5
Offaly 11 20 42 58 98 7
Roscom-
mon

20 32 30 46 49 2

Sligo 18 22 21 29 42 8
Tipperary 25 63 88 119 143 15
Waterford 19 34 54 62 87 9
Westmeath 17 27 47 58 78 5
Wexford 23 56 87 111 139 3
Wicklow 12 43 42 92 91 6
Total 783 1,455 2,395 3,257 4,033 304
table contd.
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County Level 5 - 
Alterations & 
Equipment

Level 5 -  
Alterations & 
Equipment

Level 7 
- Additional 
Assistance in 
the preschool 
room

Level 7 - 
Additional 
Assistance in 
the preschool 
room

Level 7 - 
Additional 
Assistance in 
the preschool 
room

ECCE pro-
gramme year

2017-18 2018-19 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19

Carlow 4 10 18 48 75
Cavan 10 10 43 64 82
Clare 16 26 90 111 124
Cork 89 82 263 516 667
Donegal 27 14 91 137 173
Dublin 49 71 323 750 1,126
Galway 16 17 99 186 231
Kerry 23 34 71 141 153
Kildare 17 7 90 160 214
Kilkenny 11 5 30 59 90
Laois 14 10 41 83 114
Leitrim 3 3 12 23 29
Limerick 27 14 118 182 247
Longford  6 20 21 33
Louth 8 18 59 123 206
Mayo 22 23 35 105 137
Meath 26 30 50 173 255
Monaghan 4 2 25 36 52
Offaly 11 7 28 71 106
Roscommon 7 2 20 50 61
Sligo 9 6 19 35 56
Tipperary 15 20 69 138 183
Waterford 4 7 48 64 102
Westmeath 2 8 32 58 87
Wexford 4 12 69 139 178
Wicklow 7 2 29 85 102
Total 425 446 1,792 3,558 4,883

21/05/2019WRDD01100Departmental Expenditure

21/05/2019WRDD01200604. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
amount spent in fees to companies (details supplied) by her Department in each of the years 
2011 to 2018. [21575/19]

21/05/2019WRDD01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone):  My Depart-
ment has utilised Deloitte’s services on a yearly basis since 2012.  Deloitte provided audit ser-
vices for a number of youth programmes operated by my Department.  Details of the funding 
provided are listed in the table below. 
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  2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 
Deloitte €8,911 €7,488 €7,488 €8,781 €8,781 €8,781 €8,781 

In addition, my Department made a once off payment to Ernst & Young in 2016, amounting 
to €1,918 for the provision of internal audit services.  The Deputy might note that my Depart-
ment has not provided funding to PwC and KPMG during the period specified.

21/05/2019WRDD01400Domestic Violence Services Funding

21/05/2019WRDD01500605. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount 
of funding allocated to domestic violence emergency refuges and step down accommodation 
for 2019. [21631/19]

21/05/2019WRDD01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency provides funding and coordination supports to some 59 organisations that 
deliver a range of services to victims of domestic, sexual and gender based violence throughout 
the country.

In 2019, €25.3 million is being allocated to Domestic, Sexual and Gender Based Violence 
services, an increase of €1.5 million over 2018.

I have requested Tusla to respond directly to the Deputy regarding the amount of funding to 
be allocated to domestic violence services in 2019.

21/05/2019WRDD01700Residential Institutions

21/05/2019WRDD01800606. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of teenage girls that became pregnant in residential care in each of the years 2015 to 2018. 
[21653/19]

21/05/2019WRDD01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have been 
informed that Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, does not collate data on the number of preg-
nancies experienced by young people in residential care. 

When a young person in residential care becomes pregnant, a review of their statutory Care 
Plan is arranged, which aims to assess all of the needs of the young person.  The planning pro-
cess takes into consideration the current and future needs of the young person, and their child.  
The views of the young person are paramount to the process.

21/05/2019WRDD02000Child and Family Agency Investigations

21/05/2019WRDD02100607. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if there will be 
a formal investigation into a person (details supplied) and their work with Tusla. [21685/19]

21/05/2019WRDD02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am aware that 
media reports have issued recently with regard to the individual to whom the Deputy refers. 

I have been advised by Tusla that it cannot comment on individual employment matters.
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21/05/2019WRDD02300Ministerial Meetings

21/05/2019WRDD02400608. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason 
she has not made herself available to receive a petition in person from a service provider (de-
tails supplied) in County Donegal; if she will be available in future to meet with representatives 
from the organisation with a view to discussing service provision, funding and other related 
matters; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21698/19]

21/05/2019WRDD02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy 
may be aware that a representative from the organisation in question recently contacted my of-
fice with regard to a meeting and a presentation of a petition on two specified dates.  My office 
advised the representative of the organisation in question that I would not be available to attend 
a meeting on those dates due to the pressures of scheduled business.  My office will follow up 
on this matter with the organisation in question in due course. 

Under the Child and Family Agency Act, 2013, Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, has 
statutory responsibility for the provision of care and protection to victims of domestic, sexual 
and gender-based violence (DSGBV).  In discharging its statutory responsibility, Tusla supports 
59 organisations nationally that deliver a range of services to victims of domestic, sexual and 
gender based violence.

Two specific services, Donegal Women’s Domestic Violence Service and Donegal Women’s 
Centre, are funded by Tusla to provide services to domestic violence victims in County Done-
gal, including Inishowen.  At this time, Tusla is not seeking to commission additional services 
in County Donegal.

A wide range of Tusla services are provided and commissioned across County Donegal, 
mindful of the rural nature of the county.  Accessibility is an issue for service users in many ru-
ral areas across the country, and Tusla has been supporting services in developing and enhanc-
ing outreach services in order to improve access to services.

Many organisations have moved from a clinic-based response to more flexible responses, 
where services arrange to meet service users at times and places that are safe and convenient for 
them.  Tusla-funded services in County Donegal have demonstrated this approach in providing 
an outreach service to service users in different areas of the county, including Inishowen.

In 2018, Tusla provided €3,200 in funding to the organisation in question for the delivery of 
counselling to both adults and children.  

I am committed to the development of domestic violence services.  Tusla will continue to 
work with service providers throughout the country to improve services for victims of domestic 
violence.

21/05/2019WRDD02600Domestic Violence Refuges Provision

21/05/2019WRDD02700609. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if an 
outreach worker has been appointed to a refuge (details supplied) to specifically deal with 
County Carlow; and if so, when this post will be commenced. [21848/19]

21/05/2019WRDD02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, has statutory responsibility for the provision of care and protection to vic-
tims of domestic, sexual and gender-based violence (DSGBV).
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As the Deputy will be aware, I secured an additional €1.5m in funding for DSGBV services 
in 2019.

On Thursday 25 April, 2019, I announced that the additional €1.5 million in funding will be 
used to provide:

- A 10% increase in funding to sexual violence services.

- 12 new outreach workers for women and children affected by domestic violence to im-
prove access to support services.

- National roll out of a 12 week healing programme for children who have been impacted 
by domestic abuse, which also helps parents/guardians to understand their child’s experiences 
and support their recovery.

- Opening in the Autumn of a new refuge in South Dublin.

- A specific initiative to reduce the waiting times for counselling for victims of sexual vio-
lence.

Tusla is responsible for the allocation and administration of funding to DSGBV services.  
Over the coming weeks, Tusla will work to implement the decisions made in relation to ad-
ditional funding in 2019.  I have asked Tusla to respond directly to the Deputy in relation to 
service provision in County Carlow.

21/05/2019WRDD02900Domestic Violence Services Funding

21/05/2019WRDD03000610. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if ad-
ditional funding has been provided for a refuge (details supplied). [21849/19]

21/05/2019WRDD03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As highlighted 
to the Deputy in response to her previous question (Ref PQ 21848/19), I secured an additional 
€1.5m in funding for domestic, sexual and gender-based violence services in 2019 and have 
announced how this additional funding is to be used.

I have asked Tusla, the Child and Family Agency to respond directly to the Deputy regard-
ing additional funding for the named organisation this year.

21/05/2019WRDD03200Child and Family Agency Payments

21/05/2019WRDD03300611. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
status of Tusla payments for a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [21926/19]

21/05/2019WRDD03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have referred the question to Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, for direct 
reply to you.

21/05/2019WRDD03500Child and Family Agency Policy

21/05/2019WRDD03600612. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans to re-
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quest Tusla to maintain a record of the number of girls in residential care that become pregnant 
while in care in view of the fact that it does not keep such records. [22011/19]

21/05/2019WRDD03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The pregnancy 
of a girl in care will be recorded on an individual file and  the care planning process is the key 
forum to ensure that robust plans are put in place to support young people who are pregnant.  

National level data is not currently collated for all incidents of pregnancy.  I thank the Dep-
uty for her suggestion and will include the issue in future discussions of appropriate and helpful 
data that Tulsa might collect to assist policy monitoring and development.

21/05/2019WRDD03800Child Safety

21/05/2019WRDD03900613. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her views in 
regard to the safeguarding of children in residential care in view of the fact that young boys 
and girls are regularly housed together in residential care houses and that 24 hour supervision 
is impossible. [22012/19]

21/05/2019WRDD04000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I thank the Dep-
uty for her question and confirm that, as this is an operational matter, I have referred the ques-
tion to Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, for direct reply.

21/05/2019WRDD04100Youth Services Funding

21/05/2019WRDD04200614. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans 
to provide enhanced funding to a group (details supplied) to carry out youth counselling work; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [22081/19]

21/05/2019WRDD04300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I understand 
that Youth Work Ireland Galway has not contacted my Department in relation to a request for 
enhanced funding for youth counselling work.

The total 2019 Targeted Youth Funding Scheme (TYFS) allocation for Youth Work Ireland 
Galway amounts to €370,260.

In 2019, €60.4m is allocated in current funding to support the provision of youth services.  
This is an increase of €1.5m on 2018.  The additional funding is being used for programmes 
that target disadvantaged young people through the Targeted Youth Funding Scheme.  The 
increase will also assist national youth organisations in their work to support local voluntary 
youth services.  

The TYFS is overseen on behalf of my Department by the Education and Training Boards 
(ETBs).

Future development and investment in youth services will be informed by the mapping 
exercise completed in 2017, which mapped youth service provision across the State.  This 
mapping will assist the Department and the relevant ETB in developing a detailed social demo-
graphic profile in terms of both population numbers and deprivation levels.  My Department is 
committed to working with ETBs to identify need and explore ways to address this need where 
it emerges.
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21/05/2019WRDD04400Departmental Expenditure

21/05/2019WRDD04500615. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the amount spent in fees to companies (details supplied) by his Department in each of the 
years 2011 to 2018. [21586/19]

21/05/2019WRDD04600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment has not incurred any costs or fees to the companies in question from the establishment of 
the Department in July 2017 to the end of 2018.

21/05/2019WRDD04700Departmental Communications

21/05/2019WRDD04800616. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
way in which persons can source information in relation to a service (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [21875/19]

21/05/2019WRDD04900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): If the pro-
posed location is secured, it is expected that new positions will be created and these will be 
advertised in due course through the media and on the website of the organisation concerned.

21/05/2019WRDD05000Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

21/05/2019WRDD05100617. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her views on a matter in relation to community employment scheme supervisors (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21735/19]

21/05/2019WRDD05200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Firstly, I am delighted to note that the industrial action due to take place has been suspended 
following recent discussions I and officials held with Fórsa and SIPTU.  The very many ser-
vices provided by CE supervisors, assistant supervisors and every participant in community 
employment schemes in rural and urban areas are extremely valuable to every town and village 
in the country.  All of these schemes are well embedded in community areas nationally and they 
are engaged in significant levels of service support and delivery.   

Engagement will now commence between the Department of Employment Affairs and So-
cial Protection and the unions over the next number of months.  This provides an opportunity 
to address issues of concern to CE Supervisors.  The date of the next meeting has been agreed 
with all parties with engagement commencing this week.

21/05/2019WRDD05300Social Insurance Rates

21/05/2019WRDD05400618. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated cost of an increase in bands of employer’s and employee’s PRSI to reflect 
a minimum wage of €11.80 per hour. [21930/19]

21/05/2019WRDD05500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
information requested by the Deputy is currently being compiled and calculated by the Depart-
ment and will be provided to the Deputy as soon as it becomes available.
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21/05/2019WRDD05600Social Insurance Rates

21/05/2019WRDD05700619. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated revenue that would be raised by introducing a new employers’ rate of 
PRSI of 12.75%, 13.75%, 14.75% and 15.75%, respectively on the portion of salary paid in 
excess of €100,000 per annum. [21950/19]

21/05/2019WRDD05800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
information requested by the Deputy is contained in the following table.

 Increase in Employer 
PRSI rate on earnings over 
€100,00 to:

Yield  Employments affected

12.75%  €127.0m  251,592
13.75%  €197.6m  251,592
14.75%  €268.1m  251,592
15.75%  €338.7m  251,592
These estimates are based on PRSI Class A contributions.  They use the latest available data 

and reflect macro-economic indicators.  

It should be noted that these estimates do not take into account any possible changes in em-
ployer behaviour arising from changing rates of contribution. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

21/05/2019WREE00200Invalidity Pension Applications

21/05/2019WREE00300620. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an invalidity pension application by a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [21375/19]

21/05/2019WREE00400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions. 

The department received a claim for IP for the gentleman concerned on 08 May 2019.  The 
claim will be processed as quickly as possible and he will be notified directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

21/05/2019WREE00500Invalidity Pension Appeals

21/05/2019WREE00600621. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of an invalidity pension appeal by a person (details supplied). [21421/19]

21/05/2019WREE00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was 
registered in that office on 10th April 2019.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process 
that the relevant Departmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds 
of appeal be sought.  When these papers have been received from the Department, the case in 
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question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the ap-
peal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

21/05/2019WREE00800Widowed Parent Grant

21/05/2019WREE00900622. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the reason a spouse does not receive a widowed parent grant after the death of their 
partner in circumstances (details supplied). [21427/19]

21/05/2019WREE01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Firstly may I take this opportunity to extend my condolences to the person concerned and his 
family on their recent bereavement. 

The widowed or surviving civil partner grant is a once-off payment of €6000 and is avail-
able to widows, widowers or surviving civil partners who have one or more dependent children 
living with them at the date of death, or a widow or surviving civil partner whose child is born 
within 10 months of the date of death of her spouse or civil partner. The applicant must also 
qualify for certain Social Protection payments. 

The widowed or surviving civil partner grant is different in nature to many payments, in-
cluding the widowed or surviving civil partner’s pension, as it is a once off grant, paid at the 
time of a bereavement, and does not contribute to the ongoing costs of raising a child, beyond 
the immediate period of the bereavement. 

The reason a spouse does not receive a widowed or surviving civil partner grant in the cir-
cumstances outlined by the Deputy is that the person has not entered into marriage or a civil 
partnership with the person they were co-habiting with. Entering into a marriage or civil part-
nership is a legal act, which confers both rights and obligations on both parties that do not exist 
in law between co-habiting couples.  

The legal context governing relationships such as marriage is regulated by the Minister for 
Justice and Equality. Aside from the wider legal issues regarding the status of marriage and 
civil partnerships, which is a much broader policy area than its implications under the remit of 
my department, extending the current provisions to people who have not undertaken equivalent 
legal obligations would carry significant costs, and would also raise significant issues about 
criteria if it were to be based upon co-habitation. 

Therefore any decision to extend the qualifying criteria for the widowed or surviving civil 
partner grant would have to be considered in the context of overall budgetary negotiations, as 
well as legal issues that may arise. 

Under the supplementary allowance scheme, the Department of Employment Affairs and 
Social Protection may make a single exceptional needs payment (ENP) to help meet essen-
tial, once-off expenditure which a person could not reasonably be expected to meet from their 
weekly income, which may include help with bereavement expenses. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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21/05/2019WREE01100Disability Allowance Appeals

21/05/2019WREE01200623. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if an application for a disability allowance by a person (details supplied) which is 
now under appeal will be expedited and approved; and if an oral hearing will be granted to as-
sist an early outcome. [21440/19]

21/05/2019WREE01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was 
referred to an Appeals Officer on 12th December 2018, who will, in the near future, make a 
summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, 
hold an oral hearing.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office has also advised me that your request for an oral hearing, 
will be brought to the attention of the Appeals Officer dealing with this case. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

21/05/2019WREE01400Public Services Card

21/05/2019WREE01500624. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the legal basis of the Public Services Card; her views on the concerns persons may 
have in relation to data protection; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21453/19]

21/05/2019WREE01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
legal basis for the Public Services Card (PSC) can be found in the Social Welfare Consolidation 
Act, 2005, as amended.

Section 263 of that Act provides that a PSC can be issued, once the person’s identity has 
been authenticated. The same section also provides for the information that can be inscribed on 
the PSC and for the information that can be stored electronically on the PSC.

The PSC is designed and intended to replace other cards within the public sector, such as the 
free travel pass and the social services card of this Department, and to make it easy for provid-
ers of public services to verify the identity of customers.

The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) came into effect on 25th May 2018. The 
Regulation and the Data Protection Acts confer rights on individuals in relation to the privacy 
of their personal data as well as responsibilities on those persons holding and processing such 
data.  

My Department takes its responsibilities in relation to data protection very seriously and is 
committed to protecting the rights and privacy of individuals in accordance with both European 
Union and Irish data protection legislation. In accordance with the GDPR, my Department has 
a Data Protection Officer (DPO) supported by a fully resourced Data Protection Unit.

My Department’s Privacy Statement has a section on the personal data that we  collect and 
process and can be viewed on the www.welfare.ie   website.  It also gives contact details for the 
Data Protection Officer (DPO).
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

21/05/2019WREE01700State Pension (Contributory)

21/05/2019WREE01800625. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the method of calculation conducted in the 2012 pension review of a person (details sup-
plied); if this method of calculation differs from other persons in the pension review process; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21517/19]

21/05/2019WREE01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records of 
approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate 
State pension contributory entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation 
which includes provision for homecaring periods.

The same methodology applies to all claimants where modified insurance is used in 
their State pension (contributory) entitlement calculation.

As there are mixed social insurance contributions in the case of the person concerned, the 
rate of pension is calculated using a two step process.  Firstly, all the person’s social insurance 
contributions, HomeCaring Periods and credited contributions are treated as if they were full-
rate Irish contributions to establish their theoretical rate of pension.  Next, the actual rate of 
pension is determined by the percentage of their record represented by full rate social insurance 
contributions (including their HomeCaring periods).  Following review,  using this two steps 
process, the weekly rate of pension of the person concerned increased to €207.20, or 83.41% of 
the maximum rate of state pension contributory. 

A review outcome letter was sent to the person concerned outlining their increase in rate and 
included a copy of their social insurance record.  Arrears of payment backdated to 30 March 
2018 have also been paid.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

21/05/2019WREE02000State Pension (Contributory)

21/05/2019WREE02100626. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of the 2012 pension review; the number of persons who had their pension entitle-
ment reviewed; the numbers awaiting a review; the number of persons issued with a high rate 
of pension; the number of persons whose pension has remained unchanged in tabular form; if 
concerns have been raised regarding persons being excluded from the review; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [21520/19]

21/05/2019WREE02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records of 
approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate 
State pension contributory entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation 
which includes provision for homecaring periods.

Wherever possible, reviews are processed based on information already held by my Depart-
ment.  Where there are unexplained gap periods in an individual’s social insurance record, a 
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written request for information is issued.  Over 44,000 requests for information have been is-
sued to date.  

Reviews commenced from 13 February 2019, the day after I signed the necessary Regula-
tions which, together with provisions in the Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registrations 
Act 2018, allows the increased payments to be made.  Regardless of when a review is conduct-
ed, where an increase in payment is due, the person’s rate of payment will be adjusted without 
delay and arrears issued backdated to 30 March 2018, or the person’s 66th birthday if later.  
Where a person’s rate does not increase following review, the person will continue to receive 
their existing rate of payment. 

Outcomes will continue to issue to individuals as soon as their reviews are completed.  It 
will take a number of months to complete the reviews due to the numbers involved and the indi-
vidual nature of social insurance records.  This work will continue until all identified pensioners 
have received their review outcome.   

As at 16 May 2019,  42,775 reviews, representing almost half of all identified for review , 
have been completed.  Of these,  21,481 pensioners received an increase in their rate of pension 
and 21,294 are remaining on their existing rate of payment.   

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

21/05/2019WREE02300Departmental Expenditure

21/05/2019WREE02400627. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the amount spent in fees to companies (details supplied) by her Department in each 
of the years 2011 to 2018. [21579/19]

21/05/2019WREE02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
information requested is currently being complied and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon 
as it is available.

21/05/2019WREE02600Carer’s Benefit Applications

21/05/2019WREE02700628. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a decision will be made on a carer’s benefit application by a person (details sup-
plied) in County Wexford; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21632/19]

21/05/2019WREE02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s benefit (CARB) is a PRSI based payment, made to a person who is providing full-time 
care and attention to a child or an adult who has such a disability that as a result they require 
that level of care.

Before a decision can be made on entitlement to CARB, evidence must be provided in re-
spect of the care recipient’s care requirement, the level of care the carer provides, the carer’s 
hours of employment and their PRSI record.  

An application for CARB was received from the person concerned on 28 February 2019. 

Additional information in relation to the person’s employment was requested by a deciding 
officer on 15 May 2019.
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Once the information is received the application will be processed without delay and the 
person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy  .

21/05/2019WREE02900Social Welfare Payments Administration

21/05/2019WREE03000629. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection further to Parliamentary Question No. 1413 of 8 May 2019, if the level of funding 
or support or lack thereof has been considered by her Department (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [21657/19]

21/05/2019WREE03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Section 338 of the Social Welfare (Consolidation) Act, 2005 (as amended), provides that where 
a person has received moneys from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion, which he or she is not entitled to receive, the person shall be liable to repay on demand a 
sum not exceeding the amount of the money received.

It is the policy of this Department not to cause undue hardship to the debt holder, having 
regard to their circumstances.  If the person concerned is not in a position to discharge this debt 
at present, she should as previously advised, contact LO-Call number: 1890 500 000 with any 
enquiries or representation relating to her outstanding debt. 

Additionally, as outlined in Question No. 1413, it is open to the person concerned to contact 
her local Intreo Centre where a member of staff will be in a position to assist her in determining 
her current entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

21/05/2019WREE03200Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

21/05/2019WREE03300630. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her plans to engage with community employment supervisors to find a satisfactory path-
way to address the pension issues for such supervisors and assistant supervisors based on the 
2008 Labour Court recommendation and in view of the Fianna Fáil motion on this issue which 
was passed by Dáil Éireann in 2018; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21757/19]

21/05/2019WREE03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty):  
Firstly, I am delighted to note that the industrial action due to take place has been suspended 
following recent discussions I and officials held with Forsa and SIPTU.  The very many ser-
vices provided by CE supervisors, assistant supervisors and every participant in community 
employment schemes in rural and urban areas are extremely valuable to every town and village 
in the country. All of these schemes are well embedded in community areas nationally and they 
are engaged in significant levels of service support and delivery.   

Engagement will now commence between the Department of Employment Affairs and So-
cial Protection and the unions over the next number of months.  This provides an opportunity 
to address issues of concern to CE Supervisors.  The date of the next meeting has been agreed 
with all parties with engagement commencing this week.

21/05/2019WREE03500Carer’s Allowance Applications
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21/05/2019WREE03600631. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the reason a person (details supplied) is waiting on a decision on a carer’s allowance ap-
plication; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21804/19]

21/05/2019WREE03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

Means are any income belonging to the carer and their spouse, civil partner, or cohabitant, 
property, (except their own home) or an asset that could bring in money or provide them with 
an income, for example occupational pensions, or pensions or benefits from another country. 

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 17 January 2019. 

As the applicant is self –employed hairdresser, the matter was referred to a local social wel-
fare inspector (SWI) on 11 March 2019 to assess all means and hours employed per week, and 
confirm that all the conditions for receipt of CA are satisfied. 

Once the SWI has reported, a decision will be made and the person concerned will be noti-
fied directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

21/05/2019WREE03800Superannuation Schemes

21/05/2019WREE03900632. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if she will establish an independent review group within her Department to assess 
the level and impact of cuts suffered by all categories of members in a scheme (details sup-
plied) due to changes in legislation and in particular the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2014 
and subsequent reductions in members benefits; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[21836/19]

21/05/2019WREE04000633. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if her attention has been drawn to the substantial cuts imposed on members of a scheme 
(details supplied) in advance of the sale of the stake of the State in a company; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [21840/19]

21/05/2019WREE04100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 632 and 633 together.

I am aware of the reduction in pension benefits for members of the IASS pension scheme.  
However, the Deputy will appreciate that I cannot intervene in, or comment on, the pension ar-
rangements applying to a particular pension scheme as such arrangements are a matter for the 
pension scheme trustees, the companies participating in the scheme, the scheme members and 
the Pensions Authority.

As the Deputy is aware, there is currently a case before the Courts in relation to the IASS 
pension scheme.  Therefore, it would be inappropriate for me to comment any further on this 
matter.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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21/05/2019WREE04300Disability Allowance Applications

21/05/2019WREE04400634. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of a disability allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [21860/19]

21/05/2019WREE04500Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The gentleman referred to has been awarded invalidity pension 
with effect from 21 February 2019.  Payment will issue to his nominated post office on 06 June 
2019.  Any arrears due from 21 February 2019 to 05 June 2019 (less any overlapping social 
welfare payment) will issue as soon as possible.  The gentleman in question was notified of this 
decision on 20 May 2019.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

21/05/2019WREE04600Illness Benefit Applications

21/05/2019WREE04700635. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an illness benefit application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [21925/19]

21/05/2019WREE04800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Department received an application for Illness Benefit from the person concerned on the 1st 
April 2019. 

However, the person concerned is currently a qualified adult on her partner’s Jobseeker’s 
Allowance claim.  This means that her partner is in receipt of a qualified adult allowance in 
respect of her.

The monetary difference between this allowance and her Illness Benefit entitlement is cur-
rently being calculated. Once completed, her Illness Benefit claim will be awarded and payment 
will issue to her. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

21/05/2019WREE04900Postal Services

21/05/2019WREE05000636. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if her Department will accept the address point service offered by An Post which is 
given to homeless persons for use in the context of claims; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [21937/19]

21/05/2019WREE05100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department is aware of the recent introduction of the Address Point service by An Post, which 
provides a free personal address and mail collection service for people who are homeless. The 
Address Point service generates a personal address based on the person’s choice of local post 
office, which will be their mail collection point and  does not use include the words “Post Of-
fice”.  My Department accepts this service offered by An Post to homeless persons for the pur-
poses of the SAFE registration process and the issuing of a Public Services Card.

Given the recent introduction of the service, I am aware that a small number of claims, 
which include such an address, have been received and such claims were authorised, once the 
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conditions for payment were satisfied.

If the Deputy is aware of a case where the use of the An Post Address Point service is at is-
sue in relation to a claim submitted to my Department, I would be grateful if the details of the 
case were provided.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

21/05/2019WREE05200Disability Allowance Appeals

21/05/2019WREE05300637. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the position in relation to a disability allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21967/19]

21/05/2019WREE05400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Disability allowance (DA) is subject to periodic reviews. This 
lady’s entitlement was recently reviewed and it was established that she no longer satisfies the 
medical condition for receipt of DA. The person concerned was notified of this on 24 April 
2019.

Further medical evidence was received and a review of this decision was carried out.  
The original decision was upheld and the person concerned was notified in writing on 3 
May 2019.  She was also advised of her right to appeal this decision to the independent social 
welfare appeals office. No request for an appeal has been received. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the deputy.

21/05/2019WREE05500State Pension (Non-Contributory) Appeals

21/05/2019WREE05600638. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an appeal by a person (details supplied) for a non-contributory old age 
pension; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21983/19]

21/05/2019WREE05700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was 
registered in that office on 7 January 2019   It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process 
that the relevant papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds 
of appeal be sought from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection  These 
papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 15 January 2019 and the case 
has been referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based 
on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

 I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRFF00200Social Welfare Fraud Data

21/05/2019WRFF00300639. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
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Protection the number of persons prosecuted for social welfare fraud in 2018 and to date in 
2019, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21993/19]

21/05/2019WRFF00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department initiates criminal prosecutions against persons who defraud the social welfare sys-
tem and against employers who fail to carry out their statutory obligations under social welfare 
legislation. 

Cases involving the detection of theft, impersonation, identity fraud or multiple claiming 
are referred to An Gardaí Síochana (AGS) for investigation and for consideration by the Direc-
tor of Public Prosecutions for prosecution under criminal justice legislation. 

The table below outlines the number of cases submitted by the Department to the Chief 
State Solicitor’s Office (CSSO) for prosecution of offences under social welfare legislation. It 
also shows cases referred to AGS for investigation of social welfare fraud and consideration of 
prosecution under criminal justice legislation.

  2018  2019 to date
Cases referred to the CSSO  101  27
Cases referred to AGS  74  24

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

21/05/2019WRFF00500Child Benefit Reform

21/05/2019WRFF00600640. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
her plans to extend child benefit to children over 18 years of age who are in full-time second-
level education in view of the fact that children are starting school later and in many cases 
transition year is mandatory. [22016/19]

21/05/2019WRFF00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Child Benefit is a monthly payment made to families with children in respect of all qualified 
children up to the age of 16 years.  The payment continues to be paid in respect of children up 
to their 18th birthday who are in full-time education, or who have a disability.  Child Benefit is 
currently paid, as of end-March 2019 to almost 632,000 families in respect of nearly 1.2 million 
children, with an estimated expenditure of more than €2 billion in 2018. 

Given the universality of Child Benefit, extending entitlement to parents of full time stu-
dents in second level education who are over 18 years of age would not be a targeted approach.  
The adoption of such a proposal would have significant cost implications and would have to be 
considered in an overall budgetary context. 

Families on low incomes may be able to avail of a number of social welfare schemes that 
support children in full-time education until the age of 22, including:  

- Increase for a Qualified Child (IQCs) with primary social welfare payments;  

- the Working Family Payment for low-paid employees with children;   

- the Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance  

These schemes provide targeted assistance that is directly linked to household income and 
thereby support low-income families with older children participating in full-time education. 
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21/05/2019WRFF00800Farm Assist Scheme Eligibility

21/05/2019WRFF00900641. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a person whose entire farm landholding is under forestry would be considered to 
be a farmer for the purposes of applying for farm assist; if a person in these circumstances will 
be eligible to apply for farm assist; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [22017/19]

21/05/2019WRFF01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
farm assist (FA) scheme is a means-tested payment for farmers on low incomes and is similar to 
jobseeker’s allowance (JA).  To qualify for the scheme a person must satisfy the means test and 
be engaged in farming.  Recipients retain the advantages of the JA scheme such as the retention 
of secondary benefits and access to activation programmes. The 2019 Revised Estimates for my 
Department provides for expenditure of  €72 million for the FA scheme.

Social Welfare legislation defines a farmer as a person engaged in farming, farming farm 
land including commonage, which is owned, and used for the purposes of husbandry, is leased, 
and used for the purposes of husbandry, or does not form part of a larger holding and is used 
for the purposes of husbandry.  Husbandry is defined as the working of the land with the object 
of extracting the traditional produce of the land. This can include the cultivation of crops or 
trees (forestry) and the keeping of livestock and poultry.  

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy and if he has a particular case of a person 
in these circumstances he should forward the details to my Department for examination.

21/05/2019WRFF01100Water Quality

21/05/2019WRFF01200642. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
his views on the drainage system at a location (details supplied); the measures taken or being 
taken to address the cause of the deterioration of water quality which resulted in the closure 
of bathing areas throughout Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21348/19]

21/05/2019WRFF01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Our bathing water quality in Ireland is generally of a high standard – the most recent EPA report 
on Bathing Water Quality in Ireland for 2017 classed 93% of our designated coastal and lake 
beaches as meeting the minimum standard of sufficient water quality as defined under the Bath-
ing Water Quality Regulations, and almost 85% classed as either ‘good’ or ‘excellent’. Bathing 
water quality is regulated under the Bathing Water Quality Regulations 2008, which transposed 
the EU Bathing Water Directive 2006/7/EC into Irish legislation.

However, I am concerned at the ongoing issues contributing to poor water quality at a small 
number of our many bathing waters.  The Ailesbury Pumping Station, referred to by the Deputy, 
discharges to the Sandymount Strand bathing waters in the event of overflows following peri-
ods of heavy rainfall, and has been identified as a contributory factor in Sandymount Strand’s 
‘poor’ water quality designation in 2017. Sandymount Strand has continued to receive a ‘poor’ 
designation in 2018. 

Dublin City Council has responsibility for bathing water quality in the area under the Regu-
lations, and takes frequent samples which are published on the EPA’s beaches.ie website. Where 
‘poor’ designations are received, Dublin City Council is responsible for putting in place a man-
agement plan to address the contributing pressures. 

I view the bathing water quality issue at Sandymount with concern, in terms of safeguard-
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ing our natural amenities and human health. Discussions are ongoing at a senior technical level 
between my Department, Dublin City Council and the EPA in order to address this issue.

I also believe that upgrades to our waste water treatment infrastructure, including the Ring-
send Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade and the Greater Dublin Drainage Project, will make 
a significant contribution to improved bathing water quality throughout Dublin.

The Deputy may also be interested in the 2017 EPA Bathing Water Quality in Ireland Report 
which includes a special chapter on the pressures on water quality in Dublin Bay. This report 
is available on the EPA’s website at the following link:   http://www.epa.ie/pubs/reports/water/
bathing/bathingwaterqualityinireland2017.html.

21/05/2019WRFF01400Social and Affordable Housing

21/05/2019WRFF01500643. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if his Department has conducted a review of the enhanced long-term social housing 
leasing scheme; if so, the details of the review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21541/19]

21/05/2019WRFF01600653. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if a cost-benefit analysis of the enhanced long-term social housing leasing scheme 
has been conducted; if so, the details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21540/19]

21/05/2019WRFF01700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 643 and 653 together.

The new Enhanced Leasing Scheme has been developed by my Department, together with 
the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA), the Housing Agency and local authorities, 
following market engagement. It has been designed to harness the potential of private sector 
interest in social housing delivery in a new set of long-term leasing arrangements, in a manner 
designed to leverage off-balance sheet funding opportunities in accordance with Rebuilding 
Ireland objectives.

Following the launch of the Social Housing Strategy 2020, a wide variety of developers, 
investors, financiers, Approved Housing Bodies and others expressed an interest in being in-
volved in the provision or financing of social housing across the country. A structured, formal 
process was put in place to facilitate engagement with these bodies.  A body called the Social 
Housing Investment Proposals Clearing House Group - or the Clearing House Group - was 
established in 2015 to examine and consider proposals and to meet with the companies, groups 
and institutions involved. Arising from the workings of that group, Government took the deci-
sion in February 2016 to develop a new enhanced leasing scheme, which would provide lessors 
with a longer-term contract with a greater proportion of market rent available, in exchange for 
more responsibility with regard to management and maintenance and greater risk transfer from 
local authorities. The Government decision at that time was informed by a consideration of 
indicative costs including comparative costs with other delivery schemes.

In the period after February 2016, the Clearing House Group concluded its work and my 
Department, the National Development Finance Agency, the Housing Agency and local au-
thorities worked to develop a new set of long-term enhanced leasing arrangements that met the 
requirements of that Government decision.

A further set of costings were undertaken to inform the decision of Government to move 
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forward and launch the enhanced leasing scheme in January 2018. These costings were under-
taken using information on average lease costs, at that time, and the expected level of take-up 
of the scheme, which is targeted at 2,500 units by end 2021.  The costs of the Enhanced Lease 
are included in the Government’s commitment to multi-annual funding to deliver on the targets 
set out in Rebuilding Ireland. 

There are a number of factors, which ensure that leasing is good value in the long term for 
the State. The cost of delivering social housing units under the traditional construction and ac-
quisition model is not adequately captured by the up-front capital expenditure, as each unit will 
carry a stream of ongoing costs over the long-term including management, maintenance and 
remediation. Furthermore, during the term of the lease, the responsibility for structural matters 
remains with the property owner and not the local authority.  At the end of the lease term – 25 
years is a substantial period - the dwelling can require major renovation or upgrading resulting 
in a significant capital cost, which under leasing is not borne by the local authority but by the 
owner. 

To date, there have been two Calls for Proposals, where interested parties were given the 
opportunity to make qualifying submissions to the scheme. The first Call for Proposals ran from 
31 January 2018 and the Housing Agency accepted submissions from interested parties until 
12 April 2018.  After that Call for Proposals, my Department carried out a review of the sub-
mission process, to reflect on the nature of the submissions made, and amendments were made 
to the scheme, including the introduction of a Pre-Planning Suitability Assessment process, in 
order to allow proposers that have yet to obtain planning permission for their lands, an opportu-
nity to gauge the interest of the relevant Local Authority in any proposals for housing that might 
come forward with planning.  Other amendments included stricter submission quality control 
measures, to improve the quality of the submissions.  

The launch of the Second Call for Proposals, in August 2018, reflected this process review.  
The scheme is the subject of ongoing monitoring by my Department, as is the case with all so-
cial housing delivery programmes. 

21/05/2019WRFF01800Vacant Sites Levy

21/05/2019WRFF01900644. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the estimated additional revenue that would be raised by each extra one percentage point 
on the vacant site levy. [21616/19]

21/05/2019WRFF02000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under the vacant site levy provisions in the Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015, plan-
ning authorities are empowered to apply a vacant site levy of 3% of the market value of relevant 
vacant sites where a site exceeds 0.05 hectares in area, was in the planning authority’s opinion 
vacant or idle in 2018, and is in an area identified by the planning authority in its development 
plan or local area plan for residential or regeneration development. As signalled in Budget 
2018, the rate of the levy has been increased to 7% for sites on a local authority vacant sites 
register from 2019 onwards and in respect of which site owners will become liable to with ef-
fect from January 2020.

My Department does not maintain a central register of vacant sites, as each local authority 
administers the vacant site register in respect of their functional area. As provided for under the 
Act, the register in respect of each local authority is available for inspection at its offices and 
online on its website. However, on foot of a recent review of the on-line vacant site registers 
across all local authority areas, I understand that there are collectively over 380 individual sites 
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currently on the local registers. Over 120 of these sites were entered on the local vacant site 
registers on 1 January 2018 and are therefore subject to the levy in 2019, unless development 
works were activated in the interim. 

The specific information sought by the Deputy in relation to the amount of the levy that 
would be raised in particular circumstances is not available in my Department. However, based 
on the current legislative provisions and a recent review of the sites currently listed on local 
authority registers, it is estimated that the levy proceeds nationally could be of the order of 
€7.6m in 2019 (applying the current 3% levy rate) and €22.7m in 2020 (applying the increased 
7% levy rate). The latter estimate for 2020 is based on the number of sites currently included 
on the local vacant site registers and in respect of which market valuations have been attached 
to the registered sites. It is anticipated that the number of registered sites in respect of which 
market valuations will be obtained will increase in the coming months which should result in 
an increase in the estimated levy proceeds nationally for 2020.

My Department continues to monitor implementation of the levy to ensure that it is being 
effectively applied, in line with its intended purpose of incentivising the development of vacant 
or under-utilised sites in urban areas.

21/05/2019WRFF02100Housing Adaptation Grant Eligibility

21/05/2019WRFF02200645. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the grants or other funding available for a sensory room in newly built houses for children 
with non-verbal autism; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21630/19]

21/05/2019WRFF02300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department provides Exchequer funding to local authorities to support the Housing Adaptation 
Grants for People with a Disability in private houses.  These grants are available to assist in the 
carrying out of works which are reasonably necessary for the purposes of rendering a house 
more suitable for the accommodation of a person with a disability who has an enduring physi-
cal, sensory, mental health or intellectual impairment. 

The detailed administration of the grants, including the assessment, approval and payment 
of individual grants to applicants, is the responsibility of the relevant local authority. The types 
of works allowable under the scheme include the provision or adaptation of rooms, for exam-
ple downstairs toilet facilities or a sensory space, and the provision of stair-lifts, access ramps, 
accessible showers, adaptations to facilitate wheelchair access or other works which are reason-
ably necessary. 

21/05/2019WRFF02400European Parliament Elections

21/05/2019WRFF02500646. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the restrictions on content applied to the freepost election literature to which each 
European candidate is entitled. [21659/19]

21/05/2019WRFF02600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): The Electoral Acts provide that every notice, bill, poster or simi-
lar document, having reference to an election or distributed for the purpose of furthering a 
particular candidate at an election, is required to bear upon its face the name and address of the 
printer and of the publisher thereof.  The Electoral Acts do not regulate the content of electoral 
material, including election posters, leaflets or other similar material, either during or outside 
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of electoral campaigns.

More generally, section 7 of the Public Order Act 1994 provides that is an offence for any 
person in a public place to distribute or display any writing, sign or visible representation, 
which is threatening, abusive, insulting or obscene with intent to provoke a breach of peace.  In 
this regard it would be a matter for An Garda Síochána to deal with public order offences gener-
ally, including offences under section 7 of the Act, either at their own instigation or on foot of 
allegations made in that regard. 

21/05/2019WRFF02700Planning Issues

21/05/2019WRFF02800647. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if a person (details supplied) may install a windmill for personal use without planning 
with a view to expanding in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21792/19]

21/05/2019WRFF02900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under section 32 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, all development 
requires planning permission unless it is exempted development. 

Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended (the 
2001 Regulations), provides exemptions from the requirement for planning permission for the 
construction, erection or placing within the curtilage of a house, and within the curtilage of an 
industrial building or commercial premises, of a wind turbine, subject to specific conditions and 
limitations applied to the exemption.

Similarly, Part 3 of Schedule 2 of the 2001 Regulations includes provision for a planning 
exemption for the construction, erection or placing of a wind turbine within an agricultural 
holding, also subject to specific conditions and limitations.

It should be noted that under Article 9 of the 2001 Regulations, such exemptions may be 
restricted by the planning authority in particular circumstances. This is particularly the case 
where the development is proposed to be located in a protected area or area of special amenity, 
identified as such in the relevant development plan.

Under section 5 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, a person may ap-
ply to the local authority for a declaration as to whether a particular proposed development is 
exempted development or requires planning permission.

21/05/2019WRFF03000Housing Policy

21/05/2019WRFF03100648. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to tackle the problem of derelict premises and housing in towns, villages and 
rural areas nationally; his further plans to ease the ongoing housing crisis being experienced by 
county councils; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21417/19]

21/05/2019WRFF03200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): The 
Derelict Sites Act 1990 imposes a general duty on every owner and occupier of land to take all 
reasonable steps to ensure that the land does not become, or continue to be, a derelict site. The 
Act also imposes a duty on local authorities to take all reasonable steps, including the exercise 
of appropriate statutory powers, to ensure that any land within their functional area does not be-
come, or continue to be, a derelict site. To this end, local authorities have been given substantial 
powers under the Act in relation to any such sites, including powers to require that owners or 
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occupiers take appropriate measures on derelict sites, to acquire derelict sites by agreement, or 
compulsorily, and to apply a derelict sites levy on the registered owners of derelict sites. 

Under the Act, local authorities are required to maintain a derelict sites register, which 
includes the name and address of each owner and occupier, where these can be ascertained 
by reasonable enquiry, of any land which, in the opinion of the local authority, is a derelict 
site.  Under section 8(5) of the Act, a copy of the derelict sites register for any local authority 
can be inspected at the offices of that authority during office hours. This positions members of 
the public to engage with their local authority in relation to addressing individual derelict sites 
in their local areas.

It is a matter for local authorities to determine the most appropriate use of the legislation 
within their respective functional areas. 

Under the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2018, both the Derelict Sites Levy 
and the Vacant Sites Levy will increase from 3% to 7% of the market valuation of relevant sites 
with effect from January 2020. This change in the rate of the levies is intended to ensure that the 
levies have more meaningful impact and that the powers of local authorities in tackling derelic-
tion and vacancy are strengthened for the purpose of bringing relevant sites into productive use, 
thereby facilitating urban regeneration and development while also combatting land hoarding. 

In addition, the Planning and Development (Amendment) (No.2) Regulations 2018, which 
came into operation on 8 February 2018, provide for an exemption from the requirement to ob-
tain planning permission in respect of the change of use of certain vacant commercial premises, 
including vacant areas above ground floor premises, to residential use. This measure is aimed 
at facilitating the productive re-use of qualifying vacant commercial buildings as homes, while 
also facilitating urban renewal and the bringing on stream of increased housing supply.

In relation to progress on a more general level, Rebuilding Ireland aims to deliver over 
50,000 additional social housing homes through build, acquisition and leasing programmes 
and also aims to support some 87,000 additional households through the Housing Assistance 
Payment Scheme and the Rental Accommodation Scheme, over the 6 year period of the Plan.  

Very significant progress has been made in delivering on Rebuilding Ireland’s targets, with 
over 72,000 households having had their housing need met under the Plan by end 2018. This 
level of delivery has been reflected in the reductions recorded on housing waiting lists, with 
the number of households on waiting lists reducing by 13,941, or over 16%, between 2017 and 
2018 alone.

Rebuilding Ireland has been increasing the capacity of local authorities and Approved 
Housing Bodies to deliver social housing over the past three years and clear results are being 
delivered.  This is evident in the fact that there was an 85% increase in new build social homes 
in 2018 when compared to 2017 and the number of new social housing homes built in 2018 
was eight times greater than the number built in 2015, the year before Rebuilding Ireland was 
initiated.

My Department supports delivery through the development and implementation of policy 
and legislation geared towards enhanced supply and also through the provision of significant 
funding for local authorities. In addition, my Department works closely with each individual 
local authority to support them to deliver their minimum targets, and where possible to ex-
ceed their targets and advance their pipelines for additional delivery in the coming years. The 
quarterly Construction Status Reports which I publish provide an overview of all new build 
social housing completed and being advanced across the 31 local authorities.  The latest report, 
which sets out the position at end 2018, is available on the Rebuilding Ireland website at  http://
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rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-publishes-social-housing-construction-status-re-
port-for-q4-2018/  .

The coming three years will see further increased output of social housing throughout the 
country and I have recently written to each local authority outlining ambitious targets for 2019. 
These targets can be viewed at

 http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/social-housing-targets-2019/  .

In 2019, record funding of €2.4 billion is being provided for the delivery of housing pro-
grammes, which will allow for the housing needs of almost 27,400 additional households to be 
met. 10,000 of these will be provided through build, acquisition and lease programmes.

I am confident that progress remains on track to meet the target to deliver 50,000 new social 
housing homes over the six years 2016-2021.

21/05/2019WRFF03300Social and Affordable Housing Eligibility

21/05/2019WRFF03400649. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the status of the review of income limits for social housing; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21504/19]

21/05/2019WRFF03500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant local authority, in accor-
dance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscella-
neous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, 
as amended. 

The 2011 Regulations prescribe maximum net income limits for each local authority, in dif-
ferent bands according to the area concerned, with income being defined and assessed accord-
ing to a standard Household Means Policy.

Under the Household Means Policy, which applies in all local authorities, net income for so-
cial housing assessment is defined as gross household income less income tax, and the universal 
social charge.  The Policy provides for a range of income disregards, and local authorities also 
have discretion to decide to disregard income that is temporary, short-term or once off in nature.

The income bands and the authority area assigned to each band were based on an assessment 
of the income needed to provide for a household’s basic needs, plus a comparative analysis of 
the local rental cost of housing accommodation across the country. It is important to note that 
the limits introduced at that time also reflected a blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to 
the new system coming into operation, in order to broaden the base from which social hous-
ing tenants are drawn, both promoting sustainable communities and also providing a degree of 
future-proofing.

Given the cost to the State of providing social housing, it is considered prudent and fair to 
direct resources to those most in need of social housing support.  The current income eligibil-
ity requirements generally achieve this, providing for a fair and equitable system of identifying 
those households facing the greatest challenge in meeting their accommodation needs from 
their own resources. 

However, as part of the broader social housing reform agenda, a review of income eligibility 
for social housing supports in each local authority area is underway.  The review will also have 
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regard to current initiatives being brought forward in terms of affordability and cost rental and 
will be completed when the impacts of these parallel initiatives have been considered.

21/05/2019WRFF03600Housing Issues

21/05/2019WRFF03700650. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the status of proposals for a housing passport; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21526/19]

21/05/2019WRFF03800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
It is already possible for households to move and relocate between housing authority areas, 
including relocating from an urban to a rural location, under the Housing Assistance Payment 
(HAP) Scheme.

Under the Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, a household may apply to one 
housing authority only for social housing support, at a time. Currently it is not possible for a 
household on the waiting list of one housing authority to transfer its application to another au-
thority and to carry the time spent on the previous list (special arrangements that apply where 
there is more than one housing authority in a county, as is the case in Dublin, Cork and Galway).

A commitment has been given to examine the possibility of introducing a “housing pass-
port”. The basic premise is that households in receipt of, or qualified for, social housing sup-
port in one local authority area could potentially transfer to, or be allocated, social housing in 
another local authority area. I am currently finalising proposals in relation to this matter. It is 
my intention to bring forward any proposed changes needed to implement the passport proposal 
to Government as part of a comprehensive social housing reform package of measures in the 
near future.

21/05/2019WRFF03900Local Authority Housing Funding

21/05/2019WRFF04000651. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his plans to increase the threshold for discretionary spending on housing by local 
authorities above levels set in budget 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21527/19]

21/05/2019WRFF04100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
At an overall level, the budgetary provision for the delivery of housing in 2019 is €2.4 billion, 
the largest investment ever in a single year.  This funding will see the housing needs of 27,360 
households being met this year. Local authorities derive their income from a variety of sources 
including commercial rates, charges for goods and services, Local Property Tax (LPT) as well 
as funding from Government Departments and other bodies.  Elected members have direct 
responsibility in law for all reserved functions of the authority, which includes adopting the 
annual budget. Accordingly, it is a matter for each local authority to determine its own spend-
ing priorities in the context of the annual budgetary processes, having regard to both locally 
identified needs and the resources available. Local authorities may decide to augment central 
Government funding for the provision of housing from within their own resources, in line with 
the authority’s agreed budget.

21/05/2019WRFF04200Land Development Agency
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21/05/2019WRFF04300652. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the protocols put in place between local authorities and the Land Development Agency 
in respect of the co-ordination of land purchases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21528/19]

21/05/2019WRFF04400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Land Development Agency (LDA) is focused on managing State-owned land to develop 
new homes, and regenerate under-utilised sites. In the longer-term the LDA will assemble stra-
tegic land banks from a mix of public and private lands, making these available for housing in 
a controlled manner, bringing essential long-term stability to the Irish housing market with the 
objective of facilitating the delivery of 150,000 new homes over the next 20 years. 

The LDA’s mandate in the initial period is focussed on accessing existing State land rather 
than land acquisitions. Accordingly, the need for a formal protocol for engagement with local 
authorities in relation to land acquisition does not arise at this point.

There is, of course, ongoing engagement between the LDA and local authorities on a range 
of issues of mutual interest. As the LDA develops further in the coming months, the need for a 
formal land acquisition coordination procedure to be put in place between the LDA and local 
authorities, to support the existing informal discussions already taking place, will be kept under 
review.

Question No. 653 answered with Question No. 643.

21/05/2019WRFF04600Mayoral Election

21/05/2019WRFF04700654. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if the funding of the difference in cost between the current annual cost of the Lord 
Mayor of Cork including salary, office, assistant staff, driver and pensions and the annual cost 
under the proposal for a directly elected Lord Mayor of Cork will be paid for from the Local 
Government Reform Fund following commitments made by the Minister of State for Local 
Government and Electoral Reform; if the same commitment applies to proposals for directly 
elected mayors of Limerick and Waterford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21542/19]

21/05/2019WRFF04800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): In accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 
2019, plebiscites are taking place on 24 May 2019 in respect of Cork City Council, Limer-
ick City and County Council and Waterford City and County Council, on the Government’s 
proposal for directly elected mayors with executive functions. The Government’s proposal is 
outlined in its policy paper, ‘Directly elected mayors with executive functions: detailed policy 
proposals’, published on 2 April 2019. 

The Policy Paper provides that the cost of the establishment of an office of directly elected 
mayor with executive functions in a local authority would be met from local authority resourc-
es. The passing of the annual budget is a reserved function of the elected council and under the 
Government’s proposal, it would be a matter for the elected Council of each local authority to 
adopt the annual budget including the costs of the directly elected mayor’s office. 

Each year an element of the Local Government Fund is generally utilised for important 
local government reform initiatives. I have committed that this funding would be available to 
contribute toward the establishment of the office of a directly elected mayor in one or all of the 
local authority areas concerned if the plebiscites pass.
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If there is a majority vote, in any of the plebiscites, in favour of the Government’s proposal, 
in accordance with the 2019 Act, the Minister is obliged to prepare and submit, within 2 years 
of the vote, to each House of the Oireachtas, a report with legislative proposals providing for a 
directly elected mayor with executive functions for that local authority.  

21/05/2019WRFF04900Departmental Expenditure

21/05/2019WRFF05000655. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount spent in fees to companies (details supplied) by his Department in each of 
the years 2011 to 2018. [21583/19]

21/05/2019WRFF05100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The information requested is set out in the following table:

2011
€

2012
€

2013
€

2014
€

2015
€

2016
€

2017
€

2018
€

PwC 179,584 Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil 
KPMG Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil 49,721
Ernst & 
Young 

Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil 119,556

*De-
loitte 

Nil Nil 39,299 66,036 28,939 Nil Nil Nil 

* Deloitte & Touche  

21/05/2019WRFF05200Rental Sector

21/05/2019WRFF05300656. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his plans for regulations under section 38 of the Residential Tenancies (Amend-
ment) (No. 2) Bill 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21590/19]

21/05/2019WRFF05400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
In late 2018, I announced plans to regulate short term lettings. As the proposals are primarily 
aimed at addressing the impact on the private rental market by the use of residential homes for 
short term tourism type letting, in areas of high housing demand, it is intended that the new 
provisions will only apply in areas designated as rent pressure zones under the Residential Ten-
ancies Act 2004.

Under the proposed new arrangements, homesharing will continue to be permissible for a 
person’s primary residence on an unrestricted basis. In addition, an annual cap of 90 days will 
apply for the renting out on a short-term basis of a person’s entire home where it is their pri-
mary residence, with such short-term lets being restricted to periods of 14 days or less at a time. 
Where the 90 day threshold is exceeded, change of use planning permission will be required.

Furthermore, where a person owns a property that is not their principal private residence and 
intends to let it for short-term letting purposes, they will also be required to apply for a change 
of use planning permission unless the property already has a specific planning permission to be 
used for tourism or short-term letting purposes. It will be up to each local planning authority 
to consider such applications, having regard to guidance that will issue from my Department, 
taking account of housing demand pressures in the area concerned and other relevant factors 
such as cumulative impacts.
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It is intended that the proposed planning reforms will come into effect on 1 July 2019 and 
the  primary legislative provisions required to underpin the proposals are currently progressing 
through the Houses of the Oireachtas through the Residential Tenancies (Amendment) (No. 2) 
Bill 2018.   In this regard, section 38 of the Bill proposes to insert a new section 3A into the 
Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended (the 2000 Act), to provide that the short-term 
letting of a house in a rent pressure zone is a material change of use of the house, thereby requir-
ing planning permission, unless otherwise specifically exempted from this requirement.   It sets 
out the necessary definitions for both short-term letting and rent pressures zones. In addition, 
it provides me, as Minister, with specific regulation making powers that will enable planning 
authorities to require persons involved in short-term letting in rent pressure zones to provide 
specified information to their local planning authority.

The primary regulations to underpin these proposals will be regulations to be made under 
section 4 of the 2000 Act providing for the necessary exempted development provisions, as out-
lined, which will shortly be laid in draft form before the Houses of the Oireachtas and require 
a positive resolution from both Houses before they can be made.   As indicated, supplementary 
regulations to be made under the proposed new section 3A of the 2000 Act will require such 
persons as are specified to provide specified information to the relevant planning authority for 
monitoring and enforcement purposes.

21/05/2019WRFF05500Home Loan Scheme

21/05/2019WRFF05600657. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the borrowing amount authorised for each local authority for the second tranche of the 
Rebuilding Ireland home loan in tabular form. [21613/19]

21/05/2019WRFF05700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan launched on 1 February 2018. Prior to its launch, an initial 
tranche of €200 million of long-term fixed-rate finance was borrowed by the Housing Finance 
Agency to provide funds for the scheme to local authorities.

When the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan was initially being developed, it was estimated 
that the drawdown of loans under the scheme would be approximately €200 million over three 
years. From the data collated on the scheme to date, the RIHL has proven to be more successful 
than initially anticipated, as a result of which, the scheme would require a further tranche of 
funds to be borrowed by the HFA in order to enable its continuation.

My Department is currently in discussions with the Departments of Public Expenditure 
and Reform and Finance with regard to the amount of a second tranche, which I anticipate will 
be finalised soon. When these discussions are concluded I will be in a position to make an an-
nouncement on the matter. However, the scheme remains open and all local authorities have 
been advised to continue to receive and process applications up to and including the issuing of 
loans. An announcement on the amount of additional funding to be provided is not inhibiting 
the running of the scheme in any way.

21/05/2019WRGG00200Homeless Persons Data

21/05/2019WRGG00300658. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the exits and preventions of the 5,100 households (details supplied) that exited emergency 
accommodation into HAP properties in 2018. [21619/19]
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21/05/2019WRGG00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The administration of homeless services is organised on a regional basis and as part of the fund-
ing arrangements in place, each region provides my Department with a quarterly performance 
report which includes details of the number of individuals exiting homelessness into an inde-
pendent tenancy in that quarter. 

The reports show that during 2018, 5,135 adults exited homelessness into an independent 
tenancy. The figure represents 4,225 households who exited into independent tenancies as fol-
lows: 642 local authority tenancies, 551 tenancies with an approved housing body, and 3,032 
tenancies in the private rental sector. 

The reports do not currently distinguish between households/individuals exiting emergency 
accommodation and those who have been assessed by housing authorities as homeless but were 
prevented from entering emergency accommodation.  My Department is introducing amend-
ments to the quarterly reports to capture additional details on exits to tenancies from emergency 
accommodation.

21/05/2019WRGG00500Traveller Accommodation

21/05/2019WRGG00600659. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the average cost of providing a Traveller specific accommodation unit funded via the local 
authority Traveller accommodation programme in 2018. [21625/19]

21/05/2019WRGG00700660. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of Traveller accommodation units delivered in 2017 and 2018; and the aver-
age cost of these units. [21626/19]

21/05/2019WRGG00800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 659 and 660 together.

In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, housing authori-
ties have statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommodation needs of Travellers 
and the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual Traveller Accommodation 
Programmes (TAPs) in their areas.  My Department’s role is to ensure that there are adequate 
structures and supports in place to assist the authorities in providing such accommodation, in-
cluding a national framework of policy, legislation and funding. 

Traveller-specific projects and developments are focused on group housing schemes and 
halting sites.  This includes meeting Traveller-specific housing needs through a range of mecha-
nisms, including the provision of mobiles and caravans; the provision and refurbishment of 
halting sites and bays with sites; the refurbishment and extension of existing group housing; the 
return to use of void group housing; and the provision of new group housing. 

In 2017, €4.8m was recouped to local authorities in respect of 200 units of Traveller accom-
modation.  In 2018, my Department recouped €6.3m in respect of 107 units of Traveller  ac-
commodation.

21/05/2019WRGG01000Housing Data

21/05/2019WRGG01100661. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the average cost of delivering a social housing unit through the buy and renew scheme in 
2018. [21627/19]
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21/05/2019WRGG01200669. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of homes brought into use in the first quarter of 2019 via the buy and renew 
scheme. [21922/19]

21/05/2019WRGG01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 661 and 669 together.

The average all-in cost to deliver a social housing unit through the Buy & Renew Scheme 
is currently circa. €193,000.

The social housing statistical returns for quarter 1 of 2019 are currently being compiled and 
will be available shortly.

21/05/2019WRGG01400Local Authority Funding

21/05/2019WRGG01500662. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount allocated to each local authority for rental property inspections in 2018 and 
2019; and the projected increase in funding for this purpose for 2020, 2021 and 2022. [21628/19]

21/05/2019WRGG01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Between 2005 and 2017, over €36 million has been paid to local authorities to assist them in 
the performance of their functions under the Housing Acts, including the inspection of rented 
accommodation. Over 229,000 inspections were carried out during this period.

The Rental Strategy recognises the need for additional resources to be provided to local 
authorities to aid increased inspections of properties and ensure greater compliance with the 
Regulations. Provision has been made for €4.5 million of Exchequer funding to be made avail-
able to local authorities in 2019 for this purpose, with the intention of providing further increas-
es each year in the period to 2021 to facilitate a targeted inspection coverage of 25% of rental 
properties annually at that stage. 

Detailed information in relation to inspections carried out by each Local Authority since 
2005 can be found on my Department’s website at the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/house-building-and-private-rented/private-
housing-market-statistics. 

Information in relation to  2018 is currently being collated by my Department and will be 
available on my Department’s website shortly.

21/05/2019WRGG01700Housing Adaptation Grant Data

21/05/2019WRGG01800663. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount of funding allocated and drawn down for housing adaptation grants in each lo-
cal authority in 2018 and to date in 2019; and the projected increase in funding for this purpose 
for 2020, 2021 and 2022. [21629/19]

21/05/2019WRGG01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Information on the allocations to each local authority under the Housing Adaptation Grants 
for Older People and People with a Disability in private houses, for 2018 and 2019 is publicly 
available on my Department’s website, at the following links - 
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For 2018: https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/special-housing-needs/minister-english-an-
nounces-eu6625-million-funding-improve-homes-older.

For 2019: https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/special-housing-needs/older-people/minis-
ter-english-announces-eu7125-million-funding-improve.

Information on the grants paid in 2018 by the local authorities is also set out on my Depart-
ment’s website, at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/social-and-
affordble/other-local-authority-housing-scheme-statistics. 

The following table contains details of the 2019 exchequer funding drawn down in respect 
of these Grants, up to the end of April this year. These amounts do not necessarily represent 
what each local authority has spent, as funding may have been spent but not yet claimed from 
my Department.  Also, the amounts shown for exchequer draw down, are topped up by each 
local authority’s own 20% contribution.

Local Authority Exchequer draw down up to 30 April 2019
Carlow €176,966
Cavan €0
Clare €134,746
Cork County €683,544
Cork City €175,000
Donegal €314,034
Dublin City €2,127,787
Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown €258,375
Fingal €398,532
Galway County €182,332
Galway City €233,536
Kerry €424,090
Kildare €19,228
Kilkenny €104,554
Laois €0
Leitrim €35,133
Limerick €348,108
Longford €60,413
Louth €0
Mayo €394,668
Meath €436,202
Monaghan €497,569
Offaly €0
Roscommon €191,053
Sligo €283,586
South Dublin €579,627
Tipperary €539,004
Waterford €342,057
Westmeath €92,458
Wexford €637,136
Wicklow €0
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I am conscious of the benefit accruing from the schemes, particularly in terms of facili-
tating older people and people with a disability, to remain living independently in their own 
homes.  This is recognised in the Programme for Government and as a consequence, funding 
has been increasing year on year since 2014.  As part of the annual budgetary process, consid-
eration will be given in future years to increasing further the funding for these Grants in line 
with both Rebuilding Ireland and the Government’s Policy Statement on Housing Options for 
Our Ageing Population, which is also available on my Department’s website at the following 
link: https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/housingoptionsforanage-
ingpopulationeng_web.pdf. 

Over the course of each year, my Department works closely with all local authorities, 
to monitor spend and to achieve a full drawdown of the available funding. As the year progress-
es, any underspend is redistributed to those local authorities with high levels of grant activity 
who sought additional funding.

21/05/2019WRGG02000Housing for People with Disabilities Provision

21/05/2019WRGG02100664. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of social housing units allocated to persons with disabilities in 2017 and 2018; 
and the detail of the allocation in terms of the number of persons with disabilities here propor-
tionally. [21658/19]

21/05/2019WRGG02200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Local authorities are responsible in law for the provision of social housing in their areas, and, 
as such, decide on the number and specific types of dwellings to provide in their developments, 
based on identified need.  In that context, my Department does not compile statistics in relation 
to allocations to people with disabilities. 

One of the key initiatives under the National Housing Strategy for People with a Disabil-
ity (NHSPWD), which has been extended to 2020, was the establishment of Housing and Dis-
ability Steering Groups (HDSGs) in all housing authority areas, to achieve a coordinated and 
integrated approach to meeting the housing needs of people with a disability at local level.  
These are chaired by Directors of Housing in each authority and include HSE and disability 
representative organisations.  

Each HDSG has prepared a local Strategic Plan for its own City/County area, to develop 
specific local strategies to meet identified and emerging need over the next five years. These 
Plans, the majority of which are now available on the relevant local authority websites, along 
with the annual Summary of Social Housing Assessments (SSHA), will allow local authorities 
to plan more strategically for the housing needs of people with a disability and will support the 
delivery of accommodation using all appropriate housing supply mechanisms.

21/05/2019WRGG02300Local Authority Housing Data

21/05/2019WRGG02400665. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the funding provided to local authorities for the purposes of energy efficiency retrofitting 
of social housing stock in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019. [21846/19]

21/05/2019WRGG02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Energy Efficiency/Retrofitting Programme was launched in 2013 to improve the insulation 
standards and overall energy performance of local authority social housing stock. The pro-
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gramme is being implemented in two phases: Phase 1 provides funding targeted at the less in-
trusive cavity wall/attic insulation, while Phase 2 focuses on the fabric upgrade works to dwell-
ings with solid/hollow block wall construction and includes the provision of heating upgrades.  
Consequently, the amounts allocated annually to local authorities reflect the implementation of 
the programme across the different phases.

Since the programme commenced, over 68,000 social homes have been retrofitted, with a 
total exchequer spend of some €128 million.  There is a budget of €25m for the Energy Efficien-
cy Programme for 2019 and allocations for this year will be issuing to local authorities shortly. 

The following is a breakdown, by local authority, of the funding drawn down under the 
Programme between 2016 and 2018: 

 2016 Funding 
Drawndown 
€ 

2017 Funding 
Drawndown 
€ 

2018 Funding 
Drawndown 
€ 

Carlow 48,750 169,812 236,883
Cavan 327,346 79,337 22,197
Clare 260,960 65,522 328,632
Cork City 4,593,455 1,761,898 2,826,636
Cork   County 2,913,930 384,102 2,493,573
Donegal 797,268 754,856 0
Dublin City 670,496 1,990,878 1,825,182
Dun Laoghaire / 
Rathdown

182,956 0 0

Fingal 983,250 0 1,347,167
Galway City 2,344,707 44,936 0
Galway County 774,437 0 0
Kerry 146,213 311,106 187,165
Kildare 1,224,403 393,189 398,384
Kilkenny 147,093 312,184 289,975
Laois 77,999 0 121,840
Leitrim 173,231 0 0
Limerick City 0 0 748,800
Longford 0 0 0
Louth 954,333 65,764 484,910
Mayo 330,567 117,105 477,236
Meath 874,625 113,920 385,242
Monaghan 0 155,359 0
Offaly 301,861 0 0
Roscommon 29,576 444,813 0
Sligo 243,399 0 0
South Dublin 748,330 761,731 0
Tipperary   North 326,827 282,233 424,998
Waterford City 0 0 236,250
Westmeath 863,517 434,441 54,801
Wexford 206,428 22,082 52,762
Wicklow 1,986,878 0 0
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 2016 Funding 
Drawndown 
€ 

2017 Funding 
Drawndown 
€ 

2018 Funding 
Drawndown 
€ 

TOTAL 22,532,835 8,665,268 12,942,633

21/05/2019WRGG02600Planning Issues

21/05/2019WRGG02700666. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of the review of planning exemptions for solar panels; and when he expects the 
review to be published. [21847/19]

21/05/2019WRGG02800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, all development, unless specifi-
cally exempted under the Act or associated Regulations, requires planning permission.  Section 
4 of the Act and Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended, 
set out various exemptions from the requirement to obtain planning permission.  Any such ex-
emptions are subject to compliance with any general restrictions on exemptions set out in the 
Act or the Regulations and to the specific conditions set out in each class of exempted develop-
ment in Schedule 2 of the Regulations.

With regard to exemptions for solar panels, Class 2 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Regula-
tions provides an exemption for “the installation or erection of a solar panel on, or within the 
curtilage of a house or any buildings within the curtilage of a house”, subject to certain siting 
and size conditions.

Class 56 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Regulations provides an exemption for “the instal-
lation or erection on or within the curtilage of an industrial building, or any ancillary buildings 
within the curtilage of an industrial building, of solar panels (thermal collector or photo- vol-
taic)”, subject to specific conditions.  Additional exemptions also exist under Class 56 for busi-
ness premises and light industrial buildings.

Furthermore, Class 18 of Part 3 of Schedule 2 of the Regulations provides an exemption for 
“the installation or erection on an agricultural structure, or within the curtilage of an agricul-
tural holding, of solar panels (thermal collector or photo-voltaic)”, again subject to a number 
of conditions. 

Exemptions from the requirement to obtain planning permission in respect of specific forms 
of development are provided for when they are considered to be consistent with proper planning 
and sustainable development.

My Department is currently undertaking a review of the solar panel exemptions, in consul-
tation with the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment and other key 
stakeholders, with a view to bringing forward amending Regulations, as may be required - for 
example to reflect technical developments in the sector - in the latter part of 2019.  As required 
under the Planning code, any such proposed exempted development regulations must be laid 
in draft form before the Oireacthas and receive a positive resolution from both Houses before 
they can be made.

21/05/2019WRGG02900Home Loan Scheme

21/05/2019WRGG03000667. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
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ment the number of Rebuilding Ireland home loans drawn down in each local authority area at 
the end of the first quarter of 2019, in tabular form. [21920/19]

21/05/2019WRGG03100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): As 
with the previous local authority home loan offerings, loan applications under the Rebuilding 
Ireland Home Loan are made directly to the local authority in whose area the property proposed 
for purchase is situated. My Department does not directly collect information on the number of 
enquiries to local authorities regarding the loan or the number of loan applications received by 
local authorities.

However, as is currently the case, my Department will continue to publish information on 
the overall number and value of (i) local authority loan approvals and (ii) local authority loan 
drawdowns.  Information up to Q4 2018 is available on the Department’s website at the follow-
ing link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/house-prices-loans-and-profile-borrow-
ers/local-authority-loan-activity, and this information will be updated on a quarterly basis as 
additional data is compiled.

21/05/2019WRGG03200Repair and Leasing Scheme

21/05/2019WRGG03300668. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of homes brought into use in the first quarter of 2019 via the repair and lease 
scheme. [21921/19]

21/05/2019WRGG03400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
At the end of 2018, a total of 1,260 applications had been received from property owners un-
der the Repair and Lease Scheme (RLS); 89 homes had been brought back into use and were 
tenanted; and 132 agreements for lease had been signed. A detailed breakdown of RLS data by 
local authority up to end Q4 2018 is available on my Department’s website at the following 
link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-
housing-provision

RLS data for Q1 2019 are currently being collated and will be published on my Depart-
ment’s website shortly.

Question No. 669 answered with Question No. 661.

21/05/2019WRGG03600Housing Agency Data

21/05/2019WRGG03700670. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of homes acquired via the Housing Agency in the first quarter of 2019; and the 
average cost of each unit. [21923/19]

21/05/2019WRGG03800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Data in relation to all social housing activity in Q1 2019 is currently being collated and will be 
published on my Department’s website shortly. 

21/05/2019WRGG03900Traveller Accommodation

21/05/2019WRGG04000671. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the Traveller accommodation allocations for each local authority for 2019; and the draw-
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down for the first quarter of 2019 for each local authority in tabular form. [21924/19]

21/05/2019WRGG04100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 
1998, housing authorities have statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommo-
dation needs of Travellers and the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual 
Traveller Accommodation Programmes (TAPs) in their areas.  My Department’s role is to en-
sure that there are adequate structures and supports in place to assist the authorities in providing 
such accommodation, including a national framework of policy, legislation and funding. 

Housing authorities submit funding proposals for individual Traveller-specific projects and 
developments on an annual basis.  These projects are assessed on a case-by-case basis in my 
Department in advance of allocations being made.  In addition, further funding may be con-
sidered by my Department throughout the year in the light of progress across the programme 
generally.  There is regular contact between my Department and housing authorities in order 
to try to ensure maximum progress and drawdown.  If it becomes clear that allocations or part 
thereof may be unspent, then those allocations will be diverted to alternative projects and de-
velopments. 

The amounts of funding allocated in 2019, and drawn down by housing authorities in Q1 
2019, for Traveller-specific accommodation are set out in the following table.

LOCAL AUTHORITY ALLOCATION 2019
 €

Drawdown Q1 2019 
€

CARLOW 70,000 -
CAVAN 95,000 -
CLARE 635,000 326,000
CORK CITY   276,000 -
CORK   COUNTY 258,000 -
DONEGAL 162,000 -
DUBLIN   CITY 1,629,000 -
DUN   LAOGHAIRE-R.
DOWN

- -

FINGAL - -
SOUTH   DUBLIN 131,000 -
GALWAY   CITY - -
GALWAY   COUNTY 1,413,000 72,000
KERRY 77,200 -
KILDARE 1,000,000 -
KILKENNY 22,000 140,000
LAOIS - -
LEITRIM 178,000 -
LIMERICK   CITY & 
COUNTY

1,015,000 169,000

LONGFORD 3,000 -
LOUTH 133,000 -
MAYO - -
MEATH 75,000 -
MONAGHAN 100,000 -
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LOCAL AUTHORITY ALLOCATION 2019
 €

Drawdown Q1 2019 
€

OFFALY 815,000 139,000
ROSCOMMON 253,000 -
SLIGO 1,436,000 96,000
TIPPERARY 26,000 -
WATERFORD CITY & 
COUNTY

170,000 54,000

WESTMEATH 100,000 -
WEXFORD 335,000 -
WICKLOW 105,000 -
   
TOTAL 10,511,000 997,000
RESERVE* 2,489,000 -
BUDGET 13,000,000 -
* Reserve for emergency replacement mobiles, caravan loan grants and first time buyers 

grant and new projects that arise throughout the year.

21/05/2019WRGG04200Homeless Persons Data

21/05/2019WRGG04300672. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of persons in sections 10 and 32 funded services; the number of adults and 
children in each; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21936/19]

21/05/2019WRGG04400682. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of households in emergency accommodation in each local authority; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [22118/19]

21/05/2019WRGG04500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 672 and 682 together.

My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national frame-
work of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in addressing 
homelessness at local level.  Under Exchequer funding arrangements in place my Department 
does not fund any homeless services directly but provides funding to housing authorities to-
wards the operational costs of homeless accommodation and related services under Section 10 
of the Housing Act, 1988.  Under these funding arrangements housing authorities provide at 
least 10% of the cost of services from their own resources.  Furthermore, housing authorities 
may incur additional expenditure on homeless related services outside of these funding arrange-
ments, including the provision of services under the Health Acts.

My Department publishes a monthly report on homelessness. The monthly report is based 
on data provided by housing authorities and produced through the Pathway Accommodation 
& Support System (PASS).  The report sets out details of the number of adults and associated 
dependents utilising emergency accommodation arrangements overseen by housing authorities.  

The most recent report is for March 2019 and showed that there were 10,305 persons in 
emergency accommodation in that month, comprising 6,484 adults, 1,733 families incorporat-
ing 2,445 adults (a subset of the overall 6,484 adults) and 3,821 associated dependants. The 
monthly report does not provide details on household composition.
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The March 2019 monthly report is available on my Department’s website at the following 
link: https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/homelessness/homeless-report-march-2019

The Health Service Executive may provide funding to organisations delivering health ser-
vices, including organisations involved in the delivery of homeless services, under section 39 
of the Health Act 2004. The provision of funding under the Health Act 2004 is a matter for my 
colleague, the Minister for Health.

21/05/2019WRGG04600Seaweed Harvesting Licences

21/05/2019WRGG04700673. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if he will provide a copy of the notice that was placed in a national newspaper regard-
ing a licence that was issued to a company (details supplied) to harvest seaweed; if this licence 
included a permission to mechanically harvest; the area size that is licensed for harvesting by 
the company; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21965/19]

21/05/2019WRGG04800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): My Department has published extensive information and docu-
mentation pertaining to the application concerned, including the information sought.  This in-
formation is available for viewing on the Department’s website at the following link: https://
www.housing.gov.ie/planning/foreshore/applications/bioatlantis-ltd

21/05/2019WRGG04900Seaweed Harvesting Licences

21/05/2019WRGG05000674. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if an environmental impact assessment must be undertaken as part of the application 
for licence and-or prior to commencement of harvesting upon licence being granted in the 
context of large scale mechanical harvesting of seaweed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21977/19]

21/05/2019WRGG05100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive 2014/52/
EU applies to a wide range of projects – the annexes to this Directive specify what types of 
projects are mandatory vs. discretionary, in terms of the requirement to conduct an EIA.  In the 
area of seaweed harvesting projects, it is not a mandatory requirement to conduct an EIA.

The decision as to whether an EIA is required is made through the “screening proce-
dure”.  The procedural process, with information on the screening procedure and EIA, is avail-
able on my Department’s website at https://www.housing.gov.ie/planning/foreshore/applying-
consent/consent-process-explained.

21/05/2019WRGG05200Election Management System

21/05/2019WRGG05300675. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the remuneration that returning officers receive for carrying out their duties in respect of the 
2019 local elections; the names of the appointed returning officers in each local authority for 
the 2019 local and European elections in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21985/19]

21/05/2019WRGG05400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
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(Deputy John Paul Phelan): Information relating to the remuneration received by returning 
officers for carrying out their duties in respect of the 2019 local elections is not available in my 
Department.  The Local Elections Regulations 1995 makes provision in Part II for the appoint-
ment, duties and expenses of returning officers for local elections.  Article 8 of those Regula-
tions provides that the expenses of the returning officer shall be met by the local authority.

My Department has compiled in tabular format attached, the names of the local returning 
officers appointed under article 4 of the Local Elections Regulations 1995 in respect of the lo-
cal elections 2019; the names of the returning officers for each European Parliament constitu-
ency, appointed under section 16 of the European Parliament Elections Act 1997 in respect of 
the European Parliament elections 2019; and the names of the local returning officers for each 
county, city and city and county situate in a European Parliament constituency, appointed under 
section 17 of the European Parliament Elections Act 1997 in respect of the European Parlia-
ment elections 2019.

Constituency Returning Officers for European Parliament Elections 2019 

Constituency Constituency Returning Officer
Dublin Fergus Gallagher
Midlands-North-West Fintan J Murphy
South Martin Harvey

European Local Returning Officers

Constituency European Local Returning Officer – May 
2019

CarlowKilkennyWexford Marie Garahy,
Courthouse,
Carlow.

CavanLeitrimMonaghan Joseph Smith,
Circuit Court Office,
Courthouse,
Cavan.

ClareLimerick City and County Patrick Wallace,
The Courthouse,
Ennis,
Co. Clare.

Cork County Sinead McNamara,
3rd Floor,
6 Lapps Quay,
Cork.

Cork City Martin A Harvey,
33 Washington Street,
Cork.

Donegal Sligo Geraldine O’Connor,
Circuit Court Office,
Courthouse,
Letterkenny,
Co. Donegal.
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Constituency European Local Returning Officer – May 
2019

Dublin City Joseph Burke,
13 Fownes Street,
Dublin 2. 

Dún Laoghaire- RathdownFingalSouth 
Dublin

Fergus Gallagher,
Unit 17, 
Tolka Valley Business Park,
Ballyboggan Road, 
Finglas, 
Dublin 11.

Galway CountyGalway City Marian Chambers Higgins,
Circuit Court Office,
Courthouse,
Galway.

Kerry Padraig Burke,
Circuit Court Office,
The Courts Service,
Floor 2, 
Centre Point,
John Joe Sheehy Road,
Tralee,
Co. Kerry.

Kildare Eithne Coughlan,
Circuit Court Office,
Courthouse,
Naas,
Co. Kildare.

LaoisOffaly Paul Fetherstonhaugh,
Courthouse,
Portlaoise,
Co. Laois.

LongfordWestmeath Brídín Concannon,
Election Office,
The Courthouse,
Mount Street,
Mullingar,
Co. Westmeath.

LouthMeath Mairead Ahern,
Court House,
Market Square,
Dundalk,
Co. Louth.

MayoRoscommon Fintan J Murphy,
Courthouse,
Castlebar,
Co. Mayo.
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Constituency European Local Returning Officer – May 
2019

Tipperary James Seymour,
Courthouse,
Clonmel,
Co. Tipperary.

Wicklow Mary Delahanty,
Unit 28,
Southern Cross Business Park,
Boghall Road,Bray,
Wicklow.

Waterford City and County Niall Rooney,
Circuit Court Office,
Courthouse,
Catherine Street,
Co. Waterford.

Returning Officers for 2019 Local Elections

Local Authority Returning Officer
Carlow County Council Eamon Brophy
Cavan County Council Eoin Doyle
Clare County Council Pat Dowling
Cork City Council Paul Moynihan
Cork County Council Maurice Manning
Donegal County Council Brian Boyle
Dublin City Council Ms. Deirdre Ni Raghallaigh
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council Ms. Mary T. Daly
Fingal County Council John Quinlivan
Galway City Council Gary McMahon
Galway County Council Alan Farrell
Kerry County Council Martin O’Donoghue
Kildare County Council Tadhg McDonnell
Kilkenny County Council Anne Maria Walsh
Laois County Council Donal Brennan
Leitrim County Council Mary Quinn
Limerick City & County Council Conn Murray
Longford County Council Nora O’Farrell
Louth County Council Joe McGuinness
Mayo County Council John Condon
Meath County Council Des Foley
Monaghan County Council Carmel Thornton
Offaly County Council Ann Dillon
Roscommon County Council Shane Tiernan
Sligo County Council John Moran
South Dublin County Council Lorna Maxwell
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Local Authority Returning Officer
Tipperary County Council Ger Walsh
Waterford City & County Council Kieran Kehoe
Westmeath County Council Ciaron Martin
Wexford County Council Pat Collins
Wicklow County Council Thomas Murphy

21/05/2019WRGG05500Commemorative Medals

21/05/2019WRGG05600676. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment further to Parliamentary Question No. 542 of 9 October 2018, the status of the awarding 
of medals to staff of the Dublin Fire Brigade and national ambulance service; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22006/19]

21/05/2019WRGG05700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The issuing of 1916-2016 Commemorative medals to the Defence 
Forces was a commitment in ‘A Programme for Partnership Government’. Seperately, my De-
partment is commissioning medals in recognition of the role played by staff working in the Fire 
Services in relation to the 1916 commemorations.  It is envisaged that all Fire Services staff 
serving in 2016 will be eligible to receive the medal. Following the necessary procurement, my 
Department will be in touch with Fire Authorities shortly with regard to the distribution of the 
medals. 

Responsibility for the provision of emergency medical services, including pre-hospital 
emergency care, rests with the Health Service Executive (HSE) which operates the National 
Ambulance Service (NAS) and any decision to present medals to National Ambulance Staff 
would be a matter for my colleague the Minster for Health.

21/05/2019WRHH00200Pyrite Remediation Programme

21/05/2019WRHH00300677. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if his attention has been drawn to remediation packages and compensation available for 
homeowners that recently purchased properties that have been affected by pyrite and that have 
been refused access to the remediation scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[22008/19]

21/05/2019WRHH00400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The Pyrite Resolution Act 2013 provides the statutory framework 
for the establishment of the Pyrite Resolution Board, and for the making of a pyrite remediation 
scheme to be implemented by the Board, with support from the Housing Agency. The pyrite 
remediation scheme is a scheme of “last resort” and is limited in its application and scope.  The 
full conditions for eligibility under the scheme are set out in the scheme which is available on 
the Board’s website, www.pyriteboard.ie.

The Act also sets out the broad parameters which the Board must have regard to when es-
tablishing the eligibility criteria for the pyrite remediation scheme. 

The restriction in Section 15(3) of the Act preventing applications being made under the 
scheme by a person who purchases a dwelling on or after 12 December 2013 (the publication 
date of the Bill) applies where that person knew or ought to have known that the dwelling was 
constructed using hardcore containing reactive pyrite.  It is my Department’s view that Sec-
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tion 15(3) does not represent a blanket exclusion preventing applications being made under the 
scheme by a person who purchases a dwelling on or after 12 December 2013. It is, however, a 
matter for the Board to determine, based on facts and evidence in each individual case, whether 
an applicant is or is not entitled to apply for inclusion into the Pyrite Remediation Scheme.

The Board has sought and received legal advice on the interpretation of Section 15, includ-
ing the facts and evidence it should seek when assessing cases where a dwelling was purchased 
on or after 12 December 2013 and I am advised that the Board assesses each individual appli-
cation as it is received, and has regard to all the facts when considering Section 15 of the Act.   

The latest figures available indicate that a total of 2,351 applications have been received un-
der the pyrite remediation scheme. Of these, 1,905 dwellings have been included in the scheme, 
with the applicants notified accordingly, and 1,542 dwellings have been remediated.  A sum 
of €32 million is available to fund the operation of the pyrite remediation scheme this year.  
This will facilitate the remediation of some 460 additional dwellings and is a clear signal of the 
continuing importance attached by Government to addressing the issue of significant pyritic 
damage in private dwellings. This will bring to approximately €126m the total funding pro-
vided under the scheme since 2014.

21/05/2019WRHH00500Urban Renewal Schemes

21/05/2019WRHH00600678. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment further to Parliamentary Question No. 1353 of 26 March 2019, the terms and conditions 
of URDF support; the work to be undertaken by Kildare County Council in 2019; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [22050/19]

21/05/2019WRHH00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Urban Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF) is a flagship element of Project Ire-
land 2040, with €2 billion identified in the National Development Plan (NDP) to 2027.  Of this, 
€58m is available in 2019 to provide initial support for the 88 projects approved for URDF sup-
port last November, while €550 million is included in the NDP to provide further support for 
these and other similar projects up to 2022.  

Support from the Fund will assist in rejuvenating Ireland’s five cities and other large towns, 
and enabling a greater proportion of residential and mixed-use development to be delivered 
within the existing built-up footprints of our cities and towns.  It will ensure that more parts of 
our urban areas can become attractive and vibrant places in which people choose to live and 
work, as well as to invest and to visit.

Bids were invited from public bodies throughout Ireland for funding under the URDF and a 
total of 189 applications were received by my Department under the first call for proposals. On 
26 November 2018, initial URDF support of €100m was provisionally allocated to a total of 88 
projects throughout the country.  

As part of this first tranche of approvals, Kildare County Council was awarded initial URDF 
support of €400,000 towards the provision of technical assistance for the advancement of their 
Celbridge Southern Relief Road & Second Liffey Crossing proposal.

Since last November’s announcement, the Department has engaged with a large number of 
the successful applicants to further clarify the details of their proposals, the proposed composi-
tion and progression of projects, and to establish the level of related URDF funding demands 
expected to arise for 2019 and beyond. 
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The Department has now concluded this process and further correspondence setting out the 
terms and conditions attached to URDF support, together with the arrangements for manage-
ment and disbursement of the associated Exchequer funding, will issue shortly.

21/05/2019WRHH00800Home Loan Scheme

21/05/2019WRHH00900679. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the reason income from the working family payment is not taken into account as reckon-
able income under the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [22074/19]

21/05/2019WRHH01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan is operated in accordance with the Housing (Rebuilding 
Ireland Home Loan) Regulations 2018 and the credit policy issued in accordance with the 
Regulations, which set out the criteria under which an applicant may be eligible for a loan. 
The credit policy states that as a general rule, the loan is not available to those in receipt of 
unemployment or other social welfare benefits. However, where there is a primary income of a 
waged or salary nature, long-term State benefit payments of the second applicant may be con-
sidered.  State benefit payments allowable are:  

- State Pension (Contributory);

- State pension (Non-Contributory);

- Widow’s / Widower’s Pension;

- Blind Pension;

- Invalidity Pension; and

- Disability Allowance.

The long-term nature of the payment must be confirmed by the Department of Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection. All applications are dealt with on a case-by-case basis and are 
referred to the relevant local authority’s Credit Committee for a final decision. 

As the payment referred to by the Deputy does not fall within this category of long-term 
payment it is not reckonable for the purpose of the scheme.

21/05/2019WRHH01100Water and Sewerage Schemes Grants

21/05/2019WRHH01200680. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the grant funding available to householders that cannot connect to the public water mains 
or a group water scheme to upgrade a well; if consideration is being given to increasing this 
grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [22076/19]

21/05/2019WRHH01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): On 
8 February this year, I announced details of the measures being funded through my Department 
under the Multi-annual Rural Water Programme 2019-2021. This included an improved fund-
ing scheme for individual wells (more commonly known as private or household wells).

The composition of the new multi-annual programme is based on recommendations from 
the Working Group that I established in April 2018 to conduct a review of investment needs and 
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rural water services. 

The changes that I have approved to the individual wells grant scheme are as follows:

- A maximum grant for rehabilitation works of €3,000, which represents an increase of 47% 
on the current maximum grant amount;

- Where the local authority agrees that the most appropriate solution is to provide a new 
well, the maximum grant payable would be €5,000;

- Recognising the role of the grant in improving quality, the water quality treatment ele-
ment (typically filtration and UV filtration) will qualify for 100% funding up to a maximum of 
€1,000;

- Up to 85% of other costs would be met, subject to the total combined maximum costs of 
€3,000 for well rehabilitation or €5,000 for a new well, and;

- For clarity, applicants would not be able to avail of both grant amounts, so they would not 
be able to avail of €3,000 for well rehabilitation as well as the €5,000 available for a new well. 

Work is at an advanced stage of development for the funding scheme. I expect that the pro-
cess will be completed in the coming weeks when the necessary regulations dealing with the 
financial assistance arrangements and related administrative matters are put in place. This will 
enable a circular letter, terms and conditions, guidance and the application form to issue to local 
authorities shortly thereafter.

21/05/2019WRHH01400Emergency Accommodation Data

21/05/2019WRHH01500681. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the cost to each local authority to provide emergency accommodation for the homeless 
in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [22117/19]

21/05/2019WRHH01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department does not fund any homeless service directly but provides funding to hous-
ing authorities towards the operational costs of homeless accommodation and related services 
under Section 10 of the Housing Act, 1988.  Under Exchequer funding arrangements, housing 
authorities must provide at least 10% of the cost of services from their own resources. Further-
more, housing authorities may also incur additional expenditure on homeless related services 
outside of the Exchequer funding arrangements provided by my Department.   

Exchequer funding for homeless services is provided through my Department to housing 
authorities on a regional basis.  Drawdown for 2016 to date in 2019 is set out on a regional basis 
in the table below. 

Exchequer funding for homeless services under the Housing Act, 1988 

Region 2016 2017 2018 2019(to date) 
Dublin  €68,627,075 €83,616,643 €106,267,187 €68,351,245
Mid-East  €2,746,651 €3,092,923 €3,738,000 €1,025,000 
Midland  €1,109,748 €1,467,615 €2,177,128 €663,000 
Mid-West  €3,500,000 €3,906,686 €5,044,000 €1,889,000 
North-East  €1,493,336 €2,762,845 €3,007,520 €790,000 
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Region 2016 2017 2018 2019(to date) 
North-West  €411,946 €450,000 €541,522 €248,000 
South-East €3,041,840 €3,444,510 €3,815,000 €1,645,000 
South-West  €5,375,609 €6,703,444 €9,687,741 €2,650,000 
West €2,370,295 €3,791,334 €4,721,895 €1,470,000 
Financial reports from each of the regions, setting out expenditure on homeless services in 

each region, are published on my Department’s website at the following link: 

https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/homelessness/other/homelessness-data.

Question No. 682 answered with Question No. 672.

21/05/2019WRHH01800Planning Issues

21/05/2019WRHH01900683. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the additional resources he plans to provide to local authorities to speed up the planning 
process for renewable generators and to An Bord Pleanála for it to prioritise planning consents 
for renewable generators in view of the fact that a climate emergency has been declared; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [22122/19]

21/05/2019WRHH02000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended (the 2000 Act), planning authori-
ties are required to make a decision in respect of an application for planning permission within 
8 weeks of the date of receipt of such an application unless further information in relation to the 
proposed development is requested. 

Where an appeal is lodged with An Bord Pleanala in relation to a planning decision by a 
local authority, the Board has a statutory objective under section 126(2) of the 2000 Act to de-
termine the matter within 18 weeks of receipt of the appeal. Furthermore, under Section 37J(2) 
of the 2000 Act, the Board has an objective to make a decision on Strategic Infrastructure De-
velopment cases within a period of 18 weeks beginning on the last day for making submissions 
or observations on such planning applications.

These timeframes are considered reasonable for the purpose of enabling the relevant con-
sent authorities to give full consideration to such planning applications and appeals.  I am not 
aware of any particular problems being encountered in the determination of planning applica-
tions in respect of renewable generators.

21/05/2019WRHH02100Limistéir Pleanála Teanga

21/05/2019WRHH02200684. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den an Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta cén líon pleananna teanga a dhíríonn ar na Limistéir Pleanála Teanga atá ceadaithe ag 
an bpointe seo; an ndéanfaidh sí ainmneacha na limistéar cuí a thabhairt; cén líon pleanálaithe 
teanga atá ceaptha chun na pleananna sin a chur i bhfeidhm; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina 
thaobh. [21408/19]

21/05/2019WRHH02300Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne) (Deputy Seán Kyne): Tá ullmhú nó feidhmiú pleananna teanga idir lámha i gcás 
gach ceann den 26 Limistéar Pleanála Teanga (LPT) Gaeltachta atá aitheanta faoi Acht na Gael-
tachta 2012. Tá pleananna ceadaithe faoin bpróiseas go dáta i leith 14 den 26 LPT eadhon:
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- Cois Fharraige;

- Gaoth Dobhair, Rann na Feirste, Anagaire & Loch an Iúir;

- Cloch Chionnaola, Gort an Choirce, An Fál Carrach & Machaire Rabhartaigh;

- Na Déise;

- Múscraí; 

- Ciarraí Theas;

- Dúiche Sheoigheach & Tuar Mhic Éadaigh;

- Ciarraí Thiar;

- Maigh Eo Thuaidh;

- Árainn Mhór;

- An Cheathrú Rua;

- Ráth Chairn & Baile Ghib;

- Conamara Láir; agus,

- Dún na nGall Theas

Tá dhá phlean eile curtha faoi bhráid na Roinne agus iad á mheas faoi láthair chun críche 
aitheantais:

- Ceantar na nOileán; agus,

- Tuaisceart Dhún na nGall

Go dáta tá 11 Oifigeach Pleanála Teanga agus 3 Oifigeach Cúnta Pleanála Teanga ceaptha ag 
ceanneagraíochtaí na limistéar pleanála teanga faoi seach chun na pleananna ceadaithe a chur 
i bhfeidhm.

Tá cistíocht faoi leith ar fiú €3.2m in iomlán curtha ar fáil i 2019 chun freastal a dhéanamh 
ar fheidhmiú rathúil an phróisis pleanála teanga, idir phleananna a ullmhú, fheidhmiú pleanan-
na agus bhearta tacaíochta eile don phróiseas pleanála teanga i gcoitinne. 

21/05/2019WRHH02400Wildlife Protection

21/05/2019WRHH02500685. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
research was carried out in relation to possible side effects of new and brighter LED street lights 
on wildlife and specifically birds. [21435/19]

21/05/2019WRHH02600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment is not aware of any significant published research on the impacts of new and brighter 
LED street lights on birds.

21/05/2019WRHH02700Wildlife Conservation
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21/05/2019WRHH02800686. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the mechanism for the compensation of a landowner that is prohibited from planting their lands 
with forestry due to its designation under the Curlew Conservation Programme; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [21437/19]

21/05/2019WRHH02900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
population of breeding curlew in Ireland is in extreme danger of extinction, having declined by 
97% in recent decades. 

There is no formal designation process, rather my Department shares information with the 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine on the known remaining breeding sites. Pro-
tecting these sites is a shared responsibility across sectors, although the decision in regard to af-
forestation licenses and payments is made by the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

 I understand that the Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine guidance on forestry 
schemes,  provides information on where compensation may not be paid, such as, inter alia, 
where the refusal is related to the protection of the environment; this would apply in the case of 
protection of a critically endangered species such as Curlew.

I also understand that Curlew areas have been prioritized in the GLAS scheme , offering up 
to €7,000 per annum for 5 years, depending on how much ground is available.  

21/05/2019WRHH03000Seirbhísí trí Ghaeilge

21/05/2019WRHH03100687. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den an Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus 
Gaeltachta cén gníomh a dhéanfar maidir leis an méadú 44% ar líon na ngearán a rinneadh 
leis an gCoimisinéir Teanga le linn 2018 i dtaca le deacrachtaí ainmneacha agus nó seoltaí 
i nGaeilge a úsáid agus daoine ag plé le háisíneachtaí stáit; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina 
thaobh. [21465/19]

21/05/2019WRHH03200Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne) (Deputy Seán Kyne): Mar is eol don Teachta, tá oifigigh mo Roinne ag obair faoi 
láthair i gcomhar le hOifig an Ard-Aighne chun Bille na dTeangacha Oifigiúla (Leasú) a dhré-
achtú. Tá an Bille seo ar Chlár Reachtaíochta an Rialtais don seisiún seo.

Mar chuid thábhachtach den leasú ar an Acht, tá sé i gceist aird a thabhairt ar an ábhar atá 
luaite ag an Teachta, eadhon, an ceart atá ag saoránaigh a n-ainmneacha agus/nó seoltaí Gaeilge 
á úsáid agus iad ag plé leis an Stát. 

Mar chúlra, is iarracht é an Bille seo, trí na ceannteidil éagsúla, an timpeallacht a chruthú ina 
mbeidh ról níos lárnaí ag an teanga in obair an Stáit, go mbeidh an teanga níos feiceálaí agus go 
mbeidh fáil níos leithne ar sheirbhísí trí Ghaeilge. 

Tá sé i gceist sa Bhille foráil a dhéanamh a chinnteofar go n-éascóidh comhlachtaí poiblí 
úsáid ainmneacha agus seoltaí sa dá theanga oifigiúil, lena n-áirítear úsáid an tsínidh fhada agus 
sloinnte níos faide a éascú.

Táthar ag súil go réiteoidh na forálacha seo na deacrachtaí atá ardaithe ag an gCoimisinéir 
Teanga ina Thuarascáil Bhliantúil..

21/05/2019WRHH03300Departmental Expenditure
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21/05/2019WRHH03400688. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the amount spent in fees to companies (details supplied) by her Department in each of the years 
2011 to 2018. [21576/19]

21/05/2019WRHH03500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am 
advised that the only payments made by my Department to those companies specified by the 
Deputy during the period in question are as set out below:

In 2012,  a payment of €1,600 was made to Deloitte & Touche in respect of training it pro-
vided on Relevant Contracts Tax.   

In 2014 €34,449 was paid to  Ernst & Young in respect of a review of the PSO Air Service 
for the Aran Islands.   

No payments were made to PWC or KPMG during this period.

21/05/2019WRHH03600Turf Cutting

21/05/2019WRHH03700689. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if matters in relation to a bog (details supplied) in County Kerry will be examined; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [21620/19]

21/05/2019WRHH03800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): As set 
out in my reply to Question No. 1605 of 8 May 2019 and as set out in the National Raised Bog 
Special Areas of Conservation Management Plan 2017-2022, the site referred to in the Deputy’s 
Question is one of the sites being examined as regards the potential for domestic turf cutting on 
the site in accordance with the provisions of article 6.3 of the EU Habitats Directive.

For the smaller plot of land within the proposed domestic turf cutting area in the south of 
the site, the results of scientific investigations conclude that domestic turf cutting could take 
place there subject to consent being received and consultation with the landowner and turbary 
right holders, if any.

I am advised that my Department has written to the relevant individuals with a view to 
making further progress on this issue.  In addition, the matter of the consent required for the 
proposed activity is currently being assessed. 

For the larger plot of land within the proposed turf cutting area, scientific equipment has 
been installed there.  This will facilitate monitoring of this area for an estimated  period of a 
year to assess the level of risk of peat failure (bog burst). I understand that it is essential that no 
turf cutting takes place in this area during the monitoring period.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank local turf cutter representatives and the Deputy 
for their assistance in trying to resolve this complex issue. Officials from my Department as 
well as contractors engaged by it will continue to liaise on the matter.

21/05/2019WRHH03900Departmental Funding

21/05/2019WRHH04000690. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
grants available for the development of bands specifically pipe bands; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [21643/19]
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21/05/2019WRHH04100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Mu-
sic Capital Scheme which is supported by my Department and managed by Music Network 
comprises two distinct awards that provide funding for the purchase of musical instruments to 
both non-professional performing groups and to individual professional performing musicians.

In February, I announced that my Department were providing funding of €270,250 for the 
Music Capital Scheme 2019.  The Music Capital Scheme is a vital music resource through 
which groups and talented individuals may be awarded funding towards the purchase of musi-
cal instruments. The Music Capital Scheme has benefitted thousands of people since its incep-
tion, supporting a range of individuals and groups countrywide. 

The Music Capital Scheme is designed to provide support for the purchase of musical in-
struments, and respond to a broad range of capital needs within the music sector in Ireland. A 
particular area of difficulty for musicians and ensembles is purchasing musical instruments. The 
cost of instrument purchase, maintenance and repair can be significant barriers to the develop-
ment of many organisations and this scheme aims to address this.

 The scheme is designed to provide support as follows: 

- Stream 1, Instrument banks for non-professional performing groups

- Stream 2, Individual instruments for musicians of a professional performing standard

Applications for the Music Capital Scheme 2019 are now closed and I understand that Mu-
sic Network will be informing applicants of assessment decisions in June .  Further information 
including lists of previous award recipients which include a number of pipe bands is available 
at the following link www.musicnetwork.ie/musicians/funding  . 

21/05/2019WRHH04200National Museum

21/05/2019WRHH04300691. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
she has received representations from a group (details supplied) in relation to the allocation of 
funding to the National Museum of Ireland for an exhibition on An Gorta Mór; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [21817/19]

21/05/2019WRHH04400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I have 
received a number of representations in relation to the Famine from the group.  

As I have previously advised the House, decisions in relation to the curation and presenta-
tion of temporary or permanent exhibitions within national cultural institutions are operational 
matters for the relevant cultural institutions.  

As the Deputy may be aware, the National Famine Commemoration 2019 took place in Sli-
go on Sunday, May 19th 2019. An Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar T.D., led the official representation 
at the commemoration ceremony accompanied by myself, in my role as Chair of the National 
Famine Commemoration Committee.

 The commemoration programme opened with a ceremony in which the local community 
participated and culminated in the formal State ceremonial event.  Defence Forces Personnel 
took part in the ceremonial event which included military honours, a minute’s silence  and a 
wreath-laying ceremony.  
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21/05/2019WRHH04500National Monuments

21/05/2019WRHH04600692. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
position regarding a location (details supplied) in County Wexford; if funding to secure this 
unstable site will be allocated; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21917/19]

21/05/2019WRHH04700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
structure referred to by the Deputy is a recorded monument that is listed under Section 12 of 
the National Monuments (Amendment) Act 1994. It is one of 58 tower houses recorded by the 
Archaeological Survey of Ireland in County Wexford and is in private ownership. 

My Department’s National Monuments Service is aware of and shares local concerns about 
the condition of the monument. The Department is in ongoing contact with the local authority 
to explore any possible solutions and potential sources of funding that might assist in safeguard-
ing it. The Department has met  the landowner on site, and with Wexford County Council, and 
will continue to provide guidance and advice with a view to helping to identify viable solutions. 
The Department has also made available photographic and drone survey material on the monu-
ment as part of that engagement.   

My Department will continue to work with the relevant parties to try to ensure that that the 
current threat to the stability of the monument can be resolved. 

21/05/2019WRHH04800Licence Applications

21/05/2019WRHH04900693. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the status of an application for a section 42 licence by a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [22055/19]

21/05/2019WRHH05000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Two 
applications dated 28 and 29 March 2019 for licences under Section 42 of the Wildlife Acts, in 
respect of the persons referred to in the Question, were received in my Department on 4 April 
last.  It is a requirement of the Section 42 application process that applicants must provide a 
map with the land holdings that are subject of the application showing the areas where serious 
damage is occurring.  As neither application included such maps, the applicants were requested 
to provide the necessary documentation.  There is no record of maps having been received in 
my Department.  On receipt of the outstanding information further consideration will  be given 
to the applications.


