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  Questions Nos. 1 to 7, inclusive, answered orally.

16/05/2019WRA00400Garda Stations

16/05/2019WRA005008. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the discussions 
he or his officials have had with the Office of Public Works or other agencies with a view to 
progressing the new Macroom Garda station; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[18059/19]

16/05/2019WRA00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, very significant capital investment is being made in An Garda Síochána, including in-
vestment of €342 million in Garda ICT infrastructure between 2016 and 2021; and investment 
of €46 million in the Garda Fleet over the same period. Considerable investment is also being 
made in the Garda estate, to address its deficiencies and provide fit-for-purpose facilities for 
Garda members and staff, as well as the public interacting with them.  This is a significant un-
dertaking, as there are currently 565 stations nationwide. 

The Deputy will be aware that the programme of replacement and refurbishment of Garda 
accommodation is progressed by the Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the 
Office of Public Works (OPW), which has the responsibility for the provision and maintenance 
of Garda accommodation. 

The Garda Building and Refurbishment Programme 2016-2021 includes the development 
of new Garda stations in Macroom, Clonmel and Sligo. These stations will be delivered by way 
of a Public Private Partnership (PPP) arrangement. 

The development of PPP projects is progressed under the auspices of the National Devel-
opment Finance Agency (NDFA).   The Department of Justice and Equality and the Garda 
authorities are working with the OPW to progress this matter, with the input and assistance of 
the NDFA.   

Discussions with the OPW have included direct engagement between the Secretary General 
of my Department and the Chair of the OPW, as well as ongoing working level contacts. I can 
confirm that the OPW has agreed to provide its expert services in the design of the three stations 
included in this PPP. 

The establishment of PPP projects can be complex and it is vital to get the projects right at 
the planning and design stage. I can assure the Deputy that delivery of the new Garda stations 
in Clonmel, Macroom and Sligo through this PPP arrangement is being pursued as a priority.

Pending delivery of the new stations, I am informed that Garda management and the OPW 
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have been working to improve conditions and facilities at the existing stations.

16/05/2019WRA00700Combatting Cyberbullying

16/05/2019WRA008009. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to revise ha-
rassment laws here taking into consideration the impact of cyberbullying on the mental health 
of a person; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20940/19]

16/05/2019WRA00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, I recently obtained approval to formally draft amendments to the Harassment, Harm-
ful Communications and Related Offences Bill 2017, a Private Member’s Bill sponsored by 
Deputy Brendan Howlin. I intend to bring forward a number of Government amendments to 
strengthen the provisions of the Bill and to ensure that it will be as effective as possible. I have 
worked closely with Deputy Howlin on these amendments and I look forward to introducing 
them at Committee Stage as soon as they are drafted. 

The aim of the Bill is to tackle certain behaviours that have become more prevalent online 
in the last number of years. The Bill will introduce two new offences for the first time to tackle 
the distribution of intimate images without consent, commonly referred to as “revenge pornog-
raphy” and “upskirting”. The Bill will also extend the offence of sending a threatening, false, 
indecent or obscene message to cover messages sent by any means of communication. 

In relation to harassment, the Bill will extend the current offence of harassment contained in 
section 10 of the Non-Fatal Offences Against the Person Act 1997 to include all forms of com-
munication to or about another person. I also intend to introduce a distinct offence of stalking, 
which will cover stalking online and offline. 

I appreciate the significant impact that harassment, both online and offline, can have on the 
mental health of a victim. That is why I am committed to working with my cabinet colleagues 
to address online harm through the National Action Plan for Online Safety, 2018-2019, a whole 
of Government approach that sets out in a coherent way the actions that are being undertaken 
across all Departments and Agencies to protect children and adults in their online engagement.

  Question No. 10 answered orally.

16/05/2019WRA01100Prisoner Privacy

16/05/2019WRA0120011. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when his attention 
was first drawn to unauthorised surveillance of prisoners meetings with their solicitors and or 
surveillance of prison staff; the action he plans to take; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20938/19]

16/05/2019WRA0130020. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he plans to publish 
the Inspector of Prisons report into unauthorised surveillance of prison officers in view of re-
cent comments in the media in which he stated that his attention was drawn to a person (details 
supplied); the rationale for the action he took; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20939/19]

16/05/2019WRA01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 11 and 20 together.

I assume the Deputy is referring to allegations which were contained in an affidavit made 
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in court proceedings by a prison officer of the Irish Prison Service. These allegations are the 
subject of an investigation carried out by the Inspector of Prisons on my behalf.

The affidavit, brought in connection with a proposed temporary transfer of the officer con-
cerned, was brought to my officials’ attention on 19 November 2018. The allegations were 
subsequently reported on in the media on 22 November 2018. 

These allegations raised serious issues of public concern and I therefore asked the indepen-
dent Inspector of Prisons, Patricia Gilheaney, to carry out an urgent investigation to determine 
as far as possible the facts of the matter.  

The Inspector has furnished me with a copy of the report of her investigation, carried out 
under section 31 of the Prisons Act 2007, and I am considering the report in the light of advice 
from the Attorney General.  When that consideration is completed, I will make a decision in 
relation to the publication of the report under section 31 of the 2007 Act.

The allegations which are the subject of the Inspector’s investigation are not those raised 
by the person whose details are supplied by the Deputy. That person left the prison service in 
1989 and subsequently raised a number of issues about activities in the prison service. In 2016 
issues raised by him were the subject of an assessment in accordance with my Department’s 
Protected Disclosures Policy.  This assessment concluded that there was insufficient detail to 
enable further investigation to take place.  Concerns raised by the person were also consid-
ered by the Independent Review Mechanism (IRM) established to review certain allegations of 
Garda misconduct and the outcome of that process was communicated to the person concerned.

  Questions Nos. 12 and 13 answered orally.

16/05/2019WRA01600Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Funding

16/05/2019WRA0170014. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is satisfied that 
GSOC is receiving all available support in terms of funding and support from his Department; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21107/19]

16/05/2019WRA01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Let me say at the outset 
that the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission has a hugely important role to play in ensur-
ing that public confidence in the Garda Síochána is safeguarded and as such, it has extensive 
powers under the Garda Síochána Act 2005. 

This Government has always been committed to ensuring that GSOC has the necessary sup-
ports and resources in order to fulfil its statutory functions and mandate. As the Deputy will be 
aware, last year sanction was secured from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
for an additional 42 staff members for GSOC.  This included 5 additional staff for the protected 
disclosures unit within GSOC.  

In her response to the sanctioning of these additional posts, the Chair of GSOC said that this 
demonstrated real political support for Garda oversight and the additional staff would allow 
GSOC the ability to fulfil and expand its statutory remit and meet the needs of the community. 

In addition to the sanction of new staff, GSOC’s budget for 2019 has been increased to 
€10.7 million which is an increase in core funding of €1.6 million (15%).  This increase has 
enabled GSOC to meet the costs associated with the recruitment of the additional staff that have 
been sanctioned and I am assured that the overall budget allocation to GSOC for 2019 will en-
sure that it has the necessary resources to fulfil its mandate.  
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As well as providing the resources required, last December, the Government endorsed the 
report of the Commission on the Future of Policing including its proposals for a new, coherent 
governance and oversight framework for policing in the State.  My Department is working as 
a matter of priority on a Policing and Community Safety Bill which will provide for this new 
framework including very substantial reform of GSOC and an expansion of their remit.  

These reforms, developed in consultation with relevant stakeholders including the oversight 
bodies, will no doubt require a further strengthening of the resources required to carry out this 
essential work.  Both my Department and this Government are entirely committed to ensuring 
that the resourcing and governance needs of the new complaints body are met fully. 

I believe that these measures demonstrate my commitment to ensuring that GSOC has the 
necessary resources to effectively fulfil its remit.

16/05/2019WRA01900Garda Misconduct Allegations

16/05/2019WRA0200015. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the fact 
that An Garda Síochána is conducting criminal investigations of its own members without the 
knowledge or participation of GSOC; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21109/19]

16/05/2019WRA02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I recognise the concerns 
raised in the Deputy’s question with regard to Gardaí investigating other Gardaí. I know that 
the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission have raised this matter on a number of occasions 
including more recently.

The House will be aware that last year I secured sanction to increase the number of staff 
of GSOC by 42 full time equivalents.  These additional staff, when fully deployed, will allow 
GSOC to reduce the time taken for investigations as well as enable it to carry out more inves-
tigations without referring complaints to the Gardaí themselves.  We all recognise that it is not 
ideal for Gardaí to be investigating complaints against other Gardaí.  My understanding is that 
GSOC investigates the most serious complaints against Gardaí.  However, I am informed that 
circumstances may arise in which An Garda Síochána takes the lead in an investigation not aris-
ing from a complaint.   

I see no particular issue with Gardaí investigating lower level complaints against other 
members.  I am talking here about complaints that would probably be categorised as discour-
tesy where the person making the complaint merely wants an acknowledgement that the ser-
vice which they received was not up to the proper standard.  Some years ago the Chairperson 
of GSOC cited a case which fell within this category which took over a year to complete and 
took up a considerable amount of GSOC time.  She said that these cases should be handled in 
a timely manner at local level.

As the Deputy will be aware, last December, the Government endorsed the report of the 
Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland including its package of proposals for the 
reform of the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission. A key element of this package is that 
all serious issues of concern about standards of policing or police integrity itself should be the 
subject of an independent investigation even where no member of the public has made a com-
plaint. Examples of the types of conduct cited by the Commission include potential breaches 
of law, violations of human rights or corruption, or which appear to indicate a widespread or 
systemic problem within An Garda Síochána.

Work is underway as a matter of priority in my Department on the preparation of the Gen-
eral Scheme of the Policing and Community Safety Bill to provide for these proposals and 
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other elements of the Commission’s report.  I believe that the Bill will provide the appropriate 
mechanisms for the independent investigation of alleged criminal offences by members of the 
Garda Síochána.

As part of that work, my officials have met with relevant stakeholders including GSOC and 
An Garda Síochána and are considering their submissions. It is my intention to bring the Gen-
eral Scheme to Government for approval later this year.

16/05/2019WRA02200Sexual Offences Data

16/05/2019WRA0230016. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he expects the 
Central Statistics Office to commence the sexual abuse and violence in Ireland survey; and 
when he expects the survey to be completed. [13948/19]

16/05/2019WRA02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): On 20th November 2018 
the Government approved a new national survey on the prevalence of sexual violence in Ire-
land. Following this, the Department of Justice and Equality and the Central Statistics Office 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding on 10th January 2019 regarding the undertaking of 
the survey.

The CSO have now begun the work on the large scale survey, called the Sexual Violence 
Survey (SVS), which will look in detail at the experience of sexual violence and abuse for both 
women and men in Ireland, with repeat surveys every decade.

This is a large and complex survey. The Government’s expert Scoping Group report made 
clear that delivering a survey that met the highest standards would be a significant undertaking 
and a multi-annual project.

I am aware that some concern has been expressed about how long it will take to complete 
the survey.  A priority of mine is that it be done right.  We want to ensure that the State under-
takes an ongoing programme of research of the highest quality in a sensitive and ethical way 
to ensure a robust set of data to inform Government policy.  The complexities and timeframes 
involved have been acknowledged by some of the NGOs involved in the sector.

The CSO has provided an estimated timeline of up to five years for completion including a 
full first year of technical research, design, specialist training and preparation. The preparatory 
phase will also involve a stakeholder consultation process, consideration of best international 
practice and the conducting of a full pilot survey in the field in 2020.

The CSO has indicated it will be in a position to give further certainty on completion date, 
timelines and costs after it finalises its preliminary work in 2019. The provision of reliable, 
robust, objective and internationally comparable information requires that the planning and 
execution of this survey is undertaken in a professional and comprehensive manner and to do 
otherwise may compromise the quality of the resulting data. Therefore, the planned duration of 
the new Sexual Violence Survey (SVS) is to ensure that all aspects of the survey are undertaken 
and completed to the highest possible standard.

Funding of €150,000 has been provided for the work in 2019 and there is agreement in prin-
ciple to fund the rest of the project.

16/05/2019WRA02500Policing Co-operation
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16/05/2019WRA0260017. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the rationale for the 
proposed participation of Ireland in the EU Agency for Criminal Justice Cooperation; the ben-
efits of participation; if a budgetary contribution to the agency is expected; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [21110/19]

16/05/2019WRA02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): There are few who would 
argue that Ireland’s membership of the European Union has not been of enormous benefit to 
Ireland’s citizens, both economically and in terms of the progressive social development of this 
State. The freedoms enjoyed by EU citizens and the real and genuine protections afforded to 
their fundamental rights are the envy of many throughout the world. This commitment to pro-
tecting fundamental rights is not some empty aspiration but rather a reality backed up by formal 
structures such as the European Court of Justice and the European Parliament.   

The freedom of movement of EU citizens is one very clear benefit of membership of this 
Union. Our people are now true Europeans, who identify themselves as such and who cross 
borders freely, engaging on an equal basis with their fellow EU citizens. Our own society, once 
insular and inward looking, has benefitted enormously from the arrival of people from many 
parts of Europe who wish to make a valued contribution to the vibrancy and welfare of this 
cosmopolitan State. 

Of course there are always those who will seek to exploit privileges such as freedom of 
movement for their own nefarious ends and much recent EU law in the criminal justice sphere 
has been aimed at trying to counter the abuse of these freedoms, while also protecting them. The 
European Arrest Warrant is one such example. 

Another example is that of Eurojust.  Eurojust has been operational for the past 17 years and 
Ireland has been a member of the agency since its inception. Eurojust was set up to stimulate 
and improve the coordination of serious criminal investigations, prosecutions and cooperation 
between competent authorities in the Member States, where such investigations involve two or 
more Member States. 

Eurojust provides Ireland with access to a network of European public prosecutors and 
law enforcement agencies that provide essential assistance to each other in the investigation 
of serious offences including murders, rapes, drug trafficking, people trafficking, child sexual 
exploitation, international money laundering and terrorism. Eurojust also benefits from a much 
valued Irish involvement in the organisation. Members of the Office of the Director of Public 
Prosecutions provide Irish representation at Eurojust, which operates a 24/7 on call service to 
Member States.

Regulation (EU) 2018/1727 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 November 
2018 on the European Union Agency for Criminal Justice Cooperation (Eurojust), replaces and 
repeals Council Decision 2002/187/JHA, its predecessor. 

The purpose of the new Regulation is to provide a modern and updated framework for the 
management of the agency. For example, a key innovation in the new Regulation makes Euro-
just subject to the EU’s updated data protection framework, thereby providing the protection 
of the world’s most advanced data protection regime to data held by Eurojust. This includes 
supervision of Eurojust data related operations by the European Data Protection Supervisor. 
Eurojust will also be required to report on its operational activities to the European Parliament, 
the Council and national parliaments.

The approval of the Oireachtas in accordance with Article 29.4.7 of the Constitution is re-
quired for Ireland to opt in to the new Regulation, a process which arises as a result of Article 
4 of Protocol 21 to the Lisbon Treaty. Opting into the new Eurojust Regulation is necessary in 
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order to continue to participate in Eurojust. If we do not opt in, Ireland will cease to be a mem-
ber of Eurojust from December 2019.  

As Minister for Justice and Equality, I do not believe it would be desirable to lose access to 
this network. International serious crime is an issue which affects all member states and their 
citizens and it has countless victims.  Coordination of measures to disrupt this activity, and 
ongoing communication between states in relation to such measures, is essential. Eurojust pro-
vides an efficient and effective way of ensuring this cooperation occurs.

Furthermore, from an overarching perspective, there is a general obligation upon Ireland as 
a Member State to make a tangible contribution to the welfare of this Union and it is important 
that Ireland demonstrates a real commitment to assisting in combatting serious crime which 
affects the Union

The solidarity with Ireland displayed by the other member States  in the context of Brexit 
must also not be forgotten.  A withdrawal from Eurojust membership would send a negative 
message and be reputationally damaging for the country. Ireland would be left in a position 
where, if it wished to maintain an involvement, it would have to negotiate associate member-
ship of the agency, leading to a much-diminished status. 

Therefore, the rationale for seeking to maintain membership of Eurojust is derived from an 
understanding that being part of a union of democratic states carries with it responsibilities to 
protect the fundamental principles of democracy that underpin that union and an obligation to 
protect its citizens from those who would seek to harm them.

Finally, the funding arrangements for Eurojust are set out at Chapter VI of the Regulation 
and, as can be seen, the agency is resourced centrally from the EU budget. Eurojust’s budget is 
also subject to the scrutiny of the EU Commission, the European Parliament and the Council of 
the European Union (the Member States). There is no expectation of a budgetary contribution 
required from Ireland in the context of the running of the agency. Ireland’s national member is 
of course remunerated by the State in the same manner as any official of the State who is as-
signed to duties overseas.

  Question No. 18 answered orally.

  Question No. 19 answered with Question No. 7.

  Question No. 20 answered with Question No. 11.

16/05/2019WRA03100Garda Corruption

16/05/2019WRA0320021. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has had discus-
sions with the Garda Commissioner regarding the establishment of an internal corruption unit; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21108/19]

16/05/2019WRA03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have regular meetings 
and discussions with Commissioner Harris in which he updates me on a wide range of matters.  
However I’m sure the House will appreciate that it is the Garda Commissioner who is respon-
sible for the control and direction of An Garda Síochána. I, as Minister, have no direct role in 
these matters.  The House would be rightly critical of me if I sought to interfere with the role of 
the Commissioner in this regard.

Decisions taken with regard to the establishment of specialised units in An Garda Síochána 
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are matters for the Commissioner himself.  I do recognise, however, the concerns implied in the 
Deputy’s question with regard to Gardaí investigating other Gardaí.  This new unit will look 
at potential inappropriate associations by Gardaí with persons involved in criminality, with 
possible inappropriate behaviour towards vulnerable victims and possible drug use or dealing.  
These are insidious activities which would undoubtedly undermine the service’s integrity and 
undermine public confidence in the Gardaí.

 I know that the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission have expressed concerns about 
the setting up of this new unit.  However, I do not believe that the setting up of this new unit is in 
any way undermining the very important role played by GSOC in investigating alleged wrong-
doing by members of the Gardaí.  I believe that it can be a useful complement to their work.

As the Deputy will be aware, last December, the Government endorsed the report of the 
Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland including its package of proposals for the re-
form of the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission. A key element of this package is that all 
serious issues of concern about standards of policing or police integrity itself should be the sub-
ject of an independent investigation even where no member of the public has made a complaint. 
Examples of the types of conduct cited by the Commission include potential breaches of law, 
violations of human rights or corruption, or incidents which appear to indicate a widespread or 
systemic problem within An Garda Síochána. 

Work is underway as a matter of priority in my Department on the preparation of the Gen-
eral Scheme of the Policing and Community Safety Bill to provide for these proposals and other 
elements of the Commission’s report. As part of that work, my officials have met with relevant 
stakeholders including GSOC and An Garda Síochána and are considering their submissions. 
Specifically in relation to the proposed anti-corruption unit, my officials have sought informa-
tion from the Garda Commissioner regarding its establishment, its intended functions and how 
they will sit with the Commission model for investigating Garda wrongdoing. A proactive ap-
proach by the Garda Commissioner to ensuring high standards of conduct can only be a positive 
development and I look forward to receiving further information from the Commissioner on 
his plans.

16/05/2019WRA03400UN Conventions Ratification

16/05/2019WRA0350022. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he 
plans to ratify the optional protocol to the UN convention against torture; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20942/19]

16/05/2019WRA03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy is aware that 
Ireland signed the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture (OPCAT) but has yet to 
ratify this instrument. Ireland has of course already signed and ratified the Convention itself. 

The Protocol is preventive in nature.  It provides for the establishment of National Preven-
tive Mechanisms which would inspect facilities where persons can be held involuntarily.

While my Department is drafting the General Scheme of the legislation to enable the Pro-
tocol to be ratified, consultation has been necessary with a wide range of stakeholders, as the 
Protocol impacts on a number of sectors.

These consultations have assisted my Department in the work of drafting the General 
Scheme.  As part of that work, my Department are continuing to liaise with key stakeholders, 
for example with the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission in relation to the contribu-
tion they might be able to make to the proposed model of National Preventive Mechanisms.  
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When this draft scheme is completed, it will be circulated to stakeholders for their com-
ments, before submission to Government for approval, and transmission to the Office of the 
Parliamentary Counsel for formal drafting this year.

16/05/2019WRA03700Crime Prevention

16/05/2019WRA0380023. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans 
to tackle cross-Border crimes, rural crime and serious crime in view of concerns raised in these 
areas by organisations representing gardaí. [20945/19]

16/05/2019WRA03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can assure the Deputy 
that investing in the capacity of An Garda Síochána to tackle criminals and enforce the law ef-
fectively is a key objective of the Government’s response to tackling crime. 

The Government has dedicated very significant resources to support An Garda Síochána in 
tackling the activities of criminal gangs, including mobile criminal gangs, that seek to target 
our communities.

The Deputy will be aware that there are a number of successful Garda operations in place to 
disrupt the activities of criminal gangs.  

Operation Thor was officially launched in November 2015 and focuses on burglary and 
burglary related crime.  The scale of Garda activity under Operation Thor (as of 7 May 2019) 
has resulted in over 200,900 targeted checkpoints and more than 356,300 crime prevention pa-
trols carried out nationwide. This concentrated policing activity has produced in the region of 
10,000 arrests and 11,550 charges covering a range of offences which, in addition to burglary, 
have included handling stolen property, possession of firearms and drugs offences.  An Garda 
Síochána will continue to bring pressure on the gangs and individuals responsible for these type 
of offences.  

The Deputy will also be familiar with Operation Hybrid which has been deployed as a result 
of an escalation in violence between organised crime gangs in the Dublin Metropolitan Region.  
The strategic objective of Operation Hybrid is to have a three-pronged approach - preventative, 
investigative and targeted.  As of 5 May, there have been in the region of 76,700 high visibil-
ity checkpoints carried out under Operation Hybrid.  An up to date  breakdown of  arrests and 
charges is currently being prepared by An Garda Síochána.

The resources provided by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented 
levels, with an allocation for 2019 of €1.76 billion.  This represents an increase of over 6% over 
the initial allocation for 2018.

With respect to tackling cross border crime, there is strong ongoing co-operation between 
the Gardaí and the PSNI in respect of the full range of policing activities.  A joint Cross-Border 
Policing Strategy operates between the two services.  The Strategy covers the range of policing 
activities and contains a series of initiatives in which both police services are actively engaged.  

The Joint Agency Task Force established under the Fresh Start Agreement engages the two 
police services in a lead role in structured strategic and operational co-operation in combatting 
cross-border organised crime.  The Joint Agency Task Force is a positive example of the exten-
sive North-South co-operation that is undertaken between the police and other law enforcement 
agencies aimed at tackling crime and enhancing the safety of all communities on this island.   

I can assure the Deputy that the Government remains committed to ensuring An Garda 
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Síochána have all the necessary resources to tackle all forms of criminality that affects our 
communities.

16/05/2019WRA04000Prison Service Data

16/05/2019WRA0410024. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
assaults on prison officers and staff working in prisons since 2016; the actions taken to deter 
these assaults; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21106/19]

16/05/2019WRA04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by my of-
ficials in the Irish Prison Service that the number of recorded assaults on staff, by prison, from 
2016 to 2018 are as outlined in the following table. Figures for 2019 are not yet available.

Table 1. Prisoner on Staff assaults

Prison/Place of Detention 2016 2017 2018
Arbour Hill 0 0 0
Castlerea 1 13 12
Cloverhill 21 8 11
Cork 3 9 15
Dóchas Centre 26 14 8
Limerick 4 8 8
Loughan House 0 0 0
Midlands 7 15 13
Mountjoy (Male) 12 18 24
St. Patrick’s Inst. 0 N/A N/A
Portlaoise 5 3 4
Shelton Abbey 0 0 0
Training Unit 0 0 N/A
Wheatfield 12 10 5
PSEC 5 6 9
OSG 2 0 1
Total 98 104 110

Every assault on a member of staff is treated as serious and appropriate action is taken by 
the Irish Prison Service, including the reporting of such assaults to An Garda Síochána for the 
purposes of investigation and criminal prosecution where appropriate.

Section 19 of the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 1994 makes specific provision in 
relation to assaults or threats to peace officers including prison officers acting in the execution 
of their duty. Any person who assaults or threatens to assault a peace officer in the execution 
of their duty is guilty of an offence and is liable on summary conviction to a fine or a term of 
imprisonment not exceeding 12 months or both or on convictions on indictment to a fine or to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 7 years or both. In addition, the Act allows for judges to 
impose such sentences consecutively on persons found guilty of such offences.

In June 2015, following a number of serious assaults on prison staff, the State Claims Agen-
cy (SCA) commenced a review of assaults on prison staff by prisoners in accordance with Sec-
tion 8 of the National Treasury Management Agency (Amendment) Act, 2000. 
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In November 2016, the SCA presented the report to the then Tánaiste. The report noted 
many positive findings including that given the number of committals in 2015 the ratio of as-
saults to the number of prisoners in the system was very low. The role of a prison officer is a 
difficult and challenging one. Prison staff must deal with a wide range of complex issues and 
there are occasions when they are subjected to unacceptable acts of violence.

The report contains a large number of recommendations. These recommendations were ac-
cepted and are being implemented - an undertaking that was included as a Key Action in the 
Irish Prison Service’s Strategic Plan 2016-2018. The Irish Prison Service is committed to creat-
ing a safer environment for all those who work or live within our prison walls. In addition, the 
Service is committed to ensuring that any staff member who is subject to or witnesses an assault 
is given the necessary supports in the aftermath of the incident. 

I can further advise the Deputy that following a recommendation contained within the State 
Claims Agency’s Report on ‘Assaults on Operational Prison Staff by Prisoners’, a full review 
of the prisoner disciplinary system has begun. 

Given the substantive nature of the recommendations, the Irish Prison Service has an imple-
mentation plan in place and is in the process of implementing these recommendations.

16/05/2019WRA04300International Conventions

16/05/2019WRA0440025. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when 
the international agreement to prevent the sexual abuse of children known as the Lanzarote 
convention is to be ratified in view of the fact that Ireland is an outlier amongst European states 
in its failure to ratify this convention; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20946/19]

16/05/2019WRA04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy may recall 
that I recently outlined the position in relation to ratification of this Convention.  At that time I 
updated the House on the significant progress made in the ratification process within the term 
of this Administration, particularly through the introduction of legislation to give effect to the 
key criminal law provisions of the Convention. 

As I outlined to the House at that time, Ireland’s laws are in line with the Convention. This 
was largely achieved by the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017, which was a ground-
breaking piece of legislation.  It brought in a new offence of accessing child pornography on-
line.  It also criminalised grooming behaviour, such as communicating with a child online for 
the purpose of sexual exploitation.  Even prior to this Act, our legislation on child pornography 
included images of a person generated or modified by computer-graphics.  

In relation to other elements of the Convention, my Department has been carrying out a 
detailed review of compliance, in consultation with the Department of Children and Youth 
Affairs and other relevant stakeholders, such as the Garda Síochána and the Health Service 
Executive.  Information has been sought regarding the child protection, prevention and victim 
support aspects of the Convention, in order to determine Ireland’s compliance with its opera-
tional elements. 

The evaluation and legal analysis of this information will shortly be concluded with a view 
to enabling the ratification process to proceed as soon as possible.

16/05/2019WRA04600Witness Protection Programme
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16/05/2019WRA0470026. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to correspon-
dence sent to him on 1 March 2019 by this Deputy and further to Parliamentary Question No. 
33 of 30 January 2019, the arrangements he has taken to contact the person involved; the gen-
eral supports available to such persons in the State witness protection programme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21136/19]

16/05/2019WRA04800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As outlined in my re-
sponse to the Deputy’s Parliamentary Question No. 33 of 30 January 2019 and my response to 
correspondence from her on this matter, the security of persons who may be or who may have 
been witnesses in the criminal process is a matter for An Garda Síochána. 

However, I can assure the Deputy that when An Garda Síochána becomes aware of a poten-
tial threat to life, immediate steps are taken by Gardaí to mitigate against this danger and they 
will be best placed to advise the individual in question how best to proceed in this specific case. 

The Deputy will appreciate that the manner in which An Garda Síochána address potential 
safety threats to individuals is an operational matter for the Commissioner and his management 
team and I, as Minister, have no role in this regard. While I cannot comment on specific cases, 
I am willing to send details in relation to this case directly to An Garda Síochána and request a 
report on the matter. 

If the Deputy is in a position to provide these details to me confidentially, I will instruct my 
officials to make contact with the Garda authorities and I will revert to you again once a full 
report has been received. 

An Garda Síochána operates a Witness Security Programme to counter attempts by criminal 
gangs and other groups to prevent the normal functioning of the criminal justice system, includ-
ing through the threat and the use of violence and the systematic intimidation of witnesses.

The Deputy will understand that by virtue of the highly confidential nature of the Witness 
Security Programme, and the absolute need to maintain the protection and safety of persons who 
receive support from it, that it is not the practice to detail the specifics of its operation. However, 
I am advised that the Witness Security Programme is supported by provisions in the Criminal 
Justice Acts which deal with the intimidation of a witness or jurors, the trial of offences and the 
provision of evidence by video-link and that the operation of the Witness Security Programme 
and the resources required for it are kept under continuous review by An Garda Síochána.

16/05/2019WRA04900Prison Visiting Regulations

16/05/2019WRA0500027. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the protocols 
in place for parents, mainly fathers, in prison who have access to their children when they wish 
to speak with them or arrange prison visits while the parent is in prison; if he is satisfied with 
the arrangements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21051/19]

16/05/2019WRA05100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to advise the Dep-
uty that in accordance with the Prison Rules, all prisoners are entitled to receive by prior ap-
pointment not less than one visit from relatives or friends each week of not less than 30 minutes 
duration.  All prisoners in custody have a visitor panel and phone contact panel. It is up to each 
prisoner to identify the persons that they place on each panel. At this moment in time, only adult 
visitors (persons over 18) are logged and recorded by name and date of birth on the prison visi-
tor system. 

In 2018, 239,769 visitors entered the prison estate with 50,592 categorised as children. For 
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the first four months of 2019 the number of visitors to prisons was 78,423 of which 16,207 were 
recorded as children. 

The number of standard visits a prisoner may receive is directly linked to the regime level 
they have achieved under the terms of the Irish Prison Service Incentivised Regimes Policy. 

The Irish Prison Service Incentivised Regimes Policy provides for a differentiation of privi-
leges between prisoners according to their level of engagement with services and quality of 
behaviour. The main privileges offered include additional visits, additional phone calls and an 
increased daily gratuity depending on the regime level achieved. The objective is to provide 
tangible incentives to prisoners to participate in constructive activities and to encourage good 
behaviour, leading to a safer and more secure environment. The list of additional privileges 
varies between prisons and within different areas of a prison, depending on the operational and 
infrastructure requirements of each prison. 

A prisoner on basic regime level may receive 1 half-hour visit per week. A prisoner on 
standard regime level may receive 2 half-hour visits per week or combine both visits to have 
1 hour long visit where the prison arrangements can accommodate this request. A prisoner on 
enhanced regime level may receive 4 half-hour visits per week or combine the visits to have 2 
hour-long visits where the prison arrangements can accommodate this request.  All prisoners 
have the opportunity to become eligible for enhanced regime status provided they have met the 
required criteria for the preceding two months. A number of factors are taken into consideration 
and each prisoner’s eligibility is examined on a case by case basis.

The Irish Prison Service is committed to supporting the family relationships of impris-
oned parents, through the medium of the Governor-led Families and Imprisonment Group. This 
group is currently exploring best practice in community support and resettlement for families 
with an imprisoned parent, in conjunction with Tusla and others.

Facilities for open family visits are available in all prisons, and are allocated at the discre-
tion of the Governor, having regard to the incentivised regimes privilege level and individual 
prisoner circumstances. For example, a prisoner on basic or standard regime level who has suf-
fered a bereavement might be offered an open family visit, where possible within the safety and 
security parameters of the particular prison.  

The Irish Prison Service also provide family-friendly training to ‘front of house’ staff, which 
aims to improve staff awareness of the effects of imprisonment on families and allows staff to 
appropriately support families and children visiting prisons.

16/05/2019WRA05200Court Accommodation Provision

16/05/2019WRA0530028. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the work that has 
taken place to date in identifying a site for the planned courthouse in Navan, County Meath, as 
part of Project Ireland 2040; and if a town centre site will be prioritised in order to help urban 
regeneration. [18060/19]

16/05/2019WRA05400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts including the 
provision of accommodation for court sittings is the responsibility of the Courts Service which 
is independent in exercising its functions. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and have 
been advised by the Courts Service that Navan Courthouse is currently sitting in a single court-
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room at leased premises in Kennedy House, Navan, and criminal business has moved to Trim 
which is more suitable for custody business. 

The Deputy will be aware that Navan is included among a number of developments in rela-
tion to Courts Service accommodation requirements that are outlined under the Government’s 
National Development Plan 2018-2027 and the overall vision in Project Ireland 2040.  These 
include: 

- A major Family Law and Children’s Court Complex on a site adjacent to the Four Courts 
at Hammond Lane in Dublin;

- Further new or refurbished courthouses in regional cities and county towns where facilities 
remain substandard (including Galway City, Wicklow Town, Portlaoise, Tralee and Roscom-
mon); 

- Construction of standard county town type court facilities at a number of locations in 
County Dublin and also in North Kildare, Bray and Navan; 

- Regional Family Law Centres; 

- Further provincial locations such as An Clochan Liath (Dungloe) to serve as the Gaeltacht 
court for the region, and Tuam; and

- A nationwide condition survey of all court buildings in the estate will be undertaken to 
determine their condition and identify works required in relation to any issues identified and 
meet ongoing maintenance requirements. 

The precise allocation and timing of additional funding over the entire ten year period re-
mains to be fully determined.  In relation to Navan, I am also informed that the Courts Service 
has not yet identified a suitable site though a number of sites have been examined.  As part of 
this process, consideration is given to a number of factors including site location and suitability 
to provide appropriate accommodation and facilities generally for court users. 

16/05/2019WRA05500Garda Policing Plans

16/05/2019WRA0560029. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position with 
regard to the roll-out of a dedicated transport police; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21104/19]

16/05/2019WRA05700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised that An 
Garda Síochána engages extensively with transport operators and that a range of regional and 
local operations have been put in place to address incidents and issues that have arisen at spe-
cific locations.  There is ongoing communication between An Garda Síochána and the respec-
tive control centres, and access to good quality CCTV can assist the Gardaí when investigating 
serious incidents.  

I welcome Irish Rail’s plan to install more CCTV cameras and increase security patrols 
on DART carriages over the coming months, which is a positive step.  I would also favour the 
introduction of a text alert system which would facilitate customers to discreetly report any 
incidents as they develop on rail services.

The Deputy will be aware that An Garda Síochána already employ a wide range of opera-
tional measures aimed at tackling public-order offences and anti-social behaviour. These mea-
sures are underpinned by the existence of a comprehensive legal framework, which assists the 
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Gardaí in tackling this type of crime including provisions under:

- the Criminal Damage Act 1991;

- Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 1994;

- the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 2003; and

- the Intoxicating Liquor Acts 2003 and 2008.

For its part, the Government remains committed to ensuring that An Garda Síochána have 
all the necessary resources to tackle all forms of criminality in our communities. A total budget 
of €1.76 billion has been provided to An Garda Síochána in 2019, an increase of over €100 mil-
lion on the 2018 allocation. The Commissioner has now informed me that he plans to recruit a 
total of 600 trainee Gardaí in 2019 and, in addition, it is his intention to recruit a net 600 Garda 
Civilian Staff. This Garda Staff recruitment will allow the Commissioner to redeploy a further 
500 fully trained Gardaí from administrative duties to frontline policing in 2019.

The provision of these additional resources to the Commissioner is a key component in this 
Government’s approach to improving public safety throughout the country which will undoubt-
edly also benefit policing of transport services in Dublin and in other areas.

16/05/2019WRA05800Public Inquiries

16/05/2019WRA0590030. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if an individual (details 
supplied) has met the family of a person; the progress of the scoping exercise; the likely date for 
conclusion; if he will commission an independent inquiry into all aspects of the case following 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21137/19]

16/05/2019WRA06000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the House passed a motion last summer calling for the establishment of a public inquiry 
into the circumstances of the tragic death of Shane O’Farrell.  While wishing to respond ap-
propriately to the motion, I was conscious that the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission 
(GSOC) was investigating certain matters arising from the incident at the time.

At the end of January, following the completion of the GSOC investigation and having re-
ceived advice from the Attorney General, I concluded that the best way to proceed was to have a 
scoping exercise carried out to determine if there were matters that remained to be answered in 
the case and if so, the most appropriate way to have these investigated.  I informed the Govern-
ment of this approach and appointed retired District Court Judge Gerard Haughton to conduct 
a scoping exercise and to advise me in relation to the case.

I met with members of the O’Farrell family to inform them of the decision and I provided 
them with a copy of the terms of reference for Judge Haughton’s scoping exercise. I invited 
them to give their views on those terms of reference to the judge.  

In terms of the progress of the scoping exercise, I understand that Judge Haughton has met 
with the family to discuss the terms of reference and to seek their input into any amendments 
which might be required. 

I have now received a proposal for some changes to the terms of reference for the scoping 
exercise and I have asked the Attorney General for his advice on the changes proposed by Judge 
Haughton.  When I receive that advice I expect to be in a position to ask Judge Haughton to 
formally commence his scoping exercise.
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Thereafter, the terms of reference require Judge Haughton to provide me with an interim 
report within 8 weeks of the commencement of the scoping exercise.  He is free to make any 
recommendation he considers necessary and appropriate including the establishment of any 
of the various forms of statutory and non-statutory inquiry. Should he consider it necessary to 
recommend an inquiry, I have asked him to provide me with draft terms of reference.

16/05/2019WRA06100Public Sector Staff Sick Leave

16/05/2019WRA0620031. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of serv-
ing members of An Garda Síochána currently absent from work on sick leave due to stress-
related factors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21111/19]

16/05/2019WRA06300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the Garda Commissioner is statutorily responsible for the management of An Garda 
Síochána, and I, as Minister, do not have responsibility for this matter.

As such I have asked the Commissioner for the specific information requested and I will 
revert when it is to hand.

16/05/2019WRA06400Gangland Crime

16/05/2019WRA0650032. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
address recent events in Drogheda, County Louth, and the need for additional Garda resources; 
and if he will consider a model similar to that of the task force in the north inner city in response 
to ongoing drug-related incidents in the town. [20944/19]

16/05/2019WRA06600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, I have visited Drogheda on a number of occasions in recent months to meet with Gardaí 
involved in tackling this feud, including a visit two weeks ago with the Garda Commissioner. I 
have also been briefed by the Commissioner about the dedicated policing operation - Operation 
Stratus - that is in place in Drogheda and specifically targets this ongoing, highly volatile feud. 

Operation Stratus consists of high visibility patrols and checkpoints, days of action and co-
vert policing initiatives, targeting specific parties to the feud. The operations are supplemented 
by personnel from the regional armed support unit, the drugs unit and the divisional roads 
policing unit and have resulted in the seizure of considerable amounts of cash, firearms and 
controlled drugs.

I am informed that a number of arrests took place last weekend as part of Operation Stratus. 
On Friday Gardaí investigating on-going criminality in the Drogheda area attended the scene 
of a stolen burnt out car.  The follow up investigation led to three males being arrested and 
charged in relation to this incident.  On Sunday Gardaí searched a house in the Hill View area 
of Drogheda town. During the course of the search, Gardaí recovered quantities of cocaine and 
cannabis herb. Other paraphernalia including weighing equipment and documentation was also 
seized. I am informed that during the follow up operation a person was arrested and is currently 
detained for questioning under section 4 of the Criminal Justice Act, 1984.

As the Deputy is aware, the distribution of Garda resources is solely a matter for the Garda 
Commissioner and his management team and I have no role in such matters. However, I wel-
come the Commissioner’s recent announcement that an additional 25 Garda members will be 
allocated to Drogheda adding to the existing Garda strength of around 120 members.
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I also want to reassure the local community in Drogheda that there are specialised regional 
Armed Support Units based in the Northern Region at Dundalk and Ballyshannon Garda Sta-
tions. Members of these Units are highly trained and equipped with a variety of non-lethal and 
lethal weapons and perform high visibility armed checkpoints and patrols throughout the region 
and support and supplement the national Emergency Response Unit which has also been de-
ployed to Drogheda in recent times.  The Commissioner recently made an operational decision 
to establish a third Regional ASU in the Northern Region at Cavan Garda station, and I under-
stand that arrangements have commenced to establish this new unit in order to further support 
and strengthen Garda capacities in the region.  

I am determined that the situation in Drogheda cannot be allowed to continue.  There has 
been a sustained and concerted effort on the part of An Garda Síochána to bring those engaged 
in the feud to justice. I know An Garda Síochána are dedicated to tackling gang-related violence 
in Drogheda and ensuring the safety of all citizens in the community and the wider area.

16/05/2019WRA06700International Time Zones

16/05/2019WRA0680033. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has dis-
cussed the proposal of the clock change with his EU counterparts recently. [15420/19]

16/05/2019WRA06900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The proposal from the 
EU Commission would end seasonal clock changes with effect from 2021, with each Member 
State electing whether to remain on summer or winter time year round.  At present this proposal 
remains under discussion and has yet to be adopted.

Discussions with Members States have been progressed via the Transport, Telecommuni-
cations and Energy (TTE) Council and associated working group since the proposal was pub-
lished last September and are continuing - the next meeting of the Council is in June.  

A number of Member States, including Ireland, are conducting national consultation exer-
cises to inform their position, and we are also amongst those Member States which have argued 
that more time is required to properly consider the proposal and its implications.  All Member 
States have identified a requirement for coordination with neighbouring countries.   This is a 
particular consideration for us in the context of the UK and Northern Ireland.

An Interdepartmental Steering Group was established by my Department to consider the 
proposal, to guide a public consultation process and report to Government.  The public consul-
tation comprised a public survey and invitation of submissions from individuals and stakehold-
ers.  The Department also commissioned an opinion poll of a sample of respondents aligned 
with the national population. 

A detailed analysis of the responses has been carried out and I will bring a report to Govern-
ment shortly to assist in formulating the Irish position on the proposal.  Clearly, the implications 
for timezones on the island will be a key consideration in our approach. 

16/05/2019WRA07000Motor Insurance Fraud

16/05/2019WRA0710034. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress made in 
the establishment of a dedicated insurance fraud unit within An Garda Síochána; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [17723/19]

16/05/2019WRA07200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appreci-
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ate that it is the Garda Commissioner who is solely responsible for the distribution of Garda 
resources, including personnel among the various Garda Units, and I, as Minister for Justice 
and Equality, have no direct role in these matters.

As outlined in my response to parliamentary question number 458 of 8 May 2019 (PQ Ref. 
18716/19), the Garda Commissioner is of the view, with regard to fraud investigations includ-
ing insurance fraud, that a divisional focus is preferable rather than the establishment of a 
centralised investigation unit. This approach is aligned with a general divisional-focused Garda 
model. It is the intention of the Commissioner that the Garda National Economic Crime Bureau 
(GNECB) will guide divisions and provide training in the investigation of insurance fraud. 

The Cost of Insurance Working Group (CIWG) called for An Garda Síochána to explore 
the potential for further cooperation between it and the insurance sector in relation to insurance 
fraud investigation. An insurance funded Garda Unit was one option considered.  

While the Commissioner has indicated that he does not support industry funding of Garda 
units, he is open to considering other industry-funded proposals to combat insurance fraud, for 
example, IT projects and/or the appointment of analysts. The Department is currently engaging 
with An Garda Síochána to this end, exploring these options and any other potential avenues for 
cooperation with the insurance sector. 

On a wider level, much constructive engagement has taken place, including the commit-
ment by An Garda Síochána and Insurance Ireland’s Anti-Fraud Forum to meet on a regular 
basis in order to discuss and act upon current and ongoing general issues which arise in the area 
of insurance fraud. 

In relation to the scale of insurance claim fraud reported to An Garda Síochána, the most 
recent figures available to the Department show that in the period 1 October 2018 to 28 Febru-
ary 2019, 22 incidents of ‘insurance claim fraud’ were recorded on PULSE. Please note that this 
data is correct as at 4 March 2019, however it is operational and therefore subject to change.

Finally, while on the topic of insurance fraud investigation, I would also like to take this 
opportunity to congratulate AGS on its recent success under Operation Coatee, which targets 
insurance-related criminality. The GNECB, supported by Lucan Garda Station, CAB and the 
Armed Support Units, carried out searches in the west Dublin area in April 2019, with a view 
to submitting files to the Director of Public Prosecutions.

16/05/2019WRA07300Victim Support Services

16/05/2019WRA0740035. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is satisfied 
that there are sufficient supports for those who come forward to report historic allegations of 
sexual violence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21105/19]

16/05/2019WRA07500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The recent statistical 
release of the Central Statistical Offence relating to the victims of crime recorded by An Garda 
Síochána in 2018 provides very useful information on the profile of the victims of crimes of 
sexual violence. 

In considering this release, it is significant and to be welcomed that 63% of victims report-
ing crimes of sexual violence do so within one year. 

It is also significant that 25% of victims reporting sexual crime are reporting ten years or 
more after the incident. This speaks to some extent about the current climate in relation to re-
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porting. 

There are a wide range of reasons why people are hesitant to report sexual crime. The time 
of reporting figures are, therefore, heartening. The suite of victim related legislative measures 
enacted in recent years along with awareness raising efforts has created a climate where people 
feel more comfortable to report what is happening now and what has happened in the past. 

This is area where we need to maintain momentum and where we need to increase our ef-
forts to make reporting including of historical allegations of sexual violence more likely. 

In achieving this I can assure the Deputy that the Government is committed to address-
ing sexual violence and in fully supporting and assisting victims, including facilitating and 
enabling victims to come forward to report these horrific crimes regardless of the times such 
crimes were committed. 

Significant efforts and resources are being directed in tackling the problem of sexual vio-
lence including the following measures. 

- The Government’s Second National Strategy in tackling domestic, sexual and gender-
based violence 2016-2021, which is in place as our overall policy framework in tackling these 
issues.

- Our laws in supporting victims of crime have also been significantly reformed and strength-
ened in recent years. 

- Major structural and  cultural reform is also being seen within our overall policing re-
sponse to  sexual crime and in how An Garda Síochána is dealing with such crime and in sup-
porting victims of such offences.

- The Government has also approved a significant new national survey approach to the col-
lection of  data on the prevalence of sexual violence by the Central Statistics Office in Ireland 
and work is underway on this project. 

- Work is also well advanced on the review, being chaired by Tom O’Malley, which is ex-
amining the  protections for vulnerable witnesses in the investigation and prosecution of sexual 
offences. 

- Significant financial resources continue to be made available by the State in addressing 
sexual violence. As an example of this, Tusla, the Child and Family Agency is allocating fund-
ing in 2019 of €25.3 million to Domestic Sexual and Gender Based Violence Services, this 
represents an increase of €4.9 million since 2015. 

- €1.712m is also  being made available by the Victims of Crime Office in my Department 
in 2019 to 57 community and voluntary sector organisations providing victim support services 
including to projects which directly support victims of sexual crimes. 

Raising public awareness on these issues is also a key feature of our overall response in this 
area. As the Deputy will be aware, only last week I launched a major national awareness rais-
ing campaign on sexual harassment and sexual violence, the No Excuses campaign, on which 
we are set to spend in excess of €1m this year on the first year of the campaign. The aim of the 
campaign is to increase the awareness of sexual violence and to bring about changes in societal 
attitudes with the aim of decreasing and preventing this violence.

In concluding I would once again urge victims of sexual violence to continue to come 
forward to the Gardaí in reporting such violence including where this involves any historical 
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allegations of such crimes.

16/05/2019WRB00200Civil Defence

16/05/2019WRB0030036. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if he will ad-
dress reports of licensing issues regarding the participation of the Civil Defence in festivals and 
public events (details supplied); the nature of the issue; the role of the Pre-Hospital Emergency 
Care Council in this matter; the measures underway to resolve the matter; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21215/19]

16/05/2019WRB00400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): In 2015, the 
Government published the White Paper on Defence which includes a chapter on Civil Defence. 
Civil Defence is a volunteer based organisation of approximately 3,500 volunteers who give 
generously of their time and expertise for their community and in support of the Principal Re-
sponse Agencies.

The 2015 White Paper outlines that the Civil Defence Branch of my Department is respon-
sible for the strategic management and development of Civil Defence at a national level. It 
provides grant aid, policy advice and training to support local Civil Defence units. The White 
Paper recognises the important role of Local Government in the management of Civil Defence. 
The Civil Defence Officer who is an employee of the Local Authority is responsible for the day-
to-day management of Civil Defence in their Local Authority area. 

The Pre Hospital Emergency Care Council (PHECC) is the regulator for emergency medi-
cal services in Ireland and their role is to protect the public. The Pre Hospital Emergency Care 
Council require organisations who wish to be operational, to apply to them, for an annual li-
cence to operate.

When Civil Defence’s current operating licence was up for renewal in November 2018, my 
officials reviewed the current statutory declaration. That review identified that some assurances 
and details required as part of the licensing process are not within the control or remit of the 
Department of Defence as responsibility for operations rests with local authorities.

The Pre Hospital Emergency Care Council extended Civil Defence’s current licence to 30 
July 2019 to address issues identified as a result of the review.  

I fully appreciate the excellent services provided by Civil Defence volunteers.  In that con-
text, my officials have been working to resolve the Pre-Hospital Emergency Care Council li-
censing issue. My officials have been and continue to engage with Local Authority management 
through the Environment, Climate Change and Emergency Planning subcommittee of the City 
and County Managers Association and with senior management of the Pre Hospital Emergency 
Care Council. 

I have asked my officials to continue to engage constructively to ensure there is no diminu-
tion in the level of care and first aid cover that Civil Defence volunteers provide beyond 30 July 
2019.   

16/05/2019WRB00500Civil Defence

16/05/2019WRB0060037. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence when a meeting 
will be held between his officials, local authorities and an agency (details supplied) on the future 
of EMT care by the Civil Defence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21259/19]
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16/05/2019WRB00700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): A meeting be-
tween officials from my Department, representatives of the Local Authorities and with the 
agency concerned took place on 15 May 2019. The meeting follows on from a series of engage-
ments my officials have had with representatives of the Local Authorities through the City and 
County Managers and with the agency concerned, since the issue first arose in November 2018.

16/05/2019WRB00800Air Corps Operations

16/05/2019WRB0090038. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if we will pro-
vide clarity on concerns that have been raised on the future operation of the aeromedical service 
based at Custume Barracks, Athlone; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21260/19]

16/05/2019WRB01000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Air Corps 
provides a broad range of services in accordance with its primary security role.  It also under-
takes a diverse range of non-security-related tasks on an ‘as available’ basis including the provi-
sion of air ambulance services to the Health Service Executive (HSE). 

Since the commencement of the Emergency Aeromedical Support (EAS) Service in June 
2012, the Air Corps has completed over 2,350 missions. 

The EAS Service is a good example of the Air Corps and HSE combining their resources to 
deliver life-saving services for the people of Ireland.  There are no plans to change the current 
operation of the service based out of Custume Barracks, Athlone.  

16/05/2019WRB01100Foreign Conflicts

16/05/2019WRB0120039. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
status of the situation in Venezuela; the position of the EU and Ireland on same; the efforts made 
and ongoing to resolve this crisis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21230/19]

16/05/2019WRB01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Recent 
events in Venezuela and the escalation of tensions between both sides underscore the urgency 
of finding a negotiated solution to the already grave humanitarian, social and political crisis in 
the country. 

Actions by the Maduro administration and the Venezuelan security forces, including the de-
tention of the Vice President of the National Assembly Edgar Zambrano, are further examples 
of the deterioration in the situation. 

I fully support the statement issued by EU High Representative Federica Mogherini on 30 
April in which the European Union rejects any form of violence and calls for the utmost re-
straint to avoid the loss of lives and an escalation of tensions.  

On 9 May the EU called for Mr Zambrano’s immediate release, as well as calling for the 
civil rights, safety and parliamentary immunity of all members of the National Assembly, in-
cluding its President, Juan Guaidó, to be fully respected.  

EU Foreign Ministers discussed developments in Venezuela at the Foreign Affairs Council 
meeting in Brussels on 13 May.  I and EU colleagues reiterated our support for the EU’s Inter-
national Contact Group for Venezuela and its continuing efforts towards achieving a peaceful 
and democratic solution.
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A Ministerial level meeting of the International Contact Group took place in Costa Rica on 
6 and 7 May, and it has been working to create the conditions for the holding of free and fair 
presidential elections as soon as possible.  

The ICG recognises that the priority now is to avoid further escalation of an already ex-
tremely tense situation, and that to achieve this it is imperative to reinstate democracy, rule of 
law and separation of powers. I fully support the ICG’s statement that no actions of a repressive, 
judicial or political nature should be taken that would make this possibility more remote.  

I welcome the Group’s engagement with regional and international partners, including the 
Lima Group and CARICOM.  

I also fully support the ICG’s efforts to enable the urgent delivery of humanitarian aid to 
Venezuela in line with humanitarian principles, and welcome its recent announcement that it 
will establish a humanitarian working group in Caracas. Ireland is fully supportive of the €117 
million in assistance that has been provided to Venezuela since 2018. 

The United Nations continues to work to establish an effective humanitarian response sys-
tem and to deliver assistance to those most in need. It is important and urgent that humanitarian 
organisations have unimpeded access and can effectively deliver and significantly scale up as-
sistance swiftly, without constraints, free from any political interference. Needs are acute and 
the situation has been exacerbated by widespread interruptions to electricity and water supply.  

Ireland, together with our EU partners, stands firmly with the Venezuelan people and their 
legitimate democratic aspirations. I continue to strongly believe that there can only be a politi-
cal and democratic solution to the multiple crises facing the country. Officials in my Depart-
ment will continue to monitor the situation closely and I will continue to engage with EU col-
leagues on this important issue.

16/05/2019WRB01400Syrian Conflict

16/05/2019WRB0150040. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
status of the situation in Syria; the position of the EU on Syria; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21231/19]

16/05/2019WRB01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
situation in Syria remains grave. Since 2011, the Syria conflict has cost the lives of well over 
400,000 people. As the conflict enters its ninth year, nearly 12 million people are in need of 
humanitarian assistance inside Syria, and more than 80 per cent of people live below the pov-
erty line. Over 6 million people are displaced inside Syria, and a further 5.6 million have fled to 
neighbouring countries and the wider region. The Assad regime and its allies have repeatedly 
targeted civilians, through deliberate attacks, including chemical attacks, on civilian infrastruc-
ture such as homes, hospitals and schools, the use of “starve or surrender” techniques and the 
denial of humanitarian assistance, and forced displacement in the interest of demographic engi-
neering. Other groups, most notably ISIS, have also perpetrated atrocities. 

While the conflict had been less intense in recent months, in recent weeks there has been 
an escalation of the conflict in the north-west of Syria, in the area around Idlib. Conflict there 
between the regime and other armed groups has displaced 180,000 people, killing up to 120 
civilians, and injuring hundreds. I condemn in particular the airstrikes that are reported to have 
targeted medical facilities and schools. 

All parties must uphold their ceasefire commitments and cease military activities in the Idlib 
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region. Any attempt at a purely military approach to the situation there risks endangering hun-
dreds of thousands of others. Those with influence on the Syrian regime have a responsibility to 
exert pressure to ensure that civilians are protected, and to encourage the Syrian Government to 
engage fully with the UN-led peace process. 

Ireland and the EU firmly believe that eight years of war have shown that military action 
cannot bring lasting peace to Syria. We support the UN-led efforts to bring about a political 
resolution to the conflict, in accordance with the 2012 Geneva Communiqué and UN Security 
Council Resolution 2254. What is needed to bring a sustainable end to the violence is a Syrian-
owned and Syrian-led process. The EU provides direct assistance to the Geneva peace talks and 
has launched, in coordination with the UN, an initiative to develop political dialogue with key 
actors from the region to identify common ground. 

The UN Special Envoy’s efforts are currently focused on establishing a constitutional com-
mittee, made up of Syrians of different political views, to chart the way forward for the country 
and unlock a broader political process. The UN Special Envoy has been engaging directly with 
Russia, Turkey and Iran on this, and we believe that they have a responsibility to support and 
assist his efforts. 

At the EU-League of Arab States Ministerial meeting in February, I raised the ongoing con-
flict in Syria with my EU and Arab counterparts. At the EU-League of Arab States Summit in 
Egypt later that month, which the Taoiseach attended, EU and Arab countries reaffirmed their 
commitment to the UN-led process in Syria, and agreed that any sustainable solution to the Syr-
ian conflict requires a genuine political transition. 

Ireland is a strong and consistent donor to the Syria crisis response and our overall funding 
supports those in need inside Syria as well as Syrian refugees and vulnerable host communities 
in the region. In March 2019, Ireland pledged a further €25 million to the crisis, bringing the 
total amount of humanitarian assistance committed to the Syria crisis to over €143 million since 
2012 – our largest ever response to any single crisis. To date, Ireland has disbursed €138m of 
this funding. Through its annual contributions to the EU Institutions, Ireland also supports the 
EU’s humanitarian response in Syria.

16/05/2019WRB01700Human Rights

16/05/2019WRB0180041. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if the persecution of Christians has been raised at the EU Foreign Affairs Council; the efforts 
made to address this at EU level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21232/19]

16/05/2019WRB01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland 
strongly condemns all forms of persecution on the basis of religion or belief, irrespective of 
where they occur or who the victims are.  We are committed to promoting freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion, as well as the rights of persons belonging to religious minorities.  This 
commitment to promoting freedom of religion and belief is reaffirmed in the Global Island: 
Ireland’s Foreign Policy for a Changing World. 

Within the EU, Ireland works with partners to address the persecution of Christians and 
other religious minorities. The EU’s policy in this area is led by the Guidelines on Freedom of 
Religion or Belief, which were adopted during our Presidency  in 2013.  The EU Action Plan for 
Human Rights and Democracy 2015-2019  also includes an express reference to the promotion 
of freedom of religion or belief.  

The EU’s engagement and actions to promote and protect human rights across the globe is 
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summarised in the EU’s Annual Report on Human Rights and Democracy in the World 2018 
which was adopted by the Foreign Affairs Council at its meeting on 13 May.  It found that free-
dom of religion or belief continued to be under attack throughout the world in 2018 and that 
therefore the promotion and protection of Freedom of Religion or Belief remained a key prior-
ity in the EU’s external human rights policy.

During  2018, the EU consistently raised concerns about violations of freedom of religion 
and belief in the course of political dialogues with partner countries, including during more than 
20 human rights dialogues and consultations.  The EU continued to be a strong advocate for 
Freedom of Religion or Belief in UN Multilateral fora, including at the Human Rights Council 
and the UN General Assembly as well as in other international organisations including the Or-
ganisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and the Council of Europe.  

Finally the EU is providing financial support of over €5m in the period 2018-2022  to three 
interfaith projects in the Middle East and Africa which aim to enhance cultural pluralism and 
intercultural understanding related to religion or belief.  It has also increased its support to civil 
society projects on freedom of religion or belief under the European Instrument for Democracy 
and Human Rights up to €5.18m.  

16/05/2019WRB02000Northern Ireland

16/05/2019WRB0210042. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
status of talks to restart the Executive in Northern Ireland; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [21233/19]

16/05/2019WRB02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
continuing absence of vital institutions of the Good Friday Agreement is a source of deep con-
cern for the Government, as it is for the British Government.

On 26 April, the Prime Minister and the Taoiseach agreed to establish a new process of 
political talks, involving the five main parties, together with the British and Irish Governments.  
On 7 May, the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and I convened these talks in Belfast. The 
objective of this short, focussed process is to seek to quickly re-establish to full operation the 
institutions of the Good Friday Agreement - the Northern Ireland Assembly and Executive and 
the North-South Ministerial Council. 

There has been constructive engagement by party leaders and party representatives and this 
will need to be maintained over the coming weeks, to rise to the challenge of finding an agree-
ment.

The Secretary of State and I participated in a further meeting with party leaders at Stormont 
House on Tuesday 14 May, and we will meet with the party leaders again next week, to seek 
progress on the issues which need to be resolved in order to get an agreement on operating the 
devolved power-sharing institutions again.

The awful killing of Lyra McKee and the outpouring of public feeling that followed de-
mands a serious response at political level. People want to see real progress made. There is no 
patience for anything except urgent and determined progress.

Ultimately the challenge is for the parties to find an agreement. This will be difficult, but the 
two Governments believe that this can, and must, be achieved. 

The Prime Minister and the Taoiseach will review progress in the talks by the end of May 
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and consider any necessary further steps.

The devolved institutions of the Agreement are urgently needed so that the Assembly and 
power-sharing Executive can represent the interests of all of the people of Northern Ireland 
and address issues of concern. There are pressing decisions and issues across a range of areas, 
which require a functioning Executive and Assembly. The North South Ministerial Council is 
also essential to oversee and develop North South cooperation on matters of mutual interest, as 
provided for under the Good Friday Agreement.

The Government will continue to do everything in its power, in accordance with its respon-
sibilities as a co-guarantor of the Good Friday Agreement, to secure the effective operation of 
all of its institutions.

16/05/2019WRB02300Undocumented Irish in the USA

16/05/2019WRB0240043. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
status of efforts to resolve the issue of the undocumented Irish in the United States of America; 
the recent meetings held by the special envoy of Ireland in this regard; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21234/19]

16/05/2019WRB02500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Taoiseach and I have prioritised the issue of Irish immigration in the US since taking office. We 
will continue our efforts in this regard until we secure progress – both in terms of future legal 
immigration opportunities for Irish citizens, and also in securing a pathway for those Irish who 
are undocumented in order to regularise their status.  Special Envoy to the US Congress on the 
Undocumented, John Deasy T.D., has also worked closely on these issues with my Department.  

I visited the US in early February, for a series of engagements with the US Administration 
and Congressional leaders.  I raised immigration issues in these meetings, as I have done in 
all my interactions with the US Administration and US political leaders since taking office.  
Additionally, the Taoiseach had a range of engagements at the highest levels of the US Admin-
istration and with Congressional leaders over the St Patrick’s Day period.  John Deasy T.D. ac-
companied the Taoiseach on this visit, and the issue of the undocumented Irish was raised with 
the US Administration. 

In April, I was delighted to host events to mark the visit of the Speaker of the US House of 
Representatives, Nancy Pelosi, and to have the opportunity to discuss with her and the Con-
gressional delegation a range of topics of mutual concern.  Deputy Deasy also participated in 
the programme, as did officials from my Department.  Through those events and meetings with 
the Taoiseach and Minister Donohoe, I believe the Speaker and delegation were fully briefed 
on Irish interests, including on immigration issues and our concerns for those Irish who are 
undocumented in the US.

These engagements have already borne fruit.  I was pleased to note that an E3 Bill, which if 
passed, would offer new opportunities for Irish citizens to live and work in the US, was recently 
reintroduced into the US Congress. Much work still needs to be done for this Bill to become a 
reality, and we are under no illusions as to the challenging path ahead. Special Envoy Deasy is 
currently in Washington D.C. in connection with these latest developments, and is supported in 
his work by the Americas Unit of my Department, and Ireland’s Embassy in Washington, DC.

In addition to this work, my Department, including through our Embassy and Consulates 
in the US, work alongside the Irish Immigration Centres across the US on an ongoing basis to 
provide support to those Irish who are undocumented. Each Irish Centre receives significant 
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Government funding through the Emigrant Support Programme for its work, including support 
for vulnerable Irish and the undocumented. In 2018, over €3 million was allocated to 76 organi-
sations across the US, including the Irish Centres.

16/05/2019WRB02600Human Rights Cases

16/05/2019WRB0270044. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 85 of 8 May 2019, if he will request the United Arab 
Emirates authorities to ensure conditions are improved for the person. [21276/19]

16/05/2019WRB02800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I re-
main worried about the case referred to by the Deputy. UN human rights experts last week 
expressed concern that the individual may have been kept in solitary confinement, and in condi-
tions of detention which do not meet the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prison-
ers. The experts claim that these conditions have had a serious impact on the individual’s health. 
The UAE authorities have strongly denied these claims.

The Irish Embassy in Abu Dhabi is monitoring this case, in coordination with other EU 
Member States. The EU delegation in Abu Dhabi, acting on behalf of EU diplomatic missions, 
has raised the case directly with the UAE authorities on multiple occasions, and will continue 
to seek updates regarding the health and well-being of the individual. 

As I have stated, it is unacceptable that anyone should be imprisoned for peacefully exercis-
ing their fundamental freedoms, and Ireland continually advocates for freedom for civil society 
actors to operate in a safe and enabling environment. 

My Department will continue to monitor this case and will continue to relay Ireland’s hu-
man rights concerns to the UAE authorities, whenever opportunities arise.

16/05/2019WRB02900Insurance Data

16/05/2019WRB0300045. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of household 
insurance policies, employer liability insurance policies and public liability insurance policies, 
respectively entered into in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21177/19]

16/05/2019WRB03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset, it is important to note 
that while as Minister for Finance, I am responsible for the development of the legal framework 
governing financial regulation, my Department does not collect the type of information being 
sought by the Deputy. I am also informed that the Central Bank of Ireland does not collect the 
type of information being sought either.  

In order to be helpful as possible my Department contacted Insurance Ireland to see whether 
they held this information as it pertains to its members. However they informed my officials 
that they do not collect this information. However, I understand that the Insurance Ireland 
Factfile for 2017 will be published shortly, and that it will provide aggregate data with regard 
to premium levels, claims, underwriting results and other financial data.  The Insurance Ire-
land 2016 Factfile is available on their website at www.insuranceireland.eu/media/Factfile%20
2016-Final.pdf.

16/05/2019WRB03200VAT Rate Application
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16/05/2019WRB0330046. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Finance if under the VAT directive it is pos-
sible to charge a different or reduced rate for the sale of apartments to the sale of other types of 
residential properties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21201/19]

16/05/2019WRB03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The VAT rating of goods and services is 
subject to EU VAT law, with which Irish VAT law must comply. Under the EU VAT Directive it 
is not permissible to differentiate between the supply of different types of residential property, 
such as apartments and houses, for the purpose of applying VAT rates. 

16/05/2019WRB03500Insurance Data

16/05/2019WRB0360047. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the average flood insurance 
claim for households here; the number of household flood insurance claims in 2018; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21236/19]

16/05/2019WRB03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset, it is important to note 
that while as Minister for Finance, I am responsible for the development of the legal framework 
governing financial regulation, my Department does not collect the type of information being 
sought by the Deputy.  

My Department contacted Insurance Ireland for any details they might hold on behalf of 
their members in relation to this matter. Insurance Ireland has however advised my officials 
that they do not collate, publish or communicate any data relating to claims information at a 
granular level from their members. However their 2017 Factfile will be published shortly. It will 
include details on:

- Gross Written Premium;

- Net Written Premium;

- Net Earned Premium;

- Net Incurred Claims;

- Number of Claims Reported; 

- Net Underwriting Result;

- Estimated Investment Income; and, 

- Estimated Net Operating Result.

The Insurance Ireland 2016 Factfile is available on their website at www.insuranceireland.
eu/media/Factfile%202016-Final.pdf.

Insurance Ireland has previously advised that property insurance policies cover a range of 
perils such as fire, storm, theft, water damage, and that it is not possible for them to isolate the 
number of burst pipes, fluvial or coastal flooding claim figures. It has however collated figures 
on severe weather events (storm and flood) in an aggregated form in relation to the number of 
claims occurred and the gross cost of claims occurred for all property claims. According to the 
latest data available from Insurance Ireland, the aggregate cost to insurers of adverse weather 
events for the period 2013-March 2018 is approximately €311 million.  

In conclusion, the Government is satisfied that its existing policy and investment in relation 
to flooding which is focused on the development of a sustainable, planned and risk-based ap-
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proach to dealing with flooding problems is the best way forward. This commitment is under-
pinned by a significant capital works investment programme by the OPW and Local Authori-
ties, complemented by the exchange of information with the insurance industry on completed 
flood defence schemes. This approach should lead to the increased availability of and lower 
cost for flood insurance and further improve the already high level of coverage in this country 
compared with many other jurisdictions.

16/05/2019WRB03800Help-To-Buy Scheme

16/05/2019WRB0390048. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Finance if an application (details sup-
plied) can be amended following a drawdown; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21322/19]

16/05/2019WRB04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy has raised a specific is-
sue with regard to the Help to Buy scheme which is provided for by section 477C of the Taxes 
Consolidation Act. 

I am advised by Revenue that there is not enough information provided in the details sup-
plied to enable Revenue to address the matter raised.  If Deputy Kehoe provides the details and 
contact information of the taxpayers concerned to Revenue, Revenue will follow-up directly 
with them on the query raised.

16/05/2019WRB04100Legislative Process

16/05/2019WRB0420049. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when he expects Report 
Stage of the National Surplus (Reserve Fund for Exceptional Contingencies) Bill 2018 to be 
held in Dáil Éireann; the timeline for enacting the legislation; the estimated time it will take 
to establish the fund once legislation is passed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21332/19]

16/05/2019WRB04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware Report 
Stage of the National Surplus (Reserve Fund for Exceptional Contingencies) Bill 2018 had 
originally been scheduled for Tuesday 16 April. Due to the time given to debating other matters 
on the evening concerned it was not reached. The re-scheduling of Report Stage is a matter for 
final agreement between the Party Whips but my Private Office has received preliminary indi-
cations that it will be taken before the end of May, subject to the publication of the exact Order 
of Business for the week concerned.  

Subject to agreement between the Whips it is the Government’s intention to complete the 
Bill’s passage through the Oireachtas before the summer recess and to have the President sign 
it into law as soon as possible thereafter. 

While there is currently no timetable for the first payments into the fund (€1.5 billion trans-
fer from the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund and first €500 million annual transfer from the 
Exchequer), profiled Exchequer transfers generally take place towards the end of the year, 
therefore it would be envisioned that, subject to the legislation being enacted in 2019, the first 
payments would take place toward the end of 2019. 

16/05/2019WRB04400Home Loan Scheme
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16/05/2019WRB0450050. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his views on expanding the 
Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme; the extra amount he is prepared to authorise; if the fund-
ing borrowed to fund the scheme is included in the national debt calculation; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [21333/19]

16/05/2019WRB04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan 
was launched on 1 February 2018. Prior to its launch, a tranche of €200 million of long-term 
fixed-rate finance was borrowed by the Housing Finance Agency (HFA) to provide funds for 
the scheme to local authorities. 

The amount of €200 million initially provided for the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan 
(RIHL) was based on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government’s estimates 
of expected drawdown of loans under the scheme over a three year period. From the data col-
lected on the scheme to date, it is clear a further tranche of funds would need to be borrowed 
by the HFA for the scheme to continue to operate as there has been a greater than anticipated 
demand for the RIHL. As the HFA is on the state’s balance sheet any borrowings it makes are 
part of General Government Debt. 

I understand the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government is presently car-
rying out an internal review and the future of the scheme is being discussed by that Department 
with the Departments of Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform. Upon conclusion of the 
review a decision will be made on the future of the RIHL and the relevant Ministers will be in 
a position to make a statement on the scheme. 

16/05/2019WRC00200Office of Public Works Data

16/05/2019WRC0030051. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of OPW annual visitor cards sold in each of the years 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019, 
in tabular form. [21252/19]

16/05/2019WRC00400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): Number of Heritage Cards sold in 2017, 2018 and 2019 (verified 2019 figures 
only available up to 31/3/19)

2017 2018 1/1/19 – 31/3/19   
Total 14,683 14,268 1,312 
 

16/05/2019WRC00500Office of Public Works Expenditure

16/05/2019WRC0060052. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount of funding provided to each OPW heritage site in each of the years 2017, 2018 and to 
date in 2019, in tabular form. [21253/19]

16/05/2019WRC00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works is responsible for the conservation, management 
and presentation of:

- approximately 1,000 National Monuments that are in State ownership or guardianship at 
768 locations 
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- 32 other significant Historic Properties.

The conservation and presentation of these sites to the public involves a range of activities 
including major and minor conservation projects, ongoing maintenance of both buildings and 
grounds and works to facilitate or improve the presentation and interpretation of sites includ-
ing Guide services, which are provided at 70 sites around the country, on either a fulltime or 
seasonal basis.

As the National Monuments estate is funded as a single entity with a corresponding skilled 
workforce to cover major requirements in relation to conservation and other tasks, it is not pos-
sible to readily provide a breakdown of spending per site.  The Table below reflects the overall 
amount spent on the National Monuments estate for the years in question. 

2017 2018 2019 (to date)
25,762,614 27,949,707 8,730,266

OPW provides protection, maintenance, presentation and day-to-day management of a 
number of other historic State owned properties.  A breakdown of spending by site of funding 
provided to all such properties for the years in question is given hereunder.  In a certain number 
of cases, (eg: Phoenix Park) spending at smaller sites in the same vicinity are bundled within the 
larger properties which hold management and maintenance responsibility for them.

Name of Site 2017 2018 2019 YTD
Altamount €337,461 €316,800 €101,351
Annesgrove €852,584 €667,127 €87,988
Battle of the Boyne €933,927 €727,884 €175,481
Blasket Visitor Centre €197,820 €122,617 €40,006
Botanic Gardens €2,703,924 €2,831,311 €934,276
Casino Marino €81,403 €13,438 €533
Castletown €1,907,081 €1,933,727 €469,208
Derrynane €408,802 €443,160 €103,184
Doneraile €347,256 €456,859 €238,660
Dublin Castle €3,932,429 €4,571,141 €1,402,272
Emo Court €617,958 €647,229 €394,895
Farmleigh €3,104,565 €2,907,409 €1,242,479
Fota Arboretum €268,706 €286,310 €81,619
Garden of   Remembrance €186,563 €164,584 €61,369
Garinish Island €573,946 €498,391 €107,628
Glebe Gallery €363,284 €292,272 €74,352
Heywood €136,429 €117,037 €18,445
Iveagh Gardens €144,502 €153,101 €39,139
JFK Memorial   Park €771,600 €1,038,060 €242,172
Kilkenny €1,938,547 €1,905,726 €580,615
Kilmacurragh €329,922 €352,939 €110,118
Phoenix Park €4,566,245 €4,171,881 €1,165,660
Rathfarnham Castle €166,107 €147,536 €35,753
RHK €10,426 €11,121 €0
St. Endas €801,507 €786,599 €231,597
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Name of Site 2017 2018 2019 YTD
St. Stephen’s Green €993,816 €1,124,338 €355,406
War Memorial Gardens €290,023 €338,262 €88,511

€26,966,834 €27,026,859 €8,382,717

https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-05-16_pq-52-16-may-2019_en.pdf  

16/05/2019WRC00800Garda Station Refurbishment

16/05/2019WRC0090053. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of Garda stations in County Kildare due for or in the course of refurbishment; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21312/19]

16/05/2019WRC01000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I can confirm the Office of Public Works have works relating to refurbishment, 
renovation or updating of facilities, undergoing or planned, in seven Garda Stations in County 
Kildare. Details are included below and incorporate works funded by both the Office of Public 
Works and An Garda Síochána.

Garda Station   Description of current/planned works.   
Clane GS   Minor fabric repairs to floor and walls   
Naas GS   New Property Evidence Management Store; Upgrade of Kitchen 

facilities;, new floor covering in the Public Office; Work to the Com-
munications Room, External maintenance works.   

Kilcock GS   Power and data supply to the Public office, Toilet refurbishment works   
Kildare GS   Boiler Upgrade, External maintenance works   
Leixlip GS   Canteen refurbishments works, Works to the Public Office   
Monasterevin GS   External maintenance works   
Newbridge GS   Security work at the Air Support Unit   

16/05/2019WRC01100Drainage Schemes Status

16/05/2019WRC0120054. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
proposed works are due to be carried out on a glasha (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21206/19]

16/05/2019WRC01300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works (OPW) carries out a programme of Arterial Drain-
age Maintenance to a total of 11,500 km of river channel and approximately 730 km of embank-
ments nationally. These maintenance works relate to arterial drainage schemes completed by 
the OPW under the Arterial Drainage Acts 1945 and 1995.  However, the area in question is not 
within the Arterial Drainage Maintenance Scheme.

Local flooding issues are a matter, in the first instance, for each Local Authority to in-
vestigate and address, and County Councils may carry out flood mitigation works using their 
own resources.  The OPW operates the Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection 
Scheme.  This purpose of this scheme is to provide funding to Local Authorities to undertake 
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minor flood mitigation works or studies to address localised flooding and coastal protection 
problems within their administrative areas.  The scheme generally applies to relatively straight-
forward cases where a solution can be readily identified and achieved in a short time frame. Full 
details are on our website www.opw.ie

 I am advised by my Office that funding of €148,370 has been approved to Kerry County 
Council under the OPW Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme for 
flood mitigation works at Clieveragh, Listowel, Co Kerry.  I understand, however, that the 
works being undertaken under the Minor Works Scheme in Clieveragh are south of the property 
in question.

 It is a matter for the local authority to progress these works. Any queries relating to these 
works should be directed to the local authority.

16/05/2019WRC01400Public Sector Pensions

16/05/2019WRC0150055. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the reason 
a person (details supplied) has not received increases to the person’s pension. [21265/19]

16/05/2019WRC01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Under the 
current pension increase policy for pre-existing pension schemes agreed as part of the Public 
Services Stability Agreement 2018-2020 (PSSA), with effect from 1 September 2017, pay in-
creases applied to serving staff in 2016 and 2017, as well as those approved over the course of 
the Agreement, are passed on to qualifying pensions. A pension will qualify for an increase if 
the pay rate on which it is based does not exceed the pay rate of a serving member of staff with 
the same grade and scale point, after the pay increase has been applied. Assuming it qualifies, 
the pension is increased to the extent that this will ensure alignment with the pay of the serv-
ing staff member. All pension paying authorities in the public service received instructions to 
pass on pay increases to pension recipients in accordance with this policy by means of DPER 
Circulars 20/2017 and 02/2018. 

Separately, the FEMPI 2015 Act and the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 Act 
substantially lessened both the impact of the Public Service Pension Reduction (PSPR) and the 
numbers of pension recipients affected by it in 2018 and 2019, and the effects will extend even 
further in 2020. Since 1 January 2018, the majority of public service pensions have not been 
subject to PSPR.

The matter of identifying and processing any pension increase and/or PSPR reduction or 
removal due to any individual pension recipient falls to the Department/Office or public ser-
vice body that administers the relevant pension scheme. I understand that the individual in the 
case referred by the Deputy retired from a body that comes under the aegis of the Department 
of Education and Skills. Accordingly, any request for more detailed information regarding the 
status of the pension in question by reference to the policies I have outlined should be directed 
to my colleague the Minister for Education and Skills.

16/05/2019WRC01700School Admissions

16/05/2019WRC0180056. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to a situation in which a child (details supplied) has been denied access to a school; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21175/19]



16 May 2019

33

16/05/2019WRC01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department’s main re-
sponsibility is to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all pupils seeking 
school places in an area. However, this may result in some pupils’ not obtaining a place in the 
school of their first choice. As schools may not have a place for every applicant, a selection 
process may be necessary. This selection process and the enrolment policy on which it is based 
must be non-discriminatory, and must be applied fairly in respect of all applicants. 

Under section 15 (2) (d) of the Education Act, 1998, each school is legally obliged to dis-
close its enrolment policy and to ensure that, as regards that policy, principles of equality and 
the right of parents to send their children to a school of the parents’ choice are respected. 

Section 29 of the Education Act, 1998 provides for an appeal by a parent or guardian to the 
Secretary General of my Department where a Board of Management of a school, refuses to en-
rol a student in a school. I understand that an appeal has been taken in respect of this child and 
that this appeal was not upheld. My Department has no authority to compel a school to admit a 
pupil, except in the case of an appeal under Section 29 of the Education Act, 1998 being upheld.

The Educational Welfare Service (EWS) of the Child and Family Agency (Tusla) is the 
statutory body which can assist parents who are experiencing difficulty in securing a school 
placement for their child. The EWS can be contacted at 01-7718815 or 01 7718500

In relation to the role of religion in school admission, the Deputy will be aware that Section 
11 of Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 has amended the Equal Status Act 2000 to 
remove, in the case of recognised denominational primary schools, the provision in that Act 
that previously permitted such schools to use religion as a selection criterion in school admis-
sions.  Under this provision, which was commenced in October 2018, there is a protection to 
ensure that a child of a minority faith, can still access a school of their faith.  In that regard, the 
provision provides that a recognised primary school does not discriminate where it admits as a 
priority a student from a minority religion who is seeking admission to a school that provides a 
programme of religious instruction or religious education which is of the same religious ethos 
or a similar religious ethos to the ethos of the student seeking admission.  

The Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) is the authority which deals with all com-
plaints of discrimination under equality legislation.

16/05/2019WRC02000Special Educational Needs Service Provision

16/05/2019WRC0210057. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of plans 
to open an autism unit in a school (details supplied); the timeframe for same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21176/19]

16/05/2019WRC02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Individual school boards of 
management have responsibility for the establishment of special classes.  

When the NCSE sanction a special class in a school, the school can apply to my Department 
for capital funding to re-configure existing spaces within the school building to accommodate 
the class and/or to construct additional accommodation.  

The Deputy is aware that the NCSE formally advised me that there is insufficient special 
class capacity in Dublin 15. I want to assure the Deputy this issue is being taken very seriously.

I have already urged schools, Boards of Management and school patrons to do more to fulfil 
obligations to provide specialist school places for children and young people with special needs.
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I have been assured that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is actively 
engaging with schools, patron bodies, parents, the National Educational Psychological Service 
(NEPS), health professionals and other staff who are involved in the provision of services for 
children with special educational needs to try to ensure that each child has a school placement 
appropriate to their needs for the 2019/20 school year.

I expect that this will result in schools in the area, including the school referred to by the 
Deputy, agreeing to establish special classes.

I have asked the NCSE to keep in regular contact with the Parents of the children concerned 
and advise them of progress.

16/05/2019WRC02300Schools Building Projects Applications

16/05/2019WRC0240058. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when planning 
permission will be submitted to Meath County Council for the development of temporary ac-
commodation for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21188/19]

16/05/2019WRC02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department submitted a 
planning application to Meath County Council on Tuesday 14 May 2019 for the interim accom-
modation for the school to which the Deputy refers.  A decision is awaited.

16/05/2019WRC02600Emergency Works Scheme Applications

16/05/2019WRC0270059. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ad-
dress the difficulty facing a school (details supplied) regarding a retrospective application for 
emergency funding due to a serious works issue that arose over the Christmas period. [21193/19]

16/05/2019WRC02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school to which the 
Deputy refers submitted an application for funding under my Department’s Emergency Works 
Scheme. This was refused as it was for retrospective funding of works which progressed with-
out prior approval by the Department. 

School authorities should be aware that they are responsible for the management of funding 
for any expenditure incurred by them or members of their staff. In particular, they should be 
certain of their ability to fund such works prior to them being authorised.

16/05/2019WRC02900Student Grant Scheme Reform

16/05/2019WRC0300060. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
review and amend the income disregards for student grants to take account of flood relief pay-
ments received from the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21199/19]

16/05/2019WRC03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The statutory based Student 
Grant Scheme and Student Support Regulations are reviewed annually by my Department, fol-
lowing consultation with various stakeholders. 

The Student Grant Scheme and Student Support Regulations for the 2019/20 academic year, 
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were published on 11 April 2019. 

SUSI’s online grant application system opened on 25 April 2019. Details of this scheme can 
be accessed via the SUSI website at https://susi.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Student-Grant-
Scheme-2019.pdf.

The treatment of the Flood Damage Relief Measure operated by the Department of Agri-
culture, Food and Marine, will be considered in the context of the review of the 2020 Scheme.  

Students in third-level institutions experiencing exceptional financial need can apply for 
support under the Student Assistance Fund. This Fund assists students, in a sensitive and com-
passionate manner, who might otherwise be unable to continue their third level studies due to 
their financial circumstances. Information on the fund is available through the Access Office 
in the third level institution attended. This fund is administered on a confidential, discretionary 
basis. 

16/05/2019WRC03200Autism Support Services

16/05/2019WRC0330061. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 290 of 8 May 2019, if his attention has been drawn to the fact that 
initial building work is already complete and that the schools in question have been open since 
10 April 2019; when he expects the addition of special classes on the site to be completed; the 
contact he has had with stakeholders on this issue; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [21213/19]

16/05/2019WRC03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department is providing grant funding to facilitate the construction of a Special Needs 
Base at St Francis of Assisi National School, Belmayne, Dublin 13  and Belmayne Educate 
Together National School.  

My Department will be in contact with the Boards of Management of both schools shortly 
in the context of initiating the architectural planning process to provide this accommodation.

16/05/2019WRC03500School Services Staff

16/05/2019WRC0360062. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on corre-
spondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21224/19]

16/05/2019WRC03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I recognise the very important 
work done by school secretaries, and indeed by other support staff, in the running of our schools 
and I am grateful to them for the contribution they make to our education system.  I have spoken 
to a number of school secretaries about their employment conditions and understand the issues 
they have raised.

I have recently relaxed the moratorium for those C&C and ETB schools with enrolments of 
700 and more which allow them to employ an additional School Secretaries up to a maximum 
of two per school. There are 91 schools in the C&C and ETB Sector who meet this criteria, 
based on the information currently available to this Department. This is an initial step and has 
taken immediate effect.

Schemes were initiated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of Clerical Officers and Care-
takers in schools.  The schemes were withdrawn completely in 2008.  
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These schemes have been superseded by the more extensive capitation grant schemes.  The 
current grant scheme was agreed in the context of the Programme for Economic and Social 
Progress, published in 1991.  

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools now receive assistance to provide 
for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under these grant schemes.  It is a matter for 
each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular needs. 
Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff taken on 
to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility for the 
pay and conditions rests with the school. 

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers, including through an indepen-
dent arbitration process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 
10% between 2016 and 2019 for staff and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 be phased in 
over that period.  This arbitration agreement covers the period up to 31 December 2019.  

The arbitration agreement was designed to be of greatest benefit to lower-paid secretaries 
and caretakers. For example, a Secretary or Caretaker who was paid the then minimum wage of 
€8.65 per hour in 2015 prior to the arbitration has from 1 January 2019, been paid €13 per hour 
which is a 50% increase in that individual’s hourly pay. 

Officials from my Department attended a meeting of the Joint Committee on Education and 
Skills on the 9th   of April to discuss the status of non-teaching staff.

The FÓRSA trade union have requested a meeting with the Department to discuss pay ar-
rangements for grant-funded Secretaries and Caretakers from 2020 onwards. The Department 
has agreed to arrange a meeting with the Union and is currently making arrangements for this 
meeting to take place in late May/early June.

16/05/2019WRC03800Childcare Education and Training Scheme

16/05/2019WRC0390063. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the childcare sup-
ports available to a person (details supplied) participating in an ETB course in circumstances in 
which there are no available places in the only local registered childcare facility and no other 
registered childcare providers exist; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21227/19]

16/05/2019WRC04000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The Childcare Education and Training Support Programme (CETS) which is administered by 
the Department of Children and Youth Affairs provides childcare to training course participants 
on courses provided by the Local Education and Training Boards.

In circumstances where anyone is experiencing difficulty in securing a place they should 
contact their local City or County Childcare Committee for assistance.

I understand that the Deputy also requested this information from my colleague, Katherine 
Zappone, Minister for Children and Youth Affairs and that more detailed information in relation 
to available supports has been provided in her reply.

16/05/2019WRC04100School Transport Appeals

16/05/2019WRC0420064. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if consideration 
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will be given to correspondence of 7 May 2019 regarding an appeal by a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21241/19]

16/05/2019WRC04300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually. 

The child in question is not eligible for school transport under the terms of this scheme as 
he is not attending the nearest school that is resourced to meet his special educational needs.  

Decisions made by, or on behalf of, the Department of Education and Skills regarding the 
provision of school transport services and/or grant-aid under the terms of the School Transport 
Schemes may be appealed to the School Transport Appeals Board.  

The School Transport Section of my Department has advised an Appeal has not been sub-
mitted for the child referred to by the Deputy.

Appeals may be made on-line at www.schooltransportappeals.ie or by downloading an Ap-
peals Form from the Department’s website at www.education.ie and posting it to the School 
Transport Appeals Board, c/o Department of Education and Skills, Tullamore, Co. Offaly R35 
Y2N5.

Details of the School Transport Appeals Board is available on the Department’s website at 
www.education.ie.

16/05/2019WRC04400School Accommodation Provision

16/05/2019WRC0450065. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has con-
tractual arrangements with companies to provide school prefabs; the details of companies or 
organisations that own the school prefabs in use in view of the fact that his Department will pay 
€19 million in renting same in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21247/19]

16/05/2019WRC04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to inform the Deputy 
that generally, where schools require temporary accommodation including prefabs, the school 
authority is responsible for acquiring this accommodation and the rental contract is between the 
school authority and the supplying contractor. 

As the rental grant-aid is devolved to schools, my Department does not hold records of all 
contracts held by school authorities for rental of temporary accommodation including prefabs.

16/05/2019WRD00200Schools Building Projects Status

16/05/2019WRD0030066. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the 
short-listing of contractors for a school (details supplied) has been completed; if firms or con-
tractors in County Donegal have been successful in the short-listing process; the number of 
firms and contractors in County Donegal that applied to be short-listed for the contract; the 
timeframe for the next part of the tendering process; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21270/19]
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16/05/2019WRD00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
the school to which the Deputy refers is at an advanced stage of architectural planning Stage 2b 
(Detailed Design), which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of 
tender documents.  All statutory approvals have been secured.

The Design Team is currently in the process of completing the pre-qualification process to 
select a shortlist of contractors for tender stage.  The outcome of the pre-qualification process 
has been notified to contractors who expressed interest in tendering for this project.  Feedback 
and issues arising from same are currently being dealt with by the Design Team.  In the circum-
stances, it would be inappropriate at this point in time for my Department to comment on the 
composition of the shortlist.

In parallel with the pre-qualification process the Design Team is currently working on a 
submission to the Department outlining the steps required to achieve compliance with Part L of 
the Building Regulations 2017 (NZEB - “Near Zero Energy Building”).

When the pre-qualification process has been completed and the design team’s NZEB sub-
mission has been considered and any consequential amendments to Stage 2(b) design and ten-
der documents have been implemented this project will then be progressed to tender stage.

A tender stage normally takes between 7 and 8 months to complete. 

16/05/2019WRD00500Teachers’ Remuneration

16/05/2019WRD0060067. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding a qualified teacher (details supplied); if the teacher is paid in line with point one of the 
teaching pay scale in spite of pre-2009 years of experience; if the person’s past teaching experi-
ence will be recognised; if the person’s experience in different professions will be recognised; 
if this experience can be viewed as incremental credit; if the teacher’s service can be backdated 
to November 2018 when the person began teaching; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [21282/19]

16/05/2019WRD00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The criteria for the award 
of incremental credit to Post-Primary teachers who are teaching in an Oireachtas funded post 
are contained in Department Circulars 29/2007 and 29/2010. The criteria contained in these 
Circulars were agreed under the auspices of the Teacher Conciliation Council. This Council is 
comprised of representatives of the teacher unions, school management bodies, the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform, and the Department of Education & Skills and is chaired by 
an Official of the Workplace Relations Commission. 

My Department has recently received applications for incremental credit from the person 
referred to by the Deputy. These applications will be considered in accordance with the criteria 
outlined in the circulars and the applicant will be notified of the outcome.

16/05/2019WRD00800Emergency Works Scheme Appeals

16/05/2019WRD0090068. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will review a 
decision made to refuse funding under the emergency works grant for toilet facilities at a school 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21284/19]

16/05/2019WRD01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school to which the 
Deputy refers submitted an application for funding under my Department’s Emergency Works 
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Scheme. This was refused as it was for works which progressed without prior approval by the 
Department.  

School authorities should be aware that they are responsible for the management of funding 
for any expenditure incurred by them or members of their staff. In particular, they should be 
certain of their ability to fund such works prior to them being authorised.  

Should the school authority wish to submit a further appeal, they should accompany it with 
a copy of an Occupational Therapist’s report recommending the works and confirmation that 
the new facility is constructed in accordance with my Department’s Technical Guidance Docu-
ments.  Upon receipt of this documentation, the application will be assessed and a final decision 
will issue directly to the school authority

16/05/2019WRD01100Insurance Costs

16/05/2019WRD0120069. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he is tak-
ing to ensure that a school (details supplied) is not forced to close due to rising insurance costs; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21319/19]

16/05/2019WRD01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department is aware of 
issues relating to rising insurance costs in some special schools which have been brought to my 
Department’s attention, through correspondence received from a number of special schools, 
including the School referred to by the Deputy, and through discussions with the National As-
sociation of Boards of Management in Special Education (NABMSE).

Officials from my Department have been in contact with the board of this School and are 
working as a matter of urgency with NABMSE and other relevant government departments, 
including the State Claims Agency, to seek a resolution to the issue of increased insurance costs 
in special schools. 

16/05/2019WRD01400Protected Disclosures

16/05/2019WRD0150070. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the actions he took 
when a protected disclosure from a teacher in an education and training board (details supplied) 
was received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21338/19]

16/05/2019WRD0160071. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the case of a teacher that submitted a protected disclosure and has since been 
dismissed by an education and training board (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [21339/19]

16/05/2019WRD01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 70 and 71 together.

It would not be appropriate for me to comment on matters pertaining to a specific case in-
volving an individual employee of an Education and Training Board (ETB). ETBs are separate 
statutory bodies established under the Education and Training Board Act 2013 and there are 
agreed procedures for the management of disputes within those organisations, including for the 
management of protected disclosures. 

Notwithstanding these processes an individual employed by Waterford Wexford Education 
and Training Board (WWETB) has been in contact with my Department since early 2018. Hav-



Questions - Written Answers

40

ing reviewed the issues raised in that correspondence in conjunction with the criteria as laid 
down in the Protected Disclosures Act 2014 the matters raised did not appear to fall within the 
parameters of the 2014 Act as the actions described were not relevant wrongdoings but rather 
workplace grievances. 

 My officials outlined to the correspondent the options available to them to resolve those 
grievances in light of agreed procedures between employers and employees in the education 
sector including referral as appropriate to the Workplace Relations Commission. 

16/05/2019WRD01900Departmental Circulars

16/05/2019WRD0200072. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 206 of 19 February 2019, if his attention has been drawn to the fact that an 
education and training board (details supplied) has failed to follow agreed disciplinary and 
grievance mandatory procedures; and his views on the failures of the education and training 
board to follow mandatory circulars in matters concerning its workforce and disciplinary pro-
ceedings. [21340/19]

16/05/2019WRD02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Matters relating to the regu-
lation of discipline fall within the responsibility of the Education and Training Board as the 
employer, subject to the agreed procedures.

Circular 0048/2018 sets out the disciplinary procedures for teachers and Principals em-
ployed by Education and Training Boards (ETBs). The procedures were negotiated and agreed 
with the education partners in accordance with the Education Act and the ‘Towards 2016’ na-
tional pay agreement. 

Where an ETB is dealing with performance or conduct issues in respect of a teacher, the 
use of Circular 0048/2018 is mandatory. The procedures set out in Circular 0048/2018 may be 
commenced or ceased at different stages by the employer depending on the circumstances of 
the individual case concerned. 

The Circular sets out a clear stage-based process for the handling of disciplinary processes, 
including a mechanism for appeal to an independent appeals board. It may also be open to an 
individual teacher to pursue their statutory employment rights through the Workplace Relations 
Commission where appropriate depending on the circumstances of the case.

16/05/2019WRD02200Residency Permits

16/05/2019WRD0230073. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
to be followed in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21303/19]

16/05/2019WRD0240081. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current and 
expected residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [21302/19]

16/05/2019WRD02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 73 and 81 together.

I am advised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service that, in response to a no-
tification under Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person concerned has 
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submitted written representations. 

These representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, will 
be fully considered, under section 3(6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other 
applicable legislation, in advance of a final decision being made. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility, which has been specifical-
ly established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

16/05/2019WRD02600Garda Overtime

16/05/2019WRD0270074. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the Garda over-
time budget has been cut; if so, the areas of operation affected; if such overtime cuts apply to 
the Louth Garda division; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21226/19]

16/05/2019WRD02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is re-
sponsible for managing and controlling the administration and business of An Garda Síochána, 
including the Garda overtime budget. Further, the allocation of Garda resources is a matter for 
the Commissioner, in light of identified operational demands. As Minister, I have no direct role 
in these matters.

I have asked the Garda Commissioner for the information requested and when it is received 
I will write directly to the Deputy.

16/05/2019WRD02900Prison Service Staff

16/05/2019WRD0300075. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to improve the 
wages and conditions of nursing staff in prisons; if he will address the anomaly in which they 
have not benefitted from recent improvements awarded to general nursing staff; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21246/19]

16/05/2019WRD03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Prison Service that it employs 133 nursing grades and a further 13 nurse managers.

Like all civil and public servants, the terms and conditions of nurses in the Irish Prison Ser-
vice, including that of remuneration, is a matter of Public Service pay policy, which is overseen 
by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

I am advised that the provisions of the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018 – 2020 
apply to those unions who have confirmed in writing to the Workplace Relations Commission 
that they agree to be bound by the terms of the agreement and that this includes the Irish Prison 
Officers Association.  The Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 provides for a range of 
benefits for those public servants who have accepted and comply with the terms of the PSSA 
including accelerated and more advantageous phased series of pay increases up to October 
2020 as part of the unwinding of FEMPI legislation.  Nursing grades within the Irish Prison 
Service are encompassed within the PSSA and the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act.  The 
parties to the PSSA also agree (under clause 8.3) that “there will be no cost-increasing claims 



Questions - Written Answers

42

for improvements in pay or conditions of employment by trade unions, Garda and Defence 
Force associations, or employees during the period of the Agreement.”

16/05/2019WRD03200Judicial Appointments

16/05/2019WRD0330076. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to increase 
the number of justices to alleviate the lengthy delays in the High Court between a criminal case 
being ready for trial and the first available trial date; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21287/19]

16/05/2019WRD03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the 
responsibility of the Courts Service which is independent in exercising its functions.  Further-
more, the scheduling of court cases and the allocation of court business is a matter for the Presi-
dents of the Courts and the presiding judges who are, under the constitution, independent in the 
exercise of their judicial functions.

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has advised that the President of the High Court keeps waiting times in the Cen-
tral Criminal Court under ongoing review.  The Courts Service works with the President and 
the judiciary to improve waiting times and, where specific issues are identified, resources are 
targeted at areas of greatest need.  I understand that the President of the High Court has been as-
signing an additional High Court Judge to the Central Criminal Court, where possible, bringing 
the number of judges assigned to the Central Criminal Court to 6. 

The Courts Service has further advised that waiting times for trials in the Central Criminal 
Court at present are at 12 months, which is in line with recent years. 

Central Criminal Court    

Year  Waiting Times
 2019  12 months
 2018  11 months
 2017  12 months
 2016  13 months
 2015  13-14 months

The Courts Service has informed me that the 6th Central Criminal Court has been sitting in 
venues in Munster (mainly Cork) since October 2018 and this will continue for the foreseeable 
future. Trials have also been scheduled for Limerick in July, October, and December 2019. This 
elicits significant savings for An Garda Síochána and for the Irish Prison Service, as well as 
making matters easier for victims, witnesses and their families. 

The Deputy will also be aware that judicial appointments are made by the President acting 
on the advice of the Government in accordance with articles 13.9 and 35.1 of the Constitution. 

There is currently provision in legislation, most recently changed by Section 1 of the Courts 
Act, 2015,  for 1 President of the High Court and 39 Ordinary Judges of the High Court. The 
Government endeavours to ensure that judicial vacancies across the courts are filled in a timely 
manner. Currently, there are no such vacancies in the High Court.
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16/05/2019WRD03500Deportation Orders Re-examination

16/05/2019WRD0360077. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current or 
expected residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [21293/19]

16/05/2019WRD03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person con-
cerned is the subject of a Deportation Order signed on 13 January 2009.   

Representations have been received on behalf of the person concerned requesting that the 
deportation order be revoked, pursuant to the provisions of Section 3(11) of the Immigration 
Act 1999 (as amended).  

This request will be considered as soon as possible.  A decision will then be made to either 
“affirm” or “revoke” the existing deportation order.  This decision will be communicated in 
writing.  In the meantime, the deportation order remains valid and in place.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

16/05/2019WRD03800Residency Permits

16/05/2019WRD0390078. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current or 
expected residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [21294/19]

16/05/2019WRD04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be aware 
from my previous response on 28th February last that the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration 
Service (INIS) of my Department wrote to the person concerned on 25th February, 2019, seek-
ing further information and documentary evidence in respect of a request for permission to 
remain in the State. 

I understand that the information and documentation remains outstanding.  However, it re-
mains open to the person concerned to address the issues raised by INIS and the matter will be 
given detailed consideration upon receipt of a response from the individual concerned.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

16/05/2019WRD04100Naturalisation Applications

16/05/2019WRD0420079. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
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to be followed to achieve naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21295/19]

16/05/2019WRD04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that there is no record of an 
application for a certificate of naturalisation on behalf of the person referred to by the Deputy. A 
determination on whether an applicant satisfies the statutory criteria attendant to naturalisation 
can only be made after an application is received.

Where sections 6A and 6B of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, 
are applicable, a child born in the island of Ireland on or after 1 January 2005 has an entitlement 
to Irish citizenship if, at the time of the birth of the child, one of his or her parents had, during 
the period of 4 years immediately preceding the person’s birth, been resident in the island of 
Ireland for a period of not less than 3 years or periods, the aggregate of which is not less than 
3 years. Periods of unlawful residence, periods of residence which were for the sole purpose of 
having an application for refugee status determined or periods of residence where permission 
was granted for the purposes of study are excluded from the determination of periods of reckon-
able residence. Entitlement of a child to Irish citizenship is determined by the Passport Office 
following receipt of an application for a passport on the child’s behalf. 

Where a child born in the State did not at birth have an entitlement to Irish citizenship, the 
parent or guardian or person who is in loco parentis to the child may lodge an application for 
naturalisation on behalf of the child if and when the conditions for naturalisation are satisfied, 
including a requirement to have 5 years residence in the State.

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and I know the Deputy will appreciate that it is important that appropriate procedures are 
in place to preserve the integrity of the process.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

16/05/2019WRD04400Naturalisation Applications

16/05/2019WRD0450080. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21296/19]

16/05/2019WRD04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the application for a 
certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy continues to be processed 
and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. If further documentation 
is required it will be requested from the applicant in due course.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.
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It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range 
of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing 
the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility, which has been specifical-
ly established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Question No. 81 answered with Question No. 73.

16/05/2019WRE00300Naturalisation Applications

16/05/2019WRE0040082. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current and 
expected residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [21304/19]

16/05/2019WRE00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the application for a 
certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy continues to be processed 
and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. If further documentation 
is required it will be requested from the applicant in due course.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range 
of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing 
the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility, which has been specifical-
ly established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

16/05/2019WRE00600Residency Permits

16/05/2019WRE0070083. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current and 
expected residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [21306/19]

16/05/2019WRE00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person concerned 
submitted a request on 17 April, 2019 for renewal of their permission to reside in the State on 
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Stamp 5 conditions, which is due to expire on 16 May, 2019.

I am also advised that INIS wrote to the person concerned on 17 April, 2019 advising that, 
as of 1 May, 2018, such applications must be made on the prescribed application form and in-
clude relevant supporting documentary evidence. To date, no correspondence has been submit-
ted in response to that request. However, I understand it remains open to the person concerned 
to submit an application, without delay, to INIS.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility, which has been specifical-
ly established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

16/05/2019WRE00900Prisoner Rehabilitation Programmes

16/05/2019WRE0100084. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which education and rehabilitative training in the prison system is offered to all first-time of-
fenders, with particular reference to the need to encourage such persons away from a life of 
crime; the number of such persons that have benefitted from rehabilitation in each of the past 
five years; the number of repeat offenders that were offered places in the same period; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21307/19]

16/05/2019WRE01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to inform the Dep-
uty that the Irish Prison Service provides a wide range of rehabilitative programmes to those 
in custody that include education, vocational training, healthcare, psychiatric, psychological, 
counselling, welfare and chaplaincy services. These programmes can offer purposeful activity 
to those in custody while serving their sentences and encourage them to lead law abiding lives 
on release.  These programmes are available in all prisons and all prisoners are eligible to use 
the services, including first time offenders and repeat offenders. 

I can advise the Deputy that it is not possible to provide the statistics requested in relation 
to education and rehabilitation training, as the manner in which statistics are compiled does not 
distinguish between first time offenders and repeat offenders.  

16/05/2019WRE01200Prisoner Rehabilitation Programmes

16/05/2019WRE0130085. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which research has shown the benefit of rehabilitative training for prisoners in each of the past 
five years to date, with particular reference to its effect on recidivism; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21308/19]

16/05/2019WRE0140090. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which his Department continually reviews the effect of education and rehabilitation within the 
prisons as a means of discouraging recidivism; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21314/19]

16/05/2019WRE01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 85 and 90 together.

The Irish Prison wish to inform the Deputy that in line with Government policy in focussing 
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on rehabilitative initiatives, the Irish Prison Service has in recent years, placed a much greater 
emphasis on rehabilitative and support services to prevent reoffending and support desistance 
from crime.  The Irish Prison Service provides a wide range of rehabilitative programmes that 
include education, vocational training, healthcare, psychiatric, psychological, counselling, wel-
fare and spiritual services.  Access to these services is a critical feature for offenders in address-
ing their offending behaviour.

While specific statistics are not available, evidence shows that addressing such factors as 
education, employment, housing, drug and alcohol misuse, attitudes and self control, institu-
tionalisation and life skills contributes to reduced reoffending. 

The latest data in relation to recidivism rates for offenders who were given a custodial sen-
tence or community sanction is contained in the fourth set of recidivism studies published by 
the Central Statistics Office in November 2016.  

There has been a continued reduction in the recidivism level for the cohort of prisoners re-
leased in 2010, these are the latest figures available on the Central Statistics Office website. The 
Prison Recidivism Studies for 2007, 2008 and 2009 showed a recidivism rate of 55%, 51% and 
47.5% respectively. The overall figure for 2010 is 45.1% which represents a reduction of 10% 
since these studies commenced.   

The Central Statistics Office are currently working on the studies for the cohort of people 
released in 2011 and 2012 and it is anticipated that these reports will be published in the next 
6 months.

16/05/2019WRE01600Prisoner Data

16/05/2019WRE0170086. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
prisoners on bail in respect of more than one offence; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21309/19]

16/05/2019WRE01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can advise the Deputy 
that I have made enquiries in relation to the number of persons on bail for more than one offence 
and I am advised that this information is not available. 

As the Deputy may be aware, the decision to grant bail in a particular case is a matter for 
the presiding Judge, who is independent in the exercise of his or her judicial functions. There is 
also a Constitutional presumption in favour of the grant of bail as, under Irish Law, a person is 
presumed innocent until proven guilty.

The Criminal Justice Act 2017 strengthens the operation of the bail system with the aim of 
making the law as effective as possible in protecting the public against crimes committed by 
persons on bail.   

Under the Act, a Court, in considering an application for bail, is required to have regard to 
persistent serious offending by an applicant for bail and the nature and seriousness of any dan-
ger presented by the grant of bail to a person charged with an offence that carries a penalty of 
10 years’ imprisonment or more.  The Court will also have the power, in certain cases, to hear 
evidence from the victim of an offence before a decision on bail is taken.  

Where an accused person is granted bail, the Act provides for stricter bail terms for repeat 
serious offenders, strengthens Garda powers to deal with breaches of bail, increases the use of 
curfews, and, where requested by Gardaí, allows for the introduction of electronic tagging for 
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those on bail in certain circumstances.

16/05/2019WRE01900Prison Accommodation

16/05/2019WRE0200087. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of prison places available in prisons nationally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21310/19]

16/05/2019WRE02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware 
the Irish Prison Service collates and publishes the prisoner population breakdown on a daily 
basis and this information is available on the Irish Prison Service website www.irishprisons.
ie. This breakdown includes the number of prisoners incarcerated and the bed capacity in each 
prison. The information can be found in the Information Centre – under Statistics & Informa-
tion – Daily Prisoner Population. 

The Irish Prison Service also collates a quarterly census on cell occupancy and this informa-
tion is also available on the Irish Prison Service website www.irishprisons.ie.  The information 
can be found in the Information Centre – under Statistics & Information – Census Reports. 

16/05/2019WRE02200Garda Strength

16/05/2019WRE0230088. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of gardaí available for duty on a given day; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21311/19]

16/05/2019WRE02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the Garda Commissioner is statutorily responsible for the management of An Garda Sío-
chána, including personnel matters, and I, as Minister, do not have responsibility for this matter.

I am informed by the Commissioner that as of the 31 March 2019, the latest date for which 
information is available, the overall strength of An Garda Síochána was 14,160 with 517 Re-
serves and 2,646 Civilians. 

I can assure the Deputy that this Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible 
police presence throughout the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engage-
ment, provide reassurance to citizens and to deter crime.  

Since the reopening of the Garda College in September 2014, almost 2,600 recruits have 
attested as members of An Garda Síochána and have been assigned to mainstream duties na-
tionwide. Garda numbers reached the target of 14,000 by the end of 2018 and are on track to 
reach 15,000 by 2021.  

The Commissioner has this year been provided with an additional €100 million bringing his 
budget to almost €1.8 billion, which includes provision for the recruitment of up to 800 Gardaí 
this year. The Commissioner has now informed me that he plans to recruit a total of 600 trainee 
Gardaí in 2019 and 600 Garda Civilian Staff.  This Garda Staff recruitment will allow the Com-
missioner to redeploy a further 500 fully trained Gardaí from administrative duties to frontline 
policing in 2019. 

I believe that the injection of this large number of experienced officers into the field, along 
with the new recruits, will be really beneficial in terms of protecting communities. This and on-
going recruitment will clearly provide the Commissioner with the resources needed to deploy 
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increasing numbers of Gardaí to deliver a visible effective and responsive policing service to 
communities across all Garda Divisions.

 For more general information on Garda Facts and Figures please see the link below:

 www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures.

16/05/2019WRE02500Gangland Crime

16/05/2019WRE0260089. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which An Garda Síochána has at its disposal all the necessary provisions to deal with organised 
crime in all areas nationally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21313/19]

16/05/2019WRE0270093. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the degree to 
which An Garda Síochána continues to combat the activity of organised criminal gangs; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [21317/19]

16/05/2019WRE02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 89 and 93 together.

Addressing organised crime is a key policing priority for the Government and An Garda 
Síochána with significant resources dedicated to supporting Gardaí in their work to tackle crim-
inal gangs, including mobile gangs, that seek to target our communities.

Since the re-opening of the Garda College in September 2014, just under 2,400 Garda re-
cruits have been assigned to mainstream duties nationwide, including 800 new Garda during 
2018. The resources provided by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprec-
edented levels, with an allocation for 2019 of €1.76 billion, an increase of over €100 million on 
the 2018 allocation. 

The Commissioner plans to recruit a total of 600 trainee Gardaí in 2019 in addition to 600 
civilians.  This recruitment will facilitate the Commissioner in redeploying a further 500 fully 
trained Gardaí from administrative duties to frontline policing in 2019.  The Government’s 
commitment to increase the overall strength of the force to 15,000 Gardaí will be achieved by 
2021.

The manner in which the resources of An Garda Síochána are deployed, including person-
nel, is a matter for the Garda Commissioner and his management team. I am informed by the 
Commissioner that the additional resources have enabled him to assign extra staff to specialist 
units involved in tackling organised crime, including the Armed Support Unit, Garda National 
Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau, the National Bureau of Criminal Investigation, and the 
Criminal Assets Bureau.

There are a number of successful Garda operations in place to disrupt the activities of crimi-
nal gangs. Operation Thor, launched in November 2015, focuses on burglary and related crime.  
Up to May 2019, it has resulted in over 200,900 targeted checkpoints and more than 356,300 
crime prevention patrols carried out nationwide. It has led to approximately 10,000 arrests 
and 11,550 charges covering a range of offences which, in addition to burglary, have included 
handling stolen property, possession of firearms and drugs offences.  An Garda Síochána will 
continue to exert pressure on the gangs and individuals responsible for these type of offences.  

Operation Hybrid was deployed in response to the escalation in violence between organ-
ised crime gangs in the Dublin Metropolitan Region. Up to May 2019, it has resulted in almost 
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77,000 high visibility checkpoints.  It is based on a three-pronged approach - prevention, in-
vestigation and targeting.  Figures on arrests and charges under Operation Hybrid are currently 
being prepared by An Garda Síochána.

The results of these and other operations of An Garda Síochána demonstrate the clear com-
mitment to tackling organised crime gangs and working towards making our communities safer.  

Question No. 90 answered with Question No. 85.

16/05/2019WRE03000Gangland Crime

16/05/2019WRE0310091. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if member-
ship of criminal gangs will be prescribed by law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21315/19]

16/05/2019WRE03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Tackling organised crime 
is a key priority for the Government and An Garda Síochána.  

From time to time, the question arises about providing for an offence of membership of a 
criminal gang in a manner similar to the approach taken in the Offences Against the State Acts 
with regard to membership of a proscribed organisation.

Organised crime is constantly evolving and several issues arise in seeking to simply outlaw 
membership of a criminal gang in such a manner. Most significant is the fact that a criminal 
gang is unlikely to have the permanency of organisation and structure that a subversive organi-
sation has traditionally had.  Relationships in criminal gangs tend to be more fluid, with shifting 
memberships and alliances. New splinter groups and new gangs can form overnight. 

Part 7 of the Criminal Justice Act 2006 (as amended by the Criminal Justice (Amendment) 
Act 2009) establishes a number of offences targeting the activities of those involved in or-
ganised crime.  These offences include participation in a criminal organisation and directing 
a criminal organisation.  The latter offence specifically targets those in criminal organisations 
who give the orders without requiring their direct participation in the commission of criminal 
offences.  On conviction, this offence carries a penalty up to life imprisonment. 

The Criminal Justice Act 2006 also makes it an offence to conspire with one or more per-
sons to do an act that constitutes a serious offence, irrespective of whether such act actually 
takes place or not. Evidential provisions as to the existence of a criminal organisation were 
introduced aiding prosecution for the offences under the Act.  Provision was also introduced so 
that where a serious offence is committed as part of or in furtherance of a criminal organisation, 
it shall be treated as an aggravating factor for the purpose of determining sentence. 

In recent years a number of other legislative measures have been introduced to tackle gang-
related and associated crime. The Proceeds of Crime (Amendment) Act 2016 provides addi-
tional powers for Gardaí, in particular, powers to allow for the immediate seizure of assets 
suspected of being the proceeds of crime. An Garda Síochána and in particular the Criminal 
Assets Bureau are already making use of these provisions. 

Overall I believe that sufficient legislation already exists for the prosecution of offences 
relating to organised crime and to target the proceeds of crime. An Garda Síochána, with the 
support of  significant additional resources provided to it by this Government, is determined to 
address gangland violence in our communities. 
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16/05/2019WRE03300Criminal Assets Bureau

16/05/2019WRE0340092. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which the Criminal Assets Bureau successfully continues to pursue organised crime; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21316/19]

16/05/2019WRE03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the Criminal Assets Bureau (CAB) is a multi-agency statutory body established under 
the Criminal Assets Bureau Act, 1996. The Bureau’s remit is to target a person’s assets, wher-
ever situated, which derive, or are suspected to derive, directly or indirectly, from criminal 
conduct. Since its inception, the Bureau has been at the forefront of fighting organised crime in 
this jurisdiction and disrupting the activities of criminal gangs by depriving them of ill-gotten 
assets.

The Bureau is widely regarded as a best practice model in the context of combatting organ-
ised crime. Its structure and powers have been modelled by other jurisdictions. It works closely 
with law enforcement bodies at national and international levels and continues to relentlessly 
pursue the illicit proceeds of organised crime activity. The actions of the Bureau send a strong 
message to criminals and to local communities that profiting from crime won’t be tolerated.

Reflecting the Government’s commitment to ensure that the Bureau is adequately resourced, 
the CAB’s staffing and budgetary allocation has increased significantly in recent years. Since 
2016, the Bureau’s staffing resources have increased from 71 to its current level of 84, with staff 
numbers due to rise to 91 during this year. Similarly, the Bureau’s budgetary allocation has gone 
up from €7.042 million in 2016 to €8.603m in 2019.

The increased resources of the CAB have given rise to substantially increased levels of 
Bureau activity and its successful operations have become a regular feature in media reports. 
In 2018, the Bureau brought 30 new Proceeds of Crime proceedings before the High Court, up 
from 28 in 2017 and 13 in 2016. This is the largest number of new cases ever commenced by 
the Bureau in a single year. Likewise, the money returned to the State as a result of CAB actions 
increased from €3.8 million in 2016 to €4.3 million in 2017.  The provisional figure for 2018 is 
in excess of €5.6 million.

CAB is supported in its work by a nationwide network of trained Asset Profilers. Asset pro-
filers work hand-in-hand with local Garda Management and communities towards the objective 
of denying and depriving criminals of assets. The number of asset profiles submitted to the 
Bureau, by the nationwide network, increased from 66 in 2016 to 184 in 2018, a 178 per cent 
increase. This increase has been driven by the growth in the number of Garda, Revenue and 
Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection personnel who have been trained as 
Asset Profilers.  There is now a national network of almost 380 trained asset profilers compared 
with 279 at the end of 2017.

Question No. 93 answered with Question No. 89.

16/05/2019WRE03700Garda Training

16/05/2019WRE0380094. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which ongoing training is available to An Garda Síochána, with particular reference to the need 
to ensure that the force is fully equipped in every way to take on modern gangland crime; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [21318/19]
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16/05/2019WRE03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for managing An Garda Síochána, 
including the training of its members and civilian staff and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter. However I can assure the Deputy that investing in the capacity of An Garda Sío-
chána to tackle criminals and enforce the law effectively is a key objective of this Government’s 
response to tackling crime.  An Garda Síochána continues to develop and implement operations 
and strategies to target, dismantle and disrupt organised criminal networks, utilising advanced 
analytical and intelligence methodologies. 

I am informed by the Commissioner that the additional resources coming on stream have 
enabled him to assign extra resources to specialist units involved in tackling organised crime, 
including the Emergency Response Unit (ERU), Armed Support Unit (ASU), Garda National 
Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau, the National Bureau of Criminal Investigation, and the 
Criminal Assets Bureau.

The ERU is a highly-trained and well-equipped special intervention capability that is sup-
ported by a number of regional Armed Support Units and range of other resources across the 
Garda organisation. ASUs have been established in each of the six Garda Regions to provide an 
armed response capacity and capability on a Regional basis which support and supplement the 
national ERU. Members of the ASUs are also highly trained and equipped with a variety of non-
lethal and lethal weapons and perform high visibility armed checkpoints and patrols throughout 
their respective Regions. 

The Deputy will be aware that there are also a number of successful Garda operations in 
place to disrupt the activities of criminal gangs.  

Operation Thor was officially launched in November 2015 and focuses on burglary and 
burglary related crime.  The scale of Garda activity under Operation Thor  (as of 7 May 2019) 
has resulted in over 200,900 targeted checkpoints and more than 356,300 crime prevention pa-
trols carried out nationwide. This concentrated policing activity has produced in the region of 
10,000 arrests and 11,550 charges covering a range of offences which, in addition to burglary, 
have included handling stolen property, possession of firearms and drugs offences.  An Garda 
Síochána will continue to bring pressure on the gangs and individuals responsible for these type 
of offences.  

The Deputy will also be familiar with Operation Hybrid which has been deployed as a result 
of an escalation in violence between organised crime gangs in the Dublin Metropolitan Region.  
The strategic objective of Operation Hybrid is to have a three-pronged approach - preventative, 
investigative and targeted.  As of 5 May, there have been in the region of 76,700 high visibil-
ity checkpoints carried out under Operation Hybrid.  An up to date  breakdown of  arrests and 
charges is currently being prepared by An Garda Síochána.

The resources provided by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented 
levels, with an allocation for 2019 of €1.76 billion.  This represents an increase of over 6% over 
the initial allocation for 2018.

With respect to tackling cross border crime, there is strong ongoing co-operation between 
the Gardaí and the PSNI in respect of the full range of policing activities.  A joint Cross-Border 
Policing Strategy operates between the two services.  The Strategy covers the range of policing 
activities and contains a series of initiatives in which both police services are actively engaged.  

The Joint Agency Task Force established under the Fresh Start Agreement engages the two 
police services in a lead role in structured strategic and operational co-operation in combatting 
cross-border organised crime.  The Joint Agency Task Force is a positive example of the exten-
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sive North-South co-operation that is undertaken between the police and other law enforcement 
agencies aimed at tackling crime and enhancing the safety of all communities on this island.  

An Garda Síochána has a structured training delivery infrastructure nationally with facilities 
throughout the country.  The organisation is expanding its training infrastructure and has en-
gaged in procurement processes which allow the use of external training facilities. The organi-
sation is moving towards a blended learning approach, and is presently using e-learning and 
collaborating with the National Digital Learning Centre at DCU to develop further in this area. 

I can assure the Deputy that the Government remains committed to ensuring An Garda 
Síochána have all the necessary resources to tackle all forms of criminality that affects our 
communities. 

16/05/2019WRE04000Legislative Process

16/05/2019WRE0410095. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he expects 
the report stage of the Judicial Council Bill 2017 to be held in Seanad Éireann; the timeline for 
introducing the Bill in Dáil Éireann; the timeline for establishing a committee on the council 
to deal with personal injury awards pursuant of the recommendation from the Personal Injuries 
Commission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21331/19]

16/05/2019WRE04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the Judicial Council Bill completed Committee Stage in the Seanad just over one month 
ago.  In addition to the amendments which I introduced in relation to the important matter of 
sentencing guidelines, I was also able to take the opportunity offered by Seanad Committee 
Stage to ensure that the training function of the Judicial Studies Committee includes a specific 
reference to assessing damages in personal injury claims.  I believe that this is indicative of my 
support for reform in this area.  

 My current priority in relation to the Bill is to introduce, at an early stage, amendments 
which address the recommendations contained in the Second and Final Report of the Personal 
Injuries Commission insofar as personal injuries guidelines are concerned.  The work of my 
Department on this matter is almost complete and I expect that I will be able to seek Govern-
ment approval for the formal drafting of the necessary amendments very soon.  I will then move 
as quickly as possible thereafter to table those amendments for consideration at Report Stage 
in the Seanad. 

 Once the Bill has completed all Stages in Seanad Éireann and has been introduced in Dáil 
Éireann, its progress will, to a large extent, be a matter for this House itself to determine.  It is 
my intention to have the Bill enacted as soon as possible.  Once the Bill has passed work will 
begin immediately to establish the Judicial Council and its related Committees.

16/05/2019WRF00200Corporate Governance

16/05/2019WRF0030096. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the role her Department plays in ensuring that multinationals here operate according to the 
principles laid down in the Tripartite Declaration of Principles concerning Multinational Enter-
prises and Social Policy; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21274/19]

16/05/2019WRF00400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Tripartite Declaration of Principles concerning Multinational Enterprises and Social Policy 
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(MNE Declaration) is a non-binding ILO instrument providing guidance to enterprises on so-
cial policy and inclusive, responsible and sustainable workplace practices. Its principles are 
addressed to MNEs, governments of home and host countries, and employers’ and workers’ 
organizations. The Declaration sets out principles in the fields of employment, training, condi-
tions of work and life and industrial relations which governments, employers’ and workers’ 
organizations and multinational enterprises are recommended to observe on a voluntary basis; 
its principles does not limit or otherwise affect obligations arising out of ratification of any ILO 
Convention.

Adopted by the Governing Body of the ILO in November 1977 the instrument has been 
amended several times, most lately in March 2017. The Governing Body of the ILO then ad-
opted a range of operational tools, including encouraging the appointment of tripartite agreed 
national focal-points to promote the use of the MNE Declaration and its principles, when-
ever appropriate and meaningful in the national context. Governments of MNE host countries 
should promote good social practice in accordance with this Declaration among multinational 
enterprises operating in their territories. 

Currently, the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) Unit of my Department promotes the 
Declaration as part of its Corporate Social Responsibility for Larger Companies. The appoint-
ment of a National Focal Point is subject to tripartite agreement and my Department has been 
engaging with the Social Partners in this regard.

16/05/2019WRF00500Work Permits Eligibility

16/05/2019WRF0060097. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
if a person (details supplied) qualifies for a work permit in view of the fact that the person has 
resided here for several years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21305/19]

16/05/2019WRF00700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Employment Permits Section of my Department informs me that not enough information has 
been provided to determine whether the person (details supplied) qualifies for an employment 
permit.

In order to work in the State all non-EEA nationals require a valid employment permit un-
less exempt under permission from the Department of Justice and Equality.  In order to apply 
for an employment permit a non-EEA national must have secured a job offer for an eligible 
occupation from an Irish registered employer. 

The State’s general policy is to promote the sourcing of labour and skills needs from within 
Ireland and other EEA countries. Where specific skills prove difficult to source within the State 
or EEA, an employment permit may be sought by an employer to hire a non-EEA national in 
line with the Employment Permits Acts and associated Regulations, which lay down in legisla-
tion the criteria in relation to the application, grant and refusal of an employment permit.

Any application for an employment permit should comply with all of the legislative require-
ments for the particular employment permit type, including that the non-EEA national has the 
required immigration permission at the time of application. Family circumstances are not rel-
evant in the context of employment permit applications. Immigration permissions are a matter 
for my colleague, the Minister for Justice and Equality, and any such queries should be directed 
to that Department.  

Details on how to apply for an employment permit are available on our website at the fol-
lowing link -
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https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Workplace-and-Skills/Employment-Permits/  

16/05/2019WRF00800Disability Services Funding

16/05/2019WRF0090098. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure that every 
effort will be made to resolve the funding anomalies regarding the Rehab Group in view of the 
fact that it employs 1,500 staff nationally and provides services for over 3,000 vulnerable per-
sons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21195/19]

16/05/2019WRF01000102. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will engage with the Re-
hab Group to examine the way in which the funding gaps can be addressed in the interests of 
over 3,000 vulnerable service users; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21197/19]

16/05/2019WRF01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 98 and 102 together.

This Government’s on-going priority is the safeguarding of vulnerable people in the care 
of the health service. We are committed to providing services and supports for people with dis-
abilities which will empower them to live independent lives.

Significant resources have been invested by the health sector in disability services over the 
past number of years. Since this Government took up office, the budget for Disability Services 
has increased by €314 million. This year alone, the Health Service Executive has allocated €1.9 
billion to its Disability Services Programme.

My primary concern is to ensure the continuity of appropriate person-centred disability ser-
vices is maintained and delivered in an equitable manner consistent with the care and support 
needs of individuals. I want to acknowledge the important services provided by Rehab and the 
commitment of the staff of Rehab to people with a disability and their families.

I am informed by the HSE that the total revenue allocation provided by the HSE to Rehab 
for social services has increased by €8.1 million to €56.1 million in 2019 when compared with 
the allocation in 2016.

Rehab provides a range of services to young people and adults with physical, sensory and 
intellectual disabilities, mental health difficulties, autism, or acquired brain injury. Services are 
co-ordinated through Rehab’s three service delivery divisions, RehabCare, the National Learn-
ing Network and Rehab Enterprises.

Rehab and the HSE have committed to working intensively together with a view to making 
substantive progress in reaching a solution to the issues. 

Rehab have agreed not to issue a notice of termination, pending the conclusion of this inten-
sive work with the HSE. Both I and Minister Harris had a further meeting with Rehab and the 
HSE yesterday, Wednesday, 15th May.

16/05/2019WRF01200Palliative Care Facilities

16/05/2019WRF0130099. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of a unit (details sup-
plied); if the location of same has been decided upon; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21189/19]
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16/05/2019WRF01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): In accordance with 
national policy, the Government is committed to ensuring that specialist palliative care inpa-
tient services are provided in all regions of the country. My Department and the HSE accept 
that a hospice is needed in Cavan, serving counties Cavan and Monaghan, as the demand for 
specialist palliative care in the region is not being met by existing services.

The HSE’s Palliative Care Three Year Development Framework 2017-2019 commits to the 
development of a 16-bedded specialist palliative care unit in Cavan. My Department is continu-
ing to engage with the HSE to work towards this objective.

16/05/2019WRF01500Disability Services Funding

16/05/2019WRF01600100. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the status of talks being held 
between the HSE and the Rehab Group over funding; his plans to avoid the possible withdrawal 
of services for persons with disabilities, the contracts for the provision of which are held by the 
charity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21190/19]

16/05/2019WRF01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): This Gov-
ernment’s on-going priority is the safeguarding of vulnerable people in the care of the health 
service. We are committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which 
will empower them to live independent lives.

Significant resources have been invested by the health sector in disability services over the 
past number of years. Since this Government took up office, the budget for Disability Services 
has increased by €314 million. This year alone, the Health Service Executive has allocated €1.9 
billion to its Disability Services Programme.

My primary concern is to ensure the continuity of appropriate person-centred disability ser-
vices is maintained and delivered in an equitable manner consistent with the care and support 
needs of individuals. I want to acknowledge the important services provided by Rehab and the 
commitment of the staff of Rehab to people with a disability and their families.

I am informed by the HSE that the total revenue allocation provided by the HSE to Rehab 
for social services has increased by €8.1 million to €56.1 million in 2019 when compared with 
the allocation in 2016.

Rehab provides a range of services to young people and adults with physical, sensory and 
intellectual disabilities, mental health difficulties, autism, or acquired brain injury. Services are 
co-ordinated through Rehab’s three service delivery divisions, RehabCare, the National Learn-
ing Network and Rehab Enterprises.

Rehab and the HSE have committed to working intensively together with a view to making 
substantive progress in reaching a solution to the issues. 

Rehab have agreed not to issue a notice of termination, pending the conclusion of this inten-
sive work with the HSE. Both I and Minister Harris had a further meeting with Rehab and the 
HSE yesterday, Wednesday, 15th May.

16/05/2019WRF01800Medicinal Products Reimbursement

16/05/2019WRF01900101. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if medication will be pro-
vided to a person (details supplied);; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21196/19]
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16/05/2019WRF02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the pricing and reimburse-
ment of the community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for 
attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

Question No. 102 answered with Question No. 98.

16/05/2019WRF02200Disability Services Funding

16/05/2019WRF02300103. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if funding will be released 
to an organisation to allow a person (details supplied) avail of a residential care placement in 
one of its homes. [21198/19]

16/05/2019WRF02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

16/05/2019WRF02500Hospital Appointments Status

16/05/2019WRF02600104. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an urgent surgical appointment 
will be scheduled for a person (details supplied). [21200/19]

16/05/2019WRF02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

16/05/2019WRF02800Health Services

16/05/2019WRF02900105. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if a matter (details supplied) will 
be investigated and referred to the hospital for an update; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21204/19]



Questions - Written Answers

58

16/05/2019WRF03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

16/05/2019WRF03100Services for People with Disabilities

16/05/2019WRF03200106. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (details 
supplied) will be examined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21205/19]

16/05/2019WRF03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

16/05/2019WRF03400Medical Card Applications

16/05/2019WRF03500107. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health when a decision will 
be made on a medical card application by a person (details supplied); if the application will be 
finalised without delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21207/19]

16/05/2019WRF03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.  

16/05/2019WRF03700Medical Card Applications

16/05/2019WRF03800108. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the reason further informa-
tion is being requested in the case of an application for a medical card in the case of a person 
(details supplied); the actions being taken to bring the application to a conclusion; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21208/19]

16/05/2019WRF03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

16/05/2019WRF04000Services for People with Disabilities

16/05/2019WRF04100109. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if transport to and from an 
initiative will be provided for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21209/19]

16/05/2019WRF04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
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which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

16/05/2019WRF04300Hospital Appointments Status

16/05/2019WRF04400110. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for a 
person (details supplied). [21210/19]

16/05/2019WRF04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

16/05/2019WRG00200Speech and Language Therapy Staff

16/05/2019WRG00300111. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to a situation at a centre (details supplied) in which there is a vacancy for a speech and language 
therapist since January 2019 and that children are unable to avail of speech and language and 
occupational therapy due to the staff shortages; if positions will be filled as soon as possible; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21214/19]

16/05/2019WRG00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

16/05/2019WRG00500Hospital Appointments Status

16/05/2019WRG00600112. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) can 
expect knee surgery at Croom orthopaedic hospital; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [21219/19]

16/05/2019WRG00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

16/05/2019WRG00800Cannabis for Medicinal Use

16/05/2019WRG00900113. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion Nos. 826 and 827 of 8 May 2019, if a person can have cannabis-based oil produced by a 
company (details supplied) collected by an appointed company not for commercial purposes 
but as a nominated representative or entity collecting the medication strictly on behalf of the 
person. [21220/19]

16/05/2019WRG01000114. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion Nos. 826 and 827 of 8 May 2019, if a person can have cannabis-based oil produced by a 
company (details supplied) collected by an appointed representative strictly on behalf of the 
person and not for commercial purposes. [21221/19]

16/05/2019WRG01100115. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion Nos. 826 and 827 of 8 May 2019, if his attention has been drawn to the fact that medical 
distribution companies are travelling to the Netherlands to collect medicinal cannabis on behalf 
of patients in Northern Ireland and delivering it to the patients; and the reason a similar arrange-
ment cannot be achieved for patients here. [21222/19]

16/05/2019WRG01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 113 to 115, 
inclusive, together.

As the deputy is aware, it is open to a registered medical practitioner to apply for a Ministe-
rial licence under the Misuse of Drugs Acts 1977 to 2016.  Such a licence, if granted, enables 
them to legally import, possess, prescribe, supply, and administer the Schedule 1 controlled 
drug - cannabis - for the patient named on the licence. 

Licence holders can nominate a representative to collect the patients prescribed cannabis 
product on their behalf if, for example, the patient is not able to do this personally. At the time 
of applying for the Ministerial licence the applicant must provide the details of the nominated 
person who will be collecting the prescribed product on the patient’s behalf. That nominated 
person’s name will then be included on the licence for this purpose. This is a matter for the 
patient and their prescriber.

We are aware that a UK company may provide a service which involves it collecting can-
nabis products from the Netherlands for persons authorised to use it under the UK medical 
cannabis regime.

While this company can import medical cannabis products into the UK from the Neth-
erlands, the UK authorities do not currently allow re-export from the UK to other countries, 
which includes Ireland.  

I have been informed that this UK company may be acting as the patient’s “nominated 
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representative” in the collection of their personally prescribed medical cannabis products. No 
similar Irish entity is known to provide this service, but it is certainly open to any patient to 
engage a representative on their behalf in this regard, including a limited company.

It should be noted that the Irish Revenue and Customs Authorities have the final say in all 
such matters. 

16/05/2019WRG01500Medicinal Products Regulation

16/05/2019WRG01600116. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if a doctor (details supplied) in 
a remote area will be provided a licence to dispense medicines as was previously the case due 
to the only pharmacy in the area closing down. [21223/19]

16/05/2019WRG01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to a service matter, I 
have arranged for it to be referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

16/05/2019WRG01800Home Help Service Provision

16/05/2019WRG01900117. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health the position regarding home help 
cover for elderly persons when the regular home help is on annual leave; if home help cover is 
provided in these circumstances; and if there are variations between counties in respect of same 
in view of the fact that some persons are being left without cover in areas of County Laois. 
[21225/19]

16/05/2019WRG02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

16/05/2019WRG02100Hospital Appointments Status

16/05/2019WRG02200118. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive a cataract surgery appointment. [21237/19]

16/05/2019WRG02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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16/05/2019WRG02400Hospital Accommodation Provision

16/05/2019WRG02500119. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the status of the opening of a 
facility at a location (details supplied); when the facility will be available for use by patients; 
the purpose for which the facility is being used; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21238/19]

16/05/2019WRG02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

16/05/2019WRG02700Dental Services Staff

16/05/2019WRG02800120. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a HSE 
orthodontist at a location (details supplied); if efforts are under way to establish the post as a 
full-time position; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21242/19]

16/05/2019WRG02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

16/05/2019WRG03000Medicinal Products Regulation

16/05/2019WRG03100121. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to concerns expressed by master medical herbalists regarding the Treatment of Cancer (Adver-
tisements) Bill 2018 and the implication of same on the profession; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [21243/19]

16/05/2019WRG03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have not, to my knowledge, received any 
correspondence from, or on behalf of, master medical herbalists expressing their views or opin-
ions in connection with the Treatment of Cancer (Advertisements) Bill 2018.

The primary aim for all cancer services is to provide evidence-based care that is effective, 
safe, of high quality, patient-centred and fully supported by national standards and clinical 
guidelines. 

The Bill does not seek to undermine alternative therapies or treatments that comply with 
the provisions of Section 2 of the Bill which states that “No person shall take any part in the 
publication of any advertisement containing an offer to treat any person or provide any remedy 
for cancer, or any advice in connection with the treatment of cancer, or which suggests that a 
medical consultation, diagnosis, treatment or surgical operation is unnecessary for the treatment 
of cancer”.

16/05/2019WRG03300Drug Treatment Programmes Policy

16/05/2019WRG03400122. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the measures he will be taking 
to address the significant drug-related activity that has escalated in Drogheda and its surround-
ing area; the actions he will take to address the lack of drug outreach workers in the town in 
view of the recent drug-related criminality; if he will apply for emergency funding to fund a 
report (details supplied) to assess and plan appropriately to manage the drugs crisis; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21244/19]
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16/05/2019WRG03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): I visited 
Dundalk and the North East recently to hear about drug related issues in the area and the impact 
they have on families. 

I am aware that key state agencies, led by the local authority and involving the Gardaí, HSE, 
Probation Services, Tusla, Education and Training Boards, and the North East Regional Drug 
and Alcohol Task Force are working together on ways to address this important issue. 

I understand from the HSE that it has appointed a Senior Counsellor with the priority of 
developing and supporting counselling services in Drogheda. The Executive is committed to 
recruiting an additional Outreach worker in Drogheda to enhance its existing service.

In March 2019, I announced additional funding of €1 million for the implementation of 
Reducing Harm Supporting Recovery. I will shortly be notifying all Task Forces regarding the 
allocation of this additional funding including information on the guiding principles and the ap-
plication process. The North East Task Force will be able to apply for additional funding under 
this initiative.  

I would point out that the introduction of measures to address Drug Related Activity in the 
Drogheda area primarily come within the remit of my colleague the Minister for Justice and 
Equality in the first instance.   

I understand that 25 additional Garda members are to be appointed to Drogheda over the 
coming weeks and that every effort is being be made to disrupt the activities of criminal groups 
involved and to arrest and prosecute offenders.     

Drug-related intimidation is an area of concern which I believe requires special attention. It 
presents a real threat to public safety in communities and I am aware that it is a significant issue 
in the North East region.   

The National Drug-Related Intimidation Reporting Programme which was developed by 
the National Family Support Network and An Garda Síochána, provides a framework to allow 
reporting of an incident of intimidation to a nominated inspector.   

Last week the North East Regional Drug and Alcohol Task Force held a first in a series of 
workshops on the drug related intimidation support process in Drogheda. This workshop was 
run with the support of An Garda Síochána, the National Family support Network and TUSLA.    

Officials in the Department of Health will shortly be meeting with An Garda Síochána and 
the National Family support Network to see how this programme can be supported and better 
resourced.

16/05/2019WRG03600Hospital Staff Recruitment

16/05/2019WRG03700123. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (details 
supplied) will be reviewed; if an endocrinologist will be provided to Cavan general hospital for 
local women in counties Cavan and Monaghan that require these services; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [21254/19]

16/05/2019WRG03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

16/05/2019WRG03900HSE Governance
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16/05/2019WRG04000124. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Health if the Accounting Officer of 
the Health Service Executive has implemented the recommendations (details supplied) of the 
2012 annual report of the Comptroller and Auditor General; and if he will provide evidence of 
random sample reviews, risk criteria and improvement between 2012 and quarter one of 2019. 
[21280/19]

16/05/2019WRG04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question is appropriate to the Health 
Service Executive (HSE), it has been forwarded requesting the HSE to respond directly to the 
Deputy.

16/05/2019WRG04200Medicinal Products Regulation

16/05/2019WRG04300125. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21283/19]

16/05/2019WRG04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy would be aware, it would be 
inappropriate for me to comment on individual cases or matters that are the subject of ongoing 
litigation.  

As of 13 May 2019, the State Claims Agency (SCA) has been notified of potential claims 
being initiated against the Minister for Health, the Health Services Executive and GlaxoSmith-
Kline Biological SA by one hundred and fourteen (114) individuals and in seventy (70) of these 
cases formal legal proceedings have been issued.  However, these cases relate to a purported 
linkage between the Pandemrix vaccine and narcolepsy rather than Chronic Fatigue Syndrome.

The Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) is responsible for monitoring the safety 
and quality of all medicines including vaccines that are licensed in Ireland.  The HPRA and the 
European Medicines Agency (EMA) continually monitor adverse events to vaccination.  The 
HPRA operates a national adverse reaction reporting system, which members of the public and 
healthcare professionals are encouraged to submit any suspected adverse reactions to.  All Re-
ports received by the HPRA are routinely transmitted to the EMA’s adverse reaction database 
for inclusion in global signal detection and monitoring activities.    

All medicines, including vaccines are subject to on-going review and evaluation of all avail-
able data from a range of sources, including systematic scientific literature review, to consider 
any impact that their data may have on the overall assessment of the benefits and risks of a me-
dicinal product.  The safety of these vaccines continues to be monitored at EU level through the 
EMA and its expert committees, which includes representatives from member state competent 
authorities such as the HPRA.   

My main priority as Minister for Health is that individuals and families affected receive ap-
propriate health and social care supports.  My Department continues to engage with the Health 
Service Executive, the Department of Education and Skills, and the Department of Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection to ensure the provision of a wide range of services and supports, 
on an ex-gratia basis for those who have received a diagnosis of narcolepsy following admin-
istration of the H1N1 pandemic vaccine.  The HSE’s Advocacy Unit acts as liaison with other 
service providers and Government Departments to facilitate access to required services.  It is in 
regular contact with the individuals affected and their families; and regional co-ordinators have 
been appointed to assist by providing advice, information and access to local services.  These 
supports include discretionary medical cards, reimbursement of expenses associated with diag-
nosis and treatment, home tuition and learning supports.
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16/05/2019WRH00200Hospital Appointments Status

16/05/2019WRH00300126. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health if an orthopaedic procedure 
will be expedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21285/19]

16/05/2019WRH00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

16/05/2019WRH00500Disability Services Funding

16/05/2019WRH00600127. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken to address 
the serious financial difficulty being experienced by RehabCare; his plans to ensure that the 
necessary additional funding will be put in place to enable these services to be provided to per-
sons that use and need same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21286/19]

16/05/2019WRH00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): This Gov-
ernment’s on-going priority is the safeguarding of vulnerable people in the care of the health 
service. We are committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which 
will empower them to live independent lives.

Significant resources have been invested by the health sector in disability services over the 
past number of years. Since this Government took up office, the budget for Disability Services 
has increased by €314 million. This year alone, the Health Service Executive has allocated €1.9 
billion to its Disability Services Programme.

My primary concern is to ensure the continuity of appropriate person-centred disability ser-
vices is maintained and delivered in an equitable manner consistent with the care and support 
needs of individuals. I want to acknowledge the important services provided by Rehab and the 
commitment of the staff of Rehab to people with a disability and their families.

I am informed by the HSE that the total revenue allocation provided by the HSE to Rehab 
for social services has increased by €8.1 million to €56.1 million in 2019 when compared with 
the allocation in 2016.

Rehab provides a range of services to young people and adults with physical, sensory and 
intellectual disabilities, mental health difficulties, autism, or acquired brain injury. Services are 
co-ordinated through Rehab’s three service delivery divisions, RehabCare, the National Learn-
ing Network and Rehab Enterprises.
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Rehab and the HSE have committed to working intensively together with a view to making 
substantive progress in reaching a solution to the issues.   

Rehab have agreed not to issue a notice of termination, pending the conclusion of this inten-
sive work with the HSE. Both I and Minister Harris had a further meeting with Rehab and the 
HSE yesterday, Wednesday, 15th May.

16/05/2019WRH00800Hospital Appointments Status

16/05/2019WRH00900128. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for a 
person (details supplied). [21290/19]

16/05/2019WRH01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

16/05/2019WRH01100Medical Card Eligibility

16/05/2019WRH01200129. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the reason a full medical 
card was not renewed in the case of a person (details supplied); if the matter will be urgently 
examined with a view to restoration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21321/19]

16/05/2019WRH01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

16/05/2019WRH01400Medical Card Applications

16/05/2019WRH01500130. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a medical card will 
issue in the case of persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21297/19]

16/05/2019WRH01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

16/05/2019WRH01700Home Care Packages Funding

16/05/2019WRH01800131. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health when necessary financial re-
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sources will be allocated to the HSE to eliminate the delays in providing home support for 
persons already approved for home help but awaiting provision of same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21320/19]

16/05/2019WRH01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): Improving access to 
home support is a priority for Government.  Over the past four years we have seen a consider-
able increase of nearly €140 million in the budget which has grown from €306 million in 2015 
to almost €446 million this year.    

This year the HSE intends to provide 17.9 million home support hours   to 53,000 people 
and intensive home care packages to 235 people.      

Despite this significant level of service provision, the demand for home support continues 
to grow. The allocation of funding for home supports across the system, though significant, is 
finite and services must be delivered within the funding available.   Preliminary data indicates 
that at the end of March there were 52,360 people in receipt of home support.  During the first 
quarter of the year 4.2 million hours were delivered nationally, 4,411 new clients commenced 
the service and 6,238 people have been assessed and are waiting for either new or additional 
home support services.     

I acknowledge that in some cases access to the service may take longer than we would like. 
However, the HSE has assured my Department that those people who are on a waiting list are 
reviewed, as funding becomes available, to ensure that individual cases continue to be dealt 
with on a priority basis within the available resources and as determined by the local front line 
staff who know and understand the clients’ needs, and who undertake regular reviews of those 
care needs to ensure that the services being provided remain appropriate.   

While the existing home support service is delivering crucial support to many people across 
the country, it needs to be improved to better meet the changing needs of our citizens.  We are 
developing plans for a new statutory scheme and system of regulation for home support ser-
vices.  This will improve access to the service on an affordable and sustainable basis while also 
introducing a system of regulation that will ensure public confidence.  The Sláintecare Imple-
mentation Strategy commits to the introduction of the new scheme in 2021.   

In the meantime, the Department and the HSE are continuing to improve existing services, 
including in 2018 the introduction of a single funding stream for home support services.  This 
is providing significant benefits including making the services easier to understand; streamlin-
ing the application and decision-making processes; and facilitating service users to move to 
changed levels of service as their assessed needs change, without the need for an additional 
application process.

16/05/2019WRH02000Health Strategies

16/05/2019WRH02100132. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health his views of claims by an 
organisation (details supplied) that the funding being proposed for the new oral health policy is 
completely inadequate. [21328/19]

16/05/2019WRH02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Smile agus Sláinte, the new National Oral 
Health Policy provides the groundwork to transform oral health services over the next eight 
years. 

The ESRI worked with my Department to provide indicative costings for the delivery of 
various interventions under the proposed packages of care for children and adult medical hold-
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ers and it is estimated that the cost of implementing the packages in full would be in the region 
of €80m.

The roll-out of these packages will take place incrementally over the next number of years. 
The detail of the packages and the resource requirements will be agreed as part of the imple-
mentation process. The progressing of any measures with resource implications, contained in 
Smile agus Sláinte, will be dependent on the outcome of the normal budgetary process in any 
given year. 

A key priority of mine for 2020 is the introduction of packages of care  for children under 6 
years of age and I  will be seeking funding for this under the Estimates 2020 process.

16/05/2019WRH02300Dental Services Expenditure

16/05/2019WRH02400133. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the estimated full-year cost 
of a reversal of FEMPI fee cuts for dentists. [21329/19]

16/05/2019WRH02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The cost of providing treatment under the 
Dental Treatment Services Scheme (DTSS) was €58.8 million in 2018. The estimated addi-
tional cost of providing the same number and range of services at the pre-FEMPI rates would 
be approximately €2.5 million.   

Regarding future dental services, the new National Oral Health Policy, “Smile agus Sláinte” 
includes proposals for the introduction of  packages of care for children from birth to 16 years 
of age to be delivered by contracted local dental practices. It also proposes preventive packages 
of care to be made available for all eligible adults at different intervals during their life course. 
The Department of Health intends to progress the development of appropriate contractual pro-
posals on the part of the Department and the HSE to be followed in due course by a process of 
engagement with the dental profession.     

16/05/2019WRH02600Home Help Service Data

16/05/2019WRH02700134. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health the number of persons ap-
proved for home help in CHO 1 and CHO 2 areas and awaiting provision of same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21330/19]

16/05/2019WRH02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

16/05/2019WRH02900Coillte Teoranta

16/05/2019WRH03000135. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the disposal of Coillte telecommunications infrastructure in 2015 to a company (details sup-
plied) was approved; the discussions held with the then Department of Communications, En-
ergy and Natural Resources in advance of the approval; if he or the former Minister raised 
concerns with him and Coillte on the potential implications of disposal of this asset on the 
future ownership model for the national broadband plan; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21256/19]
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16/05/2019WRH03100145. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the disposal of Coillte telecommunications infrastructure in 2015 to a company (details sup-
plied) was approved; the discussions held with the then Department of Communications, En-
ergy and Natural Resources and the then Minister in advance of the approval; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [21257/19]

16/05/2019WRH03200146. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the disposal of Coillte telecommunications infrastructure in 2015 to a company (details sup-
plied) was approved; the discussions held with the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form in advance of the approval; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21258/19]

16/05/2019WRH03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 135, 145 and 146 together.

The sale of Coillte’s telecoms business in 2015 was fully approved by the Minister for 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine with the consent of the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform in accordance with paragraph 14.1 of the Code of Practice for the Governance of State 
Bodies (2009).  The sale was in line with a Government Decision taken in June 2013 that Coillte 
undergo a fundamental restructuring overseen by NewERA and the relevant stakeholder De-
partments. 

 The objective of the restructuring was to create a streamlined and refocused state company, 
concentrating on its core activities in the bio-energy and forestry sector. The telecoms business, 
which Coillte had built as part of its non-core activities, was therefore offered for sale. This sale 
was completed in 2015 after consent had been received from the two shareholding Ministers.

 There were ongoing discussions with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
during the consideration of the proposed disposal, with observations also sought, and received 
from the then Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (now the De-
partment of Communications, Climate Action and Environment) as part of the consideration 
process.  

16/05/2019WRH03400Food Labelling

16/05/2019WRH03500136. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if fish 
produced at a farm by a company (details supplied) that was in excess of the permitted harvest 
limit has been awarded organic status. [21178/19]

16/05/2019WRH03600137. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
order an independent investigation of the organic labelling system for all salmon farms licensed 
by his Department in view of his decision to revoke the licence held by a company (details sup-
plied) due to overharvesting. [21179/19]

16/05/2019WRH03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 136 and 137 together.

My Department as the Competent Authority under EU regulations has delegated the organic 
certification function to independent control bodies, in accordance with the relevant EU regula-
tions and in common with the practice in many other EU MS. The organic status of food prod-
ucts including salmon here in Ireland is certified by rigorous on-going assessment undertaken 
on behalf of my Department by the aforementioned Organic Control Bodies.

The certification system for organic salmon in Ireland is subject to ongoing review and as-
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sessment by my Department and was also included in the 2016 comprehensive audit by the EU 
of the controls applied by Ireland to the organic sector generally. 

I have no plans for an independent investigation of the nature suggested by the Deputy. 
However, as indicated in previous replies to similar questions from the Deputy, my Department 
keeps under close review compliance with the existing suite of organic requirements. Reviews 
of this nature are an important part of my Department’s controls in this area.

As the aquaculture licence in respect of the site named has been revoked, the Organic Con-
trol Body concerned in accordance with its procedures has taken the necessary action and sus-
pended certification of the site concerned and instructed the Company to remove organic certi-
fication trademarks completely from the product.  If the Company fails to resolve the situation 
by a specified date, then the organic certificate for the site in question is completely withdrawn. 

16/05/2019WRH03900Food Labelling

16/05/2019WRH04000138. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his views 
on whether the sale of fish labelled as organic that are produced in breach of licensing condi-
tions can be described as “green washing”. [21180/19]

16/05/2019WRH04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): At the outset, I 
wish to make very clear that the procedures operated by my Department are designed to ensure 
that the highest standards apply to all areas of Irish organic production. The award of organic 
status is secured by a formal certification process delegated by my Department to various Or-
ganic Control Bodies in accordance with the relevant EU regulations. The certification process 
involves regular inspection of all organic operators, production techniques and sampling of 
organic produce to ensure compliance with all EU requirements.   

The inspection process for producers of organic fish is extremely detailed and includes 
adherence to a range of core organic principles, as well as stocking levels, feed practice, trace-
ability and fish-welfare and husbandry amongst other things. Organic aquaculture sites are also 
subject to the standard inspection regime applying to conventional producers by the Marine 
Institute and the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority. In addition, all Organic Control Bodies are 
independently accredited by an external accreditation body.   

With regard to the organic status of an operation, where a breach of licensing conditions 
is determined and an aquaculture licence is revoked, the Organic Control Body concerned in 
accordance with its procedures, takes the necessary action to suspend certification and remove 
organic certification trademarks completely from the product in question. If the organisation 
concerned fails to resolve the situation by a specified date, then the organic certificate for the 
site in question is withdrawn.   

16/05/2019WRH04200Grant Payments

16/05/2019WRH04300139. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the grants 
awarded to a company (details supplied) since 2012. [21181/19]

16/05/2019WRH04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment’s €240 million European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) Operational Programme 
is the vehicle for financial supports to our seafood sector for the period 2014 to 2020.  The 
Programme delivers a wide range of supports for aquaculture, fisheries and seafood processing 
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through a suite of 18 schemes.     

The information requested by the Deputy is set out in the table below. These grants were 
awarded under the EMFF Sustainable Aquaculture Scheme.  

Project Date awarded   Grant awarded Grant drawn down   
Upgrade of Lough Altan Smolt 
Farm and Treatment Plant   

04/05/2016 €93,749.01 €91,723.39 

Investment in equipment for me-
chanical delousing, a non medical-
chemical solution to remove sea 
lice from salmon   

04/05/2016 €179,550.00 €179,550.00 

Purchase and Installation of Aqua-
line Pens – Phase 1   

20/02/2017 €276,948.55 €215,548.49 

Installation of Aqualine Pens – 
Phase 2   

09/03/2018 €168,696.27 €150,291.49 

Construction of an aquaculture 
workboat and installation  of an  
aqualine pumping system   

20/02/2017 €276,948.55 0 

16/05/2019WRH04500Aquaculture Regulation

16/05/2019WRH04600140. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the salm-
on farm sites operated by a company (details supplied) that are being investigated for breaches 
of licence conditions. [21182/19]

16/05/2019WRH04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment is currently conducting a formal examination of possible breaches of licence conditions at 
a number of aquaculture sites operated by the Company referred to by the Deputy.     

I do not consider it appropriate to identify these sites during the course of such examination. 

16/05/2019WRJ00200Departmental Agencies

16/05/2019WRJ00300141. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
remove the governance of the Marine Institute and the Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority from 
the marine division of his Department in order to ensure the real independence of these bodies 
as was intended by the House of the Oireachtas when granting them statutory status. [21183/19]

16/05/2019WRJ00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The marine 
related policy functions which fall under the aegis of this Department are managed in accor-
dance with relevant applicable legislation. The Marine Agencies Governance Unit, located 
within the Sea Fisheries Policy & Management Division of my Department, is responsible for 
corporate governance oversight of the Marine Institute (MI) and the Sea Fisheries Protection 
Authority (SFPA).  

The oversight role of the Department in this respect is to ensure that each of the marine 
agencies is and remains compliant with the revised code of practice for the Governance of state 
bodies (2016). It has no function in relation to operational matters.  I am satisfied that the issue 
of any lack of operational independence for the marine agencies in question does not arise.
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16/05/2019WRJ00500Aquaculture Licence Administration

16/05/2019WRJ00600142. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
initiate discussions with Inland Fisheries Ireland to strengthen his role in salmon farm licensing 
in view of his recent decision to revoke a salmon farm licence and the other ongoing investiga-
tions by his Department into licence breaches. [21184/19]

16/05/2019WRJ00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Aquaculture 
Licensing is regulated by my Department in accordance with the provisions of the 1997 Fish-
eries (Amendment) Act, the 1933 Foreshore Act (where applicable) and relevant National and 
EU legislation.

The licence application procedure includes a period of public and statutory consultation. 
Inland Fisheries Ireland is a full statutory consultee. Decisions in respect of aquaculture licence 
applications are only taken following full consideration of all views submitted as part of the 
statutory and public consultation process. The licence application process is designed to strike 
a balance between the rights and obligations of all parties including the applicant(s), statutory 
consultees, relevant NGOs and the general public.  I am satisfied that the current licensing sys-
tem meets all of these requirements.

16/05/2019WRJ00800Aquaculture Regulation

16/05/2019WRJ00900143. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
conduct an investigation into the reason it took the licensing division of his Department three 
years to conclude its investigation into licence breaches by a company (details supplied) at its 
salmon farm site. [21185/19]

16/05/2019WRJ01000144. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his views 
on whether the delay by his Department in investigating licence breaches by salmon farmers 
demonstrates that, in practical terms, the industry is virtually unregulated. [21186/19]

16/05/2019WRJ01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 143 and 144 together.

The case referred to by the Deputy was examined by my Department as expeditiously as 
possible having regard to the scientific, technical, legal and public interest issues involved. 

Aquaculture Licensing is regulated by my Department in accordance with the provisions of 
the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act, the 1933 Foreshore Act (where applicable) and relevant 
National and EU legislation. 

Monitoring and compliance issues associated with aquaculture are proactively examined by 
my Department having regard to the specific issues that arise in each case.

Questions Nos. 145 and 146 answered with Question No. 135.

16/05/2019WRJ01500Fisheries Offences

16/05/2019WRJ01600147. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the status of his efforts to resubmit an acceptable system of penalty points for serious 
fishing infringements, which Ireland is obliged to introduce as per a European Union directive; 
the consultation he has had on this matter with the sector since this Deputy last raised the issue 
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with him; the timeframe for introducing his revised proposals; the form in which he plans to 
introduce them to Dáil Éireann; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21271/19]

16/05/2019WRJ01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the Deputy 
is aware, on 20th March 2018, I signed into force the European Union (Common Fisheries 
Policy) (Point System) Regulations 2018, S.I. No. 89 of 2018 which fully met the requirement 
of the relevant EU regulation insofar as the licence holders were concerned.  However, the S.I. 
was annulled by Dail Eireann on 29 May 2018. 

Given this annulment of the Statutory Instrument that met the EU requirements and the in-
fringement proceedings taken against Ireland by the EU Commission, I requested legal advice 
from the Attorney General on the matter.  This advice has been received and I am, at present, 
considering, with my legal advisors, the next steps.

As the Deputy is aware, the 2009 EU Fisheries Control Regulation 1224//2009  and EU 
Commission Implementing Regulation 404/2011 introduced points systems for serious in-
fringements of the rules of the Common Fisheries Policy committed by the licence holder of a 
fishing vessel and also separately the master. These are intended to complement sanctions and 
promote compliance and were required to be in place on 1st of January 2012.  Both of these EU 
regulations went through the ordinary legislative procedures at EU level which would have in-
cluded widespread consultation with interested parties including the Member States, Advisory 
Councils, NGOs and the fishing Industry.  The matter has also been discussed at industry liaison 
meetings over the years.  The EU regulations are highly prescriptive in relation to licence hold-
ers, leaving little room for further negotiation.     

I can assure the Deputy that I am fully committed to delivering on Ireland’s legal obligations 
in this regard at the earliest possible date.  

16/05/2019WRJ01800Broadband Service Provision

16/05/2019WRJ01900148. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to extend high-speed fibre broadband to a household (details supplied) 
in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21203/19]

16/05/2019WRJ02000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The premises referred to by the Deputy is in the AMBER area on the National Broad-
band Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s website 
at www.broadband.gov.ie.  

The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led intervention under 
the NBP.

This intervention is the subject of the procurement process to engage a company to build, 
operate and maintain the NBP State intervention network. Following rigorous evaluation by the 
Department, I recently brought a recommendation to Government to confer Preferred Bidder 
status on Granahan McCourt, the remaining bidder in the NBP procurement process and Gov-
ernment agreed to this at its meeting on 7 May. 

The Government decision means that it is intended to award the State Intervention contract 
to Granahan McCourt, subject to the contract close, including the finalisation of financial and 
legal documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network will commence shortly 
after that. 
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The bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment. 

In the first year of roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Connection 
Points (BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be deployed 
in each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, enhancing 
online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these locations. 
A deployment plan will be made available by the bidder once the contract is signed. The Bidder 
is aiming to pass 133,000 premises by end of the second year of the overall deployment, with 
70-100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

16/05/2019WRJ02100Broadband Service Provision

16/05/2019WRJ02200149. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment the status of the roll-out of broadband in an area (details supplied); and the steps being 
made to address gaps in coverage in the area. [21245/19]

16/05/2019WRJ02300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In April 2017, my Department published an updated version of the National Broad-
band Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map. This is available at www.broadband.gov.ie.  

The map shows the areas targeted by commercial operators to provide high speed broadband 
services and the areas that will be included in the State Intervention Area under the National 
Broadband Plan. The Map is colour coded and searchable by address/Eircode:

- The AMBER area represents the parts of the country where commercial operators have no 
plans to build high speed broadband networks. Premises in the AMBER area will be provided 
with high Speed Broadband through a State Intervention. 

- The BLUE area represents those areas where commercial providers are either currently 
delivering or have plans to deliver high speed broadband services. 

- The LIGHT BLUE area represents eir’s commercial rural deployment plans to rollout high 
speed broadband to 300,000 premises as part of a Commitment Agreement signed with my 
Department in April 2017. 

The table below details the percentage of premises to be covered by the State Intervention 
and through commercial investment in the areas identified by the Deputy. eir’s deployment 
within the townlands of Magillstown and Balheary is now complete.

Townland Premises within the NBP 
Intervention Area 

Premises within Com-
mercial Operator’s Area 

Premises within eir 
planned rural deployment

Total

Magillstown 59% (13) 41% (9) 0% (0) 100% (22)
Balheary 45% (17) 55% (21) 0% (0) 100% (38)

Premises where commercial providers are not currently delivering or have indicated no 
plans to deliver high speed broadband services will be addressed through the National Broad-
band Plan State led Intervention. 

This intervention is the subject of the procurement process to engage a company to build, 
operate and maintain the NBP State intervention network. Following rigorous evaluation by my 
Department, I recently brought a recommendation to Government to confer Preferred Bidder 
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status on Granahan McCourt, the remaining bidder in the NBP procurement process and Gov-
ernment has agreed to this at its meeting on 7 May.

The Government Decision of 7 May 2019 means that it is intended to award the State Inter-
vention contract to the Bidder. This award is subject to contract close including finalisation of 
financial and legal documents. Deployment of the NBP State Intervention network will com-
mence shortly after that. 

The Bidder has indicated that the NBP State intervention will take an estimated 7 years from 
the beginning of deployment.

In the first year of this roll out, the Bidder will deploy approximately 300 Broadband Con-
nection Points (BCPs) across all counties. It is anticipated that between 7 and 23 BCPs will be 
deployed in each county. BCPs will provide a community based high speed broadband service, 
enhancing online participation and allowing for the establishment of digital work hubs in these 
locations. A deployment plan will be made available by the bidder once the contract is signed. 
The Bidder is aiming to pass 133,000 premises by end of the second year of the overall deploy-
ment, with 70-100,000 passed each year thereafter until roll out is completed.

16/05/2019WRJ02400Broadband Service Provision

16/05/2019WRJ02500150. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the number of houses and properties that do not have poles or infrastructure 
nearby to provide broadband connections to such properties from the roadway without major 
investment. [21255/19]

16/05/2019WRJ02600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Department and National Broadband Ireland (NBI) have completed high level 
designs to determine the quantities of existing infrastructure that can be re-used and quantities 
of new infrastructure that will need to be deployed to deliver the NBP project.  

In addition, NBI has completed a number of low-level designs to corroborate the assump-
tions made in the high level designs. The Department has separately completed several network 
models and associated cost models down to the premises level.

The high level designs take into account the various passive infrastructure databases (i.e. 
buildings, poles and ducts) as well as the Eircode database of premises. This analysis outlines 
that nearly 99% of the premises in the intervention area are 150 metres or less from the road and 
the vast majority of these are less than 50 metres from the road.

Once the deployment commences a detailed design process will be conducted by NBI which 
is referred to as the low-level design. This low level design includes a detailed site survey of 
each route and each premises to be served on that route. The site survey will confirm what infra-
structure is in place and what infrastructure will be required in order to enable a connection to 
be made to each premises. Every effort will be made to reduce costs by utilising existing infra-
structure. In the cases where there are ‘difficult to serve’ premises NBI will consider alternative 
solutions to deliver the high speed broadband service.

16/05/2019WRJ02700Broadband Service Provision

16/05/2019WRJ02800151. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to take a company (details supplied) back into State control; if such 
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an offer would be cost effective in the long run in view of the fact that it would then be a State-
owned company with the task of the broadband roll-out; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21269/19]

16/05/2019WRJ02900152. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to use the ESB in the roll-out of broadband to properties that are 
waiting for connection under the State intervention scheme; if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that the ESB already has direct access to all properties and its infrastructure could be 
used in the provision of broadband; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21273/19]

16/05/2019WRJ03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 151 and 152 together.

The possibility of allocating the National Broadband State intervention to the ESB was con-
sidered as part of the alternative options analysis conducted by my Department. The Attorney 
General has advised that there are significant legal risks in relation to both procurement law and 
state aid law, if the State was to mandate and fund directly outside a procurement process any 
economic undertaking, including a commercial semi-state body such as the ESB, to carry out 
the National Broadband Plan. 

Furthermore, engagement between officials of my Department and DG Competition, which 
is the Directorate General of the European Commission with responsibility for State Aid mat-
ters, has clearly established that it is the view of DG Competition that it would not be possible 
to provide a State subsidy to a commercial semi-state body, such as the ESB, to roll out the 
National Broadband Plan without undertaking a new public procurement process.

However, the ESB pole network may still used by National Broadband Ireland where pos-
sible and more effective than using the eir pole and duct network.

Regarding the purchase of eir, eir is a privately traded company whose value is not known. 
In March 2018, it was reported that a 64% stake in the company was sold for €3.5 billion. Any 
purchase of the company would require negotiation with current owners and in the event the 
company was purchased by the State a new procurement process for the NBP State intervention 
would still be required under State Aid rules.

In both the scenarios outlined above, any new procurement process would be required to be 
open to other commercial entities and would likely add at least two further years to the National 
Broadband Plan process. In addition, given that both eir and SIRO (the joint venture between 
the ESB and Vodafone) were bidders in the current process and withdrew before submitting a 
final tender, it is unclear if either entity would tender for the State intervention contract under 
any new process. 

16/05/2019WRJ03200Bord na Móna

16/05/2019WRJ03300153. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which redundancy packages are in hand for Bord Na Móna em-
ployees likely to lose their jobs in the foreseeable future; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21292/19]

16/05/2019WRJ03400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): While the matter raised by the Deputy is an operational one for Bord na Móna and 
not one in which I, as Minister, have any function, I continue to monitor developments in this 
matter closely. I am advised by Bord na Móna that the voluntary redundancy scheme continues 
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to be rolled out by the company in line with operational requirements.

16/05/2019WRJ03500Bus Services

16/05/2019WRJ03600154. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if Trans-
port Infrastructure Ireland, TII, will consider a bus shelter for an area (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [21235/19]

16/05/2019WRJ03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to pub-
lic transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the plan-
ning and development of public transport infrastructure, including the provision of bus shelters. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

16/05/2019WRJ03800Transport Costs

16/05/2019WRJ03900155. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his views on the fact that transport costs rose 3.7% in April 2019 compared to 1.7% average 
consumer price inflation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21249/19]

16/05/2019WRJ04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I presume that the 
Deputy is referring to the latest CSO Consumer Price Index Statistical release.  

Questions in relation to economic costs generally and inflation are a matter for my colleague 
Paschal Donohoe TD, Minister for Finance.

16/05/2019WRK00200Bus Services

16/05/2019WRK00300156. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of the installation of a bus stop on the R148 Mullingar Road to Kinnegad at a location (details 
supplied). [21263/19]

16/05/2019WRK00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the 
planning and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, includ-
ing the provision of bus stops. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

16/05/2019WRK00500Road Projects Status

16/05/2019WRK00600157. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his plans to introduce a special allocation to fund the entire replacement of Fintra Bridge on the 
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R263 in Killybegs, County Donegal, and the additional 3 km of new road construction (details 
supplied); if his attention has been drawn to the fact that this project is located on a regional 
road and will require possible funding of €8 million to €9 million to cover land purchase, CPO 
costs, bridge and road construction and box-out costs in order to complete the project; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21272/19]

16/05/2019WRK00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local authority, 
in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads 
are funded from local authorities’ own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial 
selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.

Before the financial crisis, local authorities could apply on a regular basis for grants for 
Specific  (schemes costing less than €5m) and Strategic Improvement Grants (schemes costing 
more than €5m) for the widening or realignment of regional and local  roads.   However, the 
extent of the cutbacks in grant funding during the crisis meant this grant scheme had to be cur-
tailed from 2013 because expenditure on maintenance/renewal was falling well short of what 
was required to adequately maintain the regional and local road network. 

The current Capital Plan does provide for the gradual build-up in funding for the road net-
work but it will take some years yet to reach the level required even for the basic maintenance 
and renewal of the network.  For this reason, there continues to be very limited scope for fund-
ing new or additional projects under the Specific and Strategic Grant Programmes.  

Any projects proposed by local authorities for consideration under these Grant Programmes 
are assessed by the Department on a case-by-case basis.  It is important for local authorities to 
prioritise projects within their overall area of responsibility with these requirements in mind. 

Regarding Fintra Bridge:

- The Department has committed and remains committed to assisting Donegal County 
Council in upgrading the R263 regional road at Fintra Bridge

- The Department’s commitment was reflected in a grant allocation of €150,000 in 2018 (of 
which €35,572 was drawn down).  An allocation of €150,000 has also been provided in 2019 
for this project. Further monies will be made available in future years as the project progresses

- Following a tender process approval was given to Donegal County Council to appoint En-
gineering Technical Advisers in April 2018. Since then the Preliminary Appraisal for the project 
has been submitted to the Department and approved by the Department’s Economic Evaluation 
Unit

- It should be noted that all Departments and Local Authorities must follow the Public 
Spending Code (PSC).  This is to ensure that projects are properly assessed and designed before 
lands are acquired and construction commenced. In the case of Fintra Bridge this means that 
alternative options must be assessed (which is happening at this time) and an important deci-
sion will be to determine how much of the approach road to the East of Fintra Bridge should be 
realigned and how that can be best achieved.

16/05/2019WRK00800Road Projects Expenditure

16/05/2019WRK00900158. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the bud-
geted cost of the M7 motorway upgrade; the actual cost of the project; the original estimated 
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completion date; when it will be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21291/19]

16/05/2019WRK01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme. Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design, budget 
management and construction of individual national roads is a matter for TII, in conjunction 
with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

16/05/2019WRK01100Road Traffic Legislation

16/05/2019WRK01200159. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the sta-
tus of legislation to regulate the operation of rickshaws; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21336/19]

16/05/2019WRK01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As you may be aware, 
last year, the Cabinet gave approval for publication of a General Scheme of a Bill to amend the 
Taxi Regulation Act 2013 so as to provide for the regulation of rickshaws. This General Scheme 
was taken for pre-legislative scrutiny by the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Transport, Tourism 
and Sport on 28 November 2018.  

As the Deputy will know, priority was accorded both in my Department and within the Of-
fice of the Parliamentary Counsel to the drafting of necessary legislation as part of the Govern-
ment’s contingency planning to prepare for the possibility of a no-deal Brexit.  This led to an 
inevitable delay in the case of other legislative proposals.   Parliamentary Counsel has now been 
assigned and my Department will be working closely with them to advance the drafting of this 
Bill with a view to publication later this year.  It is my hope that this Bill can progress through 
the Houses without delay.

16/05/2019WRK01400Crime Prevention

16/05/2019WRK01500160. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps 
being taken to ensure taxi driver safety and prevent anti-social behaviour and attacks on taxi 
drivers; if legislation is being considered in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [21337/19]

16/05/2019WRK01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I am keenly aware of 
the utmost importance of ensuring the safety of small public service vehicle (SPSV) drivers.  
However, I should explain that matters of a criminal nature, as well as enforcement in relation 
to those, are for my colleague, the Minister for Justice and Equality. As assault is a criminal 
matter, it can only be investigated by members of An Garda Síochána. 

The regulation of the SPSV industry is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013.  My current proposals for amending that 
legislation focus on proposed amendments to allow for the regulation of rickshaws.   

16/05/2019WRK01700Domestic Violence Refuges Provision
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16/05/2019WRK01800161. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans 
to provide specific units (details supplied) in north and east County Cork. [21239/19]

16/05/2019WRK01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency provides funding and coordination supports to some 59 organisations that 
deliver a range of services to clients referred to by the Deputy throughout the country.

In 2018, as part of the planning processes to develop services for this particular client group, 
Tusla began the process of reviewing the provision of specific units in the Dublin region. The 
findings of this review will inform future decision making with regard to the funding. It will 
also inform Tusla’s project to review the availability of specific units nationally, which will be 
completed by end 2019.  

Currently, there are challenges for Tusla in ensuring that the right number of specific units 
are in the right place for those who need them.  Tusla will continue to work with service provid-
ers to plan for additional units where they are needed. 

I have requested Tusla to respond directly to the Deputy regarding the provision of specific 
units in North and East Cork.

16/05/2019WRK02000Care Orders

16/05/2019WRK02100162. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 94 of 4 April 2019, the reason there are substantial variations in the 
amount of children being placed in foster care across different districts; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [21187/19]

16/05/2019WRK02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The number of 
Court Orders issued in relation to children is a matter for the Court Service  and I understand 
that the Deputy is being supplied with information on the number of Child Care Orders as re-
corded by the Court Office.    

I can advise the Deputy that a child  received into care by Tusla as a result of  a legal court 
order or through voluntary parental consent is placed in foster care or residential care.   

Foster care is the main form of alternative care for children in need of care and protection, 
and is the preferred option for children who cannot live with their parents or guardians.  Of the 
children in care, 92% are in foster care, nationally.  Children, depending on their individual 
need and based on their Care Plan,  may be placed in foster care either with relatives or with 
general foster carers.     

The Table below lays out the number of children in foster care in each Tusla area, the total 
number of children in care in that area and the percentage in foster care. The data covers the 
latest period for which data is available, February 2019. 

Area  Total number of children 
in care February 2019 

 Number of children in 
foster care February 2019 

% of children in care, who 
are in foster care February 
2019 

 Dublin South Central  359  328 91%
 Dublin South East / 
Wicklow

 272  245 90%

 Dublin South West / 
Kildare / West Wicklow

 403  360 89%
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Area  Total number of children 
in care February 2019 

 Number of children in 
foster care February 2019 

% of children in care, who 
are in foster care February 
2019 

 The Midlands  384  363 95%
 Dublin City North  503  465 92%
 Dublin North  328  294 90% 
 Louth / Meath  410  388 95% 
 Cavan / Monaghan  158  157 99%
 Cork  773  729 94%
 Kerry  165  150 91%
 Carlow / Kilkenny / 
South Tipperary

 337  317 94% 

 Waterford / Wexford  434  390 90% 
 The Midwest  581  533 92% 
 Galway / Roscommon  393  381 97%
 Mayo  123  120 98%
 Donegal  211  201 95%
 Sligo / Leitrim / West 
Cavan

 108  103 95%

 Separated Children 
Seeking Asylum

 55  9 16% 

 National Total  5,997  5,533 92% 
 

The Deputy will note that all Tusla areas, except Dublin South Central Kildare West Wick-
low (89%), have between 90-99% of children in care placed in foster care.  Separated Children 
Seeking Asylum are dealt with by a specialist team and include children presenting to authori-
ties at ports and those under the IRPP programme (including Calais) who arrived on a planned 
basis. The majority of these children are aged 16 and 17 on arrival and wish to remain with their 
peers, and receive intensive specialist support in dedicated small residential (up to 6 children) 
centres.

16/05/2019WRK02300Autism Support Services

16/05/2019WRK02400163. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the fund-
ing mechanisms available for organisations such as an organisation (details supplied) in County 
Donegal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21191/19]

16/05/2019WRK02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Based on the in-
formation provided by the Deputy, there may be two grant schemes operated under the auspices 
of my Department that may be of interest to the local organisation referred to.

The first relates to Youth Club grant scheme which supports youth work activities at a local 
level. The primary focus of this scheme is to assist local, volunteer-led youth clubs/groups that 
provide a programme of youth work activities for young people. In addition, other clubs/groups 
that work with young people, but are not specifically providing youth work, are also entitled to 
apply for funding under the Scheme.  The organisation concerned should contact their regional 
Education and Training Board for details.  Contact details for Donegal Education and Training 
Board can be found at https://www.donegaletb.ie/contact-us/.

In addition, all Local County Childcare Committees administer a Parent & Toddler grant on 
behalf of my Department. Grants normally range from €100 to €1,000. Existing Parent and Tod-
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dler Groups can apply for a maximum of €800.  New start up groups may apply for maximum 
grant of up to €1,000. Contact details for the local County Childcare Committee relevant to this 
organisation can be found at https://myccc.ie/.

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, may also operate schemes of interest to this particular 
organisation and I have requested Tusla to make direct contact with the Deputy in this regard.

16/05/2019WRK02600Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

16/05/2019WRK02700164. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her 
attention has been drawn to the recent sale of a former mother and baby home (details supplied); 
and the action she will take to exclude potential burial sites from the sale following the recent 
finding of the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes that an organisation 
failed to provide evidence that infants were not buried in unapproved cemeteries. [21194/19]

16/05/2019WRK02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The investiga-
tion of burial arrangements of persons who died while resident in this institution, and other 
similar institutions, is a key focus of the terms of reference for the statutory Commission of 
Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes. 

We know from the Commission’s Fifth Interim Reports that it has dedicated significant time 
and effort to advancing its investigations into these matters. I published the Fifth Interim report 
on the 16 April 2019 and it has been circulated to relevant state authorities for their consider-
ation and appropriate attention.  

The Commission has conducted geophysical testing on the designated child burial ground 
located on the site of Sean Ross Abbey in Roscrea Co. Tipperary. The Commission has stated 
that it will report further on its findings at Sean Ross Abbey in its final report next year. 

I am advised that the burial sites at the former Sean Ross Abbey site remain in the ownership 
of the Religious Order and were not part of the sale. While I do understand the deep sensitivity 
around these issues, the Deputy will be aware that the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
does not have statutory powers or responsibilities in relation burial grounds or a role in the 
Planning and Development Acts.

16/05/2019WRK02900Early Childhood Care and Education

16/05/2019WRK03000165. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a matter 
regarding the operation of the ECCE scheme will be investigated (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [21211/19]

16/05/2019WRK03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Early 
Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme is a universal programme available to all 
children within the eligible age range. It provides children with their first formal experience of 
early learning prior to commencing primary school. The programme is provided free of charge 
in return for the ECCE capitation for three hours per day, five days per week over 38 weeks  and 
the programme year runs from September to June. Childcare providers cannot charge for any 
activities/items which form part of the ECCE service. A full or part-time provider may choose 
to prioritise a free pre-school place for a child who will be availing of a full- or part-time place 
over a child who wishes only to avail of the free pre-school element but they cannot make extra 
hours obligatory. 
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Childcare providers may charge for optional extras, but where a parent/guardian does not 
choose any of the optional extras, their child must be provided with the full ECCE service pro-
vision. A sessional service provider may offer an additional 30 minutes per day but this must be 
categorised as an optional extra. Services cannot prioritise ECCE places on the basis of uptake 
of optional extras and as stated, a parent may decide not to avail of any optional extras. 

If the Deputy is aware of any specific service that is in breach of the ECCE programme rules 
in this regard they should contact my Department with the details of the service involved.

16/05/2019WRK03200Ministerial Meetings

16/05/2019WRK03300166. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the advo-
cacy organisations, survivors groups and stakeholders she has met or plans to meet to discuss 
draft amendments to revise elements of the Adoption (Information and Tracing) Bill 2016; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [21212/19]

16/05/2019WRK03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Adoption 
(Information and Tracing) Bill 2016 seeks to respect the rights to identity and privacy, which 
sometimes conflict with one another. Given the constitutional context, striking the balance be-
tween these rights is proving challenging.   

I have received submissions from a range of diverse stakeholders and lobby groups regard-
ing the Bill and both myself and my officials have met with many of these groups and individu-
als both specifically in relation to the Bill and on the sidelines of other fora. In recent months, 
in the course of deliberations over revisiting the provisions relating to privacy in the Bill, I 
have considered the views expressed in relevant reports and debates on this matter by advocacy 
groups and by members of the Oireachtas. I have also considered the many representations 
made to me by members of the public and by stakeholders generally. 

Some of these groups and individuals have expressed concerns about specific aspects of the 
Bill, and in particular, the requirement for adopted people to sign an undertaking declaring that 
they would not contact their birth parent.  Having listened to these concerns, I engaged again 
with the Office of the Attorney General seeking to revisit the privacy provisions and strengthen 
the right to identity. As the Deputy will be aware, I secured Government approval to draft 
amendments to seek to revise these provisions in the Bill. 

Once these amendments are finalised, it is my priority to progress to Committee Stage of the 
Bill in Seanad Éireann as soon as possible.  This legislation will only finally succeed if mem-
bers of the Oireachtas support it.  It reflects my sincere efforts to tilt the balance more strongly 
in favour of applicants’ right to identity and access to birth information, while maintaining nec-
essary protections for a small cohort of potentially vulnerable birth parents.

16/05/2019WRK03500Childcare Services

16/05/2019WRK03600167. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the child-
care supports available to a person (details supplied) participating in an ETB course in circum-
stances in which there are no available places in the only local registered childcare facility and 
no other registered childcare providers exist; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[21228/19]

16/05/2019WRK03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I understand 
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that the Deputy’s question refers to capacity in the Training and Employment Childcare scheme.

Training and Employment Childcare Scheme (TEC)

TEC is an overarching childcare programme, specifically designed to support parents on eli-
gible training and education courses as well as certain categories of parents returning to work, 
by providing subsidised childcare places. The TEC Programme also provides childcare support 
for families on Family Income Support (ASCC). It comprises three strands: 

1. Childcare Education and Training Support Programme (CETS) provides childcare to 
training course participants on courses provided by the Local Education and Training Boards 
(ETBs, formerly FÁS and Vocational Education Committees) and secondary schools. 

2. After-School Child Care Programme (ASCC) is administered by Pobal on behalf of 
the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection (DEASP) and provides after-
school care for primary school children for certain categories of working parents and parents on 
DEASP employment programmes (excluding Community Employment).

3. Community Employment Childcare Programme (CEC) is administered by Pobal on be-
half of the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection (DEASP) and provides 
childcare for children of parents who are participating in the Community Employment scheme. 
There are two strands within CEC, namely CEC(PS) (pre-school) and CEC(AS) (after-school).

I recognise that there can be pressure in some localities and not all service providers have 
contracted to provide TEC. I would urge anyone experiencing difficulty securing a TEC place 
to contact their local City or County Childcare Committee for assistance. The new National 
Childcare Scheme will alleviate the issue of specific targeted scheme availability as it will re-
place all targeted schemes, including the TEC scheme. 

My Department provides other programmes which may be of interest to the person in ques-
tion, namely Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE), and Community Childcare Subven-
tion Plus (CCSP).  I would advise the person in question to contact their local City or County 
Childcare Committee for information on these schemes.

16/05/2019WRK03800CLÁR Programme

16/05/2019WRK03900168. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the status of an application for funding for a car by a group (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [21266/19]

16/05/2019WRK04000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I launched 
the 2019 CLÁR programme on the 28th February last. The programme provides funding for 
small scale infrastructural projects in disadvantaged rural areas that have experienced signifi-
cant levels of de-population.  

Calls for proposals under the 2019 CLÁR programme were invited under the following 
measures:

Measure 1:      Support for Schools/Community Safety Measures 

Measure 2:      Play Areas (including MUGAs) 

Measure 3:      Community Wellbeing Supports, comprising of: 
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3(a) First Response Support Measure 

3(b) Support for Mobility and Cancer Care Transport, and 

3(c) Sensory Gardens 

The closing date for receipt of applications under the 2019 CLÁR Programme was 25th 
April 2019 and almost 500 applications were received by my Department.

I can confirm that an application under Measure 3(b) has been received in respect of the 
group referred to by the Deputy.  

My officials are currently assessing all applications received and I hope to be in a position 
to announce the successful projects in the coming weeks. 

16/05/2019WRK04100Departmental Expenditure

16/05/2019WRK04200169. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
amount expended with respect to promoting and carrying out the Rural Opportunity roadshow 
campaign to date; the costs associated with advertising, by online and offline, design work, 
photography, event staging and venue hire, respectively; the cost of creating online content 
to promote this campaign and maintenance costs to date in tabular form; the budget allocated 
for promotional activities in 2018 and 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21323/19]

16/05/2019WRK04300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The rural 
opportunity campaign and events are intended to highlight to communities the opportunities 
available to them in terms of funding programmes and supports from Government and agencies. 

The table below provides details of the expenditure incurred by my Department to date in 
relation to the series of Government Rural Opportunity events held across the country.

Item Amount
Design and print of funding   information leaflet €394
Online promotion of Rural   Opportunity video €1,394
Irish translation for leaflet  and press release €162
Rural Opportunity video  production €19,557
Venue setup €12,224
Total (as at 16 May 2019) €33,731

I can confirm that there is no central budget within my Department set aside solely for pro-
motional activities.  Expenditure relating to promotion of individual programmes or events is 
incurred as the need arises and is generally met at divisional or business unit level.

16/05/2019WRK04400Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

16/05/2019WRK04500170. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the reason a graduate of a level 7 course is not entitled to apply for the back to education 
allowance for a level 8 course in a different discipline (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [21216/19]
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16/05/2019WRK04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Back to Education Allowance (BTEA) is a scheme that allows persons in receipt of certain so-
cial welfare payments the opportunity to pursue a course of study, while still maintaining their 
income support, subject to satisfying a number of conditions.  The conditions include progress-
ing to a higher level of education than that already held by the applicant. 

An applicant who already holds a level 7 ordinary degree can only apply for the one year 
add-on honours degree course.  They are not eligible to commence a new three or four year 
level 8 degree course in a different discipline. The BTEA scheme is designed to support second 
chance education and not award financial support to someone with a pre-existing degree. Where 
a Level 7 ordinary degree is held, progression to a level 8 higher diploma may be approved as 
a higher diploma is normally awarded following completion of a programme of one year dura-
tion.

The guidelines governing such progression under the operation of the BTEA are, in the 
main, in line with the mechanisms in place for student support type schemes administered by 
the Department of Education and Skills. Progression in education is a condition to access BTEA 
and it should be noted that is not a requirement unique to this scheme as other State supports for 
education purposes are grounded on a student progressing.

Overall, it is important to note that the purpose of the BTEA is to raise educational and skill 
levels so as to improve a welfare recipient’s employment prospects.  Progression in education 
is an important condition of the support provided. 

Any changes to the BTEA would have to be considered in the overall budgetary context. 

I trust this clarifies the situation for the Deputy.

16/05/2019WRL00200Back to Education Allowance Expenditure

16/05/2019WRL00300171. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated amount it would cost to expand back to education allowance-approved post-
graduate courses in line with postgraduate approved courses by SUSI; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [21218/19]

16/05/2019WRL00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
focus of back to education allowance (BTEA) is on providing income support to jobseekers in 
improving their education qualifications to access the labour market, meeting skill needs and 
supporting those who have poor levels of educational attainment. The BTEA provides people 
with a second chance education that will improve their prospects of securing employment The 
BTEA is not intended to provide a basis for a long-duration participation in extended education 
as long duration return to education programmes can exceed a jobseeker’s ‘progression effect’ 
and reduce employment prospects.

Post-graduate courses that lead to a higher diploma in any discipline are eligible for support 
under the BTEA.  The Professional Masters in Education (PME) and masters qualifications 
based solely on life experience, where the applicant holds no other third level qualification, are 
also eligible for support under the BTEA. 

It would be difficult to establish the estimated cost of making the BTEA available for all 
postgraduate students as it would not be possible to determine the number of people on welfare 
support who would be likely to pursue postgraduate studies. The average BTEA annual cost for 
a 3rd level student for an academic year is approximately €8,500. Irish Masters degrees typi-
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cally take one year to complete however some courses extend beyond this.

The BTEA is not an alternative form of funding for people entering or re-entering the third 
level education system.  The Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) Grant payable by the 
Department of Education and Skills represents the primary support for persons pursuing educa-
tion.  The eligibility rules that govern the payment of a student maintenance grant are a matter 
for that Department. 

I trust this clarifies the matter.   

16/05/2019WRL00500School Meals Programme

16/05/2019WRL00600172. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her views on the provision of a service at a school (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [21240/19]

16/05/2019WRL00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): As 
part of Budget 2019, it was announced that DEASP would commence a pilot scheme from 
September 2019, providing Hot School Meals in 36 primary schools for an estimated 7,200 
children at a cost of €1m for 2019 and €2.5m in 2020.  

All primary schools will be issued with an invitation to submit an expression of interest 
to participate in the pilot this week.  Schools will have until Wednesday, 12 June to submit an 
Expression of Interest to participate in the pilot.  Schools will be selected having regard to geo-
graphical spread, numbers enrolled, range of suppliers and the overall budget available for the 
pilot in 2019 and 2020 (€1m and €2.5 respectively).

16/05/2019WRL00800Illness Benefit Payments

16/05/2019WRL00900173. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the reason the illness benefit payment of a person (details supplied) has been sus-
pended; when same will be reinstated; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21217/19]

16/05/2019WRL01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
The Illness Benefit payment to the person concerned was suspended on the 2nd April 2019 as 
Supplementary Welfare Allowance payments were also being made to him for a period and the 
overlap in payment required to be assessed. 

The Illness Benefit payment has been reinstated and the person concerned has been paid up 
to date. He is currently medically certified as unfit for work until the 30th June 2019. 

 I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

16/05/2019WRL01100Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

16/05/2019WRL01200174. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the actions, including meetings between her and or her officials and community employ-
ment supervisors and-or their representatives, she has taken since a motion was passed in Dáil 
Éireann in 2018 concerning pension entitlements for community employment supervisors; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [21250/19]
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16/05/2019WRL01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
am happy to note that the industrial action due to take place this week has been suspended fol-
lowing recent discussions I and officials held with Forsa and SIPTU.  The very many services 
provided by CE supervisors, assistant supervisors and every participant in community employ-
ment schemes in rural and urban areas are extremely valuable to every town and village in the 
country. All of these schemes are well embedded in community areas nationally and they are 
engaged in significant levels of service support and delivery.   

Engagement will now commence between the Department of Employment Affairs and So-
cial Protection and the unions over the next number of months provides an opportunity to ad-
dress issues of concern to CE Supervisors.  

16/05/2019WRL01400Widow’s Pension Eligibility

16/05/2019WRL01500175. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the reason a spouse of a recently deceased person who is in receipt of an invalidity pen-
sion cannot qualify for a widow’s or widower’s pension but a spouse who is working and earn-
ing a salary is entitled to a widow’s or widower’s pension if his or her spouse dies; her views 
on whether this inequity is fair; if her attention has been drawn to the burden this can place on 
households in which the main earner dies and the household is dependent on the invalidity pen-
sion; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21251/19]

16/05/2019WRL01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
social welfare system is primarily a contingency-based system, with entitlement based on a 
number of defined contingencies such as sickness, unemployment, old age or widowhood. 

There are two basic principles which underpin the Irish social insurance system. 

Firstly there is the contributory principle.  Under this principle there is a direct link between 
the PRSI contributions that a person has paid and entitlement to a varying range of benefits and 
pensions.  Where a person has sufficient PRSI contributions, then benefits and pensions may be 
paid as of right, where a particular contingency arises and without a means test.

Secondly there is the solidarity principle.  Under this principle the benefits and pensions 
that are paid are not directly related to the amount of PRSI contributions paid by insured per-
sons.  PRSI contribution income is instead redistributed to support contributors who are more 
vulnerable. In this regard, it should be noted that some PRSI contributors do not experience all 
of the contingencies during their life. For example, one contributor may never require access to 
Invalidity Pension whereas it may be a crucial support for another. 

In addition, there is a general principle of one person, one ‘core’ payment, which applies 
across the whole of the social welfare system.  Given the contingency-based nature of this sys-
tem, it can happen that a person may experience more than one contingency at the same time.  
For example, an unemployed person may become sick.  As a consequence, if a person experi-
ences more than one of these contingencies at the same time, he or she can receive only one of 
those payments.  This principle is common to social security systems across the world.

It is generally only possible to claim one personal social assistance or social insurance pay-
ment at a time in Ireland. However, in certain circumstances, a person can keep their personal 
payment and get half rate of another social welfare payment. A notable example is the situation 
whereby, if a person receives certain social welfare payments and is providing full-time care 
and attention to another person, they may keep their main social welfare payment and get half-
rate Carer’s Allowance as well.   
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Not to maintain the underlying principle of entitlement to one payment only at any one time, 
that is, one person, one payment, could potentially involve very significant and unsustainable 
additional expenditure in the long-term. 

In terms of income support, Social welfare will always provide a safety net for those who 
most need it. Supplementary welfare allowance, administered by the community welfare ser-
vice of the Department, is a means tested weekly payment, subject to certain terms and condi-
tions, which provide a basic income support to eligible people whose means are insufficient to 
meet their needs. Every decision is based on consideration of the circumstances of each case, 
taking account of the nature and extent of the need and of the resources of the person concerned.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

16/05/2019WRL01700Supplementary Welfare Allowance Appeals

16/05/2019WRL01800176. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the reason for the delay in deciding an appeal for supplementary welfare allowance in the 
case of a person (details supplied); and if a decision has now been reached. [21289/19]

16/05/2019WRL01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned in rela-
tion to diet supplement was registered in that office on 22 October 2018.  The case was referred 
to an Appeals Officer who on 28 February 2019 requested some necessary clarification from 
the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection on certain issues relating to the 
payment of the supplement to the person in previous years. 

This clarification has just been received from the Department and the Appeals Officer will 
make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if 
required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

 I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

16/05/2019WRL02000Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

16/05/2019WRL02100177. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when rent support will be offered in the case of a person (details supplied); if the 
matter can be urgently investigated with a view to conclusion; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [21298/19]

16/05/2019WRL02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
am advised that the office with responsibility for the area in which the person concerned resides 
advises that no application for Rent Supplement has been received from the person concerned. 

On receipt of the application a Deciding Officer will make and communicate a decision to 
the person concerned.

I trust this clarifies matter for the Deputy.
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16/05/2019WRL02300Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

16/05/2019WRL02400178. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the correct level of rent support payable in the case of a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21299/19]

16/05/2019WRL02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
am advised that the person concerned is in receipt of the correct Rent Supplement payable, i.e. 
the rate applicable for a single person resident in the Kilcock area of County Kildare.  

The Rent Supplement claim was reviewed on 12th April 2019 and the Community Welfare 
Officer issued a letter to the person concerned, advising of their entitlement to Rent Supple-
ment. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

16/05/2019WRL02600Treatment Benefit Scheme Eligibility

16/05/2019WRL02700179. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if required dental benefit for the purpose of orthodontic treatment will be offered in 
the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [21301/19]

16/05/2019WRL02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): In 
order to qualify for treatment benefit (aged under 21 years) a PRSI contributor must satisfy the 
condition of having a total of 39 paid contributions at class A/E/H/P/S since starting work. 

The person concerned does not meet this criteria and as a result she does not satisfy the con-
ditions for treatment benefit under the Department’s PRSI scheme.  It should be noted that orth-
odontic treatment is not covered on the Department’s treatment benefit scheme.  The scheme 
provides for a free annual dental examination and an annual scale and polish treatment, subject 
to a maximum co-payment of €15.

However, if the person concerned is the holder of a medical card she may have an entitle-
ment to benefit under the HSE scheme.  If this is the case she should contact her local HSE 
health office for  advice on making a claim.  

I hope this clarifies matters for the Deputy. 

16/05/2019WRL02900Expert Panel on Concrete Blocks

16/05/2019WRL03000180. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of houses in County Donegal affected by mica; if this includes council houses, 
State buildings, retaining walls, extensions, conservatories and so on; the estimated amount it 
will cost to resolve; and if the scheme will be open ended. [21277/19]

16/05/2019WRL03100181. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if families that have had remedial work carried out on their houses receive a certificate of 
being clear of mica in view of the fact that persons do not want to register with a group (details 
supplied) for fear their houses will be devalued or they will not be able to obtain insurance for 
their property. [21278/19]

16/05/2019WRL03200182. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
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ment if families affected by mica will have to continue to pay the local property tax; if families 
have to pay mortgages and rent if they are forced to move out; if the funding covers compen-
sation to families; the effect the crisis will have on the provision of local authority houses in 
County Donegal; and the number of local authority houses set aside for families from mica 
houses. [21279/19]

16/05/2019WRL03300183. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when he plans to put in place a redress scheme or grant scheme for residents in County 
Donegal affected by problems in concrete blocks affected by Muscovite mica; the steps taken to 
put in place such a scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21202/19]

16/05/2019WRL03400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 180 to 183, inclusive, together.

An Expert Panel on Concrete Blocks was established by my Department in 2016 and its 
terms of reference were limited to the investigation of the problems that have emerged in the 
concrete blockwork of certain dwellings in Counties Donegal and Mayo.  The report of the Ex-
pert Panel was published in 2017 and included eight recommendations, which my Department 
is actively progressing with the relevant stakeholders. 

In October 2018, the Government approved in principle the development of a grant scheme 
of financial assistance to support affected homeowners in the two counties to carry out the 
necessary remediation works to dwellings that have been damaged due to defective concrete 
blocks.  Earlier this week, agreement was reached with my colleague, the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform, to allocate €20 million to a scheme for this purpose from within the 
€2.4 billion housing budget for 2019.  Funding for future years will be agreed on an annual 
basis.    

The extent of damage arising from mica varies significantly from house to house.  It is in-
tended that the maximum rate of grant will be 90%, with the full terms and conditions of the 
scheme being finalised over the coming weeks, in consultation with the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform.  This will take account also of the further engagement that my Depart-
ment will now be having with Donegal and Mayo County Councils in relation to the arrange-
ments for the scheme.  On completion of this work, it is intended to revert to Government for 
a further decision. 

While initial work has been carried out on the range of potential costs arising, the ultimate 
costs involved will be determined by the final terms and conditions of the scheme and will, of 
course, also depend on the number of applications made under the scheme and the extent of 
the damage to be remediated in each individual house ultimately approved for grant assistance. 

In relation to the issue of certification for families who have already had remedial work 
carried out on their dwellings, the issuing of such certification is a matter entirely for the hom-
eowner and the professionals they have engaged. Similarly, the payment of mortgages and rent 
is a matter for individual property owners.

As regards Local Property Tax (LPT), taxation policy, including matters relevant to LPT, 
falls within the remit of my colleague, the Minister for Finance.  The Finance (Local Property 
Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) provides for the administration of LPT and allows for only a lim-
ited number of exemptions from that tax.  There is no specific exemption for properties affected 
by mica or pyrite in the concrete blockwork However, as LPT operates on a self-assessment 
basis, it is a matter for the property owner, in the first instance, to calculate the tax due based 
on his or her assessment of the market value of their property.  When making an assessment of 
the value of a property, issues such as the presence of mica (or any other defects, which may 
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adversely affect the value of the property) should be taken into account by the property owner. 

In relation to the issues referred to concerning social housing, the relevant legislation pro-
vides that a household is not eligible for long-term social housing support if a household mem-
ber owns alternative accommodation that the household could reasonably be expected to use to 
meet its housing need, either by occupying it or by selling it, and using the proceeds to secure 
suitable accommodation.  However, in determining a household’s need for social housing sup-
port, local authorities are required to have regard to, inter alia, the household’s current accom-
modation, specifically its fitness for human habitation, having regard to the matters set out in 
Housing Act 1966, which include the stability of the structure. Decisions on the eligibility of 
individual households for social housing support are a matter for the local authority concerned.

16/05/2019WRL03800Fire Service

16/05/2019WRL03900184. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment when Sligo Fire Service will receive two new fire units for its Sligo and Tubbercurry 
fire units; if this allocation will be made in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[21268/19]

16/05/2019WRL04000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the 
establishment and maintenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs and the 
provision of fire station premises and fire appliances is a statutory function of individual fire au-
thorities under the Fire Services Act 1981.  My Department supports the fire authorities through 
the setting of overarching policy, providing a central training programme, issuing guidance on 
operational and other related matters and providing capital funding for priority projects.

Management of the number, type and age of fire appliances is a matter for each of the lo-
cal authorities who have responsibility for the assessment of their individual fire cover needs, 
including the provision and management of a fleet adequate to their requirements. 

My Department funds new fire appliances under national procurement programmes, the 
most recent of which ran in 2015 and 2017. In June 2018, Sligo County Council requested ap-
proval for two new ‘Class B’ fire appliances, and were advised that this would be considered 
in future capital programmes. On 1 May 2019, the Council requested funding to purchase a 
pre-used ‘Class B’ fire appliance. This request is currently under consideration. All requests for 
funding from my Department’s Fire Services Capital Programme are considered in the context 
of the available resources, local authorities’ priorities, the value for money offered by proposals 
and the totality of requests from fire authorities.

16/05/2019WRL04100Local Authority Staff Data

16/05/2019WRL04200185. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the local authorities that employ and do not employ, respectively, a full-time Irish 
language officer in tabular form; and the estimated annual cost for employing such a position. 
[21324/19]

16/05/2019WRL04300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each Chief Executive is responsible for 
the staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out the functions of the lo-
cal authority for which he or she is responsible. 
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My Department oversees workforce planning for the local government sector, including the 
monitoring of local government sector employment levels and payroll costs. To this end, my 
Department gathers quarterly data on staff numbers and pay in the local authorities but this does 
not provide details of the specific role and function of each individual staff member or their 
individual annual salary cost. 

Therefore, my Department is not in a position to provide details of the local authorities that 
employ or do not employ full-time Irish language officers or the annual salary cost. This infor-
mation should be available directly from local authorities. 

16/05/2019WRM00200Water and Sewerage Schemes Grants

16/05/2019WRM00300186. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the breakdown of all grant payment schemes available for private well owners in tabular 
form; the number of private wells that are grant aided by county; and the cost of these in each 
of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019. [21325/19]

16/05/2019WRM00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): On 
8 February this year, I announced details of the measures being funded through my Department 
under the Multi-annual Rural Water Programme 2019-2021. This included an improved fund-
ing scheme for individual wells (more commonly known as private or household wells).

The composition of the new multi-annual programme is based on recommendations from 
the Working Group that I established in April 2018 to conduct a review of investment needs and 
rural water services. 

The changes that I have approved to the individual wells grant scheme are, as follows:

- A maximum grant for rehabilitation works of €3,000, which represents an increase of 47% 
on the current maximum grant amount,

- Where the local authority agrees that the most appropriate solution is to provide a new 
well, the maximum grant payable would be €5,000,

- Recognising the role of the grant in improving quality, the water quality treatment ele-
ment (typically filtration and UV filtration) will qualify for 100% funding up to a maximum of 
€1,000,

- Up to 85% of other costs would be met, subject to the total combined maximum costs of 
€3,000 for well rehabilitation or €5,000 for a new well,

- For clarity, applicants would not be able to avail of both grant amounts, so they would not 
be able to avail of €3,000 for well rehabilitation as well as the €5,000 for a new well. 

Work is at an advanced stage of development for the funding scheme. I expect that the pro-
cess will be completed in the coming weeks when the necessary regulations dealing with the 
financial assistance arrangements and related administrative matters are put in place. This will 
enable a circular letter, terms and conditions, guidance and the application form to issue to local 
authorities shortly thereafter.

Two further funding measures in the new multi-annual programme are relevant to house-
holders that are dependent on individual wells. These measures are:

- Measure 4 – New Group Water Schemes: The aim of this funding measure is to facilitate 
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the continued expansion of the coverage of piped water supplies to the rural population through 
the development of new standalone, or extensions to existing, group water schemes.

- Measure 6 - Community Water Connections: This measure facilitates the continued expan-
sion of the coverage of piped water supplies by extension off the public (Irish Water) network.

Details of these measures and the grants available for them under the Multi-annual Rural 
Water Programme 2019-2021 were notified to local authorities by my Department on 8 Febru-
ary 2019. Local authorities were invited to submit their bids for the funding of schemes or proj-
ects in their functional areas, with the deadline for receipt of proposals set as 14 March 2019.

The tables under set out the numbers of individual well grants and the amount of grant aid 
recouped by my Department to local authorities for 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019 (up to 13 May 
2019).

Local Authority (County Coun-
cil)

Numbers of Individual Wells Funded in 
2016

Amount of Grant Aid in 2016 

Carlow CC 55  €           94,250.71
Cavan CC 12  €           22,391.82
Clare CC 19  €           35,298.44
Cork CC 256  €         448,290.72
Donegal CC 8  €           15,020.44
South Dublin CC 6  €             9,994.91
Dún Laoghaire/Rathdown CC 1  €             1,095.00
Galway CC 20  €           38,524.36
Kerry CC 19  €           32,757.94
Kildare CC 38  €           71,318.38
Kilkenny CC 75  €         124,906.01
Laois CC 37  €           69,069.83
Limerick CC 81  €         148,901.69
Longford CC 13  €           21,270.76
Louth CC 62  €         110,425.11
Mayo CC 4  €             6,206.99
Meath CC 106  €         195,714.73
Monaghan CC 9  €           16,437.39
Offaly CC 17  €           32,323.90
Roscommon CC 5  €           10,157.90
Sligo CC 2  €             4,063.16
Tipperary CC 43  €           81,808.07
Waterford CC 98  €         157,233.75
Westmeath CC 29  €           52,396.28
Wexford CC 156  €         241,674.52
Wicklow CC 151  €         233,486.12
Total 1322  €    2,275,018.93

Local Authority (County Coun-
cil)

Numbers of Individual Wells Funded in 
2017

Amount of Grant Aid in 2017 

Carlow CC 49  €         86,874.95
Cavan CC 13  €         23,610.49
Clare CC 12  €         24,022.13
Cork CC 417  €      708,456.83
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Local Authority (County Coun-
cil)

Numbers of Individual Wells Funded in 
2017

Amount of Grant Aid in 2017 

Donegal CC 14  €         25,695.70
Dublin South CC 3  €           5,793.45
Dún Laoghaire/Rathdown CC 2  €           3,291.58
Fingal CC 9  €         14,349.09
Galway CC 34  €         63,035.54
Kerry CC 19  €         32,220.00
Kildare CC 25  €         47,621.68
Kilkenny CC 85  €      145,229.91
Laois CC 41  €         80,206.40
Leitrim CC 3  €           6,094.74
Limerick CC 53  €      102,681.72
Longford CC 16  €         27,992.24
Louth CC 57  €         95,429.30
Mayo CC 13  €         23,126.66
Meath CC 80  €      140,100.13
Monaghan CC 3  €           5,128.16
Offaly CC 11  €         22,053.69
Roscommon CC 5  €           8,474.41
Sligo CC 5  €           9,681.58
Tipperary CC 49  €         95,235.73
Waterford CC 113  €      191,824.61
Westmeath CC 32  €         61,263.48
Wexford CC 257  €      407,926.73
Wicklow CC 147  €      249,289.16
Total 1567  € 2,706,710.09 

Local Authority (County Coun-
cil)

Numbers of Individual Wells Funded in 
2018

Amount of Grant Aid in 2018 

Carlow CC 52  €         98,429.85
Cavan CC 8  €         12,577.85
Clare CC 31  €         56,744.98
Cork CC 337  €      595,823.09
Donegal CC 14  €         26,944.88
Dublin South   CC 8  €         13,190.32
Dún Laoghaire/Rathdown CC 3  €           4,747.21
Galway CC 29  €         55,583.44
Kerry CC 26  €         46,650.38
Kildare CC 29  €         56,506.05
Kilkenny CC 88  €      147,973.45
Laois CC 34  €         64,473.46
Leitrim CC 4  €           8,007.24
Limerick CC 104  €      187,008.57
Louth CC 51  €         87,993.10
Mayo CC 11  €         18,387.29
Meath CC 114  €      209,495.19
Monaghan CC 4  €           7,594.18
Offaly CC 28  €         56,569.80
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Local Authority (County Coun-
cil)

Numbers of Individual Wells Funded in 
2018

Amount of Grant Aid in 2018 

Roscommon CC 8  €         15,490.02
Sligo CC 7  €         12,158.34
Tipperary CC 51  €         98,396.84
Waterford CC 131  €      221,664.00
Westmeath CC 47  €         84,122.38
Wexford CC 243  €      387,113.29
Wicklow CC 107  €      189,317.22
Total 1569  € 2,762,962.42

Local Authority (County 
Council)

Numbers of Individual Wells 
Funded in 2019 (up to 13 May 
2019)

Amount of  Grant Aid 
in 2019 (up to 13 May 
2019) 

Cavan CC 8  €         14,495.82
Clare CC 10  €         18,195.07
Cork CC 151  €      265,998.14
Dublin South   CC 2  €           2,485.05
Fingal CC 2  €           4,063.16
Galway CC 12  €         21,570.36
Kerry CC 11  €         20,766.22
Kildare CC 18  €         32,908.23
Kilkenny CC 30  €         53,662.65
Laois CC 12  €         23,588.65
Leitrim CC 1  €           2,031.58
Limerick CC 80  €      150,700.85
Longford 12  €         20,767.90
Louth CC 44  €         76,759.09
Mayo CC 1  €           1,125.00
Meath CC 106  €      187,596.55
Monaghan CC 5  €           7,978.43
Offaly CC 10  €         20,261.69
Roscommon CC 5  €           7,331.81
Sligo CC 1  €           2,031.58
Tipperary CC 23  €         46,501.35
Waterford CC 42  €         70,433.81
Westmeath CC 17  €         33,419.51
Wexford CC 85  €      134,704.21
Wicklow CC 30  €         54,758.26
Total 718  € 1,274,134.97

16/05/2019WRM00500Water and Sewerage Schemes Grants

16/05/2019WRM00600187. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the funding available in 2019 for new group sewerage and water schemes, respectively; 
the maximum grants available for each type of scheme per connection; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [21326/19]
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16/05/2019WRM00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Details of the measures being funded and the grants available under my Department’s Multi-an-
nual Rural Water Programme 2019-2021 were notified to local authorities on 8 February 2019.  

Two funding measures in the new multi-annual programme are relevant to the question 
raised by the Deputy. These measures are:

- Measure 4 – New Group Water Schemes: The aim of this funding measure is to facilitate 
the continued expansion of the coverage of piped water supplies to the rural population through 
the development of new standalone, or extensions to existing, group water schemes.

- Measure 6 - Community Water and Wastewater Connections: This measure facilitates the 
continued expansion of the coverage of piped water supplies and wastewater by extension off 
the public (Irish Water) network.

Community Water and Wastewater Connections were called new public group water 
schemes and group sewerage schemes under previous programmes.

The following levels of grant aid will apply for schemes and projects under these two mea-
sures:  

- New Group Water Schemes and Community Water Connection Networks: Grants of up to 
85% of cost are available subject to a maximum grant of €7,650 per house.  This means that the 
effective cost limit per house is €9,000. ? 

- Community Wastewater Connection Networks: Grants of up to 75% of cost are available 
subject to a maximum grant of €6,750 per house.  This means that the effective cost limit per 
house is €9,000. 

A supplemental grant in excess of these limits can be considered but only in exceptional 
circumstances where full justification is provided.

Where a supplemental grant is warranted, and approved, the combined basic and supple-
mental grant will be limited to 90% of the cost per house and subject to minimum household 
contributions as follows: 

- New Group Water Schemes and Community Water Connection Networks: €1,350. ? 

- Community Wastewater Connection Networks: €2,250. 

Local authorities were invited to submit their bids for the funding of schemes or projects in 
their functional areas, with the deadline for receipt of proposals set as 14 March 2019.

My Department is currently considering local authorities’ bids for funding allocations. An 
Expert Panel has been put in place to support the evaluation process. In addition to providing 
an expert perspective, the Panel brings independence, openness and transparency to the bids 
evaluation process which is done on a national prioritised basis. The Expert Panel’s member-
ship includes Departmental, stakeholder and independent representation.  Consideration of the 
distribution of funding across each measure under the programme forms part of the evaluation 
process.

The Expert Panel will examine the bids, including on the need if relevant for supplemental 
grants, and make recommendations to my Department on the suitability of schemes and proj-
ects for funding based on objective criteria which are set out in the framework document issued 
to local authorities when proposals were requested. My Department will then consider the rec-
ommendations of the Panel, and based on these, will propose allocations for my consideration 
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as Minister. I expect this process to be completed later in the second quarter of 2019.

16/05/2019WRM00800Home Loan Scheme

16/05/2019WRM00900188. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme will be expanded; if so, the amount by 
which; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21334/19]

16/05/2019WRM01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan launched on 1 February 2018. Prior to its launch, an initial 
tranche of €200 million of long-term fixed-rate finance was borrowed by the Housing Finance 
Agency to provide funds for the scheme to local authorities.

When the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan was initially being developed, it was estimated 
that the drawdown of loans under the scheme would be approximately €200 million over three 
years. From the data collated on the scheme to date, the RIHL has proven to be more successful 
than initially anticipated, as a result of which, the scheme would require a further tranche of 
funds to be borrowed by the HFA in order to enable its continuation.

My Department is currently in discussions with the Departments of Public Expenditure 
and Reform and Finance with regard to the amount of a second tranche, which I anticipate will 
be finalised soon. When these discussions are concluded I will be in a position to make an an-
nouncement on the matter. However, the scheme remains open and all local authorities have 
been advised to continue to receive and process applications up to and including the issuing of 
loans. An announcement on the amount of additional funding to be provided is not inhibiting 
the running of the scheme in any way.


