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      Questions Nos. 1 to 8, inclusive, answered orally.

09/05/2019WRA00400Milk Prices

09/05/2019WRA005009. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the steps he will take to ensure dairy farmers receive a higher price for their milk; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20157/19]

09/05/2019WRA00600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the Deputy 
will be aware, in accordance with competition law, neither I nor my Department have any role 
in determining market prices for any commodity, nor can I intervene in this particular process.

The Irish dairy market, following on from broader EU and international trends, is currently 
in a much improved position compared to the relatively recent past during the period 2014 - 
2016. Of course, my Department remains extremely vigilant in monitoring the current market 
and emerging trends, particularly as we approach the peak period for Irish milk production.

The average milk price paid to Irish dairy farmers in 2018 was 34 cent per litre, which was 
higher than the average price paid across the EU of 33 cent per litre. More recently, the milk 
price in Ireland has been higher than 33 cent per litre during the early months of 2019.

In 2018, Ireland exported dairy products to approximately 140 countries totalling over €4.5 
billion worth of produce, an increase of over 5% by volume compared to 2017.

My Department, in conjunction with other stakeholders, including the Irish dairy compa-
nies and agencies such as Bord Bia, are playing a key role in building the market for Irish dairy 
with intensive Ministerial trade mission programmes and other promotional activities.  I will 
lead a trade mission to China next week, including a significant focus on dairy.

While the overall dairy sector is now in a much better place, particularly at the farm gate, 
the issue of intervention stocks of skimmed milk powder overhanging that particular market 
was a cause for concern in recent years, arising from the significant recourse to this market 
measure for skimmed milk powder across the EU from September 2015. However, figures 
from the European Commission show that there are now only approximately 1,000 tonnes of 
SMP remaining in public intervention stock, with over 370,000 tonnes having been sold out of 
intervention since March 2018.

I have clearly stated previously, at Council of Ministers meetings and elsewhere, that it is 
imperative that the Commission remains vigilant in monitoring the market and that it has con-
tingencies in place in the event of market volatility re-emerging in relevant markets, particu-
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larly the raw milk, butter and skimmed milk powder markets.

Whilst challenges have continued throughout recent years, in particular price volatility, the 
long-term fundamentals of the global dairy market are strong, and the Irish dairy sector is well 
placed to gain from the opportunity presented by expanding global demand.

09/05/2019WRA00700Bord Bia Strategy

09/05/2019WRA0080010. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the sup-
ports provided to Bord Bia to assist agrifood businesses to find new markets for its produce 
in the context of a potentially changed trading environment post-Brexit; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20100/19]

09/05/2019WRA00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord Bia’s 
work is essential to achieving success in the growth of our food and drinks exports, as well as to 
the development of new and existing markets. This work has taken on greater importance as we 
seek to reduce our exposure to the UK market in the light of the UK’s decision to leave the Eu-
ropean Union. In discharging its responsibilities, Bord Bia works closely with my Department, 
and this ongoing co-operation has in turn been reflected strongly in the whole-of-Government 
approach to Brexit.

I have allocated significant additional funding to Bord Bia since the UK referendum in 2016 
in the context of managing the response of my Department and its agencies to Brexit. Follow-
ing an initial allocation of €1.6m in 2016 to allow Bord Bia to directly assist food companies 
with significant exposure to the UK market, further increases in funding over the last three bud-
gets have brought Bord Bia’s total allocation in 2019 to €46.6 million. This represents a 60% 
increase in funding for marketing and promotion of our food offering since 2014.

The initiatives undertaken by Bord Bia include direct advice to companies through indi-
vidual consultations and seminars, and the completion of a Market Prioritisation exercise that 
has identified the best prospects for sustainable growth across individual sectors and is also now 
informing both Bord Bia’s and my own Department’s activities for example in relation to Trade 
Mission destinations.

Bord Bia has also undertaken its largest ever recruitment drive to employ 29 new staff to 
support the growth of Ireland’s food and drink industry. Most of these positions will be based 
across continental Europe, North America, the Middle East and Asia, with some also located in 
Bord Bia’s Dublin office. Indeed, this expansion mirrors my own Department’s plans to expand 
its presence internationally.

09/05/2019WRA01000Brexit Supports

09/05/2019WRA0110011. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
supports he has in place for the agrisector if new UK tariffs are imposed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19046/19]

09/05/2019WRA01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The agrifood 
sector is of critical importance to the Irish economy, and its regional spread means it underpins 
the socio-economic development of rural areas in particular.  Brexit has the potential to have 
a very significant impact on the sector, given its unique exposure to the UK market, which ac-
counted for 38% (€5.2 billion) of agrifood exports last year.
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There are on-going discussions with the Commission regarding the difficulties which would 
face Ireland in the event of a no-deal Brexit, and the assistance that might be required for its ag-
riculture food and fishery sectors.  Avoiding a no-deal Brexit continues to be the Government’s 
overriding policy priority.

It is clear that, in the event of a no-deal Brexit, the impact of the UK tariff regime as an-
nounced would have had a significant impact on beef prices and on beef farm incomes, as a 
result.

I therefore have held a number of discussions with Commissioner Hogan regarding the po-
tential impact of a disorderly Brexit on the sector. I have stressed the need for the Commission 
to be ready to deploy a range of measures to mitigate the potential impacts on agrifood and fish-
eries, including through traditional market supports and exceptional aid under the CAP’s Single 
Common Market Organisation regulation (Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013), as well increased 
flexibility under State Aid regulations.

However, it is also important to acknowledge that the past few months have been very dif-
ficult for beef farmers in particular, following a difficult year in 2018 due to weather conditions. 
There has been a prolonged and exceptional period of depressed prices since last autumn, with 
the ongoing uncertainty surrounding the outcome of Brexit, among other factors, contributing 
to this market disturbance.

In light of the on-going depressed market prices, I have, in discussions with Commissioner 
Hogan and my EU counterparts, said that I believe that the deployment of exceptional measures 
under the CMO Regulation, to provide targeted aid to farm families who have suffered a sus-
tained reduction in returns from the market, is now required. I made an intervention to this ef-
fect at the April meeting of the Council of Agriculture Ministers, and my officials have followed 
this up with a detailed submission, which is under consideration by Commission officials.

  Questions Nos. 12 to 14, inclusive, answered orally.

09/05/2019WRA01400Beef Industry

09/05/2019WRA0150015. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the degree to which his attention has been drawn to the difficulties facing the beef sector, with 
particular reference to the need to ensure the sustainability of farm families in the context of 
competition in the market place, a reasonable return for their produce and a means of address-
ing the issue of peaks and valleys in the industry which causes difficulty in relation to forward 
planning; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20112/19]

09/05/2019WRA01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The agrifood 
sector is of critical importance to the Irish economy, and its regional spread means it underpins 
the socio-economic development of rural areas in particular.  Brexit has the potential to have 
a very significant impact on the sector, given its unique exposure to the UK market, which ac-
counted for 38% (€5.2 billion) of agrifood exports last year.

There are on-going discussions with the Commission regarding the difficulties which would 
face Ireland in the event of a no-deal Brexit, and the assistance that might be required for its ag-
riculture food and fishery sectors.  Avoiding a no-deal Brexit continues to be the Government’s 
overriding policy priority.

I have held a number of discussions with Commissioner Hogan regarding the potential 
impact of a disorderly Brexit on the sector. I have stressed the need for the Commission to be 
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ready to deploy a range of measures to mitigate the potential impacts on agrifood and fisher-
ies, including through traditional market supports and exceptional aid under the CAP’s Single 
Common Market Organisation regulation (Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013), as well increased 
flexibility under State Aid regulations.

However, it is also important to acknowledge that the past few months have been very dif-
ficult for beef farmers in particular, following a difficult year in 2018 due to weather conditions. 
There has been a prolonged and exceptional period of depressed prices since last autumn, with 
the ongoing uncertainty surrounding the outcome of Brexit, among other factors, contributing 
to this market disturbance.

In light of the on-going depressed market prices, I have, in discussions with Commissioner 
Hogan and my EU counterparts, said that I believe that the deployment of exceptional measures 
under the CMO Regulation, to provide targeted aid to farm families who have suffered a sus-
tained reduction in returns from the market, is now required.  I made an intervention to this ef-
fect at the April meeting of the Council of Agriculture Ministers, and my officials have followed 
this up with a detailed submission, which is under consideration by Commission officials.

One of the unique strengths of the agrifood sector has been the shared vision for the sustain-
able development of the sector in Food Wise 2025. It is crucial that we all continue to work 
together. I have highlighted the need for stakeholders to recognise their inter-dependency, and 
to increase the strength of all links in the supply chain, including the development of Beef Pro-
ducer Organisations.

I am deeply committed to fully supporting and developing Ireland’s beef sector.  I am 
strongly of the view that the existing range of supports available to beef farmers under the RDP, 
together with ensuring access to as many markets as possible, both for live animals and beef 
exports, are appropriate for the continued development of the sector.

09/05/2019WRA01700Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Eligibility

09/05/2019WRA0180016. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason for the change in land eligibility for farmers in cases in which land qualified under bio-
physical constraint (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20094/19]

09/05/2019WRA01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the cur-
rent Rural Development Regulation (and subsequent amendments under the Omnibus Regula-
tion), Member States  were required to change the approach to the designation of land under the 
Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) Scheme.  Previously my Department had been identifying 
eligible areas using a range of socio economic indicators such as family farm income, popula-
tion density, percentage of working population engaged in agriculture, and stocking density. 

From 2019, eligible areas must instead be designated using the following list of bio-physical 
criteria:

- Low  temperature

- Dryness

- Excess soil moisture

- Limited soil drainage

- Unfavourable texture and stoniness
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- Shallow rooting depth

- Poor chemical properties

- Steep slope

In tandem with the process to designate relevant lands under these biophysical criteria pro-
cess, Member States were also required to undertake a fine tuning process.  This process was 
required to identify areas where significant natural constraints were identified with reference 
to the above listed biophysical criteria, but where objective criteria, such as arable land use or 
stocking density levels, would indicated that these constraints have been overcome.

Finally, Member States could also identify areas for inclusion as Areas of Specific Con-
straint where it is necessary for land management to be continued in order to conserve or im-
prove the environment, to maintain the countryside, to preserve the tourist potential of the area, 
or to protect the coastline.

There has been no change to the above elements of the process as set out in the Rural 
Development Regulation.  The completion of the work in this regard was a lengthy project, 
involving protracted technical engagements with DG for Agriculture and Rural Development 
and the Joint Research Centre in the EU Commission.  The technical process was completed in 
late 2018 and, at that time, further to a series of consultation meetings with key stakeholders, I 
published full details in relation to the outcome of the review project, which can be summarised 
as follows.  

The vast majority of land that was eligible under the existing Scheme remains eligible un-
der the new approach.  Some  700 townlands that would have previously been eligible are not 
eligible  under the new designation.  Farmers impacted financially by this  change will receive a 
degressive phasing out payment in 2019 and  2020.  Over 2,000 townlands will now be eligible 
under the new approach and will be eligible to receive a payment for the first time in 2019. 

Further to the completion of the redesignation process, my Department wrote to all farmers 
holding ANC lands advising them of the status of these lands under the 2019 ANC scheme and 
advised of their right to appeal this position.  An appeals process, overseen by an independently 
chaired Appeals Committee, is in place for any farmer who wishes to appeal the status of a par-
ticular townland in the 2019 ANC scheme.

09/05/2019WRA02000Brexit Supports

09/05/2019WRA0210017. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when he expects to receive a reply to his submission to the EU for a fund to support beef farm-
ers in the wake of Brexit; the way in which he plans to administer such a fund; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20158/19]

09/05/2019WRA02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The agrifood 
sector is of critical importance to the Irish economy, and its regional spread means it underpins 
the socio-economic development of rural areas in particular.  Brexit has the potential to have 
a very significant impact on the sector, given its unique exposure to the UK market, which ac-
counted for 38% (€5.2 billion) of agrifood exports last year.

There are on-going discussions with the Commission regarding the difficulties which would 
face Ireland in the event of a no-deal Brexit, and the assistance that might be required for its ag-
riculture food and fishery sectors.  Avoiding a no-deal Brexit continues to be the Government’s 
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overriding policy priority.

I have held a number of discussions with Commissioner Hogan regarding the potential 
impact of a disorderly Brexit on the sector.  I have stressed the need for the Commission to be 
ready to deploy a range of measures to mitigate the potential impacts on agrifood and fisher-
ies, including through traditional market supports and exceptional aid under the CAP’s Single 
Common Market Organisation regulation (Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013), as well increased 
flexibility under State Aid regulations.

However, it is also important to acknowledge that the past few months have been very dif-
ficult for beef farmers in particular, following a difficult year in 2018 due to weather conditions. 
There has been a prolonged and exceptional period of depressed prices since last autumn, with 
the ongoing uncertainty surrounding the outcome of Brexit, among other factors, contributing 
to this market disturbance.

In light of the on-going depressed market prices, I have, in discussions with Commissioner 
Hogan and my EU counterparts, said that I believe that the deployment of exceptional measures 
under the CMO Regulation, to provide targeted aid to farm families who have suffered a sus-
tained reduction in returns from the market, is now required.  I made an intervention to this ef-
fect at the April meeting of the Council of Agriculture Ministers, and my officials have followed 
this up with a detailed submission, which is under consideration by Commission officials.

One of the unique strengths of the agrifood sector has been the shared vision for the sustain-
able development of the sector in Food Wise 2025. It is crucial that we all continue to work 
together. I have highlighted the need for stakeholders to recognise their inter-dependency, and 
to increase the strength of all links in the supply chain, including the development of Beef Pro-
ducer Organisations.

I am deeply committed to fully supporting and developing Ireland’s beef sector.  I am 
strongly of the view that the existing range of supports available to beef farmers under the RDP, 
together with ensuring access to as many markets as possible, both for live animals and beef 
exports, are appropriate for the continued development of the sector.

09/05/2019WRA02300Live Exports

09/05/2019WRA0240018. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
targets Bord Bia has for 2019 for live export of cattle for six months or more; the resources in 
place to ensure a reasonable number are delivered; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20093/19]

09/05/2019WRA02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Live exports 
are a critical part of Ireland’s livestock industry.  They play a significant role in stimulating 
price competition and providing an alternative market outlet for farmers. The Department fa-
cilitates this trade, recognising its critical importance to the agrisector, while ensuring that live 
animal exports meet the highest welfare standards.

In 2018, total live exports of cattle increased by over 30% to 246,000 head compared to 
2017. This represented a value of €110 million to the Irish economy, according to Bord Bia. 
This growth trend has continued into 2019, with live exports of cattle totalling 163,000 up to 
the 28th April – a 28% increase on the same period in 2018.

My decision in 2017 to reduce the veterinary inspection fee payable on live exports of 
calves less than three months of age from €4.80 to €1.20 has brought greater equity to the in-
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spection fee regime. Since then there has been continued growth in the export of calves, rising 
from 102,000 head in 2017 to 159,000 in 2018 – a 56% increase. According to the most recent 
Bord Bia figures for 2019, calf exports already stand at 123,000 head, with consignments to the 
Netherlands and Spain accounting for 50% and 31% of this trade, respectively.

This increase in trade is also apparent with regard to the export of non-calves (weanlings, 
stores and finished cattle), which are approximately 23% up on last year, according to Bord 
Bia’s most recent statistics.

My Department continues to prioritise efforts to deepen existing markets and gain access to 
new third country markets.

Just this week, my Department hosted a visit by a Turkish technical team, including officials 
from the Ministry of Agriculture and ESK (the Turkish Meat and Milk Board). The objective 
of the visit was to conduct an on-site fact-finding mission to evaluate the technical aspects of 
live animal and germinal product exports from Ireland to Turkey. This is yet another welcome 
development as we seek to re-establish our live trade with Turkey. The visit by Turkish officials 
follows on from my March meeting with my Turkish counterpart, Dr Bekir Pakdemirli, Minis-
ter for Agriculture and Forestry.

I also welcome the progress made on live exports to Algeria arising from the technical 
meetings between my Department and Bord Bia and their counterparts in Algiers last week. 
The Algerian authorities have agreed in principle to move from a joint breeding, slaughter and 
fattening certificate to 3 separate certificates. In addition, there is agreement for the maximum 
age of breeding animals to be raised from 36 to 42 months. My technical experts will now 
move quickly to oversee the changes to the health certificates for live exports so that they can 
be forwarded to our Algerian colleagues for their imprimatur prior to the commencement of the 
revised trade conditions.

With regard to other third country markets:

- A number of consignments of cattle have left for Libya in recent weeks, the most recent on 
the 3rd of May, carrying approximately 2,400 head.

- In April, my Department reached agreement with the Egyptian authorities on three pro-
posed health certificates for the export of fattening, slaughter and breeding cattle. 

- I met with the Kazakh Ambassador in late March to discuss new health certification for 
the trade of live animals to Kazakhstan. Progress was made in relation to opening the Kazakh 
market.

With regard to animal welfare, my Department maintains robust oversight of live trade, 
through a comprehensive legislative framework, and in my recent meetings with exporters, I 
have stressed the importance of high animal welfare standards. Irish legislation on sea transport 
is recognised by the European Commission as being among the most effective and stringent 
legislation in force on transport by sea.  With regard to road transport, the Department does not 
approve journey logs from exporters for any live export where the destination country has an 
orange or red weather alert in place, or where a significant part of the transit route goes through 
an orange or red alert area. This is in addition to the annual ban on road transport of livestock 
to Greece, North Africa and Turkey during the months of July and August.

Furthermore, my Department continues to proactively contribute to efforts to improve ani-
mal welfare standards during transport.  My Department is currently providing multiannual 
funding of €75,000 per year over four years to the OIE (World Organisation for Animal Health) 
towards the implementation of the second Action Plan of the OIE Platform on Animal Welfare 
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for Europe, in relation to slaughter and transport, within Europe and between Europe and the 
Middle East and North Africa.

09/05/2019WRA02600Animal Identification Schemes

09/05/2019WRA0270019. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
way in which compulsory electronic tagging of lambs for slaughter improves traceability when 
livestock marts and meat processing factories are refusing to read tags electronically; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [19997/19]

09/05/2019WRA02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): It is critical 
that Ireland as a major trading country has a robust identification and traceability system to en-
sure are our products have a viable future in the international marketplace.   A robust traceabil-
ity system will support our continued efforts to gain new export markets for Irish sheep meat.

As the Deputy will be aware, the current national sheep identification system is widely ac-
knowledged to be very complex, with an over reliance on the manual transcription of individual 
sheep identification numbers, leading to a capacity for the mis-recording of data that is essential 
in tracing an animal back to the holding of its origin. The extension of electronic identification 
will simplify the sheep tagging system by significantly reducing the record keeping require-
ments for sheep farmers moving sheep to livestock marts and slaughter plants operating as ap-
proved Central Points of Recording (CPRs). This will provide a more accurate and robust sheep 
traceability system in support of animal health and public health objectives and thus support the 
further development and sustainability of the sheep industry.

My officials are working very closely with marts and slaughter plants to ensure that as many 
of these premises as possible will operate as CPRs with effect from 1st June.  It is my under-
standing that the major sheep processing slaughter plants are making significant progress in this 
regard. Marts are similarly well disposed to operating as CPRs and are proactively engaging 
with the CPR process with a view to having facilities in place at the earliest opportunity.  I ac-
cept that the upgrading of mart facilities to CPR standards will be an incremental process and I 
expect that a significant number of marts will be in a position to operate as CPRs in a relatively 
short period.

Where it is not feasible for marts to upgrade their facilities to CPR requirements, farmers 
can continue to move sheep to these premises by either printing out the tag numbers of the sheep 
to be moved for attachment to the relevant dispatch document or by continuing to record the 
individual number of each sheep presented to a non-CPR mart on the dispatch document.

The extension of EID to all sheep will further enhance traceability across the sheep sec-
tor and will assist in the Government’s efforts to maintain and expand the export markets for 
Irish sheep meat. I will be visiting China later this month and Japan in June to build on the ef-
forts made to date in pursuing market access and increasing market opportunities in line with 
Food Wise 2025 and our response to Brexit.

09/05/2019WRA02900Fish Farming

09/05/2019WRA0300020. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number and location of fish farms around the country; the number of inspections at these 
fish farms each year since 2016; the reason for the decision to rescind a fish farm licence under 
section 68 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
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ter. [19126/19]

09/05/2019WRA03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment’s records indicate 33 marine salmon farm licences and 25 land-based salmon hatcheries. 
In some cases, the licences provide for additional species. Marine salmon farms are located 
on the western seaboard off the coast of counties Donegal, Mayo, Galway, Kerry and Cork. 
Land-based salmon hatcheries are located in counties Cork, Donegal, Galway, Kilkenny, Louth, 
Mayo and Tipperary.

Finfish farms are inspected on a regular basis by my Department’s Marine Engineering 
Division. In 2016, there were 53 inspections, in 2017, there were 81 inspections and in 2018, 
there were 92 inspections.

I recently determined that the entitlement of MOWI Ireland to continue aquaculture opera-
tions under the provisions of Section 19(A)4 of the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act for the 
culture of salmon in cages at a site at Deenish Island, Ballinskelligs Bay, Co. Kerry is discontin-
ued due to the breach of condition 2(e) of the applicable licence which states that “the Licensee 
shall not harvest more than 500 tonnes (dead weight) of salmon in any one calendar year.”

The details are set out on my Department’s website.

An appeal against this determination may be made to the Aquaculture Licences Appeals 
Board within one month beginning on the date of the publication of the decision. As the time-
line for possible appeals remains open as part of a statutory process, it would not be appropriate 
for me to comment further at this time.

09/05/2019WRA03200Programme for Government Initiatives

09/05/2019WRA0330021. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the status of the programme for partnership Government commitment to seek recognition 
from the European Commission for forgotten farmers as a group with specific disadvantage 
under the national reserve in the same way that old young farmers are provided for. [20059/19]

09/05/2019WRA03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Regula-
tions governing the operation of the National Reserve include an optional provision whereby 
Member States may use the National Reserve to allocate new entitlements or give a top-up on 
the value of existing entitlements for persons who suffer from a specific disadvantage.

In the context of the discussions with the EU Commission in early 2015 regarding the in-
clusion of the group referred to as Old Young Farmers under the 2015 National Reserve, the 
Commission advised that the inclusion of groups under ‘Specific Disadvantage’ category  of the 
National Reserve would require individual approval at EU level.

The National Reserve in 2017 was established using funding derived from a linear cut to the 
value of all farmers’ entitlements. EU Regulations pertaining to the National Reserve provide 
that the two categories of ‘young farmer’ and ‘new entrant to farming’ must receive priority 
access to the Reserve.  In the context of the commitment in the Programme for a Partnership 
Government, Ireland consulted with the EU Commission regarding the possibility of includ-
ing the Forgotten Farmer group under the specific disadvantage category of the 2017 National 
Reserve. The EU Commission confirmed that Member States could not use the proceeds of a 
linear cut to fund a specific disadvantage category of the National Reserve.

The Commission confirmed at the time that the only funding option for the specific disad-
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vantage category was natural replenishment of the Reserve, such as from unused entitlements 
or the proceeds of clawback, but only after the two priority categories of ‘young farmer’ and 
‘new entrant to farming’ had been catered for.

EU Regulation 2393/2017 (Omnibus Regulation) came into effect in January 2018 and in-
troduced a new possibility for the inclusion of ‘Specific Disadvantage’ categories such as For-
gotten Farmers into the National Reserve. From 2018 Member States may use the proceeds of 
a linear cut to fund ‘Specific Disadvantage’ categories of the Reserve, but only if a linear cut is 
required to fund the two priority categories of ‘young farmer’ and ‘new entrant to farming’ in 
that particular year.  As there was sufficient funding available in the National Reserve in 2018 
and 2019 from natural replenishment of the fund in order to cater for the two priority categories, 
the issue of a linear cut did not arise.

Decisions in relation to the National Reserve, including the basis of funding the Reserve, are 
made in consultation with the Direct Payments Advisory Committee which comprises members 
of the main farming organisations, farm advisory and education services.

  Question No. 22 answered orally.

09/05/2019WRA03600Live Exports

09/05/2019WRA0370023. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the de-
tails of recent progress in the development of live export markets; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20102/19]

09/05/2019WRA03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Live exports 
are a critical part of Ireland’s livestock industry.  They play a significant role in stimulating 
price competition and providing an alternative market outlet for farmers. The Department fa-
cilitates this trade, recognising its critical importance to the agrisector, while ensuring that live 
animal exports meet the highest welfare standards.

In 2018, total live exports of cattle increased by over 30% to 246,000 head compared to 
2017. This represented a value of €110 million to the Irish economy, according to Bord Bia. 
This growth trend has continued into 2019, with live exports of cattle totalling 163,000 up to 
the 28th   April – a 28% increase on the same period in 2018.

My decision in 2017 to reduce the veterinary inspection fee payable on live exports of 
calves less than three months of age from €4.80 to €1.20 has brought greater equity to the in-
spection fee regime. Since then, there has been continued growth in the export of calves, rising 
from 102,000 head in 2017 to 159,000 in 2018 – a 56% increase. According to the most recent 
Bord Bia figures for 2019, calf exports already stand at 123,000 head, with consignments to the 
Netherlands and Spain accounting for 50% and 31% of this trade, respectively.

This increase in trade is also apparent with regard to the export of non-calves (weanlings, 
stores and finished cattle), which are approximately 23% up on last year, according to Bord 
Bia’s most recent statistics.

My Department continues to prioritise efforts to deepen existing markets and gain access to 
new third country markets.

Just this week, my Department hosted a visit by a Turkish technical team, including officials 
from the Ministry of Agriculture and ESK (the Turkish Meat and Milk Board). The objective 
of the visit was to conduct an on-site fact-finding mission to evaluate the technical aspects of 
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live animal and germinal product exports from Ireland to Turkey. This is yet another welcome 
development as we seek to re-establish our live trade with Turkey. The visit by Turkish officials 
follows on from my March meeting with my Turkish counterpart, Dr Bekir Pakdemirli, Minis-
ter for Agriculture and Forestry.

I also welcome the progress made on live exports to Algeria arising from the technical 
meetings between my Department and Bord Bia and their counterparts in Algiers last week. 
The Algerian authorities have agreed in principle to move from a joint breeding, slaughter and 
fattening certificate to 3 separate certificates. In addition, there is agreement for the maximum 
age of breeding animals to be raised from 36 to 42 months. My technical experts will now 
move quickly to oversee the changes to the health certificates for live exports so that they can 
be forwarded to our Algerian colleagues for their imprimatur prior to the commencement of the 
revised trade conditions.

With regard to other third country markets:

- A number of consignments of cattle have left for Libya in recent weeks, the most recent on 
the 3rd of May, carrying approximately 2,400 head.

- In April, my Department reached agreement with the Egyptian authorities on three pro-
posed health certificates for the export of fattening, slaughter and breeding cattle. 

- I met with the Kazakh Ambassador in late March to discuss new health certification for 
the trade of live animals to Kazakhstan. Progress was made in relation to opening the Kazakh 
market.

With regard to animal welfare, my Department maintains robust oversight of live trade, 
through a comprehensive legislative framework, and in my recent meetings with exporters I 
have stressed the importance of high animal welfare standards. Irish legislation on sea transport 
is recognised by the European Commission as being among the most effective and stringent 
legislation in force on transport by sea.  With regard to road transport, the Department does not 
approve journey logs from exporters for any live export where the destination country has an 
orange or red weather alert in place, or where a significant part of the transit route goes through 
an orange or red alert area. This is in addition to the annual ban on road transport of livestock 
to Greece, North Africa and Turkey during the months of July and August.

Furthermore, my Department continues to proactively contribute to efforts to improve ani-
mal welfare standards during transport.  My Department is currently providing multiannual 
funding of €75,000 per year over four years to the OIE (World Organisation for Animal Health) 
towards the implementation of the second Action Plan of the OIE Platform on Animal Welfare 
for Europe, in relation to slaughter and transport, within Europe and between Europe and the 
Middle East and North Africa.

09/05/2019WRA03900Live Exports

09/05/2019WRA0400024. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the recent 
progress in the development of live export markets; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20099/19]

09/05/2019WRA04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Live exports 
are a critical part of Ireland’s livestock industry.  They play a significant role in stimulating 
price competition and providing an alternative market outlet for farmers. The Department fa-
cilitates this trade, recognising its critical importance to the agrisector, while ensuring that live 
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animal exports meet the highest welfare standards.

In 2018, total live exports of cattle increased by over 30% to 246,000 head compared to 
2017. This represented a value of €110 million to the Irish economy, according to Bord Bia. 
This growth trend has continued into 2019, with live exports of cattle totalling 163,000 up to 
the 28th   April – a 28% increase on the same period in 2018.

My decision in 2017 to reduce the veterinary inspection fee payable on live exports of 
calves less than three months of age from €4.80 to €1.20 has brought greater equity to the in-
spection fee regime. Since then, there has been continued growth in the export of calves, rising 
from 102,000 head in 2017 to 159,000 in 2018 – a 56% increase. According to the most recent 
Bord Bia figures for 2019, calf exports already stand at 123,000 head, with consignments to the 
Netherlands and Spain accounting for 50% and 31% of this trade, respectively.

This increase in trade is also apparent with regard to the export of non-calves (weanlings, 
stores and finished cattle), which are approximately 23% up on last year, according to Bord 
Bia’s most recent statistics.

My Department continues to prioritise efforts to deepen existing markets and gain access to 
new third country markets.

Just this week, my Department hosted a visit by a Turkish technical team, including officials 
from the Ministry of Agriculture and ESK (the Turkish Meat and Milk Board). The objective 
of the visit was to conduct an on-site fact-finding mission to evaluate the technical aspects of 
live animal and germinal product exports from Ireland to Turkey. This is yet another welcome 
development as we seek to re-establish our live trade with Turkey. The visit by Turkish officials 
follows on from my March meeting with my Turkish counterpart, Dr Bekir Pakdemirli, Minis-
ter for Agriculture and Forestry.

I also welcome the progress made on live exports to Algeria arising from the technical 
meetings between my Department and Bord Bia and their counterparts in Algiers last week. 
The Algerian authorities have agreed in principle to move from a joint breeding, slaughter and 
fattening certificate to 3 separate certificates. In addition, there is agreement for the maximum 
age of breeding animals to be raised from 36 to 42 months. My technical experts will now 
move quickly to oversee the changes to the health certificates for live exports so that they can 
be forwarded to our Algerian colleagues for their imprimatur prior to the commencement of the 
revised trade conditions.

With regard to other third country markets:

- A number of consignments of cattle have left for Libya in recent weeks, the most recent on 
the 3rd   of May, carrying approximately 2,400 head.

- In April, my Department reached agreement with the Egyptian authorities on three pro-
posed health certificates for the export of fattening, slaughter and breeding cattle. 

- I met with the Kazakh Ambassador in late March to discuss new health certification for 
the trade of live animals to Kazakhstan. Progress was made in relation to opening the Kazakh 
market. 

With regard to animal welfare, my Department maintains robust oversight of live trade, 
through a comprehensive legislative framework, and in my recent meetings with exporters, I 
have stressed the importance of high animal welfare standards. Irish legislation on sea transport 
is recognised by the European Commission as being among the most effective and stringent 
legislation in force on transport by sea.  With regard to road transport, the Department does not 
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approve journey logs from exporters for any live export where the destination country has an 
orange or red weather alert in place, or where a significant part of the transit route goes through 
an orange or red alert area. This is in addition to the annual ban on road transport of livestock 
to Greece, North Africa and Turkey during the months of July and August.

Furthermore, my Department continues to proactively contribute to efforts to improve ani-
mal welfare standards during transport.  My Department is currently providing multiannual 
funding of €75,000 per year over four years to the OIE (World Organisation for Animal Health) 
towards the implementation of the second Action Plan of the OIE Platform on Animal Welfare 
for Europe, in relation to slaughter and transport, within Europe and between Europe and the 
Middle East and North Africa.

09/05/2019WRB00200Beef Industry

09/05/2019WRB0030025. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a compensation package will be introduced for beef farmers who have seen incomes severely 
impacted since autumn 2018. [20111/19]

09/05/2019WRB00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The agrifood 
sector is of critical importance to the Irish economy, and its regional spread means it underpins 
the socio-economic development of rural areas in particular.  Brexit has the potential to have 
a very significant impact on the sector, given its unique exposure to the UK market, which ac-
counted for 38% (€5.2 billion) of agrifood exports last year.

There are on-going discussions with the Commission regarding the difficulties which would 
face Ireland in the event of a no-deal Brexit, and the assistance that might be required for its ag-
riculture food and fishery sectors.  Avoiding a no-deal Brexit continues to be the Government’s 
overriding policy priority.

I have held a number of discussions with Commissioner Hogan regarding the potential 
impact of a disorderly Brexit on the sector. I have stressed the need for the Commission to be 
ready to deploy a range of measures to mitigate the potential impacts on agrifood and fisher-
ies, including through traditional market supports and exceptional aid under the CAP’s Single 
Common Market Organisation regulation (Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013), as well increased 
flexibility under State Aid regulations.

However, it is also important to acknowledge that the past few months have been very dif-
ficult for beef farmers in particular, following a difficult year in 2018 due to weather conditions. 
There has been a prolonged and exceptional period of depressed prices since last autumn, with 
the ongoing uncertainty surrounding the outcome of Brexit, among other factors, contributing 
to this market disturbance.

In light of the on-going depressed market prices, I have, in discussions with Commissioner 
Hogan and my EU counterparts, said that I believe that the deployment of exceptional measures 
under the CMO Regulation, to provide targeted aid to farm families who have suffered a sus-
tained reduction in returns from the market, is now required.  I made an intervention to this ef-
fect at the April meeting of the Council of Agriculture Ministers, and my officials have followed 
this up with a detailed submission, which is under consideration by Commission officials.

One of the unique strengths of the agrifood sector has been the shared vision for the sustain-
able development of the sector in Food Wise 2025. It is crucial that we all continue to work 
together. I have highlighted the need for stakeholders to recognise their inter-dependency, and 
to increase the strength of all links in the supply chain, including the development of Beef Pro-
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ducer Organisations.

I am deeply committed to fully supporting and developing Ireland’s beef sector.  I am 
strongly of the view that the existing range of supports available to beef farmers under the RDP, 
together with ensuring access to as many markets as possible, both for live animals and beef 
exports, are appropriate for the continued development of the sector.

09/05/2019WRB00500Brexit Preparations

09/05/2019WRB0060026. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the sta-
tus of actions being taken to prepare for Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20115/19]

09/05/2019WRB00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Although the 
immediate prospect of a no-deal Brexit has waned, my officials are continuing to deepen and 
broaden preparatory arrangements in order to ensure that our state of readiness is maintained 
and enhanced against the backdrop of what continues to be an uncertain political environment. 

My Department, as part of the whole-of-Government approach, has been very active in 
relation to preparedness for the import controls that will be required when the UK becomes a 
Third Country.  In this regard, the focus has been on allowing the Department to fulfil its legal 
obligations as efficiently as possible, while also ensuring the minimum possible disruption to 
trading arrangements.

To help mitigate the impacts on the sector I have introduced a number of budgetary mea-
sures over the last three years aimed at helping farmers, improving competitiveness and sup-
porting market and product diversification.  This included a €78m package in Budget 2019 and 
the recently launched DBEI/DAFM “Future Growth Loan Scheme” which will provide €300m 
of long-term strategic investment loans that will be available to eligible Irish businesses, in-
cluding farmers and the agrifood sector.  These loans can be applied for through the Strategic 
Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI).

I have also been engaging with both Agriculture and Fisheries Commissioners at EU level 
to sensitise them to the impact on Irish agriculture and fisheries and to consider the kinds of 
measures that will be required to mitigate those impacts.

My Department has also sharpened its Brexit communications strategy in order to keep 
stakeholders informed and to encourage them to take the necessary steps to allow their trading 
arrangements with the UK to continue.

I will continue to work to mitigate the impacts of Brexit on the agrifood sector and thereby 
ensure a vibrant agriculture sector that supports farm families and the rural economy.

09/05/2019WRB00800Fur Farming

09/05/2019WRB0090027. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on the conditions in fur farms here; the way in which he can address the concerns of 
groups highly critical of this practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20109/19]

09/05/2019WRB01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There are cur-
rently 3 mink farms operating in Ireland. Inspections of these farms are carried out by officers 
from my Department relating to their licensing and to animal welfare matters including the ac-
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commodation used to house the mink.

 In 2011 a Review Group was established to examine all aspects of fur farming in Ireland. 
The Terms of Reference of the Review Group were:

(i) To review fur farming in Ireland taking into account existing legislative provisions for 
the licensing of mink farming 

(ii) To comment on the economic benefits of the sector 

(iii)To consider the effectiveness of existing welfare controls, and 

(iv) To make appropriate recommendations 

The Review Group invited submissions from the public and interested parties and consid-
ered over four hundred submissions which were received.

The Group considered whether the farming of fur animals in Ireland should be banned and 
concluded that it did not find the arguments in favour of this compelling and recommended that 
instead, fur farming be allowed continue under licence and subject to official control.

In addressing welfare concerns, the Group made a series of recommendations.  At opera-
tional level, it recommended that the level of DAFM Veterinary and Agricultural inspections 
and controls be strengthened, to include unannounced inspections so that additional confidence 
can be gained in respect of compliance with animal health, animal welfare, environmental re-
quirements, greater security on the farms and contingency planning.  It also recommended that 
veterinary controls should include a review of the checks carried out by the private veterinary 
practitioner engaged by the licence holders.

On foot of the Review Group’s deliberations, my Department introduced more rigorous 
controls on licence holders in the areas of animal welfare, animal accommodation, security and 
nutrient management.  Licensees are subject to regular inspections, including unannounced 
inspections by Department officials.

The controls in this area are therefore robust and in particular there is a focus on ensuring 
high animal welfare standards are maintained on these farms.

09/05/2019WRB01100Brexit Preparations

09/05/2019WRB0120028. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the extent of contingency planning he has prepared in the event of a no-deal Brexit; the 
submissions he has made to the EU for assistance should a no-deal Brexit occur for the entire 
seafood sector; when such contingencies would come into place in the event of a no-deal; when 
the assistance packages will be made available to the entire seafood sector; if the state of pre-
paredness in the marine sector is equal to preparations made already for the agriculture sector; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19851/19]

09/05/2019WRB01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Both my offi-
cials and I have had intensive discussions with the European Commission, other relevant Mem-
ber States and stakeholders regarding the potential negative impact of a disorderly or  no- deal 
Brexit on the Irish fishing industry and the wider seafood sector as whole.  These discussions 
intensified in recent months and were based on preparatory work already done.  While the im-
mediate threat of a no-deal outcome has been averted, the preparatory work and the discussions 
will continue.
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The key issues in a no-deal situation which I have stressed in all discussions are the potential 
loss of access for Irish and other EU vessels to the UK fishing zone, the need to ensure ongoing 
protection of fish stocks in the waters around Ireland from a subsequent increase in fishing ac-
tivity and potential mitigation measures for the seafood sector at EU level.  It is also important 
to be aware that, in such a  no-deal situation, the EU and Ireland could also face a loss of quota 
share.

Throughout the discussions, I emphasised the necessity for a coordinated European re-
sponse to ensure that there would be proportionate and equitable use of mitigation measures 
overseen by the Commission.

The outcome of these discussions can be seen in the EU Brexit Contingency plan that was 
published on the 10th of April.  This highlights fisheries as one of the most immediately critical 
issues facing the EU in a no-deal Brexit.  We now have identified and agreed co-ordinated and 
fully prepared measures that will be immediately available to address a no-deal Brexit situation 
on the 31st   of October, if the UK were to decide to deny EU vessels access to UK waters.  As 
I have stated previously, I am seeking additional EU funds to support these mitigation measure 
if they ever become necessary, which of course I hope they do not.  Such financial discussions 
are ongoing and there are many variables at play but I can assure the Deputy that the seafood 
sector will, along with agriculture be a key priority for this Government.

I would like to assure the Deputy that I will continue to work to ensure that the marine sector 
is equally prepared to the agriculture sector.

09/05/2019WRB01400Tillage Sector

09/05/2019WRB0150029. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to support and incentivise the wide scale production of premium quality tillage crops, 
meat and dairy products here concentrating on GMO-free, organic and 100% Irish-made prod-
ucts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20108/19]

09/05/2019WRB01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Premium 
quality is the cornerstone of all agrifood products, including grain, beef, dairy and other sectors. 
Irish food products have a highly rated and hard earned reputation in terms of quality, safety and 
sustainability, and this gives them a competitive edge in markets all over the world.

The Irish cereals sector plays a significant role in the supply of high quality grain to the feed 
industry, providing raw material for the food and drinks industry and is a key source of seed 
production.

Cereals are therefore a significant stakeholder in our agrifood industry from a supply/food 
safety and sustainability viewpoint and the continuance of an efficient and viable tillage sector 
in Ireland is vital. My Department continues to provide significant supports to the sector under 
the Agriculture Cashflow Support Loan Scheme, the Tillage Capital Investment Scheme under 
TAMS II, the EU Protein Aid Scheme and the fodder production incentive measure introduced 
in 2018.

- The Tillage TAMS scheme supports tillage farmers adoption of more efficient and sus-
tainable practices by supporting the purchase of items such as GPS guidance and cover crop 
establishment equipment.  

- My Department also provides a high quality official crop seed certification scheme to the 
industry.
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- The €3m coupled Protein Aid Scheme has encouraged the production of beans and peas, 
which reduces our dependence on imported protein feeds, while giving growers the option to 
adapt more sustainable crop rotations. In spring 2018 I announced the continuation of the Pro-
tein Aid Scheme for 2019 and I envisage it remaining for the period of the current CAP.

The Strategy for the development of the Organic Food Sector, which was launched by my 
colleague Minister of State Andrew Doyle, recognises the opportunities that exist for the Irish 
Organic Food Sector and provides clear direction for the development of the Sector up to 2025. 
It aligns the strategic growth plans of the Organic Sector with the broader Food Wise 2025 
Strategy for food and drink.

The overall strategic objective is to develop a consumer-led viable Organic Food Sector in 
Ireland enhancing the sustainability credentials of Irish food which will produce a wide range 
of organic products to meet increasing domestic and export market opportunities. To this end, 
this Strategy sets measurable strategic objectives for each sub-sector and incorporates actions 
considered essential to further support the industry’s development and achieve growth targets.

In respect of dairy, in 2018, Ireland exported dairy products to approximately 140 countries 
totalling over €4.5 billion worth of produce, an increase of over 5% by volume compared to 
2017 and another year of strong performance by the Irish dairy sector.

My Department, in conjunction with other stakeholders, including the Irish dairy companies 
and agencies such as Bord Bia, are playing a key role in building the market for Irish dairy with 
intensive Ministerial trade mission programmes and other promotional work. I am delighted to 
acknowledge that Kerrygold has achieved over €1 billion in annual sales globally.

According to the CSO, Ireland exported almost €3.9 billion worth of meat with a volume of 
over 1 million tonnes in 2018. My officials continue to work towards opening and enhancing 
access to as many markets as possible. This is a key part of our response to the challenges and 
uncertainty posed by Brexit, and in line with the market development theme of the Food Wise 
2025 strategy. As you are aware, Irish food products are stocked in all major retailers across the 
globe.

Preparations for a new agrifood strategy to 2030 are underway. Its development will involve 
an analysis of a range of cross-cutting themes and the various sub-sectors of the agrifood indus-
try; a formal public consultation; and the establishment of a committee to develop the strategy.

Without pre-empting the work of the new committee and the eventual content of the 2030 
strategy, it is clear that consideration will have to be given to the production systems of animal 
and plant products from our livestock, cereal and horticulture sectors as well as customer and 
consumer demands.

Quality Assurance plays a fundamental role in promoting food and horticulture and pro-
vides the platform for consumer promotion of product quality. Bord Bia operates a series of 
quality assurance schemes for the food industry. The schemes are built on best practice in farm-
ing and processing, current legislation, relevant industry guidelines and international standards 
- and are accredited to the ISO17065/2012. They are reflected in the high level of trust placed 
by consumers in QA labels.

As I stated earlier, premium quality is the cornerstone of all Irish agrifood products and the 
measures I have outlined will serve to maintain and enhance our enviable reputation throughout 
the world into the future.
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09/05/2019WRB01700Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Appeals

09/05/2019WRB0180030. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding the appeals process for the ANC scheme with reference to appeals by farm-
ers in County Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19048/19]

09/05/2019WRB01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
current Rural Development Regulation (and subsequent amendments under the Omnibus Regu-
lation) Member States  were required to change the approach to the designation of land under 
the Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme.  Previously my Department had been identifying eli-
gible areas using a range of socio economic indicators such as family farm income, population 
density, percentage of working population engaged in agriculture, and stocking density.  From 
2019, eligible areas must instead be designated using a defined list of bio-physical criteria such 
as slope, soil texture, soil rooting depth, soil moisture and drainage.

Further to the completion of the redesignation process, my Department wrote to all farmers 
holding ANC lands advising them of the status of these lands under the 2019 ANC scheme and 
advised of their right to appeal this position.  The appeals process, overseen by an independent-
ly chaired Appeals Committee, is in place for any farmer who wishes to further appeal the status 
of a particular townland in the 2019 ANC scheme.  Where a farmer notified my Department of 
their wish to make such an appeal, they have been provided with the relevant information in 
relation to the data underpinning the status of the townland in order that an appeal can be based 
on full information.

My Department has received and replied to Notifications of Appeal in respect of 759 indi-
vidual townlands, of which 266 were in County Wexford.   To date, full appeals in respect of 
some 160 townlands have been made to the Appeals Committee, of which 38 are in County 
Wexford.

The Independent Appeal Committee has commenced work on processing the appeals re-
ceived.

09/05/2019WRB02000Livestock Issues

09/05/2019WRB0210031. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason farmers are not paid for the fifth quarter, that is, remaining pieces of an animal 
carcass which are not being used for meat production. [20057/19]

09/05/2019WRB02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am very 
conscious of the role played by livestock farming in sustaining the rural economy and rural 
communities across Ireland.

I am aware of the current challenges facing beef farmers in particular, with a sustained pe-
riod of low prices, following on from additional costs last year arising from the unprecedented 
weather events, and with significant Brexit uncertainty still overhanging the sector.

However, as Minister, I cannot intervene directly in any commodity price, including in 
relation to meat offals. Factory prices are a matter for the processing industry and the farmers 
who supply it. Cattle and other livestock prices are influenced by a variety of factors such as the 
level of consumer demand, production levels and exchange rate differences at any point in time.

09/05/2019WRB02300Basic Payment Scheme Administration
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09/05/2019WRB0240032. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to implement full convergence of the basic payment scheme immediately or on a gradual 
basis over the lifetime of the next CAP; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [19996/19]

09/05/2019WRB02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The draft CAP 
Post-2020 regulations, involve significant changes, including the end of the Basic Payment 
Scheme and the start of the Basic Income Support Scheme (BISS). Under the proposed BISS, 
there is a mandatory requirement for Member States to ensure that, by 2026, all payment values 
reach a minimum convergence level of 75% for all payment entitlements.   Member States will 
also be required to set a maximum value of individual payment entitlements.  It is proposed that 
the funding mechanism will be similar to the current system where payment entitlements with 
values above the average are reduced to fund the convergence.

This proposal builds on the current convergence path of the 2015-2020 CAP Regulations, 
under which all entitlements must reach a minimum value of 60% of the national average by 
2019.  I am open to some further convergence in payments.

Since the launch of the draft CAP Post-2020 regulations by Commissioner Hogan in June 
2018, officials from my Department have been engaging with European colleagues and analys-
ing the effects of all of the proposed changes, including changes to convergence.  This close 
level of engagement and detailed analysis of the impact of the proposals on farmers in Ireland 
will continue until the Regulations are fully developed. The outcome of these continued discus-
sions and the results of these analyses will inform the decision-making process on the imple-
mentation of CAP Post-2020 in Ireland.

09/05/2019WRB02600Gambling Legislation

09/05/2019WRB0270033. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views with regard to children being present at horse racing and greyhound racing tracks 
in view of the trends of problem gambling and the exposure to persons under the legal age to 
gambling; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14340/19]

09/05/2019WRB02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Both Horse 
Racing Ireland and Bord na gCon recognise the need to protect young people, and since 1 Oc-
tober 2017, have implemented measures to prevent Tote bets being taken from persons aged 
under the age of 18.  The engagement in a betting transaction by a bookmaker with a person 
under the age of 18 is strictly prohibited.

Bord na gCon is also a participant in, and contributor to, the newly established Gambling 
Awareness Trust and the recently launched website gamblingcare.ie.

HRI and BnG have also fully supported the work of the Interdepartmental Group on Li-
censing and Regulation of Gambling, and will continue to assist with the development of the 
forthcoming Gaming and Lotteries (Amendment) Bill 2019.

09/05/2019WRB02900Sea Lice Controls

09/05/2019WRB0300034. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number and location of organic salmon farms requested to accelerate harvesting in view of 
concerns about high sea lice levels on their farms; the number and location of other farms with 
levels of sea lice that are of concern; the actions being taken to address and resolve these issues; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20098/19]

09/05/2019WRB03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The control 
protocols for the management of sea lice are operated by the Marine Institute on behalf of the 
State.

To date in 2019, seven finfish production sites have been identified by the Marine Institute 
as having elevated sea lice levels. These sites are in Kilkieran Bay (1); Inver Bay (2); Ballinakill 
Harbour (1); Killary Harbour (1); Mulroy Bay (1); Lough Swilly (1).

The Marine Institute, in accordance with standard procedures, issued Notices to Treat to the 
operators at these sites with measures such as bath treatment, mechanical treatment and cleaner 
fish treatment undertaken, in consultation with the Marine Institute, to address these issues. 
Accelerated harvests were undertaken at three sites in the following bays - Kilkieran Bay, Bal-
linakill Harbour and Inver Bay.

The Marine Institute has concluded that the measures taken by the salmon farms at each site 
have been effective in the control of sea lice infestation on farmed Atlantic salmon in the Spring 
period to date.

The protocols for the control of sea lice in Ireland are more advanced than those operated in 
other jurisdictions for the following reasons:

- The inspection regime is totally independent of the industry.

- Data obtained as a result of inspection is published and made widely available.

- Treatment trigger levels are set at a low level.

The sea lice monitoring and control programme in Ireland has been acknowledged by the 
Environment Directorate (DG Environment) of the EU Commission as representing interna-
tional best practice.

  https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-05-09_pq34-9-04-2019_en.docx

09/05/2019WRB03200Brexit Supports

09/05/2019WRB0330035. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason only 81 approved loans under the Brexit loan scheme have progressed to bank level 
despite 462 eligibility applications received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[19045/19]

09/05/2019WRB03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The €300 
million Brexit Loan Scheme was developed in cooperation with the Department of Business, 
Enterprise and Innovation (DBEI) and the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI), to 
provide working capital support to enable eligible Irish businesses to implement the necessary 
changes to address the challenges posed by Brexit. The Scheme opened for applications on 28th 
March 2018 and it will remain open until 31st March 2020.

It provides for loans of €25,000 to €1,500,000 per eligible enterprise at a maximum interest 
rate of 4%, ranging from 1 year to 3 years, with unsecured loans up to €500,000. The loans can 
be used for future working capital requirements or to fund innovation, change or adaptation of 
the business to mitigate the impact of Brexit.
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Applications for eligibility assessment must be made to the SBCI who, on approval, assign 
an eligibility reference number. This reference number along with the loan application may then 
be provided to a participating lender.

At 26th April, there were 600 eligibility applications received, of which 542 are approved 
and 16 are ineligible. The total number of loans progressed to sanction at bank level is 117 to a 
value of €25.1m, 23 of which relate to food businesses to a value of €7.4m.

The SBCI have informed my Department that the relatively low progression from eligibility 
approval to loan sanction is largely a reflection of the current uncertainty regarding the outcome 
of Brexit. Businesses are establishing their eligibility but not yet drawing down the finance. The 
number of eligibility applications approved indicates a good level of interest in the Scheme, and 
is a good indicator of businesses engaging in Brexit preparedness.

In addition to the Brexit Loan Scheme, the Future Growth Loan Scheme has been developed 
by my Department and DBEI in partnership with the Department of Finance, the SBCI and the 
European Investment Fund (EIF).  It will be delivered through participating finance providers 
and make up to €300 million of investment loans available to eligible Irish businesses, includ-
ing farmers and the agrifood & seafood sectors.  The loans will be competitively priced and 
will be for terms of 8-10 years and will support strategic long-term investment in a post-Brexit 
environment.

This is a long-awaited source of finance for young and new entrant farmers, especially the 
cohort who do not have high levels of security. It will also serve smaller-scale farmers, who 
often do not have the leverage to negotiate for more favourable terms with their banking institu-
tion.

Food companies have identified long term investment finance of up to ten years as a critical 
need which is currently unavailable in Ireland. I am pleased that the Government have been 
able to deliver this product and its effects will be felt all along the food production chain from 
primary producer to processor.

I was pleased to launch this Scheme recently with my colleagues. It is open for loan eligibil-
ity applications through the SBCI website since 17th April.

09/05/2019WRB03500Beef Industry

09/05/2019WRB0360036. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a compensation package will be introduced as a direct mitigation measure from the 
decrease in prices experienced by beef farmers since Autumn 2018 from the impact of Brexit. 
[20056/19]

09/05/2019WRB03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The agrifood 
sector is of critical importance to the Irish economy, and its regional spread means it underpins 
the socio-economic development of rural areas in particular.  Brexit has the potential to have 
a very significant impact on the sector, given its unique exposure to the UK market, which ac-
counted for 38% (€5.2 billion) of agrifood exports last year.

There are on-going discussions with the Commission regarding the difficulties which would 
face Ireland in the event of a no-deal Brexit, and the assistance that might be required for its ag-
riculture food and fishery sectors.  Avoiding a no-deal Brexit continues to be the Government’s 
overriding policy priority.
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I have held a number of discussions with Commissioner Hogan regarding the potential 
impact of a disorderly Brexit on the sector. I have stressed the need for the Commission to be 
ready to deploy a range of measures to mitigate the potential impacts on agrifood and fisher-
ies, including through traditional market supports and exceptional aid under the CAP’s Single 
Common Market Organisation regulation (Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013), as well increased 
flexibility under State Aid regulations.

However, it is also important to acknowledge that the past few months have been very dif-
ficult for beef farmers in particular, following a difficult year in 2018 due to weather conditions. 
There has been a prolonged and exceptional period of depressed prices since last autumn, with 
the ongoing uncertainty surrounding the outcome of Brexit, among other factors, contributing 
to this market disturbance.

In light of the on-going depressed market prices, I have, in discussions with Commissioner 
Hogan and my EU counterparts, said that I believe that the deployment of exceptional measures 
under the CMO Regulation, to provide targeted aid to farm families who have suffered a sus-
tained reduction in returns from the market, is now required.  I made an intervention to this ef-
fect at the April meeting of the Council of Agriculture Ministers, and my officials have followed 
this up with a detailed submission, which is under consideration by Commission officials.

One of the unique strengths of the agrifood sector has been the shared vision for the sustain-
able development of the sector in Food Wise 2025. It is crucial that we all continue to work 
together. I have highlighted the need for stakeholders to recognise their inter-dependency, and 
to increase the strength of all links in the supply chain, including the development of Beef Pro-
ducer Organisations.

I am deeply committed to fully supporting and developing Ireland’s beef sector.  I am 
strongly of the view that the existing range of supports available to beef farmers under the RDP, 
together with ensuring access to as many markets as possible, both for live animals and beef 
exports, are appropriate for the continued development of the sector.

09/05/2019WRB03800Agrifood Sector

09/05/2019WRB0390037. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
progress made on growing existing markets and establishing new markets that will equate to 
exports of agricultural produce to the UK in view of the delay in Brexit; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19998/19]

09/05/2019WRB04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The pursuit 
and development of new markets for Irish agrifood exports is an ongoing and central compo-
nent of the strategic development of the agrifood sector, as evidenced by its placement right 
at the centre of Food Wise 2025, and is of particular relevance given the need to diversify our 
markets and to reduce our exposure to traditional destinations such as the UK.

My Department continues to open new markets and deepen trade with existing markets for 
Irish agrifood exporters. The highlight of 2018 in this respect was the decision of the Chi-
nese authorities to open their market to Irish beef imports. Other notable achievements during 
2018 were agreements with Qatar and Kuwait which allowed for the importation of Irish beef, 
sheepmeat and poultry to their markets, and most recently in April 2019 we saw the opening of 
the Ukrainian market for Irish beef and pork.

Trade Missions play an important role in securing market access, and in deepening trade 
with existing markets. March 2019 has already seen the first trade mission of the year, to Tur-
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key, primarily focusing on Live Trade. The remainder of 2019 will see missions to China next 
week, Japan and South Korea in June, and Algeria and Egypt in November. These destinations 
are in keeping with Bord Bia’s recent market prioritisation exercise, which has identified the 
markets that provide the greatest potential for an increase in Irish agrifood exports.

Overall, agrifood exports to countries outside the EU have increased from around €2.7 bil-
lion to €3.6 billion in the period 2014 to 2018. This represents very rapid growth of 36% in that 
four-year timeframe. It remains the case, nonetheless, that exports to the UK comprise a very 
significant proportion of Irish agrifood exports.

In that context, the avoidance of a hard Brexit must remain a critically important policy 
objective.

09/05/2019WRB04100Greyhound Industry

09/05/2019WRB0420038. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if his attention has been drawn to reports (details supplied) that at least 40 Irish and UK born 
and trained greyhounds are allegedly being kept in poor conditions for breeding in China; the 
resources he will make available for the repatriation of Irish greyhounds; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [19047/19]

09/05/2019WRB04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am aware of 
reports on the export of Irish greyhounds to other jurisdictions. Bord na gCon is a commercial 
state body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 chiefly to control greyhound 
racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.

Bord na gCon has informed me that it is aware of reports suggesting cruelty to greyhounds 
in other jurisdictions and condemns any such practices in the strongest possible terms. 

The newspaper report that the Deputy cites refers to two greyhounds by name - one of 
whom raced here before being exported to race in the UK and the other who was registered 
in Ireland but unraced here. BnG is opposed to exports to countries that do not meet Ireland’s 
welfare standards. BnG continues to advise owners to only export to destinations that provide 
the expected levels of greyhound welfare in its Code of Practice. I fully endorse this view.

It is important to note that Bord na gCon has no control of events outside the jurisdiction of 
Ireland and has no statutory function regarding the regulation of greyhound exports. The export 
of greyhounds could still continue indirectly via other countries before reaching their final des-
tination. The World Trade Organisation does not presently envisage trade restrictions based on 
animal welfare concerns.

BnG has informed me that potential solutions have been discussed through the International 
Greyhound Welfare Forum which includes national and international welfare agencies. The 
movement of all dogs between EU member states is currently set on a European level. This 
may require any further legislative changes to be sponsored at a European level and as part of 
overall world trade agreements. 

Any person or persons found to have been in breach of the Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011 
have been and will continue to be referred to An Garda Síochána.

09/05/2019WRB04400Environmental Investigations
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09/05/2019WRB0450039. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
his attention has been drawn to ongoing research undertaken by NUI Galway with EU funding 
on antibiotic resistant bacteria in the sea around County Galway; the actions being taken further 
to the findings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20097/19]

09/05/2019WRB04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am advised 
that NUI Galway is undertaking research in relation to antibiotic resistant bacteria which is be-
ing carried out with the support of the Environmental Protection Agency.

As my Department is not involved in the project, I do not have any comments on the matter 
at this stage.

09/05/2019WRB04700Animal Feedstuffs

09/05/2019WRB0480040. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the per-
centage of beef products that are genetically modified free; the percentage of dairy products that 
are genetically modified free; the percentage of cattle feed used here that is imported genetically 
modified free; if the imported feed is tested for traces of chemicals such as glyphosate; if so, 
the locations these test results can be accessed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20107/19]

09/05/2019WRB04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In Ireland, up 
to 80% of feed for ruminants is provided by grass, hay and silage.

Feed for livestock is, of course, supplemented by feed rations that include imports. The pig, 
poultry and dairy sectors are particularly dependent on imports of GM maize and soyabean, 
and their by-products, as these are essential ingredients in the formulation of these feed rations.

Climatic conditions in Ireland are traditionally not suited to the cultivation of soyabean 
and grain maize, the most common international feed protein sources. However, Ireland sup-
ports increased domestic production of protein crops, which are of course GM-free. Since the 
introduction of the national coupled protein support payment in 2015, the area of protein crops, 
mainly beans, has increased from an average of 4,000 ha to 13,000 ha in 2017.

Ireland imported approximately 5.1 million tonnes of animal feed materials in 2018. Ireland 
is very dependant therefore on internationally produced grains, particularly from North and 
South America’s and where production systems are based on GM production. Over 90% of the 
soyabean and 80% of the maize products imported from Argentina, Brazil, Canada and the USA 
are derived from genetically modified crops. Approximately 2.7 million tonnes of these imports 
in 2018 were GM products, constituting over 50% of total feed imports.

The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine implements a comprehensive control 
plan to verify compliance with EU feed legislation and to ensure the safety of the animal feed 
chain, which includes inspections of feed businesses and sampling of animal feed for chemical 
and microbiological contaminants. The results of the annual control plan are available from the 
annual report on Ireland’s National Control Plan.

09/05/2019WRB05000Brexit Supports

09/05/2019WRB0510041. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the contingencies being operationalised and supports that will be in place to safeguard 
farmers here and the agrifood sector for all scenarios including a no-deal hard Brexit; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [20058/19]

09/05/2019WRB05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): While ratifica-
tion of the Withdrawal Agreement is still the Government’s primary objective, preparations are 
continuing for all scenarios.

For example, my Department, as part of the whole-of-Government approach to Brexit, has 
been very active in relation to preparedness for import controls that will be required when the 
UK becomes a Third Country. The focus in this regard is on fulfilling its legal obligations as 
efficiently as possible, while also ensuring the minimum possible disruption to trading arrange-
ments.

My Department has also sharpened its Brexit communications strategy in order to keep 
stakeholders informed and to encourage them to take the necessary steps to allow their trad-
ing arrangements with the UK to continue. Key elements here include an updated website, call 
centre and central e-mail address, streamlined registration arrangements and increased presence 
on social media.

In order to help mitigate the impacts on the sector, I have introduced a number of budget-
ary measures over the last three years aimed at helping farmers and the agrifood sector to im-
prove competitiveness, and to support market and product diversification.

I have met with Commissioner Hogan to discuss the potential impact of a no-deal Brexit 
on farmers and the agrifood sector, and have stressed the need to be ready to deploy a range of 
measures to mitigate the potential impacts on farmers and processors. Commissioner Hogan has 
confirmed the EU’s readiness to respond and support Ireland in the event of a no-deal Brexit.

While the immediate prospect of a no-deal Brexit has waned, my officials are continuing 
to deepen and broaden preparatory arrangements in order to ensure that our state of readiness 
is maintained and enhanced against the backdrop of what continues to be an uncertain political 
environment.

09/05/2019WRB05300Beef Industry

09/05/2019WRB0540042. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
details of the submission made to the European Commission for an additional support package 
for the beef sector; the feedback received; and when a final decision is expected. [20105/19]

09/05/2019WRB05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The agrifood 
sector is of critical importance to the Irish economy, and its regional spread means it underpins 
the socio-economic development of rural areas in particular.  Brexit has the potential to have 
a very significant impact on the sector, given its unique exposure to the UK market, which ac-
counted for 38% (€5.2 billion) of agrifood exports last year.

There are on-going discussions with the Commission regarding the difficulties which would 
face Ireland in the event of a no-deal Brexit, and the assistance that might be required for its ag-
riculture food and fishery sectors.  Avoiding a no-deal Brexit continues to be the Government’s 
overriding policy priority.

I have held a number of discussions with Commissioner Hogan regarding the potential 
impact of a disorderly Brexit on the sector. I have stressed the need for the Commission to be 
ready to deploy a range of measures to mitigate the potential impacts on agrifood and fisher-
ies, including through traditional market supports and exceptional aid under the CAP’s Single 
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Common Market Organisation regulation (Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013), as well increased 
flexibility under State Aid regulations.

However, it is also important to acknowledge that the past few months have been very dif-
ficult for beef farmers in particular, following a difficult year in 2018 due to weather conditions. 
There has been a prolonged and exceptional period of depressed prices since last autumn, with 
the ongoing uncertainty surrounding the outcome of Brexit, among other factors, contributing 
to this market disturbance.

In light of the on-going depressed market prices, I have, in discussions with Commissioner 
Hogan and my EU counterparts, said that I believe that the deployment of exceptional measures 
under the CMO Regulation, to provide targeted aid to farm families who have suffered a sus-
tained reduction in returns from the market, is now required.  I made an intervention to this ef-
fect at the April meeting of the Council of Agriculture Ministers, and my officials have followed 
this up with a detailed submission, which is under consideration by Commission officials.

One of the unique strengths of the agrifood sector has been the shared vision for the sustain-
able development of the sector in Food Wise 2025. It is crucial that we all continue to work 
together. I have highlighted the need for stakeholders to recognise their inter-dependency, and 
to increase the strength of all links in the supply chain, including the development of Beef Pro-
ducer Organisations.

I am deeply committed to fully supporting and developing Ireland’s beef sector.  I am 
strongly of the view that the existing range of supports available to beef farmers under the RDP, 
together with ensuring access to as many markets as possible, both for live animals and beef 
exports, are appropriate for the continued development of the sector.

09/05/2019WRB05600Brexit Supports

09/05/2019WRB0570043. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the sup-
ports in place to support farmers and the mushroom growers sector in view of Brexit; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20106/19]

09/05/2019WRB05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Brexit poses 
very significant challenges for the agrifood sector in general but also for the mushroom sector, 
with the UK market accounting for around 90% of our annual production. The Irish Govern-
ment’s position will continue to be to minimise the impact of Brexit on existing trade for all 
Irish exports, including mushrooms.

Support is currently provided by my Department and its State Agencies on a number of 
fronts.

The EU Producer Organisation Scheme is a vital support for the mushroom sector, with 
around 80% of Irish mushroom growers being members of a producer organisation at present. 
This scheme provides an important mechanism for growers to achieve greater bargaining power 
in the marketplace by becoming part of a larger supply base. In addition this scheme is funding 
a number of initiatives to improve mushroom grower competitiveness including Lean Training 
for mushroom growers.  Indeed the concentration of supply through the Producer Organisation 
Scheme has allowed exporters in many cases to negotiate Sterling price rises from their UK 
customers in response to the weakening of Sterling.

The Scheme of Investment Aid for the Development of the Commercial Horticulture Sector 
continues to be the main support for individual growers in the horticulture industry including 
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mushroom producers who wish to make capital investments in specialised equipment or build-
ings. Budget 2019 allocated an additional €1 million in funding bringing the total provision for 
a sector particularly challenged by Brexit to €6 million.

The new “Future Growth Loan Scheme” scheme which I launched recently will provide 
long term, unsecured investment finance for farmers and small scale companies in the food and 
seafood sectors. The loans will be competitively priced, will be for terms of 8-10 years and will 
support strategic long-term investment in a post-Brexit environment. There will be €50million 
to €60million available initially for farmers.

Bord Bia has commenced a 3-year mushroom promotion campaign on the Irish and UK 
markets. This campaign is co-funded by the industry and the European Commission. It is im-
portant to emphasise that the overall market for mushrooms in the UK and Ireland remains 
strong, showing good potential for further growth.

09/05/2019WRB05900Beef Industry

09/05/2019WRB0600044. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he is taking to assist farmers affected by the ongoing beef crisis; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20061/19]

09/05/2019WRB06100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The agrifood 
sector is of critical importance to the Irish economy, and its regional spread means it underpins 
the socio-economic development of rural areas in particular.  Brexit has the potential to have 
a very significant impact on the sector, given its unique exposure to the UK market, which ac-
counted for 38% (€5.2 billion) of agrifood exports last year.

There are on-going discussions with the Commission regarding the difficulties which would 
face Ireland in the event of a no-deal Brexit, and the assistance that might be required for its ag-
riculture food and fishery sectors.  Avoiding a no-deal Brexit continues to be the Government’s 
overriding policy priority.

I have held a number of discussions with Commissioner Hogan regarding the potential 
impact of a disorderly Brexit on the sector. I have stressed the need for the Commission to be 
ready to deploy a range of measures to mitigate the potential impacts on agrifood and fisher-
ies, including through traditional market supports and exceptional aid under the CAP’s Single 
Common Market Organisation regulation (Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013), as well increased 
flexibility under State Aid regulations.

However, it is also important to acknowledge that the past few months have been very dif-
ficult for beef farmers in particular, following a difficult year in 2018 due to weather conditions. 
There has been a prolonged and exceptional period of depressed prices since last autumn, with 
the ongoing uncertainty surrounding the outcome of Brexit, among other factors, contributing 
to this market disturbance.

In light of the on-going depressed market prices, I have, in discussions with Commissioner 
Hogan and my EU counterparts, said that I believe that the deployment of exceptional measures 
under the CMO Regulation, to provide targeted aid to farm families who have suffered a sus-
tained reduction in returns from the market, is now required.  I made an intervention to this ef-
fect at the April meeting of the Council of Agriculture Ministers, and my officials have followed 
this up with a detailed submission, which is under consideration by Commission officials.

One of the unique strengths of the agrifood sector has been the shared vision for the sustain-
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able development of the sector in Food Wise 2025. It is crucial that we all continue to work 
together. I have highlighted the need for stakeholders to recognise their inter-dependency, and 
to increase the strength of all links in the supply chain, including the development of Beef Pro-
ducer Organisations.

I am deeply committed to fully supporting and developing Ireland’s beef sector.  I am 
strongly of the view that the existing range of supports available to beef farmers under the RDP, 
together with ensuring access to as many markets as possible, both for live animals and beef 
exports, are appropriate for the continued development of the sector.

09/05/2019WRC00200International Terrorism

09/05/2019WRC0030045. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his plans to change the travel status to Sri Lanka in view of violence in the country; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20259/19]

09/05/2019WRC00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The at-
tacks in the Sri Lankan cities of Colombo, Negombo and Batticaloa on Easter Sunday resulted 
in the deaths of over 250 people and injured hundreds more.  I wish to record my strong con-
demnation of these atrocities, and to extend my sympathies and condolences to the families and 
friends of those injured and killed.

Following the attacks on 21 April my Department updated its travel advice for Sri Lanka to 
advise Irish citizens to follow the instructions and advice of local authorities and stay indoors 
where possible, as well as to warn that travel restrictions and curfews were in place across the 
island. This advice was further updated in the following days as more details of the attacks 
emerged, and to reflect that a State of Emergency was declared on 23 April. On 25 April my 
Department changed the Security Status for Sri Lanka to “Avoid non-essential travel”. This is 
the second most severe travel warning my Department issues and was in response to the ongo-
ing volatile security situation in the country. 

My Department continually reviews its travel advice based on the reports from Irish mis-
sions, local contacts, EU partners and a wide range of other sources.

09/05/2019WRC00500Help-To-Buy Scheme

09/05/2019WRC0060046. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Finance his plans to continue with 
the help-to-buy scheme beyond 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20173/19]

09/05/2019WRC00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Help to Buy incentive (HTB) is 
scheduled to expire on 31 December 2019.  This is provided for in Section 477C of the Taxes 
Consolidation Act 1997.

As is normal, the role and operation of the incentive will be examined in the context of the 
forthcoming Budget and Finance Bill process.  It would be premature at this point to anticipate 
the outcome of that examination.

09/05/2019WRC00800Tax Reliefs Availability

09/05/2019WRC0090047. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
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Question No. 136 of 16 April 2019, his views on a matter (details supplied). [20283/19]

09/05/2019WRC01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that where 
consanguinity relief is not available, the full amount of stamp duty relieved under the ‘young 
trained farmer’ relief counts towards the amount of State aid that may be granted in the context 
of the application of Article 18 of the EU Agricultural Block Exemption Regulations. That ar-
ticle imposes a €70,000 ceiling on the amount of State aid that may be granted to an individual 
farmer.  Accordingly, in the situation outlined by the Deputy, the full amount of the €60,000 
stamp duty chargeable on the open market purchase of farmland is relieved under the ‘young 
trained farmer relief’, which means in effect that €60,000 State aid has been granted. 

I would again stress two points I made in my reply to your previous PQ on this matter.

Firstly, supporting young farmers and generational renewal continues to be a priority for the 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, as it is for the Government, and will form an 
important part of the CAP post-2020. Minister Creed and his Department are actively engaging 
with other Member States and the EU on these issues during the current negotiations on new 
CAP proposals. 

Secondly, any changes to the Regulation that gives rise to the lifetime cap on the state aid 
that farmers can receive under the three schemes covered by it in Ireland can only be considered 
in the context of the CAP negotiations. In the meantime, the Government must seek to ensure, 
as with all EU Regulations, that the Regulation is enforced here, or we risk being in contraven-
tion of EU law.

09/05/2019WRC01100Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

09/05/2019WRC0120048. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status 
of plans to implement recommendations made by the Labour Court in terms of enhanced redun-
dancy and pension entitlements for community employment supervisors. [20256/19]

09/05/2019WRC01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): This issue 
relates to a claim by community employment supervisors and assistant supervisors who have 
been seeking, through their union representatives, the allocation of Exchequer funding to im-
plement a 2008 Labour Court recommendation relating to the provision of a pension scheme. 

The matter was the subject of extensive discussion at the Community Sector High Level 
Forum which was reconvened to examine certain issues pertaining to the Community Employ-
ment sector and in particular to ensure that the matter was fully examined having regard to both 
costs and precedent.  The membership of this Forum includes public service management and 
union representatives. The implications arising from this claim extend beyond the CE Supervi-
sors and Assistant Supervisors cadre and impact across the entire Community and Voluntary 
sector. 

A detailed scoping exercise was carried out by my Department in 2017 in order to compre-
hensively examine and assess the full potential implications of the issues under consideration.

The scoping exercise clearly illustrated that this matter presents very significant issues for 
the Exchequer, with a potential cost exposure for the State of between €188 million per annum 
and €347m depending on the size of the sector which is difficult to ascertain, were consequen-
tial demands to be made to fund employer pension contributions for all similar State funded 
Community and Voluntary organisations.  This excludes any provision for immediate ex-gratia 
lump sum payment of pension for those imminently retiring, as sought, which could, depending 



Questions - Written Answers

30

on the size of the sector, give rise to a further Exchequer cost exposure of up to €318 million.

The Forum met in the period subsequent to the conduct of the scoping exercise where rel-
evant matters in respect of this issue were discussed in comprehensive detail with the members 
of the Forum. These discussions provided a clear understanding to each of the parties of their 
respective  positions in relation to this matter and in this context the formal engagement process 
between the parties was accordingly  concluded on this basis.

It continues to be the position that state organisations are not the employer of the particular 
employees concerned and accordingly it is not for the State to provide funding for occupational 
pension scheme provision.

09/05/2019WRC01400Public Sector Staff Retirements

09/05/2019WRC0150049. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he has 
issued the report on the public servants forced to retire between 6 December 2017 and the com-
mencement of the Public Service Superannuation (Age of Retirement) Act 2018 due to reaching 
65 years of age as per Part 3, section 6 of the Act; if appropriate remedies to assist this cohort 
have been found; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20265/19]

09/05/2019WRC01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): On 5 Decem-
ber 2017, the Government made the decision to increase the compulsory retirement age to 70, 
for public servants recruited prior to 1 April 2004.  Primary legislation was necessary in order 
to bring that change into effect.  It was made clear at the time that until such legislation was 
enacted, the compulsory retirement age of 65, which applied to the vast majority of this cohort, 
remained in effect and pre-2004 public servants reaching that age would be required to retire.

Interim arrangements were provided for the cohort of public servants who reached their 
compulsory retirement age of 65 after the Government Decision because, while they would be 
aware of the Government’s decision, they would be unable to avail of it.  Those arrangements 
permitted these individuals to be rehired post-retirement for a period of 1 year until they reached 
the age of eligibility for the State Pension (Contributory).  Without that specific arrangement, 
they would have been required to cease working on reaching the age of 65.

The Public Service Superannuation (Age of Retirement) Act 2018 was enacted on 26 De-
cember 2018. Under the Act, any relevant public servant who had not already reached their 
compulsory retirement age of 65 before that date has a new compulsory retirement age of 70.  
Enactment of the legislation had no effect on those public servants who retired at 65 prior to 
the 26 December 2018 and who availed of a one year contract under the interim arrangements.  
The terms of their contracts continue to apply and they will cease working when they reach the 
age of 66.

Section 3 of the 2018 Act also provides that I, as Minister for Public Expenditure and Re-
form, within three months of the passing of the Act, would prepare and lay before the Oireach-
tas a report on the public servants who were forced to retire between 6 December 2017 and the 
commencement of the Act, due to reaching the age of 65 years, and on potential remedies to 
assist this cohort of worker.  This Report was laid before the Oireachtas on 26 March 2019 and 
is publicly available on the www.gov.ie website and in the Oireachtas Library online catalogue. 

Having considered all of the issues outlined in the Report, I am satisfied that the interim 
arrangements were an appropriate temporary policy response at the time of the Government 
Decision, pending enactment of the legislation.  The terms of those arrangements were clear, 
unambiguous and made known to those who availed of them.  Accordingly, for the reasons set 
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out in the report, I do not propose to make any changes to those terms.

09/05/2019WRC01700Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

09/05/2019WRC0180050. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will address concerns raised in correspondence (details suppled) on the proposed industrial ac-
tion by community employment supervisors; if he will engage with unions; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20194/19]

09/05/2019WRC0190053. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
arrange a meeting as requested by a union (details supplied) to discuss the implementation of 
a pension scheme for community employment supervisors; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20238/19]

09/05/2019WRC02000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 50 and 53 together.

This issue relates to a claim by community employment supervisors and assistant supervi-
sors who have been seeking, through their union representatives, the allocation of Exchequer 
funding to implement a 2008 Labour Court recommendation relating to the provision of a pen-
sion scheme. 

The matter was the subject of extensive discussion at the Community Sector High Level 
Forum which was reconvened to examine certain issues pertaining to the Community Employ-
ment sector and in particular to ensure that the matter was fully examined having regard to both 
costs and precedent.  The membership of this Forum includes public service management and 
union representatives. The implications arising from this claim extend beyond the CE Supervi-
sors and Assistant Supervisors cadre and impact across the entire Community and Voluntary 
sector. 

A detailed scoping exercise was carried out by my Department in 2017 in order to compre-
hensively examine and assess the full potential implications of the issues under consideration.

The scoping exercise clearly illustrated that this matter presents very significant issues for 
the Exchequer, with a potential cost exposure for the State of between €188 million per annum 
and €347m depending on the size of the sector which is difficult to ascertain, were consequen-
tial demands to be made to fund employer pension contributions for all similar State funded 
Community and Voluntary organisations.  This excludes any provision for immediate ex-gratia 
lump sum payment of pension for those imminently retiring, as sought, which could, depending 
on the size of the sector, give rise to a further Exchequer cost exposure of up to €318 million.

The Forum met in the period subsequent to the conduct of the scoping exercise where rel-
evant matters in respect of this issue were discussed in comprehensive detail with the members 
of the Forum. These discussions provided a clear understanding to each of the parties of their 
respective  positions in relation to this matter and in this context the formal engagement process 
between the parties was accordingly  concluded on this basis.

It continues to be the position that state organisations are not the employer of the particular 
employees concerned and accordingly it is not for the State to provide funding for occupational 
pension scheme provision.

09/05/2019WRC02100Public Sector Staff Remuneration
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09/05/2019WRC0220051. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans for full restoration of public service pensions before 2021; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20198/19]

09/05/2019WRC02300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Public 
Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 sets out a specific schedule of measures and dates in respect 
of deductions made under the FEMPI Acts including provisions in respect of the implemen-
tation of the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018-2020 (PSSA). This scheduled further 
lessening of the PSPR impact on pensions means that from 1 January 2019 all pensions up to 
€39,000 per annum will be exempt from PSPR, removing some 12,000 pensioners from the 
impact of PSPR.

From 1 January 2020, further PSPR-amelioration will mean that all pensions up to €54,000 
per annum will be exempt from PSPR, removing some 10,500 additional pensioners from the 
impact of PSPR.

When fully in place from the beginning of 2020, these changes will mean that the vast ma-
jority of public service retirees - approximately 97% - comprising everyone with occupational 
pension values up to at least €54,000, will be entirely free of PSPR. For those who retired since 
end-February 2012 that threshold will be even higher at €60,000.

Section 26 of the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act, 2017 requires the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform to make an order, no later than 31 December 2020, setting a date for 
the complete elimination of PSPR from all public service pensions.

This approach can be seen in the context that restoration of the public service pension reduc-
tions has proceeded at a faster pace than has applied to the FEMPI pay measures.

This implies that only those pensions whose associated contemporary salaries are, at a mini-
mum, €108,000 (or €120,000 for the post-February 2012 retiree group), will bear any PSPR 
impact beyond the end of 2020.  I can assure the Deputy that the timetable set out in the Act 
will be complied with.

09/05/2019WRC02400Public Sector Pensions

09/05/2019WRC0250052. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to provide increases in public service pensions of €12,000 or less; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20199/19]

09/05/2019WRC02600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In order to 
address the question, I would first advise the Deputy of the existing pension increase policies in 
place for public service pensions.

The current pension increase policy applying to pensions awarded under pre-existing public 
service pension schemes (i.e. excluding the Single Pension Scheme) was agreed as part of the 
Public Service Stability Agreement 2018-2020 (PSSA). This policy is essentially a time-limited 
(expires end-2020) resumption of the non-statutory pension increase arrangements, sometimes 
known as pay parity, which formerly prevailed, but which lapsed in 2010. Under that policy, 
pay increases applied to serving staff over the course of the PSSA are passed on to those pen-
sions where the salary on which the pension is based, in any case, does not exceed the salary 
of a serving staff member with the same grade and scale point, after the pay increase has been 
applied. If it qualifies, the pension is eligible for an increase to the extent that this will ensure 
alignment with the pay of serving staff.
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As regards pensions payable under the Single Pension Scheme, the pension scheme intro-
duced for new entrants to the public service from 2013 onwards, the relevant legislation pro-
vides that pensions are uprated in line with CPI increases.

I have no plans to provide increases in public service pensions of €12,000 or less other than 
in accordance with the policies I have outlined.

  Question No. 53 answered with Question No. 50.

09/05/2019WRC02800Budget Measures

09/05/2019WRC0290054. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the min-
isterial gross expenditure ceilings as originally budgeted for, that is, ceiling for 2018 according 
to the budget 2016 expenditure report for each year since expenditure ceilings were established 
by gross capital and gross current expenditure; the actual ministerial gross expenditure for each 
of these years including 2018 by gross capital and gross current expenditure in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20264/19]

09/05/2019WRC03000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Set out below 
are the gross voted current, capital and total expenditure ceilings for the period 2014 to 2018 
published in the Expenditure Reports for Budgets 2014 to 2018. Also included in the Table is 
the actual outturn for each year. These ceilings are agreed by Government and set on a nominal 
gross expenditure basis and are restated to reflect any technical or policy adjustments.

Over the last number of years for example, adjustments have reflected current expenditure 
increases for the Health sector and other areas; technical changes to funding arrangements for 
Irish Water; additional capital investment; and new funds under the National Development Plan. 

Following a period of significant expenditure consolidation, the overall fiscal context needs 
to be considered when reviewing the movements in the expenditure ceilings.  While, for ex-
ample, Budget 2014 set out an expenditure ceiling of €51.9 billion for 2016 and a General Gov-
ernment deficit of 2.4% of GDP, the actual expenditure of €56 billion could be accommodated 
while delivering a General Government deficit of c. 0.7% of GDP. Budgets 2017 and 2018 re-
flect adjustments including the allocation of additional funding for capital investment and bud-
getary decisions to prioritise additional spending supported by discretionary revenue measures.  

Table 1: Multi-Annual Gross Voted Current Expenditure Ceilings Budget 2014 - 2018 
(€m)

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Budget 2014 49,606 48,250 48,600 - -
Budget 2015 - 50,077 50,296 50,362 -
Budget 2016 - - 51,477 52,197 52,813
Budget 2017 - - - 53,494 54,720
Budget 2018 - - - - 55,593
Outturn 50,501 50,864 51,775 54,019 57,052

Table 2: Multi-Annual Gross Voted Capital Expenditure Ceilings Budget 2014 - 2018 
(€m)
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2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Budget 2014 3,335 3,252 3,255 - -
Budget 2015 - 3,549 3,600 3,748 -
Budget 2016 - - 3,781 3,970 4,230
Budget 2017 - - - 4,535 5,292
Budget 2018 - - - - 5,330
Outturn 3,597 3,730 4,212 4,601 5,928

Table 3: Multi-Annual Total Gross Voted Expenditure Ceilings Budget 2014 - 2018 
(€m)

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Budget 2014 52,941 51,502 51,855 - - 
Budget 2015 - 53,626 53,896 54,110 - 
Budget 2016 - - 55,258 56,167 57,043
Budget 2017 - - - 58,029 60,012
Budget 2018 - - - 0 60,923
Outturn 54,098 54,594 55,987 58,620 62,979

09/05/2019WRC03100Schools Building Projects Status

09/05/2019WRC0320055. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the timeline for 
the new secondary school for west Blanchardstown; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20177/19]

09/05/2019WRC03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will be aware, 
in April 2018, the Government announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools over 
the next four years (2019 to 2022), including a new 800 pupil post-primary school (to be estab-
lished in 2020) to serve the Blanchardstown_West_Dublin15 and BlanchardstownVge_Dub-
lin15 school planning areas as a regional solution.

This announcement follows nationwide demographic exercises carried out by my Depart-
ment into the future need for primary and post-primary schools across the country and the 
4-year horizon will enable increased lead-in times for planning and delivery of the necessary 
infrastructure.

A patronage process is run after it has been decided, based on demographic analysis, that 
a new school is required.  This patronage process is open to all patron bodies and prospective 
patrons.  Parental preferences for each patron, from parents of children who reside in the school 
planning areas concerned, together with the extent of diversity currently available in these ar-
eas, are key to decisions in relation to the outcome of this process. 

The patronage process for new schools is overseen by an external independent advisory 
group, the New Schools Establishment Group (NSEG).  Following their consideration of my 
Department’s assessment reports, the NSEG submits a report with recommendations to me for 
consideration and final decision.  The assessment reports and the NSEG recommendations for 
all such patronage processes are made available on my Department’s website.

An Online Patronage Process System (OPPS) has been developed by my Department to 
provide objective information to all parents which will allow them to make an informed choice 
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about their preferred model of patronage for their child’s education. Parental preferences were 
previously collected based on direct engagement with patron bodies.

The patronage process for primary and post-primary schools to be established in 2020 will 
commence in 2019, significantly ahead of their due opening. Updates in relation to further pa-
tronage processes will be announced on the OPPS website and my Department’s website (www.
education.ie).

My Department has identified potential locations for the school and is currently working to 
undertake a detailed assessment of these.  It is not, unfortunately, possible to give an indicative 
timeline for the delivery of the new school at this point. Once the location has been determined, 
the project to deliver the school accommodation can advance into the architectural planning 
process.

09/05/2019WRC03400Schools Building Projects Status

09/05/2019WRC0350056. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans for new 
secondary school provision in Kill, County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [20182/19]

09/05/2019WRC03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 
school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of 
sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level. 

Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter de-
mand in that area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department engages 
with each of the local authorities to obtain the up-to-date data on significant new residential 
development in each area.  This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure planning is 
keeping pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture with planned 
new residential development, including additional residential developments arising from the 
Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF).

Where data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such additional 
provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depending on the 
circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

As the Deputy may be aware, the Government recently announced plans for the establish-
ment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022). This announcement follows 
nationwide demographic exercises carried out by my Department into the future need for pri-
mary and post-primary schools across the country and the 4-year horizon will enable increased 
lead-in times for planning and delivery of the necessary infrastructure.

In addition to the new schools announced, there will be a need for further school accom-
modation in other areas in the future.  
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While the announcement did not include a new post-primary school in the Naas school plan-
ning area, within which Kill is located, the requirement for new schools will be kept under on-
going review and in particular will have regard for the increased roll-out of housing provision 
as outlined in Project Ireland 2040.

It is open to an individual school to apply for accommodation under the additional accom-
modation scheme if the school does not have sufficient capacity to meet school places.

09/05/2019WRC03700Teacher Recruitment

09/05/2019WRC0380057. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the incentives or 
entitlements in place or being considered to encourage Irish-trained teachers who emigrated to 
return to live and work here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20186/19]

09/05/2019WRC03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Management bodies and 
schools have, in recent years, reported difficulties in recruiting teachers. At primary level this 
relates mainly to the recruitment of substitute teachers and at post primary to the recruitment 
of teachers of particular subjects such as STEM, modern foreign languages, Irish and Home 
Economics.

In response to these difficulties, the Teacher Supply Steering Group, which is chaired by the 
Secretary General of my Department, was established in March 2018.

The Steering Group is considering the issues that relate to teacher supply under four policy 
headings: initial teacher education policy, provision, funding and support; data/research re-
quirements; policies and arrangements for schools and teachers that impact on teacher mobil-
ity/supply; and promotion of the teaching profession. It is supported in its work by the Teacher 
Supply Implementation Group and a number of working groups that are looking at specific 
policy areas. In undertaking its task, the Steering Group is cognisant of the requirement that 
all persons wishing to teach in recognised schools must meet the professional registration stan-
dards and criteria set by the Teaching Council, which is the professional regulatory body for the 
teaching profession.

The Steering Group is overseeing the Action Plan for Teacher Supply, which I published in 
November 2018. Several of the actions are aimed at supporting Irish teachers who are consider-
ing returning to Ireland to take up teaching positions, including:

- The commencement of a new teacher sharing scheme for post-primary schools in the 
2019/20 school year, as set out in my Department’s Circular 0015/2019.  This scheme will sup-
port young teachers in obtaining full time employment and enhance curricular choices in post 
primary schools.

- The development of an online teacher recruitment portal is being explored.

- The use of digital technology by schools to facilitate interviewing applicants, for teaching 
posts, is also being explored, particularly in the case of qualified applicants resident outside the 
State.

- The Teaching Council is developing more streamlined processes for the registration of 
teachers, including those originally from Ireland, who qualified in jurisdictions outside the State.

- In December 2018, a national campaign to promote the teaching profession was launched 
across a number of platforms, including radio and digital media, supported by a new dedicat-
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ed webpage www.gov.ie/teachingtransforms. This website provides useful information about 
teaching as a career in Ireland.

With regard to salary on return from teaching abroad, the position is that qualified teachers 
who work in schools outside the State may, on appointment to a teaching post in a recognised 
school in the Republic of Ireland, qualify for the award of incremental credit for the purposes 
of progression on the incremental salary scale under the terms of the schemes as outlined in my 
Department’s circulars 10/01, 29/07 and 29/10.

The Deputy may wish to note that I intend to visit the United Arab Emirates in the coming 
months to meet with Irish teachers working there to ascertain how they can be best supported to 
return to Ireland to  work as teachers here. I have been working closely with the Irish Ambas-
sador to the UAE and his staff to arrange to meet as many Irish teachers in the area as possible 
so as to hear their concerns.

09/05/2019WRC04000Special Educational Needs Service Provision

09/05/2019WRC0410058. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a de-
cision will be made on an application form in respect of a student (details supplied) in County 
Donegal under the assistive technology scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20189/19]

09/05/2019WRC04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers 
(SENOs) is responsible for processing applications from schools for special educational needs 
supports. SENOs also make recommendations to my Department where assistive technology/
specialised equipment is required. The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in mak-
ing recommendations for support, which is set out in my Department’s Circular 0010/2013. In 
order to qualify for equipment under the assistive technology scheme, a student must have been 
diagnosed with a physical or communicative disability and must also have a recommendation in 
a professional assessment that the equipment is essential in order to allow the student to access 
the curriculum. It must also be clear that the existing I.T. equipment in the school is insufficient 
to meet the child’s needs.

Due to obligations under General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) which was intro-
duced in May 2018 a new version of the Assistive Technology application form was created. 
This was necessitated by the sensitive nature of personal data submitted by schools along with 
applications. The NCSE was informed that with effect from 1st   December 2018, the older ver-
sion of the application form would be returned.

On 17th   January 2019 my Department received an application for Assistive Technology in 
respect of the child in question, however this form was returned to the SENO, to have the school 
resubmit a new version of the application form in order to comply with GDPR guidelines. To 
date the new version of the form has not been received in my Department in respect of the child 
in question. 

The NCSE has confirmed that the new application form has been received from the school, 
and the NCSE is recommending the approval of equipment for the child. The application form 
is being forwarded to my Department this week.

On receipt of the new version of the Assistive Technology form in respect of the child in 
question, the application will be processed and the school notified of the decision.
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09/05/2019WRC04300Clár Foghlamtha Comhtháite Ábhar agus Teangacha

09/05/2019WRC0440059. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna cad iad 
sonraí na réamhscoileanna, na mbunscoileanna agus na n-iar-bhunscoileanna, go háirithe ainm, 
áit agus uimhir na scoileanna sin, a bheidh ag glacadh páirt sa Chlár Foghlamtha Comhtháite 
Ábhar agus Teangacha le linn scoilbhliain 2019/2020; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. 
[20190/19]

09/05/2019WRC0450060. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna cad é 
líon na múinteoirí i ngach scoil atá ag glacadh páirt sa Chlár Foghlamtha Comhtháite Ábhar 
agus Teangacha le linn scoilbhliain 2019/2020 agus atá cáilithe chun ábhair eile, seachas an 
Ghaeilge, a mhúineadh trí mheán na Gaeilge sna scoileanna sin; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas 
ina thaobh. [20191/19]

09/05/2019WRC0460061. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna cad é 
líon na ndaltaí a ghlacfaidh páirt sa Chlár Foghlamtha Comhtháite Ábhar agus Teangacha le 
linn scoilbhliain 2019/2020 agus cad iad na ranganna/blianta scoile lena mbaineann siad de réir 
scoile i bhfoirm tábla; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [20192/19]

09/05/2019WRC04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Tógfaidh mé Ceisteanna Ui-
mhir 59, 60 agus 61 le chéile.

D’fhógair mé treoirthionscadal trí bliana bunaithe ar an bhFoghlaim Chomhtháite Ábhar 
agus Teangacha (FCÁT) mar chur chuige i dtaca le foghlaim na Gaeilge agus Nuatheangacha 
Iasachta an 23 AIbreán. 

Beidh an treoirthionscadal á mhaoirsiú ag Grúpa Stiúrtha ar bhfuil ionadaithe ó na hIn-
stitiúidí Ardoideachais, COGG, CNCM agus an Chigireacht chomh maith le hoifigigh eile ón 
Roinn. 

Déanfar an treoirthionscadal seo a fhorbairt ina dhá chéim i gcás na Gaeilge. Samhlaítear 
go dtabharfar cuireadh do 10 scoil a fheidhmíonn trí mheán an Bhéarla (5 bhunscoil agus 5 iar-
bhunscoil) agus 2 shuíomh Luathbhlianta páirt a ghlacadh le linn na scoilbhliana 2019/20. Sam-
hlaítear go mbeidh 10 n-iar-bhunscoil breise páirteach i dtreoirthionscadal FCÁT comhthreom-
har do Theangacha Iasachta. Tá sé beartaithe go méadófar ar líon na scoileanna agus suíomhanna 
Luathbhlianta rannpháirteacha de réir mar a théann an treoirthionscadal ar aghaidh. Tacóidh an 
tonscadal le múineadh na Gaeilge trí ábhair eile, an corpoideachas san áireamh.

Tá sé ar intinn ag an Roinn seisiún eolais a eagrú sna seachtainí seo atá romhainn do 
pháirtithe leasmhara chun tuilleadh a mhíniú faoin tionscadal agus ina dhiaidh sin tabharfar 
cuireadh do scoileanna agus suíomhanna Luathbhlianta páirt a ghlacadh.

 English Translation:

I announced a three-year pilot project based on Content and Language Integrated Learning 
(CLIL) as an approach to learning Irish and Modern Foreign Languages on the 23rd   April.  
This pilot project will be overseen by a Steering Group which includes representatives from 
the Higher Education Institutions, COGG, the NCCA and the Inspectorate as well as other of-
ficials from the Department. This pilot project will be developed over two phases in the case 
of Irish. It is expected that 10 English-medium schools (5 primary and 5 post-primary) and 2 
Early Years settings will be invited to participate during the 2019/20 school year.  An additional 
10 post-primary schools are expected to participate in a parallel CLIL pilot project for Foreign 
Languages.  It is planned that the number of participating schools and Early Years settings will 
be increased as the pilot progresses. The project will support the teaching of Irish through other 
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subjects including PE.

 The Department plans to hold an information session in the coming weeks for interested 
parties to explain more about the project after which schools and Early Years settings will be 
invited to participate. 

09/05/2019WRC05000School Staff

09/05/2019WRC0510062. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
appeal with the Primary Staffing Appeals Board in respect of a school (details supplied) which 
is requesting the retention of its third mainstream classroom teacher in September 2019 due to 
extenuating circumstances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20206/19]

09/05/2019WRC0520063. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school (de-
tails supplied) retains its third mainstream classroom teacher in September 2019; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20211/19]

09/05/2019WRC05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The key factor for determining 
the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the 
relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September. 

The staffing schedule operates in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types 
of schools equally irrespective of location. 

The staffing schedule also includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit a staffing 
appeal under certain criteria to an independent Appeals Board. 

The Small Schools appeal criterion allows schools with 4 teachers or less to appeal on the 
basis of projected enrolment for the coming September.  In the case of the school referred to 
by the Deputy, a projected enrolment of 51 for September 2019 is required to fulfil the appeal 
criteria.   The school referred to by the Deputy submitted an appeal to the March meeting of the 
Primary Staffing Appeals Board but as the school projects an enrolment less than 51, the appeal 
was deemed ineligible.

The Primary Staffing Appeals Board operates independently of the Department and its deci-
sion is final.

09/05/2019WRC05500Schools Building Projects Status

09/05/2019WRC0560064. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a contract has 
been signed for the site for the new school building for a school (details supplied); and the new 
timeline for the commencement and delivery of the building. [20214/19]

09/05/2019WRC05700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
this school is at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 2b – Detailed Design, which 
includes the applications for Planning Permission, Fire Cert and Disability Access Cert and the 
preparation of tender documents. All statutory approvals have been obtained. 

Authorisation to recommence the pre-qualification process has recently been issued to the 
Design Team and school. The notice was published on the etenders platform on 26th April with 
responses due back on 27th   May 2019.
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When the pre-qualification process for the main contract and reserved specialists contracts 
is complete, the project will then be progressed to tender stage. 

Regarding the site acquisition, legal representatives for both parties are working together 
with a view to concluding the conveyancing. There continues to be progress on foot of close 
and intense engagement from all parties.  All parties continue the work to ensure the acquisition 
completes at the earliest possible date and at this point it is not anticipated that the completion 
of conveyancing will impact on the timelines for delivery of the building project. 

09/05/2019WRC05800Schools Building Projects Status

09/05/2019WRC0590065. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a site has 
been considered for the new second-level school for south County Kildare; if negotiations have 
begun with the Department of Defence; the details of correspondence on same; and the number 
of meetings that have taken place between the KWETB and Educate Together. [20215/19]

09/05/2019WRC06000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will be aware, 
my Department recently completed a review of provision at post-primary level across the school 
planning areas in the South Kildare area. My Department is satisfied that the needs in the area 
can be met through the replacement and expansion of the existing Curragh Post-Primary School 
with a new 1,000 pupil school building. It is intended that the expansion of the existing Cur-
ragh Post-Primary school, a multi-denominational Community College under the patronage 
of Kildare and Wicklow Education and Training Board (KWETB), will also cater for demand 
arising in the adjoining Newbridge and Kildare school planning areas. There is capacity in the 
existing Curragh Post-Primary school building pending delivery of the new school.  

 A new site will be required for the new school and my  Department has commenced the site 
identification process.  In line with protocols for the use of State property assets, my Depart-
ment has written to the Department of Defence enquiring if the Department is in a position to 
provide a site that could be suitable.  Due to commercial sensitivities surrounding site acquisi-
tions in general, I cannot comment further at this point in the process, though I can assure the 
Deputy that my Department is making every effort to progress the matter.

Some initial engagement has taken place in relation to the potential for Educate Together 
to become a Trustee Partner for the school in a similar arrangement to those implemented else-
where (e.g. Clonturk Community College with City of Dublin Education and Training Board 
(CDETB) as patron of the school and Educate Together as a Trustee Partner). The Department 
is satisfied that the needs of the area can be met through the expansion of this multi-denomina-
tional post-primary school.

09/05/2019WRC06100Schools Building Projects Status

09/05/2019WRC0620066. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the proposed new primary school in Kanturk, County Cork; when the project will progress to 
the construction stage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20217/19]

09/05/2019WRC06300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Deputy will be aware that 
the project to which he refers is devolved to the OPW for delivery.

I can confirm that the enabling works, involving the re-routing and under-grounding of ESB 
cables, is expected to be completed in May 2019.   
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I can further confirm that a planning application for PV panels was lodged with Cork Coun-
ty Council on the 4th December 2018 and full planning permission in that respect was finalised 
on the 3rd   March 2019.  

Furthermore, a list of Main Contractors and Reserved Specialists has been established fol-
lowing pre-qualification processes and work on Tender documents is progressing.  It is now 
expected that tenders will issue in the next four to six weeks.

On completion of the tender process, the project will move into the construction stage.

09/05/2019WRC06400Special Educational Needs Staff

09/05/2019WRC0650067. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he is 
taking to address the various issues which special needs assistants are experiencing nation-
ally in terms of job security, hours of work, contractual inequalities and SNA staffing levels in 
schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20222/19]

09/05/2019WRC06600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually, taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  The number of SNAs employed in a school 
depends on the allocation given to the school by the NCSE, based on its assessment of the spe-
cial educational needs of pupils in the school. 

My Department has no control over the allocation process to schools and is not in a position 
to influence the allocation process in light of the fact that the NCSE is an independent statutory 
body.  In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take ac-
count of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether 
additionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources.  SNAs are not allocated to individual children but 
to schools as a school based resource and allocations to all schools can change from year to year 
as children with care needs leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school 
and as children develop more independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

In respect of job security, the supplementary assignment arrangements for Special Needs 
Assistants (SNAs) were established on foot of proposals brought forward by the Labour Rela-
tions Commission when the Haddington Road Agreement was being agreed. These supplemen-
tary assignment arrangements for SNAs continue to operate under the Public Service Stability 
Agreement 2018 - 2020 , and both unions representing SNAs, namely SIPTU and FÓRSA, 
have signed up to that agreement. As set out in the LRC proposals, the supplementary assign-
ment arrangements for SNAs only apply to current SNAs who are notified that they are to be 
made redundant. Accordingly, the purpose of these arrangements is to facilitate eligible SNAs 
who are being made redundant by one employer in filling SNA vacancies that may become 
available in another school / ETB.  Once an SNA with a minimum of one year’s service (service 
in a substitute capacity i.e. covering for maternity leave, sick leave, career breaks, job-sharing 
etc. does not count) is notified by his/her employer that s/he is to be made redundant then s/he 
shall be deemed to be a member of a supplementary assignment panel for SNAs. The detailed 
supplementary assignment arrangements for SNAs for the 2018/2019 school year are set out in 
Departmental Circular 0034/2018 which issued on 17 May 2017 and which is available on the 
Department’s website at the following address:

http://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0034_2018.pdf  The 
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operation of this panel is described and outlined in Circular 0034/2018 and it is designed to 
be as flexible as possible which enables all eligible SNAs, who have the requisite Panel Form 
1 completed by their former employer, to apply for any SNA position that is advertised by a 
school or an ETB with no sectorial, diocesan or geographical limitations imposed. Every eli-
gible SNA will remain on the panel for two years with a view to getting further employment. 
If they are not successful over that period of time in obtaining a further SNA position then they 
will be eligible for a redundancy payment. Furthermore, an SNA may opt out of this supple-
mentary assignment panel at any point in time triggering the processing of his/her redundancy 
payment in line with the terms set out in the SNA redundancy scheme (DES Circular 58/06) or 
any revision of same that is applicable at that time.

With regard to the contractual position in respect of the working hours of SNAs, this is 
outlined in their contracts of employment which were agreed with the school management au-
thorities and the relevant Trade Unions representing SNAs (IMPACT and SIPTU) prior to their 
introduction in 2005.  The agreement reached between the parties found expression in the two 
circular letters issued in 2005 detailing the contracts of employment for SNAs.

  Links to the SNA Contracts of Employment are as follows:  Department of Education 
and Skills Circular SNA 12/05 (Post-Primary)

http://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/sna12_05.pdf

Department of Education and Skills Circular SNA 15/05 (Primary)

http://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Popular-forms/SNA-15-05-Contract-
Form.pdf 

The contracts were designed to be deliberately flexible to cater for the totally different 
spectrum of working hours across all the various schools, including primary, post-primary and 
special schools.  No set hours were agreed but instead full-time SNAs are expected to work for 
the normal school hours in the school that they are working in, and in addition to be available 
for a period of time before and after school, in order to help with the reception and dispersal of 
children, and the preparation and tidying up of classrooms etc.  These times should be agreed 
locally by the school management and will vary from school to school depending on the re-
quirements of the school.  SNAs who are employed in a part-time capacity are paid a pro-rata 
amount dependent upon their level of hours of employment. Part-time SNAs are paid on the 
agreed divisor rate for pay purposes for part-time SNAs which is 32 hours. I should point out 
that this divisor was also agreed with both the Management Authorities and the Trade Unions 
(IMPACT and SIPTU) that represent SNAs.

Furthermore, the contract of employment for SNAs in the post primary sector specifically 
requires that SNAs in the post primary sector are required to work the month of June.

In addition, all SNAs were required to be available for a number of days at the start and 
finish of each school term not exceeding 12 in total. Under the Croke Park Agreement it was 
agreed to introduce greater flexibility to the use of these 12 days.  Accordingly, DES Circular 
71/2011 was issued on 15 December 2011 which outlined that these 12 days now equate to 72 
hours (pro-rata for part-time SNAs) to be used by schools as an additional bank of hours to be 
utilised and delivered outside of normal school opening hours and/or the normal school year. 

Link to DES Circular 71/2011 is as follows:

  http://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0071_2011.pdf
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09/05/2019WRC06700Special Educational Needs Service Provision

09/05/2019WRC0680068. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the criteria or 
guidelines issued to schools for the tasks assigned and use of the bank of SNA hours allocated 
to a school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20223/19]

09/05/2019WRC06900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): All Special Needs Assistants 
(SNAs) are required to be available for a number of days at the start and finish of each school 
term not exceeding 12 in total. Under the Croke Park Agreement it was agreed to introduce 
greater flexibility to the use of these 12 days.  Accordingly, DES Circular 71/2011 was issued on 
15 December 2011 which outlined that these 12 days now equate to 72 hours (pro-rata for part-
time SNAs) to be used by schools as an additional bank of hours to be utilised and delivered 
outside of normal school opening hours and/or the normal school year.

The scope of this circular is for all SNAs employed in recognised Primary, Secondary, Com-
munity and Comprehensive Schools and by ETBs.  It doesn’t make any distinctions between 
any SNAs (whether standard or cover posts), except to provide for part-time SNAs only doing 
pro-rata Croke Park hours (i.e. percentage of the total 72-hours commitment).

While my Department published the Circular 71/2011 concerning Croke Park Hours for 
SNAs (a link to which is provided below), it does not get involved in the local management 
of how schools (as the employers) arrange the delivery of the hours from their staff (including 
SNAs).  However, point 9 of Appendix 1 of this circular does provide possible examples (not 
an exhaustive listing) of the type of work that maybe undertaken by SNA’s to meet their Croke 
Park hourly obligations.

Link to DES Circular 71/2011 is as follows:

http://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0071_2011.pdf

09/05/2019WRC07000School Transport

09/05/2019WRC0710069. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a post-primary 
school bus service will be provided to the residents of a village (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20239/19]

09/05/2019WRC07200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of my Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually. 

The purpose of the scheme is, having regard to available resources, to support the transport 
to and from school of children who reside remote from their nearest school.  

In general children are eligible for school transport if they meet the distance criteria and are 
attending their nearest school. 

Children who are eligible for school transport and who complete the application process on 
time will be accommodated on school transport services where such services are in operation 
for the 2019/20 school year.
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Bus Éireann has confirmed that the children from the area referred to by the Deputy are not 
eligible for school transport to the Post Primary Centre referred to as this is not their nearest 
Post Primary Centre. 

The number and size of buses operating for the 2019/20 school year will be determined by 
the number of children who apply and are deemed eligible for school transport.

Children who are not eligible for school transport may apply for transport on a concession-
ary basis only and will be facilitated where spare seats are available after eligible children have 
been accommodated. In this regard families should liaise with their local Bus Éireann office 
regarding the availability of transport on a concessionary basis for the next school year.

The terms of the School Transport Schemes are applied equitably on a national basis.

09/05/2019WRD00200School Transport Applications

09/05/2019WRD0030070. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a decision has 
been made on a post-primary school bus application (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20240/19]

09/05/2019WRD00400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of my Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.  

Under the terms of the Department’s Post Primary School Transport Scheme children are 
eligible for school transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kilometres from and are attend-
ing their nearest school as determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos 
and language. 

Bus Éireann is responsible for the planning and timetabling of school transport routes.  A 
minimum number of 10 eligible children residing in a distinct locality, as determined by Bus 
Éireann, are required before consideration may be given to the establishment or retention of 
school transport services, provided this can be done within reasonable cost limits. For school 
bus operating purposes a “distinct locality” is a cluster of eligible children who reside in the 
same general area, in the same general direction from the school attended, as determined by Bus 
Éireann taking cognisance of the local road network. A service to convey a group of children 
whose homes are at scattered points in a school district would not be considered.

Bus Eireann has advised that it is currently assessing all eligible applications from the area 
referred to by the Deputy to establish if a school transport service is warranted under the guide-
lines of the school transport scheme from the 2019/20 school year.

The terms of the Post Primary School Transport Scheme are applied equitably on a national 
basis.



9 May 2019

45

09/05/2019WRD00500School Accommodation Provision

09/05/2019WRD0060071. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
provision of an ASD unit for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20269/19]

09/05/2019WRD00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that funding was allocated to St Mary’s Primary School, Enfield under my Depart-
ment’s Additional Accommodation Scheme in 2018 for the provision of a three-classroom ASD 
Base.

The project has been devolved for delivery to the school authority so it is now a matter for 
the Board of Management to advance the project.

09/05/2019WRD00800Commencement of Legislation

09/05/2019WRD0090072. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the sections of the 
Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 in force; and when he plans to commence out-
standing sections. [20175/19]

09/05/2019WRD0100075. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when all sec-
tions of the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 will be commenced; the reason for 
the delay of commencement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20224/19]

09/05/2019WRD01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 72 and 75 together.

The Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 provides a modern statutory framework 
to support decision-making by adults with capacity difficulties. The Act was signed into law on 
30 December 2015 but has not yet been fully commenced.  The Act provides for the establish-
ment of new administrative processes and support measures, including the setting up of the 
Decision Support Service within the Mental Health Commission (a body under the Department 
of Health).  

The Decision Support Service is working towards being operational and ready for the com-
mencement of the main provisions of the 2015 Act in 2020.  The Deputy will appreciate that a 
lead in timeframe is needed to ensure that the necessary staff resources, processes, IT system, 
expert panels, codes of practice and regulations will be in place so that the Decision Support 
Service will have the capacity to be up and running effectively. There are many complex strands 
to this preparatory work, including the involvement of multiple organisations. 

A high-level Steering Group comprised of senior officials from the Department of Justice 
and Equality, the Department of Health, the Mental Health Commission and the Courts Service, 
together with the Director of the Decision Support Service, is overseeing the establishment and 
commissioning of the Decision Support Service and this work is ongoing.  The 2019 Revised 
Estimates Volume provides for an allocation of €3.5 million in the Justice and Equality Vote for 
the establishment of the Decision Support Service. 

A number of provisions of the 2015 Act were commenced in October 2016 in order to prog-
ress the setting up of the Decision Support Service. The Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) 
Act 2015 (Commencement of Certain Provisions) Order 2016 (S.I. No. 515 of 2016), brought 
Part 1 (Preliminary and General) and Part 9 (Director of the Decision Support Service) of the 
Act, other than sections 3, 4 and 7 in Part 1 and sections 96 and 102 and Chapter 3 in Part 9, into 
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operation on 17 October 2016. These provisions were brought into operation in order to enable 
the recruitment of the Director of the Decision Support Service. Ms Áine Flynn was appointed 
Director of the Decision Support Service on 2 October 2017. 

The commencement of Part 8 of the Act, which provides a legislative framework for ad-
vance healthcare directives, is a matter for the Minister for Health.  The Minister for Health, 
under the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 (Commencement of Certain Provi-
sions) (No. 2) Order 2016 (S.I. No. 517 of 2016), brought some provisions of Part 8 of the Act 
into operation on 17 October 2016. The provisions commenced in Part 8 were the definition of 
“Minister” in section 82; the definitions of “code of practice” and “working group” in section 
91(1); and section 91(2).  The commenced provisions provide for the establishment by the Min-
ister for Health of a multi-disciplinary group to make recommendations to the Director of the 
Decision Support Service in relation to codes of practice on advance healthcare directives. In 
anticipation of the completion of that process, the Minister for Health commenced the remain-
der of section 91 on 17 December 2018 (S.I. No. 527 of 2018). 

The key preparations are being put in place under the oversight of the Steering Group to al-
low for further commencement orders for the provisions of the 2015 Act to be made when the 
Decision Support Service is ready to roll out the new decision-making support options.

09/05/2019WRD01200Garda Deployment

09/05/2019WRD0130073. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to plans to increase the number of gardaí at Rathcoole Garda station; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20180/19]

09/05/2019WRD01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan):  As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for managing An Garda Síochána 
including the manner in which the resources of the Garda Síochána are deployed and I, as Min-
ister, have no direct role in this regard. 

The Deputy will be aware that Rathcoole Garda Station forms part of the Clondalkin Dis-
trict  in the Dublin Metropolitan Region (D.M.R.) West Division. The Garda strength of the 
D.M.R. West Division on 31 March 2019 the latest date for which figures are readily available 
was 720, of whom 201 are assigned to the Clondalkin District and 14 are assigned to Rathcoole 
Garda Station. There are also 24 Garda Reserves and 61 Garda civilian staff attached to the 
D.M.R. West Division. When appropriate, the work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of 
Garda national units such as the National Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Garda National 
Economic Crime Bureau and the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau. 

Since the reopening of the Garda College in September 2014, almost 2,600 Garda recruits 
have been assigned to mainstream duties nationwide, of whom 233 were assigned to the D.M.R. 
West Division.

The Government has increased the budget for An Garda Síochána to €1.76 billion for 2019, 
which includes provision for the recruitment of up to 800 Gardaí this year. The Commissioner 
has now informed me that he plans to recruit a total of 600 trainee Gardaí in 2019 and 600 
Garda Civilian Staff.  This Garda Staff recruitment will allow the Commissioner to redeploy a 
further 500 fully trained Gardaí from administrative duties to frontline policing in 2019. 

I believe that the injection of this large number of experienced officers into the field, along 
with the new recruits, will be really beneficial in terms of protecting communities. This and on-
going recruitment will clearly provide the Commissioner with the resources needed to deploy 
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increasing numbers of Gardaí to deliver a visible effective and responsive policing service to 
communities across all Garda Divisions including the D.M.R. West Division.

For more general information on Garda Facts and Figures please see the link.

09/05/2019WRD01500Legal Aid

09/05/2019WRD0160074. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason 
maintenance costs are not taken into account when calculating the expenses of persons apply-
ing for legal aid and that pay maintenance for a child; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20220/19]

09/05/2019WRD01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Section 29 of the Civil 
Legal Aid Act 1995 provides that a person shall not qualify for legal aid or advice unless he or 
she satisfies the requirements in respect of financial eligibility specified in the Act and in the 
regulations made under the Act. 

The financial eligibility criteria are provided for under the Civil Legal Aid Regulations 1996 
to 2017 and in particular Regulations 13 to 21. The Regulations provide that a person whose 
annual disposable income exceeds €18,000 shall not be financially eligible for legal services. A 
person’s disposable income is calculated by reference to their gross income less certain deduc-
tions prescribed in the Regulations.

The following  criteria apply in determining  the  financial eligibility  of applicants  for legal  
aid who are paying maintenance:

Where an applicant for legal services is paying maintenance to his/her spouse/civil partner/
former partner and/or paying maintenance for a child or children who do not reside with him/
her, this is taken into account (up to the maximum deduction allowable) when conducting the 
financial eligibility determination. 

The maximum deductions allowable are as follows:

- Where an applicant for legal services is living apart from his/her spouse/civil partner/for-
mer partner and is paying maintenance to them, the applicant for legal services is entitled to an 
allowance in respect of the amount paid, up to a maximum of the spousal allowance which is 
€3,500 against the calculated annual income.

- An applicant for legal services who is paying maintenance for a child or children is entitled 
to an allowance in respect of the amount of maintenance paid, up to a maximum of the depen-
dant allowance, which is €1,600 per child against the calculated annual income.

The  relevant allowance/s is offset against the applicant’s income so as to determine dispos-
able income for the financial eligibility determination by the Legal Aid Board.  The Board has 
no discretion to make an allowance for amounts of child support paid over and above those 
specified in the Regulations.  Changes to the allowances are made periodically by amendment 
to the Regulations.

  Question No. 75 answered with Question No. 72.

09/05/2019WRD01900Prison Accommodation Standards
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09/05/2019WRD0200076. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the risk 
posed to Prison Service staff and vulnerable prisoners by prison overcrowding; and the steps 
he will take to ensure prisoners are not forced to sleep on mattresses on the floor in prisons as a 
consequence of overcrowding. [20227/19]

09/05/2019WRD02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to advise the Dep-
uty that prison Governors are required by law to accept all prisoners into their custody who 
have been committed to prison by the Courts. The Irish Prison Service therefore has no control 
over the numbers committed to custody at any given time. 

The actual number of beds available on a given day can be less than the capacity figure as 
cells may be unavailable for different reasons such as repairs and maintenance.  Furthermore, 
where local management assess a prisoner as being unsuited to share a cell for reasons of vul-
nerability or propensity to violence, a cell designated as being operationally suitable for two 
prisoners may, temporarily, house only one prisoner. 

Where the number of prisoners exceeds the maximum capacity in any prison, my officials 
make every effort to deal with this through a combination of inter-prison transfers and struc-
tured Temporary Release. Decisions in relation to temporary release are considered on a case by 
case basis and the safety of the public is paramount when those decisions are made. 

My Department has been working closely with the Director General of the Irish Prison Ser-
vice to ensure a safe working environment for staff and the safety and security of prisoners in 
our custody and we are taking a number of short and medium term steps to address the issue of 
increasing prison numbers.

I am advised that plans are advanced for the re-opening of accommodation not currently 
being used within the system, including the re-opening of the Training Unit which itself will 
provide approximately an additional 90 spaces. 

In addition, an audit of existing accommodation is underway, in order to identify where ad-
ditional spaces can be brought on stream with the potential to provide in excess of an additional 
100 spaces.

I have also recently signed a construction contract for the female prison in Limerick as well 
as a new wing to Limerick male prison. Together, they will provide 130 new spaces.

09/05/2019WRD02200Work Permits Eligibility

09/05/2019WRD0230077. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if the 
regulations for permits for seasonal workers in the agrifood sector have been reviewed with a 
view to the influx of workers in summer 2019. [20307/19]

09/05/2019WRD02400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department has policy responsibility for the Employment Permit Acts and administers the 
granting of employment permits to non- EEA nationals to work in the State.  Migrant workers 
from the European Union and European Economic Area (EEA) do not require an employment 
permit to work in Ireland. 

There is currently no employment permit type specifically designed for seasonal workers 
to take up temporary employment in any sector.  However, the Review of Economic Migration 
Policy which my Department undertook in 2018 recommended the introduction of a seasonal 
employment permit to meet the needs of enterprises which employ workers on a seasonal basis, 
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to cater for example for the agrifood and hospitality sector.  My Department is currently assess-
ing the options for introducing this permit, guided by best international practice and possible 
models for such a permit are being considered by my officials.  If introduced and in line with 
current practice, seasonal non-EEA workers will be covered by employment rights legislation 
in the same way as other workers.  

09/05/2019WRD02500IDA Ireland Data

09/05/2019WRD0260078. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of companies supported by IDA Ireland by country of origin in tabular form; her 
views on whether there is an over-reliance on one country in particular; if so, the measures she 
is taking to reduce this over-reliance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20165/19]

09/05/2019WRD02700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Ire-
land remains a global leader in attracting foreign direct investment (FDI) with over 1,400 mul-
tinational companies from over 40 countries choosing to invest here. While North America 
remains the principal source of FDI into the country, the IDA continues to diversify its portfolio 
of investors here. In 2018 alone, for example, 24 investments were secured from growth mar-
kets, representing an increase of 14% on 2017. 

I am particularly encouraged by the progress made by IDA Ireland in attracting first-time 
investors from Asian markets. Last year, for example, saw notable investments from Chinese, 
Indian and South Korean firms. This shows that the concerted effort that the IDA has made 
to target Asian investors is now producing results in terms of new jobs here on the ground in 
Ireland.

While much has been accomplished in this context, the Government remains conscious of 
our need to continue attracting FDI from as many different countries as possible. To diversify 
investment here further, we need to build awareness of Ireland as a preferred investment desti-
nation in target countries, as well as improve competitiveness and consolidate Ireland’s tradi-
tional strengths in terms of talent, productivity and ease of doing business. I am confident that 
this approach will help boost further the number of investors here from non-traditional markets 
and that we will continue to see greater geographic diversity across the IDA’s client portfolio. 
The Agency’s efforts in this context are already being reinforced and supported by the Global 
Ireland strategy, which will build and deepen Ireland’s footprint all over the world in the period 
up to 2025.

While we will continue to focus on strengthening FDI from growth markets, we must also 
not neglect the importance of our traditional source markets. Ireland’s strong track record with 
companies from those markets - which employ tens of thousands of people across the country 
- has been hard-won and is the product of decades of hard work. That is why the IDA will con-
tinue to do everything possible to sustain and grow investment levels from North America and 
Europe while also seeking to increase investment from growth markets. 

The table below details the number of IDA-supported companies by country of origin.

Country of Origin         Number of companies      
Australia                            23
Austria                             1
Belgium                             16 
Bermuda                            13
Brazil                             1
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Country of Origin         Number of companies      
British Virgin Islands                             1
Canada                            39 
Cayman Islands                              7   
China                            28 
Cyprus                              1     
Czech Republic                              1
Denmark                              7   
Finland                              5   
France                            63 
Germany                            99 
Greece                               2
Hong Kong                               2   
India (including Sikkim)                            25 
Ireland                              2   
Israel                               3   
Italy                            29 
Japan                            33 
Jersey                              1
Liechtenstein                               2   
Luxembourg                               8   
Malaysia                              1   
Mexico                              1   
Monaco                              1
Netherlands                            33 
Nigeria                              1   
Norway                               5     
Portugal                               3   
Russia                              11     
Singapore                              10   
Slovenia                              1   
South Africa                             6 
South Korea                               4   
Spain                               6   
Sri Lanka                              1   
Sweden                            12 
Switzerland                            41 
Taiwan (Province of China)                               1 
Turkey                               4
United Arab Emirates (including Abu Dhabi)                               1   
United Kingdom                              120 
United States of America (including Puerto Rico)                              766   
Uruguay                                1 
Vietnam                                1
Grand Total                            1,444

09/05/2019WRD02800Work Permits Eligibility

09/05/2019WRD0290079. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation her 
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plans for the removal of the healthcare assistant role from the ineligible categories of employ-
ment for the employment permits list in view of the shortage of same which is presenting as a 
crisis for the management of nursing homes. [20178/19]

09/05/2019WRD0300080. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
her attention has been drawn to concerns raised by stakeholders in the nursing home and health-
care industry regarding the recent changes to the work permit system and the adverse effect this 
may have on the recruitment of healthcare assistants within the general health service; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [20228/19]

09/05/2019WRD03100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 79 and 80 together.

The State’s general policy is to promote the sourcing of labour and skills needs from within 
the workforce of the State and other EEA states.  Where specific skills prove difficult to source 
within the State and EEA, the employment permits system offers a conduit into the Irish labour 
market for non-EEA nationals with in-demand skills and is operated as a vacancy led system.   

The system is managed through the operation of the Critical Skills Occupations List and 
the Ineligible Occupations List for the purposes of granting an employment permit.  The Lists 
are subject to twice-yearly review which is predicated on a formalised and evidence-based 
process and involves consideration of the research undertaken by the Skills and Labour Market 
Research Unit (Solas), the Expert Group of Future Skills Needs (EGFSN), the National Skills 
Council, and input by relevant Government Departments in addition to the public consultation 
phase.  Submissions to the review process are also considered by the Economic Migration Pol-
icy Interdepartmental Group chaired by DBEI and which includes the Department of Health.  

 Healthcare assistants are currently on the Ineligible Occupations List.  In order to have an 
occupation removed from the Ineligible List, there would need to be a clear demonstration that 
recruitment difficulties are solely due to shortages across the EEA and not to other factors such 
as salary and/or employment conditions.  Organisations in the sector would need to provide 
the necessary evidence to substantiate their claims. Following completion of the most recent 
review, the role of Healthcare Assistant was not proposed for amendment at this time.    The 
views of the lead policy Government Department for the sector, in this case, the Department of 
Health, are an important part of the decision-making process.  Officials of that Department have 
advised the sector of the need for further evidence, demonstrating genuine efforts to recruit 
across the EEA. In particular the sector needs to engage with the Department of Employment 
Affairs and Social protection who have responsibility for EURES the (European Employment 
Services), and who are well positioned to help sectors to recruit from within the EEA.  

The next review process to consider changes to the lists of occupations is scheduled to 
commence with a new public consultation phase over the next few weeks with any changes 
proposed based on the evidence considered, for implementation soon after.

09/05/2019WRD03300Nursing Home Services

09/05/2019WRD0340081. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if a request by an organisation 
(details supplied) on a specific service will be considered. [20163/19]

09/05/2019WRD03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the terms of the current GMS con-
tract, GPs are required to provide eligible patients with ‘’all proper and necessary treatment of a 
kind usually undertaken by a general practitioner and not requiring special skill or experience of 
a degree or kind which general practitioners cannot reasonably be expected to possess.” There 
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is no provision under the GMS GP contract for persons who hold a medical card or GP visit card 
to be charged for medical services provided under the contract.

GPs contracted by the HSE under the GMS scheme are obliged to provide services to their 
medical card and GP visit card patients, including those resident in nursing homes. GPs are 
remunerated for these services primarily on a capitation basis, with a range of additional sup-
port payments and fees for specific items of service. Currently, an annual capitation payment 
of €434.15 is payable in respect of each GMS patient over 70 years of age residing in a private 
nursing home approved by the HSE for periods in excess of 5 weeks. 

The focus of the recent talks on GP contractual reform was on development of a range of 
modernisation, reform and sustainability measures and the development of a chronic disease 
programme for GMS and GP visit card patients. Along with most other capitation rates, the 
nursing home rate will increase by approximately 48% over the next 4 years, under the recent 
agreement with the IMO.

09/05/2019WRD03600Brexit Issues

09/05/2019WRD0370082. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to concerns by cancer patients in County Donegal travelling to a hospital (details supplied) in 
the context of a hard Brexit; the steps that have been taken to ensure patients having to travel to 
Northern Ireland will not have their cancer treatment interrupted by Brexit-related events; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20166/19]

09/05/2019WRD03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The provision of radiotherapy services to 
cancer patients from County Donegal at the North West Cancer Centre in Altnagelvin Area 
Hospital, Derry, is underpinned by a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and a Service 
Level Agreement (SLA). 

A Steering Group, to provide strategic oversight of the service, and a Monitoring Group, to 
review performance information and to monitor the effectiveness of the service, are in place in 
line with the MOU and SLA. Brexit is an agenda item for meetings of these groups, and the NI 
and RoI representatives are committed to the continuation of the current cross-border arrange-
ments for radiotherapy services to cancer patients.  The situation will continue to be monitored 
over the coming months.

09/05/2019WRD03900Home Help Service Provision

09/05/2019WRD0400083. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if consideration will be 
given to providing additional home help hours for a person (details supplied). [20167/19]

09/05/2019WRD0410084. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) was refused additional home help hours to their allocation of five hours. [20168/19]

09/05/2019WRD04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 83 and 84 together.

As these are a service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly 
to the Deputy as soon as possible. 

09/05/2019WRD04400Hospital Appointments Status
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09/05/2019WRD0450085. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the status of pending surgery for 
a person (details supplied). [20169/19]

09/05/2019WRD04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

09/05/2019WRD04700Health Services Provision

09/05/2019WRD0480086. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details supplied) 
has been waiting over a year and a half for vital home therapy; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20172/19]

09/05/2019WRD04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

09/05/2019WRD05000Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

09/05/2019WRD0510087. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
regarding Caranua (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20179/19]

09/05/2019WRD05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Caranua is an independent statutory body 
established under the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012 to utilise some €110 mil-
lion in cash contributions from religious congregations to help meet the needs of persons who 
as children suffered abuse in residential institutions. 

I am advised by my colleague, the Minister for Education and Skills, that Caranua ceased 
to accept applications from 1 August 2018 and it is working to process some 2,000 remaining 
open applications. Caranua’s operations will be wound down during the course of 2019 and the 
organisation will be dissolved when it has completed the performance of its functions.

An Inter-Departmental committee comprising representatives from relevant departments 
and chaired by the Departments of Education and Skills is currently examining the way in 
which existing State services can best meet the needs of residential institutions survivors into 
the future. It should be noted that survivors have always been able to avail of existing main-
stream services without self-identifying as survivors. It is anticipated that the inter-Departmen-
tal committee will report later this year.

Regarding medical cards, eligibility for a medical card is established primarily on the basis 
of financial assessment. There are currently no proposals to extend automatic eligibility for 
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medical cards to survivors who have accessed Caranua. However, in certain circumstances the 
HSE may exercise discretion and grant a medical card even though an applicant exceeds the 
income threshold, when he/she faces difficult circumstances, such as extra costs arising from 
an illness. Furthermore, awards made by Caranua are disregarded in the income assessment for 
a medical card.

09/05/2019WRD05300Nursing Homes Support Scheme Administration

09/05/2019WRD0540088. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the pub-
lication and implementation of the pricing review for high dependency, specialist care needs of 
persons requiring nursing home care. [20183/19]

09/05/2019WRD05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Nursing Homes 
Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as Fair Deal, is a system of financial support 
for people who require long-term residential care. Participants contribute to the cost of their 
care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost. The Scheme aims 
to ensure that long-term nursing home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that 
people are cared for in the most appropriate settings.

The Report of the NHSS Review published in 2015 identified a number of issues for more 
detailed consideration, including a review of the pricing mechanism used by the NTPF, with a 
view to:

- Ensuring value for money and economy, with the lowest possible administrative costs for 
clients and the State and administrative burden for providers;

- Increasing the transparency of the pricing mechanism so that existing and potential inves-
tors can make as informed decisions as possible; and

- Ensuring that there is adequate residential capacity for those residents with more complex 
needs.

A Steering Group was established to oversee and manage the pricing review. The Steering 
Group is chaired by the NTPF and includes representatives from the Department of Health and 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER). As part of its work on the review 
the NTPF sought various inputs including external expertise and stakeholder engagement to 
inform the review. These inputs are being considered in detail. It is recognised that any change 
to any part of the Scheme must be considered in terms of the short- and long-term impact on the 
viability of the Scheme and accessibility of long-term residential care in general. It is therefore 
important that the relevant issues are considered thoroughly. 

I understand that the NTPF has now completed its report and is under final consideration 
by the Steering Group. It is expected that the Report will be submitted to the Department in 
approximately the next week. Any recommendations included in the report will then be con-
sidered.

09/05/2019WRD05600Medical Card Applications

09/05/2019WRD0570089. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if he will seek clarification from 
the HSE on the submission of documentation to the medical card unit on 14 March 2019 and a 
subsequent letter issuing from the unit in recent days seeking the same documentation concern-
ing a person (details supplied); and if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the applica-
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tion is being held up as a result of the delay. [20188/19]

09/05/2019WRD05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

09/05/2019WRD05900Ministerial Meetings

09/05/2019WRD0600090. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if a favourable response will 
issue to a request for a meeting from representatives of persons (details supplied) living with 
Ehlers-Danlos syndrome; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20195/19]

09/05/2019WRD06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I can confirm my private office received this 
meeting request and is processing it in the normal way. A response will issue directly.

09/05/2019WRD06200Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

09/05/2019WRD0630091. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the new wheelchair provided for a person (details supplied) needs to be repaired 
or replaced; and if the problems will be resolved out of respect to the person in view of the ex-
penditure of public funding for the wheelchair. [20196/19]

09/05/2019WRD06400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

09/05/2019WRD06500HSE Reports

09/05/2019WRD0660092. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Execu-
tive has ceased publishing performance and management data reports; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20203/19]

09/05/2019WRD06700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive continues to 
produce its monthly performance profiles (PP) and management data reports (MDR).  However, 
publication of the October-December 2018 PP and the MDRs for those months were delayed 
due to some outstanding financial issues.  They are now due to published.

In the meantime, the monthly performance cycle continues with the next DoH-HSE perfor-
mance review meeting due to take place on Tuesday, 21st May.  The March PP and MDR will 
be discussed at this meeting and publication of the January-March PP and corresponding MDRs 
will follow as soon as possible afterwards.

09/05/2019WRD06800Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Data

09/05/2019WRD0690093. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of vacant posts in 
whole-time equivalent terms in the CAMHS by CHO in tabular form. [20204/19]

09/05/2019WRD07000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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09/05/2019WRD07100Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Data

09/05/2019WRD0720094. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of young persons on 
the waiting list for CAMHS in counties Cavan and Monaghan to date; the length of time they 
have been on the list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20205/19]

09/05/2019WRD07300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

09/05/2019WRE00200Health Services Staff Recruitment

09/05/2019WRE0030095. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health if he is satisfied that the re-
cruitment methods of healthcare assistants for the nursing home and healthcare industry are 
sufficient to address the reported labour shortfall in the health service; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20229/19]

09/05/2019WRE00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): With regard to difficulties in the recruitment 
and retention of Healthcare Assistants (HCAs) being reported by the voluntary and private 
nursing home sector, officials from my Department and from the Department of Business En-
terprise and Innovation (DBEI) met with representatives from the sector on this matter last year, 
and in particular to work through a business case submitted by them.  The business case seeks to 
address the reported shortage of HCAs by bringing in workers from outside of the EEA, via the 
removal of HCAs from the Ineligible List for employment permits, which is operated by DBEI.

Sectoral representatives were advised at the last meeting which took place in November, 
that my Department is not in a position to support their request to DBEI at present.  This is 
on foot of analysis of their submission, and information received from the Services for Older 
People Unit within my Department, as well as from the Department of Employment Affairs and 
Social Protection (DEASP), who had been contacted in order to seek validation on some of the 
content of the business case.

The business case seeking changes to the DBEI employment permits lists as it stands cannot 
be supported, however officials from my Department have assured the sectorial representatives, 
that the lines of communication remain open in this regard, and that this matter can be revisited 
when they can demonstrate that the issues set out by the DEASP, as well as improvements with 
regard to terms and conditions of employment have been addressed.

09/05/2019WRE00500Hospital Overcrowding

09/05/2019WRE0060096. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding over-
crowding at the department of psychiatry in University Hospital Waterford; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20230/19]

09/05/2019WRE00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

09/05/2019WRE00800Patient Data
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09/05/2019WRE0090097. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
transfer to the department of psychiatry at University Hospital Waterford; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20231/19]

09/05/2019WRE01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

09/05/2019WRE01100Patient Data

09/05/2019WRE0120098. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of patients referred 
to the department of psychiatry, University Hospital Waterford in 2018; the number of patients 
with a County Wexford address; the number of patients with a County Waterford address; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [20232/19]

09/05/2019WRE01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible

09/05/2019WRE01400Occupational Therapy Waiting Lists

09/05/2019WRE0150099. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children in County 
Wexford awaiting an occupational therapy appointment; the number waiting more than 12, 24 
and 36 months, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20233/19]

09/05/2019WRE01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

09/05/2019WRE01700Speech and Language Therapy Waiting Lists

09/05/2019WRE01800100. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children in County 
Wexford awaiting a speech and language therapy appointment; the number waiting more than 
12, 24 and 36 months, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20234/19]

09/05/2019WRE01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

09/05/2019WRE02000Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Data

09/05/2019WRE02100101. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the waiting list for CAMHS ap-
pointments by CHO area and region; the length of time each child has been waiting; the waiting 
list for inpatient CAMHS beds by CHO area and region; the length of time each child has been 
waiting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20237/19]

09/05/2019WRE02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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09/05/2019WRE02300Thalidomide Victims Compensation

09/05/2019WRE02400102. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health his plans for persons who have 
been affected by a drug (details supplied). [20241/19]

09/05/2019WRE02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I wish to in-
form the Deputy that work is underway in the Department of Health to bring forward Heads of a 
Bill, to provide on a statutory basis for health and personal social services for the Irish survivors 
of thalidomide.

By way of background to the supports currently provided to Irish survivors of thalidomide, 
the Deputy may be aware that following an Irish Government Decision in January 1975, the 
Government granted an ex-gratia sum equivalent to 4 times the German lump-sum and an ex-
gratia monthly allowance for life equal to the German monthly allowance, to each of the Irish 
children found to have thalidomide related injuries.  The German monthly payments are made 
by the Contergan Foundation which is established under German legislation.  

There are currently 29 Irish people in receipt of ex-gratia monthly payments from my De-
partment and all are now in their late 50s.  Both the German payments and the Irish ex-gratia 
payments made to the survivors are exempt from tax, including DIRT and are not reckonable as 
means for the purpose of Social Welfare payments. The rate of payment is related to the survi-
vors’ level of thalidomide related injury.

In addition to the initial lump sum and the  monthly payments for life, the supports provided 
to each Irish survivor include a medical card on an administrative basis regardless of means, 
provision of appliances, artificial limbs,  equipment, housing adaptations, and access to a full 
range of primary care, hospital and personal social services. There is a designated senior man-
ager in the Health Service Executive to act as a liaison with regard to the ongoing health and 
personal social service needs of Irish survivors.

09/05/2019WRE02600Hospital Facilities

09/05/2019WRE02700103. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to reports regarding the storage of bodies at a hospital (details supplied); his plans to investigate 
the matter further; if he is satisfied that there is sufficient refrigeration capacity at the hospital; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20242/19]

09/05/2019WRE02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am aware of the shortcomings with the cur-
rent mortuary and it is a priority to replace it. Interim arrangements have been made to expand 
the refrigeration capacity at the mortuary and they will be in place this week. I have acknowl-
edged the requirement for a review of processes and management arrangements at the mortuary 
and expect details of it to be finalised in the coming days. 

09/05/2019WRE02900Patient Safety

09/05/2019WRE03000104. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his plans to address an is-
sue (details supplied) with regard to University Hospital Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20245/19]

09/05/2019WRE03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department and I were notified by the 
HSE in September 2017 of this patient safety issue, where cases of misdiagnosis / failure to 
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diagnose occurred at University Hospital Kerry Radiology Department and the commencement 
of the look-back review. My Department and I received regular updates on the progress of the 
review, including the publication of the report in December 2018.  

Throughout the review process, my Department continually sought and was assured by the 
HSE that open disclosure and direct contact with each patient was occurring, where clinically 
significant findings were identified through the Look-back Process. 

The HSE has assured my Department that it is continuing to engage with and support the 
patients who have been impacted by these issues, and that open disclosure and follow up care 
as needed has occurred with affected patients and their families. 

My Department continues to be in contact with the HSE regarding this matter, and in par-
ticular the implementation of the recommendations resulting from this look back review. The 
HSE has confirmed that the implementation of the recommendations is underway.

While the Department of Health and I are unable to comment on individual cases, I have 
expressed my heartfelt sympathies to the patients and families involved and acknowledged this 
was a time of uncertainty for patients and their families.

09/05/2019WRE03200Hospital Appointments Administration

09/05/2019WRE03300105. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if appointments for a department in a 
hospital (details supplied) are being cancelled at short notice due to the fact that this department 
is being used as an overflow for the accident and emergency department; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20246/19]

09/05/2019WRE03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Maintaining scheduled care access for all 
patients is a key priority for hospitals. I fully acknowledge the distress and inconvenience for 
patients and their families when elective procedures are cancelled, particularly for clinically 
urgent procedures.

While every effort is made to avoid cancellation or postponement of planned procedures, 
the HSE advise that planned procedures and operations can be postponed or cancelled for a 
variety of reasons including capacity issues due to increased scheduled and unscheduled care 
demand, medical reasons, and patient choice.

In relation to the specific question raised by the Deputy, as this is a service matter, I have 
asked the HSE to reply to the Deputy directly. 

09/05/2019WRE03500Medical Card Drugs Availability

09/05/2019WRE03600106. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) has to pay for medication prescribed by their general practitioner; if immediate assis-
tance will be granted in view of the extenuating circumstances; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [20248/19]

09/05/2019WRE03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the particular issue raised relates to an 
individual case, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the HSE for direct reply to 
the Deputy.
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09/05/2019WRE03800Hospital Appointments Status

09/05/2019WRE03900107. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a replacement knee opera-
tion will be arranged as a matter of urgency for a person (details supplied); the reason for the 
delay in providing the operation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20249/19]

09/05/2019WRE04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

09/05/2019WRE04100Medical Card Administration

09/05/2019WRE04200108. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if retrospective costs will be 
reimbursed to a cancer patient (details supplied) who was granted a medical card after their 
diagnosis having incurred significant expenses in the interim. [20250/19]

09/05/2019WRE04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy will be aware the medical 
card assessment process is based primarily on a financial assessment and not medical need. The 
HSE is required to conduct an assessment of an individual’s financial circumstances to deter-
mine if an individual meets the eligibility requirements before a  medical card may be granted.  
The medical card therefore will only come into effect from the date of approval by the HSE.  
It should be noted that where particular medical costs arise in advance of any medical card be-
ing issued other supports are available to individuals to assist in the cost of medical care. If an 
individual has registered for the Drugs Payment Scheme he/she will only be required to pay for 
medication costs up to the value of €124 per month.  In addition tax relief on medical expenses 
that an individual pays for oneself or on behalf of any other person may also be claimed. 

It is noted that the HSE can in very particular circumstances issue an emergency medical 
card for persons in need of urgent or on-going medical care that they cannot afford and for per-
sons in palliative care who are terminally ill. These medical cards are issued  within 24 hours of 
receipt of the required patient details and a letter  which confirms the medical condition from a 
doctor or consultant. With  the exception of terminally ill patients, all medical cards, granted on  
an emergency basis, are followed up with a full application within a  number of weeks.

09/05/2019WRE04400Disabilities Assessments

09/05/2019WRE04500109. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay for a per-
son (details supplied) to receive an appointment with the Cavan-Monaghan child development 
team; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20254/19]
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09/05/2019WRE04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives. 

This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guid-
ed by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with 
disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

09/05/2019WRE04700Home Help Service Provision

09/05/2019WRE04800110. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health the status of an application for 
nursing home support by a person (details supplied). [20255/19]

09/05/2019WRE04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

09/05/2019WRE05000Mental Health Services Provision

09/05/2019WRE05100111. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken to tackle the 
long waiting times for access to mental health services particularly in CHO area 8. [20257/19]

09/05/2019WRE05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

09/05/2019WRE05300Medicinal Products Reimbursement

09/05/2019WRE05400112. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Health the reason the HSE has ceased to 
fund the provision of patches for the treatment of chilblains; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20262/19]

09/05/2019WRE05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Officials from my Department have sought 
additional information from the Deputy. As soon as it is received, I will arrange for a reply to 
issue.

09/05/2019WRE05600Hospital Appointments Delays

09/05/2019WRE05700113. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) can 
receive the hip operation they require and was promised for January 2019 but has subsequently 
been informed of a two-year delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20263/19]

09/05/2019WRE05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
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half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

09/05/2019WRE05900Services for People with Disabilities

09/05/2019WRE06000114. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an application 
for full-time residential care by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20267/19]

09/05/2019WRE06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

09/05/2019WRE06200Medical Aids and Appliances Applications

09/05/2019WRE06300115. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an application 
for a hearing aid by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20268/19]

09/05/2019WRE06400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

09/05/2019WRE06500Hospital Appointments Status

09/05/2019WRE06600116. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Clare will have shoulder surgery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20273/19]

09/05/2019WRE06700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
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individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

09/05/2019WRE06800Hospital Procedures

09/05/2019WRE06900117. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the location to which patients 
from County Sligo are referred for positron emission tomography scans; the reason those re-
quiring PET scans are not referred to County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20286/19]

09/05/2019WRE07000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to reply to the Deputy directly.

09/05/2019WRE07100Compulsory Purchase Orders

09/05/2019WRE07200118. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a compulsory purchase order was confirmed by An Bord Pleanála in August 2011 for Lough 
Foyle; the amount paid for the order; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20164/19]

09/05/2019WRE07300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Responsibility 
for foreshore licensing, other than for activities relating to aquaculture and fisheries, is a matter 
for the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government.

An examination of my Department’s records indicates some correspondence in 2013 from 
Donegal County Council in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy. However, the 
specific information sought is not immediately available and a further in-depth examination of 
records will be necessary. 

My Department will issue a substantive response directly to the Deputy within two weeks.

09/05/2019WRE07400GLAS Appeals

09/05/2019WRE07500119. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of an appeal submitted by a person (details supplied) in respect of a scheme. [20170/19]

09/05/2019WRE07600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 and has received payments for scheme years 2016 and 2017.  

The Department notified the person named that a number of GLAS actions had been re-
jected due to non-compliance with the scheme conditions and advised them of the option to 
appeal this decision to the Agriculture Appeals Office. To date, the Department has not received 
notification from that Office of an appeal by the person named.
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09/05/2019WRF00200Tax Clearance Certificates

09/05/2019WRF00300120. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason his Department is not accepting the contractors tax clearance certificate of a person (de-
tails supplied) which was in date at the time of the application and completion of the works and 
which has led to a delay in issuing payment. [20174/19]

09/05/2019WRF00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Following the 
resolution of a number of issues that arose with the payment claim submitted in this case, pay-
ment was approved on 2 May 2019.

09/05/2019WRF00500Grant Aid

09/05/2019WRF00600121. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason a group (details supplied) in County Cork was not successful in securing grant aid. 
[20176/19]

09/05/2019WRF00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The tender re-
ferred to was submitted in respect of my Department’s Call for Proposals, Forestry Promotion.  

This call received a huge response with 40 applications submitted.  A detailed, considered 
and robust evaluation of these applications was carried by an Evaluation Committee, and all 
were scored on the basis of criteria outlined to applicants at the outset. The standard of the 15 
successful applications was very high and unfortunately many proposals, including the one 
mentioned by the Deputy, did not succeed on this occasion.

The group has been informed in writing of its marking in order to inform them of how they 
measured relative to the successful projects.

09/05/2019WRF00800Agriculture Scheme Applications

09/05/2019WRF00900122. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a forestry licence application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [20197/19]

09/05/2019WRF01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): This forestry 
licence application is currently under consideration.  

There has been detailed correspondence with the registered forester in relation to this appli-
cation and a Natura Impact Assessment was submitted to the Department on 16th April, 2019.   
This has been referred to the Department’s ecologist for assessment and a decision on the appli-
cation will issue when all environmental and other considerations have been considered in full.

09/05/2019WRF01100Agriculture Scheme Payments

09/05/2019WRF01200123. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if an application for restoration of GLAS and single farm payments will be facilitated in the 
case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20213/19]
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09/05/2019WRF01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In relation 
to the Basic Payment Scheme, an official from my Department will contact the person named 
directly. 

In relation to GLAS, the GLAS 1 application of the person named was terminated for non- 
compliance with one of the core scheme requirements - to attend a GLAS training course before 
the end of the second full calendar year in the scheme.  It is open to the person named to appeal 
this decision by submitting an appeal to the Agriculture Appeals Office.

09/05/2019WRF01400Basic Payment Scheme Payments

09/05/2019WRF01500124. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
assistance will be provided in resolving the issue of payment of the 2018 basic farm payment 
scheme to a farmer (details supplied) whose 2019 payment is in order [20243/19]

09/05/2019WRF01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion containing some of the land concerned was lodged on behalf of the person named using the 
on-line reference number application facility prior to the closing date for the receipt of applica-
tions under the 2018 Basic Payment Scheme.

My Department is in the process of reviewing the documentation submitted and related 
matters. An official of my Department will make direct contact with the authorised agent of the 
person named to progress this case.

09/05/2019WRF01700Animal Welfare Bodies

09/05/2019WRF01800125. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if ani-
mal and dog sanctuaries can re-home dogs without the consent of the owner who leaves dogs in 
for fostering; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20244/19]

09/05/2019WRF01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Animals may 
only be seized and rehomed in accordance with the law. The relevant legislation relating to dogs 
is the Control of Dogs Act 1986. Section 11 of that Act provides for local authorities to rehome 
stray dogs within the circumstances set down in that section. That legislation is the responsibil-
ity of my colleague Seán Canney T.D., Minister of State for Community Development, Natural 
Resources and Digital Development.

Animal sanctuaries do not operate under an express legislative basis and their powers ac-
cordingly are limited. They do not have the right to rehome animals without the consent of the 
owner. Furthermore, Section 4 of the Criminal Justice (Theft and Fraud Offences) Act, 2001 
makes it an offence for a person who has no right to deprive the owner of property.

09/05/2019WRF02000Land Issues

09/05/2019WRF02100126. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will address a matter regarding a passage (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [20270/19]

09/05/2019WRF02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The records 
of the former Irish Land Commission (ILC) are being examined by officials in my Department 
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to ascertain if the information sought for the lands detailed is available.

I will respond directly to the Deputy when the matter has been fully researched.

09/05/2019WRF02300EU Funding

09/05/2019WRF02400127. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the estimated annual cost and seven year cost if the Exchequer were to step in and fill the 
deficit caused by the proposed cut to the pillar 2 rural development programme allocation of 
Ireland and the specific reduction in respect of current LEADER programme funding for the 
next CAP following the publication of the 2018 MFF proposals for the 2021-2027 period; the 
maximum co-financing rate permitted for member states under LEADER for the amount of 
national Exchequer funding permitted over a full CAP and RDP window; the EU and national 
Exchequer co-financing rates; and the individual amounts under the 2014-2020 LEADER Pro-
gramme. [20280/19]

09/05/2019WRF02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The European 
Commission has proposed, as part of the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) 2021 – 
2027, that funding for the next Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) post-2020 should be set at 
€365 billion.   This equates to a cut of approximately 5% to the overall CAP budget, represent-
ing a cut of 3.9% to Pillar 1, Direct Payments and 15% to Pillar 2, Rural Development.  At least 
5% of Rural Development funds are to be ring-fenced for LEADER.  

I have been very firm in my view that I do not accept the proposed 5% cut to the CAP budget 
post-2020, and there is strong consensus on this issue amongst my Member State colleagues.  
I have been strongly advocating for the CAP budget to be restored to current levels for the EU 
27 for the next programming period, and I will continue to work towards achieving this objec-
tive until agreement on the MFF post 2020 proposals has been reached.  In addition, my col-
league Minister Michael Ring, whose Department has overall responsibility for the LEADER 
programme, continues to strongly defend the LEADER budget as the MFF post-2020 negotia-
tions progress.  The retention of an adequate budget for the CAP post-2020 is a key priority for 
Ireland.

The negotiations on the EU’s Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) for the period 2021-
2027 are ongoing, and are running in parallel with the negotiations on the CAP post-2020.  It 
is worth pointing out that agreement on the budgetary allocations under the next MFF is ulti-
mately decided by Ministers for Finance and Heads of State and Government.  A decision on the 
MFF proposals is not expected to be reached until Autumn 2019 at the earliest.  

With regard to the co-financing rates, the total allocation for the LEADER 2014–2020 Pro-
gramme is €250 million. The EU portion of this funding is provided under the European Agri-
cultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) at the rate of 62.8% of total costs (€157 mil-
lion). The remaining 37.2% (€93 million) in matching funding is provided by the Exchequer. 

Under the current EU Regulations, the maximum permitted contribution to LEADER ex-
penditure from the EAFRD is 80%. The European Commission has proposed to leave this per-
centage unchanged under the proposals published for the 2021-2027 period.  

Until the MFF proposals are agreed, it will not be clear what the precise financial implica-
tions for the CAP and the Rural Development Programme will be.  Based on the proposals, and 
this has been publically indicated by Commissioner Hogan, some €47 million per annum in ad-
ditional national funding would be required for Ireland to make up the proposed shortfall under 
Pillar II funding, and my Department would concur with that estimate.
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09/05/2019WRF02600GLAS Issues

09/05/2019WRF02700128. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if it is possible under EU parameters to introduce an area based agri-environmental scheme. 
[20281/19]

09/05/2019WRF02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): GLAS, the 
current agri-environment scheme, which is fully subscribed includes area-based actions such as 
270,000 hectares of Low Input permanent Pasture action, 63,000 hectares of Traditional Hay 
Meadows and the active management of over 230,000 hectares of commonage.

Agri-environment policy is included in the CAP reform negotiations currently under way 
and any future schemes will be dependent on the outcome of these negotiations.

09/05/2019WRF02900Beef Industry

09/05/2019WRF03000129. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he has submitted a request to the EU Commission for exceptional or market disturbance 
aid for beef farmers in view of the significant decrease in prices and incomes since Autumn 
2018 from the impact of Brexit. [20282/19]

09/05/2019WRF03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The agrifood 
sector is of critical importance to the Irish economy, and its regional spread means it underpins 
the socio-economic development of rural areas in particular.  Brexit has the potential to have 
a very significant impact on the sector, given its unique exposure to the UK market, which ac-
counted for 38% (€5.2 billion) of agrifood exports last year. 

There are on-going discussions with the Commission regarding the difficulties which would 
face Ireland in the event of a no-deal Brexit, and the assistance that might be required for its ag-
riculture food and fishery sectors.  Avoiding a no-deal Brexit continues to be the Government’s 
overriding policy priority.

I have held a number of discussions with Commissioner Hogan regarding the potential 
impact of a disorderly Brexit on the sector. I have stressed the need for the Commission to be 
ready to deploy a range of measures to mitigate the potential impacts on agrifood and fisher-
ies, including through traditional market supports and exceptional aid under the CAP’s Single 
Common Market Organisation regulation (Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013), as well increased 
flexibility under State Aid regulations.  

However, it is also important to acknowledge that the past few months have been very dif-
ficult for beef farmers in particular, following a difficult year in 2018 due to weather conditions. 
There has been a prolonged and exceptional period of depressed prices since last autumn, with 
the ongoing uncertainty surrounding the outcome of Brexit, among other factors, contributing 
to this market disturbance. 

In light of the on-going depressed market prices, I have, in discussions with Commissioner 
Hogan and my EU counterparts, said that I believe that the deployment of exceptional measures 
under the CMO Regulation, to provide targeted aid to farm families who have suffered a sus-
tained reduction in returns from the market, is now required.  I made an intervention to this ef-
fect at the April meeting of the Council of Agriculture Ministers, and my officials have followed 
this up with a detailed submission, which is under consideration by Commission officials.

One of the unique strengths of the agrifood sector has been the shared vision for the sustain-
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able development of the sector in Food Wise 2025. It is crucial that we all continue to work 
together. I have highlighted the need for stakeholders to recognise their inter-dependency, and 
to increase the strength of all links in the supply chain, including the development of Beef Pro-
ducer Organisations.

I am deeply committed to fully supporting and developing Ireland’s beef sector.  I am 
strongly of the view that the existing range of supports available to beef farmers under the RDP, 
together with ensuring access to as many markets as possible, both for live animals and beef 
exports, are appropriate for the continued development of the sector.

09/05/2019WRF03200Cereal Sector

09/05/2019WRF03300130. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he remains satisfied regarding the future prospects for the cereal growing 
sector with a view to ensuring a reliable income for those involved; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20287/19]

09/05/2019WRF03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Tillage is an 
integral component of our Agrifood industry, making a significant contribution to overall Na-
tional agricultural output.  The Irish cereals sector plays a significant role in the supply of high 
quality grain to the feed industry, providing raw material for the food and drinks industry and is 
a key source of seed production.  

Cereals are therefore a significant stakeholder in our agrifood industry from a supply/food 
safety and sustainability viewpoint and the continuance of an efficient and viable tillage sector 
in Ireland is vital.

I acknowledge that cereal production has experienced difficult challenges in recent times.

However, my  Department continues to provide significant supports to the sector. The Till-
age Capital Investment Scheme under TAMS II covers specific areas of investment for tillage 
farmers with over €7.7 million distributed to over 700 tillage farmers to date. 

Early last year I announced that the EU Protein Aid Scheme was extended for 2018, re-
sulting in over €2.83m being paid to growers to date. This important Scheme, worth €3m to 
growers, is available again in 2019 providing support to growers who opt for growing eligible 
protein crops.

My Department also provides a high quality official crop seed certification scheme to the 
industry, in addition to an extensive national crop variety evaluation programme, providing 
invaluable information to growers on the latest varieties available. 

The agrifood sector continues to explore the development of novel markets for cereal prod-
ucts seeking to improve competitiveness and sustainability with Irish malting barley demand 
increasing with growth 

in demand for Irish whiskey.

I can assure the Deputy that I remain fully committed to this important sector which plays a 
key role in the development of the wider agrifood industry.

09/05/2019WRF03500Pigmeat Sector
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09/05/2019WRF03600131. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he remains satisfied regarding the future viability of the pig and pigmeat in-
dustry with particular reference to access to existing or alternative markets; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20288/19]

09/05/2019WRF03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Irish pigmeat 
exports increased by 5% year-on-year in 2018 to a value of €832m.

Ireland’s largest export market by far was the UK, accounting for roughly 57% (worth 
€471m) of the total, followed by China, at 9%. Trade to other international third party markets 
reached €117m, or 14% of total export value. The rest of the EU accounted for 19% of export 
totals.  

The growth in the pig sector must also be viewed over the medium term coming at as it 
did from a base of €330 million export value in 2010 the sector has shown exceptional growth 
– clear evidence of the accurate direction and focus of the Food Harvest 2020 and Food Wise 
2025 strategies.

Chinese imports are expected to increase compared to 2019 potentially providing a boon 
for exporting slaughter plants. Indeed, pig prices have increased markedly since the beginning 
of this year as increasing import demand from China has materialised over the last couple of 
months. However, longer term much will depend on the continuing African Swine Fever (ASF) 
situation both within China, and across the EU, trade relations between China and the US and 
competition from peer-exporting nations.

Expanding access into new markets such as Mexico and further penetration of lucrative 
markets like  Japan and South Korea will be the primary goals for Irish exporters this year. 
The recent announcement of new Agriculture Attaché posts in Mexico City, Tokyo and Seoul 
underlines my Department’s commitment to pursuing and further developing opportunities for 
Irish pigmeat exporters in international markets.

These and other factors such as farm viability, global market share and a stable animal 
health situation will determine sectorial prosperity in the years to come.  The Department will 
continue to work closely with the sector and, by focusing on insight-led growth strategies, to 
take advantage of opportunities for Irish pig meat exporters on international markets.

09/05/2019WRF03800Agrifood Sector

09/05/2019WRF03900132. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he continues to make preparations to capitalise on Brexit with particular 
reference to the opening up of new opportunities for Irish food production; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20289/19]

09/05/2019WRF04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The pursuit 
and development of new markets for Irish agrifood exports is an ongoing and central compo-
nent of the strategic development of the agrifood sector, as evidenced by its placement right at 
the centre of Food Wise 2025. It is of particular relevance given the need to diversify our mar-
kets and to reduce our exposure to traditional destinations such as the UK. 

My Department continues to open new markets and deepen trade with existing markets for 
Irish food. The highlight of 2018 in this respect was the decision of the Chinese authorities to 
open their market to Irish beef imports. Other notable achievements during 2018 were agree-
ments with Qatar and Kuwait which allowed for the importation of Irish beef, sheepmeat and 
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poultry to their markets, and, most recently, in April 2019 we saw the opening of the Ukrainian 
market for Irish beef and pork.

Trade Missions play an important role in opening up new opportunities for Irish food pro-
duction. I have led a number of such missions over the last two years in particular, and the first 
one of 2019 took place in March, when I led a mission to Turkey which was primarily focused 
on live trade. The remainder of 2019 will see missions to China next week, Japan and South 
Korea in June, and Algeria and Egypt in November. These destinations are in keeping with 
Bord Bia’s recent market prioritisation exercise, which has identified the markets that provide 
the greatest potential for an increase in Irish agrifood exports.

Overall, agrifood exports to countries outside the EU have increased from around €2.7 bil-
lion to €3.6 billion in the period 2014 to 2018. This represents very rapid growth of 36% in that 
four-year timeframe. It remains the case, nonetheless, that exports to the UK comprise a very 
significant proportion of Irish agrifood exports.

09/05/2019WRF04100Agrifood Sector

09/05/2019WRF04200133. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans for the future development of the agrifood sector notwithstanding Brexit or other chal-
lenges; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20290/19]

09/05/2019WRF04300142. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the degree to which he expects agricultural exports to develop and grow in the future; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20299/19]

09/05/2019WRF04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 133 and 142 together.

Food Wise 2025 is the latest ten-year strategy agreed by a range of stakeholders, both public 
and private, and adopted by the Government as an overarching policy for the Irish agrifood sec-
tor. It underlines the agrifood sector’s unique and special position within the Irish economy and 
provides an enabling strategy that will allow the sector to develop.   

Food Wise includes more than 400 specific recommendations, spread across the cross-cut-
ting themes of sustainability, innovation, human capital, market development and competitive-
ness, as well as specific sectorial recommendations.  

If these recommendations are implemented, the expert committee that drew up the Food 
Wise 2025 Strategy believed that significant value growth projections are achievable by 2025, 
including increasing the value of agrifood exports by 85% to €19 billion. 

In July 2018, I launched the third annual progress report of Food Wise 2025: Steps to Suc-
cess 2018. This showed that by 2017 exports had increased by 15.9% compared to the baseline.

As of Q4 2018, of the 375 detailed actions in Food Wise which were due to commence by 
2018 or are on-going actions; 79% have been achieved or substantial action has been undertak-
en and a further 21% have commenced and are progressing well. This represents a 6% increase 
in target achieved over Q3 2018. 

Market Development was identified as one of the key five cross-cutting themes in Food 
Wise 2025. It highlights the need to ensure that Irish products are targeted at the right markets 
and the right segments within these markets. The global evolving market environment presents 
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enormous potential opportunities for the agrifood sector. 

As part of the Department’s Action Plan on intensifying international market access, a new 
online international market access tool was developed. This portal provides information across 
some of the major export sectors of dairy, meat, seafood and live animals.  

I have also led a series of agrifood trade missions to key existing and emerging markets; 
my Department’s agricultural attaché network in key Embassies has been increased and I have 
provided significant additional resources to Bord Bia’s marketing and promotion efforts.

Preparations for a new agrifood strategy to 2030 are underway. Its development will involve 
an analysis of a range of cross-cutting themes and the various sub-sectors of the agrifood indus-
try, a formal public consultation and the establishment of a committee to develop the strategy.

Without pre-empting the work of the new committee and the eventual content of the 2030 
strategy, it is clear that the cross-cutting themes contained in Food Wise (environmental sus-
tainability, market development, competitiveness, innovation, and human capital) will continue 
to be highly relevant. It is likely that environmental sustainability, and in particular, the con-
tribution that agriculture can make to climate action, will need significant consideration and 
prominence.

In this regard, my Department is currently developing a climate roadmap for the agrifood 
sector to ensure that the future development of the agriculture and land-use sector, including 
forestry, will be built upon and contribute fairly to Ireland’s climate targets. This will form a 
key element of the 2030 strategy. In parallel, my Department is also working on the develop-
ment of Ireland’s CAP Strategic Plan, which in line with the EU Commission’s proposals, will 
recognise that greater environmental and climate ambition is required. These important strate-
gic and policy developments at national and European levels, as well as others in areas such as 
international trade and the bioeconomy, will inform the 2030 strategy.

09/05/2019WRF04500Greenhouse Gas Emissions

09/05/2019WRF04600134. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he can encourage mitigation action in respect of greenhouse gases with 
the minimum impact on agriculture production; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[20291/19]

09/05/2019WRF04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The long term 
vision for the agricultural sector is an approach to carbon neutrality which does not compromise 
capacity for sustainable food production. Our policy approach is based on three principles:

- Reducing agricultural emissions

- Increasing carbon sequestration; and

- Displacing and substituting fossil fuel and energy intensive materials. 

My Department and its agencies are actively engaged with the farming sector on a large 
range of measures and actions focused on the environment and climate, which support the con-
tinued transition towards a low carbon economy and society. 

Measures include:

- The Beef Data and Genomics Programme (BDGP) aimed at lowering the intensity of GHG 
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emissions by improving the quality and efficiency of the national beef herd and the Beef Envi-
ronmental Efficiency Pilot (BEEP);

- The Green Low Carbon Agri-Environment Scheme; 

- The Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme (TAMS); and 

- Initiatives such as Origin Green, Quality Assurance schemes and Knowledge Transfer 
Schemes; 

all of which contribute to lowering the carbon footprint of the sector.

In terms of sequestration our most significant intervention is the national afforestation pro-
gramme. My Department invests heavily in the Afforestation Scheme to encourage landowners 
to establish forests on their land. The Government has recently approved significant improve-
ments in grant and premium rates under the agroforestry and forestry for fibre options. 

The third strand to our climate policy approach focuses on energy efficiency, energy provi-
sion from biomass and other agricultural products and on the use of wood products to substitute 
for materials associated with high levels of emissions such as steel, concrete and fossil fuels. I 
have recently made available €10 million under TAMS for energy measures.

My Department continues to review options that will enable our farmers to transition to a 
low carbon economy. While the mitigation potential for agriculture is limited, agriculture can 
and must play a key role in contributing to Ireland’s climate change and energy targets in the 
years ahead.

09/05/2019WRF04800Artisan Food Sector

09/05/2019WRF04900135. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the degree to which opportunities continue to exist for the artisan food sector; the degree to 
which the industry has grown over the past three years; his expectations for the future; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20292/19]

09/05/2019WRF05000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Artisan and 
speciality food businesses can have a significant impact on local rural economies and their im-
portance is acknowledged in the Food Wise 2025 strategy.  Growth prospects for the sector are 
positive overall, driven by increased consumer interest in the provenance of food, environmen-
tal concerns, health and a desire to support the local economy.

The Small Business food sector is segmented into Artisan, Established, Startups and In-
Growth types. Approximately  500 food companies with a turnover of €100,000 to €3.5m are 
registered with Bord Bia for supports and services. These owner-managed businesses produce 
high-end products with a strong focus on the domestic market. 

A range of supports for this particular sector is available from my Department and relevant 
State agencies, including Bord Bia, Teagasc and Local Enterprise Offices.  Supports include 
marketing assistance, specialised training, capacity building and promotion. 

In May 2018, my colleague Minister Ring and I launched the ‘LEADER Food Initiative’ 
for artisan/small food and beverage businesses, which provides for funding of up to €15m up to 
2020, from my Department, through the Rural Development Programme (RDP).  This funding 
is being delivered using the LEADER methodology. It supports new and existing artisan, micro 
and small food producers to address emerging challenges through investment in areas such as 
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capital equipment, market development, competitiveness and innovation. 

To-date, 21 projects with a total value of more than €800,000 have been approved under the 
scheme.

09/05/2019WRF05100Fishing Industry

09/05/2019WRF05200136. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which fishing remains a viable option for fishing dependent families nationally; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20293/19]

09/05/2019WRF05300145. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he remains satisfied regarding the future of the fishing industry notwith-
standing the potential impact of events outside his control with particular reference to those 
families traditionally dependent on the fishing industry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20302/19]

09/05/2019WRF05400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 136 and 145 together.

The Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) provides the framework for the long term conserva-
tion and sustainability of fish stocks around our shores and is designed to ensure the long term 
sustainability of fishing in Ireland and throughout EU waters. Key features of this policy in-
clude setting Total Allowable Catches (TACs) and quotas to deliver maximum sustainable yield 
(MSY) by 2015, where possible, and in all cases by 2020 as well as a discards ban (Landing 
Obligation) that was phased in over the period 2015 to 2019. 

Setting fishing levels on the basis of Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) is an essential 
aspect of the policy. Fishing opportunities are agreed on an annual basis at the EU Fisheries 
Council of Ministers on the basis of a proposal produced by the European Commission that 
is informed by the best available scientific advice. The Common Fisheries Policy specifically 
calls for the progressive restoration and maintenance of populations of fish stocks above bio-
mass levels capable of producing MSY.  To achieve this, the FMSY exploitation rate shall be 
achieved for all stocks by 2020 at the latest. This should ultimately lead to healthy fish stocks, 
higher quotas for both Irish and EU fishermen and lead to more sustainable fishing patterns.

Scientific information on the state of the fisheries exploited by the Irish fleet is compiled by 
the Marine Institute and is published in the Stock Book each year. The most recent Stock Book, 
2018, contains 74 stocks that are subject to the scientific advice of the Marine Institute. From 
the 74 stocks, 32 are assessed as being sustainably fished in 2018. This number has grown every 
year since 2013. This in turn leads to the number of stocks being over fished declining from 22 
in 2014 to 16 in 2018.

The 2018 December Fisheries Council, at which quotas for 2019 were agreed, showed a 
rebuilding of many stocks. I was pleased that the scientific advice supported large increases in a 
number of stocks of importance such as Haddock (+20%), Hake (+28%) and Megrims (+47%) 
in the Celtic Sea. The overall increase of 30% in whitefish quota will provide improved fishing 
opportunities for whitefish fishermen all around our coasts. This shows that the many years of 
intensive, industry led conservation measures are paying off.

Provided we can successfully navigate the potential difficulties arising from Brexit, in co-
operation with our EU27 partners, I am confident that we will be able to ensure the continued 
economic viability of our fishing fleet and fish processors, thereby supporting the families and 
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communities that depend on a vibrant fishing industry.

09/05/2019WRF05500Agrifood Sector

09/05/2019WRF05600137. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which the market for venison remains viable here and abroad; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [20294/19]

09/05/2019WRF05700143. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which the prospects for the lamb trade remain positive for the foreseeable future; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20300/19]

09/05/2019WRF05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 137 and 143 together.

Deer farming in Ireland is an alternative enterprise which is dependent on the dynamics of 
supply and demand which affect all agricultural production systems. In 1996, there were ap-
proximately 500 deer farms with 20,000 deer in Ireland, but numbers have declined sharply 
since that time. 

Today, there are only a small number of farmers in Ireland actively supplying deer for meat 
production, which cater primarily to specialised niche markets. The sector is reliant upon pro-
ducers and companies ensuring that a market exists for their product, an objective which Bord 
Bia assists in by identifying and developing potential market outlets.

There was some recent growth in game (venison) market during 2016, for example, with 
around 764 deer slaughtered for this market, but this declined to 271 deer for 2017, with 133 
deer slaughtered so far in 2018.

Growth in the past was achieved as a result of improved distribution for game meats, espe-
cially in supermarkets. Game and exotic meats historically occupy a premium, niche segment 
of the meat market. Whilst there are opportunities to compete with the larger premium segment 
of the red meat/poultry categories, it is important to note that demand is seasonal, with the 
greatest concentration of retail shelf space dedicated to game in the Winter/Christmas period. 

My Department has approved one factory for the slaughter of deer in Ireland, and two 
game-handling plants. There may also be outlets for processing of venison in Local Authority 
approved plants, but this would be a matter for the Local Authority concerned.

There is no reliance on wild deer in the sector currently.    

In terms of lamb trade,  while sheepmeat export volumes were down by 4% in 2018 com-
pared to 2017, exports by values were up 2% to €315m.  Factory gate prices were also higher 
than in 2017. The medium term prospects for the lamb sector both at national, EU and global 
level suggest that market prospected are generally good.  

Meat consumption overall is expected to increase globally by 15% in the next decade due to 
population increases. My Department is currently seeking to increase market access for sheep-
meat including applications for access to the Chinese and Japanese markets.

09/05/2019WRF05900Brexit Supports
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09/05/2019WRF06000138. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he expects to achieve sufficient support at EU level to offset the effect of 
Brexit on the agrifood sector both pre and post the event; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20295/19]

09/05/2019WRF06100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The agrifood 
sector is of critical importance to the Irish economy, and its regional spread means it underpins 
the socio-economic development of rural areas in particular.  Brexit has the potential to have 
a very significant impact on the sector, given its unique exposure to the UK market, which ac-
counted for 38% (€5.2 billion) of agrifood exports last year. 

There are on-going discussions with the Commission regarding the difficulties which would 
face Ireland in the event of a no-deal Brexit, and the assistance that might be required for its ag-
riculture food and fishery sectors.  Avoiding a no-deal Brexit continues to be the Government’s 
overriding policy priority.

I have held a number of discussions with Commissioner Hogan regarding the potential 
impact of a disorderly Brexit on the sector. I have stressed the need for the Commission to be 
ready to deploy a range of measures to mitigate the potential impacts on agrifood and fisher-
ies, including through traditional market supports and exceptional aid under the CAP’s Single 
Common Market Organisation regulation (Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013), as well increased 
flexibility under State Aid regulations.  

However, it is also important to acknowledge that the past few months have been very dif-
ficult for beef farmers in particular, following a difficult year in 2018 due to weather conditions. 
There has been a prolonged and exceptional period of depressed prices since last autumn, with 
the ongoing uncertainty surrounding the outcome of Brexit, among other factors, contributing 
to this market disturbance. 

In light of the on-going depressed market prices, I have, in discussions with Commissioner 
Hogan and my EU counterparts, said that I believe that the deployment of exceptional measures 
under the CMO Regulation, to provide targeted aid to farm families who have suffered a sus-
tained reduction in returns from the market, is now required.  I made an intervention to this ef-
fect at the April meeting of the Council of Agriculture Ministers, and my officials have followed 
this up with a detailed submission, which is under consideration by Commission officials.

One of the unique strengths of the agrifood sector has been the shared vision for the sustain-
able development of the sector in Food Wise 2025. It is crucial that we all continue to work 
together. I have highlighted the need for stakeholders to recognise their inter-dependency, and 
to increase the strength of all links in the supply chain, including the development of Beef Pro-
ducer Organisations.

I am deeply committed to fully supporting and developing Ireland’s beef sector.  I am 
strongly of the view that the existing range of supports available to beef farmers under the RDP, 
together with ensuring access to as many markets as possible, both for live animals and beef 
exports, are appropriate for the continued development of the sector.

09/05/2019WRF06200Brexit Supports

09/05/2019WRF06300139. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he anticipates to be in a position to offer adequate support directly or via the 
EU, for farm families with particular reference to those most likely to be challenged by Brexit 
or other global events; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20296/19]
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09/05/2019WRF06400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The agrifood 
sector is of critical importance to the Irish economy, and its regional spread means it underpins 
the socio-economic development of rural areas in particular.  Brexit has the potential to have 
a very significant impact on the sector, given its unique exposure to the UK market, which ac-
counted for 38% (€5.2 billion) of agrifood exports last year. 

There are on-going discussions with the Commission regarding the difficulties which would 
face Ireland in the event of a no-deal Brexit, and the assistance that might be required for its ag-
riculture food and fishery sectors.  Avoiding a no-deal Brexit continues to be the Government’s 
overriding policy priority.

It is clear that, in the event of a no-deal Brexit, the impact of the UK tariff regime as an-
nounced would have had a significant impact on beef prices and on beef farm incomes, as a 
result. 

I have held a number of discussions with Commissioner Hogan regarding the potential 
impact of a disorderly Brexit on the sector. I have stressed the need for the Commission to be 
ready to deploy a range of measures to mitigate the potential impacts on agrifood and fisher-
ies, including through traditional market supports and exceptional aid under the CAP’s Single 
Common Market Organisation regulation (Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013), as well increased 
flexibility under State Aid regulations.  

It is important to acknowledge that the past few months have been very difficult for beef 
farmers in particular, following a difficult year in 2018 due to weather conditions. There has 
been a prolonged and exceptional period of depressed prices since last autumn, with the ongo-
ing uncertainty surrounding the outcome of Brexit, among other factors, contributing to this 
market disturbance. 

In light of the on-going depressed market prices, I have, in discussions with Commissioner 
Hogan and my EU counterparts, said that I believe that the deployment of exceptional measures 
under the CMO Regulation, to provide targeted aid to farm families who have suffered a sus-
tained reduction in returns from the market, is now required.  I made an intervention to this ef-
fect at the April meeting of the Council of Agriculture Ministers, and my officials have followed 
this up with a detailed submission, which is under consideration by Commission officials.

One of the unique strengths of the agrifood sector has been the shared vision for the sustain-
able development of the sector in Food Wise 2025. It is crucial that we all continue to work 
together. I have highlighted the need for stakeholders to recognise their inter-dependency, and 
to increase the strength of all links in the supply chain, including the development of Beef Pro-
ducer Organisations.

I am deeply committed to fully supporting and developing Ireland’s beef sector.  I am 
strongly of the view that the existing range of supports available to beef farmers under the RDP, 
together with ensuring access to as many markets as possible, both for live animals and beef 
exports, are appropriate for the continued development of the sector.

09/05/2019WRF06500Beef Industry

09/05/2019WRF06600140. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he envisages beef producers to be able to rely on a steady income from their 
enterprise; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20297/19]

09/05/2019WRF06700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The agrifood 
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sector is of critical importance to the Irish economy, and its regional spread means it underpins 
the socio-economic development of rural areas in particular.  

The Beef Data and Genomics Programme (BDGP) is currently the main support specifically 
targeted for the suckler sector, which provides Irish beef farmers with some €300 million in 
funding over the current Rural Development Programme (RDP) period.  I also announced an 
additional €20 million in funding in Budget 2019, through the Beef Environmental Efficiency 
Pilot (BEEP).

My Department has rolled out a range of schemes as part of the €4 billion Rural Devel-
opment Programme (RDP), 2014 - 2020. In addition to the BDGP, other supports which are 
available for suckler and sheep farmers under Pillar II of the CAP include GLAS, ANCs and 
Knowledge Transfer Groups. Suckler farmers also benefit from the Basic Payment Scheme 
(BPS) and Greening payments under CAP Pillar I.  According to National Farm Survey, already 
suckler farmers receive support equivalent to approximately €500 per suckler cow on average.  

However, it is also important to acknowledge that the past few months have been very dif-
ficult for beef farmers in particular, following a difficult year in 2018 due to weather conditions. 
There has been a prolonged and exceptional period of depressed prices since last autumn, with 
the ongoing uncertainty surrounding the outcome of Brexit, among other factors, contributing 
to this market disturbance. 

Brexit has the potential to have a very significant impact on the sector, given its unique ex-
posure to the UK market, which accounted for 38% (€5.2 billion) of agrifood exports last year. 
Avoiding a no-deal Brexit, which would have catastrophic implications for the agriculture food 
and fisheries sectors in terms of tariff barriers, continues to be the Government’s overriding 
policy priority.

There are on-going discussions with the Commission regarding the difficulties which would 
face Ireland in the event of a no-deal Brexit, and the assistance that might be required for its ag-
riculture food and fishery sectors.  Avoiding a no-deal Brexit continues to be the Government’s 
overriding policy priority.

In light of the on-going depressed market prices, I have, in discussions with Commissioner 
Hogan and my EU counterparts, said that I believe that the deployment of exceptional measures 
under the CMO Regulation, to provide targeted aid to farm families who have suffered a sus-
tained reduction in returns from the market, is now required.  

One of the unique strengths of the agrifood sector has been the shared vision for the sustain-
able development of the sector in Food Wise 2025. It is crucial that we all continue to work 
together. I have highlighted the need for stakeholders to recognise their inter-dependency, and 
to increase the strength of all links in the supply chain, including the development of Beef Pro-
ducer Organisations.

I am deeply committed to fully supporting and developing Ireland’s beef sector.  I am 
strongly of the view that the existing range of supports available to beef farmers under the RDP, 
together with ensuring access to as many markets as possible, both for live animals and beef 
exports, are appropriate for the continued development of the sector.

09/05/2019WRF06800Dairy Sector

09/05/2019WRF06900141. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the degree to which he expects the dairy sector to grow in the future, notwithstanding interna-
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tional events and increased competition on world markets; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [20298/19]

09/05/2019WRF07000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Irish dairy 
market, following on from broader EU and international trends, is currently in a much improved 
position compared to the relatively recent past during the period 2014 - 2016. Of course, my 
Department remains extremely vigilant in monitoring the current market and emerging trends, 
particularly as we approach the peak period for Irish milk production.

In 2018, Ireland exported dairy products to approximately 140 countries totalling over €4.5 
billion worth of produce, an increase of over 5% by volume compared to 2017 and another year 
of strong performance by the Irish dairy sector.  I expect this increase in exports of Irish dairy 
products to continue into the future with increasing emphasis on third country markets.

Irish dairy products have a highly rated and hard earned reputation in terms of quality, 
safety and sustainability, and this gives them a competitive edge in markets over the world. 
My Department, in conjunction with other stakeholders, including the Irish dairy companies 
and agencies such as Bord Bia, are playing a key role in building the market for Irish dairy 
with intensive Ministerial trade mission programmes and other promotional work.  Against the 
backdrop of our efforts to significantly increase dairy output and grow the sector, export market 
diversification is of the utmost importance, and this is particularly true in the context of a post-
Brexit scenario.

The long-term fundamentals of the global dairy market are strong, with growing global 
demand projected from emerging economies with increasing middle classes. Whilst significant 
challenges have continued throughout recent years, in particular price volatility, there is confi-
dence that the Irish and EU dairy sector is well placed to gain from the opportunity presented 
by expanding global demand.

My Department has engaged and will continue to engage with stakeholders on these and 
other important issues.

  Question No. 142 answered with Question No. 133.

  Question No. 143 answered with Question No. 137.

09/05/2019WRF07300Poultry Industry

09/05/2019WRF07400144. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he expects the poultry sector to grow in the short, medium and long-term; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20301/19]

09/05/2019WRF07500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The value 
of Irish poultry exports in 2018 increased by 1% to over €280 million according to CSO trade 
data, with the United Kingdom accounting for some 78% of this figure in value terms.  Other 
EU markets now account for almost 10% of Irish exports, with France leading the way followed 
closely by Finland and the Netherlands. Exports to third country markets now amount to around 
10% of export totals, with South Africa showing the biggest growth for Irish exporters: this 
market grew by 14% in 2018 to just under €30 million. 

Irish production again hit record levels in 2018, with 98.6 million birds slaughtered in ex-
port-approved plants, an increase of 3.3% compared to 2017, with most of the increase evident 
in broiler and duck production. Overall, Irish poultry production is expected to exceed the 100 
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million mark in 2019.

While the outlook for 2019 remains broadly positive, the sector continues to face challenges 
particularly the ongoing uncertainty around Brexit. In this context, the pursuit and develop-
ment of new markets is an ongoing and central component of the strategic development of the 
agrifood sector, as evidenced by the market development theme of Food Wise 2025. My De-
partment is currently actively pursuing market access for poultry in a number of third country 
markets, including South Korea, Malaysia and Indonesia. 

As in other meat sectors, global trade conditions will be crucial in determining the outlook 
for the Irish poultry sector over the medium to longer term.

  Question No. 145 answered with Question No. 136.

09/05/2019WRG00300Fishing Industry

09/05/2019WRG00400146. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the extent to which he expects job opportunities to remain constant in the fishing and fish 
processing sector incorporating value added products; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20306/19]

09/05/2019WRG00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In 2018, Bord 
Iascaigh Mhara reported that Irish Seafood GDP grew by 3.4% to an estimated €1.25 billion. 
BIM reported total seafood sector employment of 14,359 for 2018.  While the value of our 
seafood exports declined 4% in 2018, the overall trend over the past decade has been one of 
strong growth.   

There are a number of opportunities and threats to our seafood sector in the coming years.  
The potential impacts of Brexit remain a concern and my Department and its agencies, and 
indeed other State bodies such as Enterprise Ireland and Údarás na Gaeltachta, have been work-
ing closely with stakeholders in planning for all scenarios.  There are also very many reasons 
to be positive about the future of the sector.  Demand on international markets is such that there 
are valuable business opportunities for quality Irish seafood.  My Department and its agencies 
are pursuing a number of strategies to assist our seafood enterprises in realising those oppor-
tunities, including Food Wise 2025, the National Strategic Plan for Sustainable Aquaculture 
Development and the recently published Strategy for the Inshore Fisheries Sector.  

These strategies are being supported through my Department’s €240 million European 
Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) Operational Programme, which is the vehicle for finan-
cial supports to our seafood sector for the period 2014 to 2020.  The Programme delivers a 
wide range of supports for aquaculture, fisheries and seafood processing through a suite of 18 
schemes.  The Programme is co-funded by the Government of Ireland and the European Union.  
Some €41 million in financial supports were invested in the sector in 2018, leveraging signifi-
cant private investment by seafood processors in value-adding and investments in increased 
productivity by aquaculture enterprises.  The catching sector also continues to invest strongly 
in equipment on-board to add value to catch, improve quality, enhance safety and hygiene and 
embrace energy efficiency.

I look forward to seeing our seafood sector continue to grow and provide essential employ-
ment growth in peripheral coastal communities in the year ahead.
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09/05/2019WRG00600Horse Racing Industry Funding

09/05/2019WRG00700147. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his views 
on whether the system of collection of the foal levy and allocation of the funding raised from it 
lacks transparency; and the steps he will take to address same. [20308/19]

09/05/2019WRG00800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Horse Racing 
Ireland (HRI) is a commercial state body established under the Horse and Greyhound Racing 
Act, 2001, and is responsible for the overall administration, promotion and development of the 
horse racing industry.

The current Foal Levy scheme, which was introduced in 2000 on a statutory basis, applies 
to all thoroughbred foals registered in Ireland. The Foal Levy is currently calculated with refer-
ence to SI 735 of 2011, which is the governing legislation. 

HRI’s Foal Levy Committee reviews the rates, bands and structures of the levy on an an-
nual basis and has also considered potential alternative methodologies to calculate the levy due. 
They have concluded that the current banded/tiered approach represents the most equitable and 
appropriate way of securing the vital funds needed for the breeding sector.  I understand that 
the majority of foals registered fall into the two lower bands of €35 and €50, and that there is a 
very high compliance rate of circa 98.3%.

The Foal Levy funding paid by breeders is reserved for the benefit of the breeding sector.  
Recommendations on the annual funding allocations are considered by an advisory committee 
made up of nominees from the Irish Thoroughbred Breeders Association, the Irish Farmers As-
sociation and Horse Racing Ireland.  Recommendations are then considered by the HRI Board 
as part of their annual budget review and allocations are recorded within HRI’s annual financial 
statements.

As such, I have no plans to alter the current arrangements for the levy.

09/05/2019WRG00900Inland Fisheries Stocks

09/05/2019WRG01000148. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which fish restocking with traditional game fish continues to take 
place in lakes and rivers nationally; the degree to which trout and salmon has featured in this; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20303/19]

09/05/2019WRG01100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) is the state agency responsible for the protection, man-
agement and conservation of Ireland’s inland fisheries and sea angling resources. I am advised 
by IFI that restocking is a complex matter that is carefully considered in the context of the 
protection of existing wild stocks.   In relation to potential restocking of salmon, there are sig-
nificant genetic and ecological concerns when the progeny of wild salmon reared in a hatchery 
environment are released back into the wild as each of Ireland’s more than 140 salmon rivers 
has its own genetically unique stock of salmon. For this reason each salmon stock is managed 
individually based on the conservation limit established for each river. Ireland’s salmon man-
agement measures are considered best in class internationally 

Re-stocking with hatchery reared fish can be detrimental to the genetic integrity of indi-
vidual stocks and negatively impact their long term sustainability. IFI follows the guidelines 
of the North Atlantic Salmon Conservation Organisation (NASCO) with regard to applying the 
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precautionary approach to any proposed re-stocking of hatchery reared Atlantic salmon into the 
wild.

Internationally re-stocking in not considered an appropriate solution in management mea-
sures for wild Atlantic salmon. IFI’s advice for enhancement of salmon populations nationally 
is to continue with single stock salmon management to achieve individual river spawning tar-
gets while also supporting habitat enhancement and removal of artificial barriers to migration 
rather than artificial re-stock enhancements which have potentially detrimental genetic impacts. 

National policy is that management measurements for wild brown trout should be generally 
directed towards conservation, with return of captured fish, and towards habitat-management/
enhancement measures designed to increase carrying capacity and restore depleted wild brown 
trout stocks.

IFI have confirmed that a series of genetic studies on Irish brown trout populations has 
revealed that there is enormous genetic diversity within and among brown trout populations. 
Research has shown that stocking with hatchery reared brown trout makes no significant con-
tribution to those fisheries where they have been introduced. In addition, it has been shown 
that restocking of non-native salmonids can be detrimental to the freshwater pearl mussel, a 
protected species included in Annex II and V of the EU Habitats Directive.

“IFI has supplied hatchery reared fish to angling clubs around the country. The main species 
stocked are brown trout and, in respect of put and take fisheries, rainbow trout. Re-stocking 
requests are considered in the context of EU legislation, biodiversity considerations and best 
scientific advice.” 

For the Deputy’s information I have attached a copy of IFI’s fish stocking guidance docu-
ment.

09/05/2019WRG01200Craoltóirí Seirbhíse Poiblí

09/05/2019WRG01300149. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den Aire Cumarsáide, Gníomhaithe ar son 
na hAeráide agus Comhshaoil an ndearna sé plé le húdaráis RTÉ maidir le teip an stáisiúin a 
gcuid dualgas reachtúil i leith craolachán i nGaeilge a chomhlíonadh; cad iad na torthaí a bhí 
aontaithe; cad é an plean gníomhaíochta a aontaíodh agus cad é an t-amlíne chun é a chur i bh-
feidhm; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [20193/19]

09/05/2019WRG01400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): De réir Alt 98 den Acht Craolacháin 2009, is craoltóir neamhspleách náisiúnta seirb-
híse poiblí é RTÉ agus, ar an ábhar sin, níl aon ról agamsa mar Aire ina chuid oibríochtaí ó lá 
go lá. Foilsíonn RTÉ Ráitis Bhliantúla ar Ghealltanais Feidhmíochta le spriocanna a bhaineann 
le réimse seirbhísí, an Ghaeilge san áireamh. Déanann Údarás Craolacháin na hÉireann, mar 
rialtóir neamhspleách, athbhreithniú ar a fheidhmíocht i gcomhthéacs na spriocanna sin gach 
bliain.

09/05/2019WRG01500EU Directives

09/05/2019WRG01600150. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the implementation of the EU web accessibility directive; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [20209/19]

09/05/2019WRG01700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
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Bruton): The EU Directive 2016/2102 on the accessibility of the websites and mobile applica-
tions of public sector bodies requires public bodies to ensure their websites and applications are 
accessible to users and in particular to persons with disabilities by making them perceivable, 
operable, understandable and robust.   Public body websites and applications that comply with 
the European harmonised standard EN 301 549 will be presumed to be in compliance with the 
accessibility standards of the Directive. The Directive requires public bodies to provide a de-
tailed, comprehensive and clear accessibility statement on their compliance with the Directive. 
This statement must also have a feedback mechanism allowing any person to notify the public 
body of any failure of its website or mobile application with the accessibility requirements set 
out in the Directive. 

My Department is currently finalising transposition of the Directive.

09/05/2019WRG01800Telecommunications Infrastructure

09/05/2019WRG01900151. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the actions he will take to ensure that information is provided on the health impact 
of 5G roll out here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20271/19]

09/05/2019WRG02000152. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he is satisfied there are no health implications from the roll out of 5G here 
(details supplied); his plans to address these concerns; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [20272/19]

09/05/2019WRG02100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 151 and 152 together.

The roll-out of 5G in Ireland is a matter for private mobile network operators, operating on a 
commercial basis. The regulation of these service providers, to the extent permitted by law, is a 
statutory function of the Commission for Communications Regulation, ComReg in accordance 
with the Communications Regulation Act 2002. This role includes the monitoring of compli-
ance by authorised operators with terms and conditions, including with respect to non-ionising 
radiation levels. ComReg is statutorily independent in the exercise of its functions.

As Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment, I have policy respon-
sibility for matters pertaining to public exposure to non-iodising radiation. Irish policy in this 
area is informed by a substantial volume of internationally recognised scientific research and 
evidence. This includes the guidelines set down by the International Commission on Non-Io-
nising Radiation Protection (ICNIRP). 

These guidelines provide scientifically based exposure limits that are applicable to both 
public and occupational exposure from electromagnetic fields (EMF), including 5G. ICNIRP 
guidelines apply up to a frequency of 300 gigahertz (GHz), well above the maximum frequen-
cies being considered for 5G. ICNIRP guidelines are based on evidence gathered from all peer 
reviewed scientific literature and not on the conclusions of any single scientific paper, event, or 
other source. 

In 2015, the Irish Government commissioned a report by the National Institute for Public 
Health and the Environment of the Netherlands (RIVM). This was published in 2016 and is 
entitled “Electromagnetic Fields in the Irish Context”. It examined and synthesised existing 
peer-reviewed research into clear findings, with particular focus on the potential health effects 
of electric and magnetic fields arising from high voltage power lines, and electromagnetic fields 
from base stations for mobile communication. This report reaffirms the overall conclusion of 
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an earlier 2007 report, “Health Effects of Electromagnetic Fields”  , that there is insufficient 
evidence to establish a causal relationship between exposure to low-frequency electromagnetic 
fields and adverse health effects. 

In this regard, I have recently assigned a new statutory function to the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency to provide general information to the public on matters pertaining to public ex-
posure to non-ionising radiation, to monitor international scientific developments and provide 
independent advice to my Department in this area.

09/05/2019WRG02300Public Transport Fares

09/05/2019WRG02400153. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the rea-
son Bus Éireann is charging more for a shorter bus journey (details supplied). [20184/19]

09/05/2019WRG02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is a 
matter for Bus Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct 
reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

09/05/2019WRG02600Sports Capital Programme Applications

09/05/2019WRG02700154. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when an announcement will issue regarding organisations that were successful in the 2018 
round of sports capital funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [20210/19]

09/05/2019WRG02800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme closed for applications on 
Friday 19th October last.  By that deadline, a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking 
a total of €162m in funding.  

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January.  

Work is now underway in assessing the new 2018 applications and allocations in respect 
of approx. 635 equipment only applications are expected to be announced shortly. For the first 
time, applicants who have submitted incorrect documentation under this round are being given 
the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. While there will be no 
undue delay in completing the assessment process, in view of the opportunity to correct docu-
mentation, the record number of applications received and the detailed information contained 
in each application, it is likely to take a number of months to have all applications assessed. Ac-
cordingly, I expect that it may be the third quarter of this year before the full set of allocations 
under this current round of the programme are announced.

09/05/2019WRG02900Departmental Funding

09/05/2019WRG03000155. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the funding 
provided to projects (details supplied) in 2018; the estimated amount to be paid in 2019; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [20202/19]
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09/05/2019WRG03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In 2018, my 
Department allocated €16.5m to Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, for the Family Resource 
Centre Programme. This funding increased to €18m in 2019. 

Tusla’s Family Resource Centre Programme provides the financial support which typically 
covers the employment of two to three members of staff and some overhead costs for each FRC.  
120 Family Resource Centres (FRCs), 2 support networks and the Family Resource Centre Na-
tional Forum (FRCNF) were supported under the Family Resource Centre Programme, in 2018.

Other Tusla services provided funding of €2,728,871 to FRCs to support their work. 

The funding provided by Tusla to each of the FRCs in 2018 will be sent to the Deputy di-
rectly. 

Tusla is engaging directly with Family Resource Centres, support networks and the FRCNF 
regarding their funding levels for 2019. I recently announced how the additional €1.5m for 
2019 is to be used to support the sustainability of existing Family Resource Centres (FRCs) and 
to enable a number of FRCs to engage additional family support workers.

A number of FRCs also receive funding from other sources within my Department.

Many Family Resource Centres provide Early Learning and Care (ELC) and School Aged 
Childcare (SAC) to children. My Department, through a Funding Agreement, provides a range 
of supports through capitation payments and other programmes. The complete list of FRCs 
which received this funding in 2018 is currently being compiled by my officials, and a full list 
will be provided to the Deputy directly. Funding in 2019 will be based on the level of ELC/SAC 
provision in each centre.

The Trim Family Resource Centre in County Meath received funding of €34,692.90 under 
the 2018 Quality and Capacity Building Initiative (QCBI) Innovation Fund, which is adminis-
tered by Tusla, on behalf of my Department. This funding supported a project, which enabled 
young people to re-engage with education and/or training and employment, to develop life 
skills that foster good relations, build confidence and resilience. Funding has not been provided 
for this project under the QCBI in 2019.

In 2018, the Youth Affairs Unit in my Department provided funding of €89,203 to the North-
side Family Resource Centre in Ballynanty, Limerick, for the “Follow Your Dream” youth proj-
ect. The same level of funding will be provided to the Northside FRC for this project in 2019. 

My Department also provided funding under the Capacity Building Grant for the National 
LGBTI+ Strategy to three Family Resource Centres in 2018. Ballymun Child and Family Re-
source Centre in Dublin received €1,400, Greystones Family Resource Centre in Co. Wick-
low received €2,500, and Northside Family Resource Centre in Ballynanty, Limerick, received 
€3,770.40 under this funding stream. Funding amounts for 2019 have not yet been determined.

I should inform that Deputy that the funding from my Department represents only a portion 
of the total funding available to FRCs nationally. FRCs draw on various sources of funding pro-
vided by other Government Departments and Agencies. I am informed by Tusla that, in 2018, 
FRCs received in excess of €40m when all funding sources were considered.  

I recognise and value the very positive impact of the work of the Family Resource Centres 
in supporting families and local communities.  The Centres provide a holistic service of child, 
family and community support and advocacy to all children and families in their community. 
This universal accessibility allows for early identification of need, provision of appropriate 
interventions, and timely referrals to appropriate services for more intensive and targeted work 
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as required.

09/05/2019WRG03200Crèche Facilities Provision

09/05/2019WRG03300156. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the steps she 
will take to ensure the continuation of a crèche (details supplied) which parents and staff have 
been informed is due to cease operation in August 2019; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [20274/19]

09/05/2019WRG03400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Thank you for 
your question in relation to the closure of this crèche due to take place in August. 

While my Department funds a wide range of initiatives to support the quality, affordability 
and accessibility of early learning and care services, it does not operate or direct Early Learning 
and Care services. 

The service referred to by the Deputy is an independent community-based organisation, and 
given this context, there are limits to the actions my department can take in situations like this 
one, where the board of management of a crèche have chosen to close. 

Although the Department cannot directly intervene in the decisions of individual organisa-
tions, a range of supports are available through local City/County Childcare Committees fund-
ed by the DCYA and through Pobal’s Case Management service. These supports are designed 
to ensure that services are supported to remain open wherever possible. Pobal has a dedicated 
team which works with services facing difficulties. This team offers support with activities such 
as business planning and accounting to assist services manage any challenges they may face. 
The team can, in certain circumstances , also offer direct financial support. 

I strongly recommend any service which finds itself in difficulty to get in contact with their 
local CCC and Pobal immediately, and I would encourage them to fully explore the support op-
tions available to them before making any final decision. In the case of the service referred to 
by the Deputy, Dublin CCC has offered support to them.

With regard to the parents and children affected by the closure of this particular service, 
Dublin CCC will provide support to parents with sourcing alternative early learning and care 
and school age childcare arrangements.

09/05/2019WRG03500EU Directives

09/05/2019WRG03600157. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if an evidence-based assessment will be carried out on the transposition of IORP II direc-
tive on the potential additional costs that may arise to small pension schemes; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [20181/19]

09/05/2019WRG03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
transposition of the IORP II Directive will result in significant improvements to the regulation 
and governance of funded occupational pension schemes in Ireland.  Officials in my Depart-
ment, supported by the Pensions Authority, have conducted detailed analysis on the implemen-
tation of the Directive.  The drafting of regulations is at an advanced stage and my Department 
is working towards transposing the Directive as early as possible, subject to a case before the 
Courts. 
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As the Deputy may be aware, an application has been granted for a judicial review for a set 
of reliefs and a stay in relation to the transposition into Irish law of the IORP II Directive.  As 
such, it would not be appropriate for me to comment on matters that are currently before the 
Courts.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

09/05/2019WRG03800Industrial Relations

09/05/2019WRG03900158. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection her plans to provide access for retired public servants to the industrial relations ma-
chinery of the State; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20200/19]

09/05/2019WRG04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): As 
Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection I do not have responsibility for this mat-
ter.  Access to the industrial relations machinery of the State is a matter for my colleague, the 
Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation.  In addition, my colleague, the Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform, has responsibility for public service pay and pensions. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

09/05/2019WRG04100Working Family Payment Appeals

09/05/2019WRG04200159. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of a working family payment application by a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [20201/19]

09/05/2019WRG04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is an in-work payment which provides additional income 
support to employees on low earnings with children.  In order to qualify for WFP, an applicant 
or the applicant and their spouse, partner or cohabitant must be engaged in full-time remunera-
tive employment as an employee for not less than 38 hours per fortnight.

An application for WFP was received from the person concerned on 23 January 2019.

Their application  was disallowed on 20 February 2019 as they did not satisfy the above 
employment condition at the time of application. 

The person concerned requested a review of the decision of 20 February 2019. Following 
a review of their application based on updated employment related information, it has been 
established that they  now satisfy the above condition from a later date and have been awarded 
WFP with effect from 07 March 2019 to 04 March 2020.

The first weekly payment and all arrears owing will issue to their nominated bank account 
on 08 May 2019.

The person concerned was notified in writing of this decision on 03 May 2019 and of the 
right of review and appeal.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the deputy.

09/05/2019WRG04400Carer’s Allowance Applications



9 May 2019

87

09/05/2019WRG04500160. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [20208/19]

09/05/2019WRG04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care. 

The person concerned has been in receipt of a half-rate CA since 04 October 2012 as her 
husband has been claiming an increase for a qualified adult on his farm assist payment in re-
spect of her.  On 24 January 2019 she requested a re-assessment of her CA entitlement as her 
husband has returned to work and ceased to claim farm assist.

As his means from employment may affect that entitlement, a full means re-assessment was 
carried out.  

The outcome of the re-assessment is that the person concerned has been awarded full rate 
CA with effect from 11 April 2019.

The person concerned was notified on 2 April 2019 of this outcome, the reason for it and of 
her right of review and appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

09/05/2019WRG04700Disability Allowance Applications

09/05/2019WRG04800161. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when a decision will be made on a disability allowance application by a person (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20212/19]

09/05/2019WRG04900Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I confirm that the department is in receipt of an application for 
disability allowance from the above named person on 12 March 2019. 

Entitlement to DA is based on satisfying medical, means and residency conditions. A deci-
sion will be made on the application as soon as possible and the person will be notified directly 
of the outcome. 

The processing time for individual disability allowance claims may vary in accordance with 
their relative complexity in terms of the three main qualifying criteria, the person’s circum-
stances and the information they provide in support of their claim. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the deputy.

09/05/2019WRG05000Disability Allowance Payments

09/05/2019WRG05100162. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if arrears of a disability allowance payment will be expedited in respect of a person (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20221/19]

09/05/2019WRG05200Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): This lady has been awarded disability allowance with effect from 
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5 December 2018. 

A letter issued to this lady on 3 May 2019, informing her arrears of payment due for the 
period 5 December 2018 to 26 March 2019, would be paid by her chosen payment method on 
8 May 2019. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

09/05/2019WRG05300Carer’s Allowance Applications

09/05/2019WRG05400163. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied) will be expedited; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [20225/19]

09/05/2019WRG05500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 19 March 2019. The 
application is currently being processed and once completed, the person concerned will be noti-
fied directly of the outcome. 

Anyone experiencing financial difficulties while awaiting a decision of any social welfare 
payment can contact their local Intreo Centre and enquire as to their entitlement to a payment 
under the Department’s Supplementary Welfare Allowance (SWA) scheme. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

09/05/2019WRG05600Illness Benefit Applications

09/05/2019WRG05700164. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and So-
cial Protection the reason a person (details supplied) was refused illness benefit; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [20235/19]

09/05/2019WRG05800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned does not satisfy the PRSI qualifying conditions for payment of Illness Ben-
efit.

One of the qualifying conditions for Illness Benefit is that a person must have 39 weeks of 
PRSI contributions paid or credited in the relevant tax year, of which 13 must be paid contribu-
tions at class A, E, H or P.

The person concerned is currently paying class D contributions, which is not a qualifying 
class of contribution for Illness Benefit and therefore she does not satisfy this contribution con-
dition. 

The person concerned did receive credited contributions for the duration of her claim from 
the 28th April 2018 to the 10th September 2019. A decision letter has issued to the person con-
cerned explaining the position.   

The person concerned previously qualified for Occupational Injury Benefit payment in 2016 
as class D contributions are reckonable contributions for this scheme. 
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I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

09/05/2019WRG05900Carer’s Benefit Applications

09/05/2019WRG06000165. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a decision will be made on a carer’s benefit claim by a person (details supplied). 
[20236/19]

09/05/2019WRG06100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s benefit (CARB) is a PRSI based payment, made to persons who are providing full-time 
care and attention to a person who has such a disability that they require that level of care.

An application for CARB was received from the person concerned on 13 March 2019. The 
application is currently being processed and once completed, the person concerned will be noti-
fied directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

09/05/2019WRG06200Child Benefit Payments

09/05/2019WRG06300166. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a payment due to a person (details supplied) will be made. [20247/19]

09/05/2019WRG06400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): A 
child benefit supplement payment has been awarded to the person concerned under EU Regula-
tion 883/2004 and payment has been issued to her nominated bank account for lodgement on 
Tuesday 7th May. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

09/05/2019WRG06500Invalidity Pension Appeals

09/05/2019WRG06600167. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of an invalidity pension application by a person (details supplied). [20251/19]

09/05/2019WRG06700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions. 

The department received a claim for IP for the lady concerned on 29 August 2018.  Her 
claim was disallowed on the grounds that the medical conditions for the scheme were not satis-
fied.  She was notified on the 05 December 2018 of this decision, the reasons for it and of her 
right of review or appeal.  

The lady concerned subsequently appealed the decision to the independent Social Welfare 
Appeals Office (SWAO) and submitted further medical evidence in support of her appeal.  Fol-
lowing a review by a deciding officer of this medical evidence in conjunction with all informa-
tion available to date, it has been decided that there is no change to the original decision.   A sub-
mission has been prepared by the department and forwarded to the SWAO for determination.
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

09/05/2019WRG06800Invalidity Pension Applications

09/05/2019WRG06900168. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of an invalidity pension application by a person (details supplied). [20252/19]

09/05/2019WRG07000Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The gentleman referred to has been awarded invalidity pension 
with effect from 07 March 2019.  Payment will issue to his nominated bank account on 23 
May 2019.  Any arrears due from 07 March 2019 to 22 May 2019 (less any overlapping social 
welfare payment) will issue as soon as possible.  The gentleman in question was notified of this 
decision on 07 May 2019.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

09/05/2019WRG07100Carer’s Allowance Appeals

09/05/2019WRG07200169. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [20258/19]

09/05/2019WRG07300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was reg-
istered in that office on 29th January 2019.   It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process 
that the relevant papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds 
of appeal be sought from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection  These 
papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 25th March 2019 and the case has 
been referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on 
documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

09/05/2019WRH00200State Pension (Contributory)

09/05/2019WRH00300170. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if the impact of the total contributions approach introduced in 2018 as a result of anoma-
lies due to changes in legislation in 2012, particularly on pensioners born prior to the cut-off 
date introduced, will be reviewed; her plans to amend the cut-off date to include a wider group 
of pensioners that may have been adversely affected by this decision; if a mechanism of appeal 
on grounds of financial hardship will be considered; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [20260/19]

09/05/2019WRH00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): A 
policy to introduce the Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pensions calculation was ad-
opted by Government in the National Pensions Framework in 2010, as was the decision to base 
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the entitlements of all new pensioners on this approach from around 2020.  

In January 2018, I announced the Government Decision to introduce a new interim Total 
Contributions Approach (TCA) to the calculation of State Pension that will allow pensioners 
who reached pension age from September 2012 (i.e., those born on or after 1 September 1946), 
to have their pension entitlement calculated by an interim “Total Contributions Approach” 
(TCA) which will include up to 20 years of new HomeCaring Periods.  This approach is ex-
pected to significantly benefit many people, particularly women, whose work history includes 
an extended period of time outside the paid workplace, while raising families or in a caring role.  
The TCA will ensure that the totality of a person’s social insurance contributions - as opposed to 
the timing of them - determines their final pension outcome.  The HomeCaring Periods can be 
claimed for any year in which they occurred - they are not limited to years since 1994.

  People whose pensions were decided under the 2000-2012 ratebands were subject to a 
significantly more generous regime than those who qualified before or afterwards, as a Yearly 
Average of only 20 contributions per year (out of a maximum of 52) could attract a 98% pen-
sion.  The effect of those changes, as it impacted upon those new pensioners since 2012, will 
be familiar to anyone who followed the debate on this matter over the last 6 years.  If pre-2012 
pensioners were also allowed avail of HomeCaring Credits, their arrangements, as a group, 
would continue to be significantly more generous than those of post-2012 pensioners.  There 
would also be a very significant cost which would be expected to be of the order of several 
hundred millions of euros each year.  This in turn could significantly impact funds for future 
pension increases with consequential implications for pensioner poverty.  

  For those with insufficient contributions to meet the requirements for the full rate State 
pension (contributory), they may qualify for a means tested State pension (non-contributory), 
the maximum personal rate for which is €237 (over 95% of the maximum rate of the contribu-
tory pension).  This rate of payment does not include rent allowance, household benefits or fuel 
allowance.  Alternatively, if their spouse is a State pensioner and they have significant house-
hold means, their most beneficial payment may be an Increase for a Qualified Adult, based on 
their personal means, and amounting up to 90% of a full contributory pension.

  I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

09/05/2019WRH00500Home Loan Scheme

09/05/2019WRH00600171. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if there is discretion in the administration of the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme 
that would allow for the inclusion of a property that is slightly larger than the size guidelines 
highlighted in the criteria; and if other criteria are met by an applicant, if discretion can be used 
in relation to the size of the property. [20218/19]

09/05/2019WRH00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan scheme is administered by the local authorities, in accor-
dance with the Housing (Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan) Regulations 2018. Under the Regula-
tions each authority must establish a credit committee to decide on applications for loans. The 
Regulations broadly set out the amount that can be lent under the scheme, the eligibility criteria 
for loans, the duties of borrowers and housing authorities and other administrative matters re-
lating to the scheme. Under the Regulations a credit policy is issued which sets out in greater 
detail the requirements regarding eligibility under the scheme.  Under both the Regulations and 
the credit policy it is clearly stipulated that a loan cannot be issued where the house being pur-
chased has a gross internal floor area of 175 square metres or more.  It is therefore not possible 
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for a local authority to approve a loan for a property with a gross internal floor area of more 
than 175 square metres.

09/05/2019WRH00800Home Loan Scheme

09/05/2019WRH00900172. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the details of planned changes to the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme criteria. [20219/19]

09/05/2019WRH01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan scheme was launched in February last year to replace the 
existing House Purchase and the Home Choice Loan schemes.  The scheme has proved to be 
more successful than was originally envisaged and as a result I have been in discussions with 
my colleague the Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform regarding further 
funding for it. In order to protect both borrowers and local authorities the continuation of the 
scheme will have to be in accordance with the prudent lending criteria under which the scheme 
currently operates. I therefore have no plans to change the eligibility criteria governing the 
scheme.

09/05/2019WRH01100Wildlife Conservation

09/05/2019WRH01200173. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the degree to which conservation measures continue in respect of grouse, pheasant, par-
tridge and woodcock; the degree to which their natural habitat remains protected; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [20304/19]

09/05/2019WRH01300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The con-
servation of red grouse has been approached with some success on a collaborative basis by 
hunters, bird conservationists and my Department over a number of years. The principal need 
is to ensure good habitat for the species and work has been carried out particularly by game 
club members and grouse enthusiasts on many bog areas, such as Boleybrack Mountain, Glen-
farne and Ballydangan.  Sustainable grazing regimes in commonage lands is being supported 
through Commonage Management Plans in the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine’s GLAS scheme, which in turn should favour red grouse.

The pheasant is an introduced species and is managed mainly by gun clubs around the 
country.

The grey partridge was on the verge of extinction but a project continues on lands owned 
by my Department at Boora in County Offaly to provide good habitat, and associated predator 
control, in order to protect and enhance the population. This project in turn has supplied birds 
to projects in Fingal and Co Donegal. The GLAS scheme includes a measure for grey partridge 
in targeted lands in Boora, Fingal and Co. Donegal. The partridge remains at low population 
levels however.

Woodcock is a breeding species but numbers are greatly increased by winter migrants. The 
sale of woodcock was banned some years ago by my Department on foot of recommendations 
by the hunting associations to assist in their conservation.

09/05/2019WRH01400Wildlife Protection
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09/05/2019WRH01500174. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the extent to which the landrail corncrake remains protected; the estimated number remaining; 
the degree to which their natural habitat remains protected; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [20305/19]

09/05/2019WRH01600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
corncrake is being protected by a number of measures operated by my Department and under 
the GLAS scheme operated by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

 My Department publishes a report annually on the population of the corncrake and the work 
carried out. The 2018 Corncrake Conservation report is available at

https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/general/corncrake-report-2018.pdf 

As the corncrake is a very secretive species, the population is best assessed by counting 
the male birds calling at night. 151 calling males were confirmed in Ireland during the 2018 
breeding season and this is the first recorded increase since 2014. Donegal remains the national 
stronghold, with 90 confirmed calling males (60% of the national total). West Connacht, which 
comprises the western seaboards of counties Mayo and Galway, held 59 males (39% of the 
total). Following a series of flooding events in the 2000s, the corncrake has regrettably disap-
peared from the Shannon Callows. 

Conservation measures in 2018, as in previous years, included habitat management and the 
administration of grant schemes. Over 640 ha of land were entered in one of four NPWS and 
DAFM schemes in 2018.

09/05/2019WRH01700Hare Coursing

09/05/2019WRH01800175. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans to develop a strategy to phase out hare coursing here in view of the NPWS report that four 
hares died of injuries sustained at a fixture (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [20185/19]

09/05/2019WRH01900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The con-
trol of live hare coursing, including the operation of individual coursing meetings and manag-
ing the use of hares for that activity, is carried out under the Greyhound Industry Act 1958, 
which is the responsibility of my colleague, the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine. 
My responsibility relates to the conservation status of the hare.

In August last year, my Department issued licences under the Wildlife Acts to the Irish 
Coursing Club, covering its affiliated coursing clubs, to capture and tag hares for use at regu-
lated hare coursing meetings for the 2018/19 season, which extends from the end of September 
2018 to the end of February 2019. Officials of the National Parks and Wildlife Service of my 
Department monitored some 34 coursing events during the last season including the coursing 
meeting in question.    All reports in relation to the season, including the matter raised by the 
Deputy, will be considered in the context of the application by the Irish Coursing Club for li-
cences for the 2019/20 season.

09/05/2019WRH02000Deer Hunting

09/05/2019WRH02100176. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if she will address a matter regarding licences for shooting deer (details supplied); and if 
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she will make a statement on the matter. [20187/19]

09/05/2019WRH02200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Appli-
cants can now apply to my Department for deer hunting licences for the next 2019/20 season.  
While the application form does ask applicants to indicate if they have a recognised certification 
in deer matters, it is not a mandatory requirement to have such certification in order to apply for 
a deer hunting licence for the 2019/20 season.

09/05/2019WRH02300National Parks

09/05/2019WRH02400177. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if a definitive map will be provided showing the boundaries of the Wicklow Mountains 
National Park (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20277/19]

09/05/2019WRH02500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Wick-
low Mountains National Park boundaries are represented and available on the OSI adventure 
series map at 1:25000 and are also available on the Discovery Series 1:50000. In addition the 
boundaries are available on a number of other commercially produced maps and the informa-
tion thereon has been provided to the map providers by the National Parks and Wildlife Service. 

09/05/2019WRH02600National Parks

09/05/2019WRH02700178. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the publication date for the last Wicklow Mountains National Park management plan; her 
plans to update same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [20278/19]

09/05/2019WRH02800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Wicklow Mountains National Park Management Plan was published in 2005.  The Depart-
ment’s current focus is on conservation objectives for Natura 2000 sites and as such there are no 
immediate plans to produce revised management plans for Wicklow Mountains National Parks.  
My Department intends, however, to produce visitor and management plans for the Parks on 
an on-going basis subject to the availability of resources. Guided by the Tourism Interpretative 
Masterplan, my Department aims to  further develop shared goals of conserving and restoring 
natural habitats and species, landscape protection and to further develop quality visitor experi-
ences at in Wicklow.


